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Sea  Fishing  at  the  Cape,  Grand,  152 
Sea-Trout  Angling,  Hints  on,  369 
Seals  and  Injury  to  Fisheries,  151 
Season  in  the  North,  The,  265 
Severn  Fishery  Case,  97 
Severn  Salmon,  Largest,  352 
She  goes  Fishing,  9 
Shin,  Two  Days  on,  115 
Silver,  A.  P. — Salmon  Fishing  in  New- 
foundland. Ill 
Simms,  G.  E. — The  Origin  of  Fishing 
Nets,  25 

Slapton  Ley  not  closed  to  Anglers, 
381 

Solway  Fishery,  58 
Spring  Flies,  249 

Spring  Salmon  Fishing,  38,  280,  298, 
316 

Spring  Season,  Close  of  the,  317 
"  Sprint."- That  Big  Trout,  250 
Stanley,  R. — "Lapsus   Legis,"  410; 
'   Up  in  the  Morning  Early,  80 
Stone  found  in  a  Trout,  91 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  329 
Swans  kill  Trout  ?  Will,  352 
Switzerland,  Fish  and  Fishing  in,  38 
Sydney  Amateur  Fishermen's  Associa- 
tion, 263 


"T.  P.  W." — A  Midsummer  Song, 
426 

Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  1,  38,  45, 
55,  62,  73,  109,  110.  127,  132,  136, 
149,  163,  166,  167,  177.  230.  245,  302, 
316,  318.  333,  367,  368,  369,  381,  398, 
425,  427 

Tarpon,  34 


Tarpon  and  Tuna,  421 
Tarpon,  Live  Bait  Fishing  for,  223 
Tasmania,  Angling  in,  293 
Tay.  Close  of  Spring  Angling  on  the, 
368 

Tay,  Salmon  Angling  Prospects  on  the, 
19 

Taylor,  J.  P.  —  Prospects    on  the 

Darenth,  211 
Tcherkassov,  Baron. — The  Blood -worm 

and  a  Special  Hook   for  It,   335 ; 

Ground-baiting  with  a  Can,  181,  301 ; 

The  Yearly  Change  of  Teeth  in  Carp, 

61 

Tees  Fishery  Board,  97 

Temperature,   Effect  of,   on  Salmon 

taking  Fly.  381 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 

109,  110,  302 
Thames   Fishery    Conservators,  73, 

74 

Thames  in  February,  The,  110 
Thames  Preservation  League,  320 
Thames,  Seven  Hundred  Trout  put  in 

the,  112 
Thames  Trout.  227 
Thames  Trouting,  229 
"Threaded  Minnow." — How  to  Fish  a 

Weedy  PUce  Water,  228 
Time  to  Go,  339 

Tirol,  Fishing  Paradise  to  be  Sold  in 
the,  2 

Tod,  E.  M.— "The  Runaway  Knock," 
129 

Tournament  in  New   York,  Recent 

Casting,  245 
Tournament,  Suggested  International, 

167 

Trout  eats  35,000  Trout,  55 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams  (con- 
tinued from  page  457.  vol.  xlv.j,  4,  23, 
42,  75.  96,  153,  212.  231,  262,  267, 
303,  336,  354,  369,  386,  400,  411,427 
Trout  Fishing  with  a  Map,  248 
Trout  Flies  and  Fly  Dressing,  22.  40, 

77,  94,  114 
Trout  for  South  Africa,  178 
Trout  killed  by  Lightning,  127 
Trout,  101b.  Itchen,  425 
Trout,  That  Big.  250 
Tunny,  Capture  of  9001b.,  192 
Turnbull's  Catalogue,  Mr.,  227 


Up  in  the  Morning  Early,  80 


"  Val    Conson."  —  More  Jottings, 
264 

Veitch,  The  late  Rev.  H.  G.  J.  (Hon. 

Chaplain  to  the  Fishing  Gazette).—- 
On  the  Rod  Question,  396 
"Viator."  —  Christmas    Where  the 
Flowers  Bloom,  6 


"  W.  D.  G." — Fish  and  Fishing  and 
Red  Tape  in  Lombardy,  283 

"  W.  E.  B."— The  Angler's  Evil  Genius, 
7 

"W.  F.  J." — Anglers'  Parasites,  6 
Wadham,  P. — Trout  Fishing  in  the  Isle 

of  Wight,  etc.,  196 
Wales,    Comfortable    Trout  Fishing 

Quarters  in,  163 
Walton,  Lines  from,  1 
Wandle  in  1846,  The,  78 
Waste  of  Fish  Life,  367 
Water  Plant  Mowing  Machine,  211 
Waterproofed  Lines,  191 
Westmeath  Lakes,  etc.,  377 
"  Whitling." — Pike  Fishing  on  the 

Trent,  76 

Why  I  took  to  Eyed  Hooks  for  Dry  Fly 
Fishing,  91 

Worm  Story,  A  Fishy,  1 

Worsley,  A. — Sea  Fish  caught  off  Sal- 
combe, 78 

Wye,  Hereford,  263; 

Wye  Pike,  The  341b.,  192 


"X.  S.  R." — Keenness,  353 


"  Yarraville." — A  Fishing  Day  in 

Australia,  98 
Yore  ia  Wensleydale,  On  the,  425  _ 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  and  Coarse 

Fish,  276 
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Acclimatisation  of  Fish,  208 
Acclimatisation  of  Trout  in  the  Trans- 
vaal, 17 
Aluminium,  175 

Automatic  Striking  Apparatus,  108 

"  Bacillus  Salmonis  Pestia,"  366 
Baden-Powell  Rod,  The,  244 
Barbel  in  the  Vyrnwy,  277 
Beauty  and  the  Beast,  407 
Bird-lime,  422 

Birmingham  and  District  Exhibition, 
312 

Birmingham  Anglers.  The  Severn,  312 
Bleak,  The  Largest.  408 
Bloodworm  Hook,  The,  366,  394 
Blue  Dun,  207 

Bogus  Hardy  Rods,  295,  365 
Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel  Fishings,  276, 
295 

Bristol  Automatic  Float,  380 

Bronze  Fittings,  To,  175 

' '  Brook  Trout  and  the  Determined 

Angler,"  366 
Brown  Trout  v.  Rainbow,  225 
Bude  Reservoir,  125,  207 
Bullet  in  Halves,  331,  365 
Buttermere,  Stocking,  276 

Caddis,  366 

Canada  for  Emigrants,  243 

Carp,  Change  of  Teeth  in,  108 

Cast  Damper,  162 

Ceiriog,  The.  207,  225 

Centipede,  Luminous.  176 

Christchurch,  Strange  Fish   at,  393, 

408,  422 
Chub,  A  Curious  Trent,  17 
Chub  Fishing,  408 
Clips  for  Holding  Flies,  408 
Coarse  Fishing  in  July  or  August,  332, 

349,  366,  394 
Collapsible  Fish  Boxes,  277,  296 
Colour  of  Bodies  of  May  Flies,  393 
Colour  of  Flesh  of  Salmon  and  Trout, 

225,  295,  348 
Companion  Wanted,  394 
Coquet,  The,  175,  261,  276 
Corethra  Plumicornis,  Larva  of,  435 
Corrib,  July  Pike  Fishing  on,  407 
Cover  to  Cover,  From,  126 
Creel  with  Lunch  Division,  261,  277, 

296 

Davies,  Mr.  Wm.,  Appeal  on  Behalf 
of,  125 

Dee  Salmon,  Fine  Run  with  a,  261 
Deep  Water,  How  to  Fish — With  a 

Float,  226 
'  'Derby  Killer,"  The  Inventor  of,  53 
Derwent  Water,  Restocking,  366 
Dodges,  208 
Draw  Net,  A  New,  108 
Dressing  Lines,  244 
Dropper  Fixture,  260 
Dwindling  of  Rivers,  18 

Earthquake   attributed    to  Sunday 

Fishing,  176 
Easter  Stone  Flies,  276 
Eels  in  the  Lea,  365,  366,  380,  393' 
English  V.  American  Rods,  etc.,  262 
'  'Exmoor  Streams,"  etc.,  313,  332,  350 
Extra-top  Carrier,  278 
Eyed  v.  Gut-Tied  Flies,  17 


Federation  of  Angling  Associations, 

54,  107 
Finnock  in  the  Tidals,  243 
Fishing  at,  in,  or  near :  Adda,  348 ; 
Anglesey,  243 ;  Ardara,  408  ;  Arden- 
nes. 394,  421,  422;  Arran,  277,  296, 
436 ;  Ballynahinch,  277,  296 ;  Bassen- 
thwaite,  314,  331;  Bermuda,  126, 
161 ;  Caen,  296,  312,  436;  CaHfornia, 
277;  Carlisle,  436;  Carlsbad,  436; 
Cork,  CO.,  161,349;  Criccieth,  436  ; 
Denmark,  332,  380,  393;  Derwent 
Water,  314,  331  ;  Donegal,  331,  349. 
366,  408  ;  Elie,  394 ;  Filey,  108 ;  Finis- 
terre,  313;  Finland,  332  350,365,  380, 
393;  Florida,  146;  Fowey,  17,  34; 
Goole,  313,  348;  Huelgoat,  332,  350; 
Inn,  125;  Ireland,  394,408,  422;  Isle 
of  Man,  176 ;  Isle  of  Wight,  422,  436  ; 
Italy,  36,  70,  88;  Kidderminster,  90; 
Lewes,  394;  Liphook,  422;  Llan- 
dudno, 394;  Loch  Lomond,  314.  331 ; 
Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib,  313,  314, 
331 ;  Lucerne,  161 ;  Newfoundland, 
108,  147,  243,  262,  436;  Norway 
277,  294,  332,  348 ;  Nova  Scotia,  108 ; 
Oughterard,  331  ;  Poitiers,  277  ; 
PwUheh,  436;  Pyrenees,  366,  380; 
Ribble,  408,  436;  Rothesay,  50; 
Scotland,  277  ;  Shetland,  332,  366 ; 
Sweden,  332,  348;  Switzerland,  108, 
146,  225,  261,  332 ;  Tirol,  190,  207, 
226;  Tunbridge  Wells,  393,  408; 
Warwick,  366,  393;  Waterville,  108, 
126;  Whitby,  408;  Wye  (Hereford), 
436 

Fishing  Reports,  407 

Fishing  with  a  Map,  278,  313,  332 

Flies,  Fishing,  226 

Fhes  for  Reservoir  Fishing,  208 

Flies  look  like  to  the  Fish,  What,  260 

Floating  Line,  226,  277 

Fly  Fishing  for  Thames  Trout,  243 

Food  of  Salmon,  176,  205,  207,  224,  225 

243,  276,  295,  348 
Formalin,  18,  350,  366 

Good  Place  for  Sportsman,  etc.,  148, 
175 

Grannom  Eggs,  244 

Grayling  Disease,  Curious,  162 

Greaves,  etc.,  as  Chub  bait,  53 

Greenwell's  Glory,  36 

Grilse    in    Norwegian    Rivers,  Net 

Marked,  350 
Grove  Ferry,  Spcrt  at,  17 
Gut,  Old,  349 
Gut  Crop,  1903,  435 

Herons,  Destroying  Fish,  261,  277. 
312 

Hook  Holds,  175,  190,  226 
Hooks,  Blind,  16,  72 
Hooks,  Model  Perfect,  107 
Hooks,  Needle-Eyed,  34 
Howard,  the  late  Mr.  Edward,  Appeal 
on  behalf  of  the  Widow  of,  393 

Imitation  of  Natural  Flies,  348 
Inexpensive    Salmon    and  Sea-trout 

Angling,  146,  176.  189,  206,  348 
Inventions,  etc.,  A  Few,  18 
Irish  Trout,  277,  313,  331 

July  Sea-Trout  Fishing  Wanted,  436 

Keepers  Fishing,  etc.,  226 


Kinking,  90 
Knots,  18,  53 

Lake  Vyrnwy,  207,  243 

Landing  Nets,  Irish  and  Scottish  Terms 

for,  108,  125,  350 
Large  Fish,  Records  of,  276 
Licences,  53,  72,  88,  190,  208 
Light  Rods.  etc..  16,  34,  35,  52,  70,  71, 

88,  89,  105,  107,  125,  145,  146,  161, 

176,  190,  206,  207,  223,  224.  331,  349 
Limerick  Fishery  Board,  408,  422 
Lincolnshire,  Good  Sport  in,  17 
Lough  Corrib,  Note  from,  312 
Lough  Cullen  Bull  Trout,  225,  243 
Lough  Neagh  Trout,  17 
Lough  Sheelin,  Fishing  and  Shooting 

on,  17 

Lower  Stour  Fishery,  276 

Marked  Salmon — A  Correction,  225 
Marking  Salmon,  etc.,  53,  72,  88,  108, 
225 

Mars  Oil,  etc.,  312,  329 

Merac.  189,  380 

Mirror,  Fishing  with  a,  296 

Moonlight,  Effect  of,  226,  243,  277 

Mullet,  Bait  for,  436 

Mullet  in  the  Thames,  349 

Nails  for  Brogues,  etc.,  126,  329,  348, 

350,  394,  435 
Net,  Method  of  Carrying,  72,  88,  125, 

176,  244,  261 
Net  Wanted,  Folding,  261 
Netting  at  Henley,  36,  72,  89 
Norway,  Reports  re  Rivers  in,  260 
Numbering  of  Hooks,  208,  262,  278 

Odds  and  Ends,  312 
Olivers,  262,  278 
Opening  Day,  The,  436 

Parson  on  his  Hobby,  The,  18,  35 
Patches,  90 

Patches,  More,  162,  176 
Perch  Ova  Wanted,  276 
Pictures  of  Old  Angling  Inns,  18 
Pike  and  Perch,  90 

Pike  and  Perch,  Good  Finish  with,  295 

Pike  and  Salmon  Smolt,  348 

Pike,  Another  Fine,  17 

Pike  at  Swineshead  Bridge,  Five,  17 

Pike,  Deformed,  etc.,  53,  108,  313,  332 

Pike  Fishing  at,  in,  or  near  :  Sandhurst, 

17;  Swineshead  Bridge,  17;  Ilkeston, 

35 

Pike  Fly,  Mr.  Gordon's,  90 

Pike  from  the  Penk,  24  Jib.,  17,  35 

Pike,  Good  Catch  of,  54 

Pike  in  Lincolnshire,  Fine  Catch  of,  108 

Pike  Live  Four  Days  Out  of  Water, 

Will,  176 
Pipe  Covers,  262,  313 
Piscicultural  Experiments,  296 
Porous  Waders,  176 

Queries  on  Fly  Fishing,  36,  53,  108 

Rainbow,  Record,  407 

Rainbow  Trout  and  the  Transvaal,  52 

Rainbows,  etc..  Experience  with,  89, 

108,  190,  207,  208,  225,  243 
Recovery  of  a  Fly,  175,  189 
Reel,  The  Aerial,  148 
Roach  Fishing  at  Thorney  Weir,  Good, 

108 


Roach,  Freak,  175 

Roach  in  Ireland,  296,  313,  331,  350, 
394 

Roach  taken  on  a  Spinning  Bait,  436 

Rod  Fittings,  125 

Rod  Mending  Outfit.  225 

Rod  Rest  Pocket,  125 

Rod  Rings,  54 

Rods,  277 

Rules  Wanted,  189 

Runaway  Knock,  The,  162 

Salmon  and  Things,  295,  314 
Salmon  of  British  Columbia,  314 
Salmon  of  1902,  Largest,  349 
Salmon  Problems,  350 
Salmon  Query,  331 
Salmon  Question,  The,  422 
Sand-eels  for  Bait,  422 
Sardine,  What  ia  the,  313,  348 
Sea  and  Brown  Trout  Fishing,  90 
Shin,  Two  Days  on,  349 
Shrimps  in  the  Hatchery.  147 
Shooting  of  Rare  Birds,  The,  18 
Size  of  Trout,  435 
Slipping  on  Rocks,  126 
Stiffkey  as  a  Trout  Stream,  277,  295 
Stour,  Fishing  in  the,  90,  107 
Swans  and  Yearling  Trout,  349 

Tape-worms  in  Roach,  296 
Tarpon  Anglers,  Note  for,  146 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
161 

Thames  as  a  Trout  Stream,  The,  161, 

175,  189,  205,  224 
Thames,  More  Fish  for  the,  36 
Thames  Scenery,  Spoiling,  226 
Thames  Trout,  A  Nice,  312 
"Tom  Brown"  and  the  Trout  Fisher, 

54 

Torcross  and  Slapton  Ley,  380,  393 
Trout  and  Floods,  90 
Trout,  Big  Bann  Baskets  of,  366,  407 
Trout  Flies  and  Fly  Dressing,  147 
Trout  from  BoUam,  A  Fine,  422 
Trout,  A  Gorged,  350 
Trout  in  Clwyd  and  Elwy,  407,  422 
Trout  in  the  Transvaal,  17 
Trout  Killed  by  Lightning,  90 
Trout,  A  121b.  Loch  Rannoch,  436 
Trout,  7ilb.  Teme,  350 
Trout,  Singular  Capture  of  a  Large,  408, 
436 

Trout,  Size  of,  435 

Ugie,  The,  226,  243,  261 
Unique  Experience,  A,  436 

Voracity  of  Pike,  108,  262 

Waterproofed  Lines,  277 

Watertight  Ponds,  etc..  To  make,  126.  - 

147,  176  1 
Weeds,  To  Eradicate,  126  f 
Weigh  Fish.  To,  312,  332,  348,  350, 

365,  380 
Weighing  Rods,  107 
Wet  Fly  Queries,  108 
Whipping  Taper  -  shanked  Hooks  to 

Gut,  etc.,  379 
Whitebait,  What  is  the,  313 
Wind  for  Sport,  Which  is  the  Best,  176 
Winding-in.  175 
Worms  and  Perch.  126 
Worms,  To  Keep.  394,  407,  422,  436 
Wye,  Herefordshire,  Tlie,  394,  421 
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SATURDAY,  JANUARY  3rd,  1903. 


Special  Announcement. 


The  1903  Salmon  Angling  Season 
in  Scotland  opens  on  January  10,  and 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  that  date 
will  commence 


A  NEW  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES 


ON 


Inexpensive  Salmon 

AND 


Sea  Trout  Angling 

IN  THE 


United  Kingdom. 


Commeniing  icith 

SCOTLAND, 

BY 

Mr.  AUGUSTUS  GRIMBLE, 

author  of 

"The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc.,  etc. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Me.  James  Weight,  of  Sprouston. 
I  AM  sure  many  a  salmon  and  trout  angler  will 
be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  James  Wright, 
of  Sprouston  on  ;Tweed.  I  am  glad  to  give  his 
portrait,  for  there  are  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
all  over  the  world  who  knew  the  greatly-respected 
angler  and  inventor  and  maker  of  celebrated  salmon 
flies. 


Indian  Timbers. 
Those  who  want  an  exhaustive  scientific  work  on 
Indian  timbers  should  make  a  note  of  "  A  Manual 
of  Indian  Timbers,"  an  account  of  the  growth, 
distribution,  and  uses  of  Indian  trees  and  shrubs, 
with  descriptions  of  their  wood  structure,  by  J.  S. 
Gamble,  M.A.,  CLE.,  F.R.S.,  F.L.S.,  late  of  the 
Indian  Forest  Department.  A  new  and  revised 
edition  has  just  been  pubhshed  by  Messrs.  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co. 

Pleasant  Lines  on  Walton. 
'■•  Dear  Sie, — I  venture  to  copy  three  verses  of 
a  poem  on  Izaak  Walton  that  I  chanced  upon  in  a 
rare  copy  of  Edward  FitzGerald's  edition  of 
Bernard  Barton's  works,  as,  containing  as  it  does 
an  infrequent  view  of  angling,  I  thought,  should 
you  not  have  seen  it,  it  might  interest  you,  and 
possibly  Fishing  Gazette  readers. 

"  Richard  Betham." 

Here  are  the  lines,  which  I  think  are,  to  use  a 
Waltonian  expression,  "choicely  good."- 

From  Edward  FitzGerald' s  selection  of  Bernard 
Barton's  ■poems. 

To  Izaak  Walton. 
Cheerful   old  man !  whose  pleasant   hours  were 
spent 

Where  Lea's  still  waters  through  their  sedges 
glide  ; 

Or  on  tlie  fairer  banks  of  peaceful  Trent, 

Or  Dove  hemm'd  in  by  rocks  on  either  side  : 
Thy  book  is  redolent  of  fields  and  flowers, 
Of  freshly  flowing  streams  and  honeysuckle  bowers. 

Although  I  reek  not  of  the  rod  and  line, 
Thou  needest  no  such  brotherhood  to  give 

Charm  to  thy  artless  pages — they  shall  shine, 
And  thou  depicted  in  them,  long  shall  live 

For  many  a  one  to  whom  thy  craft  may  be 

A  thing  unknown,  ev'n  as  it  is  to  me. 

Thy  love  of  nature,  quiet  contemplation. 

In  meadows  where  the  world  was  left  behind  ; 

Still  seeking  with  a  blameless  recreation 
In  troubled  times  to  keep  a  quiet  mind. 

This,  with  thy  simple  utterance,  imparts 

A  pleasure  ever  new  to  musing  hearts. 

A  Fishy  Worm  Story.' 
Mr.  Jno.  J.  Hardy  sends  me  this  north  country 
angling  story  of  "  The  Lambton  Worm,"  which 
was  told  at  the  luncheon  at  Lord  Durham's  fat 
stock  show,  held  at  his  stud  farm,  Bowes  House, 
recently. 

Alderman  Fairless,  of  Sunderland,  related  the 
legend  in  proposing  the  health  of  Lord  Durham. 

A  long  time  ago,  said  the  alderman,  a  certain 
John  Lambton,  a  younger  son  of  the  then  earl, 
went  fishing  on  Sunday.  This  John  Lambton 
fished  all  the  morning  when  the  church  bells  were 
in  vain  endeavour  ringing  people  to  church,  but  he 
caught  nothing  worth  carrying  home. 

His  only  "  bite "  was  a  queerly-shaped  worm 
with  an  abundance  of  hair  about  it.  The  fisher 
was  so  disgusted  with  his  catch  that  he  threw  it 
into  a  well; 

Shortly  afterwards  he  was  suddenly  called  away 
to  fight  with  the  Crusaders,  and  on  returning 
found  the  county  of  Durham  in  a  panic.  The 
reptile  which  he  had  caught  on  that  ill-fated  Sunday 
had  lived  and  thrived  in  the  well,  and  when  the 
Lambton  returned  it  was  so  big  that  it  used  to 
wrap  itself  three  times  round  a  hill  at  Fatfield, 
which  is  still  known  as  the  Worm  Hill. 

But  it  did  worse  than  wrap  itself  round  a  hill ; 
it  consumed  the  milk  of  nine  cows  every  day,  and 
as  many  villagers  as  it  could  catch. 

The  ancestor  of  the  Lambton  family,  on  hearing 
this,  made  up  his  mind  to  put  it  down,  and  con- 
sulted a  "  witch  woman'-  as  to  how  best  to  do  it. 
The  advice  which  she  gave  him  was  to  arm  himself 
with  a  suit  of  armour  studded  with  knives. 

He  did  this,  and  with  sword  in  hand  cut  the 


worm  to  bite,  which  floated  down  the  river,  and, 
to  use  the  words  of  the  old  authorities,  "  turned 
the  water  blood-red." 

Thu?  ended  the  dread  worm,  which  met  a  timely 
death  by  the  hand  of  the  man  who  had  brought  it 
into  the  countryside. 

Personal. 

I  hope  the  kind  friends  who  have  sent  me  cards 
and  good  wishes  will  accept  my  best  thanks  for 
same  ;  it  is  impossible  to  reply  to  all  individually. 

Excellent  Undressed  Plaited  Silk  Lines. 

Messrs.  J.  Theaker  &  Co.,  2,  Broad  Marsh,  Not- 
tingham, are  celebrated  for  the  famous  Nottingham 
lobs,  and  also  for  Nottingham  silk  lines.  They 
send  us  samples  of  lines  in  fourteen  different  sizes, 
from  000,  the  finest,  to  No.  9,  the  stoutest.  They 
are  eight  plait,  and  "  warranted  pure  silk  and  not 
to  kink  or  curl  in  use."  These  lines  are  most 
beautifully  made,  and  stand  examination  with  a 
magnifying  glass  well.  As  for  strength — well,  the 
finest  almost  cuts  your  finger  in  breaking  it.  The 
cost  is  very  moderate — namely,  from  Is.  6d.  per 
one  hundred  yards  for  the  three  finest.  Anglers 
who  send  for  samples  should  mention  exactly  the 
kind  of  fishing  for  which  the  Une  is  wanted. 

The  First  Number  of  the  Field. 
The  supplement  to  the  Field  for  Dec.  27,  1902, 
takes  the  very  interesting  form  of  a  facsimile 
reproduction  of  the  first  number  with  all  the  old 
advertisements  and  illustrations.  Who  was  the 
writer  of  tho  article  on  anghng  ?  I  fancy  from  the 
tag  from  Horace  which  heads  it  that  it  was  Palmer 
Hackle,  Esq.  It  is  comforting  to  find  there  were 
even  in  those  days  fishermen  "whose  fly-books 
were  one  mass  of  entanglement  and  confusion," 
although  they  managed  to  kill  "large  baskets  of 
fish."-  The  dry-fly  angler  has  positively  no  excuse 
for  an  untidy  fly-book — I  never  pretend  to  make 
any. 

"Eighty  Yeaes  Ago." 
Mr.  George  Rooper,  the  veteran  angler,  fox 
hunter,  and  shot,  has  a  most  interesting  article 
in  Longman's  Magazine  for  January,  entitled. 
"Eighty  Years  Ago."  Here  is  an  extract  from  it:— 
"  My  original  destination  was  the  Church,  and  so 
my  father,  a  model  parish  priest,  sought  early  to 
initiate  me  into  one  of  the  most  important  duties 
of  a  clergyman — visiting  the  sick.  In  accompany- 
ing him  I  was  greatly  impressed  not  only  with  the 
patient  endurance  by  the  poor  of  the  hardships 
they  endured,  but  by  their  indifference  to  death, 
whether  in  their  own  persons  or  in  that  of  others. 

When  I'm  gone,  Susan,  you'll  look  to  the  mending 
of  the  pigsty.'  '  You  go  on  dying,  Sam,  I'll  see  to 
that,'  was  the  wife's  response.  '  When  you  get  up 
to  heaven,'  said  an  old  lady  visiting  her  neighbour, 
then  in  a  hopeless  condition,  '  you'll  see  our  Jem  ; 
tell  him  we  are  getting  on  pretty  well  now.'  '  When 
I  get  up  to  heaven,  Betty,  do  you  think  I  shall 
have  nothing  better  to  do  but  to  go  rampauging 
about  looking  for  your  Jem  ? '  was  the  unsatisfactory 
reply. 

"  In  those  days  every  family  in  the  rank  of  gentry 
k-ept  a  carriage  and  a  pair  of  horses.  No  doubt 
the  steeds  were  utilised  for  more  humble  duties 
than  drawing  the  chariot,  and  the  coachman 
officiated  as  gardener  also,  but  a  'one-horse-shay.' 
except  in  the  shape  of  a  dog-cart,  was  unknown. 
In  Uke  manner  a  footman  was  considered  necessary. 
Now  a  parlourmaid  and  a  brougham  more  sensibly 
occupy  their  place. 

"  If  godliness  was  more  cultivated  in  those  days, 
its  younger  sister,  cleanliness,  was  sadly  neglected. 
Baths  were  rare,  tubbing  not  invented,  the  best 
bedroom  was  considered  sufficiently  furnished  if 
it  contained  a  ewer  and  basin ;  ablutions  were 
practically  confined  to  the  face  and  hands.  School- 
boys had  their  feet  washed  in  a  tub  of  bran  and 
hot  water  by  the  housemaids  half  yearly  before  they 
went  home  for  their  hoHdays.  There  were  only 
two  kinds  of  soap  in  use.  mottled  and  yellow. 
Theodore  Hook  describes  the  widow  Bragg,  on  her 
wedding  tour  at  Brighton,  remarking  to  her 
husband,  '  I  shall  have  a  "  wesh  "  to-day,  Jim  ;  it's 
fifteen — sixteen — years  since  I  had  a  "  wesh."  '■  At 
a  preparatory  school,  where  as  a  small  boy  I  was 
starved  for  two  or  three  years,  half-a-dozen  basins 
were  provided  for  sixty  or  seventy  boys.  Tlie  rest 
were  accommodated  with  a  bit  of  .yellow  soap  on 
the  top  of  the  pump.  Yet  there  were  many 
gentlemen's  sons  at  that  school." 
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A  Vehy  Favourable  Salmon  and  Sea-trout 
Spawning  Season  at  Ballinahinch. 

A  correspondent  at  Ballinahinch  says :  "  The 
commencement  of  the  spawning  season  was  very 
favourable  for  the  white  trout  this  year,  with  occa- 
sional nice  floods,  until  about  Nov.  20,  1902,  when 
it  became  dry,  frosty  weather,  till  Dec.  13,  1902, 
when  a  heavy  flood  occurred,  which  brought  up  large 
batches  of  salmon  on  to  the  different  beds.  The 
spent  salmon  ai  e  making  down  to  the  lakes,  and 
their  places  taken  by  fresh  ones.  There  are  over 
twenty  spawning  rivers  belonging  to  this  fishery, 
varying  from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  three  miles  in 
length,  all  of  which  contained  breeding  fish.  Some 
of  the  oldest  water-baiUfl^s  have  said  they  have  not 
seen  such  a  number  of  salmon  or  white  trout  on  the 
bods  for  tlie  last  fifteen  years.  They  have  been 
well  watched  by  the  water-bailiffs  appointed  by  the 
Connemara  Board  of  Conservators."- 


A  Fishing  Paradise  in  the  Tirol  to  be  Sold. 

Some  little  time  back  the  British  Vice-Consul  at 
Innsbruck  called  upon  me  and  asked  if  I  could 
help  him  to  make  known  in  England  a  little 
property  with  good  fishing  which  is  for  sale  in 
North  Tirol.  From  what  he  said  it  seemed  to  me 
just  the  sort  of  place  which  a  few  keen  trout 
anglers  might  join  together  tj  take  as  a  holiday 
resort,  in  lovely  scenery.  I  understand  that  the 
revenue  from  the  fish  breeding,  letting  of  land,  etc., 
would  go  a  long  way  towards  covering  the  interest 
on  the  investment  and  other  outlay.  I  asked  the 
Vice-Consul  to  send  me  particulars,  and  give  them 
on  the  chance  of  their  being  useful.  I  have  no 
interest  in  the  matter,  and  know  nothing  more 
about  it : — 

"  For  sale,  on  very  favourable  terms,  a  valuable 
fishing  estate  in  North  Tirol,  situated  in  a  pic- 
turesque valley,  3785ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
surrounded  by  most  beautiful  scenery,  and  with  a 
most  healthy  chmate.  The  property  is  within 
three  hours'  driving  distance  of  a  railway  station, 
which  can  be  reached  from  England  in  about  thirty 
hours.  The  estate,  which  extends  over  twenty-two 
acres,  comprises  a  small  furnished  house  and  garden, 
situated  on  the  verge  of  a  charming  lake,  together 
with  an  admirably  arranged  and  highly  successful 
trout  breeding  estabhshment,  and  the  sole  right  of 
fishing  in  two  lakes  and  twelve  streams.  There  are 
fifty  breeding  tanks  and  nine  ponds,  together  with 
a  large  breeding  hut,  and  the  supply  of  water  is 
unUmited.  The  present  proprietor  has  spared  no 
pains  to  make  the  estabhshment  as  perfect  as  is 
possible,  and  the  whole  of  the  apparatus  which  is 
requisite  for  carrying  on  the  same  is  to  be  sold  with 
the  property.  Seven  different  kinds  of  trout  are 
being  reared  on  the  estate,  and  the  number  of  eggs 
at  present  produced  is  half  a  million  per  annu  m. 
The  trout  in  the  streams  may  be  said  to  average 
three  to  the  pound,  and  there  are  some  very  heavy 
fish  in  some  parts  of  the  water.  A  new  railway 
line  will  ere  long  run  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
property,  the  value  of  which  will  be  greatly 
enhanced  thereby.  All  further  particulars  may 
be  obtained  from  the  British  Vice-Consul  at 
Innsbruck.'-  R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  COMING  SALMON  ANGLING 
SEASON  IN  SCOTLAND. 

On  Jan.  11  another  angling  season  commences 
north  of  the  Border.  This  year  the  trout  angler 
must  abide  his  time  till  March  1  wheels  round,  but 
the  salmon  angler  who  cares  for  the  very  early 
spring  fishing  may  put  up  his  rod  in  the  course  of 
the  next  few  days.  True,  operations  are  confined 
to  a  very  few  rivers  and  streams  till  well  into 
February,  but  the  Halladale,  Strathy,  Naver, 
Borgie,  Helmsdale,  and  Thurso,  all  Highland 
streams,  open  to  rodsmen  on  the  11th  inst.,  while 
the  mighty  Tay  system  and  Loch  Tay  open  on  the 
15th  inst.,  as  also  does  the  Forth  district,  now  for 
the  second  or  third  time  since  the  rearrangement 
of  dates  for  the  Forth  and  Teith  waters.  The 
Shetlands  open  on  Feb.  1,  but  of  the  other  hundred 
odd  salmon  fishery  districts  in  Scotland  some  eighty 
odd  streams  wall  not  be  relieved  of  their  legal 
fetters  till  Feb.  11,  and  a  few  on  dates  later  on  till 
March  1. 

The  recent  floods  have  been  most  propitious  for 
the  very  early  rivers.  All  through  December  the 
rivers  and  streams  have  been  in  a  constant  state 
of  flood — not  altogether  snow-water,  for  rain  storms 


have  predominated,  and  although  there  has  been  a 
good  admixture  of  snow-broth  yet  the  rain  floods 
have  not  been  equalled  by  anything  like  them 
during  the  previous  thirty  years. 

That  there  should  be  a  good  head  of  fish  forward 
on  the  opening  day  goes  without  saying,  while  the 
descent  of  kelts  and  spent  fish  has  no  doubt  been 
accelerated  in  an  equal  degree.  Much  will  depend 
on  the  weather  during  January.  From  appearances 
at  present  it  promises  to  be  open  at  the  start. 

An  open  December  and  January  are  always 
followed  by  a  good  head  of  early  springers,  which 
get  well  up  into  the  streams,  whereas  when  these 
months  are  closed  up  with  ice  and  snow,  and  the 
rivers  reduced  to  dead  summer  level,  the  early 
spring  fish  are  late  in  being  found,  are  sparse  in 
numbers,  and  the  bulk  of  them  usually  go  to  fill 
the  netsman's  barrel  (salmon  are  measured  by  the 
barrel  by  tacksmen)  instead  of  the  angler's  creelj 
The  prospects  of  these  Highland  streams  then,  so 
far  as  can  be  judged  by  the  past  conditions  of 
wind,  weather,  and  water,  are  on  the  whole  very 
favourable. 

Much  may  depend  on  what  a  day  may  bring 
forth  as  to  weather  and  water,  but  in  the  meantime 
everythmg  portends  a  good  opening.  The  Tay  and 
Loch  Tay  systems  are  always  more  or  less  open  to 
the  early  spring  angler,  and  are  becoming  more  and 
more  favourite  resorts  as  time  wears  on,  where  an 
early  cast  may  be  had  wth  the  certainty  of  finding 
a  salmon  if  they  are  to  be  found  anywhere. 

The  Forth  and  Teith  now  open  simultaneously 
with  the  Tay  to  the  rodsman,  and  last  year  the 
results  on  the  Teith  at  least  fully  justified  the 
change.  Better  a  good  few  early  springers  than 
dozens  of  gravid  autumn  fish,  and  although  autumn 
anglers  feel  being  cut  off  from  their  sport  just  when 
it  is  beginning  to  get  rife  in  a  late  autumn,  yet  the 
gain  of  a  two  weeks'  start  or  so  before  the  net  is 
put  in  and  the  quality  of  the  fish  obtained  fully 
compensate  for  the  chance  disappointment  of  a  late 
autumn  season. 

Large  flies  are  the  order  of  the  day  during  the 
first  few  weeks  of  the  season.  When  there  are  lots 
of  ice,  and  a  fly  cannot  be  got  out  with  safety  to 
the  top  joint  of  the  rod,  then  a  gudgeon  or  phantom 
may  be  put  up  with  a  good  chance  of  getting  well 
sunk  and  out  of  harm's  way.  Some  years  ago  the 
size  of  the  early  spring  flies  would  terrify  present 
day.  anglers,  yet  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  it  was 
the  firm  behef  of  the  old  school  that  nothing 
under  three-and-a-half  inch  and  four  inch,  and 
even  four-and-a-half  inch,  irons  need  be  offered  an 
early  spring  salmon  with  any  hope  of  success. 
Three-and-a-half  inch  files  are  not  uncommon  yet, 
but  four  inch  and  larger  are  seldom  used.  On 
Loch  Tay  the  phantom  does  best,  and  is  the  most 
popular  lure  where  troUing  predominates.  A  very 
slight  change  in  the  temperature  of  the  water  and 
the  size  of  the  fly  is  .speedily  reduced  ;  but  it  is  a 
case  of  Mahomet  going  to  the  mountain  in  these 
early  opening  days  when  the  fish  lie  deep,  when  the 
rivers  are  in  semi-flood,  and  when  the  fly  has  to  be 
well  sunk  if  a  fish  is  to  be  brought  to  the  bank. 

The  river  water  is  seldom  so  cold  as  people  on 
the  -bank  imagine  it,  and  with  plenty  of  warm 
woollen  underclothing,  and  the  comforts  of  life 
otherwise,  one  need  not  fear  the  fiercest  nor'-wester 
that  can  blow.  There  is  a  charm  in  the  early 
spring  fishing  which  is  absent  at  any  other  period 
of  the  year.  The  fish  are  game,  they  are  usually 
fairly  plentiful,  they  rise  freely,  and  the  season  and 
its  chances  are  all  to  come  compared  to  the  dying 
autumn,  which  each  succeeding  day  draws  nearer 
and  nearer  to  its  close.  G.  M. 


AFTEK  ESOX. 


We  had  often  passed  the  pools  in  our  motoring 
journeys,  and  thought  how  likely  they  looked, 
especially  for  pike.  The  Doctor's  "Abbot"  car 
ran  short  of  water,  and  we  hied  us  to  one  of  the 
pools  to  replenish  the  tank.  As  we  gazed  into  its 
pellucid  depths  our  attention  was  arrested  by  a 
heavy  plunge,  and  not  a  dozen  yards  away  was  a 
grand  luce  making  baits  fly  in  all  directions.  This 
was  enough  to  excite  our  bloodthirsty  ardour,  and 
within  a  week  permission  arrived  to  fish  the  pool, 
spinning  or  trolhng.  We  laid  in  a  plentiful  supply 
of  baits  in  bran,  nice  round  gudgeon,  and  comely 
dace  that  would  spin  like  the  governor  of  an  engine. 
We  eschewed  roach,  partly  because  there  were  plenty 
in  the  pool  and  partly  because  of  theii'  flat,  and 
therefore  non-rotary,  formation.    People  will  dis- 


agree with  me  in  this,  especially  those  who  prefer 
the  wobbly  bait.  Both  styles  have  many  advocates. 
In  medio  tutissimus.  Spin  well,  but  not  too  fast. 
We  used  different  flights,  the  Doctor  favouring 
some  Jardine  flight — better  for  live-baiting  I 
thought — while  I  requisitioned  the  Pennell- Bromley 
style.  We  were  both  of  us  fairly  expert  exponents 
of  the  Nottingham  style,  although  I  could  make 
the  Thames  cast  as  well,  thus  securing  greater 
distance  and  accuracy.  I  had  my  rod  fitted  with 
porcelain  rings,  being  a  student  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette ;  the  Doctor  adhered  to  snakes.  These 
porcelain  rings  I  am  sure  only  want  to  be  known 
to  be  more  widely  used.  The  Doctor  facetiously 
caUed  them  serviette  rings.  When  it  came  to 
casting  he  was  simply  not  in  it.  I  could  easily 
send  out  three  dozen  yards  of  line,  if  he  managed 
two  dozen  it  was  all.  But  to  return  to  my  text, 
which  is  pike.  Although  we  had  permission  to  use 
the  boat  we  decided  to  fish  from  the  shore  at  first. 
Two  banks  were  fairly  clear,  and  thus  were  fishable, 
the  other  was  wooded,  and  we  decided  to  fish  that 
side  from  the  boat  later.  I  was  spinning  deep  and 
fairly  fast,  the  Doctor  slower  and  shallower,  not 
using  so  much  lead. 

Luck  seemed  dead  against  me.  The  line  would 
not  at  first  pay  out  evenly — rusty  swivels.  I  lost  a 
fish  or  two  with  not  striking  sharply  enough,  just 
felt  a  "nudge,"  and  when  I  struck  the  bait  flew 
back  at  me.  Again,  I  got  fast  on  the  bottom,  and 
a  couple  of  shillings  went  in  tackle  This  was  far 
from  a  pleasant  diversion,  and  just  as  I  happened 
to  gaze  across  at  the  Doctor  I  saw  his  rod  making 
a  meaning  arch,  he  meanwhile  shouting  for  the 
gaff'.  I  hurried  to  his  assistance,  and  at  the  first 
attempt  transfixed  a  nice  pike  of  about  5lb. 

"Had  any  luck  ?  "  said  the  Doctor. 

"  Not  much.    Is  this  your  first  ?  " 

"  No,  my  third.    Two  more  under  that  tree." 

Horrors  !  he  had  already  101b.  of  fish,  and  I  had 
not  pegged  a  single  hole. 

"  Better  leave  the  gaff,  hadn't  you  ?  You  don't 
seem  to  want  it." 

I  said  I  would  come  as  often  as  he  called,  and 
made  a  fresh  start.  Now  in  a  day's  fishing  you 
don't  find  that  one  man  has  all  the  luck  and  the 
other  gets  water-beaten,  given  equal  conditions  and 
equal  skill.  There  must  be  a  balance  somewhere. 
The  fish  were  evidently  on  the  move,  andif  I  went 
home  pikelesa  it  must  be  put  down  to  rank  bad 
fishing  or  faulty  tackle.  1  knew  the  tackle  was 
right,  so  I  decided  to  slog  away  and  make  up  some 
leeway.  The  Doctor  had  chosen  his  own  ground, 
and  was  casting  down  the  wind,  which  was  con- 
siderable. In  this  I  thought  him  mistaken.  I 
argued  thus  : — The  wind  blows  all  the  surface  food 
and  refuse  on  to  the  lee  shore,  the  small  fish  follow 
this,  their  food,  the  pike  follow  the  fish. 

This  theory  I  began  to  put  into  practice,  as  with 
my  heavy  tackle  I  could  get  out  a  good  long  line 
in  the  teeth  of  the  wind,  which  was  impossible  for 
the  Doctor  with  his  lighter  tackle.  I  used  a  silvery 
dace,  fairly  large,  as  the  water  was  rough,  and  it 
would  be  more  visible  than  a  gudgeon.  About 
thirty  yards  from  the  shore  was  a  belt  of  weeds, 
the  intervening  space  being  open  water.  If  I 
could  cast  within  a  few  yards  of  these  weeds  and 
let  my  bait  sink  a  few  seconds — say,  six  or  so — and 
then  spin  it  home,  I  felt  I  had  a  good  chance 

The  result  was  not  disappointing;  at  nearly 
every  cast  I  felt  a  tug.  I  struck  smartly  two  or 
three  times  and  then  wound  liim  in  nolens  volens. 
Some  came  along  fairly  easily,  others  wanted  a  lot 
of  coaxing  before  the  gaff  was  spitted  in  their 
vitals.  In  about  two  hours  I  had  on  the  bank  nine 
decent  pike  that  would  weigh  close  on  401b 

Now  this  was  enough  for  sport,  but  should  we  go 
in  for  slaughter  arid  have  a  record  day  ?  We 
decided  to  lunch  and  discuss  it.  The  Doctor's 
catch  included  two  fish  that  I  had  nothing  equal 
to,  beauties  of  about  6lb.  each.  In  weight  his  fish 
would  not  fall  far  short  of  mine,  though  he  had  two 
better  fish  than  I  could  show. 

"  Well,  gentlemen,"  said  the  keeper,  who  had  a 
knack  of  turning  up  at  lunch  time,  "  any  sport  ?  " 

"  Fair,"  said  we,  displaying  only  three  or  four  of 
the  smallest. 

"  Poor,  I  call  it.  Finish  your  lunch,  and  I  will 
row  you  out  in  the  boat."- 

We  did  so,  with  his  ready  and  effectual  assistance. 
Our  flask  also  came  in  for  an  approving  smilo,  as 
the  keeper  smacked  his  lips  over  the  last  half. 
His  appetite  was  Gargantuan,  his  thirst  Uke 
Tantalus. 

i'  Nice  whiskey,  gentlemen." 
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"  It  was,"  we  said  dolefully. 

But  to  business  and  the  boat.  It  is  no  easy  task 
to  spin  from  a  boat  with  the  boatman  in.  We 
therefore  left  him  ashore  with  the  remnants  of  the 
lunch,  and  he  seemed  well  content.  We  decided  to 
take  turn  and  turn  about  with  the  oars  while  the 
other  fished.  We  tossed  for  choice.  I  lost,  as 
usual,  and  began  to  pull  like  a  galley  slave. 

I  kept  about  forty  yards  off  shore,  and  paddled 
down  wind.  In  this  I  was  artful,  as  I  knew  I  should 
fish  twice  as  long  as  the  Doctor  as  he  paddled  back. 
For  a  while  he  moved  nothing,  then  he  hooked  and 
lost  one,  then  another.  A  few  anathemas  were 
plainly  audible  ;  these  I  frowned  at,  as  I  felt  I 
ought.  In  all  that  glorious  length  of  water  the 
Doctor  only  got  one  small  pickerel. 

Wouldn't  I  wipe  his  eye.  It  was  my  turn  to 
score  now,  thought  I.    He'll  turn  green  with  envy. 

Fish  as  hard  and  well  as  I  could  I  could  get  no 
tangible  response.  Disgusted,  I  slung  out  a  furious 
cast,  just  luckily  falling  short  of  some  rushes  on 
the  shore.  I  saw  a  flash,  my  bait  stopped  (my 
heart  too,  I  think).  I  struck,  and  again,  but  there 
was  no  quiver  or  life  in  the  line.  Was  I  in  a 
stump  ?  No.  I  felt  a  tremor  and  a  shake,  then 
my  reel  screamed  again  as  he  dashed  out  for  the 
open  water.  I  felt  I  had  some  business  on,  and 
fifty  yards  of  line  might  not  be  enough. 

"  Pull  after  him,"  I  yelled. 

The  Doctor  just  got  round  in  time,  and  made  up 
a  dozen  yards  in  a  couple  of  vigorous  strokes,  just 
as  I  could  see  the  barrel  of  my  reel  getting  bare. 
Then  I  gained  on  him  and  got  in  a  dozen  yards. 
Again  he  took  out  line,  and  I  thought  he  would  go 
down  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  he  seemed  to  swim 
so  deep.  After  that  furious  dive  I  was  always  on 
terms  with  him,  and  after  fifteen  minutes'  steady 
play  I  saw  in  the  boat  bottom  a  pike  of  a  like 
number  of  pounds.  That  finished  the  day.  He  is 
gazing  down  at  me  now  with  his  glassy  eyes,  little 
thinking  that  I  am  recording  his  untimely  decease. 

Kill-Devil. 


THE  LATE  ME.  JAMES  AVKIGHT, 
OE  SPEOUSTON. 


[The  following  account  of  that  well-known  angler 
and  fishing-tackle  maker,  the  late  Mr.  James 
Wright,  of  Sprouston,  is  from  a  long  article  in  the 
Kdso  Mail  ot  Dec.  24,  1902.  I  am  sure  a  great 
many  of  my  readers  will  bo  glad  to  have  the 
portraits  I  give  of  Mr.  Wright  and  his  youngest 
son.  When  staying  at  Kelso  in  May,  1901,  I 
called  at  Tweedview  and  had  a  pleasant  chat  with 
Mr.  Wright.— R.  B.  Marston.] 

"  It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  we  record  the 
death  of  Mr.  James  Wright,  fishing-tackle  maker, 
of  Tweedview,  Sprouston,  which  event  took  place 
there  on  Thursday,  Dec.  18,  after  a  lingering  illness 
of  about  fourteen  weeks'  duration.  Deceased,  who 
was  seventy- three  years  of  age,  was  prostrated  with 
typhoid  fever  in  September  last,  and  this  illness 
leaving  him  in  a  very  weak  state,  other  complica- 
tions ensued,  and  he  passed  peacefully  away  on 
Thursday,  Dec.  18,  as  already  stated.  During  his 
long  and  trying  illness,  which  was  borne  with  calm 
resignation,  he  was  tenderly  nursed  by  his  devoted 
wife  and  daughters.  Mr.  Wright  was  the  third  son 
of  the  late  Mr.  George  Wright,  of  Sprouston.  His 
mother  died  in  1846,  and  his  father  falling  a  victim 
to  the  terrible  scourge  of  cholera  which  visited  the 
district  in  1849,  James  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age 
of  twenty,  and  besides  having  thus  early  in  life  to 
provide  for  himself,  he  had  also  to  act  as  bread- 
winner for  other  members  of  the  family.  His 
father,  who  was  a  keen  fisher,  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  dressing  his  own  flies,  which  were  at  best 
but  rough  productions,  but  it  was  from  such  a 
small  beginning  as  copying  his  father's  work  that 
young  Wright  eventually  achieved  that  superlative 
skill  in  the  manufacture  of  salmon  flies  which  has 
made  his  name  famous  all  over  the  world.  In  the 
early  days  of  his  career  he  was  occasionally 
employed  by  the  late  Mr.  George  Forrest,  of  Kelso, 
another  pioneer  of  the  industry  on  Tweedside, 
whose  shop  in  these  early  days  was  in  the  Wood 
Market.  However,  as  fly-fishing  for  salmon  became 
more  generally  resorted  to,  Mr.  Wright  built  up  a 
thriving  business  on  his  own  account,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  the  little  thatched  cottage  at 
Sprouston  in  i which  he  at  first  resided  got  too 
small  for  his  rapidly  extending  trade.  Thereafter 
Tweedview  was  built,  and  here  the  business  has 


been  carried  on  up  to  the  present.  Mr.  Wright 
first  exhibited  at  the  International  Exhibition  held 
in  London  in  1862,  where  he  gained  a  bronze  medal 
(then  the  highest  award)  for  '  very  great  excellence 
in  the  tying  of  salmon  and  trout  flies.'  Then  in 
1883,  at  the  International  Fisheries  Exhibition  in 
London,  his  exhibits  of  salmon  flies  secured  for  him 
two  gold  medals  and  the  first  and  second  money 
prizes  of  £10  and  £5  respectively,  besides  four 
diplomas  of  honour.  He  was  the  inventor  or  the 
first  to  produce  some  of  the  more  popular  salmon 
flies  used  on  the  Tweed  and  other  rivers,  such  as 
the  Silver  Grey,  the  Greenwell,  the  Wilkinson,  the 
Childers,  the  Popham,  etc.,  and  that  best  known  of 
all  the  artificial  trout  flies,  Greenwell's  Glory,  was 
also  first  brought  out  by  him.*  With  regard  to 
the  origin  of  the  two  salmon  flies  the  Greenwell 
and  the  Wilkinson,  it  is  interesting  to  quote  from 
Mr.  W.  Henderson's  book  entitled,  '  My  Life  as  an 
Angler.'    In  an  account  of  a  visit  which  he  and 


yclept  the  William  Henderson.  Some  yea-s  after- 
wards the  idea  of  a  white -bodied  fly  was  improve  1 
upon  both  by  Mr.  Greenwell  and  Mr.  P.  S 
Wilkinson.  The  former  invented  a  fly  whose  chief 
characteristic  was  a  pale  blue  silk  aad  silver  body 
whilst  the  latter  boldly  struck  out  the  n  jtion  of'a 
body  of  silver  tinsel.  The.se  fliej  (the  fJreenwell 
and  the  Wilkinson)  are  now  acknowled'^ed  to  br^ 
among  the  best  used  on  the  river,  if  not  tho  very 
best.'  Mr.  Wright  also  took  high  rank  as  a  skilful 
angler.  Fishing,  indeed,  was  his  only  pastime,  and 
as  a  trout  angler  he  had  few  equals.  He  aho  from 
time  to  time  had  a  spell  at  salmon  li shine,  the 
heaviest  fish  he  ever  caught  being  one  of  38}lb., 
killed  on  the  Makerstoun  water.  In  private  life 
Mr.  Wright  was  one  of  the  most  amiable  and  genth 
of  men.  Kind  and  afl'able  in  dispo  litiori,  he  wan 
the  friend  of  everybody,  and  was  held  in  t  ie  h'glisst 
esteem  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  arqua'nt- 
ance.    He  is  survived  by  Mrs.  Wright,  thr.'^e  sors; 


The  late  Mr.  Ja^ie-s  W-cight,  or  Spbouston- on-Tweed,  and  irlis  Younc 


Mr.  W.  Greenwell  paid  to  Sprouston  in  the  autumn 
of  1848.  the  author  says  : — '  Mr.  Greenwell's  success 
on  August  29  (when  he  captured  six  grilse  while 
Mr.  Henderson  only  caught  one)  led  to  a  good  deal 
of  discussion  as  to  the  best  salmon  fly  for  a  black 
water.  My  theory  was  that  a  sharp  contrast  to 
the  colour  of  the  water  was  the  best,  and  accord- 
ingly I  directed  Jemmy  Wright  to  dress  a  fly  with 
a  white  silk  body,  golden-crest  wings,  blue  chatterer 
shoulders,  and  grey  tippet.  Here  was  a  fly  that 
certainly  did  show  startlingly  in  a  black  water,  and 
the  result  was  that  on  the  morrow  I  took  eight 
grilse  and  rose  eight  more  fish,  while  no  angler  in 
the  neighbourhood  captured  more  than  a  couple. 
It  was  still  more  remarkable  that  on  none  of  my 
later  fishings  had  I  any  great  success  with  this  fly, 

*  I  think  as  far  as  the  Greenwell's  Glory  trout  fly 
is  concerned  this  is  not  quite  correct.  It  was 
invented  by  Canon  Greenwell,  and  brought  out  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland. — R.  B.  M. 


and  six  daughters,  for  whom  much  sympathy  is 
felt  in  their  painful  bereavement.  Two  of  the 
sons,  Messrs.  George  and  John  Wright,  followed 
the  same  occupation  as  their  father,  under  whom 
they  have  had  an  extended  experience,  and  the 
business  will  be  carried  on  as  formerly  under  their 
direction.  Mr.  Wm.  Wright,  the  other  surviving 
son.  is  a  veterinary  surgeon  at  Sidmouth,  in  Devon- 
shire. His  eldest  daughter.  Miss  Wright,  carries  on 
a  thriving  fishing-tackle  business  in  Princess-street, 
Edinburgh,  and  of  the  remaining  daughters  three 
are  married.  He  is  also  survived  by  one  brother, 
Mr.  George  Wright,  late  fisherman  at  Makerstoun, 
who  has  returned  to  Sprouston  to  spend  his  declin- 
ing years  in  his  native  village,  and  also  by  a  sister 
who  went  to  Austraha  many  years  ago." 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on  application. 
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TKOUT  FISHING  ON  KAPID 
STREAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  Cutcliffe,  F.R.C.S. 

{Continued  from  page  457,  Vol.  XLV.) 
CHAPTER  IV. 

In  the  foregoing  portion,  our  remarks  have  been 
generally  directed  to  certain  points  which  affect 
«ach  particular  mode  of  fishing,  almost  equally, 
and  having  thu.s  taken  a  hasty  view  of  our  subject 
as  an  art,  it  will  be  necessary  to  retrace  our  ex- 
tended steps,  and,  by  pausing  on  such  parts  of  our 
subject  as  require  more  particular  explanations, 
to  dilate  on  the  details  of  each  style  of  practice  of 
our  craft.  Such  points  of  detail  will  alone  be 
dwelt  on  as  experience  suggests,  to  aid  the  novice, 
or  stimulate  the  fisherman  whose  knowledge  of 
fishing  depends  on  observations  acquired  on  large 
and  quiet  streams,  and  not  on  rapid  brooks  and 
streamlets.  I  trust  our  time  will  not  be  unpro- 
fitably  occupied  in  considering  separately  the 
mode  of  using  the  different  baits  before  alluded  to, 
and  going  so  far  into  the  minutire  of  the  subject 
as  seems  to  be  practically  beneficial,  and  in  so 
doing  we  will  endeavour  to  keep  our  minds  on 
the  river,  to  sum  up  the  actual  experience  of 
work,  and  enumerate  special  difficulties  which 
practical  acquaintance  with  the  rod  and  hne  can 
alone  afford.  The  results  of  labour  thus  given  may, 
it  is  hoped,  prevent  disappointments,  enrich  the 
mind  of  the  novice  with  serviceable  precepts,  and 
teach  him  to  make  use  of  every  favourable  cir- 
cumstance with  best  advantage  to  himself ;  and  a 
right  knowledge  of  the  principles  wiU.  ensure  the 
exercise  of  his  reason  and  ingenuity,  and,  if  we 
add  but  a  little  personal  famiUarity  with  the  art 
itself,  we  can  confidently  promise  certain  and 
speedy  success  to  his  labours. 

Whichever  of  the  various  modes  of  fishing  we 
select  for  especial  discourse,  we  must  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  bait  itself,  our  mode  of  using  it,  and 
the  rivers  on  which  it  is  to  be  employed.  As  of 
all  styles  of  fishing,  artificial  fiy-fishing  is  the 
most  general  favourite  and  most  universally 
applicable  to  rapid  streams,  I  prefer  choosing  this 
for  our  present  subject ;  but,  before  proceeding  fur- 
ther, I  must  again  remind  the  reader  that  we  are 
about  to  treat  of  fly-fishing  on  small  and  rapid,  or 
rapid  and  much  divided,  streams  ;  and  I  trust  that 
what  may  be  said  will  not  be  too  hastily  judged 
or  condemned  without  careful  trial,  lest  such  views 
as  will  be  brought  forward  be  deemed  incorrect, 
because  standing  in  some  points  at  variance,  in 
others  in  direct  contrast,  with  what  is  ordinarily 
written  concerning  artificial  fly-fishing  ;  but  with 
the  assurance  that  nothing  either  of  principle  or 
practice  shall  be  advanced  but  what  I  have  per- 
sonally practised,  and  that  nothing  shall  be  dwelt 
on,  respecting  this  practice,  but  what  is  deemed  to 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  be  attended  to,  study- 
ing to  avoid  all  theoretical  expositions,  and 
endeavouring  to  adhere  as  closely  as  possible  to 
important  facts,  obtained  by  personal  observation, 
I  beseech  the  reader  to  reflect  and  make  trial  ere 
he  criticises  ;  and  if  my  descriptive  powers  are 
insufficient  to  make  the  art  comprehensible  to 
all,  I  have  to  plead  as  my  excuse  that  my  desire 
is  rather  to  give  what  is  practically  advantageous 
and  instructive,  to  the  fisherman  than  by  more 
careful  attention  to  the  writing  itself  to  render 
this  little  book  pleasing  and  attractive  by  reheving 
the  piscatoiial  treatise  with  the  description  of 
country  scenes  and  pastoral  pleasures,  with  their 
romantic  and  imaginative  tendencies. 

Fly-fishing  on  large  streams,  such  as  are  mostly 
frequented  by  fishermen,  has  been  very  ably  dis- 
cussed by  many  authors,  and  I  have  very  Httle  to 
add  to  their  accounts,  or  differ  from  their  opinions 
in  the  general  sense.  The  precise  period  when 
wo  should  commence  fly-fishing  is  as  soon  as  the 
trout  ai^e  in  condition  for  tlie  table,  for  when  they 
aie  so  they  will  be  found  in  sporting  condition. 
This  depends  on  the  breeding  time  of  the  trout, 
which  in  some  rivers  is  much  earlier  than  in  others  : 
the  Exe,  for  example,  is  one  of  the  earliest  rivers 
m  Devon.shire,  and  Exe  fish  being  comparatively 
earlier  than  most  streams  in  the  North  of  Devon, 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams:  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  Ngj-th  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marstun  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  3s.  Od.,  post  free. 


it  is  probable  that  their  spawning  season  begins 
earlier,  on  which  account  the  trout  come  into  good 
condition,  assume  a  healthy  state,  and  in  course, 
are  more  active  and  powerful  in  their  movements, 
earher  in  the  commencement  of  the  year  than 
those  frequenting  streams  in  which  they  spawn  later, 
and  consequently  do  not  get  over  the  sickly  con- 
dition which  naturally  ensues  during  and  after  the 
breeding  time.  In  these  later  streams,  although 
the  fish  is  not  in  a  healthy  condition  for  sport,  and 
in  good  plight  of  body  for  the  table  so  early  in  the 
year,  he  yet  is  pleasing  to  the  sportsman  and  agree- 
able to  the  gourmand  proportionally  later  in  the 
season.  Trout,  as  autumn  approaches  (and  in 
North  Devon  streams  about  the  months  of  August 
and  September),  begin  to  prepare  for  the  propa- 
gation of  their  species,  and  in  order  to  obtain 
places  best  adapted  for  hatching  their  spawn, 
where,  indeed,  it  is  least  disturbed,  and  most  likely 
to  obtain  the  requisite  supply  of  natural  elements, 
run  away  from  their  old  breeding  grounds  in  the 
larger  streams,  and  repair  to  the  smaller  branches*  ; 
here  they  remain  some  time,  till  the  necessity  for 
depositing  their  spawn  induces  them,  usually  in 
October,  to  seek  the  narrowest  brooks  and  stream- 
lets, and  here  they  remain  watching  their  spawn 
and  young  till  the  following  spring,  when  they 
gradually  descend  again  to  larger  waters  ;  as  yet 
enfeebled  by  the  late  demands  on  their  bodies, 
unable  to  resist  the  powerful  rapid,  they  prefer 
the  more  still  and  quiet  places,  where,  with  the 
least  possible  exertion,  they  may  obtain  sufficiency 
of  food  ;  in  such  places  they  may  be  caught  in 
January,  and  the  early  part  of  February,  lying 
in  almost  still  water,  by  the  sides  of  the  stickles, 
at  the  tails  of  pools,  under  overhanging  banks, 
etc.  ;  but  not  in  the  bubbUng,  gushing  torrent 
or  so  near  it  as  that  they  would  be  obUged  to 
swim  against  it  in  their  pursuit  of  prey  ;  and  here, 
too,  at  such  times,  they  prefer  to  feed  on  ground 
baits  rather  than  sport  with  the  Uvely  fly. 

Spring,  however,  returning  with  her  genial 
warmth,  conduces  to  the  health  of  the  trout,  who 
with  increasing  strength  and  bodily  power  will 
soon  attempt  more  rapid  waters,  at  first  seeking 
the  tails  of  long  pools,  where  they  may  with  tole- 
rable exertion  catch  the  flies  now  becoming  gra- 
dually more  numerous,  and  on  whom  they  desire 
the  more  to  feed,  and  may,  moreover,  rub  them- 
selves in  the  sand  to  free  themselves  from  the 
slime  which  is  always  found  adherent  to  the  scales 
of  sickly  fish,  and  rid  themselves  too  of  insects, 
often  numerous  and  sources  of  great  trouble  to 
the  emaciated  trout ;  thus  improving  the  condition 
of  their  integuments,  they  stimulate  their  body  to 
vigour  of  growth,  and  feeding  more  abundantly, 
they  soon  become  strong  and  healthy,  fat  and  fair, 
their  scales  bright  and  lustrous,  and  their  beauti- 
ful spots  conspicuously  ornamental  to  their  sides  ; 
and  having  rubbed  their  coats  and  freed  themselves 
of  shme,  new  scales  develop  themselves,  their 
bodies  acquire  plumpness,  their  muscles  power,  and 
their  systems  vigour,  old  desires  and  habits  return, 
and  having  regained  rude  health,  seek  the  rapid 
current,  delighting  in  its  very  opposition,  and 
gambolUng  amidst  its  turbulent  waves  in  perfect 
enjoyment  of  fife.  The  precise  time  when  these 
changes  in  locaHties,  in  habits,  and  in  health 
occur,  varies,  I  believe,  in  almost  every  stream  ; 
some,  as  I  have  said,  being  earlier  and  some  later 
than  others  ;  but  speaking  in  a  general  rule,  I 
may  say  that  the  trout  in  North  Devon  are  in 
good  condition  in  the  end  of  February,  or  beginning 
of  March,  and  remain  in  a  healthy  state  till  the 
end  of  August ;  so  that  fly-fishing  may  be  legiti- 
mately pursued  from  February  till  the  end  of 
August.  All  the  trout  will  not,  in  February,  be 
found  in  perfect  condition,  but  many  will ;  and, 
if  the  season  be  warm,  good  sport  may  be  expected 
in  the  end  of  February.  Late  fish,  when  cap- 
tured, should  always  be  thrown  in  again,  as  they 
are  wholly  unfit  for  table,  and  disgrace  a  fisher- 
man's basket. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  as  in  February,  the 
brooks  are,  from  rain  and  snow,  usually  very  high  ; 
the  water  seems  to  come  lashing  and  dashing 


*  This  assertion  may  seem  to  require  proof.  The 
best  I  can  advance,  and  from  which  I  draw  the  con- 
clusion, is  the  gradual  emptying  of  the  bigger  and  at 
the  same  time  proportional  filling  of  the  lesser 
streams  in  the  autumn.  The  rule  of  migration  is 
belie\-ed  to  be  generally  true,  but  not  uni\-ersally 
necessary  to  trout,  as  is  the  case  for  ejiample  with 
almon. 


along  in  one  determined,  unbroken,  and  most 
violent  course  ;  the  inequalities  of  the  bottom,  from 
rocks,  etc.,  are  as  yet,  with  so  large  a  volume  of 
water,  insufficient  to  divide,  pond  back,  or  retard 
the  impetuous  stream  :  and  though  its  surface  is 
thrown  into  waves,  and  its  body  forms  whirlpools, 
the  insignificant  opposition  of  presumptuous 
stones  but  increases  its  raging  and  turbulence, 
and,  bounding  as  it  were  from  trifling  hindrances, 
it  continues  its  wild  career.  In  such  waters  as 
these,  the  trout  to  be  able,  even  if  willing,  to 
take  our  fly  as  we  are  obliged  to  use  it  need  be 
very  strong  and  active,  and  this  so  early  in  the 
season  we  know  they  are  not ;  consequently  we 
could  not  reasonably  expect  much  sport  early  in 
the  year,  on  brooks  or  streams  whose  volume  is 
great,  and  fall  precipitous — we  should  rather 
turn  our  attention  to  the  broader  and  quieter 
streams,  in  which  the  convalescent  trout  can 
gently  sport,  and  in  which  he  will  be  able  to  seize 
our  fly  when  offered  to  him  in  the  proper  manner. 
The  peculiar  kind  of  weather  we  generally  have, 
too,  in  the  earher  months  is  adverse  to  fly-fishing 
on  small  and  rapid  streams,  inasmuch  as  high 
winds  usually  prevail,  and  these  prevent  our 
throwing  our  fly  with  that  amount  of  precision 
requisite  for  success  in  the  little  lively  brook  :  it 
also  favours  most  inconveniently  the  entanglement 
of  our  flies  and  collar,  and  the  hitching  of  our  flies 
in  the  bushes,  which  are  almost  constantly  found  by 
brooks,  and  always  in  the  way  to  bother  us.  Now 
this  high  wind  (my  detestation  on  small  streamlets) 
will  often  be  found  of  the  greatest  possible  assistance 
when  we  are  on  the  broader  and  quieter  river  ;  and 
will,  often  from  its  particular  direction,  whether 
blowing  up  or  down,  or  across  the  stream,  make 
very  considerable  difference  in  the  weight  of  our 
basket  after  a  day's  exertion.  If,  then,  we  wish 
to  commence  fly-fishing  in  February,  or  the  end 
even  of  January,  we  evidently  should  select  some 
stream  where  we  may  find  quiet  pools,  still  water, 
or  gentle  undulations,  such  as  will  be  suitable  to 
the  enervated  frame  of  the  trout  and  its  require- 
ments at  this  period  ;  and  we  may  continue  our 
preference  to  large  streams  even  so  late  as 
April ;  for  though  on  chance  occasions  good  sport 
might  be  procured  before  April  on  small,  yet  we 
know  we  are  more  certain  of  it  on  large  ;  and,  as 
the  time  of  year  when  we  can  so  say  of  large  streams 
is  but  short,  it  is  advisable  for  the  fisherman  to 
make  the  best  use  of  his  time,  and  fish  the  large 
streams  early,  when  successfully  he  can,  lest  later, 
when  he  would,  he  be  disappointed  in  sport  on 
them — whereas  he  would  be  certain  of  sport  on 
the  small.  And,  again,  from  what  we  have  said, 
it  would  follow  that  in  late  or  autumn  fishing  we 
should  seek  sport  and  obtain  it  on  tl^e  small 
rather  than  large  streams  :  we  shall  then  expect 
a  greater  number  of  fish,  and  these,  too,  better 
incHned  to  sport,  as  they  are  yet  active  and  lively, 
and  pleased  with  the  fly  ;  and  the  water  being 
suitable,  as  it  often  is  in  July  and  August,  we  are 
certain  of  capturing  a  great  many  in  a  day  ;  indeed, 
I  think  if  I  had  to  name  one  month  in  the  year, 
in  which  over  many  years'  fishing  I  have  captured 
on  an  average  the  greatest  number  of  trout,  I 
should  name  August  Often  in  June  or  July 
the  bed  of  the  small  rivers  and  brooks  is  almost 
dry  ;  it  is,  in  fact,  no  longer  a  stream  in  which  we 
could  at  all  expect  sport,  and  the  fish  from  their 
great  exposure  and  being  constantly  worried  and 
frightened  by  poachers,  groping  and  netting,  and 
fishermen  whipping  the  crystal  water,  become 
excessively  timid,  rush  off  on  the  slightest  appear- 
ance of  a  strange  object  to  stones  and  hovers, 
and  are,  from  reasons  which  we  have  before  con- 
sidered, with  great  difficulty  deceived  by  artificial 
baits.  If  after  a  long  drought  at  this  time  of  the 
year  a  heavy  rain  succeeds  and  increases  the  size 
of  the  stream,  converts  the  extended  shallox'S'  clear 
water  into  a  series  of  rapids,  deeper  in  breadth  and 
heightened  in  colour,  we  may  be  sure,  as  soon  as 
the  mud  has  settled  so  as  to  allow  the  fly  to  be  seen, 
of  fine  sport.  All  the  trout  seem  full  of  activity 
and  animation  ;  they  run  up  from  larger  streams 
and  take  the  fly  most  greedily,  and  no  season  or 
period  of  the  year  is  equal  to  autumnal  fishing,  on 
water  in  good  condition,  after  a  long  drought ;  one 
wonders  where  all  the  trout  come  from,  for  so  lately 
the  river  seemed  unoccupied,  and  now  it  looks  quite 
alive  with  them  ;  a  new  supply,  indeed,  has  come 
up  from  larger  streams,  which,  in  their  turn,  are 
now  proportionally  becoming  deficient, 

[To  be  (on'inned.) 
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"  ANGLERS'  PARASITES." 


It  is  generally  believed  by  most  people  that  an 
angler  possesses  an  unlimited  amount  of  jDatience, 
but  whether  this  is  true  in  every  sense  of  the  word 
is  very  doubtful.  The  theory  may  hold  good  when 
it  is  apphed  to  him  and  his  sport,  but  apart  from 
this  the  angler  himself  is  not  more  gifted  with  this 
valuable  trait  than  his  non-angling  brothers.  That 
he  will  sit  for  hours  at  a  stretch  waiting  for  a  bite, 
or  he  will  cast  his  fly  a  hundred  times  without 
getting  a  rise,  is  well  known,  but  let  anyone  disturb 
that  angler  whilst  he  is  thus  engaged,  when  they 
will  at  once  see  how  short  is  his  temper  and  how 
small  is  his  stock  of  real  patience. 

I  take  as  my  example  the  man  who  hies  himself 
off  for  a  day's  bottom  fishing.  He  Avill,  if  he  can, 
choose  for  his  pitch  the  quietest  spot  that  he  can, 
conducive,  of  course,  with  the  place  bsing  a  likely 
swim.  But  this  is  not  always  possible,  and  he 
may  have  to  fish  from  the  towing-path,  not  far 
from  some  adjacent  town.  The  result  of  this  is 
that  he  is  pestered  all  day  long  by  gangs  of  Uttle 
boys,  who  stand  around  and  pass  rude  remarks. 
They  will  even  go  so  far  as  to  overhaul  the  angler's 
tackle,  and  unless  the  unfortunate  individual  has 
two  pairs  of  eyes  he  will  invariably  have  sundry 
things  purloined.  Soft  persuasion  will  sometimes 
have  the  effect  of  removing  this  pest,  but  not 
always,  as  I  have  reason  to  know.  I  have  had  to 
resort  to  severer  and  more  forcible  measures  before 
they  could  be  induced  to  depart.  There  is  also  the 
individual  who  has  more  time  than  sense,  and  who 
deems  it  his  duty  to  spend  that  time  of  his  in 
annoying  others  by  his  assiduous  attentions.  He 
will  stand  by  the  hour,  and  talk  till  you  are  tired 
of  listening.  After  a  time  you  become  obhvious  of 
his  presence,  and  only  the  constant  movement  of 
his  shadow  across  your  swim  keeps  you  aware  that 
he  is  still  with  you.  But  you  have  by  this  time 
lost  consciousness  of  his  voice,  the  dull  monotony 
of  his  tone  having  numbed  your  faculties  of  hearing  : 
still  his  shadow,  with  its  pendulum-like  movement, 
sways  gently  to  and  fro. 

Then  we  have  the  gentleman  who  thinks  he  can 
scull  or  canoe,  as  the  case  may  be.  I  have  many 
times  and  oft  met  this  pest  whilst  quietl  v  fshing, 
and  have  borne  with  patient  resignatLn  hij  on- 
slaughts on  the  Uttle  bit  of  water  that  I  have  chosen 
to  try  my  luck  in.  As  I  write  I  can  see  him,  in  my 
mind,  wending  his  zigzag  course  towards  my  chosen 
swim.  He  is  no  true  sportsman,  in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  word,  though  he  may  be  met  with  carrying  a 
gun,  or  even  a  rod  at  times,  but  both  are  for  show, 
like  himself,  more  l!ian  for  the  love  of  sport.  He 
has,  I  daresay,  a  profound  contempt  for  the  latter 
implement,  but  it  is  the  correct  thing  in  the 
country,  "  doncherknow." 

His  knowledge  of  the  scientific  side  of  any  sport 
his  conceit  prompts  him  to  dabble  in  is  Umited  to 
the  de  rigueur  kind  of  apparel  to  don  whilst 
pursuing  that  pastime.  He  will  appear  upon  the 
river  resplendent  in  boating  flannels,  and  every 
other  article  of  clothing  in  keeping,  as  he  fondly 
imagines,  with  the  exercise  or  pastime  in  which  he 
is  indulging.  His  general  appearance  is  sometimes 
ridiculous,  not  to  say  grotesque,  but  his  self- 
satisfaction  makes  him  unconscious  of  this  fact. 
He  had  far  better  rise  early  in  the  morning  and 
take  a  few  lessons  in  the  art  of  rowing  a  straight 
course  ;  it  would  be  more  beneficial  both  to  himself 
and  others,  especially  anglers  in  general, 

Then,  again,  we  have  the  thoughtless  person  who 
has  brought  his  dog  out  for  an  airing,  also  a  swim, 
the  latter  at  your  expense.  He  must,  of  course, 
choose  your  vicinity  in  which  to  exhibit  his  dog's 
retrieving  powers ;  further  down  or  up  the  river 
Avould  not  do  as  well,  because  it  happens  to  be 
devoid,  as  he  thinks,  of  an  appreciative  audience. 
The  disturbance  created  by  the  animal's  antics  in 
the  water  can  only  be  likened  unto  an  Atlantic 
liner  travelling  full  speed  past  your  floats.  After 
you  have  borne  with  this  annoyance  as  long  as 
your  patience  will  permit,  you  naturally  make 
some  shght  remonstrance,  which  brings  upon  your- 
self no  cessation  of  the  performance,  but  ,an 
avalanche  of  abuse  and  ignorant  reasoning.  On 
no  account  do  I  advocate  violence  to  remove  this 
pest,  especially  should  the  man  be  bigger  than 
yourself,  and  his  "dawg"  of  the  "bulldog  breed." 
To  resort  to  a  measure  of  that  kind  might  entail 
an  end  to.  your  fishing,  and  perhaps  you  also. 

I  should  say  that  these  are  the  three  principal 
parasites  that  tax  the  patience  and  temper  of  the 


angler  who  is  fishing  anywhere  near  a  town.  There 
are  others,  no  doubt,  of  minor  importance  and 
hardly  worth  mentioning,  such  as  gin-bright  water, 
the  foul  and  weedy  bed  of  the  river,  etc.,  but  no 
true  angler  will  surely  chafe  at  these  conditions, 
because  they  are  natural  annoyances,  bad  as  they 
may  be.  He  must  be  prepared  to  take  the  rough 
with  the  smooth  in  everything  in  this  life,  even  in 
angling.  W.  F.  J. 


AN  ANGLER'S  BALLADE. 

(With  apologies  to  Dame  Juliana  Berners.) 


"  The  dysporte  of  anglynge  enducith  a  man  into  a 
mery  spyryte." — Dame  Juliana  Berners. 

Oh  !  the  moisture-laden  south-weste  wynds 

Wafte  landwards  from  over  the  sea : 
Alle  hjfe  ys  fulle,  and  yt  bursteth  forthe 

From  ev'ry  woodlande  tree  : 
While  the  gladde  troughte  leaps,  from  the  gleaming 
deeps. 

Oh  I  a  fysherre's  lyfe  for  me. 

When  the  fyrste  foule  floodes  to  the  sea  have 
swept. 

And  the  streme's  wylde  billowes  die, 
Yts  broad  bosom,  erst  yclad  wyth  fome 
'Twixt  narrower  bankes  dooth  lye. 

When  the  mavis  yt  builds,  and  the  cushat  aye 

Croons  soft  her  louynge  songe ; 
And  the  ouzel  swarte,  wyth  startled  note 

Soundes  throughe  the  woodes  amonge. 

Where  the  fysherre  he  strolls,  and  a  blythe  songe 
trolls, 

(From  alle  care  ys  he  free) ; 
And  wyth  spyryte  goode,  in  merrie  greene  woode 
Kinde  lusty  helthe  culls  he. 

Now  crystalle  clere  are  streme  and  mere — 
The  f^unne  wyth  warmthe  shynes  oute ; 

And  piercynge  deepe,  from  hys  safe  keepe 
Stirres  uppe  the  lively  troughte. 

And  the  daintie  fly  dooth  presently — 

From  rock  whereon  yt  lyes 
Aneath  the  streme  (where  lyfe  dooth  teeme) 

Uppe  throughe  the  waters  ryse. 

Thenne  to  hys  dysporte,  of  gentle  sorte, 

Dooth  the  skylfulle  fysherre  hie  ; 
And  hys  angle  wande  wyth  cunnynge  hande 

Upon  the  streme  dooth  ply. 

Syth  hys  wande  ys  stayed;  on  thej'swarde  dys- 
played 

Of  troughtes  he  hath  goode  store, 
Fayre  bryghte  sliynynge,  of  his  own  takynge, 
Dysceyved  by  crafty  labore. 

Thenne  thankefulle  he,  and  devowtly. 

And  as  becomynge  fayre, 
Moste  piously,  affectuously, 

Sayth  hys  custumable  prayere : 

Oh/  the  moisture-laden  south-weste  ivynds 
Wafte  landwards  from  over  the  sea  : 

Alle  lyfe  ys  fulle,  and  yt  bursteth  forthe 
From  ev'ry  woodlande  tree : 

While  the  gladde  troughte  leaps,  from  the  gleaming 
deeps. 

Oh!  a  fysherre' s  lyfe  for  me. 

Wilfred  Walter  Morris. 


MULLET  FISHING. 


It  was  on  a  holiday  last  September  that  I  caught 
some  of  these  fine  sea  fish  ;  like  the  bass,  which  they 
somewhat  resemble,  they  come  into  the  brackish 
waters  and  feed  on  the  sloping  grey  muddy  sand, 
in  which  they  groove  or  plough  along  and  get  the 
small  insects.  Their  food,  therefore,  must  be  of  a 
very  soft  nature  as  the  throat  is  very  small  and 
leads  on  to  a  sort  of  gizzard,  which  in  a  4-poimder 
weighs  about  3oz.  The  filtering  bag,  which  is 
about  |lb.  weight,  contains  fat  and  soft  mud,  and 
is  enclosed  in  a  tough  skin. 

The  easiest  way  to  fish,  when  they  are  on  the 
feed,  is  with  fine  salmon  gut  and  two  hooks,  using 
rag  worms.  Live  shrimps,  peeled  and  threaded  on 
a  No.  7  hook,  is  a  good  bait,  and  mussels  cut  in 
half  are  good  at  times. 

The  running  line  should  be  a  new  plaited  silk 
about  bream  size,  and  fishing  off  a  wharf,  or  boat 
no  lead,  or  at  the  most  a  little  lead  wire,  sho\x!d]  be 


wound  on  the  trace  well  away  from  the  hooks.  If 
there  is  a  good  tide  running  a  paternoster  lead  can 
be  used,  but  this  necessitates  a  thicker  line  and 
stouter  trace,  and  very  often  only  small  ones  (say, 
pounders)  will  be  caught.  The  large  fish  do  not 
take  eyed-hooks  tied  on  salmon  gut  in  cleai'  water. 
The  bait  must  be  moving  about  well,  and,  of  course, 
the  lead  knocks  them  away.  You  can  see  th"m 
shoot  by  to  avoid  it.- 

The  large  boats  are  a  great  attraction  for  some 
of  the  largest  fish.  They  go  grooving  along  the 
short  green  weed,  but  I  have  not  found  any  in  the 
inside,  so  the  insects  must  be  the  attraction. 

Now  there  are  times  when  the  fish  won't  go  for 
the  rag  worms  at  all.  This  hapjjened  to  me  during 
a  couple  of  weeks,  and  I  tried  every  bait  I  knew, 
including  the  white  part  of  a  mushroom  and  a 
natural  dun  coloured  moth,  both  of  which  they  took 
from  me,  but  I  could  not  get  them  to  hold.  Now 
the  holding  on  is  the  part  that  requires  the  learning. 

I  had  a  whole-cane  lift,  rod  with  greenheart  top, 
with  bridge-ring  on  the  butt,  and  a  bream  size  line, 
dried 'every  night  and  well  rubbed  down  with  deer's 
fat  every  morning.  Floating  of  the  line  is  a  necessity. 

The  reel  is  of  Ught  wood,  Sijin.,  with  a  big 
drum,  and  the  trace  about  four  feet  of  strong,  but 
not  thick,  gut,  with  lead  wire  wound  on  at  intervals, 
starting  from  the  bottom,  and  two  No.  5  hooks 
with  extra  long  natural  gut.  I  got  mine  at  J.  R. 
Richardson's,  Kingston  Bridge ;  these  are  the  only 
hooks  I  have  found  that  the  whippings  did  not 
fray  with  the  salt  water.  A  big  quill  with  taper 
cork  is  most  business-like.  Now  we  come  to  the 
bait.  Take  a  new  French  roll,  push  the  inside  out 
and  pull  the  brown  top  off,  taking  the  underneath 
part,  and  put  it  between  wet  flannel  all  night  and 
cut  into  cubes.  Keep  these  in  a  box  with  a  hinge, 
as  the  air  soon  dries  them.  Start  fishing  as  soon  as 
the  tide  flows,  and  watch  the  water  twenty  yards 
out  and  deep  down,  and  if  you  see  some  flashes  of 
silver,  coil  the  line  or  pull  it  down  in  the  rings  and 
get  well  above  your  fish  so  they  do  not  see  you, 
and  Trent  down  to  them  very  carefully. 

Sometimes  there  is  a  tidal  pond  leading  from  the 
sea,  and  they  feed  in  quite  shallow  water.  Go 
when  the  tide  is  low  and  look  on  the  sandy  mud 
for  the  grooves  where  they  have  been  working,  and 
finding  a  place  well  frequented,  put  some  well- 
soaked  bread  broken  in  small  pieces  down,  and 
put  your  foot  on  them  hard  to  stop  them  floating 
up.  Always  throw  a  long  line  to  the  flsh,  as  they 
go  right  away  if  they  see  you. 

I  caught  a  few  with  a  cone-shaped  float  weighted 
in  the  middle  to  enable  you  to  throw  out,  no  lead 
on  the  gut,  and  the  white  crust  floating  on  the  top. 
This  is  good  if  the  fish  are  sporting  in  the  sun  and 
no  one  has  disturbed  them  ;  but  a  fish  hooked  on 
the  surface  will  roll  and  kick  off  so  the  strike  must 
be  very  gentle,  and  he  must  be  like  the  motor  engine 
humoured  a  bit,  and  try  to  get  the  fish  into 
deeper  water.  A  great  tiling  is  to  keep  the  fingers 
off'  the  handles  of  the  reel  at  the  first  rush  as  they 
go  like  steam.  I  generally  brake  them  on  the 
inside  drum,  and  giving  them  plenty  of  the  bend  of 
the  rod. 

An  angler  who  butts  a  mullet  as  often  as  not 
loses  him,  as  the  hps  are  very  tender.  I  lest  over 
twenty  big  fish  in  a  week  from  this  cause,  having 
them  on  sometimes  eight  minutes. 

I  shall  have  some  Carhsle  hooks  made  flat  in 
the  bend,  and  shall  go  to  some  suitable  estuaries 
prepared  for  the  fray 

The  netsmen  seldom  catch  these  large  fish,  ard 
they  simply  defy  them,  being  so  artful ;  but.  of  cour.- e, 
there  are  a  few  that  take  the  trouble  to  have  a  wall- 
net  four  or  five  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water. 
I  spoke  to  some  local  anglers,  and  they  did  not 
believe  I  caught  them  on  the  chub  tackle,  but  as 
they  seldom  get  the  fish' larger  than  you  generally 
see  in  the  shops  you  can  see  that  the  fine  tackle 
and  a  little  careful  stalking  them  did  the  trick.  I 
think  if  other  anglers  that  have  had  some  mullet 
fishing  gave  their  i-xpericnces  it  would  Ijc  ver\ 
interesting,  as  it  opens  up  a  sport  that  is  as  good 
as  sea-trouting.  and  not  quite  so  expensive.  You 
do  not  have  to  trouble  about  live  baits,  and  the 
fishing  cannot  be  spoilt  by  crowding  as  on  the  pieiv. 

J.  Bell. 


To  Flv  Dressek?,  Amateur  and  Piofessional.  Nmw  Ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2rf.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fisliing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian  "of  the  Fihinj  Cazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  liandy  and  thuioughlyup-to-xlate' Pocket  Jlanual  tan  l;e  had, 
pust  free,  by  sending  2.<.  -d.  to  Samps,->n  Low,  Harstou  and  Co., 
tit.  Dunstafi's  Eouse,  P'tttcr-lane,  London. 
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FEESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  460,  Vol.  XLV.) 

CHAPTER  YllL— continued. 

Many  people  who  keep  aquaria  declare  that  the 
Stone  Loach  (Cohitis  barbafula)  (Fig.  99)  is  a  delicate 
fish,  and  will  not  live  for  any  length  of  time  in  con- 
finement ;  and  they  are  right,  for  it  will  not  con- 
tinue very  long  in  health  in  an  ordinary  deep  tank. 
In  such  an  aquarium  it  will  be  often  seen,  especially 
towards  evening,  rising  in  its  curious  newt-hke 
motion  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  after  obtain- 


Fici.  99.  Stone  Loach  (Cobitis  barbatula). 

ing  what  oxygen  it  can,  sinking  again  quickly  to  the 
bottom.  Sometimes,  in  order  to  remain  as  near  to 
the  surface  of  the  water  as  possible,  it  will  rest  upon 
the  top  of  the  rockwork  or  upon  the  broad  buoyant 
leaves  of  some  aquatic  plant.  Such  conduct  as  this 
shows  that  the  poor  fish  is  uncomfortable,  that  his 
surroundings  are  not  suited  to  his  requirements,  and 
that,  sooner  or  later,  unless  it  be  removed,  it  will 
die.  As  long  as  the  Loach  remains  contentedly  on 
the  bottom  of  the  tank,  the  aquarium  keeper  may 
be  sure  that  the  water  contains  all  the  oxygen  neces- 
sary for  the  welfare  of  his  fish.  In  this  way  the 
Loach  is  useful  as  a  ganger  of  the  condition  of  the 
tank.  Few  deep  aquaria,  however,  are  so  well 
balanced  that  Stone  Loach  within  it  will  remain  in 
perfect  health.  As  these  fish  are  generally  found  in 
shallow  running  water,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  tanks  of  the  least  depth  and  the  greatest  area 
are  the  most  suitable  for  them  ;  and  in  an  aquarium 
apout  4in.  deep,  18in.  long,  and  12in.  wide,  I  have 
found  them  to  live  in  perfect  health,  and  apparently 
quite  happily.  I  have  never  seen  them  come  to  the 
surface  of  the  water  in  a  tank  so  constructed.  Such 
an  aquarium  as  this  can  be  made  with  hardly  any 
expense  in  less  than  two  hours,  and  filled  with  water 
as  soon  as  completed  ;  short  directions  for  making 
it  have  already  been  given  in  Chapter  II.  A  few 
ralher  large  and  flat  stones  should  be  placed  upon 
the  bottom  of  the  aquaria  in  which  Loach  are  kept, 
for  on  and  under  these  the  fish  will  frequently  he. 

Loach  are  easy  to  catch.  A  short  hunt  among 
the  stones  of  the  stream  in  which  these  fish  are 
found  will  soon  drive  a  few  from  their  lairs.  When 
disturbed  they  swim  only  a  short  distance,  then 
s  n\  to  the  bottom  and  remain  motionless  there. 
A;ter  a  fish  has  been  "  marked  down,"  it  may  be 
snared  with  a  horsehair  tied  to  the  end  of  a  short 
stick,  or  filliped  with  the  fingers,  or  driven  by  a 
splash,  into  a  hand-net  held  just  in  front  of  it.  The 
net  should  touch  the  bed  of  the  stream,  or  the  fish 
Avill  very  likely  escape  by  getting  imder  it.  The 
natural  food  of  the  Loach  is  larvae  of  insects,  water- 
ms.  and  the  like.  In  captivity  it  should  be  fed 
u]Kn  water-worms,  small  garden-worms,  and  tiny 
pie-  e  i  of  raw  meat.    This  fish  appears  to  discover 


Fig.  100.  Golden  Obfe  (Leuciscus  Obfus). 


th?  presence  of  its  food  by  smell  rather  than  by 
sig'it.  In  an  aquarium  made  to  suit  its  convenience 
the  Loach  will  soon  become  tame  enough  to  feed 
from  the  fingers,  and  will  as  quickly  prove  itself  to 
be  a  most  interesting  Uttle  fish.  The  flesh  of  the 
Stone  Loach  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  great  dehcacy. 
The  body  of  this  fish  is  almost  cyHndrical  in  shape. 
The  mouth  is  surrounded  by  six  barbels.  The 
colour  of  the  back  is  a  kind  of  oUve-brown,  which 


*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  bv  arrangement  vrith  Mr.  Uncott 
Gill.  ^ 


becomes  lighter  in  shade  on  the  sides.  The  whole 
fish  is  more  or  less  covered  with  dark  spots.  The 
dorsal  fin  is  placed  over  the  ventral  fin.  The  dorsal 
and  tail  fins  are  bro^vnish,  and  marked  with  little 
dark  dots  arranged  in  lines  ;  the  other  fins  are 
tinged  with  red.  The  tail  fin  is  shghtly  concave. 
The  Loach  has  the  power  of  using  its  intestines  as  a 
supplementary  means  of  respiration.  The  body  is 
covered  with  mucus.  This  fish  rarely  exceeds  5in. 
in  length. 

The  Spinous  Loach  (Cobitis  taenia)  is  not  nearly  so 
common  as  the  stone  loach,  and  is  found  where  the 
water  is  muddy  rather  than  clear.  Of  the  two  fish, 
the  former  is  perhaps  the  hardier.  Both,  however, 
should  be  treated  in  precisely  the  same  way  while 
kept  in  confinement.  The  colour  of  the  Spinous 
Loach  is  a  kind  of  orange  brown.  On  the  sides 
there  is  a  row  of  brown  spots,  somewhat  similar  to 
those  often  found  upon  the  sides  of  the  minnow. 
The  barbels  are  short.  There  is  a  small  spine  below 
each  eye  :  the  fish  is  able  to  raise  these  spines  at 
pleasure.  This  fish,  in  common  with  the  stone 
loach  and  another  loach  (Misgurnus  fossilia),  has 
the  power  of  using  the  intestines  as  supplementary 
breathing  organs.  The  Spinous  Loach  does  not 
exceed  4in.  in  length,  and  is  not  much  esteemed  as 
food. 

The  Golden  Orfe  (Leuciscus  orfus)  (Fig.  100)  is  a 
very  beautiful  and  interesting  httle  fish,  and  is  in 
every  way  suitable  for  the  aquarium.  It  originally 
came  to  this  country,  I  think,  from  Austria.  While 
in  captivity  it  should  be  fed  upon  vermicelli,  and 
occasionally  small  garden-worms.  A  friend  of 
mine  has  told  me  that  he  has  more  than  once  seen 
his  Golden  Orfe  devour  young  minnows.  My  Orfe, 
though  I  have  never  seen  it  take  minnows,  at  first 


tightly  once  round  the  two  parallel  pieces  and  then 
pushed  quite  close  to  the  glass  just  inserted.  The 
remaining  pieces  of  glass  are  fixed  in  the  same  way 
until  a  partition  has  been  made  across  the  tank. 
The  twisted  wires  not  only  keep  the  portions  of  the 
glass  division  firmly  in  their  places,  but  the  proper 
distances  apart — close  enough  together  to  prevent 
the  passage  between  them  of  small  fish,  and  wide 
enough  asunder  to  allow  for  the  free  circulation  of 
the  water.  A  piece  of  perforated  zinc,  cut  the  right 
size  and  fixed  in  the  same  manner,  is  another  method 
of  making  a  partition  ;  but  it  does  not  look  so  neat 
as  the  glass,  nor  is  it  so  good  for  the  fish.  These 
divisions  may  be  made  when  the  tank  is  full  of 
water  and  stocked,  care  of  course  being  taken  that 
the  place  chosen  for  the  partition  is  free  from  plants 
or  rockwork.  None  but  large  and  rectangular 
aquaria  should  be  thus  divided. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Fig.  101.  Common  Perch  (Perca  fluviatilis) 


preferred  worms  to  vermiceUi,  but  it  now  feeds  upon 
the  latter  in  preference  to  the  former.  The  Golden 
Orfe  is  a  hardy  and  lively  httle  fish,  and  very  quick 
and  graceful  in  its  movements.  The  length  of  the 
head  of  this  fish  about  equals  the  depth  of  its  body. 
Its  back  and  the  upper  part  of  its  sides  are  orange 
in  colour,  which  colour  gradually  becomes  silvery 
as  it  nears  the  lateral  line.  The  fins  are  white  and 
slightly  tinged  with  silver.  The  tail  fin  is  rather 
deeply  forked.  The  eyes  are  unusually  full  and 
beautiful.  The  head  is  small,  and  the  snout  blunt. 
This  fish  does  not  exceed  31b.  in  weight.  Small 
Golden  Orfe  can  generally  be  bought  in  London  for 
about  Is.  6d.  each. 

The  Common  Perch  (Perca  fluviatilis)  (Fig.  101)  is 
an  extremely  handsome  fish  and  very  suitable  for 
the  aquarium.  It  is  hardy,  and  if  properly  cared 
for  readily  adapts  itself  to  a  Ufe  in  confinement. 
The  only  drawbacks  to  the  Perch  as  an  inmate  of 
the  tank  are  its  voracity  and  a  proneness  to  devour 
its  companions.  These  drawbacks,  however,  may 
be  easily  overcome  in  one  of  the  following  ways  : 

(1)  By  only  keeping  very  small  fish  of  this  species, 
considerably  smaller  than  tlie  rest  of  their  comrades  ; 

(2)  by  keeping  them  in  a  separate  aquarium  ;  (3)  by 
dividing  off  a  portion  of  the  tank  for  them  by  means 
of  pieces  of  glass.  This  glass  division  is  occasionally 
very  useful  if  the  aquarium  is  large.  It  is  easily 
arranged  and  by  no  means  unsightly.  It  is  thus 
constructed  :  Two  pieces  of  thin  copper  wire  are 
stretched  tightly  side  by  side  across  the  top  of  that 
part  of  the  tank  where  the  division  is  desired.  If  the 
aquarium  is  made  of  slate,  the  wire  is  fastened  to  the 
iron  bolts  ;  if  of  zinc,  through  tiny  holes  made  in 
the  framework  ;  if  of  wood,  to  four  Uttle  screw-eyes 
placed  in  the  cross-bars.  Three  or  more  pieces  of 
glass  about  3in.  wide,  the  length  of  which  exactly 
equals  the  depth  of  the  tank,  are  cut,  and  one  piece 
is  placed  between  the  cross-wires,  pressed  against 
the  side  of  the  aquarium,  and  then  sunk  at  the 
lower  end  as  deeply  in  the  sand  and  gravel  as 
possible.    A  short  piece  of  wire  is  now  t^visted  | 


CHRISTMAS  WHERE  THE 
FLOWERS  BLOOM! 

It  has  been  a  glorious  Yuletide  on  the  Italian 
Riviera,  surrounded  by  palms  and  evergreens, 
gardens  full  of  carnations,  primulas,  heliotropes, 
and  roses  of  manifold  shades,  and  surmounted  by 
brilliant  and  welcome  sunshine  and  skies  of  lumin- 
ous blues,  sunshine  all  the  more  welcome  for  its 
radiance  because  of  the  Arctic  touches  of  winter  we 
have  left  behind  at  London  and  Paris.  Thirty  and 
forty  years  ago,  even  twenty  years  past,  we  were 
wiser  than  nowadays.  Then  we  came  to  the  sunny 
south  more  for  health  than  pleasure ;  so  prudently 
we  got  alongside  the  Mediterranean  before 
the  fogs  and  chills  of  November  jellified  the 
marrow  of  our  bones  and  awakened  the 
predisposition  to  catarrhs  and  asthmas  with 
which  Nature  endowed  some  of  us,  and  the 
legacies  of  gout  and  rheumatism  left  to  others 
amongst  us  by  short-sighted,  port-drinking 
ancestors.  "  But  better  late  than  never," 
so  let  us  be  thankful  that  we  are  here,  whilst 
so  many  more  have,  nolens  volens,  to  remain 
at  home  this  Christmastide. 

Of  course,  we  miss  abroad  much  of  the 
incidental  charms  of  a  Christmas  at  home. 
The  hearty  grasp  of  the  hand  by  many  life- 
long friends  ;  the  joyous  mirth  of  children 
of  our  own  kith  and  kin  ;  the  family  groups 
around  tables,  where  sometimes  vacant 
chairs  are  placed,  lovingly  yet  sadly,  for  some 
"  gone  before " ;  the  silent  Ufting  of  glasses  to 
those  not  there  :  the  low-toned  talk  of  the  elders, 
as  the  Yule  logs  burn  low,  about  them  who  met  us 
in  years  gone  by  at  the  same  hearth -stones— 
These  throng  the  shadows  of  the  night. 

We  see  them  as  of  yore. 
The  good,  the  sweet,  the  brav3,  the  kind, 
Who  walk  with  us  no  more. 
Here,  on  a  foreign  strand,  we  rt  this  season 
love  to  remember  "Auld  Lang  Sjoie  "  ;  to  revive 
reminiscences  of  old-time  gatherings  and  old-time 
associates  ;  to  sit  down  at  Yule  time  to  English 
dinners  and  join  in  home-like  festivities — 
Jests,  and  youthful  Jollity  ; 
Quips  and  cranks  and  winsome  wiles. 
Nods  and  becks,  and  wreathed  smiles. 
Sport  that  wrinkled  Care  derides. 
And  Laughter  holding  both  its  sides. 
On  the  Riviera,  the  hoteliers  of  the  towns  where 
our  country  folk  and  our  Transatlantic  cousins 
"most    do   congregate,"    kindly    endeavour  to 
brighten  our  exile  by  seasonable  fetes  and  English - 
Uke  feasts.    Amongst  these  hospitable  hotels,  the 
most  notable  for  Christmas  fare  on  the  ItaUan 
Riviera  is  the  Bellevue,  of  San  Remo,  where  for 
the  past  week  we  have  been  partakers  in  a  succes- 
sion  of  successful  festivities,  comprising  richly- 
laden  *' trees  "  for  young  and  old,  solid  luncheons, 
d  la  Anglais,  and  a  truly  cosmopolitan  banquet  of 
rarest  delicacies  and  choicest  wines.    The  ample 
appreciation   by  its  guests   of  the  proprietor's 
liberality  was  warmly  manifested  by  the  applause, 
"Hurrahs  '  and  "Bravo.s,"  which  welcomed  the 
toast  proposed  to  Mr.  Jules  Lippert  (the  resident 
proprietor)  and  his  wife  in  Shakespeare's  words — 
Of  all  say'd  yet,  may  you  prove  prospsrous  ; 
Of  all  say'd  yet,  we  wish  you  happiness! 
and  an  American  addendum  (that  the  Lippert  boys 

might  not  be  omitted)  from  "  Rip  Van  Winkle  "  

May  you  live  long  and  prosper. 
You  and  your  children. 


I 
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Ever  since  the  Fashoda  "  onpleasantnesses " 
turned  the  eyes  of  many  Bi'itish  winter  habitues  of 
the  sunny  southern  shores  to  the  Riviera  di  Ponente, 
San  Remo  has  gained  favour  more  and  more 
amongst  our  compatriots. 

This  season  the  international  regattas  to  take 
place  here  will  make  it  a  more  popular  resort  than 
hitherto,  and  when  the  proposed  elegant  new 
casino  is  completed  for  1904  this  popularity  will 
increase.  But  the  greatest  attraction  San  Remo 
can  and  will  possess  are  the  recently-opened  golf 
grounds,  five  miles  easterly  of  the  town,  at  Arma 
di  Taggia.  Admirably  planned,  and  feUcitously 
situated,  these  Taggia  links  must  draw  to  San 
Remo  numerous  and  desirable  visitors.  Already 
the  golfers  find  their  way  to  Taggia  from  Bordi- 
ghera,  Mentone,  Monaco,  and  even  as  far  westwards 
as  Nice,  although  as  yet  only  nine  holes  are  play- 
able. When  the  full  course  of  eighteen  holes  is 
completed  no  Unks  on  the  Mediterranean  coast  will 
excel  them. 

There  would  also  be  good  trout  fishing  in  the 
streams  above  Taggia  were  the  fish  protected,  as 
they  will  be  when  Count  Gallatin,  the  creator  of 
the  golf  links,  acquires  the  fishery  rights.  The 
Cbunt  is  already  beginning  to  move  in  the  matter, 
and  his  persistent  onwardness  has  ever  proved 
ultimately  successful.  With  excellent  Unks  and 
good  fishing,  San  Remo,  and  especially  its  east-end 
hotels  like  the  Bellevue  (nearest  to  Taggia),  will 
steadily  increase  in  popular  favour.  Viator. 


DEATH  OF  ME.  EGBERT  S. 
BAETLEET. 


We  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Robert  S. 
Bartleet,  of  Redditch,  and  hope  next  week  to  refer 
to  his  long  and  honourable  career. 


THE  ANGLEE'S  EVIL  GENIUS. 

Fishermen  are,  as  a  rule,  superstitious.  The  most 
matter-of-fact  anglers  may  question  this  statement, 
but  they  will  find  their  own  actions  go  far  to  confirm  it. 
Is  there  one  of  them  that  would  boast  of  his  trusty  rod 
that  had  never  been  broken  without  fearing  a  smash 
the  very  next  day  he  took  it  out  ?  How  few  neglect 
the  "  wee  drappie  "  for  luck  after  kiUing  the  first 
salmon  !  As  the  author  of  "  Sport  "  said,  "  this 
ceremony  on  such  occasions  must  never  be  omitted." 
From  this  more  sceptical  class  we  come  down  by  easy 
steps  to  those  who  almost  believe  in  the  power  of 
the  Evil  Eye.  In  his  most  interesting  work  on  "  The 
Evil  Eye,"  Mr.  Elworthy  teUs  us  that  no  science  has 
so  far  been  able  to  drive  out  this  superstition.  In 
another  book,  which  one  is  never  tired  of  taking  up, 
"  A  Year  of  Liberty,"  there  are  also  allusions  to  this 
influence.  On  the  steps  between  these  two  classes 
we  find  the  men  who  never  take  a  net  or  gaff,  because 
they  are  sure  that  they  will  never  bring  a  good  fish 
within  its  reach  if  they  do  so  ;  or  the  men  who  are 
put  out  by  the  sight  of  a  magpie  ;  or  the  class,  to 
which  we  all  belong,  who  say,  I  won't  promise  you 
a  fish,  because  I  know  if  I  do  as  sure  as  fate  I  shall 
not  get  one."- 

As  far  as  a  limited  acquaintance  with  anghng 
books  goes,  no  one  seems  as  yet  to  have  touched  on 
the  cause  of  our  unlucky  fishing  days,  but  one  writer 
has  gone  very  near  the  mark.  The  author  of  "  Fly 
Fishing,"  in  the  Haddon  Hall  Library,  says,  in  speak- 
ing of  a  run  of  bad  luck,  "  It  is  difficult  to  beUeve 
that  it  all  happened  without  design  on  the  part  of 
some  hidden  power,  which  took  delight  in  watching 
my  long  blank  days  of  disappointment,  then  in 
mocking  me  with  a  sea-trout  kelt,  and  which  at  last 
in  sheer  hatred  and  mahce  broke  my  rod."-  This 
brings  us  to  the  heading  of  the  article.  Once  admit 
the  existence,  however  vague,  of  this  power,  and  all 
the  angler's  misfortunes  are  explained. 

Let  us  assume,  then,  that  fish  have  their  own  tutelary 
spirit  to  watch  over  them.  Naturally  his  bitterest 
enemies  are  those  who  try  to  destroy  his  subjects.  In 
"  Letters  on  Witchcraft  and  Demonology,"  Sir  Walter 
Scott  says  of  disembodied  spirits,  "  These  spirits,  in 
a  state  of  separate  existence,  being  admitted  to  exist, 
are  not,  it  may  be  supposed,  indifferent  to  the  affairs 
of  mortaUty,  perhaps  not  incapable  of  influencing 
them."  By  no  means  incapable,  as  most  anglers 
know  to  their  cost.  This  hidden  power  is,  as  we 
a'?3umed  above,  the  good  genius  of  all  fish,  and  has 
presumably  under  his  control  and  orders  other 
inferior  spirits.    Possibly  these  myrmidons  are  the 


disembodied  spirits  of  notoriously  jealous  anglers. 
We  can  readily  appreciate  the  fiendish  delight  with 
which  the  spirit  of  some  departed  fisherman — only 
lately  cordially  hated — would  view  the  misfortunes 
of  his  former  fellow  anglers.  How  insinuatingly  he 
would  whisper  evil  counsels  into  their  ears,  how 
cunningly  he  would  lead  them  on  from  one  mishap 
to  another. 

These,  then,  are  the  evil  genii  who  in  the  hun- 
dredth part  of  a  second  tie  our  cast  up  into  a  knot 
that  takes  hours  to  unravel;  who  smash  our  top  joint 
off  exactly  flush  with  the  ferrule  ;  who  hang  us  up  in 
trees  ;  who  make  us  turn  our  eyes  away  just  as  a 
good  fish  rises  to  our  fly  ;  who  make  us  slip  when 
wading,  and  plunge  us  into  the  deepest  holes  in  the 
river.  Theirs  are  the  voices  that  whisper  in  our  ears, 
"  Don't  take  out  that  frayed  bit  of  gut,  it  will  hold 
anything  you  are  likely  to  hook,"  or  "  Don't  cumber 
yourself  with  a  waterproof,  it  won't  rain.'i  This 
is  the  power  that  arranges  a  raging,  turbid  flood  for 
our  one  and  only  day  on  a  very  choice  bit  of  water, 
so  that  we  may  truly  say  that  we  are  "  muddied  in 
fortune's  mood  and  smell  somewhat  strong  of  her 
strong  displeasure." 

Personally,  I  have  always  thought  that  the  hands 
of  this  Evil  Genius  were  especially  heavy  on  me. 
One  or  two  instances  of  his  malice  may  not  be  out  of 
place.  On  one  occasion  I  was  particularly  anxious 
to  get  some  trout  to  send  away  by  post.  I  had  been 
catching  about  two  dozen  fish  a  day  running  four  to 
the  pound.  In  the  morning  I  said  to  my  landlady, 
"  If  I  can  only  get  a  dozen  fish  before  post  time — 
the  post  went  out  at  5.30  p.m. — I  shall  come  back 
and  send  them  off,  but  I  suppose  just  because  I  want 
them  I  shall  not  get  them."  (Mark  the  uncon- 
scious influence  of  superstition.)  The  day  looked 
favourable,  the  river  was  a  better  colour  and  height 
than  it  had  been  at  any  time  during  my  visit,  the 
wind  upstream,  and  the  clouds  high  and  fleecy.  I 
fished  hard  from  10  a.m.  to  5  p  m,  and  got  only 
seven  trout  in  that  time,  though  I  rose  at  least  two 
dozen  more,  most  of  which  never  touched  the  fly. 
At  the  latter  hour,  when  my  chance  of  sending  fish 
away  was  gone,  this  Evil  Genius  left  me.  In  the  next 
hour,  out  of  thirteen  rises,  twelve  fish  were  hooked 
and  landed.  Even  then  this  vindictive  spirit  was 
not  satisfied.  He  filled  my  cup  and  the  river  with 
a  huge  flood  that  night,  though  it  was  late  in  June, 
and  triumphantly  drove  me  away  altogether. 

One  more  instance  :  I  started  out  one  morning, 
rather  against  my  better  judgment,  to  try  for  sea- 
trout.  On  reaching  the  river  I  found,  to  my  sur- 
prise, a  nice  spate,  doubtless  owing  to  heavy  rain  on 
the  moor.  The  Evil  Genius  had  apparently  over- 
looked this,  but  he  did  his  best  to  make  up  for  the 
omission.  First  he  broke  off  the  top  of  my  net 
under  a  good  fish,  and  it  was  only  by  good  luck  that 
the  net  was  recovered  and  the  fish  landed.  This 
evidently  nettled  the  genius,  for  in  jumping  a  ditch 
he  broke  my  basket-strap,  meaning  no  doubt  to  spill 
lunch,  tackle,  etc.,  in  the  water.  Once  more  he 
over-reached  himself,  for  the  impetus  of  my  jump 
just  carried  the  basket  to  the  far  side  of  the  ditch. 
A  few  minutes  later  he  smashed  my  top  joint  off 
flush  with  the  ferrule  by  persuading  a  fish  to  seize 
my  fly  as  I  was  hfting  a  longish  Une  from  the  water. 
As  I  extracted  the  fag  end  of  my  top  joint,  with  the 
help  of  a  gate,  I  wondered  what  would  be  broken 
next.  With  net,  basket,  and  rod  broken,  there 
seemed  to  be  nothing  left  but  limbs  or  neck.  Then 
this  hidden  power  left  me — perhaps  to  persecute 
some  other  angler — and  in  his  absence  five  more 
sea-trout  were  landed;  W.  E.  B.; 


A  LEADING  ENGLISH  FISHING  ROD 
AND  TACKLE  MAKER'S  VIEWS 
ON  THE  ART. 


The  employes  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  fishing 
rod  and  tackle  manufacturers,  London  and  North 
British  Works,  Alnwick,  held  their  annual  reunion 
and  supper  at  the  Queen's  Head  Hotel  on  Friday, 
Dec.  26.  There  was  a  large  gathering,  and  the 
affair  was  a  great  success  in  every  way. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  managing  partner,  ably  pre- 
sided, being  supported  in  the  vice-chair  by  Mr. 
A.  McCutcheon,  overseer,  who  undertook  the 
arrangements  for  the'  gathering.  After  the  loyal 
toasts  had  been  duly  honoured,  the  chairman  next 
submitted  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Us,"  He 
observed  that  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  occupy 
the  chair  that  night.    (Hear,  hear.)    A  hobfey  in 


business  was  a  very  good  thing,  and  to  speak  of 
the  progi-ess  and  the  present  condition  of  the  firm 
was  to  him  a  very  congenial  task.    He  maintained 
that  a  man  must  have  a  hobby  of  some  sort ;  if  he 
had  not  he  must  be  a  very  poor  creature  indeed. 
(Hear,  hear.)    His  hobby,  he  said,  had  been  in  the 
way  of  sport,  fishing  particularly.    He  had  always 
taken,  since  his  youth,  a  keen  interest  in  fishing, 
and  in  the  development  of  all  things  that  pertained 
to  fishing,  not  only  with  regard  to  rods,  but  to  reels, 
flies,  and  hnes.     (Hear,  hear.)    It  might  seem  in- 
vidious for  him  as  one  of  the  partners  of  the 
firm  to  propose  the  toast,  but  he  did  so  because  he 
considered  that  he  was  not  there  as  one  of  the  part- 
ners of  the  firm,  but  as  one  of  the  working  men  of 
the  firm.    (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)    They  were 
all  workers — they  had  no  sleeping  partners — one  and 
all  had  their  own  work  to  do,  right  from  the  bottom 
to  the  top.    Going  back  many  years  to  the  time 
long  ago,  which  some  of  them  would  remember,  the 
chairman  said  the  one  object  they  all  had  in  view 
collectively  was  "improvement  and  development," 
and  that  was  going  on  as  strongly  to-day  as  it  was 
then — thirty  years  ago — (hear,  hear,  and  applause) — 
and  he  hoped  it  would  always  be  so,  because  it 
showed  that  the  firm  was  progressing.   (Hear,  hear.) 
They  never  had  a  day's  slackness  ;  they  never  had 
short  time ;  they  were  full  to  the  mast-head  with 
orders,  and  had  as  much  work  as  they  could  face, 
and  he  hoped  they  would  have  more  in  the  future. 
(Hear,  hear,  and  applause. )    If  they  would  go  back 
with  him  forty  years  ago  and  consider  the  state  of  the 
fishing  rod  and  tackle  trade  at  that  time  they  would 
wonder — many  a  time  he  wondered — how  things 
could  have  been  in  such  a  crude  state,  and  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  at  that  time  there  was 
not  the  demand  for  fishing  tackle  and  rods  that  there 
is  now.    The  rods  made  in  the  primitive  shops  of 
that  period  seemed  to  satisfy  fishermen,  but  it  was 
not  so  now ;  for  fishermen  were  critical  and  must 
have  everything  absolutely  perfect,  and  the  more 
exacting  they  were  the  better  he  liked  it,  for  he  con- 
sidered that  the  more  anglers  looked  for  high-class 
goods  the  more  likely  were  they  to  come  to  this  firm . 
They  had  natiu-ally  had  a  long  experience  in  deter- 
mining what  the  perfect  form  of  each  particular  rod 
should  be,  whether  it  be  for  fly  fishing  or  for  spinning, 
whether  it  be  single-handed  or  double-handed,  and 
for  what  class  of  work  required,  all  and  every  one 
required  a  good  deal  of  thought  and  more  of  practical 
experience.    As  an  old  angler  of  some  thirty  years'  * 
experience,  and  having  fished  most  parts  of  Great 
Britain,  as  well  as  in  Norway,  Belgium,  France,  and 
Germany,  he  was  still  always  open  to  learn  whf^t 
he  could  from  the  many  expert  anglers  he  met. 
and  who  corresponded  with  the  firm.    If  there  was 
anything  that  was  new  ;  if  there  was  anything  that 
was  any  improvement  in  that  direction  the  firm  of 
Hardy  Bros,  were  first  in  the  field.    (Hear,  hear.) 
In  the  columns  of  their  representative  paper,  the 
Fishing  Gazelle,  there  had  lately  been  a  great  deal 
of  controversy  on  the  question  of  light  built  cane 
rods.    They  were  well  aware  that  the  firm  bought 
vast  quantities  of  bamboo  and  greenheart,  which 
came  direct  from  the  covmtries  where  they  were 
produced,  and  nobody  possessed  greater  facilities 
and  a  larger  range  of  material  than  they  enjoyed. 
(Hear,  hear.)    Everything  that  was  valuable  and 
useful  they  purchased.    (Hear,  hear.)    They  could 
build  fishing  rods  as  light  as  they  could  be  built 
anywhere  in  the  world — (hear,  hear) — and  build 
them  to  last,  for  no  fishing-rod  maker  who  cared  for 
his  reputation  would  build  a  rod  that  was  useless. 
But  what  use  was  it  for  them  to  build  a  i-od  such 
as  Americans  called  a  "  2oz.  rod."  British  sportsmen 
did  not  want  a  2oz.  rod,  for  they  were  not  babes  or 
girls.    (Hear,  hear.)    Well,  in  regard  to  this  Ameri- 
can competition,  he  was  glad  to  see  it,  and  always  : 
pleased  to  fight  it.    It  had  existed  for  many  years, 
and  at  one  time  the  Americans  really  did  the  split- 
cane  trade  in  this  country,  but  it  was  not  so  now  ; 
not  only  had  we  beaten  them  out,  but  we  had  • 
carried  the  fight  into  the  eneiny's  camp,  and  were 
it  not  for  the  prohibitive  tariff  they  put  on  our  rods 
and  tackle  they  would  find  that  there  were  many 
more  American  anglers 'who  prefer  English  tackle 
to   their    own  production   than    some    seem  to 
imagine.     So  far  ai  competition  was  concerned, 
while  a  healthy  competition  was  the  spur  to  busi- 
ness, it  really  mattered  very  little  to  them,  as, 
although  of  course  many  people  produce  rods,  they 
do  not   produce   "Hardy"  rods.     Having  their 
own  patents  and  proprietary  articles  of  all  kinds,  no 
one  could  produce  the  same  thing — nor  could  they 
be  compared  in  price,  for  as  designers  and  manufac- 
tiu'ers  of  an  article  from  the  raw  material  until  it 
was  in  the  hands  of  sportsmen  their  position  was 
imique.    He  had  not  spoken  to  them  about  reels ; 
others  would  tell  them  of  the  development  of  that 
and  other  departments,  but,  at  any  rate,  he  felt  sure 
that  with  their  hearty  co-operation  that  important 
industry  would  be  carried  to  a  much  greater  height  ■ 
than  what  they  at  present  thoright  possible.  ^Hear, 
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hear.)  They  had  the  privilege  of  manufacturing 
goods  for  many  of  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe 
and  the  best  class  of  sportsmen  in  the  world.  They 
were  not  confined  to  one  particular  country,  for  their 
orders  came  from  everywhere,  and  he  hoped  the 
business  would  continue  to  extend  in  the  future  as 
it  had  in  the  past.  (Loud  applause.)  The  chairman 
coupled  with  the  toast  the  names  of  Mr.  A.  McCut- 
cheon,  foreman  cane  built  rod  department ;  Mr.  A. 
Broadley,  foreman  reel  making  department ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Gillan,  foreman  fly  dressing  department; 
Mr.  John  Wake,  one  of  the  oldest  employe}  ; 
Mr.  George  Hunter,  box  making  department ;  and 
Mr.  J ohn  Robson,  landing  net  department ;  and 
jMr.  Charles  Hardy,  chief  of  the  greenheart  depart- 
ment.— Mr.  A.  McCutcheon,  responding  on  behalf 
of  the  workmen,  thanked  the  chairman  very  sincerely 
for  the  way  he  had  spoken  of  them.  He  said  that 
when  he  started  with  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  the 
men  could  be  counted  on  one's  fingers.  Since  then 
the  business  had  greatly  developed,  and  at  the 
present  time  they  had  woi'kshops  second  to  none, 
with  appliances  and  machinery  he  did  not  think 
possessed  by  any  other  firm  anywhere  in  the 
world.  He  understood  that  the  extension  to  the 
works  at  present  being  erected  covered  a  surface 
area  of  6000  square  feet.  Referring  to  light  built 
rods,  he  remarked  that  they  might  be  all  right  in 
theory,  but  in  practice  they  were  a  long  way  out. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  expressed  sorrow  at  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Wm.  Hardy,  senior  partner  in  the  firm. — 
Mr.  A.  Broadley,  Mr.  Thos.  Gillan,  Mr.  John  Wake, 
Mr.  Geo.  Himter,  and  Mr.  John  Robson  replied  in 
happy  and  appropriate  terms,  and  spoke  of  the 
development  of  the  different  departments. — During 
the  evening  a  programme  of  music,  to  which  the 
following  contributed,  was  gone  through,  the 
various  items  being  greatly  appreciated  : — Messrs. 
J.  McCutcheon,  J.  Donohoe,  B.  Pitt,  A.  Broadley, 
R.  Forbes,  W.  Jobson,  R.  Burn,  R.  Borthwick, 
T.  Gibson,  and  T.  Hedley.  Mr.  Wall  gave  two 
recitations,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Broadley  acted  as 
accompanist.  The  toast  of  the  "  Host  and 
Hostess,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Sargent,  having  been 
duly  honoured,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy 
for  presiding,  and  the  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne  "  brought  a  most  enjoyable  gathering  to  a 
close. 


DO  FISHES  FEEL  PAIN? 


The  query  propounded  above  has  elicited,  during 
past  years,  from  writers  to  the  Press,  many  theo- 
retical and  some  practical  statements,  pro  and  con  ; 
but  the  interesting  problem  has  never  been  solved 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  inquirers — as  yet. 
Some  writers  have  taken  the  affirmative  side,  and 
liave  argued  that  the  struggles  of  a  fish  to  release 
itself  from  the  hook  confirm  their  standpoint ;  while 
anany  have  written  upon  the  negative  side,  and 
have  supported  their  views  by  relations  of  their 
experiences  with  hooked  fishes.  Those  of  the 
latter  class  have  claimed  that  the  gyrations  of  a 
fish  hooked  are  not  caused  by  sensitiveness  to  pain, 
incurred  through  the  hook  having  penetrated  a 
nerve,  but  by  the  natural  desire  of  the  fish  to  regain 
its  liberty  upon  finding  itself  in  restraint ;  that 
the  fish,  being  a  cold-blooded  animal  with  a  small 
brain  and  a  less  sensitive  nervous  organisation  than 
are  possessed  by  the  warm-blooded  animal,  neces- 
sarily feels  less  pain  as  the  result  of  any  injury. 

Many  of  these  writers  have  asserted — and  their 
dictum  has  been  corroborated  by.  the  varbal  testi- 
mony of  large  numbers  of  anglers — that  many 
fishes  of  predaceous  habits  have  been  hooked,  have 
released  themselves  and  have  been  hooked  again, 
sometimes  within  a  few  moments,  vipon  the  same 
bait  or  lure  ;  and  that  this  ravenous  desire  some- 
times has  caused  a  fish  to  strike  and  become  hooked 
ii  number  of  times  within  a  short  period.  These 
well-authenticated  statements  sustain  the  negative, 
for  if  a  fish  were  suffering  from  great  pain  caused  by 
a  laceration  of  its  jaw  or  the  presence  of  a  barbed 
hook  (that  it  had  carried  away  from  the  angler's 
leader)  in  its  mouth,  it  is  unlikely  such  a  sufferer 
would  strike  time  and  again  at  any  bait  or  lure. 
Rather  the  fish  would  become  wary  of  all  lures,  and 
would  retire  to  some  favourite  haunt  to  recover 
from  the  shock  to  its  nerves. 

An  instance  of  this  kind  was  related  recentlv,  in 
the  office  of  the  American  Field,  by  Nat  H.  Cohen, 
the  president  of  the  Illinois  Fish  Commission! 
During  a  recent  fishing  bout  at  Lake  Miltona,  in 
Minnesota,  one  day,  that  angler  hooked  a  large 
pickerel — a  ten  or  twelve  pounder — and,  not 
wishing  to  keep  the  fish,  released  it,  to  the  great 
astonishment  of  his  boatman.  Mr.  Cohen  stated 
tliat  same  fish  struck  afterwards  a  number  of  times 
— six  or  seven — at  this  angler's  bait,  sometimes  fol 
lowing  it  so  near  to  the  boat  that  the  identity  o 
the  fish  was  beyond  doubt.    Surely  this  fish  couLi 


not  have  been  enduring  great  pain  from  the  punc- 
tures of  the  hook  ! 

With  a  determination  to  present  to  its  readers 
expert  opinions  regarding  this  much-mooted  subject, 
some  time  since  the  American  Field  interviewed  a 
number  of  eminent  ichthyologists  and  scientists — ■ 
men  whose  names  are  well  known  throughout  our 
country — asking  them  to  contribute  their  views, 
and  their  answers  are  appended  herewith,  as  being 
entitled  to  careful  consideration. 

Of  all  the  special  senses  possessed  by  animals, 
that  of  touch  or  feeling  was  doubtless  the  first  to 
appear.  In  fact,  from  a  general  sense  of  "  touchi- 
ness," such  as  is  possessed  by  the  amoeba  and  other 
semi-cellular  animals,  all  our  special  senses  have 
been  derived,  and  the  sense  of  touch  is  the  direct 
development  of  that  primitive  general  sense. 

That  the  feeling  of  pain  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  sense  of  touch  will  be  admitted  by  all. 
The  purpose  of  the  sense  of  touch  is  to  acquaint 
the  animal  with  external  conditions — with  objects 
with  which  it  comes  in  contact.  This  contact  may 
be  of  such  a  character  as  merely  to  indicate  the 
presence  of  the  external  object,  and  the  sensation 
is  then  merely  one  of  feeling.  But  when  the 
contact  becomes  such  as  results  in  the  cutting, 
tearing,  lacerating,  or  otherwise  injvwing  the  tissues, 
then  the  sensation  becomes  one  of  pain,  the  intensity 
of  the  sensation  being  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
of  the  injury. 

That  there  should  be  something  that  should  tell 
the  animal  when  its  tissues  are  being  injured  seems 
essential  ;  without  it  no  animal  could  long  survive. 
One  must  know  when  he  is  hurt  in  order  to  save 
himself  from  further  and,  perhaps,  fatal  injury. 
That  is  doubtless  how  the  sense  of  touch  has  hap- 
pened to  develop — that  the  individual  might  be 
preserved.  But  the  warning  of  the  presence  of 
danger  through  the  sense  of  touch  will  not  be 
heeded  unless  it  is  accompanied  by  a  painful  sen- 
sation. We  know  this  to  be  true  as  regards  our- 
selves. We  have  no  doubt  it  is  just  as  true 
with  others  of  the  higher  animals — horses,  cats, 
dogs,  and  the  like.  And  physiologists  have  no 
doubt  it  is  equally  true  with  all  other  animals 
— as  insects,  reptiles,  fishes,  and  the  like.  The 
nerve-structure  is  essentially  the  same  in  all. 
Nerves  ending  in  the  skin  or  other  peripheral  parts 
of  the  animal  body  terminate  in  certain  end  organs 
called  "  touch  cells."  These  are  present  in  fishes 
just  as  in  man.  and  there  can  be  no  reason  for 
doubting  that  their  too  great  stimulation  results  in 
painful  sensations  in  both. 

That  a  fish,  after  having  been  hooked  and  fought 
loose,  will  often  return  immediately  and  take  the 
hook  again,  argues  nothing.  Many  a  man  after 
having  been  knocked  down  again  and  again  has 
returned  to  the  fight.  Many  a  man  and  many  other 
animals  have,  when  hungry  or  angry,  endured 
repeated  injury  and  pain. 

Fishes  certainly  feel,  and  pain  is  only  a  stage  of 
feeling.  Barton  Warren  Evermann, 

Ichthyologist,  United  States  Fish  Commission. 

Washington,  D.C. 

In  answer  to  your  question,  whether,  in  my 
opinion,  a  fish  feels  pain  when  hooked  in  the  mouth, 
I  beg  to  state  that  my  own  experience  leads  me  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  does  not  feel  pain  when 
hooked.  The  instances  to  which  you  refer,  in 
which  they  have  been  hooked  and  fought  loose,  and 
have  immediately  taken  another  hook,  are  paral- 
leled by  my  own  observations.  A  small-mouth 
black  bass,  caught  by  the  late  Henry  C.  Ford,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  the  Upper  Delaware  River, 
had  firmly  fastened  in  its  j  aw  a  stout  hook  by  which 
it  had  previously  been  taken  less  than  a  half-hour 
before  its  final  capture.  A  plump  and  healthy  cod, 
examined  by  me,  was  found  with  the  walls  of  its 
stomach  perforated  in  two  places  by  sharp  spines 
of  flounders  which  it  had  eaten.  The  holes  in  the 
stomach  walls  were  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  the  spines  protruded  fully  one-half 
inch  outside  of  the  stomach.  This  fish  apparently 
not  only  suffered  no  pain,  but  continued  to  feed 
and  grow  plump  and  big.  A  shark  taken  at  Woods 
Hole,  Mass.,  by  Dr.  Goode  and  mj'self,  many  years 
ago,  was  cut  open  on  the  belly  and  its  stomach 
and  intestines  were  removed.  By  some  accident 
it  then  slipped  into  the  water,  and  swam  away  as 
unconcernedly  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  It  was 
even  seen  trying  to  eat  after  this  serious  operation. 
Numerous  well-authenticated  cases  are  on  record 
of  pike,  suckers,  mud  minnows,  and  other  fishes 
which  have  been  frozen  so  hard  that  if  dropped 
upon  the  floor  they  would  break  in  two  pieces,  yet 
these  fishes  if  placed  in  cold  water  for  a  short  time 
revive  and  live.  Turner  published  in  one  of  his 
reports  on  natural  history  of  Alaska  an  accoimt  of  a 
little  fish  found  in  Alaskan  bogs,  which  is  taken 
in  winter  by  the  natives  and  is  frozen  in  hard 


masses  almost  instantly,  so  that  pieces  must  be 
chopped  off  when  needed  for  feeding  the  dogs.  He 
states  that  he  has  seen  such  frozen  masses  of  fish 
and  ice  thrown  to  dogs,  and  has  observed  that  in  a 
number  of  instances  the  fish  were  thawed  out  in 
the  dogs'  stomachs,  and  were  thrown  off  apparently 
uninjured. 

It  would  seem  from  the  foregoing  that  fishes  are 
not  susceptible  to  pain,  and  that  many  of  them  are 
not  injured  by  freezing. 

Tarleton  H.  Bean, 
Chief  Department  Fish  and  Game,  World's 
Fair,  St.  Louis. 



Fishes  are  cold-blooded,  and  I  do  not  think  they 
suffer  pain,  as  do  animals  which  are  warm-blooded. 
I  have  in  many  instances  hooked  a  fish  which  has 
broken  my  tackle  and  got  away  with  the  hook 
in  its  mouth,  and  have  caught  the  same  fish  within 
a  few  minutes.  Once  at  Sebago  Lake  I  hooked  a 
six-pound  salmon,  and  played  him  several  minutes. 
Just  as  I  was  going  to  land  him  he  got  loose  from 
the  hook.  I  immediately  dropped  back  my 
minnow,  and  he  took  it  readily.  I  know  it  was  the 
same  fish  ;  he  was  not  out  of  my  sight  at  any  time. 
I  have  frequently  caught  black  bass  time  and  time 
again  from  their  spawning  beds.  Once,  in  trolling 
for  salmon  at  Sebago  Lake,  the  gentleman  ahead  of 
me  hooked  a  salmon.  The  fish  broke  his  line 
and  went  off  with  his  caster.  My  boat  came  along 
within  two  minutes ;  it  took  my  hook,  and  I  landed 
the  fish  with  the  caster  in  his  mouth.  In  trolling 
I  have  frequently  hooked  a  large  fish  and  drawn 
him  up  to  the  boat  with  scarcely  any  resistance  till 
he  saw  me,  when  he  would  put  up  a  good  fight,  and 
it  would  take  some  little  time  to  land  him. 

I  do  not  think  a  fish  feels  the  sense  of  pain  near 
as  much  as  any  creature  of  warm  blood.  It  also 
depends  on  where  the  fish  may  be  hooked  as  to  the 
amount  of  pain  he  may  feel. 

Henry  O.  Stanley, 
Commissioner  of  Inland  Fisheries  and  Game. 

Augusta,  Me. 

In  my  opinion,  formed  from  my  experience  with 
both  wild  and  domesticated  fish,  cold-blooded 
animals  like  fishes  and  batrachians  seem  to  be 
greatly  lacking  in  sensitiveness  to  pain.  Owing 
to  the  very  small  brain  and  the  gelatinous  character 
of  the  spinal  marrow  of  fishes,  it  is  very  doubtful 
if  they  suffer  much,  if  any,  pain  from  the  infliction 
of  so  slight  an  injury  as  the  pricking  of  a  fish-hook. 
If  it  were  otherwise,  I  do  not  think  a  hooked  fish 
would  offer  so  much  resistance  and  pull  so  hard  upon 
the  hook  if  it  caused  it  much  pain.  All  experienced 
anglers  know  of  repeated  instances  where  a  fish 
has  been  hooked  several  times  in  quick  succession, 
after  freeing  itself  between  whiles.  The  mouth 
and  throat  of  a  fish  cannot  be  very  sensitive  when 
it  is  considered  that  it  swallows,  whole,  such  prey 
as  sunfish  and  catfish  fry,  bristling  with  sharp  fins 
and  spines,  or  crawfish,  with  their  aggressive  legs 
and  pincers.  The  foregoing  are  only  a  few  reasons 
among  many  that  might  be  given  to  show  that  fishes 
are  not  sensitive  to  pain. 

J.  A.  Henshall, 
Superintendent  Bozeman  Hatchery. 

Bozeraan,  Mont. 

You  asked  a  question  which  I  have  never  been 
able  to  fully  answer  for  myself.  The  lower  down 
the  scale  of  animals  we  go  the  less  sensitive  the 
nervous  system,  consequently  the  less  feeling  there 
ia.  A  fish  is  not  as  low  down  in  the  scale  as  an 
angleworm  or  some  other  living  things,  but  it  is  my 
opinion  that  the  fish  suffers  very  little  or  no  pain. 
I  have  frequently  had  a  trout  take  a  fly,  and  have 
hooked  him  ;  getting  loose,  I  have  cast  right  back 
in  the  same  place  with  the  same  fly  and  hooked  the 
same  flsh,  which,  to  me,  is  pretty  positive  e\'idence 
that  fishes  suffer  very  little.  A  fish  fights,  not 
because  he  is  suffering  from  pain,  when  hooked, 
but,  like  an  American  citizen,  he  fights  for  his  liberty 
or  freedom.  F.  B.  Dickerson, 

President  State  Board  of  Fish  Commis- 

Detroit,  Mich.  sioners. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  fish  feels  pain  when  it  is 
hooked,  because  there  are  nerves  m  the  skin  of 
its  jaws.  At  the  same  time,  these  nerves  are  few 
and  not  acute,  and  the  amount  of  pain  that  a  fish 
feels  is  very  much  less  than  would  be  felt  by  the 
higher  animals,  not  as  much,  for  instance,  as  a 
slight  scratch  of  a  pin  on  a  man.  Even  to  tear 
away  the  whole  upper  jaw  would  not  hurt  a  fish  so 
much  that  a  greedy  species  would  not  immediately 
bite  with  what  there  was  left. 

David  S.  Jordan, 
President  Leland  Stanford  Junior 
Stanford  University,  Cal.  University. 

—From  the  American  Field, 
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FISHING  FOR  ROACH  AT  ANDRESY. 

Famous  Resort  on  the  Seine  Now  Attracting 
THE  Attention  of  the  Angling  Fraternity. 

"  Vectis,"  writing  in  the  Paris  edition  of  the 
New  York  Herald,  gives  this  interesting  account  of 
roach  fishing  on  the  Seine  :  — 

"  The  roach  are  on  the  feed  at  Andresy  !  " 

Such  was  the  joyous  news  which  reached  Parisian 
anglers  a  few  days  ago,  and  since  then  there  has 
been  a  rush  for  punts  at  this  charming  and  noted 
fishing  resort  on  the  Seine,  situated  at  just  under 
thirty  kilometres  railroad  distance  from  the  capital. 

The  bottom  fishing  season  has  been  bad  around 
Paris  this  year,  owing  to  the  fact  that,  with  the  cold 
spring  and  chilly  early  summer,  the  spawning  was 
abnormally  late,  and  fish  of  all  kinds  have  been  on 
the  "  sick  list  "  for  a  much  longer  period  than 
usual. 

So,  when  the  report  that  roach  were  biting  freely 
was  whispered  in  angling  circles,  those  "  in  the 
know,"  and  I  was  one  of  them,  made  up  their  minds 
to  lose  no  time,  for,  with  roach  leading  the  way, 
there  was  a  hope  of  bream  and  chub  following  suit. 

And  so  it  was  on  a  certain  evening  early  in  the 
week  that,  with  a  friend,  after  having  partaken  of 
an  excellent  dinner  at  Chantry's,  the  principal 
angling  rendezvous  in  the  township,  I  found  myself 
giving  instructions  to  the  "  boy  "  who  looks  after 
the  punts  and  baits  to  have  everything  in  readiness 
for  five  o'clock  on  the  following  morning. 

Tlie  beds  are  good  at  "  L'Esperance,"  as  the  inn 
is  called,  and  it  was  fortunate  that  we  retired  early, 
as  the  theatre  train,  which  leaves  Paris  at  half-past 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  brought  down  a  goodly 
number  of  the  "  brotherhood,"  who,  sitting  in  the 
bosquets,  or  leafy  tunnels  which  surround  the 
garden,  awaiting  daybreak,  made  a  night  of  it. 

Before  five  o'clock  all  was  bvistle,  and  mine  host 
and  the  "  boy,"  who  rejoices  in  the  name  of  Lucien, 
had  a  busy  time  supplying  bait  and  other  necessaries. 

Gustave  Chantry,  who  has  been  established  as 
innkeeper  and  licensed  fisherman  at  Andresy  for 
over  twenty  years,  is  not  only  the  best  angler  in  the 
place,  but  is  a  jolly  good  fellow  and  a  practical  land- 
lord. "  First  come,  first  served  "  is  his  motto,  and 
as  we  overnight-comers  had  primary  call  we  were 
among  the  first  to  board  the  boat  which  was  to  take 
us  to  the  "  plateavi  " — a  wide" expanse  of  water  just 
below  the  point  where  the  Oise  runs  into  the  Seine 
and  just  above  Andresy  Weir.  Here  it  is  that  in  the 
deep  water — nearly  five  mfetres — fish  most  do  con- 
gregate, and  here  it  is  that  Chantry  has  close  upon 
twentj'  punts  moored  during  the  season. 

How  TO  Catch  Roach. 

Now,  every  schoolboy  who  lives  by  a  river  side 
knows  how  to  catch  a  roach,  but  it  requires  a  clever 
angler  to  get  a  basketful  of  them  out  of  the  Andresy 
depths,  for  the  lightest  rod  and  the  finest  tackle 
have  to  be  used,  and  numerous  baits  have  often  to 
be  tried  before  one  can  come  to  the  conclusion  as  to 
what  "  Master  or  Mistress  Red  Fin  "  prefer  for  their 
matutinal,  midday  or  evening  meal,  for,  whereas 
they  may  take  gentles  for  breakfast,  boiled  wheat  for 
dimier,  and  blood  or  earth  worms  for  tea,  they  may 
often  make  up  their  minds  to  feed  on  one  of  these 
delicacies  only  throughout  the  whole  day. 

As  I  have  said,  the  rod  must  be  light,  a  single 
piece  of  bamboo  (not  a  jointed  rod)  of  about  four 
metres  in  length  being  preferable.  The  line  of  five 
metres  should  be  composed  as  follows  :  one  metre 
of  plaited  hair  as  head  line,  three  metres  of  fine  gut, 
and  then  one  metre  of  strong,  fine,  round  horsehair, 
to  which  a  No.  15  or  No.  16  hook  should  be  attached. 
A  twenty-centimetre  swan  quill  float  should  be 
shotted  down  to  nearly  the  smface  of  the  water 
when  the  river  is  calm,  but  raised  according  to  the 
ripple  or  waves. 

Once  in  the  punt,  get  the  lines  out,  and,  after 
having  sounded  the  depth,  letting  the  bottom  of  the 
quill  just  touch  the  water,  leave  them  in  the  river 
to  soak,  and  then  set  to  work  to  mix  up  the  ground 
bait,  without  which-  one  has  little  chance  of  making 
a  big  catch.  In  each  punt  is  a  tub  full  of  earth. 
Into  this  throw  equal  quantities  of  bran  and  soaked 
bread-crust,  a  handful  of  crushed  hempseed  or  pieces 
of  hempseed  cake  {pain  de  chenevis),  half  a  litre  of 
boiled  wheat  and  a  small  sprinkling  of  gentles.  Add 
water  and  mix  the  whole  up  into  a  stiff  dough, 
forming  the  latter  into  round  cannon  balls  and 
throwing  three  or  four  in  at  a  time  at  the  head  of 
the  punt  and  at  about  four  metres  from  it.  The 
"  swim  "  is  then  baited,  and  all  one  has  to  do  is  to 
bait  the  hook  with  a  single  grain  of  wheat,  two 
gentles  or  half  a  dozen  blood-worms,  and  wait  for 
the  fish  to  bite. 

Soon  Rewarded. 

The  above  describes  our  proceedings  on  entering 
the  punt,  and  we  were  soon  rewarded  for  our  trouble, 
for  one  after  another  the  roach  were  bio  ight  up. 


imtil,  when  Lucien  came  to  announce  that  the  mid- 
day meal  was  ready,  we  had  117  nice-sized  "  red- 
fins  "  in  the  well,  besides  a  decent  number  of  bleak, 
gudgeon,  and  small  bream.  There  were  some  big 
fish,  too,  on  the  "  coup,"  for  each  of  us  lost  several 
hooks,  and  although  we  tried  gut-mounted  ones  of 
a  larger  size,  we  failed  to  bring  either  a  big  bream, 
chub,  or  carp  to  net. 

The  fact  is  that  the  big  fish  are  as  yet  exceedingly 
wary,  and  do  not  bite  frankly.  They  nibble,  and 
the  only  method  of  catching  them  is  by  the  system 
known  as  la  pelote,  a  special  permit,  costing  lOOfr. 
per  season,  having  to  be  obtained  before  one  can 
indulge  in  this  kind  of  sport. 

What  a  merry  hour  is  the  fisherman's  midday 
repast  at  Chantry's  !  Everyone  tells  wondrous  tales 
of  his  morning's  experience,  and  the  recording  angel 
must  be  kept  pretty  busy  dm-ing  that  sixty  minutes. 

The  fish  we  lose  are  long  and  those  we 

catch  about  this  size  .  .  .  !  'Tis  the  same  all 
the  world  over,  and  had  sacred  history  given  further 
details  it  would  have  certainly  stated  that  Ananias' 
ancestors,  or  even  he  himself,  were  fishermen. 

There  is  no  time  lost  at  the  Esp^rance  Inn,  where 
the  busy  hostess  looks  after  the  cooking,  which  is 
plain  but  good.  If  one  thinks  he  can  get  iced  melon 
or  lobster  he  is  mistaken,  nor  can  he  find  Havana 
cigars,  but  roast  fowl  with  cepes  a  la  Bordelaise, 
cutlets,  or  beefsteaks,  roast  mutton  or  beef  with 
vegetables  in  season  are  always  on  the  card,  and  if 
one  is  not  satisfied  with  the  unadulterated  wine 
from  the  siu-rounding  vineyards  there  are  some 
excellent  crus  in  the  cellar.  And,  abo\o  all,  one 
is  not  "  fleeced." 

A  Female  Curiosity. 

Maria,  the  bright  and  quick  waiting  maid,  has  a 
pleasant  word  for  everybody,  and  the  seventy-year- 
old  servant  who  washes  up  is  a  celebrity  in  her  way 
and  a  puzzle  to  medical  scientists,  for,  although  she 
performs  her  daily  work  in  the  most  perfect  manner, 
her  copper  pots  and  pans  shining  almost  like  mirrors, 
she  is  absolutely  crazy.  Some  years  ago  she  was 
swindled  out  of  a  little  fortune,  and  since  then  she 
imagines  that  she  is  a  millionaire.  With  a  most 
serious  air  she  explains  that  the  whole  inn  is  her 
property,  and  that  those  who  stop  there  are  her 
lodgers.  She  further  says  that  the  Humbert  millions 
are  in  her  possession,  that  she  is  the  biggest  share- 
holder in  the  Suez  Canal,  and  that  she  is  at  the  head 
of  such  firms  as  Messrs.  Menier,  Lebaudy,  Say,  etc. 
And  to  prove  this  she  carries  beneath  her  dress, 
attached  around  her  waist,  bags  filled  with  old 
newspapers  and  prospectuses  which  she  declares 
to  be  shares  and  title  deeds. 

Breakfast  over,  to  fishing  again.  The  roach  did 
not  bite  as  well  as  in  the  morning,  but  at  nightfall 
I  do  not  think  that  there  was  a  single  fisherman  who 
had  not  ten  pounds  weight  to  his  credit. 

And  so  it  has  been  throughout  the  week.  Apart 
from  roach  and  smaller  fish,  there  have,  however, 
been  few  of  the  bigger  species  captm-ed.  It  is  true 
that  M.  Audrey,  who  possesses  a  charming  villa 
near  the  river,  has  taken  several  large  carp,  but 
ct  la  pelote.  Large  perch  are  seen  chasing  the  small 
fry  in  all  directions,  but  they  are  exceedingly 
difiicvilt  to  take,  even  with  spinning  minnows. 

"  Braconnage." 

The  river  at  Andresy  is  full  of  fish,  but  imder  the 
present  re'jime  line  fishermen  have  everything 
against  them  as  they  are  continually  annoyed  by 
the  professional  netting  fraternity,  against  whom 
they  have  no  redress. 

These  men  throw  their  nets  in  front  of  a  baited 
swim  in  the  daytime  and,  contrary  to  the  law,  poach 
from  sunset  until  daybreak,  the  keepers  looking 
complacently  on. 

M.  Bianchi,  who  has  leased  for  several  years  the 
right  of  netting  from  Poissy  to  the  confluence  of  the 
Oise  and  Seine,  is  unfortunately  not  an  angler.  He 
sells  amiual  fishing  permits  to  a  dozen  professional 
fishermen  and  allows  them  to  do  as  they  please. 
His  keepers  are  utterly  indifferent  unless  they  come 
across  some  simple  bourgeois  who  is  caught  pelote- 
ing  without  a  licence,  and  who  there  and  then  is 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  court  at  Versailles. 

This  indifference  on  the  part  of  M.  Bianchi  is 
deeply  regretted,  not  only  by  the  innkeepers,  but 
all  tradesmen  at  Andresy,  as  it  is  prejudicial  to 
them  in  more  ways  than  one.  Although  not  in- 
terested in  fishing  himself,  is  it  not  incumbent  upon 
him  to  see  that  his  keepers  carry  out  the  existing 
laws  ?  In  doing  this,  night-netting  would  decrease. 
At  the  present  moment  it  is  carried  on  to  an  enor- 
mous extent,  for  one  has  but  to  stroll  along  the  river 
bank  about  midnight  to  hear  the  plash  of  the  nets 
in  all  directions. 

Other  Amusements. 

It  must  not  be  thought  that  fishing  is  the  only 
attraction  at  Andresy.  There  are  many  delightful 
walks  in  the  surrounding  country,  and  from  the 


heights  of  Chanteloup  close  by  no  finer  panorama 
can  be  seen  than  that  of  the  valley  of  the  Seine, 
through  which  the  river  winds  its  course  on  its  way 
to  the  sea. 

Then  on  wet  afternoons  and  in  the  evening  there 
is  generally  some  music,  M.  Gony,  the  baritone  of 
the  Op6ra,  and  his  charming  wife,  together  with 
some  friends,  coming  frequently  over  from  Neuvillo, 
on  the  Oise,  and  dining  at  our  inn. 

Should  there  be  any  roach  fishermen  among  the 
Herald's  multitude  of  readers  who  want  a  good  day's 
sport,  they  have  but  to  take  the  train  from  the  Garo 
Saint  Lazare  to  Maurecourt,  where  any  porter  will 
show  them  the  way  to  our  fishing  quarters. 

"  Vectis." 

Andresy,  Sept.  18,  1902. 


AN  ENGLISHMAN'S  ROD. 


It  has  become  the  subject  of  remark,  even  among 
British  anglers,  that  the  average  English  fishing 
rod,  in  comparison  with  those  of  American  make, 
is  clumsy  and  heavy  in  the  extreme.  This  is  the 
most  remarkable,  since  it  is  to  the  mother  country 
that  we  must  credit  our  knowledge  of  the  niceties 
of  angling  as  a  craft,  but  it  is  quite  ia  accordance 
with  tradition  that  Americans  should  strike  out  a 
trail  for  themselves  when  deserted  by  their  guides 
at  the  terminus  of  a  much-travelled  road.  Our 
rod-makers  have  gone  in  for  light  weights  because 
they  are  in  demand.  With  us,  eight  ounces  is  above 
the  average,  and  fly  rods  of  half  that  weight  are  not 
uncommon,  while  in  England  there  is  practically  no 
demand  for  rods  under  six  ounces,  except  for  ladies' 
use.  The  fault  is  probably  not  with  the  manufac- 
turers, but  the  true  Briton  shows  his  national  trait 
of  conservatism  by  clinging  to  the  theory  that 
lightness  is  not  compatible  with  strength. — The  San 
Francisco  Western  Graphic. 


SHE  GOES  FISHING. 


My  uncle,  who  is  eighty-three  years  old,  was 
induced  by  me— one  of  those  girls  that  delight  in 
all  outdoor  sports — to  go  for  a  day's  fishing  on  the 
river. 

The  bass  were  plenty  in  the  Susquehanna,  and 
from  all  reports  also  biting  well. 

Now,  Uncle  was  a  great  fisherman,  usually  coming 
in  with  an  empty  bait  box  and  an  equally  empty 
fish  basket ;  but  still  his  enthusiasm  was  always 
great,  and  the  immense  fish  that  he  lost,  and  the 
many  bites  he  had,  were  truly  remarkable. 

For  a  long  time  this  fishing  trip  had  been  planned, 
so  one  morning,  when  the  wind  was  in  the  south 
and  clouds  were  overhead,  our  preparations  were 
begun.  Of  course  the  nearest  creek  was  first  visited 
for  minnows,  when,  after  a  struggle  with  brush, 
ditches,  tangled  Unes,  and  the  loss  of  several  hooks, 
we  succeeded  in  capturing  six,  which,  by  the  way, 
were  nearly  large  enough  for  eating. 

Well,  we  were  tired  with  this  attempt,  and  a  little 
bit  discouraged,  but  we  at  least  had  the  consolation 
of  knowing  where  to  get  some  worms  to  finish  out 
for  bait. 

Finally,  about  noon,  we  were  on  our  way  to  the 
river,  which  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away. 
Uncle  was  laden  with  the  mirmow  pail,  two  anchors, 
and  the  fish  poles  ;  while  I  had  the  bait  box,  lunch 
basket,  and  an  umbrella.  We  were  indeed  well 
equipped. 

After  securing  a  neighbour's  boat,  we  had  to  fix 
the  anchors  and  rig  the  fish  poles,  and  as  it  was  now 
long  after  noon,  we  concluded  to  eat  our  lunch. 
This  task  was  soon  completed,  and  we  were  at  last 
on  the  water.  At  the  mouth  of  a  small  creek, 
which  Uncle  said  would  be  a  fine  place  for  bass,  the 
anchor  was  dropped  and  fishing  was  commenced. 

We  found  that  the  minnows  were  all  dead,  as  the 
pail  leaked  and  the  water  had  nearly  all  run  out,  so 
we  had  to  use  worms  for  bait, 

I  had  just  thrown  my  line  in  the  water,  put  up 
my  umbrella  (the  sun  was  now  shining),  when,  jerk 
went  something  at  my  line.  Of  course  I  at  once 
pulled  it  up — 3o  quickly,  in  fact,  that  my  umbrella 
went  handle  down  in  the  river,  and  with  my  pole 
Uncle's  hat  was  knocked  from  his  head  and  went 
sailing  serenely  down  the  Susquehanna.  We  pulled 
anchors  with  all  haste  and  were  away  after  the 
floating  articles. 

After  a  ten-minute  chase  they  were  captured  and 
put  up  in  the  boat  to  dry,  and  we  were  again  ready 
to  fish  ;  but,  oh  !  what  did  I  catch  ?  It  was  merely 
an  old  root,  which  took  me  about  ten  minutes  to 
free  from  the  line. 

Uncle  had  a  very  short,  slender  pole,  with  which 
he  was  fond  of  throwing  a  long  line.  After  fishing 
for  about  half  an  hour  without  even  a  bite,  he 
concluded  that  he  had  too  short  a  line,  and  at  once 
unreeled  about  fifty  feet  or  more  and  attempted  to 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


Abingdon,  B,  Berks,  61 ;  63.  5d. 

Addlestone  (Wey),  1),  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 

Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 

Amberley  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  3s.  6d.). 

Amersham  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  23i  ;  2s.  3d. 

Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44  ;  43.  2d. 

Ardi.eiqh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56 ;  4s.  9d. 

Arlbsey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 

ASHORST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 

AUDLEY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  6id. 

Aylesbury  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48  ;  3s.  8d. 

Barcombe  Mills  (Ouse)  V,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  6d. 

Kattlesbridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29  ;  2s.  4id. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50 ;  5s. 

Berkhampstead  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  2s.  lid. 

Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  43.  4d. 

BILLERICAY  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s. 

BILLINQHURST  (Aruu),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  8d. 

Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort),  \,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 

Blake  Hall  (Rodins),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  9id. 

Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46i ;  4s.  lid. 

Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68  ;  .5s.  3d. 

Blcntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  5s.  2d. 

BOTTISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61i  ;  5s.  14d. 

BoCRNB  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28}  ;  33. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22i  ;  23.  8d. 

BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24}  ;  2s.  6d. 

Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  3s.  lOd. 

Braughing  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  30}  ;  2s.  7}d. 

Brahdon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86}  ;  7s.  3}d. 

Bricket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 

Broxbodrne  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17}  ;  Is.  6d. 

Bdntingford  (Rib),  Herts,  33i  ;  2s.  lid. 

BURES  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54  ;  4s.  6}d. 

Burnham-On  Crouch,  a,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3d. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77};  6s.  6d. 

Burnt  Mill  (.Stort),  A,  Essex,  25  ;  Is.  ll}d. 

BuSHEY  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  8d. 

Byfleet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21i  ;  2s.  3d. 

Castle  Hedingham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56} ; 
4s.  ll}d. 

Chalfont  Road  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  23. 
Chappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50}  ;  4s.  2}d. 
Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29}  ;  2s.  6}d. 
Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Sm'rey,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Chesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  5d. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14}  ;  Is.  2d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  l}d. 
Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.  8d. 
Cholsey  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id. 
Choklby  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20 ;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62 ;  5s.  3d. 
COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18} ;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51}  ;  4s.  4}d. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57}  ;  4s.  6d. 
Colnbrook  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Coo-KHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25}  ;  23.  lOd. 
CO'WDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  3s. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


D. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street). 

Great  Western  (Paddington). 

South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge 

and  New  Cross). 
South-Western  (AVaterloo). 


E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

F.  L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

G.  Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

H.  North- Western  (Euston). 

I.  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street), 


CrAnbrook  (Medway),  C,  48  ;  4s. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis. 
CULHAM  (Thames),  B,  O.xon,  56}  ;  53.  lOd. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28}  ;  23.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  23.  8d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86}  ;  7s.  3d. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  ¥,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  3s.  6d. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s. 
EDENBRlDGE(Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Sin-rey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 
Elstree  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  3s.  0}d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70}  ;  5s.  ll  jd 
Enfield  Lock.  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 
Epping  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5}d. 
Esher  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14} ;  Is.  6d. 
FambridGB  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Fittlevvorth  (Arun),  F,  52  ;  5s.  3d. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  43.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  3s.  6d. 
FULWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44}  ;  43.  9d. 
GOUDHURST  (Medway),  C,  .38  ;  4.". 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  3s.  10}d. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35}  ;  33.  3d. 
Gt.  Missenden  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  2s.  9d. 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  76} :  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  3s.  2d. 
GUNTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138  ;  10s. 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62}  ;  4s.  8}d. 
HAMPTON  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  14} ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  33.  9d. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26}  ;  2s.  l}d. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27}  ;  2s.  5d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17}  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield  Pbverbl  (Chelmer), A, Essex,36 ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkhurst  (Medway),  C,  47  ;  43. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37 ;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  23.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35}  ;  33.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24} ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11}  ;  Is. 
Hilqay  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  6s.  10}d. 
Horley  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
Hoksmonden  (Medway),  C,  40 ;  43. 


Horsted  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36}  ;  3s.  lod. 
Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114} ;  93.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58} ;  6s.  2d. 
Hythe,  C,  66}  ;  6s.  9d. 

Irchesteb  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12  ;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  6s.  ll}d. 
Langford   Hall   Fishery  (Blackwater),  A, 

Essex,  44  ;  33.  3}d.   (Change  at  Witham.) 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  .32}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Lbathbrhbad  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19}  ;  2s. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  53.  2d. 
LINGFIELD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  8d. 
Littlbpobt  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76 ;  63.  5d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61}  ;  53.  2id. 
LOCGHTON  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  0}d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117}  ;  lis. 
Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24}  ;  23.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3d. 
Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
Manningtrbe  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  5s.  0}d. 
March  (Nene,  &c.).  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  6s.  4d. 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 
Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  ll}d. 
Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Midhurst  (Rother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  63. 
Mildbnhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  63.  4}d. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19} ;  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (O.ise),  G,  Beds,  52}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Opford  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55}  ;  5s.  lOd. 
OngaR  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll}d. 
OXTBD  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31} ;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 
Potters  Bar  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Puxborouoh  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  5s 

Eldridge's  Excursions,  33.  6d.). 
RADLETT  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
Radley,  B,  Berks,  58i ;  63.  2d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  38.  9d. 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20} ;  23. 


(By 


RICKMANSWORTH  (Colne),  HI, Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  9d 
ROYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
Rudowick  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  43.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19 ;  is.  8d. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20  ;  23.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70}  ;  68.  2d. 
St.  MaIigaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20}  ;  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51}  ;  5s.  5d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29 ;  2s.  3id. 
Selham  (Rother),  F,  Sussex,  58 ;  53.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  33.  2d. 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  ;  5s.  9d. 
Shepford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  5s. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  4s.  5}d. 
Shenfibld  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Sheppbrton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18}  ;  2b. 
Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  35i  ;  3s.  7d. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18} ;  Is.  lid. 
Sodthminstek,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  1!)};  2s. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29}  ;  2s.  6 id. 
Stanstead  (.Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37  ;  3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk, -58};  4s.  ll}d. 
Sunbury  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16} ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  23.  4d. 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47}  ;  43.  lld. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49}  ;  53.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16;  Is.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3s. 
Tilehorst  (Tliames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 
Tonbridge  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31}  ;  3s.  4d. 
Twyford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  33.  3d. 
Uxbridqb  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15}  ;  Is.  7d. 
■Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23 ;  2s.  6d. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13 ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  lld. 
Wargravb,  B,  Berks,  33 ;  3s.  5d. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  5s.  2d. 
Watbringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46 ;  43. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  33}  ;  33.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  4s.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32} ;  2s.  9{d. 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  2s. 
Whittlespord  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49;  4s.  2d. 
WiCKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  23.  2d. 
WiDFORD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  23.  Id. 
Windsor  (ThaneO,  B,  Berks,  21}  ;  23.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3}d. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24}  ; 
23.  6d. 

Woodham  Ferris  (Crotich),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thm8.&  Colne),  D,Bucks,  21};  2s.Sd. 
Wroxham  (Broads,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  122}  ;  lis. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Yalding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38}  ;  4s. 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis. 


throw  it :  vain  attempt — the  line  was  wound  around 
my  pole,  one  anchor,  and  both  oars,  and  in  the 
struggle  the  bait-box  was  knocked  into  the  river, 
where  it  immediately  sunk. 

No,  Uncle  was  not  provoked,  merely  nervous — so 
nervous  that  a  very  vigorous  jerk  which  he  gave  to 
free  his  line,  left  his  pole  broken  above  the  second 
joint. 

It  took  us  only  a  short  time  to  get  home,  and 
when  I  go  fishing  again  I  shall  sit  on  the  shore  and 
fish  for  shiners.  Uncle  will  have  to  put  in  a  new 
supply  of  fishing  tackle,  and  when  next  he  goes  he 
will  doubtless  consider  it  more  profitable  to  go 
alone,  or  if  he  takes  me,  to  at  least  teach  me  how 
to  pull  in  a  root. — Mabel  A.  Cook  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 


BEPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  during 
tho  holidays  has  been  in  fair  order,  though  the 
temperature  has  varied  so  much  that  there  has  not 
been  a  regular  succession  of  good  days  for  sport. 
Nevertheless,  some  very  fair  takes  of  roach  have 
been  made,  and  a  few  pike.  A  perch  of  3|lb.  has 
been  caught  above  Oxford  by  a  labourer.  The  new 
year  opened  in  the  Thames  Valley  with  a  white 
frost,  and  a  thick  fog  overhung  the  river  at  King- 
ston, Teddington,  and  Richmond.  There  should 
now  be  excellent  pike  fishing ;  but  as  the  water  has 
cleared,  bank  anglers  who  try  for  roach  should  seek 
swims  of  8ft.  deep,  and  if  possible  choose  a  sandy 
bottom  section  of  the  river. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  has  been  in  very 

fair  condition  during  the  Christmas  holidays,  only 
the  boisterous  weather  has  made  angling  almost 
impossible.  Given  quieter  weather  some  good 
sport  should  soon  follow.  Messrs.  Read,  Hobbs, 
Clements,  Mott,  and  other  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  a  number  of  small  jack  up  to  (jib.  have  been 
caught.  Some  perch  up  to  lib.  have  come 
to  the  net.  Here  and  there,  where  the 
bankers  have  found  a  sheltered  swim,  some 
fair  bags  of  roach  up  to  121b,  have  been  taken.  A 


chub  of  over  51b.  has  been  caught  by  Mr.  Smart ; 
the  fish  took  a  dace  on  snap  tackle.  Mr.  C.  Murray 
and  J.  Prescud,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  have  had 
some  fair  sport  with  the  jack,  taking  a  number  up 
to  6Jlb.  I  hear  that  a  large  quantity  of  tench  up 
to  61b.  and  some  good  perch  and  jack  have  been 
netted  from  Begger's  Hole,  above  Marsh  Lock,  by 
a  number  of  sportsmen  ('?)  living  in  the  neighbour- 
hood.— Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — During  last  eight 
days  I  have  recorded  the  following  takes  :  One  day, 
Mr.  Edward  George,  twelve  bream,  weighing  3l^lb.  ; 
two  days,  Mr.  John  James  and  Mr.  Percy  Curtis, 
twenty-three  bream,  from  21b.  up  to  31b.  ;  one  day, 
Mr.  Maitland,  five  bream ;  two  days,  Mr.  James 
Kidd,  twenty-one  bream.  Mr.  Tomlinson  has  taken 
a  jack  at  the  weir  weighing  8Jlb.  S.  McBride  in 
three  days,  sixteen  bream.  Water  is  now  in  fine 
condition,  but  customers  scarce. — W.  McBride. 

Ancholme  District. — Pike-fishing  is  looking  up 
again,  owing  to  colder  weather.  Two  hundred  nice 
rudd  are  put  into  the  Ancholme  to-day  from  the 
Manor  Fishery,  Caistor. — Thomas  Ford,  C'aistor. 

Avon  (Biing"virood). — Angling  in  the  Ringwood 
Avon  during  the  past  week  some  excellent  sport 
has  been  had.  Mr.  Philip  A.  Jackson  landed  361b. 
of  pike  in  two  hours :  and  Mr.  Hulbert,  a  visitor  at 
the  White  Hart  Hotel,  on  Boxing  Day  had  a  most 
successful  time  ;  his  catch  consisted  of  561b.  of  pike, 
tho  largest  weighing  upwards  of  181b.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hardingham,  also  visitors  at  the  same  hotel,  have 
enjoyed  good  sport. — Piscatorial. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — We  had  heavy 
rains  the  week  before  last,  but  the  river  soon  fined 
down  and  was  in  first-rate  fishing  order  during 
Christmas  week.  Mr.  Isaac  Gray,  of  York,  landed 
a  fine  pike  of  over  91b.  between  Malton  and  Huttons 
Ambo,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Walker,  of  Norton,  with  his 
son,  and  Mr.  Perrin  caught  about  351b.  of  pike  on  a 
private  sheet  of  water,  one  fish  weighing  19|lb., 
which  I  am  glad  to  say  will  be  set  up.  Good  sport 
should  be  had  during  the  coming  week. — H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Since  my  last  report 
the  river  has  been  in  full  flood,  and  the  holiday 
anglers'  hopes  were  bright  when  the  river  fined 
down.  In  the  canal  last  week,  near  the  Lime  Kilns, 
Messrs.  Prickman,  Crosbie,  and  others  had  some 
pike  averaging  41b.  each.  A  fine  tench  was 
also  caught  on  one  open  bright  morning.  In  tho 
Ejfe  Messrs.  Hawkins,  Tees,  and  others  had  a  few 


pike  averaging  41b.  and  51b.  each,  but  now  the  cold 
wind,  sleet,  and  hail  have  put  a  stop  to  anything 
like  sport,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days 
are  not  promising,  as  the  water  is  full  of  snow-water 
from  the  hills  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Exe. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
A  good  many  anglers,  favoured  by  the  unusually 
fine  weather  of  the  holidays,  have  visited  this 
locality  for  their  sport.  Both  roach  fishing 
and  pike  fishing  have  been  available  in  the 
districts  where  they  predominate,  and  though  no 
heavy  baskets  are  reported  as  the  result  of  their 
operations  a  very  fair  quantity  of  fish  apparently 
have  been  banked.  Where  the  stream  has  been 
rapid  there  has  been  a  bit  too  much  colour  in  it  for 
pike  fishing,  but  where  the  water  is  clearer  baskets 
made  are  satisfactory  as  to  numbers  ;  but  fish  have 
run  rather  small,  though  it  was  expected  that  during 
the  holidays  some  big  fish  would  be  caught ;  no 
news  of  anything  of  that  sort  is  to  hand.  Usual 
haunts  were  fairly  well  patronissed. — Limpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  District). — During  the 
holidays  anglers  have  been  very  busy.  Most  of 
them  were  well  repaid  for  braving  the  elements. 
In  spite  of  the  very  cold,  changeable  weather,  jack 
fishermen  had  a  good  time,  and  many  good  fish 
have  been  taken.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Blunliam  Mills  the  largest  landed  scaled  131b.,  this 
was  on  Saturday  last.  I  saw  a  nice  bag  of  six  that 
averaged  51b.  each  in  the  hands  of  two  local  sports- 
men. Two  others  had  specimens  of  11  Jib.  and 
101b.  respectively  from  the  water  near  Girtford 
Bridge.  Roach-pole  men  have  not  fared  so  well. 
It  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at  when  so  many 
jack  have  been  in  evidence  quite  near  some  of  the 
best  swims.  We  want  more  settled  weather  for 
roach,  then  baiting  with  a  nice  bimch  of  gentles 
or  redworms  should  account  for  good  bags. — King- 
fisher. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  has  been  visited 
during  the  holidays  by  a  good  many  anglers,  who 
in  spite  of  the  boisteroi  s  weather  have  succeeded 
in  bringing  to  bank  some  nice  samples  of  roach. 
In  the  Rye  House  district  Mr.  H.  Sampson  has 
secured  seven  roach  weighing  61b.  Mr.  Rumble 
has  caught  roach  up  to  IJlb.,  and  another  roach 
angler  has  made  a  71b.  basket  of  those  fish.  Among 
some  pike  landed  at  this  station  have  been  a 
bretce  scaling  101b.,  and  perch  up  to  IJlb.  have 
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also  been  creeled  there.  At  Broxbourne  nice 
roach  have  been  landed,  and  Cathagena  Weir  pool 
has  yielded  a  61b.  pike  and  a  21b.  tench,  the  last- 
named  fish  said  to  have  been  caught  with  a  cube  of 
bread  crust.  Perch  and  jack  have  been  taken  at 
Ponders  End,  but  sport  has  been  far  from  brisk 
there.  Other  catches  have  been  made  on  the  Lea, 
which  is  in  fair  order  but  getting  clear  again. 
Some  nice  roach  have  been  met  with  in  the  New 
River,  which,  of  course,  is  strictly  preserved.  I 
have  no  news  from  the  Stort  or  Beane. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridg'e  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  fishing  here  has  much 
improved  this  last  week,  both  roach  and  pike  giving 
good  sport.  On  Monday  one  angler  had  eight  pike, 
average  weight  3|lb.  each.  Roach  have  been  landed 
up  to  141b.  per  rod.  The  largest  pike  taken  during 
the  week  weighed  8  |lb.— P.  W.  G. 

JtVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  stained  and  have  risen, 
and  are  not  in  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  last 
week  up  to  Monday  was  beautiful  and  fine,  and 
more  like  April  than  December,  and  the  fish  were 
moving  during  midday.  A  sudden  change  from 
spring  to  winter  took  place  on  Dec  28,  and 
rain  and  sleet  and  snow  were  had  and  the  rivers 
were  soon  stained.  There  is  every  prospect  of  more 
snow,  and  fishing  will  be  quiet  until  we  get  some 
fine  frosty  weather.     The  Pinsley  is  stained. — • 

GWYNNE. 

JiXigg,  Arrow,  and   Pinsley  (Kingrsland). — 

Variable  weather  has  been  experienced  since  last 
report,  at  present  the  uplands  are  covered  with 
snow.  The  rivers  are  stained  and  have  swelled  a 
little — they  are  too  high  for  good  fishing — and  under 
the  present  climatic  conditions  it  is  hazardous  to 
say  when  sport  may  be  looked  for.  Glass  very  low, 
but  rising  a  little ;  wind,  N.W.,  cold. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Oiise  (Holywell  Perry). — High  winds  have  not 
been  conducive  to  good  sport  during  the  holidays. 
The  principal  takes  have  been  perch,  and  Mr.  Isaacs 
had  chub  up  to  3 Jib.  Wind  now  (Dec.  31)  has 
abated  a  bit,  so  I  expect  to  see  some  good  jack 
taken  this  week  end. — A.  Scaed. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Holiday  visitors  to  this  neighbourhood  are 
able  to  congratulate  each  other  on  being  favoured 
here  with  such  exceptionally  fine  weather — more 
resembling  May  than  December — and  which  con- 
tinued to  the  end  of  Christmas  week,  and  with  the 
rivers  in  very  fair  condition,  anglers  had  a 
very  good  time,  not  only  with  grayling,  but  also 
with  pike,  chub,  and  other  kinds  of  coarse  fish. 
The  present  week,  so  far,  has  been  a  complete  con- 
trast to  the  last  one,  as  winter  has  once  more  put  in 
an  appearance,  and  on  Monday  there  was  a  snow- 
storm, of  short  duration  fortunately,  but  as  long 
as  it  continued  not  even  the  oldest  inhabitant  could 
recollect  seeing  such  a  large  quantity  of  snow  fall 
in  such  a  short  space  of  time  or  in  such  large  flakes. 
The  snow  has  now  disappeared  excepting  from  the 
hilly  land,  and  at  present  there  is  every  appearance 
of  a  tharp  frost. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  An- 
ticipation in  angling,  as  in  other  sports,  is  too  often 
more  pleasurable  than  the  realisation.  The  past 
Christmas  holidays  were  a  failure  to  those  en- 
thusiasts who  are  wedded  to  the  waterside,  and  the 
stay-at-homes  who  officiated  at  the  festive  board 
with  their  wives  and  families  found  things  far  more 
enjoyable.  Sport  in  all  districts  was  unsatisfactory. 
A  few  roach  were  taken  from  the  Ouse  at  Barcombe 
Mills,  and  also  a  few  small  pike.  The  weather,  al- 
though withoutrain,  wasduU,  cold,  and  cheerless.  The 


fireside  of  the  river-side  hostels  was  a  greater  attrac- 
tion than  bottom  fishing.  Sport  on  the  Adur  and  the 
Cuckmere  was  a  blank,  and  at  Chichester  Canal  a 
few  small  bream  and  pike  was  the  record.  Recently 
from  water  near  East  Grinstead  a  fine  pike  of  23  Jib. 
was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Heard.  My  informant  does 
not  state  whether  by  gorge,  live  bait  snap,  or 
spinning.  The  weather  as  I  write  is  dull  and  cold, 
with  a  tinge  of  frost  in  the  early  mornings.  The 
oyster  beds  at  Emsworth  being  tabooed  the  fish  are 
transferred  to  Hayling  Island,  where  there  is  no 
risk  of  contamination,  and  the  drainage  into  the 
harbour  is  to  be  remedied. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing  up  to  Dec.  28,  and 
was  in  capital  condition  during  the  holidays  ; 
the  weather  was  beautiful  and  fine,  and  more 
like  spring  than  Christmas.  On  Dec.  28  there 
was  a  change  in  the  weather,  rain  fell  accom- 
panied by  sleet,  and  rain  has  been  had  since ;  on 
Tuesday  snow  fell  and  the  river  began  to  rise,  and 
is  now  bank  full  and  stained  ;  before  the  change  the 
fish  were  well  on  the  move  at  midday,  and  were 
taking  fly.  Angling  has  been  rather  quiet,  although 
one  or  two  rods  ventured  out  and  tried  Red  Tag. 
Whirling  Blue,  Hare's  Ear,  Green  Insect,  and  Silver 
Dun,  grasshopper  and  maggot.  Sport  has  not 
been  good  ;  a  few  nice  fish  were  landed  on  Saturday 
(Dec.  27)  with  grasshopper.  Coarse  fish  have  been 
caught  with  maggot  and  worm.  The  prospects  for 
sport  at  present  are  very  poor.  If  we  get  a  few 
days'  frost  there  will  be  good  sport  to  be  had.  Pike 
fishing  quiet.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  coloured,  fishing  quiet  on  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 

running  coloured  and  rather  high,  and  out  of  order 
for  fly  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable, 
but  during  the  Christmas  holidays  it  was  beautiful 
and  fine,  with  bright  sunshine,  and  the  rivers  were 
running  in  good  order  for  fly  or  bottom  baits  ;  but  a 
change  took  place  on  Dec.  28,  and  rain  and  sleet 
fell ;  raiu  has  been  had  nearly  every  night  since, 
and  snow  has  also  been  had,  and  to-day  (Wednes- 
day) the  water  was  out  of  order.  Angling  has  been 
rather  quiet  of  late,  but  with  some  open  frosty 
weather  there  should  be  some  good  grayling  landed 
in  this  district. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigfhbourinif 
Rivers. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  afforded 
some  grayling  days,  which  have  been  taken  ad- 
vantage of  by  a  few  winter  anglers.  Mr.  Tate  and 
friend  journeyed  to  the  Till,  and  were  well  rewai'ded 
by  two  decent  baskets  of  fish,  and  another  angler 
from  Jarrow  told  me,  out  of  a  selection  of  flies  I 
made  him,  he  met  with  good  sport,  killing  eight 
brace  of  good  grayling.  Here  I  may  say  the  fish  are 
in  the  pink  of  condition  and  fight  hard,  and  to  those 
who  enjoy  grayling  fi.shing  a  visit  to  the  Till 
I  am  sure  would  be  enjoyed  by  any  angler.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  on  the  Tyne,  and  some  good 
roach  and  dace  have  been  basketed  between  Ryton 
and  Wylam.  The  salmon  season  is  near  upon  us, 
and  permits  for  the  Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federa- 
ion  waters  on  the  renowned  Coquet  can  be  obtained 
from  me, — Henry  A.  Mtjrton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  87,  Grey-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lines).  —  A 
good  many  anglers  have  paid  a  visit  to  the  Witham 
during  the  holidays.  The  water  has  been  in  capital 
condition,  and  the  fioods  have  disappeared,  owing 
to  facilities  for  getting  rid  of  the  water  at  the 
Grand  Sluice.  Lincoln  anglers  have  done  very  well 
about  Bardney,  in  the  Sincil  Dyke,  and  the  old 
Barlings  Eau.  The  water  has  been  too  discoloured 
for  pike  to  take  well,  but  as  the  water  clears  and 
fine  weather  continues,  live-baiting  will  be  brisker. 
A  few  fish  have  been  engineered  about  Langrick, 
where  the  water  is  fining  down  beautifully.  The 
best  places  were  thought  to  be  Thorpe  Tinley  drain 
end,  below  Kirkstead,  the  Bain  end  at  Dogdyke, 
and  the  Anton  Gowt's  famous  swim,  and  also  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal  at  Chapel  Hill. 
The  great  dredger,  which  is  usually  laid  up  about 
the  Grand  Sluice,  was  to  be  put  to  work  on  Monday 
between  Tattershall  Bridge  and  Kirkstead.  Tons 
of  warp  will  be  removed  from  the  river  bed,  and 
operations  about  there  are  suspended  for  a  while. 
The  improvement  will  come  later.  The  water  in 
the  drains  about  Boston  is  too  low  for  good  sport. 
— Luci. 


Geatlino  Flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  23.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  patterns 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Miller,  who  has  had  over 
thiity  years'  practical  experience.  Sample  dozen  flies  sent  on 
receipt  of  26.  Fly  dressing  material — wings,  hackles,  silks,  etc. 
Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  requirements. 
Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Lar^e  stock 
of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  VVidgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality,  2d.  per 
dozen  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair  casts,  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  eacli.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Miller  (Telephone 
2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds.' 


Yore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Onse,  etc., 
(Torks).— Up  to  Boxing  Day  some  very  fair,  in 
some  instances  good,  sport  was  enjoyed  in  all  our 
rivers  and  canals,  particularly  amongst  the  pike, 
Messrs.  Alfi-ed  Walker,  his  son,  and  Mr.  Perrin,  of 
Malton,  having  a  rare  Bank  Holiday,  their  catch 
for  the  day  weighing  35^1b.,  the  bigge.«t  fish  scaling 
19|:lb.  After  that  we  had  snow  and  north-westerly 
gales  to  contend  with ;  this  kept  the  Christma.s 
holiday  anglers  at  home.  As  I  write  the  Yore  is 
rapidly  clearing,  and  with  fine  weather  will  Ix) 
in  capital  trim  again  for  grayling  or  piko 
fishing  by  the  week  end.  In  spite  of  the  presence 
of  snow-water,  "Jim"  Blades  in  a  high  wind  on. 
Tuesday  caught  eight  brace  of  nice  grayling  on  the 
Hawes  Angling  Association  water  with  the  little 
red  worm,  and  some  of  the  Lcyburn  anglers  did 
well  in  the  Wensley  waters  on  the  same  day.  Roach, 
too,  have  fed  bettor  than  might  have  been  expected. 
I  met  an  angler  with  a  creol  nearly  full  to-day. 
There  is  snow  on  the  Yorodale,  Svvalodalo,  Nidder- 
dale,  and  Wharfcdalo  hills,  and  with  a  rising 
barometer  we  may  expect  frost.  Prospects  for  next 
week  are  good  with  favourable  weather. — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  Now  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — A  heavy  downfall  of 
snow  on  Dec.  28,  followed  by  a  sudden  thaw,  has 
filled  the  streams  with  snow-water.  Practically 
there  has  been  no  coarse  fishing  in  this  district 
since  trout  fishing  closed.  Frosty  weather  has  set 
in,  and  by  every  appearance  it  will  last.  This  has 
brought  lots  of  wild  ducks  to  Belfast  Lough  and 
the  inland  lakes.  A  number  of  trout  streams  on 
the  Antrim  coast  open  on  Feb.  1,  including 
the  Lagan.  The  Ulster  anglers  have  now  a  mem- 
bership of  208.— J.  A.  B. 

Garvogne  (Sligo). — The  Garvogne  or  Sligo  river 
opened  for  netting  on  New  Year's  Day.  Clean  run 
fish  have  been  in  it  for  the  pa.st  week.  Rod  fishing 
opens  on  the  fresh  water  portions  on  1st  prox. — 
J.  A.  B. 

nXourne  (Newbownstewairt,  co.  Tyrone). — The 

run  of  breeding  salmon  up  the  Mourne  and  its 
numerous  tributaries  was  in  excess  of  any  for 
twelve  years.  The  hatchery  here  will  bo  stocked 
with  ova  to  its  fullest  capacity,  and  the  manager 
informs  me  that  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty 
in  stocking  it  twice  over.  It  would  seem  that  the 
great  amount  of  money  spent  on  the  river  by  the 
Fishery  Company  is  just  beginning  to  bear  fruit. 
The  much-maligned  company  have  saved  the  river. 
—J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal.— All  through  the  Christmas  holidays  very 
decent  takes  of  fish  have  been  landed.  Wind 
westerly  ;  good  takes.  Dec.  26 — Messrs.  C.  Dur- 
lacher,  W.  Merton,  and  Jones  had  one  cod  of  (iilb., 
five  codling,  and  two-and-a-half  score  of  large 
whiting ;  Messrs.  Andrews,  Perks,  and  Fisk  have 
been  having  decent  takes,  myself  accompanying 
them,  and  the  last-named  gentleman  hooked  a 
splendid  whiting  of  2|lb.  Dec.  29 — Dick  Philpott 
took  seven-and-a-half  score  whiting,  ten  large  dabs, 
and  seven  small  codling ;  Messrs.  Nunn  and  C. 
Marshall  have  been  having  splendid  sport ;  Mr. 
and  Miss  Waddell  have  also  joined  in  the  fun, 
also  Mr.  Minchin.  Dec.  30— Mr.  Stubbs  and 
friend,  five  score  fine  whiting  and  one  decent  codling. 
This  day  (Wednesday,  Dec.  31),  wind  N.W.,  light, 
water  smooth  and  thick,  some  decent  takes  of  fish 
were  landed.  Messrs.  Hall,  Meiklejohn  and  friend, 
fishing  with  myself  near  Sandown  Castle,  took  ten- 
and-a-half  score  whiting,  seven  codling,  six  dabs, 
one  dogfish,  and  one  pouting ;  some  of  these  were 
good  fish.  Tides  suit  for  all  day  fishing,  week-end, 
and  part  of  next  week.  Mr.  Minchin,  on  Wednesday, 
Dec.  3 1,  took  three  score  whiting  and  one  cod  of  Sib. 
—Edward  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach- 
street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  present  week  has  not 
yielded  general  good  results,  the  scarcity  of  both 
lug  and  sprat  for  bait  partially  accounting  for  this. 
Our  Christmas  visitors  also  witnessed  but  little 
sport,  the  water  during  most  of  their  stay  being 
very  bright,  and  but  few  whiting  or  dabs  being  in 
evidence.  Several  visiting  and  local  anglers  ha\e 
been  kept  fairly  busy  with  codling  during  evening 
and  night  hoiu-s,  Mr.  Chapman  and  Mr.  Glen  doing 
better  than  any  others.  Sport  on  Dec.  28  proved  very 
disappointing,  though  many  experienced  anglers, 
including  Messrs.  Minchin,  Woodhead,  Dryden, 
Clark,  Chapman,  Head,  and  M  ild,  fished  skilfully 
and  patiently  for  several  hours.  'The  main  feature 
of  the  day  consisted  of  a  few  large  dabs,  almost 
invariably  taken  upon  lugworm.  Monday  (Dec.  29) 
saw  a  fairly  large  accession  to  the  ranks,  the  new 
arrivals  including  Messrs.  Bursill,  Harding,  More- 
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wood,  Curtis,  Bryen,  and  Walters,  also  Master  Cyril 
and  Miss  Queenie  Steele  Perkins,  Master  Taylor  and 
Miss  Ives.  The  lack  of  sport  proved  somewhat 
trying  to  the  juveniles,  but  they  plied  their  rods 
with  great  patience,  and  one  and  all  made  fairly 
good  bags.  Tuesday  (Dec.  .SO)  witnessed  a  few 
fresh  arrivals,  including  Mr.  Culley,  Mr.  Gilbert,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hopper.  Had  bait  been  more  readily 
obtainable  matters  would  have  ruled  very  different, 
and  taking  all  things  into  consideration  the  returns 
for  the  day  were  a  little  above  recent  average.  The 
catch  of  whiting  from  tlie  pier  on  Wednesday  (Dec. 
31),  upon  the  slack  of  the  flood  tide,  was  quite 
phenomenal — really  good  bags  all  round  being  the 
order  of  the  day.  The  general  run  of  these  fish, 
with  many  notable  exceptions,  was  not  large.  The 
water  at  the  present  time  is  in  excellent  condition, 
but  I  should  strongly  advise  visiting  anglers  to 
bring  a  supply  of  bait  with  them. — T.  Richardson 
B.S.A.S. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards.— Weatlier  has  been 
very  unsettled  of  late.  Nothing  being  done  with 
rod  and  line.  Colder,  wind  getting  N.W.  ;  prospects 
poor. — A. 

Penzance. — Owing  to  the  stormy  weatlier,  pier 
angling  has  been  well  nigh  in  abeyance  during  the 
past  week  or  two.  Our  fleet  have  been  making 
good  takes  of  winter  herring  and  selling  at  about 
five  shillings  per  hundred.  Three  mackerel  boats 
put  off  the  other  day  and  took  four  or  five  thousand 
fish,  and  got  a  rare  good  price  for  them  — H. 

Plymouth. — The  Christmas  holidays  have  some- 
what interfered  with  the  fishing  here  this  week,  and 
the  amateurs  have  been  paying  more  attention  to 
festivities  than  fishing.  I  saw  a  nice  lot  of  grey 
mullet  yesterday  (Dec.  30)  that  were  taken  in  a 
seine  whilst  fishing  for  sprats,  a  few  good-sized  bass 
were  also  landed  the  same  time.  The  weather  has 
not  been  very  enticing  for  pier  fishermen,  rather 
windy  and  rain  squalls.  This  is  the  best  month  for 
hake  ;  they  are  now  in  their  prime,  and  are  full  of 
roe  prior  to  their  going  to  the  deep  water  to  spawn. 
The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  includes  coal- 
fish,  hake,  ling,  cod,  haddock,  pouting,  whiting,  tub, 
piper,  red  gurnard,  eel,  sprat,  pilchard,  anchovy. 
Dory,  mackerel,  smelt,  skate,  homelyn  ray,  rays  in 
general,  and  all  shell  fish.— William  Heardee. 

Ramsgfate. — Fishing  has  not  been  over  good 
during  the  holiday  week.  On  Dec.  26  and  27  a 
good  many  rods  were  in  evidence  on  the  Iron  and 
West  piers  ;  the  takes,  consisting  of  codling  and  flat 
fish,  were  not  up  to  average.  Few  boats  were  out, 
but  one  or  two  of  the  smaller  sailing  yachts  managed 
to  find  the  codling,  and  returned  with  takes  varying 
from  two  to  three  score  decent  fish.  The  water  has 
been  very  thick  during  the  week.  Weather  more 
promising,  but  cold. — Grey  Mullet. 

Weymontli. — The  fishing  here  the  past  week  has 
been  anything  but  good.  In  the  bay  little  or  nothing 
has  been  done  on  account  of  the  wild  weather  we 
have  been  having,  liigh  winds  and  rough  seas.  In 
the  harbour  a  few  bass  have  been  had,  but  no 
catches  of  any  importance  ;  they  seem  to  liave  gone 
off  the  feed  or  else  they  have  not  come  in,  but  to 
make  up  for  the  loss  a  good  quantity  of  flat  fish 
have  been  caught,  principally  on  mussel  bait.  The 
springs  are  now  on,  so  if  anything  like  good  weather 
pre\-ails  we  ought  to  be  getting  some  good  sport 
again.  Weather  at  present  cold,  S.W.  wind,  sea 
rather  rough. — A.  G.  Rowell. 


The  fortieth  number  of  the  periodical  entitled  the 
Property  Gazetteer  is  to  hand.  As  a  guide  to  persons 
desirous  of  purchasing  or  of  renting  houses,  this  is 
one  of  the  best  publications.  Whatever  may  be  the 
locality  in  which  the  house  is  desired,  every  informa- 
tion is  afforded  about  it  in  the  Property  Gazetteer. 
The  route  thither  from  London  and  the  fares  are 
given,  and  all  the  essential  particulars  about  the 
town,  its  staple  industries,  the  market  days,  the 
early  closing  days,  and  the  London  post  time. 
Besides  all  this  there  is  a  special  feature  in  the  shape 
of  a  large  number  of  illustrated  advertisements  of 
properties  to  let  or  for  sale.  These  illustrations  are 
beautifully  executed  and  afford  the  purchaser  or 
renter  an  accurate  and  complete  idea  of  the  property 
on  the  market.  Offering  these  great  and  numerous 
advantages  to  persons  wanting  houses,  the  Property 
Gazetteer  is  naturally  highly  appreciated  by  house 
agents  as  an  advertising  medium,  as  is  sufficiently 
shown  by  the  number  of  advertisements  which  the 
periodical  contains.  It  may  be  obtained  of  the 
Publisher,  I,  Mitre-court,  Fleet-street,  E.G.,  at  the 
phenomenally  low  price  of  (id. 

Old  Fuller,  author  of  "  English  Worthies,"  tells 
a  quaint  story  of  himself  and  Justice  Woodcock 
"  1  was  out  in  the  fields,"  said  he,  "when  we  di<i 
hear  an  owl."  "  What  pretty  bird  is  that  1  "  said 
he.  "  A  woodcock,"  says  I.  "  No,"  said  he,  "  it 
IS  fuller  in  the  liead,  fuller  in  the  body,  and  fuller 
all  over." 


Jlssocittf  ions 

(Special  Meetings). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday 
next,  Jan.  5,  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

Having  an  urgent  application  the  committee 
met  on  Dec.  19,  1902,  instead  of  Dec.  26,  1902. 
Next  meeting  will  be  on  Jan.  9.  I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge with  thanks  the  receipt  per  Mr.  Wade  of 
£1  lis.  from  donation  box  of  Stockwell  Angling 
Society.  Should  be  glad  if  secretaries  will  kindly 
endeavour  to  get  more  members ;  we  are  still  a 
long  way  behind. — W.  H.  Barber. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society— 

A  very  pleasant  meeting 'on  Tuesday,  Dec.  23, 
vyas  presided  over  by  Mr.  John  Hurren.  Mr. 
Canton  produced  some  very  nice  roach  (in  prime 
condition)  from  the  New  River,  Mr.  T.  Maynard 
also  exhibiting  chub  and  dace  from  the  Kennet. 
Mr.  Taylor,  most  indefatigable  in  his  search  after 
piscine  monstrosities,  showed  two  brill,  one  of 
them  a  normal  fish,  the  second  a  strange  contrast 
of  symmetry.  Several  other  reports  of  fish  taken 
by  members  were  made,  including  a  catch  of 
soventy-four  by  four  gentlemen.  Mr.  Wichten- 
dalil  presented  to  the  society  a  very  handsome 
rod,  as  previously  promised;  this  article  will 
figure  amongst  the  prizes  in  a  January  com- 
petition. The  last  meeting  of  the  year  was  held 
on  Tuesday  (Dec.  30),  when  there  was  a  good 
attendance,  Mr.  S.  Wertheim  taking  the  chair. 
There  were  several  fishing  reports.  Mr.  Gilbert 
showed  a  fine  tray  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub 
taken  at  Cookham.  Mr.  Grammar,  a  nice  tray 
of  jack  from  the  Wey,  several  of  them  good  fish. 
Other  reports  were  :  Mr.  Maynard,  roach  and 
chub  from  Goring  ;  Mr.  Hurren,  perch  from 
Cheshunt ;  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  fishing  the  Mole,  had 
a  variety  of  fish,  but  not  large;  Mr.  Taylor, 
fishing  at  Blunham,  was  only  moderately  success- 
ful. The  same  gentleman  showed  specimens  of 
immature  sea-trout  and  salmon,  taken  by  the  eel 
fishermen  in  Scotland,  sent  to  London,  and  con- 
demned by  the  authorities  at  Billingsgate.  It 
was  arranged  that  the  rod  presented  by  Mr. 
Wiehtendahl  should  be  awarded  as  a  prize  to  the 
captor  of  the  heaviest  roach  (above  standard 
size)  taken  on  Jan.  13,  three  "society  prizes"  of 
a  guinea's  worth  of  fishing  requisites  being  also 
offered  for  best  three  fish — roach,  dace,  and  chub 
respectively — taken  on  the  same  day,  any  public 
or  otherwise  equally  accessible  water  allowed ; 
fish  to  be  produced  or  reported  the  day  of  capture.' 
Mr.  Anstiss  brought  up  two  fine  cases  of  fish- 
pike,  chub,  and  roach— which  had  been  beauti- 
fully set  up.  These,  the  first  cases  of  fish  taken 
by  members,  were  greatly  admired,  as  very  clever 
specimens  of  the  taxidermist's  art.  The  usual 
C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  vote  of  thanks  to  an  agreeable 
chairman,  closed  a  v«ry  pleasant  meeting. 

Gresham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  society  for  this  year.  A  con- 
siderable amount  of  business  was  transacted,  and 
arrangements  made  for  the  supper  which  takes 
place  on  Jan.  13,  1903.  The  fishmg  reports  were 
very  meagre,  but  Mr.  W.  Marshall  who  visited 
Deal,  got  3h  score  whiting  ;  and  Messrs.  Saunders 
and  Hay  ward  had  some  good  roach  from  Kelvedon. 
The  hon.  secretary  reported  that  he  had  visited 
Kelvedon,  on  business  connected  with  the  society, 
and  found  the  river  in  very  good  condition  for 
reaching.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Emery, 
who  regretted  his  inability  to  be  present  at  the 
meeting,  owing  to  a  severe  cold,  in  which  he  said 
that  he  should  drink  the  toast  of  the  Gresham  at 
10.30  p.m.,  if  it  was  only  in  gruel.  The  toast  of 
"Absent  Friends  "  was  given  by  the  chairman,  and 
heartily  drank,  after  which  Mr.  Close,  in  a  few 
well-chosen  words,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman,  which  was  carried  with  musical 
honours,  and  brought  a  very  pleasant  evening  to 
a  close.— F.  E.  Eldred,  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

At  our  meeting  on  Dec.  31,  after  the  ordinary 
business  had  been  transacted,  interest  centred 
in  the  accounts  of  members'  experiences  during 
the  Christmas  holidays.  In  most  cases,  however, 
the  allurements  of  the  fireside  and  good  cheer  had 
proved  stronger  than  those  of  ansling.  Mr.  G. 
Rayner  has  recorded  a  nice  chub,  31b.  15oz.  Mr! 
T.  A.  Shaw,  from  the  Kennet,  had  a  take  com- 
bining quality  and  quantity.  Among  a  lot  of 
class  fish  he  had  roach  tip  to  lib.  r2|oz.  and 
lib.  8]oz.,  dace  over  lOoz.,  and  topped  up  with 
a  grayling.  Messrs.  H.  Dunn  and  G.  Westrup 
visited  our  Barford  fishery  and  took  best  part 
of  a  hundredweight  of  pike,  but  unfortunately 


there  were  no  "tonkers,"  the  best  being  a  nine- 
pounder  taken  by  Mr.  Dunn.  Owing  to  the  strong 
wind  roach  fishing  was  practically  impossible,  but 
during  the  few  hours  it  was  persevered  in  Mr. 
Dunn  took  a  number  of  fish  up  to  lib.  lOoz.,  and 
Mr.  Westrup  a  dozen  fair  perch  and  fourteen 
roach  up  to  lib.  8oz.  Mr.  A.  Piercy,  jack  and 
perch ;  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  a  dozen  and  a  half 
pike,  but  nothing  over  41b.,  and  a  fine  perch 
21b.  6|oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Potter,  some  small  perch ;  Mr. 
J.  E.  Clements  showed  some  pretty  roach,  best 
lib.  2oz.— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  T.  H.  Bacon  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting.  Since  the  last  report  the  following  takes 
of  fish  have  been  recorded  : — Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  a 
pike  of  141b.  loz.  from  the  Avon  ;  Mr.  Frank 
Ward,  pike  from  private  water  of  101b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
E.  K.  Foreman,  pike,  also  from  preserved  fishing, 
of  91b.  12oz.  (the  last  mentioned  brace  of  pike 
formed  part  of  a  catch  of  twenty- one  fish  by  the 
two  gentlemen  named) ;  Mr.  W.  Edmonds,  pike  of 
41b.  from  the  Thames;  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  four  brace 
of  Itchen  grayling,  up  to  lib.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher,  a  dozen  and  a  half  of  Thames  roach,  and 
six  roach  from  the  Kennet  (the  latter  exhibited 
on  Monday)  ;  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy,  chub  from 
Uxbridge  ;^  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson,  roach,  dace,  and 
chub  from  Newbury  ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  grayling 
and  chub  from  the  Kennet ;  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans, 
twelve  score  of  whiting,  etc.,  from  Deal.  Mr. 
Evans  also  fairly  hooked  and  landed  a  "willy 
duck  "  at  Deal,  the  bird  diving  after  a  sprat  which 
was  being  used  as  bait.  A  somewhat  uncommon 
bird  for  the  district  was  shot  at  Newbury  by  Mr. 
R.  C.  Blundell,  a  "  black- tufted  widgeon  "  to  wit. 
In  connection  with  the  customary  toast  of 
"  Absent  Friends,"  special  reference  was  made  to 
one  of  the  society's  oldest  members,  Mr.  H.  L. 
W.  Godwin,  and  hopes  expressed  for  his  speedy 
recovery  from  the  indisposition  from  which  lie 
suffered.  The  annual  meeting  has  been  fixed  for 
Monday,  Jan.  26. — Hon.  Sec. 


Leicesteb  Angling  Society — 

The  condition  of  the  Leicester  Angling  Society's 
waters  at  Aylestone  has  improved  somewhat 
during  the  last  month ;  but  although  in  the 
early  part  of  December  the  river  was  over  the 
banks,  the  weeds  and  bottom  refuse  have  not 
been  entirely  cleared  away,  and  it  requires 
another  good  flush  to  put  the  stream  in  thorough 
order.  The  water  is  now  at  a  good  level  but 
fine,  and  the  members  who  have  been  out  have 
been  only  moderately  successful,  though  good 
individual  fish  have  been  met  with.  The  follow- 
ing are  recorded :  Mr.  Prime,  several  nice  baskets 
of  roach,  including  a  fish  of  lib.  8Joz.  ;  Mr.  Dibbin, 
brace  of  jack;  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Armstrong, 
baskets  of  roach ;  Mr.  Whitwell,  dace,  8  Joz. ;  Mr. 
J,  G.  Hobbs,  chub,  21b.,  and  dace,  lOJoz. ;  Mr. 
Pratt,  two  and  a  half  brace  of  perch,  scahng 
3ilb.  :  Mr.  Clarke,  few  roach  and  dace,  8Joz.  ; 
Mr.  Bollard,  basket  of  roa«h  and  perch , "  Mr. 
Long,  perch,  lib.  ;  Mr.  Marris,  roach,  lib.  8|oz. ; 
and  Mr.  Ward,  three  dace,  weighing  24|oz.,  and 
a  jack.  Mr.  Hobbs,  fishing  in  company  with 
Mr.  Nat  Brewin,  has  also  creeled  a  chub  of 
41b.  4oz. ;  and  F.  Smith  has  weighed  in  a  101b. 
pike.  During  Christmas  week  Messrs.  Ward  and 
Hobbs  secured  the  prizes  given  by  Mr.  H.  A^'hite, 
of  the  Jolly  Anglers,  while  those  offered  by  Mr. 
Bollard,  of  the  Leicester  Angling  Club,  were 
awarded  to  Messrs.  J.  Birkett,  Barnes,  and 
Coley.— J.  R. 

Southend-on-Sea  Angling  Society — 

This  society  brought  a  prosperous  season  to  a 
close  by  holding  a  competition  on  the  pier  on 
Boxing  Day.  It  was  thrown  open  on  this  occasion 
to  all  comers  at  a  moderate  entrance  fee,  and  was 
highly  successful  in  every  waj'.  There  were 
Vjetween  fifty  and  sixty  entries  for  the  twelve 
very  useful  prizes  given  by  the  society.  The  -] 
weather  was  exceptionally  on  its  good  behaviour, 
and  a  most  enjoyable  day  was  spent.  The  surprise 
of  the  day  came  at  the  weighing  in,  which  was  held 
in  the  Victoria  Hall  at  five  in  the  evening.  The  ^ 
spacious  room  was  crowded  with  competitors  and 
their  friends,  many  ladies  being  present.  All  the 
prizes  were  taken,  the  first,  a  very  handsome 
clock,  being  secured  by  a  youthful  angler.  Master 
La  Riviere,  with  4lb.  lloz.  of  fish,  other  winners 
were  close  up.  Messrs.  O.  M.  Howard  and  R. 
Graham  judged  the  weights  ;  the  former  gentleman 
successfully  organised  the  entire  competition.  By 
special  request,  Mrs.  R.  Graham,  the  wife  of  the 
hon.  treasurer,  presented  the  prizes,  giving  each 
competitor  a  word  of  encouragement  for  future 
endeavours,  each  competitor  l)eing  received  with  A 
hearty  approbation  on  stepping  up  to  receive  his  a 
award.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanlcs  to  her  for  9 
officiating  closed  the  proceedings.  I 
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Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

Having  largely  increased  the  numbers  of  their  Stock  Fish  are  quoting  low  prices  for 


FROM  WILD  OR  DOMESTICATED  FISH.   See  also  advertisement  on  cover. 

Post  Free,  complete  with  Special  Trace, 

THE  NEW  RUDDY  PIKE  PHANTOM 

IN    SOFT  RUBBER. 

This  most  Killing  Bait  for  Pike,  Perch,  &o.,  is  made  in  three  sizes, 
and  will  be  sent  post  free  as  follows:  3  in.  size,  2/6  ;  3 J  in.  size,  2/9  ; 
i  in.  size,  3/-  (larger  to  order).    The  prices  include  a  4  ft.  Combination 
Trace,  with  3  Swivels. 

To  be  had  only  of 

WM.  BROWN  &  CO.,  64,  QEOROE  STREET,  ABERDEEN. 

^Original  Inventors  of  the  "  Phantom,") 


TRACE  GIVEN  WITH  EACH  BAIT. 
Will  kill  Pike,  Salmon,  Trout,  Perch,  Bass,  &c. 


P.  D.  MALLOOH, 

High=class  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
Ten  Gold  and  Pvize  XSedals  Aw£ti?ded. 


Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone—No.  31. 

Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 

London  : 

Samjsos  Low,  Marston  <fe  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


'DON'T  COUCH  for 
KEATING'S  LOZENGES 
[EASILY  CURE 
THE  WORST  COUCH. 

One  gives  relief.    An  increasing 
sale  of  over  80  years  is  a  certain 
test  of  their  value.   Sold  in  13id. 
tins  everywhere. 


Pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THE 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(Fop  spinning  op  TROLLING), 

Made  in  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
Sam.  Allcook  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  Lee,  4,  Elm  Groye, 
Peckham,  S,E.   Large  size,  1/6 ;  small,  1/3, 


PORCELAIN  RINGS 

Genuine    Porcelain    Rod    Rings  are 
supplied  in  various  shapes  and  sizes. 
Attachable  to  rods  direct  or  by  wire 
guards. 

Price  and  Size  List  free. 

F.   HIT.  OAILiE, 

Anglers'  Depot,  Hanley,  Staffs. 


Ang'lers  wlahinK  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

for  7i*hins  the  Dove  and  Izaak  Walton  Ooiuti7 

BH01TLD  ADTEBTISE  IN 

The  isbbourne  News  &  Dove  Yalley  Record. 

"  Wiinted "  aivt*.,  18  mrit,  ti. ;  H  uorit,  U.,  prepav'- 
Mdrcaas  News  Office.  Ashbouroe. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: — 
Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling:,  Char,   Bass,   Sunfish,   Pike,  Perch,   Roacli,  Dace,  Tencli, 
Golden  Orfe,  Golden  Tencli,  Goldfish,  Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon,  Minnovk-s,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 
Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish  food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice.  Lar^e 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlinjts.    Grayling  limited. 

Addreis—      THOIVIAS  FORD, 
IMIanox*    Flslievy,    Csbistox*,  Xjinoolxusblve. 


PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


ESTABLISHED  1880. 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

fin  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Suhscrij)tion,  6s.  6d. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors— Wyers  Fkeres.SO,  Quai  de  Louvre,  Paris. 

Stock  Your  Lakes  .  . 

With  RAINBOW  TROUT 

And  Your  Rivers  .  . 


With     BROWN  TROUT 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Stocking  with  either. 

Form  Lakes  and  Ponds 

WHEREVER  THE  WATER  SUPPLY  IS  SUFFICIENT, 

AND  REDDS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THEM. 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Forming  either. 

TROUT  FARMING 

ON  MOST  MODERN  AND  THOROUGHLY  PRACTICAL  LINES. 

WRITE  OR  VISIT 

MR.  EDGAR  VALENTINE  GORRIE 

The  River  lichen  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
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^offings       f^c  i^ap. 

....  This  little  world  ; 
This  precious  gem  set  in  the  silver  sea. 

— Shakespeare. 


On  Christmas  morning  I  strayed  into  Tiifnell 
Park  and  witnessed  the  football  match,  "Bakers  v. 
Sweeps."  I  am  not  very  often  a  patron  of  football 
— I  have  even  refused  to  act  as  referee — but  this 
match  was  in  the  cause  of  "sweet  charity,"  and  I 
enjoyed  it  very  much.  I  always  spend  my  Christmas 
mornine  at  home — the  memory  of  man  goeth  not  to  the 
contrary — but  1  am  glad  I  weiit  to  Tufnell  Park,  with 
about  2000  others,  and  saw  some  jrood  sport,  the  re- 
sult of  which  was  that  the  sum  of  £200 — or  more — 
was  raised  for  the  purpose  of  providing  the  poor 
of  Upper  Holloway  with  Christmas  dinners.  During 
the  last  ten  j'ears  over  10,000  persons  have  been  so 
provided  and  much  other  good  work  done.  This 
charitable  match  is  held  under  the  auspices  of  an 
influential  committee,  of  which  the  Rev.  W.  J. 
Hocking  is  the  chairman.  Mr.  J.  Lees  and  Mr.  "Bob" 
Fairbank  were  the  founders,  and  these  gentlemen 
little  dreamed  what  their  first  effort  would  grow  to  ; 
it  is  a  big  thing  now.  At  Tufnell  Psrk  I  met  many 
friends  active  in  this  good  cause :  Mr.  W.  Harris 
was  one,  Mr.  S.  Spencer  was  another.  But  tliere  ! 
T  could  go  on  mentioning  good  men  ad  infinitum. 


The  "  Gresham  "  anglers,  whose  meetings  are  lield 
every  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.G.,  have  issued  their  programme 
for  January,  1903.  It  is  as  follows  : — Jan.  0,  Grapho- 
phone  entertainment  by  Mr.  Zerfass ;  Jan.  13. 
Supper;  Jan.  20,  Paper.  "  My  Early  Recollections," 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray ;  Jan.  27,  Annual  General  Meeting. 
Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred,  the  hon.  secretary,  will  be  glad  if 
those  desirous  of  being  present  at  the  supper  will 
kindly  notify  him.  I  have  promised  Mr.  Andrew 
Henry,  of  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  (who  will  be  in 
London  that  day),  that  he  shall  be  my  guest  at  the 
Gresham  on  Jan.  1 3. 


The  Last  Haddock. 

Written  by  a  townsman  of  Fraserburgh  in  tlie 
year  1999  on  seeing  the  last  haddock  ever  captured 
on  our  coasts.  It  is  exhibited  in  a  glas?  case  in  the 
museum.  The  liaddoek,  the  inscription  says,  was 
taken  in  a  trawl  net  in  1945,  and  none  has  ever 
since  been  seen,  the  trawl  having  exterminated  the 
once  most  prolific  fish  on  the  British  coasts. 

Pregnant  with  the  thoughts  of  times  gone  by, 
I  use  my  sense,  my  mind,  and  eye, 
Thus  before  me  I  see — ah  !  sad  memento  ! — 
A  fish  once  of  our  coasts  frequento, 
Haddock,  fau'  fame,  savomy  dish, 
Yellowed  by  smoke  and  clean,  no  other  fish 
Was  e'er  so  dainty. 

In  teeming  myriads  you  roamed  along  the  banks. 
Food  for  the  millions.    Hardy  fishers,  thanks. 
But  now,  alas !  you're  gone — 

Greed  of  man,  machine  infernal,  hearts  of  stone  ■ 
Have  done  it. 

Such  days  are  past  and  man  now  recognises 

That  science  sometimes  ill  advises. 

Two  decades  ago  the  murderous  trawl 

Has  made  its  last  exterminating  haul, 

Bat,  like  the  bison  of  the  plains. 

The  haddock,  now  defunct,  and  still  remains 

Our  loss,  though  once  the  greedy  trawlers'  gains. 

— Oban. 

[In  1999  style.]         (Of  the  City  of  Fraserburgh).— 

Fish  Trades  Gazette. 


Mr.  P.  M.  Walbran,  fishing  on  the  Eden  below 
Appleby,  on  Dec.  26  caught  thirty  grayling  weighing 
lejlb.,  and  on  another  day  17|lb.,  making  a  total  of 
341b.  in  two  outings.  Considering  that  the  water 
and  weather  were  against  the  angler,  he  is  to  be 
complimented  upon  his  success. 


The  January  Scribner's  is  a  mine  of  literary 
treasure.  I  can  quote  here  but  one  par  from  a 
capital  article  on  cookery  at  home  and  abroad  :  — 
"French,  German,  Italian,  or  Spanish  cookery 
gives  one  a  perfectly  acciu'ate  idea  of  the  habitual 
demands  of  the  French,  German,  Italian,  or  Spanish 
palate,  of  the  status  of  French,  German,  Italian,  or 
Spanish  taste  in  the  matter  of  eating.  But  English 
cookery  gives  no  idea  at  all  of  the  status  of  English 
taste.  Here  is  the  great  difference  !  If  John  Bull 
only  ate  his  food  as  it  comes  from  his  kitchen,  he 
might  well  lay  claim  to  a  simple,  'natural'  taste; 
but  Ije  does  not.  And  the  truth  is  that,  so  far  from 
hia  taste  being  simple,  it  is  extremely  sophistic  ated  ; 
his  palate  is  the  most  dulled,  jaded,  and  depraved 
by  hard  usage  in  all  Europe." 


Probably  there  is  no  better  known  hostelry 
along  the  Lea  banks  than  the  famous  old  "Fish 
and  Eels";  and,  probably,  never  was  the  establish- 
ment under  better  management  than  it  is  at 
present,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  J.  B.  C'addell.  The 
house  has  recently  been  rebuilt,  and  if  its  outward 
appearance  is  smart,  the  inside  is  everything  that 
an  angler  could  desire.  Clean  and  cosy  rooms, 
refreshments  in  plenty  and  of  the  first  quality,  with 
moderate  charges,  and  with  fish  of  all  kinds  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  door. 


There  is  some  excellent  descriptive  writing  in 
"Hauling  Lobster  Creels,"  an  article  in  the  January 
Gentleman's  Magazine.  Here  is  a  specimen : — 
"Two  lines  were  baited  with  pieces  of  herring,  and 
we  waited  for  the  conger,  which  most  usually 
wriggles  out  from  its  lair  in  the  crannies  to  feed 
by  the  light  of  the  moon.  Far  overhead  the  pines 
sighed  mournfully,  and  the  weird  whistle  of  curlew 
and  splash  of  a  tiny  streamlet  reached  us  as  falling 
from  a  height.  Somewhere  beyond  the  rock  wall 
the  ground  swell  pulsed  into  the  caverns  with  a 
hollow  boom,  and  the  hoarse  cough  of  divers  broke 
through  it ;  but  all  this  only  served  to  emphasise 
the  silence  of  the  deep  black  rift.  It  was  therefore 
a  relief  to  feel  a  tug  at  the  line,  and  raising  it  with 
my  right  hand  I  struck  it  smartly  with  the  left  to 
drive  the  hook  home  in  case  a  wandering  cod  had 
chanced  that  way,  for  an  eel  of  any  kind  swallows 
the  hook,  and  probably  a  foot  of  line  in  addition, 
and  needs  no  striking.  Then  the  wet  hemp  ran 
through  my  stiffened  fingers,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  take  a  turn  about  a  thole-pin,  round  which  it 
surged  rasping  until  J amie,  who  was  staring  down 
into  the  black  water,  cried:  'Stop  him  hard,  o.- 
we'll  lose  the  good  line  when  he  backs  into  his 
hiding  hole  and  jams  himself  with  his  tail.  Cod  ? 
No  ;  it's  a  conger,  an'  no  a  small  one  at  that.'  " 


A  Sea  Song. 

A  STONY  shore  where  green  waves  curl  and  break 
In  opalescent  stars  of  foam,  and  shake 
The  golden  silence  with  their  siren  song 
Of  strange  sea-voices,  calling  all  day  long, 
Seeming  to  say  "Oh  !  mortal,  come  and  sleep  ! 
The  world  is  full  of  tears,  its  ways  are  steep. 
Come  down  before  the  future  saddens  thee. 
And  sleep  among  the  rainbows  in  the  sea  !  " 
There  in  the  shadow  of  the  cliff  I  lay 
In  the  soft  stillness  of  an  autumn  day. 
Listened  and  dreamed  until  the  little  cares 
That  steal  upon  the  spirit  unawares  .  .  . 
And  all  the  tangled  mysteries  of  fate, 
Man's  love  and  laughter,  tears  and  hopes,  and 
hate. 

Were  h  ilf  forgotten.    In  those  perfect  hours 
Th3  bright  sea  tossed  me  blue  and  silver  flowers 
To  play  with  ;  and  a  lark  with  sudden  flight 
Flew  sunward,  singing  loud  for  my  delight. 
And  I  became  a  princess,  even  I, 
Under  my  turquoise  coloured  tent,  the  sky, 
My  heart  a-thrill  with  wonder  and  wild  glee, 
And  for  my  lord  and  lover,  the  great  sea. 

Lady  Alfred  Douglas. 


Mr.  J.  Habrop,  a  member  of  the  Ashton-under- 
Lyne  Waltonians,  fishing  on  Dec.  21,  1902,  at  Lane- 
ham  (in  what  is  known  as  the  "Willow  Garth"), 
captured  a  roach  weighing  over  21b.  The  bait  was 
dew-worm,  and  the  tackle  5  x  drawn  gut.  For  this 
water  it  is  a  very  fine  fish,  and  a  London  taxider- 
mist is  making  it  "  beautiful  for  ever." 


The  Royal  Aquarium  will  close  its  doors  on  Satur- 
day week  (Jan.  10).  On  Tuesday  the  Bull  Dog  Club 
will  hold  its  last  show  there,  and  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  the  Cat  Club  will  also  hold  its  annual  show. 
On  Saturday  (Jan.  10)  there  will  be  a  farewell 
concert,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  entertainments. 


A  certain  proportion  of  gun-cotton  is  annually 
expended  by  each  ship  in  the  Navy  for  the  double 
purpose  of  testing  the  supply  and  of  accustoming 
the  men  to  the  handling  of  such  dangerous  explosives 
in  the  same  manner  as  would  be  required  in  war 
time.  On  these  occasions  a  spot  where  fish  are 
likely  to  be  found  is  generally  chosen.  The  fish, 
stunned  by  the  shock,  rise  to  the  surface,  and  are 
speedily  caught  in  landing  nets  from  the  boat. 
Many,  however,  recovering  before  the  men  have 
time  to  reach  them,  escape,  and  so  it  is  usually  only 
the  bigger  fish  that  fall  victims  to  the  net. 


The  most  remarkable  meal  ever  eaten  was  that 
set  before  a  party  of  six  antiquarians  by  a  man 
called  Goebeli  It  was  held  in  Brussels  in  1871.  It 
consisted  of  bread,  butter,  apples,  and  wine.  Each 
of  these  articles  was  centuries  old.  The  bread  was 
made  from  wheat  grown  before  the  children  of 


Israel  passed  through  the 'Red  Sea;  the  grain  was 
taken  from  a  chamber  in  one  of  the  Pyramids.  The 
apples  ripened  1800  years  before,  and  were  found 
in  a  jar  amid  the  ruins  of  Pompeii.  The  butter 
was  churned  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth  ;  it  was  taken 
from  a  stone  shelf  in  an  old  well  in  Scotland,  where 
it  had  lain  in  a  pot  under  the  icy  water.  The  wine 
was  old  when  Columbus  was  still  a  boy;  it  was 
recovered  from  a  vault  in  Corinth.  The  bread, 
fruit,  butter,  and  wine  were  as  good  as  if  a  few- 
months  old.  They  had  no  fish  at  this  banquet,  for 
good  antiquarians  are  mostly  good  anglers,  and 
like  to  catch  their  own  fish. 


In  an  entertaining  article  about  the  mal- a -prop isms 
of  preachers,  the  People's  Friend  tells  of  a  country 
parson  who,  having  to  preach  to  some  undergradu- 
ates, and  not  having  prepared  a  sermon,  selected 
haphazard  one  he  had  written  for  his  country 
congregation.  Reading  blindly  on,  he  suddenly 
astonished  his  hearers  by  saying  :  "  Those  of  you 
who  are  mothers,"  and  then  warned  by  the  general 
titter  that  he  had  said  something  unfortunate,  tried 
to  save  himself,  and  added,  "or  are  about  to  become 
so." 


Here  is  a  "  tip"  for  those  who  do  not  like  to  be 
overcharged  lay  cabmen.  Mr.  J.  M.  Levy,  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Daily  Telegraph,  used  to  check  the 
reporters'  expenses  with  an  Argus  eye.  "  How  is 
this,  Mr.  Blank  ?  "  he  sternly  asked  one  day.  "A 
cab  fare  from  Fleet-street  to  Westminster  is  but 
one  shilling;  you  have  charged  eighteenpence." 
"  Well,  you  see,  sir,  I  was  in  a  hurry,  so  I  asked  the 
man  to  drive  fast,  and  if  I  hadn't  given  him  the 
extra  sixpence  he  would  have  sworn  at  me."  "  Tut. 
tut!"  said  Mr.  L.,  "you  should  have  given  the 
shilling  and  sworn  at  him. ' ' 


All  hail !  to  thee  glad  New  Year, 
Be  your  prospects  bright  and  gay ; 
Good-bye  to  the  Old,  we  the  New  beholJ, 
With  a  hip,  hip,  hurrah  ! 

Let  all  that  is  wrong  be  dead. 

Let  all  that  is  right  be  born, 

The  darkened  night  has  passed  from  sight. 

All  hail  !  to  the  glorious  morn. 

Clasp  hands,  my  dear  old  friends. 
Old  chums  and  comrades  dear, 
A  glass  I  lift  to  Fortune's  gift — 
Good  health  !  good  luck  !  good  cheer  ! 

Mosnar  Drs. 


There  are  various  ways  of  preserving  fish,  as 
drying,  marinating,  smoking,  etc.  To  kipper 
salmon  choose  a  large  fish.  Say  for  one  of  201b. 
weight,  use  lilb.  of  salt,  lib.  of  raw  sugar,  and  2oz. 
of  saltpetre.  Mix  well  together.  Wash  the  fish 
first  in  salt  water,  split  it  up  the  back,  cut  off  the 
head,  and  take  the  backbone  out.  Rub  it  well  with 
the  mixture.  Lay  it  in  a  large  dish  with  the  inside 
uppermost.  Leave  it  in  the  pickle  twenty-four 
hours,  then  put  under  a  heavy  weight  or  pressure 
for  two  days — if  a  large  fish  three  days.  Take 
it  out  of  pickle  and  hang  it  in  the  sun  to  dry.  To 
cook  it  :  Cut  in  thin  slices,  put  it  into  buttered 
paper,  and  the  least  broil  will  be  sufficient.  With 
oil  :  f  Proceed  to  clean  as  before  mentioned,  cut  up 
into  nice  convenient  slices,  pack  into  jars,  and  fill  up 
with  fine  salad  oil,  then  tie  over  with  bladder 
airtight. 

***** 
This  method  is  expensive  in  England,  but  for  fish 
to  be  fried  afterwards  is  very  nice.  The  oil  can  be 
used  again  for  the  same  purpose.  The  new  tin 
boxes  for  all  kinds  of  hermetically-sealed  preserved 
foods  would  prove  a  great  convenience,  they 
occasion  no  trouble,  and  are  very  inexpensive. 
Fish  may  be  preserved  in  a  dry  state  and  perfectly 
fresh  by  "means  of  some  sugar  alone,  and  even  with  a 
very  small  quantity  of  it.  Fresh  fish  may  be  kept 
in  this  state  for  some  days,  and  be  as  good  when 
boiled  as  if  they  were  just  caught.  If  dried  and 
kept  from  mouldiness,  there  seems  no' limit  to  their 
preservation,  and  they  are  much  better  preserved 
this  way  than  when  salted.  The  sugar  imparts  no 
disagreeable  taste,  being  far  superior, in  quality  and 
flavour.  At  the  same  time  as  much  salt  as  is 
necessary  to  give  the  taste  may  also  be  added. 
Mere  soaking  and  washing  the  fish  previous  to 
cooking  is  all  that  is  required. 



"Thanks  !  Same  to  you,  and  many  of  them  !  " 
To  all  brother  anglers  (ditto  sister  anglers)  I 
heartily  tender  the  wish — A  happy  and  prosperous 
New  Year !  I  started  on  the  task  of  trying  to 
answer  all  the  kind  messages  sent  to  me,  but  found 
I  should  have  to  sit  up  all  night  to  finish  the 
pleasant  duty.  So,  as  I  wanted  to  indulge  in 
sleep— which,  as  Shakespeare  says,  "knits  up  the 
ravelled  sleave  of  care  "—I  decided  to  give  in  this 
column  the  general  blessmg  of  DbaoWET. 
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ppovineial  Angling  Ilotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Holiday  anglers  could  not  have  been  favoured 
with  better  conditions  as  regards  the  weather,  and 
the  waters  being  in  first-class  ply  they  took  every 
advantage  of  the  opportunity.  As  a  result,  many 
rods  were  out,  and  most  of  them  met  with  very 
gratifying  sport.  Roach  fishing  was  very  largely 
followed,  and  it  is  many  years  since  this  particular 
branch  of  angling  was  so  successfully  prosecuted  at 
Christmas,  the  only  drawback  being  the  high  winds, 
which  interfered  somewhat  with  those  at  work  with 
the  trolling  tackle.  As  regards  roach  fishing,  some 
particularly  good  bags  were  made  on  the  Bardney, 
Stixwold,  and  Kirkstead  lengths  of  the  Witham, 
and  many  lots  weighed  from  121b.  to  151b.  As  a 
rule,  too,  the  fish  have  generally  run  to  a  large  size, 
some  having  even  gone  vip  to  21b.  apiece.  The 
best  fish  were  killed  in  the  Kirkstead  district,  and 
the  tail  end  of  the  dew  worm  proved  the  most 
killing  bait.  Pike  fishing  is  proving  remunerative 
on  the  South  Forty-foot,  both  at  Swineshead  and 
Donington.  Those  who  were  out  during  the 
holidays  found  the  fish  exceedingly  active,  and  as 
many  as  five  brace  were  secured  by  individual  rods. 
A  brace  killed  in  the  Hubbert's  Bridge  district 
weighed  171b.,  the  heaviest  turning  the  scale  at 
10 Jib.  The  recent  flush  appears  to  have  done  good 
all  round.  Not  only  has  it  cleared  away  most  of 
the  flannel  weed  which  checked  the  operations  of 
pike  fishermen,  but  it  has  bestirred  the  fish  to 
greater  activity,  and,  providing  the  weather  con- 
tinues favourable,  anglers  should  have  a  good  spell 
of  sport  for  some  time  to  come. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  grand  catches  of  roach  have  been  made  in 
this  district  during  the  past  week  or  so,  but  mostly 
from  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull, 
maggots,  paste  and  worms  being  used  with  success, 
and  as  both  the  river  Hull,  the  Driffield  Canal,  and 
Market  Weighton  Canal  are  all  in  very  fair  order 
either  for  roach  or  pike  fishing,  should  the  weather 
continue  fine,  there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport 
for  the  coming  week.  Amongst  the  fish  shown  at 
the  various  club-houses  in  the  city,  Mr.  J.  Walmsley, 
of  the  Victoria  Club,  has  had  between  60  and  70 
roach,  some  of  which  reached  lib.  each ;  Mr.  J . 
Astrop  has  also  had  several  fish  over  lib.  each,  one 
of  which  turned  the  scale  at  lib.  4Joz. ;  Mr.  T. 
Bell  has  also  shown  one  of  l^lb ;  and  Mr.  C. 
Turner  one  of  lib.  SJoz.  The  Hearts  of  Oak 
Angling  Society,  of  Driffield,  wound  up  their  season 
on  Boxing  Day  with  a  match  on  the  Drain  at 
Barmston,  Mr.  R.  Rowley  taking  first  honours  with 
lib.  10|oz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

So  dull  are  things  in  general  as  regards  angling  in 
this  county,  and  the  early  time  of  posting  these 
notes,  that'little  news  of  interest  is  available.  The 
BoUin  after  repeated  floods  promises  to  be  in 
capital  order  for  week-end  if  no  further  fall  of  rain 
occurs.  The  usual  circular  convening  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association 
is  issued.  The  agenda  is  very  interesting,  and 
includes  reports,  balance  sheets,  elections,  and 
distribution  of  prizes.  Like  other  towns  they  are 
busy  with  social  events  and  in  trying  to  enliven  the 
present  dull  season.  In  the  holidays  there  was  a 
big  turn  out  of  rods  from  the  city  of  ships.  An 
interesting  report  of  the  trout  spawning  season 
on  the  Upper  Ribble  is  to  hand.  So  late  as 
last  Saturday  spawners  were  plentiful,  and 
prospects  for  next  season  are  good.  On  Mon- 
day next  Mr.  C.  H.  Robinson  will  deliver  his 
popular  lecture  on  "Fishing  in  the  Shetlands" 
to  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Levenshulme 
Angling  Society.  The  Jolly  Anglers,  Warrington, 
have  disposed  of  their  prizes  for  specimen  fish  for 
fairly  good  weights.  This  club  can  boast  of  over 
fifty  years  of  existence,  of  which  they  are  pardonably 
proud.  The  Working  Men's  Angling  Society  in  this 
town  can  now  boast  a  roll  call  of  188.  Their  annual 
report  is  very  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Ardwick  Angling  Society's  "  house-warming  " 
was  a  great  and  enjoyable  success.  They  purpose 
er«  the  present  season  for  coarse  fish  closes  to  have 
a  final  contest  in  some  local  water,  and  probably  to 
have  an  evening  of  an  educational  kind  in  the  shape 
of  a  lecture.  After  all  there  is  likely  to  be  a  fair 
number  of  rods  from  this  city  away  in  the  coming 
New  Year  holidays  in  search  of  sport,  but  the  total 
so  inclined  is  a  very  small  one.  In  the  early  days 
of  the  carains  year  several  important  meetings  are 
to  be  held  in  Manchester  bearing  on  the  future 


of  the  sport  locally.  There  is  already  a  stir  m 
anticipation  for  the  early  salmon  fishing.  A  few  of 
our  local  rods  always  try  for  Loch  Tay.  Local  waters 
have  yielded  some  nice  roach  during  the  holidays. 
Mr.  Guest  is  credited  with  an  exceptionally  good 
dish  of  roach  caught  on  Dec.  2(3. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Many  anglers  were  out  on  the  Trent  during  the 
Christmas  holidays,  and  on  some  of  the  reaches 
good  sport  was  enjoyed  amongst  pike.  Fish  were 
caught  at  Kelham,  RoUeston.  Staythorpe,  Hover- 
ingham,  Shelford,  and  Stoke  on  the  lower  lengths, 
and  at  Shardlow  and  Weston  on  the  upper.  None  of 
the  quarry,  however,  ran  large.  At  Stathern,  on  the 
Grantham  Canal,  Mr.  J.  Finder,  of  the  City  Seven 
Stars  Society,  ran  and  landed  a  brace  of  281b.,  and 
a  grand  fish  just  over  181b.  was  got  by  a  Long 
Eaton  sportsman  in  Trent  Lake,  which,  as  regards 
tenancy,  has  changed  hands.  Some  lots  of  roach 
have  been  shown  from  Clifton,  Wilford,  Barton, 
Attenborough,  and  Sawley,  where  on  Boxing  Day 
the  members  of  the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion engaged  in  a  monster  competition  for  no 
fewer  than  forty  prizes.  The  competitors  numbered 
117,  and  pegged-down  conditions  were  observed, 
the  period  of  fishing  being  restricted  to  two 
hours.  All  sorts  of  seasonable  baits  were  brought 
into  requisition,  but  the  finny  'uns  were  dead  off 
the  feed.  When  "time"  was  announced  it  wa-s 
found  that  only  two  fish  had  been  caught.  These 
fell  to  the  powers  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Tye  and  Mr.  J. 
Wilkins,  who  each  took  a  roach  of  lOioz.  and 
5oz.  respectively.  The  balance  of  prizes  will 
form  a  future  competition.  The  outing  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed,  the  guests  being  splendidly 
catered  for  by  Host  Davis  at  Trent  Lock.  On  the 
Shardlow  streams  on  Saturday  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis 
bagged  fourteen  big  chub  with  greaves,  and  he  was 
out  again  on  Wednesday,  on  which  day  the  river 
rose  several  inches.  The  weather  has  been  very 
unsettled  for  over  a  week,  and  on  Dec.  28  the 
"  sample  "  was  varied  by  repeated  showers  of  hail 
and  sleet. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Worcester  and  District  Angling  Associa- 
tion held  their  annual  meating  at  the  Plough  Inn, 
Worcester,  the  vice-president,  Mr.  A.  Glover,  taking 
the  chair  in  the  regretted  absence  of  the  president, 
Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  through  illness.  The  minutes 
having  been  read  and  accepted,  the  secretary,  Mr. 
R.  Wingfield,  gave  his  aimual  report,  and  in 
it  referred  to  the  sport  of  the  past  season. 
The  Corporation  of  Worcester  has  again  been  kind 
enough  to  renew  the  lease  of  their  water  at  Diglis 
to  the  association,  and  he  trusted  they  should  again 
have  the  services  of  Mr.  E.  Hill  as  hon.  water  baihfl, 
who  in  the  past  year  had  been  most  indefatigable 
in  attending  to  his  duties,  and  had  saved  the 
lives  of  thousands  of  breeding  fish.  The  inter- 
club  contest  had  been  a  success,  a  greater  number 
of  members  had  competed,  and  a  far  greater  number 
of  prizes  had  been  competed  for.  The  new  associa- 
tion rules  had  been  passed,  and  were  in  the  hands 
of  all  the  secretaries  of  affiliated  clubs.  In  sub- 
mitting the  balance  sheet  for  the  past  year,  the 
accoimts  had  been  audited,  and  there  was  a  small 
balance  to  the  good.  The  election  of  officers  for 
the  coming  season  was  then  proceeded  with. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fine  and  mild  weather  prevailed  for  some  time 
before  and  after  Christmas  day,  but  as  the  rivers 
were  more  or  less  in  flood  comparatively  few  anglers 
were  to  be  seen.  Boisterous  and  squally  weather 
has  prevailed  in  most  parts  since  the  end  of  last 
week,  but  the  sharper  air  occasionally  experienced 
was  beneficial  to  pike  and  grayling  fishers.  Under 
improving  conditions  pike  have  been  running  freely 
these  past  few  days,  especially  in  the  Lower  Rye 
and  Derwent.  On  Bank  Holiday  IVIr.  Alfred 
Walker,  of  Norton,  with  his  son  and  Mr  Perrin  of 
the  same  place,  had  a  good  time  among  the  pike, 
landing  six  fish  weighing  35  Jib.,  one  of  which  drew  the 
scale  at  19  Jib.,  and  the  smallest  pike  was  one  of  2lb. 
Rivers  have  undergone  another  scour  out,  and  roach 
and  other  fishing  prospects  are  at  the  time  of 
writing  much  brighter.  Roach  fishing  in  the  Ouse 
near  York  has  been  most  successful  with  the  worm, 
whilst  in  the  Foss  the  same  kind  of  fish  preferred 
paste.  As  many  as  fifty  in  one  afternoon  have 
fallen  to  Mr.  Matson  in  the  latter  river. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  wild,  with  alternating 
snow,  rain,  and  hail.  Spawning  is  nearly  over,  and 
reports  from  the  spawning  rivers  are  generally 
satisfactory,  especially  as  regards  the  numbers  of 
fish.  Poaching,  however,  appears  to  have  been 
carried  on  in  many  places,  notably  in  Cork  and 
Kerry.     One  night  recently  Mr.    Hensey,  local 


inspector  of  fisheries,  Killorglon,  accompanied  by 
two  constables,  proceeded  to  a  place  called  TuUig. 
on  the  river  Gaddock,  and  ambushed.  They  saw 
two  men  walking  towards  them  through  the  river 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  One  of  them 
carried  a  lighted  torch  and  the  other  a  spear. 
When  they  came  opposite  where  Mr.  Honsey  and 
the  constables  were,  Mr.  Hensey  and  the  constables 
made  a  dash  for  them,  and  secured  one  after  a 
struggle  ;  the  other  escaped.  The  trial  of  the  cap- 
tured poacher  will  take  place  at  the  next  Petty 
Sessions  at  Coolmagort.  At  the  last  Macroon  Petty 
Sessions  four  men  were  fined  £4  each  for  poaching 
on  the  river  Laney,  a  tributary  of  the  Leo,  on  Nov. 
28.  Other  poaching  cases  have  boen  reported  from 
other  parts.  Sea  angling  continues  suspended  every- 
where owing  to  the  state  of  the  weatlier,  and  it  is 
not  likely  to  be  resumed  anywhsre  for  some  time. 
The  places  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  where  it  usually 
opens  first,  are  Ballycotton,  Ballinskelligs,  Darry- 
nane,  and  Valencia. 


A  HOOK  AND  LINE  LS  GOOD  ENOUGH. 

A  TALE  OF  THE  WILD  WEST. 


I  HAD  read  "The  Octopus,"  by  that  picturesque, 
quaint,  and  altogether  delightful  writer,  Frank 
Norris,  so  when  I  picked  up  a  back  number  of 
The  Century  and  found  it  contained  a  story  by  that 
author,  I  planked  down  my  one  and  fourpenca  with 
the  full  expectation  of  sixteen  pennyworth  of  good 
fun — to  say  nothing  of  the  wit  and  wisdom  to  be 
found  in  other  articles.  I  was  not  disappointed. 
"  The  Passing  of  Cook-eye  Blacklock  "  is  on?  of  the 
smartest  things  Frank  Norris  has  penned,  and  I 
"convey  "  the  denouement  of  the  story  for  the  special 
benefit  of  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  who  will  be 
sure  to  want  to  read  the  whole  tale,  which  may  be 
found  in  The  Century  for  July  1902.  Bunt,  an  old 
Texan,  tells  the  story  of  "  Cock-eye  Blacklock,"  a 
thorough  "wrong  'un."  as  "mud-eating,  horse 
thieving  snake  of  a  Greaser"  as  ever  robbed  a 
tenderfoot.  Everybody  agreed  that  "  Cock-eye 
Blacklock  "  ought  to  have  been  hanged  or  shot  long 
ago,  but  the  rascal  had  the  luck  of  Old  Harry 
himself,  and  he  contrived  over  and  over  again  to 
escape  his  just  doom. 

"If  anybody  took  a  notion  to  shoot  him,"  said 
Bunt,  "why  his  luck  saw  him  through,  and  the  other 
man's  shooting-iron  missed  fire,  or  exploded,  or 
threw  wild.-OF  SUch  like,-4ill  it  seemed-as-if  he  sure 
did  bear  a  charmed  life  ;  and  so  he  did  till  a  pore 
yeller  fool  dog  did  for  him  what  the  law  of  the  land 
couldn't  do.  Yes,  sir,  a  fool  dog,  a  pup,  a  blame 
yeller  pup  named  Sloppy  Weather  did  for  Cock-eye 
Blacklock,  sporting  character,  three-card  monte 
man,  sure-thing  sharp,  killer,  and  general  bedeviler. 

"  You  see,  it  was  this  way.  Over  in  American 
Canon,  some  five  miles  maybe  back  of  the  mine, 
they  was  a  creek  called  the  American  River,  and  it 
was  sure  chock-a-block  full  of  trouts.  The  boss 
used  for  to  go  over  there  with  a  dinky  fish-pole 
like  a  buggy-whip  about  once  a  week,  and  scout 
that  stream  for  fish  and  bring  back  a  basketful. 
He  was  sm'e  keen  on  it,  and  had  bought  some  kind 
of  privilege  or  other  so  as  he  could  keep  other  people 
off. 

"  Well,  I  used  to  go  along  with  him  to  pack  the 
truck,  and  one  Saturday,  about  a  month  after  Cock- 
eye had  been  run  outen  camp,  we  hiked  up  over  the 
divide  and  went  for  to  round  up  a  bunch  o'  trouts. 
When  we  got  to  the  river  there  was  a  mess  for  your 
life.  Say,  that  river  was  fuU  of  dead  trouts  floating 
atop  the  water,  and  they  was  some  even  on  the 
bank.  Not  a  scratch  on  'em  ;  just  dead.  The  boss 
had  the  papsy-lals.  I  never  did  see  a  man  so  rip- 
r'aring,  snorting  mad.  I  hadn't  a  guess  about  what 
we  were  up  against,  but  he  knew  and  he  showed 
down.  He  said  somebody  had  been  shooting  the 
river  for  fish  to  sell  down  Sacramento  way  to  the 
market.  A  mean  trick  ;  kill  more  fish  in  one  slioot 
than  you  can  possibly  pack. 

"Well,  we  didn't  do  much  fishing  that  day — 
couldn't  get  a  bite  for  that  matter — and  took  off 
home  about  noon  to  talk  it  over.  You  see,  the  boss 
in  buying  the  privileges  or  such  for  that  creek  had 
made  himself  responsible  to  the  Fish  Commissioners 
of  the  State,  and 't  wasn't  a  week  before  they  were 
after  him,  camping  on  his  trail  incessant,  and  wanting 
to  know  how  about  it.  The  boss  was  some  worried 
because  the  fish  were  being  killed  right  along,  and 
the  commission  was  making  him  weary  of  living. 
Twice  afterward  we  prospected  along  that  river, 
and  found  the  same  lot  of  dead  fish.  We  even  put 
a  guard  there,  but  it  didn't  do  no  manner  of  good. 

"It's  the  boss  who  first  suspicions  Cock-eye. 
But  it  don't  take  no  seventh  daughter  of  no  seventh 
daughter  to  trace  trouble  where  Blacklock's  about. 
He  sudden  shows  up  in  town  buying  baoon  and  tin 
cows  *  and  such  provender,  and  generally  giving  it 

*  Condensed  milk. 
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away  that  he's  come  into  money.  The  boss,  who's 
watching  his  movements  sharp,  says  to  me  one  day  : 

"  '  Bunt,  the  storm-centre  of  this  here  low  area  is 
a  man  with  a  cock-eye,  an'  I'll  back  that  play  with 
a  paint  horse  against  a  paper  dime.' 

"'No  takers,'  says  I.  'Dirty  work  and  a  cock- 
eyed man  are  two  heels  of  the  same  mule. ' 

"'Which  it's  a-kicking  of  me  in  the  stummick 
frequent  and  painful,'  he  remarks,  plenty  wrathful. 

"  '  On  general  principles,'  I  said,  'it's  a  royal  flush 
to  a  pair  of  deuces  as  how  this  Blacklock  bird  ought 
to  stop  a  heap  of  lead,  and  I  know  the  man  to  throw 
it.  He's  the  only  brother  of  my  sister,  and  tends 
chuck  in  a  placer  mine.  How  about  if  I  take  a  day 
off  and  drop  round  to  his  cabin  and  interview  him 
on  the  fleetin'  and  unstable  nature  of  human  life  ?  " 

"But  the  boss  wouldn't  hear  of  that. 

"  '  No,'  says  he  ;  '  that's  not  the  bluff  to  back  in 
this  game.  You  an'  me  an'  Mary-go-round  ' — that 
was  what  we  called  the  marshal,  him  being  so  much 
all  over  the  country — '  you  an'  me  an'  Mary-go- 
round  will  have  to  stock  a  sure-thing  deck  against 
that  maverick.' 

"  So  the  three  of  us  gets  together  an'  has  a  talky- 
talk,  an'  we  lays  it  out  as  how  Cock-eye  must  be 
watched  and  caught  red-handed. 

"Well,  let  me  tell  you,  keeping  case  on  that 
Greaser  sure  did  lack  a  certain  indefinable  charm. 
We  tried  him  at  sun-up,  an'  again  at  sundown,  an' 
nights  too,  laying  in  the  chaparral  an'  tarweed,  an' 
scouting  up  an'  down  that  blame  river  till  we  were 
sore.  We  built  surreptitious  a  lot  of  shooting-boxes 
up  in  trees  on  the  far  side  of  the  canon,  overlooking 
certain  an'  sundry  pools  in  the  river  where  Cock-eye 
would  be  likely  to  pursue  operations,  an'  we  took 
turns  watching.  I'll  be  a  Chink  if  that  bad  egg 
didn't  put  it  on  us  same  as  previous,  an'  we'd  find 
new-killed  fish  all  the  time.  I  tell  you  we  were 
fitchered  ;  and  it  got  on  the  boss's  nerves.  The  com- 
mission began  to  talk  of  withdrawing  the  privilege, 
an'  it  was  up  to  him  to  make  good  or  pass  the  deal. 
We  knew  Blacklock  was  shooting  the  river,  y'  see, 
but  we  didn't  have  no  evidence.  Y'  see,  being  shut 
off  from  card-sharping,  he  was  up  against  it,  and  so 
took  to  pot-hunting  to  get  along.  It  was  as  plain 
as  red  paint. 

''  Well,  things  went  along  sort  of  catch-as-catch- 
can  like  this  for  maybe  three  weeks,  the  Greaser 
s-hooting  fish  regular,  an'  the  boss  b'iling  with  rage, 
and  laying  plans  to  call  his  hand,  and  getting  bluffed 
out  every  deal. 

"  And  right  here  I  got  to  interrupt,  to  talk  some 
about  the  pup  dog  Sloppy  Weather.  If  he  hadn't 
got  caught  up  into  this  Blacklock  game,  no  one 'd 
ever  thought  enough  about  him  to  so  much  as  kick 
him.  But  after  it  was  all  over,  we  began  to  remember 
this  same  Sloppy  an'  to  recall  what  he  was  ;  no  big 
job.  He  was  just  a  worthless  fool  pup,  yeller  at 
•that,  everybody's  dog,  that  just  living  round  camp, 
grinning  and  giggling  and  playing  the  goat,  as  half- 
grown  dogs  will.  He  used  to  go  along  with  the  car- 
boys when  they  went  swimmin'  in  the  resevoy,  an' 
dash  along  in  an'  yell  an'  splash  round  just  to  show 
off.  He  thought  it  was  a  keen  stunt  to  get  some 
gesabe  to  throw  a  stick  in  the  resevoy  so 's  he  could 
•paddle  out  after  it.  They'd  trained  him  always  to 
bring  it  back  an'  fetch  it  to  whichever  party  throwed 
it.  He'd  give  it  up  when  he'd  retrieved  it,  an'  yell 
to  have  it  throwed  again.  That  was  his  idea  of  fun 
— just  like  a  fool  pup. 

"  Well,  one  day  this  Sloppy  Weather  is  off  chasing 
jack-rabbits,  an'  don't  come  home.  Nobody  thinks 
anything  about  that,  nor  even  notices  it.  But  we 
afterward  finds  out  that  he'd  met  up  with  Blacklock 
that  day,  an'  stopped  to  visit  with  him — sorry  day 
for  Cock-eye.  Now  it  was  the  very  next  day  after 
this  that  Mary  go-round  an'  the  boss  plans  another 
scout.  I'm  to  go  too.  It  was  a  Wednesday,  an'  we 
lay  it  out  that  the  Cock-eye  would  prob'ly  shoot 
that  day,  so's  to  get  his  fish  down  to  the  railroad 
Thursday,  so  they'd  reach  Sacramento  Friday — fish 
day,  see.  It  wasn't  much  to  go  by,  but  it  was  the 
high  card  in  our  hand,  an'  we  allowed  to  draw  to  it. 

"  We  left  Why-not  afore  daybreak,  an'  worked 
over  into  the  cauon  about  sun  up.  They  was  one 
big  pool  we  hadn't  covered  for  some  time,  an'  we 
made  out  we'd  watch  that.  So  we  worked  down  to 
it,  an'  dumb  up  into  our  trees,  an'  set  out  to  keep 
guard. 

"  In  about  an  hour  we  heard  a  shoot  some  mile  or 
so  up  creek.  They's  no  mistaking  dynamite,  least- 
ways not  to  miners,  an'  we  knew  that  shoot  was 
dynamite  an'  nothing  else.  The  Cock-eye  was  at 
work,  an'  we  shook  hands  all  round.  Then  pretty 
soon  a  fish  or  so  began  to  go  by — big  fellows,  some 
of  'em,  dead  an'  floatin',  with  their  eyes  popped 
'way  out  same  as  knobs — sure  sign  they'd  been  shot. 

"The  boss  took  and  grit  his  teeth  when  he  see  a 
three  pounder  go  by,  an'  made  remarks  about 
Blacklock. 

"  '  'Sh  ! '  says  Mary  -  go  -  round,  sudden  -  like. 
'  Listen ! ' 

"We  turned  ear  down  the  wind,  an'  sure  there 


was  the  sound  of  some  one  scrabbling  along  the 
boulders  by  the  riverside.  Then  we  heard  a  pup 
yap. 

"  'That's  our  man,'  whispers  the  boss. 

"  For  a  long  time  we  thought  Cock-eye  had  quit 
for  the  day  an'  had  coppered  us  again,  but  byne-by 
we^ heard  the  manzanita  crack  on  the  far  side  the 
canon,  an'  there  at  last  we  see  Blacklock  working 
down  towards  the  pool.  Sloppy  Weather  following 
an'  yapping  and  cayoodling  just  as  a  fool  dog  will, 
f'  "Blacklock  comes  down  to  the  edge  of  the  water 
quiet-like.  He  lays  his  big  scoop-net  an'  his  sack — 
we  can  see  it  half-full  already— down  behind  a 
boulder,  and  takes  a  good  squinting  look  all  round, 
and  listens  maybe  twenty  minutes,  he's  that  cute, 
same's  a  coyote  stealing  sheep.  We  lies  low  an' 
says  nothing,  fear  he  might  see  the  leaves  move. 

"Then  byne-by  ho  takes  his  stick  of  dynamite 
out  his  hip  pocket— he  was  just  that  reckless  kind 
to  carry  it  that  way — an'  ties  it  careful  to  a  couple 
of  stones  he  finds  handy.  Then  he  lights  the  fuse 
an'  heaves  her  into  the  drink,  an'  just  there's  where 
Cock-eye  makes  the  mistake  of  his  life.  He  ain't 
tied  the  rocks  tight  enough,  an'  the  loop  slips  off 
just  as  he  swings  back  his  arm,  the  stones  drop 
straight  down  by  his  feet,  an'  the  stick  of  dynamite 
whirls  out  right  enough  into  the  pool. 

"Then  the  funny  business  begins. 

"Blacklock  ain't  made  no  note  of  Sloppy  Weather, 
who's  been  sizing  up  the  whole  game  an'  watchin' 
for  the  stick.  'Soon  as  Cock-eye  heaves  the  dyna- 
mite into  the  water  off  goes  the  pup  after  it,  just  as 
he'd  been  taught  to  do  by  the  car-boys. 

"  '  Hey,  you  fool  dog  ! '  yells  Blacklock. 

"  A  lot  that  pup  cares.  He  heads  out  for  that 
stick  of  dynamite  same  as  if  for  a  veal  cutlet,  reaches 
It,  grabs  hold  of  it,  an'  starts  back  for  shore  with 
the  fuse  spluttering  like  hot  grease.  Blacklock 
heaves  rocks  at  him  like  one  possessed,  capering  an' 
dancing,  but  the  pup  comes  right  on.  The  Cock-eye 
can't  stand  it  no  longer,  but  lines  out.  But  the 
pup's  got  to  shore  an'  takes  after  him.  Sure,  why 
not  ?  He  thinks  it's  all  part  of  the  game.  Takes 
after  Cock-eye,  running  to  beat  a'  express,  while  we 
all  whoops  and  yells  an'  nearly  falls  out  the  trees 
for  laffing.  ^  Hi  !  Cook-eye  did  scratch  gravel  for 
sure.  But 't  tain't  no  manner  of  use.  He  can't  run 
through  that  rough  ground  like  Sloppy  Weather, 
an'  that  fool  pup  comes  a-cavortin'  along,  jumpin' 
up  against  him,  an'  him  a-kickin'  him  away,  an' 
r'aring',  an'  dancin',  an'  shakin'  his  fists,  an'  the 
more  he  r'ars  the  more  fun  the  pup  thinks  it  is. 
But  all  at  once  something  big  happens,  an'  the 
whole  bank  of  the  caiion  opens  out  like  a  big  wave, 
and  slops  over  into  the  pool,  and  the  air  is  full  of 
trees  an'  rocks  and  cartloads  of  dirt  an'  dogs  and 
Blacklocks  and  rivers  an'  smoke  an'  fii-e  generally. 
The  boss  got  a  clod  o'  river-mud  spang  in  the  eye, 
an'  went  off  his  limb  like 's  he  was  trying  to  bust  a 
bucking  bronc'  and  couldn't ;  andol'  Mary-go-round 
was  shooting  off  his  gun  on  general  principles, 
glarin'  round  wild-eyed  an'  like  as  if  he  saw  a' 
Injun  devil. 

"  When  the  smoke  had  cleared  away  an'  the  trees 
and  rocks  quit  falling,  we  dumb  down  from  our 
places  an'  started  in  to  look  for  Blacklock.  We 
found  a  good  deal  of  him,  but  thev  wasn't  hide  nor 
hair  left  of  Sloppy  Weather.  We  didn't  have  to 
dig  no  grave  either.  They  was  a  big  enough  hole 
in  the  ground  to  bury  a  horse  an'  waggon,  let  alone 
Cock-eye.  So  we  planted  him  there,  an'  put  up  a 
board,  and  wrote  on  it :  — 

Here  lies  most 
of 

C.  Blacklock, 
who  died  of  a' 
entangling  alliance  with 
a 

stick  of  dynamite. 

Moral :  A  hook  and  line  is  good  enough 
fish-tackle  for  any  honest  man. 
"  That  there  board  lasted  for  two  years,  till  the 
freshet  of  '82,  when  the  American  River  rose  and  it 
was  washed  away." 

Not  a  bad  story,  is  it  ?  I  hope  Frank  Norris 
will  give  us  some  more  like  it,  especially  now  that 
"  Buffalo  Bill  "  has  come  amongst  us  again,  and  we 
shall  all  be  "  Wild  West  '  mad  for  a  time. 

Dragnet. 


Lyka  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswolb  Isys,  II.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  FieU  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume."  I'he  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  tlie  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  •  the 
genial  humoui-,  for  e.xample,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King-street,  Coveiit-garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Why  should  our  English  rod  makers 
be  spurred  up  to  give  us  extremely  light  rods  ?  " 
asks  Mr.  W.  Baden  Powell,  K.C..  in  his  letter  in 
your  issue  of  Dec.  20,  1902.  That  is  not,  and  never 
has  been,  the  question  at  issue.  The  question  is. 
Why  should  our  English  rod  makers  insist  on  giving 
us  extremely  heavy  and  clumsy  weapons  ?  Mr. 
Baden  Powell  says  because  it  is  necessary  in  the 
case  of  dry-fly  rods  that  they  should  be  able  to  cast 
and  recover  heavy  lines.  He  assumes  that  this 
could  not  be  done  with  lighter  rods.  I  say  that 
assumption  is  not  justified,  and  that  the  best 
American  work  will  prove  it.  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that,  say,  Messrs.  Mills  &  Son,  of  New 
York,  the  makers  of  the  Leonard  rod,  or  Mr.  Payne, 
of  Boston,  the  maker  of  the  Kesmic  rod,  will  be 
quite  prepared  to  turn  out  lift,  rods  weighing  from 
6oz.  to  8oz.  which  will  do  all  that  Mr.  Baden 
Powell's  lljoz.  Hardy  will  do  with  heavy  lines  and 
wild  fish  in  wide  and  weedy  streams. 

Equipoise  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  argument. 
There  is  no  reason  on  earth  why  a  light  rod  should 
not  be  just  as  well  balanced  as  a  heavy  one,  and  big 
reels  to  carry  heavy  taper  lines  can  be  made  light 
to  match. 

The  cane  is  the  thing,  and  when  our  makers  can 
get  as  good  cane  as  that  used  on  the  best  American 
work  they  will  turn  out  much  lighter  rods,  equal  to 
all  the  work  that  their  heavy  rods  of  to-day  are 
made  to  bear,  and  of  as  good  workmanship  as  the 
best  American. 

I  welcome  the  spirit  displayed  in  Messrs.  Warner's 
letter  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  27,  1902,  and  trust  that 
their  enterprise  will  meet  with  its  reward. — Yours 
truly,  Val  Conson. 

["  Val  Conson "  is  hardly  correct  in  saying  that 
our  rod  makers  have  insisted  on  giving  us  extremely 
heavy  and  clumsy  weapons ;  they  have  done  their 
best  to  give  what  angling  authorities  like 
"Ephemera,"  Francis  Francis,  Stewart,  Marryat, 
Halford,  and  others  have  demanded.  It  has  also 
got  to  be  proved  whether  an  American  6oz.  to  8oz. 
rod  will  do  all  that  a  Hardy  or  other  British 
ll|oz.  rod  will  do.  I  cannot  follow  "Val  Conson  " 
in  his  argument  that  "Equipoise  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  argument."  It  has  everything  to 
do  with  it  if,  as  I  contend,  much  more  force  is 
required  with  a  light  American  rod  to  get  the 
same  results  as  with  a  heavier  English  rod.  Of 
course,  if  American  rod  makers  can  make  a  rod 
identical  in  length  and  balance,  or  equipoise,  and 
a  quarter  of  a  povind  less  in  weight  than  an  English 
rod,  and  to  give  the  same  results — that  is,  do  the 
same  work  in  casting  a  line  and  plaj'ing  fish — then, 
manifestly,  we  shall  all  want  the  American  rod.  I 
have  seen  6oz.  American  rods  which  were  far 
heavier  to  fish  with  than  a  lOoz.  English  rod  of  the 
same  length,  but  the  American  rod  would  get  out 
yards  more  hne,  and  was  made  for  casting,  not 
fishing.  What  I  should  much  like  to  see  would  be 
the  best  American  rod  used  by  an  expert  American 
angler,  and  I  would  willingly  subscribe  to  a  fund  to 
get  a  really  representative  American  to  come  over. 
This  would  do  more  towards  settling  the  compara- 
tive merits  of  English  and  American  rods  than  any 
amount  of  theorising  on  paper. — Ed.] 


BLIND  HOOKS,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir, — ^I  entirely  agree  with  "  Val  Conson's  " 
reference  to  fairness  and  good  feeling  in  controversy, 
hence  I  claim  not  to  be  self -convicted  as  to  careless 
reading  of  his  interesting  letters.  In  the  one  pub- 
lished in  the  Fishing  Oazette  of  Nov.  8,  1 902,  there 
are  sixteen  distinct  points  made  (apart  from  criticism 
of  the  Modele  Parfait  hooks)  favouring  the  bUnd  hook 
as  against  ithe  eyed  one,  without  any  modification 
of  adverse  judgments  regarding  the  last-named,  and 
the  remark  occurs  that  the  facts  appear  to  him  "  to 
point  to  the  superiority  of  the  blind  hook,"  for 
which  he  has  "no  hesitation  in  expressing  his 
preference." 

In  his  letter  of  Nov.  22,  1902,  objections  to  eyed 
flies  recur,  though  he  says  he  habitually  uses  them 
as  floaters  ;  but  in  a  previous  letter,  Oct.  11,  1902. 
not  referred  to  in  mine  of  Dec.  6,  1902,  he  said 
eyed  flies  were  far  preferable  for  dry-fly  fishing, 
though  for  wet-fl}'  angling  blind  hooks  "hang  better, 
swim  better,  and  look  better."  Here  something  is 
said  for  both. 

On  the  evidence  of  these  letters  I  submit  that 
others  would  take  my  view  as  to  "  Ya.\  Conson's  " 
preference  for  blind  hooks,  particularly  for  wet-fly 
fishing,  and  the  charge  of  careless  reading  is  not 
proven.  His  last  letter,  Dec.  20,  1902,  seems  to 
have  a  misprint  of  "eyes"  for  flies  to  gut — end  of 
second  paragraph. 
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Regarding  the  "  wake  "  trouble — when  artificial 
flies  drift  as  natural  ones  do,  there  is  no  wake. 

Lastly,  a  spring-eyed  fly  need  not  be  attached 
loosely  to  gut ;  it  could  be  fixed  or  knotted.  Why 
not  ?  Compare  footnotes  in  issue  of  Dec.  6..  1902, 
to  letters  from  Messrs.  Warner  and  Sons  and  from 
yoius  truly,  Benwyan. 

ACCLIMATISATION  OF  TROUT  IN  THE 
TRANSVAAL. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Dec.  20  a  paragraph  appears 
with  reference  to  the  acclimatisation  of  trout  in  the 
Transvaal  to  which  you  make  the  following  note  : — 
"I  hope  the  Transvaal  Trout  Fishing  Society  will 
stick  to  the  English  brown  trout  (Salmo  fario)  which 
has  done  so  splendidly  in  New  Zealand." 

It  would  be  very  interesting  to  those  engaged  in 
the  acclimatisation  of  trout  in  Queensland  (where 
the  latitude  is  almost  identical  with  that  of  the 
Transvaal)  to  know  your  reason  for  preferring  the 
brown  trout  to  all  others. 

In  Australia  it  is  generally  understood  that  the 
American  rainbow  trout  {Salnio  iride.us)  is  very 
much  more  suitable  than  the  English  brown  trout 
for  hot  climates  such  as  the  above,  and  I  shall  feel 
very  much  obliged  if  in  your  next  issue  some 
information  on  this  interesting  question  be  given. 
— Yours,  etc.,  G.  P. 

[The  English  brown  trout  (Salmo  fario)  has  been 
a  great  success  in  New  Zealand  ;  in  fact,  in  the 
whole  history  of  fresh-water  fish  culture  there  is 
nothing  to  compare  with  the  splendid  results 
obtained  from  sending  a  few  thousand  eggs  of 
our  trout  t6  New  Zealand  some  thirty  or  more 
years  ago.  The  rainbow  has  been  tried  extensively 
in  New  Zealand  ;  the  reports  at  first  were  favour- 
able, but  the  latest  we  have  seen  are  by  no  means 
so  sanguine.  It  is  said  that  the  rainbow  can  stand 
a  higher  temperature  than  our  trout,  but  we  know 
for  a  fact  that  in  a  pond  fed  by  a  river  containing  a 
grand  lot  of  rainbows  and  brown  trout  it  was  the 
rainbows  and  not  the  brown  trout  which  died  when 
the  weather  got  very  hot. — Ed.] 

GOOD  SPORT  IN  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir, — Angling  in  our  waters  is  looking  up, 
indeed  it  has  been  a  record  Christmas.  On  Christ- 
mas Eve,  P.  C.  Burnett  got  a  handsome  fish  of  lUb. 
On  Boxing  Day,  the  B.  B.  and  friends  caught  twelve 
fish ;  a  Nottingham  gentleman  one  of  71b.  On 
Dec.  27,  the  B.  B.  and  friends,  nine  fish,  best  one, 
5lb.,  captured  by  "The  Midget";  Messrs.  Isham 
Brothers,  two,  best,  51b.  On  Monday,  Dec.  29, 
Dick  Flint,  a  beauty  of  lUb.,  short,  thick,  and  well 
fed ;  The  Midget,  three  others,  this  makes  thirty- 
seven  pike  in  four  days,  a  proof  that  the  Forty-foot 
is  literally  alive  with  them.  Swineshead  Bridge  is 
the  noted  length. — Yours  truly. 

The  Boston  Bittern. 


FLY  FISHING  SPINNING  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Dec.  27,  1902,  a 
gentleman  asks  who  supplies  minnow  tackles  like 
those  my  late  husband  used.  I  beg  to  inform  you 
that  I  still  make  the  tackles,  and  shall  be  pleased 
to  execute  any  orders  entrusted  to  me. 

Last  May  you  very  kindly  referred  to  my  hus- 
band's fishing  and  the  tackles  he  used,  all  of  which 
he  made  himself,  including  rod,  and  I  still  make. 

Apologising  for  troubhng  you,  I  am.  Sir,  yours 
obediently,  A.  M.  Collinson 

Holme-road,         (Widow  of  late  H.  Collinson). 
Matlock  Bath. 

[I  am  glad  to  hear  Mrs.  Collinson  can  supply  the 
spinning  tackle  which  her  late  husband  used  with 
such  skill  and  deadly  effect. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AND  SHOOTING  ON 
LOUGH  SHEELIN. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — My  fisherman,  Mr.  John 
Mahon,  of  Finea  (co.  Westmeath),  sends  me  the 
following  information,  which  I  think  may  interest 
your  readers,  and  particularly  our  old  friend  Alfred 
Jardine,  as  regards  the  big  pike  captured. 

"  I  had  a  gentleman  fishing  here  last  June  with 
the  Green  Drake,  and  we  killed  thirty-six  trout  in 
seven  days,  and  two  of  them  over  61b.  each.  You 
may  be  sure  there  are  plenty  of  the  big  pike  left 
yet.  I  killed  a  great  many  of  them  last  spring,  and 
one  weighed  45|lb. 

"There  is  good  shooting  to  be  had  here  now, 
plenty  of  ducks,  widgeon,  teal,  snipe,  and  plover, 
and  I  am  sure  there  would  be  good  pike  fishing  if 
these  fish  were  now  tried  for. 

"If  you  come  next  season  you  will  have  a  nice 
place  to  stop  at,  namely,  Mrs.  Whytes'  cottage, 
close  to  the  river  and  lake." — Yours  truly, 

James  Callaghan. 

[I  am  much  oblige_d  to  Mr.  Callaghan,  but  I  fear 
there  have  been  so  many  tales  of  big  Irish  pike 
that  one  of  a  45J-pounder  requires  to  be  likeCsesar's 
wife. — Ed.] 


SPORT  AT  GROVE  FERRY. 
Dear  Sir, — My  friend  Mr.  Lambert  and  I  got 
amongst  the  pike  on  Boxing  Day  at  Grove  Ferry, 
Kent  Stour  ;  strange  to  say  we  both  got  six  fish, 
joint  weight,  47^1b.,  largest,  5|lb.  All  on  spoons. — 
Yours  truly,  Ernest  Catt. 

FIVE  PIKE  AT  SWINESHEAD  BRIDGE, 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir,— On  Dec.  22,  1902,  Mr.  G.  W.  Hand 
had  the  good  luck  to  catch  five  pike,  weighing 
221b.  4oz.,  best  fish  91b.  12oz.— Yours  truly. 

The  Boston  Bittern. 

PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  SANDHURST. 

Dear  Sir,  —Could  any  of  your  readers  oblige  me 
with  the  locality  of  the  nearest  piece  of  water  where 
good  pike  fishing  is  to  be  obtained  ? 

Nobody  in  this  place  (Sandhurst)  appears  to  take 
any  interest  in  the  subject  of  fishing,  and  it  is  very 
hard  to  obtain  reliable  information  on  the  subject. 
— Yours  truly,  "  A  Beginner." 

A  CURIOUS  TRENT  CHUB. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  you  a  photo  of  the  chub 
caught  by  me  and  recorded  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
Nov.  13  and  20.  The  weight  was  31b.  10|oz.,  and 
the  fish  was  notable  from  the  fact  that  both  the 
dorsal  and  anal  fins  were  missing,  no  trace  of  abor- 
tive fins  whatever,  the  back  being  as  perfectly 
smooth  as  the  side  ;  the  fish  was  all  right  except  that 
the  tail  is  deformed,  the  lower  lobe  of  the  tail  being 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  longer  than  the  upper  one, 
and  two  fins  are  missing. 

The  fish  was  caught  by  me  at  Shardlow,  Nov.  6, 
with  scratchings  for  bait,  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Henry  Coxon  of  this  city.  It  has  been  shown  to 
many,  and  in  fact  nearly  all  our  celebrated  Trent 
fishermen,  who  all  remarked  they  had  never  seen 


Curious  Chub  from  the  Trent. 


anything  like  it  before.  I  enclose  a  photo  and  shall 
be  delighted  if  you  will  have  it  reproduced  and 
printed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  as  I  think  it  will  be 
interesting  to  your  readers.  Are  fish  often  caught 
minus  the  fins  ? — Yours  truly, 

Nottingham.  Thomas  B.  Potter. 

[I  have  occasionally  seen  dace  and  trout  and 
other  fish  minus  the  back  fin,  which  has  probably 
been  torn  clean  off  in  a  net,  but  I  never  saw  a  fish 
with  anal  and  dorsal  fins  missing  as  in  Mr.  Potter's 
chub,  and  with  deformed  tail  also.  It  is  certainly  a 
curiosity — I  wonder  what  the  other  chub  thought 
of  it,  probably  made  some  fishy  remarks. — Ed.] 


CAPTURE  OF  ANOTHER  FINE  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  daresay  you  will  be  interested  to 
know  that  a  fine  pike  was  caught  by  one  of  our 
members,  Mr.  H.  Shirley,  on  Christmas  Day.  The 
fish,  which  was  taken  on  snap  tackle,  was  a  female, 
its  dimensions  being,  length,  43in.,  girth,  22in., 
weight,  24Jlb.,  and  was  caught  in  our  club  water  in 
the  river  Penk,  near  the  Ladder  Bridge.  The  figures 
are  vouched  for  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Meakin,  of  Creswell 
Hall,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Smallman,  Stafford,  and  I  also 
can  vouch  for  it,  having  seen  it. 

Mr.  Shirley  also  caught  one  of  121b.  lOoz..  three 
weeks  ago,  and  on  Saturday,  Dec.  27,  another 
member  took  one  of  9|lb.  from  the  same  water ;  these 
are  all  correct,  having  been  weighed  in. — Yours 
truly,  E.  W.  Gask,  Hon.  Sec., 

Stafford  Angling  Club. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  FOWEY. 
Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  my  letter  published  on 
Dec.  13  1  tried  to  explain  that  on  Oct.  24  we  caught 
fish  at  all  depths,  and  I  quoted  the  "Admiral's" 
words  to  show  that  it  can  often  be  done  on  this 
particular  ground.    If  I  were  to  attempt  to  answer 


"J.  B.-L.'s  "  letter  fully,  I  should  have  to  re-write 
most  of  my  letter  of  Dec.  13,  so  I  would  suggest  to 
"J.  B.-L."  that  if  he  cannot  understand  my  mean- 
ing that  he  should  get  some  friend  of  average  in- 
telligence to  read  and  explain  it  to  him. 

I  own  that  I  agree  with  one  suggestion  of  "J. 
B.-L." — that  it  would  be  bettor  if  all  those  who 
send  accounts  of  unusual  sport  should  also  supply 
names  of  places,  sportsmen,  dates,  etc.  But  if 
"J.  B.-L."  will  look  over  my  original  letter  of 
Nov.  8  ho  will  see  that  I  hid  the  actual  identity  of 
the  three  fishermen  under  the  very  thinnest  of  veils. 
I  named  the  yacht — I  said  the  owner  was  one  of 
the  three;  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  "Admiral"  has 
been  a  steam  yacht  owner  for  many  years,  he  is  a 
member  of  half  a  dozen  yacht  clubs,  including  two, 
the  Royal  Western  (Plymouth)  and  the  Fowey 
Yacht  Clubs,  of  both  of  which  I  am  a  member; 
and  he  will  find  the  names  of  the  "Admiral"  and 
myself  on  the  list  of  the  committee  of  the  latter 
club.  My  initials  are  correctly  given,  and  my 
name  can  be  easily  ascertained  on  looking  at  the 
list  of  members  of  either  of  the  clubs  above-named. 
The  "Doctor"  resides  at  Fowey,  and  no  one  living 
at  Fowey  would  hesitate  for  a  moment  if  asked  for 
his  name  ;  he  is  also  a  well-known  member  of  the 
yacht  club,  and  is  on  the  committee.  I  gave  the 
date,  I  gave  the  locality — 'off  Fowey";  I  will 
further  state,  for  the  benefit  of  "J.  B.-L.,"  that  the 
actual  ground  is  called  "Foghorn,"  and  that  it  is 
the  best  known  ground  oft  Fowey.  For  example — 
on  Oct.  24  there  were  two  sailing  yachts  and  two 
rowing  boats  fishing  close  to  us  (I  have  seldom 
fished  there  without  other  boats  being  around  me). 
I  wonder  if  "J.  B.-L."  was  in  one  of  these  two 
rowing  boats  ?  There  were  four  men  in  it,  we  did 
not  know  any  of  them  ;  they  arrived  after  us  and 
anchored  within  a  few  yards  of  our  port  quarter, 
for  they  doubtless  saw  that  we  were  having  fine 
sport.  But  a  curious  thing  happened.  We  saw 
plenty  of  fish  caught  by  the  other  three  boats,  but 
never  a  single  fish  by  these  four  men.  I  do  not 
know  what  tackle  or  bait  they  used,  but  they  had 
several  lines  overboard  ;  they  were  so  close  to  us 
that  we  could  not  help  seeing  what  they  did.  We 
noticed,  after  a  while,  that  they  got  up  their  anchor 
and  shifted  berth  to  off  ovir  port  bow,  and  here  also 
they  did  not,  I  believe,  catch  a  single  fish.  I 
cannot  account  for  it  in  any  way.  I  noticed,  too, 
that  they  started  homewards  before  we  did  ;  doubt- 
less they  were  tired  of  it. 

I  should  like  to  remind  "J.  B.-L."  of  the  old 
saying  of  the  pot  calling  the  kettle  black.  He 
pitches  into  me  for  using  initials,  and  then  does  the 
same.    Is  this  quite  fair  ? 

With  all  best  wishes  of  the  season,  I  am  very 
truly  yours,  W.  R.  G. 

Bodmin. 


EYED  V.  GUT-TIED  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — This  controversy  S3ems  to  have  been 
thoroughly  well  thrashed  out  and  the  interest  in  it 
to  be  dying  down.  As  I  was  the  humble  individual 
responsible  for  setting  the  ball  a-roUing,  perhaps 
you  will  allow  me  to  say  how  interested  I  have  been 
in  noting  the  opinions  of  so  many  veteran  and 
expert  anglers,  and  to  see  that  the  verdict,  with 
some  minor  qualifications,  is  all  in  favour  of  the 
eyed  flies.  I  recently  read  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pen- 
nell's  book  on  angling  (Badminton  Library  Series), 
and  he  cannot  find  language  too  strong  to  praisa 
them,  and  to  predict  a  great  future  for  them,  both 
as  regards  wet  and  dry  fly  fishing.  His  new  pattern 
Pennell-Limerick  up-turn  shank,  down  turn  eyed- 
hooks  and  his  mode  of  attaching  same  to  the  cast 
by  the  half-hitch  jam  knot  are  illustrated  in  hi-i 
book,  and  seem  to  represent  as  perfect  a  system,  as 
opposed  to  the  gut-tied  flies,  as  one  could  wish. 

We  know  little  or  nothing  of  dry  fly  fishing  in 
Scotland,  but  next  season  I  intend  to  give  iVIr. 
Pennell's  system  a  thorough  trial  both  in  river  and 
loch,  and  if  I  find  the  advantages  he  claims  for  it 
to  be  no  mere  pen  and  ink  ones,  but  thoroughly 
genuine  and  practicable,  I  shall  desert  the  "  Blinds  " 
and  join  the  army  of  the  "  Eyes." 

Thanking  you  sincerely  for  inserting  my  original 
letter,  and  trusting  you  will  extend  the  sama 
courtesy  to  this  one. — Yours  truly, 

Leith.  New  SuBSfRiBER. 


LOUGH  NEAGH  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — The  reason  why  anglers  neglect  this 
lough  is  that  there  are  never  less  than  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  nets  employed  by  licensed  boatmen. 
They  prefer  the  precarious  spoils  of  netting — which 
includes  illicit  salmon— to  rowing  boats  for  English 
trollers.  In  fact  these  netsmen  resent  the  visits  of 
Saxon  anglers,  and  look  upon  them  as  poachers 
upon  their  water.  Lough  Xeagh  is  free  to  all 
comers,  and  these  local  men  have  no  sort  of  rights 
which  are  not  common  to  everyone  else.  This 
might  ■•^'flnH  sea  may  contain  monster  trout  of 
unheard  of  weights,  but  those  of  us  who  take  an 
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historical  interest  in  such  subjects  are  entitled  to 
ask  for  proofs — not  mere  assertions.  Having  fished 
all  over  Ireland  during  the  past  twenty  years,  I 
absolutely  refuse  to  accept  the  bare  and  uncor- 
roborated statement  of  anyone  connected  by 
business  with  anglers  or  angling.  They  may  be 
masters  of  their  various  crafts,  but  they  have  to 
"  live  on  the  angler  " — hence  these  tears  ! 

I  am  the  last  man  of  our  angling  fraternity  who 
can  with  justice  be  called  "  ungenerous  " — so  far  as 
Irish  fishing  folk  are  concerned — but  I  am  strongly 
convinced  that  its  greatest  enemies  are  those 
persons  who  depend  upon  it  for  their  livings.  I 
have  myself  been  beguiled  to  the  remotest  parts  of 
Ireland  by  the  most  flagrantly  false  reports  emanat- 
ing from  interested  persons.  As  a  consequence  I 
am  prone  to  nail  an  Irish  fishing  lie  to  the  counter 
whenever  I  see  it  tendered  as  genuine  coin  of  the 
realm.  This  may  be  "ungenerous"  towards  the 
log-rollers,  but  it  is  kind  to  my  fellow  English 
anglers  whose  experiences  have  not  been  so  great 
as  my  own. — Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent. 

FORMALIN  FOR  PRESERVING  SAND  EELS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  kindly  tell  me  the  quanti- 
ties of  formalin  and  water  to  be  used  for  preserving 
sand  eels.  Also  if  you  care  for  them  I  can  send  you 
some  when  preserved  as  they  are  very  plentiful 
here  at  this  season,  and  will  be,  I  think,  useful  in 
the  summer  when  they  are  scarce.  I  take  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  through  the  local  agent,  so  that  I 
shall  see  your  reply. — Yours  truly, 

Cornwall.  Lennox  St.  John. 

[The  best  preparation  of  formalin  is  that  sold  by 
the  Formalin  Company,  St.  Mary-at-hill,  London, 
E.C.  This  is  standardised,  and  contains  forty  per 
cent,  of  formic  aldehyde.  For  preserving  baits  one 
tablespoonful  to  a  pint  of  water  may  be  made  up 
when  required.  It  is  well  not  to  let  it  touch  the 
hands. — Ed.] 


THOSE  KNOTS. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  read  the  corre- 
spondence on  "Knots"  with  the  liveliest  satisfaction 
and  greatest  profit.  I  had  no  idea  fishermen  would 
"rise  "  so  freely  to  my  original  letter-bait  ! 

However,  our  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  have  in 
any  way  contributed  to  this  discussion. 

I  think  I  have  now  found  precisely  what  I  wanted 
— the  absolutely  safest  and  neatest  way  for  attaching 
(1)  cast  to  line,  (2)  droppers  to  cast,  (3)  gut-loop  of 
salmon  fly  to  cast,  (4)  metal  eyed-hook  to  cast,  (5) 
lengths  of  gut  to  make,  or  repair,  a  cast. 

For  { 1 )  nothing  can  touch  the  knot  I  described  in 
your  issue  of  Oct.  1 1, 1902,  and  to  which  unfortunately 
the  wrong  series  of  sketches  was  attached.  ' '  Mona ' ' 
is  evidently  of  the  same  -opinion.  He  refers  to  Mr. 
Wheeley's  sketch  of  the  same  loop  given  on  Oct.  1 8, 
1902.  I  see,  however,  that  he  finds  it  difficult  to  shake 
off  the  shackles  of  long-continued  habit.  He  intends 
to  make  this  loop  his  own  in  future,  he  says ;  but 
"shall  add  a  knot  to  the  reel-line  for  fear  of  any 
slipping."  This  converts  it  into  No.  2  of  p.  231, 
Oct.  4,  1902,  which  is  no  safer  and  far  less  neat.  I 
hope  he  will  re-read  the  final  paragraph  of  my  first 
letter,  accept  the  evidence  of  my  two  chums  and 
myself,  and  while  adopting  the  loop  abandon  "  the 
final  and  objectionable  knot."  He'll  never  regret  it 
if  he  leaves  half- an-inch  of  line  loose. 

For  (2)  I  shall  adopt  "  Basil  Hardy's  "  No.  9,  used 
in  conjunction  with  his  No.  8  sliding  knot.  If, 
however,  I  am  using  a  cast  with  "fixed"  knots,  I 
shall  try  his  No.  12  (B  or  C), 

For  (3)  the  knot  I  submitted  is,  to  my  mind,  pre- 
eminent. I  notice  that  "Basil  Hardy"  thinks  it 
liable  to  draw  "if  the  ends  are  cut  off  close."  I 
have  never  tried  it  thus  closely  cut  off.  In  my 
own  experience  I  never  leave  less  than  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  loose,  and  often  more,  as  the  sketch  D 
(bottom)  suggests. 

For  (4)  I  fancy  "Basil  Hardy's"  No.  1  for  large 
metal  eyes,  and  No.  4a  for  small  ones. 

For  (5)  the  same  writer's  No.  8  is  very  good  indeed, 
although  I  am  using  a  knot  (by  F.  G.  Johnson) 
given  in  your  pages  some  time  back. 

I  was  very  much  struck  with  the  paucity  of 
replies  which  in  any  way  referred  to  knots  for 
making  up  casts.  The  ordinary  "  Fisherman's 
Knot "  is  most  unsatisfactory,  but  much  used. 
The  best  knot  I've  seen  is  oval  and  tapered  at  each 
end.    How  is  it  made  ? 

I  see  Mr.  Wm.  Hearder  thinks  that  a  "  supple- 
ment"  would  be  necessary  to  contain  all  the  knots 
and  hitches  used  by  fishermen.  Not  a  bad  idea 
either,  especially  if  they  were  well  arranged  and 
well  illustrated.- — Yours  faithfully, 

Dalton-in-Furness.  Wm.  H.  Pearsali-. 

[As  the  instigator  of  the  great  "  Knot "  corre- 
spondence I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Pearsall  has 
found  it  so  useful.  Has  he  tried  a  plan  of  fastening 
the  cast  to  rec'-'in;  which  I  have  used  and  reccm- 


mended  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  elsewhere  for 
many  years — namely,  to  splice  to  end  of  reel-line  a 
link  of  gut  about  the  same  size,  and  to  knot  the 
cast  to  the  end  of  the  gut  with  the  ordinary 
"Fisherman's  Knot."  I  find  this  plan  the  best,  as 
you  have  no  knot  on  yoiu-  reel-line,  the  splicing  is 
soon  done  with  a  bit  of  waxed  silk,  and  the  splice 
can  be  wound  in  through  your  rod  rings,  which  it 
is  often  a  good  thing  to  be  able  to  do.  Before 
splicing  the  end  of  the  gut  should  be  nipped  gently 
with  the  teeth  to  make  it  rough,  and  the  end  of  it 
and  the  line  can  be  filed  down  to  make  a  neat  job. 
I  find  I  can  cast  better  with  this  fastening,  and  that 
the  fly  does  not  catch  in  the  reel-line  knot,  as  there 
is  none  to  catch  in.  The  oval  knot  which  Mr. 
Pearsall  refers  to  is,  I  think,  the  ordinary  Fisherman's 
Knot  with  the  ends  put  once  round  the  cast  and 
then  jammed  against  the  knot  and  cut  off  close. — 
Ed.] 

THE  DWINDLING  AWAY  OF  RIVERS. 
Sir,— In  your  issue  of  Dec.  20,  1902,  towards  the 
close  of  my  paper  on  "  Some  Angling  Inventions," 
etc.,  I  quoted  Burns'  beautiful  poem,  I  wonder  if 
our  mutual  friend  "Red  Spinner  "  (William  Senior, 
the  editor  of  the  Field)  had  any  remembrance  of  it 
when  as  chairman  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  on 
April  19,  1892,  he  made  his  telling  speech  on  the 
dwindling  away  of  certain  English  rivers  known  to 
him,  from  various  causes— causes  unknown  when 
Burns  wrote  these  lines.  I  have  simply  selected  a 
few  appropriate  verses  : — 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Bruar  Water. 
(To  the  Noble  Duke  of  Athole.j 

"My  lord,  I  know  your  noble  ear 

Woe  ne'er  assails  in  vain  ; 
Embolden'd  thus,  I  beg  you'll  hear 

Your  humble  slave  complain. 
How  saucy  Phcebus'  scorching  beams. 

In  flaming  summer-pride. 
Dry-withering,  waste  my  foamy  streams. 

And  drink  my  crystal  tide. 

The  lightly- jumpin'  glowrin'*  troots, 

That  thro'  my  waters  play, 
If,  in  their  random,  wanton  spouts, 

They  near  the  margin  stray  ; 
If,  hapless  chance !  they  linger  lang, 

I'm  scorching  up  so  shallow. 
They're  left  the  whitening  stanes  amang. 

In  gasping  death  to  wallow. 

Last  day  I  gratf  wi'  spite  and  teen, J 

As  Poet  Burns  came  by. 
That,  to  a  bard,  I  should  be  seen 

Wi'  half  my  channel  dry  : 
A  panegyric  rhyme,  I  ween. 

Even  as  I  was  he  shored  §  me  ; 
But  had  I  in  my  glory  been. 

He,  kneeling,  wad  ador'd  me  ! 

Here,  foaming  down  the  skelvyjj  rocks. 

In  twistin'  strength  I  rin ; 
There,  high  my  boiling  torrent  smokes, 

Wild-roaring  o'er  a  linn:^ 
Enjoying  each  large  spring  and  well, 

As  Nature  gave  them  me, 
I  am,  altho'  I  say't  mysel', 

Worth  gaun  a  mile  to  see. 

Would,  then,  my  noble  master  please 

To  grant  my  highest  wishes. 
He'll  shade  my  banks  wi'  tow'rin'  trees. 

And  bonnie  spreading  bushes. 
Delighted  doubly  then,  my  lord, 

You'll  wander  on  my  banks. 
And  listen  mony  a  grateful  bird 

Return  you  tuneful  thanks." 

There  are  other  six  verses,  but  they  are  less 
appropriate,  and  space  forbids.  The  two  last  lines 
of  the  third  verse  betray  the  genius  of  the  poet. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


THE  PARSON  ON  HIS  HOBBY. 

Sir, — There  are  three  sports  which  seem  at  first 
sight  to  stand  much  upon  the  same  footing — hunting, 
shooting,  and  fishing.  It  used  to  puzzle  me  why, 
while  the  hunting  parson  is  a  thing  of  the  past  and 
the  shooting  parson  is  apt  to  be  frowned  upon  by 
the  old  ladies  of  his  flock,  by  common  consant  it  is 
allowed  to  a  parson  to  fish.  Why  this  distinction  ? 
All  these  sports  equally  take  him  away  from  his 
higher  duties,  all  involve  the  sacrifice  of  life.  After 
much  reflection  I  think  I  have  found  out  the  reason, 
and  I  am  anxious  to  impart  the  discovery  to  my 
brother  anglers.  It  is  because  by  means  of  angling 
the  three  great  Christian  virtues  of  Faith,  Hope,  and 
Charity  are  best  tried  and  brought  to  perfection. 
Let  me  show  him  how  this  is  so  : — 

Faith. — Why  every  time  I  cast  my  line  upon  the 


Staring.  §  Promised, 

t  Wept.  I!  Shelving. 

X  Vexation4  il  Fall. 


water  it  is  an  act  of  faith  on  my  part,  for  if  I  did 
not  believe  that  there  were  fish  there  and  that  I 
might  catch  some  I  should  not  do  it.  When  I  let 
my  fly  fall  lightly  above  a  rising  trout,  and  let  it 
float  down  naturally  with  its  wings  cocked  up  like  the 
real  insect,  what  am  I  doinsj  but  trying  to  promote 
faith  on  the  part  of  the  fish  ?  And  when  I  return 
home  and  boast  of  the  monsters  which  I  have 
hooked  and  lost,  I  am  simply  putting  the  faith  of 
my  friends  to  the  test. 

Hope. — I  go  out  for  a  day's  fishing.  Everything 
is  against  me — the  water  is  wrong,  the  wind  is 
wrong,  the  fish  won't  rise,  and  I  return  home  with 
a  light  if  not  empty  creel.  Am  I  discouraged  ?  Not 
a  bit.  Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  angler's  breast, 
and  I  start  out  the  next  day  with  renewed  expecta- 
tion, feeling  certain  that  now  I  am  "to  be  blest." 

Charity. — I  arrive  at  the  water's  brink.  The  fish 
are  rising  like  mad.  I  put  my  rod  hastily  together, 
and  I  hurry  off  (I  am  always  in  a  hurry  on  such 
occasions)  to  my  favourite  run.  And  when  I  get 
there,  what  do  I  find  ?  It  is  occupied  by  another 
who  is  evidently  catching.  Now  under  such  cir- 
cumstances what  are  the  feelings  which  would 
naturally  arise  in  the  breast  ?  A  layman  might 
even  make  use  of  miparliamentary  language.  Do  I 
give  way  thus  ?  No ;  I  remember  that  I  am  an 
angler,  and  I  give  that  fortunate  one  my  blessing  and 
pass  on  resignedly,  if  not  contentedly,  to  less  favour- 
able water.  I  put  it  to  my  brother  anglers  whether 
chaiity  could  achieve  a  more  signal  triumph. — 
Yours  faithfully,  L.  V. 

THE  SHOOTING  OF  RARE  BIRDS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  by  the  daily  papers  of  Dec.  19. 
1902,  that  a  bittern  has  been  shot  near  Newbury. 
This  handsome  bird,  like  many  others  which  once 
were  fairly  common  in  many  parts  of  our  island,  is 
now  nearly  extinct.  We  constantly  hear  of  rare 
birds  being  ruthlessly  shot  down  by  many  of  our 
"  so-called  sportsmen,"  whose  one  idea  on  seeing  an 
uncommon  bird  is  to  shoot  it. 

What  is  the  use  of  our  "preservation  laws"  it 
they  are  not  enforced  ?  Strong  measures  should  be 
taken  to  stop  such  wanton  slaughter  of  our  rare 
birds.— Yours  truly,  A.  R.  Byatt. 

Midhurst,  Sussex. 

"  A  FEW  INVENTIONS,  "  ETC.,  BY  E.  M.  TOD, 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  understand  that  my  rig  out  has 
been  called  in  question,  let  me  explain  that  when 
these  photographs  were  first  taken  I  was  living  in 
Brighton,  a  number  of  years  ago  now,  and  round 
the  corner  was  the  photographer's,  in  whose  rooms 
I  put  my  waders  on.  I  never  imagined  that  anyone 
could  possibly  be  thinking  of  criticising  my  clothes, 
asking  if  I  wore  a  coat  which  comes  over  my  waders, 
the  fact  being  that  I  was  wearing  my  ordinary  black 
coat  and  waistcoat. 

One  or  two  have  asked,  I  understand,  if  I  only 
wear  one  wader,  but  these  must  surely  be  one-eyed 
men.  Both  waders  are  on — very  evident  to  all 
who  choose  to  look  tv.'ice,  except  to  these  one-eyed 
Nelsons  who  put  the  eye-glass  purposely  to  the 
blind  eye  !  I  was  only  fishing  in  a  photographer's 
studio,  and  your  critics  may  wish  to  know  also  this 
little  secret.  I  only  caught  that  day  (with  the  silver 
hook)  a  common  or  garden  mackerel.  It  was  w  inter 
time,  the  mackerel  not  being,  I  presume,  too  well 
"  on  the  rise  "  in  the  shop.  My  object  was  simply 
to  illustrate  the  working  of  my  landing  net,  etc. 
Is  this  the  "silly  season"  ?  It  looks  rather  like  it. 
— Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


THE  PICTURES  OF  OLD  ANGLING  INNS 
IN  CHRISTMAS  NUMBER  OF  FISHING 
GAZETTE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  two  queried  reproductions  of  old 
pictures  in  your  Christmas  number  are  mementoes 
of  lost  Lea  fisheries.  The  upper  one  shows  the 
hostelry  once  occupied  by  the  famovis  Ben  Wicks, 
whose  name  was  long  associated  with  the  adjacent 
fishery.  Before  his  time,  according  to  old  angling 
books,  the  place  was  known  as  Cook  s  Ferry.  The 
house,  a  short  distance  from  Angel-road  Station,  -■ 
G.E.R.,  was  standing  about  eighteen  months  ago, 
when  I  visited  it ;  but  the  water  had  nearly  dis- 
appeared. 

On  the  same  day,  during  a  walk  from  Tottenham 
along  the  Lea  navigation,  I  passed  the  works  in 
progress  for  making  the  new  reservoir  for  the  East 
London  Water  Company.  These  works  have  entailed 
the  blotting  out  of  the  house  and  water  shown  in 
the  second  picture.  The  water  was  known  as  Ford's, 
and  the  house,  in  which  I  liave  spent  many  an  hour, 
was  used  by  subscribers  to  the  water.  There  was  a 
ferry  across  the  water  connecting  Waltliamstow 
with  Tottenham.  An  article  of  mine,  entitled  "  Two 
Pictures,"  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
within  the  past  few  years,  gives  fuller  details. 

See  also  Baddeley,  Salter,  and  Greville  Fennell 
(Rail  and  Rod  G.E.R.).— Yours  faithfully, 

J.  McDermott. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

The  Coming  Dinner  of  the  Fly-Fishbrs' 
Club. 

On  Wednesday,  Feb.  18,  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  will 
be  held  the  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Fly-Fishers'  Club, 
which  I  am  glad  to  say  is  to  be  presided  over  by  a 
very  keen  fly -fisher.  Lord  Denbigh,  who  has  been  a 
member  of  the  club  for  some  time.  All  his  hfe, 
whenever  his  military  or  other  official  duties  would 
permit  it,  Lord  Denbigh  has  had  his  share  of  fishing, 
hunting,  and  shooting  in  the  United  Kingdom,  in 
Norway,  and  in  America,  India,  etc..  and  also  in 
Egypt,  where  he  went  through  the  1882  campaign, 
and  got  the  medal  and  clasp  for  Tel-el-Kebir.  His 
lordship  is  also  an  enthusiast  in  the  artificial  culture 
of  the  Salmonidce.  and  his  fish-breeding  establish- 
ment at  Downing,  North  Wales,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  .1.  B.  Feilding,  F.Z.S.,  is  doing  very  important 
work. 


Photographs  of  Perch  and  Sturgeon  -wanted. 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  asks  me  if  I  can  get  him  the 
loan  of  good  photographs  of  ,  perch  and  sturgeon, 
taken  soon  after  the  fish  were  caught,  for  use  in  a 
work  on  fresh-water  fish  which  he  is  preparing.  I 
shall  be  glad  if  any  reader  who  has  really  good 
photographs  will  kindly  lend  them. 

Death  of  Bartholomew,  of  Goring. 
I  regret  to  hear  of  the  sudden  death  of  Bar- 
tholomew, the  fisherman,  at  Goring-on-Thames. 
Here  is  a  good  opportunity  for  a  man  acquainted 
■with  the  art  to  follow  him  as  it  is  one  of  the  most 
favourite  spots  on  the  Thames  for  anglers,  and  I 
understand  that  there  is  no  one  in  the  neighbourhood 
suitable  for  the  post. 


The  Old  River  Lea  at  Cook's  Ferry. 
Mr.  Percy  W.  Farmborough,  of  Lower  Edmon- 
ton, has  been  kind  enough  to  take  some  photographs 
showing  the  old  inn  at  Cook's  Ferry  as  it  is  now. 


and  also  the  dry  bed  of  the  old  river  Lea  there, 
showing  that  the  river  has  been  destroyed  by  the 
pumping  of  the  water  company — a  sad  fate  to 
befall  what  was  for  thousands  of  years  a  beautiful 
river,  most  prolific  in  fish.  A  comparison  of  the 
photograph  of  Cook's  Ferry  Inn  with  the  picture  I 
gave  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  Christmas  Number  will 
show  that  it  is  the  same  place.  According  to 
Salter,  Walton's  Bleak  Hall  stood  where  Cook's 
Ferry  Inn  is  now. 

Mr.  Farmborough  says:  — 

"  Dec.  27,  1902. 
"  Dear  Sir, — Agreeably  to  my  promise  I  send 
two  photographs  showing  the  present  state  of  the 


Salmon  Angling  PRosPE<rrs  on  the  Tay  and 
Loch  Tav. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  writes  in  a  very 
encouraging  way  about  the  pro.spects  in  Pcrtlishirc. 
It  shows  what  good  management  of  a  great  salmon 
river  will  do. 

"The  prospects  never  were  brighter  for  the 
opening.  Ever  since  the  fishing  closed  the  Tay 
and  tributaries  have  continued  in  flood.  Fish 
already  should  be  in  all  the  head  waters  at  KilUn, 
river  Lyon,  and  Tummel.  There  is  a  new  pro- 
prietor come  to  Fortingall,  Mr.  Stewart,  from 
Tyndrum ;  well  up  to  his  business,  he  will  make 
anglers  most  comfortable.  Mr.  Knight,  of  Kenmoro 


Cook's  Fjorry  Inn  as  it  is  no^w. 


The  Dry  Bed  of  the  Old  River  Lea  at  Cook's  Ferry. 


river  Lea  as  compared  with  that  of  the  print  of 
Cook's  Ferry  sixty  years  ago  which  you  reproduced 
in  your  Christmas  Number.  Both  photographs 
were  taken  from  the  middle  of  the  dry  bed  of  the 
river. 

Poor  shade  of  Izaak  Walton— could  he  have 
foreseen  to  what  a  state  his  beloved  river  would 
be  reduced,  what  might  he  not  have  said  ! 

"  Should  you  care  to  reproduce  either  or  both 
of  the  photographs,  they  are  at  your  service.— 
Yours  faithfully. 

"  Percy  W.  Farmborough,  F.Z.S. 
Lower  Edmonton,"- 


Hotel,  has  also  got  five  good  pools  on  the  Lyon, 
seldom  fished,  free  by  staying  at  his  hotel.  I 
wonder  more  people  do  not  take  advantage  of 
Loch  Tay.  I  do  not  think  it  is  generally  known 
that  nothing  is  charged  for  the  fishing ;  if  you  get 
a  fish  you  are  charged  £1  each  up  to  six,  after  that 
no  charge.  Over  twenty  years  ago  I  used  to  go 
every  year ;  at  that  time  it  was  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty to  get  a  boat.  We  have  more  spring  fish  now 
than  then,  but  fewer  people  come  to  catch  them. 
Many  people  think  Loch  Tay  cold,  but  it  is  not ;  I 
always  found  it  much  warmer  on  the  loch  than  it 
is  on  the  shore,  as  much  as  five  degrees.    I  also 
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found  the  water  in  Loch  Tay  as  much  as  seven 
degrees  warmer  than  the  Tay  at  Perth. 

"The  KlUn  Hotel  is  under  new  management, 
Mr.  Ivnight's  son  has  gone  there.  I  have  no  doubt 
ho  will  do  well,  as  he  has  had  a  good  training.  I 
have  been  over  large  tracts  of  the  Tay  and  its 
tributaries  from  time  to  time  since  the  close  of  the 
lishing ;  not  in  all  my  experience  have  I  seen  any- 
thing like  half  the  number  of  fish  that  I  have  seen 
this  season,  every  burn  is  full  of  them  ;  one  little 
stream,  the  Almond,  in  half  a  mile  of  water  I  made 
a  calculation  and  considered  there  were  not  less 
than  5000  fish  in  this  small  reach,  in  many  flats 
you  could  not  see  the  bottom  for  fish.  I  attribute 
this  great  increase  to  the  removal  of  the  hang  nets, 
curtailing  the  netting  six  days  earlier,  killing  seals 
and  pike,  and  less  netting.  Three  years  ago  was  the 
first  year  the  Tay  and  tributaries  were  properly 
stocked,  and  it  was  a  fine  spawning  year,  and  this 
is  the  result.  All  the  spring  fishings  on  the  Tay 
are  let.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  M.P.,  has  taken  the 
Dunkeld  water  for  spring  ;  he  is  a  new  angler  for 
the  Tay.". 

"The  Giant  Fish  of  Florida.". 

Everyone  who  thinks  of  going  to  Florida,  or  who 
collects  interesting  angling  books,  should  make  a 
note  of  "The  Giant  Fish  of  Florida,"  by  J.  Turner- 
Turner,  which  has  recently  been  pubUshed  by 
Messrs.  Pearson.  The  author  gives  lively  accounts 
of  his  fishing  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida  for  tarpon  and 
other  rangers.  A  great  attraction  of  the  book  is 
the  series  of  excellent  illustrations  ;  the  frontispiece, 
for  instance,  shows  "  A  Whip  Ray  Leaping."  The 
extraordinary  fish  appears  to  be  sailing  over  the 
sea  at  an  altitude  of  fifty  feet.  The  author  assures 
us  that  the  photos  are  all  from  natural,  not 
mounted,  fish,  and  that  "  the  effects  were  obtained 
by  a  simple,  though  careful,  arrangement  of  pegs 
and  sheeting." 

Looking  at  Mr.  Turner-Turner's  pictures  makes 
one  understand  sailors'  yarns  of  monsters  of  the 
deep.  The  devil  fish,  weighing  2001b.,  with  its 
mouth  propped  open,  is  an  awful  looking  beast. 
The  illustrations  of  fish  are  among  the  most  in- 
teresting that  I  have  ever  seen  —  they  look  so 
unnaturally  natural. 

I  regret  to  hear,  as  we  go  to  press,  of  the  sudden 
death,  on  Tuesday  last,  of  Mrs.  Gillett,  wife  of  Mr. 
J.  Gillett,  the  well-known  fishing  rod  and  tackle 
manufacturer,  of  Fetter-lane.  Mrs.  Gillett,  who 
was  much  respected  by  the  numerous  customers  of 
the  old-estabUshed  Fetter-lane  house,  met  with  a 
severe  accident  some  little  time  back,  and  although 
she  appeared  to  have  recovered,  doubtless  it  had 
something  to  do  with  the  cause  of  her  death.  Great 
sympathy  is  felt  for  Mr.  Gillett  and  his  family  in 
their  loss.  R.  B.  Mabston. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TEOUT  ANGLING. 

By  Augustus  Grjmble, 
Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc. 

CHAPTER  I.— (Introductory). 

ARGYLLSHIRE. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  done  me 
the  honour  to  inquire  if  I  would  write  him  a 
series  of  articles  deaUng  with  the  inexpensive 
salmon  and  sea-trout  fishings  of  Scotland.  He 
prefaces  his  request  by  stating  "  our  readers  do 
not  want  information  about  anglings  whose  rental 
is  equal  to  a  king's  ransom."  I  am  in  ignorance 
of  the  sum  involved  herein,  but  presumably  the 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  caught  at  least 
one  king  on  his  own  account — probably  a  black, 
dusky,  half  naked  monarch,  something  similar  to 
a  "  back  end  "  fish,  selling  at  twopence  a  pound — 
and  very  dear  at  the  money,  say  I.  For  my  own 
part  I  should  prefer  to  pocket  the  ransom  that 
would  be  cheerfully  paid  by  his  subjects  for  the 
release  from  captivity  of  our  own  good  King 
Edward  or  the  Duke  of  York,  that  very  keen 
angler.  At  the  same  time  my  feelings  of  loyalty 
are  so  strong  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  I  should 
avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  even  if  it  pre- 
sented itself,  and  I  knew  it  would  result  in  the 
ability  to  lease  both  the  Glen  Tana  water  of  the 
Dca  and  the  reserved  water  of  Dupplin  Castle. 
Certainly  I  once  did  make  a  prisoner  of  a 
millionaire — a  large  Blue  Doctor  at  the  end  of 


thirty  yards  of  line  accidentally  doing  the  deed  by 
imbedding  itself  deep  in  the  fleshiest  part  of  his 
back  ;  but  "  divil  a  worrd  "  of  ransom  was  spoken. 
Quite  on  the  contrary,  the  release  of  the  captive 
was  followed  by  some  very  strong  expressions 
unduly  impugning  my  skill  as  an  angler ;  but  as 
Croesus  had  approached  me  silently  from  behind, 
my  explanations  were  eventually  accepted  with 
good  grace.  Readers  must  not  therefore  jump 
to  the  conclusion  that  because  I  write  of 
"cheap"  salmon  and  sea  -  trout  angling  that 
therefore  it  follows  that  it  should  be  "  nasty," 
for  there  are  certainly  places — chiefly  from  hotels — 
where  an  angler  not  blessed  -with,  a  long  purse,  and 
who  "  knows  the  ropes,"  may  still  get  a  fair  amount 
of  sport  at  a  moderate  cost,  which  is  kept  within 
bounds  by  the  cash  contributions  of  others  who  do 
not  know  so  much,  but  yet  materially  help  to  pay 
for  the  successes  of  their  more  skilful  brethren  of  the 
rod.  It  is  for  such  anglers,  and  for  those  who  may 
be  about  to  cross  the  border  for  the  first  time,  that 
these  chapters  are  chiefly  penned.  Therefore  I 
will  at  once  get  to  work,  and  commence  with  the 
Taynuilt  Hotel  water  of  the  Argyllshire  Awe — one 
of  the  most  accessible  of  all  the  hotel  waters — for 
the  angler  can  leave  Euston  in  the  evening  and  be 
on  the  river  next  morning.  The  hotel — a  plain,  old- 
fashioned,  bamy-looking  building — is  comfortable 
enough.  A  larger  and  better  furnished  smoking 
room,  so  far  as  easy  chairs  are  concerned,  would  be 
desirable,  and  if  the  landlord  would  allow  his  visitors 
to  cut  their  own  luncheons  for  themselves 
it  would  be  a  distinct  boon.  For  my  own  part  I 
solved  this  difficulty  by  taking  an  extra  large 
supply  of  bacon  at  breakfast,  and  having 
consumed  what  I  then  wanted.  I  made  the 
remainder  into  a  nice  scone  sandwich,  with  plenty 
of  butter,  mustard,  and  pepper.  I  had  to  pay 
Is.  6d.  for  it — the  same  price  as  was  charged 
for  that  sent  from  the  kitchen — but  as  long 
as  I  got  what  I  hked  I  did  not  mind.  The 
Awe  drains  271  square  miles  of  country  and 
empties  Loch  Awe — one  of  the  largest  of  the  Scotch 
lakes — into  the  salt  water  of  Loch  Etive  at  Bonawe, 
a  little  hamlet  about  a  mile  north  of  the  village  of 
Taynuilt.  Like  other  rivers  that  have  lacustrine 
sources,  or  flow  through  large  lakes,  the  Awe  is 
seldom  so  big  or  so  small  but  what  some  of  its  pools 
wiU  fish  well,  and  so  an  intending  visitor  need  not 
keep  away  just  because  there  has  been  a  long  spell 
of  wet  or  dry  weather.  From  the  loch  to  the  sea 
it  has  but  a  course  of  some  three  miles,  all  strong, 
quick-running  water,  in  which  at  short  intervals 
there  are  a  succession  of  splendid  casts,  most  of 
which  require  a  long  rod,  a  long  line,  and  tricky 
casting  if  the  lure  is  to  hang  over  the  he  of  the  flsh 
in  a  position  to  transact  immediate  business  if 
called  on.  Therefore,  the  river  should  not  be 
approached  with  a  rod  of  less  than  17ft.  6in.  (I8ft. 
for  choice),  a  liberal  allowance  of  single  gut,  from 
one  and  a  half  to  two  yards  is  necessary,  more  in 
summer  if  the  water  is  dead  low,  for  its  normal 
condition  is  very  clear ;  indeed,  except  by  a  heavy 
thunder  plump  pouring  off  the  sides  of  Ben 
Cruachan  and  from  the  roadways,  I  have  never 
seen  the  river  really  dirty.  The  best  flies  are  the 
Blue  Doctor,  Jock  Scot,  and  Thunder  and  Lightning, 
which  last-named  lure  kills  best  when  dressed  with 
a  hght  orange  yellow  hackle,  and  the  tinsel  wound 
in  wide  spirals ;  the  reddish  crimson  hackle  with 
narrow  turns  of  tinsel  is  not  so  effective,  though  it 
is  a  dressing  that  many  tackle-makers  use.  The 
sizes  range  from  2-0  Limerick  hooks  to  the  very 
smaUest  double  hooks.  The  natives:  are  partial 
to  double  hooks  of  considerable  size,  and  if 
one  could  ensure  that  both  hooks  would  be  fast 
inside  the  mouth  of  the  fish,  of  course  they  take  a 
better  hold,  but  in  the  case  of  large  double  hooks 
one  of  them  is  nearly  sure  to  be  outside  the  fish's 
mouth,  which  then  only  has  to  catch  it  against 
rock  or  wood  to  effect  a  parting. 

Kelts  have  left  the  river  some  time  before  serious 
anghng  begins,  and  I  have  never  seen  or  heard 
of  one  after  the  end  of  April.  The  best  part  of  the 
river  belongs  to  Lord  Breadalbane,  and  is  very 
strictly  preserved  '  The  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  owns 
the  hotel  water  in  conjunction  with  other  portions, 
and  Ml-.  Muir,  of  Irmistrynich,  are  the  two  remain- 
ing proprietors.  "  Breadabbane,"  as  the  natives 
caU  their  chief,  permits  no  lure  but  fly  to  be  used 
on  his  part  of  the  water ;  the  two  other  proprietors 
or  their  tenants  are  not  so  strict,  but  inasmuch  as 
minnow,  real  or  artificial,  and  prawn  are  useless, 
there  remains  but  the  worm  for  the  bait  fisher  to 
fall  back  on,  while  happily  the  river  itself  is  so 


unsuited  to  its  use,  and  there  are  so  very  few 
anglers  who  can  fish  this  lure  really  well,  that  it  is 
quite  rare  to  see  a  bait  fisher. 

Colonel  Murray,  of  Polmaise,  is  the  present  lessee  of 
Lord  Breadalbane's  anghng  on  the  right  bank — from 
the  Disputed  Pool  just  below  the  Brander  Pass  down 
to  the  tail  of  the  Long  Pool — while  he  also  rents 
from  the  Duke  of  Argyle  all  his  anghng  on  the  left 
bank  that  hes  above  the  hotel  water.  Mr.  Muir, 
of  Innistrynich,  lets  his  water  to  tenants  of  shoot- 
ing lodges  on  Loch  Awe  ;  then  as  Lord  Breadalbane 
ends  on  the  right  bank  the  Duke  comes  in  again 
and  lets  the  fishing — from  the  tail  of  the  Long  Pool 
down  to  one  just  above  the  tidal  water — to  Mrs. 
Campbell,  of  Dunstaffnage  and  Inverawe  House,  a 
unique,  historical,  and  beautifully-situated  riverside 
mansion  which  is  usually  let.  All  these  anglings 
are  very  strictly  preserved,  and  promiscuous  appli- 
cations for  a  day  on  them  are  useless — the  lessees 
in  self-defence  had  to  make  them  so.  An  old  friend 
of  mine  who  has,  alas,  joined  the  great  major'''" 
but  who  formerly  had  one  of  these  angUngs 
many  years,  told  me  that  in  the  whole  of  his  t 
during  the  tourist  season  he  never  failed  to  rece 
an  average  of  fifteen  applications  a  week  from 
strangers  asking  for  a  day's  fishing.  Had  they  all 
been  granted  the  owner  would  never  have  had  one 
single  day  to  himself  on  his  own  water  !  So  'ware 
making  these  indiscriminate  applications  is  my 
advice. 

Though  the  river  opens  for  rods  and  nets  on 
Feb.  11,  neither  commence  work  until  about  two 
months  later,  and  I  would  not  advise  any  angler 
to  go  to  the  Awe  before  the  middle  of  May,  though 
it  would  be  worth  a  cast  earher  if  one  were  on  the 
spot,  or  in  Glasgow  or  Edinburgh.  The  cream  of 
the  angling  is  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  end 
of  J uly ;  of  course,  there  are  actually  more  fish  to 
be  seen  soon  after  Au?.  26,  when  netting  ceases 
(this  season  was  so  bad  that  I  think  they  were 
taken  off  on  the  20th),  but  they  are  then  but  dour 
bodies  and  not  keen  to  lay  hold.  After  Oct.  15 
fish  are  not  of  much  account,  and  it  would  be  as 
well  if  rod  fishing  ceased  on  that  date  instead  of  on 
the  31st ;  nevertheless,  for  those  who  like  catching 
fish,  regardless  of  their  condition,  it  must  be  stated 
that  the  last  ten  days  of  the  season  frequently  yield 
good  sport,  for  every  pool  is  well  stocked,  and 
certainly  if  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  good  eating 
October  fish,  the  Awe  is  more  likely  to  supply  it 
than  any  other  river  I  know  of.  The  whole  of 
the  hotel  water  can  be  fished  without  waders, 
although  there  are  a  few  odd  corners  where  stockings 
would  be  wanted  by  anyone  wishing  to  keep 
absolutely  dry-shod.  Grilse  which  scale  from  51b. 
to  81b.  run  in  July  and  August,  while  salmon 
range  from  101b.  up  to  501  b.,  and  though  I  myself 
have  never  had  anything  heavier  than  a  381b. 
from  the  Long  Pool,  other  "  sockdollagers  "  have 
come  under  my  notice  which  have  scaled  54|lb., 
54lb..  521b.,  481b.,  45lb.,  45lb.,  and  421b.;  the 
average  weight,  however,  can  be  put  at  181b.  The 
hotel  water  is  entirely  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
and  commences  immediately  below  the  railway 
bridge  with  Cassan  Dhu,  the  "  Black  Bason,"  often 
a  good  cast  over  deep,  black,  oily-looking  water 
overhung  by  a  high  cliff ;  the  top  of  the  pool 
requires  but  a  short  line,  the  tail  of  it  a  longer  one, 
and  here  the  Spey  cast  will  give  the  angler  a  distinct 
advantage. 

A  short  distance  below  comes  the  Yellow  Pool, 
an  easily  fished  sharp  run  of  streamy  water.  Next 
is  the  Long  Pool,  one  of  the  best  on  this  section, 
and  the  rush  of  water  at  the  neck  frequently  holds 
a  whopper.  None  of  it  is  easy  casting  as  the  fishing 
path  is  but  a  few  feet  in  width,  while  a  perpendicular 
wall  of  rock  rises  high  above  it,  and  here  again  the 
Spey  cast,  or  some  spurious  imitation  of  it,  is 
absolutely  necessary.  Below  this  is  the  "Little 
Otter,"  a  short  cast  not  of  much  account,  but 
seldom  passed  by.  Then  follows  the  "  Big  Otter, "- 
deej),  smooth  rurming  water,  easily  commanded 
from  a  pier  of  large  stones.  It  is  seldom  without 
desirable  tenant*,  who  frequently  rise  without  laying 
hold,  which  may  perhaps  be  accounted  for  by  the 
smoothness  of  the  water  and  the  concentration  of 
the  Ught  on  the  surface  of  the  pool,  which  is  shut  in 
on  either  side  by  high  black  rocks  and  dark  green 
foliage.  Next  is  the  "Red  Brae,"  good  from  the 
opposite  bank,  but  nearly  useless  from  the  hotel 
side,  as  when  it  is  in  the  very  best  order  the  hkehest 
parts  of  the  pool  cannot  be  properly  covered  even 
from  the  end  of  the  narrow  slippery  plank  which 
has  been  run  out  from  the  bank.  Then  round  a 
bend  the  "  Stepping  Stones  '■-  comes  into  sight,  an 
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ideal  pool  for  a  novice  to  commence  on,  for  it  is  a 
long,  wide  stretch  of  deep,  quick  running  water 
with  quite  an  open  bank.  It  always  holds  fish,  and 
is  consequently  flogged  incessantly  each  day,  while 
to  make  the  casting  still  easier,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  a  deep  and  rough  wade,  a  number  of  huge 
flat- topped  stones  have  been  placed  where  the  water 
begins  to  deepen  so  that  the  angler  can  hop  from 
one  to  the  other  in  comfort.  In  very  high  water 
these  stones  are  covered  and  the  fish  shelter  behind 
them,  and  then,  of  course,  the  pool  is  fished  off  the 
bank.  A  few  paces  lower  down  comes  "  Erroch'dt," 
a  short  but  holding  pool  of  boiling,  swirling 
water  with  a  tremendous  rush  close  to  the  angler's 
toes,  the  fish  lying  in  the  slack  on  the  other 
side.  From  here  many  a  good  fish  has  been 
taken,  though  many  more  have  been  lost,  for  if 
a  fish  on  feeUng  the  hook  makes  one  frantic 
rush  out  of  the  pool  the  banks  below  afford  such 
rough  going,  while  the  rocks  in  the  stream  are  so 
numerous,  that  such  a  manoeuvre  is  almost  a  certain 
prelude  to  the  cut  direct.  The  "  Cruive  Pool " 
follows,  also  a  favourite  with  the  hotel  anglers.-  It 
is  fished  from  the  end  of  a  short  stone  pier,  and 
requires  long  and  neat  casting,  and  here  again  if  a 
hooked  fish  chooses  to  descend  the  long,  rapid  rush 
of  white  water  at  the  tail  of  the  pool  the  odds  are 
greatly  against  the  angler ;  I  would  advise  a 
policy  of  hold  on  and  chance  it.  This  Cruive  itself 
is  on  the  opposite  bank  to  the  hotel  water,  and 
belongs  to  Inverawe  House,  and  as  it  often  becomes 
the  subject  of  the  frequent  anathemas  of  the  hotel 
rods,  it  may  be  stated  that  it  might  be  as  well  fixed 
at  the  summit  of  Ben  Cruachan  for  all  the  harm  it 
does,  as  three  fish  a  season  is  about  the  average 
take,  while  the  Cruive  dyke  offers  no  bar  to  the 
passage  of  fish.  The  "  Clay  Pool,"  immediately 
below,  offers  a  fine  opportunity  to  the  user  of  the 
Spey  cast ;  a  fine  wide,  rolUng  stream  of  water, 
fringed  with  low  foliage  on  either  bank,  and  a  good 
holding  pool. 

The  "Grey  Pool"  forms  a  long  reach  of  water 
looking  better  than  it  actually  is,  but  it  is  pretty 
easy  casting  from  a  succession  of  stone  piers. 
Strangers  should  be  careful  how  they  move,  for  the 
water  has  worn  the  stones  into  round  tops,  some  of 
which  are  as  slippery  as  ice ;  it  is  easy  to  take  a 
ducking  here,  as  I  know  to  my  cost.  Below  this 
comes  the  "  Race  Wall "  and  "  Crubeg,"  both  of 
them  pretty  pools  of  considerable  length,  easily 
cast,  and  each  holding  more  fish  in  the  "  back-end  " 
than  at  the  commencement  of  the  season.  This 
makes  thirteen  pools  for  the  hotel  water,  while 
until  the  end  of  June  the  three  lowest  are  but  of 
little  use,  as  fish  at  that  time  of  year  do  not  care  to 
rest  so  near  to  the  sea,  which  is  only  some  few 
hundred  yards  from  the  tail  of  Crubeg.  The 
hotel  rules  were  as  follows,  and  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  alteration : — The  ten  upper  pools  are 
divided  into  six  beats,  which  is  not  two  to  each 
rod  ;  they  are  drawn  for  each  evening.  Each  rod 
is  bound  to  employ  a  ghillie  at  3s.  6d.  a  day,  which 
does  not  include  his  lunch  and  whiskey ;  the  ghillies 
usually  fish  when  their  masters  are  idle.  When  it 
happens  that  there  are  more  than  six  rods,  then  two 
are  crammed  on  to  one  beat.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  when  the  hotel  is  crowded  the  piece  of  water 
allotted  to  each  angler  is  infinitesimal.  Fortunately 
for  those  who  go  to  Taynuilt  resolved  to  stay  for  a 
fixed  time  the  numbers  fiuctuate  daily.  When 
fishing  the  Breadalbane  and  Inverawe  anglings  of 
the  opposite  bank  I  have  seen  as  many  as  ten 
rods  and  six  ghilUes  on  the  hotel  water,  and  then, 
as  if  by  magic,  on  the  day  following  only  three 
have  appeared.  Therefore,  the  fewer  the  anglers 
the  better  the  chance  for  each.  Several  times  I 
have  been  the  only  angler  at  the  hotel,  and  so 
had  the  run  of  the  whole  water,  but  this  was  quite 
at  the  end  of  the  season,  when  I  was  visiting  at 
a  shooting  lodge  near  by.  On  one  of  these 
occasions  the  schoolmaster  at  Taynuilt  —  whose 
name  has  escaped  my  memory,  but  a  very  nice  man, 
famed  for  his  activity  and  prowess  in  running  long 
distances — came  to  me  in  the  morning  to  ask  if  I 
would  object  to  his  taking  a  cast  as  he  only  got 
the  chance  of  so  doing  but  once  or  twice  in  the 
B3ason.  Cheerfully  consenting,  and  anxious  that 
he  should  have  sport,  I  gave  him  the  best  half,  a 
matter  which,  uncouth  as  the  sentiment  may  read, 
I  shall  always  regret. 

Sending  him  then  to  Cassan  Dhu  at  the  top  of 
the  water,  I  commenced  at  Crubeg.  He  was  to 
fish  down  to  the  Stepping  Stones,  where  I  had 
agreed  to  meet  him  with  lunch.  It  was  very  cold 
weather,  and  there  had  been  mention  made  of  Irish 


stew  and  hot  toddy.  As  I  came  to  the  tail  of 
the  Clay  Pool  the  schoolmaster  came  slowly  into 
sight,  erect  as  a  well-grown  larch,  and  with  rod 
bent  double  —  a  pretty  silhouette  standing  out 
sharply  defined  against  the  grey  banks  of  the 
Cruive  Pool  beyond.  "  Foul  hookit,"  cried  he  as 
we  met,  and  httle  thinking  that  he  was  "into" 
anything  extraordinary,  and  urged  to  fresh  exer- 
tions by  the  sight  of  my  straight  rod  and  his 
bent  one,  I  pressed  forward  to  see  if  I  could  not 
put  matters  on  an  equahty  in  the  Cruive.  Had  I 
only  known  what  was  at  the  end  of  his  line,  I 
would  certainly  have  stood  by  to  see  the  finish  of  a 
wonderful  fight,  which  only  eventually  ended  at 
the  tail  of  Crubeg,  out  of  which  it  was  impossible 
to  follow  a  fish. 

On  returning  to  the  hotel  in  the  dusk  I  found  a 
splendid  fifty-four  pounder  lying  on  the  doorstep, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  suppress  a  pang  of  regret 
that  I  had  lost  the  chance  of  a  lifetime.  The 
monster  had  been  hooked  in  Cassan  Dhu,  and  had 
made  its  way  from  pool  to  pool  down  the  whole 
mile  of  the  hotel  water,  and  those  who  already 
know  it  will  fully  recognise  that  I  have  not  said 
one  word  too  much  about  this  remarkable  feat. 
It  should  be  mentioned  that  this  fish  laid  hold 
of  a  fly  with  a  yellow  seal  or  pig's  wool  body, 
silver  tinsel,  yellow  hackle  over  it,  jay  wing  at 
shoulder  and  red  turkey  wing,  dressed  on  a  double 
hook  of  an  inch  long,  one  barb  of  which  was  found 
broken  when  the  fish  was  landed.  The  hotel 
water  is  free  to  all  anglers  staying  in  the  house  who 
put  their  names  down  prior  to  the  draw  for  pools 
each  evening ;  the  hotel  charges  are  much  the 
same  as  prevail  all  through  Scotland  in  the  other 
angUng  hotels  ;  those  who  are  content  with  Bass 
and  whisky-and-soda  get  off  for  about  a  pound  a 
day,  which  includes  ghilhe  and  all  else.  Private 
sitting-rooms,  bedroom  fires,  wines,  etc.,  are,  of 
course,  extras.  Conveyances  to  and  from  the  river 
are  quite  unnecessary.  With  regard  to  sea-trout 
there  are  at  times  large  quantities  of  these  sporting 
fish  ;  the  first  run  begins  early  in  June  and  consists 
of  splendid  plump  fellows  of  from  21b.  to  41b. ; 
these  are  followed  in  July  by  a  more  numerous  but 
smaller-sized  run  averaging  about  Jib.  So  far  as 
my  experience  goes  none  of  them  rest  for  long  in 
any  of  the  hotel  pools,  though  now  and  again  I 
have  had  fair  sport  with  the  smaller  ones  in  Crubeg 
and  on  the  shallows  of  the  Stepping  Stones  and  the 
Grey  Pool,  from  which  latter  on  one  June  day  I 
once  took  six  which  weighed  181b.  In  July  and 
August  they  take  well  at  night,  and  then  some 
heavy  baskets  have  been  made  from  the  two  tidal 
pools — the  lower  one  being  the  best.  They  are  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Kaird,  the  tacksman,  with  whom 
arrangements  for  permission  can  usually  be  made 
at  a  trifling  outlay.  The  best  flies  for  the  sea- 
trout  of  the  Awe  are  dressed  as  follows  : — Size  8  or 
9  Limerick  hooks ;  tail,  sprig  of  golden  pheasant 
ruff ;  tag,  two  turns  of  fine  silver  twist ;  body,  black 
seal  or  floss  with  wide  spirals  of  very  narrow  silver 
tinsel,  black  hackle ;  wings  of  dark  mallard  wing, 
not  the  mottled  brown  scapular  feathers  lying 
behind  the  wing,  but  fibres  of  the  actual  wing 
feather  ;  if  this  is  varied  with  a  yellow  body  and  a 
red  cock's  hackle  the  angler  will  not  want  any 
further  selection  with  which  to  approach  the  sea- 
trout  of  this  river.  It  may  be  as  well  to  mention 
that  the  adjacent  little  river  Nant  can  also  be  fished 
from  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee, 
but  very  few  salmon  or  sea-trout  ascend  it  until 
quite  late  in  the  season,  and  it  is  only  worth  a  trial 
now  and  then,  after  an  autumn  flood  when  a  worm 
will  be  a  far  more  killing  lure  than  a  fly.  From 
the  hotels  of  Port  Sonachan,  Taychreggan,  and 
Loch  Awe  salmon  may  at  times  be  killed  by 
trolling  on  the  loch,  and  though  thirty  years  ago 
the  capture  of  one  was  a  rare  event,  the  numbers 
taken  in  this  way  are  steadily  increasing,  and  it 
would  almost  seem  that  if  salmon  in  large  numbers 
were  allowed  to  reach  the  loch  in  the  spring  and 
early  summer  that  then  the  angling  in  June,  July, 
and  August  would  perhaps  become  nearly  as  pro- 
ductive and  remunerative  as  that  of  Loch  Tay  in 
January,  February,  and  March. 

The  brown  trout  of  Loch  Awe  are  well  worth  catch- 
ing for  they  rim  fairly  large — five  will  weigh  21b. — 
but  the  ravages  of  the  pike  and  hard  fishing,  and 
the  incessant  taking  out  without  any  attempt  at 
restocking,  have  greatly  reduced  their  numbers,  and 
at  present  a  dozen  in  the  day  is  thought  pretty  good. 
In  May  1857,  we  killed  our  first  trout  from  Ederline 
House,  and  in  those  days  three  to  five  dozen  was 
quite  a  matter  of  course  to  two  rods  fishing  from 


one  boat.  A  few  days  after  the  capture  of  our 
first  trout  wo  had  the  luck  to  hook  and  land  a  lOIb. 
ferox,  and  in  those  days  these  great  fellows  were 
also  far  oftener  in  evidence  than  they  are  now. 
Indeed,  for  many  years  ray  host  hold  the  record  for 
Scotland  with  a  monster  of  29Jlb.  only  eventually 
to  be  ousted  from  the  pride  of  place  by  the  late 
Mr.  Muir,  of  Innistrynich.  who  took  from  a  little 
above  the  top  of  the  Brander  Pool,  when  fishing 
for  salmon  with  a  fly,  a  veritable  whale  of  39.yb., 
which  I  believe  to  be  the  heaviest  ever  got. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  LATE  MR.  ROBERT  S. 
BARTLEET. 


One  of  the  few  last  remaining  personal  links 
binding  the  Redditch  of  the  early  part  of  last 
century  to  the  changed  conditions  of  the  Redditch 
of  to-day  was  severed  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Robert 
Smith  Bartleet,  magistrate  and  deputy-heutenant  of 
the  county,  who  passed  peacefully  away,  in  his 
eighty-first  year,  at  his  residence,  the  "  Shrubbery," 
Redditch.  For  some  years  Mr.  Bartleet  has  taken 
but  a  small  part  in  public  affairs,  but  his  retire- 
ment from  active  participation  in  business  and 
pubUc  work  is  only  of  a  comparatively  recent  date, 
and  he  had  prior  to  that  taken  so  active  and 
prominent  a  part  in  public  life  and  was  so  well- 
known  by  the  townspeople  that  the  news  of  his 
death  could  not  but  come  as  a  painful  shock  to 
those  among  whom  he  had  for  so  many  years  lived 
and  moved  and  laboured. 

To  give  even  a  brief  and  necessarily  incomplete 
outline  of  the  life  and  public  work  of  Mr.  Robert 
S.  Bartleet — or  Captain  Bartleet,  as  he  was  formerly 
more  generally  known — is  to  give  a  history  of 
Redditch  for  the  better  part  of  a  century.  When 
Mr.  Bartleet  was  born  George  IV.  had  been  but 
two  years  upon  the  EngUsh  throne,  so  that  he 
lived  under  four  monarchs. 

For  sixty  years  the  deceased  gentleman  was 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  prominent  figures 
in  the  needle  district,  and  in  that  time,  busily  as 
he  was  occupied  in  building  up  the  large  needle 
and  fishing  tackle  business  which  for  so  many 
years  he  controlled,  and  from  which  he  only  a  few 
years  ago  retired,  he  yet  found  time  to  take  a 
leading  part  in  all  that  tended  to  the  moral  and 
material  weKare  and  progress  of  the  town. 

About  1861  the  deceased  gentleman  was  appointed 
deputy-heutenant  of  the  county  by  the  late  Lord 
Lyttelton,  and  he  held  the  office  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  Mr.  Bartleet  took  great  interest  in 
Volunteering  matters  in  the  early  histoiy  of  the 
movement.  The  minutes  and  other  records  still 
extant  show  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  attended 
the  first  meeting  held  at  the  Unicorn  Hotel  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  and  practicability  of  forming 
a  Rifle  Volunteer  Company.  The  company — then 
the  17th  Worcestershire  Rifle  Volunteers,  and  later 
the  "  H  "  Company  of  the  2nd  Volunteer  Battalion 
Worcestershire  Regiment — was  formed  in  1860,  and 
Mr.  Bartleet  was  the  first  to  be  appointed  to  its 
command.  He  held  the  captaincy  for  about  ten 
years.  His  lieutenants  were  the  late  Colonel  V. 
Milward,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  W.  Boulton,  the  command 
of  the  company  being  taken  by  the  late  Colonel 
Milward  on  Mr.  Bartleet's  retirement.  Following 
Captain  V.  Milward's  promotion  the  command  of 
the  company  devolved  in  turn  upon  the  late  Mr. 
William  Avery,  and  then  upon  Mr.  Bartleet's  eldest 
son,  the  present  Colonel  H.  S.  Birtleet.  It  is 
needless  for  us  to  say  that  at  present  the  company 
commander  is  Major  C.  F.  Milward. 

The  deceased  gentleman's  interest  in  antiquarian 
and  archaeological  affairs  led  to  local  researches 
being  made,  which  yielded  results  of  the  highest 
interest  and  considerable  local  importance.  In  the 
year  1862,  at  his  initiation  and  entirely  at  his  own 
expense,  excavations  were  made  of  the  old  Cis- 
tercian Abbey  of  Bordesley,  situated  about  a  mile 
to  the  north-east  of  Redditch.  One  result  of  the 
excavations  was  the  compilation  of  a  fully  illus- 
trated and  very  complete  history  of  the  Abbey  by 
the  late  Mr.  James  Mills  Woodward. 

As  head  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Messrs.  Wm. 
Bartleet  &  Sons,  needle,  fish-hook,  and  fishing 
tackle  manufacturers,  the  deceased  gentleman  was 
a  large  employer  of  labour,  and  formerly  took  a 
leading  part  in  all  movements  connected  with  the 
industries  of  the  district.  He  has  taken  but  Uttle 
part  or  interest  in  business  matters  for  the  past  ten 
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years,  the  present  head  of  the  firm  being  the  de- 
ceased's eldest  son.  Colonel  H.  S.  Bartleet.  Mrs. 
Bartleet,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Stock,  of 
Northfield,  survives  her  husband.  The  deceased 
gentleman  leaves  several  sons  and  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  married,  the  head  of  the  family  being 
now  Colonel  H.  S.  Bartleet,  J.P.  The  news  of 
Mr.  Bartleet's  death  evoked  widespread  expressions 
of  sympathy  and  regret  throughout  the  town  and 
district,  and  from  many  other  parts  of  the  coimty 
where  the  deceased  gentleman  was  well-known  and 
had  many  friends. — From  the  Rcdditch  Indicator. 


TKOUT  FLIES  AND 

FLY-DEE  SSING. 

LETTERS  FROM  MY  DAD. 
By  Alan  Grange. 


LETTER  I. 

Gibraltar,  Dec.  20,  18—. 

Dear  Old  Son, — It  has  given  me  great  pleasure 
to  hear  that  you  have  chosen  to  lay  out  your 
birthday  present  in  a  fly-rod,  and  that  you  have  got 
my  old  friend  M.  to  pick  you  out  a  good  one  vtdth 
reel  and  line  to  match.  I  hope  he  will  also  be  able 
to  give  you  a  few  lessons  how  to  cast  a  fly.  You 
have  some  nice  trouting  streams  within  easy  reach 
of  your  school,  an  advantage  which  your  Dad  never 
had.  I  hope  the  pocket-money  has  gone  far  enough 
to  set  you  up  with  a  gut  east  or  two  and  a  small 
stock  of  flies  to  begin  upon,  but  in  ease  of  accidents 
I  send  you  a  p.o.o.  to  help  you  to  buy  some.  I 
foresee  trouble,  however,  when  you  come  to  the  end 
of  your  stock  of  flies,  and  the  pocket-money  won't 
run  to  getting  some  more — and  pocket-money 
doesn't  go  very  far  when  one  is  twelve,  does  it  ? 
So  I  think,  if  you  wish  to  become  a  fly  fisherman  in 
real  earnest,  you  will  be  wise  to  learn  how  to  make 
your  flies  for  yourself.  You  will  find  it  ever  so 
much  cheaper,  and  the  pleasure  of  catching  trout 
with  your  own  flies  is  ten  times  that  of  catching  them 
with  shop-made  flies. 

I  have,  therefore,  asked  your  mother  to  look  out 
and  send  you  one  or  two  books  on  the  subject  from 
my  little  angling  library.  But  books,  after  all,  never 
tell  you  just  the  things  you  want  to  know,  and  so  if 
it  won't  bore  you  too  much  I  am  going  to  jot  you 
down  a  few  simple  instructions  of  the  kind  which 
the  books  don't  give. 

First  of  all,  fly  fishing  is  the  art  of  making  fish 
seize  a  hook  dressed  with  feathers  and  other  things, 
called  "  a  fly,"  either  from  hunger,  curiosity,  or 
sheer  viciousness.  Of  these  hunger  is  the  safest  to 
count  upon,  and  it  is  therefore  best  to  imitate  the 
things  which  your  fish  (trout  or  grayling,  for 
instance)  eat  just  under  or  on  the  surface. 

If  you  go  to  the  riverside  at  the  right  time  in  the 
season,  you  will  often  see  the  trout  making  rings  on 
the  surface  as  they  come  up  to  take  something 
on  or  just  under  the  surface.  This  is  called 
"  rising."  and  the  rings  are  called  "  rises."  As  he 
rises  the  trout  opens  his  mouth  and  at  the  same 
time  he  op?ns  his  gills,  causing  a  current  of  water  to 
be  sucked  into  his  mouth  with  the  fly  in  it.  If  the 
fly  be  your  artificial  fly,  then  is  the  time  to  pull  it  into 
the  flesh  of  the  fish's  mouth  and  you  have  him  fast. 

Now,  the  bulk  of  the  flies  which  the  trout  usually 
take  are  of  three  kinds  :  One  (the  Dun  class),  shaped 
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Fig.  3. 


like  this  (Fig.  1)  ;  the  second  (or  Sedge  Fly  class), 
shaped  like  moths,  thus  (Fig.  2)  ;  and  the  third 
(or  Stone  Fly  class),  shaped  Uke  this  (Fig.  3). 

There  are  a  number  of  others  more  or  less  impor- 
tint  of  which  I  will  tell  you  later,  but  these  two  wU 
do  ti  begin  with,  and  if  you  can  imitate  these  nicely, 
you  can  also  imitate  the  others. 

The  first  class  of  flies  can  be  divided  into  four 
grjjts — (1)  The  May  Flies  or  Green  Drakes,  with  which 
on  a  Yorkshire  stream  you  are  not  likely  to  have 
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much  to  do.  This  is  the  biggest. 
Browns— about  this  size  (Fig.  4). 


(2)  The  March 

(3)  The  OUve 


and  Yellow  Duns  —  two  sizes  (Fig.  f),  same  as 
Fig.  1,  and  Fig.  6).  (4)  The  Iron  Blue  Duns— 
about  this  size  (Fig.  7). 

The  flies  of  the  second  class  are  less  easy  to  classify, 
and  range  from  about  this  size  (Fig.  8)  to  this  (Fig.  9) 
according  to  the  season. 

The  Stone  Flies  comprise  the  Stone  Fly  proper 
(often  called  the  May  Fly  in  the  North),  which  it  is 
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Fig.  11. 


practically  impossible  to  imitate  successfully  ;  the 
Willow  Fly  or  Needle  Brown  (Fig.  10),  which  comes 
in  spring  and  autumn  ;  the  February  Red  or  Early 
Brown,  which  is  a  standard  fly  in  the  northern 
counties  (Fig.  11) ;  and  the  Yellow  Sally,  which 
comes  about  July. 

In  a  later  letter  I  will  tell  you  something  about 
the  way  to  imitate  these  flies  with  such  materials 
as  you  are  Ukely  to  be  able  to  get,  but  first  I  will  tell 
you  what  to  get  and  how  and  where  to  get  it,  and 
what  simple  tools  you  had  better  have. 


Your  affectionate 


Dad. 


LETTER  IL 


Dee.  30,  18- 


Well,  to  revert  to  our  fly  fishing  and  fly  dressing. 
You  will  want  hooks,  gut  to  tie  them  to,  silk  to  tie 
with,  M'ax — to  make 
the  silk  bite  on  the 
hook  and  the  gut — • 
and  materials  for  the 
bodies  and  wings. 

The  hooks  you  will 
need  are  not  of  many 
sizes — No.  00,  No.  0, 
No.  LNo.  2,  and  No.  3 
(new  series)  ;  No.  16, 
No.  1.5,  No.  14,  No.  13, 
and  No.  12  (old 
series),  will  probably 
be  enough.  The  best 
kinds  for  you  will  be 
the  sneck  bend  and 
the  Carlisle  round 
bend.  Here  is  a  pic- 
ture of  these  bends 
for  the  sizes  you 
require  (Figs.  12  and 
13).  Get  M.  to  give 
you  his  worn-out  flies, 

and  scrape  off  the  flies  from  the  hooks,  carefully 
noticing  what  they  are  made  of  and  how  they  are 
tied.  Get  yourself  a  couple  of  dozen  hooks  of 
each  size  of  one  bend — whichever  you  prefer.  I 
prefer  the  sneck.  They  should  cost  you  4d.  a  dozen 
of  any  good  tackle  makers.  Don't  buy  cheap 
rubbish. 

Gut  you  can  get  in  lOin.  lengths  at  Gd.  for  twenty- 
Fig.  12.  Sneck  Bend. 


which  will  last  you  through  the  season.  Have 
nothing  to  do  with  cobblers'  wax. 

Then  you  want  some  tying  silk,  which  you  should 
have  in  five  colours.  Straw  colour,  primrose,  ( range, 
crimson,  and  purple.  They  will  cost  you  a  penny  a 
skein  of  the  same  firms.  When  you  get  them  you 
can  e'.ther  cut  them  into  lengths  and  leave  them 
loose  in  an  envelope,  or  you  can  wind  them  on  to  a 
reel — with  clean  hands. 

Then  you  want  a  pair  of  hackle  pliers  like  this 
(Fig.  14),  6d.,  and  a  pair  of  fine  pointed  scissors, 


Fig.  14.  Hackle  Pliers. 

Is.  6d.,  which  you  can  get  from  the  same  firm — and 
you  are  ready  to  begin  to  look  for  materials. 

I  daresay  you  know  a  gamekeeper.    Get  h''  ' 
knock  you  over  a  brace  of  starhngs — one  ; 
cock  bird  and  the  other  younger.    If  j^ou  ha' 
a  single  starling,  that  will  do  to  begin  upon, 
say  your  gamekeeper  friend  will  also  get  you  a  hen 
blackbird,  a  fieldfare,  a  thrush,  and  a  jay,  and  the 
poulterers  with  whom  your  mother  deals  in  the 
Christmas  hoUdays  will  give  you  feathers  from 
pheasants,    partridges,    snipe,    woodcock,  golden 
plover,  and  peewits,  as  well  as  hackles  from  common 
poultry,  if  you  treat  him  nicely.    Rabbit  fur  and 
hare's  fur,  too. 

You  can  easily  catch  a  mole  and  a  water-rat  if 
you  are  half  the  boy  I  take  you  for.  Your  game- 
keeper friend  will  perhaps  supply  you  \vith  a  squirrel 
skin.  Then,  with  some  odds  and  ends  of  wool  and 
crewels,  both  worsted  and  silk,  from  your  mother's 
work-basket,  and  a  couple  of  peacock's  eye  feathers 
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Fig.  13.  Carlisle  Round  Bend. 


five  from  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  of  John-street-road, 
Clerkenwell,  London,  and  I  daresay  elsewhere. 
You  had  better  get  it  of  the  strengths  known  as  xx 
and  XXX.  The  smaller  flies  can  be  tied  on  the 
finer  gut  xxx  and  the  larger  flies  on  the  xx. 

Any  harness-maker  will  give  you  for  a  half- 
penny (and  probably  for  nothing)  a  piece  of  wax 


Fig.  1G.  Secondary  Quill  Feather. 


from  the  mantelpiece,  there  you  are  with  quite  a  nice 
little  stock.  But  you  will  want  to  know  what 
feathers  to  select  and  what  to  reject. 

From  your  hen  blackbird  cut  off  the  wings  neatly 
at  the  shoulder  and  pick  some  of  the  ohve  feathers 
from  the  back  and  breast.  The  rest  of  the  bird  is 
useless  to  you.  The  useful  feathers  in  the  wings  are 
the  quill  feathers,  known  as  the  primaries,  hke  this 
(Fig.  15),  and  secondaries,  like  this  (Fig.  16),  and 
the  soft  feathers  under  the  wing  and  on  the  knot  of 
the  shoulder. 

The  fieldfare's  wings  should  be  cut  ofif  in  the  same 
way,  and  the  soft,  filmy  feathers  from  the  middle  of 
the  back  to  the  tail  should  be  pulled  off  and  put  in 
a  square-shaped  envelope.  I  recommend  you  to 
keep  all  small  feathers  in  envelopes  of  the  same  size 
and  shape.  Pull  off  the  flue  from  the  feathers  before 
putting  them  away,  write  on  the  outside  of  each 
envelope  what  it  contains,  and  keep  your  collection 
together  in  a  biscuit- tin  of  suitable  size,  each  kind 
1  of  feather  separate. 

I  The  wings  of  the  jay  are  the  only  useful  part  of 
j  the  bird.  From  the  partridge  you  take  a  good  deal, 
i  Feathers  from  the  breast,  white  speckled  with  black 
I  (known  as  grey  partridge),  feathers  from  the  back, 
1  freckled  brown  and  black  (known  as  brown  part- 
ridge), the  tail  feathers  and  the  lower  and  broader 
feathers  (secondaries)  from  the  wing. 

The  pheasant  is  also  a  useful  bird.  From  the 
cock  pheasant  you  take  the  secondaries,  and  the 
metallic  feathers,  greeny  blue  black,  from  the  neck, 
and  the  ruddy  feathers  just  below  them  on  the  breast 
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tipped  with  black.  The  centre  tail  feather  and 
some  of  the  smaller  tail  feathers  at  each  side  of  the 
tail  of  a  smoky  freckled  grey  with  black  underside. 
From  the  hen  you  take  all  the  tail  feathers,  the 
secondary  wing  feathers,  and  a  selection  from  the 
breast  and  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  the  small,  broad, 
blunt-pointed  feathers  from  under  the  wing. 

The  golden  plover  wings  are  no  use,  but  from  the 
neck  and  the  shoulder  knot  and  the  side  of  the  neck 
and  breast  you  can  get  some  very  useful  feathers 
flecked  with  yellow. 

The  green  plover  (peewit  or  lapwing)  has  a  crest, 
or  topping,  which  you  should  take,  and  some  dehcate 
sheeny  feathers  on  his  back  between  the  wings  and 
on  his  shoulder,  which  you  ought  to  have. 

The  snipe's  usefulness  is  confined  to  its  wings  and 
tail  and  the  side  of  the  throat.  You  should  cut  off 
the  wings  whole,  and  use  the  primaries  and  the 
shoulder  feathers  and  the  long  bladed  grey  feathers 
with  white  tips  under  the  wing.  Be  sure  also  to  get 
the  loose  filmy  feathers  from  over  the  tail.  They 
make  an  unsurpassable  March  Brown. 

The  starUng  is  an  invaluable  bird.  The  old  cock 
has  a  beautiful  glossy  purple  crest.  Pick  every 
feather  of  it.  Also  a  lot  of  the  glossy  green  feathers 
from  the  back  and  sides,  and  cut  off  the  wings  for 
the  sake  of  the ,  primaries,  secondaries,  shoulder 
feathers,  and  soft  fawn-edged  feathers  underneath. 
The  primaries  and  secondaries  are  darker  in  an  old 
bird  than  in  a  younger  bird. 

The  younger  bird  will  be  nearly  as  useful.  Take 
the  same  parts,  and  if  it  is  a  hen  bird,  pull  the  tail 
feathers  also.  They  are  a  dull  black  edged  mth 
brown.  When  nesting  time  comes  round  see  if  you 
can  catch  two  or  three  young  starlings  fully  fledged, 
but  before  they  fly.  The  wings  before  the  birds 
leave  the  nest  and  get  into  the  s\m  are  much  hghter 
and  are  most  useful  for  winging  pale  duns. 

The  wings  of  the  thrush  should  be  secured,  and 
nearly  every  feather  of  a  woodcock  except  the  tail 
feathers  and  the  flue-Uke  feathers  on  the  body.  If 
you  can  get  the  wings  as  a  whole  so  much  the  better. 
The  wings  of  most  small  birds  can  be  cut  off  and 
they  will  scarcely  bleed  at  all.  They  soon  dry  and 
do  not  smell  bad. 

In  August  you  will  find  landrails  and  grouse  at 
the  poulterers.  The  wings  of  a  landrail  and  some 
of  the  blue-grey  breast  feathers  are  useful.  That 
reminds  me  that  similar  feathers  (wings  and  breast 
feathers)  of  the  moorhen  are  useful.  In  getting 
grouse  feathers  be  sure  and  get  a  young  bird  with 
the  flat  dagger-shaped  feathers  imder  the  wing  a  pale 
grey  all  over.  If  they  are  dark  or  marked  with 
white,  the  bird  is  too  old  for  that  feather  to  be  good. 
Some  ruddy  and  black  and  yellow  and  black  feathers 
from  the  shoulder  and  neck  and  back  should  also  be 
picked. 

The  small  soft  feathers  from  necks,  backs, 
shoulders,  and  under-wings  of  birds  are  called 
hackles.  So  are  the  feathers  on  the  necks  of  cocks 
and  hens.  But  it  is  getting  late  and  I  think  I  must 
tell  you  about  these  in  another  letter. — Ever  your 
affectionate  Dad. 

(To  be  continued.) 


IN  A  LINCOLNSHIKE  DEAIN. 

The  wet  roofs  and  roads  of  Lincoln  shone  with 
a  greasy  glimmer  under  the  rays  of  the  dimly- 
burning  lamps  as  I  drew  up  my  bedroom  blind  on 
a  morning  in  late  November.  My  window  com- 
manded a  view  of  the  valley  of  the  Witham,  but 
the  river  and  its  surroundings  were  completely 
blotted  out  by  the  mists  which  had  risen  and  spread 
until  they  formed  a  mass  apparently  solid  enough 
to  walk  upon;  This  stretched  from  the  lower  part 
of  the  town  to  the  gentle  eminence  of  Can  wick  Hill 
upon  the  opposite  bank. 

A  hasty  breakfast  and,  equipped  with  heavy 
boots,  gaiters,  and  overcoat,  I  made  my  way  to  the 
lock  in  quest  of  the  craft  which  was  to  convey  an 
angling  party  to  Bardney,  nine  miles  down  stream. 
As  I  burrowed  my  way  into  the  fog  and  reached 
the  water  side,  I  was  dimly  conscious,  more  by  sound 
than  sight,  of  other  "  people  that  walked  in  dark- 
ness," and  I  peered  through  the  mist  in  an  attempt 
to  identify  the  vague,  shadowy  forms  that  loomed 
up  before  me.  I  knew  that  only  fishermen  would 
be  Ukely  to  be  out  on  such  a  morning,  and  I  soon 
perceived  two  forms  equipped  with  the  square  seat- 
basket  and  the  long-handled  landing-net,  with  fixed 
ring,  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  SheflSeld  and  Lincoln- 
ahire  anglerj 


Our  craft  was  waiting  for  us.  She  had  apparently 
been  an  old  college  barge,  with  a  raised  deck  and 
sloping  sides,  well  lit  by  a  number  of  windows. 
From  the  cabin  chimney  aft  volumes  of  smoke  were 
pouring,  and  I  found  afterwards  that  many  of  the 
party  availed  themselves  of  the  fire  to  make  their 
breakfasts  on  the  way. 

Our  motive  power  was  a  sturdy  pony.  Steam 
was  got  up  by  administering  a  hearty  whack  with 
a  stick  and  a  vigorous  "  G'lang,"  and  our  craft  was 
well  under  weigh  as  Great  Tom  of  Lincoln  boomed 
out  the  hour  of  seven  from  the  tower  of  the 
Cathedral. 

The  party,  numbering  over  twenty,  settled  down 
to  various  ways  in  passing  the  time.  Some  were 
busily  engaged  in  despatching  their  breakfasts, 
others  joined  in  a  game  of  cards,  while  a  few,  myself 
included,  took  our  posts  by  the  bow  to  while  away 
the  time  by  angling  yams  and  viewing  the  river. 
To  anyone  accustomed  to  the  diversified  scenery  of 
the  Thames  the  valley  of  the  Witham  appears 
wretchedly  monotonous.  A  narrow  stream  bordered 
by  a  strip  of  grass -grown  foreshore  on  each  side, 
which  strip  is  bounded  in  its  turn  by  a  raised  bank 
to  keep  the  river  within  control  during  floods. 
Mile  after  mile  was  the  same,  the  only  reUef  to  the 
eye  was  by  looking  back  to  where  the  noble  edifice 
of  the  Cathedral  towering  above  the  mists  was 
catching  the  first  rays  of  the  winter  sun. 

Over  the  banks  on  either  side  lay  stretching  out 
to  the  horizon  the  wide  expanse  of  the  Lincolnshire 
fens.  Soot-black  earth,  intersected  by  innumer- 
able dykes  in  place  of  hedges,  was  the  character- 
istic of  the  landscape.  So  watery  is  the  nature  of 
the  country  that  it  is  a  current  popular  assertion — 
Ubellous,  no  doubt— that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fens  are  born  with  webbed-feet  and  yellow  belhes. 

A  mile  or  so  above  our  destination  we  came  to 
what  is  locally  termed  "  The  Staunch."  It  is  really 
a  kind  of  weir  over  which  the  surplus  water  flows, 
leaving  from  thence  to  Bardney  perfectly  dead 
water  in  the  main  river.  .  Several  of  our  party 
landed  here,  meaning  to  fish  along  the  backwater 
until  it  rejoined  the  Witham  again  below  Bardney. 
On  the  termination  of  our  voyage,  rods  and  baskets 
were  hurriedly  thrown  ashore',  and  each  one  hastily 
departed  to  secure  his  favourite  swim  or  reach  of 
water.  As  I  was  a  stranger  I  took  the  advice  of 
an  old  local  angler  to  try  the  Sincil  Drain.  I 
secured  a  pitch  just  below  the  long  wooden  bridge. 
I  found  my  roach-pole  by  no  means  well  adapted 
for  this  style  of  fishing,  but  managed  by  dispensing 
with  the  bottom  joint  to  use  it  something  in  the 
fashion  of  a  Nottingham  rod,  though  it  was  very 
clumsy  to  throw  out  with  and  made  my  arm  ache 
before  the  day  was  over.  I  found  a  fairly  stiff  fly 
rod  a  much  more  convenient  tool  on  other 
occasions. 

I  fitted  up  with  my  lightest  float  and  tackle, 
fishing  about  tliree  feet  deep,  and  baiting  with  a 
weU-scoured  brandling.  The  second  swim  I  thought 
I  perceived  a  bite,  and  the  third  I  made  certain  of 
both  bite  and  fish,  a  nice  roach  of  nearly  ^Ib.  For 
an  hour  or  two  the  sport  continued  good,  and  I 
was  kept  too  busily  engaged  to  give  any  attention 
to  my  feUow  anglers.  There  were  nearly  a  dozen 
within  hail,  and  I  found  that  most  of  them  had 
been  getting  fish,  but,  if  anything,  I  had  the 
advantage  of  them  in  size.  The  Sincil  Drain,  in 
which  I  was  fishing,  runs  alongside  the  river  from 
Bardney  to  the  further  side  of  the  town  of  Lincoln. 
It  is  useless  for  fishing  in  the  summer,  but  as  soon 
as  the  winter  rains  cause  the  water  to  rise  the  fish 
flock  up  it  in  myriads,  and  anglers  in  dozens  in 
pursuit  of  them. 

Sport  fluctuated  considerably  during  the  day, 
but  every  minute  or  two  a  fish,  large  or  small,  was 
brought  to  bank  somewhere  within  view.  When 
my  own  particular  swim  appeared  exhausted  for 
the  time  I  walked  a  dozen  or  two  yards  up  the 
drain  and  allowed  the  gentle  current  to  take  the 
bait  down,  carefully  following  it  along  the  bank. 
It  was  seldom  I  failed  to  get  one  or  more  fish 
during  each  journey,  but  it  was  a  job  for  which 
good  boots  were  required,  as  the  soft,  alluvial  soil, 
from  which  the  water  had  recently  receded,  soon 
tramped  into  a  pasty  mud.  I  also  put  out  a  live 
bait  for  jack,  but  on  this  occasion  had  no  success, 
though  others  of  the  party  were  more  lucky. 

A  raw,  cold  wmd  sprang  up  towards  the  after- 
noon, and  made  us  the  less  regretful  when  the 
gathering  gloom  put  an  end  to  our  sport,  though 
we  continued  to  follow  the  white  specks  of  our  float 
tops  with  eager  eyes  as  long  as  the  daylight  would 
serve.;    Rods  were  packed  at  last,  and  by  ones  and 


twos  we  returned  to  our  craft.  Tlie  attendant  had 
been  on  board  for  some  time  previous,  and  we  were 
greeted  on  our  return  by  a  glowing  fire  and  ft 
steaming  kettle.  The  "cup  that  cheers"  consoled 
our  homeward  way,  the  card  party  resumed  theit 
game,  some  read,  and  some  dozed,  until  the  bumfp' 
of  our  vessel  against  the  landing-stage  denoted  the' 
end  of  the  journey. 

The  score  of  roach  I  could  not  exactly  compute^ 
but  if  I  put  it  at  an  average  of  at  least  two  dozetl 
per  man  I  should  be  well  within  the  mark.  Pike, 
too,  were  well  in  evidence  ;  about  fifteen  fish  were 
to  the  credit  of  our  party,  ranging  in  weight  from 
31b.  to  Tjlb.  Altogether,  many  a  London  angler 
might  do  worse  than  parallel  my  experience  of  a 
day's  fishing  in  a  Lincolnshire  drain. 

Lobworm: 


"  THE  ADVEETISER'S  ABC:  THE 
STANDAED  ADVEETISEMENT 
PEESS  DIEECTOEY." 


With  the  edition  for  1903  "  The  Advertiser's 
ABC"  reaches  its  seventeenth  annual  issue,  and, 
as  the  standard  work  of  its  class,  it  has  become 
indispensable  to  a  large  and  important  section  of 
the  community.  The  book,  as  usual,  comprises  the 
following  sections  : — 

a  Advertisement  Picture  Gallery. 

b  Directory  in  Brief  and  Indices. 

c  London  Newspapers,  Magazines,  etc. 

d  Provincial  Newspapers,  etc.,  and 

e  Colonial,  American,  and  Foreign  Papers — 
so  that  the  Press  of  the  whole  world  may  be  said 
to  be  embraced  within  its  pages.  The  lists  of 
papers  have  in  each  case  been  thoroughly  revised 
and  brought  up  to  date,  those  of  places  outside  the 
United  Kingdom  having  been  corrected  by  com- 
petent authorities  in  the  countries  concerned. 

There  are  several  articles  of  special  value  to 
business  firms,  including  one  on  the  British  Empire, 
and  others  on  India  and  the  British  Colonies,  Art 
in  Advertising,  etc. 

According  to  the  Editor's  calculation,  the  number 
of  papers  and  magazines  pubhshed  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  which  accept  advertisements  is  as 
follows : 

London  Newspapers  and  Periodicals  (in- 
cluding Suburban)         . .        . .        . .  954 

Provincial  Newspapers  and  Magazines  . .  2378 
London  Magazines.  Reviews,  etc. . .        . .  1421 

Total   4753 

It  is  deserving  of  special  notice  that  the  present 
edition  of  the  Directory  has  been  printed  through- 
out on  a  fine  art  paper,  and  that  it  is  a  most  excel- 
lent typographical  production.  There  are  over 
1100  pages,  and  the  book  is  handsomely  bound  in 
red  cloth,  with  gilt  lettering.  The  work  is,  as  usual, 
pubhshed  at  half-a-guinea  by  T.  B.  Browne,  Ltd., 
163,  Queen  Victoria-street,  London,  E.C. 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  Cutcliffk,  F.R.C.S. 

{Continued  from  page  4.) 
CHAPTER  IV  .—continued. 
We  will  now  begin,  if  you  please,  the  season. 
Winter  with  snow  and  frost  is  ceasing  ;  the  sun 
begins  to  show  our  nearer  proximity  to  him  ;  the 
marshes  over  which  so  recently  we  wandered, 
frozen,  and  perhaps  white  with  snow,  in  search 
of  the  swift-flying,  twisting  snipe,  are  now 
assuming  a  drier  and  greener  appearance ;  the 
coverts  through  which  we  have  toiled  for  the 
woodcock — to  the  sportsman,  the  grand  and 
supreme  attraction  in  covert  shooting — are  now 
becoming  lively  and  animated  by  the  presence  and 
voice  of  woodlark  and  other  innumerable  small 
birds  of  merry,  cheerful  voice,  though  less  musical 
perhaps  in  note.  We  have  lost  the  cold  blast  of 
winter,  and  a  dehciously  soothing,  refreshing, 
gentle   breeze   sighs  through  the  branches   of  the 

•  From  that  capital  little  work,  "  The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low;  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  3s.  Cd.,  post  free. 
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trees,  and  as  it  passes,  and  we  hear  it  higher  in  the 
dale,  we  are  reminded  that  tempestuous  winter  is 
disappearing,    and   exhilarating   spring   is  again 
returning — stimulating  our  hopes  of  enjoyment  of 
a  yet  future  summer,  and  leading  us  to  look  forward 
to  pleasures  and  happiness  we  hope  to  reaUse  in 
the  yet  untried  future  :  we  look  back  on  the  past 
as  irrecoverable  :  troubles,  cares,  disappointments, 
and  sadness  are  forgotten  in  our  anxious  anticipa- 
tion of  a  coming  season — the  idea  of  its  novelty, 
the  knowledge  of  its  uncertainty,  the  hopes  of  its 
joys  act  together  on  our  expectant  minds.  We 
mercifully  are  denied  the  certainty  of  a  prospective 
view   of  future  events — we   are   deUghted  with 
present  blessings,  and  hope  still  for  future  enjoy- 
ment, and  seductive  contemplations,  forced  upon 
us  by  the  natural  appearance  of  objects  surrounding 
us,  yield  to  us  the  greatest  possible  dehght — 
Nature  herself  seems  to  be  awakening  from  cold 
reserve,  and  throwing  aside  the  chilly  slumber  of 
winter  is  now  preparing  with  genial  freshness  for 
assisting  in  the  necessitous  duties  of  animal  hfe, 
and  conducing  to  the  growth  and  fructification  of 
vegetable  life.    The  commencing  season  warns  the 
sportsman  that  a  change  is  taking  place — the 
woodcocks  have  nearly,  or  quite,  left  us,  and  fox- 
hunting is  ended.    We  must  now  lay  aside  our  guns 
and  spurs,  and  seek  some  other  source  of  amuse- 
ment, and  having  packed  away  our  gun,  we  shall 
do  well  to  take  down  all  our  rods  and  overhaul 
them  most  carefully,  try  every  splice,  examine 
every  feriule,  scrutinise  every  ring,  so  as  to  leave 
not  an  inch  unexplored  ;  and  put  all  in  the  very 
l)est  order,  and  prepare  for  constant  employment 
— this  careful  overlooking  of  our  rods  and  tackle 
will  save  us  much  vexation,  as  often  after  having 
been  put  aside  for  some  time,  splices  will  start 
and  ferrules  and  brass  fittings  get  loose,  and  we 
must  have  everything  in  proper  order  and  ready 
for  active  service.    And  now  being  satisfied  that 
all  is  right  with  the  rods,  let  us  take  a  peep  at  the 
old  box  of  fly-making  materials.    Open  the  Ud, 
oh !  what  an  enthusiasm  arises  in  the  breast  of 
the  young  piscator,  emulated  by  the  enchanting 
odour  of  the  preservative  spices  which  have  now 
quite  scented  the  box,  there  placed  to  prevent  the 
attack  of  the  intrusive  insects.     To  turn  out  our 
old  materials  in  the  commencement,  or  even  in 
anticipation  of  a  future  fishing  season  affords  a 
gratification  to  the  sportsman,  only  equalled  by 
meeting  an  old  friend  after  long  and  complete 
separation,  with  an  interval  of  wintry  times.  It 
is  the  stirring  up  of  old  memoiies.    Oh,  what 
pleasures  rush  upon  the  mind !     What  excite- 
ment is  experienced  and  what  hopes  are  specu- 
lated in,  of  deeds  to  be  attained  and  feats  achieved 
with  the  rod  and  hne  !    How  we  recollect  our 
best  days  and  forget  our  worst ;    and  how  we 
expect  that  every  day  of  the  coming  year  will  bring 
an  unprecedented  success,  and  unparalleled  plea- 
sure.    Now  take  out  the  books.     Here  is  one 
with   furs — a   squirrel's   white-tipped   tail  peeps 
already  at  us  ;  and  hare's  flax,  rabbit's  flax,  and 
water-rat's  we  are  sure  cannot  be  far  off.  Here 
is  another  containing  similar  treasures  ;   but  now 
comes  the  most  valuable,  the  highest  treasured 
of  all — the  book  with  hackles — oh,  these  precious 
beauties  !     Does  one  project  beyond  its  especial 
case?    Take  it  gently,  handle  it  respectfully,  and 
place  it  tenderly  where  no  harm  can  reach  it, 
where  it  may  rest  undisturbed ;    by  the  leaves 
turned  over  in  search  for  some  particular  feather 
you  know  is  placed  in  its  proper  and  appropriate 
position,  refresh  your  memory  with  another  view 
of  these  rare  feathers,  and  assort  each  and  all 
carefully,  that  you  may  know  where,  at  a  thought, 
to  put  your  hand  on  the  very  one  of  the  exact 
shade  you  may  require — yes,  but  the  books  are 
fall,  and  of  what — how  do  you  know  what  furs 
and  what  feathers  will  be  useful  and  necessary  ? 
Of  the  former,  many — of  the  latter,  a  few.  For 
furs,  we  cannot  well  do  without,  for  general  fishing, 
the  hare"s  flax,  and  a  word  about  this.  Hares, 
everybody  knows,  have  different  colours  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  their  bodies,  and  all  hares  are  not 
of  the  same  colour,  and  we  must  have  the  flax  of 
many  of  various  colours,  each  placed  separately, 
in  a  convenient  place  by  itself.    Now  first  catch 
your  hare,  and  let  this  one  be  an  old  jack  hare 
at  the  end  of  the  season — March  hare,  if  you  can 
find  one  insane  enough  to  be  caught ;    brush  or 
stroke  his  flax  down  very  carefully  over  the  back, 
and  make  it  quite  smooth,  and  then  take  a  very 
sharp  razor  and  shave  him  downwards,  only  over 
the  back  ;  you  do  not,  of  course,  lather  or  even 


wet  his  hair,  but  shave  him  dry,  and  when  you 
have  removed  all  the  cut  hair,  you  will  find  the 
remaining  stumps  looking  black,  and  below  this 
the  fur  is  light  fawn  colour,  or  almost  white  ;  you 
have,  indeed,  removed  all  that  portion  of  the  flax 
which  gives  the  hare  its  peculiar  colour  which 
you  are  requiring,  and  have  left  the  less  desirable 
part  or  roots  of  the  hair  attached  to  the  skin. 
Shave  an  old  doe  and  a  leveret,  the  younger  the 
better  ;  and  you  will  find  the  younger  flax  more 
fawn  colour,  and  not  black  or  red  ;  whilst  the 
older  flax  is  darker,  interspersed  with  some  blackish 
hairs,  and  has  a  red  or  rusty  shade  shot,  as  it  were, 
throughout  it.  Be  particular  to  have  an  abundance 
and  much  variety  of  hares'  flax — no  other  flax 
equals  it ;  skin  the  ears  and  keep  the  ears  entire  ; 
take  a  pad,  and  cut  out  the  forehead,  the  rest 
you  do  not  want.  Get  some  fur  from  a  fox's  skin  ; 
the  pate  of  some  foxes  makes  a  very  rich  body,  the 
difficulty  is  to  get  a  hackle  to  match  it ;  and  the 
entire  skin  of  a  very  young  cub.  Water-rat — 
entire  skins  must  be  kept ;  be  sure  you  get  water 
and  not  house  rat,  or  at  least  have  both  ;  some 
of  the  latter,  which  have  fine  and  silky  hair,  are 
useful ;  the  coarser  reject.  A  mole's  skin  is 
useful ;  its  fur  is  convenient  to  mix  with  others 
of  brighter  and  more  lively  tint.  Some  rabbit 
skin,  the  same  parts  corresponding  to  the  hare. 
Some  squirrel  skin;  the  darker  over  the  back  the 
better  ;  these  will  be  found  redder,  the  lighter  ones 
being  carroty.  A  field  mouse,  a  house  mouse, 
and  a  Uttle  otter's  fur,  with  some  bullock's  hair,  of 
dark,  almost  purphsh  tint,  which  may  be  obtained 
by  searching  along  the  palings  in  paddocks  where 
bullocks  are  kept,  and  you  will  find  some  little 
tufts  appended  to  the  numerous  projecting  points 
along  the  rails,  rubbed  off  and  carded  as  it  were 
by  the  animals  scratching  their  sides  against  the 
sliarp  points  projecting  from  the  timber  ;  or  in  old 
cob  walls  often  little  dehcate  tufts  of  useful  shade 
may  be  pulled  out,  having  been  doubtless  changed 
in  colour  by  the  action  of  lime  ;  but  I  prefer  that 
which  I  take  from  the  rails,  as  it  is  always  finer, 
and  therefore  more  easily  used  by  itself,  or  mixed 
with  other  furs.  These  constitute  the  essential 
furs  for  general  fishing  for  rapid  and  small 
streams.  I  could  be  quite  contented  with  a 
restriction  to  the  hare's  and  squirrel's  flax.  Some- 
times furs  are  dyed,  and  it  is  useful  to  have  a 
rabbit's  and  hare's  skin  dyed  in  one's  box  ;  this 
is  usually  done  by  soaking  the  fur  for  a  day  or 
two  in  turmeric,  with  a  little  alum.  A  new  series 
of  shades  is  given  the  fur  ;  the  roots  of  the  hair 
are  bright  yellow  ;  then  comes  some  black  ;  and 
the  extreme  points  acquire  a  brighter  hue  of  their 
former  colour,  from  some  hairs  taking  a  yellowish 
tinge,  thus,  as  it  were,  heightening  the  tone  of  the 
former  shades.  The  ends  must  be  shorn  off  as 
before  directed,  and  will  not  lose  their  dye  by 
washing  in  water.  With  these  furs,  we  must  have 
gold  and  silver  twist,  of  various  sizes  and  thick- 
ness, and  some  gold  and  silver  tinsel  flattened 
will  be  often  serviceable.  As  regards  feathers, 
we  have  for  making  winged  flies  (which  I  how- 
ever seldom  or  never  use  in  small  rapid  streams) 
the  woodcock,  the  starling,  the  wren,  the  pheasant 
wing,  and  tail  of  cock  and  hen,  blackbird  and 
thrush,  snipe,  partridge,  lark,  and  the  tail  feathers 
of  a  peacock,  a  large  supply  of  which  should  be 
obtained,  as  a  great  variation  in  colour  may  be 
observed  in  the  feathers  of  this  bird  ;  some  have 
a  greenish  tinge  and  are  httle  used  by  me  ;  some 
are  copperish,  and  less  frequently  employed  ;  but 
others  have  a  bright  golden  lustre,  sobering  down 
to  a  rich  red  black,  and  these  of  all  others  I  prefer. 
Peacocks'  feathers  and  woodcock's  wing  are 
the  only  necessary  feathers  here  named ;  the 
others  it  is  as  well  to  have  by  one  in  case  of  our 
going  on  the  large  quiet  river,  but  for  rapid  fishing 
the  winged  fly  is  seldom  required.  Our  supply 
of  silk  must  be  copious  ;  of  colours  for  fly-making, 
the  yellow  is  most  adapted,  and  the  lighter 
shades  of  straw  most  required.  For  tying  on 
hooks  for  worm-fishing,  a  quiet  purple  is  ap- 
phcable,  but  the  yellow  answers  very  well.  For 
tying  on  hooks  for  dabbing,  the  purple  alone 
will  answer,  as  the  yellow  soon,  by  the  rubbing 
of  the  insects,  loses  its  wax,  and  forms  a  contrast 
in  colour  to  the  natural  tinge  of  the  beetle.  Then 
of  course,  we  must  have  gut,  and  plenty  of  it, 
some  very  fine,  some  very  stout,  but  all  round, 
transparent,  and  strong  :  great  attention  should 
be  paid  in  the  purchase  of  gut ;  and  the  above 
terms  express  the  necessary  requirements  in  this 
article. 


Hooks  we  should,  too,  have  in  abundance,  and 
arranged  separately  in  their  different  sizes.  I 
have  generally  myself  used  hooks  made  by  Messrs. 
Hutchinson  and  Co.,  of  Kendal,  Westmoreland, 
and  the  shape  they  designate  the  Kirby  bend  ;  I 
have  myself  been  highly  pleased,  after  much 
trial  with  them,  and  numerous  fishermen  of  my 
acquaintance  are  as  much  delighted  ;  these  are 
forwarded  by  post,  and  consequently  may  be 
obtained  with  every  facihty  to  any  amount,  at 
a  very  low  charge.  For  fly  and  worm  fishing  I 
prefer  the  shape  and  temper  of  these  Kendal 
Kirby  bend  hooks  ;  but  for  dabbing,  the  angular 
bent  and  prominent  barb  of  the  Limerick  hook 
is  more  convenient,  as  there  is  less  tendency  of 
the  beetle  to  come  off  when  once  placed  on  the 
shank  of  the  Limerick  hook  than  on  the  Kirby 
hook. 

There  is  another  article  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  the  fisherman,  the  wax  as  used  by  cobblers 

and  saddlers.    We  ought  to  be  very   iii  ' 

in  procuring  good  wax.  It  should  not  or  so  lit'  ' 
as  to  be  friable,  nor  so  soft  as  when  riiili  d  i^i!  - 
ball  and  placed  on  a  board  to  spread  it-cii  ii  .  > 
flattened  mass,  but  just  of  sufficient  consistency 
to  maintain  its  rotundity  and  globular  form ; 
and  it  should,  moreover,  stick  well  to  the  silk. 
Some  little  difference  will  be  found  in  the  varieties 
of  silk,  one  colour  or  kind  taking  the  wax  better 
than  another — the  yellow  I  have  usually  found 
the  best :  if  the  silk  be  not  nicely  and  well  waxed 
before  we  commence  tying  our  fly,  we  shall  not 
get  the  body  on  well,  or  shall  run  a  great  risk  of 
the  gut  slipping  out  of  the  splicing  connecting  it  to 
the  hook. 

A  pair  of  tweezers  are  convenient  for  attach- 
ment to  our  hackle  when  we  are  fastening  off  the 
end,  but  are  not  necessary  ;  the  back  of  a  small 
penknife  answers  well,  using  the  base  of  the  blade 
when  open  to  press  upon  the  back  spring  of  the 
handle  of  the  knife. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  MIXED  BAG. 


The  water  we  fished  liad  for  a  few  years  been 
let  to  a  Midland  club.  They  held  it  in  conjunction 
with  some  canal  water,  the  two  being  classed  as 
fine  and  coarse  respectively.  As  this  club  had  no 
restriction  as  to  fly,  its  members  took  a  heavy  and 
merciless  toll.  But  inasmuch  as  the  water  was 
rapidly  becoming  depopulated,  and  rent  had  for 
two  seasons  become  an  algebraical  quantity,  the 
club  received  notice  and  a  summons,  but  the 
officials,  after  declaring  the  club  extinct,  themselves 
had  departed  ''  to  fresh  woods  and  pastures  new." 
On  this  water,  untouched  for  a  season,  I  got  per- 
mission for  myself  and  a  friend  to  fish.  We 
differed  much  in  style  and  theory  of  angling.  I 
was  orthodox — a  la  Gresham  ;  he  was  more  of  the 
pot-hunting  sort,  and  like  them,  a  bit  clumsy  and 
coarse  in  method.  I  said  I  must  "  fish  up,"  he 
said  he  didn't  care,  he  would  fish  up  or  down,  or 
after  me  if  I  liked.  I  felt  nettled,  as  this  was 
virtually  a  challenge.  I  pohtely  thanked  him,  and 
disclaimed  any  idea  of  spoihng  his  sport  by  so 
doing.  He  rephed  that  if  he  couldn't  fill  a  basket 
quicker  than  me  he  would  be  somethinged  first.  I 
refrained  from  argument,  but  we  had  a  dozen 
cigars  on  the  event.  Everything  was  to  count.  I 
was  to  whip  or  spin,  he  to  follow  his  own  sweet 
devices  with  worm,  gentles,  etc. 

Now  perhaps  the  stream  presented  as  many 
pecuUarities  and  difficulties  as  any  in  England.  It 
had  still  deeps  of  six  feet  or  more,  it  had  long  fords 
two  feet  deep,  sharp  stickles  of  six  inches  or  so, 
with  bushes,  old  stumps,  and  roots  galore.  Some 
few  nice  open  places,  but  mostly  it  was  well — too 
well — wooded,  and  at  times  you  came  to  a  length  ' 
of  fifty  yards  where  it  was  impossible  to  cast  a  fly. 
Here  he  would  score  heavily,  although  at  the  open 
fords  I  ought  to  have  a  fair  time.  We  had  about 
two  miles  of  it,  and  agreed  to  weigh  in  at  8  p.m. 

At  10  a.m.  we  started,  and  proceeded  to  about 
the  middle  of  the  water,  I  to  fish  up  and  he  to  fish 
down  or  follow  me.  He  preferred  the  former.  I 
felt  I  had  a  steady  job  on  hand,  as  my  opponent 
was,  I  considered,  a  most  skilful  but  unprincipled 
fisherman ;  he  had  also  a  very  biting  vein  of 
sarcasm  in  his  nature,  which  would  make  defeat 
very  galling. 

The  May  Fly  had  been  off  some  weeks,  but  Alders 
and  Duns  were  much  in  evidence.    I  put  up  the 


January  10,  1903 


TEE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


25 


two  latter  and  added  a  Cocli-y-Bondhu,  which  I 
afterwards  exchanged  for  a  Wickham,  as  I  thought 
I  might  get  some  grayling. 

It  is  hard  to  say  what  that  water  did  not  hold  in 
the  way  of  fish.  It  was  just  below  some  splendid 
trout  water,  and  not  much  above  its  junction  with 
the  greatest  of  Mdland  rivers.  A  fly  fisherman 
then  would  get  trout,  grayhng,  chub,  and  dace  ;  a 
pot-hunter  might  get  anything  from  a  minnow  to  a 
pike. 

I  never  fished  so  hard  in  all  my  life.  There  were 
not  very  many  trout  about,  and  what  there  were 
■were  as  shy  as  a  young  girl  at  her  first  dance  ; 
there  was  no  getting  near  them.  Besides  being 
woody  overhead  the  water  was  very  weedy,  and 
once  or  twice  I  was  weeded  by  lusty  fish  that  I 
could  not  control.  I  lost  some  tackle  with  being 
hung  up  now  and  again,  making  some  very  good 
casts  under  boughs  and  some  atrociously  bad  ones 
into  them.  Twice  I  had  doublets,  once  a  trout 
(Alder)  and  a  grayhng  (Wickham).  The  fish  were 
well  conditioned,  the  grayling  being  very  forward 
in  condition  owing  to  plenty  of  food  during  this 
rainy  summer.  Although  I  was  doing  well  for  the 
water,  I  felt  I  was  not  making  a  winning  basket. 
Something  heroic  would  have  to  be  done,  otherwise 
good-bye  to  "Laranagas."  The  fish  were  large  in 
size  but  not  in  number,  just  as  one  would  expect 
where  pike  are.  One  lusty  beauty  gave  me  a  most 
anxious  ten  minutes.  I  was  at  the  head  of  a  ford- 
like stream,  only  it  was  wooded.  I  got  in  at  the 
top  and  let  my  cast  float  down  for  a  dozen  yards  or 
so.  This  was  very  deadly  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  but  required  a  strong  cast,  as  fine  gut 
would  not  hold  the  fish  at  all.  On  the  present 
occasion  the  big  trout  dashed  at  the  Alder  and 
nearly  bent  my  greenheart  double.  He  flashed  up- 
stream Uke  a  rocket,  my  loose  line  sawing  the 
water  with  a  sound  Uke  hissing.  A  good  job  he 
went  up  stream,  it  was  better  water  there,  but  I  was 
relieved  when  I  netted  him.  At  lunch  time,  2  p.m., 
my  bag  contained  seven  trout,  five  grayling,  and 
some  make-weight  chub.  I  looked  forward  to  the 
afternoon  to  make  up  the  weight.  My  companion 
was  not  very  demonstrative.  I  felt  sure  he  was 
disappointed  in  his  bag.  He  hoped  to  get  a  lot  of 
chub  and  dace,  and  I  beheve  he  had  baited  places 
for  them.  If  so,  my  turn  might  still  come  when  I 
came  to  his  baited  holes.  During  the  lunch  con- 
versation flagged,  not  so  .  appetite.  My  opponent 
got  up  quickly  from  it  (another  bad  sign),  and  in 
response  to  my  question,  said  he  would  not  smoke 
then,  he  would  try  a  cigar  later.  I,  however, 
borrowed  a  few  worms  from  him  to  catch  a  minnow 
or  two;  this  I  did  under  his  eye.  During  the 
process  I  caught  a  ^Ib.  trout,  which  I  put  back,  as 
it  infringed  the  conditions.  He  smiled,  saying  I 
might  need  it.  Then  we  went  at  it  again,  I  spin- 
ning a  minnow  on  Pennell  tackle,  he  anyhow.  He 
"Stewarted"  for  trout,  he  hve-baited  for  pike,  he 
bottom  fished  for  chub  or  dace,  and  he  had  in  a 
line  for  eels.  Who  could  fight  such  fearful  odds  ? 
Only  two  things — skill  and  luck.  I  had  the  latter 
if  not  the  former.  I  had  really  good  sport  spin- 
ning, getting  trout  in  the  stickles,  chub  in  the 
shady  deeps,  and  pike  in  the  more  weedy  parts.  I 
actually  hooked  a  grayhng  on  the  minnow,  but  lost 
it.  For  this  I  was  sorry,  as  a  friend  of  mine  has 
twice  caught  a  grayhng  so.  This  I  think  is  very 
imusual.  In  the  evening  the  weather  went  very 
cold,  and  I  did  httle  or  nothing  with  the  fly.  I 
could  not  get  the  pike  in  my  basket,  so  I  put  them 
in  a  hollow  covered  up  on  the  bank,  intending  to 
send  for  them.  This  I  had  cause  to  regret  after- 
wards. My  opponent  had  done  well.  He  had  a 
grand  lot  of  trout  by  floating  a  worm  past  the  tree 
stumps  on  a  shotted  Stewart  tackle,  his  chub  were 
good,  and  he  had  two  nice  pike  and  a  lot  of  dace, 
which  I  saw  with  dismay.  We  weighed.  I  had 
18^1b.,  he  had  201b.  Then  he  claimed  his  smokes. 
I  sent  foi'  my  pike.  Alas  !  some  thief  had  watched 
me  stow  them  away  and  then  had  silently  annexed 
them.  I  was  thus  beaten  after  all.  But  not  yet. 
I  noticed  my  friend  had  no  rods  or  tackle  with  him. 
I  asked  him  where  they  were.  Then  he  confessed. 
He  had  trespassed  beyond  our  permission  and  got 
into  the  preserved  water  belonging  to  a  squire- 
parson.  This  latter  gentleman  came  across  him  as 
he  was  assiduously  working  a  worm  down-stream. 
The  learned  cleric  sarcasticaUy  inquired  after  his 
sport,  and  asked  also  his  local  habitation  and  his 
name.  He  also  took  into  custody  his  rod  and 
tackle,  which  he  said  he  would  himself  forward  to 
the  address  supplied — truthfully,  for  a  wonder. 
He  left  my  friend  with  the  following  obsei-vations : 


"  My  good  sir,  do  you  know  the  Psalms  ?  Do  you 
know  where  it  says,  '  The  rod  of  the  ungodly  cometh 
not  into  the  lot  of  the  righteous  '  ?  Go  and  study 
them,  and  in  future  take  care  where  you  fish." 

As  my  friend  had  trespassed,  I  refused  to  pay  up. 
So  would  you.  Kill-Devil. 


OUE  ANGLING  CLUB. 


We  have  started  an  angUng  club.  Before  we 
had  to  pay  the  farmers  for  fishing  off  theijr  fields, 
and  it  came  expensive.  For  instance,  the  moment 
one  appeared  with  a  rod  down  would  come  a  farmer 
— "  Half-a-crown,  sir,  please" — and  another  would 
be  lying  in  wait  over  the  next  fence,  or,  if  he  was 
at  his  dinner,  you  would  find  a  stout,  healthy  bull 
grazing  just  on  the  river's  edge  that  gave  you  a 
side-look  as  much  as  to  say,  "Oh,  come  on:  I  ain't 
going  to  touch  you,  oh,  no  !  " 

Sir  Henry  defied  the  bull  one  day,  and  did  go  on. 
Now  we  give  'em  (the  farmers)  a  fixed  sum  per 
season,  and  the  bulls  are  called  off.  Lots  of 
strangers  come  down  and  buy  our  tickets  for  a 
month  or  so,  but  few  of  them  come  a  second  time. 
They  say : 

"What's  the  use  when  we  never  catch  any- 
thing." 

We  tell  them  that  it  must  be  all  their  fault  as 
our  river  is  crammed  with  trout,  to  which  we  point 
in  evidence. 

"  Oh,  yes,"  said  one,  "  they're  there,  but  they 
won't  come  out.  I've  tried  all  sorts  of  flies  and 
things.    What  do  they  feed  on,  anyhow  ?  " 

Then  we  say  he  must  have  let  them  see  him  or 
had  the  v/rong  flies  or  something,  but  this  can't  go 
on.  A  few  days  ago  I  saw  twenty- two  strange 
anglers  in  about  half-a-mile  of  the  river.  Not 
one  of  them  had  a  fish,  and  the  way  they  swore  and 
stormed  was  downright  sinful.  One  who  told  me 
he  had  come  all  the  way  from  Durham,  and  who 
was  flicking  away  with  one  of  those  silly  httle  8ft. 
whip-handles  we  read  so  much  of  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  correspondence,  was  the  worst.  I  asked 
him  how  he  could  expect  to  hook  and  play  our 
trout  with  that  thing. 

'•  What !  "  he  yelled,  "  Blank  the  place  !  it's  the 
blankety  blankest  stream — why,  I've  killed  eighty- 
nine  thumping  rainbows  and  two  19lb.  salmon  in  a 
few  hours  with  it  in  Canada.  American  rods  are 
all  the  go  now."- 

"  Yes,  and  American  fish,"  I  returned. 

He  let  fly  a  bitter  expletive  and  went  on  pegging 
away.  As  to  ourselves,  of  course  it  is  different. 
Living  on  the  banks  of  a  grand  trout  and  salmon 
river,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  fish.  It  becomes  a 
duty.  We  are  at  it  early  and  late.  Once  I  nearly 
had  a  salmon.  At  least  he  jumped  quite  close,  and 
I  threw  out  where  he  rose.  A  man  standing  near, 
mending  the  railway,  asked  me  what  I  was  throwing 
stones  at,  and  when  I  explained  that  I  was  fishing 
for  that  salmon,  he  said,  ''  Well,  if  he  got  that  ere 
on  the  side  of  his  nut,  it  would  about  do  him,  but 
I  reckon  he's  scooted  if  he  ain't  fainted  with  the 
fright." 

Our  wives  don't  sympathise  with  our  sport. 
They  say,  "  What's  the  use  of  going  out  every  day 
and  getting  wet  and  dirty  when  you  never  get  more 
than  a  sprat  once  in  a  blue  moon,  and  can't  speak 
plain  from  the  exposure."  They  say  that  the 
cost  of  it  alone  would  keep  them  in  dresses  and 
things  for  a  twelvemonth.  We  invent  all  sorts  of 
excuses,  as  that  it's  too  bright  or  too  dark,  or 
rain  overhead,  or  water  too  clear  or  too  high,  but 
they  say  it  can't  be  always  Uke  that — women  never 
will  understand  fishing. 

George  WilUs  and  I  went  out  recently.  It  was  a 
beautiful  day,  sun  shining,  birds  singing,  etc.  His 
wife  said,  "Now,  they  are  sure  to  take  to-day; 
bring  home  a  basketful.".  One  would  think  she 
was  talking  of  blackberries. 

George  said,  "  The  fly  is  the  thing  to-day.'' 

I  differed.    I  said,  "the  worm.'' 

"Pooh!"  says  he,  "what  rot,  and  the  water 
like  gin."- 

We  met  Sir  Thomas  with  his  rod  and  appealed 
to  him. 

"  Hoppers,''  said  he,  with  one  eye  closed  know- 
ingly. 

Sir  Thomas  is  a  good  angler — he  got  one  real 
quarter-poimd  trout  last  season — so  we  try  to 
catch  grasshoppers.  In  hot  pursuit  I  catch  in  a 
bramble  and  fall  heavily. 

^'  Hang  it !  I've  broken  my  rod.  Must  sit  down 
and  mend  it.'' 


George  has  caught  two  "  hoppers,"  and  starts 
work  by  impaling  one,  throwing  out,  and  propping 
his  rod  on  a  bough.  Ho  then  lies  back  against  a 
friendly  tree  and  lights  an  enormous  pipe.  I  do 
Ukewise.    After  half  an  hour  George  speaks — 

"  Don't  know  what  ails  these  blooming  fish,"  ho 
says  discontentedly,  "  they  won't  bite." 

This  requiring' no  reply,  we  puff  away  in  silence: 
Soon  I  hear  a  stertorous  breathing,  and  I  know 
George  is  asleep.  I  may  as  weU  follow  suit.  Last 
waking  happy  thought  (to  adapt  Shakespeare),  "  To 
daf,  to  sleep;  to  sleep,  perchance  to  " 

"Hi !  you  lazy  beggars,"  roars  a  hearty  voice. 

It  is  Sir  Henry.  He  pokes  us  facetiously  vkith 
the  handle  of  his  net  and  shouts:  "Look  here, 
I've  got  him  ! "  and  displays  a  lovely  trout,  fully 
two  ounces. 

This  wakes  us  effectually.  We  get  excited,  and 
demand  to  know  what  he  caught  it  with. 

"  Oh,"  he  says,  airily,  "  with  a  Devon !  Why, 
what  are  you  two  Johnnies  trying  ?  " 

He  laughs  derisively,  as  do  those  who  win.  It  is 
hard.  Sir  Henry  got  another  almost  as  heavy 
the  day  before  yesterday.  He  must  have  some  bait 
he  is  keeping  dark.    Mem.  to  watch  him. 

A  stranger  now  stroUs  up  with  "  Got  anything?  '' 

We  growl  out  a  negative. 

"Nor  I  either,"  he  continues.  "Must  be  some- 
thing wrong  with  this  confounded  river.  Been  at 
it  every  day  this  week  and  only  got  two  things 
hardly  an  ounce  !  " 

We  tell  him  he  ought  to  try  a  Blue  Upright. 

"Pooh!"  he  says,  "I  have.  They  never  take 
fly  here,  I  beUeve." 

We  then  teU  him  of  Sir  Henry's  luck,  and  he 
stalks  off  to  buy  a  Devon. 

Another  comes  down  who  has  been  trying  the 
worm  and  had  two  bites.  He  teUs  us  cheerfully  he 
nearly  got  one  of  them. 

To-day  George's  pretty  cousin  arrived  on  a  visit 
and  said  she  wanted  to  sample  our  salmon  and 
trout.  "Such  a  beautiful  river,''  she  added; 
"  why,  it  must  be  fuU  of  them  !  "- 

George  and  I  started  to  get  some,  armed  with 
every  known  bait.  When  we  returned  she  ran 
out— "to  see  the  pretty  fish,"  she  said.  Then, 
"  Why,  where  are  they  ?  "  for,  as  usual, 
our  creels  only  disclose  "fids"  of  bread,  cheese,  and 
sandwiches,  worm  bags,  flasks,  tackle-books,  etc. 
George  began  to  explain,  when  his  wife  broke  m : 
"Where  are  they,  indeed?  Why,  you  would 
hardly  beUeve  it,  Clara,  but  there's  nothing  to  be 
surprised  at.  These  idiots  go  out  every  day  aU  the 
season,  and  if  they  get  a  seven-inch  sprat  once  a 
month  between  them  make  as  much  fuss  as  you 
would  over  a  new  ball-dress."-  After  this  the 
deluge.  Something  must  be  done  soon  or  we  shall 
have  to  go  off  to  Sweden  or  Finland  or  anywhere 
next  year,  as  one  must  fish  somewhere. 

Black  Hackle. 


THE  OBIGIN^OF  FISHING-NETS. 

Fob  the  first  time  in  its  history  sorrow  had  come 
to  Asgard,  the  home  of  the  Scandinavian  gods. 
Unmistakable  traces  of  its  presence  were  visible 
everywhere.  Even  aU-seeing  Father  Odin,  who 
was  not  wont  to  displaying  his  feelings  except 
under  the  pressure  of  extreme  circumstances,  wore 
a  worried  look,  while  the  faces  of  the  lesser  deities 
of  both  sexes,  married  and  single,  when  they  met 
in  the  streets  of  Asgard  or  at  their  social  assembUcs 
were  indicative  of  the  most  acute  mental  depres- 
sion. And  weU  they  might  be,  for  almost  without 
warning  they  had  been  confronted  with  the  terrible 
news  that  death  was  hovering  outside  the  gatei  of 
their  city,  and  that  the  time  was  approaching  when 
gods,  Uke  mortals,  must  recognise  the  sovereignty  of 
the  grim  destroyer.  Grave  as  this  was,  their  grief 
was  intensified  and  rendered  more  acute  by  the 
knowledge  that  Baldur,  the  best-beloved  of  the 
sons  of  Odin,  was  to  be  the  first  of  their  number  to 
set  out  to  Niflheim,  which  is  the  kingdom  of  death 

For  a  long  while  past  Baldur  had  been  haunted 
by  a  presentiment,  which  as  the  months  sped  on 
grew  into  a  certainty,  that  he  was  about  to  cUe. 
Frigga,  his  mother,  who  was  a  deity  of  infinite 
resource,  finding  that  it  was  impossible  to  disabuse 
his  mind  of  the  idea,  after  consulting  with  Odin, 
Thor,  and  other  well-known  members  of  the  .Esir 
set  out  for  the  earth,  where  she  spent  a  long  and 
busy  visit  in  making  all  creatures,  plants,  and  sub- 
stances of  any  kind  whatsoever,  swear  that  they 
would  do  no  bodily  harm  to  Baldu-.  Havmg 
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achieved  this  to  her  complete  satisfaction,  she 
returned  to  Asgard,  and  on  her  arrival  at  the 
celestial  city  informed  Odin  and  the  elite  of  the  gods 
who  had  assisted  her  with  advice  that  they  might 
make  their  minds  at  rest,  because,  for  the  present  at 
least,  she  had  rendered  it  impossible  for  Hel,  the  King 
of  Niflheim,  to  gain  an  entry  into  their  stronghold. 
On  receipt  of  this  comforting  intelligence  society  in 
Asgard  breathed  freely  once  more,  and  applied 
itself  with  redoubled  zest  to  its  daily  round  of 
amusement,  fully  assured  that  if  anything  could 
ward  off  the  assaults  of  death  it  was  the  native  wit 
of  their  resourceful  queen. 

In  order  to  test  the  efScacy  of  her  work  Frigga 
decided  to  hold  a  grand  assembly  of  the  gods,  at 
which  they  were  to  test  the  invulnerability  of 
Baldur  in  any  maimer  that  might  seem  best  to 
them.  It  proved  in  the  end,  however,  an  early 
illustration  of  the  advisabiUty  of  leaving  well  alone, 
and  brought  about  the  very  end  that  Hel  was 
seeking  to  accomplish  and  Frigga  to  avert.  Loki, 
the  God  of  Mischief,  who  was  envious  of  Baldur  on 
accoimt  of  his  great  popularity  among  the  Asgarites, 
resolved  if  possible  to  pay  off  old  scores  with  his 
rival,  and  disguising  himself  as  an  aged  woman  he 
sought  an  audience  with  Frigga  to  discover  the 
secret  of  Baldur's  immunity  from  death.  Address- 
ing her  with  complimentary  remarks  upon  the 
valour  and  good  fortune  of  her  son.  he  was  informed 
by  the  goddess  that  Baldur  was  safe  from  harm, 
as  all  the  productions  of  the  world  had  sworn  not 
to  injure  him.  Upon  hearing  this  Loki  was  greatly 
discouraged,  and  was  about  to  go  away  when  Frigga, 
with  feminine  indiscretion,  remarked  that  there  was 
one  plant  from  which  she  had  not  taken  an  affidavit 
of  immunity,  because  it  was  too  weakly  to  draw  its 
own  sustenance  from  the  earth  and  was  therefore 
incapable  of  doing  bodily  harm  to  any  living  crea- 
ture. With  well-feigned  indifference  Loki  asked 
the  name  of  this  plant,  and  was  told  that  it  was  the 
mistletoe.  After  his  previous  disappointments  this 
was  great  news  to  Loki.  Without  losing  further 
time  he  bade  adieu  to  Frigga  and  started  forthwith 
for  the  eastern  side  of  Valhalla,  and  having  pro- 
cured a  branch  of  mistletoe  he  fashioned  it  into  a 
javelin  and  travelled  again  to  Asgard,  where  he 
fomid  the  assembled  iEsir  shooting  at  Baldur 
without  doing  him  the  slightest  harm.  Outside 
the  circle  stood  Hoder,  Baldur's  bUnd  brother. 
Persuading  him  to  do  fitting  honour  to  the  in- 
vulnerability of  Baldur,  Loki  gave  him  the  javelin 
and  guided  his  hand  for  the  cast.  Alas  !  the  aim 
was  but  too  true  and  well  directed.  The  slender 
shaft  proved  more  powerful  than  arrow  or  spear, 
and  Baldur  sank  to  the  earth  dead,  slain  by  the 
hand  of  his  brother.  Thus  Death  entered  triumph- 
antly into  the  city  which  until  then  had  been  proof 
against  all  his  attacks. 

When  the  gods  had  recovered  from  their  grief 
they  swore  vengeance  against  Loki,  but  unavail- 
ingly,  because  that  worthy,  considering  discretion 
as  the  better  part  of  valour,  had  wisely  fled  to  the 
mountains,  and  had  taken  refuge  in  a  secret  fast- 
ness. There  he  frequently  turned  into  a  salmon 
and  disported  in  the  streams  which  watered  the 
plain  at  the  foot  of  the  range.  "  They  cannot 
catch  me  in  this  form,"  he  thought,  "  nor  can  they 
see  me  here,  hidden  under  the  spray  and  ^^foam  of 
.the  waterfalls  ;  and  as  I  know  a  thing  or  two  about 
Silver  Doctors,  Turkey  Wings,  and  the  like,  and 
have  studied  the  question  of  prawns  and  lobworms, 
I  am  not  quite  such  a  fool  as  to  be  caught  by  any 
bait."  With  this  remark  he  gave  an  extra  spring, 
which  is  the  way  salmon  express  their  mirth,  and 
sent  the  small  fry  flying  in  all  directions  at  the 
sounding  splash  he  made  in  falling  into  the  water 
again.  One  day  while  sitting  by  the  side  of  a  pool, 
the  idea  dawned  on  his  mind  that  fish  might  easily 
be  caught  by  drawing  a  bag  through  the  water. 
Tlien  it  occurz-ed  to  him  that  such  an  instrument 
would  be  more  useful  if  the  water  could  pass  freely 
in  and  out,  so  taking  flax  and  yarn  he  set  to  work, 
conquered  the  mystery  of  the  knot,  and  made  the 
first  fishing-net,  Loki  in  this  respect  met  with 
greater  success  than  the  devil  did  subsequently, 
because  it  is  a  common  matter  of  opinion  in  the 
Far  East  that  Satan  would  have  been  an  excellent 
tailor,  only  when  he  made  his  prehminary  experi- 
ments with  a  needle  and  thread  he  omitted  the 
knots,  and  consequently  was  so  disgusted  with  his 
failure  that  he  reUnquished  tailoring  for  ever  and  a 
day  and  turned  his  attention  to  more  profitable 
forms  of  employment. 

But  Loki  was  not  in  quite  so  secure  a  retreat  as 
he  imagined.     All-seeing  Father  Odin  had  dis- 


covered his  whereabouts,  and  with  the  rest  of  the 
^sir  set  out  to  capture  him.  On  their  arrival, 
however,  Loki  burnt  his  nets,  changed  himself 
into  a  salmon  and  disappeared  into  the  stream, 
while  the  gods,  disappointed  of  their  pro- 
jected vengeance,  sat  disconsolate  round  the 
embers  of  his  fire  and  meditated  on  their  next 
move  in  the  game.  But  Kvasir,  who  had  remark 
ably  keen  eyesight,  while  his  comrades  were 
groaning  and  sighing  at  their  ill-luck,  and  were 
saying  things  in  the  purest  Scandinavian,  not 
necessarily  for  publication,  but  as  an  evidence  of 
good  faith,  as  to  what  they  would  do  with  Loki 
when  they  caught  him,  noticed  in  the  embers  the 
print  of  the  meshes  of  the  nets  which  Loki  had 
burnt  when  the  chase  began.  The  gods,  acting  on 
Kvasir's  suggestion,  promptly  set  about  fashioning 
another  net,  but  forgetting  to  weight  it,  Loki 
dived  between  two  stones,  and  so  allowed  it  to 
pass  harmlessly  over  his  back.  Kvasir.  with  great 
inventive  genius,  next  suggested  loading  the  net 
with  stones,  but  although  this  was  effective  in 
ejecting  Loki  from  his  temporary  retreat  between 
the  stones,  they  were  unable  to  capture  him. 
Darting  rapidly  onwards,  he  swam  to  the  brink  of 
the  river,  leapt  across  the  net  just  where  his  would- 
be  captors  least  expected  him,  and  again  hid 
himself  among  the  foaming  waters.  "  Fasten  your 
shields  to  the  net,  0  iEsir,"  said  Kvasir,  who  was 
directing  operations,  but  again  Loki  leapt  the  net, 
on  this  occasion  once  too  often.  ■  As  he  flung  himself 
into  the  air,  like  a  bar  of  gleaming  silver,  Thor  made 
a  fortunate  snatch,  and  gripping  him  a  little  above 
the  tail,  held  him  fast.  Hence  the  reason  why  the 
tail  part  of  the  salmon  is  so  slender,  and  is  the 
only  portion  of  its  body  by  which  it  can  be  landed 
without  the  aid  of  a  gaff.  Directly  the  unfortunate 
Loki  was  within  their  power  the  wrathful  gods 
made  him  resume  his  own  shape,  and  after  mature 
consideration,  decided  to  chain  him  for  ever  in  the 
recesses  of  a  huge  cavern,  where  he  could  do  no 
further  mischief.  But  not  content  with  this  drastic 
mode  of  punishment,  they  hung  a  poisonous  serpent 
above  his  head  in  such  a  way  that  its  venom  should 
fall  on  his  face,  drop  by  drop,  causing  him  un- 
speakable torture.  ^  When  Seguira,  his  wife,  heard 
of  his  terrible  fate,  she  overlooked  several  httle 
peccadilloes  of  her  hege  lord  which  had  caused 
domestic  differences  between  them,  and  devotedly 
took  her  place  by  his  side,  holding  a  cup  in  her 
hand  to  catch  the  venom  falling  from  the  serpent. 
When  the  cup  is  quite  full  she  has  to  withdraw  it 
for  a  moment  to  empty  it,  and  that  moment  is 
even  too  much  for  the  endurance  of  Loki.  Under 
the  agony  caused  by  the  poison  he  struggles  with 
might  and  main  to  free  himself  from  the  rocks  to 
which  he  is  chained,  and  whenever  that  happens  it 
causes  the  terrestrial  convulsions  that  men  call  earth- 
quakes. And  this  will  continue  until  the  time  of 
the  great  darkness,  which  will  come  upon  the  earth 
at  the  time  of  Ragnarok,  which  is  the  end  of  all 
th'ngs.  G.  E.  SIMMS, 


FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  6.) 

CHAPTER  YllL— continued. 

The  Perch  is  one  of  the  most  intelhgent  of  all  the 
fresh-water  fishes,  soon  learning  to  know  its  o\vner 
and  its  feeding  time.  In  a  very  httle  while  it  will 
become  tame  enough  to  take  food  from  the  fingers. 
It  is,  however,  rather  nervous  and  easily  frightened 
while  in  captivity.  Perch  are  found  in  most  of  the 
rivers,  canals,  and  lakes  of  Great  Britain  ;  it  is 
somewhat  rare  in  the  North  of  Scotland.  As  these 
fish  are  bold  biters,  they  are  not  by  any  means 
difficult  to  catch  ;  but  unfortunately  they  are  gene- 
rally hooked  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  often  a  very 
difficult  matter  to  free  them  without  seriously  hurt- 
ing them.  The  best  way  to  procure  Perch  for  the 
aquarium  is  to  catch  them  with  a  hand-net,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  given  for  taking  roach  ;  for  the 
young  of  the  former  as  well  as  of  the  latter  during 
the  autumn  ascend  those  streams  which  run  into  the 
rivers  and  canals  where  these  fish  are  found,  and 
retire  into  the  weeds  and  under  the  banks.    The  fish 
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thus  caught  will  be  of  a  suitable  size  and  free  from 
injury.  The  Thames  is  noted  for  its  very  beautiful 
Perch.  Perch  are  able  to  live  out  of  water  almost 
as  long  as  the  tench  and  the  carp.  They  can  be 
carried  a  considerable  distance  by  wrapping  them 
up  in  wet  grass  or  moss.  As  Perch  swim  in  shoals,  | 
two  or  three  should  be  kept  together  in  the  t 
aquarium.  ' 

Perch  deposit  their  eggs  during  the  latter  part  of 
April  and  the  beginning  of  May.    The  eggs  are  laid  ' 
in  strings  or  ribbons,  which  are  sometimes  4ft.  or  j 
5ft.  long.    These  strings  of  spawn  are  very  interest-  ] 
ing,  the  ova  being  placed  closely  side  by  side  in  what  ; 
ajjpears  to  be  a  kind  of  tube.    At  first  sight  it  j 
seems  impossible  that  a  fish  the  size  of  an  ordinary  i 
Perch  could  contain  such  a  string  of  eggs  ;  but  a  I 
closer  examination  will  show  that  what  takes  place  [ 
in  the  case  of  the  spawn  of  frogs  and  toads  is  repeated 
in  that  of  the  Perch.    Each  egg  is  surrounded  by  a  > 
membranous   envelope,    which    absorbs   a  great 
quantity  of  water  as  soon  as  it  is  exuded  from  the 
fish.    The  ova  are  hatched  in  about  ten  days. 
Perch  will  spawn  in  a  suitable  aquarium,  depositing 
their  strings  of  eggs  among  the  weeds  and  rockwork  ; 
and  if  the  old  fish  are  withdrawn  from  the  tank,  the 
fry  can  be  easily  reared.    The  httle  ones,  of  course,  j 
should  be  suppUed  with  as  much  small  aquatic  j 
animal  life  as  possible.    Perch,  usually,  begin  to  ) 
spawn  when  they  are  three  years  old.    They  are  ' 
most  prolific.    Mr.  Frank  Buckland  has  said  that 
he  and  his  secretary  counted  155,620  eggs  in  a  fish 
which  weighed  31b.  2oz.  ;  and  127,240  in  another 
21b.  lloz.  in  weight ;  while  Mr.  Yarrell  records  that 
280,000  ova  were  found  in  a  fish  weighing  only  half 
a  pound. 

When  at  Uberty,  Perch  feed  upon  insects,  worms, 
and  fish  ;  and  in  captivity  they  may  be  fed  upon 
garden-worms,  minnows,  and  pieces  of  meat.    It  is  j 
wise  to  get  them  to  partake  of  the  last  as  soon  as  i 
possible.    Perch  ought  not  to  be  crowded  in  the  | 
aquarium,  and  care  should  be  taken  that  the  water  j 
in  which  they  live  does  not  rise  much  in  tempera- 
ture.    These  fish  are  so  handsome  and  interesting  'j 
that  it  is  quite  worth  the  trouble  and  expense  of  j 
providing  a  tank  especially  for  them.    A  full-grown  J 
Perch  does  not  often  exceed  21b.  in  weight. 

The  length  of  the  head  of  this  fish  about  equals  , 
the  depth  of  its  body.  The  back  rises  rather  sud-  ) 
denly,  giving  a  "  high-shouldered  "  appearance,  and  > 
the  fleshy  part  of  the  tail  as  suddenly  becomes  very 
slender.  There  are  two  dorsal  fins  ;  the  front  one 
has  fourteen  bony  rays,  developed  into  sharp- 
pointed  spines,  and  the  back  one  (which  is  situated 
almost  directly  over  the  anal  fin)  has  soft  rays.  The 
colour  of  the  back  is  gi-eenish-brown,  the  sides 
are  golden,  and  the  under  part  of  the  body  is  white. 
Six  broad  dark  green  stripes  run  vertically  down 
the  sides.  The  lateral  fine  is  high  up  on  the  side 
and  follows  the  curve  of  the  back.  The  ventral, 
anal,  and  tail  fins  are  bright  scarlet ;  the  posterior 
dorsal  fin  is  greenish,  slightly  tinged  with  red.  The 
tail  fin  is  small,  and  shghtly  forked  The  mouth  is 
large,  and  the  teeth  small  and  pointed  backwards. 

Though  a  very  handsome  fish,  the  Pope,  or  Ruffe 
{Acerina  cernua),  is  not  so  easy  to  keep  ahve  in  con- 
finement as  its  near  relative  the  common  perch. 
The  reason  of  this  may  be  that  it  is  nearly  always 
found  in  running  water,  and  hardly  ever  in  stagnant. 
Ruffes  are  very  often  caught  while  gudgeon  are 
being  fished  for.  They  are  bold  biters,  but  are 
seldom  taken  in  such  numbers  as  to  make  it  worth 
while  to  carry  them  home  for  food.  The  flesh  is, 
however,  highly  valued  upon  the  Continent.  The 
Ruffe  is  really  a  very  beautiful  fish,  and,  when  in 
good  condition,  his  scales  seem  to  ghsten  with  all 
the  colours  of  the  rainbow.  Though  he  is  so  hand- 
some, he  has,  however,  such  an  inexpressibly  sad 
looking  face  as  almost  to  make  one  miserable  to  look 
at  him.  While  in  captivity  he  generally  swims,  with 
dorsal  fui  erect,  close  to  the  bottom  of  the  tank. 
He  is  a  great  eater,  and  must  be  suppUed  with  suit- 
able food,  or  he  will  certainly  die.  When  at  hberty 
he  feeds  upon  insects,  worms,  and  the  Hke  ;  and  in 
the  aquarium  he  ought  to  be  fed  upon  the  same 
until  he  can  be  induced  to  take  raw  meat.  All  the 
carnivorous  inhabitants  of  the  tank  should  be  fed, 
where  possible,  upon  meat  instead  of  living  animals, 
for  continually  feeding  one's  captives  upon  Uve 
mimiows,  tadpoles,  w'orms,  and  the  hke  must  tend 
to  make  one  callous  to  the  feehngs  and  fears  of  one's 
fellow-creatures  ;  though  I  think  the  sufferings  of 
the  minnow  when  seized  by  a  pike,  or  the  pains  of  a 
tadpole  while  in  the  clutches  of  the  pupa  of  a 
dragon-fly,  are  extremely  shght,  for  not  only  are 
they  cold  blooded,  but  it  is  mercifully  ordained — I 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


Abingdon,  B,  Berks,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 

Addlestonb  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 

Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 

AilBERLEy  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  3s.  6d.). 

Amersham  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  23J- ;  2s.  3d. 

Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  2d. 

Ardleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  66  ;  4s.  9d. 

Arlesey  (Ivel),  B,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 

ASHURST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 

AUDLEY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  6id. 

AYLESBURY  (Tliame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48  ;  3s.  8d. 

Barcombe  Mills  (Ouse)  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  6d. 

Battlesbridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29  ;  2s.  41d. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  5s. 

Berkhampstead  (G.J.C),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  2s.  lid. 

Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 

BILLERICAY  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s. 

BlLLINQHURST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  8d. 

Bishop's  Siortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33 ;  2s.  7d. 

Blake  Hall  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  9id. 

Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46}  ;  4s.  lid. 

Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68  ;  5s.  3d. 

Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  5s.  2d. 

BOTTISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61} ;  5s.  lid. 

Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28}  ;  3s. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22}  ;  2s.  8d. 

BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24i  ;  2s.  6d. 

Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  3s.  lOd. 

Bbauohing  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  30} ;  2s.  7id. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86i  ;  7s.  3}d. 

Brioket  'Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 

Broxbourne  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17i  ;  Is.  6d. 

Buntingford  (Rib),  Herts,  33}  ;  2s.  lid. 

Bures  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54  ;  4s.  6id. 

Burnham-on-Crouch,  a,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3d. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77i ;  6s.  6d. 

Burnt  Mill  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  25;  is.  lljd. 

BUSHEY  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  8d. 

Byfleet  O^ey),  D,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 

Castle  Hedingham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56i ; 
4s.  Hid. 

Chalfont  Road  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  2s. 
Chappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50i  ;  4s.  2id. 
Cheddinqton  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29} ;  2s.  6id. 
Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Cheshaji  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27 ;  2s.  6d. 
Cheshuni  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14}  ;  Is.  2d. 
Chiqwell  Lane  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  IJd. 
Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.  8d. 
Cholsey  ('Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48j  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62  ;  5s.  3d. 
COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18}  ;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51}  ;  4s.  4ld. 
COLNE^Colne),  A,  Essex,  57i  ;  is.  6d. 
COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25,t  ;  2s.  lOd. 
COWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  3s. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E. 

Great  Western  (Paddington).  F. 

South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo  G. 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge  H. 

and  New  Cross).  I. 
South-Western  (Waterloo). 


Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

North- Western  (Euston). 

Metropolitan  (Baker  Street), 


Cranbrook  (Medway),  C,  48  ;  4s. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis. 
CULHAM  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  56}  ;  5s.  lOd. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  8d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86}  ;  7s.  3d. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Earls  WOOD  (Lakes),  F,  Siu-rey,  21}  ;  2s. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  3s.  6d. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s. 
Edenbridge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),      Sm-rey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 
Elstree  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  3s.  0}d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70}  ;  5s.  Hid 
Enfield  Look  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 
Epping  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5id. 
Esher  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
Fambridqb  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Fittleworth  (Ai'un),  F,  52  ;  5s.  3d. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  4s.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  3s.  6d. 
Fulwell  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  O.xford,  44}  ;  4s.  9d. 
GOUDHURST  (Medway),  C,  38  ;  4s. 
Gt.  Chbsterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  3s.  lOid. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  MISSENDEN  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  2s.  9d 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  76};  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  3s.  2d. 
Gunton  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138  ;  10s. 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25} ;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62}  ;  4s.  8id. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14} ;  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  9d. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26}  ;  2s.  lid. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27}  ;  2s.  5d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17}  ;  is.  lod. 
Hatfield Peverel (Chelmer), A,Essex,36  ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkhurst  (Medway),  C,  47  ;  4s. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  43. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35}  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24i ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11}  ;  Is. 
HiLGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  6s.  10}d. 
Horley  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  Sd. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37 ;  3s.  lOd. 
Horsmonden  (Medway),  C,  40 ;  4s. 


HORSTED  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36} ;  Ss.  lOd. 
Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114} ;  9s.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58} ;  6s.  2d. 
Hythe,  C,  66}  ;  6s.  9d. 

IRCHESTER  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  63.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Lanqley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  23.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12 ;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  6s.  ll}d. 
Langford  Hall   Fishery  (Blackwater),  A, 

Essex,  44  ;  33.  3id.    (Change  at  Witham.) 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32} ;  3s.  3d. 
Leatherhbad  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19}  ;  23. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40i  ;  4s,  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  2d. 
LINGFIBLD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76 ;  6s.  5d. 
Long  Mblford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61}  ;  5s.  2}d. 
LOOGHTON  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  Oid. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117}  ;  lis. 
Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24}  ;  2s.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3d. 
Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  5s.  0}d. 
March  (Nene,  &c.),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  6s.  4d. 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 
Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  ll}d. 
Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  3s.  3d. 
MiDHURST  (Rother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76i  ;  6s.  4}d. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  B,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  lOs. 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19} ;  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Ofkord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55} ;  5s.  lOd. 
OngaR  CRoding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll}d. 
Oxted  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31} ;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 
Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 
PULBOROUGH  (Aruu),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  (By 

Eldridge's  Excursions,  3s.  6d.). 
Radlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
RADLBY,  B,  Berks,  58}  ;  6s.  2d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  33.  9d. 
RED  HILL  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 


RIOKMANSWORTH  (Colne),  H  I,  Herts,  22} ;  Is.  9d 
RoYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
RUDOWICK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  43.  2d. 
RYE  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19  ;  U.  8d. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  a  H,  Herts,  20  ;  28.  Id. 
St.  Ivks  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20}  ;  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neot-1  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51t  ;  53.  5d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44  ;  4H.  7d. 
SAWiiRlDORWORTH  (Stort),  A,  Ilerts,  20;  23.  3Jd. 
Sklham  (Ilotlier),  F,  Sussex,  .IS  ;  5s.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41  ;  3s.  2d. 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  O,  Beds,  .55  ;  .5s.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  liedford,  87  ;  .53. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs.  55  ;  43.  5}d. 
Shrnpield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  201 ;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18J  ;  23. 
Shiplake  (Tluiraes),  B,  Oxford,  35}  ;  3s.  7d. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18}  ;  Is.  lid. 
Southminster,  A,  Essex,  40  ;  33.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19} ;  23. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29}  ;  23.  6jd. 
Stanstkad  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandbville,  I,  Bucks,  37 ;  3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  5S}  ;  i.i.  lljd. 
Sunbury  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16} ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22} ;  25.  4d. 
TEMPSF(iP,D  (duse),  E,  Beds,  47} ;  4s.  lid. 
Thatcham  (Kenuet),  B,  Berks,  49}  ;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Buis  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16;  is.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (.Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29  ;  3s. 
Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 
TONBRIDGE  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29} ;  3s.  3d. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31}  ;  3s.  4d. 
TWYFORD  (Tliaraes),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 
UXBRIDGK  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15}  ;  Is.  7d. 
■V^IRginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23  ;  23.  Od. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
WaltijN  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  lid. 
Wargrave,  B,  Berks,  33:  33.  5el. 
Waterbbaoh  (Cam),  A,  Cambs.  61 ;  5s.  2d. 
Watbhingbury  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  46  ;  4s. 
Wbndover,  I,  Bucks,  33}  ;  3s.  .3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Aduv),  F,  Sussex,  45  :  4s.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  2s.  9id. 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  23. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 
Wickpord  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  20  ;  23.  2d. 
Widford  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21}  ;  23.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Esssx,  39  ;  3i.  SlJ. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24} ; 
2s.  6d. 

WOODHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  23.  7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thms.i  Colne),  D,Bucks,  2U;2.3..3d. 
Wroxham  (Broad3,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  122};  lis. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Yalding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  33}  ;  4s. 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis. 


believe — that  all  animals  more  or  less  lose  all  sensa- 
tion when  being  preyed  upon.  Dr.  Livingstone  has 
recorded  that  when  under  the  paws  of  a  Hon  he  was 
unconscious  of  either  fear  or  pain.  The  Ruffe 
should  not  be  kept  with  fish  smaller  than  himself,  or 
very  Ukely  he  will  devour  some  of  his  companions  ; 
neither  should  he  be  placed  in  an  aquarium  where 
there  is  even  the  shghtest  approach  to  crowding  of 
its  occupants,  or  he  will  be  one  of  the  first  to  die. 
The  chief  differences  between  the  perch  and  the  Ruffe 
are  that  in  the  case  of  the  former  the  dorsal  fin  is 
divided  into  two  fins,  the  one  -mth  spines,  the  other 
■without ;  while  in  the  case  of  the  latter  the  two  fins 
are  joined  into  one  ;  the  Ruffe,  too,  is  without  the 
vertical  bands  of  the  perch,  and  the  perch  is  without 
the  spots  on  the  dorsal  fin  of  the  Ruffe.  The  general 
appearance  of  the  Ruffe  certainly  seems  to  justify 
the  erroneous  idea  that  it  is  a  cross  between  the 
gudgeon  and  the  perch.  It  is  said  to  have  received 
its  name  from  the  want  of  smoothness  of  its  scales. 
This  fish  does  not  often  exceed  5in.  in  length.  It 
spa-wns  during  March  and  May,  among  the  weeds  of 
streams  and  small  rivers. 

The  Black  Bass  {Grystes  nigricans)  is  now  accli- 
matised in  Britain,  owing  to  the  efforts  and  enter- 
prise of  certain  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  but  espe- 
cially of  the  Marquis  of  Exeter.  The  Black  Bass  is 
common  in  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  where  it  affords  excellent  sport  to 
the  fisherman.  It  is  a  bold  biter,  full  of  fight,  and 
very  good  for  table  purposes,  the  fiesh,  it  is  said, 
tasting  very  much  hke  that  of  the  whiting.  No 
fresh-water  fish  that  we  have  in  this  country,  with 
the  exception  of  the  salmon,  is  capable  of  providing 
more  amusement  for  the  angler  than  the  Black  Bass. 
It  will  take  minnows,  flies,  or  worms,  and  as  it 
grows  sometimes  so  large  as  to  weigh  71b.  or  8lb.,  it 
generally  affords  no  small  amount  of  excitement, 
and  requires  not  a  httle  sldll  to  land  it  safely.  The 
Black  Bass,  I  find,  makes  an  excellent  fish  for  the 
aquarium,  for  it  is  handsome,  hardy,  intelligent, 
and  easily  tamed.  Of  course,  owing  to  its  pre- 
daceous  habits,  it  must  not  be  kept  in  a  tank  among 
small  defenceless  fish,  or  the  aquarium  keeper  will 
find  them  gradually  disappear.  I  keep  my  Black 
Bass  in  a  divided  pirt  of  a  tank  which  is  2ft.  wide, 


2ft.  llin.  long,  and  1ft.  deep,  his  separate  compart- 
ment being  llin.  wide,  and  running  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  tank.  The  division  is  of  glass, 
and  made  according  to  directions  already  given. 
The  Bass  has  for  companions  two  Enghsh  perch 
(Perca  fluviatilis)  nearly  its  own  size.  The  three 
perch  (for  the  bass  is  a  perch)  agree  very  well 
together.  I  notice,  however,  that  the  Enghsh  fish 
do  not  venture  to  dispute  with  him  the  possession 
of  a  minnow  or  worm.  The  Black  Bass  does  not 
make  a  sudden  dash  at  its  prey,  hke  the  pike,  but 
hunts  it  down  with  persistence,  as  a  greyhound  does 
a  hare. 

Black  Bass  spawn  about  May  and  June,  and  pre- 
pare for  the  reception  of  their  ova  a  kind  of  nest, 
which  they  scoop  out  in  the  gravel  or  mud  at  the 
bottom  of  the  water  in  which  tliey  Uve.  The  parent 
fish  protect  the  eggs  and  fry,  and  accompany  their 
little  ones  for  some  time  after  they  are  able  to  leave 
the  nest.  I  see  no  reason  why  Black  Bass  should 
not  be  induced  to  breed  in  a  large  aquarium  ;  in 
fact,  they  may  have  already  done  so. 

Like  the  carp  and  the  tench,  the  Bass  retires 
during  winter  to  the  bottom  of  the  pond,  lake,  or 
river  in  which  it  fives.  The  Black  Bass  while  in 
confinement  should  as  soon  as  possible  be  encouraged 
to  eat  pieces  of  raw  meat.  One  of  these  fish,  about 
6in.  long,  will  devour  several  small  minnows  a  day. 
A  specimen  of  mine  has  taken  five  within  a  few 
hours. 

The  length  of  the  head  of  the  Black  Bass  about 
equals  the  depth  of  its  body.  It  is  not  so  "  hog- 
backed  "  as  the  English  perch.  The  mouth  is 
rather  large  and  cruel-looking,  and  the  under- jaw 
projects  a  httle  beyond  the  upper.  The  front  dorsal 
fin  has  nine  spines,  the  tallest  of  which  is  in  the 
middle,  the  others  gradually  decreasing  in  height 
towards  each  end.  The  back  dorsal  fin,  which  is 
the  taller  of  the  tv/o,  is  joined  to  the  front  one  in  a 
way  which  is  somewhat  similar  to  the  junction  of 
those  of  the  ruffe  (Acerin'a  cernua).  The  spines  are 
very  sharp,  and  blackened  near  their  points.  Tliey 
are  not  so  often  carried  erect  as  are  those  of  the 
common  perch  (Perca  fluviatilis).  The  back  dorsal 
fin  is  nearly  always  erect  and  vibrating.  All  the 
fins  are  large  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  fish. 


and  are  continually  in  motion,  especially  the  pectoral 
fins.  The  tail  fin  is  large,  powerful,  slightly  forked, 
and  black  along  its  edges.  All  the  fins  are  dusky 
at  their  bases,  becoming  of  a  light  greenish  tinge 
towards  their  extremities.  The  anal  fin  has  a 
sharp  spine.  The  general  colour  of  the  fish  is  a 
dark  ohve-green.  Sometimes  the  body  is  marked 
with  black  spots  or  blotches.  The  sides  of  the  head 
are  a  dusky  kind  of  white,  on  which  are  two  broad 
reddish  stripes  running  parallel  with  the  mouth. 
The  scales  are  small. 

{To  he  continued.) 


HANDEL'S  "MESSIAH"  AT  THE 
ALBERT  HALL. 


The  customary  performance  on  Xew  Year's  Day 
of  Handel's  "  Messiah  "  by  the  Royal  Choial  Society 
took  place  at  the  Albert  Hall.  The  audience  was 
so  large  that  only  a  few  seats  in  the  bo.xes  and 
amphitheatre  were  unoccupied,  and  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  revered  oratorio  was  one  of  the  best 
under  the  direction  of  Sir  Frederick  Bridge.  In 
some  respects,  indeed,  it  may  be  said  to  have  sur- 
passed previous  renderings  on  like  occasions,  a  result 
accruing  partly  from  the  exceptional  fina  body  of 
voices  composing  this  season's  choir,  and  partly  from 
the  unaffected  and  sincere  manner  in  which  the  solos 
were  sung.  The  pure,  bright  quality  of  Miss  Helen 
Jaxon's  soprano  voice  carried  well  in  the  huge  hall, 
and  although  she  somewhat  hurried  certain  tlorid 
passages,  her  reading  of  "  Como  unto  Him,"  and  "  I 
know  that  my  Redeamer  liveth,"  was  instinct  with 
earnest  and  devotional  feeling.  It  should  bo  added 
that  Miss  Jaxon  sang  in  place  of  Miss  Margaret 
Macintyre,  who  was  prevented  from  filling  her 
engagement  owing  to  the  recent  death  of  her  father. 
Madame  Clara  Butt  was  alsT  unable  to  appear,  owing 
to  continued  indisposition,  but  ^liss  Ada  Cro.sslev, 
to  whom  the  contralto  solos  were  entrusted,  sung 
with  rare  beauty  of  voice  and  with  the  utmost  purity 
of  style  and  finish.  Mr.  William  Green  and  Mr. 
Watkin  Mills  also  rendered  tiie  solos  for  male  voice 
with  e.xcellent  effect.  Sir  Frederick  mw  and  aijain 
adopted  a  (juicker  lrmp:>  than  was  advisable  in  so 
large  a  building,  notably  m  the  ''Hallelujah"  choras. 
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which  thereby  lost  somewhat  of  its  grandeur,  and 
an  effect  was  lost  by  beginning  the  chorus  "Glory 
to  God"  forte  instead  of  -piano  ;  but  these  and  one 
or  two  less  important  points  were  only  blemishes  on 
what  was  otlierwise  an  exceptionally  fuie  rendering 
of  the  choruses.  The  body  of  vocal  tone  was  superb, 
and  the  interpretations  of  "  And  the  Glory  of  the 
Lord  "  "For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,"  and  the  close 
of  "For  all  we  like  sheep,"  were  magnificent.  The 
work  was  performed  according  to  the  admirable 
version  prepared  by  Messrs.  T.  W.  Bourne  and  J.  E. 
Boland. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Gekebal  Remarks. — The  lower 
reaches  of  the  river  are  now  in  semi-flood,  being 
almost  too  highly  coloured  for  fishing  on  Wednes- 
day ;  but  the  water  was  being  run  off  rapidly,  and 
so  there  may  be  a  better  chance  for  anglers 
to-day.  The  hailstorm  of  last  week  had  the 
effect  of  greatly  lowering  the  temperature  of  the 
water,  which  put  the  roach  off  the  feed  ;  and  even 
on  Tviesday,  although  the  temperature  of  the 
air  was  mild  and  warm  for  the  time  of 
the  year,  the  water  was  icy  cold.  The  river 
has  had  a  good  scour  ;  but  these  constant  changes 
upset  the  sport,  and  though  several  anglers  have 
been  out,  their  reports  have  only  been  of  a  meagre 
<  haracter.  The  roach  fishing  has  been  very  poor 
lately  at  Thames  Ditton  ;  but  Mr.  Charles  Lawless 
the  ether  day  had  a  good  show  of  fish  from  a  baited 
swim.  Anglers  will  regret  to  hear  of  the  suicide  of 
a  professional  fisherman  at  Marlow  named  George 
Bartholomew.    It  is  many  years  since  the  Thames 


lost  a  professional  angler  through  suicide,  the  last 
known  case  taking  place  at    Kingston. — F.  H. 

AMrHLETT. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  recent  rains  have  made  a 
rise  in  the  river  of  about  twelve  inches  above 
summer  level ;  it  is,  however,  well  within  boimds. 
The  weir  at  Marsh  Lock  is  drawn,  and  a  very  heavy 
stream  is  running,  with  plenty  of  colour  in  the 
water.  No  fishing  has  been  attempted.  Prospects 
are  not  very  promising,  but  "if"  we  get  no  more 
rain  by  the  week  end,  there  should  be  a  chance  to 
get  some  roach  on  the  shallows  and  quiet  eddies, 
and  the  careful  angler  should  be  able  to  find  a  jack 
with  a  small  dace  on  paternoster.  One  thousand 
nice  bream  arrived  here  on  Jan.  2  from  the  Manor 
fishery,  Caistor,  and  were  put  in  the  river  near 
Henley  Bridge  by  the  Henley  Preservation  Asso- 
ciation. Messrs.  Hobbs,  Cleg,  Carter,  Holloway, 
Slade,  Mead,  and  others  assisted  in  the  turning  in 
of  the  fish,  which  were  in  very  good  condition.  A 
large  nnmber  of  trout  are  to  be  turned  down  as 
soon  as  conditions  are  favourable. — Stanley  Mead. 

Ancholme  District. — The  elements  are  in  a  very 
unsettled  state,  but  there  is  now  some  colour  in  the 
water  and  prospects  are  fair  for  the  coming  week. 
The  best  lengths  at  present  will  be  about  Brandy 
Wath  and  Bishopbridge,  where  it  usually  fines  first. 
The  water  is  a  little  too  thick  for  pike. — Thomas 
Ford,  Caistor. 

Crouch  (Burnham). — For  the  past  few  weeks 
angling  here  has  been  at  a  dead  standstill.  There 
are  no  fish  in  the  river  at  the  present  time  worth 
the  trouble  of  trying  for  with  the  rod  and  line. 
Yet  the  netsmen  have  been  getting  tons  of  sprats, 
which  are  mostly  sold  to  farmers  to  be  used  as 
manure  for  the  land,  and  capital  stuff  it  is  too  ;  rare 
crops  of  vegetables  and  fruit  are  gathered  where  it 
has  been  dug  in  the  ground  Codling  may  be 
expected  to  come  into  the  river  soon. — J.  Wright. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  There  is  a  large 
number  of  salmon  on  the  moorland  spawning-beds. 


The  number  is  considered  to  be  larger  than  for 
many  years  past,  and  this  may  be  taken  as  an 
indication  that  the  next  season  will  be  a  satisfactory 
one.  Some  of  the  fish  have  already  spawned,  and 
several  are  returning  to  the  saa.  The  river  is  in 
flood  after  the  heavy  rainfall.  The  Torquay  Town 
Council  have  decided  to  piirchase  ten  thousand 
trout  for  the  reservoirs  on  Dartmoor.  A  similar 
niimber  for  the  Dart  would  be  welcomed. — 
Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — We  have  had  a  lot 
of  rain  during  the  past  week,  and  the  river  has 
been  in  flood.  It  is  now  lowering,  and  if  there  is  not 
much  rain  this  week  should  be  in  good  order  for 
pike  and  grayling  next  week. — H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — With  the  exception 
of  a  few  pike  from  the  Cowley  and  city  portions  of 
the  river  little  has  been  done,  Mr.  Crisk  having  one 
pike  of  91b.,  the  others  caught  being  of  small  size.  On 
Jan.  3  and  Jan.  4  a  general  downpour  of  rain  caused 
a  very  heavy  flood,  which  has  done  much  damage 
and  some  loss  of  sheep  and  pigs,  it  being  the  highest 
water  we  have  experienced  for  several  years  past, 
so  that  for  the  next  few  days  fishing  will  be  r 
standstill.    In  the  canal,  which  fortunately  is 
ever  interfered  with  by  heavy  floods,  the  few  ang 
who   have    braved   the   changeful  weather  h. 
secured  a  few  pike  and  perch,  but  none  of  very 
large  size. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Iiincs  and  Camhs). — 
The  weather  has  been  tolerably  fine  for  angling 
during  the  Christmas  holidays.  Persons  pursuing 
roach  appear  to  have  had  a  fairly  good  time  of  it, 
and  anglers  in  the  most  noted  swims  have  had  as 
many  as  121b.  to  151b.  per  bag  to  report :  thc;e 
have  been  chiefly  made  with  the  tail  end  of  a  dew- 
worm  as  bait.  Pike  fishing  has  also  proved  re- 
munerative, some  numerous  lots  having  bean 
reported  from  the  Swineshead  district  of  the  Forty- 
foot.  A  party  of  anglers  on  reaching  bent  visited 
the  Ouse  at  Ely  (Cambridgeshire)  the  other  day, 


Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemerej 

Having  largely  increased  the  numbers  of  their  Stock  Fish  are  quoting  low  prices  for 


FROM  WILD  OR  DOMESTICATED  FISH.    See  a/so  advertisement  on  cover. 
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High=dass  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

vn  Great  Britain. 
Ten  Gold  and  I»i?iz©  IVLedals  Jl.wa>]?decl. 


Telegrams—"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone— No.  31. 

Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  applicatioii. 


"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  lUustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  pubUshed  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  mont^ 

Annual  Subscription,  6s.  6d. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors-WYERS  Freres,30,  Qaai  de  Louvre,  Paris 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

P)CxMf)i«— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetin"3  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters, 
at  Chesham,  Bucks,  one  hour  from  London,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fisliing  Waters,  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex  There  is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.— 
For  iuformation,  apply  to  the  SECliETAiiY. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

rrediUnt—&lR  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Ajjeuts  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  .hi  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Uead(|uurter3,  4,  l''ctter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  inf(nnHtioii,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Ottices  at  tlie  same  address, 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: — 
Trout,  Salmon,  Qrayling,  Char,  Bass,  Sunfish,   Pike,  Perch,   Roach,  Dace,  Tench, 
Golden  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,  Goldfish,  Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 
Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice.  Large 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 

Address—      TliOlVJiLS  FORI^, 

Gaiistox*,  ILiincolnsliive. 

ESTABLISHED  1880. 


PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities : 

Tpammels,  Drags,  Shoec, 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


Prices 
on 

application. 


Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 

GRANT'S  MORELL 

BRANDY 

Is  the  most  Delicious  Liqueur  in  the  World. 

It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.  Most 
comforting  in  damp  and  chilly  weather. 

Nice'with  Lemonade  or  Soda  Water.       Sold  by  Wine  Merchants  and  at  Restaurants. 
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and  experienced  some  fine  sport.  This  appears  to 
be  a  splendid  winter  resort,  the  bed  of  the  river 
being  comparatively  free  from  weeds. — Limpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  District). — Heavy  rains 
have  caused  a  lot  of  colour  in  the  water.  At  the 
time  of  writing  (Wednesday  night)  it  is  much  too 
muddy  for  any  fishing.  If  there  is  not  a  great  fall 
of  rain  during  the  next  forty-eight  hours,  the  river 
should  be  in  excellent  trim  by  about  Saturday 
(Jan.  10)  for  all  kinds  of  sport.  I  should  then 
recommend  "  tight  corking "  for  roach  and  dace, 
using  red  worms  or  gentles  for  baits.  Paternostering 
for  perch  would  be  well  worth  trying. — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  heavy  rainfall  will 
be  nowhere  more  welcomed  than  in  the  Lea  valley, 
not  only  because  of  the  low  condition  of  the  Lea 
and  its  tributaries,  but  because  this  long-suffering 
river,  on  account  of  its  polluted  state,  much  needed 
refreshing  and  purifying.  There  has  been  a  lot  of 
fresh  water  in  it,  and,  given  finer  weather,  the  best 
sport  of  the  season  should  ensue  among  the  roach. 
During  the  week  some  good  specimens  of  those  fish 
have  been  secured  in  the  upper  waters,  and  some 
dace,  perch,  and  pike  have  also  been  taken.  A 
41b.  pike,  landed  at  Ponders  End,  was  taken  on  a 
knob  of  bullock's  pith  wliile  an  angler  was  chub- 
bing.  I  hear  some  of  the  Lea  trout  are  running  up 
the  Beane  to  spawn,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
push  of  water  will  not  harm  the  ova  which  has  been 
deposited.  The  Stort  ought  to  be  worth  a  visit  for 
roach  now. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland). — 
Rivers  are  all  flooded,  and  have  overflowed  their 
banks,  submerging  hundreds  of  acres  of  land. 
Fishing  is  at  a  complete  standstill,  with  no  indica- 
tion of  a  favourable  change.  Glass  very  low ;  wind, 
S.W.,  strong. — R.  T.  Williams. 

IiUgg  and  Arrow  (Iieomiuster). — Both  streams 
are  running  out  of  condition  for  angling.  The 
weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  falls  of  rain, 
snow  and  hail  have  been  had  ;  both  rivers  soon 
began  to  rise,  and  are  muddy  and  bank  full. 
Fishing  is  out  of  the  question,  and  will  be  for  some 
days,  as  there  is  little  prospect  of  better  weather 
at  present,  and  until  we  get  some  good  frosts 
nothing  will  be  done  with  fly  or  worm.  The 
Pinsley  is  coloured. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough.). — Owing  to  the  heavy 
rains  at  the  commencement  of  the  week,  the  water 
in  the  river  has  become  distui'bed,  and  will  be  out 
of  condition  for  angling  for  some  days.  During  the 
past  week  a  few  good  pike  have  been  captured — the 
best,  just  over  91b. — by  Mr.  James  Hooke,  of  Peter- 
borough, at  Nab  Staunch,  Alwalton.  The  heaviest 
pike  captured  in  the  district  was  from  the  river  at 
Oundle  ;  it  was  a  fine  fish  and  weighed  121b. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  at  last  in  splen- 
did condition  for  all  kinds  of  angling.  Seven  pike 
were  taken  on  Jan.  6  from  8Jlb.  up  to  151b.  ;  about 
eighty  roach,  from  12oz.  up  to  lib.  3oz.,  and  some 
good  perch,  including  one  of  21b.  4oz.  taken  by  Mr. 
O.  Noble.  Anyone  desirous  of  having  a  few  days' 
sport,  the  conditions  for  at  least  a  week  now  are  as 
favourable  as  one  can  wish,  and  genuine  results 
may  be  expected. — Edward  Collinson. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  best  sport  during 
the  past  week  has  been  pike  fishing,  and  a  large 
number  of  fish  have  been  captured,  although  mostly 
running  small.  The  best  fish  taken  was  8Jlb., 
captured  by  a  London  angler,  Mr.  Herbert,  and  on 
Jan.  4  Mr.  R.  Hubbard,  of  the  Cambridge  Heath 
Brothers,  had  nine  fish  running  from  41b.  to  61b.  each, 
all  taken  spinning  with  a  spoon  bait.  The  water 
has  since  altered  considerably.  We  have  had  some 
heavy  rains  and  thunderstorms,  and  the  river  is 


now  running  bankful  and  very  thick.  Roach  fish- 
ing, which  for  the  last  few  weeks  has  been  practic- 
ally useless,  will  now  be  in  full  swing  again,  and  if 
no  more  rain  falls  the  river  will  be  in  grand  con- 
dition for  Jan.  11,  and  brandlings  or  gentles  should 
be  the  killing  bait. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Biivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  A 
rough  week  has  been  experienced  in  the  south — 
gales,  rain,  and  hailstorms,  with  the  wind  veering 
to  all  points  of  the  compass.  Bright  sunshine  for  a 
few  hours  has  been  succeeded  by  a  small  deluge. 
Angling  in  the  rivers  is  out  of  the  question.  In 
the  low-lying  districts  the  rivers  are  over  the  banks 
and  the  country  flooded.  Many  miles  of  land  in  the 
Pulborough  district,  also  in  East  Sussex,  are  sub- 
merged, and  it  will  be  some  time,  even  with  a 
cessation  of  rain,  ere  we  can  hope  for  sport.  Chichester 
Canal  is  the  only  public  water  I  know  of  that  is  fish- 
able.  Thewater  isnot  affected  by  up-country  floods — 
the  Lavant  course  and  other  feeders  have  been  dry 
for  some  time — but  the  water  is  fast  rising,  and  will 
benefit  many  of  the  wells  that  have  been  useless  for 
months.  A  few  small  bream  and  pike  have  been 
taken  at  |Chichester  Canal,  and,  with  fine  weather, 
sport  should  be  good.  Pike  are  feeding  in  the  basin 
a  few  yards  from  the  railway  station.  The  water 
here  is  about  7ft.  in  depth,  and  holds  good  carp, 
bream,  and  eels.  At  the  north-east  corner,  where 
the  Lavant  stream  runs  in,  is  a  well-known  rendez- 
vous of  good  perch. — George  F.  Salter 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  very  high  and  muddy,  and  out  of  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled,  and 
since  last  Wednesday  night  heavy  rain  has  been 
had,  accompanied  by  strong  gales  of  wind.  On 
Saturday  morning  (Jan.  3)  a  heavy  thunderstorm 
passed  over  the  district  accompanied  by  lightning, 
a  most  unusual  occurrence  for  this  time  of  year. 
The  weather  itself  is  more  like  March  or  April,  and 
not  at  all  like  January.  The  water  is  now  running 
bank  full  and  going  down  but  slowly,  and  there  is 
little  prospect  of  any  change  at  present  as  more 
rain  threatens,  and  it  will  be  some  days  before 
fishing  will  be  had.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  coloured  and  high,  and  out  of 
order  for  fishing. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 

visited  with  all  kinds  of  weather  since  last  report. 
Rain,  hail,  snow,  thunder  and  lightning  have  been 
had,  and  the  heavy  rain  has  caused  the  water  to 
rise  rapidly  and  colour ;  it  is  now  quite  out  of 
order  for  fishing,  and  will  be  for  some  time  as  there 
is  little  prospect  of  any  better  weather,  and  nothing 
can  be  done  before  the  water  clears  again.  — 
Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — At  the  time  of  writing  the  Tyne  is  a  full 
bank-topper,  and  some  time  must  lapse  before  there 
is  any  angling  to  report.  The  neighbouring  rivers 
are  all  more  or  less  out  of  order  through  the  recent 
heavy  rains.  Two  Newcastle  gentlemen  have  had 
some  good  pike  fishing  on  some  private  water,  their 
take  numbering  fifteen  fish.  The  heaviest  turned 
the  scale  at  161b.  I  should  have  liked  to  have 
been  with  them. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  87,  Grey-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lines).— The 

Witham  has  been  well  frequented  dm-ing  the 
holidays,  and  the  river  side  has  had  visitors  from 
a  long  distance.  In  the  Bardney  district  the  worm 
has  proved  a  capital  bait,  not  only  in  the  main  river 
but  in  the  Sincil  Dyke.  Fishing  near  Five  Mile 
House-lane  they  occasionally  met  with  fairly  good 
sport,  many  fish  running  up  to  l|-lb.  each.  The 
best  were  got  near  the  bridge  at  Bardney.  From 
the  Old  Barlings  Eau  there  were  some  good  captures. 
Among  the  other  roach  reaches  where  heavy  fish 
have  been  caught  may  be  mentioned  Stixwold, 
Kirkstead,  and  the  stretch  of  water  below  Langrick 
Ferry.  For  once  in  a  way  pike  anglers  had  a  lively 
time.  All  along  the  river  between  Bardney  and 
Boston  come  excellent  news,  especially  from  Tat- 
tershall.  There  numbers  were  caught  41b.  and  51b. 
each,  and  specimens  ran  up  to  111b.  and  121b. 
Visitors  to  drains  about  Boston  have  had  low  waters 
to  contend  with,  the  Bargate  and  Cowbridge  being 
so  low  that  fishing  was  out  of  the  question  except 
from  holes.  At  Mount  Pleasant  only  was  the  fishing 
a  success. — Luci. 


Geatlikg  Flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  23.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  In  the  kingdom.  All  patterns 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Miller,  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  experience.  Sample  dozen  flies  sent  on 
receipt  of  2s.  Fly  dressing  material — wings,  hackles,  silks,  etc. 
Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  requirements. 
Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  ilallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality,  2d.  per 
dozen  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair  casts,  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc.— J.  E.  MlLLKit  (Telephone 
2601),  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  13,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams:  "Piscalor,  Leeds.' 


Yore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Onse,  etc. 
(Yorks). — Although  wo  had  heavy  waters  to  contend 
against,  sport  in  the  Yore  continued  very  fair  up  to 
Saturday,  Jan.  3,  and  on  that  afternoon  I  found  the 
grayling  "  well  on  "  and  caught  sixteen  nice  fish  in 
a  couple  of  hours.  I  think  if  I  had  commenced 
before  lunch  I  should  have  captured  more  than  I 
should  have  cared  to  carry  homo.  Tlio  pike  fisher- 
men in  the  lower  reaches  at  Boroughbridge,  etc., 
had  good  sport,  Mr.  A.  H.  Mor.sey  Thompson  on 
Saturday,  Jan.  3,  having  had  excellent  sport  in 
some  private  waters,  his  largest  fish,  which  ho  sent 
me  for  preservation,  weighing  141b.  A  day  or  two 
previously,  Mr.  J.  Bury  captured  a  beautiful  pike  of 
181b.  2oz.  This  in  due  time  will  adorn  the  walls  of 
the  Robin  Hood  (Leeds)  Angling  Society's  Club 
Room.  Since  Saturday  the  weather  has  boon  too 
bad  for  anything — rain,  snow,  sleet,  high  winds  and 
flooded  rivers  making  angling  almost  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  few  anglers  out  have  returned  with 
empty  baskets,  and  until  the  weather  becomes 
more  settled  there  is  little  prospect  of  any  improve- 
ment in  sport.  The  York  and  District  Amalgama- 
tion of  Anglers,  at  a  meeting  held  at  headquarters — 
the  Bay  Hor.se  Hotel,  Marygate,  York — on  Tuesday 
evening,  completed  arrangements  for  taking  over 
the  fishing  rights  of  the  Montagu  Estate  on  the 
river  Nidd,  from  Skip  Bridge  up  to  Cattal,  a  dis- 
tance of  from  eight  to  nine  miles.  The  members 
will  also  be  pleased  to  learn  that  a  portion  of  the 
Foss  from  Towthorpe-road  Bridge  up  to  the  rail- 
way bridge  has  also  been  secured.  The  committee 
also  considered  a  standard  table  of  takable  fish ; 
their  views  on  the  subject  will  be  submitted  to 
the  general  meeting  which  takes  place  on  Tuesday 
next. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Angler.s'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  have  been 
in  full  flood  every  day  since  the  advent  of  the  New 
Year.  If  the  spawning  beds  are  not  too  much 
disturbed,  the  early  fresh  will  be  all  the  better  for 
the  coming  year.  The  waters  are  now  letting  with 
increased  demand. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down). — The  spawn- 
ing period  on  the  feeders  of  the  waters  of  the 
Belfast  Anglers'  Association  is  considered  to  have 
been  a  good  one,  and  there  was  none  of  the  poaching 
which  was  practised  extensively  before  the  Associa- 
tion obtained  control  of  the  lakes.  Trout-fishing 
opens  on  March  1. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  local  rivers  are  all 
high  in  flood  after  the  rain  of  the  early  part  of  the 
week.  There  has  been  no  coarse  fishing  since  last 
report.  His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  has  kindly  consented  to  become  the 
patron  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association — the 
largest  angling  club  in  Ireland. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone). — The  last  salmon  have 
completed  their  spawning  operations  and  the  earlier 
fish  have  gone  down  to  Lough  Neagh.  Taken  all 
round  the  spawning  season  on  this  river  and  its 
tributaries  was  the  best  in  the  past  decade  both  for 
numbers  and  decrease  of  poaching.  The  "dalla- 
ghan"  and  "  boddaghs "  have  long  since  .spawned 
and  returned  to  Lough  Neagh.  There  was  a  decrease 
in  their  numbers  apparently.  Trout  fishing  opens 
here  on  March  1. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).  The  Waterville  weir 
fishery  opened  on  Jan.  1.  The  conditions  were  not 
favoiu-able  for  ascending  fish,  and  only  five  salmon 
were  had  from  midnight  on  Wednesday  until  mid- 
day on  Friday,  when  the  weekly  close  season  inter- 
fered. The  fish  averaged  close  on  121b.  The  weir 
was  put  down  again  at  midday  on  Monday  (Jan.  5), 
but  I  have  not  heard  results  at  time  of  writing. — 
T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — The  weather  has  been  rather  imsettled 
lately,  but  it  is  all  good  fishing  weather,  and  when 
suitable  some  decent  takes  have  been  landed.  Tides 
suit  well  this  week  and  part  of  next. — Edwabd 
Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Strong  south  and  south-west 
winds  have  somewhat  marred  pier  fishing  for  the 
last  few  days,  but  general  results  have  been  satisfac- 
tory. On  Saturday  (Jan.  3)  the  whiting  took  the 
baits  very  readily,  and  grand  catches  resulted. 
Master  Charles  Browne  especially  distinguislung 
himself  by  lus  splendid  take  of  whiting.  A  south- 
west wind  of  moderate  strength  blew  on  J  an.  4,  and 
the  water  was  in  good  condition,  but  the  fish  proved 
few  and  far  between  in  the  morning;  the  after- 
noon catch  was  more  satisfactory.  Messi-s.  New- 
combe,  Humphreys,  Bursill,  and  Igglosden  were  tlie 
only  visiting  anglers,  and  Mr.  WnddelFs  catch  of 
codlmg  was  the  heaviest  recently  made.  Monday 
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(Jan.  5)  openetl  vory  wet  and  squally,  but  this  did 
not  deter  many  from  wetting  their  lines,  the 
eeneral  results  of  the  day  being  good,  though 
the  size  of  the  whiting  was  very  much  below 
recent  averages.  Master  Harding  was  success- 
ful among  the  codling,  and  some  ten  juveniles  left 
the  pier  at  dusk  quite  pleased  with  their  respective 
catches.  The  night  fishing  was  especially  good, 
Mr.  Chapman  landing  more  codling  than  he  could 
conveniently  carry  away  with  him.  Tuesday 
(Jan.  6)  yielded  very  indifferent  results  in  the 
morning,  but  upon  the  draw  of  the  flood-tide  a  fair 
number  of  whiting  came  to  hand.  To-day  (Wed- 
nesday, Jan.  7)  a  half  gale  of  wind  from  south-west 
is  blowing,  and  sport  is  almost  at  a  standstill,  the 
number  of  anglres  being  exceptionally  small.  Some 
good  catches  of  codling  took  place  in  the  afternoon 
but  whiting  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 
Prospects  of  sport  are  not  good  at  present. — J 
RiCHABDSON  (B.S.A.S). 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards.— The  weatherduring 
the  last  week  has  been  very  rough,  and  utterly 
impossible  for  boats  to  get  off.  Anglers  from  the 
piers  have  caught  a  few  fiat-fish,  otherwise  nothing 
taken.  Jan.  7. — Strong  westerly  wind  with  rain; 
hea\'y  sea  running.  No  prospects  until  weather 
moderates.—  A. 

Ramsgate. — The  weather  has  greatly  interfered 
with  fishing  this  week,  and  but  few  boats  have  been 
out.  On  Jan.  1  one  boat  had  three  score  of  good 
codling,  and  on  Jan.  4  another  boat  had  in  two 
hours  nineteen  codling  and  a  few  dabs.  From  the 
Iron  Pier  some  codling  and  dabs  have  been  taken, 
and  from  the  East  Pier  codling,  dabs,  and  a  few 
whiting  have  also  been  had.  Water  thick;  wind 
S.W.,  blowing  hard. — Obey  Muilett. 


Ilssoctaf  ions 

(Special  Meetings), 

British  Sea  Anglees'  Society  

With  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  in  the  chair,  thi, 
society  commenced  the  new  year  with  its  custom- 
ary Wednesday  evening  at  the  rooms  in  Fetter- 
lane.    Reports  from  agents  and  members  were 
read  and  received.    Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  reported 
having  been  fishing  at  Deal  last  week,  taking 
some  unusually  fine  whiting,  which,  somewhat 
exceptionally,  were  found  to  lie  on  the  north  end 
feandown  direction;  whiting,  three  score;  seven 
cod,  of  81b. ;  and  a  quantity  of  dabs.    These  latter 
were  numerous  and  fine,  and  appeared  to  have 
followed  on  a  remarkable  arrival  of  shrimps 
unusual  at  this  period.     The  Christmas  fishing 
at  Deal  was  characterised  as  having  been  the 
best  on  record.    One  rod  on  the  pier  took  fifteen 
codling  one  day  and  eleven  the  next.    Mr.  E  C 
Fisk  reported  a  remarkable  fine  whiting  of  2-Mb  * 
which  he  entered  as  a  specimen  fish  for 'the 
•  barcelle     competition.    Mr.  R.  I.  Gordon  had 
taken  a  dozen  good  dabs  and  a  score  and  a  half 
of  whitmg.    It  was  remarked  that  most  members 
had  succeeded  in  catching  colds  without  soma  to 
Deal     Mr.  G.  A.  Maull  on  Saturday  had  rough 
weather,  which  cleared  later  on  ;  had  eight  and  a 
half  score  whiting,  some  21b.,  sixteen  large  dabs 
eight  codling,  one   S^lb.,   and  a  few  pouting. 
Attention  was  then  drawn  by  Mr.  Gordon  to 
the    enormous  destruction  of    immature  fish 
fresh  facts  upon  which  were  adduced  by  members' 
I  his  is  not  by  any  means  the  first  time  this 
society  has  discussed  the  evil,  and  suggestions 
were  made  as  to  the  best  mode  of  inducing  legis- 
lative action,  which  must,  in  the  near  future 
tackle  the  evil.    Mr.  Mitchell  reported  successfui 
catches  at  Deal  last  Saturday  (Jan.  3).  The 
meeting  passed  a  vote  of  much  sympathy  with 
Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  upon  his  recent  illness,  expressing 
then-  wishes  for   his  speedy  recovery.     It  was 
announced  that  the  Committee  had  drawn  out  a 
programme  of  Wednesday  evening  meetings  to 
March  31,  that  the  annual  meeting  would  be 
held  on  Feb.  25,  the  annual  dinner  at  Frascati's 
on  March  11,  and  that  printed  particulars  would 
be  sent  to  all  members.     The  meeting  closed 
wuth  the  usual  toast  of  the  B.S.A.S,  and  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman. — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatoriai,  Society  

At  the  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday  (Jan.  6) 
over  which  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  presided,  mucll 
business  was  transacted.  At  the  ordinary 
ineeting  which  followed,  Mr.  E.  A.  Beamont  took 
the  chair.  There  were  but  few  fishing  reports 
however.  Dr.  Ladell  (at  Ramsgate)  had  a  very 
fair  result  of  some  three  dozen  dabs  and  whiting 
besides  five  codling;  but  Messrs.  Beamont  and 
Cox,  fishing  at  Wargrave,  through  adverse 
weather,  were  only  able  to  basket  one  decent 


chub  between  them.  Mr.  Taylor  exhibited  a  fish 
not  often  seen,  viz.,  a  specimen  of  the  Pseudo- 
phycis  backers  (cod  family),  having  some  very 
remarkable  characteristics.  Mr.  T.  W.  Maynard 
showed  some  choice  examples  of  fine  chinaware, 
most  artistically  embellished  with  piscatorial 
subjects,  promising  to  exhibit  others  also  at  the 
meeting  on  Jan.  20.  Mr.  Beamont  announced 
his  intention  to  make  a  New  Year's  gift  to  the 
society,  and  received  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
for  his  valuable  and  useful  present,  consisting  of 
a  complete  set  of  scales  and  weights,  specially 
made  for  the  society.  The  usual  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society  toast  and  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings.  During 
the  evening  it  was  announced,  and  members  are 
requested  to  note,  that  there  would  be  a  roach, 
chub  and  dace  competition  on  Jan.  13,  and  a 
microscopical  evening  on  Jan.  20,  Mr.  Beutley 
making  the  arrangements.  Further,  that  there 
would  be,  in  celebration  of  the  society's  foimda- 
tion,  a  musical  evening  on  Jan.  27  (ladies  being 
invited),  the  same  date  being  also  fixed  for  the 
pike  and  perch  competition. 

Gresham  Angling  Society— 

Mr.  Mark  Davies  occupied  the  chair  at  both 
the  committee  and  ordinary  meetings  of  the 
society,  on  Jan.  6,  when  important  business  was 
transacted.  A  new  member  was  proposed  for 
election.  Several  members  had  been  fishing,  and 
in  spite  of  the  unfortunate  climatic  conditions 
prevailing,  with  a  fair  measure  of  success.  Mr. 
Hayward  got  some  good  roach  and  perch  from 
the  Ouse  ;  Mr.  Gill  roach  up  to  IJlb.  from 
Brandon;  Mr.  Zerfass  obtained  a  quantity  of 
pike,  largest  7Jlb.,  and  a  chub  of  5Uh.  from  the 
Avon;  Mr.  Gray  took  chub  from  the  Kennet ; 
Mr.  Eldred  good  roach  from  private  water;  and 
Mr.  G.  Maull  had  a  busy  time  at  Deal,  where  he 
succeeded  in  capturing  8i  score  whiting,  codling 
up  to  31b.,  and  a  quantity  of  dabs  and  pouting. 
The  weather  at  Deal  was  very  boisterous,  and 
Mr.  Maull's  catch  was  made  quite  near  the  shore. 
The  graphophone  entertainment  given  by  Mr. 
Zerfass  was  a  great  success.  For  upwards  of  an 
hour  he  delighted  his  audience  with  a  very  choice 
selection  of  "records."  A  most  satisfactory 
feature  of  his  instrument  is  that  the  metallic 
sound  so  common  to  most  instruments  of  this 
kind  was  almost  entirely  absent.  A  very  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him  for  his  kindness. 
Members  will  please  note  that  the  supper  ori 
Tuesday  next  is  at  8  p.m.  sharp.— F.  E.  Eldbed, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting.  Mr.  C.  Butler  has  had  the  honour  of 
being  the  first  member  to  "weigh  in"  this  year, 
having  sent  up  for  exhibition  two  brace  of  Itchen 
grayling,  best  fish,  lib.  7|oz.  Mr.  Horace  Brown, 
who  accompanied  Mr.  Butler  to  the  famous  river 
named,  had  three-and-a-half  brace  of  the  "  Tim- 
mies."  All  were  taken  in  the  last  part  of  the  day 
with  a  green  nondescript  evolved  by  the  assistant 
secretary.  Mr.  Frank  Ward  was  at  Newbury  last 
Saturday,  and  witnessed  the  terrific  storm  of  hail, 
thunder,  lightning,  and  wind  which  prevailed! 
Sport  was  exceptionally  quiet,  a  matter  for  little 
wonder.  The  Thames  in  the  Shiplake  district 
has  fished  badly,  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  getting  a  few 
roach  only  (one  a  12oz.  fish)  in  a  day's  angling. 
At  Uxbridge.  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  and  Mr.  Stanley 
Adam  had  creeled  some  good  perch  up  to  lib.  4oz. 
The  first-mentioned  member  also  landed  seveii 
chub,  mostly,  however,  of  small  size,  his  best  fish 
weighing  21b.  4oz.  The  new  permits  for  1903  are 
now  being  issued;  members  are  required  to  be 
furnished  with  one  of  these,  in  order  to  be  entitled 
to  use  the  society's  waters. — Hon.  Sec. 


A  GREAT  CATCH. 


Well — yes,  I  reckon  he  did,  pard  ! 

At  least  the  boys  all  say 
He  beat  the  record  out  of  sight 

Last  Independence  Day. 
The  way  it  happened  was  like  this — 

I'll  give  it  on  the  squar' — 
Jest  how  the  old  boy  took  'em  in, 

And  skinned  'em  hide  and  ha'r. 

Walt  Smith,  they  'lowed  that  was  his  name, 

A  sporty  cuss  was  he, 
From  poker  down  to  catching  bass 

He'd  scoop  most  any  three — 
That  is,  to  hear  him  tell  o'  it — 

And,  pard,  it  looks  that  way ; 
Each  city  sport  was  ten  plunks  out 

On  that  hot  July  day. 


One  evening  all  of  them  city  chaps 

Sat  'round  a-spinnin'  tales — 
Some  told  of  catchin'  minnow  bait 

And  some  of  catchin'  whales. 
'Twas  fish  and  fishin'  held  full  sway. 

What  bait  was  best  to  ply ; 
Art  Bronson  'lowed  that  "  big  live  chub  " 

Beat  any  kind  of  fly. 

A  phantom  minnow  or  bucktail 
Might  answer  in  a  pinch. 

Or  good  live  frogs  would  fill  the  bill- 
But  if  you  want  a  cinch, 

Jest  cut  a  hunk  of  salt  pork  rind, 
Tied  'round  with  a  red  string, 

'Twill  catch  more  bass  in  half  a  day 
Than  any  other  thing. 

Walt  Smith  spoke  up,  quits  earnest  like. 

"Say;  dog  my  cats!  "  sez  he, 
"You  all  can  have  the  fancy  bait. 

But  angleworms  for  me  ; 
Jest  keep  your  twenty-dollar  poles, 

Your  high-priced  reels  and  line. 
You  couldn't  swap  the  hull  durn  bunch 

For  that  bamboo  of  mine  !  " 

Sez  he:  "You  fellows  make  me  tired! 

I'll  tell  you  what  we'll  do — 
Let's  all  put  up  a  tenner  each. 

And  when  the  contest's  through 
The  man  that  has  the  biggest  string 

Will  rake  in  all  the  dust ; 
I'll  show  you  piscatorial  dudes 

That  on  me  is  no  rust." 

Next  day,  'bout  ten,  Walt  took  his  boat. 

The  biggest  at  the  dock, 
A  long  bamboo  and  big  brown  jug, 

His  anchor  was  a  rock 
As  big  as  any  horse's  head ; 

He  'lowed  the  weight  just  right, 
'Twould  hold  him  fast  in  any  wind 

From  early  morn  'til  night. 

He  rowed  'way  out,  beyond  the  reeds, 

Into  the  deepest  slough. 
Where  he  'lowed  the  bass  was  achin' 

To  test  his  old  bamboo. 
The  anchor  then  was  heaved  away 

And  sank  down  with  a  chug  ; 
He  lit  his  pipe  and  thought  he  would 

Hold  council  with  the  jug. 

He  sat  and  fished  an  hour  or  two, 

The  bass  was  comin'  slow. 
"Unless  the  wind  blows  from  the  south 

My  cake  will  be  all  dough." 
He  saw  the  other  fishing  dudes 

About  on  every  hand, 
A-castin'  out  their  fancy  bait, 

Workin'  to  beat  the  band. 

Sez  he,  "  I  guess  I'm  out  o'  luck. 

Also  my  tenner,  too." 
It  looked  to  him  like  thirty  cents. 

The  cuss  was  feeling  blue. 
Jest  then  his  cork  bobbed  out  o'  sight. 

He  jerked  his  old  bamboo, 
And  slowly  to  the  surface  brought — 

A  string  of  twenty-two. 

"Well,  what  d'ye  think  o'  that?  "sez  he. 

"Things  seem  to  come  my  way. 
I'll  have  them  fellers  dead  to  rights — • 

This  is  my  busy  day." 
He  made  the  string  fast  to  the  boat 

And  headed  straight  for  shore. 
With  two  he  caught  and  what  he  found 

Made  even  twenty-four. 

How  came  the  string  of  bass  out  there  ? 

Well,  pards  say  that's  the  joke. 
The  fish  was  caught  by  Old  Cy  Brown ; 

By  chance  his  stringer  broke. 
The  old  man  never  missed  his  catch 

Until  he  reached  his  pier. 
And  thereby  hangs  the  tale  I've  told — 

Walt  Smith  made  fifty  clear. 

— Tom  J.  NiCHOLL  in  American  Field. 


A  TRUE  ANECDOTE. 

Colonel  :  Well,  Pat,  I  hear  you  caught  a  forty- 
pound  salmon. 

Pat  :   Yis,  yer  'onor. 

Colonel  :  You  weighed  him  carefully,  I  suppose  ? 
Have  you  any  part  of  him  left  ? 

Pat  :  No,  yer  'onor,  but  we  weighed  him  right 
enough  ;  but  we  hadn't  got  any  ballince,  so  we 
put  'em  on  the  kitchen  scales,  and  beheve  me,  yer 
'onor,  there  was  that  much  (indicating)  av  his  head 
outside  the  pan  and  that  much  av  his  tail  outside 
the  pan,  but  anyhow  what  parrt  av  him  was  inside 
the  pan  weighed  twinty-threc  and  a  haff  pounds. 
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RUN  NO  RISK 


KEATINtrS 
LOZENGES 
.  CURE  . 


THE  WORST  CQUGH 


ears 
Soap 


Specially  recoininended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THE 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

wholesale  from 
Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


ANDERSONS'  gold  MEOArwADERS  ]  [^i»DEB^>iS^ QOLO  mtpal  WADERS  1 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(Fop  spinning  op  TROLLING), 

Made  in  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
Sam.  Allcook.  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  Lee,  4,  Elm  Grove, 
Peckham,  S.E.   Large  size,  1/6  ;  small,  1/3. 


Stock  Your  Lakes  .  . 


With  RAINBOW  TROUT 

And  Your  Rivers  .  . 


With     BROWN  TROUT 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Stocking  with  either. 

Form  Lakes  and  Ponds 

WHEREVER  THE  WATER  SUPPLY  IS  SUFFICIENT, 

AND  REDDS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THEM. 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Forming  either. 


TROUT  FARMING 

ON  MOST  MODERN  AND  THOROUGHLY  PRACTICAL  LINES. 

WRITE  OR  VISIT 

MR.  EDGAR  VALENTINE  GORRIE 

The  River  lichen  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
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^offings       tf)e  WctVi- 

And  I  have  loved  thee.  Ocean/  and  my  joy 
Of  youthful  sports  teas  on  thy  breast  to  be 
Borne  like  thy  bubbles  onward  .  ,  . 

— Byron. 


It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  hear  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  R.  J.  C.  Cawse.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  also  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.  Next  week  his  por- 
trait, and  some  notes  on  his  career  as  an  angler  and 
a  sportsman,  will  appear  in  these  columns. 


The  Fresh-water  Fish  (Scotland)  Act  made 
angling  for  trout  on  and  after  this  recent  New 
Year's  Day  illegal.  From  Oct.  15  to  Feb.  28  will 
in  future  be  a  close  time  for  trout,  and  many  anglers 
in  "Bonnie  Scotland"  will  welcome  the  change. 
Time  was  when  angling  festivals  were  held  on  the 
first  day  of  the  year,  much  whiskey  was  consumed, 
and  creels  were  filled  with  trout  so  out  of  condition 
as  to  be  \uifit  for  human  food. 

***** 

A  writer  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  describes  what 
used  to  take  place  thus  : — "  I  have  seen  the  cele- 
brators  at  their  nefarious  play  in  weather  that  was 
fine  and  frosty,  and  in  weather  that  was  wet  and 
miserable — weather,  in  fact,  was  an  item  of  no  con- 
sideration ;  they  came  to  the  dirty  coloured  pools 
well  equipped  for  the  fray,  and,  fixing  their  rods 
over  forked  sticks,  stuck  close  by  the  water's  edge, 
and  fished  till  it  was  time  to  leave  for  the  last  train 
to  town.  And  in  almost  every  case  the  bait  was 
salmon  roe,  which  seems  more  deadly  with  foul  fish 
than  with  those  in  good  form.  '  Nips  '  passed  the 
time  when  bites  were  few,  and  very  frequently  it 
was  a  maudlin  crew  that  sought  the  homeward 
trail.  Ciu-iously  enough,  those  New  Year's  Day 
anglers,  though  they  knew  they  were  doing  wrong 
in  using  the  roe,  saw  nothing  contemptible  or  even 
unsportsmanlike  in  the  slaughter  of  mid-winter 
trout.  J anuary  1  had  come  to  be  regarded  as  the 
opening  day,  and  one  heard  the  fishermen  boast  of 
consecutive  New  Year's  Days  spent  by  the  river- 
side." [Now  such  merry  anglers  may  find  a  chiel 
amang  'em  takin'  notes,  and  a  catch  will  be  a  fine 
catch  in  an  unpleasant  sense  of  the  word.] 


WlNTEB. 

Trees  are  leafless. 
Crisp  the  earth. 
Weird  the  surroundings, 
All  nature  sleeps* 

Hope  and  fear^ 
Dull  the  sky, 
River  surely  frozen, 
Fahrenheit  thirty-two. 

Across  the  fields. 
Rod  dnd  line. 
Flask  and  contents. 
Friend  to  meet. 

Bait  getting  scarce. 

Keen  for  fishing, 

Something  at  last. 

Only  a  dream.         — Dr.  Whiting. 


Mr.  S.  H.  Row  writes  to  The  Times  from  Poole 
to  draw  attention  to  the  great  possibilities  of 
development  presented  by  the  coast  industries  of 
India,  and  in  particular  by  the  Bengal  Sea  fisheries. 
"  Sea  fisheries  alone,"  he  says,  "  if  worked  on  the 
same  co-operative  principles  as  in  this  coxmtry 
would  be  of  great  value  to  these  people.  That  this 
might  have  been  done  any  time  during  the  past  half- 
century  goes  without  saying.  Commercial  enter- 
prise in  India  has  been  directed  to  new  industries, 
and  the  opening  up  of  a  direct  trade  with  Europe 
has  resulted  in  these  productive  industries  being 
neglected.  We  are  now  on  the  eve  of  an  important 
new  departure,  and  the  coast  people,  who  have  a 
special  claim  on  Englishmen,  may  expect  better 
times.  .  .  .  Untold  wealth  lies  latent  along  the 
shores  of  India." 


The  funeral  of  the  late  Mr.  Cormac  O'Dowd  took 
place  at  Norwood  Cemetery  on  Friday,  Jan.  2. 
Besides  relatives  there  were  present  a  number  of 
friends,  members  of  the  Press,  and  several  of  the 
staff  of  the  Anglers^  News,  including  the  co-editor, 
Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews.  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  attended 
on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  the  deceased  having  been  a  highly  respected 
member  of  the  committee.  A  large  number  of 
handsome  wreaths  were  sent  as  a  last  mark  of 
respect  by  those  who  knew  the  worth  of  their  late 
friondi 


Mr.  William  Heaedeb,  of  Plymouth,  sends  the 
following  "seasonable"  advice: — "The  winter 
season  is  fast  slipping  away,  and  fishermen  are 
beginning  to  look  to  their  tackle  and  gear,  so  as  to 
be  ready  for  the  opening.  All  casts  should  be  care- 
fully examined  for  defects,  and  where  there  are  any 
frayed  or  worn  parts  these  should  be  cut  out  and 
the  ends  rejoined,  and  then  the  lengths  should  be 
tested  for  strength ;  they  ought  to  be  first  soaked 
in  warm  watbr  for  a  few  minutes,  as  gut  gets  brittle 
when  dry.  Lines  that  have  been  allowed  to  remain 
on  the  reel  through  the  winter  ought  to  be  tak^n  off 
and  wound  loosely  round  the  back  of  a  chair  to 
thoroughly  dry,  then  they  should  be  wiped  down 
with  a  little  boiled  oil,  putting  a  little  extra  where 
there  is  a  bare  place.  The  Une  should  be  stretched 
out  and  be  tried  for  strength,  to  make  sure  that 
there  is  no  rotten  place.  Rods  should  also  demand 
attention,  splicings  and  rings  should  be  examined 
and  made  good,  and  all  parts  thoroughly  varnished 
with  a  good  hard  spirit  varnish,  two  coats ;  make 
sure  that  all  ferrules  are  firm  and  properly  pinned 
on.  It  would  also  be  a  good  plan  to  go  through  the 
fly-book,  and  to  sort  them  under  their  different 
narnes  and  months ;  it  saves  a  lot  of  time  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season  if  this  is  done  before.  There 
is  not  much  doing  just  now  in  the  fishing  way,  so  it 
is  a  good  time  to  put  things  in  order." 


Under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  O.  R.  Travers, 
M.R.C.S.,  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling 
Association  have  arranged  a  Cigarette  Concert  and 
Ladies'  Night,  to  take  place  at  the  Castle  Hotel 
Assembly  Room,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  4. 
A  splendid  programme  has  been  arranged,  including 
items  by  well-known  professional  entertainers. 
Chair  to  be  taken  at  7.30.  H.  Dowsett  and  W.  G. 
Scott,  lion,  sees. 


The  Sailor's  Song. 

Oh,   the  wind's  to  the  West  and  the  sails  are 
fUling  free ! 

Take  your  head  from  my  breast ;  you  must  say 

good-bye  to  me. 
You'd  my  heart  in  both  your  hands,  but  you  did 

not  hold  it  fast. 
And  the  mill  cannot  grind  with  the  water  that  is 

past. 

0  it's  I  must  away,  and  it's  you  must  bide  at 

home  ! 

1  am  sped  like  the  spray,  I  am  (fickle  as  the  foam  ; 
It  was  sweet,  my  dear,  'twas  sweet,  but  'twas  all 

too  sweet  to  last, 
For  the  mill  cannot  grind  with  the  water  that  is 
past. 

We  have  clasped,  we  have  kissed,  but  you  would 

not  give  me  more ; 
I  must  win  what  we  missed  on  some  other,  farther 

shore. 

You  can  never  hold  the  grey  gull  that  swings 

about  the  mast. 
And  the  mill  cannot  grind  with  the  water  that  is 

past. 

You  will  mourn,  you  will  mate,  but  'twill  never 

be  with  me  ; 
I  am  off  to  my  fate,  and  it  lies  across  the  sea. 
For  it's  God  alone  that  knows  where  my  anchor 

will  be  cast. 

And  the  mill  cannot  grind  with  the  water  that  is 
past. 

— By  J osephine  Dodge  Daskam,  in  the  January 
Scribner's. 


To  the  Icelandei-s,  particularly  the  shore-dwellers, 
says  Black  and  White,  the  advent  of  the  steam 
trawler  has  meant  much.  They  wrested  a  bare 
living  from  the  sea  by  fishing  for  cod  with  lines 
from  an  open  boat,  and  curing  the  fish  thus  dearly 
c::ught  upon  the  beach.  It  was  a  severe  life, 
rendered  not  the  less  hard  by  the  necessity  of 
bartering  the  dried  fish  for  goods  and  provisions 
with  the  storekeeper  of  the  nearest  town.  Then 
came  the  steam  trawler,  towing  its  capacious  net 
and  hauling  up  at  short  intervals  huge  bags  of  fish 
that  must  have  made  the  mouths  of  the  hard- 
pressed  Icelanders  to  water.  In  every  bag  of  fish 
that  the  trawler  hoists  aboard  there  must,  of  course, 
be  a  certain  proportion  of  small  and  coarse  fish 
unsuitable  for  the  home  market.  Herein  lies  the 
Icelander's  opportunity.  Putting  off  from  the 
shore  in  his  curious  craft,  he  rows  or  sails  from  ship 
to  ship,  and  in  exchange  for  whisky  (imported), 
cigars  (of  indescribable  flavour  and  aroma),  lager 
beer  (bottled  in  Reykjavik),  or  even  home  manu- 
factures, such  as  slippers  of  sheep  or  sealskin, 
receives  a  freight  of  the  rejected  fish.  This  he 
carries  home — codling,  coalfish,  skate,  dogfish,  lump- 
suckers,  nothing  comes  amiss — and  cures  (as  the 
exceptional  combination  of  warm  svui  and  cold 
atmosphere  dm-ing  the  brief  Iceland  summer  enables 
him  to  do  to  perfection)  upon  the  beach. 


Humorous  "W.  C.  P.,"  in  the  Yorkshire  Weekly 
Post,  writes  :—"  Anybody  really  wanting  to  register 
a  set  of  "thoroughly  sporting  resolutions  that  will 
give  him  a  downright  tussle,  and,  a  thousand  to  one, 
get  the  better  of  him  at  the  finish,  cannot  start  the 
New  Year  better  than  by  resolving  to  keep  a  diary. 
This  has  the  further  advantage  of  encouraging  the 
diarist  to  cultivate  his  literary  skill  clear  up  to  that 
pitch  of  excellence  necessary  to  saying  the  same 
thing  in  six  different  ways  in  one  week.  For  the 
first  week  or  two  the  sport  is  so  fascinating  that  I 
have  even  known  a  man  stop  away  from  church  to 
write  his  diary  up.  You  begin  on  Monday  :  '  Got 
up  at  eight ;  had  breakfast ;  went  to  business  ;  had 
lunch  ;  came  home  ;  had  dinner  ;  cigar  and  evening 
paper;  bed.'  Then,  on  the  following  day,  to  give 
your  diary  the  charm  of  variety,  you  continue  : 
'Rose  about  the  eighth  hour;  broke  my  fast ;  pro- 
ceeded to  the  office  ;  took  a  snack  ;  returned  home- 
wards ;  dined  ;  evening  paper  and  cigar  ;  sought  my 
couch.'  By  the  end  of  the  week — imless,  of  course, 
you  are  particularly  handy  with  your  dictionary, 
when  you  may  go  on  ringing  the  changes  for  a  few 
days  longer — your  vocabulary  is  completely  bank- 
rupt, and  in  despair  you  enter  up  the  second  Monday 
in  the  same  words  you  used  a  week  before,  and  slam 
in  Tuesday  as  '  Ditto,'  and  Wednesday  'Ditto,'  and 
Thursday  '  Ditto,'  and  so  on  until  the  following 
week  comes  round,  when,  not  being  able  to  find 
anything  new  to  say,  you  work  off  the  whole  week 
at  once  as  '  Same  as  last,'  and  let  it  go  at  that,  after 
which  for  the  rest  of  the  year  the  diary  is  used  with 
great  success  to  help  to  prop  up  that  end  of  the 
piano  where  the  castor  came  off." 

***** 

This  is  not  only  very  funny  but  very  true.  My 
advice  to  those  about  to  keep  a  diary  is  the  advice 
of  Punch — "  Don't !  "  I  have  nrunerous  friends  now 
undergoing  different  terms  of  imprisonment,  con- 
victed solely  on  the  evidence  of  their  diaries.  In 
one  case,  against  a  certain  Friday,  there  was  no 
entry  of  a  purchase  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Result 
— seven  years  ! 


The  Fisher's  Boy. 

My  life  is  like  a  stroll  upon  the  beach. 
As  near  the  ocean's  edge  as  I  can  go ; 

My  tardy  steps  its  waves  sometimes  o'erreach, 
Sometimes  I  stay  to  let  them  overflow. 

My  sole  employment  is,  and  scrupulous  care, 
To  place  my  gain  beyond  the  reach  of  tides — 

Each  smoother  pebble  and  each  shell  more  rare, 
Which  Ocean  kindly  to  my  hand  confides. 

I  have  but  few  companions  on  the  shore ; 

They  scorn  the  strand  who  sail  upon  the  sea ; 
Yet  oft  I  think  the  ocean  they've  sailed  o'er 

Is  deeper  known  upon  the  strand  to  me. 

The  middle  sea  contains  no  crimson  dulse. 
Its  deeper  waves  cast  up  no  pearls  to  view ; 

Along  the  shore  my  hand  is  on  its  pulse, 

And  I  converse  with  many  a  shipwecked  crew. 

, — Exchange. 


The  physiology  class  was  up,  says  Forest  and 
Stream,  and  the  teacher  asked,  "Where  are  the 
bowels  located  ?  "  A  number  of  hands  went  up. 
"  George,  you  may  answer."  George  promptly  put 
his  fingers  on  his  pulse  and  answered,  "Here  it  is." 
"  Oh,  no,"  said  the  teacher,  "I  asked  where  are  the 
bowels?"  George  insisted,  "Here  it  is,"  and  he 
added,  "When  you  are  sick  don't  the  doctor  put 
liis  fingers  on  your  wrist  and  say,  'How's  your 
bowels  ?  '    He  ought  to  know." 


Last  week,  during  netting  operations  by  the 
River  Idle  Fishing  Club,  another  salmon  was  landed 
above  Wiseton  Home  Farm,  in  the  Idle,  near 
Retford.  The  fish  appeared  in  good  condition,  and 
was  at  once  returned  to  the  water  none  the  worse 
for  its  capture.  The  repeated  attempts  of  these 
fish  to  rim  up  the  Idle  speaks  well  for  the  river  as 
a  trout  stream.  Mr.  Harry  Taylor,  of  Sutton,  the 
new  keeper  to  the  club,  has  now  entered  upon  his 
duties,  and,  we  understand,  is  also  being  appointed 
water  bailifi  to  the  Trent  Fishery  Board.  It  is 
understood  that  the  regulations  of  the  board  wUl 
be  strictly  enforced  in  the  Retford  district  in  future. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Central  Association  of 
London  Angling  Clubs  a  smoking  concert  will  take 
place  at  the  Bald  Faced  Stag,  Worship  Square,  Fins- 
bury,  on  Monda3',  Jan.  12,  at  9  p.m.  ;  chairman,  Mr. 
C.  A.  Medcalf  ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore. 
Prizes  won  at  the  Bourne  End  competition  will  be 
distributed  during  the  evening,  when,  if  the  Fates 
permit,  there  will  be  one  present,  intituled 

Dragnet. 
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rrnist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  Midland  anglers  have  been  out 
during  the  Jate  holidays,  and  sport  on  the  whole  has 
been  good.  The  Avon  has  been  well  patronised, 
and  some  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  had  from 
the  Evesham  district;  the  fish  have  been  going  well 
at  red  stewed  wheat.  Good  fish  have  been  had 
from  the  Fladbury  and  Wyre  district.  The  Severn 
has  been  visited,  the  upper  reaches  at  Arley  and 
Hampton  Lode.  Sport  has  been  above  the 
average,  some  good  chub  have  been  taken 
at  the  former  place  above  the  Victoria  Bridge, 
and  some  very  good  pike  have  been  taken 
by  the  Kidderminster  anglers.  Some  of  our 
members  have  done  well  at  Stourport,  but  the  best 
catches  have  come  from  the  higher  portions  of  the 
river.  The  members  of  the  Midland  Piscatorials 
lone  well  on  the  Trent  at  Alrewas ;  some 
-  jod  roach  and  pike  have  been  landed.  This 
have  decided  to  again  restock  their  water. 
1..^  jiver  Blythe  at  Hampstil  Redware,  and  also 
near  to  Coleshill.  has  been  fished  with  good  results. 
A  member  of  the  Ashted  Club  caught  a  nice  lot  of 
dace  at  the  latter  place  last  week.  The  members 
of  the  Birmingham  Heath  Society  have  had 
good  sport  on  their  water  above  Amington 
Pool.  Fishing  at  Sutton  Park  has  been  above 
the  average.  Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  from 
the  Moseley  New  Pool,  which  is  rented  by  the 
Hockley  Piscatorials.  Canal  fishing  has  been  very 
fair  at  Kingswood,  and  a  good  number  of  our 
members  have  done  well  here  of  late.  The  Fazeley 
Canal  has  also  been  fished  with  success ;  some  fair 
catches  of  perch  have  been  taken.  The  Witton 
Canal,  which  is  very  close  to  our  city,  has  provided 
good  sport ;  some  good  roach  and  eels  have  been 
had,  one  of  the  latter  was  taken  on  Friday  (Jan.  2) 
which  weighed  near  upon  31b.  The  Small  Heath 
Club  have  just  finished  a  very  successful  year. 
They  have  had  three  contests,  and  have  ex- 
pended £60  in  prizes  ;  they  also  awarded  at 
their  last  general  meeting  £4  10s.  for  specimen 
fish.  They  are  now  making  new  members,  and  they 
look  like  having  a  very  successful  year  again.  We 
have  had  a  lot  of  rain  during  the  last  few  days 
which  will  do  much  to  interfere  with  the  state  of 
our  rivers  ;  they  are  at  present  very  much  out  of 
condition. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  excessively  wet  and  boisterous  weather  has 
considerably  upset  the  calculations  of  anglers  this 
week,  and  the  waters,  which  were  running  in  the 
pink  of  condition,  have  been  greatly  changed,  so 
much  so  that  it  is  feared  the  sport  will  suffer  in 
consequence.  Many  seasons  have  elapsed  since 
fishing  was  carried  on  so  extensively  at  the  New 
Year  as  it  was  this  year.  The  streams  were  then 
Al,  and  not  only  were  hundreds  of  local  rods  at 
work,  but  scores  came  from  Sheffield  and  other 
towns  in  the  north.  The  Witham,  for  instance,  was 
literally  besieged  with  rods,  and  a  more  bvisy  time 
probably  did  not  prevail  all  through  the  autumn. 
Those  who  fished  exclusively  for  roach  had  an 
exceptionally  good  time,  some  rods  accounting  for 
as  much  as  12lb.  and  151b.  as  the  result  of  a  few 
hours'  sport.  The  tail  end  of  the  dew  worm  again 
did  the  most  execution,  and  the  lengths  at  Bardney, 
Stixwold,  Kirkstead,  JDogdyke,  and  Langrick  proved 
most  remimerative.  Pike,  too,  were  sought  after 
with  equally  good  results.  All  the  lengths  between 
Bardney  and  Boston  were  fished  with  gratifying 
success,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tatter" 
shall.  Trolling  has  also  been  well  patronised  on 
the  Forty-foot,  and  included  with  sundry  others 
captured  in  the  Hubbert's  Bridge  district  last  week 
was  one  of  10|lb.  The  minor  drains  in  the  vicinity 
of  Boston  have  been  running  almost  too  low  for 
successful  sport,  but  now  that  rain  has  fallen  they 
should  be  improved.  If  the  open  weather  continues 
the  Forty-foot  (lower  sections)  for  pike,  and  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  Witham  for  roach,  will  con- 
tinue to  prove  the  best  resorts  in  the  Fen  district. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Both  the  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries  are  in  very 
fair  trim  for  either  pike  or  roach  fishing,  and  during 
the  past  week  pike  up  to  91b.  each  have  been  secured 
with  live  bait  fishing.  Roach  have  also  furnished 
fair  sport  at  times,  both  on  the  Driffield  Canal  and 
top  stretches  of  the  river,  and  fish  up  to  lib.  3Joz. 
secured,  both  paste  and  worms  accounting  for  good 
fish.  The  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  at  their  last  meeting  elected  their 

executive  for  the  season  of   1903  as  follows:  

President,  Mr.  W.  F.  B.  Calvert  ;  vice-presidents. 


Messrs.  W.  H.  Barker  and  C.  Gray;  treasurer, 
Mr.  G.  Turner ;  general  secretary,  Mr.  .J.  Sleet ; 
and  financial  secretarj'  and  registrar,  Mr.  A.  Culkin. 
The  annual  report  showed  a  gradual  increase  of 
membership,  eleven  more  clubs  having  become 
affiliated  during  the  past  year,  and  one,  the  Win- 
colmlee  A.S.,  applied  to  be  affiliated  for  the  coming 
season.  The  annual  members'  meeting  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  for  specimen  fish  caught  during  the 
past  season  will  be  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Hull, 
on  Jan.  23.  The  Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society 
have  fixed  their  two  silver  challenge  cup  competi- 
tions for  the  coming  season  as  follows  : — The  "  Cut- 
ting "  Cup  to  be  fished  for  at  Ferriby  Sluice  on  the 
river  Ancholme,  on  Saturday,  June  20 ;  and  the 
"  Turner"  Cup  on  July  18. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association  was  a  very  successful  one.  The 
general  and  other  reports  were  consistent  records  of 
continued  progress.  At  the  end  of  last  year  they 
had  467  members,  now  the  total  is  488  in  addi- 
tion to  162  for  travelling  cards  only.  Their  private 
waters  in  common  with  fishing  resorts  generally  were 
disappointing  in  the  sport  recorded.  After  various 
experiments  the  committee  have  determined  for  the 
future  to  only  stock  with  brown  trout,  rainbows 
and  Loch  Levens  having  proved  failures.  The  new 
rearing  ponds  have  proved  in  every  way  satisfactory, 
and  are  to  be  extended  in  number.  The  annual 
contests  were  successes,  all  prizes  being  awarded 
for  poor  catches  on  diminished  entries.  Various 
changes  in  the  regulations  for  these  contests  worked 
well.  The  first  year  of  the  challenge  shield  is 
also  satisfactory  and  created  a  lot  of  interest. 
The  prizes  offered  annually  for  specimen  fish  are 
about  on  a  par  with  the  previous  year  in  results. 
The  number  of  fish  is  about  the  same— twenty 
being  taken  in  association  waters,  and  twenty-one 
in  other  waters.  A  few  of  the  weights  only  are 
given  here,  as  follows:  Roach  18Joz.,  perch  lloz., 
dace  9Joz.,  bream  2ilb.,  tench  lib.  lOfoz.,  pike 
2|lb.,  gudgeon  2oz.  2dr.,  trout  21b,  grayling  4|oz.. 
carp  10|oz.,  rudd  4Joz.,  all  from  private  association 
waters.  From  other  waters  the  best  weights  are : 
Roach,  lib.  12Joz.  ;  perch,  15|oz.  ;  dace,  13|oz.  ; 
bream,  3|lb.  ;  pike.  G^-lb.  ;  gudgeon,  2oz.  ;  trout, 
IJlb.  ;  grayling,  8|oz.  ;  carp,  1l-oz.  Two  pike  were 
weighed  in  by  Master  Oscar  Whittle,  for  honourable 
mention,  lUb.  and  7|lb. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  report  from  the  Bollin  on  Jan.  7  reads :  "River 
in  flood  all  week-end,  and  now  running  bank  high." 
The  annual  report  of  the  fish  caught  in  this  river  is 
now  for  the  first  time  made  public,  but,  of  course, 
only  includes  the  figures  actually  returned  to  the 
keeper.  No  doubt  many  rods  have  not  made  any 
return,  or  otherwise  the  total  would  be  much 
larger.  The  grand  total  is  371  trout,  554  roach,  49 
perch,  35  eels.  20  pike,  11  chub,  10  dace,  9  rudd. 
2  carp,  1  grayling,  and  1  bream,  together  with  3,265 
gudgeon.  The  trout  were  taken  by  Messrs. 
Meacham,  35  ;  Nixon,  19  ;  Craddock,  14  ;  Railton, 
13;  Bell,  12;  Shannon,  11;  Thurston,  9;  Cooper, 
8;  Cronshaw,  Semour,  and  Perkins,  7  each;  all 
standard  size.  The  best  individual  efforts  were  by 
Mr.  Meacham,  7  trout;  and  Messrs.  Boyle,  16 
roach;  Davies,  9  roach;  Collins,  11  roach;  and 
Livsey,  8  roach,  for  one  day  only.  These 
results  amply  demonstrate  how  the  committee  are 
working  to  restore  this  depleted  river.  The 
Rowarth  Anglers'  Association  at  the  last  meet- 
ing decided  to  stock  at  once  with  two-year-old 
trout  the  Handforth  stream.  Quite  recently  one  of 
their  young  members  was  drowned  accidentally. 
There  is  only  one  vacancy  in  the  association,  and 
the  members  are  preparing  for  a  very  busy  season. 
An  '•  appreciative  "  audience  assembled  to  hear  Mr. 
C.  H.  Robinson's  lecture  on  "Fishing  in  the  Shet- 
lands  "  on  Jan.  5.  The  lecture  was  illustrated  by 
views  taken  during  the  tour  by  one  of  the  members. 
An  impo)  tant  social  meeting  of  the  Ardwick  Angling 
Society  is  to  follow  an  important  business  meeting 
on  Jan.  13. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  been  out  of  the  question 
th  s  week,  in  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  a 
rtood  on  the  Trent.  The  water  began  to  rise  last 
Saturday,  and  on  Wednesday  the  banks  of  the  river 
had  been  over- topped  in  many  parts.  Towards  night 
there  was  a  fall  of  three  or  four  inches,  although 
t  ie  weather  was  extremely  wild,  and  otherwise 
most  unsettled.  Soon  after  my  last  notes  were 
despatched  news  came  to"  hand  from  Weston  that 
S5me  very  choice  roach  had  been  creeled  with 
gentles  in  the  "  middle  length "  between  the  Cliff 
and  King's  Mills  weirs.  Lower  down  the  river  I 
tried  greaves  for  chub,  but  only  got  a  brace,  the 
water  being  at  least  a  foot  too  high  for  the  successful 
use  of  the  stuff.    A  friend  took  sundry  big  roach. 


best,  lib.  5.Joz.,  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lob- 
worm. With  the  advent  of  the  New  Year  pike 
fishing  is  supposed  to  cease  for  the  season  at 
Kelham  and  King's  Mills.  The  flood  is  bound  to 
replenish  the  various  backwaters,  and  as  soon  as 
these  fine  down  patrons  getting  "first  turn"  ought 
to  score  heavily.  There  is  no  rea.son  why  piking 
should  not  go  on  until  the  end  of  the  present  month. 
At  Shardlow  there  is  no  limit  as  regards  time,  for 
the  waters  contain  plenty  of  trout,  and  where  these 
are  esox  should  not  be. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  York  and  District  Amalgamation  of  Angler.*? 
have  held  a  meeting  at  the  Bay  House  in  Marygato, 
their  headquarters,  Mr.  Harrison  presiding.  A 
standard  table  of  takable  fish  was  considered,  and 
will  be  submitted  to  the  general  meeting  next  week  : 
arrangements  for  taking  over  the  fishing  rights 
on  the  river  Nidd  of  the  Montagu  Estate,  extend- 
ing from  Skip  Bridge  as  far  as  Cattal,  some  eight  or 
nine  miles,  were  completed.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  a  portion  of  the  river  Foss  from  Towthorpe- 
road  bridge  up  to  the  railway  bridge  has  'oeen  taken 
over  by  the  amalgamation.  A  large  pike  weighing 
181b.  2oz.  has  been  caught  in  the  Ure,  at  Borough - 
bridge,  by  a  local  angler.  Another  taken  was  a 
little  over  161b.  The  fish  were  in  splendid  con- 
dition. More  big  pike  are  included  in  the  holiday 
reports  from  the  Pocklington  Canal,  rivers 
and  lakes.  Castle  Howard,  however,  only  yielding  a 
few  very  small  fish.  The  best  catches  lately  were 
made  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Walker,  of  Malton,  secretary  of 
the  Fitzwilliam  A.C.,  who  had  a  pike  of  19}lb.,  and. 
in  company  with  Mr.  Perrin  on  the  same  day,  fish 
of  the  aggregate  weight  of  35Jlb.  were  caught.  The 
rivers  have  been  full  of  flood  water  this  week,  and 
angling  in  them  has  been  out  of  the  question. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Accounts  from  all  the  principal  spawning  rivers 
have  been  satisfactory,  the  water  bailiffs  in  manv 
instances  stating  that  the  number  of  fish  up  was  tho 
largest  for  several  years.  Poaching  was  well  kept 
down,  though  here  and  there  the  fraternity  were 
not  idle.  At  the  last  Balhncollig  Petty  Sessions. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Brennan,  secretary  to  the  Cork  Fishery 
Conservators,  summoned  a  man  named  John 
Murphy  for  illegal  fishing  in  the  river  Bride 
on  Dec.  14.  Constable  Daly,  Farran,  stated  that 
on  the  day  in  question  he  was  on  duty  on  the 
the  river  Bride,  and  about  two  o'clock  in  th  ^ 
morning  he  saw  a  light  on  the  river.  He  proceeded 
in  the  direction  of  it,  and  found  the  defendant  in 
the  river  with  a  torch  in  one  hand  and  a  four- 
pronged  pike  in  the  other.  When  he  (witness) 
came  to  where  defendant  was,  he  hoard  somebody 
on  the  opposite  bank  shouting  to  defendant  to  put 
the  light  out  or  he  would  be  caught.  Witness  then 
arrested  defendant,  and  the  latter  said  that  he  did 
not  think  that  they  (the  police)  would  be  out  at 
that  hour  in  the  morning.  The  defendant  pleaded 
guilty,  and  said  it  was  the  first  time  he  went  poach- 
ing. Mr.  Brennan  asked  that  a  heavy  penalty  be 
imposed.  The  conservators  were  not  in  a  position 
to  have  bailiffs,  and  unfortunately  a  good  deal  of 
poaching  was  going  on  at  present.  Mr.  Grey,  R.M., 
said  each  of  those  fish  killed  now  would  be  worth 
about  £15,  and  Mr.  Brennan  said  between  £15  and 
£20,  and  the  poachers  sell  them  at  about  twopence 
a  pound.  Defendant  was  fined  £4  and  costs,  witli 
an  alternative  of  two  months'  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour.  Sea  angling  continues  suspended 
even  at  the  most  favoured  station,  but  the  nets  are 
having  fair  takes  at  a  few  places  on  the  south- 
western coast. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

17,751.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  S.  AUcock  (trading  as 
S.  Allcock  &  Co.),  Standard  Works, 
Redditch.  Worcestershire.  Spiimina- 
tackle.  The  dead  bait  is  mounted  on  the 
leaded  wire  with  its  head  secured  between 
cheeks  carrying  the  fins.  A  pong  is 
locked  by  a  hook. 

23,505.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  E.  Enwoldsen,  Halvet 
Cottage,  Guernsey,  Channel  Islands. 
Nets.  By  tightening  up  some  of  tho 
strands  and  leaving  others  loose,  the  net 
is  made  to  assume  a  form  in  which  a 
series  of  pockets  serve  to  catch  the  fish. 

28,297.  Charles  Murray,  17,  Warrior-gardens,  St, 
Leonards.  A  net  or  trap  tor  catching 
crabs,  lobsters,  prawns,  or  the  like. 

28, 262.  Durham  Walker  Fitzgerald,  Harry  Elthing- 
ham,  and  T.  McCulloch,  46,  Lincoln's 
Inn  Fields,  London.  Improvements  in 
trawling  gear. 
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SALMON  FLIES   FOR  IRISH  WATERS. 


(Supplied  by  different  fishing  tackle  makers.  On 
show  at  the  Cork  Exhibition  from  May  to 
November,  1902.) 

44.  Fiery  Browns. — Tag,  orange  or  blue  floss  ; 
fiery  browi  body  ;  hackle  to  match  down  body ; 
ribbed  gold,  hackle  jay,  or  blue  at  shoulder;  mixed 
wing,  turkey,  bustard,  pheasant,  mallard,  dyed 
swan,  macaw  fibres. 

30.  Jointed  Greys,  including  the  favourites  used 
on  the  Lee  and  Blackwater,  as  well  as  the  Kerry 
lakes  and  rivers. — The  half  grey  and  brown,  yellow 
hackle  at  shoulder,  mixed  wing  ;  the  blue  orange 
and  grey  with  jay  and  claret  shoulder;  the  blue 
grey  and  lemon  with  yellow  shoulder  ;  the  green 
and  grey  with  red  orange  at  shoulder. 

21.  Lemon  Greys. — Tag,  yellow;  grey  fur  body, 
grey  hackle  down  body  ;  ribbed  silver,  yellow  hackle 
at  shoulder  ;  mixed  wing. 

21.  Golden  Olives. — Tag,  orange  or  blue  floss; 
gelden  olive  body,  ditto  hackle  down  body  ;  ribbed 
gold,  jay  or  blue  shoulder  ;  mixed  wing. 

20.  Palmers. — Floss  silk  bodies,  orange  yellow, 
crimson,  or  jointed  with  hackle  to  match,  jay  or 
blue  shoulder  ;  mixed  wing. 

13.  Jock  Scots. 

11.  Goldfinches. — Claret,  black,  or  yellow  floss, 
some  jointed  hackles  to  match ;  jay  shoulder,  or 
blue ;  wing,  yellow  swan,  toppings,  and  macaw 
fibres. 

10.  Grouse. — Orange,  yellow,  or  green  floss  silk 
bodies ;  grouse  hackle  down  body ;  ribbed  gold, 
jay  or  blue  shoulder;  mixed  wing. 

9.  Plain  Greys. — Grey  fur  body ;  grey  hackle, 
ribbed  silver,  claret  hackle ;  jay  shoulder,  or 
orange  may  be  used  at  shoulder  ;  mixed  wing. 

8.  Lee  Blues. — Tag,  yellow;  body,  blue  seal's  fur ; 
ditto  hackle  down  body ;  ribbed  silver,  yellow 
hackle  shoulder  ;  mixed  wing. 

7.  Blue  Doctors. 

6.  Silver  Doctors. 

C.  Durham  Rangers. 

fi.  Silver  Greys. 

6.  Black  and  Gold. 

Several  fancy  flies  on  show,  but  more  for  orna- 
ment than  for  use.  Various  floss  bodies  of  orange, 
blue,  yellow  or  jointed,  with  jay  hackle  down  body, 
orange,  yellow,  or  claret  at  shoulder.  Similar  bodies 
with  guinea- hen  hackle  down  body  instead  of  jay 
is  good  on  the  Shannon  and  on  the  Kerry  rivers. 

Close  by  those  exhibits  was  the  Anglers'  Rest 
Stall  by  Tim  McCarthy,  Waterville,  Kerry,  who 
showed  a  collection  of  144  different  pattern  salmon 
flies  made  on  single  and  double  hooks  of  various 
makes,  including  the  "  Bickerdyke  "  hook  for  short 
rising  fish.  Among  others  were  the  favourite  Fiery 
Browns  in  great  variety  ;  Golden  Olives,  Clarets, 
Jointed  Greys,  Plain  Greys,  Orange  Grouse,  Green, 
and  Jointed  ;  Palmers  of  various  shades.  Goldfinches, 
Jay  Hackle  Flies  so  much  used  in  Kerry.  The 
Silver  Doctor,  Blue  Doctor  and  Black,  Jock  Scot, 
Black  and  Gold,  Durham  Ranger,  Dusty  Miller, 
Bulldog,  and  other  patterns  introduced  into  Irish 
waters  which  have  been  used  with  success. 

The  New  Prawn  Fly  (invented  by  McCarthy). 

86.  Different  sea-trout  flies  on  eyed  hooks  and 
gut.  Among  these  are  the  fe^vourite  Blues,  Greys, 
Clarets,  Golden  Olives,  Green  Olives,  Clarets  and 
Rails,  Clarets  and  Blues,  so  well  known  to  the  visit- 
ing angler  to  Kerry.  The  Fiery  Browns  of  various 
shades  which  kill  so  well  at  Ballinahinch,  Donegal, 
and  other  parts  of  Ireland. 

144.  Patterns  of  brown  trout  flies,  including 
Lough  Leven,  Lake  Vyrnue,  and  other  loughs.  The 
old  favourite  Hare's  Ear,  Bog  Fly,  Golden  Olives, 
Green  Olives,  special  Partridge,  Dark  Brown  Rails, 
Clarets,  Fiery  Browns,  and  various  shades  of  Duns 
and  Spiders.  Tim  McCarthy. 


A  TARPON  JUMPS  OVER  TWELVE 
FEET  SIX  TIMES. 


Some  time  ago  I  promised  to  send  you  a  description 
ot  the  finest  tarpon  fight  that  I  have  ever  witnessed. 
It  occurred  out  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  beyond  the 
end  of  the  jetty  at  Aransas  Pass,  when  Mr.  L.  G. 
Murphy,  ot  Converse,  Ind.,  and  I  were  there  on 
tarpon  fishing  bent. 

1  had  just  succeeded  in  bringing  to  boat  a  fine 
six-footer  after  a  longer  struggle  than  usual,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  I  had  completely  drowned  the  fish 
before  taking  it  in ;  and  while  the  boatman  was 
baiting  my  hook  for  another  trial  I  sat  watching 
Mr.  Murphy's  boat,  which  was  only  a  few  yards 
distant.  Suddenly  there  was  a  strike,  and  a  heavy- 
looking  six-footer  leaped  into  the  air  over  twelve 
feet  high.  A  few  seconds  later  it  made  another 
leap  fully  as  high,  then  a  run,  and  instantly  after- 


wards another  jump  of  the  same  height.  In  all  it 
made  six  jumps,  and  not  one  of  them  was  less  than 
twelve  feet  high. 

The  ordinary  height  which  a  tarpon  jumps  is  from 
eight  to  ten  feet,  and  generally  each  leap  is  a  little 
lower  than  the  last,  till  finally  the  fish  is  unable  to 
spring  entirely  out  of  the  water.  Once  only  before 
had  I  seen  a  tarpon  jump  so  high.  It  was  on  my 
line  in  the  Panuco  River,  near  Tampico,  Mexico. 
Unfortunately,  that  fish  threw  out  the  hook  at 
once,  so  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  learn 
whether  it  could  keep  up  its  record  on  jumping. 

Mr.  Murphy,  who  is  a  powerfully  built  man,  and 
both  muscular  and  active  in  spite  of  his  sixty-odd 
years,  handled  his  fish  with  much  skill  and 
apparently  the  greatest  ease,  bringing  it  to  gaff  in 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

It  proved  to  be  six  feet  one  inch  long  by  thirty - 
nine  inches  girth,  which  would  make  the  weight  by 
formula  1391b. 

Mr.  Robert  Farley,  the  well-known  and  skilful 
taxidermist  of  this  place,  has  mounted  the  fish,  and 
is  going  to  present  it  to  the  Tuna  Club  of  Catalina 
Island,  and  in  exchange  the  said  club  is  going  to 
send  a  mounted  tuna. 

The  catching  of  this  wonderful  leaper  brought  up 
the  question  of  the  relative  merits  of  tarpon  and 
tuna  as  game  fishes,  and  Mr.  Murphy  and  I  both 
agreed  that  no  fish  could  improve  on  the  fight 
which  the  one  under  discussion  had  put  up. 

In  a  year  or  two,  after  I  have  had  some  experience 
in  catching  tuna,  I  shall  have  something  further  to 
say  to  you  on  the  question  of  which  of  the  two  is 
the  king  of  all  game  fishes.  In  my  opinion,  though, 
the  leaping  shark  will  give  both  the  tarpon  and  the 
tuna  a  close  call  for  supremacy.  I  have  had  con- 
siderable experience  of  late  with  the  leaping  shark, 
but  of  tliis  more  anon. 

I  continue  obtaining  by  personal  experience 
valuable  data  concerning  tarpon  tackle,  and,  as 
soon  as  I  can  spare  the  time,  shall  send  you  my 
promised  letter  on  that  subject. — J.  A.  L.  Waddell 
in  Forest  and  Stream. 


Xettets  to  the  lEbitor^ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


"GRAND  FISHING  AT  FOWEY." 

Dear  Sir, — I  must  trouble  you  with  one  more 
letter  on  the  above  subject.  I  regret  "  W.  R.  G." 
has  not  only  lost  his  temper,  but  has  forgotten  what 
he  has  written  on  the  above  subject,  and  also  my 
remarks  in  reference  to  it.  In  the  first  place,  the 
only  depth  mentioned  by  "W.  R.  G."  was  150ft., 
or  I  should  not  have  found  fault  with  the  report. 
The  whole  gist  of  the  matter  was  the  fact,  distinctly 
stated,  that  they  found  it  no  easy  matter  hauling 
up  these  great  fish  from  a  depth  of  twenty-five 
fathoms,  with  the  lightest  of  tackle  and  no  lead  (or  on 
two  lines,  only  light  ones).  If  "  W.  R.  G.,"  in  his 
letter  of  Dec.  13,  had  kept  more  to  the  point  in 
dispute,  and  clearly  stated  the  fish  caught  on 
Oct.  24  were  not  all  at  the  depth  mentioned,  there 
would  have  been  an  end  of  the  matter.  1  pass  over 
the  very  questionable  taste  of  "  W.  R.  G.'s" 
remarks,  and  should  like  to  say  I  never  doubted 
the  truth  of  the  fish  being  caught,  but  questioned, 
and  rightly  so,  the  depth  stated.  I  was  particul  r 
in  my  letter  of  Dec.  13  to  say,  "without  referring 
to  this  particular  catch,  all  fishing  reports  should 
be  substantiated,"  and  again  on  Dec.  27  I  wrote, 
"  with  regard  to  general  fishing  reports,  forms 
should  be  sent  to  the  hotels,"  etc. 

I  regret  "  VV.  R.  G."  troubled  to  go  into  so  many 
needless  particulars  with  regard  to  himself  and 
friends,  as  the  question  of  the  truth  of  the  report, 
apart  from  the  reported  depth  and  want  of  leads, 
had  never  been  raised. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  "  W.  R.  G."  is  more  to  be 
congratulated  as  a  sea  fisherman  than  a  letter 
writer. 

I  know  the  fishing  ground  off  Fowey,  as  I  stated 
in  my  first  letter,  but  was  not  present  on  Oct.  24, 
or  I  should  have  known  that  it  was  a  neap  tide  on 
that  date. 

My  suggestion  as  to  the  use  of  name  and  address 
referred  to  fishing  reports  and  not  to  ordinary  corre- 
spondence, but  I  have  no  objection  to  signing  my 
name,  and  my  trouble  will  not  be  thrown  away  if 
tliis  correspondence  raises  the  important  question 
of  fishing  reports  in  general,  and  the  great  need  of 
then  being  substantiated. 

I  trust  that  "  W.  R.  G."  in  future,  before  writing 
to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  will  carefully  refer  to 
previous  letters  on  the  subject  in  dispute,  and  not 
lose  his  temper  when  he  has  only  himself  to  blame. 
— Yours  truly,  John  Byres-Leake. 

Cavalry  Club,  W. 


NEEDLE-EYED  HOOKS, 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge  a  mistake 
made  as  to  Messrs.  Warner's  hooks  named  as  above, 
having  supposed  them  to  be  hooks  with  eyes  similar 
to  the  "needles  for  the  bhnd,"  made  by  Messrs. 
Kirby,  Beard  &  Co. 

Messrs.  Warner  have  been  good  enough  to  send 
me  samples  of  their  "  needle-eyed  hooks  "  and  flies, 
with  eyes  exactly  like  those  of  needles  in  shanks 
both  straight  and  upturned  at  the  end.  These 
hooks  do  away  completely  with  the  objections  of 
some  correspondents  as  to  imperfectly  closed  eyes 
of  the  "  turned  "  or  "  ring  "  sort  fraying  gut,  while, 
of  course,  they  set  aside  all  question  of  extra 
weight. 

As  the  eyes  are  made  in  the  wire  without  enlarge- 
ment of  the  shank,  it  follows  that  those  of  the 
smallest  sized  hooks  will  only  admit  of  the  use  of 
very  fine  gut,  finer  than  I  can  say  much  about.  As 
for  my  fishing  I  never  use  it  of  the  extremely,  or 
dangerously,  fine  grades,  but  the  hooks  of  sizes  10 
and  11  and  all  larger  will  take  sufficiently  strong 
gut  for  ordinary  use. 

I  have  no  opportunity  just  now  of  trying  the 
strength  of  these  eyes  in  actual  practice,  yet  it 
seertis  quite  likely  that  the  metal  of  the  sides  of  the 
eyes  would  be  as  strong  as  the  gut  used.  Messrs. 
Warner's  method  of  knotting  the  gut  to  the  hooks 
by  the  ordinary  jam  hitch  through  the  eye  and 
another  round  the  link  is  very  neat,  strong,  and 
firm. 

If  it  were  possible  or  worth  while  to  thicken  or 
"  upset "  the  wire  where  the  eye  is  to  come,  so  as  to 
allow  of  a  larger  eye  for  the  smallest  hooks,  it  seems 
to  me  these  needle-eyed  hooks,  for  flies,  would 
answer  every  need. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 


LIGHT  RODS. 
I  HAVE  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros, 
on  this  interesting  question  and  two  light  rods, 
which  they  wish  "  Val  Conson  "  to  see  and  report 
on,  and  if  he  cares  to  do  so  I  will  add  what  he  says 
to  their  letter  and  publish  it  next  week. — Ed. 


Dear  Sib, — I  do  not  think  the  rod  makers  are 
entitled  to  shift  responsibility  on  to  the  shoulders  of 
Mr.  Halford  and  the  others  you  name.  These 
gentlemen  demanded  the  power,  they  never  stipu- 
lated for  the  weight ;  they  were  told  the  power 
could  not  be  got  without  it,  and  the  power  was 
essential.  Who  but  the  rod  makers  should  find  out 
that  the  power  could  be  got  without  the  weight  ? 
The  American  rod  makers  did;  why  did  not  the 
English  know  ?  Now  you  yourself  put  the  point  in 
a  nutshell  when  you  say,  "  Of  course,  if  American 
rod  makers  can  make  a  rod  identical  in  length  and 
balance  and  a  quarter  of  a  poimd  less  in  weight 
than  an  English  rod,  and  to  give  the  same  results 
— that  is,  to  do  the  same  work  in  casting  a  line  and 
playing  fish — then,  manifestly,  we  shall  all  want  the 
American  rod."  I  must  have  expressed  myself 
very  badly  if  I  have  not  made  it  clear  to  every  un- 
prejudiced reader  that  that  is  just  what  the  best 
American  makers  can  do.  I  am  not  concerned  to 
deny  that  many,  perhaps  most,  rods  of  American 
make  are  too  whippy  for  English  dry  fly  waters,  but 
I  do  say  that  their  best  makers  can,  and  will  if  it  be 
required  of  them,  make  rods  much  lighter  than  the 
dry  fly  rods  of  our  best  makers,  and  yet  capable  of 
doing  all  the  work  of  the  heavy  dry  fly  rods  of  our 
foremost  makers.  I  want  our  makers  to  equal  or 
beat  that,  as  I  have  no  doubt  they  can  if  they  will 
apply  themselves  and  get  the  right  material. 

I  fail  to  see  what  use  it  would  be  for  the  purpose 
of  this  controversy  to  bring  over  an  expert  American 
angler.  He  would  be  quite  unlikely  to  prove  to  us 
that  a  whippy  rod  was  of  any  use  for  our  Hampshire 
streams,  for  instance,  or  for  upstream  fishing.  It, 
would  be  much  more  to  the  point  if  some  really 
unprejudiced  English  anglers  of  standing  would 
make  a  comparative  test  of  American  fly  rods  of 
split  cane,  specially  built  for  dry  fly  fishing  or  up- 
stream work,  with  English  rods  of  equal  length.  I 
shall  be  much  surprised  if  the  report  be  not  in  favour 
of  the  Transatlantic  article. 

Are  you  not  confoimding  equipoise  with  weight 
when  you  find  fault  with  my  statement  that  equi- 
poise has  nothing  to  do  with  the  argument.  I  think 
you  must  admit  that  you  were  when  you  reconsider 
your  own  words  which  I  have  quoted  above.  A 
light  rod  may  be  execrably  balanced  and  a  heavy 
rod  may  be  beautifully  balanced,  or  vice  versa,  but 
for  the  purposes  of  ascertaining  relative  strength 
per  weight  of  materials,  it  is  unfair  to  compare  a 
badly  balanced  rod  with  a  well  balanced  one.  You 
should  compare  the  well  balanced  with  the  equally 
well  balanced. 

The  light  rod,  besides  not  fatiguing  the  hand,  has 
the  advantage  of  enabling  the  angler  to  be  quicker 
and  more  delicate  in  striking,  and  gives  a  sense  of 
refinement  to  the  playing  of  a  large  fish. — Yours 
truly,  Val  Conson. 


January  10,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


35 


LIGHT  RODS. 

SiB, — The  discussion  on  the  subject  of  light  versus 
heavy  rods  that  during  the  past  six  months  has 
occupied  so  prominent  a  position  in  your  corre- 
spondence columns  has  been  not  only  exceedingly 
interesting,  but,  and  this  is  of  far  greater  import- 
ance, it  has  induced  several  of  our  leading  tackle 
makers  to  set  about  producing  split-cane  rods  equal 
or  superior  to  those  of  light  weight  turned  out  by 
the  best  firms  in  the  United  States.  That  our  own 
people  will  successfully  accomplish  this  desirable 
end  I  personally  have  now  no  doubt,  judging  from 
the  excsllent  results  already  obtained,  and  which  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting.  But  in- 
teresting and  important  as  this  discussion  has  been, 
it  has  now  entered  into  a  stage  which  appears  to  me 
anything  rather  than  satisfactory,  seeing  that  it 
largely  revolves  around  a  circle  the  circumference 
of  which  is  far  removed  from  the  original  point  of 
interest,  and  seeing  that  much  of  it  is  made  up  of 
matters  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  main  question  at 
issue.  That  the  foregoing  statements  in  no  way 
f.  r^'^np  the  limits  of  legitimate  criticism  is,  I  think, 
■  I'  swhen  it  is  remembered  that  many  of  the 
published  letters  are  chiefly  occupied  (1)  with 
ig  out  the  folly  of  using  a  2oz.  or  3oz.  rod  of 
American  make  ;  (2)  with  taking  for  granted  that 
it  is  perfectly  fair  to  compare  a  lOoz.  British-made 
rod  with  an  American  one  of  2oz.  or  3oz. ;  and  (3) 
with  arguments  founded  upon  the  assumption  that 
lOoz.  is  the  average  weight  of  English  split-cane 
trout  rods  of  some  10ft.  in  length. 

Now,  sir,  neither  I  nor,  so  far  as  I  know,  anyone 
else  conversant  with  the  subject  have  ever  advocated 
the  use  of  a  2oz.  or  3oz.  rod  for  general  trout  fish- 
ing, and  as  a  simple  matter  of  fact  rods  of  this 
description  are  not  largely  made  or  commonly  used 
in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere.  I  and  other 
writers  have  certainly  referred  to  them,  but  have 
done  so  only  to  show  that  they  can  be  and  are 
made  and  used,  and  that  they  are  by  no  means 
merely  toys  fit  only  for  "ladies  and  girls."  The 
proper  weight  for  a  9|ft.  to  10ft.  split-cane  trout 
rod,  in  three  pieces,  is,  in  my  opinion,  from  4Joz.  to 
6oz.,  and  these  weights  and  lengths  constitute  what 
may  be  considered  as  the  standards  in  America, 
and  what  will  in  all  probability  also  be  so  in 
England. 

Neither  is  it  correct  nor  fair  to  refer  to  British 
rods  as  if  their  average  weight  were  lOoz.,  seeing 
that  the  vast  majority  turn  the  scale  at  a  miich 
higher  figure,  probably  at  from  12oz.  to  16oz.  The 
rule  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much  and  seen  so 
little,  of  one  ounce  in  weight  for  every  foot  in 
length  in  the  making  of  split-cane  rods,  is  certainly 
false  in  theory  as  it  is  rare  in  practice,  inasmuch  as 
rods  of  equal  efficiency  but  of  far  lighter  weight  are 
constantly  produced,  while  in  actual  experience  it 
is  fou  d  that  the  percentage  of  lOoz.  rods  in  this 
country  is  exceedingly  small.  To  prove  the  latter 
part  of  this  assertion  I  would  ask  any  large  dealer 
in  fishing  tackle  whether,  supposing  he  were  to 
weigh  the  whole  of  his  stock  of  10ft.  split-cane  rods, 
the  resulting  average  would  or  would  not  be  lOoz.  ? 
A  clear  and  concise  reply  to  this  question  would, 
I  think,  do  much  good,  and  would  remove  much 
misconception. 

Even  supposing  lOoz.  were  the  average  (which  I 
maintain  it  is  not),  that  would  not  alter  the  fact 
that  this  weight  is  far  too  great,  as  a  rod  of  equal 
power,  length,  and  general  efficiency  can  be  made 
weighing  from  4^oz.  to  6oz.  only.  You  may 
remember  that  you  yourself  stated  in  your  issue 
of  Oct.  25  that  you  did  not  expect  to  find  any 
advantage  from  reducing  the  weight  of  a  1  Oft.  rod 
below  T^oz.  to  8oz.,  but  I  do  not  perceive  that 
the  latter  weights  have  been  reached  in  the  new 
"  Hardy -Marston  "  rod,  which  apparently  represents 
the  high  water  mark  of  progress  in  rod  making. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  note  that  there  is  every  indica- 
tion that  the  actual  weight  of  this  rod  is  less  than 
the  average  before  it  made  its  appearance. 

If  comparisons  are  to  be  drawn  between  split-cane 
rods  made  by  us  and  those  manufactured  in  the 
United  States  by  the  leading  firms,  the  average  of 
both  ought  to  be  taken  as  the  criterion  to  form  an 
opinion  upon,  and  most  certainly  it  is  neither  useful 
nor  fair  to  make  comparisons,  as  so  many  of  your 
correspondents  have  done,  between  the  best  and 
lightest  British  rods  and  those  of  2oz.  only  manu- 
factured by  Americans. 

Very  great  prominence  was  given  in  last  week's 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  a  lengthy  report 
of  the  annual  festival  of  the  employes  of  Messrs. 
Hardy  Brothers,  at  which,  under  the  able  and 
genial  chairmanship  of  a  partner  in  the  business, 
much  perfervid  oratory  was  indulged  in,  chiefly  on 
the  merits  of  the  firm's  goods,  though  incidentally 
a  good  many  somewhat  violent  attacks  were  made 
on  the  proposed  use  of  lighter  rods.  This  being  so, 
I  trust,  in  common  fairness,  you  will  allow  me  briefly 
to  give  the  other  side  of  the  question.  In  proposing 
the  principal  toast  of  the  evening,  "Us,"  the  chair- 


man, in  a  long  and  inspiring  attack  on  the  American 
rods,  singled  out  that  weighing  only  2oz.,  and 
referred  to  it  as  if  it  were  the  sole  and  typical 
representative  of  these  rods.  Not  one  word  was 
uttered  concerning  the  real  representatives,  namely, 
those  weighing  from  4^oz.  to  (ioz.,  and  not  one  word 
was  said  concerning  the  admitted  defects  of  those 
thousands  of  English  made  rods  which  weigh  any- 
thing from  12oz.  to  16oz.,  which  are  in  daily  use. 
To  do  this  was,  I  contend,  both  vinjust  and  exceed- 
ingly unsportsmanlike.  Personally,  I  make  every 
allowance  for  the  vivid  thoughts  and  for  the  florid 
oratory  which  are  usually  associated  with  festive 
gatherings  of  this  description,  when  optimism,  good- 
fellowship,  and  general  conviviality  are  naturally 
the  prevailing  tone.  But  post-prandial  speeches  and 
business  exigencies  must  bow  before  the  needs  of 
truth  and  the  public  welfare,  and  I  am  afraid  much 
of  the  eloquence  of  Mr.  J.  Hardy  and  of  his  employ^i 
loses  its  force  when  reviewed  in  the  cold  light  of 
practical  facts.  I  repeat,  it  is  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  that  the  2oz.  rod  is  by  no  means  the 
typical  representative  of  the  light  rods  made 
in  America,  and  now  being  largely  made  in 
this  country,  and  that  to  continue  the  use  of 
those  weighing  from  lOoz.  upwards  is  both  unscien- 
tific and  wholly  absurd.  Allow  me  to  put  my 
contention  in  another  way.  Suppose  for  a  moment 
that  De  Wet  had  in  his  recently  published  work  on 
the  late  South  African  revolt  singled  out  Bugler 
Dunn  as  an  average  specimen  of  the  British  Life- 
guardsman,  or  even  as  an  average  specimen  of  the 
ordinary  British  Tommy,  and  had  held  him  up  to 
universal  ridicule  as  a  small,  insignificant,  and  poor 
type  of  a  soldier,  would  this  action  of  the  nimble- 


In  conclusion  I  may  add  that  despite  the  length 
and  nature  of  this  discussion  not  one  single  fact 
has  been  substantiated  in  favour  of  the  archaic 
heavy  rods  over  those  of  lighter  make,  while  on  the 
other  hand  abundant  evidence  is  forthcoming 
proving  the  vast  superiority  of  the  latter.  Those 
will  not  only  do  all  their  heavier  rivals  can  accom- 
plish in  the  way  of  casting  a  line,  and  holding  and 
landing  a  large  fish,  equally  well  and  often  better, 
but  being  of  far  lighter  weight  their  use  will  enable 
the  angler  to  enjoy  his  sport  much  longer  without 
fatigue.  With  respect  to  easting  it  has  been  con- 
clusively shown  that  in  all  circumstances  the  light 
rod  is  the  better  weapon,  and  indeed  for  mare 
casting  purposes  these  rods  have  accomplished 
records  beyond  anything  yet  done  by  what  I  still 
venture  to  call  substantial  blocks  of  timber. — I  am, 
faithfully  yours.  Viator. 

Chelsea,  Jan.  C. 

PIKE  FISHING  AT  ILKESTON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you 
or  any  of  your  numerous  correspondents  could  give 
me  any  information  as  to  where  I  could  get  a  little 
good  pike  fishing  in  this  locality. — Yours  truly, 

Ilkeston.  E.  Griffiths. 


THE   24JLB.   PENK  PIKE. 

Deab  Sir, — I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  the 
enclosed  photo  of  a  pike  which  was  caught  on 
Christmas  Day  last.  It  weighs  24|^lb.  ;  length, 
43  inches  ;  girth,  22  inches.  It  was  caught  in  tlie 
river  Penlt,  in  the  county  of  Stafford.  It  is  a 
record  fish  for  a  number  of  years  in  this  district. 


Pike  Caught  on  Christmas  Day  in  the  Penk,  STAiroBDSHiBE,  by  Mr.  Henry  Shirley. 


heeled  Boer  general  have  been  supported  as  just 
and  accurate  even  by  the  most  rabid  of  professional 
pro-Boers  ?  I  doubt  it.  Bugler  Dunn,  like  the  2oz. 
rod,  did  his  duty  well  and  bravely  according  to  the 
capacities  of  his  physical  being,  but  to  single  him 
out  as  an  average  British  soldier  in  weight,  build, 
and  strength  is  altogether  foolish  and  most  unfair. 
But  I  need  not  further  pursue  this  phase  of  the 
question.  The  desired  change  to  common-sense 
and  to  the  scientific  needs  of  the  times  is  now  well 
under  weigh,  and  very  shortly  the  public  will  have 
ample  opportunity  themselves  of  forming  from 
practical  handling  a  judgment  as  to  the  relative 
merits  of  the  really  light  and  powerful  split-cane 
trout  rods  with  those  of  ancient  and  ponderous 
build.  We  know  the  heroic  efforts  of  the  esteemed 
and  patriotic  Mrs.  Partington,  who  so  strenuously 
attempted  to  keep  back  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  with  an  article  of  domestic  utility,  were  not 
crowned  with  striking  success,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  we  shall  find  that  in  the  near  future  those 
who  now  attempt  in  like  manner  to  ward  off  progress 
in  the  art  of  rod  making  and  rod  using  will  fail  also. 

That  the  ordinary  British  trout  and  other  rods  of 
split-cane  are  needlessly  heavy  has  been  proved  to 
the  hilt,  and  it  is  also  apparent  that  this  excess  of 
weight  is  largely  due  to  our  ethnic  habits  of  intense 
and  unreasoning  conservatism  in  shrinking  from 
introducing  departures  from  long  established  cus- 
tom, though  it  is  also  in  great  measure  owing  to 
our  neglect  of  paying  attention  to  small  but  im- 
portant details  in  manufacture.  With  the  changes 
now  being  effected  in  the  making  of  really  light  and 
powerful  split-cane  trout  rods,  I  personaUy  believe 
a  new  era  will  set  in  for  anglers — an  era  which  will 
prove  highly  beneficial  to  all  concerned,  with  the 
solitary  exceptioq  of  the  already  much  harassed  trout. 


It  was  caught  by  Mr.  Hy.  Shirley,  of  Stafford,  and 
is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  H.  R.  Weaver,  Vine-street, 
Stafford,  where  it  has  been  on  view  for  several  days, 
causing  a  great  sensation. — Yours  truly, 

2,  Vine-street,  Stafford.  W.  Weaver. 

[The  photo,  as  will  be  seen  from  our  reproduction 
of  it,  shows  a  very  handsome  well-fad  hen  fish — at 
least,  I  should  say  it  was  a  female  as  it  is  too 
good-looking  for  a  male  pike. — Ed.] 

A  FURTHER  WORD  OF  THE  PARSON  ON 
HIS  HOBBY. 

Sir, — Last  week  I  tried  to  show  how  by  means 
of  angling  the  three  great  Christian  virtues  of 
Faith,  Hope  and  Charity  are  tried  and  strengthened. 
Let  me  now  call  attention  to  another  good  result 
which  may  follow  from  this  sport. 

I  go  out  fishing,  and  on  the  river's  bank  I  meet  a 
Nonconformist  brother  minisier.  We  eye  one 
another  askance.  I  wonder  what  has  brought  that 
fellow  out  fishing,  which  I  have  hitherto  regarded 
as  a  sport  purely  orthodox.  On  second  view  he 
seems  to  me  not  a  bad  sort,  and  I  reflect  that  it  is 
well  to  be  civil.  So  I  wish  him  good  morning,  and 
hope  he  has  had  good  sport.  He  tells  me  he  has 
caught  three  brace  of  very  nice  fish. 

I  reply,  you  have  been  more  fortunate  than  I,  for 
I  have  not  got  one.  He  tells  me  that  he  has  taken 
all  with  one  fly,  which  he  shows  me,  and.  as  [  can 
find  none  like  it  in  my  book,  he  gives  me  one  or  two 
of  his.  I  thank  him,  and  procsed  to  light  a  pipe. 
As  he  does  not  follow  my  example,  I  ask  him  if  he 
does  not  smoke.  He  says  that  he  has  unfortimately 
forgotten  his  pouch,  whereupon  I  offer  him  some  of 
my^  tobacco.  After  this  interchange  of  courtesies, 
we  sit  down  and  chat  together,  and  from  general 
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subjects  we  pass  on  to  religious ;  and  as  we  do  so 
we  begin  to  find  that  we  are  not  so  far  asunder  as 
we  had  supposed,  and  that  many  points  which  we  had 
looked  upon  as  vital  are,  after  all.  merely  different 
ways  of  regarding  the  same  thing. 

So  by  means  of  anghng  I  see  solved  that  which 
has  defied  the  efforts  of  divines  and  statesmen — the 
reconciliation  of  the  divided  sections  of  the  Christian 
Church. — Yours  faithfully,  L.  V 


"GREENWELL'S  GLORY." 
R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  kindly 
insert  the  following  correspondence  anent  the 
"  Greenwell's  Glory  "  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — I  remain, 
yours  sincerely,  Isabella  Weight. 

Edinburgh. 

The  following  letter,  written  by  Miss  Isabella 
Wright,  was  sent  to  Canon  Greenwell : — 

Canon  Greenwell. 

Dear  Sir,— There  is  at  present  a  little  dispute  as 
to  the  inventor  of  the  fly  "Greenwell's  Glory."  I 
hold  that  my  father,  the  late  Mr.  James  Wright,  of 
Rprouston,  holds  the  honour.  He  used  to  tell  us 
t  lat  one  evening  many  years  ago  whilst  staying  at 
Sprouston  you  brought  him  home  an  insect,  asking 
h  m  to  copy  the  same.  He  did  so,  with  the  result 
n3xt  day  of  youf  having  a  marvellous  take  of  trout. 
Ha  therefore  styled  the  fly  after  you,  "  Greenwell's 
Glory."  Injustice  to  my  late  father,  I  should  be 
glad  if  you  could  confirm  this  statement. — Yours 
sincerely,  Isabella  Wright. 

In  response  to  this  letter  Canon  Greenwell  kindly 
wrote  as  follows  :  — 

Dear  Miss  Wright, — I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  of 
your  father's  death,  which,  from  what  I  heard 
of  his  serious  and  long  continued  illness,  was  not 
unexpected.  I  have  a  grateful  recollection  of  many 
happy  days  spent  at  Sprouston,  not  the  least  source 
of  that  pleasure  being  the  friendly  intercourse  I 
had  with  him. 

I  well  remember  the  coming  into  the  fishing  world 
of  "  Greenwell's  Glory."  One  day  when  the  March 
Brown  was  on  the  water  I  observed  that  the  trout 
were  not  rising  so  much  at  it  as  at  another  fly.  I 
caught  some  of  these,  and  found  them  to  be  a  fly 
I  had  never  observed  before.  I  took  some  of  them 
up  to  Sprouston,  and  your  father  and  I  talked  them 
over  and  discussed  what  would  make  the  best 
imitation  of  them.  It  resulted  in  the  decision  that 
the  inside  of  a  blackbird's  wing  and  a  Coch-y 
Bondhu  hackle  tied  with  yellow  silk  would  come 
as  near  the  original  as  was  possible.  Your  father 
dressed  a  dozen,  with  which  on  the  following  day 
I  had  as  good  sport  as  ever  I  had  on  Tweed,  nine 
out  of  ten  fish  taking  the  new  fly.  On  the  second 
day  there  was  about  the  same  result,  when  your 
father  suggested  it  should  be  christened,  and  so 
the  very  successful  fly  got  its  name. 

There  was  really  no  invention,  for  it  was  merely 
a  reproduction  of  an  actual  fly  in  feathers  and  silk. 
But  whatever  merit  is  due  is  certainly  due  to  your 
father,  for  he  translated  the  fly;  with  which  I  had 
no  more  to  do  than  bringing  it  from  the  Tweed  to 
his  house.  The  translation,  I  need  scarcely  tell 
you,  was  made  with  his  unrivalled  skill. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  make  any  use  of  my 
letter  you  wish. 

I  suppose  I  must  have  seen  you  when  you  were  a 
very  little  girl,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  you  were  all 
born  when  I  was  last  at  Sprouston. 

The  branch  you  carry  on  in  Edinburgh  is  at 
the  same  place  where  your  uncle  Robert  had  his 
business. — Believe  me,  with  kind  regards,  youn 
sincerely,  W.  Greenwell. 

Durham,  Jan.  5,  1903. 


HENLEY  NETTING. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  3,  a 
Henley  correspondent,  Stanley  Mead,  says :  "I 
hear  that  a  large  quantity  of  tench  up  to  (jib.  with 
some  good  perch  and  jack  liave  been  netted  from 
Beggar's  Hole  by  a  number  of  sportsmen  (?)  in  the 
neighbourhood."  Permit  me  to  say  that  the  hear- 
say evidence  of  Mr.  Mead  is  absolutely  wrong  as  to 
the  weight  of  the  tench  which  were  taken — only  a 
few,  not  a  large  number,  with  one  perch  and  one 
jack  was  the  result.  The  attack  made  on  hearsay 
is  directed  against  one  of  the  best  sportsmen  in  the 
county,  who  only  exercised  his  right  of  netting  to 
prevent  the  loss  of  it,  for  he  has  a  several  fishery 
and  could  net  every  day  of  the  lawful  season  if  he 
chose.  In  my  humble  opinion  these  reckless  attacks 
made  on  hearsay  evidence  by  nobodys  against 
somebodys  tend  to  create — nay,  must  create — bad 
blood  between  the  owners  of  riverside  properties 
and  the  angling  public  of  the  Thames,  as  is  exem- 
plified by  the  recent  case  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer,  who 


has  been  put  to  considerable  expense  and  annoy- 
ance in  defending  his  rights  against  a  Thames 
fisherman  who  never  really  had  a  leg  to  stand  on. 

In  the  best  interests  of  the  angling  public  these 
attacks  are  much  to  be  regretted,  for  it  will  be  the 
chief  sufferer  from  these  attempts  to  deprive  owners 
of  the  rights  conferred  by  ancient  charters  on  their 
lands.— Yours  truly.  Fair  Play. 

[I  hope  Mr.  Mead  will  be  careful  to  verify  his 
information  in  future.  Any  owner  of  the  right  to 
net  who  did  not  exercise  his  right  occasionally 
would  be  very  unwise,  and  why  Mr.  Mead  should 
sneer  at  him  for  doing  it  is  not  clear. — Ed.] 


THE  RECENT  NETTING  NEAR  HENLEY. 
Dear  Sir. — As  some  tall  stories  have  been  circu- 
lated in  various  channels,  including  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  with  regard  to  the  extensive  netting  of  a 
certain  piece  of  local  water  known  as  Beggar's  Hole, 
I  may  perhaps  be  pardoned  for  requesting  the  favour 
of  a  little  of  your  valuable  space  for  the  necessary 
correction  thereof.  Following  is  an  extract  from  a 
letter  to  me  in  response  to  my  inquiry  on  the 
matter  : — 

"  Hennerton,  Henley-on-Thames, 
"  Jan.  4. 

"  Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  inquiry  as 
to  the  weight  of  any  fish  that  were  caught  in 
Beggar's  Hole,  the  following  is  an  exact  account 
of  all  the  fish  that  were  taken,  namely,  one  tench, 
3|lb.,  one  about  21b.,  and  one  smaller  (the  two 
latter  were  put  as  stock  into  my  garden  pond) ; 
one  perch  about  l|lb.,  one  smaller  ;  one  jack  about 
41b.  ;  and  five  roach  about  lib.  each. — Faithfully 
yours,  "  (Signed)  John  Wm.  Rhodes." 

Mr.  Rhodes  and  some  of  his  neighbours  who  were 
present  at  the  netting  are  owners  of  a  large  acreage 
of  land  on  both  sides  of  the  Thames  at  and  near  the 
spot  referred  to. — Yours  faithfully, 

A.  Edward  Hobbs. 


QUERIES  OF  A  BEGINNER  IN  FLY  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  the  advice  of  your  readers 
on  one  or  two  points  connected  with  trout  fishing  ? 
Though  an  old  pike  fisher  I  am  but  a  novice  on 
trout,  the  late  season  having  been  my  first.  I  am 
situated  that  I  cannot  obtain  the  practical  informa- 


Alison  deign  to  reply  to  my  queries  ? — Yours  truly, 
Doncaster.  Landrail. 
[      [Has  "  Landrail  "  ever  tried  casting  on  a  lawn  or 
,  field  ?    If  not  let  him  take  his  fly  rod^with  line  and 
cast  on  and  an  old  fly  with  barb  broken  off.  Let 
him  put  the  rod  on  the  grass  and  then  pull  off 
about  fifteen  yards  straight  from  the  point  in  a  line 
with  the  rod  and  leave  it  on  the  grass  stretching 
straight  away,  just  as  if  he  had  made  a  beautifully 
straight  cast.   Now  let  him  take  the  rod  in  his  hand, 
hold  it  so  that  the  line  hangs  down  two  or  three  feet 
from  the  point  to  the  ground  ;  now  let  him  turn  his 
back  to  the  line  on  the  ground,  holding  the  rod  at 
an  angle  as  shown  in  the  little  sketch.    The  rod  is 
now  over  the  right  shoulder,  and  the  cast  should 
then  be  made  by  raising  the  point  of  the  rod  slowly 
at  first,  then  more  quickly,  and  bringing  the  rod  down 
straight  in  front  of  the  angler  until  it  is  about  the 
same  angle  in  front  as  it  was  behind  before  the  cast 
was  made.    After  a  little  practice  in  timing  the 
"pull"  on  the  line,  starting  it  gently,  and^then 
urging  it  on  more  quickly,  "Landrail  "  will  find  he 
can  put  the  fifteen  yards  almost  as  straight  in  front 
of  him  as  they  were  behind.    He  should  then  turn 
his  back  to  the  line  on  the  grass  and  repeat  the 
action  until  he  can  make  the  forward  cast  correctly. 
Then  the  backward  cast  will  be  much  easier  to  learn, 
because  it  will  have  been  seen  how  the  action  of  the 
rod  extends  the  line.    Then  instead  of  turning  after 
making  the  forward  cast  he  should  send  the  rod 
back  over  his  shoulder  without  turning,  an  1  will  find 
this  if  proper  ly  timed  carries  the  line  behind.  Then 
if  the  rod  is  moved  forward  again  before  the  line 
has  touched  the  ground  behind,  the  lino  can  be 
extended    in   front    again,  and   so   ad  infinitum. 
The  rod  must  not  be  Hfted  too  high  before  the 
backward  cast  is  made,  as  in  that  case  the  angler 
will  have  no  '-pull"  on  the  line  and  no  power  to 
extend  it  by  the  backward  movement  and  sprinc  of 
the  rod.   A  slightly  top-heavy  rod  is  good  to  practise 
with  as  it  is  slow  in  action  and  its  own  spring  helps 
in  casting.    If  the  caster  feels  he  has  more  line  out 
than  he  can  make  the  backward  cast  with  comfort- 
ably, he  should  pull  some  in  before  making  the 
backward  movement,  and  then  grasp  it  in  theliand 
and  let  the  slack  go  when  the  forward  movement 
is  nearly  finished.    This  is  called  shooting  the  line, 
and  is  the  plan  used  by  most  good  fly  casters  in 
long  casting  or  when  the  angler  is  fishing  up  stream 


tion  I  require.  After  I  have  thrown  out  and  drawn 
my  line  in  1  am  in  a  difficulty  as  to  getting  it  out 
again.  Ought  I  to  di-aw  the  flies  to  the  water's  edge 
like  a  pike  fisherman,  or  should  I  lift  them  off  the 
water  after  gently  drawing  them  about  six  feet  1  I 
have  read  all  the  works  I  can  get,  from  Walton 
down  to  "  Bickerdyke,"  but  none  touch  the  point 
save  an  old  work  by  Best  (I  believe)  who  advises 
the  rod  to  describe  a  circle.  I  imagine  a  reversed 
figure  six  to  be  his  meaning.  This  means  lifting 
the  elbow.  I  wish  to  avoid  getting  into  bad  form, 
and  do  not  find  trout  fishers  so  willitig  to  show  (at 
least  the  top  sawyers),  while  those  willing  are 
unable  to  describe  or  initiate  how  it  is  done.  You 
may  watch,  but  when  at  a  distance  I  am  unable  to 
decide  what  is  what — one  skilful  angler  flashed  his 
rod  something  like  the  sign  used  to  represent  "  and  " 
(&).  All  the  consolation  one  gets  is,  "Well,  you 
don't  seem  to  get  the  'hang'  of  it."  Writers  cater 
for  the  "past  novice." 

Wishing  to  try  my  hand  at  a  little  fly  making,  I 
purchased  "Athenian's"  work.  He  speaks  of 
"hare's  ear  fur."  Having  a  skin  in  my  yard  "I 
went  for  it,"  but  only  on  the  edge  of  the  ear  was 
there  a  slight  fringe.  No  writer  gives  the  colour  as 
an  index.  There  is  a  sandy  patch  on  the  nape  of 
the  neck  and  a  little  mottled  at  the  front  baoe  of 
the  ears,  but  that  on  the  ear  proper  is  too  small  I 
should  think  to  be  dubbed,  say,  for  "  February  Red," 
let  alone  to  be  picked  out  for  legs  for  others. 

May  I  further  ask  what  is  "crewel"  '!  such  as 
directed  in  making  Ainshe  loch  flies  in  Francis's 
work.  It  used  to  be  wool  when  I  was  a  lad.  On 
asking  for  some  at  a  di'aper's,  the  young  lady  who 
waited  on  me  assured  me  that  "crewel  "  was  a  silk- 
like substance  brilliantly  coloured.  What  is  the 
right  article  ? 

Among  your  many  correspondents  it  is  invidious 
to  select  one  possessing  the  good  nature,  combined 
with  practical  knowledge  requisite,  but  would  Mr. 


To  J'LV  Dressers,  Amateur  mul  Professional.  Now  Ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  id.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  anil  M'et  Fly 
Fisliing  for  Trout  and  Urayliii};."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian  "  of  the  fiMnj  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  an(l  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s,  M.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
St,  Duiistan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


and  the  stream  brings  the  line  down  on  him.  He 
gathers  in  the  slack  by  pulling  it  down  through  the 
rings  with  the  left  hand,  and  then  lifts  it  from  the 
water,  sends  it  behind,  and  in  a  series  of  false  casts 
in  the  air — that  is,  which  do  not  touch  the  water — 
gradually  lets  it  out  until  he  has  enough  out  to  reach 
the  fish  he  is  trying  for  properly.  Crewel  is  dyed 
yarn  or  worsted.  The  hairs  or  downy  growth  like 
fur  on  a  hare's  ear,  face,  and  neck  are  all  used  in 
making  dubbing  for  bodies;  also  fur  of  fox,  rat, 
mouse,  and  other  anunals.  "Landrail"  will  find 
the  illustrated  fly-making  directions  in  "  Halford's 
Dry  Fly  Entomology,"  new  edition,  invaluable. 
They  are  the  best  I  know.— Ed.] 


ITALY. 

any  of 


FISHING  IN  NORTHERN 

Dear  Sir, — I  wonder  if  you  or  any  oi  yoiu' 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  as  to  fly 
fishing  in  the  river  Adda  in  the  Valteline  Valley, 
North  Italy ;  or  in  the  river  Ticino  in  the  canton  of 
the  same  name  in  Switzerland.  I  was  told  at 
Sondrio,  the  capital  of  tiie  Valteline.  last  spring, 
that  very  large  trout  could  be  taken  by  the  fly,  bvit 
I  should  be  glad  to  have  this  statement  verified  by 
any  of  your  readers  who  may  have  actually  fished 
there,  and  also  any  information  as  to  flies,  etc. 

The  Ticino,  as  one  ascends  the  valley  by  the  St. 
Gothard  Railway,  looks  like  a  trout  stream,  but  I 
do  not  know  anything  of  its  capabilities,  and  would 
welcome  any  hints  with  respect  to  them.  I  fancy 
that  Bellinzona  would  be  the  best  place  to  stay  at. 
— Yours  truly,  Chiavenna. 


MORE  STOCK  FISH  FOR  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Friday  (Jan.  2)  one  thousand 
more  bream  were  placed  in  the  river  near  Henley 
Bridge  by  the  local  Fishery  Preservation  Association. 
The  fish  were  purchased  of  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  in 
Lincolnshire,  and  over  one  thousand  and  fifty  left 
their  native  waters  for  a  change  of  conditions  wliich 
will  no  doubt  cause  them  to  rapidly  develop  into 
large  fish.  The  eight  hours'  journey  caused  a  little 
loss  of  life  among  the  smaller  fish,  but  the  introduc- 
tion of  so  large  a  number  of  good  bream — over  one 
thousand  five  hundred  during  the  past  few  weeks 
— must  ultimately  prove  of  much  benefit  to  the 
river. — Yours  truly,  A.  Edward  Hobbs,  , 

Hon.  Sec.  H.F.P.A. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Dr.  Alfred  Schillingee's  Work  for  Fish 
Culture. 

In  the  Allgemeine  Fischer ei-Zeitimg  there  is  a 
very  interesting  account  of  the  work  done  in  the 
interests  of  fish  culture  by  the  late  Dr.  Alfred 
Schillinger,  ■who  was  greatly  beloved  and  respected 
in  fishery  circles  in  Germany.  After  carrying  on 
business  as  a  chemist  in  Munich  with  great  success, 
he  was  compelled  by  ill-health  to  rest  for  a  time 
and  live  in  the  open  air  as  much  as  possible,  and 
being  a  keen  angler  he  was  led  to  take  an  interest 
in  fish  culture,  to  which  in  1889  he  began  to  devote 
his  great  powers  and  knowledge  with  the  utmost 
enthusiasm. 

Yearlings  v.  Fry. 
Not  many  fish  breeders  have  been  able  to  test 
practically  on  such  a  scale  as  Dr.  SchiUinger  did 
the  question  whether  it  is  best  to  attempt  to  stock 
waters  with  fry  or  yearUngs.  For  years  he  was 
able  to  put  hundreds  of  thousands  of  fry  of  all 
kinds  of  fish  into  all  kinds  of  waters.  His  experi- 
ence convinced  him  that  only  in  very  special 
circumstances  is  planting  rivers  and  large  waters 
with  fry  of  any  good,  and  that  to  obtain  real 
results  the  stocking  should  be  done  with  yearlings 
or  older  fish.  I  need  hardly  say  that  in  this 
country  we  had  long  previously  come  to  the  same 
conclusion. 

Inutility  of  Crossing  different  Breeds  op 

^FlSH. 

Among  the  experiments  carried  out  by  Dr.  Schil- 
linger were  many  successful  attempts  in  cross- 
breeding, including  trout  with  brook  trout  [8. 
jontinalis),  trout  with  rainbow  trout,  brook  trout 
with  rainbows,  salmon  with  trout,  etc.  As  a  result 
of  these  experiments  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  crossing  was  worthless  from  the  economical 
point  of  view,  not  five  per  cent,  of  the  eggs  hatch- 
ing, and  often  iiot  1  per  1000,  and  the  resulting 
cross  being  invariably  infertile. 


Eggs  of  Artificially  Fattened  Trout. 
According  to  the  Allgemeine  Fischerei-Zeitung, 
Dr.  Schillinger's  experiments  on  the  eggs  of  arti- 
ficially fattened  trout — that  is,  trout  bred  and  fed  in 
confinement  on  horseflesh  and  similar  food — proved 
that  from  thirty  to  forty  per  cent,  of  such  eggs  are 
infertile,  and  many  others  die  soon  after  hatching 
out,  or  produce  poor  weakly  fish.  He  also  found,  as 
the  late  Mr.  Andrews  long  before  had  discovered 
that  the  larger  the  egg  the  better  the  fry,  and  that 
fish  up  to  five  or  six  pounds  in  weight  gave  relatively 
more  and  better  eggs  than  those  from  a  fish  of  a 
pound  or  so. 

To  PREVENT  Trout  wandering  at  the 
Spawning  Season. 
Many  ovraers  of  trout  fisheries  complain  of  losing 
their  stock  of  ti'out  at  the  spawning  season  on 
account  of  the  wandering  of  the  fish  upstream  in 
search  of  suitable  spawning  beds.  Dr.  Schillinger 
proved  that  the  fish  can  be  kept  in  any  water  pro- 
■vided  you  can  make  artificial  gravel  spawning  beds 
for  them.  This  is  doubtless  true  in  a  general  way, 
but  I  know  at  least  one  trout  stream  in  which  the 
fish  pass  up  over  more  than  a  mile  of  what  appears 
to  be  perfect  spawning  ground,  bright,  gravelly 
shallows,  in  order  to  get  to  the  head  of  a  side 
stream  coming  from  a  watercress  bed. 

Cultivation  of  Natural  Food. 
The  Purple  Trout. 
In  1893,  Dr.  SchilUnger  visited  the  principal  fish 
breeding  establishments  of  America,  one  result  of 
his  experience  being  that  he  was  led  to  advocate 
the  cultivation  of  natural  food  for  trout,  he  being 
particularly  impressed  with  the  very  extensive 
scale  on  which  the  larvae  of  blow  flies  and  other 
flies  are  cultivated  as  fish  food  in  America.  He 
also  in  America  made  the  acquaintance  of  the 
purple  trout,  and  drew  the  attention  of  German 
fish  breeders  to  the  fish;  Herr  Jaffe  got  eggs  over, 
and  yearlings  were  exhibited  at  the  Vienna 
Exhibition  last  year,  bred  at  Dr.  Schillinger's 
establishment. 

Loam  as  a  Cure  pgr  Fish  Disease. 
I  believe  that  Livingstone  Stone  was  the  first,  in 
his  invaluable  work  on  trout  breeding  entitled 
"  Domesticated  Trout  "  (a  rather  unhappy  title,  as 
some  people  imagine  it  merely  deals  with  aquarium 
fish),  to  recommend  throwing  some  freshly  dug 
earth  into  a  rearing  pond  or  tank  when  the  fish  get 
sickly.  Professor  Dr.  Bruno  Hofer,  of  the  Royal 
Biological  Institute,  Munich,  and  editor  of  the 
Allgemeine  Fischerei-Zeitung,  has  a  very  interesting 
article  in  that  excellent  journal,  describing  his 
experiments  on  the  effect  of  loam  or  fresh  earth  as 
a  remedy  for  sickly  fish.  He  points  out  that  it  is 
clear  that  the  action  of  the  earth,  if  indeed  it  has 
any  action  at  all,  can  only  refer  to  cases  where 
bacteria  cause  the  disease,  either  because  they  are 
present  in  such  quantities  as  to  infect  the  fish  or 
their  food,  or  to  rob  the  water  of  its  oxygen.  Other 
diseases  of  a  constitutional  character,  or  arising 
from  some  internal  cause,  do  not  come  from  the 
nature  of  the  case  into  consideration  here.  In  his 
first  experiment  he  divided  a  quantity  of  water 
containing  bacteria  into  two  parts,  and  to  the 
vessel  containing  one  lot  he  added  loam,  making 
the  water  quite  muddy  with  it;  to  the  other  no 
loam  was  added.  Then  at  intervals  he  tested  the 
growth  and  increase  of  the  bacteria  in  each  simul- 
taneously, and  found  that  in  each  the  bacteria 
increased  at  the  same  rate.  A  second  experiment 
gave  the  same  result,  from  which  it  is  certain  that 
muddying  the  water  by  throwing  in  and  stirring  up 
earth  in  it  has  no  effect  on  the  growth  or  increase 
of  the  bacteria. 

There  was,  however,  the  possibihty  that  the  loam 
might  exert  a  purely  mechanical  influence  on  the 
bacteria,  and  that  as  the  extremely  fine  particles 
composing  it  gradually  settle  down  they  carry  the 
bacteria  down  with  them,  as  they  do  other  floating 
impurities  in  the  water.  The  earth  in  that  case 
would  have  a  purely  mechanical  clearing  and 
precipitating  action. 

He  experimented  carefully  to  test  this,  and  found 
that  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  earth  particles  in 
sinking  did  have  this  action,  and  that  whereas  there 
were  millions  of  bacteria  to  the  cubic  centimetre 
(less  than  a  cubic  half -inch)  of  water  before  it 
cleared,  when  the  earth  had  settled  there  remained 
only  twenty  germs  to  the  same  quantity  of  water. 
And  testing  the  sediment  at  the  bottom  showed 
enormous  quantities  of  bacteria.  But  during  the 
next  twenty-four  hours  the  bacteria  rose  up  through 


the  water  to  the  top  again,  so  that  in  twenty-four 
hours  the  first  extraordinarily  rapid  action  of  the 
loam  was  quite  exhausted. 

This  very  interesting  experiment  proved  that 
the  action  of  the  earth  or  loam  is  of  a  temporarily 
mechanical  purifying  nature,  and  has  no  effect 
on  the  growth  or  increase  of  the  bacteria.  As  a 
result  of  his  experiments.  Professor  Hofer  considers 
that  when  there  is  any  suspicion  that  sickness 
among  the  fish  in  a  tank  is  caused  by  l)acteria 
(I'emains  of  food  give  rise  to  enormous  numbers  of 
bacteria,  which  then  infect  the  food  taken  by  the 
fish,  causing  catarrh  of  the  stomach  and  loss  of 
appetite),  the  bacteria  can  be  to  a  great  extent 
carried  off  by  running  water  impregnated  with  earth 
through  the  tank  or  breeding  pond.  There  should 
be  as  strong  a  current  as  possible  of  the  muddied 
water  through  in  order  to  prevent  the  earth  settling 
and  retaining  bacteria  with  it.  But  it  must  never 
be  forgotten  that  the  loam  does  not  kill  the  Ijacteria. 
It  only  carries  them  away,  and  therefore  muddying 
the  water  with  earth  in  this  way  can  never  have 
the  same  value  as  the  use  of  some  disinfecting 
material,  and  if  disease-producing  bacteria  are 
present  they  can  never  be  entirely  got  rid  of  with 
earth,  and  in  the  case  of  a  dangerous  epidemic  of 
disease  the  water  must  be  run  off  and  the  tank 
limed,  and  the  breeding- boxes  washed  with  lime 
water. 

Professor  Hofer  adds  that  not  all  earth  is  suitable 
for  earthing  or  muddying  the  water.  He  made 
experiments  with  pot  loam  which  had  been  long 
exposed  to  the  air  and  become  so  infected  with 
bacteria  that  no  precipitating  effect  on  them  could 
be  noticed.  He  recommends  that  the  fresh  earth 
fiom  two  feet  under  the  surface  should  be  used, 
and  care  taken  to  see  that  there  are  no  impurities 
from  drains  or  decaying  matter  near  it. 

Were  the  Trout  Killed  by  Lightning  ? 
On  July  3,  1899,  at  the  Helmsbaeh  fish  breeding 
estabhshment  in  Germany  four  cement  tanks  in 
one  of  the  buildings  each  held  about  25lb.  of  live 
trout,  which  were  to  be  despatched  the  same 
evening  to  Berlin.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  a 
heavy  thunderstorm,  and  the  keeper  was  at 
work  about  a  hundred  yards  off,  when  a  tremendous 
flash  of  lightning  fell,  and,  as  he  felt  convinced, 
struck  the  building  containing  the  fish ;  he  at 
once  ran  to  see  if  the  fish  were  all  right  and  what 
damage  had  been  done  to  the  building.  To  his 
astonishment  he  found  every  trout  in  the  tank 
near  the  open  window  dead,  the  fish  in  the  other 
tanks  being  all  right.  He  ran  off  to  call  his  master 
(Herr  Arthur  Sendler,  who  relates  the  incident  in 
Allgemeine  Fischerei-Zeitung),  who  examined  the 
place  carefully  and  could  find  no  trace  of  any  damage 
from  the  Ughtning,  and  the  wire  net  covering  over  the 
fish  was  untouched.  He  could  only  confirm  the  fact 
that  every  fish  in  the  tank  under  the  window  was  dead, 
but  showed  no  special  alteration  in  appearance  as  if 
they  had  been  struck  dead.  Although  Herr  Sendler 
was  convinced  that  there  was  nothing  to  show  that 
the  lightning  had  struck  the  building,  he  felt  equally 
certain  that  the  death  of  the  fish  was  caused  by 
the  effect  of  the  thunderstorm.  He  looked  up  the 
back  numbers  of  his  Allgemeine  Fischerei-Zeitung. 
and  found  that  in  No.  4  for  the  year  1901  Herr 
Karl  Knauthe  had  described  a  very  similar  experi- 
ence in  an  article  entitled  "  Thunderstorms  and 
Fish  Mortality." 

Some  years  ago  a  lot  of  large  trout  in  one  pool 
in  the  river  Lea  were  found  dead  after  a  terrific 
thunderstorm.  The  keeper  told  me  he  felt  certain 
it  was  the  effect  of  lightning. 

To  Tell  the  Age  of  Carp. 
The  age  of  carp  can  (says  the  Deutsche  Fischerei- 
Zeitung  for  Jan.  13)  be  told  from  the  scales  of  the 
side  line.  These  scales  have  each  a  hole  in  the 
centre,  and  in  second  summer  carp  a  ring  develops 
round  the  hole  in  the  scale,  in  carp  of  the  third 
summer  there  are  two  rings,  in  the  fourth  sumrner 
three,  and  so  on.  In  this  way  one  can  easily 
ascertain  the  age  of  carp,  and  doubtless  other  fish 
also,  like  bream  and  roach,  in  which  the  scales  are 
large,  and  the  hole  of  the  side  Une  well  marked.  It 
used  to  be  supposed,  and  still  is  by  some  authorities, 
that  the  holes  in  the  skull  of  fish  connected  with 
the  side  Ime  were  for  the  passage  of  the  mucous 
secretion  which  lubricates  the  scales.  Some 
German  ichthyologists  now  dispute  this,  and  say 
that  the  side  line  and  its  continuations  are  in- 
timately connected  with  the  surface  nerves,  but 
for  what  object  is  at  present  unknown.; 
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Novelties  from  Messes.  J.  Warner  &  Sons; 

Messrs.  J.  Warner  &  Sons,  the  wholesale  fishing- 
tackle  makers,  of  Hewell  Works,  Redditch,  write : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — We  beg  to  enclose  for  your  in- 
spection one  or  two  novelties  for  the  coming  season, 
which  we  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  pass  an  opinion 
on  in  the  columns  of  your  valuable  paper.- 

"The  first  is  a  patent  rubber  'Devon'  bait. 
We  claim  that  this  combines  the  admitted 
advantages  of  the  well-known  'Phantom-  and 
-  Devon '  minnows  with  the  additional  improve- 


ment_  that  being  made  of  hollow  rubber  it  is 
practically  indestructible.  It  can  be  painted  any 
colour,  and  is  made  in  all  sizes  from  IJin.  to  6in. 
long. 

"Second,  a  small,  cheap  bait  for  trout,  perch, 
and  many  kinds  of  sea  fish.  It  has  proved  very 
killing  in  the  hands  of  many  good  anglers,  and  we 


anticipate  a  large  demand  for  it.-  It  is  made  in 
several  sizes,  and  can  be  made  in  others  to  suit  the 
wishes  of  anglers  in  all  waters. 

"  Third,  an  improved  fly  and  bottom  card.  This 
is  a  great  advance  on  our  old  well-known  pat'. em, 


Warner's  Patent  Cast  6c  Trace  Card 


AtU  GOODS  BEARING  THE  ABOVE  TrADE  MARK  ARE  GUARANTEED  TO  BE 
OF  THE  VERY  BEST  DUALITY, 


and  needs  no  explanation;  its  advantages  being 
apparent  at  a  glance.- 

''  Fourth,  a  straight  pull,  double  action  paternoster 
swivel,  suitable  for  all  descriptions  of  fishing.-  It 
will  be  made  in  sizes  small  enough  for  perch  and 
large  enough  for  conger  fishing.  That  enclosed  is 
the  size  used  for  pike  and  the  smaller  sea  fish ;  the 
metal  from  which  it  is  manufactured  is  unrustable. 
—Yours  faithfully,         "  J.  Warner  &  Sons." 

I  like  the  look  of  Messrs.  Warner's  patent  rubber 
"  Devon  "  bait  very  much  indeed,  and  shall  give  it 
a  trial  as  soon  as  possible.  It  has  the  head  of  a 
phantom  and  the  body  of  a  "Devon"  bait,  only  it 
is  made  of  stout  rubber  instead  of  brass  or  lead. 
Personally,  I  should  dispense  with  the  middle 
triangle,  and  should  prefer  the  top  hooks  to  be  no 
larger  than  the  others  ;  in  the  sample  sent  they  are 
much  larger.-  The  more  hooks  there  are  on  a  bait 
the  worse  it  spins,  and  the  less  chance  is  there  of 
getting  a  good  hold  of  a  fish  ;  the  more  points  you 
have  to  pull  in  over  the  barb  the  less  chance  there  is 
of  doing  it.  But  this  is  only  a  matter  of  detail  in 
which  every  angler  can  please  himself.  I  feel  sure 
Messrs.  Warner's  new  bait  is  a  thoroughly  good  one. 

The  No.  2,  small  bait,  has  two  soft  wings  of  some 
soft  material,  silvered  on  one  side  and  red  on  the 
other.  It  can  be  cast  like  a  fly,  and  looks  like  a 
small  silvery  fly  of  some  kind  in  the  water. 

The  No.  3,  card  for  holding  gut  cast  or  gut 
bottom  fishing  line,  is  the  best  thing  of  the  kind  I 
have  seen,  and  is  sure  to  be  appreciated  by  anglers. 

The  No.  4  straight  pull,  double  action  paternoster 
swivel,  is  a  really  capital  idea,  the  very  thing  for 
the  pike  paternoster,  as  the  live  bait  can  swim 
round  the  line  without  twisting  round  it ;  it  will 
be  equally  useful  for  sea  fishing.  It  is  the  strongest 
and  neatest  thing  of  the  kind  I  have  seen,- 


I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  give  the  following  account 
of  the  celebrated  trout  and  grayhng  fly,  "  Greenwell's 
Glory,"  by  Canon  Greenwell  himself ;  it  wiU  enable 
anglers  to  apportion  the  glory  between  the  Canon 
and  the  late  Mr.  James  Wright.  I  feel  sure  I  had 
a  letter  from  Canon  GreenweU  about  it  many — or 
at  any  rate  a  good  few — years  ago.; 

The  True  Story  of  "Greenwell's  Glory.". 
"  Dear  Sir, — There  is  an  error  in  your  note  to 
the  account  of  Mr.  James  Wright  reprinted  from 
the  Kelso  Mail,  which  I  will  correct  by  giving  you 
the  true  story  of  '  Greenwell's  Glory.' 

"  Many  years  ago,  when  the  March  Brown  was 
on  the  water  (and  no  one  who  has  not  witnessed  it 
can  appreciate  the  appearance  the  Tweed  presents 
when  they  rise  in  myriads  from  the  bottom  of  the 
river,  after  breaking  out  of  their  chrysahs  quarters 
to  come  into  the  air  as  a  fly),  I  found  the  trout 
were  not  rising  at  the  March  Bro-svn,  but  at  another, 
a  smaller  fly.  I  caught  some  of  these,  and  when  I 
went  home  in  the  evening  I  looked  in  at  my  old 
friend  James  Wright's  house  and  showed  him  the 
fly.  We  discussed  the  question  as  to  what  would 
make  a  good  artificial  representation  of  the  natural 
fly,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  inside  of 
a  blackbird's  wing  and  a  Coch-y-Bondhu  hackle 
tied  with  yellow  silk  would  come  as  near  the  colour 
of  the  living  fly  as  was  possible.  James  Wright, 
than  whom  a  finer  dresser  of  a  fly  never  existed, 
and  who  was  as  good  an  angler  as  he  was  an 
excellent  man  in  every  relation  of  life,  dressed  me 
a  dozen  flies  for  the  next  day's  fishing.  I  had  first- 
rate  sport,  taking  quite  eight  fish  out  of  ten  with 
the  new  fly.  The  next  day  proved  an  equaUy  good 
one,  and  nearly'all  the  fish  taken  by  the  same  fly.ig 
"  When  I  called  at  his  house  on  my  way  back  from 
the  Tweed,  James  said  the  fly  would  have  to  be 
named,  when  I  said  I  would 
lilllliliix  come  to  his  house  after 
luliili  dinner  for  the  purpose. 
V  lii  llilf  When  I  got  there  I  found  a 
\  I  party  of  Sprouston  worthies 
I  assembled,  all  of  them 
keenly  interested  in  fish 
and  fishing,  amongst  them 
Mr.  Brown,  then  the  school- 
master at  Sprouston.  He 
was  elected  sponsor,  and 
when  he  asked,  '  Are  you 
all  charged,'  and  our 
glasses  were  filled,  he  said, 
'  Success  to  Greenwell's 
Glory,'  So  the  fly  got  its 
name.- 

"  I  see  the  term  inven- 
tion is  used  in  connection 
with  the  fly,  but  there  was 
no  invention  about  it,  it  was  a  translation  into 
feathers  and  silk  of  a  natural  fly.-  But  whatever 
merit  it  possesses,  and  it  can  safely  stand  on  that 
basis,  is  due  to  James  Wright  for  his  skilful  and 
artistic  reproduction  of  the  fly  I  brought  him  from 
the  river. 

"  James  Wright  was  an  inventor,  several  salmon 
flies  showing  his  power  in  that  Une,  and  all  of  them 
give  evidence  of  his  eye  for  colour,  which  was  truly 
that  of  an  artist. — Yours  faithfully, 

-"  Durham.".  "  W.  Greenwell.' 
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Loch  Tay  and  the  Lyon.- 
Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will,  1  feel  sure, 
join  me  in  wishing  that  Mr.  Phihp  Geen  may  have 
some  accounts  of  good  sport  with  the  salmon. 
His  breezy  style  makes  his  articles  very  pleasant 
reading.  I  am  glad  to  see  he  thinks  things  are 
looking  up  in  the  Loch  Tay  district. 


That  Remarkable  Pike. 

Messrs.-  McCarthy  &  Co.,  fishing-tackle  dealers, 
of  Market  Parade,  Gloucester,  say : — "  We  had  a 
nice  pike  on  show  in  our  window  last  week.  It 
weighed  211b.,  and  was  caught  by  Mr.  Horace  Hook, 
of  Westbury-on-Severn.-  One  of  its  ventral  fins 
was  missing,  but  the  most  remarkable  thing  about  it 
was  that  Mr.  Hook  in  forwarding  it  stated  its 
weight  at  201b. ;  it  weighed  21lb.  on  arriving.'" 

Yes,  that  is  the  most  remarkable  pike  I  ever 
heard  of. 


Fish  and  Fishing  in  Switzerland.- 
I  think  some  English  anglers  may  be  glad  to 
know  that  there  is  an  interesting  journal  devoted 
to  fish  and  fishing,  entitled  Bulletin  Suisse  de  Peche 
et  Pisciculture,  published  at  Neuchatel,  Switzer- 


land. The  editor,  M.  Savoie-Petitpierre,  has  kindly 
promised  to  send  me  a  list  of  the  best  places  in 
Switzerland  where  EngHsh  anglers  can  get  good 
fishing.  He  also  promises  to  reply  to  a  query 
about  a  fish  called  the  Argone  which  recently 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Matthew  Arnold  a  Keen  Anoler.- 
In  turning  out  some  letters  the  other  day  I 
found  one  which  I  am  not  certain  I  pubUshed  at 
the  time  I  received  it  or  not ;  anyway,  it  is  well 
worth  giving  again.  It  was  a  letter  from  the  late 
Sir  John  Everett  Mllais  to  me  as  follows  :— 

"2,  Palace  Gate,  Kensington. 
"  April  21,  1888. 
'-'  To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

"  Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  your  readers  to 
know  that  the  late  Mr.  Matthew  Arnold  was  a  keen 
angler.  He  was  my  guest  at  Birnam  Hall  in  1886, 
and  was  on  the  water  from  morning  till  there  was 
no  more  fight  to  fish.  I  was  in  the  boat  with  him 
when  he  killed  two  fresh  run  grilse,  casting,  and  I 
never  shall  forget  his  delight  and  the  pride  wit; 
which  he  told  me  they  were  the  largest  fish  he  ha^ ' 
ever  caught.  The  nm  of  water  which  afforded  him 
so  much  pleasure  had  no  name,  so  I  have  since 
christened  it  'Arnold's  Stream.'  I  was  looking 
forward  to  his  returning  this  season,  when  I  hoped 
he  would  kill  a  salmon.  I  need  not  add  how 
charming  his  companionship  was,  and  how 
thoroughly  he  appreciated  the  beauties  of  the 
Murthly  water.-       Faithfully  yours, 

(Signed)       -"John  Everett  Millais.'' 


Lines  by  William  Black^ 
I  also  came  across  this  amusing  and  unpublished 
parody  of  Heine's  well-known  lines  by  the  late 
Wilham  Black,  who  was  salmon  fishing  on  the 
Spean  and  could  do  nothing  as  the  river  was  low, 
although  the  pools  were  full  of  fish. 

Ich  weiss  nicht  was  soil  es  bedeuten 

Dass  ich  so  traurig  bin ; 
Die  Liichslein  von  diesen  Zeiten, 

Sie  kommen  mir  nicht  aus  dem  Spean.- 

— W.  B. 

Which  I  have  attempted  to  English  roughly  as 
follows : — 

Oh  !  what  can  betoken  these  sighs. 
This  horrible  fit  of  the  spleen  ? 

The  beggarly  salmon  won't  rise. 
Or  come  to  me  out  of  the  Spean. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


SPEING  SALMON  FISHING. 
By  Philip  Geen.- 


Once  again  the  season  is  at  hand,  and  within  a 
few  hours  my  trusty  friend  and  self  will  be  on  the 
road  with  all  the  necessary  paraphernalia  for  success 
from  boat  or  bank  with  minnow  or  fly. 

This  will  be  my  twenty-seventh  year  of  journeying 
to  Scotland  to  try  my  luck  on  the  opening  day. 
Some  of  these  later  years  have  been  rather  dis- 
appointing, and  over  and  above  the  disappoint- 
ments there  has  been  a  cloud  of  fear  that  spring 
salmon  fishing  as  I  knew  it  twenty-five  years  ago 
was  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Fortunately  for  the  Tay  and  the  Lyon  the 
riparian  owners  and  the  Fishery  Board  were 
observant  of  the  gradual  shrinkage  of  results,  and 
steps  were  taken  that  have  immensely  improved 
the  sahnon  fisher's  prospects. 

Last  year  was  a  decided  improvement,  and  now 
the  many  reports  I  have  received  confirm  my  hopes 
that  we  are  in  for  a  period  of  better  seasons. 

The  good  news  has  caused  me  yet  again  for  the 
fifth,  sixth,  or  seventh  time,  I  know  not  which,  to 
look  through  my  lures  and  to  test  my  fines  afresh.- 
"The  prospects  are  bright,"  so  writes  Ford,  the 
implicitly-to-be-trusted  head-keeper  at  Garth.  He 
also  sends  me  the  news  that  Sir  Donald  Currie  has 
purchased  the  Chesthill  Estate,  and  as  this  property 
commences  where  Sir  Donald's  Glen  Lyon  property 
left  off  many  more  miles  of  this  lovely  spot  are  now 
added  to  the  fishing,  which,  through  the  kindness 
of  the  editor,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  describing  and 
illustrating  in  the  February  and  March  numbers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  last  year. 

From  Dunkeld  I  get  the  news: — "We  have  had 
a  splendid  travelling  water  all  the  winter,  and  so 
early  as  the  third  week  in  November  the  '  Fishery 
Board  netted  a  good  lot  of  spring  fish,  marked  them 
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and  put  them  back,  and  are  now  offering  half-a- 
crown  for  certain  notified  information  on  the  capture 
of  these  marked  fish.'  '' 

How  few  know  that  these  early  runners  will  be 
in  the  Tay  or  its  tributaries  for  fourteen  months  ? 
Bom  on  the  Taw,  and  having  been  a  salmon  angler 
all  my  days,  I  have  my  notions  concerning  this  fish, 
but,  of  coiu-se,  I  bow  my  head  when  the  learned 
professors  proclaim  that  the  salmon  cannot  feed  in 
fresh  water.  However,  I  suppose  even  these  book- 
worms will  admit  that  fourteen  months  at  a  stretch 
is  a  long  fast  for  an  animal  in  its  natural  element 
with  dainty  food,  parr  in  particular,  ready  to  its 
mouth.  I  say  the  salmon  during  these  fourteen 
months  is  in  his  natural  element,  and  the  parr  is 
his  principal  food  during  this  period,  and  is  a  deadly 
bait  for  his  capture. 

My  friend  is  as  ready  and  anxious  for  the  start 
as  it  is  possible  for  anyone  to  be.  We  have  lunched 
at  each  other's  houses  more  than  once,  and  care- 
fully displayed  and  examined  the  remarkable  items 
in  our  outfits.  I  have  discovered  through  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  new  porcelain 
rings  which  never  roughen  the  lines,  and  he  has  a 
line  that  never  roughens  and  a  new  bait  with  which 
we  spent  a  lot  of  time  in  his  bathroom  and  which 
travelled  through  the  water  in  his  bath  with  the 
most  graceful,  sedate,  and  curving  spin  imaginable. 
I  am  not  at  liberty  to  say  more  than  that  he  thinks 
a  lot  of  his  idea,  and  that  I  hope  that  the  fish  will 
think  as  kindly  of  it. 

I  took  my  friend  to  the  extreme  north  of  Scotland 
last  year  for  a  wind  up  week,  and  we  got  one  fish. 
This  was  a  most  unfortunate  and  expensive  time, 
which  gave  proof — not  needed  by  me — to  his  old 
gillie  that  my  friend  was  "  a  good  sportsman  free 
from  bad  words."- 

We  have  a  long  round  this  spring,  and  from  each 
and  every  quarter  comes  news  of  great  expectations. 
We  go  by  the  London  and  North-Westem  night 
train  to  Stirhng,  where  we  breakfast,  and  then 
on  to  Killin,  and  we  shall  be  fishing  at  10.30  next 
morning.  For  the  economical  traveller  there  is  a 
comfortable  third  class,  and  a  pillow  can  be  procured 
for  sixpence  which,  together  with  his  rug,  will  leave 
him  at  the  end  of  his  i journey  none  the  worse.  I 
am  getting  old  and  prefer  going  to  a  sleeping  car. 
The  vibration  soon  lulls  me  to  sleep  and  I  seldom 
wake  till  we  approach  our  destination. 

Many  of  my  southern  angUng  acquaintances  look 
upon  a  journey  to  Scotland  in  January  as  an  ordeal 
not  to  be  lightly  undertaken,  but  as  a  fact  no  more 
time  is  actually  lost  in  reaching  a  stretch  of  the  Tay 
than  of  the  Thames.  You  can  leave  Euston  so  late 
as  11.50  p.m.,  and  be  playing  a  fish  at  Dunkeld  at 
10.30  next  morning,  having  had  your  breakfast 
basket  given  you  at  Perth.  You  may  also  take 
heart  about  the  weather,  don't  fear  any  cold  while 
casting  ;  the  difference  in  the  air  will  give  such  an 
impetus  to  your  circulation  that  your  tread  will  be 
springy  and  due  warmth  ensured. 

We  are  to  have  a  few  days  on  Loch  Tay,  and 
then  for  our  grand  Glen  Lyon  and  its  splendid  fish, 
after  which  we  go  to  a  fishing  my  friend  has  rented 
on  a  river  in  Inverness-shire,  where  we  expect  great 
things  to  happen,  but  be  our  sport  good,  bad,  or 
indifferent,  we  shall  enjoy  ourselves,  and  any  infor- 
mation we  may  gather  that  is  worth  recording  shall 
be  sent  to  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TEOUT  ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Gbimble, 
Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc. 

{Continued  from  page  21.) 
CHAPTER  II. 
ARGYLLSHIRE. 

Having  in  my  first  chapter  dealt  with  the 
Taynuilt  Hotel  water  —  the  best  open  salmon 
angUng  in  Argyllshire — before  taking  leave  of  that 
county  I  will  give  a  brief  notice  of  the  smaller 
salmon  and  sea-trout  streams  on  which  the  tourist 
angler  can  work  his  will. 

The  river  next  in  importance  is  the  Orchy,  which 
may  almost  be  called  a  tributary  of  the  Awe,  into 
which  its  waters  eventually  find  their  way.  It 
rises  in  the  Black  Mount  Forest,  and  after  a  rapid 
rough  and  tumble  run  of  ten  miles,  in  which  it  is 
joined  by  several  large  bui-ns  and  many  smaller 
ones,  it  expands  into  Loch  TuUa,  a  sheet  of  water 
some  two-and-a-half  miles  long  with  a  breadth  of 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  covering  an  area  of 


697  acres — or  about  the  same  amount  of  ground  as 
would  give  one  a  whole  day's  partridge  driving  in 
any  fairly  well-stocked  district.  The  exit  of  the 
river  from  the  loch — on  which,  by  the  way,  stands 
Lord  Breadalbane's  Black  Mount  Lodge — is  unique, 
as  it  finds  its  way  out  through  the  very  middle  of 
the  south-west  side — I  believe  the  only  river  in 
Scotland  where  this  occurs,  all  others  flowing 
direct  from  the  ends  of  the  lochs  they  respectively 
drain.  From  this  exit  the  Orchy  has  a  further  run 
of  some  twenty  miles  before  it  discharges  its  waters 
into  Loch  Awe  at  Kilchurn  Castle,  and  near  to  the 
pretty  Loch  Awe  Hotel.  Lord  Breadalbane  owns 
the  whole  river,  and  keeps  to  himself  the  first  three 
miles  or  thereabouts,  down  to  where  the  river  is 
spanned  by  the  Bridge  of  Orchy,  with  the  homely- 
looking  and  prettily  -  gabled  hotel  of  Inveroran 
joining  on  to  it.  From  here  Mrs.  Cameron's  visitors 
can  fish  down  to  the  falls  some  eight  miles  below 
— swirling,  rushing  water,  forcing  its  way  by 
heather  banks  through  rocky  gorges,  opening  out 
at  intervals  into  nice  pools,  which,  however,  only 
become  stocked  with  the  first  flood  in  June,  and 
then  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  season  sport 
is  almost  certain  when  the  water  is  right.  The 
fishing  is  free  to  those  staying  in  the  hotel,  and 
though  there  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  rods,  on 
the  average  there  are  seldom  more  than  four  or 
five,  and  whatever  the  number  may  be  they  settle 
amongst  themselves  overnight  what  pools  they  will 
fish,  by  which  arrangement  anglers  can  start  as 
early  or  as  late  as  they  please,  with  the  certainty 
of  having  some  piece  of  water  to  themselves  to 
make  a  beginning  on.  Later  in  the  day  jDools  are 
changed  and  shifted  as  may  be  agreed.  There  are 
thirteen  of  these  that  are  named,  together  with 
some  odd  corners.  Anglers  keep  all  they  catch. 
Board  and  bedroom  is  nine  shilUngs  a  day  ;  but  in 
all  cases  of  a  fixed  tariff  I  have  found  it  advisable 
to  allow  a  few  shilUngs  for  extras,  in  addition  to 
any  sum  spent  on  assuaging  one's  thirst.  The 
ghillie  is  five  shillings  a  day,  which  includes  his 
lunch  and  whiskey  ;  but  I  am  not  aware 
if  it  is  a  sine  qua  non  that  one  must  be 
employed.  On  such  a  length  of  water  as 
I  am  deaUng  with  the  services  of  one  are 
almost  indispensable  to  a  stranger ;  also  the  High- 
land ghilUe  is  nearly  always  a  well-informed,  con- 
versable companion,  who  is  very  keen  to  show  sport, 
while  should  it  happen  that  the  angler  gets  a  red- 
letter  day  and  finds  himself  five  miles  from  home 
with  fifty  or  sixty  pounds  weight  of  fish  to  carry, 
plus  waders,  rod,  and  tackle,  why  then  the  ghillie 
is  indeed  a  boon.  I  confess,  however,  that  on 
short  lengths  of  angling  close  to  home  I  prefer  to 
fish  alone.  On  this  hotel  water  a  few  seasons  back 
one  rod  had  fifteen  July  fish  in  eight  days,  and 
another  had  five  in  one  day,  averaging  121b.  ;  while 
further  back,  in  1882,  three  anglers  took  seventy- 
two  fish  in  July,  of  which  forty-nine  fell  to  two  rods 
from  the  hotel,  the  balance  going  to  the  third  rod 
fishing  Lord  Breadalbane's  reserved  water.  These 
are  takes,  however,  that  can  hardly  be  looked  for 
nowadays,  when  almost  every  river  shows  such  a 
serious  falling  off ;  nevertheless,  given  a  wet  July 
and  August,  there  is  always  some  sport  to  be  had 
by  any  persevering  angler,  who  on  a  good  day  may 
get  three  fish,  on  a  bad  one  none  at  all.  The 
Inveroran  Hotel  also  has  a  boat  on  Loch  TuUa, 
which  at  times  yields  a  mixed  bag,  perhaps  made 
up  of  a  salmon,  two  or  three  heavy  brown  trout, 
three  or  foiu:  pike,  with  a  good  few  perch.  It  was 
from  this  loch  that  the  pike  spread  themselves  over 
Loch  Awe  to  the  destruction  of  the  trout.  As 
showing  how  rapidly  they  spread,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  only  thirty  years  after  their  unfortunate 
introduction  to  Loch  TuUa  I  killed,  when  staying 
at  EderUne  House,  on  a  very  small  loch  opening 
out  of  the  extreme  south-west  end  of  Loch  Awe,  a 
distance  of  fully  forty  miles  from  Loch  Tulla,  no 
less  than  nineteen  of  these  pests  in  a  short  day,  on 
which  it  blew  so  hard  that  the  boat  could  not  face 
the  big  loch — the  largest,  221b.,  the  smallest,  61b.  ; 
two  big  old  sows  demoUshed  the  heaviest  one  in  a 
few  minutes.  Some  ten  years  later  I  also,  in  one 
day,  took,  by  spinning  a  spoon  from  the  hand  out 
of  a  boat,  eleven  others  from  the  bay  by  the  side  of 
Kilchurn  Castle,  the  heaviest  of  which  was  1 71b. 
To  give  all  these  devils  their  due  it  must  be  said 
that  the  whole  of  them.fought  with  far  more  game- 
ness  than  the  ordinary  pike  of  EngUsh  waters,  some 
of  them  running  out  from  thirty  to  forty  yards  of 
Une  in  one  rush,  and  then  leaping  high  above  the 
surface  several  times  in  rapid  succession  ;  indeed, 
to  an  ardent  pike   fiisher  I  would  confidently 


recommend  a  stay  at  the  Loch  Awe  Hotel  in  the 
month  of  December.    Any  of  the  other  hotels  on 
Loch  Awe  would  be  just  as  Ukely  to  yield  sport; 
I  only  mention  this  one  because  of  its  accessibility 
for  the  railway  station  is  at  its  door. 

Below  the  falls  the  Dalmally  Hotel  water  com- 
mences on  the  left  bank,  the  right  one  going  with 
the  Dalmally  shootings.  These  falls  are  fully  twenty 
feet  high  with  an  almost  sheer  drop,  and  formerly 
presented  an  absolute  bar  to  the  further  ascent  of 
fish ;  as  soon,  however,  as  an  efficient  ladder  was 
made  round  the  rock  of  the  right  bank,  salmon 
began  to  ascend  freely,  until  the  whole  river  above, 
with  Loch  Tulla  and  the  head  streams,  became 
plentifully  supplied.  In  olden  days  a  curious — it 
would  be  called  something  else  now — way  of  catch- 
ing fish  was  in  vogue  at  Catenish,  a  Uttle  below  the 
FaUs  where  a  rock  obstructs  the  current  almost 
from  bank  to  bank.  In  times  of  flood  large 
baskets  were  fixed  across  these  narrow  rushes  into 
which  fish  feU  if  their  attempts  to  force  a  passage 
failed.  Indeed  this  was  once  a  common  method  of 
catching  salmon  throughout  Scotland,  and  was 
used  in  most  places  where  it  could  be  practised. 
Tradition  has  it  that  before  the  making  of  the 
Caledonian  Canal  changed  the  level  of  the  Achna- 
carry  waters,  there  used  to  be  a  basket  of  this  sort 
near  Loch  Eil's  House  into  which  when  the  salmon 
tumbled  it  also  rang  a  beU  in  the  kitchen  to  let 
the  cook  know. 

Immediately  below  the  "Fall  Pool,"-  and  in  close 
proximity,  comes  the  "  Big  Stone,'-  the  "  Tail  of 
AU,"  the  "  General's  Pool,"  and  the  "  Yellow  Flag,'- 
these  five  pools  being  the  cream  of  the  hotel  water, 
though  below  them  there  are  seven  others.  Here  also 
the  angling  is  free,  and  though  there  is  no  limit  on 
the  numbers,  there  are  seldom  more  than  four  or 
five  fishers  staying  at  the  hotel,  which  is  large, 
comfortable,  and  roomy.  The  tariff  for  board  and 
lodging  is  12s.  6d.  a  day,  ghillie  5s.  6d.  a  day,  with 
his  lunch  and  whiskey.  Memo.  — There  used  to  be 
some  very  good  old  port  at  Dalmally  which  Duncan 
Fraser,  the  landlord,  kept  in  a  special  cellar  ;  only 
a  personal  interview  would  capture  it.  April  and 
May  are  the  best  months  here,  and  in  some  seasons 
the  first  half  of  June  gives  sport,  while  in  September 
there  are  again  fish  to  be  had.  July  and  August 
are  not  of  much  accoimt.  The  whole  of  the  Orchy 
can  be  cast  without  waders,  while  a  rod  of  16ft. 
wiU  easily  do  the  work.  The  fly  is  the  only  lure 
permitted,  and  those  that  are  in  use  on  the  Awe 
will  do  well  here,  though  others  of  the  standard 
patterns  are  equally  good.  A  No.  4  Limerick  hook 
is  the  most  usual  size,  seldom  larger,  and  often 
very  much  smaUer.  Sea-trout  are  only  met  with 
below  the  faUs,  and  they  are  certainly  not  plentiful 
enough  to  angle  for  speciaUy.  The  Orchy  opens 
on  Feb.  1 1  and  closes  on  Oct.  15,  this  date  being 
fixed  by  Lord  Breadalbane,  who  hereabouts  is  his 
own  Fishery  Board,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
there  are  not  more  of  these  one  man  boards,  for 
their  fisheries  are  always  better  managed  than 
those  where  the  board  is  composed  of  many 
members  ;  indeed,  I  feel  incUned  to  assert  that  the 
larger  the  board  the  worse  the  management.  The 
machine  hire  to  and  from  the  various  pools  of 
these  two  hotels  is  usuaUy  spUt  up  amongst  the 
anglers  who  are  carried,  and  is  thus  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  which  seldom  comes  to  more  than  a 
couple  of  shilUngs  a  day,  which  it  is  well  worth. 

The  remainder  of  the  Argyll  open  fishings  I  wiU 
discuss  in  the  alphabetical  order  of  the  rivers  or 
lochs. 

The  Aray,  Douglas,  and  Lower  Shira  rivers,  with 
the  Dhuloch,  can  be  fished  fi-ee  from  the  very 
comfortable  ArgyU  Arms  Hotel  at  Inveraray — 
board  and  bedi'oom,  10s.  a  day ;  ghiUie  Ss.  6d.,  to 
include  lunch  and  drink ;  anglers  keep  their  catchy 
The  Aray,  or  Water  of  Worship,  enters  Loch  Fyne 
at  Inveraray.  A  rapid  run  of  eight  miles  is  its 
total  length,  of  which  but  three  are  available  for 
migratory  fish,  as  at  about  that  distance  above  the 
mouth  there  are  a  series  of  impassable  falls  which 
it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  ladder.  July, 
August,  and  September  are  the  best  months,  though 
the  rod  may  be  pUed  till  Oct.  31,  and  like  unto  aU 
other  short  streams  that  do  not  flow  from  lakes 
this  one  is  entirely  dependent  on  the  amount  of 
rain  that  may  fall.  When  the  stream  is  in  ply  the 
cream  of  the  angling  is  in  the  mile  or  so  immediately 
below  the  falls.  Fish  average  eight  pounds,  and 
there  is  also  a  fair  quantity  of  sea-trout.  The 
Douglas  Ues  between  three  and  four  miles  to  the 
south  of  the  Ai  ay,  the  angling  being  Umited  to  about 
a  mile— to  where  the  bridge  crosses  the  river — by 
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impassable  falls.  It  is  better  for  sea-trout  than  for 
salmon.  The  Shira  runs  through  a  finely -wooded 
glen  to  fall  into  Loch  Fyne,  two  miles  to  the  north- 
east of  the  Aray,  and  shortly  before  reaching  the 
sea  it  expands  into  Loch  Dubh,  a  pretty  little  sheet 
of  water  holding  both  salmon  and  sea- trout,  which 
is  the  stand-by  for  the  hotel  anglers  in  times  of 
drought.  All  the  small  standard  flies  will  kill,  and 
with  regard  to  droughts  they  are  not  frequent  even 
in  July  and  August,  for  Inveraray  is  about  as  moist 
a  spot  as  any  on  the  West  Coast.  I  do  not  say 
that  I  would  make  a  halt  here  if  these  three  pretty 
streams  were  dead  low  at  the  time  of  my  arrival, 
but  hkewise  I  certainly  would  not  pass  them  by 
if  they  happened  to  be  in  good  order. 

{To  be  continued.) 

TEOUT  FLIES  AND 

FLY-DEES  SING. 
LETTERS  FROM  MY  DAD. 
By  Alan  Gkange. 


(Continued  from  page  23.) 
LETTER  IIL 

Jan.  10,  18—. 
***** 

We  left  off  with  a  promise  to  begin  again  at  poultry 
hackles.    So  here  goes. 

Poultry  hackles  are  the  feathers  which  hang  down 
on  the  necks  of  cocks  and  hens  and  over  the  saddles 
of  the  backs  of  cocks,  but  the  saddle  hackles  are 
bigger  than  you  are  likely  to  want.  You  can  get 
any  quantity  for  the  asking  from  the  poulterer  at 
homo,  but  not  all  hackles,  in  fact  very  few,  are  really 
worth  having.    Still  it  is  better  to  have  poor  hackles 


Fig.  17.  Cock's  Hackle. 


Fig.  18.  Hen's  Hackle. 

than  none,  so  don't  be  too  particular  at  first.  But 
in  order  that  you  may  know  what  to  choose,  I  send 
you  a  picture  of  a  well-shaped  cock's  hackle  and  a 
well-shaped  hen's  hackle.    (Figs.  17  and  18.) 

As  to  colours,  you  can  get  a  good  range  in  time. 
Of  cocks,  the  easiest  to  get  are  red  (from  pale  to 
dark),  black,  and  badger  (black  with  white  or  cream- 
coloured  edges).  But  you  want  also  furnace  (that 
is,  red  with  a  black  centre),  Coch-y-Bondhu  or  black 
centre  and  edge,  with  red  in  between,  ginger  or  paler 
thaii  palest  red,  blue  (that  is,  smoke  coloured  from 
the  sootiest  to  almost  white — also  called  duns),  and 
honey  dun  (that  is,  blue  with  red  or  ginger  edges). 
The  hen's  hackles  are  much  the  same,  only  reds  and 
badgers  are  scarcer  and  gingers  are  commoner. 

Be  sure  and  strip  off  the  flue  from  the  roots  of 
your  hackles  before  putting  them  away  in  the 
envelopes.  Moth  is  apt  to  get  into  feathers,  and 
particularly  into  those  where  the  flue  remains. 

Now  you  must  not  run  away  and  give  it  up  in 
despair  because  I  have  told  you  what  a  lot  of  things 
there  are  to  get.  You  must  not  expect  to  get  them 
all  at  once.  Even  if  you  have  only  a  starUng  you 
can  begin  to  make  flies.  Let  us  suppose  your  friend 
the  gamekeeper  has  shot  you  an  old  cock  starling. 
Well,  now  it  is  early  April,  say,  and  you  know  that 
the  big  spring  Olive  Dun  Flies  are  hatching  out  on 
the  water.  Well,  we  are  going  to  imitate  one,  you 
and  I,  and  try  and  catch  a  trout  with  it; 

First  we  want  a  hook.  No.  2  is  not  too  big. 
Now  take  a  length  of  xx  gut  and  bite  the|  extreme 
end  so  as  to  flatten  it  for  a  little  bit.  Now  break  off 
ten  or  twelve  inches  of  primrose  silk  from  your  reel, 
double  it  round  a  button  of  your  waistcoat,  roll  the 
ends  together  till  it  makes  a  little  rope.  Then  hold 
it  taut  and  rub  it  briskly  with  your  harness-maker's 
wax.  -This  will  make  the  silk  stick  when  wrapped  on 
to  the  hook,   Then  unwind  it,  and  i  t  is  ready  for  use. 


Now  take  your  hook  by  the  bend  between  the 
thumb  and  first  finger  of  your  left  hand  and  hold  it 
with  the  barb  downwards  and  the  shank  projecting 
to  the  right.  Take  the  waxed  thread  and  put  an 
end  between  the  same  finger  and  thumb  which  hold 
the  hook,  pass  the  silk  over  the  shank  near,  but  not 

quite  up  to,  the  end 
of  the  shank,  bring 
it  round  underneath. 
Then  whip  it  closely 
round,  ^turn  after 
turn,  in  I  the  direc- 
tion of  your  left 
forefinger  and  thumb 
three  -or  four  times 
,  ,   „  ,  (Fig.  19).    Now  pass 

the  bitten  end  of  the  gut  under  the  hook  and  take  the 
next  turn  round  that  as  well  as  the  hook  ;  draw  the 
gut  tiU  only  so  much  remains  under  the  hook  as  will 
reach  nearly  to  where  the  bend  begins,  and  let  the 
long  end  extend  in  the  hne  of  the  hook,  but  under  it 
to  the  right  (Fig.  20).  Now  wind  your  silk  tight,  in 
the  same  direction  as  before,  never  letting  it  get 


Fig.  20. 


Fig.  21. 


loose  and  keeping  the  gut  on  the  underside  of  the 
hook,  until  the  gut  is  entirely  covered  (Fig.  21). 
Then,  after  taking  one  or  two  turns  more,  whip 
closely  back  to  where  you  begun.  You  can  now 
pass  the  silk  between  the  gut  and  the  hook  to  secure 
it  for  a  minute  and  lay 
your  work  down  (Fig.  22). 
Now  take  your  starling's 
wing  and  look  under  it. 
You  will  see  some  disre- 
putable looking  feathers 
with  fawn-coloured  edges. 
Pick  out  one  of  these  and 
strip  off  the  fibres  on  the 
side  where  they  are  longest  and  the  fibres  at  the 
root  on  the  other  side.    Thus  you  have  a  hackle  to 


Fig.  22. 


Fig.  23. 

form  the  legs  of  your  fly.  It  is  not  so  good  as  a 
dark  blue  hen  hackle  or  a  hackle  from  the  breast 
or  under  the  wing  of  a  hen  blackbird,  or  from  the 
breast  of  a  snipe,  but  it  will  do.  Now  pull  out  one 
of  the  secondary  feathers,  taking  it  by^ithe  root 
and  being  careful  not  to  disarrange  the  feathers. 
It  is  now  hke  this  (Fig.  22).  Now  stroke  back 
some  of  the  fibres  till  they  stand  evenly  thus 
(Fig.  23). 

Cut  off  these  fibres,  lay  half  on  the  other  half 
evenly,  double  them  so  that  the  shiny  side  is  outside, 
pick  away  all  loose  and  uneven  strands  with  a  pin, 
and  there  you  have  a  pair  of  wings  ready  to  tie  on 
your  fly.    Now  take  the  wings  between  your  left 
thumb  and  forefinger  so  that  the  cut  ends  project 
to  the  right.    Take  your  hook  and  place  it  under 
the  wings  between  your  left  forefinger  and  thumb, 
remove  the  silk  from  be- 
tween the  gut  and  the 
shank  and  bring  it  over 
the  root  of  the  wings 
and    diaw    it  firmly 
down  on  the  other  side, 
repeating    the  action 
three  of  four  times  (Fig. 
24).    Then  cut  off  the 
roots  with  your  scissors, 
being  careful  not  to  let 
the  silk  shp,  whip  back  to  the  root  of  the  wing  and 
take  one  turn  behind  it.    Now  put  the  root  of  your 
hackle  under  the  next  turn  of  the  silk,  with  the  stem 
pointing  over  the  head  of  the  fly  (Fig.  25),  and  bind 
it  in  with  two  firm  turns  of  the  silk.    Then  take  the 


Fig.  24. 


phers  and  fix  the  point  of  the  hackle  between  the 
vf  L  ^  °f  ^^"^^      hackle  two  or  three  times 

behind  the  wing  in  the  same  direction  as  you  are 
winding  the  tying  silk,  and  let  the  phers  hang  down. 
Now  wind  your  silk  two  or  three  times  through  the 
hackle  carefuUy  so  as  not  to  tie  down  the  fibres,  but 
so  as  to  hold  the  stalk  tight.  Then  bring  the  silk  in 
front  of  the  wing.  Now  you  come  to  the  hardest 
part  of  the  fly.  It  is  to  finish  it.  If  you  are  content 
to  be  clumsy,  you  will  make  two  or  three  half  hitches 
and  cut  off  your  thread.    But  it  is  much  better  to 
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Fig.  26. 


Fig.  25. 

finish  like  this.    Take  the  loose  end  of  vour  silk  and 

lay  It  alongside  of  the  shank  of  the  hook,  pointing 

to  the  left,  and  hold  it  there  with  your  thumb. 

Next  take  your  silk  close  to  the  spot  where  you  were 

winding  It  and  go  on  winding  round  the  head  of  the 

hook  and  the  end  of  your  tying 

silk  for  three  or  four  turns  ;  hold 

all  the  turns  down  firmly  with 

your  left  forefinger  and  thumb, 

and  with  your  right  pull  your 

gut  out  from  the  three  or  four 

coils  of  silk  which  you  will  find 

round  it.    When  those  have  been 

taken  off,  you  will  find  that  a 

firm,  slow  pull  at  the  loose  end 

of  your  silk  towards  the  left  will 

pull  all  the  silk  under  the  last  three  or  four  turns 

and  will  make  a  neat  and  strong  fastening.    If  you 

can  afford  varnish,  it  is  better  to  varnish  the 

head  of  j^our  fly,  but  if  you  cannot,  well,  never  mind. 
Only  see  your  silk  is  well  waxed. 

That  is  only  one  of  the  flies  you  can 
tie  with  a  starhng's  feathers  only.  In 
another  letter  I  will  tell  you  more, 
but  first  I  want  to  hear  that  you  have 
tied  one  of  these  more  or  less  success- 
fully. 

- '  1  forgot  to  tell  you  that  if  the  fly  is 
nicely  tied  the  wings  should  be  just  the 
least  bit  longer  than  the  body  of  the  fly. 
The  result  should  be  like  this  (Fig.  20) 
only  smaller. 

If  I  were  back  in  England  we  would 
tie  them  together,  old  son,  but  in  the 
meantime  we  must  do  our  best  to  get  on  by 
writing. 

***** 
{To  he  continued.) 


HAENHAM  ON  THE  AVON. 


Christchurch,  Ringwood,  Fordingbridge,  and  in 
a  lesser  degree  Downton,  are  to  many  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  .household  words,  but  the  writer 
doubts  if  any  great  number  have  ever  sampled 
Harnham,  yet,  though  the  fishing  cannot  compare 
with  that  obtainable  at  the  places  mentioned,  it  is 
by  no  means  to  be  despised,  as  will  no  doubt  be 
admitted  when  it  is  mentioned  that  several  roach 
over  21b.  have  been  taken  this  season,  the  best  fish 
weighing  just  over  21b.  4oz. ;  this  fish  will  shortly 
grace  the  walls  of  the  Rose  and  Crown,  to  which 
the  fishing  is  attached.  On  a  recent  visit  the  writer 
creeled  seven  roach,  subsequently  using  the  smallest, 
a  fish  about  6oz.,  as  a  jack  bait,  and  the  remaining 
six  weighed  an  ounce  short  of  71b.,  an  average  few 
rivers  can  show,  and  on  the  following  day  had  five 
fish  turning  the  scale  at  just  over  5lb.  The  water 
is  by  no  means  an  easy  water  to  fish,  and  large 
catches  are  the  exception,  but  one  can  almost 
always  be  sure  of  a  few  roach  with  pounders 
amongst  them  ;  the  fishing,  moreover,  is  not  pro- 
hibitive in  price,  a  remark  that  does  not  apply  to 
many  stations  on  this  the  finest  of  our  roach  rivers. 
In  the  winter  months  hve  bait  can  generally  be  had, 
and  the  jack  are  fairly  plentiful,  albeit  mostly  small ; 
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there  are  also  some  magnificent  trout,  one  of  6|lb. 
being  taken  on  the  occasion  of  one  of  the  writer's 
visits ;  a  few  grayling,  dace,  and  some  goodly  chub 
can  also  be  taken  when  in  the  humour. 

A  boat  can  always  be  had,  and  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  success  and  comfort. 

Visitors  will  find  Mr.  Millard,  at  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  extremely  courteous  and  obliging,  and 
always  pleased  at  the  success  of  his  fishing  patrons. 

Harnham  is  only  half  a  mile  from  Salisbury,  and 
yet  the  water  'is  surprisingly  little  fished,  even  in 
the  summer  months.  Harnham,  be  it  noted,  marks 
the  limit  of  the  fishable  Avon  (so  far  as  coarse  fish 
are  concerned) ;  the  Nadder,  an  excellent  but 
"ungeta table'-  trout  stream,  joins  the  fishing  near 
its  commencement,  the  two  rivers  forming  a  good- 
sized  stream. 

The  best  catches  of  roach  are,  as  a  rule,  made 
after  heavy  rains,  but  from  the  angler's  point  of 
view  the  water  clears  far  too  rapidly ;  the  weeds 
are  kept  in  check  as  far  as  is  possible  in  a  chalk 
stream,  being  cut  twice  and  sometimes  thrice  a 
year. 

The  surroundings  are  extremely  peaceful  and 
tend  to  increase  one's  enjoyment  of  a  day's  fishing. 

Pelican. 


fishing  tackle  makers  had  been  amused  at  the 
correspondence  about  light  rods  ;  it  was  a  case  of 
making  rods  to  suit  special  styles  of  fishing,  and  as 
the  styles  were  different  so  the  rods  must  be 
different,  the  whippy,  very  hght  American  rods 
being  of  no  use  to  our  dry  fly  anglers.  Mr.  Preedy 
showed  me  a  very  light  fly  rod  specially  made  by 
them  for  the  sons  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  much 
liked  by  His  Royal  Highness  himself ;  he  also 
showed  me  some  very  fine  built  cane  rods  of  their 
own  make,  and  pointed  out  that  the  ferrules  and 
flttings  were  much  more  substantial  than  those  on 
American  rods,  and  although  heavier,  of  course 
much  more  lasting.  A  curiosity  is  the  series  of 
salmon  flies,  the  wings  and  legs  made  of  gut  stained 
different  shades  and  crimped — a  sort  of  ghostly 
salmon  fly.  Some  of  the  firm's  salmon  flies  are 
dressed  with  a  small  triangle  on  gut  behind  the 
single  hook,  for  hooking  short-rising  fish.  Mr. 
Preedy  showed  me  some  curious  "Hoppers  "  of  all 
sorts  very  cleverly  made  to  the  pattern  of  a  cus- 
tomer who  was  great  at  imitating  grasshoppers, 
beetles,  etc.  The  "  Jermyn  Box  "  for  holding  reels, 
fly  books,  spimiers,  traces,  etc.,  in  trays  would  be 
very  useful  on  a  yacht;  it  is  13in.  by  ICin.  by 
lOin.,  and  very  well  made  in  japanned  tin. 


New  Premises  of  Messrs.  J.  Bernard  and  Son, 
(45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James's,  S.W.) 


MESSES.  J.  BEENAED  AND  SON'S 
NEW  PEEMISES. 


From  Church -place,  Piccadilly,  where  they  have 
been  established  for  so  many  years,  Messrs.  J. 
Bernard  and  Son,  the  well-known  fishing  rod  and 
tackle  manufacturers,  have  recently  moved  to 
excellent  premises  at  No.  45,  Jermyn-street,  St. 
James's,  in  the  centre  of  London  clubland.  I  called 
the  other  day  to  have  a  chat  with  the  courteous 
manager,  Mr.  Preedy,  who  is  not  only  well  up  in 
all  matters  connected  with  his  business  but  also  a 
practical  fisherman.  He  showed  me  a  photograph 
of  the  new  premises,  and  I  think  a  great  many  of 
my  readers  who  are  customers  of  Messrs.  Bernard 
and  others  will  be  glad  to  see  our  reproduction  of 
it.  Anglers  feel  a  much  more  personal  interest  in 
the  particular  fishing  tackle  establishment  where 
they  get  most  of  their  things  than  they  do  in  any 
other  places  at  which  they  deal.  As  well  as  being 
very  central  Messrs.  Bernard's  new  place  is  very 
convenient,  and  is  fitted  with  electric  light,  no 
slight  advantage  considering  the  many  gloomy  days 
we  get  in  London.    Mr,  Preedy  said  some  of  the 


In  Bernard's  creel  the  hd  is  made  to  open  away 
from  the  angler — that  is,  the  hinges  are  on  the 
side  opposite  the  usual  place,  and  when  you  pull  it 
round  and  open  it  the  contents  are  much  more  get- 
atable  than  when  the  lid  is  pushing  up  against 
your  side  ;  it  is  a  very  well-made  creel.  In  putting 
cork  on  their  split-cane  rods  Messrs.  Bernard  carry 
the  cane  right  through  the  handle,  so  that  you  get 
the  action  right  down  to  the  hand — this  style  of 
flexible  grip  was,  I  believe,  first  brought  out  by 
Messrs.  Braddell  and  Son,  of  Belfast.  Of  course  it 
is  not  every  angler  who  cares  to  feel  the  handle 
giving  to  the  motion  of  the  rod ;  it  depends  on  the 
particular  action  preferred.  Their  "  Matchless  Sea 
Rod '-  is  deservedly  very  popular  ;  the  top  joint  is 
made  of  spUt-cane  with  whalebone  point.  Mr, 
Preedy  seems  to  think  that  whalebone  wiU  be  as 
extinct  as  the  dodo  before  the  year  2000.  The 
"Invincible  Sea  Rod,''  all  split  cane,  plain  handle, 
is  one  of  the  most  powerful  sea  rods  made — will 
lift  a  dead  weight  of  4lb.  off  the  floor.  Its  price  is 
only  37s.  6d.,  and  it  is  guaranteed  London  made. 
The  salmon  and  trout  gut  casts  which  Mr.  Preedy 
showed  me  were  the  best  I  have  seen  for  a  long 
time.    One  of  their  customers  on  an  angling  trip 


in  Canada  killed  12001b.  of  salmon  on  the  same 
salmon  cast ;  the  knots  are  very  carefully  made, 
and  nice  and  smooth  to  the  feel  when  you  draw  a 
cast  through  your  hand,  showing  that  after  making 
the  water  knot  the  ends  are  reversed  round  the 
cast  and  pulled  tight  with  a  jam  against  the  knot 
with  the  ends  pointing  towards  the  knot.  The 
Bernard  "Special  Sea  Reel''  has  an  adjustable 
screw  check  on  back,  so  that  almost  any  amount 
of  check  can  be  put  on.  I  wish  Messrs.  J.  Bernard 
and  Son  continued  success  and  prosperity  in  their 
new  premises  at  45,  Jermyn-street. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


SCIENTIFIC  EESEAECH  AND  THE 
FISHEEIES  OF  THE  UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


We  have  received  from  the  Committee  on 
Ichthyological  Research,  Board  of  Trade,  S.W.,  a 
copy  of  the  very  voluminous  Blue  Book  giving  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the  best  means 
by  which  the  State  or  local  authorities  can  assist 
scientific  research  as  applied  to  problems  affecting 
the  fisheries  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  together 
with  the  minutes  of  evidence — presented  to  both 
Houses  of  Parhament  by  command  of  His  Majesty. 

The  following  is  a 

Summary  of  Recommendations  of  the 
Committee  : 

(i.)  Provision  should  be  made  at  the  principal 
fishing  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  collec- 
tion of  statistics,  on  the  largest  scale  practicable, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  particulars  of 
the  fish  landed  and  the  place  where  they  were 
caught.  To  carry  this  out  provision  should  bo 
made  for  the  payment  of  masters  of  fishing  vessels 
for  fiUtng  up  returns,  and  of  a  staff  of  trained 
assistants  to  deal  with  these  returns  and  with  the 
samples  landed  and  selected  for  examination,  and 
for  incidental  expenses. 

(ii.)  In  addition  to  the  research  vessels  possessed 
by  the  central  authority  in  Ireland,  and  by  the 
Marine  Biological  Association  at  Plymouth,  three 
special  steamers  should  be  provided  to  study  definite 
sea  areas.  One  of  these  vessels  should  work  on  the 
east  coast,  a  second  along  the  west  coast  of  England, 
and  the  third  should  replace  the  Garland  on  the 
coasts  of  Scotland.  Each  of  the  steamers  should 
work  in  connection  with  a  biological  laboratory. 
Each  of  the  laboratories  (in  addition  to  those  already 
established  in  Scotland  and  Ireland)  should  havo 
three  biological  assistants,  and  another  assistant 
should  also  be  stationed  at  the  office  of  the  central 
authority  in  each  country.  It  is  understood  that 
the  existing  laboratories  at  Liverpool  and  Port  Erin 
would  meet  the  wants  of  the  west  coast,  and  that 
at  Plymouth  those  of  the  south  coast. 

It  would  be  necessary  to  establish  a  new 
laboratory  at  some  central  point  of  the  east  coast 
of  England. 

(iii. )  While  the  committee  see  no  sufficient  reason 
for  suggesting  any  changes  as  to  the  central 
authority  for  conducting  scientific  fishery  investiga- 
tions in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  they  consider  that 
the  functions  of  the  Fisheries  and  Harbour  Depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  is  the  central 
authority  for  England,  should  be  considerably 
enlarged.  They  recommend  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  should  have  power  not  only  to  delegate  to 
any  satisfactory  local  fishery  authority  the  conduct 
of  such  fishery  investigations  as  the  latter  body  are 
willing  and  able  to  carry  out,  but  also  themselves 
to  conduct  investigations.  The  local  fishery 
authorities,  and  the  authorities  or  bodies  who 
conduct  or  contribute  to  the  expense  of  such 
investigations,  should  be  represented  on  the  central 
Fishery  Council  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
council  should  have  general  control  over  all  such 
investigations,  and  should  bo  constituted  as  here- 
after stated. 

(iv.)  The  committee  recommend  that  statutory 
powers  be  given  to  the  local  sea  fisheries  com- 
mittees to  expend  money  on  fishery  research. 

(v.)  The  committee,  recognising  that  on  the  east 
coast  of  England,  except  to  a  small  extent  in 
Northumberland,  there  are  no  local  fisheries 
committees  contributing  to  the  knowledge  of  fishery 
problems,  recommend  that  the  Fishery  Council  for 
England  itself  should  conduct  investigations  on 
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that  coast.'  The  committee  think,  however,  that  if 
possible  the  expenses  of  such  investigations  should 
be  partly  borne  by  those  who  are  pecuniarily 
Interested  in  them. 

(vi.)  The  committee  recommend  that  a  fishery 
council  for  England  should  be  constituted  at  the 
Board  of  Trade,  consisting  of  official  and  other 
representatives  as  recommended  in  paragraph  32. 
This  council  should  meet  periodically  to  formulate 
schemes  of  investigation,  to  make  recommendations 
as  regards  Government  grants,  to  report  on  the 
knowledge  acquired  by  the  researches  made,  and 
generally  to  exercise  control  of  the  investigations. 

(vii.)  In  order  to  secure  uniformity  of  action 
between  scientific  bodies  at  work  in  the  seas  sur- 
rounding the  United  Kingdom,  and  to  prevent 
overlapping  of  areas  of  research,  the  committee 
recommend  that  there  should  be  a  conference  con- 
sisting of  representatives  of  the  three  central 
authorities.  To  this  extent  only  do  they  consider 
it  practicable  to  constitute  one  central  department 
for  the  United  Kingdom. 

(viii.)  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  benefit 
would  be  derived  from  the  establishment  of  a 
national  fishery  museum,  which  had  best  be  placed 
at  a  great  fishing  centre,  such,  for  example,  as 
Grimsby.  In  this  museum  might  be  exhibited  such 
of  the  specimens  of  the  Buckland  collection  as  are 
worth  preserving,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  found 
possible  to  apply  Mr,  Buckland's  monetary  bequest 
for  the  purposes  of  such  a  museum,  which  might 
appropriately  be  united  with  the  proposed  laboratory 
for  the  east  coast. 

Concluding  Observations. 
In  order  to  carry  out  the  committee's  recom- 
mendations it  will  be  necessary  for  the  State  to 
provide  funds : — 

(a)  For  the  collection  of  statistics  from  trawlers 
and  the  examination  of  material  at  the  ports  ; 

(b)  for  the  provision  of  the  necessary  assistants 
at  the  marine  laboratories ; 

(c)  for  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  the 
three  steamers  recommended  ;  and 

(d)  for  putting  the  staff  in-  Scotland  and  Ireland 
on  a  permanent  basis. 

The  committee  beheve  that  by  carrying  out  these 
recommendations  the  State  would  recognise,  co- 
relate,  and  control  the  work  of  the  existing  inde- 
pendent organisations  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
would  build  up  a  scheme,  of  fishery  research '  of  a 
thoroughly  practical  character,  centring,  as  regards 
England,  in  the  Board  of  Trade,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  m  mtimate  contact  with  the  fishing  trade  the 
district  committees,  and  the  scientific  laboratories 
round  the  coast. 

(Signed)         Colin  Scott  Moncrieff 
Walter  E.  Archer 
D.  Crawford 
Wm.  Spotswood  Green 
W.  A.  Herdman 
T,  H.  W.  Pelham 
J.  Arthtir  Thomson. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  things  in  the  Blue 
Book  IS  Professor  W.  A.  Herdman's  suggestion  of  a 
scheme  for  the  investigation  of  the  Irish  Sea 
given  m  the  Appendix.    It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  who  was  the  chairman 
ot  the  committee  for  some  time,  was  compelled  to 
resign  his  position,  as  his  general  knowledge  of  the 
subject  is  unsurpassed. 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  Hj  C._  Gutcleffe,  F,R.C.S.j 

(Continued  from  page  24.) 
CHAPTER  I\  .—continued^ 
And  now  we  must  speak  of  hackles— which 
are  very  various  in  description  and  colour  ;  and 
as  of  all  the  parts  of  a  fly  the  hackle  is  the  most 
important,  much  attention  and  care  should  be 
bestowed  upon  the  selection  and  collection  of 
these  feathers.  Many  hackles  may  be  obtained 
ot  good  colour,  but  indifferent  shape,  or  good 

T*  capita]  little  work,  "The  Art  of 

irout  Fishuig  on  Rapid  Streams:  comprisins;  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  tlie  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  liJce."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low;  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  3s.  6d„  post  free. 


shape  and  bad  colour,  or  a  colour  which,  though 
good  when  out  of  the  water,  is  bad  when  im- 
mersed in  it.  A  hackle.Hhen,  should  be  of  bril- 
hant  lustre,  reflecting  and  sparkUng  in  the  light 
when  moved  about  in  the  finger;  if  the  colour 
of  the  shining  part  of  the  hackle  be  red,  the  root 
or  that  part  nearest  the  insertion  of  the  feather 
should  be  black  or  nearly  so,  and  the  under  side 
of  the  feather  should  be  dark;  also,  if  blue  (or 
what  the  fisherman  calls  blue,  the  natural  living 
colour  of  such  feathers),  the  root  should  be 
nearly  black  (a  little  down  will  always  be  found 
close  to  the  root  of  the  feather  ;  this  must  always 
be  pulled  off,  as  it  does  not  form  a  part  of  what 
the  fisherman  terms  the  S  hackle— it  seems  an 
appendage,  or  perhaps  young  and  undeveloped 
fibres)  ;  m  fact,  in  all  feathers,  excepting  very 
hght  blues,  the  root  should  be  the  darkest  part 
of  the  hackle.  In  dark  hackles  the  tip  and  extreme 
edges  of  the  fibres  forming  the  feather  should 
be  darker  than  the  centre.  All  hackles  should 
be  plucked  from  a  cock's  neck  ;  hens'  hackles  are 
worse  than  useless  in  rapid  streams  ;  they  have 
no  stiffness,  cannot  resist  the  force  of  the  water 
washing  on  them,  and  consequently  he  flat  along 
the  hook,  lose  all  the  httle  colour  they  have  when 
dry,  and  make  your  fly  hook  more  hke  a  httle  oval 
black  mass  of  dirt  than  a  Uving  insect ;  few  fish 
would  attempt  so  uninviting  a  morsel  as  this 
represents.  The  shape  of  the  feather  should  be  an 
isosceles  triangle,  having  its  base  at  that  end  which 
IS  inserted  mto  the  skin,  and  its  elongated  apex 
slenderly,  gradually,  and  evenly  tapering  off  to  a 
fine  point— many  will  be  found  suddenly  ending  in  a 
rounded  extremity  ;  these  are  not  so  good,  but 
some  of  them,  if  of  fine  colour,  may  be  retained. 
Then  the  hackle  must  be  stiff  and  elastic,  the 
fibres  standing  out  independently  and  boldly 
from  the  midrib  or  stalk  of  the  feather,  hke  so 
many  bristles  set  each  at  exactly  the  same  angle 
A  common  mode  of  trying  or  examining  a 
hackle  IS,  after  pulhng  or  stripping  off  the  down 
at  the.  root,  to  take  it  by  the  stem,  and  with  the 
bright  side  upwards  place  it  on  the  sleeve  of  a 
coat,  if  black,  or  on  any  dark  object,  when  the 
brilhant  lustre  of  the  feather  will  be  displayed, 
and  then  by  pressmg  the  apex  against  the  cloth, 
bend  it,  by  which  we  Judge  of  its  shape,  the  regu- 
larity of  tapering  of  the  fibres,  and  its  stiffness 
and  elasticity  m  regaining  its  natural  shape,  after 
bemg  impressed  and  bent  in  any  direction. 

The  best  of  all  fowls  for  hackles  is  the  old  EngUsh 
game-cock,  which,  however,  is  now  very  difficult 
to  be  obtained;  no  bird  seems  to  have  such 
lustrous,  shining,  stiff,  and  well-shaped  feathers  as 
this  game  fowl,  such  as  was  used  in  times  of  yore 
for  cock-fighting;  if  these  cannot  be  procured, 
any  one  wishing  to  keep  a  stock  of  fowls  for 
feathers  will  do  weU  to  purchase  a  blue  hen  from 
a  farmyard,  where  most  of  the  fowls  are  either 
blue  or  red  and  black,  where,  indeed,  the  breed 
seems  especially  of  a  blue-red  or  blackish  colour, 
and  mate  this  hen  with  a  well-bred  dark-red 
or  black-red  bantam  cock;  the  chicken  will  be 
of  small  size,  but  one  of  the  cocks  of  dark  colour 
(blue  or  red)  should  be  mated  with  a  hen  similar 
to  the  parent  hen,  all  the  others  being  destroyed, 
and  from  this  generation  we  may  perpetuate 
a  class  of  fowls  very  similar  to  the  old  game  fowl ; 
the  cross  with  the  bantam  fines  down  the  feather, 
makes  it  more  deUeate,  better  shaped,  and  brighter 
in  colour;  and  from  this  stock  of  fowls,  reds, 
blues,  and  blacks  will  alone  be  born.  By  choosing 
a  red  bantam  we  shall  ensure  a  richness  of  tinge  in 
our  hackle,  and  procure  more  rusty  blues  and  reds 
than  plaui  and  sober-coloured  feathers.  These 
rusty  feathers  are  by  far  the  most  rare,  and  by  far 
the  best  when  obtamed ;  they  combine  several 
colours,  and  shot,  as  it  were,  over  the  surface  of  a 
rich  glossy  grounding  in  blue  and  red,  and  on 
scrutmising  their  surface  carefully  we  perceive  the 
exact  similarity  in  tmts  of  shading  to  the  natural 
colour  of  various  furs,  as  the  ends  of  hare's  flax, 
water-rat  and  mouse  and  fox  fur,  pulled  out  and 
mixed  well  together.  There  is  a  class  of  fowls 
generally  red,  of  the  Indian  breed,  which  are 
decidedly  objectionable  for  fly-fishing  ;  the 
feathers  look  very  well  and  pleasing  when  dry, 
but  after  they  have  been  soaked  in  water  some 
time,  they  become  soft,  flabby,  and  of  a  dull  hue, 
as  though  they  had  been  dusted  over  with  brown 
sand ;  these  fowls  have  a  white  ear,  and  any  cross 
with  thein  will  show  the  characteristic  ear,  which 
in  itself  is  sufficient  to  make  one  reject  at  once 
any  offer  of  their  feathers.    I  generally  pluck  my 


fowls  twice  in  the  year ;  in  the  spring  as'soon^as 
the  bird  has  assumed  his  gay  summer  dress,  and 
again  late  in  the  autumn,  before  moulting'season, 
when  I  find  many  hackles,  which  in  the  spring  I 
would  not  take,  because  too  small,  now  however 
grown  of  proper  size  :  but  the  best  time  for  pluck- 
ing fowls  depends  on  the  condition  of  their  bodies  ; 
often  in  some  adjoining  yards  one  cock  is  in  con- 
dition for  taking  his  feathers  long  before  another  ; 
we  must  then  from  time  to  time  catch  our  birds 
and  observe  the  condition  of  their  feathers,  their 
colour  and  maturity  of  growth  ;  and  when  they 
are  most  bright  and  regularly  tapered  in  shape, 
pluck  out  as  many  as  are  of  proper  size,  remem- 
bering that  those  which  are  too  small  nearest 
the  head  usually  will  grow,  and  if  we  patiently  wait 
time,  we  shall  be  able  to  take  them  of  proper  size 
and  shape.  As  soon  as  plucked  they  should  be 
placed  in  regular  order,  one  overl3dng  another, 
and  subjected  for  a  time  to  gentle  pressure,  which 
will  fatten  and  straighten  them,  and  prevent  their 
coihng  up,  which  they  have  a  constant  tendency 
to  do  ;  they  are  thus  better  seen,  and  are  less 
likely  to  get  rumpled  and  creased,  and  are  more 
easy  to  turn  when  we  use  them.  Of  the  different 
varieties  of  feathers,  as  I  have  said,  the  rusty  are 
the  most  valuable  in  all  respects,  and,  therefore, 
we  must  seek  to  procure  a  good  assortment  of  rusty 
blues,  a  series  of  shades  in  colour  resembhng 
exactly  the  hare's  back ;  these  feathers  are  beauti- 
fully spangled  in  yellow  and  gold,  on  a  dark  blue 
grounding,  they  are  very  scarce,  and  of  all 
feathers  the  best  for  rapid  stream  fishing  :  also 
rusty  reds- not  forgetting  the  blood  red,  the 
black  red,  or  a  feather  whose  central  rib,  apex, 
and  base  are  black,  whose  back  or  hinder  surface 
is  shining  and  dark,  and  all  the  intervening  part 
dark  blood-red  colour  ;  this  of  red  feathers  next 
to  the  rusty  is  the  best :  then  comes  the  browns, 
serviceable  in  the  early  months  ;  and  the  blues, 
from  the  pale  sober  blue  of  the  heron's  wing  to 
the  dark  rich  spangled  blue  of  the  back  of  a  water- 
rat,  as  seen  when  the  entire  fur  is  smoothed  down. 
A  few  black  and  a  few  white  hackles  and  our 
assortment  is  complete. 

It  is  not  advisable  to  have  too  many  furs  in 
one's  box,  they  accumulate  so  fast  as  to  become 
a  nuisance  ;  a  few  such  as  I  have  named  are 
ample  ;  and  winged  flies  are  of  but  little  use  on 
rapid  streams  ;  so  we  may  dispense  with  many 
birds'  wings,  tails,  etc.,  which  are  cumbrous  ;  but 
of  our  stock  of  hackles,  I  should  speak  very  diffe- 
rently— we  cannot  have  too  many  of  them,  pro- 
vided they  are  all  good;  if  we  have  good  and 
appropriate  hackles,  it  is  most  easy  to  mix  our 
furs  so  as  to  match  them,  but  we  cannot  so  easily 
match  our  furs  with  a  hmited  supply  of  hackles. 

Our  box  is  now  fully  stocked  with  fly-making 
materials,  such  as  every  one  pretending  to  the 
name  of  a  fisherman  must  possess,  for  no  good 
fisherman  will  use  flies  which  are  not  tied  by 
himself,  and  as  the  operation  of  making  artificial 
flies  is  in  itself  most  simple,  I  should  hope  every 
young  piscator  would  make  the  attempt  early, 
and  he  will  find  fly-making  a  very  pretty  amuse- 
ment for  any  spare  half-hour  he  may  chance  to 
have.  For  a  variety  of  reasons  it  is  desirable  for 
all  fishermen  to  tie  their  owii  flies.  I  have  so 
often  observed  that  those  who  use  bought  flies 
are  impressed  (doubtless  by  the  vendor)  with  an 
idea  that  unless  you  have  the  right  fly  on,  or  the 
fly  which,  at  each  particular  hour  of  any  day  in 
the  season,  is  mostly  on  the  water,  the  chance  of 
success  is  small,  whereas,  if  you  have  really  the 
simihtude  of  the  very  fly,  which  you  may  see  a 
trout  swallow,  your  endeavours  to  secure  him 
amount  in  result  to  a  positive  certainty.  It  - 
is  easy  to  conceive  why  the  fly  vendor  pronounces 
so  positively  on  this  point :  he  being  usually 
himself  ignorant  of  fishing,  and  therefore  pro- 
bably not  knowing  his  error,  naturally  leans  to 
a  doctrine  which  mostly  conduces  to  his  own 
personal  advantage,  and  therefore  tempts  the 
young  gentleman  who  desires  to  have  all '  his 
tackle  complete  to  fill  a  large  book  with  an  in- 
numerable supply  of  flies,  he  being  speedily  im- 
pressed with  the  behef  that  a  great  variety  is 
essential,  and  that  possessing  this  variety  he  has 
but  to  use  them  and  sooner  or  later  his  success 
is  certain.  His  brain  full  of  this  nonsense,  he 
rushes  to  the  rapid  stream,  tries  one  set  of  beauti- 
fully tied  and  most  neatly  finished  flies  ;  these  he 
soon  thinks,  from  his  early  disappointment,  that 
the  trout  are  not  taking  just  now  ;  consequently 
he  changes  them  all,  and  in  theii-  place  a  new 
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series  of   equally  carefully  made  flies  are  sub 
stituted  ;  these  fail  to  allure,  and  are  in  their  turn 
taken  off  after  much  trouble  and  occupation "  of 
time;    and  so  changing  and  shifting,  hoping' to 
hit  the  sporting  flies,  and  as  often  failing,  he 
wastes  the  most  of  his  day  over  his  flies,  believing 
that  the  whole  secret  of  catching  trout  consists  in 
having  the  right  fly  on,  and  forgetting  that  if  he 
found  his  first  set  of  flies  did  not  take,  there  might 
be  some  fault  in  his  way  of  using  them  ;  that, 
in  truth,  the  want  of  success  depended,  not  on 
the  improper  fly,  but  on  his  improper  and  un- 
natural use  of  it,  which  if  he  had  corrected  would 
have  saved  him  much  trouble,  and  more  early 
brought  him  sport.    I  consider  it  a  very  great 
mistake  to  have  a  fly  book  filled  with  a  host  of 
flies  ;  a  few  proper  ones  are  all  the  fisherman  will 
require  ;   and  having  a  paucity,  and  tying  them 
for  himself,  he  will  learn  the  best  of  all  lessons 
on  rapid  streams,  namely,  to  rely  on  his  own 
exertions  for  tempting  the  trout,  rather  than  upon 
any  peculiar  and  fanciful  beauty  in  flies.    A  great 
annoyance  constantly  will  befall  the  fisherman 
who  uses  bought  flies  on  rapid  streams,  where  he 
will  be  sure  to  catch  many  and  hook  more  trout, 
which  is  the  slipping  of  the  gut  from  the  hook] 
and  the  speedy  wearing  out  of  the  bodies  and  un- 
twisting of  the  hackles  ;   this,  I  have  very  gene- 
rally observed,  with  flies  purchased  even  of  the 
most  celebrated  makers.    If  you  are  going  to  fish 
for  chub  or  roach  in  the  Thames  with  the  fly,  you 
may  as  well  buy  your  flies  as  not;    but  if  you 
are  going  into  the  North  of  Devonshire  to  fish 
the  rapid  streams,  take  my  advice  and  tie  them 
yourself. 

{To  he  continued.) 


"  THE  SPOETS  OF  THE  WOELD."  * 

Part  5  of  this  most  admirably  produced  work 
on  sport  contains  an  interesting  article  by  the 
Editor,  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  on  "Sea  Fishing  in 
Australia,"  with  illustrations  of  the  snapper,  red 
rock  cod,  flathead,  teraglin,  etc.  The  teraghn 
reminds  one  at  once  of  our  sea-bass,  and  is  evi- 
dently one  of  the  perch  family.  There  are  also 
illustrations  of  sport,  all  printed  in  a  manner  which 
leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  By  the  courtesy  of 
the  pubUshers  we  are  able  to  give  an  illustration 
from  an  article  on  "Pike  and  Perch  Fishing,"  by 
R.  B.  Marston,  which  appeared  in  an  earlier  number 
of  this  beautiful  publication.  It  depicts  a  pike 
angler  just  at  the  moment  when  a  hooked  fish  is 
leaping  from  the  water,  and  is  a  very  good  bit  of 
work  on  the  part  of  the  artist,  who  is  evidently 
also  an  angler.  We  suggest  to  Messrs.  Cassell  that 
if  they  had  eyeballs  engraved  on  the  "Head"  on 
the  front  page  it  would  greatly  improve  the  design  ; 
the  dull,  lifeless  orbs  spoil  an  otherwise  most 
attractive  cover. 

The  following  extract  is  from  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston's 
article  in  Part  4  of  this  splendid  work  :— 

"  The  pike  and  perch  angler,  whether  of  large  or 
small  experience,  always  looks  forward  with  pleasure 
to  what  our  American  cousins  call  the  'Fall.'  The 
'  fall  of  the  leaf  '  is  not  confined  to  those  which  grow 
in  the  air.  With  the  advent  of  cool  days  and  cold 
nights,  the  great  forests  of  sub-aquatic  vegetation 
begin  to  droop  and  decay,  pike  and  perch  are  in  the 
best  of  condition,  and  the  first  frost  sharpens  their 
appetites  in  a  wonderful  manner.  I  have  never 
crossed  a  railway  or  other  bridge  from  which  one 
can  look  down  on  to  the  Bedfordshire  Ouse,  for  in- 
stance, without  thinking  of  my  pike  rod.  Looking 
down  on  such  a  river,  deep  and  dark  in  the  middle, 
with  banks  of  water  plants  rising  from  the  depths 
on  each  side,  makes  one  long  to  feel  one's  pike  bait 
spinning  a  foot  or  two  under  water,  past  the  little 
bays  in  the  f  rmge  of  weeds,  and  see  the  swirl  caused 
by  a  good  fish  and  the  gleam  of  its  side  as  it  turns 
after  taking  the  bait. 

"In  my  opinion,  the  most  interesting  style  of 
fishing  for  pike  is  with  a  natural  or  artificial  spin- 
ning bait,  but  it  certainly  is  not  the  most  deadly 
way,  at  least  as  far  as  the  capture  of  large  fish  is 
concerned ;  and  one  of  its  chief  disadvantages  is 
that  if  the  water  is  weedy  it  is  impossible  to  spin 
with  any  comfort,  as  half  your  time  is  occupied  in 
clearmg  the  hooks.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
pike  angler  likes  to  see  the  first  frosts  of  autumn 
make  the  thick  water  weeds  sink  and  disappear, 
gradually  leaving  open  water  clear  of  obstructions 
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—at  any  rate,  near  the  surface,  for  in  ponds  and 
lakes  weeds  are  found  two  or  three  feet  under  the 
surface  nearly  all  the  winter  in  places  which  suit 
them. 

"Spinning  for  Pike.— The  best  rod  for  th-'s  pur- 
pose, to  my  way  of  thinking,  is  one  of  ten  feet  to 
twelve  feet  m  length,  in  three  pieces,  the  butt  and 
middle  joint  of  good  bamboo,  with  a  greenheart  top 
joint  fitted  with  large  rings.  For  fishing  from  the 
bank  of  a  river  or  lake,  the  longer  rod  is  best,  as  it 
enables  you  to  lift  the  line  over  bushes  or  rushes 
better  than  a  shorter  one.  A  good  Nottingham 
reel,  with  check  action,  and  a  hundred  yards  of  fine 
silk  line  plaited  and  dressed  with  some  good  water- 
proof dressing,  is  an  outfit  which  it  is  not  easy  to 
improve  upon  for  spinnmg  for  pike,  or  for  salmon 
either  for  that  matter.  With  this  tackle  you  can 
cast  from  the  reel  in  the  Nottingham  style,  or  you 
can  coil  the  line  on  the  ground  or  into  a  basket 
fastened  to  your  side,  and  cast  out  and  draw  in 
from  the  hand.    This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss 


salmon  and  trout  with  a  fly  on  a  single  hook,  and 
do  not  complain  if  we  miss  a  fish  or  two— anglint; 
would  bo  dull  work  if  there  were  no  misses  and 
breaks  and  narrow  escapes  for  tlie  fish— but  witli 
SIX  or  nine  hooks  on  a  spinning  bait  wo  think  it 
impossible  to  miss  a  fish  which  strikes.  What  wo 
forget  is  that  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  drive 
several  hooks  in  beyond  the  barb  than  one,  and  one 
is  quite  enough.  More  trout  are  killed  on  one  hook 
in  a  month  than  on  three  triangles  in  a  year.  For 
the  same  reason  a  stiffor  top  is  required  to  drive 
several  points  in  than  is  the  case  with  one.  Rank 
barbs  and  dull  points  are  also  to  blame  for  half  the 
missed  fish — the  hooks  merely  prick  without  pene- 
trating, and  the  fish  shakes  the  bait  out.  I  have 
dwelt  on  this  point  because  I  know  I  have  lost 
many  a  fish,  from  salmon  down  to  roach,  through 
overlooking  it  and  not  seeing  that  my  hooks  were 
really  sharp.  I  believe  that  if  an  angler  tested  a 
spoon  bait  with  a  good  sharp  single  hook  against 
one  with  the  ordinary  treble  he  would  find  the 


Fairly  Hooked. 

(From  an  article  on  ^'Autumn  IHke  and  Perch  Pishing,"  by  S.  B.  Marslou,  in  Xo.  4  of  CasseU's  ••  Sj,or!s  of  the  World.") 


the  merits  of  different  styles  of  casting,  but  from 
personal  and  long  experience  of  its  many  advan- 
ta,ges  I  can  strongly  advise  all  who  wish  to  fish 
with  any  kind  of  bait  which  requires  to  be  cast  any 
distance  to  learn  to  use  the  Nottingham  reel.  It  is 
not  so  easy  as  it  appears  to  be  at  first  sight,  and  I 
have  known  many  good  anglers  who  have  given  it 
up  in  despair.  Many  anglers  who  cannot  use  the 
free-running  delicate  Nottingham  reel  find  an  ex- 
cellent substitute  in  the  Malloch  casting  reel,  now 
so  largely  used  m  bait-fishing  for  salmon  in  Scot- 
land, or  Messrs.  Hardy's  new  excellent  'Silex' 
reel.  As  regards  spinning  baits,  their  name  is 
legion,  and  if  the  pike  are  on  the  feed,  one  is  almost 
as  good  as  another  ;  if  they  want  tempting,  then  a 
natural  bait  is  best,  because  you  can  spin  it  more 
slowly  Ithan  an  artificial,  without  raising  the  sus- 
picions of  the  pike,  but  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  in 
some  waters  pike  will  take  a  brown  phantom  with 
golden  belly  better  than  a' silvery  bait  of  any  kind. 
This  is  generally  the  case  where  the  pike  are 
accustomed  to  hunt  and  feed  on  trout. 

"  One  often  hears  an  angler  complain  of  missing 
fish  when  spinning.  I  think  this  arises  from  two 
causes — namely,  too  many  hooks  on  the  bait  and  a 
top  joint  which  is  not  stiff  enough.    We  fish  for 


single  killed  treble  the  number  of  fish.  In  salmon 
fishing  when  using  very  small  flies  the  double  hook 
is  safer.  The  weight  of  the  fish  sends  the  barbs 
home,  and  two  well  in  are  not  so  hkely  to  tear  out 
as  one." 


SOME  GOOD  FEATHEES  FOE 
SALMON  FLIES. 


"  Dear  Sir, — Among  all  the  feathers  used  for 
salmon  fly  making  I  never  saw  anyone  taking  up 
those  of  the  Swedish  capercailzie.  I  have  studied 
several  exhaustive  and  interesting  Enghsh  works  on 
salmon  fly  making  but  not  yet  seen  feathers  of  the 
capercailzie  mentioned  as  a  suitable  material.  Both 
the  cock  and  hen  capercailzie  have  some  very 
useful  feathers. 

"  For  instance,  the  cock  capercailzie  has  lots  of 
fine  hackle  feathers  on  the  neck  of  almost  any  size. 
They  are  very  small  at  the  edge  of  the  skull,  and 
then  increasing  in  size  along  the  neck  down  to  the 
back.  No.  1  shows  you  some  of  these  feathers,  but 
there  are  many  other  sizes  and  shades. 

[2] 
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"  No.  2  is  a  nice  feather  for  putting  in  'among 
mixed  wings  or  for  making  whole  wings.  They 
arc  also  very  effective  for  throat  'hackle  on  large 
salmon  flies. 

"  No.  3  is  a  fine  black  throat  hackle,  with  a 
shade^of  metallic  green.  They  are  found  on  the 
breast  of  the  cock  capercailzie. 

"No.  4  and  No.  5  are  mottled  and  white-tipped 
feathers,  useful  for  under  wings,  particularly  No.  5. 
That  is  found  below  the  tail  of  the  cock  ;  No.  4  is 
resting  upon  the  tail  protruding  from  the  back. 
That  feather  has  many  shsdss  from  brown  to  black, 
and  has  very  often  a  much  broader  white  rim  than 
the  sample  shows. 

"No.  6  are  feathers  from  the  hen  capercailzie. 
They  are  very  good  for  hackles,  and  can  be  dyed 
in  many  colours.  The  small  feathers  at  No.  6 
make  a  splendid  showy  hackle  for  May  FUes. 

"  Norrkoping."  "  De.  Gustaf  Hyden, 

[The  feathers  are  very  nice,  especially  Nos.  2 
and  6. — Ed.] 


back) ;  the  wires  are  thrust  through,  crossed,  and 
twisted  up  on  the  -other  side.  The  projecting  end 
formed  by  the  two  twisted^wiresjs  then  laid  in  to 
the  base  of  the  fin  in  the  direction'of  the  tail  of  the 
fish."- 

In  sending"  the  I  particulars', to  Messrs.  Hardy,  I 
suggested  that  it  would  be  an  additional  security  if 
the  wire  was  passed  through  two  holes,  one  at  each 
end  of  the  mark  (see  A  before  the;  wire  was 
soldered  to  it ;  there  would  then  be!  no'|  fear 
of  the  mark  breaking  away  [from  the  wire. 
Messrs.  Hardy  make  a  further  ^suggestion,  and 
that  is,  putting  another  plate,  with  two  holes 
in  it  Uke  the  first,  on  to  the]  wire^[af ter  passing 
the  points  through  the  fin,  and  before  twisting 
the  ends  together,  to  prevent  laceration  of  the 
fin.  But  I  am  not  sure  that  this  is  necessary, 
or  that  the  fin  gets  lacerated  in  twisting 
the  wire  together  to  secure  it. 

R.  B.  MARSTON.iS 


ON  MASKING  SALMON. 


Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  asked 
me  recently  if  I  could  tell  them  where  to  get  the 
best  kind  of  tab  or  label  for  marking  fish.  Knowing 
that  Mr.  W.  L.  Calderwood,  the  Scotch  fisheries 
inspector,  has  had  great  experience  in  this  matter, 
I  wrote  him,  and  he  very  kindly  sent  me  the  fol- 
lowing letter  with  an  extract  from  the  Twentieth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland 
and  one  of  the  silver  tabs  or  marks,  and  a  sketch 
showing  how  the  mark  is  fixed  to  the  back  fin. 

"Jan.  7,  1903. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  inserted  a  mark 
in  the  enclosed  piece  of  paper  which  will  show 
how  the  operation  is  performed.  In  salmon,  and 
especially  in  male  kelts,  a  strong  piercer  is  absolutely 
necessary  before  attempting  to  insert  the  points 


PEOPOSED  NATIONAL  FISHEKY 

MUSEUM. 

SUGGESTED  INCORPORATION  OF  THE 
BUCKLAND  MUSEUM. 


Sketch  showing  the  Tag  or  Mark  fixed  to  the 

of  the  mark.  I  now  use  two  awls  set  the  proper 
distance  apart  in  a  wooden  handle.  The  original 
appearance  of  the  mark  will  be  seen  on  page  72 
of  the  enclosed  report.  The  marks  are  made  by 
Messrs.  Sutherland  and  Horn,  Silversmiths,  10,  South 
St.  Andrew-street,  Edinburgh. — Yours  truly, 

"  W.  L;  Calderwood." 

From  the  report :  — • 

"  The  systematic  marking  of  salmon  in  Scotland 
dealt  with  in  the  present  paper  was  commenced  in 
1896  by  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Archer,  and  conducted 
by  him  for  two  years.  On  taking  over  the  work  in 
1898  I  made  no  change  either  in  the  mark  or  in  the 
particulars  required  at  the  times  of  marking  and 
recapture.  The  mark  originally  used  by  Mr.  Archer 
in  the  Sands  River,  Norway,  was  figured  and 
described  in  the  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  Part  II.,  p.  61.  The 
mark  used  in  Scotland,  and  now  also  in  Ireland,  is 
only  a  slight  modification  of  the  Sands  River  mark. 
It  is  of  silver,  and  is  composed  of  two  pieces  soldered 
together ;  a  small  plate,  upon  which  is  stamped  a 
distinguishing  number,  with  a  letter;  and  a  wire 
Avhicb  is,  at  its  middle,  fastened  to  the  unstamped 
side  f)f  the  plate,  the  ends  being  bent  round  so  as  to 
project  at  right  angles  to  the  plate.  The  following 
figures  represent  the  mark,  actual  size  : — 


"  To  affix  the  mark,  holes  are  pierced  through  the 
fleshy  ba.se  of  the  dorsal  fin  (iho  large  fin  of  the 


It  would  be  a  very  satisfactory  thing  if  the 
Buckland  Fish  Museum  could  be  estabUshed  in 
some  manner  worthy  of  it  and  of  the  memory  of 
its  founder,  who  did  so  much  for  our  fisheries  at  a 
time  when  he  had  almost  to  work  single  handed. 
There  were  no  biological  stations  to  assist  him,  and 
it  was  even^more  hopeless  than  it  is  now  to  get 
Government  assistance  for  the  improvement  of  our 
fisheries. 

It  is  therefore  interesting  to  find  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  see  how 
scientific  research  can  aid  our  fisheries  thus  refer  to 
the  Buckland  Museum  : — 

"Fishery  Museum. 

"The  biological  and  practical 
witnesses  examined  on  the  point  are 
unanimous  in  their  expression  of 
opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  the 
formation  of  a  national  or  central 
fishery  museum,  and  it  has  been 
urged  that  the  nucleus  for  such  a 
museum  exists  in  the  Buckland  Fish 
Museum  now  at  South  Kensington. 
This  collection  was  originally  formed 
Dorsal  Fin.  Yr^nk  Buckland,  one  of  H.M. 

Inspectors  of  Fisheries,  who  died 
in  1880,  and  bequeathed  his  collection  to 
the  nation  *  upon  trust  that  the  same  may  under 
the  name  of  "  Buckland's,  Fish  'Museum  "  be 
for  ever  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  nation  and 
form  part  of  the  national  collection  at  the  South 
Kensington  Museum  for  public  instruction  and 
enjoyment  under  the  regulation  of  the  authorities 
for  the  time  being  having  the  direction  or  control 
of  the  said  last  mentioned  museum.'  He  further 
bequeathed  the  sum  of  £5000  (now,  through  the 
default  of  a  trustee,  £4500)  to  found  (after  his 
widow's  death)  a  professorship  of  economic  fish 
culture  in  connection  with  his  museum.  The  gift 
and  its  conditions  were  accepted  by  the  Science  and 
Art  Department  in  1881,  and  notwithstanding  the 
recommendations  of  a  Departmental  Committee  in 
1889  and  the  Select  Committee  on  Museums  of  the 
Science  and  Art  Department  of^898  in  favour  of 
the  abolition  of  the  Buckland  Fish  Museum  as  a 
separate  exhibit,  the  collection  still  forms  a  dis- 
tinctive part  of  the  exhibits  at  the  Victoria  and 
Albert  Museum.  A  collection  of  British  fish  which 
has  been  added  to  the  Buckland  collection  is  some- 
times used  by  Professor  Howes  for  the  purpose  of 
illustrating  his  lectures  to  natural  history  students 
at  the  Royal  College  of  Science,  and  to  some 
extent  also  the  trout  hatchery  tanks  forming  part 
of  the  exhibits  are  of  service  :  but  it  is  admitted  by 
the  witnesses  having  practical  knowledge  of  the 
collection  that  although  it  aft'ords  a  useful  nucleus 
for  a  fishery  museum  the  bulk  of  the  exhibits  are 
cither  out  of  date  or  of  little  value. 

"  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  desirable  not  only  for  purposes  of  record  and 
research  but  also  for  the  technical  instruction  of 
fishermen  that  a  central  fishery  museum  should  be 
established. 

"  It  is  obvious  that  such  a  museum  would-be  of 
most  service  to  fishermen  if  it  were  to  form  part  of 
a  marine  laboratory  at  a  .  fishing  centre,  and  the 


committee  venture  to  express  the  opinion  that, 
looking  to  the  present  condition  of  the  fishery 
collection  at  South  Kensington,  greater  advantages 
would  accrue  to  the  objects  Mr.  Frank  Buckland 
had  in  view  and  his  wishes  would  be  better  carried 
out  if  his  monetary  bequest  were  applied  to  the 
establishment  at  a  place  on  the  east  coast,  say,  at 
Grimsby,  of  a  national  laboratory  and  museum 
worked  under  the  control  of  the  central  authority. 

"  Rooms  could  be  set  apart  in  the  building  for 
museum  purposes,  in  which  such  specimens  in  the 
present  fishery  collection  at  South  Kensington  as 
are  worth  preserving  could  be  exhibited,  and  which 
would  form  the  nucleus  of  a  national  fishery 
museum.  The  whole  could  be  named  the  '  Buck- 
land  Laboratory  and  Fish  Museum.'  '- 


FEESH-WATER  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

(Continued  from  page  27.) 
CHAPTER  YIII.— continued. 

The  River  Bullhead,  or  Miller's  Thumb  (■ 
gobio)  (Fig.  102),  is  a  very  interesting  Uttle  fi^ 
will  Uve  well  in  an  aquarium.  It  may  be  cai  .  ... 
the  same  places  and  in  the  same  way  as  the  loach. 
After  turning  over  a  few  of  the  rather  large  and  flat 
stones  of  those  streams  in  which  Miller's  Thumbs 
are  knowi  to  exist,  one  or  two  will  be  almost  cer- 
tainly discovered.  Upon  the  removal  of  the  stone, 
the  cunning  little  fish  will  remain  perfectly  motion- 
less, trusting,  no  doubt,  to  its  chameleon-like  power 
of  assuming  the  shade  of  the  gravel  upon  which  it 
is  resting.    Now  is  the  opportunity  of  the  aquarium- 


FiG.  102. — Bullhead  (Cottus  gobio). 

keeper,  for,  if  he  be  quick,  he  can  either  catch  the 
Bullhead  in  both  of  his  hands  or  he  can  throw  it 
with  one  hand  into  a  net  held  in  front  of  the  fish 
\vith  the  other.  If  the  Bullhead  is  allowed  to  escape, 
it  will  dart  away  with  such  quickness  to  some  other 
retreat  that  it  will  almost  be  impossible  to  follow 
it  with  the  eye,  especially  when  the  water  has  been 
disturbed  by  the  ineffectual  attempt  to  throw  it 
into  the  net.  It  is  wiser,  therefore,  to  hunt  for 
another  fish  rather  than  waste  time  in  looking  for 
the  one  that  has  just  evaded  capture. 

The  Bullhead  will  Uve  more  happily  in  a  shallow 
aquarium  than  in  a  deep  one.  It  is  a  great  eater, 
and  when  at  liberty  feeds  upon  the  larva?  of  insects, 
worms,  and  the  fry  of  fish.  In  confixiement  it  will 
be  satisfied  with  small  garden  worms  or  pieces  of 
meat,  and  will  soon  learn  to  take  its  food  from  its 
owner's  fingers.  The  Bullhead  is  a  plucky  little 
fish.  A  few  weeks  ago  I  witnessed  an  interesting 
struggle  between  one  and  a  young  axolotl.  I  had 
given  the  latter  its  morning  worm,  which  it  imme- 
diately began  to  swallow,  beginning  at  one  end, 
when  a  Bullhead  darted  from  its  retreat  under  a 
stone  and  seized  the  other  end  of  the  worm.  This 
action  on  the  part  of  the  fish  commenced  a  furious 
struggle  between  it  and  the  axolotl.  As  the  reptile 
was  the  stronger  of  the  two,  the  fish  was  hterally 
tossed  about  in  all  directions,  sometimes  to  the 
right  side^of  its  opponent,  sometimes  to  the  left,  and 
sometimes  it  was  turned  completely  upside  down  ; 
nevertheless,  the  plucky  little  fish  continued  to  hold 
on  until  the  worm  of  contention  parted  in  the 
middle,  and  each  combatant  got  a  jiortion  of  the 
prey.  Thejfight  between  the  batrachian  and  the 
fish  seemed  to  last  for  quite  half  a  minute. 

Miller's  Thumbs  are  said  to  guard  their  ova  and 
their  Uttle  ones,  but  I  have  never  been  able  to 
mtness  this  evidence  of  parental  care  on  the  part 
of  these  fish.  Perhaps  they  might  be  induced  to 
breed  in  a  suitable  aquarium,  since  they  so  soon 
become  quite  tame. 

The  Bullhead  has  a  flat  and  broad  bead  and  a 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fifhing  Gazette  by  arrangement  mth  Mr.  Upcott 
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wide  mouth.  The  body  (seen  from  above)  is  very 
wedge-hke  in  shape.  There  are  two  dorsal  fins  : 
the  fi'ont  one  is  short  and  something  hke  the  front 
dorsal  fin  of  the  perch  ;  the  back  one  is  very  long, 
and  extends  quite  close  to  the  base  of  the  caaidal 
fin.  The  pectoral  fins  are  large  and  powerful  in 
proportion  to  the  size  of  the  fish.  The  anal  fin  is 
also  very  long,  and  is  just  under  the  long  dorsal  fin. 
The  ventral  fins  are  rather  small  in  comparison  to 
the  other  fins,  and  upon  them  the  fish  often  raises 
itself  from  the  bed  of  the  stream  or  aquarium.  The 
tail  fin  is  sUghtly  convex.  The  eyes  are  rather  close 
together  on  the  top  of  the  head,  have  golden  irides, 
and  are  very  bright.  The  colour  of  the  fish  varies, 
but  it  is  generally  of  a  yellowish-brown,  blotched  and 
spotted  with  black.  The  under-part  of  the  body  is 
nearly  white.  There  is  a  small  spine  on  each  side 
of  the  head. 

The  Three-spined  Stickleback  (Gasterosteus  acu 
leatus)  (Fig.  103),  though  very  beautiful  and  interest 
ing,  ought  never  to  be  confined  in  the  same  aquarium 
with  any  other  fish  :  even  in  a  very  large  tank  it 
will  be  a  great  nuisance.  But  if  it  be  placed  in  a 
suitable  and  separate  vessel  during  early  spring,  it 
will  afford  much  amusement,  interest,  and  instruc- 
tion. The  male  fish  wiU  have  then  put  on  his 
strikingly  beautiful  courting  dress,  the  colours  of 
which  almost  equal  in  variety  and  brilliancy  those 
of  the  rainbow.  He  is,  especially  when  excited 
during  a  fight  with  a  rival,  or  elated  over  a  victory, 
a  most  lovely  httle  fellow — his  colouring  under  such 
circumstances  becoming  brighter  and  more  iride- 
scent than  ever.  Sticklebacks  may  be  caught  in 
most  of  the  ponds,  ditches,  and  slow-running 
streams  of  this  country ;  and  they  can  be  readily 
taken  according  to  the  directions  already  given  for 
capturing  newts. 

If  it  be  wished  that  the  Sticklebacks  should  build 
their  nests  in  confinement,  they  should  be  caught 
during  the  latter  part  of  April,  and  placed  in  an 
aquarium  which  is  well  stocked  with  growing  plants 
and  which  contains  a  great  quantity  of  minute 
animal  fife,  such  as  water-fleas  and  cyclops.  These 
insects  will  serve  as  food  for  the  young  Sticklebacks. 
Of  course,  no  other  fish  but  Sticklebacks  should  be 
placed  in  the  tank.  Should  there,  however,  be 
other  piscine  occupants  of  the  aquarium,  they  would 
be  almost  certain  to  lead  a  short  and  unmerry  fife. 
If  the  rank  which  is  to  be  set  apart  for  these  nest- 
building  little  fish  be  of  a  fair  size,  two  males  and 
about  eight  females  may  be  introduced.    The  former 


Pig.  103.  Three-spined  Stickleback 
(Gasterosteus  aculhatus). 

during  the  courting  season  are  distinguished  by  their 
crimson  breasts  and  emerald-green  eyes.  Almost 
immediately  after  entering  their  new  home  each 
little  male  will  choose  for  himself  a  corner  or  some 
other  part  of  the  aquarium.  They  will  then, 
though  at  the  same  time  guarding  the  chosen  spots 
with  the  greatest  courage  and  alacrity,  hunt  for 
suitable  materials  for  the  construction  of  their  nests. 
These  materials  consist  of  small  vegetable  fibres  and 
other  substances  of  the  hke  kind.  The  nests,  when 
completed,  v^ary  somewhat  in  shape,  but  they  may 
be  described  as  rather  like  a  hedge-sparrow's  nest, 
having  a  top  and  a  hole  in  the  side  for  a  door.  They 
have  also  been  occasionally  likened  to  a  fiattened 
haycock,  a  tiny  barrel,  or  a  lady's  muff.  They 
are  generally  about  l|:in.  in  length.  The  building 
materials  are  kept  together  by  a  kind  of  mucus  or 
cement,  which  comes  from  the  fish  as  they  draw 
their  bodies  over  and  about  the  nest.  Sometimes 
if  the  fibres  and  other  substances  are  not  heavy 
enough  to  keep  in  their  proper  positions  until  the 
cementing  operation  is  completed,  the  clever  little 
nest-builders  will  weight  them  down  with  sand  or 
minute  particles  of  gravel,  which  they  will  collect  in 
and  discharge  from  their  mouths.  Such  are  the 
energy  and  skill  of  the  httle  fish  that  the  nests  are 
frequently  finished  within  a  few  hours.  Imme- 
diately they  are  completed,  the  fish  set  out  in 
search  of  wives.  And  should  these  gaily-coloured 
courtiers  meet  one  another  while  on  this  errand 
there  is  sure  to  be  a  fight,  especially  if  they  happen 
to  make  up  their  minds  to  pay  their  respects  to  the 
same  lady  Stickleback.  As  they  quickly  make  pre- 
tafations  for  the  encounter  their,  colours  grow  more 


brilhant  than  ever,  while  the  coveted  little  female 
retires  demurely  to  one  side  and  becomes  a  silent, 
though  not  an  uninterested,  witness  of  the  battle. 
The  fish  charge  furiously  at  one  another,  and  then, 
if  no  great  harm  has  been  done,  continue  to  swim 
lound  and  round,  trying  to  bite  with  their  strong 
mouths  or  to  pierce  each  other    with  their  sharp 
lateral  or  dorsal  spines.    So  the  fight  goes  on  until 
one  is  obhged  to  give  in.    The  poor  defeated  fish- 
one  feels  so  sorry  for  him — loses  at  once  his  gallant 
bearing,    and   swims   away    with  quickly-fading 
colours,  while  the  conqueror  becomes,  if  possible, 
more  gorgeous  than  ever  as  he  claims  the  gentle 
spectator  of  the  fray  as  his  lawful  prize.    With  all 
the  address  of  which  he  is  capable  he  persuades  her 
to  inspect  the  httle  nest  which  he  has  built.  He 
then  pressingly  invites  her  to  enter  the  door,  in 
order  that  she  may  lay  her  eggs  within.    In  a  few 
minutes  the  eggs  are  laid,  and  the  fish,  instead  of 
backing  out  by  the  way  she  entered,  makes  for  her- 
self a  door  in  the  opposite  side  of  the  nest.  The 
eggs  just  deposited,  only  a  few  in  number,  are  of  a 
yellowish -pink     coloiu-,  and 
about  the  size  of  a  German 
rape-seed.    A  slight  current  of 
water  now  sets  in  between  the 
two  doors  of  the  nest,  which  is 
of  great  benefit  to  the  ova 
inside.     The  fickle  little  male, 
after  entering  the  nest  himself,  at  once  discards 
his  bride,  and  in  a  few  hours  sets  out  to  find 
and  win  another.    In  this  way  the  nest  is  visited 
by  several  female  Sticklebacks  until  the  necessary 
number  of  eggs  has  been  laid.    The  male  now 
becomes  more  vigilant  than  ever,  and  jealously 
guards  the  nest  and  spawn,  furiously  attacking  any 
other  inhabitant  of  the  tank  that  may  venture 
too  near.    The  httle  fish  spends  the  greater  portion 
of  his  time  in  rearranging  the  eggs,  and  in  fanning 
them  with  his  fins  as  he  balances  himself  obliquely 
before  a  door  of  the  nest.    After  a  short  time  the 
young  fish  may  be  seen  moving  shghtly  within  the 
eggs— that  is,  supposing  they  are  closely  examined 
— and  in  about  a  month  (according  to  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  water)  from  the  day  they  are  deposited, 
the  fry  are  hatched.    At  first  they  are  so  small  and 
transparent  that  it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  see 
them.    With  the  appearance  of  his  offspring,  the 
male  Stickleback's  cares  seem  to  increase,  and 
though  he  worked  so  hard  during  the  incubation  of 
the  ova,  he  has  to  work  much  harder  now  ;  for  not 
only  has  he  to  guard  his  little  ones  from  the  attacks 
of  his  discarded  wives  and  other  fish,  but  he  has 
to  carefully  confine  them  entirely  to  the  nest. 
Should  they,  however,  elude  his  vigilance  for  a 
moment,  and  escape  from  the  nursery,  they  are 
either  quickly  driven  back  or  are  seized  in  their 
protector's    mouth    and    forcibly   returned.  Old 
Sticklebacks  are  exceedingly  fond  of  Stickleback 
^ry.  and  should  the  father  of  the  httle  ones  die  or 
be  taken  away,  every  other  Stickleback  in  the 
aquarium  will  immediately  act  the  part  of  cannibals, 
and  much  enjoy  the  acting.    The  eggs  of  Stickle- 
backs are  very  large  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the 
fish  which  lay  them  ;  and  in  comparison  with  the 
quantities  of  eggs  deposited  by  many  other  fish  they 
are  very  few  in  number.    As  the  eggs  are  so  large, 
so  plainly  seen,  and  such  tempting  food  to  fish 
generally  and  even  to  the  Sticklebacks  themselves, 
they  must  be  protected  in  some  way  or  other.  For 
this  purpose,  therefore,  the  male  Sticklebacks  are 
instinctively  taught  to  build  nests  and  to  guard 
their  eggs  and  httle  ones  to  the  utmost  of  their 
powers.    Indeed,  so  great  is  the  strain  of  the  build- 
ing, the  necessary  fighting,  the  incubation  of  the 
ova,  and  the  nursing  of  the  fry,  that  the  plucky 
little  fellows  often  leave  off  Uving  at  the  end  of  their 
labours.    Under  no  circumstances  can  the  Stickle- 
back be  described  as  a  long-Uved  fish :  he  rarely 
attains  a  greater  age  than  three  years — oftener  it  is 
much  less,  especially  in  an  aquarium^ 

{To  he  continued.) 


MESSES.  S.  ALLCOCK  AND  CO.'S 
NEW  PATENT  WINCH  FITTING. 


One  of  the  best  and  simplest  things  in  the  way 
of  a  winch  fitting  which  we  have  seen  for  a  long 
time  is  that  invented  by  Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov, 
and  called  the  "Universal  Rael  Holder."  .Messrs. 
AUcock  say:— "We  claim  for  it  the  following 
essential  advantages : — 

"1.  It  is  very  simple— no  springs  or  other  com- 
plicated mechanism  about  it. 

"2.  It  is  light — weighs  barely  one  ounce  and 
one-eighth — though  strong. 

3.  It  can  be  secured  to  a  wooden  rod  by  means 
of  two  screws  (Note :  Brass  screws  to  be  avoided, 
as  they  are  liable  to  break  when  screwed  into  hard 
wood),  with  or  without  an  additional  whipping  of 
silk  or  thread  at  each  end  ;  and  to  a  cane  rod  by 
means  of  silk  or  thread  whipping  only,  screws  being 
apt  to  spUt  the  cane. 

"4.  It  holds  securely! ! all  ^metal  reels  having 


average-sized  plates  or  scoops,  from  IJin.  to  3 Jin. 
as  well  as  Nottingham  reels  up  to  4|in. 

"5,  It  is  handsome  ;  and 

"  6.  It  is  cheap. 
We  may  add  that  it  offers  another  advantage, 
quite  peculiar  to  itself — namely,  both  '  reel-bands ' 
being  made  to  shde  freely  along  its  '  base-plate,'  it 
enables  the  angler  to  shift  to  a  very  appreciable 
extent  the  position  of  the  reel  on  the  rod,  and 
thereby  to  alter  its  balance. 

"The  accompanying  illustration  shows  what  the 
new  reel  holder  looks  hke.  We  think  it  speaks  for 
itself,  and  needs  no  further  explanations."- 

We  tried  it  on  several  reels  and  found  it  fits  firmly 
to  the  reel  plate.  It  will  be  seen  that  no  metal  bands 
to  go  round  the  butt  are  used.  You  have  merely 
to  screw  it  on  to  the  butt,  or  fix  it  on  with  wrapping 
of  waxed  thread  at  each  end.  Mr.  Samuel  AUcock 
told  us  the  other  day  that  they  are  already  getting 
a  large  demand  for  it.  We  were  glad  to  see  him 
looking  so  well  and  hearty,  and  still  thinking  nothing 
of  a  journey  to  France,  or  Spain,  or  Germany,  or 
Austria  on  business. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHJ,  U. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


In  November,  1832,  the  Northern  Free  Press  gave 
a  description  of  "  an  enormous  smelt  eel  taken 
within  half  a  mile  of  Lynn.  This  eel  measures 
five  feet  three  inches  in  -length,  twenty-two  inchea 
in  girth,  and  weighs  three  stone  seven  pounds." 
The  Stirling  Journal  beat  this  a  few  days  after 
with  the  following : — "  An  eel  of  a  most  uncommon 
size  was  caught  yesterday  at  Kincardine.  It  measures 
five  feet  eleven  inches  in  length,  twenty-seven  inches 
in  girth,  and  weighs  upwards  of  forty-seven 
pounds." 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General    Remarks. — The  river  lias 
toned  down  and  is  now  in  very  fair  order,  but  the 
sudden  sharp  frost  has  put  the  roach  off  the  feed  for 
a  few  days,  and  there  is  very  little  sport  to  record. 
Mr.  A.  Hart  has  had  a  bream  at  Kingston  of  lib. 
lljoz.,  and  Mr.  Newman  has  had  one  of  lib.  7oz, 
Mr.  Conroy,  of  the  Anchor  Fishing  Society,  has 
caught  a  tench  of  21b.,  but  beyond  this  sport  has 
been  poor  locally.  The  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society 
wrote  to  the  Thames  Conservancy  in  reference  to 
what  is  known  as  the  Surbiton  Sewer,  and  curiously, 
the  Anchor  F.  S.  wrote  about  the  same  matter  at  the 
same  time.     Mr.  R.  Phihpson,  the  secretary  of  the 
Conservancy,  immediately  set  inquiries  on  foot  and 
the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Anchor  F.  S.  received  the 
following  letter  from  him  : — •"  Sir,  I  have  duly  laid 
before  the  River  Purification  Committee  of  this 
Board  your  letter  sending  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
recently  passed  by  your  society  respecting  the  dis- 
charge of  sewage  into  the  Thames  from  a  drain  at 
the  Queen's  Promenade,  Surbiton.    Tlie  committee 
have  also  had  before  them  reports  from  their  in- 
spectors on  the  subject,  and  it  appears  that  the 
cause  of  complaint  is  a  storm  overflow  connected 
with  one  of  the  Surbiton  Urban  District  Council's 
sewera  in  the  Brighton-road.    This  overflow  comes 
into  operation  in  times  of  considerable  rain,  and 
discharges  into  what  is  known  as  the  Chelsea  sewer, 
which  connects  with  the  drain  referred  to  in  the 
resolution.     The  committee  are  now  in  commu- 
nication with  th3  Urban  District  Council  on  tlie 
subject  with   a  view  of  putting  a  stop  to  the 
pollution  of  the  river."     In  a  letter  to  Mr.  F. 
Littlewood,  hon.  ssc.  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society,  Mr.  R.  Philipson  says:  "  As  a  result  of  the 
conservators'   correapondanca  with  the  Surbiton 
Urban  District  Council,  it  appaars  that  the  causi  of 
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sketches  form  a  worthy  addition  to 
other  volumes  from  the  same  pen." 
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of  friendship  with  nature  and  har- 
mony with  her  moods  which  distin- 
guish Gilbert  White  and  Izaak 
Walton  is  to  be  found  in  this  un- 
assuming little  volume." 


"  Always  a  charming  companion, 
gossiping  most  pleasantly  on  his 
achievements  and  failures,  and  on 
the  literary  and  other  associations  of 
the  districts  he  visits." 


"  At  the  close,  we  fimd  the  '  A.  A.' 
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meal  after  a  day  on  a  trout  stream  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight.  ...  Is  as  lively  as 
the  writing  of  a  youthful  and  vigour- 
ous  war  correspondent." 
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charming  style  andquiet  atmosphere, 
as  much  as  the  clear-cut  language, 
ensuring  a  far  larger  clientele  than 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Brotherhood  of 
the  Rod.  The  volume  is  occupied 
with  pleasant  chat  and  well  written 
descriptions— full  of  most  beautiful 
illustrations." 


"  It  is  not  necessary  to  say  that  the 
volume  is  most  daintily  got  up,  and 
is  outwardly  as  attractive  as  it  is 
possible  to  make  it.  .  .  .  Mr,  Mar- 
ston  chats  pleasantly — with  the 
discursive  charm  of  a  cultured  octo- 
genarian— of  the  scenery,  the  litera- 
ture, and  the  associations  of  Dove 
Dale,  etc," 
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"  When  he  speaks  of  stopping 
authorship,  he  is,  no  doubt,  refen-ing 
to  his  years ;  but  many  men  of  half 
his  age  are  older." 


"  He  just  takes  you  with  him,  and 
gossips  so  cheerfully  all  the  time, 
that  you  want  to  go  with  him 
again." 


"  That  pleasant  touch  of  the  open 
air." 

"One  of  the  most  charming  pro- 
ductions of  this  venerable  author. 
.  .  .  Will  appeal  to  a  wide  circle  of 
readers." 


"  The  '  Compleat  Angler '  was  one 
of  the  best  books  ever  written,  and 
revealed  the  angler  as  the  poet  .  .  . 
and  there  is  decidedly  something  of 
the  poet  in  the  writer  of  these 
sketches." 


Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  in  a  long  review, 
closes  by  saying :  "  It  is  with  regret 
that  I  close  a  book,  the  perusal  of 
which  has  given  me  so  much 
pleasure." 


"A  cheerful,  genial  book,  pleas- 
antly Waltonian  in  flavour." 


"The  volume  has  a  charm  that 
prompts  the  reader  to  return  again 
and  again  to  its  pages." 


"It  is  so  fresh  and  genuine  that 
it  makes  the  angler  who  reads  it  get 
out  and  overhaul  his  tackle  against 
next  season." 


"  The  veteran  author,  who  is  as 
well  known  and  respected  in  publish- 
ing as  he  is  in  piscatorial  circles,  has 
in  no  way  lost  his  versatility  and 
sprightliness." 


"He  writes  so  smoothly,  and  the 
current  flows  so  gently,  that  we 
should  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of 
more  '  Days  in  Dove  Dale,'  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  we  may." 
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expert  knowledge,  and  a  most 
observant  eye  for  the  picturesque." 

"  It  is  well  illustrated  with  charm- 
ing photographs,  and  altogether  it 
may  be  said  to  be  a  worthy  addition 
to  the  bibliography  of  Dove  Dale." 

"A  dainty  little  volume,  full  of 
pleasant  gossip.  .  .  .  Anecdotes  of 
rural  life  abound,  blended  with 
excellent  descriptive  passages  of  river 
scenery." 


"  The  author  is  deft  with  pen  as 
with  rod,  and  his  pages  make  fascin- 
ating reading." 

"  We  are  always  glad  to  meet  the 
'Amateur  Angler.'  He  is  modest, 
he  is  not  provokingly  successful,  ... 
he  can  see  other  things  besides  fish, 
and  find  a  pleasure  in  seeing  them  ; 
and,  what  is  more  to  the  present 
purpose,  gives  his  readers  no  little 
delight  by  describing  them." 

"  In  a  pleasant  discursive  way  he 
takes  the  reader  through  the  lovely 
Derbyshire  Dales,  and  some  other 
haunts  that  he  loved." 

"All  amateur  anglers  who  are 
worthy  of  the  name  know  and  love 
that  delightful  book,  'An  Amateur 
Angler's  Days  in  Dove  Dale,'  and  this 
volume  is  a  sort  of  continuation," 


"  The  volume  is  the  seventh  and 
concluding  one  of  a  series,  and  will 
encourage  its  readers  to  take  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  animate  and 
inanimate  nature." 


"We  are  sorry  to  note  that  the 
author  speaks  of  this  as  in  all  proba- 
,  bility  his  last  book,  though  he  has 
I  assuredly  a  fair  right  to  rest  on  his 
;  literary  laurels." 


"  He  has  done  right  well,  however, 
in  giving  the  fraternity,  of  which  he 
is  a  recognised  past  master,  this  happy 
and  stimulating  last  talk.  .  .  ,  '  Dove 
Dale  Revisited'  is  quite  fascinating," 

"Written  in  the  'A.  A.'s'  usual 
graphic  and  chatty  style,  which  has 
given  pleasure  to  a  great  number  of 
readers." 
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the  complaint  is  a  storm  overflow  in  the  Ports- 
mouth-road and  not  in  the  Brighton-road,  and  that 
a  surface  water  drainage  scheme  is  being  carried 
out  which  will  deal  with  the  Portsmouth-road  over- 
flow." It  seems  from  these  two  letters  that  the 
conservancy  intend  further  dealing  with  the  matter. 
In  regard  to  the  3|^lb.  perch  caught  above  Oxford,  Dr. 
Turrell  kindly  sends  me  the  following  particulars. 
He  says :  "  I  thought  you  might  like  to  have 
some  further  particulars  of  the  fine  perch  caught 
near  here,  so  I  motored  over  to  New  Bridge  and 
saw  the  man  who  caught  it.  The  fish  was  taken  by 
a  labourer  called  Saunders  when  live-baiting  with  a 
gudgeon,  and  was  sold  to  Mr.  CoUett,  of  Standlake, 
by  whom  it  was  weighed  three  hours  after  capture, 
and  it  then  scaled  31b.  4oz."  I  am  obliged  to 
Dr.  Turrell  for  this  news,  as  it  is  so  seldom  one  has 
ever  the  chance  of  confirming  the  report  of  a 
specimen  perch  of  this  size  being  captured  from  the 
Thames.  Prospects  of  sport  for  the  coming  week 
are  good  provided  the  cold  wind  drops. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— Owing  to  the  state  of  the  water 
little  fishing  has  been  done  during  the  past  week  ;  it 
is  now  fining  down  and  should  be  in  splendid  condi- 
tion for  all-round  angling  by  the  week  end.  There  is 
a  nice  steady  stream  running,  with  a  very  cold  east 
wind  ;  a  few  small  jack  have  been  caught,  and  some 
roach  have  been  taken  from  the  bank,  one  angler 
having  a  bag  of  about  121b.  Given  quieter  weather 
some  good  sport  should  be  had  during  the  coming 
week. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Teddiugrtou  Weir) — Water  is  in  fine  con- 
dition for  perch  or  jack,  and  during  the  last  day  or 
so  I  have  seen  two  or  three  good  fish  move  at  the 
weir.  I  should  advise  anglers  coming  down  on 
Saturday  or  Sunday  for  perch  fishing  to  bring  their 
own  minnows. — ^W.  McBbide. 

Anclioliue  District.  —  Waters  ice-bound  and 
fishing  impracticable.  The  Commissions  are  con- 
tinuing stocking  operations,  and  400  more  tench  go 
into  the  river  this  week,  with  other  consignments  to 
follow  later  on. — Thomas  Fobd,  Caistor. 

Derwent  (Maltou,  Yorks). — Much  flood  water 
down  during  the  early  part  of  last  week.  On  Jan.  9 
I  tried  the  river  Rye,  spinning  a  three-inch  "Devon" 
for  pike,  and  although  the  water  was  nearly  down 
to  its  normal  level,  it  was  still  too  thick,  so  no  sport. 
At  time  of  writing — Jan.  14 — we  have  about  two 
inches  of  snow  on  the  ground  and  some  ten  degrees 
of  frost,  80  that  fishing  is  likely  to  be  in  abeyance 
for  a  week  or  so  — H. 

Fen  District  (Soutli  Lines  and  Camlis).— 
Keen  frost  has  followed  the  rains,  and  this  looks 
like  being  a  check  to  the  good  stretch  of  winter 
angling.  Roach  fishing  has  been  very  fair  at  many 
of  the  more  noted  stations,  and  baskets  have  run 
.from  101b.  to  121b.  Fewer  rods  were  at  work  than 
a  week  ago,  and  principal  attention  has  been 
bestowed  on  pike  fishing  which  appears  to  have 
been  very  good  in  the  Swineshead  district  of  the 
Forty-foot.    Many  fish  were  caught,  among  them 


being  three  scaling  211b.  A  visitor  also  captured  a 
splendid  fish  scaling  111b.  From  other  points  on 
the  Forty-foot  there  are  good  reports  of  work  with 
live  bait. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Wintry  conditions  pre- 
vail in  the  Lea  Valley,  and  ice  covers  the  navigation 
in  some  parts.  The  river  is  in  excellent  colour  for 
all-round  angling,  having  fined  down  very  rapidly 
after  the  push  of  land  water.  I  hear  that  the  slime 
which  coated  the  water  in  the  "pollution  area" 
has  disappeared,  and  that  the  river  is  looking 
cleaner  altogether.  I  hope  the  good  report  will  be 
maintained.  Roach  and  pike  have  been  principally 
landed,  and  I  have  had  a  few  nice  roach  myself 
at  Broxbourne,  including  one  of  over  lib.  Bitterly 
cold  winds  have  much  interfered  with  fishing 
operations,  and  if  the  frost  continues  skates  are 
likely  to  be  more  in  request  up  the  Lea  than  "  angle 
rods."  Sport  has  been  slow  on  the  tributaries. — 
IzAAK  Walton, 

Lugg'  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  which  have  been  bank  full  and  out  over 
the  fields  have  now  gone  down,  and  are  getting  a 
nice  level ;  they  are  clearing  nicely  and  should  be  in 
order  for  fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week.  The 
weather  has  now  turned  from  wet  to  very  cold 
south-east  winds  and  severe  frosts,  and  if  it  con- 
tinues the  prospects  for  grayling  fishing  will  be 
greatly  improved,  and  sport  should  be  had  with 
maggot,  grasshopper,  and  fly  next  week. — G Wynne. 

Lugg',  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland).— 
The  wet  and  stormy  weather  gave  way  on  Saturday 
night,  Jan.  10,  to  sharp  frost  and  a  little  snow. 
Since  then  days  have  been  bright  and  nights  frosty, 
causing  rivers  to  sink  rather  rapidly  ;  still  they  will 
not,  even  if  present  conditions  hold,  be  fishable 
before  the  middle  of  next  week,  and  possibly  be 
then  on  the  high  side. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborough).— Since  my  last  report  the 
whole  of  the  Nene  Valley  has  been  flooded,  but  the 
water  now  has  very  largely  left  the  land ;  at  the 
present  time  the  water  is  far  out  beyond  the  bed  of 
the  river  at  Peterborough,  and  there  is  no  chance 
just  now  for  angling.  I  might  mention  that  a  very 
fine  pike,  scaling  16|lb.,  and  measuring  over  three 
feet  in  length,  has  been  captured  at  Ponds  Bridge, 
Whittlesey,  by  Mr.  J.  Rowell,— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — We  have  now  had 
what  was  most  needed  here,  "a  good  flood,"  which 
has  thoroughly  scoured  out  the  dead  weeds.  The 
water  has  now  subsided  nicely,  and  is  a  first-rate 
colour  for  angling  generally.  Now  is  the  time  to 
get  among  the  big  roach  here  with  lobs.  The  frosts 
we  have  had  these  few  nights  have  greatly  improved 
things. — A.  ScARD. 

Plymouth. — The  commencement  of  the  trout 
season  will  soon  be  on  us,  and  I  notice  that  the  Tavy 
and  Plym  Association  have  had  their  annual  meeting 
and  have  decided  in  their  wisdom  or  otherwise  to 
raise  the  price  of  the  annual  ticket  from  12s.  6d.  to 
£1 :  this  in  future  will  make  the  complete  set,  namely, 
licence  and  ticket,  £1  10s.  instead  of  £1  2s.  6d.,  as 
last  year.    If  the  rivers  were  periodically  stocked 
there  would  be  no  complaint  against  this  charge, 
but  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  many.    One  move  in 
the  right  direction  is  the  issuing  of  annual  tickets 
for  the  Meavy  alone,  which  with  the  licence  will 
come  to  £1.    The  annual  ticket  for  the  Walkham 
will  be  5s.  exclusive  of  licence,  instead  of  2s.  6d.  as 
last  year.    The  other  portions  remain  as  before.  I 
am  sorry  to  have  to  report  the  death  of  John  Love-  I 
ridge,  who  has  been  a  faithful  keeper  on  the  Tavy  I 
and  Walkham  district  ever  since  the  association  | 
was  formed,  and  for  many  years  prior.    His  genial  ! 
manner  and  wilhngness  at  all  times  to  give  informa-  i 
tion  to  strangers,  as  well  as  local  fishermen,  led  him  1 
to  be  appreciated  and  liked.    Some  few  months  ago  j 
he  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  ill-health,  and 
since  then  he  has  been  residing  at  Buckland  Mon-  j 
achorum,  where  he  died  on  Jan.  11.    A  testimonial  | 
in  the  shape  of  a  purse  of  sovereigns  was  presented 
to  him  on  his  retirement  by  a  few  of  the  fishermen 
who  deeply  regretted  his  illness.    There  has  been 
plenty  of  water  all  through  the  winter  so  far  in  the 
rivers,  and  the  fish  have  had  good  opportunities  for 
spawning. — William  Heakdeb.  j 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llauymy- 
nech). — For  nearly  a  fortnight  past  all  these  rivers 
have  been  very  much  flooded  in  consequence  of  such 
a  long  continuance  of  stormy  and  exceptionally 
wet  weather,  during  which  time  angling  has  been 


totally  impo.s8ible,  as  the  streams  have  exceeded 
their  bounds  so  much  that  hundreds  of  acres  of  land 
have  been  totally  submerged,  and  so  high  has  been 
the  water  in  places  that  all  the  hedges  have  l)cen 
quite  hidden  and  only  the  trees  visible.  A  few  days 
ago  a  sharp  frost  set  in,  which  still  continues,  and 
which  is  more  intense  on  each  succeeding  night,  and 
as  the  rivers  are  now  fast  receding  and  the  sun 
shining  brilliantly  every  day,  angling  will  again  bo 
practicable  very  shortly. — Vyknwv, 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Ang- 
ling during  the  week  has  been  almost  at  a  stand- 
still. A  few  roach  have  been  taken  in  the  eddie-i 
and  backwaters,  but  rivers  are  running  thick  and 
bank-higli.  Snow  has  fallen  heavily  in  many 
districts ;  and  on  Tuesday  night,  in  the  Chichester 
neighbourhood,  wo  had,  1  believe,  the  record  black 
frost  of  the  year.  Skating  is  indulged  in  on  the 
shallow  ponds  and  on  some  of  the  flooded  meadows. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  is  frozen  in  parts  with 
ice  up  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch.  The  frost  is 
sharp  as  I  write  (Wednesday  evening),  and  with  a 
few  days'  continuanca  the  canal  will  be  safe  from 
end  to  end.  But  my  weather  prognostication 
which  has  been  true  hitherto  foretells  a  change  on 
Thursday  or  Friday — a  southerly  wind  and  rain. 
I  am  in  the  line  of  flight  of  duck,  curlew,  plover, 
and  other  sea  birds,  and  in  the  stillness  of  night 
they  tell  a  tale.  A  few  fish  have  been  taken  early 
in  the  week  at  Chichester  canal,  pike  up  to  41b., 
and  perch  of  l^lb.  The  latest  phase  in  the 
Emsworth  oyster  scare  is  the  serving  of  a  writ  for 
£15,000  for  damages  at  the  suit  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Foster, 
for  alleged  damage  by  tha  discharge  of  the  town 
sewage  near  the  oyster  beds.  In  these  low  lying 
creeks  both  at  Emsworth  and  Bosham,  Chichester 
Harbour,  there  is  not  sufficient  tide  to  carry  sewage 
to  sea ;  it  is  brought  back  by  incoming  tides,  settles 
on  the  mud — hence  the  contamination  to  cockles, 
oysters,  flat  fish,  etc. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  on  the  high  side  and  has  a  stain  on  it,  but 
it  is  going  down  quickly  and  clearing,  and  is  greatly 
improved  since  last  week ;  it  should  bs  in  good 
order  for  fishing  again  by  the  end  of  the  week.  The 
weather  has  changed  again  for  the  best,  and  instead 
of  rain  we  have  severe  frosts  at  iiight,  followed  by 
fine  but  cold  days  with  S.E.  winds,  which  in  all 
probabiUty  will  end  in  a  fall  of  snow.  Angling 
has  been  very  quiet  of  late,  as  the  sudden 
changes  have  daunted  anglers  getting  ready  ;  but  if 
it  will  hold  fine,  there  will  be  some  out  next  week 
with  maggot,  grasshopper,  and  fly,  and  good  sport 
should  be  had  with  the  former  baits.  Pike  fishing 
should  now  be  good  with  the  live  bait.  The  Ony^ 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  slightly 
stained,  but  are  getting  in  order,  and  sport  should 
be  had  in  them  next  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).— In  this  district  the  weather  has 

taken  a  decided  change  round  to  last  week,  and 
sharp  frosts  have  been  had  followed  by  cold,  fine 
days  with  sunshine,  and  the  river  which  was  running 
high  and  muddy  and  quite  out  of  order  is  now  gone 
down  and  clearing  nicely,  and  should  be  in  capital 
order  by  the  end  of  the  week  if  the  weather  keeps 
fine.  Some  good  fish  should  be  landed  with  the  fly, 
maggot,  and  grasshopper.  No  fishing  done  thi^ 
week  as  yet. — Worcester. 

Welland. — Great  numbers  of  Peterborough 
anglers  pay  a  visit  to  the  Deepings,  and  %er.v 
rarely  return  without  enjoying  good  sport  and 
having  made  satisfactory  bags.  On  Saturday 
(Jan.  10),  Mr.  Steward,  of  Peterborough,  fishing  in 
the  Peakirk  district,  secured  a  good  number  of 
roach,  several  IJlb.  in  weight,  a  riidd  about  2ilb., 
and  a  pike  between  31b.  and  41b.  Mr.  T.  Green, 
Peterborough,  one  of  our  most  ardent  anglers,  at 
West  Deeping,  captured  his  best  pike  this  season, 
weighing  over  91b. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Linos).— Visitors 
are  not  nearly  so  numerous  on  the  Witham  as  they 
were  a  week  ago.  Floods  were  the  result  of  heavy 
rains,  which  almost  put  an  end  to  sport  on  the 
main  river.  Keen  frost  has  now  set  in.  Here  and 
there  are  reports  of  good  luck  among  the  roach. 
Some  capital  specimens  have  been  got  between  Oat 
Sheaf  and  the  Sand  Holes  at  Thorpe  Linley.  A 
Lincoln  angler  has  also  done  remarkably  well  among 
the  roach.  Yellow  paste  has  been  a  favourite  bait. 
Odd  lots  have  been  picked  up  on  the  slacks  of  the 
Sincil  Dyke  and  the  old  Barlings  Eau.    The  Bain 


Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

Having  largely  increased  the  numbers  of  their  Stock  Fish  are  quoting  low  prices  for 
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has  also  yielded  well  near  the  mill  at  Coningsby. 
In  this  water  there  are  some  capital  chub,  and  also 
in  the  swims  at  the  rear  of  the  Malt  House.  Prior 
to  the  floods  there  were  good  captures  of  pike 
at  Bardney,  Kirkstead,  and  Tattershall,  the  best 
specimen  being  a  101b.  fish.  The  drains  about 
Boston  are  still  very  low,  and  fishing  is  only  very 
moderate.  The  best  reports  are  from  the  Bellwater 
Drain,  where  pike  have  been  landed. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Oase,  etc. 
(Torks). — We  ha\e  had  some  typical  grayling 
fishing  weather  during  the  last  few  days,  and  our 
waters  are  now  in  capital  trim,  consequently,  sport 
in  the  Yore  has  improved,  the  few  anglers  out  getting 
some  good  fish  with  the  little  red  worm.  The  frost, 
at  the  time  of  writing,  looks  like  continuing,  and  if 
it  does  not  get  too  severe,  a  continuance  of  good 
sport  may  be  looked  for.  1  killed  five  brace  of 
beautiful  fish  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  14,  and  two  or 
three  anglers  I  met  had  similar  sport.  Pike  fishing 
has  not  been  so  good  as  one  might  expect,  but 
if  the  lower  reaches  keeps  clear  of  ice  some  of 
the  big  fish  of  the  Yore  and  Swale  should  be 
captured  by  the  "Harrogate  Spinner,"  or  a  pre- 
served dace  fished  on  the  "  Chapman  Spinner." 
The  Wharfe  is  in  good  fettle,  and  fair  sport  has 
been  met  in  the  Grassington  and  Burnsall  lengths. 
Several  nice  baskets  of  grayling  have  been  got  with 
the  little  cockspur  worm.  The  most  fish  have  been 
caught  between  eleven  and  one  o'clock.  Messrs. 
Leech  and  Ireland,  with  others,  have  met  with  fair 
sport  on  the  Ilkley  length.  Very  few  anglers  have 
been  seen  in  the  district  of  Otley,  Poole,  or  Hare- 
wood.  The  same  remark  may  be  said  of  the  lower 
reaches.  Scarcely  a  rod  has  been  noticed  between 
Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ulleskelf.  On  the  Nidd, 
there  has  been  very  little  doing  on  any  of  the  lengths. 
Several  Leeds  anglers  have  done  well  in  the  Eden 
of  late.  On  Jan.  7,  the  members  of  the  Robin  Hood 
Angling  Society  held  their  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  for  specimen  fish.  The  following  took 
prizes:  Mr.  Bury,  pike.  181b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Handley, 
chub,  41b.  13oz. ;  Master  .1.  P.  Piekersgill,  barbel, 
()lb.  CJoz. ;  Mr.  S.  Skiimer,  brace  of  roach,  21b.  4oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  jun.,  brace  of  grayling,  lib.  16|-oz. ; 
Mr.  T.  Foxcroft,  brace  of  dace,  lib.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Bury, 
brace  of  perch,  21b.  12|oz.  ;  Mr.  Robinson,  best 
pike  from  Roundhay  Park  Lake,  51b.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
Speed,  the  best  basket  of  trout,  101b.  ll|oz.  After 
the  distribution  of  prizes  came  a  surprise 
foi'  the  president,  Mr.  Fred  Hodson  ;  the  members 
kindly  presented  him  with  a  testimonial  in 
the  shape  of  a  chest  containing  a  full  set  of  table 
cutlery  with  ivory  handles.  The  lid  bore  the 
inscription :  '•  Presented  to  F.  Hodson  by  the 
members  of  the  Robin  Hood  Angling  Society,  1903." 
Several  anglers  have  visited  the  Ribble  on  the  York- 
shire side.  Fair  sport  has  been  met  in  the  district 
of  Long  Preston  and  Hellifield.  On  Tuesday  Mr. 
F.  Foster  and  friend  had  a  day's  piking,  securing 
a  nice  fed  fish  weighing  91b. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  smaller  streams  are 
partially  frozen  owing  to  the  sharp  frosts.  The 
following  Antrim  and  Down  streams  open  on  Feb.  1  — 
Bush,  Ballycastle,  Glendun,  Glennan,  GlenarifE, 
Glenarm,  Inver,  Lagan,  and  all  other  waters  entering 
Belfast  Lough  (^r  the  Atlantic  between  Portrush, 
CO.  Antrim,  and  Donaghadee,  co.  Down.  The  sudden 
"cold  snap"  has  greatly  lessened  tlie  prospects  for 
angling  as  the  trout  will  not  bo  in  condition  if  it  lasts. 
Last  week  a  deputation  from  the  Ulster  Anglers' 
Association  waited  on  the  Belfast  Water  Com- 
niissioners  and  offered  to  lease  the  angling  on  the 
Antrim  Road  Resevoir — which  is  in  the  city — on 
belialf  of  the  association.  The  Commissioners 
promised  to  consider  the  application.  Viscount 
Massereene  and  Ferrard  has  been  elected  a  patron 
of  the  association  in  addition  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland. — J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (G-alway). — The  season  of  1903  opens  on 
Feb.  1.  The  fishery  will  be  fished  under  the  same 
Conditions  as  last  year  and  since  1899 — namely, 
seven  season  rods  at  sixty  guineas  each ;  one 
additional  rod  for  fishery,  or  the  equivalent  in  half 
season  rods,  the  terms  for  which  are :  Feb.  to  May, 
thirty  guineas  ;  June  to  Sept.,  forty  guineas  each ; 
monthly  and  day  rods  by  scale,  according  to 
season.  Anglers  to  have  the  right  of  retaining  one- 
third  of  salmon,  and  to  all  other  fish  caught.  The 
take  of  last  season  amounted  to  1726  salmon  and 
peal  (the  largest  since  1881),  and  the  heaviest  fish 
scaled  4211b.— J.  A.  B. 

Killarney. — The  outlook  for  the  angling  season 
now  near  at  hand  heis  seldom  been  better,  at  this 
jvmcture,  Salmon  are  reckoned  numerous  already, 
and  it  is  thought  that  large  numbers  have  been 
coming  up  since  the  dawn  of  the  New  Year. — 
T.  J.  D. 


Lough  Neagh. — The  inshore  water  is  frozen, 
which  1ms  not  occurred  since  1895.  This  looks  bad 
for  the  opening  of  the  pollen  netting  season  on  Feb. 
1.— J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  laougfh  Devg  (Eillaloe). — The 

condition  of  the  water  on  the  various  salmon  beats, 
especially  both  above  and  below  the  bridge,  is 
looking  right  for  the  opening  day,  Feb.  1.  Early 
spring  prospects  encouraging. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Angling  opens  on  all 
waters  in  this  district  on  Feb.  1.  At  time  of  writing, 
salmon  are  arriving  in  good  numbers,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a  good  spring  fishing  will  be  had  on  Lovigh 
Currane— the  principal  water  here. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — A  few  visiting  anglers  pat- 
ronised the  pier  cn  Jan.  11,  and  succeeded  in  taking 
a  few  whiting,  in  all  probability  the  last  that  will  be 
taken  this  season,  the  strong  north-east  wind  that  is 
blowing  being  calculated  to  put  a  period  to  all 
whiting  fishing  for  the  present  season.  Mr.  Word- 
lington  and  his  son  fished  for  several  hours  on  Jan. 
12,  despite  the  intensely  inclement  weather,  and 
surprised  all  local  experts  by  catching  over  half  a 
score  of  codling.  The  catch  on  the  following  day 
was  small,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  nothing  what- 
ever has  been  done,  the  weather  being  exceptionally 
rough,  the  lower  deck  of  the  pier  being  quite  sub- 
merged at  the  top  of  the  tide. — J.  Richaedson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Up  to  and  inchiding  Jan.  11  fishing 
has  been  good,  several  boats  returning  with  two 
to  four  score  of  nice  codling  and  a  few  flat  fish. 
From  the  Iron  Pier  and  the  East  Pier  codling  and 
fiat  fish  have  been  taken  in  fair  numbers,  and  sport 
generally  was  looking  up.  Monday's  gale  and  cold 
snap  have  put  an  end  to  all  fishing  for  the  next  few 
days.  Wind  easterly,  strong,  and  very  cold. — Grey 
Mullet. 


JlssociaHons 

(Special  Meetings). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Jan.  19,  at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodbtjw. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

Three  cases  were  represented  at  the  meeting  on 
Friday,  Jan.  9,  and  grants  made.  Have  six 
further  applications  up  to  the  present,  so  will 
committee  kindly  attend  at  eight  o'clock  sharp 
on  Jan.  23. — W.  H.  Barber. 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society— 

The  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  presided  over  by 
Mr,  Davison,  was  remarkable  for  the  total  absence 
of  fishing  reports,  doubtless  attributable  to  the 
coldness  of  the  weather,  several  members  who 
had  intended  to  fish  being  prevented  by  the 
sudden  change  of  temperature.  The  roach, 
chub,  and  dace  competition  was  extended  up 
to  Feb.  2  next — fish  taken  to  be  reported 
(within  twenty-four  hours  of  capture)  to  Mr. 
Taylor  at  the  society's  rooms.  Queen  Anne's 
Restaurant,  27,  Cheapside,  and  afterwards  shown 
at  the  meeting  on  the  following  Tuesday.  Mr. 
Taylor  exhibited  two  very  fine  pollack,  weigh- 
ing 301b.,  taken  off  the  Cornish  coast.  It  was 
announced  that  there  would  be  a  special  Micro- 
scopical Evening  on  Tuesday  (Jan.  20).  Many 
instrmnents  will  be  on  the  tables,  and  the  objects 
shown  of  an  exceedingly  interesting  character.  A 
very  pleasant  conversazione  is  expected,  especially 
as  the  microscopic  display  (which  will  be  arranged 
by  Mr.  Bentley,  F.R.M.S.)  will  be  supplemented  by 
some  very  fine  specimens  of  beautifully-painted 
china,  which  Mr.  T.  W.  Maynard  has  kindly  pro- 
mised to  exhibit.  Members  ai-e  requested  to  note 
that,  at  the  Musical  Evening  (Jan.  27)  ladies  are 


Gratliko  Flies  od  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  patterns 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Miller,  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  experience.  Sample  dozen  flies  sent  on 
receipt  of  2s.  Fly  dressing  material — wings,  hacldes,  silks,  etc. 
Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  requirements. 
Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality,  2d.  per 
dozen  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair  casts,  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Miller  (Telephone 
2801),  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  Kew  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds.' 


invited.  Communications  from  those  members 
willing  to  assist  should  kindly  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  Taylor.  On  both  Jan.  20  and  Jan.  27 
members  may  introduce  friends,  who  will  be 
heartily  welcomed. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  occupied  the  chair  at  ou 
meeting  on  Jan.  14.  Fishing  reports  are  very 
meagre,  but  perhaps  this  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  as  the  conditions  seem  to  have  sharply 
alternated  between  rain  and  floods  and  wind 
and  blizzards.  Indeed  it  was  much  more  enjoy- 
able to  recount  the  experiences  around  the  cheerful 
fire  than  to  actually  participate  therein.  Despite 
adverse  circumstances  the  following  reports  have 
been  submitted  since  last  report  : — Mr.  W.  T. 
Attwood,  about  101b.  of  nice  roach,  averaging  just 
on  lib. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Clements,  a  few  good  roach  of 
similar  class ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Hersant,  half  a  dozen 
roach  from  the  Lea,  rurming  up  to  IJlb;  Messrs. 
J.  Potter,  H.  Dunn,  and  G.  Westrup,  roach  and 
perch  from  the  Lee  and  Ouse  ;  and  from  the  latter 
river  Mr.  Westrup  had  the  unusual  experience  of 
taking  a  bream  during  a  sharp  frost.— G.  W, 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers — 

A  good  number  of  members  turned  up  at  the 
headquarters  on  Jan.  9  in  anticipation  of  a 
lecture  upon  Piscatorial  Heraldry  by  the  honorary 
secretary,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  Captain 
Wing.  After  explaining  a  few  of  the  elementary 
principles  of  heraldry,  Mr.  Westgate  proceeded, 
with  the  aid  of  a  set  of  specially  prepared  black 
and  white  drawings,  to  show  the  place  occupied 
by  fish  as  charges  upon  escutcheons  and  as  crests 
or  supporters  to  arms.  Dealing  with  the  subject 
under  the  heads  of  freshwater  fish,  monsters, 
mammals  (for  the  whale,  seal,  etc.,  are  classed  as 
fish  in  heraldry),  and  sea  fish,  he  showed  how 
most  of  the  better  known  fish  are  introduced  in 
some  way  or  another  into  armorial  bearings,  aa 
are  also  many  of  the  implements  used  by  the 
angler  and  fisherman.  Mr.  Hawkins  moved  a 
very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer,  which 
was  supported  by  several  present  and  carried 
unanimously,  as  was  also  a  similar  compliment  to 
the  chairman.— Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society— 


^  Under  the  title  of  "The  Old  Route  to  Orleans — 
The  Mississippi,"  Willis  Gibson,  in  the  January 
Scribner's,  describes  the  varied  life  on  the  Mississ- 
ippi River  as  it  is  to-day  from  St.  Paul  to  Neiv 
Orleans.  Notwithstanding  the  decay  of  the  great 
packet  trade  the  Mississippi  is  still  the  busiest 
waterway  in  the  country,  full  of  picturesque 
character  and  incident,  Guerin,  the  artist,  has 
made  a  beautiful  pictorial  accompaniment  to  the 
text,  giving  his  vivid  impressions  as  received  during 
a  very  recent  trip, 


No  business  was  done  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  13,  the  evening  being  occupied  in 
discussing  the  supper,  and  the  excellent  pro- 
gramme of  music  and  recitations  which  followed 
it.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  F.  Reed,  Mi-.  W.  Mar- 
shall ably  presided.  Very  little  time  was  spent 
in  toasts  or  speech-making,  but  the  toast  of  "The 
King  "  was  as  matter  of  course  given  and  loyally 
drunk.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  M.  Dickens, 
who  forwarded  a  very  finely  executed  clay  model 
of  the  illustration  which  appears  on  the  outside 
cover  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  This  having  been 
duly  admired,  the  chairman  called  on  iMr. 
Chasteney,  who  sang  in  very  good  style  "The 
Death  of  Nelson  "  ;  Mr.  P.  West  sang  "  Waggoner 
Will,"  and  this  was  succeeded  by  a  very  successful 
rendering  of  "The  Showman's  Tale"  and  "  The 
Curate's  Absent-Minded  Beggar"  by  Mr.  Camp- 
bell. Mr.  Chippendale  (a  visitor)  sang  with  very 
great  feeling,  "Alice,  Where  art  Thou?"  and 
"Mary,"  and  gave  us,  as  an  encore  to  the  latter, 
"Good  Company."  Mr.  Walford,  another  visitor, 
was  much  applauded  for  the  finished  way  in 
which  he  gave  "  By  the  Waters  "  and  "The  Bay 
of  Biscay."  Mr.  H.  Hall's  "Advertisements" 
and  "The  Bassoon"  supplied  the  comic  element, 
arid  these  songs  were  highly  appreciated.  Mr.  F. 
Gray  sang  in  capital  style  "The  World  Went 
Very  Well  Then."  Mr.  M.  Davies  in  appropriate 
terms  expressed  the  pleasure  which  the  inembers 
felt  at  seeing'  so  many  visitors  present,  and 
further  thanked  them  for  their  contributions 
to  the  evening's  enjoyment.  "The  Gresham'" 
was  given  and  duly  drunk,  and  the  evening  was 
brought  to  a  close  by  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  and  the  singing  of  "God  Save  the' 
King." 
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P.  D.  MALLOOH, 

High=class  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
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FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
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Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling:,  Char,  Bass,   5unfjsh,   Pike,  Perch,   Roach,  Dace,  Tench, 
Qolden  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,  Goldfish,  Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 


Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlins^s.    Grayling  limited. 


Large 


Address—      miOlVIAS  FORD, 
]MIa,nox*    Flsliei?y,    Ca.istox>,  ILilnoolnslilx>e. 


PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


ESTABLISHED  1880. 
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Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
Xe/-  net. 


London  : 

SAMPSON  Low,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  LTD., 
St.  Umistan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


DON'T  COUGH  for 
KEATING'S  LOZENGES 
EASILY  CURE 
THE  WORST  COUCH. 

One  gives  relief.   An  increasing 
sale  of  over  80  years  is  a  certain 
test  of  their  value.   Sold  in  ISJd. 
tins  everywhere. 
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Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams 
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LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(Fop  spinning  op  TROLLING), 

Made  in  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
SAM.  Allcook  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  Lee,  i,  Elm  Grove, 
Peckham,  S.E.    Large  size,  1/6  ;  small,  1/3. 
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Stock  Your  Lakes 


With  RAINBOW  TROUT 

And  Your  Rivers  .  . 


With     BROWN  TROUT 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Stocking  with  either. 

Form  Lakes  and  Ponds 


WHEREVER  THE  WATER  SUPPLY  IS  SUFFICIENT, 

AND  REDDS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THEM. 

Consult  a  Practical  Man  before  Forming  either. 


TROUT  FARMING 

ON  MOST  MODERN  AND  THOROUGHLY  PRACTICAL  LINES. 

WRITE  OR  VISIT 

MR.  EDGAR  VALENTINE  GORRIE 

The  River  lichen  Trout  Breeding  Establishment 
WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 
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O  !  well  for  the  fisherman's  hoy, 

That,  he  shouts  with  his  sister  at  play/ 

0  !  well  for  the  sailor  lad. 

That  he  sings  in  his  boat  on.  the  bay  ! 

— Tennyson. 


The  "Gresham"  supper  on  Tuesdaj'^  evening 
was  a  grand  success.  Mr.  W.  Marshall  was  in  the 
chair,  and  every  Greshamite  knows  what  that 
means  !  It  is  hoped  that  another  supper  will  take 
place  shortly,  and  if  this  arrangement  can  be  made 
it  needs  no  seventh  daughter  of  a  seventh  daughter 
to  predict  another  big  success.  The  room  was 
comfortably  filled,  many  well-known  anglers  were 
present,  the  supper  was  good,  and  each  "joyous 
song  "  was  followed  by  a  regular  "  white  squall  "  of 
applause. 


In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  President  Medcalf 
on  Monday  evening,  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Levien,  with  Vice-President  Elsmore  in  the  vice- 
chair.  The  room  was  as  full  as  ever  the  Bald 
Faced  Stag  could  hold.  The  prizes  won  at  the 
Bouine  End  competition  in  connection  with  the 
Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs  were 
distributed,  and  the  musical  part  of  the  entertain- 
ment was  abo\'e  the  ordinary  average. 


The  Baixade  of  the  Fly-Fisher. 

"Oh,  for  a  breeze  and  the  trout  on  the  rise  !  " 

This  is  our  prayer  as  we  drift  down  the  bay ; 
Vainly  we  cast  with  our  favourite  flies — 

Cast  over  trout  that  are  subtle  as  they. 
Soon  we  permit  our  attention  to  stray, 

Musingly  think  on  brave  days  that  are  fled, 
Fabulous  baskets  that  fell  to  us  Hey  ! 

That  was  a  rise  to  the  Teal  and  Red  ! 

"  A  caapital  fush,"  says  our  gillie,  and  tries 

With  deep-sunken  oars  to  stop  the  boat's  waj-. 
Cast  we  again  with  our  hopes  on  the  prize, 

Cursing  the  renegade  breeze's  delay. 
Ah  !  he  comes  up  with  a  splutter  of  spray, 

Leaps  like  the  licit  from  an  arquebus  sped — 
Down  bends  the  rod  with  a  swing  and  a  sway. 

And  we're  into  u  fish  with  the  Teal  and  Red  ! 

Madly  ho  plmiges,  and  presently  lies 

For  a  brief  bitter  moment  transfixed  with  dismay  r 
Then  in  a  frenzy  he  leaps  to  the  skies — 

He  that  was  hunter  himself  now  the  prey — 
Down — down  he  bores — 'tis  the  end  of  the  fray  ; 

Now  within  sweep  of  the  net  he  is  led. 
Lo  !  on  the  thwart  we  exultingly  lay 

The  beauty  that  rose  to  the  Teal  and  Red. 

Envoi. 

Princes,  we  drink  at  the  end  of  the  day 
A  sonorous  toast  to  the  glorious  dead — 

"May  we  have  many  like  him  to  repay 
The  faith  we  repose  in  the  Teal  and  Red!" 

— Julian  Mabx. 


Last  "  week-end  "  at  Deal  was  not  productive  of 
very  grand  sport  as  a  strong  wind  was  blowing,  and 
boats  were  scarcely  able  to  put  off.  From  the 
pier,  however,  some  nice  whiting  were  taken.  No 
matter !  Although  there  were  few  fish,  there  was  a 
good  "  blow." 


The  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society  holds  its 
meetings  at  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant,  Cheapside, 
and  every  meeting  is  worthy  of  a  club  which  has 
for  its  title  "London."  On  next  Tuesday  night 
tliere  will  be  a  microscopical  evening,  and  as  Mr. 
Bentley  has  charge  of  the  arrangements  a  delightful 
and  instructive  evening  may  be  anticipated.  A 
little  later  on  there  will  be  a  musical  evening — 
ladies  invited — so  that  the  members  have  some 
good  things  to  look  forward  to. 

I  HEAR  from  Mr.  Pethurst  that  the  West  Ham 
Brothers  Angling  Society  will  have  a  jack  match  at 
Bures  on  Jan.  25.  I  wish  them  a  pleasant  and 
successful  day. 


The  Upton  Park  Anglers  opened  the  new  year 
with  a  very  pleasant  dinner,  at  which  some  forty 
members  sat  down.  Mr.  Gane  was  in  the  chair, 
faced  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Davies.  Mr.  B.  Booth  responded 
for  the  society,  of  which  he  was  able  to  speak  in 
very  cheerful  terms.  A  capital  concert  followed  the 
dinner.  Mr.  C.  H.  Elliott,  the  worthy  secretary, 
came  in  for  some  well-deserved  compliments. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Great  Yarmouth 
Piscatorial  Society,  it  was  decided  to  open  a 
subscription  list  in  aid  of  the  widow  and  children  of 
a  late  respected  member,  Mr.  Charles  Harmony 


Harrison.  Mr.  Harrison  was  well  known  as  an 
artist  of  great  repute,  being  famous  for  his  pictures 
of  Norfolk  scenery.  He  was  also  an  ardent  angler 
and  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  society.  He 
held  strong  views  upon  the  question  of  the  public 
rights  of  fishing  on  the  Norfolk  Broads,  and  was 
largely  instrumental  in  raising  subscriptions  to  fight 
the  Heigham  Sounds  case.  Mr.  Harrison  has  left 
his  family  in  very  straitened  circumstances.  Sub- 
scriptions may  be  sent  to  Mr.  C.  J.  Baker,  Town 
Hall  Chambers,  Great  Yarmouth.  A  Loan  Exhibi- 
tion of  Mr.  Harrison's  works  has  been  held,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  widow  and  children,  at  the  Tolhouse 
Museum,  Great  Yarmouth,  and  the  pictures  proved 
that  Yarmouth  has  lost  a  \  ery  talented  man. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Williamson,  C.C.,  and  many  of  his 
colleagues — "City  Fathers  " — were  in  their  element, 
and  right  men  in  the  right  place,  at  Fishmongers' 
Hall,  discussing  the  great  oyster  question.  A  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  assuring  the  public  that  merchants 
would  use  their  \itmost  efforts  to  secure  that  no 
oysters  should  be  sold  other  than  those  known  to  be 
taken  from  beds  free  from  sewage.  This  is  comfort- 
ing. On  the  motion  of  the  chairman  it  was  resolved 
"  that  the  great  national  importance  of  the  fishing 
industry  renders  it  imperative,  in  the  public  interest, 
that  a  fishery  board  for  England  should  be  appointed 
by  his  Majesty's  Government  at  the  earhest  oppor- 
tunity." For  many  years  the  Fishing  Gazette  has 
been  harping  on  this  string — the  importance  of 
the  national  fishing  industries — and  at  last  an  echo 
of  our  music  comes  from  the  great  City  halls. 


OUR  F.Q.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


The  late  Mr.  R.  J.  C.  Cawse. 


Not  only  in  Wimbledon,  but  in  every  place  whei'e 
his  genial  presence  was  known,  will  the  death  of  the 
late  Mr.  R.  J.  C.  Cawse  be  deeply  regretted.  He 
was  so  pleasant,  so  companionable,  such  a  good 
sportsman,  and  such  a  generous,  large-hearted  man, 
that  Fate  seems  to  have  been  very  cruel  to  "  cut  him 
off"  at  fifty-six.  "A  life  too  short  for  friendship, 
but  not  for  fame  "  among  anglers  near  and  far. 
***** 

W^ell-read  in  many  departments  of  human  know- 
ledge, versatile  in  many  ways,  he  was  especially  an 
accomplished  musician.  To  adopt  the  phrase  of  a 
bluejacket  in  "Black-Eyed  Susan,"  "  he  played  on 
the  fiddle  like  a  hangel,"  and  he  could  troll  a  song 
right  well.  Many  of  us,  remembering  this,  will  sigh 
"Oh!  for  a  voice  that's  still!"  As  a  sportsman, 
Mr.  Cawse  inherited  his  love  of  the  sea  from  his 
father,  the  late  George  Midlam  Cawse,  of  Sea  View, 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  who  made  a  reputation  years 
ago  in  yachting  circles.  From  places  far  distant 
from  Wimbledon,  troops  of  friends  gathered  at  the 
graveside  of  Mr.  Cawse,  and  it  was  clearly  manifested 
that  his  loss  will  be  deplored  by  many  fishermen  at 
Deal  and  anglers  on  the  Thames,  for  his  energy  and 
enterprise  made  him  beloved  by  all  wielders  of  the 
rod. 


This  is  not  the  proper  sea  serjjent  season,  but  I 
cull  this  from  an  evening  paper.  B.S.A.S.  please 
note  !  "  Whilst  the  steamship  Clumberhall  was  on  a 
journey  from  San  Francisco  to  London,  the  cap- 
tain's attention  was  called  to  a  sea  monster,  of  an 
oblong,  and  whale-back  sliape.  In  part  it  was  of  a 
light  sand  colour,  and  partly  grey,  with  large 
blotches  of  black.  The  monster  measured  approxi- 
mately 150ft.  to  180ft.  in  length.  The  highest  part 
of  the  body  to  the  sea  base  measuring  from  about 
15ft.  to  20ft.  When  first  seen  it  appeared  to  be 
heading  towards  the  steamer,  but  it  subsequently 
made  off  in  a  south-westerly  direction." 


Mr.  H.  Walter  Harding,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Abingdon  and  District  Angling  Association,  writes  : 
"  A  fine  Thames  trout  of  nearly  61bs.  was  caught  in 
Sutton  Pool  on  Jan.  1 1  by  Mr  Tom  Averell  while 
live-baiting  for  pike  with  a  seven-inch  bait.  The 
fish  was  carefully  returned  but  very  slightly  injured." 


That  new  and  lively  paper.  The  Wheel  of  Fortune, 
must  of  course  tell  some  stories  of  anglers'  luck. 
Here  is  one:  "  A  good  story  may  be  related  about 
a  big  angling  competition.  In  one  of  the  matches 
a  competitor  hooked  a  small  gudgeon  and  was 
drawing  it  out  of  the  water.  A  voracious  perch 
dashed  up  and  caught  hold  of  the  tail  of  the  un- 
fortunate gudgeon.  Quick  as  thought  the  wily 
angler  whipped  his  landing-net  under  the  twain, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  increasing  his  club's 
tally  at  the  scale  by  14|oz.,  the  weight  of  the 
perch." 

*  »  *  *  # 

And  here's  another.  .  "  A  man  went  barbel  fishing 
from  Henley  Bridge  one  morning  early  at  regatta 
time.  Below  the  bridge  is  a  deep  hole  where  lie 
some  very  large  barbel,  and  into  this  our  friend 
dropped  the  tackle  known  as  a  'leger.'  For  some 
time  the  early  angler  caught  only  a  few  small  perch 
and  roach.  A  slight  resistance,  which  he  felt  on 
striking  a  fish,  suddenly  increased  to  a  heavy  drag, 
and  he  found  he  was  in  for  something  big.  There 
had  been  a  good  deal  of  rain,  and  a  full  stream  was 
running  through  the  arch.  In  the  heavy  water  the 
fish  played  powerfully,  working  sometimes  to  this 
side  and  sometimes  to  that.  A  little  knot  of  fisher- 
men and  hangers-on  collected  on  the  bridge  to  see 
the  sport,  and  speculate  on  the  weight  of  this  big 
fish.  Putting  a  heavy  strain  on  his  tackle,  the 
'  fortunate '  angler  succeeded  in  bringing  into 
sight  the  edge  of  a  ftilly  expanded  umbrella .'  which 
he  had  hooked  by  the  tassel  on  the  handle.  The 
umbrella  had  opened  after  it  was  hooked  and 
offered  enormous  resistance. 


A  brooklet  ripples  not  by  chance 
To  join  the  brimming  sea; 

By  law  its  babbling  waters  dance. 
And  skip  in  minstrelsy. 


A  well-known  city  angler,  says  "Hare's  Ear,"' 
in  company  with  a  friend,  went  a  few  days  ago 
with  rod  and  gun  to  a  favourite  haunt  for  chub,  the 
former  to  fish,  the  latter  to  shoot  ground  game. 
The  angler  fared  badly,  not  getting  a  bite,  when, 
turning  his  head  in  disgust,  he  saw  a  moorhen 
crossing  a  meadow  some  distance  away.  He  called 
to  his  friend  to  lend  him  his  gun,  by  which  time  the 
bird  was  getting  near  the  river.  The  fisherman 
fired,  and  the  bird  never  moved.  "Good  shot,  ' 
said  the  fisherman  ;  "  I  must  have  shot  him  clean 
through  the  head."  A  moment  after  the  bird  was 
seen  coming  towards  them  pecking  the  ground. 
"Why,  he  is  alive,"  said  the  angler.  "  Yes,"  said 
his  friend,  "  he  is  picking  up  the  shots  you  fired." 


Don't  talk  about  "  tall  fish  stories "  after  this 
yarn,  which  I  cull  from  an  old  German,  not  Yankee, 
paper :  "  In  an  imperial  city  lately  a  criminal  was 
condemned  to  be  beheaded  who  had  a  singular 
itching  to  play  at  nine-pins.  While  his  sentence 
was  pronouncing,  he  had  the  temerity  to  offer  a 
request  to  be  permitted  to  play  once  more  at  his 
favourite  game  at  the  place  of  execution,  and  then 
he  said  he  would  submit  without  a  murmur.  As 
the  last  prayer  of  a  dying  man,  his  request  was 
granted.  When  arrived  at  the  solemn  spot,  he 
found  everything  prepared,  the  pins  being  set  up 
and  the  bowl  being  ready.  He  played  with  no 
little  earnestness ;  but  the  sheriff  at  length,  seeing 
that  he  showed  no  inclination  to  desist,  privately 
ordered  the  executioner  to  strike  the  fatal  blow  as 
he  stooped  for  the  bowl.  The  executioner  did  so, 
and  the  head  dropped  into  the  culprit's  hand  as  he 
raised  himself  to  see  what  had  occurred.  He  imme- 
diately aimed  at  the  nine,  conceiving  it  was  the 
bowl  which  he  grasped.  All  nine  falling,  the  head 
loudly  exclaimed,  'Well,  I  have  won  the  game.'" 
[A  wonderful  example  of  "  the  ruling  passion  strong 
in  death !  "] 


Canning,  the  great  statesman,  wrote  a  poem 
called  "The  Needy  Knife-Grinder."  "Story!  God 
bless  j'ou,  I  have  none  to  tell  you,"  says  the  hero  of 
the  grindstone.  If  the  Thames  could  speak — and 
surely  it  can  ;  I  know  it  has  a  mouth — it  would  not 
use  "sich  langwidge."  The  Thames  has  a  wonderful 
— a  jnarvellous  story,  every  inch  of  it,  and  on  J  an.  28 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen  {"  Old  Izaak  "  of  the  People)  will 
tell  "  The  Story  of  the  Thames "  to  the  Epsom 
Anglers  at  "  The  Spread  Eagle,"  Epsom.  Mr.  F.  W. 
Coles,  president,  will  be  in  the  chair,  and  there  will 
be  a  good  concert.  My  advice  is — Go  !  or  you  will 
miss  a  treat.  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  Angling  flotes 

mtist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters 
on  Thursday  evening  (Jan.  8).  The  meeting  was 
well  attended.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.  The  secretary, 
Mr.  J.  Rabone,  after  calling  the  roll-call,  gave  in  an 
account  of  the  attendances  of  the  committee  during 
the  past  year,  after  which  the  election  took  place, 
when  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to 
form  the  working  committee  for  the  ensuing 
year,  namely: — Messrs.  Phipps,  Brueton,  Fitter, 
Bailey,  Yardley,  Mole,  Bentley,  Egerton,  Kerby, 
Colman,  Haladay,  Jolley,  Wakelam,  Kingham, 
Archer,  Humphreson,  McMullen,  Randall,  and 
Crisp;  Mr.  W.  Neale,  of  the  Birmingham  Heath 
Society,  was  elected  auditor.  A  notice  of  motion 
was  given  by  Mr.  Martin,  which  was  to  the  effect 
that  those  clubs  who  still  remained  with  the  Pro- 
vincial Association  should  not  be  allowed  to  send 
elegates  to  the  Birmingham  Association  meetings  ; 
this  was  very  favourably  received  and  will  no  doubt 
be  made  law.  If  so  this  will  be  a  great  blow  to  the 
P.A.A.  The  new  Birmingham  and  District  Associa- 
tion travelling  cards  have  been  stamped  by  the 
Midland  and  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
companies,  and  will  be  issued  to  the  clubs  on  Satur- 
day evening  next  at  the  Birmingham  Arms,  Smith- 
field, from  7.30to  10.30.  The  Dudley  Association  held 
their  annual  meeting  last  week,  when  Mr.  T.  W. 
Collins  was  elected  president  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Rowton  who  resigned ;  Messrs.  J.  Royal  and  J. 
Campbell  were  elected  vice-presidents  ;  and  Mr.  W. 
T.  Sproston  was  re-elected  secretary ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Royal,  treasurer.  The  club,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  is 
going  strong,  as  they  have  over  1 20  fully  paid-up 
members  on  the  books.  The  balance  sheet  read  by 
the  secretary  went  to  show  that  the  year's  total 
income  amounted  to  £95  Ss.  5d.,  and  the  expendi- 
ture to  £80  lOs.  9d.,  leaving  a  balance  in  hand 
of  £14  17s.  8d.  The  water  rent  of  this 
society  is  over  £30;  they  have  purchased  boats 
and  a  challenge  cup,  and  gave  away  over  £15 
for  prizes.  The  St.  Paul's  Society  are  doing  well  ; 
they  made  over  twenty  new  members  last  week. 
Our  other  clubs  are  also  making  new  members,  and 
our  association  looks  like  being  over  7000  strong; 
in  fact  this  is  the  number  of  new  travelling  tickets 
to  be  issued  on  Saturday  evening  next.  We  have 
had  another  change  in  the  weather  since  Sunday 
last ;  it  is  now  very  bright  and  frosty,  and  in  some 
places  the  pools  are  covered  with  a  thin  coating  of 
ice.  The  Severn,  Trent,  and  Avon  are  in  good 
order  for  pike  fishing,  but  owing  to  the  cold  very 
few  have  been  out. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Like  many  other  outdoor  sports,  angling  has 
received  a  check  by  the  severe  weather.  Snow  has 
fallen  to  a  depth  of  two  inches,  and  the  frost  has 
been  so  keen  that  many  of  the  minor  watercourses 
are  frozen  up.  The  main  streams,  consequently, 
are  only  available,  but  as  locomotion  is  so  difficult 
very  few  rods  have  been  at  work.  Before  the  snow- 
fall most  of  the  waters  were  in  a  state  of  flood  owing 
to  last  week's  heavy  rains,  but  they  are  fining  down. 
As  the  soak  is  very  high  there  will,  undoubtedly,  be 
a  further  rise  when  the  snow  disappears.  This  state 
of  enforced  idleness  is  disappointing,  since  pike 
fishing  was  getting  at  its  best,  and  roach  were  also 
offering  better  sport  than  they  did  during  some  of 
the  autumn  months.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Tues- 
day evening)  there  was  no  abatement  of  the  frost, 
and  the  prospects  of  an  early  resumption  of  sport 
were  very  remote, 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  nice  catches  of  roach  were  made  on  the 
Driffield  Canal  and  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull, 
several  of  the  fish  scaling  lib.  each ;  some  good  pike 
have  also  been  taken  both  with  spinning  and  live 
bait  fishing ;  and  in  the  tidal  waters  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Arram,  Mr.  H.  BuUiment,  a  member  of 
tlxe  Osborne  Angling  Association,  had  a  very  good 
catch  of  roach,  his  best  two  fish  scaling  lib.  5Joz. 
and  lib.  2;Joz.  respectively;  Mr.  G.  W,  Branston, 
of  the  Abercombio  Anghng  Society,  had  some 
good  fish  from  the  same  district,  one  of  which 
scaled  over  lib.,  and  a  dace  of  7oz.  ;  but  since 
Saturday  snow  has  fallen  heavily  in  this  district, 
consequently  few  anglers  have  ventured  out 
in  quest  of  either  roach  or  pike,  yet  despite 
the  winterly  elements  several  anglers  have  been 
out  codling  fishing,  and  from  the  Promenade 
at  Hull  several  nice  fish  have  been  taken ; 
Mr.  Bibbero  and  friends  also  had  a  fairly  good 
time    of   it    at    PauU,  and    made   some  good 


catches,  some  of  the  fish  scaling  31b.  and  41b.  each, 
the  bait  being  mussel ;  and  on  the  Lincolnshire  sido 
at  Goxhill,  Stallingborough,  and  Killingliolme  fair 
sport  is  being  had  by  those  ardent  anglers  who  can 
face  the  elements.  A  few  nice  sized  pike  continue 
to  be  taken  on  the  Market  Weigliton  Canal ;  but 
on  Tuesday  evening  a  hard  frost  set  in,  so  that 
prospects  are  more  favourable  for  skating  than 
fishing  at  present.  The  Hull  Town  Angling 
Association  held  their  annual  meeting  last  week, 
and  elected  officers  for  the  coming  season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  have  elected 
Mr.  E.  Crossfield  as  president  and  about  thirty 
vice-presidents  for  1903.  Five  members  of  the 
committee  retire  annually,  and  to  fill  the  vacancies 
this  year  Messrs.  J.  Bancroft,  T.  Boscow,  S.  Cooke, 
E.  Gilbert,  and  W.  H.  Podmore  were  elected.  The 
executive  officers  will  be  chosen  from  the  first 
meeting  of  the  general  committee,  and  judging  from 
the  cordial  thanks  given  them  no  change  is  at  all 
likely.  The  Latchford  Excelsior  Angling  Society 
have  just  held  their  annual  meeting.  The  report 
and  balance-sheet  are  both  highly  satisfactory. 
The  principal  officers  are  Messrs.  T.  Leigh,  president, 
J.  H.  Hackney,  treasurer,  and  J.  Wolfenden, 
secretary.  Next  Monday  (Jan.  19)  the  Levenshulme 
Angling  Association  are  having  one  of  their  social 
evenings,  to  which  ladies  are  invited.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  Lune  Fishery  Board  was  very  inter- 
esting to  anglers,  and  the  report  shows  the  good  work 
the  board  is  doing.  The  board  emphatically  says  a 
licence  must  be  taken  out  to  fish  in  this  fishery  for  all 
kinds  of  fish.  Where  is  that  "Defence  Fund  "  so  much 
talked  about  a  few  years  ago,  and  now  in  the  bank  idle. 
The  amount  of  fish  sent  by  Mr.  Ford,  of  the  Manor 
Fishery,  Caistor,  into  this  county  lately  is  astonish- 
ing. On  Saturday  last  he  sent  to  Warrington  a 
large  consignment  which  is  described  by  an  eye- 
witness of  the  transfer  as  exceedingly  satisfactory 
as  regards  size  and  condition.  The  Bollin  has  been 
in  flood  for  some  time,  and  fishing  off  in  conse- 
quence. The  prevailing  frost  should  put  the  coarse 
fish  in  this  river  in  good  order  for  the  remaining 
weeks  of  January  and  February,  especially  roach 
and  chub. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  bi-monthly  meeting  of  the  CP. A. A.  was 
held  in  this  city,  and  was  well  attended.  It  was 
decided  to  spend  on  coarse  fish  for  Combs'  Reser- 
voir £20  in  addition  to  the  amount  already  voted 
for  trout — five  hundred  of  the  latter  were  trans- 
ferred last  Saturday.  Further  it  was  agreed  to 
offer  prizes  for  the  heaviest  capture  of  pike  from 
this  water.  July  18  was  the  date  fixed  for  their 
annual  contest,  the  canal  at  Poynton  the  water, 
and  Poynton  the  centre  of  the  length  to  be  fished. 
The  Moss  Side  Angling  Association's  annual  busi- 
ness meeting  was  held  on  Monday  last.  Success 
has  again  attended  them  in  the  past  year,  and 
to-day  they  stand  as  firm  as  a  rock.  In  the  new 
secretary,  Mr.  W.  C.  Hawkins,  they  have  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  very  best  officers  an  associa- 
tion could  possibly  have.  In  an  executive  of  thirty 
the  names  of  many  fine  sportsmen  are  found.  Quite 
recently  1600  stock  fish  have  been  transferred  to 
their  waters.  The  last  new  club  to  be  heard  of 
in  this  city  is  the  Highlander  Angling  Society, 
Holland-street,  Oldham-road.  It  is  their  intention 
of  joining  the  C.P.A.A.  Mr.  W.  Harris  is  the  hon. 
sec.  Close  neighbours  with  the  last-named  society 
is  'the  Ridgway  Angling  Society,  also  of  recent 
formation,  of  which  Mr.  Butterwortli  is  hon.  sec. 
The  members  are  mostly  tradesmen  shopkeepers. 
The  Ardwiek  Angling  Society  met  on  Tuesday  last, 
and  had  a  bumping  attendance.  Their  late  host, 
Mr.  Amos  Turner,  is  seriously  ill,  having  had  an 
attack  of  paralysis.  The  Worsley  Canal  Fishery 
Board  have  decided  to  combine  their  championship 
and  shield  contests  in  one  event  on  Sept.  5. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  run  into  condition  for  pike  fishing, 
and  on  Monday  Messrs.  J.  Birkin  and  F.  Bacon,  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society,  landed  four  nice  fish 
in  tlie  society's  preserves  at  Hoveringham.  On  the 
same  day  Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton  and  Mr.  H.  Coxon 
caught  just  over  forty  very  choice  roach  at 
Weston  with  the  cockspur  worm  and  gentles. 
Fews  rods  appear  to  have  been  at  work  at  Cavendish 
Bridge  and  Shardlow,  and  reports  as  to  sport  are 
by  no  means  encouraging.  As  yet  the  water  is 
too  high  for  successful  chubbing  with  such  soason- 


To  Fly  Dressekp,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  Tlie  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Caljinet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  CI.  McC'lellanil, 
"  Athenian  "  of  the  Pishing  Gazette.  With  eiglity  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  id.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstau's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


able  baits  as  pith  and  brains  and  greaves.  Most 
winter  visitors  to  Shardlow  go  in  for  j)iko  fishing, 
and  at  the  period  of  writing  tho  various  backwaters 
were  covered  with  ice.  On  Wednesday  morning 
one  of  our  army  of  bait-catchers  took  four  small 
pike  with  the  live-bait  inside  the  weir  above  tho 
City  Bridge,  and  several  fi.sh  of  larger  size  were 
secured  in  the  Wilford  and  Clifton  waters.  The 
weather  has  been  unusually  severe  since  Monday, 
and  the  severity  threatens  to  continue.  Pike-baits 
are  now  more  plentiful  and  cheaper  in  price. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  account  of  tho  extremely  cold  and  wintry 
weather,  there  has  been  practically  nothing  doing 
in  the  way  of  sport  since  last  week-end.  The  floods 
have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  rivers  and  water- 
courses generally,  and  anglers  will  reap  tho  advan- 
tage at  a  future  time.  A  few  rodmen  there  are  who 
will  face  all  weathers  and  conditions.  One  of  these 
is  an  ardent  Waltonian  belonging  to  Northallerton, 
who  during  last  year  caught  702  fish,  which  weighed 
in  the  aggregate  21  stone  ;  510  were  grayling,  mostly 
taken  in  the  Swale  and  the  Wiske  with  the  dry  fly. 
The  catch  also  included  sixty-six  trout,  the  greater 
part  of  which  were  taken  in  the  Codbeck  between 
Northallerton  and  Osmotherley.  The  York  Amal- 
gamation are  bestirring  themselves  on  various 
matters.  They  are  anxious  to  have  the  Mundella 
Act  applied  to  the  Ouse,  which,  unlike  other  river.s, 
knows  no  close  time  for  three  months  in  the  year. 
It  so  happens  as  a  consequence  that  whil.st  a  flood 
may  effectually  stop  ordinary  and  legitmate  sport 
in  this  river  netters  step  in  and  reap  a  harvest.  Tho 
sooner  the  Ouse  can  be  placed  under  the  protection 
of  the  law  the  better.  The  existing  conditions  are 
manifestly  unfair.  There  is  some  doubt  whether 
Foss  anglers  have  the  same  exemption  during  the 
close  season.  It  would  be  as  well  to  clear  up  the 
point  if  possible,  because  a  good  many  local  anglers 
have  never  for  a  moment  suspected  that  they  were 
committing  a  breach  of  the  law  in  doing  what  many 
others  do  in  the  Ouse. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  fine  and  frosty  since  last 
notes,  and  the  waters  have  gone  down  a  good  deal 
in  all  districts.  Spawning  is  now  over,  and  generally 
speaking  the  spawning  season  has  been  a  successful 
one  all  round.  In  those  districts  where  angling 
opens  on  Feb.  1,  a  good  spring  season  is  looked 
forward  to,  as  salmon  are  reported  to  have  been 
arriving  in  good  numbers  for  some  time.  Sea  angUng 
continues  suspended  everywhere,  for  though  the  sea 
has  been  calm  enough  the  weather  is  intensely  cold. 
Things  appear  to  have  progressed  very  well  at  all 
the  hatcheries  in  the  comitry. 


ilofcs  from  iTod^. 

This  week  the  salmon  season  opens,  but  at  the 
moment  of  writing  a  strong  frost  holds  the  land 
and  water  in  its  grip. 


The  Don  fishing  case  has  been  again  before  Lord 
Kyllachie  in  the  Court  of  Session,  and  Messrs.  Pirio 
have  been  granted  a  week  to  say  whether  they  will 
appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords  or  not. 


Meantime  the  upper  proprietors  had  a  meeting 
on  Friday  (Jan.  9),  and  determined  to  have  tho 
judgment,  now  twice  given  in  their  favour,  carried 
into  effect. 


Among  those  present  at  the  meeting  of  proprietors 
were  the  Earl  of  Kintore,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Breda, 
Captain  Forbes,  of  Castle  Forbes,  and  others  ablo 
and  willing  to  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  to 
clear  all  charges. 

A  propos  of  the  spawning  season,  Mr.  Haig,  Brawl 
Castle,  has  300,000  ova  in  his  hatchery;  Mr. 
Nisbet,  Conon  Bridge,  reports  "a  splendid  spawning 
season";  Mr.  McRae,  Corff  House,  ha.^  secured 
190,000  eggs;  Mr.  Duncan,  Deeside,  a  million;  Mr. 
Robertson,  Dupplin  Hatchery,  half  a  million ;  and 
others  likewise. 


Waters  are  letting  quite  freely,  and  the  prospects 
of  a  good  start  all  over  the  North  as  the  opening 
dates  swing  round  are  on  the  whole  most  encoiu-aging. 

This  season  the  trout  angler  must  wait  for  March  1 
to  commence  operations,  but  those  who  have  a 
reach  of  sea-trout  and  fiimock  water  available  can 
commence  when  the  ordinary  salmon  season  opens, 
and  the  sport  then  is  often  of  the  best  of  its  kind. 

Speci.\l  Scotch. 

[Will  "  Special  Scotch  "  kindly  say  what  condition 
these  sea-trout  and  finnock  aro  in  '!  Are  they  not 
kelts,  every  man  Jack  and  Jill  of  them  ? — Ed.] 
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WHITEBAIT. 


"  f'ELtx  PeKne'"  writes;  "A  week  or  so  ago 
the  Fishing  Gazette  had  an  Interesting  paragraph  on 
wliitebait.  The  practice  of  devouring  little  fishes 
of  several  kinds  because  such  '  httle  fishes  are 
sweet'  was  very  justly  condemned.  The  paragraph 
brought  to  mind  a  song  I  heard  long  ago  sung  by 
old  Randall,  the  vocalist.  I  call  him  '  old  '  Randall 
to  distinguish  him  from  clever  Harry  Randall  of 
to-day.  The  song  was  written  by  Jacob  Cole  and 
went  to  the  tune  of  'The  King  of  the  Cannibal 
Islands.'  Here  are  the  words,  as  nearly  as  I  can 
remember  them.    I'll  venture  to  say  I  am  not  far 


out." 


Whitebait. 


'Tis  really  strange  how  folks  delight 

In  pam-p'ring  up  their  appetite, 

And  then  complain  from  morn  till  night. 

Their  health  is  not  in  a  right  state. 
We're  all  so  fond  of  fish,  confest, 
Of  soles  and  eels  and  all  the  rest ; 
A  sucking-pig  we  suck  with  care, 
And  think  that  fowl  is  capital  fare; 
With  soups  and  savoury  well-stuffed  geese. 
Syllabubs,  salads,  and  Stilton  cheese, 
'Midst  all  these  there's  nothing  will  please 
But  dining  at  Greenwich  on  whitebait. 

Chorus  : 

So  all  the  people  now  agree. 

In  life  there's  no  such  luxury 

As  when  from  town  they  all  go  down 

To  Greenwich  to  dine  on  whitebait. 

A  prince  will  leave  his  royal  dome. 

Lords  of  the  State  to  Greenwich  will  roam, 

For  though  they've  loaves  and  fishes  at  home, 

Yet  none  of  their  fishes  are  whitebait. 
Aldermen  join  with  great  M.P.'s, 
Lawyers  quit  their  tempting  fees, 
A  Judge  wou'd  leave  the  Common  Pleas 
On  purpose  to  try  these  little  fishees ; 
And  although  the  Lord  Mayor  at  times  besets 
The  fishermen's  boats  and  destroys  their  nets, 
'Tis  known  very  well  that  he  afterwards  eats 
A  jolly  good  lot  of  the  whitebait. 

Lords  and  ladies  now  agree,  etc. 

These  fish  as  soon  as  they're  born,  'tis  said, 
Are  pulled  out  of  Father  Thames's  bed, 
And  put  in  a  warming  pan  instead. 

These  poor  little  innocent  whitebait. 
Their  lives  are  all  cut  short  and  so 
Their  bodies,  of  course,  can't  larger  grow, 
And  thus  they  stand  no  chance  to  show 
Their  natural  size  and  shape  you  know. 
Some  say  they  are  born  down  near  Blackwall, 
Where  they're  all  brought  up  in  a  fisherman's 
haul. 

Some  swear  that  they  are  not  fish  at  all. 
But  merely  a  species  of  whitebait. 

But  all  the  people  now  agree,  etc. 

Such  numbers  flock  these  fish  to  try, 
The  oooks  are  broiled  to  death  or  nigh. 
And  tho'  they  may  have  "  other  fish  to  fry  " 

They  must  keep  frying  of  whitebait. 
For  still  for  more  and  more  they  call. 
And  just  like  hungry  sharks  they  fall 
On  these  poor  fish  that  are  so  small; 
They  eat  them  by  dozens — the  bones  and  all. 
Why,  Mrs.  Pike,  you  said  you  were 
"A  little  fish  eater,"  but  I  declare 
A  very  great  little  fish  eater  you  are. 
Why.  you've  swallowed  the  whole  of  the  white- 
bait. 

All  the  people  now  agree,  etc. 


NORTHERN  FISHERY  BOARDS. 


increase  in  the  number  of  rod  licences,  and  the 
accounts  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  £86  17a.  Id., 

gainst  a  slight  deficit  last  year.  Five  thousand 
yearling  brown  trout  had  been  put  in  the  Wyre  by 
the  Wyre  Preservation  Association.  Complaints 
were  made  as  to  netting  in  the  higher  reaches  and 
to  a  great  number  of  visitors  from  Leeds  and 
district  who  came  up  to  Dent  and  fished  without 

icences.  It  was  decided  to  employ  a  bailiff  to 
watch  this  district.  A  resolution  to  reduce  the 
licence  for  salmon  rods  from  £1  to  10s.  was 
negatived.  John  E.  Milleb. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
Leeds. 


The  Eden  Fishery  Board  held  their  annual 
meeting  at  Carlisle  on  Saturday,  Jan.  10.  There 
was  a  good  attendance  of  members,  including  Mr. 
F.  W.  Branson,  who  represented  the  Yorkshire 
Angling  Association.  Fro.n  tlie  report  the  watch- 
ing committee  believe  th  xt  a  series  of  bad  salmon 
seasons  had  come  to  an  end,  the  two  last  years' 
yields  showing  considerable  improvement.  Mr.  A. 
H.  CoUingwood  said  the  charges  for  both  rod  and 
net  licences  were  too  low,  but  the  committee 
decided  to  issue  them  at  the  same  charge  as 
previouslv. 

The  Lune  Fishery  Board  held  their  meetmg 
at  Lancaster  on  Saturday,  Jan.  10.  The  report, 
which  was  adopted,  showed  the  season  of  1902 
had  been  better  than  1901.  The  salmon  had  been 
more  numerous  on  the  spawning  beds  than  for 
some  years  previously.    There  had  been  a  great 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


LIGHT  V.  HEAVY  RODS. 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  writing  on  the  above  subject 
your  correspondent  •'  Viator  "  somewhat  overstates 
the  weight  of  British  made  rods  (9Jft.  to  10ft.) 
when  he  states  that  weight  as  probably  12oz.  to 
16oz. 

I  possess  a  12ft.  steel-centred  rod  which  weighed, 
when  bought,  I3oz.  ;  but  I  have  since  reduced  the 
weight  a  trifle  by  reducing  the  size  of  the  handle. 
I  have  also  inquired  of  the  makers  (a  London  firm) 
as  to  the  weight  of  their  9ift.  to  10ft.,  but  un- 
fortunately there  were  none  in  stock  of  that  size. 
They  however  weighed  in  my  presence  one  of  lOJft. 
which  just  turned  the  scale  at  9Joz. 

Your  other  correspondent,  "  Val  Conson,"  has 
evidently  fallen  into  the  very  error  of  which  he 
accuses  you — namely,  confounding  equipoise  with 
weight ;  apparently  losing  sight  of  the  fact  that 
equipoise  is  a  synonym  for  balance. — Yours  truly, 

Henry  Tisley. 


RE  LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  "Val  Conson's"  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  3,  kindly  allow  us  to 
say  that  the  bamboos  used  by  the  American  makers 
are  well  known  to  us,  and  that  we  use  the  same, 
and  also  other  kinds  which  we  believe  are  superior 
in  strength  and  rigidity,  though  slightly  heavier. 

His  statement  that  "  he  has  no  doubt  whatever 
that  the  American  makers  will  be  quite  prepared 
to  turn  out  6oz.  to  8oz.  rods,  which  will  do  all  that 
Mr.  Warrington  Baden  Powell's  lljoz.  'Hardy' 
rod  will  do,"  is  surely  an  error.  When  writing  this 
he  evidently  did  not  know  what  kinds  of  bamboo 
we  were  working,  one  of  which  (the  "Palakona  ")  is 
that  used  in  the  construction  of  Mr.  Warrington 
Baden  Powell's  rod.  In  our  opinion  thi-j  bamboo 
produces  rods  of  greater  power  and  strength  than 
anything  which  has  hitherto  been  used. 

The  "  Hardy-Marston  "  rod,  noticed  in  your  issue 
of  Dec.  13,  1902,  is  also  made  of  this  bamboo,  and 
we  feel  sure  that  anyone  handling  that  rod  must 
be  convinced  of  its  great  power  by  the  mere  feel 
of  it. 

Mr.  W.  B.  P.'s  lljoz.  rod  is  quite  a  special  design 
with  extra  fittings,  therefore  it  cannot  be  compared 
with  an  ordinary  three  joint  rod.  If  this  rod  was 
made  as  an  ordinary  three  joint  rod,  it  would  be 
considerably  lighter,  and  if  fittings  as  thin  as  those 
used  on  the  American  rods  were  employed,  it  would 
probably  come  out  under  8oz. 

He  is  quite  right  in  saying  that  much  of  the 
difference  between  English  and  American  rods  lies 
in  the  bamboo,  but  it  is  in  the  quantity  and  not  in 
the  kind,  our  rods  being  of  stouter  build  and  more 
power.  Allowance  has  also  to  be  made  for  our 
style  of  fittings — that  is,  rubber  button  and  screw 
cap,  longer  handle,  etc.  It  is,  however,  an  open 
question  whether  this  additional  weight,  which  is 
mostly  in  the  hand  and  permits  a  change  of  grasp, 
so  that  one  may  ease  the  hand  when  desired,  is  not 
an  advantage  when  compared  with  a  short  handle 
which  does  not  permit  this. 

We  certainly  cannot  agree  with  him  that  "  equi- 
poise has  nothing  to  do  with  the  argument  "  ;  wo 
think  it  has  everything  to  do  with  it,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  important  points  in  the  building  of  a  rod ; 
but  this  is  a  matter  we  will  not  go  into  in  this 
letter. 

We  must  again  repeat  that  we  have  not  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  producing  rods  equally  as 
light  as  those  produced  by  any  American  firm, 
provided  that  we  use  the  same  length  of  handle, 
weight  of  fittings,  and  jouits.  One  of  the  bamboos 
we  employ,  as  we  have  pointed  out,  is  the  same  as 
the  Americans  use.  It  therefore  passes  ovir  com- 
prehension to  understand  how  it  is  possible  that 
the  same  bamboo  should  be  lighter  and  stronger  if 
built  in  America  than  if  built  in  England. 

We  have  picked  out  from  our  stock  a  couple  of 
rods,  one  8ft.  6in.,  weighing  5|oz.,  the  other  9ft.  6in., 
weighing  6|oz.  The  first  is  made  of  Calcutta 
bamboo,  the  second  of  "Palakona."  These  two 
rods  vary  very  widely  in  power,  the  "Palakona" 
rod  being  really  a  dry  fly  rod,  and  able  to  carry  a 
fairly  heavy  line,  and  with  a  fair  amount  of  driving 
power.  We  will  be  glad  if  you  will  kindly  examine 
these  rods,  and  say  how  they  differ  from  the 
American.  If  possible  we  should  also  like  "Val 
Conson"  to  uispect  them. — Yours  faithfully. 

Hardy  Brothers. 

P.S. — These  rods  can,  of  course,  be  made  much 
lighter,  but  is  it  necessary  ? 

[I  will  send  the  rods  to  "Val  Conson,"  who 
will,  I  feel  sure,  be  glad  to  see  them  and  say  what 
he  thinks  of  them. — Ed.] 


RE  LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sib, — As  a  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I 
have  taken  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  the  corre- 
spondence on  "Light  Rods"  which  has  recently 
appeared  in  your  paper. 

I  have  no  intention  of  contributing  anything 
myself,  but  "Viator's"  imjustifiable  and  un- 
provoked attack  on  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  (a  personal 
friend  of  mine)  I  cannot  allow  to  pass. 

As  a  Northumbrian  I  have  often  been  through 
Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers'  splendid  factory,  and  in 
my  opinion — based  on  personal  knowledge — I  con- 
sider Mr.  Hardy's  remarks  on  the  occasion  of  the 
reunion  of  the  employ^j  of  his  firm  might,  with 
justification,  have  been  considerably  amplified.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  angling  world  are  deeply 
indebted  to  him  for  the  many  improvements  he  has 
been  the  means  of  effecting,  and  I  am  quite  safe  in 
saying  that  no  one  understands  the  art  of  rod- 
making  better  than  he  does,  while  "Viator's" 
claim  to  any  knowledge  of  the  subject  is  probably 
that  of  an  amateur  only. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  add  that  I  have  had  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  from  Messrs.  Hardy  rods  as 
low  as  4:^oz.  in  weight. — I  am,  etc., 

Nobthitmbrian. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Warston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Uunstan  s  House,  Vetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Oflice.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
and  Indian  Govemment  Publications  can  be  had  on  application. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  AND  THE  TRANSVAAL. 

Dear  Sir. — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  3  the  question 
is  discussed  of  the  suitability  of  Salmo  irideus  ;  it  is 
a  matter  of  some  interest  to  me,  and  I  have  taken 
some  trouble  to  get  absolute  information  of  the  life 
history  of  this  most  interesting  and  sporting  trout. 
In  this  case,  as  in  so  many  analogous  ones,  a  fish 
which  does  well  in  one  part  of  the  world  is  assumed 
to  do  equally  well  in  another,  without  taking  into 
consideration  climate,  geographical  and  other 
conditions. 

For  all  ordinary  sporting  purposes  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  away  from  its  more  or  less  natural 
habitat  the  rainbow  is  a  failure. 

Some  years  ago  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, of  which  I  am  a  member,  hatched  about  10,000 
rainbow  ova,  and  we  put  a  fair  stock  of  yearlings 
into  a  land-locked  tarn,  where  we  have  been  able  to 
watch  their  habits  pretty  closely.  Our  experience 
was  that  as  two-year-old  fish  they  were  simply 
magnificent  sporting  fish,  but  ever  since  then  they 
have  become  sluggish,  and  we  shall  hatch  no  more 
rainbows. 

Some  years  ago  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Angling  Asso- 
ciation at  Alnwick  told  me  that  they  had  stocked 
the  river  Aln  with  rainbows,  but  had  never  seen  a 
fish.  The  following  year  the  net  fishermen  in  the 
estuary  had  a  phenomenal  take  of  sea-trout,  which 
turned  out  to  be  the  missing  rainbows 

These  are  two  actual  expsriences  over  here,  and 
from  the  citations  which  follow  it  will  be  clear  that 
a  previous  acquaintance  with  the  natural  history  of 
the  rainbow  would  have  saved  the  disappointment 
in  both  these  instances. 

In  your  issue  of  Jan.  3  there  is  an  extract  from 
the  American  Field,  including  interesting  statements 
from  Dr.  Evermann,  Ichthyologist  to  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission,  and  from  Professor  Jordan, 
of  Leland  Stanford  Junior  University.    These  same 
two  eminent  American  naturalists  have  just  pub- 
lished (London:  Constable  &  Co.)  a  delightfully 
interesting  and  comprehensive  history  of  "  Ameri- 
can Food  and  Game  Fishes."    From  this  authority 
we  learn  that  there  are  six  species  of  rainbow  ;  that 
the  rainbow  of  the  cultui-ist  is  not  the  typical  rain 
bow,  but  is  Salmo  shasta  or  the  McCloud  river  rain- 
bow trout,  and  it  is  on  the  McCloud  river  that  th 
United  States  Fish  Commission  has  carried  on  fo 
many  years  its  fish-cultural  operations. 

On  page  I9d  occurs  the  following :  "  The  rainbow, 
like  the"  brook  trout"  (English  readers  must  b 
reminded  that  in  America  our  brook  trout  does  no 
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exist,  but  by  that  term  is  meant  the  eastern  brook 
trout,  which  really  is  not  a  trout  at  all,  it  being 
Salvelinvs  fontinalis),  "  will  live  in  water  with  a 
comparatively  high  temperature  if  it  is  plentiful 
and  running  with  a  strong  current ;  but  in  sluggish 
water,  even  when  the  temperature  is  considerably 
lower,  neither  species  will  do  well.  .  .  The  water  of 
the  streams  in  which  the  rainbow  is  native  varies 
in  temperature  from  thirty-eight  degrees  in  winter 
to  a  bout  seventy  degrees  in  summer. "  On  page  200  : 
"  There  is,  however,  no  comparison  between  the 
rainbow  in  its  native  Californian  mountain  streams 
and  those  introduced  into  eastern  waters,  where  the 
warmer  temperature  has  enervated  them,  and  where 
they  have  grown  large  and  fat  and  sluggish." 

In  reply  to  some  questions  of  mine.  Dr.  Jordan 
wrote  me  a  short  time  since  and  said  that  the 
spawning  grounds  of  this  fish  are  at  a  distance  of 
over  three  hundred  miles  from  the  sea,  and  that 
"it  is  certainly  the  tendency  of  all  rainbow  trout  to 
run  down  to  the  sea  if  they  can." 

The  study  of  the  life  history  of  this  fish  is  a  most 
fascinating  one,  but  I  must  not  say  more,  as  I  think 
the  above  facts  will  be  sufficient  for  the  guidance  of 
your  correspondents. — Yours  truly, 

Manchester.  Pebcy  Glass. 

[Mr.  Glass's  letter  is  most  interesting.  I  think  he 
will  find  that  the  brown  trout  (S.  fario)  is  acclimat- 
ised in  the  States.  The  rainbow  becomes  a  greater 
enigma  every  year ;  I  wonder  if  others  who  have 
tried  the  rainbow  in  lakes  which  they  could  not 
escape  from  have  had  the  same  disappointing  ex- 
perience as  that  described  by  the  president  of  the 
Manchester  Anglers'  Association  ?  It  must  be 
remembered  that  it  is  just  possible  if  ordinary 
brown  trout  had  been  tried  in  the  land-locked  tarn 
the  result  would  have  been  the  same — that  is,  good 
fishing  for  a  time  and  then  anunaccoimtaWe  falling 
off ;  this  has  frequently  happened  where  reservoirs 
have  been  stocked  with  S.  fario,  chiefly,  I  think, 
caused  by  the  want  of  proper  spawning  streams  and 
the  exhaustion  of  the  food  supply  in  some  cases. 
Still  there  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  that  our  native 
trout  is  the  best  fish  for  our  waters. — Ed.] 


FLY-DRESSING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Landrail's  "  query  may 
I  add  by  way  of  supplement  to  your  note  that  there 
are  crewel  wools  and  crewel  silks.  The  latter  are  a 
comparatively  modern  institution.  Crewel  wools 
are  almost  invariably  meant  when  crewel  is  given  as 
a  material  for  dubbing.  Crewel,  however,  soon 
becomes  dull  in  the  water,  and  is  not  to  be  compared 
with  seal's  fur  for  practical  purposes. 

Hare's  Ear  is  often  misleadingly  used  to  denote 
hare's  fur  from  the  face  as  well  as  from  the  ear. 
The  best  dubbing  is  undoubtedly  that  on  the  ear 
below  the  orifice,  but  up  the  back  of  the  ear  there  is 
a  line  of  fur  which  is  extremely  useful,  though  a 
little  difficult  to  spin  on  to  the  silk.  The  pinky 
sandy  dun  fur  from  the  poll  of  the  hare  is  by  no 
means  to  be  neglected ;  it  is  admirable  for  all  sorts 
of  pale  rusty  duns,  for  August  Duns,  Sandflies,  and 
the  Autumn  Cinnamon  Fly,  The  face  of  the  hare 
has  a  variety  of  coarser  fibres  which  may  be  spun 
on  the  silk  and  picked  out  for  legs. — Yours  truly, 

Val  Conson. 


QUERIES  OF  A  BEGINNER  IN  FLY 
FISHING. 

Dear  Sib, — As  "Landrail"  has  mentioned  my 
name  in  his  letter  on  the  above,  requesting  me  to 
reply,  I  hasten  to  do  so,  but  can  only  assure  him 
that  your  excellent  advice  in  the  footnote  you 
append  if  carried  out  will  be  of  great  service  to  him. 
However,  if  "  Landrail  "  prefers  practising  on  water 
he  must  not  draw  his  flies  too  near  to  where  he 
stands,  or  he  will  probably  be  unable  to  lift  them 
out  of  the  water  at  all,  and  he  may,  in  attempting 
to  do  so,  break  the  top  of  his  rod,  as  strain  put  on 
the  rod  when  nearly  upright  will  sometimes  cause 
even  a  really  good  piece  of  wood  or  cane  to  break 
short  oS  without  any  sign  of  splintering.  I  think 
the  letter  D,  capital,  describes  the  course  the  rod 
should  take  better  than  a  circle  or  reversed  figure 
six,  as  suggested  by  "  Landrail  "  ;  at  any  rate,  this 
seems  to  me  the  course  of  the  rod  in  the  right  round 
hand  cast  ;  if  the  point  of  the  rod  goes  over  the  left 
shoulder  it  would,  of  course,  be  a  capital  D  reversed, 
thus  (J.  I  should  suggest  a  somewhat  shorter  line 
on  water,  say,  ten  yards  to  start  with,  supposing  the 
rod  to  be  about  ten  feet,  and  let  "  Landrail  "  try 
this  plan  also.  Let  him  proceed,  as  you  say,  by 
laying  his  rod  down,  butt  towards  the  water,  pulling 
the  line  out  straight  and  then  casting  on  to  the 
water,  letting  his  whole  arm  and  hand  go  out  as  far 
as  he  can  reach,  now  commence  drawing  his  line 
towards  him,  keeping  the  tip  of  rod,  say,  six  feet 
from  surface  of  water,  and  when  his  hand  has  got 
to  within  about  a  foot  from  his  right  shoulder  gently 


raise  the  tip  of  the  rod  without  hesitating,  and  by 
wrist  movement  only  swing  it  round  towards  the 
left  to  cast  right  in  front,  or  towards  the  right,  and 
vice  verfd,  hesitating  just  sufficient  length  of  time 
for  the  line  to  get  out  straight  behind,  and  then 
come  down,  the  down  stroke  of  the  D.  If  the  for- 
ward stroke  is  begun  when  the  line  is  in  the  curve 
behind,  off  goes  your  fly  with  a  crack  like  what  a 
tandem  whip  makes.  This  does  not  seem  very  ex- 
plicit, but  it  is  rather  difficult  to  describe  on  paper 
how  it  should  be  done  ;  but  if  anything  is  not  clear 
"Landrail"  must  ask  for  explanations,  and  I  will 
willingly  give  them. 

Re  Hare's  Ear,  the  sandy  fur  "  Landrail ' '  mentions, 
I  prefer  for  such  flies  as  light  March  Brown  and  a 
light  variety  of  Grannom,  mixed  with  water-rat  for 
the  latter,  and  other  flies  too  numerous  to  mention. 
The  dark  mottled  is  useful  for  dark  March  Brown, 
Woodcock  Wing,  Hare's  Ear,  etc.  Crewel  work 
is  all  done  with  the  bright  silk  "  Landrail  "  mentions, 
but  in  Francis's  day  it  was  the  dyed  yam  you  speak 
of  that  was  used  ;  silk  I  expect  was  more  expensive 
than  it  is  now. — Yours  truly,        Peter  Alison. 

Redditch. 


FISHING  NEAR  ROTHESAY. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  a  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
in  which  [I  take  much  interest,  I  would  be  pleased 
if  you  could  let  me  know  if  there  is  any  fishing  near 
Rothesay,  and  what  river  or  streams  are  the  best, 
as  we  want  to  make  it  our  centre. — Yours  truly, 

Oldham.  Joseph  Roberts. 

[There  are  some  small  lochs  and  streams  in  Bute, 
and  some  rather  indifferent  trout  fishing.  Mr. 
Roberts  should  get  "  The  Sportsman  and  Tourist's 
Guide  to  Scotland,"  price  Is.,  sold  at  the  bookstalls, 
a  most  useful  work. — Ed.] 


THOSE  KNOTS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  pleased  to  see  that  Mr. 
Wm.  H.  Pearsall  has  given  my  knot  a  trial.  It  was 
described  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  16,  1899,  and 
several  of  my  friends  who  have  adopted  it  swear 
by  it.  I  myself  have  used  it  for  the  last  three 
years  for  all  kinds  of  casts,  from  salmon  casts  to 
roach  casts,  and  have  never  found  the  knot  fail. 
It  is  'most  useful  for  repairing  a  weak  spot  in  a 
cast,  as  it  obviates  the  necessity  of  drawing  part  of 
the  cast  and  the  fly  through  the  loop  of  an  ordinary 
knot.  I  have  been  for  some  time  on  the  point  of 
writing  to  you  to  give  publicity  to  the  following 
knot  for  tying  laces  of  fishing  boots  and  ordinary 
laced  boots,   but  have  hesitated  to  do  so  as  I 
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thought  the  knot  was  so  well  known.  I  find,  how- 
ever, on  inquiry,  that  very  few  people  know  of  it. 
It  was  shown  to  me  by  a  lady,  who  called  it  the 
"tennis  knot."  It  is  such  a  comfort  to  have  a 
reliable  knot  or  bow  to  one's  boots,  whether  one  is 
fishing  or  otherwise  employed,  that  I  offer  no  apology 
for  submitting  a  sketch  of  this  knot.  It  will  be 
seen  that  it  is  very  simple — an  ordinary  reef  knot 
with  one  of  the  ends  passed  through  the  loop  a 
second  time.  When  drawn  tight,  not  too  tight,  by 
the  ends  it  forms  a  knot  that  does  not  come  un- 
fastened, and  can  be  easily  unfastened.  A  bow  can 
be  tied,  if  necessary,  in  the  same  way. — Yours  truly, 
Gosport,  Jan.  6.  F.  G.  Johnson. 


A  21LB.  PIKE  WITH  BUT  ONE 
VENTRAL  FIN. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  am  sending  you  per  this 
post  a  photograph  of  a  211b.  pike  caught  by  a  friend 
of  mine  on  the  Wye  near  Ross  on  Friday,  Jan.  3. 
You  will  notice  that  it  has  only  one  ventral  fin,  and 
there  is  not  the  slightest  sign  of  there  ever  having 


His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has 
consented  to  become  a  patron  of  the  Ulster  Anglers' 
Association,  Belfsist,  which  is  the  largest  angling 
club  in  Ireland,  as  it  musters  over  two  hundred 
members.  The  members  highly  appreciate  the 
complirnent, 


been  two.  I  should  be  obliged  if  you  would  let  mo 
know  if  this  is  a  solitary  case.  Please  excuse  the 
lower  part  of  the  fish  being  out  of  focus,  my  main 
object  being  to  reproduce  the  most  interesting  part. 
— Yours  faithfully,  G.  Evans. 

P.S. — You  may  make  whatever  use  you  like  of 
the  photograph.  I  have  not  mounted  it,  thinking 
you  may  like  to  fix  it  in  some  interesting  scrap-book 
of  your  own. 

[I  never  saw  a  pike  with  only  one  ventral  fin,  and 
am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Evans  for  the  photograph 
and  particulars. — Ed.] 


THE  INVENTOR  OF  THE  "DERBY 
KILLER." 

Dear  Sir, — You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mr. 
Bullock,  of  Derby,  the  inventor  of  the  "  Derby 
Killer,"  is  not  dead  as  reported  in  your  issue  of 
Dec.  27,  1902,  and  that  he  occasionally  wields  his 
minnow  with  all  his  old  skill.  Like  another  local 
celebrity  of  about  the  same  age  (John  Fosbrooke,  of 
Hartington)  he  still  fishes  the  Dove. — Yours  faith- 
fully, W,  Swindell. 

Albert-street,  Derby. 

[I  am  glad  to  find  Mr.  Bullock  is  still  with  us  in 
the  flesh  and  able  to  fish. — Ed.] 


TABS  FOR  MARKING  SALMON  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  us  who  sup- 
plies plates  for  marking  kelts?  We  would  require 
them  with  initials  "  H.  Y.,"  and  numbered  from 
0  to  100.  We  will  feel  obliged  if  you  will  let  us  have 
a  reply  per  an  early  post. — Yours  truly. 

Hardy  Brothers. 
\See  article  on  page  44. — Ed.] 


GREAVES  OR  SCRATCHINGS  AS  A  BAIT 
FOR  CHUB. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell 
me  how  the  Nottingham  anglers  use  the  above  as  a 
bait  for  chub  ?  Does  it  have  to  be  prepared  in  any 
way  or  is  it  used  as  obtained  from  chandlers  ; 
should  it  be  used  in  clear  or  coloured  water,  and  is 
it  best  in  winter  or  summer  ?  I  have  never  heard 
of  this  bait  being  used  on  the  Severn,  and  would  like 
to  give  it  a  trial. — Yours  truly, 

A  Would-be  Chubber. 

["Greaves  or  '  scratchings '  are  the  refuse  of  a 
tallow-chandler's  melting-copper  pressed  into  large 
cakes.  The  best  are  made  by  the  lard  renderers 
and  refiners.  To  prepare  it  for  use,  it  is  broken  up 
and  scalded.  The  whitest  portions  are  chosen  for 
the  hook,  and  the  others  used  as  ground-bait  for 
barbel,  chub,  etc." — From  "AngUng  and  How  to 
Angle."] 

LICENCE  FOR  SINGLE  SALMON  ROD. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wish  you  would  kindly  give  us  poor 
Shannon  salmon  anglers  a  word  of  advnce  and 
assistance  on  a  legal  point  which  concerns  us  not  a 
little  since  we  are  poor,  and  a  pound  the  more  or 
less  is  a  consideration  with  us.  You  will  see  in  a 
moment  that  it  is  solely  a  poor  man's  question,  and. 
so  far  as  I  know,  only  arises  on  the  open  waters  of 
the  Shannon. 

The  spring  fishing  on  this  river,  as  you  doubtless 
well  know,  is  entirely  by  trolling,  and  in  this  style 
of  fishing  two  rods  can  be  used  by  the  angler  as 
conveniently  as  one,  and  doubtless  with  more  suc- 
cess, although  it  certainly  requires  a  man  to  be 
something  of  an  expert  to  feel  quite  at  home  in  a 
boat  by  himself  on  a  raging  winter  flood  with  two 
long  lines  out  and  a  fierce  201b.  springer  on  the  end 
of  one  of  them.  But  then  we  chance  it ;  and  now 
for  some  seasons  past  the  Fishery  Board  insists  that 
the  man  who  thus  trolls  with  two  rods  for  salmon 
must  take  out  two  licences  of  £1  each,  one  for  each 
rod.  This  I  think  a  hardship,  especially  to  the  poor 
man  who  is  quite  imable  to  treat  himself  to  the 
luxury  of  a  boatman,  and  who  consequently  fishes 
alone. 

The  "gentleman"  angler  who  employs  a  boatman 
takes  out  two  licences,  one  for  himself  and  one  for 
his  boatman,  and  the  latter  in  the  occasional  absence 
of  the  former  fishes  the  two  rods  without  let  or 
hindrance.  In  fact,  the  object  of  giving  him  a 
licence  is  to  qualify  him  to  do  this,  and  at  Castle- 
connell,  where  the  character  of  the  water  renders 
two  boatmen  necessary,  there  are  three  licences  in 
each  boat,  one  for  each  man  fishing. 

The  licence  (a  copy  of  which  I  enclose)  purports 
to  be  on  the  face  of  it  a  licence  for  "  single  salmon 
rod,"  but  the  word  "  single  "  is  here  used  in  contra- 
distinction to  another  sort  of  rod  (or  rods)  for  which 
a  higher  duty  has  to  be  paid,  namely,  "cross  lines 
and  rods,"  and  is  meant  to  be  descriptive  of  the  sort 
of  rod  which  the  licence  gives  the  licence-holder 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 

A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

B.  Great  Western  (Paddington).  V.  h.  li.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

C.  South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo  G.  Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge  U.  North- Western  (Euston). 

and  New  Cross).  I.  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street), 

D.  South-Western  (Waterloo). 


Abingpon,  B,  Berks,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 

Addi.estone  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 

Althornb  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 

AmbeRLKY  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  Sd,,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  3s.  6ii.). 

Ameksham  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  23}  ;  23.  3d. 

Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  2d. 

Ardleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56  ;  43.  9d. 

Arlesey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 

ASHURST  (iMedway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 

Audley  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  6jd. 

Aylesbury  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48  ;  3s.  8d. 

Barcombk  Mills  (Ouse)  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  6d. 

Battlesbridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29  ;  2s.  41d. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50 ;  5s. 

Berkhampstead  (G..1.C.),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  2s.  lid. 

Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 

BiLLERICAY  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  2b  ;  2s. 

Billinghurst  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  43.  8d. 

Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 

Blake  Hall  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  9id. 

Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46}  ;  4s.  lid. 

Bldnham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68  ;  5s.  3d. 

Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  5s.  2d. 

BOTTISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61}  ;  5s.  lid. 

Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28}  ;  3s. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22}  ;  2s.  8d. 

BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24i  ;  2s.  6d. 

Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  3s.  lOd. 

Braughing  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  30i  ;  2s.  7id. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  m  ;  7s.  3id. 

Bricket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 

Broxbourne  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  l7i  ;  Is.  6d. 

Buntingford  (Rib),  Herts,  33}  ;  2s.  lid. 

BURES  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54  ;  4s.  6id. 

Burnham-ON-Crouch,  a,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3d. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77};  6s.  6d. 

Burnt  Mill  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  25  ;  Is.  lltd. 

BUSHEY  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  8d. 

Bypleet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 

Castle  Hedinghasi  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56i ; 
4s.  ll{d. 

Chalfont  Road  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22  ;  2s. 
Chappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  6l>}  ;  4s.  2}d. 
Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
CHELMSFORD  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29}  ;  2s.  6id. 
Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Chbsham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  5d. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14}  ;  Is.  2d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  Ijd. 
Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.  8d. 
Cholsey  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  484  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62 ;  5s.  3d. 
Cobham  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18}  ;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51}  ;  4s.  4}d. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57j- ;  4s.  6d. 
Colnbrook  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
CookhAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25}  ;  2s.  lOd. 
COWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  3s. 


Cranbrook  (Medway),  C,  48  ;  4s. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis. 
Culham  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  56}  ;  5s.  lOd. 
DatcheT  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28}  ;  2s.  3d. 
BORKING  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  8d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86}  ;  7s.  3d. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  3s.  6d. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s. 
Edenbridge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Siu'rey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 
Elstree  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  3s.  04d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70}  ;  5s.  ll}d 
Enfield  Look  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 
Eppino  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5}d. 
Esher  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14i  ;  Is.  6d. 
Fambridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Fittle\vorth  (Arun),  F,  52  ;  5s.  3d. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  4s.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  3s.  6d. 
FULWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44} ;  4s.  9d. 
GOUDHURST  (Medway),  C,  38  ;  4s. 
GT.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  3s.  lOid. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Missendbn  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29  ;  2s.  9d. 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  76} :  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28} ;  33.  2d. 
GUNTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138  ;  10s. 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25}  ;  23.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62}  ;  4s.  8}d. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14} ;  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  9d. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26}  ;  2s.  l}d. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27}  ;  2s.  5d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17}  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield Peverel (Chelmer), A,Essex,36 ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkuurst  (Medway),  C,  47  ;  4s. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37 ;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35}  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24}  ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11}  ;  Is. 
Hilgay  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  6s.  10}d. 
Horlby  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HOBSMONDKN  (Medway),  C,  40  ;  4s. 


Horsted  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36} ;  3s.  lOd. 
Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114} ;  9s.  6d. 
HUNTINGDON  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  68}  ;  6s.  2d. 
Hythe,  C,  66}  ;  6s.  9d. 

IRCHBSTER  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langlby  (Canal),  II,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12 ;  Is.  3d. 
LAKENHEATH  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  6s.  ll}d. 
Langford  Hall   Fishery  (Blackwater),  A, 

Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3}d.    (Change  at  Witham.) 
Lanqley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Lbagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19}  ;  2s. 
Leiqhton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  2d. 
LINGFIELD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  8d. 
Littlbport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76  ;  6s.  5d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61}  ;  5s.  2}d. 
Lodghton  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  0}d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117}  ;  lis. 
Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24}  ;  2s.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3d. 
Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  5s.  Oid. 
March  (Nene,  &c.).  A,  Cambs,  88 ;  6s.  4d. 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 
Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  ll}d. 
Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  3s.  3d. 
MlDHURST  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  6s.  4}d. 
MouLSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  53.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55}  ;  5s.  lOd. 
OnGar  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22 ;  Is.  ll}d. 
Oxted  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31}  ;  4s. 
PanGBOURNE  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  4s.  4d. 
PARK  Street  C^'er),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10;  9d. 
Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Pulborouqh  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  (By 

Eldridge's  Excursions,  3s.  6d.). 
BADLETT  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
RADLEY,  B,  Berks,  68}  ;  6s.  2d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  23. 


Rickmansworth  (Colne),  HI,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  9d 
ROYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
RUDGWICK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44 ;  4s.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19 ;  Is.  8d. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20  ;  2s.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  6s.  2d. 
ST.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20} ;  Is.  9d. 
.St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51}  ;  6s.  5d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44  ;  43.  7d. 
Sawbridgbworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29;  2s.i3}d. 
Selham  (Rother),  F,  Sussex,  58  ;  5s.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  3s.  2d. 
Rharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  ;  5s.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  5s. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  4s.  5}d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames'),  D,  Middlesex,  18}  ;  23. 
Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  35}  ;  3s.  7d. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18}  ;  Is.  lid. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  I),  Middlesex,  19}  ;  2s. 
Standon  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  29}  ;  2s.  6}d. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37 ;  3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58}  ;  43.  ll}d. 
SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47J  ;  4s.  lid. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49}  ;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A.  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  3}  d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3s. 
TlLKHURST  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 
Tonbridge  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  33.  3d. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  II,  Herts,  31}  ;  3s.  4d. 
TWYFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 
Uxbridge  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15}  ;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23 ;  2s.  6d. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  lid. 
Warorave,  B,  Berks,  33  ;  3s.  5d. 
Waterbbach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  5s.  2d. 
Waterinobury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46  ;  43. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  33}  ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  4s.  8d. 
West  Mn.L  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  2s.  9}d. 
Wbybridoe  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  2s. 
Whittlbsford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  43.  2d. 
Wiokford  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  20  ;  23.  2d. 
WIDPORD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39 ;  33.  3}d. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24}; 
2s.  6d. 

Woodham  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d. 
WeAYSBURY  (Thms.& Colne),  D,Bucks,  21}; 23.3d. 
Wroxham  (Broads,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  122} ;  lis. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Yaldinq  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38};  4s. 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis. 


permission  to  use,  and  not  necessarily  restrictive  of 
the  number  of  rods.  The  Fisheries  Acts  are  full  of 
such  expressions  as  "rods  used  singly  for  taking 
trout,  perch,"  and  so' on,  the  point  being  to  keep 
rods  not  so  used — that  is,  cross-line  rods — as  a  class 
apart. 

The  Fisheries  Acts  themselves  do  not  help  one  at 
all  in  tliis  case  ;  in  fact,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  the 
possibility  of  an  angler  using  two  rods  at  the  same 
time  was  never  contemplated  by  them. 

I  should  feel  very  grateful  for  anything  that 
would  help  our  magistrates  to  a  right  decision  in  a 
case  of  this  kind,  for  there  is  nothing  in  statute  or 
bye-law  on  the  subject  which  is  relevant,  and  it 
certainly  seems  to  me  a  great  injustice,  and  an 
absurdity  to  compel  an  angler,  no  matter  how  he 
angles,  to  take  out  two  rod  licences,  and  that  under 
a  smart  penalty  too. — Yours  truly,  Mona. 

Athlone. 

[Sorry  I  cannot  agree  with  "  Mona"  in  this  case, 
as  it  is  quite  certain  the  intention  of  the  Legislature 
was  to  licence  one  rod  only.  If  two  could  be  used 
with  one  licence  the  revenue  from  the  rods  would 
drop  very  greatly,  and  we  should  find  anglers 
worming  a  salmon  pool  with  one  set  of  tackle  with 
rod  on  tlie  ground  and  fly-fishing  the  pool  with 
another  rod  and  tackle. — Ed.] 

FEDERATION  OF  ANGLING  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Dear  Sib, — May  I  be  permitted  to  make  use  of 
your  columns  to  bring  before  the  notice  of  the 
angling  world  a  resolution  of  the  executive  council 
of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  passed  some 
time  ago  to  the  effect  that  I  should  write  to  the 
large  angling  associations  of  the  country  asking  if 
two  representatives — say,  chairman  and  secretary — 
would  be  willing  to  attend  a  preliminary  conference 
to  discuss  the  question  of  forming  one  great  federa- 
tion for  protection  and  general  advancement  of  the 
sport  of  angling :  such  federation  not  to  interfere 
with  tlie  individuality  of  the  various  associations, 
yet  enable  them  to  act  together  in  opposing  any- 
thing detrimental  to  the  general  interests,  and  to 
take  better  advantage  of  opportunities  for 
improvement. 

It  is  essential  that  the  proposed  conference  shall 
be  thoroughly  representative  for  its  decisions  to  be 


effective,  and  though  favourable  replies  have  been 
received  from  several  leading  associations,  others 
have  not  yet  replied.  There  are  also  several  large 
bodies  whom  I  have  been  unable  to  write  to,  not 
knowing  their  addresses. 

A  very  little  consideration  will,  I  think,  convince 
anglers  that  something  of  the  nature  of  the  proposed 
federation  is  needed,  if  only  to  ascertain  the  feeling 
of  the  majority  in  reference  to  an  amendment  of 
the  Fresh-water  Fislieries  Act,  which  at  present 
practically  treats  all  coaise  fish  as  vermin ;  many 
other  important  matters  will  suggest  themselves  as 
suitable  for  discussion  by  a  national  representative 
body  such  as,  it  ^is  hoped,  the  proposed  federation 
will  become. 

As  our  executive  council  will  meet  again  early  in 
February,  I  respectfully  ask  the  secretaries  who 
have  not  yet  replied,  and  all  secretaries  of  amalgama- 
tions who  have  not  hitherto  received  any  application, 
to  kindly  communicate  with  me  before  the  end  of 
the  present  month. — Yours  truly, 

Thos.  W.  Redfoed, 
Hon.  Sec.  Northern  Anglers' 
Bolton,  Jan.  12.  Association. 


Dear  Sir, 


SIMPLE  ROD  RING. 

-I  send  you  a  sketch  of  a  ring  of  strong 
wire  for  a  pike  rod  or  of  suitable 
wire  for  any  rod.  I  have  never 
seen  one  like  it.  The  lino  in  run- 
ning cannot  run  against  and  wear 
the  whipping,  and  the  tangs  being 
spread  a  little  sidewaysfix  the  ring 
firm  and  it  cannot  wobble  each 
way.  The  tangs  should  be  beaten 
and  filed  to  lie  to  the  side  of  the 
rod  and  no  edges  stand  out. — 
Yours  truly.  Countryman. 


"TOM  BROWN  "  AND  THE  TROUT  FISHER. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  extract  is  copied  from 
"Tom  Brown  at  Oxford,"  an  old  friend  of  mine 
which  I  have  just  been  reading  again  :— 

"The  trout  fisher,  like  the  landscape  painter, 
haunts  the  loveliest  places  of  the  earth  and  haunts 
them  alone.    Solitude,  Nature,  and  his  own  thoughts 


— he  must  be  on  good  terms  with  all  these  ;  and  he 
who  can  take  kindly  the  largest  allowance  of  these 
is  likely  to  be  the  kindliest  and  truest  with  his 
fellow  men.  So,  good  luck  to  the  gentle  craft  and 
its  professors,  and  may  the  Fates  send  us  much  into 
their  company  ! " 

I  thought,  perhaps,  if  you  do  not  remember  the 
passage  it  may  interest  you.  Would  it  not  make  a 
neat  toast  ?— Yours  truly,  Wm.  Hampson. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Hampson  for  this  very 
interesting  note. — Ed.] 

ANOTHER  GOOD  CATCH  OF  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— On  Saturday,  Jan.  10,  "  The  Boston 
Bittern,"  "The  Midget,"  and  two  friends  again 
went  after  pike — result,  six  fish,  211b.,  best  6|lb., 
which  with  two  others,  41b.  to  51b.  each,  fell  to  "  The 
Midget,"  a  lad  of  twelve.  It  was  a  treat  to  see  this 
stripling  play  and  land  his  fish.  He  had  the  audacity 
to  back  himself  against  "The  Boston  Bittern  "  and 
another,  and  won  his  bet  handsomely.  To  show  ho 
was  on  the  alert  and  equal  to  the  occasion,  having 
caught  a  five-pounder,  he  left  "  The  Boston  Bittern  " 
to  extract  the  hooks,  and  collaring  dad's  rod  hooked 
the  best  fish  of  the  day,  and  then  another.  That  boy 
will  have  an  interesting  diary  to  wi-ite  some  day. — 
Yours  truly.  The  Boston  Bittern,  - 


An  elderly  man,  from  the  braes  of  Athol,  who 
had  never  seen  either  a  ship  or  sea  in  his  life,  once 
chanced  to  be  crossing  from  Kinghorn  to  Leith  on 
a  very  stormy  day,  and  as  the  vessel  heeled  terribly, 
he  ran  to  the  cords  and  held  down  with  his  whole 
vigour  to  keep  her  from  upsetting.  "Forte  sake 
of  our  Ihives,  shentles,  come  and  hold  town,"  cried 
he ;  "  or,  if  you  will  nhot  pe  helping  mhe,  I'll  Ihit 
you  all  go  to  the  bhottom  in  one  mhoment.  And 
you  ploughman  tore,  cannot  you  klieep  te  howe  of 
te  furr,  and  no  gang  ower  te  crown  of  te  rhi|;gs 
avaw  ?  Heich  ?  "  The  steersman  at  this  laughmg 
aloud,  the  Highlander  was  irritated,  and,  with  one 
of  the  levers,  he  ran  and  knocked  him  down. 
"  Nhow  !  laugh  you  nliow  !  "  said  he  ;  "  and  you 
weel  deserve  it  all,  for  it  was  you  who  put  her  so 
mhad,  kittling  her  thail  with  tat  pin." 
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NOTICES. 


[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  65.] 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  pulilished  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Boole- 
stalls,  and  of  the  prineipal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Connnunications  I'elating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Eeview,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  E.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FiSHiNQ  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  Hou.se,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  he  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made.' 

Foi-  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10s.  6<J. 

Si.K  Months  ditto  ditto    F,s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8c!. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  tlie  Contiiient,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  ed. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  ■.  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  o 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    1    5  II 

Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  colunui  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

Tlie  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

AdveiiisemeiHs  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 
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How  THEY  Advertise  Salmon  Rivers  in 
Canada.- 

"To  Let.— The  following  rivers  on  the  North 
Shore  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

Probable 
No.  No. 

Name  of  River.  rods.  Salmon. 

Birch      ...    1  40 

Manitou   i  25 

Sheldrake  or  Sawbili   ]  40 

Thunder  River  (trout  only)    1  — 

Magpie    1  fio 

St.  Johns  Lower  Pools    .5  300 

Bear  or  Victor    1  30 

Corneille   2  100 

Pishteebee    1  50 

Minacoughan  Quettashoo   I  50 

Little  Watischoo   2  60 

Napissipi    1  25-40 

Agwanis   2  75 

Mingan   2  200 

Manitou  (tributary  of  Mingan)      ...    1  75 
"Note. — Li  August  and  September,  after  the 
salmon  season  is  over,  grilse  and  trout  of  large  size 
are  plentiful  in  these  rivers,  and  give  excellent 
sport. 

?' These  rivers  can  be  reached  by  first-class 
steamer  from  Quebec,  sailing  weekly,  in  from 
thirty-six  to  sixty  hours." 

It  would  be  very  interesting  to  know  how  the 
actual    bags    correspond   with   the    "  probable 
numbers  given  above.    The  element  of  skill  does 
not  seem  to  count  with  the  advertisers  at  all. 


"The  Sports  of  the  World." 
Part  VI.  of  Messrs.  Cassell's  new  serial  publica- 
tion, "The  Sports  of  the  World,"-  edited  by  Mr. 
P.  G.  Aflalo,  is  a  most  interesting  number.  Dr. 
Tarleton  Bean's  article  on  "  The  Ways  of  the  Black 
Bass  "  is  well  illustrated,  and  shows  that  our  style 
of  fishing  is  not  quite  the  same  as  the  American. 
Mr.  Eustace  Miles  has  an  article  on  "  Fives,"  giving 
excellent  reasons  for  playing  the  game,  but  no  rules 
or  description  of  it.  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 
goes  deeply  into  the  art  and  science  of  "  Curhng,"- 
which  is  a  game  with  far  more  in  it  than  might  be 
imagined. 


wholesale  houses  inform  me  that  they  are  preparing 
to  meet  the  demand.  AH  the  same,  it  is  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  light  split-cane  and  other  fly  rods 
have  not  been  obtainable  in  this  country,  as  many 
of  the  best  houses  have  made  them  for  years  past 
under  the  name  of  brook  fly  rods  or  ladies'  fly  rods. 
At  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  on  Thursday  evening  last 
(Jan.  1.5)  there  was  an  interesting  discussion  on  the 
subject,  and  samples  of  American  and  other  rods 
were  shown. 


Clubs  and  the  Licensing  Act, 
All  clubs  where  alcoholic  liquors  are  supplied  to 
the  members  should  be  very  careful  indeed  to 
comply  with  the  law  as  established  under  the  new 
Licensing  Act,  under  which  secretaries  and  stewards 
are  liable  to  fine  or  imprisonment  if  the  require- 
ments of  the  Act  are  not  complied  with.  For 
instance,  it  is  illegal  to  supply  members  who  have 
not  paid  their  subscriptions  with  drinks.  Probably 
the  originator  of  this  Act  is  the  secretary  of  an 
angUng  club,  and  not  being  able  to  get  some  of  the 
members  to  pay  up  any  other  way,  he  had  this  Act 
passed.  It  will  be  a  perfect  godsend  to  secretaries 
and  committees.  R.  B.  Marston. 


"  SUBEEIT  "  FOE  EOD  HANDLES, 
FLOATS,  ETC. 

Fishing  rod  and  tackle  makers,  both  professional 
and  amateur,  who  do  not  know  it,  should  send  for 
a  sample  of  "  Suberit  "■  to  Mr.  Charles  A.  Gould, 
9  and  10,  Southampton-street,  High  Holborn, 
London.  It  answers  admirably  for  the  handles  of 
rods,  for  floats,  etc.  The  inventors  claim  for  it 
that : — 

"  '  Suberit'  is  made  from  shavings  of  the  finest 
quality  cork,  which,  after  having  been  ground  and 
carefully  sifted — whereby  all  defective  particles  are 
removed — are  thoroughly  mixed  with  a  binding 
solution  of  immense  strength  (the  principal  feature 
of  the  patent),  and  then  subjected  to  long  and 
great  hydrauHc  pressure,  by  which  the  whole  is 
converted  into  a  solid  mass  of  '  Suberit,'  or  cork. 
It  is  made  in  various  grains  (depending  on  the 
grinding  of  the  cork),  according  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  is  required.  It  will  easily  be  understood 
that  for  manufacturing  purposes,  owing  to  its 
beautiful  equahty  of  grain,  much  greater  density, 
strength,  durability,  etc.,  'Suberit'  is  in  many 
respects  vastly  superior  to  ordinary  cork,  the 
properties  of  which  it,  however,  retains. 

"The  Suberit  Fabrik,  Ltd.,  the  sole  proprietors 
and  manufacturers,  make  ■'  Suberit  '•  in  three 
different  grams,  namely: — 

"Quality  B  (finest  grain)  is  made  from  cork 
ground  almost  to  dust.  In  appearance  it  much 
resembles  leather,  it  being  quite  impossible  to  trace 
with  the  naked  eye  the  minute  particles  of  cork 
of  which  it  is  composed.  QuaUty  C  (fine  grain). 
This  quaUty,  which  consists  of  very  small  particles 
of  cork  (scarcely  visible),  is  a  most  excellent 
material  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  is 
strongly  recommended  to  those  requiring  articles 
made  of  '  Suberit '  in  fine  grain.  Quality  D  (coarse 
grain).  This  is  also  a  most  serviceable  material, 
and  will  be  found  by  many  manufacturers  to 
amply  meet  their  requirements.  The  ingredients 
used  are  of  precisely  the  same  quality  as  used  in 
Quahties  B  and  C,  the  only  difference  being  that 
the  particles  of  cork  are  considerably  larger  and 
plainly  visible  ;  they  are,  however,  just  as  firmly 
compressed  and  cemented  together.  This  quality, 
which  is  considerably  more  elastic  and  somewhat 
lighter  than  B  and  C,  is  nevertheless  equally  strong, 
and  will,  no  doubt,  be  considered,  for  certain 
purposes,  preferable. 

"  'Suberit'  has  all  the  advantageous  quaUties  of 
ordinary  cork,  but  none  of  its  disadvantages.  It 
is  far  superior  to  that  article  as  regards  durability, 
the  binding  solution— which  is  totally  in\isible— 
being  unaffected  by  wet,  dampness,  cold,  or  heat 
(boiling  water),  etc.  As  it  is  much  more  firm  and 
compact  than  ordinary  cork,  and  can  be  made  in 
large  thick  blocks  in  different  grains,  it  is  far  more 
suitable  for  manufacturing  purposes,  whilst  in 
appearance  it  stands  beyond  comparison,  having 
no  holes,  defective  or  unsightly  parts. 'i 


Oriental  Booes  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Alleu  and  Co.,  now 
pul)lished  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  F'etter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on  application. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


One  Trout  Supposed  to  have  Eaten 
35,000  Trout. 
The  Standard  of  Jan.  16  had  a  long  and  most 
favourable  notice  of  "  The  Halford  Dry-Fly  Series," 
which  is  evidently  written  by  a  good  angler— not 
always  the  case  as  regards  angUng  book  reviews. 
Here  is  a  bit  about  trout  and  the  destruction  one 
can  do. 

"  Pike,  as  Mr.  Halford  is  never  weary  of  pointing 
out,  cannot  have  too  persistent  a  war  waged  against 
them,  and,  in  view  of  the  number  of  these  ferocious 
poachers  who  are  sure  to  succeed  in  eluding  the 
most  pertinacious  persuasion  of  nets,  trimmer,  and 
wire,  it  is  satisfactory  to  have  evidence  of  the 
readiness  with  which  anglers  will  take  to  an 
occasional  off  day  at  wiring  in  the  carriers.  They 
even  come— so  our  author  says— to  prefer  this 
pastime  to  that  of  casting  over  unapproachable 
trout  on  bright  days.  If  there  is  one  thing  with  a 
more  voracious  appetite  for  trout  than  a  pike  it  is 
another  trout,  touching  which  unfortunate  canni- 
bahsm  the  incident  that  Mr.  Halford  mentions  as 
having  occurred  in  Mr.  Andrews's  hatcheries  should 
go  far  towards  convincing  such  optimists  as  may 
still  be  found  clinging  to  their  doubts  on  the  subject. 
In  this  case  a  two-year-old  trout  '  jumped  out  of  a 
can  into  a  large  pond  of  fry,  and  being  taken  out  a 
year  later  weighed  over  51b.,  while  the  deficiency 
in  the  expected  number  of  yearhngs  from  that  pond 
was  not  less  than  35,000.'  These  are,  indeed, 
eloquent  figures.". 

In  closing  his  article  the  reviewer  repeats  what 
I  have  often  said  of  Mr.  Halford's  books.  The 
aeries  may  with  justice  be  considered  as  a  classic  of 
the  sport  with  which  they  deal,  and  no  really  serious 
devotee  will  fail  to  place  them  on  the  shelves  of  his 
library,  or  to  consult  them  at  all  times  and  seasons. 

Grayling  Wanted. 
Has  anyone  grayhng  to  dispose  of  ?    Fish  which 
will  spawn  next  March  or  April.     A  friend  of  mine 
wants  to  get  some,  and  I  will  send  on  to  him  any 
Otters  sent  to  me. 


A  White  Pike. 
A  Dresden  paper  records  the  capture  of  a  white 
pike  in  the  Elbe  recently.    The  fish  was  exhibited 
in  a  fishmonger's  shop,  and  then  preserved  and  set 
up  as  a  great  curiosity  in  the  Dresden  Museum. 

A  New  Draw-Net. 
Mr.  Johann  B.  Burkard,  fisherman,  of  Selingstadt 
Hesse,  Germany,  has  patented  a  new  kind  of  draw- 
net,  which  he  claims  is  made  in  such  a  way  that  it 
is  impossible  for  it  to  roll  up,  even  when  used  on  a 
rough,  weedy,  or  stony  bottom. 

Marked  Sea  Fish. 
The  Royal  Biological  Institute  at  Hehgoland,  in 
order  to  study  the  wanderings  of  sea  fish,  has 
marked  a  large  number  of  them,  chiefly  plaice,  and 
liberated  them  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Heligoland 
and  in  other  places  in  the  North  Sea.  The  mark  is 
made  of  aluminium  (I  fear  they  will  find  the  salt 
water  corrodes  and  destroys  it),  engraved  H02,  with 
another  number.  A  reward  of  2s.  is  offered  for 
these  marked  fish,  with  particulars  of  the  locahty 
where  captured,  and  the  market  price  of  the  fish 
will  also  be  paid. 


Pike-Perch. 
The  pike-perch  (Lucioperca  sandra)  was  intro- 
duced into  the  river  Gloma  (Upper  IJavaria)  five 
years  ago,  and  now  fish  up  to  101b.  weight 
are  being  caught.  Frank  Buckland  in  his 
'Natural  History  of  British  Fishes"  gives  an 
account  (quoted  from  Land  and  Water  of  May  25, 
1878)  of  the  late  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs'  successful 
experiment  in  transjjorting  twelve  male  and  twelve 
female  pike-perch  from  the  Schleswig  Lake  in 
Schleswig  Holstein  to  Bedford  to  stock  the  Duke 
of  Bedford's  lake  there.  The  fish  were  nine  days 
on  the  journey  but  arrived  all  aUve.  I  fear  Mr. 
Sachs  was  a  little  premature  in  saying  that  "  Hence- 
forth England  possesses  the  celebrated  aristocratic 
choice-eating  fish  the  pike-perch,"-  as  the  fish  did 
not  breed. 


Lighter  Rods. 
The  ventilation  of  the  "  Light  Rod '.'-  question  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  has  had  the  effect  of  causing  a 
demand  for  them,  and  already  three  or  four  large 
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Mr.  James  Dowell,  of  the  firm  of  Lumley, 
Newton,  and  Dowell,  34,  St.  James's  -  street, 
London,  sends  us  the  edition  of  his  "Norwegian 
Anglings  and  other  Sportings  "  for  1903 — that  is 
to  say,  it  is  a  Ust  of  salmon  fishings,  etc.,  to  let  for 
1903,  with  a  record  of  sport  obtained  in  1902. 
We  must  congratulate  Mr.  Dowell  on  the  continued 
improvement  of  his  most  useful  guide.  It  is  larger 
and  more  profusely  illustrated  than  before,  the 
illustrations  are  admirably  printed  on  art  paper, 
and  give  anyone  thinking  of  going  to  Norway,  or 
interested  in  that  grand  country,  an  admirable  idea 
of  what  salmon  fishing  is  hke  there — great  rivers 
overhung  with  mountains,  wonderfully  beautiful 
lakes,  rough  mountain  trout  streams,  with  pictures 
of  the  house,  fishermen,  boats,  and  methods  of 
fishing.  These  are  all  illustrated  by  Mr.  Dowell, 
who  kindly  lends  us  some  of  his  pictures  to 
reproduce  j  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  A  capital 
addition  to  this  issue  is  a  coloured  map  of  Norway, 
Sweden,  etc. 

Among  the  rivers,  etc.,  referred  to  are  the  Aarc, 
Birkreim,  Etne,  Foro,  Gula,  Lyngdal,  Mandal, 
Nandal,  Namsen,  Orkla,  Sundal,  Stjordal,  Undal, 
etc.  There  is  a  chapter  on  free  trout  fishing  in 
Norway,  notes  on  Iceland  rivers,  particulars  of 
Norwegian  and  Swedish  shootings  to  let,  and 
general  sporting  information.  In  fact  we  consider 
Sir.  Dowell's  book  is  quite  a  model  in  the  way  such 
a  thing  should  be  got  up.  In  another  edition  we 
would  suggest  to  Mr.  Dowell,  who  is  himself  a  keen 
salmon  angler,  that  it  would  be  useful  if  he  gave 
the  Norwegian  names  for  the  fish  and  game 
mentioned. 

From  the  chapter  on  the  1902  season  we  give  the 
following  extracts : — 

"As  was  presaged  by  the  superabiindance  of 
early  and  well-packed  winter  snow  throughout  the 
principal  angling  districts  in  Norway  the  season  of 
1902  was  above  all  things  a  big  water  season.  A 
big  water  season,  however,  has  its  disadvantages 
as  well  as  its  advantages,  and  the  pros  and  cons 
are  only  fully  reaUsed  when  the  records  from  the 
various  rivers  are  tabulated. 

"  A  brief  resume  of  a  past  angling  season  resolves 
itself  into  a  comparison  with  foregoing  years,  but 
the  conditions  prevailing  in  1901  and  1902  were 
of  such  a  widely  divergent  nature  that  it  would 
scarcely  be  fair  to  compare  them,  the  former  year's 
phenomenal  drought  contrasting  strongly  with  the 
well-filled  rivers  of  last  June  and  July  resultant 
from  the  almost  unprecedented  snowfall  in  the 
early  part  of  the  previous  winter, 

"  Too  much  snow-water  last  season  had  the  effect 
of  deterring  salmon  from  making  the  ascent  to  the 
upper  reaches  on  several  rivers  till  the  temperature 
of  the  water  had  risen  ;  and  consequently,  while 
the  tenants  of  the  lower  beats  on  these  rivers  had 
good  all-round  sport  in  June  and  July,  many  of 
the  upper  beat  tenants  did  not  succeed  in  obtaining 
sport  till  late  in  June  or  early  in  July. 

"  As  examples  of  the  difference  between  the  two 
past  seasons  I  may  instance  the  catches  at  Aarlivold 
(a  bottom  beat  of  the  Orkla),  which  were: — 

"In  1901  (June  and  July):  2  salmon,  11  grilse, 
3  sea-trout— 831b. 

"  In  1902  (June  and  July) :  156  salmon,  99  grilse, 
34  sea-trout— 27121b. 

"  (The  beat  was  slightly  enlarged  in  the  latter 
season.) 

"  On  the  other  hand,  on  Riise  (a  top  beat  of  the 
Sundal) :  — 

"In  1901  (July  22  to  Sept.  11):  29  salmon,  38 
grilse,  22  sea-trout— 7321b. 

"  While  in  1902  the  beat  only  produced  3  fish, 
weighing  ."lOlb. 

"  I  quite  recognise  that  the  catch  on  Aarlivold 
in  1902  was  an  exceptionally  good  catch  for  the 
beat,  perhaps  better  than  it  may  ever  yield  again  ; 
but  this  is  just  one  of  the  examples  of  the  glorious 
uncertainty  of  salmon  angling. 

"  It  may  be  mentioned  as  an  instance  of  what 
can  be  done  on  judiciously  selected  anglings  that 
one  party  of  anglers,  fishing  the  Orkla  and  the 
Namsen  during  June,  July,  and  August  had  a  total 
catch  of  37001b.  weight  of  fish  in  all.  A  further 
example  is  the  Grande  Beat,  on  which  the  tenants 
had  over  30001b. 

"  The  Norwegian  angling  season  may  be  divided 
into  two  periods:  (1)  the  June- July,  and  (2)  the 


A  Day's  Fl,y-Casxing  on  the  Orkla — 150lb.  of  Fish. 
(See  "  Norwegian  Anglings.") 


ropy  right. 2 


Fast  R.\riDS  on  the  Orkla  River. 
(See  "  Noi-wegian  Anglings.") 


January  24,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


57 


August  to  Sept.  14  fishings.  In  1902  the  June- 
July  anglers  fared  proportionately  better  than  the 
August-September  anglers — the  reverse  being  the 
case  in  the  previous  season.    To  take  a  cursory 


being  good  below  Gulfos  all  June,  the  heavy  floods 
and  oppressive  weather  during  August  militating 
greatly  against  successful  angUng  on  the  Gula  in 
that  month;    The  Orkla  fully  upheld  its  deserved 


Habling  on  Leb  Beat,  Namsen  River. 
(i'ee  "  Xorwegian  Anglings.") 


Copyright.} 

Her  Grace  and  the  Salmon. 

(A  53ilb.  flsh  caught  on  Selloeg-Lilleoien  Beat,  Narasen,  by  a  young  lady.    See  "Xonceguin  Anglings.") 


glance  at  the  results  on  the  more  important  rivers, 
the  Namsen  yielded  more  fish,  but  of  smaller 
average  weight  than  is  usual.  The  Gula  beats 
above  the  Gulfos  only  fished  well  in  July ;  sport 


reputation.  The  Stjordal  exceeded  its  previous 
best  in  June  and  July,  but  was  equally  affected  in 
August-September  by  the  chmatic  conditions  pre- 
vailing over  the  whole  of  the  Trondhjem  districts. 


The  Sundal  only  yielded  good  spoit  on  its  lower 
beats,  the  upper  beats  with  a  single  exception  last 
season  being  a  disastrous  failure,  only  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  enormous  quantity  of  snow  still  left 
unmelted  in  August.  The  river  was  constantly 
rising  and  falling,  and  the  fish  never  had  time  to 
settle.  The  Aaro  did  well.  The  Etne  fnlied  fairly 
well  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  and  badly  in 
the  later  months,  while  the  Mandal  has  again  made 
a  step  in  advance  after  its  set-back  owing  to  the 
drought  in  1901.  Much  care  and  money  have 
been  expended  on  several  rivers,  especially  on  the 
Lyngdal,  including  the  buying  up  of  the  nets  at 
the  mouth  of  that  river  and  in  the  fjord  with  a 
view  to  re-establishing  its  fame,  yet  this  river  gave 
a  singularly  disappointing  account  of  itself  in  May 
and  June,  fishing  badly  in  these  months.  How- 
ever, between  July  7  and  Sept.  11  some  56  salmon 
and  50  grilse,  weighing  9401b.,  were  secured,  despite 
only  intermittent  fishing. 

"  As  will  be  seen  in  the  records  of  several  of  the 
beats  some  '  best  on  record  '  catches  were  secured, 
although  contrary  to  the  expectations  in  a  big  water 
season  the  actual  aggregate  result  on  the  whole  of 
the  rivers  was  somewhat  disappointing,  owing  to 
the  fish  reaching  all  upper  beats  much  later  than 
usual.  On  the  whole,  however,  there  was  a  very 
good  run  of  fish  into  nearly  all  rivers,  showing  that 
whenever  there  is  water  enough  in  the  Norwegian 
rivers  fish  succeed  in  passing  the  nets,  and  the  rivers 
are  well  stocked. 

"  The  greater  part  of  the  anglings  now  on  offer 
having  been  under  my  control  for  a  series  of  years, 
I  am  enabled  to  show  by  the  records  attached  to 
these  anglings  what  may  reasonably  be  expected 
from  them,  this  being  the  only  reliable  basis  on 
which  to  judge  the  capabilities  of  an  angling  ;  and 
as  is  already  well-known  the  Sundal,  Mandal, 
Orkla,  Gula,  and  Namsen  river  beats,  besides 
several  of  the  shorter  rivers,  have  been  vastly 
better  protected  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  nets  and 
traps  in  fresh  water  by  one  of  my  clients.  It  is 
also  evident  that  on  those  rivers  on  which  nets  and 
traps  have  been  bought  off,  and  the  rivers  preserved 
for  sport  in  their  entire  length,  the  stock  of  fish, 
and  sport  accordingly,  is  steadily  improving.  Tliis 
is  a  great  encouragement  to  me,  and  I  shall  there- 
fore continue  my  endeavours  to  improve  all  rivers 
under  my  control  where  possible  by  further  recom- 
mending the  buying  up  of  nets  and  traps,  and  by 
the  erection  and  working  of  hatcheries  where  this 
can  be  arranged. 

"Norwegian  Fishing  Prospects  for  1903. 

"  To  venture  a  prediction  of  the  character  of  the 
weather  in  the  forthcoming  season  would  be  foohsh 
upon  my  part ;  such  prophecies  belong  to  the  sphere 
of  the  charlatan.  Lord  Bacon,  most  observant  of 
philosophers,  wrote  three  centuries  ago  that  'a 
moist  and  cool  summer  portends  a  hard  winter,' 
and  the  records  of  the  last  hundred  years  at  any 
rate  have  fully  shown  that  this  dictum  has  been 
exemplified  by  experience.  To  go  no  further 
back  than  the  summers  of  1889  and  1894— both 
remarkable  for  their  generally  low  temperature 
and  heavy  rainfall — each  was  followed  by  an 
exceptionally  severe  and  prolonged  winter;  and 
when  one  recalls  how  many  of  us  experienced 
wretched  weather  in  the  late  holiday  months,  being 
interrupted  in  our  fishing  excursions  during  August 
and  September  with  hail,  sleet,  or  snow,  surely,  if 
there  be  any  weight  in  Bacon's  saying,  we  may 
look  for  a  hard  winter.  A  hard  winter  in  Norway 
means  tightly-packed  snow  in  the  mountains,  which, 
with  the  quantity  of  snow  remaining  in  the  latter 
part  of  autumn,  forming  a  sufficient  reserve  stock 
in  itself,  warrants  the  expectation  of  another  full 
water  season  for  1903.'' 

The  illustrations  show  an  angler  at  work  on  the 
rapids  of  the  Orkla  river,  which  is  one  of  the 
loveliest  salmon  rivers  in  the  world.  Another 
picture  shows  1501b.  as  a  day's  sport,  with  the 
tish  averaging  over  131b. — a  capital  size  for  sport. 
Another  view  is  on  the  celebrated  Namsen  river, 
and  shows  an  angler  harling.  And  then  we  have  a 
very  taking  picture  of  a  53|lb.  salmon  caught  in 
1901  by  a  young  lady  (hardly  Her  Grace  in  the 
picture!)  on  the  Selloeg-Lilleoien  beat  on  the 
Namsen.  It  was  killed  on  a  14ft.  Hardy  green- 
heart  rod,  and  took  two  hours  to  play— three- 
quarters  hour  in  boat  and  one  and  a  quarter  hour 
on  bank,  travelling  down  over  two  miles,  and  seven 
times  took  out  over  two  hundred  yards  of  line. 
More  power  to  that  young  lady's  arm.  We  hope 
she  was  English. 
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(Nearly  200  ponds  covering  over  20  acres;  other 


THE  SOLWAY  FISH  BEEEDING 
ESTABLISHMENT,  DUMFEIES. 


We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  give  our  readers,  both 
EDglish  and  foreign,  some  particulars  of  a  large 
and  successful  British  fish  culture  establishment, 
The  Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries,  which  has  been 
doing  good  work  for  thirty-five  years,  and  is  now 
larger  and  more  flourishing  than  ever.  The  manager, 
Mr.  Harry  Spreckley,  sends  me  their  new  illustrated 
catalogue,  which  is  very  interesting  reading  to  any- 
one interested  in  fish  and  fish  culture.  As  showing 
what  a  wide  range  of  subjects  are  embraced  in  the 
work  carried  on  at  this  establishment  I  give  an 
extract  from  the  index  : — 


Annual  Circular, 
Apparatus,  List  of. 
Aquarium  Department. 
Aquatic  Plants. 
Artificial  Ova  Beds. 
Bamboos. 

Coarse  Fish  (so-called). 
Crayfish. 

Crustaceans     as  Fish 

Food. 
Digger  at  work. 
Dried  Water  Insects. 
Eel  Catching. 
Eel  Traps. 
Fish  Food. 
Fish  Ponds,  Sites  for. 
Fishways. 

„       Prices  of. 


Hatchery  Construction. 
Insect  Food  for  Fish. 
Larvse  as  Fish  Food. 
Nets. 

Perch  Culture. 
Plants — Aquatic, 

„        Suitable  for 
Aquarium. 
Useful. 

„  ForWaterFowl. 
Pond  Cleaning. 

,,  Cultivation. 

,,  Ornamental. 
Water  Cultivation. 

,,  Lifting. 
Yearling  Salmonidoe. 
Yearlings,  Sizes  of. 


There  are  as  many  more  matters  referred  to  in  the 
index,  but  we  have  given  enough  to  show  the  widely 
varied  nature  of  the  things  cultivated,  including 
"  Bamboos.''  I  see  among  them  Phjllostachys 
nigra,  from  which  the  Japanese  bamboo  rods  and 
furniture  are  chiefly  made ;  but  Dendrocalmus 
striatus,  which  is  probably  most  commonly  used  in 
rod  making,  is  not  in  the  list — not  that  it  is  likely 
any  of  the  bamboos  would  grow  to  perfection  in 
our  chmate. 

We  are  glad  to  see  from  the  report  that  last  year 
was  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  fish  as  regards 
sale  of  fish,  etc.,  the  demand  having  far  exceeded 
the  manager's  expectations,' 


Solway  Fishery  does  not  Feed  its  Fish  on 
Horseflesh. 

■"  Although  the  feeding  on  various  kiads  of  flesh 
meat  is  much  cheaper  to  the  fishculturist  the  use 
of  flesh  for  feeding  is  entirely  disused  at  this  fishery, 
and  customers  can  rely  on  getting  young  fish  with 
their  reproductive  organs  in  a  thoroughly  healthy 
condition,  and  not  overgrown  and  damaged  speci- 
mens caused  by  injudicious  feeding  with  deleterious 
and  fatty  compounds,  principally  used  on  account 
of  their  cheapness.' 

"The  experiments  instituted  in  regard  to  the 
rapid  and  favourable  growth  of  moUusca  for  fish 
food  has  proved  itself  an  entire  success,  and  our 
stock-ponds  of  this  most  essential  article  of  fish  diet 
are  now  crowded  to  excess,  and  this  after  having 
supplied  over  a  quarter  of  a  milhon  during  the 
present  season.- 

"  The  manufacture  of  hatching  apparatus  and 
all  appliances  connected  with  fish  culture  as  carried 
out  by  us  is  now  recognised  as  the  standard  of 
excellence,  and  we  have  during  the  past  season 
fitted  up  no  less  than  six  large  private  and  com- 
mercial hatcheries  in  this  country  and  abroad 
capable  of  deaUng  with  over  three  milhon  ova. 
Our  appliances  for  conducting  this  class  of  work  is 
now  in  perfect  order,  and  customers  can  rely  on 
having  the  right  thing  made  in  the  right  way  by 
ordering  from  us. 

Our  stock  of  plants  for  producing  and  maintain- 
ing natural  fish  food  is  the  largest  in  the  kingdom. 
We  are  sellers,  not  buyers,  Uke  many  advertisers  of 
this  class  of  vegetation,  and  customers  can  rely 
on  having  good  value  for  their  money  by  applying 
direct  to  us,  the  raisers."- 

The  Breeding  of  Natural  Food  for  Fish; 

The  following  extracts  are  from  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Harry  Spreckley,  the  manager  of  the  Solway 
Fishery:  — 

"Dear  Sir, — As  we  have  never  yet  had  the 
pleasure  of  your  presence  here  I  thought  I  would 
prepare  a  minutely  correct  plan  of  the  little  fish- 
cultural  and  aquatic  plant  estabUshment  in  Dum- 
friesshire, and  let  you  see  that  we  are  still 
advertising  what  we  sell,  and  selhng  what  we  grow 
of  your  old  sweetheart  and  her  relations — the 
speckled  beauty.; 


"  You  wiU  from  the  plans  sent  be  able  to  form 
some  opinion  of  the  place,  but  I  might  so^j  that 
the  ponds,  etc.,  cover  twenty-five  and  a  half  acres, 
and  we  are  still  going  on  extending,  and  trust  ere 
long  to  add  a  loch  of  about  one  and  a  quarter  mile 
long  by  from  half  to  a  quarter  mile  wide  to  our  estab- 
hshment.  At  present  we  are  pleased  to  say  there 
is  a  very  good  demand  for  our  produce  of  all  kinds. 

"  The  feeding  of  artificially  reared  trout  is  one 
thing  that  at  present  seems  to  be  a  great  matter  of 
importance.  Dried  flies  will  soon  be  a  thing  of  the 
past  with  us,  for  at  any  rate  seven  months  of  the 
year.  We  have  had  to  go  one  further,  and  give 
our  fish  live  flies.  We  have  for  some  time  dis- 
continued the  use  of  horseflesh,  but  are  now  getting 
a  Uttle  again  for  the  fish.  I  know  you  will  condemn 
this,  but  read  on  and  see  how  we  serve  it.  On 
arrival  at  the  fishery  it  is  put  into  a  structure  we 
call  a  '  maggot  factory,'  and  after  a  lapse  of  time 
we  find  it  crawling  about  in  another  shape.  It  is 
then  given  a  higher  social  standing,  and  put  into 
very  nice  and  warm  apartments  higher  up,  from 
which  it  eventually  finds  its  way  into  small  com- 
partments made  especially  for  it,  and  as  it  commences 
to  buzz  it  is  conveyed  in  wire  cages  to  the  ponds 
and  given  to  the  fish.  We  had  the  pleasure  of 
despatching  the  other  day  800  two-year-old  trout 
that  have  had  this  class  of  food  only  during  the 
greater  part  of  their  existence.  That  they  were 
satisfactory  for  our  customer  is  proven  in  the  very 
flattering  communication  we  have  had  from  him. 

"  We  can  assure  you  of  a  welcome  should  you 
ever  pass  this  way. — Believe  me,  yours  sincerely, 
Harry  Spreckley, 
"Manager,  The  Solway  Fishery  Co.,  Ld. 

"  P.S. — I  would  Uke  to  draw  your  attention  to  a 
bit  of  quick  despatch  from  this  fishery.  On  Jan.  2 
at  4.43  p.m.  we  received  an  order  from  the  Transvaal 
for  the  whole  of  the  fittings,  hatching  boxes,  and 
tools  required  for  a  new  hatchery  capable  of  dealing 
with  70,000  ova.  The  whole  of  the  things  were 
made,  and  left  here  for  the  steamer  at  8.40  a.m.  on 
Jan  12.  Also  we  have  just  entered  into  a  contract 
to  fit  up  a  fresh  water  fish  hatchery  for  the  Isle  of 
Man,  to  be  finished  by  end  of  February:  I  shall  be 
in  London  on  Friday  with  a  cargo  of  ova  for  the 
Cape.'-J 
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FISHERY,  DUMFRIES, 
ponds  in  course  of  construction.) 


As  we  have  often  pointed  out,  the  Solway 
Fishery  deals  with  a  great  variety  of  our  coarse 
fish  as  well  as  with  all  the  Salmonidce  for  which 
there  is  any  demand,  even  yearUng  salmon  and 
sea-trout  (quoted  at  £20  per  1000),  and  Alpine  char 
(at  £3  10s.  per  100).  But  the  best  idea  of  the 
character  of  the  fishery  will  be  got  from  the  follow- 
ing description  of  the  nearly  two  hundred  ponds 
actually  made  and  in  use,  and  we  also  give  in  two 
sections  a  greatly  reduced  copy  of  the  plan  ;  with 
the  help  of  a  magnifying  glass  nearly  all  the  names 
can  bfi  read,  although  we  made  our  blocks  from 
a  plan  seven  feet  in  lengths 

Desceiptiok  of   the  nearly  Two  Hundred 
Ponds,  etc.,  of  the  Solway  Fisheries,  Dum- 
fries, covering  over  Twenty-Five  Acres; 
1  to  C.  Concrete  ponds  for  fry  to  yearling  stage 
[Fario,  Levens,  and  Fario  and  Levens). 

7.  Grayling  fry  to  yearling  pond. 

8.  Carp,  various. 

9.  Tench. 

10.  Carp,  various. 

11.  Salmon,  fry  to  yearling  stage. 

12-18.  Concrete  ponds  for  fry  to  yearling  stage 
{Fario,  Levens,  Zebra,  and  various). 

19.  Perch. 

20.  Trout  {Fario),  stock  fish  (Scotch  river 

fish). 

21.  Trout  {Fario),  stock  fish  (Loch  Kindar). 

22.  Trout  (Fario),  stock  fish  (Buttermere 

and  Malham  Tarn). 

23.  Fry  pond  from  wild  fish  ova. 
24-27.        „  (hybrids). 

28.  Mixed  char. 

29.  Fario,  stock  fish  (mixed). 

30.  Three-year-old  for  stock. 

31.  Great  lake  trout,  stock  fish. 

32.  Fario,  stock  fish  (Kennet,  Itchen). 
33-34.  Fontinalia,  stock  fish. 

35-38.  Loch  Leven,  stock  fish. 
39  &  40.  Loch  Leven  two-year-olds. 
41-43.  Fario  two-year-olds  (mixed). 

44.  Trout  {Fontinalis  two-year-olds). 

45.  Trout  {Zebra  two-year-olds). 

46.  Perch. 

47.  Chub. 

48.  Dace  and  bream. 

49.  Roach. 

50.  Rudd. 

51.  Rainbow  trout,  stock  fish. 


52-55. 
56-59. 

60. 
61. 

62  &  63. 
64  &  65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 

72-79. 

80-86. 

87-93. 

106. 

107. 

108. 

109  &  110. 

111-113. 

114  &  115. 

116. 
117-119. 

120. 
121-125. 

126. 

127. 

128-129. 
130-135. 

136-147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 
151-165. 
166-18,5, 


Gold  fish  (orfen,  tench,  carp). 
Raceway  ponds,  fry  to  yearlings  (wild 

Fario  from  Pond  23). 
Perch  (fry  pond). 

Sea-trout  (catch  pond  for  spawners  up 

fish-ladder). 
Rainbow  trout,  two-year-olds. 
Rainbow  trout,  stock  fish. 
Land-locked  sea-trout,  stock  fish. 
Rainbow    trout    (three-year-olds  for 

stock). 
Gudgeon,  loach. 
Foreign  sticklebacks. 
Minnows. 

Fountain  pond,  three-year-old  trout 
(mixed). 

Fry  ponds,  to  yearling  stage  {Levens, 

Fario,  Levens  and  Fario). 
Concrete  ponds,  fry  to  yearling  stage 

(rainbow). 
Earth  ponds,   fry  to   yearling  stage 

(rainbow). 
Raceway  pond,  fry  to  yearling  stage 

(sea-trout  from  wild  fish). 
Raceway  pond,  fry  to  yearling  stage 

(Irish  salmon). 
Raceway  pond,  fry  to  yearUng  stage 

(Scotch  salmon). 
Raceway  ponds,  fry  to  yearling  stage 

(burn  trout  fry). 
Raceway  ponds,  fry  to  yearling  stage 

{Fontinalis  and  char). 
Spectacle  ponds  (gold  tench  and  golden 

orfen). 

Spectacle  pond  (gold  carp). 

Raceway  ponds  (mixed). 

Raceway  pond  (Scotch  salmon). 

Raceway  ponds  (empty). 

Stone  pond  for  fry  to  yearlings  (Loch 
Stennis  ex  wild  ova). 

Raceway  pond  for  fry  to  yearlings 
(Stennis  and  Fario). 

Raceway  ponds  (empty). 

Waterfall  ponds  (three-year-old  rain- 
bows to  drop  into  Pond  51). 

Aquatic  plant  ponds. 

Aquatic  plant  pond,  and  for  perch  fry. 

Aquatic  plant  pond,  and  for  carp  frj'. 

Aquatic  plant  pond,  and  for  tench. 

Aquatic  plant  ponds. 

Coloured  water-lilies  and  Cape  water- 
lilies. 


180.  Pike  (storage  pond  for  small  fish  J. 
187-190.  Mollusca  ponds. 

191.  Supply  pond  to  aquarium  tank."?. 

A  great  deal  of  first-rate  work  in  the  way  of 
planning  and  making  ponds  and  lakes  for  private 
estates  is  done  by  Mr.  Spreckley,  as  well  as  cleaning 
out  old  onee;  It  certainly  is  of  good  omen  for  the 
future  of  fish  and  fishing  that  we  have  such  enter- 
prising private  fish-breeding  establishments  in  this 
country  which  do  work  carried  out  by  State  aid  in 
America  and  Canada,  and  to  some  extent  on  the 
Continentj 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TEOUT  ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Gbimble, 
Author  of  if  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc.- 

(Continued  from  page  40.) 
CHAPTER  II.— continued; 

The  Kinglas  is  a  small  stream  of  a  few  miles  in 
length  falling  into  the  south  shore  of  Loch  Fyne,  not 
very  far  from  the  head  of  the  loch.-  It  holds  a  few 
salmon  and  sea-trout,  and  can  be  fished  by  staying 
at  Cairndow  Inn;  July,  August,  and  September 
are  the  best  months,  but  it  rises  and  falls  bo 
rapidly  that  it  is  only  just  a  stream  on  which  to 
put  by  a  day  or  two  if  one  happens  to  be  handy  to 
it  in  wet  weather; 

Loch  Eck  discharges  its  surplus  water  through 
the  little  river  Eckaig  into  the  sea  at  Kilmun,  and 
though  this  stream  is  strictly  preserved — a  matter 
which  is  well-known  in  the  neighbourhood  and  at 
all  the  hotels — yet  during  the  angling  season  the 
owner  of  it  is  daily  pestered  by  strangers  for  leave 
to  fish  it.  There  are  two  hotels  on  Loch  Eck,  both 
of  which  have  boats  on  it,  and  as  all  the  migratory 
fish  rest  but  a  short  time  in  the  river  the  loch  is 
quickly  stocked.  It  is  some  seven  miles  in  length 
by  about  one  in  breadth.-  Salmon  average  lOlb., 
and  begin  to  run  in  July  and  August.  Heavy  sea- 
trout  appear  in  May  and  June,  followed  later  on 
by  the  finnocks  and  the  grilse.  The  Fishery  Board 
Report  of  1891  states  that  the  boats  from  the  two 
hotels — nine  in  all- — took  25  salmon,  2541b,  ;  8  grilse, 
481b.,  198  sea-trout,  39Glb. ;  5  ferox,  261b.;  249 
loch  trout,  1151b.  ;  a  total  of  485  fish. 

Now  this  reads  rather  tempting,  so  to  prevent 
anglers  rushing  off  to  Loch  Eck  with  the  idea  that 
their  reels  will  be  discoursing  sweet  music  to  them 
for  the  greater  part  of  every  day  I  will  just  examine 
this  catch  more  closely.  It  was  made  by  nine 
boats  m  five  months,  and  each  boat  probably  was 
occupied  by  two  anglers,  though  I  will  not  take 
that  into  the  account.-  Four  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  fish  of  all  sorts  were  captured,  or  an  average 
of  ninety-seven  each  month,  and  as  there  were  nine 
boats,  if  they  were  all  working,  it  shows  just  under 
ten  fish  per  month  per  boat.  Of  course  in  practice 
it  would  not  work  out  exactly  on  these  Unes.  SkiU, 
luck,  weather  and  season  would  all  have  an 
influence,  and  I  have  only  alluded  to  the  matter  to 
prevent  strangers  from  approaching  Loch  Eck  with 
too  great  expectations,  Nevertheless,  those  who 
are  fond  of  a  spell  of  loch  fishing  might  easily  go 
further  and  fare  worse,  but  as  it  is  so  handy  to 
Glasgow,  visitors  from  further  afield  will  do  well 
to  secure  bedroom  and  boat  beforehand,  and  though 
there  are  more  fish  in  September  and  October,  as 
they  are  then  going  off  colour,  I  would  rather 
choose  the  month  of  July,  which,  even  if  it  gives 
a  smaller  number,  wiU  yet  bo  sure  of  yielding  fish 
that  are  in  ^nearly  perfect  condition.  The  Loch 
Eck  Hotel  is  six  miles  from  Kilmun,  and  that  of 
Whistlefield  is  eight,  and  there  is  little  to  choose 
between  them  -with  regard  to  position,  comfort,  or 
tariff,  though  the  last  named  inn  is  slightly  cheaper 
than  the  Loch  Eck.  At  Loch  Eck  Hotel  the  charge 
is  12s.  a  day,  but  this  includes  a  dinner — not  a 
"meat  tea,"  which  I  see  many  anglers  prefer,  and 
which  is  served  for  Is.  Gd.  or  2s.  less  than  the 
ditmer ;  and  for  the  future  in  all  cases  where  tariff 
is  mentioned  my  readers  must  imderstand  it  includes 
dinner,  not  tea ;  a  boat  and  man  is  8s.  a  day — 7s. 
at  Whistlefield — which  includes  his  lunch  and  drink. 
Small  salmon  flies  are  used,  chiefly  silver  bodies — 
Jocks  and  Doctors — which  frequently  prove  more 
attractive  to  sea-trout  than  the  flies  usually  offered 
them. 

The  Feochan,  about  four  miles  south  of  Oban, 
runs  into  the  river  Nell  just  before  it  enters  salt 
water.    It  can  be  fished  from  the  hotels  of  Feochan 
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and  Palls  of  Lora,  the  former  a  ten-minute  walk, 
the  latter  a  five-mile  drive  by  a  road  that  is  none 
too  good.  Loch  Nell  can  also  be  fished  from  either 
of  these  hotels,  but  neither  the  loch  nor  the  Feochan 
are  worth  serious  attention,  for  the  close  netting  at 
the  head  of  Loch  Feochan  in  the  legal  season,  and 
the  still  closer  scringing  of  the  Oban  poachers  in 
and  out  of  season,  has  nearly  exterminated  the 
sea-trout.  Loch  Nell  is  a  pretty  oblong  sheet  of 
water  about  two  miles  long  by  a  half  broad,  which 
twenty-five  years  ago  held  a  fair  show  of  salmon  and 
sea-trout,  brownies  were  never  large  or  plentiful.  In 
those  days  the  Ardconnell  shootings  which  I  rented 
conferred  a  right  on  this  loch,  when  I  often  had 
from  ten  to  twenty  sea-trout  of  about  a  pound,  and 
at  times  a  grilse.  Twenty-seven  sea-trout  was  my 
best  day,  which  is  now  about  the  take  of  the  whole 
season,  for  a  few  years  ago,  when  staying  at  Glen- 
feochan  House  for  shooting,  I  fished  Loch  Nell 
regularly  on  many  off  days — one  sea-trout  was  the 
total ! 

The  loch  is  abused  and  called  dour,  but  it  is  hard 
netting  and  severe  poaching  that  have  made  it  so. 
The  close  time  makes  no  difference  to  the  Oban 
fishmongers — at  least,  it  did  not  do  so  when  I  last 
stayed  there  in  1896,  for  they  exposed  Salmonidce 
for  sale  on  their  slabs  long  after  the  local  nets  had 
ceased  to  work  on  Aug.  26 — till  nearly  the  end  of 
September — and  were  it  not  for  the  inducement 
thus  offered  to  the  poachers  by  these  pious  trades- 
men, who  all  go  to  kirk  twice  each  Sabbath, 
the  scringing  fraternity  would  not  be  nearly  so 
active  or  so  flourishing.  In  a  letter  which  appeared 
in  the  Scotsman  above  my  own  name  and  address 
in  Oban  I  charged  these  fishmongers  with  selling 
poached  fish.  They  took  no  notice,  and,  what  was 
stranger  still,  neither  did  the  authorities. 

Loch  Scammadale  may  be  fished  from  the 
Culfail  Hotel  at  Kilmelford,  and  though  the 
quarters  are  comfortable,  with  a  tariff  of  twelve  to 
fourteen  shillings  a  day,  it  is  hardly  a  place  that 
will  satisfy  those  wishing  for  salmon  and  sea-trout 
fishing  and  nothing  else,  as  the  hotel  has  but  the 
right  of  one  boat  on  the  loch,  which  is  taken  in 
turn  by  the  anglers  in  the  house,  who  are  so 
numerous  that  the  day  on  Scammadale  will  hardly 
arrive  more  than  once  a  week.  The  boatman's 
charge  is  7s.  all  included  if  he  attends  on  two 
anglers,  6s.  if  there  is  only  one,  and  as  the  loch  is 
eight  miles  from  the  hotel  there  is  the  hiring  to  be 
taken  into  account.  It  is  a  cold,  dreary  looking 
sheet  of  water  about  two  miles  in  length  by  half  a 
mile  in  breadth.  It  was  in  1866  that  I  first  had 
leave  to  fish  it  whenever  so  inclined,  and  incited  by 
local  stories  of  forty  to  fifty,  and  even  a  hundred, 
sea-trout  in  a  day,  I  made  many  trips  to  it,  only 
to  return  disapjjointed.  as  the  best  day  only  gave 
two  of  us  fifteen  small  sea-trout  of  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound.  About  six  years  ago  I 
again  fished  it  many  times,  with  still  poorer  results. 
There  is,  however,  no  doubt  that  this  loch,  which 
discharges  its  surplus  waters  into  Loch  Feochan 
through  the  pretty  little  river  Euchar,  might  be 
made  into  a  valuable  anghng  if  it  had  fair  play, 
but  the  same  hard  netting  and  the  same  hard 
poaching  which  have  ruined  Loch  and  River  Nell 
also  tell  severely  on  Loch  Scammadale.  The  three 
best  sea-trout  flies  are  a  claret  or  brown  seal's  fur 
body  ribbed  with  gold  twists,  hackles  to  match  the 
body,  and  mallard  wings,  and  then  the  old  standard 
Green  and  Teal.  The  Culfail  Hotel  has  also  seven 
large  brown  trout  lochs  attached  to  it,  which  are 
the  chief  attraction. 

Loch  Shiel,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county, 
may  be  fished  from  no  less  than  four  different 
hotels,  but  as  it  is  twenty-five  miles  in  length  by 
about  a  half  broad  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  no 
lack  of  space.  So  much  depends  on  the  weather 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  which  is  actually  the 
best  month,  but  when  the  weather  is  suitable  then 
any  time  between  the  end  of  May  and  the  end  of 
October  is  almost  sure  to  yield  sport,  though  the 
bulk  of  the  catch  is  made  by  spinning  lures  rather 
than  by  the  fly.  Perhaps  the  Phantom  is  the  most 
killing  of  these,  though  for  my  own  part  whenever  I 
visit  loch  or  river  where  one  or  two  special  lures 
are  in  daily  use  then  I  at  once  resort  to  something 
fresh,  for  I  hold  that  fish  that  are  continually 
tempted  with  the  same  lure  are  quite  open  to  a 
change  of  diet  or  to  have  their  appetites  tickled  ; 
even  on  the  same  principle  as  an  angler  who  has 
lunched  well  oft'  roast  mutton  in  the  belief  that 
there  is  nothing  more  to  follow  will  yet  vigorously 
attack  a  pcite  de  foie  gras  if  unexpectedly  placed 
before  him.    Certainly  if  I  were  a  salmon  to  whom 


was  offered  a  dainty  menu  of  Blue  Doctors,  Jock 
Scotts,  Phantoms,  and  Devons  I  should  easily  be 
tempted  to  try  a  bite  at  a  spoon  or  some  new  and 
startling  creation  of  fur  and  feather  evolved  from 
the  brain  of  our  enthusiastic  friend  Mr.  Kelson  ! 
The  hotel  at  Strontian,  which  is  near  the  head  of 
Loch  Sunart,  has  a  boat  on  Loch  Shiel  and  one  on 
Loch  Doilate,  which  is  connected  with  Loch  Shiel. 
The  former  is  thirteen  miles  and  the  latter  about 
six  miles  distant.  No  charge  is  made  for  hiring, 
which  is  included  in  the  hotel  tariff  of  10s.  a  day. 
the  boatmen  getting  4s.  6d.  a  day  and  finding  their 
own  lunch.  Salen  Hotel  is  also  on  Loch  Sunart, 
and  though  only  four  miles  from  Loch  Shiel  it  has 
no  rights  on  either  loch  or  river.  Loch  Shiel  Hotel 
is  comparatively  new,  and  is  close  to  the  foot  of 
the  loch.  Here  last  season  (1902)  sport  was  good 
in  June  and  July,  then  the  first  three  weeks  in 
August  were  poor,  and  from  then  to  the  end  of  the 
season  it  kept  pretty  good.  Four  boats  from  this 
hotel  had  over  fifty  fish  last  season  and  a  great 
many  sea-trout,  the  number  of  which  were  not 
registered,  though  for  the  future  Mr.  Cameron  will 
keep  an  hotel  fish  book  which  will  be  open  for 
inspection  to  his  visitors.  He  is  not  hmited  to  the 
number  of  boats,  and  sometimes  sends  out  as  many 
as  six  or  seven.  The  hotel  tariff  is  TOs.  a  week, 
man  3s.  a  day,  with  Is.  3d.  a  day  for  whiskey 
and  lunch  ;  rooms  should  be  booked  in  advance. 
Occasionally  Lord  Howard  of  Glossop  lets  a  rod 
on  the  river  Shiel  in  June  prior  to  his  advent,  and 
sometimes  also  in  October  after  he  has  gone  south  ; 
a  line  to  Matheson,  gamekeeper,  Dorlin,  Acharacle 
R.S.O.,  Argyll,  will  usually  procure  information  on 
this  head.  The  Shiel  is  a  short,  slow  running  river 
of  only  some  three  miles  in  extent,  and  requires  a 
fresh  north  wind  tD  ripple  its  surface  ;  it  also  forms 
the  county  march  between  Argyll  and  Inverness.  A 
few  heavy  salmon  begin  to  run  early  in  June,  which 
are  followed  by  a  more  plentiful  supply  of  smaller 
ones  in  the  last  half  of  the  month,  when  grilse  also 
begin  to  show,  all  alike  passing  up  quickly  into  the 
loch  if  there  is  plenty  of  water.  October  is  also  a 
good  month,  though,  of  course,  fish  are  then  turning 
dark.  No  waders  are  wanted,  and  a  sixteen-foot 
rod  will  cover  the  water.  Fly  is  the  only  lure  per- 
mitted, the  best  being  Jock  Scott,  Blue  and  Silver 
Doctor,  and  Sir  Richard.  As  many  as  nine  fish 
have  been  had  in  a  day,  but  at  present  four  or  five 
is  considered  a  red-letter  affair.  June  should  yield 
from  thirty  to  thirty-five  fish  provided  there  is  rain 
and  the  angler  hard  working  and  skilful.  June 
fish  vary  from  121b.  to  271b.,  while  grilse  are 
exceptionally  heavy  and  range  from  61b.  up  to  91b. 
Both  salmon  and  grilse  are  as  good  to  eat  as  they 
are  to  look  at.  Sea-trout  begin  to  run  in  May,  the 
heavy  ones  of  from  31b.  to  61b.  coming  up  then  and 
for  the  greater  part  of  June.  In  that  month  some 
few  years  ago  one  rod  had  eighty-eight  in  a  day, 
all  taken  on  small  brown  trout  flies.  This  was, 
however,  a  record  take,  and  from  twenty  to  thirty 
is  the  usual  catch,  while  on  bright,  breezy  days  a 
very  small  Silver  Doctor  as  a  tail  fly  will  account 
for  the  most  of  them.  There  is  one  pool  just  below 
the  loch — the  Boat  Pool — which  is  fished  from  a 
coble  on  alternate  days  divided  into  morning  and 
afternoon  beats.  If  the  Dorlin  side  has  the  morning 
fishing,  then  the  Ardnamurchan  or  Argyll  side  has 
the  morning  on  the  next  day,  and  so  on.  Lucky 
indeed  is  the  angler  who,  having  the  needful 
bawbees,  can  manage  to  get  the  month  of  June  on 
the  river  Shiel. 

Loch  Assapol,  in  Mull,  is  the  only  open  salmon 
or  sea-trout  angUng  in  the  island.  It  is  but  a 
small  loch,  about  a  mile  long  by  five  hundred  yards 
in  width,  a  very  short  stream  sending  its  overflow 
direct  into  the  Atlantic,  while  as  it  is  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  Oban — that  centre  of  the 
fish  poaching,  scringing  fraternity — the  loch  often 
gives  good  sport  for  its  size,  though  chiefly  in  sea- 
trout.  May  to  August  are  the  best  months,  and 
all  the  standard  patterns  may  be  used,  though  the 
natives  swear  by  a  teal  wing  and  green,  red,  or 
black  bodies.  The  little  loch  can  be  fished  from 
the  Bunessan  Hotel,  on  the  Ross  of  Mull,  a  nice 
clean,  comfortable  Uttle  place,  with  the  usual 
charges,  though  as  it  is  somewhat  an  out-of-the-way 
corner  a  room  and  a  boat  should  be  secured  before 
going  there.  It  is  reached  by  steamer  from  Oban 
to  Pennycross,  followed  by  a  longisli  drive. 

As  we  have  been  discussing  the  capture  of  fish  in 
the  hot  months  of  summer,  it  may  here  be  as  well  to 
give  anglers  a  hint  on  the  packing  of  them,  if 
they  wish  them  to  reach  their  friends  peifsctly 
sweet,    In  these  months  green  flags  are  usually  to 


be  procured,  they  will  be  better  than  boxes,  baskets, 
rushes  or  straw.  Cut  the  flags  before  you  catch 
your  fish  and  lay  them  out  to  dry  under  cover  ; 
then,  having  got  the  fish,  wipe  it  down  with  a 
clean  cloth  and  under  the  fins,  so  as  to  leave  no 
moisture  on  it ;  then  pack  it  dry  in  dry  flags,  and 
if  sent  away  on  the  day  it  is  killed  it  wiU  stand  a 
two  days'  journey  in  the  hottest  weather  by  rail  or 
by  parcel  jjost.  Also,  fish  that  have  been  tailed  or 
taken  from  the  water  by  a  landing-net  will  travel 
better  than  those  which  have  been  gaffed. 

[To  he.  continued.) 

AMERICAN  NOTES. 
By  Theodore  Gordon. 

The  life  history  of  the  frog  and  toad  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  August  16, 1902,  reminded  me  of  a 
curious  incident  which  I  witnessed  recently.  A 
large  green  frog  of  the  edible  variety  hibernated 
last  winter  under  the  boards  and  straw  which  had 
been  used  to  fill  in  a  fountain.  When  the  covering 
was  removed,  early  in  the  spring,  the  frog  appeared 
to  be  almost  lifeless,  but  when  the  water  was 
turned  on  it  quickly  recovered.  Several  large  gold- 
fish, weighing  nearly  21b.  each,  were  turned  into  the 
fountain,  and  no  food  was  supplied,  yet  frog  and 
fish  remained  healthy,  and  seemed  to  grow.  About 
the  middle  of  August  half-a-dozen  small  frogs  were 
brought  in  by  two  boys  and  dumped  into  the 
fountain  from  a  bucket.  All  dived  and  swam  some 
distance,  and  one  unlucky  specimen  came  up  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  big  frog  aforesaid,  which 
was  sitting  on  the  stone  rim.  The  latter  immedi- 
ately sprang  into  the  fountain,  and  seizing  the 
youngster  in  his  mouth  scrambled  out  again. 
There  he  sat  for  several  minutes,  a  portion  of  the 
small  frog,  including  two  legs,  sticking  out  of  one 
side  of  his  mouth.  These  legs  waved  frantically, 
and  after  a  time  the  cannibal  tried  to  sweep  them 
into  his  mouth  with  his  forelegs,  making  gulps 
and  trying  to  swallow  this  hearty  meal  at  once. 
The  eyes  of  the  big  frog  seemed  to  project  a  great 
deal,  and  shone  like  yellow  diamonds.  After 
several  rests  and  many  gulps  the  small  frog  at  last 
disappeared,  and  was  stowed  away  in  the  vast 
stomach  of  his  relation.  It  probably  weighed 
about  one  quarter  as  much  as  the  big  frog,  but  the 
latter  was  able  to  jump  and  swim  as  usual,  not 
suffering  any  inconvenience  from  its  gluttony. 

The  katy-did  began  her  song  last  year  about 
August  8,  and  the  ancient  belief  is  that  in  six 
weeks  from  the  time  when  her  assertive  remarks 
are  heard  the  first  frost  of  autumn  will  visit  the 
land.  I  do  not  think  you  have  this  insect  in 
England.  It  resembles  a  largo  grasshopper,  with 
very  long  legs,  but  is  more  delicately  formed ;  the 
colour  is  a  very  pretty  light  green.  The  male  is 
said  to  say  katy-didn't,  and  the  female  answers 
katy-did,  and  this  dispute  continues  ail  the  night. 
Poor  Mr.  Katy-didn't ! 

Some  men  have  great  good  fortune.  Last  spring 
several  large  rainbow  trout  were  seen  jumping 
below  the  falls  of  ithe  Esopus,  in  Ulster  Co.,  N.Y. 
Precipitous  walls  of  rock  rise  on  both  sides  of  the 
deep  pool  below  these  falls,  the  formation 
resembling  a  western  cafion,  and  as  no  boat  was 
available  it  seemed  impossible  to  reach  the  fish.  A 
mill  is  perched  upon  the  cliff  above  the  pool,  and 
the  miller  conceived  a  brilliant  plan  of  action.  He 
baited  a  good-sized  hook  with  a  large  helgramite 
and  lowered  it  from  the  window  of  his  mill  down, 
down  into  the  foam  and  spray  far  below.  He 
struck  a  fish  at  once,  and  actually  succeeded  in 
hauling  or  reeling  it  up  into  the  room  in  which  he 
stood.  It  proved  to  be  a  fine  specimen  of  the 
rainbow  trout  (Salmo  irideus),  eighteen  inches  long. 
I  have  not  visited  these  falls  for  two  years,  but 
think  the  distance  between  the  water  and  the 
window  must  have  been  about  fifty  feet.  Lucky 
miUer ! 

This  has  been  an  unusual  season  everywhere, 
much  rain  has  fallen,  and  the  streams  have  been 
filled  with  pure  cold  water  from  source  to  mouth. 
What  a  welcome  change  from  the  many  dry 
summers  of  the  past  decade.  I  had  begun  to 
think  that  summer  trout  fishing,  at  least  in  July 
and  August,  in  the  larger  streams  was  a  thing  of 
the  past.  Nothing  is  so  discouraging  when 
beginning  a  day's  fly  fishing  as  to  find  that  the 
water  is  warm.  With  high  water  late  in  August 
the  big  trout  recover  their  appetites,  and  leave  the 
deep  holes  to  which  they  retire  during  the  hot 
weather. 
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A  few  are  killed  every  season,  but  these  large 
fish  seem  to  bear  a  charmed  life.  They  are  very 
wary,  and  remain  year  after  year  in  the  same  pool, 
defeating  all  the  attempts  made  to  capture  them. 

They  are  hooked  occasionally  when  lying  in  the 
rapid  or  broken  water  at  the  head  of  the  pools. 
Now  and  then  they  will  take  a  fly  near  the  pool 
foot,  when  they  have  remained  there  after  the 
tiigbt  hunt  for  minnows. 

Fly  making  is  a  fascinating  amusement,  and  we 
wish  that  it  was  not  so  diiBcult  to  obtain  first-class 
materials  for  artificial  flies.  No  one  can  turn  out 
a  perfect  fly  with  indifferent  hackles  and  feathers. 
"  Val  Conson"  has  been  silent  on  this  subject  for 
a  long  time,  we  think,  but  notice  that  he  has  some- 
thing to  say  of  heavy  versus  light  rods  in  your 
issue  of  August  16,  1902.  Some  of  the  Ught  rods 
are  quite  heavy  in  the  hand ;  the  handle  is  cut 
down  to  the  smallest  possible  dimensions,  and  the 
fittings  also.  Enghsh  makers  often  go  to  the  other 
extreme.  One  of  my  10ft.  rods,  by  one  of  the  best 
of  your  split-cane  builders,  has  a  preposterously 
long  handle,  and  weighs  lOoz.  An  American  rod 
of  equal  power  would  probably  weigh  about  6^oz., 
but  I  doubt  if  it  would  be  built  up  at  the  ferrules 
as  this  English  rod  is.  It  has  been  used  nearly 
twelve  years,  and  seems  to  be  unbreakable.  I 
would  hke  to  send  duplicate  orders  to,  say. 
Hardy  Bros,  and  our  Leonard  for  a  rather  stiff  rod 
10ft.  long,  not  to  exceed  6oz.  in  weight,  and  see 
^hat  they  would  turn  out.  Plenty  of  powerful 
rods  of  9ft.  do  not  weigh  over  5oz.  English  makers 
should  be  able  to  get  the  very  best  bamboo  or 
cane.  The  most  perfect  rod  I  ever  saw  was  a  10ft. 
6^oz.  rod  by  Leonard.  It  was  sixteen  years  old 
when  I  got  it,  and  fly  fishing  was  a  joy  to  me  until 
a  servant  crushed  the  end  of  the  middle  joint. 
Such  a  rod  has  power  enough  for  anything,  and 
should  be  light  enough  for  a  rather  small,  weak 
man.' 

Nothing  is  more  absurd  than  to  see  a  big  man 
with  a  very  light  rod  being  played  by  a  four  or 
five  pound  trout  in  a  big,  bold,  rocky  stream. 
Lake  fishing  from  a  boat  is  different.  Why  any 
man  should  require  anything  less  than  a  9ft.  5oz. 
to  5|oz.  rod  for  general  fly  fishing  is  a  puzzle  to 
me.  He  can  get  one  of  these  rods  as  stiff  as  a 
poker  nearly  if  he  wishes. 

In  reading  of  the  fishing  in  EngUsh  waters, 
nothing  astonishes  us  so  much  as  the  great  variety 
of  fish  found  in  one  river  and  in  the  same  locahty. 
Some  of  these  rivers  would  be  called  large  creeks 
(or  "criks")  in  America,  and  flowing,  as  we 
presume  they  do,  in  populous  districts,  and  often 
hear  great  cities,  the  reports  of  fish  taken  are  really 
wonderful. 

We  hear  occasionally  of  fly  fishing  for  pike,  and 
would  do  so  more  frequently  if  greater  care  and 
thought  had  been  given  to  the  construction  of  the 
flies  used  for  these  fish.  The  peacock  eyes  and 
glass  beads  which  are  supposed  to  resemble  a 
dragon  fly  are  not  the  thing  at  all.  Dragon  flies 
are  all  right,  but  we  do  not  believe  that  they  are 
particularly  tempting  to  pike.  Some  years  ago  we 
tried  some  flies  on  an  entirely  different  principle, 
bur  notion  being  to  turn  out  something  that  would 
have  great  life  and  movement  and  resemble  a 
small  bright  fish  in  colouring.  If  you  could  see 
one  of  these  large  flies  played,  salmon  fly  fashion, 
by  a  series  of  short  jerks  of  the  rod  top,  and  notice 
how  the  long  fibres  expand  and  contract,  how  the 
jungle  fowl  feathers  (in  a  line  with  the  hook)  open 
and  shut,  you  would  see  at  once  that  it  must  be 
very  attractive  to  any  large  game  fish.  White  and 
silver  predominate,  but  are  toned  down  by  long 
badger  hackles  and  jungle  fowl  feathers.  The  tail 
is  made  of  two  scarlet  ibis  feathers  back  to  back. 

We  have  taken,  with  a  companion,  sixty  pike 
in  an  afternoon  with  these  flies.  Usually  the  big 
fish  prefer  the  fly  well  sunk,  but  it  is  more  sport 
when  the  fish  can  be  seen  when  they  rise.  I  will 
send  the  formula  to  anyone  with  enough  faith  in 
his  composition  to  try  them,  as  I  have  purposely 
left  out  that  part  of  the  fly  which  of  all  the 
materials  most  contributes  to  its  life-like  effect. 
They  will  kill  all  kinds  of  game  fish,  salmon 
included. 

Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Diy-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria' is  a  delightful  volume."  iLhs  Amateur  Angler 
«ays  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  Clark's  Library,  Dorking,  at  the  reduced 
price  of  is,  6d, 


THE  YEA.ELY  CHANGE  OF  TEETH 
IN  THE  COMMON  EIVEK  CAKP 
{CYPBINUS  CARPIO). 

I  BELIEVE  the  above  matter  to  be  one  not 
generally  familiar  to  anglers,  and  quite  worthy  of 
being  brought  to  their  notice,  the  more  so  as  up 
to  the  present  day  I  have  but  once  seen  it  mentioned 
in  print.    Of  this  more  anon. 

It  is  now  over  twenty  years  since  I  first  came 
across  this  curious  fact,  when  I  was  residing  on  j 
the  banks  of  the  Serdoba  (Serdobsk  district  of  the  i 
Province  Saratov),  but  somehow  I  never  thought 
that  this  observation  of  mine  might  be  novel  not 
to  myself  only,  and  therefore  did  not  think  of 
communicating  it  either  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  or 
to  our  Russian  sporting  magazine — Priroda  i  Okhota  j 
("Nature  and  Sport").   Since  then,  however,  I  have  , 
had  ample  opportunity  to  ascertain  that  the  yearly 
change  of  teeth  in  the  common  river  carp  is  known 
to  comparatively  few  anglers  (query,  whether  this 
restriction  as  to  "  anglers  "  is  not  just  a  little  "  too 
much  of  a  restriction"!),  and  as  I  have  quite 
recently  obtained  a  very  fine  specimen  of  teeth  from 
a  15lb.  carp  that  was  sent  to  me  from  Serdobsk,  in 
which  the  new  growth  of  teeth  ("crowns,"  to  be 
quite  correct)  happened  to  be  very  much  in  evidence, 
I  thought  it  might  be  opportune  to  give  a  detailed 
account  of  my  observations  regarding  this  question. 

First  of  all  I  would  remark  that  up  to  now  I 
never  have  come  across  a  thoroughly  accurate 
representation  of  the  carp's  pharyngeal  teeth.*  As 
these  are  very  curious,  and  quite  worthy  of  a  some- 
what closer  study,  I  herewith  enclose  a  life-size  photo 
of  the  teeth  of  the  above- 
mentioned  15-pounder,  and  of  the 
"  grinding  "-plate,  which  consti- 
tutes an  essential  part  of  the  carp's 
masticating  apparatus,  together 
with  serrated  ray  from  dorsal  fin. 
As  will  be  seen  from  it,  there  are 
four  "  molar "-  teeth,  with  flat 
surfaces,  deeply  striated  or  fur- 
rowed, and  one  "  nipple-shaped  "- 
tooth  ("  mastoid  "  is  the  scientific 
definition  for  it,  I  presume).  The 
apex  of  the  latter  stands  consider- 
ably below  the  level  of  the  con- 
tiguous large  molar  tooth,  and 
very  nearly  on  a  level  with  the 
smallest  molar.  The  four  molars 
form  a  slightly  concave  surface, 
sloping  downward  towards  the 
smallest  one  of  the  set ;  a  gristly, 
triangular-shaped  plate  works 
with  its  convex  surface  against 
the  furrowed  surfaces  of  the 
molars  and  effects  the  trituration 
—the  grinding  or  crushing— of  the  fish's  food,  and  it 
is  very  curious  indeed  to  see  how  well  the  working 
surfaces  of  the  teeth  fit  that  of  the  plate.  It  stands 
to  reason  that  the  constant  friction  to  which  the 
surface  of  the  teeth  is  subjected  is  bound  to  wear 
down  by-and-by  the  ridges  between  the  furrows  of 
the  crowns,  the  more  so  as  particles  of  sand  and 
grit  unavoidably  must  be  taken  in  together  with  the 
food.  This  is  proved— if  any  proof  should  be 
deemed  necessary— by  the  fact  that  towards  the  end 
of  autumn  (that  is,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
Russian  conditions,  sometime  between  the  middle 
of  September  and  the  middle  of  October  of  your 
style,  according  to  the  latitude  of  this  or  that 
locality)  the  ridges  between  the  grooves  of  the 
teeth  are  worn  quite  flat,  and  sometimes  even 
obliterated  altogether.  And,  if  things  were  to  go 
on  in  that  style,  without  some  provision  for  renew- 
ing the  worn-down  cro-wns  of  the  teeth  being  made 
by  Nature,  it  would  be  a  sad  outlook  for  31  r. 
Cijprinus  Carpio  :  incomplete  mastication,  impaired 
digestion,  dyspepsia,  et  hoc  genus  omne. 

But  kind  Nature  does  provide  a  remedy  in  the 
shape  of  "new  crowns  for  old  ones,"-  the  new 
crowns  being  formed  in  the  fleshy  substance  sur- 
rounding the  foundations  of  the  teeth.  When  the 
time  comes,  the  old  crown  subsides  (is  it  not  possible 
that  it  is  absorbed?)  and  the  new  one  takes  its  place. 
I  certainly  am  in  the  dark  as  to  the  modus  quo  this 
is  effected,  yet  I  have  tried  to  find  an  explanation 
for  it ;  the  change  of  teeth  taking  place  just  during 


breeding  time  and  during  the  recuperating  period 
which  follows  the  former,  that  is  at  a  time  when 
the  carp  abstains  from  all  food,  there  is  no  work 
for  the  masticating  apparatus.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  gums 
— irritated  by  the  newly-formed  crowns — may  be 
allowed  to  swell  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cover  the 
whole  of  the  teeth,  and  the  absorption  (?)  of  the  old 
crown,  as  well  as  the  "grafting  "  of  the  new  one  on 
the  stem  of  the  tooth,  may  proceed  under  the  pro- 
tective covering  of  the  swollen  mucous  membrane. 
It  may  not  be  impossible,  also,  that  the  old  crowns 
are  worn  down  by  this  time  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
render  all  kind  of  absorption  superfluous. 

Of  course  there  is  plenty  of  "speculation"  in  the 
above,  and  the  kind  reader  must  take  it  for  what  it 
is  worth.  What  I  can  vouch  for  is  that  I  have 
found  spare  crowns  in  the  gums  of  carp  caught  in 
the  early  part  of  autumn,  that  is,  about  the  first 
days  of  September.  But  there  are  a  few  "  doubtful" 
points  which  I  think  it  may  be  just  as  well  to  men- 
tion here.  First  and  foremost,  the  question  as  to 
the  number  of  spare  crowns  I  have  found  ;  unfortun- 
ately, I  have  not  been  sufficiently  careful  in  this 
matter,  and  therefore  cannot  asseverate  that  I  have 
found  complete  sets  for  the  whole  of  the  ten  teeth. 
I  am  positive  as  to  my  having  found  crowns  for  the 
molar  teeth,  as  well  as  for  the  mastoids  ;  and  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  in  some  cases  there  were 
new  crowns  for  the  whole  complete  set.  Yet  I 
must  remark  that  in  the  teeth  of  the  15-pounder 
under  consideration,  one  side  (the  left  one  in  the 
drawing)  is  very  much  more  worn  than  the  other, 
and  that  I  have  found  the  crowns  for  the  worn  side 
only.    I  must  admit  that  the  head  of  the  fish  had 


*  One  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  would  be  that 
given  on  page  93  of  Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley-PenneU's 
"  Angler-Naturalist  "  if  it  were  not  for  a  very  curious 
error  in  the  number  of  molar  teeth — five  instead  of 
three. 


not  been  kept  "sweet"  enough,  and  that  the  opera- 
tion of  removing  the  pharyngeal  bones  and  teeth 
was  somewhat  complicated  by  the  incipient  decom- 
position of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  gullet. 
Nevertheless,  it  would  have  been  a  somewhat 
remarkable  fiuke  if  I  had  managed  to  miis  the 
whole  of  the  crowns  of  the  right  pharyngeal  bone, 
while  I  had  not  missed  one  of  the  left  bone. 

This  time  I  have  taken  care  to  look  up  the  whole 
of  my  ichthyological  Ubrary,  which  contains  some- 
where about  a  hundred  books  in  Russian,  English. 
German,  and  French,  and  the  only  mention  of  the 
phenomenon  under  consideration  which  I  could 
find  is  contained  in  the  general  description  of  the 
Cyprinoidei  in  Von  Siebold's  standard  work  on  the 
" Freshwater  Fishes  of  Central  Europe"  (page  82 
of  the  edition  of  1863,  Engelmann,  Leipzig).  I 
herewith  give  as  accurate  a  translation  of  it  as  I 
possibly  can.  Some  of  the  scientific  terms  used  in 
this  case  are  unfamiliar  to  me — my  EngUsh  does 
not  go  so  far — and  I  therefore  shall  give  the 
German  words  in  those  cases  where  I  am  not  quite 
sure  about  the  English  equivalent. 

"The  pharyngeal  teeth  of  the  Cyprinoidei  offer  a 
highly  interesting  material  for  the  study  of  the 
development  of  the  teeth,  inasmuch  as  they  are 
changed  every  year  by  the  substitution  of  a  new 
growth.  This  growth  of  new  teeth  proceeds  in 
close  proximity  to  the  old  teeth,  in  the  mucous 
membrane  which  lines  the  bottom  of  the  gullet. 
It  would  appear,  however,  that  the  dental  follicles 
(Zahnsiickchen),  which  are  concealed  here,  generate 
the  crown  only,  consisting  of  dentine  and  enamel: 
the  osseous  substance  forming  the  root  ('  the  stem,' 
rather. — P.  T. )  of  the  tooth,  and  constituting  part 
and  parcel  of  the  pharyngeal  bones  which  support 

[2] 


62 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


January  24,  1903 


the  teeth,  also  grows  anew  out  of  the  latter  bones 
after  the  old  tooth  has  made  space  for  the  new  one 
by  falUng  oS  together  with  its  osseous  root  (?). 
This  change  of  teeth  always  takes  place  in  the 
breeding  season,  during  which  the  fish,  after  having 
fed  themselves  up  thoroughly,  used  to  abstain  from 
food.  If  one  inspects  the  pharyngeal  bones  of  the 
Cyprinoidei  before  the  end  of  their  breeding  period 
one  will  find  the  follicles  to  hold  the  crowns  of  the 
new  teeth  in  the  different  stages  of  development, 
whether  these  crowns  be  provided  with  grinding 
surfaces  or  not  (N.B.— P.  T.).  In  view  of  such  a 
constant  renewal  of  the  teeth,  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  of  the  grinding  teeth  {denies  contusorii)  of 
certain  Cyprinoidei  as  being  worn  down  from  old 
age,  as  does  Heckel  (Nr.  II  c,  p.  1006),  these  teeth 
wearing  down  altogether  every  year."- 

From  the  above  it  would  appear  that  this 
exchange  of  "  new  crowns  for  old  ones  "  is  peculiar 
to  all  the  representatives  of  the  Cyprinoidei.  I 
must  say,  however,  that  I  have  not  found  any 
traces  of  new  crowns  in  the  heads  of  bream  and 
other  Cyprinoidei  taken  at  the  same  time  as  carp 
in  which  the  new  crowns  were  strongly  in  evidence. 
It  may  be  premature  to  draw  any  deductions  from 
the  above  observation,  which  I  shall  verify  care- 
fully at  the  earUest  opportunity ;  but  on  the  whole 
I  am  a  pretty  close  observer,  and  should  be  much 
astonished  if  I  should  happen  to  find  out  that  I 
have  been  at  fault  in  this  case. 

I  think  it  would  be  of  great  interest  to  all  those 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  whom  the 
pleasures  of  angling  are  not  limited  to  the  catching 
of  fish  to  hear  what  other  and  better  qualified 
students  of  ichthyology  may  have  to  say  on  the 
subject  treated  in  the  above  lines. 

Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov. 


CONCERNING  HOOKS  AND  BAITS. 


Abuse  of  Hooks. 

Many  hooks  are  used  both  too  large  and  too  small 
for  the  mouths  of  the  fish  which  they  are  intended  to 
catch.  When  a  bait  is  put  on  some  of  these  large 
hooks  it  is  impossible  for  certain  fish  to  take  it.  If 
anglers  would  study  the  shape  and  size  of  the  mouths 
of  the  various  fish  these  mistakes  could  not  occur.  It 
is  quite  as  absurd  to  use  a  hook  so  small  that  there 
is  little  or  no  chance  to  hook  the  quarry,  or  to  hold 
it  when  it  is  hooked,  as  to  use  one  so  large  that  a 
fish  cannot  possibly  get  a  bait  into  its  mouth.  Again, 
a  much  larger  hook'may  be  used  for  taking  perch, 
roach,  tench,  chub,  barbel,  and  pike,  etc.,  when 
they  are  six  years  old  than  when  they  are  two,  yet 
some  anglers  constantly  act  as  though  the  mouths 
of  fish  never  altered,  when  the  fact  is,  the  mouths 
of  some  fish  increase  tremendously  with  age— the 
chub  and  perch,  for  instance.  I  think  I  hear  some- 
one say,  "  Of  course  a  larger  hook  should  be  used." 
I  have  seen  many  anglers,  and  especially  beginners, 
who  have  made  no  allowance  whatever.  They 
catch,  say,  a  dace  with  a  worm  on  a  hook  large 
enough  for  barbel,  and  I  have  known  them  keep  on 
as  though  it  were  something  to  be  proud  of. 

Many  years  ago  I  saw  an  angler  fishing  for  bream 
in  the  Medway  at  East  Peckham  with  an  exceedingly 
long-shanked" hook.  His  two  grains  of  wheat  had 
worked  down  on  the  bend,  with  the  barb  and  shank 
exposed,  and  a  nice  enticing  lure  it  looked.  I  have 
often  heard  anglers  say,  "  Fish  do  not  bother  about 
examining  the  hook. "  I  think  this  is  a  great  mistake. 
How  could  a  fish  possibly  help  noticing  such  an 
arrangement  ?  I  admit  they  might  not  notice  the 
point  protruding  through  a  worm  or  gentle,  etc., 
but  scores  of  anglers  irmocently  beheve  that  they 
do  not  notice  an  exposed  shank.  Out  of  mere 
curiosity  I  said  to  this  unique  individual,  "Have 
you  had  any  sport  ? "  "  I've  not  caught  one,"  he 
replied. 

Baits  and  Bites. 
Fish  that  take  a  bait  in  a  deliberate  manner, 
such  as  big  roach,  carp,  tench,  and  carp  bream,  may 
be  fished  for  with  larger  baits  than  several  other 
fish  that  take  a  bait  quickly.  I  firmly  beheve  that 
all  fish  not  only  bite  differently  at  different  periods, 
but  bite  differently  at  the  same  sort  of  bait;  in 
fact,  bite  in  such  a  peculiar  and  gingerly  manner 
that  the  angler  has  great  difficulty  in  hooking  them. 
It  is  much  easier  for  a  fish  to  take  one  sort  of  bait 
than  another.  A  half-pound  perch  can  annex  the 
tail  end  of  a  maiden-lob  much  quicker  than  a  small 
gudgeon.  A  chub  can  take  a  wasp-grub  quicker 
than  a  specimen  minnow,  and  so  on.  A  pound  eel 
can  be  allowed  from  ten  seconds  to  twenty  minutes, 


according  to  the  nature  of  the  bait.  This  should 
not  be  overlooked.  As  a  rule,  the  larger  the  bait 
the  more  time  fish  require,  which  they  do  not  always 
get,  and  so  save  their  bacon.  I  do  not  know  any 
two  fish  that  can  take  large  baits  in  the  shape  of 
worms  with  more  persistency  than  tiny  eels  and 
dace,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  I  should  use  a 
bream  hook  for  the  former  and  a  barbel  hook  for 
the  latter  fish.  Whatever  fish  the  yoimg  angler  is 
going  to  try  and  catch,  the  mouth  of  the  fish,  the 
bait,  and  size  of  the  hook  should  all  be  studied, 
and  the  lure  should  suit  the  hook  to  a  nicety.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  mouths  of  no  two 
fish  are  quite  aUke,  and  it  is  certain  some  fish  are 
caught  more  easily  than  others.  How  dace  manage 
to  annex  the  worms  intended  for  barbel  and  get 
caught  as  they  do  has  always  been  a  mystery  to 
me.  In  these  cases  it  is  evident  that  the  worms  do 
not  hang  down  like  chitterlings  from  a  skewer, 

Position  of  Bait. 

Some  anglers  never  seem  to  think  that  no  matter 
what  bait  is  used  he  will  always  be  more  successful 
with  the  top  of  his  rod  held  well  over  bis  float,  with 
no  slack  line,  and  seated  in  a  position  enabUng  him 
to  respond  like  a  flash  to  the  least  depression  of 
his  tell-tale,  than  if  he  were  fishing  with  a  loose 
line,  or  if  it  were  merely  drooping  like  "  a  bow  from 
his  rod."  The  more  he  increases  the  distance  of 
the  bait  from  his  rod,  either  in  still  water  or  river 
fishing  with  the  float,  or  ledgering  well  out  (especially 
for  roach  with  a  small  bimch  of  gentles  or  paste) 
in  slow  running  rivers,  such  as  the  Bedford  Ouse, 
Medway,  or  Witham,  the  more  he  will  increase  the 
difficulty  of  striking  successfully.  Roach  annex  the 
inside  of  gentles  in  the  coolest  manner,  and  small 
roach  will  take  tiny  pieces  clean  out  of  a  pellet  of 
paste  without  exposing  the  hook,  much  less  get 
caught.  This  is  almost  as  bad  as  fishing  in  streams 
so  fast  that  the  quarry  have  no  chance  to  take  the 
bait. 

The  Best  Hook. 

According  to  some  anglers  a  great  number 
of  different  patterns  are  all  more  or  less  the  best. 
I  have  heard  anglers  say,  "This  pattern  is  the 
best."  If  these  anglers  were  quite  certain  that  a 
fish  had  a  better  chance  of  taking  a  bait  with  one 
sort  of  hook  than  another  they  would  naturally  use 
that  pattern,  but  how  could  they  possibly  be  certain 
unless  they  had  experimented  with  the  same  baits 
on  all  the  patterns  made  ?  What  one  angler  con- 
siders the  best  pattern  another  angler  would  not 
use.  A  particular  pattern  of  hook  may  be  good  for 
fly  fishing  but  very  bad  for  coarse  fishing.  Another 
pattern  may  be  good  for  one  style  of  fishing  but 
bad  for  another,  and  so  on.  In  my  humble  opinion 
the  only  possible  way  to  find  out  which  is  the  best 
sort  of  hook  for  general  fishing  is  from  experience. 
I  know  an  angler  of  the  old  school  who  uses  a  worm 
on  a  Kirby  hook  with  such  an  outward  twist  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  point  to  enter  the  fish 
except  in  an  oblique  manner.  Precisely  the  opposite 
occurs  in  a  properly  made  round  bent  hook,  the 
impact  from  the  stroke  coming  straight  from  the 
rod  top  and  gut  directly  on  the  point,  and  what 
better  hook,  may  I  ask,  can  one  have  to  bait  with 
the  worm  ?  and  yet  some  anglers  prefer  a  wide, 
almost  square  sneck-bent  hook.  I  have  seen  another 
pattern  of  hook  the  point  of  which  leans  so  much 
towards  the  shank  that  if  a  straight  line  were  drawn 
from  it  it  would  only  just  miss  the  end  of  it,  the 
pressure  of  the  stroke  not  coming  straight  on  the 
point  but  some  distance  above  it. 

Too  MUCH  Barb. 
There  is  one  great  defect  often  to  be  seen  in 
hooks  that  prevents  anglers  from  striking  fish 
properly  they  never  notice  at  first,  and  that  is 
the  barb  is  so  long  and  stands  out  at  such  an 
outrageous  angle  from  the  shank  that  it  is  impossible 
to  make  them  penetrate  without  either  snapping 
the  hook  or  breaking  the  tackle.  I  have  often  seen 
both  mishaps  occur.  The  fact  is  in  many  cases  one 
might  as  well  attempt  to  stick  a  meat  hook  into  a 
log  of  oak  as  expect  to  send  many  a  hook  I  have 
seen  beyond  the  barb  without  breaking  either  the 
hook  or  tackle.  In  a  dozen  crystal  hooks  to  gut  I  once 
gave  to  a  well-known  old  Arun  angler  (he  having  run 
short)  quite  half  of  them  snapped  at  the  bend  when 
striking,  much  to  his  disgust.  Sometimes  the  wire 
is  under  tempered,  then  they  straighten  and  allow 
the  fish  to  escape  ;  on  the  other  hand,  a  hook  may 
be  over  tempered,  and  sooner  or  later  is  certain  to 
snap  like  a  carrot.  When  small  sized  hooks  are 
used  with  much  finer  gut  then  that  often  breaks 


instead  of  the  hooks  because  they  will  not  penetrate; 
If  this  were  not  the  case,  how  is  it  that  after  I  have 
considerably  shortened  the  barbs  with  a  small  file 
they  have  held  the  fish  quite  well  ?  If  the)  makers 
of  these  hooks  had  exercised  a  little  common-sense 
in  the  matter  there  would  have  been  no  necessity 
to  take  this  trouble. 

Speaking  of  small  hooks,  when  one  considers  with 
what  a  rush  a  trout  heads  off  when  the  hook  is 
Bent  home,  how  he  tries  every  dodge  to  escape, 
and  leaps  out,  I  have  often  wondered  how  trout 
fishermen  hook,  play,  and  land  2lb.  and  3lb.  trout 
with  hooks  that  many  roach  anglers  would  use  for 
a  single  gentle  or  a  very  small  pellet  of  paste,  until 
I  saw  a  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  dated  Feb.  28, 
1891,  signed  "J.  W.,"-  explaining  the  difficulty. 
He  says  : — "  It  is  a  well-known  fact  among  anglers 
that  when  a  trout  is  hooked  by  any  part  of  the 
upper  jaw  or  lip  it  is  almost  certain  that  trout  will 
be  landed  safely  in  the  basket,  whereas  when 
hooked  by  the  Tinder  jaw  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  it  will  become  the  property  of  the  angler, 
for  the  reason  it  has  so  many  chances  of  getting  off; 
The  explanation  is  obvious.  The  trout  has  no 
power  to  move  the  upper  jaw,  in  common  with 
many  other  animals,  and  consequently  when  the 
hook  is  lodged  there  the  trout  cannot  get  so  easily 
rid  of  it ;  but  when  fixed  in  any  part  of  the  under 
jaw  it  is  opened  wide,  and  the  instant  the  trout 
finds  its  mistake  the  tongue  is  used  to  expel  the 
hook,  so  that  both  hook  and  trout  get  free."  Then 
he  explains  how  the  feat  of  making  the  hook  lodge 
in  the  roof  of  the  mouth  can  be  accomplished.  The 
secret  is  to  tie  the  hook  on  the  gut  in  such  a  manner 
that  "  the  round  or  bend  of  the  hook  is  pointing  to 
the  surface  of  the  water  instead  of  hanging  down 
towards  the  bottom  and  in  sight  of  the  trout,  so 
that  nothing  is  seen  of  the  hook  except  what  is 
wanted — namely,  the  body,  feet,  and  wings."  Even 
this  idea  is  not  new,  for  an  editorial  footnote  says : — 
"  It  is  some  years  ago  now  since  we  advocated  and 
illustrated  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  trout  flies  with 
the  hook  turned  up  between  the  wings.  We  found 
them  to  answer  very  well.  The  idea  was  included 
in  Mr.  Pennell's  work,  '  Modem  Improvements  in 
Fishing  Tackle.'  "  I  wonder  if  other  sorts  of  fish, 
by  being  hooked  in  the  lower  jaw  or  lip  instead  of 
the  upper,  really  get  rid  of  hooks  with  the  aid  of 
their  tongues.  His  plan  does  not  apply  to  eyed 
hooks,  for  he  says  : — "  Place  the  end  of  the  gut  to  be 
tied  along  the  shank  of  the  hook  in  a  line  with  the 
point  of  it,  taking  care  to  keep  the  gut  straight,  so 
as  to  prevent  it  warping  round  the  shank." 

The  wide,  square-like,  sneck-bent  hook  referred 
to  above  is  excellent  for  paternostering  or  live 
baiting  for  pike.  If  the  bend  of  a  pike  hook  clasps 
the  lips  of  a  bait  (say,  a  dace)  too  closely,  not  only 
does  it  die  quicker  than  if  the  hook  were  wider  and 
allowed  more  freedom  to  its  lips,  but  it  is  possible 
for  a  pike  to  take  the  bait  into  its  stomach  and  the 
angler  to  play  it  until  the  bait  is  pulled  out  without 
the  sUghtest  chance  of  hooking  it.  I  am  positive 
this  has  occurred  on  one  or  two  occasions  for  the 
simple  reason  that  the  pike  never  acted  as  though 
it  were  hooked  in  the  mouth.  There  was  always  a 
peculiar,  dull,  dead  sort  of  resistance  without  the 
display  of  either  dash  or  energy,  and  when  I  have 
examined  the  bait  it  has  been  as  free  from  scales  as 
though  it  had  been  cleaned  with  a  knife. 

Lastly,  many  fish  (especially  roach)  are  missed 
and  lost  when  paste  fishuig  with  the  short,  round, 
stubby  hooks  that  when  they  are  held  level  by  the 
bend  with  the  point  upwards  the  end  of  the  shank 
comes  very  little  higher  than  the  point.  The  veriest 
tyro  can  see  that  the  penetrating  power  is  Uttle, 
and  the  holding  power  of  these  hooks  much  less 
than  those  longer  in  the  shank,  such  as  the  round 
bend  and  crystal  patterns,  and  should  be  used  as 
little  as  possible.  Therefore,  those  anglers  who  wish 
to  avoid  the  various  drawbacks  enumerated  above 
should  bestow  as  much  care  on  the  purchase  of  his 
hooks  as  a  rod,  reel,  line,  or  any  other  important 
article,  and  by  so  doing  save  themselves  trouble 
and  expense.  Old  Hand. 


MANCHESTER  INTERNATIONAL 
INDUSTRIAL  EXHIBITION,  1002-1903. 


Messrs.  John  Enright  and  Son,  of  Castleconnell, 
Ireland,  the  celebrated  fishing-rod  and  tackle 
makers,  have  been  awarded  the  gold  medal  at  the 
above  exhibition  for  excellence  of  exhibit,  which 
comprised  a  splendid  display  of  their  famous 
"Castleconnell"  rods  and  the  various  articles  of 
fishing-tackle,  all  of  the  very  best  quality. 
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SARDINES. 


Energetic  efforts  continue  to  be  mads  for  the 
relief  of  the  distress  from  which  the  fisherfolk  along 
a  portion  of  the  Breton  coasts  are  suffering.  A 
subscription  which  one  Paris  newspaper  is  getting 
up  already  exceeds  £5,000,  and  many  other  satis- 
factory instances  might  be  cited.  At  a  Cabinet 
Council  held  at  the  Elyse'e,  arrangements  were 
made  for  laying  before  Parliament  a  bill  for  the 
grant  of  £20,000  to  these  poor  people,  and  it  was 
adopted.  These  measures  are  being  taken  only  just 
in  time,  as  harrowing  accounts  of  their  sad  position, 
which  more  than  confirm  the  description  of  the 
situation  which  you  received  at  the  outbreak  of 
this  crisis,  are  being  forwarded  dailj'.  All 
the  trouble  has  arisen  from  the  fact  that 
the  sardines  have  deserted  the  French  coasts. 
About  one  hundred  thousand  persons  of  all  ages 
were  practically  dependent  on  this  industry, 
and  its  collapse  has  brought  starvation  into  their 
homes.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  persistent  absence 
of  the  little  fish  ?  Various  theories  are  volunteered, 
but  there  is  really  no  very  plausible  explanation. 
The  sardine  is  migratory,  but  if  it  kept  away  from 
one  place  during  the  summer  season  it  usually 
turned  up  in  another.  Sometimes  the  complaint 
was  made  that  there  was  an  excessive  supply. 
During  the  last  two  years,  however,  it  has  been  all 
the  other  way. 

A  few  remarks  about  the  manner  in  which  the 
sardine  fishery  is  conducted  will  no  doubt  be  of 
interest  to  your  readers.  The  great  season  is 
from  May  to  November,  the  fish  caught  then 
being  called  "sardines  de  rogue,"  to  distinguish 
them  from  the  "  sardines  d'hiver,"  which  are 
taken  during  the  other  months  to  the  north  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Loire,  without  the  use  of  any 
bait,  and  in  comparatively  small  quantities.  The 
"  rogue  "  is  the  salted  roe  of  cod,  which  is  chiefiy 
derived  from  Norway,  from  which  country  more 
than  70,000  kilogrammes  are  annually  imported. 
Last  year  the  price  of  this  bait,  which  formerly 
cost  from  30f.  to  40f.  per  barrel,  rose  to  140f., 
and   as,   owing    to    its  dearness,   the  fishermen 

~  were  obliged  to  be  sparing  in  its  use,  it  seems 
most  probable  that  this  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  mischief.  Already,  in  1901,  no  little  anxiety 
had  been  felt  by  the  population.  The  summer 
months  were  passing  by,  and  little,  if  anything, 
was  to  be  seen  of  the  sardine.  Fishing  boats  stayed 
out  all  night  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  day- 
break, which  is  the  best  time  of  all,  but  in  vain. 
The  sea  was  innocent  of  that  special  hue  which  the 
appearance  of  a  bank  of  sardines  lends  to  it.  Bait 
was  thrown  out  to  no  purpose.  Suddenly — it  was 
now  the  month  of  August — a  change  came.  A  boat 
brought  in  one  day  2,000  of  the  little  fish,  which 
fetched  60f.  The  spell  was  broken,  and  capital 
hauls  were  soon  made.  Last  year  it  was  hoped  that 
the  end  of  August  would  see  a  like  transformation, 
but  the  poor  people  were  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment. They  toiled  on  without  avail.  The  sardine 
this  time  had  quite  deserted  their  shores,  and  as, 
moreover,  the  bait  cost  so  much,  their  little  store  of 
money  soon  melted  away.  Tradesmen  no  longer 
dared  to  give  them  credit,  and  then  panic,  with  the 
inevitable  distress,  followed. 

How  is  the  fishing  eai-ried  on  when  the  conditions 
are  favourable  ?  In  early  morning,  with  two-masted 
undecked  boats,  each  with  a  crew  of  from  four  to 
six  men.    Each  boat  is  provided  with  half-a-dozen 

,  long  and  deep  nets,  one  of  which  is  thrown  out  when 
an  eligible  spot  is  reached,  with  great  care  and  with 
every  precaution,  to  prevent  noise  arising  from  the 
splash  of  oars  and  other  causes.  The  owner  stands 
in  the  stern  looking  around,  and  casting  from  time 
to  time  into  the  sea  a  few  handfuls  of  "rogue  "  for 
the  purpose  of  attracting  the  sardines,  which  usually 
keep  at  a  certain  depth.  Even  when  they  have 
approached  the  surface  he  continues  to  throw  bait 
to  the  right  and  left  of  the  floating  line  of  the  net, 
and  the  little  fish,  being  greedy  of  it,  fall  a  ready 
prey.  When  this  net  is  full  it  is  hauled  in  and 
another  is  cast.  Meanwhile  the  first  net  is  emptied 
with  great  care,  as  the  sardines  destined  for  pre- 
serving must  not  be  bruised.  The  net  is  shaken  in 
a  way  known  only  to  the  initiated  in  these  matters, 
the  operation  being  of  a  very  delicate  character. 

There  seems,  indeed,  to  be  little  doubt  that  the 
high  price  of  the  "rogue,"  which,  as  will  have  been 
noticed,  plays  a  foremost  part  in  the  fishery,  is 
responsible  to  a  great  extent  for  this  very  bad 
season.  There  is  now  talk  of  trying  another  and 
less  expensive  bait,  and  with  this  view  some  very 
interesting  experiments  have  been  made  by  a  naval 
official  with  salted  pastes  fabricated  out  of  chopped 
tunny  fish,  out  of  chopped  sardines  and  mackerel 
combined,  and  with  a  mixture  of  both  pastes,  which 
is  regarded  by  this  authority  as  the  most  satis- 
factory, especially  if  a  little  "rogue"  is  used  as 
well.  The  fish  thus  chopped  up  can  be  procured 
from  the  dgoris  of  the  different  factories,  which  are 


either  thrown  away  or  sold  for  a  trifle  as  manure, 
so  that  an  abundance  of  this  bait  can  be  had  for  a 
very  small  sum.  The  fishermen  in  several  places 
have  tried  it  with  success. 

Now  for  a  few  figures  in  conclusion.  The  statis- 
tics for  1898  show  more  than  .56,000,000  kilo- 
grammes (55,125  tons)  of  sardines,  valued  at 
9,500,000f.,  while  in  1899  32,000,000  kilogrammes 
(31,500  tons),  estimated  at  a  little  under  10,000,000f., 
are  reported.  This,  by  the  way,  indicates  that  the 
value  does  not  depend  on  quantity.  No  statistics 
have  been  issued  for  the  last  two  years.  The  trade 
has  passed  through  various  crises  before.  Thus,  in 
1883,  57  out  of  157  factories  were  closed,  and 
the  work  at  those  which  were  kept  open  was  very 
slack.  When  the  sardines  returned  in  great  num- 
bers the  factories  were  unable  to  cope  with  their 
task,  and  the  fish  were  sold  as  low  as  3f.  per  1,000, 
and  did  not  on  some  days  find  buyers  even  at  that 
price.  There  is  consequently  no  reason  to  despair 
of  the  future  of  this  interesting  industry. — Daily 
Telegraph. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Remaeks. — The  river  is  now 
in  excellent  order ;  roach,  chub,  and  perch  are 
feeding  well.  At  Hampton,  Mr.  M.  Gunn  has  had 
a  good  take  of  these  fish.  Mr.  A.  Hart  won  the 
Anchor  Fishing  Society  chub  competition  with  fish 
from  Sunbury,  and  also  the  K.P.S.  roach  com- 
petition with  fish  from  the  same  locality.  Mr.  F. 
Sands  won  the  second  prize  with  a  fish  from 
Datchet.  He  fished  in  a  dense  fog.  Roach  give 
splendid  sport  at  this  time  of  the  year,  being  very 
powerful  and  sportive.  Fine  tackle  should  be  used, 
but  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  a  fairly  heavily- shotted 
float.  Swims  to  fish  are  especially  those  situated  by 
the  side  of  boughs,  or  by  the  bank  where  the  stream 
shoots  off  leaving  an  eddy  just  below.  In  the 
latter  case  the  angler  should  throw  his  line  out 
towards  the  stream  and  allow  the  eddy  to  gradually 
draw  it  in.'  This  is  done  by  the  angler  as  he  stands 
well  above  the  swim.  He  allows  the  float  to  travel 
along  the  outside  of  the  current  and  then  holds  his 
line  tight,  thus  transforming  his  tackle  into  what  is 
known  as  float-legering  tackle.  This  method  of 
fishing  is  now  generally  adopted  by  Thames  anglers, 
who  allow  the  shots  to  lie  on  the  bottom  of  the 
river  and  by  holding  the  line  tight  can  easily  detect 
the  bite  of  a  fish.  In  regard  to  bait,  one  cannot 
do  much  better  than  breadcrust,  which  should  be 
cut  into  small  squares  and  gently  placed  on  the 
hook.  They  will  not  often  be  washed  off  by  the 
stream  provided  due  care  is  taken  in  threading,  or 
by  what  may  be  termed  impaling  the  flakes  or  layers 
of  bread  on  the  hook.  Some  anglers  use  white  paste, 
which  is  simply  composed  of  soaked  bread,  kneaded 
by  the  hands.  It  must  not  be  made  too  firmly,  but 
should  be  stiff  enough  to  hold  well  to  the  hook.  At 
this  time  of  the  year  small  red  worms  can  be  effect- 
ually used  as  a  means  of  taking  dace,  but  in  this 
instance  the  float  tackle  should  lie  close  to  the  bank 
where  the  stream  is  sharp,  leaving  a  little  slack 
water  at  the  side.  Worms  known  as  "small  reds" 
are  better  than  brandlings  on  the  Thames,  and  the 
tail  end  of  a  lobworm  is  often  the  bait  by  which 
large  roach  are  caught. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Owing  to  the  frozen  state 
of  the  river  another  week  has  passed  without  much 
chance  of  sport.  It  is,  however,  now  almost  clear  of 
ice  and  the  water  is  a  nice  colour,  and  if  the  weather 
remains  favourable  there  seems  every  prospect  of 
better  sport  during  the  coming  week.  Alreadj'  fish 
have  been  in  a  feeding  humour,  and  several  jack  up 
to  61b.  have  been  caught.  The  perch,  too,  are  now 
together,  and  s  )me  roach  have  been  taken  from  the 
bank,  while  chub  up  to  3ilb.  have  been  taken  at 
Shiptake.  A  jack  of  about  71b.,  and  in  the  pink  of 
condition,  was  brought  to  me  to-day  (Wednesday), 
it  having  been  picked  up  on  the  bank  near  Marsh 
Lock,  after  an  otter  had  taken  a  good  meal  from  it. 
The  fish,  too,  had  evidently  been  on  the  feed,  for  a 
jack  measuring  172in.  was  found  in  its  inside. — • 
Stanley  Mead. 

Aucholme  District. — Ice  is  disappearing  fast, 
and  by  the  time  this  is  in  print  the  waters  will  be 
open  enough  for  the  renewal  of  pike  fishing.  The 
Commissioners  are  still  paying  special  attention  to 
re-stocking,  and  another  1100  very  nice  tench  go 
into  the  river  this  week.  Many  of  these  fish  are 
large  enough  to  catch  again.  Former  lots  have 
done  so  well,  and  fishermen  have  been  so  pleased 
with  them  it  has  been  decided  to  put  down  a  really 
good  stock  for  future  sport. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wrozham  District). — Angling 
has  been  decidedly  quiet  here  since  Christmas.  At 
that  time  some  decent  pike  were  taken  by  holiday 


anglers,  but  roach,  owing  to  the  variable  weather 
probably,  have  been  feeding  very  poorly  for  a  con- 
siderable time.  The  reaches  near  the  village  alsa 
have  been  considerably  over-netted  for  pike  bait. 
Weather  and  river  at  present  are  in  wretched  order 
— fog,  drizzle,  melting  snow  and  ice,  and  muddy 
water  render  fishing  of  any  kind  both  hopeless  and 
disagreeable.  When  the  weather  clears  up  and 
steadies,  however,  reaching  will  probably  be  re- 
munerative, and  as  the  shooting  will  soon  terminate 
on  most  of  the  splendid  private  broads  (after  which 
fishing  is  granted  to  a  favoured  few),  we  may  expect 
to  hear  of  some  leviathans  being  secured  by  those 
lucky  enough  to  secure  permits  for  these  coveted 
preserves.  At  present,  however,  angling  may  be 
considered  at  a  standstill.  With  improved  weather, 
Wroxham,  Salhouse,  Barton,  and  Hickling  Broads 
will  merit  the  attentions  of  pike  anglers. — C.  H. 
Taylor. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Owing  to  the  several  floods 
which  swept  this  river  during  the  months  of 
October  and  November,  exceptionally  large  numbers 
of  salmon  and  sea-trout  succeeded  in  approaching 
almost  every  portion  of  the  river  and  its  tributaries, 
which  were  of  use  during  spawning  operations,  and 
in  consequence  the  fish  became  well  established, 
and  spawning  operations  were  commenced  at  an 
early  period.  This  speaks  well  for  the  future  of 
the  river  generally,  and  it  was  observed  that 
upon  the  near  approach  of  the  concluding  days 
of  December  the  fish  were  all  spawned  out, 
this  being  generally  attributed  to  the  absence  of 
frost  during  December  and  the  fine  condition  of 
the  water  when  requisite.  Generally  speaking,  but 
meagre  spawning  is  performed  during  January, 
which  may  in  some  measure  be  prejudiced  by  the 
favourable  conditions  which  obtain  during  the 
latter  months  of  the  year.  It  is  estimated  that  in 
addition  to  the  season  having  been  a  good  one  for 
anglers  a  large  number  of  fish  were  at  an  early 
date  well  up  the  various  streams,  the  number  being 
much  above  the  average,  amongst  these  being  sea- 
trout  and  bull-trout.  At  the  time  of  writing  no 
sign  of  the  return  of  kelts  to  the  sea  have  yet 
been  evident,  although  the  condition  of  ths 
river  has  been  favourable  to  their  operations. 
Several  days  of  snow,  accompanied  by  a  keen  frost, 
have  baen  experienced,  but  it  is  not  anticipated 
that  this  will  in  any  degree  retard  the  work  on  the 
spawning  beds.  At  the  time  of  writing  much  milder 
conditions  are  being  experienced,  and  the  outlook 
generally  is  favourable. — J.  Jackson. 

Hxe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — During  the  past  fort- 
night King  Frost  has  ruled  supreme,  and  only  on 
one  or  two  occasions  have  the  most  zealous  of  our 
anglers  ventured  forth.  A  few  pike  have  been 
taken  in  the  river  near  Cowley,  Exe  Railway  Station, 
and  at  Buller's  Bridge.  The  same  efforts  also  have 
given  similar  results  in  our  Exeter  Canal,  and  until  we 
have  a  disappearance  of  the  severe  frost,  which  now 
is  giving  signs  of  departure,  the  prospects  for  the 
next  few  days  are  not  very  encouraging.  Mr. 
Please,  of  the  post-offioe  department,  Taunton,  who 
captured  the  23|lb.  pike,  which  has  been  specially 
set  up,  has,  I  learn,  again  visited  the  Tiverton  Great 
Western  Canal,  and  at  Burlescombe  among  some 
pike  captured  with  live  bait  secmred  a  good  fish  of 
12^1b.  Three  other  anglers,  however,  who  went 
from  the  ancient  city  were  unable  to  fish  at  all,  and 
returning  to  the  Exe  at  Stoke  Canon  caught  one 
small  pike  between  them.  Such  are  the  uncertainties 
of  sport. — -''Red  Palmer." 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
Angling  has  received  a  check  owing  to  the  frost  of 
last  week.  Many  of  the  Lincolnshire  waters  have 
been  frozen  up,  and  many  of  those  not  ice-bound 
are  difficult  of  approach  owing  to  the  fall  of  snow. 
A  thaw  has,  however,  set  in,  and  the  water  is 
moving  away.  The  check  has  been  disappointing, 
owing  to  pike  fishing  being  at  its  best  before  it  set 
in  ;  but  passable  takes  of  roach  were  to  hand.  The 
water  will  be  very  likely  to  bo  fishable  at  the  week 
end. — Limpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  District). — The  ice  is 
disappearing  rapidly,  and  I  think  it  will  be  possible 
to  fish  about  Saturday  with  fair  prospect  of  success. 
We  had  no  quantity  of  snow  fall,  so  that  there  will  be 
none  of  the  effects  of  "snow-broth  "  to  contend  with, 
and  the  water  looks  a  good  colour. — Kinofisheb. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Down  to  this  (Wednes- 
day) evening  no  notable  sport  has  been  reported, 
the  river  having  been  frozen  in  most  parts.  The 
ice  is  fast  disappearing,  and  by  the  week-end  the 
river  ought  to  be  in  good  order  for  roach  fishing. 
Next  week  I  hope  to  have  some  satisfactory  sport 
to  record. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  pike  fishing  now ;  there  have  been 
several  pike  taken  just  this  last  few  days,  two  or 
three  have  been  taken  about  Gib.  each  down  to 
about  41b.  I  think  there  ought  to  be  several  taken 
now.  Boats  and  baits  can  be  obtained  on  apphcation 
to  Ralph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 
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Lxigg  and  Arrow  (leomiixster). — Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  are  now  gone  down  to  their 
proper  level,  and  are  running  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  changeable, 
and  from  last  week's  severe  frosts  (18  and  20 
degrees)  we  now  get  dense  fogs  and  damp  ;  it  has 
not  affected  the  river,  but  it  is  bad  for  anglers  to 
get  out.  The  grayling  are  now  moving  well,  as  they 
always  do  in  foggy  weather,  and  a  few  of  the  old 
hands  have  ventured  out,  and  have  landed  some 
nice  sized  fish.  All  that  is  wanted  is  clear  weather, 
and  grayling  fishing  should  be  good.-^GwYNNE. 

IiTigfg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kiugsland). — 
Thaw  set  in  on  night  of  Jan.  17,  accompanied  by 
dense  fog,  which  has  continued  unbroken  up  to 
time  of  writing  (Jan.  21).  Rivers  are  still  on  the 
high  side  and  appear  to  have  melted  snow  and 
dissolved  ice  in  them  ;  when  they  will  be  in  order 
depends  entirely  on  the  weather,  and  present  condi- 
tions forbid  a  favourable  anticipation  for  the  near 
future. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — The  recent  cold  snap, 
combined  with  the  snow  and  ice  in  the  river,  have  had 
the  effect  of  taking  all  fish  off  the  feed.  The  sharp 
flush  ovir  river  received  through  the  flood  water 
from  the  upper  reaches  has  turned  it  into  anything 
but  a  pleasant  colour,  but  now  it  is  toning  down, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  week  roach  ought  to 
be  on  the  feed  and  pike  as  well.  Only  five  pike 
taken  here  to  my  knowledge  this  week,  about  51b. 
each. — Edward  Collinson. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  severe  spell  of  frost  continued  to  the 
end  of  last  week,  and  as  the  rivers  were  in  good 
condition,  although  above  their  average  level,  those 
anglers  proof  against  the  extreme  cold  and  cutting 
east  wind  managed  to  do  fairly  well.  Since  that 
time  we  have  had  a  very  cold  thaw  which  still 
continues,  so  that  the  rivers  have  been  tinged  with 
snow  water,  caused  by  the  melting  of  the  snow 
which  fell  early  in  the  week,  but  which  has  now 
completely  disappeared.  The  present  aspect  of 
affairs  is,  however,  anything  but  promising  for 
anglers,  as  a  very  dense  fog  has  prevailed  for  some 
days,  and  with  it  a  very  keen  wind  from  a  most 
inhospitable  quarter.  The  only  consolation  is  that 
the  barometer  still  continues  very  high  and  steady, 
and  hopes  are  entertained  by  grayling  anglers  of 
another  spell  of  frosty  weather. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  quite 
stopped  angling  operations.  My  forecast  in  my  last 
letter  proved  correct.  On  Thursday  night  (Jan.  15) 
the  wind  veered  to  the  south.  On  Friday  it 
was  blowing  south-west  with  a  damp  atmosphere, 
and  on  Saturday  came  rain  with  a  general  thaw  to 
the  regret  of  would-be  skaters  at  the  week-end,  but 
welcomed  by  anglers,  hunting  men,  and  footballers, 
not  forgetting  the  host  of  workers  thrown  out  of 
employment  and  whose  Saturday's  wage-sheet  was  a 
poor  one.  Although  floating  ice  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
rivers  above  lock  the  tidal  waters  are  fast  clearing 
down,  but  it  will  be  some  days  before  angling 
can  be  indulged  in.  The  weather  is  now  raw, 
cold  and  foggy,  but  there  are  indications  of  a 
northerly  wind  and  slight  frosts  by  the  week-end. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Brighton  Town  Council,  in 
moving  the  proceedings  of  the  sanitary  committee. 
Councillor  Butt  Thompson  drew  attention  to  a 
report  from  the  medical  officer  of  health  on  the 
subject  of  the  production  of  typhoid  fever  through 
polluted  shell-fish.  Alderman  Sir  John  Blaker 
remarked  that  a  considerable  sum  had  been  spent 
in  trying  to  induce  the  Government  to  take  drastic 
steps  to  prevent  the  population  from  being  poisoned. 
He  emphasised  the  fact  that  in  the  course  of  his 
report  the  medical  officer  said  the  chief  source  of 
typhoid  fever  in  Brighton  still  remained — Shoreham 
Harbour. — Geokge  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  run- 
ning in  good  order  for  angling,  having  gone  down 
and  cleared,  and  is  now  a  nice  level.  The  weather 
has  changed  again  ;  at  the  end  of  last  week  a  thaw 
set  in,  and  since  then  the  district  has  been  covered 
with  a  dense  fog,  and  more  like  November  than 
January.  It  has  been  a  lot  warmer,  and  the 
grayling  have  been  more  on  the  move  and 
have  been  rising  on  some  of  the  stretches  of 
water.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have 
tried  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue-Green  Insect,  Silver 
Dun  and  Hare's  Ear,  and  fair  sport  had.  Mag- 
got and  grasshopper  fishing  has  been  success- 
ful, and  grayling  |lb.  and  lib.  each  have  been 
landed.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  two  anglers 
■were  out  and  took  some  mce  grayling  with  fly. 
Pike  are  on  the  feed,  and  sport  has  been  had  with 
live  bait.  Grayling  have  been  on  sale  at  the  fish- 
mongers at  Is.  per  lb.  this  week.  With  fine  weather 
the  prospects  for  sport  are  good  if  the  fog  will  only 
lift.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clirn,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  in  order,  and  sport  has  been  bettor  in 
them  of  late. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  there  has  been 


quite  a  change  in  the  weather  from  hard  frosts  and 
cold  weather  to  fogs  and  damp  ;  but  it  has  not 
affected  the  river,  which  has  now  gone  down  and 
cleared  nicely,  and  is  now  in  capital  order  for 
grayling  fishing.  The  fog  has  been  against  many 
anglers  going  out.  but  a  few  rods  have  tried  their 
luck  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  have  been 
rewarded  with  some  nice  fish  ;  and  if  the  fog  would 
only  clear,  grayling  fishing  would  be  brisk,  and 
good  dishes  of  fish  should  be  taken  with  fly,  grass- 
hopper, and  maggot. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neig'hhourinff 
Rivers. — The  recent  rain  has  done  much  to  improve 
the  spring  salmon  season.  I  have  pleasure  in 
stating  that  a  large  number  of  kelts  have  gone 
back  to  the  sea,  also  fresh  run  fish  are  making  up- 
wards. I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
coming  season  will  be  a  good  one  all  round.  The 
frosty  weather  is  encouraging  to  the  grayling  fisher, 
and  two  rods  on  the  Glen  filled  their  creels  with 
this  beautiful  fish,  one  rod  alone  accounted  for  35 
fish,  which  scaled  over  151b.  ;  all  the  fish  were  in 
in  the  pink  of  condition.  The  bait  used  were 
small  red  worm.  All  anglers  will  be  glad  to 
know  that  through  the  exertions  of  our  much 
respected  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Harbottle,  the  federa- 
tion has  at  last  secured  that  part  of  the  Tyne  from 
Wylam  up  to  Hugg  Farm  for  their  own  manage- 
ment. There  will  be  a  general  meeting  called,  and 
I  sincerely  hope  that  every  angler  will  support  Mr. 
Harbottle  in  this  undertaking. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  Grey  street  and  Market- 
street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lines).  — 
Although  a  severe  check  has  fallen  on  anglers  in  the 
Witham  district,  the  sport  has  not  been  altogether 
suspended  owing  to  the  bad  weather.  Some  pass- 
able sport  has  been  recorded  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bardney,  whither  anglers  from  Lincoln  have 
flocked.  Several  other  takes  of  roach  are  mentioned 
from  the  Sincil  Dyke.  The  middle  portion  of  the 
river  has  been  frozen,  and  only  a  few  things  have 
been  noted  on  the  Bain.  Here  flood-water  is  got 
rid  of  exceedingly  well,  and  a  few  captures  are 
mentioned  about  Coningsby.  There  many  speci- 
mens have  come  to  hand  varying  from  lib.  to  l^lb. 
each.  Pike  fishing  has  been  very  quiet,  for  little  or 
nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  either  with 
them  or  the  chub.  A  thaw  has  set  in,  but  snow  has 
to  be  melted  before  sport  is  resumed. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Torks), — Very  little  angling  has  been  done 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  I  have  very 
little  to  talk  about  but  the  weather,  and  as  my 
readers  will  doubtless  have  had  some  personal  ex- 
perience of  the  severe  weather  up  to  last  Simday, 
I  need  not  go  into  details.  In  very  few  words, 
it  has  been  bitterly  cold,  so  bad  that  several 
anglers  who  have  ventured  out  could  not  fish 
owing  to  the  constant  freezing  of  their  lines, 
those  who  have  tried  conclusions  have  re- 
turned with  light  creels.  Since  Sunday  a  general 
thaw  has  set  in,  consequently  all  the  Yorkshire 
rivers  are  running  with  a  lot  of  snow  water,  and  the 
few  rods  seen  out  on  the  Wharfe  in  the  districts  of 
Grassington  and  Burnsall  have  had  bad  sport. 
Prior  to  the  change  fair  sport  was  obtained  between 
Harewood,  Collingham  Bridge,  and  Boston  Spa, 
several  anglers  getting  from  three  to  eight  brace  of 
grayling — thebestluresbeingthe  little  cockspur  worm 
and  maggot.  Owing  to  the  adverse  meteorological 
conditions,  my  S  waledale  correspondents  send  meagre 
accounts,  nothing  very  much  worth  reporting.  Pike 
fishing  during  the  past  week  has  been  a  complete 
failure.  Several  crack  hands  have  tried  their  luck 
with  live  and  other  baits,  but  have  been  unable  to 
land  a  single  fish.  One  correspondent  says  that 
pike  are  not  on  the  run  either  in  the  Swale,  Wiske  or 
Codbeck.  A  few  anglers,  hailing  from  Leeds  and 
York,  have  visited  the  Derwent.  Sport  amongst  the 
roach,  dace,  and  grayling  has  been  poor  in  the 
districts  of  School  House  Hill,  Malton,  and  Castle 
Howard.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  all  our 
rivers  are  clearing  nicely  of  snow  water,  and  if  the 
weather  again  takes  up,  some  decent  baskets  should 
be  made  all  round  next  week.  The  annual  diimer 
of  the  Leeds  Angling  Club  was  held  on  Jan.  16 
at  headquarters  at  the  West  Riding  Hotel.  The 
function  was  a  great  success. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 


Trout  flies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  (id.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  Hies,  all  best  patterns,  -is.  per  dozen.  Klies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Kly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
rd.  per  dozen;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts.  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts.  Is.  each.  l'"ly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc — J.  E.  Miller 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North-Uast  of  Scotland.  —  The  weather  and 
water  have  both  undergone  changes  for  the  better 
since  last  report.  Then  it  was  all  skating  and 
curling,  ice  and  frost.  Now  a  fresh  has  set  in,  and 
the  rivers  are  as  clear  as  in  the  month  of  May. 
Last  week  the  masses  of  ice  coming  down  the  Dee 
were  a  sight  not  seen  for  years  back.  The  fresh 
seems  to  have  set  in  among  the  hills,  and  as  it  swept 
down  the  accumulations  of  ice  increased  as  it  neared 
the  sea,  and  even  then  the  innumerable  miniature 
icebergs  could  be  clearly  seen  far  out  in  the  briny. 
Since  then  fresh  spring  salmon  have  been  running 
freely  into  the  Dee,  and  the  prospects  of  a  good 
start  some  three  weeks  hence  are  well  assured. 
Finnock  are  showing  freely  in  the  tidals,  which  is  a 
certain  indication  of  an  early  season.  Increased 
interest  is  now  being  manifested  by  anglers  in  the 
chances  of  the  coming  season  since  the  opening  of 
the  Tay  rod  fishing,  and  the  letting  of  spring  waters 
is  proceeding  briskly.— G.  M. 

South-Hast  of  Scotland. — After  a  fortnight's 
hard  frost,  in  which  the  district  rivers  were  here 
and  there  covered  with  ice,  the  thaw  has  come,  and 
all  the  streams  are  again  free  of  ice.  At  the  time 
of  writing  the  temperature  is  mild,  but  with  a  high 
and  steady  barometer  the  severe  weather  may 
return.  Most  of  the  salmon  have,  however,  com- 
pleted their  spawning,  and  no  doubt  a  number  of 
the  spawned  fish  would  be  carried  down  to  the  Solway 
with  the  recent  heavy  spates  that  occurred  in  all  the 
Solway  rivers.  It  is  reported  that  a  few  fish  are 
still  to  be  seen  on  the  spawning  beds,  but  these 
should  be  off  the  breeding  beds  during  the  corning 
fortnight.  There  is  no  disease  this  year,  so  to' 
speak,  although  an  odd  "spotted  "  fish  was  noticed 
in  the  Border  Esk  two  or  three  weeks  ago.  It  is, 
rather  early  to  give  any  pronouncement  as.  to  the 
prospects  of  the  rod-fishing  in  these  rivers.  Angling 
will  not  open  for  another  month. — Heathebbell. 

Tay. — The  salmon  rod-fishing  on  the  river  Tay, 
which  opened  on  Jan.  15,  has  up  to  the  present,  and 
all  things  considered,  yielded  excellent  sport.  On 
the  opening  day  hard  frost  prevailed,  thirty-three 
degrees  of  frost  being  registered  at  some  of  the 
upper  reaches.  The  water  was  otherwise  in  good 
order,  but  since  then  it  has  got  too  low,  and  with 
continued  cold  and  dull  weather  throughout  the 
past  week  fish  have  not  been  rising  freely.  There 
are,  however,  signs  of  milder  weather,  and  every 
prospect  of  the  river  coming  into  ply  soon.  The 
river  is  well  stocked  with  clean  fish,  and  reports 
from  the  upper  reaches,  including  the  Tummel  and 
Lyon,  indicate  an  excellent  supply  of  salmon.  This 
is  chiefly  attributed  to  the  removal  of  the  hang-nets 
from  the  estuary,  the  closing  of  the  net  fishing  six 
days  earlier  in  the  autumn,  and  the  killing  of  seals 
in  the  lower  reaches  by  the  Tay  Salmon  Fisheries 
Co.,  Ltd.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  got 
on  the  principal  beats  during  the  first  five  days  of 
the  rod-fishing  : — Mubthly  Water. — Mrs.  Henry 
Peters  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  fished  this  water 
for  a  few  hours  in  the  afternoon  on  the  opening 
day.  Mrs.  Peters  landed  one  salmon  of  181b., 
and  Mr.  Malloch  another  of  161b.  On  Jan.  17 
Mr.  Henry  Peters  killed  one  fish  of  221b.  Delvine 
Beat. — Fishing  this  water  on  the  15th  inst.,  Mr. 
John  Thornton  landed  a  fish  of  131b.,  and  hooked 
five  kelts.  Islamotjth  Beat. — Mr.  H.  J.  Turner, 
Leicester,  fishing  this  stretch  on  the  15th  inst., 
landed  one  salmon  of  121b.,  and  on  the  17th  one  of 
341b.  Stobhall  Beat. — Fishing  this  beat  on  the 
16th  inst.,  Mr.  H.  J.  Turner  killed  two  fish,  of  291b. 
and  221b.,  and  on  the  19th  another  of  191b.  This 
latter  fish  had  one  of  Mr.  Calderwood's  labels — 
No.  9269a — and  was  caught  in  the  Sund  Beds, 
about  a  mile  above  the  Linn  of  Carapsie. — Burn- 
mouth  Stobhall. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson, 
Liverpool,  fishing  this  water  on  the  15th  inst., 
landed  two  salmon,  of  221b.  and  171b.,  on  the  17th 
inst.,  and  two  of  201b.  and  161b.  Bxjknmouth.— 
Fishing  this  beat  on  the  15th  inst.,  Mr.  Roderick 
McDonald,  St.  Martins,  killed  one  salmon  of  ISlb.,. 
and  on  the  19th  another  of  151b,  Upper  Stanley. 
— Mr.  Alex.  Von  Heyder,  Liverpool,  fishing  this 
beat  on  the  16th  inst.,  killed  two  salmon,  of  191b. 
and  161b. ;  on  Lower  Stanley,  on  the  15th  inst., 
three  fish,  of  151b.,  161b.,  and  101b.,  on  the  17th  one 
salmon  of  191b.,  and  on  the  20th  two  fish,  of  141b. 
and  201b.  Benchill. — Fishing  this  beat  on  the 
16th  inst.,  Mr.  Harrv  Anderson  landed  three  salmon, 
of  241b.,  18!b.,  and  171b.  ;  and  on  the  19th  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Anderson  had  three  fish,  of  221b.,  211b.,  and  161b. 
Scone  Palace  Water. — Mr.  Fenwick,  boatman, 
fishing  this  beat  on  the  15th  inst.,  landed  one  salmon. 
Battleby  Water. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Jan.  15, 
Mr.  Purga\'ie,  gamekeeper,  hooked  four  kelts ;  on 
16th  inst.,  he  killed  one  clean  salmon  of  21|-lb.,  and 
hooked  seven  kelts ;  on  17th  inst.,  four  salmon,  q£ 
311b.,  171b.,  8  Jib.,  and  7^1b.,  and  hooked  one  kelt ; 
on  19th  inst.,  one  fish  of  221b.,  and  hooked  eleven 
kelts.    Upper  Reaches. — Three  salmon  were  killed 
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at  Ardeonaig,  on  Loch  Tay,  on  20th  inst.  Edbady- 
NATE. — Fishing  this  water  on  1 6th  inst.,  Mr.  Johnson, 
Dunross,  killed  one  salmon  of  20^1b.,  and  on  17th 
inst.  one  of  161b.  Findynate. — Mr.  F.  A.  Dubs, 
fishing  this  stretch  on  15th  inst.,  landed  one  salmon 
of  191b.,  and  hooked  three  kelts.  Gbandtully. — 
Fishing  this  beat  on  16th  inst..  Mr.  John  Scott, 
Eastertyre,  landed  one  fish  of  171b.,  and  another  of 
171b.  from  the  Church  Pool.  River  Tummel. — 
Fishing  the  Easthaugh  beat  on  15th  inst..  Major 
Waldron  killed  one  fish  of  19Ib.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  T. 
Hawthorn,  of  Wellington.  New  Zealand,  fishing  the 
Dunfallandy  water  on  19th  inst.,  landed  one  salmon 
of  1 21b.  A  good  many  whitling  are  being  got  on 
the  Tay  at  Perth.  Most  of  the  fish  killed  during 
the  past  week  have  been  got  with  fly,  and  a  few 
witli  the  new  bait. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  streams  have  run 
down  after  the  tremendous  floods  of  the  past  fort- 
night. As  in  other  parts  of  Ulster,  some  damage 
has  been  done  to  the  spawning  grounds  of  the  Six- 
mile  Water,  Clady,  Crumlin,  Glenavy,  Lagan,  and 
Crossgar.  The  weather  is  now  very  mild  and  open, 
and  on  local  canals  coarse  fishing  has  been  resumed. 
The  local  angling  clubs — the  Belfast  Anglers,  Ulster 
Anglers,  and  the  North-East  Club — have  given 
angling  a  much-needed  impetus  and  a  large  acces- 
sion to  the  ranks  of  the  noble  army  of  Waltonians. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone).  —  The  flood  which 
lately  swept  the  Blackwater  Valley  was  the  biggest 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Much  damage  was 
done  by  the  shifting  of  salmon  beds,  and  lots  of 
pike  perished  by  stranding  in  the  ditches  after  the 
subsidence  of  the  floods,  but  very  few  trout  or 
salmon  were  lost.  On  the  far  Monaghan  sections 
otters  have  greatly  increased  and  are  doing  much 
harm.— J.  A.  B. 

Bush  (Bushmills). — The  salmon-fishing  of  this 
river  has  not  yet  been  let.  No  clean-run  salmon 
have  passed  the  weir  yet.  The  season  opens  on 
Feb.  1.  The  spring  trouting  as  a  rule  is  good,  and 
the  spring  salmon-fishing  the  best  in  North-East 
Ulster.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  and  Bundrowes  Rivers  (co  Donegfal). — 
The  past  spawning  season  has  been  a  most  success- 


ful one  in  the  waters  of  both  rivers,  as  spawning 
fish  have  not  been  so  numerous  in  both  rivers  for 
many  years  as  they  have  been  during  the  spawning 
season  just  past ;  and  as  the  water  kept  fairly  high 
during  the  time  of  the  spawning  operations,  no 
poaching  of  any  sort  was  attempted.  Although  the 
Bundrowes  River  is  now  in  high  flood,  anglers  are 
looking  forward  to  some  salmon-fishing  soon  again, 
as  in  a  few  days  more  the  Bundrowes  will  open  for 
rod-fishing. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lougfhs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — The 
following  are  pike  fishing  and  shooting  from  the 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur : — Dr.  Burke,  Dr. 
Rivington,  Captain  Southey,  Messrs.  Duncan,  Rutt- 
ledge,  Chaton,  and  Ringwood.  Excellent  sport, 
largest  pike  for  the  week  by  Mr.  Duncan,  19^b. 
Weather  favourable. — J.  A.  J. 

Iffoy.  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Angling  for  salmon  and  trout  opens  on 
Feb.  1  on  both  river  and  loughs.  The  past  spawn- 
ing season  was  most  favourable,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  a  good  angling  season.  —  Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — It  is 

to  me  a  source  of  the  greatest  possible  pleasure  to 
be  enabled  to  state,  for  the  information  of  English 
and  Scotch  angling  visitors  to  Killaloe,  that  during 
the  present  salmon  and  trout  spawning  season  large 
quantities  of  parent  fish  have  made  their  cradles 
and  deposited  their  ova  in  the  beautiful  gravel  beds 
above  the  bridge,  which  have  been  brought  down 
stream  by  the  winter  and  spring  fioods,  in  place  of 
the  valuable  gravelly  beds  that  had  beefx  so  ruth- 
lessly torn  away  by  one  of  the  Irish  public  depart- 
ments some  few  years  ago :  such  vandalism 
was  never  witnessed.  However,  "  all's  well  that 
ends  well."  Next  April  or  May,  when  the 
water  runs  down,  we  can  see  from  the  old  bridge 
scores  of  reds  on  my  water,  where  we  fully  expect 
to  see  big  springers  showing  themselves  in  the  white 
foam  above  and  below  the  weir  wall — the  bonniest 
salmon  and  trout  beats  on  the  Shannon  in  early 
spring.  Pike-fishers  will  from  this  time  forward 
have  it  all  their  own  way  on  Lough  Derg,  as  the 
winter  storms  and  fioods  on  that  grand  expanse  of 
water  have  done  for  the  forests  of  weeds  up  there. 
Come  on,  my  jolly  pike-fisher  friends  in  England 
and  try  your  luck,  as  many  fresh-water  sharks  are 
waiting  to  be  killed.  Eight  or  ten  daj's  more,  and 
then  for  the  sport ! — S.  .J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes,  MuUingar.— The  tributary 
streams  of  the  lakes  and  larger  rivers  literally 
teemed  with  salmon  and  trout  during  the  current 
close  season,  and  poaching  appears  to  be  somewhat 
more  prevalent  than  usual.  On  one  of  the  principal 
spawning  streams  of  Lough  Ennel,  at  the  hour 
of  one  o'clock  a  few  nights  ago,  one  of  the 
F.  P.  Society's  water  bailiffs  encountered  six 
men  engaged  in  poaching  with  implements  and 
lights,  but  having  no  assistance  at  hand  was  unable 
to  effect  any  capture.  The  heavy  fioods  which 
recently  prevailed  must  have  swept  away  numbers 
of  the  spawning  beds.  Otters  have  been  doing 
immense  damage  among  the  salmon  on  some  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  river  Brosna,  no  less  than  thirteen 
fish  being  found  dead  on  the  banks  of  the  Gage- 
borough  and  Horseleap  rivers  one  day  recently, 
several  of  which  were  of  immense  size.  These  rivers 
would  be  ideal  places  for  otter  hunting :  no  difficulty 
in  getting  along,  game  plentiful,  and  a  pack  of 
otter  hounds  would  be  welcomed  in  this  county 
with  enthusiasm  if  any  public-spirited  sportsman 
would  embark  in  such  an  enterprise. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards.— Tlie  weather  has 
now  changed  for  the  bettor,  viz.,  mild  with  bright 
sunshine.  Sport  on  the  whole  is  very  poor,  dabs 
and  flounders  (the  latter  small)  being  tlie  only  fish 
taken  by  anglers.  Several  members  of  the  Hastings 
Angling  Association  have  secured  bags  of  between 
forty  and  fifty  dabs  at  a  tide  from  the  harbour 
works.    The  piers  liave  been  doing  nil. — A. 

Plymouth. — At  the  time  of  writing  Man.  20)  the 
weather  has  moderated  and  the  glass  is  rising,  and 
all  fishing  boats  are  making  for  sea.  It  Ls  a  pretty 
sight  to  see  them  scudding  out  by  the  score.  I 
noticed  a  lot  this  morning  on  the  whiting  ground  at 
anchor,  and  this  is  the  month  that  the  whiting  are 
in  their  prime,  and  are  also  very  plentiful  around 
our  coasts.  We  get  our  great  supply,  however,  from 
the  trawlers,  and  these  fi.sh  are  nothing  near  so  good 
in  quality  for  eating  as  the  hook  and  line  fish,  or 
those  caught  by  hand  lines.  They  can  be  easily 
distinguished  by  their  firm  appearance  and  being 
much  brighter  than  the  trawl  fish,  which  look  more 
flabby  by  being  knocked  about  so  much  in  the  bag 
of  the  trawl  before  being  brought  to  the  surface. 
For  those  amateurs  who  suffer  from  cold  hands  I 
would  recommend  the  Gunwale  winch,  which  is  in 
reality  a  very  large  reel  with  shifting  jaws,  which 
allow  it  to  be  fastened  either  to  the  rail  of  the  boat, 
or  the  gunwale  of  a  yacht  or  big  vessel.  It  is  so 
made  that  you  can  wind  up  your  line  of  forty  fathoms 
or  more  quite  as  quick  as  you  can  haul  it  in  hand 
over  hand.  Ling  are  also  in  good  condition  during 
this  and  next  month,  but  they  spawn  in  the  early 
spring. — William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Biamsgate. — With  better  weather,  fishing  has 
much  improved.  Many  boats  have  been  out — many 
"on  their  own" — ^and  have  returned  with  takes 
of  from  two  to  four  score  codling  and  a  few  flat-fish  ; 
whiting  appear  to  have  left  the  vicinity.  The  West 
and  Iron  Piers  have  afforded  fair  sport  with  codling 
and  flat-fish.  I  regret  to  have  to  notify  that  the 
fishing  from  the  East  Pier,  excepting  the  landing 
stages,  has  been  stopped  by  the  harbour-master, 
owing  to  an  unfortunate  angler  hooking  a  lady's 
ear  instead  of  a  cod  ;  this  is  the  more  to  be  deplored 
as  the  East  Pier  had  afforded  by  far  the  best  whiting 
fishing. — Gbey  Mullet. 

Walmer. — Although  since  the  break-up  of  the 
frost  sprats  have  been  very  plentiful,  and  large 
catches  have  rewarded  the  fisliermen,  angling  has 
been  unusually  slack,  and  there  is  practically  nothing 
to  record.  At  this  time  of  year  codling  are  generally 
to  be  found  towards  St.  Margaret's  Bay,  and  now 
that  the  sea  has  moderated  anglers  might  do  worse 
than  try  their  luck  in  that  direction.  Week-end 
prospects  uncertain. — -Charles  Hussey  (.B.S.A.S.). 

Weymoath. — On  Wednesday  (Jan.  14)  the  Angling 
Association  held  a  competition  from  the  Great 
Western  Railway  staging  for  prizes — one,  given  by 
Mr.  T.  Williams,  for  the  heaviest  fish,  value  lO.s.  6d.  ; 
and  three  for  the  heaviest  baskets,  given  by  Mr.  S. 
H.  Wallis,  Mr.  Russell,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Roberts, 
value  lOs.  6d.,  7s.  6d.,  and  5s.  respectively.  Owing 
to  the  very  cold  and  rough  weather  the  fish  were 
few  and  far  between,  and  the  time  allowed  was 
curtailed  somewhat.  The  prize  for  the  heaviest 
fish  was  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Norman,  the  heaviest 
baskets  were  Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis,  Mr.  T.  J.  Wallis,  and 
Mr.  Lloyd  Wallis.  Mr.  Alderman  WiUiams  offers  a 
prize  of  10s.  Gd.  for  the  heaviest  fish  at  the  next 
competition,  and  Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis  lOs.  6d.  for  the 
heaviest  basket.  Let  us  hope  that  the  weather  will 
be  more  favourable  on  that  occasion. — W.  A.  A. 
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Associations 

(Special  Meetings). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

Little  business  was  before  the  delegates  at  the 
January  meeting  of  this  association,  held  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  on  Mon- 
day night,  at  C'ripplegate  Institute,  Barbican. 
Another  new  club  was  enrolled  during  the  pro- 
ceedings— the  St.  George's  Angling  Society,  the 
Perseverance,  Lupus-street,  Pimlico.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Hollis  is  the  secretary.  An  appUcation  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society  to  the  effect  that  the  society  would  be 
glad  to  liavo  the  association's  annual  donation 
(£10)  for  1903;  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  followed  with 
a  report  concerning  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society,  which  is  in  the  happy  position  of  having 
£700  in  the  bank.  Reports  on  visits  were  made 
by  Messrs.  Harris,  Abrahams,  and  Rowles.  It  is 
hoped  to  hold  the  annual  dinner  of  the  association 
in  April  or  May,  and  a  sub-committee  was  formed 
to  arrange  and  organise  the  same.  This  consists 
of  Messrs.  A.  J.  Marriott,  J.  B.  Close,  P.  Moss, 
H.  B.  Head,  F.  S.  Pavett,  and  F.  Gray.  At  the 
close  of  the  meeting  Mr.  Ben.  Abrahams  (tyler) 
announced  that  delegates  from  fifty-four  clubs 
were  present. — Hon.  Reporter. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society— 

The  Society  held  its  usual  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day last  at  4,  Fetter-lane,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  in 
the  chair.  Agents'  reports  read — not  much  fish- 
ing going  on — and  an  interesting  letter  from  C.  A. 
Payton,  Esq.  ("  Sarcelle  ")  upon  the  pier  fishing 
at  Calais  this  season.  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  re- 
ported that  a  member,  Mr.  Mackworth  Praed, 
had  taken  at  Deal  a  very  fine  cod,  weighing  211b. 
Few  of  the  members  had  anything  to  relate  of 
the  week's  fishing,  so  discussion  became  rife  upon 
various  matters  of  interest  to  the  members — as 
.sea  fishermen.  The  disappearance  of  the  sardine 
from  the  Brittany  coast  was  noted,  and  the  pro- 
bable causes  discussed  and  suggestion  made  that 
the  tunny,  feeding  largely  upon  them,  might 
prove  to  be  responsible.  The  strange  disappear- 
ance of  fish  from  the  coast  of  Norway  was  in  like 
manner  attributed  to  the  advent  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  seals.  The  oyster  and  cockle  scare  was 
debated  by  members  with  local  knowledge,  and 
an  evening  promised  later  on  by  tlie  Committee 
for  consideration,  when  it  was  expected  that 
some  of  the  best  authorities  upon  the  subject 
would  assist  the  members  in  arriving  at  some 
conclusions.  The  recent  report  on  the  sea 
fisheries  of  England  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
was  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  was  much 
commented  upon,  and  an  t^nnouncement  made 
from  the  chair  that  on  Wednesday  next,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  would,  at  the  society's 
rooms,  open  a  discussion  upon  the  subject  of  the 
report,  when  a  large  attendance  of  members  and 
their  friends  was  invited.  The  use  of  formalin 
for  preserving  specimens  was  gone  into  by  experts, 
and  its  new  use  as  a  remedy  for  blood  poisoning 
gone  into,  and  Dr.  Targett  Adams  supplied  some 
very  clear  information  upon  the  habit,  etc.,  of  the 
bonito  and  of  the  yellow  tail,  specimens  of  which 
appear  upon  the  club  room  walls.  The  subject 
of  preserving  and  moimting  specimens  brought 
out  nuich  useful  information,  the  very  successful 
mounting  of  the  Oft.  tarpon  on  the  walls  by  Mr. 
Holbrow  being  dwelt  upon.  Sympathy  was 
expressed  with  the  relatives  of  Mr.  Henry  Sim- 
mons, a  very  old  member  recently  deceased,  and 
the  news  brought  by  Mr.  Wheeler  of  the  recovery 
of  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  was  received  with  much  glad- 
ness. Votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr. 
Michael  J acob  for  a  contribution  of  photographs 
to  the  Club  Album,  and  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  for 
some  very  handsome  ferns,  palms,  etc.,  with 
accompanying  art  pottery  ware. — H.  P. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

There  was  a  \  ery  good  attendance  at  the  meeting 
onTuosdayeveninglast.Mr.T.W.Maynardoccupy- 
ing  the  chair.  There  were  several  fishing  reports, 
but  the  success  of  the  evening  was  that  of  Mr.  G. 
C.  Grammar,  who  brought  up  a  fine  catch  of  jack 
froni  the  Woy— seven  fish,  the  best  141b.  2oz. 
This,  it  was  arranged,  should  be  preserved  at  the 
expense  jointly  of  the  society  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox, 
who  offered  to  defray  half  the  cost.  The  scales  and 
weights,  which  had  been  specially  prepared  for 
the  society  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont, 
were  handed  over  by  that  gentleman,  who  re- 
ceived a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  handsome 
and  useful  gift.  Jan.  20  being  the  date  fixed 
in  the  programme  for  a  microscopical  evening, 
there  was  a  fine  array  of  instruments  on  the 
tables,  many  members  assisting,  Messrs.  Davison, 
Paxker,  Wheeler,  and  Dr.  Ladell  contributing' 
besides  several  microscopes  from  Mr,  Bentley  and 


others,  lent  by  Mr.  Steward,  of  Gracechurch- 
street  and  Strand.  The  objects  examined  were 
of  an  extremely  interesting  nature,  amongst  them 
being  the  so-called  "fish  eating  plant"  (Netri- 
cularia  vulgaris),  which  attracted  considerable 
attention.  There  was  also  a  very  fine  exhibit  of 
chinaware,  every  article  beautifully  embellished 
with  pictures  of  fish  life.  These  very  artistic  pro- 
ductions were  shown  by  Mr.  Maynard  (the  chair- 
man), who  has  kindly  promised  to" show  them  again 
on  Jan.  27.  After  various  votes  of  thanks  to  those 
who  had  assisted  and  the  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast, 
which  was  received  in  the  heartiest  possible  way, 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  a  very  genial  chairman  closed 
the  proceedings,  During  the  evening  the  atten- 
tion of  members  was  particularly  drawn  to  the 
musical  evening  of  next  Tuesday,  Jan.  27,  when 
ladies  are  invited.  Letters  respecting  arrange- 
ments to  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Taylor. 
Gresham  Angling  Society— 

At  an  ordinary  meeting  of  the  society  on  Tues- 
day, Jan.  20,  Mr.  A.  Saunders  occupied  the  chair. 
A  new  member  was  elected  and  another  proposed. 
The  fishing  reports  were  rather  meagre,  but  in 
spite  of  the  adverse  conditions  prevailing,  a  few 
ventured  out  and  were  rewarded  with  very  fair 
takes.  Mr.  Backingham,  small  jack  from  private 
waters ;  Mr.  Zerfass,  dace  and  roach  from  the 
Stour;  and  Messrs.  Gill  and  Hicks  roach  up  to 
li^lb.  from  Pangboume.  Mr.  Gray  read  a  very 
humorous  and  interesting  paper  entitled  "  Some 
of  My  Early  Recollections,"  in  which  he  gave  us 
the  scenes  of  his  first  attempts  at  angling  the 
river  Lea.  He  deplored  the  fact  that  the  con- 
ditions at  present  existing  are  so  changed  that  in 
many  cases  places  once  familiar  are  almost  un- 
recognisable, owing  to  the  depletion  of  the  water 
by  the  water  companies.  A  very  entertaining 
discussion  followed,  and  at  its  close  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  accorded  him  for  this  his  maiden 
effort  in  this  direction.  It  was  generally  hoped 
that  Mr.  Gray  will  oblige  at  some  future  occasion. 
The  usual  toast  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  for  so  ably  presiding  brought  a  most 
pleasant  evening  to  a  close.  —  P.  E.  Eldred, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  P.  J.  J agels  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
Jan.  21.  Members  are  invited  to  send  in  their 
names  for  our  annual  billiard  handicap.  As  the 
heats  will  be  played  in  a  private  room  and 
members  only  admitted  the  most  elementary 
player  need  not  let  the  fear  of  publicity  deter 
him.  Few  members  have  been  out  owing  to  the 
severe  weather,  but  amongst  the  reports  was  one 
which  rendered  the  meeting  memorable.  Mr.  G. 
Rayner,  fisliing  the  club  water  at  Barford  for 
pike,  using  gut  trace  and  a  Higlibury  snap,  hooked 
and,  after  forty-five  minutes  play,  landed  a  well- 
mended  kelt  salmon.  .  The  fish  was  carefully 
weighed  in  the  presence  of  a  witness,  and 
scaled  just  221b.  It  was  then  returned  to 
the  water  absolutely  uninjured,  liaving  been 
played  to  a  standstill  and  then  carefully  hfted  out 
by  inserting  the  gaff  under  the  gill  cover.  I 
believe  that  this  constitutes  a  record,  and  that  to 
Mr.  Rayner  belongs  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  member  of  a  London  angling  society  to  cap- 
ture a  salmon  from  water  rented  by  his  own 
society.  Messrs.  Rayner  and  Spencer,  also  from 
Barford  fishery,  took  a  number  of  pike,  the  best, 
a  fish  of  111b.,  being  taken  by  Mr.  Spencer.  Mr! 
Francis  Baker  reports  the  capture,  during  a  recent 
visit  to  Somersetshire,  of  eleven  pike  going  iust 
over  COlb.,  best  fish,  91b.— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society— 

Mr.  _Frank  Ward  presided  over  Monday's  meet- 
mg,  but  few  experiences  were  related  owing  to  the 
hard  frost  which  had  prevailed.  Mr.  Forster 
Hardy  was  the  only  successful  angler,  havino- 
taken  several  chub,  including  one  of  21b.  8oz.,  on 
the  Uxbridge  water  on  Saturday  (Jan.  17).  Mr. 
Robert  C.  Blundell  tried  the  Kennet  at  Newbury 
on  the  same  day,  but  the  intense  cold  had  put 
fish  of  all  kinds  off  the  feed.  Members  are 
rommded  of  the  annual  meeting  on  Monday  next, 
Jan.  26,  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  at  8  p.m.— 
Hon.  Sec. 


Bath  Anglers'  Association— 

The  eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  Bath  Anglers' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Full  Moon  Hotel, 
Southgate-street,  Bath,  on  Jan.  15,  when  there 
was  a  good  attendance  of  members.  In  the 
absence  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  L.  C.  Hare,  who 
sent  a  letter  regretting  his  absence  and  re-offering 
his  prize— which  had  not  been  won  dm-ing  the 
past  season— for  competition,  Mr.  F.  Pratt  was 
voted  to  the  chair.  Mr.  Monk,  the  hon.  treasurer, 
presented  the  financial  statement,  which  showed 
that  the  year  commenced  witl)  a  balance  in  hand 


of  £8  8s.  4d.,  and  ended  with  one  of  £2  53.,  a 
sum  of  over  £3  having  been  paid  for  new  notice 
boards.  The  accounts  having  been  passed,  the 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  T.  G.  Harding,  read  the 
report.  There  was  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
three  members  on  the  roll,  and  to  maintain  the 
waters  they  rented  it  must  be  the  endeavour  of 
every  member  to  secure  as  many  new  members 
as  possible.  The  loss  of  the  association  punt 
during  the  flood  of  last  year  from  Limpley  Stoke 
was  referred  to,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  com- 
mittee would  be  pleased  to  receive  any  subscrip- 
tion to  help  liquidate  the  debt  for  the  new  one. 
The  fishing  as  a  general  rule  had  been  anything 
but  satisfactory,  and  in  that  respect  the  associa- 
tion was  not  alone,  for  reports  from  all  parts 
brought  news  anything  but  gratifying  to  those 
taking  an  interest  in  the  sport.  A  very  gratifying 
occurrence  was  that  two  much  respected  mem- 
bers, Messrs.  Fortt  and  Monk,  visited  Hastings, 
to  take  part  in  the  Sea  Angling  Festival.  They 
were  pleased  to  say  that  Mr.  Fortt  succeeded  in 
his  endeavours  to  secure  the  challenge  trophy. 
The  report  was  unanimously  adopted.  Mr.  L.  C. 
Hare  was  re-elected  president.  The  vice-presi- 
dents were  all  re-elected,  with  the  addition  of  the 
name  of  Mr.  Hawes,  while  Mr.  Monk  as  treasurer, 
Mr.  Harding  as  secretary,  and  Mr.  Benson  as 
assistant-secretary  were  re-elected,  with  votes  of 
thanks  for  their  past  services.  The  committee 
were  re-elected  en  bloc.  After  some  discussion  it 
was  decided  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  the 
water  bailiff  during  the  coming  season.  The 
auditors  were  also  re-elected.  The  secretary 
reported  that  the  association  had  held  five 
competitions  during  the  past  season,  and  the 
results,  as  far  as  the  number  attending  was  con- 
cerned, was  most  gratifying.  The  members  had 
supported  him  well,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
continue  this  success  next  season.  He  would  be 
happy  to  receive  subscriptions  towards  this  fund. 
The  following  prizes  were  then  awarded : — 
Challenge  Cup,  with  prize  added,  for  the  largest 
pike  caught  in  the  Avon,  the  cup  to  be  won  twice 
in  succession,  three  times  in  all,  to  become  the 
property  of  the  winner  (presented  by  Mr.  Foster 
Smith):  Feb.  13,  S.  Moody,  111b.  14oz.  ;  prize 
for  the  largest  pike  caught  in  the  association 
waters  (presented  by  Mr.  Chambers) :  March  5, 
T.  G.  Harding,  10£-lb.  ;  prize  for  the  largest 
chub  and  largest  perch  caught  in  the  associa- 
tion waters  (presented  by  Mr.  T.  S.  Clack)  :  chub 
— Nov.  1,  Mr.  Benson,  lib.  5oz.  ;  perch — July  18, 
Mr.  Kent,  lib.  14oz. ;  prize  for  the  best  basket  of 
roach  caught  in  the  association  waters  (presented 
by  Mr.  F.  C.  Fortt):  Dec.  26,  Mr.  Benson, 
31b.  9oz. ;  the  president's  prize  for  the  largest 
roach  caught  in  the  association  waters  was  not 
awarded. — Spring  Minnow. 
River  Idle  Fishing  Club — ■ 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Jan.  14  at  the 
White  Hart  Hotel,  Colonel  Denison  in  the  chair, 
and  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  members. 
The  'accounts  for  the  past  year  were  presented, 
and  the  secretary  (Mr.  W.  E.  Channon)  read  his 
report.  Harry  Taylor,  keeper,  attended,  and 
reported  that  the  trout  in  the  river  had  grown 
rapidly,  and  that  the  upper  portion  of  the  river 
was  now  practically  cleared  of  pike.  Letters  were 
read  from  two  members  resigning  their  member- 
ship owing  to  their  having  left  the  neighbourhood, 
and  Mr.  Frank  Steele,  also  a  member,  who  was 
drowned  off  Filey  during  last  summer.  There 
were  eight  applications  for  membership,  and  it 
was  decided  to  increase  the  membership  of  the 
club  so  as  to  admit  all  the  applicants.  Certain 
modifications  were  made  in  the  rules,  and  orders 
were  given  for  2000  largest  two-year-old  brown 
trout,  10,000  yearlings,  and  6000  fry.  The  Board 
of  Management  decided  to  take  active  steps  for 
the  destruction  of  herons  and  for  the  killing  of 
pike  in  the  drains  adjoining  the  lower  portions  of 
the  river.  The  club  has  now  made  a  prosperous 
start,  and  there  seems  every  likelihood  of  it  turning 
the  Idle  into  some  notoriety  as  a  trout  stream. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 

and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 

19,303.  Fishing.  Patentee:  N.  O.  Christainen, 
Storgaden,  Christiana,  Norway.  Auto- 
matic striking  apparatus.  In  a  standard 
fixed  to  the  side  of  a  boat  a  lever  is 
pivoted.  To  this  lever  is  secured  by 
clamps  a  second  lever,  from  the  end  of 
which  the  fisliing  line  depends.  A  spring 
tends  to  raise  the  levers,  but  when  the 
apparatus  is  set  they  are  held  down  by  a 
catch  on  a  bell-crank  lever,  the  lever  then 
resting  upon  a  pin  carried  by  a  lever. 
When  a  fish  bites  the  catch  is  released, 
the  lever  flies  up,  and  the  fish  is  struck. 
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ABSOLUTE  SECURITY 

Gennine  CARTER'S  LITTLE  LIVER  PILLS  most  bear 
Fac-simile  Signature  of 


Absolutely  CUfQ 
BILIOUSNESS. 
SICK  HEADACHE. 
TORP.D  LIVER. 
FURRED  TONGUE. 
INDIGESTION. 
CONSTIPATION 
DIZZINESS. 
SALLOW  SKIN. 


ARTERS 

ITTLE 
IVER 


They  TOUCH 


the 


LIV 


Genuine  Wrapper  Printed  on 
WHITE  PAPER.  BLUE  LETTERS. 

Look  for  th«  Signature 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustpated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 


London  : 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
8t.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


RUN  NO  RISK 


KEATINirS 
LOZENGES 
.  CURE  . 


THE  WORST  COUGH 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  reconended  to 
ANGLERS 

BY  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 


GISHUR8TINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  PROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(Fop  spinning  op  TROLLING), 

Made  in  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


JLctuLSLl    Size  -Best    Sn^lisH  IVTsklce. 

-PINCERS 
.SHpJ.CUTTER 

SMALL  WIRE  CUTTER 
LARGE  W[RE  CUTTER 

Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for 
in    Stamps    or  Postal 
Order,  by 

WILSON  &  SiTB, 

Ironmongers  to 

His  Majesty, 
7&8,  KING  WILLIAM 
STREET,  W.C. 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
Sam.  Allcook  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  Lee,  4,  Elm  Grove, 
Peckham,  S.E.   Large  size,  1/6 ;  small,  1/3. 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

PATRON :  H.M.  THE  KING. 

President :  H.R.H.The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

Thursday,  January  20,  1903, 
AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 

SCENES  FROM 

THE  SONG  OF  HIAWATHA 

Set  to  Music  by  COLERIDGE  TAYLOR. 

1.  Hiawatha's  Wedding  Feast. 

2.  The  Death  of  Minnehaha. 

3.  Hiawatha's  Departure. 


MADAME  SOBRINO. 
MR.  BEN  DAVIES.        MR.  ANDREW  BLACK 


BAND    AND    CHORUS   ONE  THOUSAND, 
Organist   -    Mr.  H.  I.  Balfour, 

CONDUCTOR     •     SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDCE. 


Doors  Open  at  7  ;  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d.   Arena,  6s. 
Boxes,  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  3s.  Od. 
Baleonv  i    J^i^served      frows  1  to  4)   ...  5s. 

•'  I  Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8)  ...  4s. 
GALLERY  (PROMENADE)  ONE  SHILLING. 

Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  and  usual  Agents 


THE  IMPROVED  COXON  "AERIAL"  REEL 

(Patent).  The  lightest,  the  most  perfect,  and  the 
most  durable  in  the  world.  This  reel,  mannfac- 
turcd  of  ebunite  and  aluminium,  is  a  veritable 
triumph  of  mechanical  skill,  and  is  adapted  tn  all 
descriptions  of  angling;.  Light  ijuill  tloats  may 
easily  be  thrown  40  yards  with  it.  Large  barrel, 
no  warping,  and  entirely  free  from  complica- 
tions. 3 in.,  21).v.  ;  4 in.,  24.v.  ;  41in.,27«.  (includes 
optional  check).  With  wooden  back,  3s.  each 
less.  Ml!,  K.  B.  JIAKSTON,  in  "Fishing 
Gazette"  of  November  15,  11)02,  says:  "I 
think  it  is  a  great  feather  in  Mr.  Coxon's  cap 
tliat  his  '  delicate  '  Aerial  Reel  should  have  stood 
Ihe  sti-aiu  of  a  fight  with  such  a  grand  salmon." 
(Taken  on  A'os  River,  Norway,  in  .luly,  1902,  and 
weighed  58i  lbs.).— Apply  Hk'nry  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham.— Jly  book. 
How  to  Catch  Fish,"  &c.,  still  for  sale,  l*-.,  2rf., 
postage  free.   Cash  with  all  ordern. 


MOTTLED  EAST  INDIAN 
RODS,  18  FEET  LONG, 

1/6  each,  or  15/-  per  dozen. 

LARGE  STOCK  TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 

Glass  IMinnow  Traps,  2/6.    With  Zinc 
Protection,  3/0.    Large  Size,  4/6. 

Reels,  Lines,  Flies,  and  Tackle  in 
grreat   variety,    Best    Quality,  and 
Reasonable  in  Price. 

ru:PAiii.s  TO  iton.s  riio^ini.Y 

AND   CAItKl'VrLT  J>OXE. 
PRICE  LIST  FREE. 

H.WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  St.,  LIVERPOOL 

COLOURED  PASTES. 

Red  (any  shade).  Yellow  (ditto),  and 
White,  for  roach,  bream,  carp.  Used 
for  45  years  by  that  veteran  angler, 
"  Straw  Hat."  Recipes  for  making  these 
keeping  pastes  for  P.O.  for  2/-,  with 
stamped  directed  envelope,  to  "  Stiiaw 
Hat,"  Parade,  Epsom. 


WANTED 

First-class  FLY-TYER  (for  Trout 
Flies  principally),  to  work  at  home. 
Materials  supplied. — Apply,  by  letter 
only,  "  Fly,"  care  of  Miss  Ashwin,  114, 
Great  Hampton  Street,  Birmingham. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 
Publishing  Office,  St,  Dunstan's  House,  E.C. 
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^offings  bp  il}e  i9ap. 

They  who  give  willingly  love  to  give  quickly. 


Mr.  p.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  has  sent  the  Fishing 
Gazette  many  communications,  received  with 
pleasure.  I  have  before  me  a  letter  from  this 
esteemed  correspondent,  which  contains  news  which 
will  cause  every  good  angler  pain,  for  it  tells  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Evander  Maciver,  of  Scourie,  Suther- 
land. This  grand  old  angler  was  another  example 
of  angler's  longevity.  He  died  in  his  ninety-second 
year,  and  much  of  his  long  life  had  been  devoted 
to  angling  and  the  good  of  anglers.  I  quote  from 
Mr.  Malioch's  tribute:  "No  one  knew  better  than 
lamented  Evander  Maciver  about  the  habits  of 
salmon.  Had  it  not  been  for  him  many  of  the 
rivers  on  the  west  coast  would,  long  ago,  have  been 
destitute  of  fish.  He  carefully  watched  ever  the 
Laxford,  and  prevented  netting  for  a  considerable 
distance  on  each  side,  with  the  result  that  at  pre- 
sent there  are  more  fish  in  this  river  during  the 
summer  than  in  any  other  river  I  know  of.  While 
I  was  in  the  district  last  July  two  rods  caught  eleven 
salmon  in  one  day,  and  hooked  as  many  more.  As 
for  sea-trout  yovi  can  get  them  two  at  a  time."  I 
join  with  Mr.  Malloch  in  every  word  of  tills  eulogy. 
I  cannot  repeat  the  words,  "  We  could  have  better 
spared  a  better  man,"  for  there  was  none  better. 
He  belonged  to  the  grand  old  school  of  anglers  who 
set  our  modem  men  an  example  to  live  up  to. 


I  AM  always  glad  to  hear  of  any  efforts  towards 
the  purification  of  sea  or  rivers,  so  I  was  pleased  to 
see  that  at  Tuesday's  meeting  of  the  London 
County  Coimcil,  Mr.  Stuart  Sankey  asked  the 
chairman  of  the  Main  Drainage  Committee  whether 
his  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the  complaints 
which  were  being  made  as  to -the  deposit  of  sludge 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  oyster  beds  of  the  home 
counties,  and  to  the  apprehension  that  the  sources 
of  the  marine-  food  supply  of  the  metropolis  were 
being  contaminated ;  and  whether  the  committee 
would  consider  and  present  a  report  to  the  Council 
as  to  the  advisability  of  carrying  the  sludge  further 
out  to  sea,  or  of  treating  it  in  some  such  way  as 
had  been  proposed  by  the  chemist  to  the  Council, 
for  example,  by  its  transmutation  into  fuel.  Mr. 
Goodman  said  he  was  glad  to  inform  the  Council 
that  the  committee  were  holding  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  sludge  at  the  present  moment.  It  was  well 
that  the  Council  should  know  that  the  sludge  ships 
went  a  long  way  out  to  sea,  and  steamed  ten  miles 
while  the  sludge  was  being  deposited,  so  that  it  was 
very  considerably  distributed,  and  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  sludge  deposits  had  any  evil  effect 
on  the  food  supply  of  London.  It  was  like  a  drop 
of  ink  in  the  river  Thames. 


It  was  said  of  Douglas  J errold  that  into  one  of 
his  plays  he  put  wit  enough  for  any  three  ordinary 
comedies.  At  the  meeting  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society  on  Tuesday  night  there  were 
enough  matters  of  interest  for  three  such  gatherings, 
and  then  there  would  have  been  plenty  to  see  and 
talk  about.  There  were  microscopes  and  specimens 
of  painted  china.  There  was  a  presentation  of 
weights  and  scales,  a  fine  catch  of  jack  from  the 
Wey,  and  an  exhibit  of  a  fish-eating  plant.  Some 
drinking  specimens  of  animal  life  were  also  on  show, 
and  altogether  Mr.  T.  W.  Maynard,  the  genial  and 
popular  chairman,  presided  over  a  memorable 
evening.  On  Jan.  27  there  will  be  a  musical  evening, 
ladies  invited.  So  the  City  of  London  members  are 
starting  the  year  well. 


I  AM  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of 
Middleham,  Leeds,  has  met  with  a  nasty  accident. 
He  slipped  on  the  ice — there  has  been  a  lot  of  that 
material  scattered  here  and  there  where  it  was  not 
wanted — and  sprained  his  ankle.  With  plenty  of 
pluck  he  hobbled  to  a  neighbouring  farmhouse,  and 
is  now  going  on  well.  There  will  be  no  more 
grayling  fishing  for  Mr.  Miller  this  season;  but 
never  mind — a  time  will  coiiie  ! 


The  Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association  held  their 
!;econd  annual  dinner  in  the  Hotel  St.  George,  Lime- 
street,  Liverpool,  on  Friday  evening,  Jan.  16.  Mr. 
John  W.  Wright,  chairman,  presided  over  a  gather- 
ing numbering  about  fifty.  Representatives  from 
various  associations  were  present,  including  Mr. 
H.  A.  Bratt,  secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Centre 
Northern  Association  Anglers ;  Mr.  Attwood,  City 
Angling  Association  ;  Mr.  Hughes,  Liverpool  Asso- 
ciation ;  Mr,  Grundy,  Bootle  Angling  Association  ; 
Mr.  Lincoln,  Nelson  Angling  Association  ;  and  Mr. 
Ferguson,  Central  Angling  A9sociat;on.  The  meet- 
ing was  an  unqualified  success.  An  excellent  pro- 
gramme of  music  was  arranged,  the  artistes  being 
Messrs.  Toole  (tenor),  J.  F,  Halton  (baritone),  C, 


Chambers  (tenor),  Bert  Edwards  (humorist),  W.  R. 
Williams  (humorist),  H.  Gill  (humorist),  W.  G. 
Read  (concertinist),  Voethe  (violinist)  and  P.  Sykes 
(accompanist).  The  proceedings  were  kept  up  to 
within  a  few  minutes  of  midnight,  everybody  ex- 
pressing themselves  delighted  with  the  evening's 
entertainment. 


A  COBRESPONDENT  (N.  B.  C.)  Writes  to  Pearson's 
Weekly  : — "  For  a  year  or  so  I  have  tended  a  couple 
of  goldfish.  Once  the  piano  fell  down  and  struck 
the  globe  containing  the  fish,  and  knocked  a  small 
hole  in  it,  through  which  the  water  began  to  trickle. 
Incredible  as  it  sounds,  one  of  the  little  creatures 
realised  the  peril,  and  saved  its  own  and  its  consort's 
life  by  placing  the  broad  flange  of  its  tail  against 
the  aperture  and  stopping  the  leak,  where  it  re- 
mained until  its  beloved  master's  appearance  in  the 
morning,  when  its  joy  was  pathetic  to  witness." 
*  *  *  »  » 

This  story  is  all  right,  only  wants  touching  up  a 
bit  before  N.  B.  C.  sends  it  in  to  another  editor.  I 
wouldn't  introduce  the  piano,  because,  you  see, 
when  pianos  fall  down  they  generally  wake  some- 
one in  the  house.  Then,  of  course,  if  a  piano  fell  on 
to  a  goldfish  globe,  it  would  not  content  itself  with 
such  a  tiny  hole.  It  would  make  a  nasty,  jagged 
abrasion,  much  too  big  for  a  goldfish's  tail  to  stop 
up.  The  rest  is  quite  pretty  Does  N.  B.  C.  keep 
cats,  dogs,  parrots,  or  small  children  ?  If  so,  no 
doubt  he  has  similarly  curious  stories  to  tell  of 
them,  which  I  strongly  recommend  him  to  send  in 
to  journals  who  like  things  of  that  kind.  If  not,  I 
should  recommend  him  to  take  up  angling,  for  which 
his  imagination  seems  to  qualify  him. 


Why  ? 

Why  is  it  that  when,  with  patience  great, 

I  sit  'mid  the  rushes  tall, 
And  dangle  a  bait  and  watch  and  wait 

In  the  place  where  the  sunbeams  fall ; 
When  the  rod  is  true  and  the  hook  is  fine 

(The  angler  screened  from  view). 
With  a  splendid  line  of  some  silken  twine. 

And  ev'rything  brand,  brand  new — 
Why  is  it — I  say — my  angling  friends, 

Not  a  fish,  either  great  or  small, 
The  topjoint  bends,  or  condescends 

To  notice  the  bait  at  all  ? 
Why,  why — though  the  southern  breezes  blow. 

And  naught  in  the  weather's  wrong — 
Do  I  have  to  show  but  a  tale  of  woe  : 

'•  Not  a  nibble  the  whole  day  long  "  ? 

And  why — ah,  here  is  my  chief  complaint — 

Does  the  urchin  with  the  stick  ? 
And  the  line  so  quaint,  and  the  float  of  paint, 

All  colours  and  plastered  thick  ; 
With  the  bent,  bent  pin  and  the  lump  of  dough. 

Which  he  plumps  in  the  waters  still — ■ 
Where  the  lilies  grow — attract  them  so. 

While  my  net  result  is  "nil  "  ? 
Oh  !  cannot  some  savant  wise  declare 

The  reason  for  such  a  state  ? 
Is  it  right  or  fair  that  the  urchin's  share 

Should  be  larger  than  mine  ?    Ill  fate 
Still  dogs  my  steps,  go  where  I  will — 

I  am  half  inclined  to  "chuck," 
But  I'll  find  out  still--is  it  all  his  skill 

Or  only  my  beastly  luck  ?  S.  E.  B. 


The  lion.  sec.  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society 
writes  :  "  Dear  Drag, — Mr.  G.  Rayner,  one  of  the 
Highbury  members,  while  fishing  the  club  water  at 
Barfoid  last  week,  hooked,  and  after  a  severe  fight 
on  light  tackle  landed,  a  kelt  salmon.  The  fish  was 
in  fair  condition,  although  a  kelt,  and  weighed  in 
the  presence  of  witnesses  221b.  It  was  carefully 
returned  to  the  water  uninjured.  I  think  we  are 
the  only  London  society  which  rents  water  in  which 
even  the  '  occasional '  salmon  puts  in  an  appear- 
ance." 


As  the  water  bailiff,  Benjamin  Rooke,  was  going 
his  usual  round  on  the  banks  of  the  Ouse  at  Bar- 
combe  Mills,  he  noticed  a  disturbance  under  the 
surface  of  the  frozen  river,  and,  cautiously  waiting, 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  large  otter,  with  a 
heavy  fish  in  its  mouth,  rise  to  the  surface  in  a 
small  unfrozen  space  of  water.  The  animal  was 
immediately  shot  by  H.  WooUard,  gardener  to  Mr. 
Bicknell,  of  Barcombe  House.  The  fish  captured 
by  the  otter  proved  to  be  a  fine  carp  of  51b.  weight. 


An  interesting  little  ceremony  took  place  at  the 
Royal  Hotel,  Cheltenham,  recently,  when  the  pre- 
sident of  the  angling  club,  Mr.  J.  L.  Butler,  B.A., 
was  made  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  present 
subscribed  for  by  his  fellow  anglers.  The  present 
was  a  silver  tea  and  coffee  service  and  a  silver- 
mounted  oak  tray.  Inscribed  on  the  tray  was : 
/Presented  by  the  members  of  the  Cheltenham 


Angling  Club  to  Joseph  L.  Butler,  Esq.,  B.A. 
(president),  on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage. — Dec. 
29,  1902."  Mr.  C.  Malvern  (the  vice-president) 
presided. 


"I  AM  reminded,"  says  W.  Carter  Platts  in  the 
Yorkshire  Weekly  Post,  "of  an  incident  that  hap- 
pened to  a  friend  of  mine.  He,  in  company  with 
two  chums,  was  on  his  way  to  sample  an  out-of-the- 
way  trout  fishing  resort  of  which  he  had  heard 
great  things,  when,  on  arriving  at  the  nearest 
railway  station,  it  was  discovered  that  no  vehicle 
was  available,  and  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to 
walk  to  the  village,  some  four  miles  away,  and 
carry  their  baggage  as  best  they  could.  Fortunately, 
however,  before  they  had  trudged  more  than  half- 
a-mile  a  cheery  farmer  overtook  them  in  his  roomy 
trap,  and  offered  them  a  lift.  '  Which  hotel  are 
you  going  to  put  up  at  ? '  inquired  the  farmer 
casually,  when  he  learned  that  their  destination 
was  the  village.  They  didn't  know,  never  having 
visited  the  place  before.  'Well,'  observed  the 
farmer,  'I  always  put  up  at  the  Fleece  myself.' 
'Pretty  comfortable  house,  eh?'  'Comfortable? 
Lor'  bless  you  !  I  never  go  there  but  what  it  feels 
just  like  going  home  to  me,'  the  farmer  ejaculated 
enthusiastically.  '  And  the  tariff  ?  '  chipped  in  the 
cautious  member  of  the  trio.  '  Are  the  charges 
reasonable  ? — not  too  high  ?  ' 

*  *  *  *  * 

"'High?'  echoed  the  farmer.  'Now.  look  here, 
gentlemen ;  I'll  tell  you  honestly  I've  used  the 
Fleece  regular  for  the  last  thirty  year,  and  I've 
never  complained  once  about  the  charges  being  too 
high  ;  but,  I  must  say,  there's  been  times  when 
I've  rayther  thought  the  landlord  was  charging  just 
a  trifle  too  little.'  Of  course,  after  such  a  hearty 
recommendation,  the  three  travellers  at  once  passed 
a  unanimous  vote  to  put  up  at  the  Fleece,  after 
which,  by-and-by,  the  farmer  put  them  down  at 
the  front  door  of  the  hostelry,  while  he  drove  round 
to  the  back  to  see  about  his  horse  being  looked  to. 
Finding  their  way  into  the  snug,  the  travellers  sat 
down  and  inquired  for  the  landlord.  'Yes,  gentle- 
men, I'll  fetch  him — oh,  here  he  is,'  said  the  waiter, 
as  their  friend  the  farmer  came  in.  '  The  landlord 
— it's  the  landlord  we  want,'  repeated  one  of  them. 
'All  right,  gentlemen — all  right.  I'm  the  landlord,' 
chuckled  the  farmer  with  a  merry  smile.  '  Didn't  I 
tell  you  I  always  put  up  here,  and  it  was  just  like 
home  to  me?  Now,  let  me  make  you  comfortable  ! ' 
And  he  did." 


Every  good  angler  is  at  heart  a  naturalist,  and 
fond  of  reading  stories  of  birds  and  beasts  as  well  as 
of  fishes.  Here  is  a  story  culled  from  Lord  Lilford's 
charming  book  on  birds  :— "  A  neighbour  found  an 
old  hare  in  a  neat  and  well-used  form  in  his  straw- 
berry-bed. His  garden  was  walled  on  three  sides  to 
a  height  of  perhaps  fourteen  feet,  and  on  the  fourth 
side  to  about  three  feet,  with  a  drop  on  the  outside 
of  some  five  feet  or  more  to  a  little  stream,  the 
opposite  bank  of  which  was  about  level  with  the 
foot  of  a  low  wall,  and  quite  four  feet  from  it  at  the 
narrowest  part.  At  one  end  of  this  low  wall  was  a 
little  latched  gate,  opening  upon  a  plank  bridge 
over  the  stream.  My  friend,  on  first  finding  the 
hare  amongst  his  strawberries,  called  a  garden  lad, 
posted  himself  at  the  gate,  and  told  the  boy  to  put 
the  hare  up.  She  came  leisurely  up  to  the  little 
gate,  but,  on  finding  my  friend  there,  turned,  and 
tried  the  low  wall  in  several  places.  On  the 
approach  of  the  boy,  she  at  last  jumped  on  to  the 
wall,  and  tumbled  headlong  into  the  stream,  in 
which  there  was  only  a  few  inches  of  water.  She 
scuttled  along  the  bottom,  and  disappeared.  The 
next  afternoon  she  was  again  in  lier  form,  and  on 
being  touched  with  a  stick,  hopped  off  to  the  gate, 
stood  on  her  hind  legs,  quietly  pressed  down  the 
latch,  and  crossed  the  bridge.  After  this  my 
friend  virtually  left  her  alone,  only  now  and  then 
taking  a  friend  to  let  him  see  old  Sarah  open  the 
gate." 


With  the  recent  loss  of  the  brig  Alert  in  Cumber- 
land Gulf  the  last  remnant  of  the  once  famous 
Peterhead  whaling  fleet  has  gone.  When  she  was 
built,  forty-nine  years  ago,  she  formed  one  of  thirty- 
two  vessels  which  annually  left  the  northern  port 
for  the  Arctic  seas  in  quest  of  whales.  The  fishing 
gradually  became  less  and  less  remunerative  and 
ship  after  ship  was  sold  off.  At  present  the  only 
connection  with  the  industry  is  through  the  exist- 
ence of  two  stations  belonging  to  Mr.  Crawford 
Noble,  at  Kickarton  and  Black  Lead  Island,  each 
of  which  is  under  a  Scotch  manager  ;  the  fishing,  or 
collection  of  produce,  being  carried  on  by  Eskimos 
who  Uve  in  snow-houses  around  the  station.  The 
chief  object  is  the  whale,  but  seals,  walrus,  bears, 
deer,  and  other  animals  are  also  taken. 
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Pfovineial  flngling  ]iotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  on  Thursday 
evening  last  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smith- 
field.    Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.    The  meeting  was  well 
attended.    The  report  from  the  committee  for  the 
past  six  months  was  read  and  confirmed.  The 
action  of  the  committee  in  investing  £250  in  the 
Scarborough  Loan  was  approved  of ;  independent 
of  this,  we  have  over  £100  in  the  bank.  The  society, 
I  am  pleased  to  say,  is  becoming  financially  stronger 
every  day.    All  claims  had  been  promptly  met,  and 
the  president  pointed  out  that  one  member  had 
paid  12s.  into  the  society,  and  that  upon  his  death 
his  relatives  had  received  the  sum  of  £8.  The 
election  of  the  chief  officers  was  proceeded  with, 
when  Mr.  T.  Coles  was  re-elected  president  for  the 
fourteenth  year;  Mr.  J.  Rabone  was  re-elected 
secretary;  Messrs.   Twigg,   Holding,  and  Bently 
were  elected  vice-presidents ;  Mr.  H.  Tullett  was 
elected    treasurer  ;    and    Messrs.    Hughes  and 
Bagley  were  elected    trustees.     A  new  society 
is    being   formed    at    the    Lion    Hotel,  Hands- 
worth.    The  members  now  on  the  books  are  a  very 
respectable  class  of  people,  and  when  the  club  is 
affiliated  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  they  will  be 
an  acquisition  to  the  Birmingham  Association.  A 
number  of  oiu-  clubs  are  on  the  look-out  for  fresh 
waters,  but  the  whole  of  the  waters  within  reach  of 
our  city  have  been  taken.    We  have  had  some  very 
wintry  weather.   We  have  had  skating  on  the  pools, 
and  the  rivers  and  canals  have  been  frozen  over. 
This  has  been  the  cause  of  putting  fishing  out  of 
question,  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  frost  has 
broken  up,  and  by  the  time  that  these  notes  appear 
in  print  fishing  will  be  practicable  again.  Pike 
fishing  should  be  good,  and  the  Severn  will  be  worth 
looking  to. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

With  the  exception  of  the  Witham,  angling  in  the 
Fen  district  has  been  a  dead  letter  for  some  time 
past,  owing  to  the  severe  weather.  Most  of  the 
water- courses  have  been  frozen  up,  and  skating  has 
been  the  chief  pastime.  The  Forty-foot  has  been  a 
magnificent  sheet  of  ice,  extending  from  Bourne 
to  Boston,  a  distance  of  twenty-six  miles,  but,  for 
drainage  purposes,  it  was  found  necessary  to  lower 
the  water,  and  this  unfortunately  interfered  with 
its  condition.  The  ice  broke  away  from  the  bank 
sides,  but  notwithstanding  its  sunken  appearance, 
many  were  skating  on  it  on  Saturday.  So  far  as 
the  Witham  is  concerned,  anglers  were  able  to 
pursue  their  sport  all  through  the  frosty  weather, 
though  perhaps  not  so  successfully  as  they  would 
have  done  under  more  genial  conditions.  Roach, 
however,  offered  very  good  sport  on  the  lengths 
between  Kirkstead  and  Boston,  especially  at  the 
ends  of  the  tributaries,  tlie  confluence  of  the  Bain 
and  the  Sleaford  Canal  being  undoubtedly  the  best 
resorts.  By  means  of  the  maggot  and  tail-end  of 
the  dew  worm  some  bags  were  obtained  weighing 
up  to  12Ib.  Little  was  done  with  the  trolling  tackle. 
At  the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday  evening)  the  frost 
was  disappearing  rapidly,  but  owing  to  the  large 
quantities  of  ice  in  the  waters,  some  days  must 
elapse  before  angling  is  generally  resumed. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  of  the  smaller  streams  and  still  waters 
were  frozen  over  last  week-end,  but  since  Monday 
the  weather  has  been  very  mild,  consequently 
several  anglers  have  been  out,  and  in  the  top 
stretches  of  the  river  Hull  some  nice  roach  have 
been  taken  both  with  worm  and  paste.  A  few  good 
pike  have  also  been  taken  botn  in  the  river  and 
the  Driffield  Canal,  some  of  them  running  a  fair 
size  ;  and  if  the  mild  weather  continues  some  good 
roach  should  now  be  taken  in  the  Arram  district. 
The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  in  fair  order  above 
Salhouse  Lock,  and  both  roach,  perch  and  pike  on 
the  move,  but  in  the  lower  waters  very  little  has 
been  done  of  late,  the  waters  being  out  of  condition. 
Grimsby  anglers  have  done  fairly  well  at  times  on  the 
river  Ludd ;  and  at  Killingholme  and  Stalling- 
borough  codling  anglers  are  having  fair  sport  with 
mussel,  and  fish  up  to  51b.  each  taken;  and  on  the 
Yorkshire  side  of  the  Humber  at  Paull,  and  from 
the  promenades  at  Hull,  some  nice  fish  are  being 
secured. — J.  C. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  second  annual  dinner  of  the  Liver  Fly 
Fishers'  Association,  Liverpool,  took  place  on  Jan.  1 0. 
This  is  undoubtedly  the  premier  organisation  in  the 
city  of  ships,  and  to  say  that  the  event  was  a  pro- 
nounced success  conveys  only  a  limited  idea  of  the 
enjoyment  of  those  present.    On  Saturday  last  the 


Runcorn  Angling  Association  received  the  first  lot 
of  stock  fish  from  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  and 
consisting  of  450  roach  of  mature  size  and 
in  the  best  possible  condition.  The  members 
are  highly  pleased  with  the  450  roach.  The 
latest  report  from  the  Bollin  is  to  the  effect 
that  the  river  is  in  good  order  for  coarse  fishing, 
especially  the  lower  reaches.  The  date  of  the  annual 
meetmg  of  the  Chorley  centre  of  the  Northern 
Anglers' Association  is  fixed  for  Feb.  1 4.  The  agenda 
is  of  exceptional  importance,  and  will  no  doubt  attract 
a  lot  of  interested  members.  The  report  and  balance- 
sheet  of  the  Gorton  Angling  Association  plainly 
demonstrate  what  a  successful  year  1902  was.  They 
have  elected  a  strong  executive  and  calmly  antici- 
pate 1903.  At  the  next  meeting,  on  Jan.  27,  a 
special  dinner  will  be  arranged  for  to  celebrate  their 
sound  position.  Mr.  W.  Phythian  is  president,  Mr. 
J.  Yates  treasurer,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Boothroyd  secre- 
tary. The  Levenshulme  Angling  Association  had  a 
most  successful  and  enjoyable  At  Home  on  Monday 
last.  Amongst  those  present  were  Mr.  Tulley,  Mr. 
R.  Ramsbottom's  manager,  and  Mr.  J.  Pendrigh, 
manager  for  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  in  Manchester. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  Tuesday  next  the  Royal  Walton  Angling 
Society,  Moston,  are  to  have  a  lecture  by  Mr.  W. 
Smith -Nightingale  on  "The  habits  of  fish  and 
practical  angling."  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  the 
Manchester  correspondent  for  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
This  interesting  event  is  to  be  open  to  all  anglers, 
and  is  certain  to  be  well  attended.  It  is  pleasing  to 
learn  that  so  popular  are  the  members  of  the 
executive  of  the  Kingfisher  Angling  Society  that 
at  their  annual  meeting  held  last  week-end  all 
were  re-elected.  For  an  executive  to  be  re-elected 
en  bloc  speaks  volumes  for  their  past  services. 
Last  Tuesday  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association 
had  a  lecture  from  Mr.  A.  Hejrwood,  with  lantern 
views.  The  attendance  of  ladies  was  a  pleasing 
feature  of  the  evening.  Next  Monday,  Jan.  26,  the 
Moss  Side  Socials  hold  their  second  social  of  the 
season,  and  there  is  certain  to  be  a  bumping  audience 
to  listen  to  what  is  usually  an  attractive  programme. 
The  Duchy  Angling  Society  have  just  stocked  their 
private  water  with  1000  coarse  fish.  The  members 
are  determined  to  spend  every  possible  effort  in 
making  this  water  one  of  the  best  in  the  district. 
The  Buckland  Angling  Society,  one  of  the  oldest 
clubs  in  the  city,  have  just  entered  upon  a  new 
financial  year.  The  society  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  still  having  the  veteran  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Johnson, 
to  guard  the  treasury.  May  they  long  have  him. 
The  Lower  Broughton  Angling  Society  is  progress- 
ing rapidly,  and  evidently  filling  a  long-felt  want 
in  the  district.  Their  late  club-house  has  got  too 
small ;  hence  the  compulsory  removal  to  larger 
premises.  The  first  meeting  in  the  new  home  is  on 
Jan.  27,  when  Councillor  Foy  will  preside.  The 
opening  match  is  fixed  for  an  early  date  in  March. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  frost  has  disappeared  in  a  gradual  sort  of 
manner,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  (Jan.  21)  the 
Trent  was  running  in  capital  ply  for  all  kinds  of 
angling.  Fish,  however,  appeared  difficult  to  catch 
owing  to  the  extremely  cold  temperature  of  the 
water.  On  Tuesday  two  Nottingham  gentlemen 
gave  the  middle  stretch  at  Weston  a  trial 
for  roach  but  only  succeeded  in  creeling  seven 
or  eight.  Visitors  to  Shardlow  have  been  few 
and  far  between,  and  no  news  of  interest  is 
forthcoming.  Things,  however,  are  pretty  certain 
to  look  up  during  the  next  few  days.  Chub  enthu- 
siasts have  been  scoring  freely  at  Stoke  and  Shelford 
with  pith  and  brains  and  greaves,  and  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  a  few  good  specimens  were  shown  from 
the  Fiskerton  district ;  they  fell  to  the  attractions  of 
greaves.  Pike  fishers  have  taken  some  small  fish  in 
the  slack  water  above  our  city  bridge,  and  on 
Jan.  14  Mr.  J.  Birkin,  of  the  Wellington  Society, 
landed  seven  in  one  of  the  backwaters  near  Hover- 
ingham  Ferry.  In  the  closing  days  of  last  week 
many  of  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  were  packed 
with  ice-floes,  and  angling  pursuits  were  really  out 
of  the  question.  Since  Jan.  18  these  have  dis- 
appeared, and  sport  ought  now  to  assume  a  more 
lively  character.  Roach  are  in  grand  condition, 
arid  from  now  to  the  end  of  the  season  the  worm 
will  be  found  the  most  killing  bait  to  employ. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  conditions  prevalent  of  late  have  stopped 
angling  generally.  Whilst  the  frost  prevailed  and 
skating  prospects  were  daily  improving  the  rod  and 
line  were  less  reluctantly  laid  aside  because  of  the 
chance  of  indulging  in  an  exhilarating  pastime  of 
another  kind,  but  when  the  thaw  and  the  floods 
came  both  skating  and  fishing  became  impossible. 
The  ice  did  not  affect  the  Ouse,  but  the  Foss,  a 
slowly  moving  stream,  was  soon  caught  up  by  the 
frost.  This  week  the  former  river  has  been  running 
above  the  normal  height,  and  much  discoloured, 


whilst  the  latter  is  covered  with  ice  blocks.  No- 
thing of  importance  has  so  far  resulted  from  the 
efforts  of  the  few  anglers  who  have  tried  their 
skill,  and  an  improvement  in  existing  conditions 
is  awaited.  The  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  will,  it 
is  expected,  at  their  annual  meeting  next  month, 
consider  the  proposal  of  local  anglers  that  the  Ouse 
may  be  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  Mundella 
Act.  The  petition  from  the  Amalgamation  on  the 
subject  will  have  many  hundreds  of  signatures. 
The  Fishery  Board  are  also  to  be  asked  to  supply 
young  trout  for  the  restocking  of  the  Nidd  waters 
recently  acquired  by  the  society.  The  Amalgamation 
have  adopted  a  definite  scale  of  measurement  in 
respect  of  immature  fish  taken  by  members  in  their 
rented  waters,  and  all  fish  caught  under  those 
measurements  must  be  returned  to  the  water.  The 
scale  is  as  follows : — Roach,  5in. ;  dace,  6in.  ;  trout, 
8in.  ;  grayling,  lOin.  ;  perch.  Gin.  ;  chub,  9in. ;  pike' 
20in. ;  barbel,  20in. ;  silver  bream,  6in. ;  tench,  9in.; 
black  or  carp  bream,  9in.  The  annual  angling  com- 
petitions of  the  Amalgamation  have  been  fixed  for 
the  last  Wednesday  in  July  and  the  third  Saturday 
in  August,  which  dates,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  clash 
with  those  of  the  various  York  angling  club  sports. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Heavy  rain  has  fallen  generally  throughout  the 
south  and  west  of  Ireland,  and  all  waters  in  those 
parts  have  been  heavily  flooded  for  many  days. 
The  conditions  were  generally  favourable  for 
ascending  fish,  and,  as  far  as  can  be  known,  the 
numbers  of  fish  arriving  in  the  earlier  waters  have 
been  large.  In  many  districts  anghng  opens  on 
Feb.  1,  and  the  outlook  at  present,  as  far  as  the 
waters  of  those  districts  are  concerned,  are  reas- 
suring. Sea-angling  has  commenced  at  a  few  places, 
and  some  nice  takes  of  pollack  have  been  had  on 
the  Cork  and  Kerry  coasts.  Spring  pollack  are 
reported  numerous  at  Waterville,  Valentia,  Dingle, 
Darrynane,  Ballycotton,  and  Castletown. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Established  1836. 


Extracts  from  the  Annual  Report. 


In  presenting  their  report  for  the  year  1902,  the 
committee  are  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  the 
membership  shows  a  slight  increase  as  compared 
with  1901. 

With  regard  to  the  society's  waters,  the  weir 
fishery  at  Uxbridge  has  offered  only  indifferent 
sport  to  members  during  the  past  year.  This  has 
been  entirely  owing  to  the  abnormally  low  state  of 
the  Colne  throughout  the  greater  portion  of  the 
twelve  months  under  notice.  At  times  there  has 
been  such  a  dearth  of  w^ater  in  the  river  that 
angling  has  been  almost  hopeless.  It  is  hoped  that 
next  season  a  portion,  at  any  rate,  of  the  one 
hundred  thousand  May  Fly  eggs  placed  in  this 
water  in  June,  1901,  will  hatch  out  and  so 
encourage  the  committee  in  further  experiments  in 
the  direction  of  planting  the  larva;  of  other  fliea  in 
the  Colne. 

The  stretch  of  the  Lambourn  which  members 
availed  of,  for  the  first  time,  this  season  has 
answered  all  expectations.  The  Grannom  rise  was 
a  failure,  on  account  of  the  gales  which  prevailed 
at  the  time,  but  both  before  and  during  the  May 
Fly  fortnight  excellent  sport  was  had.  °  Work  in 
the  direction  of  muddmg,  weeding,  and  planting 
willows  along  the  right  bank  for  cover,  which  was 
urgently  needed,  has  been  in  progress  for  some 
months,  and  of  this  the  benefit  will  be  fully  felt  in 
the  next  and  succeeding  years. 

The  Kennet  has  yielded  some  fine  trout  and  pike, 
and  a  splendid  roach  of  21b.  3|oz.  was  caught  there 
in  late  autumn  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher. 

The  social  functions  of  the  society  were  of  a  most 
enjoyable  character.  The  annual  dinner,  which 
was  held  on  April  14,  was  particularly  interesting' 
by  reason  of  the  presence  in  the  chair  of  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior,  the  editor  of  the  Field. 

Neither  the  "Ward"  nor  the  "Booker"  challenge 
cup  has  been  won,  but  gold  modals  have  been 
awarded. 

The  society's  headquarters  at  Newbury  have 
been  considerably  enlarged,  and  the  accommoda- 
tion available  for  members  increased  during  the 
past  twelve  months.  Every  arrangement  is"  now 
made  for  the  comfort  of  those  visiting  the  society's 
waters  there.  The  new  club  room  is  particularly 
capacious,  and  the  house  committee,  who  have  the 
control  of  the  catering,  have  provided  everything 
that  members  are  likely  to  require. 

Some  good  fish  have  been  creeled  by  members 
during  the  past  year. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  CoTTECY,  Hon,  Sec, 
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ITofcs  from  f^c  ilorf^. 

The  Tay  and  some  other  rivers  have  already 
opened.  The  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  will  follow  in 
about  another  three  weeks. 


.January  floods,  especially  about  the  19th  or  20th, 
are  always  favourable  for  an  early  run  of  spring 
fish  into  the  east  coast  rivers  and  a  sure  sign  of  a 
good  start.  In  the  north-east  this  has  been  the  case 
this  year  at  least.   

An  early  break  up  of  the  ice  was  experienced  on 
the  Dee  last  week.  It  may  come  again,  for  the 
winter  is  not  yet  done  ;  but,  meantime,  the  only 
disappointed  people  are  the  skaters  and  curlers. 
Both  held  high  revel  all  last  week. 


Salmon  have  been  running  up  the  Dee  freely 
during  the  past  few  days.  The  freshet  last  week 
brought  them  away  in  great  numbers,  and  have 
been  showing  themselves  freely  in  the  tidal  waters. 


The  King  last  week  presented  each  of  his  tenants 
on  the  royal  estates  on  Deeside  with  a  haunch  of 
venison,  while  the  poor  far  and  near  received  gifts 
of  meal  and  coal  from  the  royal  bounty. 


John  Phin,  gamekeeper,  Lossiemouth,  died  last 
week  at  the  age  of  eighty.  For  nigh  thirty  years 
he  was  in  the  service  of  the  late  Captain  Dunbar 
Brander,  of  Pitgaveny.  John  was  allowed  to  be 
the  finest  and  luckiest  fisher  in  the  Moray  Firth 
district,  and  it  was  this  art  which  introduced  him 
to  Captain  Brander. 


As  the  story  goes,  the  captain  and  some  friends 
were  lashing  the  Spey  one  day  without  even  a  bite 
when  John  came  upon  the  scene.  Securing  a  rod 
he  soon  had  a  grilse  on  the  fly.    Having  done  so  he 


yelled  out  in  his  blunt  way,  "Surely  ye'll  come  and 
take  it  oot  noo  that  I've  tethered  (hooked)  him 

for  ye  !  "   

A  fine  sturgeon  weighing  8  stones  was  landed  last 
week  at  Aberdeen.  This  is  the  third  within  a  few 
weeks,  and,  as  usual,  the  King  was  offered  it  by 
wire.  By  wire  he  replied  declining  the  honour,  no 
doubt  preferring  some  other  thing  for  breakfast 
than  sturgeon. 

Stark,  head  keeper  to  Lord  Elgin,  died  a  few  days 
ago  in  Dunfermline  hospital  from  the  effects  of  a 
fall  from  a  train  while  in  motion,  being  dragged 
along  by  the  train  and  internally  injured.  Few  men 
have  come  in  contact  in  their  day  with  as  many 
poachers  as  Archie,  and  few  escaped  as  scatheless  as 
he  did  from  the  almost  nightly  escapades  with  the 
fraternity. 


Stark  had  no  local  waters,  but  he  went  north  to 
the  Spey  regularly  with  Lord  Elgin  and  Lord  Bruce 
when  they  rented  a  reach  thej-e  some  years  ago. 
He  tried  his  hand  at  introducing  trout  into  the 
quarry  (lime)  holes  on  the  estate,  but  there  being 
no  food  for  them  a  few  "  razors  "  was  the  result. 


Re  the  finnock  problem.  All  descending  fish  are 
kelts,  but  ascending  fish  are  clean  fish-  This  applies 
to  salmon,  grilse,  sea-trout,  and  finnock  alike. 
There  is  a  run  of  fresh  finnock  (whitling)  into  most 
east  coast  rivers  in  the  early  days  of  the  season,  and 
these  are  plump,  clean,  and  most  acceptable  fish, 
both  for  sport  and  table. 


On  the  other  hand,  and  mostly  in  March,  there  is 
a  mixtvire  of  kelt  and  clean  fish,  and  few  if  any  sea- 
trout  are  met  with,  while  three  out  of  every  five 
finnock  are  also  kelt.  These  remarks  apply  to  tidal 
waters  alone.  Up  the  rivers  the  sea-trout  and 
finnock  are  all  kelt.  Special  Scotch. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor. 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents  I] 


FISHING  IN  NORTHERN  ITALY. 

Deab  Sir, — An  old  friend  of  mine,  a  keen  and 
successful  trout  fisher,  living  at  Genoa,  sends  me  a 
little  information  in  reply  to  query  by  "Chia- 
venna  "  in  the  Fishing  Oazeite  of  Jan.  10.  He  says  : 
"I  have  never  fished  in  the  Adda,  but  whenever  I 
have  seen  it  it  has  been  coming  down  thick  with 
glacier  water. 

"  I  havo  fished  in  the  Mera  above  Chiavenna, 
which  comes  from  the  same  direction,  in  the  same 
condition,  like  pea-soup.  Natives  talked  of  151b. 
trout,  but  I  could  only  get  a  few  very  moderate- 
sized  ones,  with  worm  and  a  little  beetle. 

"  As  to  the  Ticino,  Bellinzona  is  too  low  down,  as 
from  this  town  down  to  the  lake  the  river  has  been 
embanked  in  a  straight  line.  Here  the  natives 
sometimes  get  a  big  trout  with  spoon,  but  mostly  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  so  I  suppose  these  are  lake- 
trout  going  up  the  river  for  family  reasons.  This 
part  of  the  river  holds  also  numerous  small  perch, 
which  can  be  taken  with  live  minnow.  Above 
Bellinzona  there  is  also  a  torrent,  bringing  down  a 
lot  of  glacier  water,  which  spoils  this  part. 

"  About  Biaso  there  are  a  lot  of  grayling ;  they 
take  a  small  red  fly,  and  sometimes  an  artificial 
gentle,  white  body  and  black  head.  They  run  a 
good  size,  but  are  uncertain  in  their  feeding. 

"  About  Fiado  (  ?  Faido),  where  the  water  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  a  fishing  association,  who  have  put 
in  a  lot  of  young  trout  and  had  netting  abolished, 
there  are  some  good  trout ;  but  the  river  is  mostly 
too  rapid  for  fly,  and  the  best  fish  are  had  with  spoon 
or  minnow  (natural  minnow  much  the  best). 

"The  most  useful  fly  was  a  partridge  hackle  with 
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yellow  body.  As  usual  the  natives  talk  of  trout 
from  51b.  to  81b.,  but  I  have  never  seen  anything 
above  IJlb.  There  is  a  little  torrent  coming  into 
the  river  at  Fiado  ( ?  Faido),  and  high  up  the  moun- 
tains there  is  some  fishing — a  very  few  big  trout  of 
a  different  variety.  Most  of  the  trout  in  the  Ticino 
are  of  the  mottled  grey  variety  found  in  all  the 
branches  of  the  Po. 

"  I  have  heard  of  nothing  new  in  these  parts,  but 
that  there  are  S')me  trout  in  the  Trebbia;  an  Italian 
disciple  of  mine  caught  one  not  far  below  Torriglia, 
and,  as  a  steam  tram  now  goes  to  that  place  from 
Genoa,  it  will  be  possible  to  arrive  at  the  fishing 
ground  in  about  three  hours. 

"I  have  been  last  year  to  Varese,  four  and  a  half 
hours'  drive  from  Sestri ;  there  are  trout  there,  but 
not  many  ;  although  I  saw  several  large  fish  (say 
21b.),  I  only  caught  smallish  ones. 

"I  think  you  have  heard  of  my  good  sport  about 
ten  or  fifteen  miles  below  Cabanne,  but  it  is  too 
near  the  end  of  the  world.  Hotels  none,  '  osteria ' 
very  primitive,  charges  absurdly  small — say  four 
shillings  for  dinner,  beds,  and  breakfast  for  three 
of  us.    Beds  were  a  shilling  for  the  three." 

So  far,  my  friend :  and  I  should  add  that  at 
Cabanne  itself  I  have  had  good  sport  with  the  fly. 
Route — rail  to  Chiavari,  drive  to  Borzonasca  (there 
is  a  little  trout  fishing  in  both  valleys  above  this 
romantic  place),  and  walk  over  the  mountains  to 
Cabanne,  but  I  believe  there  is  now  a  carriage  road 
taking  one  quite  near  that  pretty  spot.  I  heard, 
however,  that  there  was  a  scheme  for  turning  this 
charming  little  valley  into  a  lake,  which  would 
considerably  alter  the  character  of  the  fishing. — 
Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  Jan.  17. 

[Many  thanks. — Ed.] 

THE  ADDA  AND  OTHER  NORTH  OF  ITALY 
RIVERS. 

Deas  Sir, — In  reply  to  "Chiavenna,"  the  Adda 
was  (within  twenty  years)  a  splendid  trout  river, 
but  persistent  netting  and  poaching  methods  have 
almost  denuded  it  of  fish.  If  "Chiavenna  "  wishes 
to  try  the  fly  he  must  commence  vei-y  early  in  the 
season  as  the  river  becomes  too  muddy  later  on.  I 
have  taken  fish  that  way,  but  more  by  spinning. 
The  only  time  that  he  is  likely  to  get  a  big  fish  is  in 
the  autumn,  when  the  lake  trout  come  up  to  spawn. 
In  a  lake  some  nine  hours'  climb  above  the  Adda  I 
took  ten  fish  with  the  fly  weighing  231b.,  and  in  a 
small  tributary  to  the  Adda  (only  a  mountain 
torrent  with  a  few  deep  pools)  I  had  one  fish  which 
scaled  over  51b.  Neither  of  these  waters  could  be 
compared  to  the  Adda  if  it  had  fair  play,  which  the 
mountain  lake  and  torrent  have,  being  protected 
from  poaching.  The  Oglio  of  the  Val  Camonica  is 
another  instance  of  the  splendid  North  of  Italy  rivers 
which  are  being  ruined.  Every  form  of  poaching 
contrivance  is  permitted  (although  contrary  to  law 
in  some  cases),  and  this  splendid  country  will  soon 
be  void  of  fish  imless  the  government  insist  on  their 
laws  being  respected.  The  government  spends 
money  on  pisciculture,  but  it  might  as  well  be 
thrown  in  the  ocean  as  long  as  every  sort  of  trap 
and  snare,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  are  permitted 
to  be  set.  Formerly  there  was  not  the  inducement 
to  the  poacher  which  now  exists,  there  was  only  a 
local  sale  for  his  spoils  ;  now  the  Swiss  hotel  keeper 
offers  large  prices  in  the  summer,  and  many  trout 
also  find  their  way  so  far  from  Lombardy  as  Munich. 

If  "  Chiavenna  "  is  making  a  long  stay  in  North 
Italy  I  could  tell  him  of  one  or  two  mountain  lakes 
where  he  could  get  some  sport  if  he  does  not  mind  a 
climb. — Yours  truly,  W.  D.  G. 

Jan.  12. 


FISHING  IN  NORTHERN  ITALY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Chiavenna,"  I  know 
the  Ticino  well,  having  fished  in  it  a  good  bit 
formerly.  Bellinzona  has  the  best  hotels,  but  is 
rather  at  the  end  of  the  fishing,  but  the  St.  Gothard 
railway  helps  one  to  run  up  the  valley.  Airolo  is  a 
good  place,  and  there  are  plenty  of  trout  there 
upstream,  and  when  you  get  past  the  falls  below 
the  village  there  are  lots  of  grayling,  especially 
about  Faido  and  Giornico.  Once  while  fishing  at 
Airolo  I  caught  a  brace  of  beautiful  crimson- bellied 
char,  which  must  have  got  out  of  some  mountain 
lake ;  they  took  a  Coch-y-bondhu.  I  fancy  to 
catch  char  in  a  river  is  a  very  rare  occurrence. 
About  Faido  and  Giornico  I  came  across  boys 
fishing  for  grayling  with  very  primitive  tackle  ; 
their  rods  a  single  piece  of  the  Amnio  donax, 
or  giant  reed,  tipped  with  a  bit  of  tough  whippy 
wood,  and  a  bit  tied  on  at  the  butt  end,  round 
which  they  wound  their  line,  to  do  duty  for  a  reel. 
They  told  me  these  rods  cost  about  a  franc  each. 
They  were  about  sixteen  feet  long,  and  very  light, 
throwing  a  line  a  long  way.  Their  flies,  one  of 
which  1  enclose  for  your  inspection,  were  very 
peculiar.    You  will  observe  the  hook  has  no  barb- 


tied  on  two  pig's  bristles,  I  think,  and  the  body  of 
raw  silk,  to  imitate  a  maggot.  Possibly  a  red 
hackle  would  be  an  improvement.  They  fished 
with  two  of  these,  and  leaded  their  casts  a  little  to 
make  their  flies  sink  in  the  rapid  streams.  Rough 
as  their  gear  was,  they  caught  a  lot  of  grayling, 
pulling  them  out  at  once  because  of  their  barbless 
hooks,  which,  curiously  enough,  are  somewhat  like 
Kendal  snecks.  There  are  some  big  trout,  too, 
which  lurk  under  the  boulders.  The  boys  let  these 
alone,  but  now  and  then  get  hold  of  one,  when 
there  is  a  smash,  and  "  bang  goes  a  franc." 

The  river  running  down  the  San  Bernardino,  or 
rather  Misocco  Valley,  and  joining  the  Ticino  just 
above  Bellinzona,  has  also  lots  of  grayling,  but 
fewer  trout.  About  two  miles  from  San  Bernardino 
village  is  a  lovely  little  tarn  among  the  pines, 
possibly  about  three  acres,  and  very  deep.  There 
must  be  swarms  of  trout  in  this,  for  I  saw  them 
rising  all  over  the  pool,  but  on  this  occasion  had 
my  camera  with  me  and  did  not  fish. 

This  was  a  good  many  years  ago,  but  I  suppose 
the  fishing  is  still  much  as  described.  I  am  sorry  I 
can  give  "Chiavenna"  no  information  about  the 
Valteline  Valley.  In  conclusion,  if  I  visited  the 
Ticino  Valley  again,  I  would  trvist  to  Red  Tag. 
Green  Insect,  and  Silver  Twisted  Blue  for  grayling; 
and  Coeh-y-bondhu  and  Devon  minnows  for  the 
trout,  bearing  in  mind  to  hav&  strong  gear  for  these 
latter,  or  they  are  best  let  alone.  These  big  fellows 
must  work  up  out  of  the  Lago  Maggiore,  and  they 
seemed  not  to  return  to  the  lake,  but  stayed  under 
the  river  boulders,  possibly  feeding  on  infant 
grayling,  etc. — Yours  truly,        W.  S.  Buddicom. 

LIGHT  RODS, 

Dear  Sir, — I  duly  received  your  letter  with 
Messrs.  Hardy's  two  light  rods  and  a  pull  of  their 
letter  for  my  reply.  In  that  letter  their  two  rods 
are  described  as  being  8ft.  Gin.  and  Oft.  6in.  respec- 
tively ;  but  on  the  tag  annexed  to  the  rod  bag  the 
shorter  rod  was  described  as  9ft.,  and  I  believe  that 
will  be  found  correct.  Be  that  as  it  ma}',  both  the 
rods  are  very  much  lighter  than  any  of  Messrs. 
Hardy's  which  I  have  previously  handled.  Both 
the  rods  bear  the  evidence  of  careful  and  finished 
workmanship  which  always  distinguishes  Messrs. 
Hardy's  better  class  of  goods.  The  longer  rod, 
described  as  "  Palakona,"  ^ave  a  distinct  impression 
of  top-heaviness,  and  despite  its  lightness  I  can  see 
it  would  be  fatiguing  to  the  hand. 

Here  let  me  pause^  to  remark  that  I  am  not  so 
foolish  as  to  suppose  that  equipoise  is  not  important 
to  a  rod.  It  is  most  important,  but  it  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  argument  whether  a  light  rod  is  better 
than  a  heavy  one.  ;You  can  only  compare  them 
if  they  are  equal  in  other  respects,  such  as  equipoise 
or  balance. 

I  attribute  the  want  of  balance  of  the  longer  rod 
to  two  things  :  ( 1 )  the  lightening  of  the  reel  seat  to 
the  utmost  limit  by  omitting  II  possible  metal 
work,  and  (2)  to  the  weight 'of  the  ferrules  and 
rings.  These,  in  conjunction  with  the  bulk  of  the 
cane  used,  throw  the  centre  of  balance  unduly 
above  the  hand.  Perhaps  a  heavy  reel  might  cure 
the  want  of  balance  to  some  extent. 

I  am  not  so  fortunate  as  to  own  a  Leonard  rod, 
but  I  was  enabled  by  the  kindness  of  a  friend  to 
inspect  two  of  them  at  his  house  and  to  compare 
Messrs.  Hardy's  two  rods  with  them,  so  far  as  is 
possible  in  a  room.  I  am  sincerely  sorry  that 
circumstances  prevented  you  from  being  present, 
as  I  am  sure  you  would  have  been  highly  interested 
in  what  took  place. 

In  order  that  there  might  be  handy  for  purposes 
of  comparison  a  rod  of  greater  power  than  either  of 
those  sent  by  Messrs.  Hardy  for  inspection,  I  took 
with  me  a  Houghton  rod  of  their  make.  It  was 
made  to  my  order  for  (in  theory)  a  wrist  which  had 
not  completely  recovered  from  a  sprain.  It  is 
10ft.  6in.  long,  in  three  joints,  with  a  metal  reel 
seat,  and  it  weighs  -Jib.  exactly.  It  is  moat  trying 
to  the  hand,  but  it  is  capable  of  the  heaviest  May 
Fly  work,  and  will  cast  a  light  Dun  a  fair  distance 
with  precision,  and  it  carries  a  heavy  Halford  line. 
It  is  immensely  more  powerful  than  the  two  light 
rods  sent. 

The  two  new  Hardys  were  first  put  together 
and  handled  by  my  host,  an  angling  friend  of  his 
and  myself,  and  apart  from  the  want  of  balance  to 
which  I  have  adverted  it  seemed  to  me  that  they 
would  run  very  close  anything  which  my  host  could 
produce  either  in  workmanship  or  power  for  length. 
1  also  put  up  my  Houghton.  Then  my  host  pro- 
duced his  two  Leonard  rods.  They  were  10ft.  (3in. 
and  10ft.  respectively,  and  weighed  respectively 
6|oz.  and  5|-oz.,  both  having  metal  reel  seats.  The 
longer  rod  was  fifteen  years  old,  and  had  an  old- 
fashioned  handle  which  I  did  not  like.  The  shorter 
was  two  years  old,  and  my  host  informed  me  that 
both  had  done  a  great  deal  of  work  and  killed  many 
heavy  fish. 

At  first  sight  the  longer  rod  (which  I  handled 


first)  seemed  somewhat  soft  and  weak  in  the  action, 
but  my  host  assured  me  that  the  effect  of  a  line 
upon  it  was  to  stiffen  it,  and  in  proof  of  his  assertion 
he  put  on  a  reel  and  line,  and  put  the  rod  to  a  series 
of  tests  of  strength  and  reliability  so  extravagant 
that  I  daro  not  subject  the  Hardy  rods  to  anything 
like  the  same  tests.  With  the  strain  put  on  the  rod 
any  gut  short  of  sea-trout  must  have  smashed,  and 
I  every  moment  expected  the  rod  to  go  into  splinters 
or  to  break  off  short  like  a  carrot.  And  one  could 
almost  believe  tliat  the  fine  end  of  the  rod  could  be 
tied  in  knots  before  smashing,  but  resisting  gamely 
all  the  time.  From  these  strains  the  rod  sprang 
back  as  straight  and  true  as  ever.  The  owner  told 
me  he  would  back  his  Leonard  to  lift  from  the 
ground  by  the  tip  a  heavier  weight  than  my  Hough- 
ton, and  that  is  a  test  according  to  Mr.  Baden 
Powell.  He  claimed  for  his  rods  that  they  were 
vmbreakable,  unless  they  were  run  against  a  wallo.- 
run  over  by  a  cab.  We  then  took  this  rod  and  set 
it  vibratino;  side  by  side  with  my  Hardy  Houghton, 
and  they  vibrated  in  exact  time  with  one  another, 
the  tip  only  of  the  Leonard  rising  and  dipping  a 
little  further  than  that  of  the  Houghton.  I  could 
come  to  no  conclusion  l)ut  that  this  6^oz.  Leonard 
was  in  point  of  power  equal  in  every  respect  to  thf 
heavy-built  12oz.  Houghton,  while  there  was  a  soft 
ease  and  sweetness  about  its  action  which  made 
that  of  the  Houghton  appear  dull,  clumsy,  and 
uneven.  Indeed,  as  the  two  rods  swayed  together 
one  seemed  to  be  able  to  pick  out  spots  in  the 
Houghton  where  the  action  chocked  and  lost 
rhythm,  but  no  such  spots  in  the  Leonard.  I  was 
informed  by  the  owner  that  though  he  did  not 
pretend  to  be  a  long  distance  caster  he  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  getting  out  thirty  yards  with  this  Leonard. 
It  may  be  suggested  that  the  point  was  too  soft  to 
pick  up  a  heavy  line  from  the  water  and  ram  it  into 
the  wind.  It  may  be  so,  I  was  unable  to  test  it  : 
but  put  two  ounces  more  of  such  material  into  a  rod 
of  such  workmanship  and  is  it  possible  to  doubt  that 
any  requisite  power  would  be  obtained,  and  that, 
too,  with  a  rod  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  pound  less  in 
weight  than  the  Houghton. 

The  10ft.  Leonard  (5|oz.)  is  the  same  type  of  rod 
with  which  Mr.  Mansfield  threw  129i  feet,  and  its 
owner  informed  me  he  had  killed  a  71b.  river  trout 
on  it.  It  was  as  exquisite  a  piece  of  work  as  the 
other — beautifully  balanced,  and  with  a  type  of 
handle  similar  to  that  adopted  by  Messrs.  Hardy  in 
the  "  Hardy-Marston,"  and  in  the  two  rods  sent  for 
inspection,  but  fitting  better  to  the  hand.  The 
ferrules — plain  suction  joints — of  infinitely  lighter 
make  than  Messrs.  Hardy  made  their  lockfast 
joints  with  collared  ferrules  look  clumsy  impedi- 
ments in  the  action  of  the  rods.  The  ferrules  of 
the  fifteen- year- old  Leonard  fitted  the  dowels  as 
closely  and  sweetly  as  if  the  rod  were  new,  and 
such  a  thing  as  throwing  out  or  turning  in  the  joint 
— (the  latter  a  defect  of  the  lockfast  system  from 
which  all  three  of  the  Hardy  rods  which  I  have 
have  suffered  in  a  short  time) — is  unknown. 

I  went  to  the  trial  hoping  that  it  would  prove 
that  Messrs.  Hardy  had  done  something  which 
would — for  the  credit  of  our  English  manufacturers 
— make  good  showing  by  the  side  of  the  American 
work,  but  though  I  think  that  in  making  these 
light  rods  they  are  moving  in  the  right  direction,  it 
is  no  good  pretending  that  they  have  not  a  lot  of 
leeway  to  make  up  before  they  reach  the  standard 
of  the  best  Transatlantic  work.  If  I  know  them 
they  will  at  once  set  about  it,  and  make  a  good  bid 
to  accomplish  it.  1  hey  must  pardon  me,  however, 
if  having  compared  their  canes  with  Leonard's  I 
hesitate  to  accept  their  statement  that  they  use  the 
same.  I  have  never  handled  split-cane  rods  of  such 
exquisite  sweetness  of  action  and  temper  as  these 
Leonards,  and  I  intend  to  treat  myself  to  one  at 
the  first  opportunity. — Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 

["Val  Conson's  "  statement  of  his  belief  that  the 
fi^oz.  Leonard  rod  is  "in  point  of  power  equal  in 
every  respect  to  the  hea\  y-built  1 2oz.  Houghton  " 
is  so  startling  that  I  should  immensely  like  to  see 
the  matter  tested.  It  is  also  startling  to  be  assured 
that  a  rod  which  feels  "  soft  and  weak  in  the  action  " 
can  be  "  stiffened  by  the  action  of  the  line  on  it  "  ; 
it  must  be  an  electric  line  surely.  For  manj-  years 
1  have  fished  with  the  "  Amateur  Angler,"  who  uses 
a  grand  Leonard  rod,  which  he  and  I  have  often 
praised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  1  have  many  times 
used  it,  but  with  my  Hardy  or  Foster  rods  I  could 
cast  better  and  fish  better  in  every  way,  simply 
because  they  were  more  powerful  rods.  A  Leonard 
of  the  same  length,  weight,  and  make  would  doubt- 
less be  as  good  as  a  Hardy  rod,  but  I  do  not  see  how- 
it  could  be  better.  For  some  time  1  have  used  one 
of  Messrs.  Foster's  whole-cane  steel  ribbed  rods, 
and  I  liked  it  so  much  I  got  them  to  make  others 
like  it,  and  although  some  are  near  it  I  have  found 
none  that  suit  rae  quite  so  well ;  doubtless  use  has 
much  to  do  with  this,  and  use  must  in  time  take 
some  of  the  stiifness  out  of  a  rod.  I  am  certain  of 
one  thing,  and  that  is  that  Messrs.  Foster's  steel 
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ribbing  outside  the  very  light  holloweane  strengthens 
Jt  imniensoly.  There  was  a  meeting  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  on  Jan.  22  to  discuss  this  question.  I 
hope  to  have  some  note  of  it  for  next  week. — Ed.] 

LIGHT  RODS. 
Deab  Sir, — I  have  watched  the  correspondence 
on  this  subject  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  a  long 
time,  What  has  astonished  me  is  the  fact  that  so 
many  practical  fishermen  do  not  seem  to  realise 
that,  within  reasonable  limits,  an  extra  ounce  or 
two  has  no  tiring  effect  on  the  man  who  is  using  the 
rod.  It  is  the  recovery  of  the  line  which  entails 
exertion,  and  I  feel  sure  that,  with  a  line  heavy 
enough  to  cast  against  the  wind,  less  exertion  is 
required  with  a  rod  of  reasonably  light  build— say 
about  one  ounce  per  foot— than  with  one  of  the 
American  featherweight  class.  The  latter  may  do 
very  well  for  casting  down  wind  from  a  boat,  but 
for  a  dry  fly  or  casting  into  a  moderate  wind  com- 
mend me  to  our  home  manufacture. — Yours  truly. 

Green  Wren. 

Dear  Sir, — There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  corre- 
spondence in  the  Fishing  Gazette  about  light  rods 
for  the  last  few  months.  Kindly  allow  me  to  say 
that  not  one  of  the  correspondents  seem  to  know 
how  to  weigh  a  fishing  rod. 

It  should  not  be  weighed  as  a  dead  weight,  but 
from  the  straia  on  the  wrist.  I  possess  a  Oft. 
American  spht-cane  rod,  which  weighs  only  5oz. 
dead  weight,  and  an  English  one  made  by  G.  Little 
and  Co.  weighing  OJoz. 

When  weighed  as  a  rod  should  be  the  American 
so-called  light  rod  has  a  strain  of  6oz.  on  the  wrist, 
and  the  English-made  rod  has  a  strain  of  only  I  Joz! 
on  the  wrist.  This  shows  that  the  American  rods 
are  really  three  times  heavier  to  fish  with.  Although 
they  are  lighter  in  the  scale  they  have  more  strain 
on  the  hand,  as  all  the  weight  is  in  the  first  two 
joints  and  none  in  the  butt,  whereas  the  English- 


RE  NETTING  AT  HENLEY-ON-THAMES. 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  allow  me  a  small  space  in 
your  valuable  paper  to  make  a  short  statement  in 
reply  to  the  somewhat  severe  strictures  pas3ed  on 
me  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  10  re  the  above  ?  I  do  not 
know  who  the  gentleman  is  who  writes  under  the 
nom  de  plume  of  "Fair  Play,"  but  I  certainly  think 
he  should  be  as  careful  as  he  advises  me  to  be.  I 
did  not  make  the  statement  I  did  without  making 
very  full  inquiries,  and  if  this  netting  was  restricted 
to,  say,  once  a  year  and  the  fish  thus  netted  returned 
to  the  river  I  for  one  should  not  object  in  the  least, 
nor  should  I  have  mentioned  it,  but  when  I  know 
that  the  netting  is  of  somewhat  frequent  occurrence, 
and  that  the  fish  are  not  returned,  I  certainly  think 
it  is  a  hardship  to  anglers  in  general  and  the  various 
restocking  associations  who  spend  so  much  time 
and  money  in  stocking  the  Thames.  I  have  not  the 
least  objection  to  be  classed  as  a  nobody,  but  I 
would  point  out  to  "  Fair  Play  "  that  I  possess  the 
courage,  that  he  evidently  lacks,  to  sign  my  name 
to  any  statement  that  I  make.  If  that  gentleman 
thinks  that  by  publishing  his  name  he  might  by 
some  unkind  people  be  also  classed  as  a  nobody,  I 
can  assure  him  that  he  has  my  sincere  sympathy.  As 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has  taken'  the  trouble  to  inquire 
from  Mr.  Rhodes  the  weight  of  the  fish  taken  on 
one  occasion  (to  which,  by  the  way,  my  notes  did  not 
refer),  might  I  ask  him  to  kindly  get  the  weight  of 
the  fish  taken  on  the  other  occasions.  If  these  are 
obtained  the  stories  may  not  be  so  tall  as  Mr.  Hobbs. 
with  his  accustomed  assurance,  terms  them.  Mr. 
Hobbs,  no  doubt,  has  the  interest  of  the  association 
and  fishing  in  general  at  heart,  but  I  must  also  claim 
to  be  as  much  interested,  in  of  course  a  much  more 
humble  rnanner.  and  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  I 
would  hesitate  to  do  anything  or  make  any  state- 
ment that  would  be  injurious  to  either  object  men- 
tioned ;  but  when  netting  the  Thames  is  the  finish 
of  a  day's  sport,  and  the  fish  thus  netted  are  not 
returned  to  the  river,  I  feel  that,  as  an  angler  and  a 
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made  rod?  are  better  balanced  and  lighter  in  the 
hand.  The  American  rod  maker  has  much  to  learn 
before  he  can  come  up  to  the  English  maker  for 
strength  and  lightness  in  balance.  The  enclosed 
sketch  will  show  how  a  fishing  rod  should  be  weighed. 
— Yours  truly,  C.  Edwards. 


member  of  the  Henley  Fishing  Preservation  Society, 
I  have  a  grievance  and  also  a  perfect  right  to  air 
that  grievance,  and  also  expect  to  get  fair  play. — 
Yours  obediently,  Stanley  Mead. 


Dear  Sir, — I,  and  no  doubt  others,  would  be 
much  interested  to  learn  the  exact  weight,  length, 
and  diameter  of  the  rods  advocated  by  your  corre- 
spondents ;  the  diameter  to  be  carefully  measured, 
just  above  the  handle,  at  the  tip,  and  at  two  or 
three  points  between,  with  an  accurate  instrument, 
f-uch  as  a  micrometer.  I  also  suggest  that  the 
deflection — the  rod  being  held  in  a  horizontal 
position,  and  loads  of  loz.  and  2oz.  respectively — 
be  measured  at  the  tip  and  at  two  or  three  other 
points. — Yours  truly,  Oscar  Allan. 

TABS  FOR  MARKING  SALMON. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  is  giving  you  a 
rough  sketch  of  tabs  for  marking  kelts,  which  I 
hive  found  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  was  supplied 
to  me  by  Francis  M.  Walbran,  38a,  Wellington- 
street,  Leeds,  and  I  should  be  very  much  surprised 


if  Messrs.  Ruben  Heaton,  New-street,  Aston  Town, 
Birmingham,  cannot  supply  them  also. 

Fig.  1. — A  salmon  tail  marked  showing  where  to 
inset  label. 

Fig.  2. — A  brass  label  cut  to  shape,  with  copper 
wire  attached.    The  sketch  of  Fig.  2  is  the  exact 
size  of  label  to  use. — Yours  truly, 
L.  Hereford.  Nothing  New. 


"BLIND  F.  EYED  HOOKS." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  taken  much  interest  in  the 
correspondence  which  has  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  on  the  above  subject.  Will  you,  with  your 
usual  courtesy,  allow  me  to  say  a  word  or  two  ? 

Personally,  I  will  not  quarrel  with  a  good  hook 
because  it  is  blind  or  otherwise.  I  must  have  some 
stronger  casus  belli.  But  I  may  as  well  state  that 
for  all  sizes  below  sea-trout  flies  I  invariably  use 
blind  hooks,  simply  on  account  of  my  own  defective 
vision — a  case  of  the  bhnd  leading  the  blind. 

Granted  that  the  merits  of  both  species  are  equal, 
then  the  eyed  variety  have  the  superiority  by 
reason  of  their  portability. 

I  suppose  we  all  have,  and  are  to  a  certain  extent 
influenced  by,  fancies.  Well,  my  fad  is  that  I  do 
not  like  up-turned  shanks.  My  theory  is  that  the 
gut  should  be  attached  as  nearly  as  possible  over 
the  centre  of  resistance — that  is,  the  point  of  the 
hook.  The  greater  the  distance  from  this,  the 
greater  the  strain  on  the  bend  of  hook. 

Pretty  and  ingenious  as  the  lead  wire  experiment 
undoubtedly  is,  I  do  not  think  it  proves  anything. 
In  it  two  yielding  substances  are  opposed,  while  in 
the  actual  state  of  affairs  a  hard  unyielding  sub- 
stance opposes  a  pliable  one.  To  my  mind  it  is 
about  analogous  to  dry  flying  with  nine  or  ten  feet 
of  gas-pipe,  and  then  assuming  that  the  resultant 
set  of  it  would  be  the  correct  form  for  a  rod.  After 
all  I  daresay  that,  like  a  good  many  other  things, 
it  is  purely  a  matter  of  fancy.  So  "  every  man  to 
his  own  taste,"  as  the  man  said  when  he  preferred 
the  white  end  of  the  asparagus,  and  then  kicked 
the  c  it  for  refusing  the  tops. 

Like  "Benwyan,"  through  the  kindness  of  Messrs. 
Warner  I  received  samples  of  their  "needle-eyed 
hooks."  I  may  say  I  am  delighted  with  them, 
especially  the  straight  shanked  ones.  I  have  tested 
them,  both  wet  and  dry,  and  can  safely  say  that 


the  eyes  will  stand  any  strain  they  are  likely  to  meet 
with  in  actual  use. 

With  that  object  I  ground-baited  a  swim  on 
Saturday  evening  with  an  oil-cake.  (By  the  way, 
did  you  ever  try  it  ?  Put  the  cake — linseed— in 
whole.  I  have  not  used  it  in  running  water,  but  in 
a  lake  it  is  very  lasting.)    This  afternoon  I  repaired 


(The  shank  is  elongated  so  as  to  show  coil  of  liiU-Ii  more 
(-listinetly.) 

to  my  swim  and  got  among  the  bream  for  an  hour. 
I  took  seven,  and  one  perch,  l|lb.  The  bream  I 
returned,  having  no  further  use  for  them,  with  the 
exception  of  the  largest— it  just  failed  to  scale  41b.  ; 
this  I  brought  away  for  our  polios  inspector.  He 
thinks  highly  of  bream  as  a  table  delicacy  ;  I  don't. 
All  these  I  yanked  out  with  an  old  pike  rod  and 
stout  gut,  having  purposely  left  the  landing-net  at 
home.  I  consider  this  a  fairly  severe  test  for  the 
"needle-eye"  to  undergo;  and  the  hook  (No.  6) 
came  out  of  the  ordeal  smiUng. 

I  enclose  speciaien  of  a  knot  I  have  "invented." 
It  is  not  nearly  so  ne  it  as  Messrs.  Warner's  mode 
of  attachment,  the  double  jam — should  it  not  be 
jamb? — but  does  away  with  the  objection,  real  or 
fancied,  of  the  eye  fraying  the  gut.  I  also  send  a 
rough  sketch  of  the  mode  of  making  it. 

Knot  drawing  is  a  beautiful  recreation  wherewith 
to  beguile  your  leisure  hours.  But  one  needs  to  b3 
fresh  from  an  annual  dinner,  or  such  like  function, 
to  do  the  subject  or  oneself  thorough  justice. — 
Yours  faithfully,  *  X.  S  R 

Jan.  12. 

PLAN  FOR  CARRYING  NET. 

Dear  Sir, — To  the  suggestions  for  carrying  that 
useful  nuisance  the  landing-net  there  seems  no  end, 
and  I  must  apologise  for  making  yet  another,  which. 
I  think,  gets  over  some  of  the  difficulties  alluded  to 
by  Mr.  Tod  in  the  address  recently  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 

Take  a  tube  of  bamboo,  say,  six  inches  long, 
pass  a  bit  of  twine  through  it,  leaving  a  piece  pro- 
jecting at  each  end.  Push  these  pieces  respectively 
through  the  material  of  the  fishing  basket  at  such 


a  slope  that  the  bamboo  lies  against  the  side  of  the 
creel  at  an  angle  of  about  forty -five  degrees  ;  tie  the 
ends  of  the  twine  tightly  together  inside  the  basket 
and  the  tube  is  held  rigid  against  the  outside. 

The  handle  of  the  net  slips  into  the  bamboo,  runs 
home,  and  is  pulled  out  again  easily.  The  net  is,  of 
course,  held  steady  at  the  angle  given  to  the  tube, 
and  the  weight  of  that  part  of  the  landing-net  pro- 
truding below  the  lower  end  prevents  the  net  from 
falling  out. — Yours  truly,  A.  W. 

Musselburgh. 

[Leather  tubes  for  holding  the  net  or  gafT  in 
the  way  "A.  W. "  suggests  have  been  used  for  many 
years,  but  I  do  not  remember  any  sush  simple  and 
cheap  method  as  he  sugcests,  and  am  glad  to  give 
the  tip. — Ed.] 


LICENCES  FOR  SALMON  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  17  1  have  read 
with  much  interest  the  law  of  the  use  of  two  salmon 
rods  on  English  rivers.  Is  it  lawful  to  rig  up  two 
salmon  rods — say  one  with  fly  and  the  other  with 
prawn  or  minnow — and  let  your  attendant  hold  one 
rod  while  you  yourself  fish  a  pool  down  with  the  other, 
or  vice  versa,  so  long  as  you  are  only  using  one  rod  at 
a  time  ?  Or  in  this  case  would  you  be  obliged  to 
have  two  salmon  licences,  one  for  each  rod  ?  I  have 
frequently  seen  two  rods  used  in  the  above  way  on 
the  river  Wye,  Hereford,  and  within  three  and  a 
half  miles  of  that  city.  If  we  are  bound  to  have  a 
licence  for  each  rod,  I  suppose  the  same  will  apply 
to  the  use  of  two  guns  when  cover  shooting  ? — Yours 
truly.  Nothing  New. 

Hereford. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  Fishing  Gazrtte  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Bailway  Booli- 
staUs,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  reriuested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  tlieir  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  Ije  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  lie  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limiteil,  the  Pub- 
lisliers,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ii  eland   10s.  6d. 

Si.v  Months  ditto  ditto    5s.  4td. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  Amei-ica,  and  tlie  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   lis.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7    7  0 

Half  Page    3  1.5  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page  ..    2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  6s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

Tlie  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundrcil  Pounds  in  case  of  death  wlien 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  wlien  fishing. 

Advei'ttsenie}its  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o^clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  '•  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  he 
addressed  to  the  Ada'Ektikement  MANAGER,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR; 


Rainbcws  foe  His  M.4.jesty  the  King. 

I  UNDERSTAND  that  OH  Tuesday  last,  Jan.  27, 
r  four  hundred  rainbow  trout,  two  years  and  nine 
months  old,  and  from  nine  to  twelve  inches  in 
length,  were  placed  in  the  lake  in  the  private 
grounds  of  Buckingham  Palace ;  as  the  lake  is 
about  seven  acres  in  extent  the  fish  ought  to  do 
1^  well,  prayided  there  is  plenty  of  food  for  them. 
■  They  have  been  specially  grown  for  His  Majesty 
at  the  Earl  of  Denbigh's  fish-breeding  establish- 
ment, Holywell,  North  Wales. 


"Light  Rods'-  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Cldb. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  on 
Thursday  evening,  Jan.  22,  there  was  an  informal 
discussion  on  the  subject  of  "  Light  Rods,"  some  of 
those  who  have  taken  part  in  the  correspondence 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  being  present.  Some  very 
excellent  light  rods  made  by  Leonard,  of  New 
York,  Hardy  Bros.,  Milward,  Ogden  &  Scotford, 
etc.,  were  shown.  Although  it  was  impossible  to 
test  the  rods  properly  for  want  of  space,  I  think  the 
majority  of  the  members  present  agreed  that  there 
was  a  big  future  for  the  rod  of  moderate  weight— 
5oz.  to  8oz.,  according  to  length — for  single-handed 
fly  rods,  and  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  on  this 
side  we  can  make  rods  in  every  way  equal  to  the 
best  American,  in  weight  and  action.  The  cane 
used  is  the  same,  and  as  regards  finish,  the  best 
Engli.sh  rod  makers  have  nothing  to  learn  from 
America  in  this  respect.  I  had  almost  forgotten 
to  mention  that  much  interest  was  shown  in  an 
excellent  spht-cane  rod  of  French  manufacture, 
made  for  one  of  the  members  by  Messrs,  Wyers 
Freres,  of  Paris. 


The  D,  T.  on  Light  Rods. 
In   the   always  interesting  weekly  column  on 
angling  called  "  By  Lake,  River,  and  Sea  '-  in  the 
Daily  Telegraph  I  find  this  note  : — 

A  discussion  has  for  some  time  been  going  on 
in  the  sporting  Press  relative  to  the  merits  of  the 


exceedingly  light  split-cane  fly  rods  with  which 
American  anglers  kill  fish  of  considerable  weight. 
Our  American  cousins  are  wont  to  speak  in  quite 
disrespectful  terms  of  the  far  heavier  rods  used  by 
Enghsh  anglers,  though,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  when 
they  are  salmon  fishing  in  Canada,  or  other  waters, 
an  English-built  salmon  rod  is  considered  the 
correct  thing.  Speaking  in  general  terms,  we  may 
say  that,  length  for  length,  the  American  fly  rod 
weighs  half  as  much  as  those  manufactured  in 
England.  Not  that  English  makers  cannot  con- 
struct light  rods,  but  so  far  there  has  been  little  or 
no  demand  for  these  fairy  wands.  A  very  interest- 
ing evening  was  spent  by  the  members  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  on  Thursday,  when  some  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  American  handicraft  were  exhibited, 
including  a  rod  10ft.  in  length,  and  weighing  only 
5|oz.,  with  which  r29^ft.  of  line  had  been  cast  at  a 
fly-castmg  competition  held  at  San  Francisco. 
Members  had  the  opportunity  of  comparing  with 
this  and  other  American  rods  several  manufactured 
by  English  makers,  which  were  very  similar  in 
action  and  weight,  though  the  American  rods  took 
first  place  for  lightness  to  the  extent  of  about  an 
ounce.  This  excessive  lightness,  we  may  explain, 
is  largely  obtained  by  decreasing  the  size  of  the 
handle  and  using  very  light  winch  fittings  and 
ferrules.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these  light  rods, 
if  properly  constructed,  are  capable  of  doing 
excellent  work  within  the  limits  of  their  powers, 
and  are  certainly  to  be  recommended  to  ladies  and 
men  who  are  a  little  weak  in  the  wrist." 

I  think  it  is  not  quite  correct  to  say  that  the  rod 
which  cast  forty-three  j'ards  at  the  tournanient  at 
San  Francisco  (of  which  I  gave  a  full  report  in  the 
Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Dec.  13, 
1902)  was  shown  at  the  club  the  other  night.  The 
owner  of  the  very  fine  Leonard  said  the  cast  was 
made  with  a  similar  rod,  which,  of  course,  is  not 
quite  the  same  thing.  The  rod  which  the  cast  was 
made  with  might  be  the  same  weight  and  yet  made 
for  long  casting  and  not  fishing,  and  so  far  heavier 
to  fish  with,  although  not  an  atom  heavier  in  the 
scales. 


Edition  of  Walton's  "Angler"  printed  by 
Mercieb  and  Chervet. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Fisher  calls  my  attention  to  a  little 
edition  of  Walton  which  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen,  and  which  is,  I  think,  not  mentioned  in 
the  "  Bibliotheca  Piscatoria."  It  was  printed  by 
Mercier  and  Chervet,  Bartholomew  Close,  and 
contains  admirable  facsimiles  of  the  Walton 
original  title-page  and  illustrations.  Since  writing 
this  I  asked  Mr.  A.  N.  Gilbe}'  if  he  knew  the  edition 
referred  to,  and  he  tells  me  he  has  a  fine  copy,  and 
that  it  is  the  1810  edition,  pubUshed  by  S.  Bagster 
and  mentioned  in  the  "  Bibliotheca  Piscatoria." 
The  copy  I  saw  had  no  mention  of  S.  Bagster.  but 
I  feel  sure  that  Mr.  Gilbey  is  right,  as  the  illus- 
trations correspond  with  the  description  in  the 
"Bibliotheca  Piscatoria,"  and  are  said  to  have  been 
engraved  on  silver  plates  like  the  originals, 


Pheasant  Flies  Through  a  Plate-glass 
Window. 

The  following  very  curious  case  is  from  a  report 
by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  M.P.,  in  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazette  recently. 

"  Returning  one  evening  to  my  own  house,  I 
noticed  a  large  round  hole  in  the  plate-glass  window 
of  the  library,  as  if  a  football  had  been  driven 
through  it.  There  were  no  boys  about,  or  the  cause 
might  have  been  such  as  saute  aux  yeux.  Upon 
reaching  the  library  I  found  the  floor  covered  with 
shattered  glass,  showing  that  the  impact  had  been 
from  the  outside;  but  nothing  was  visible  within 
to  account  for  it.  The  hole  in  the  x)late-glass  was 
round  and  clean ;  the  remainder  of  the  sheet  was 
firm  in  the  window-frame. 

"  More  puzzled  than  ever,  I  summoned  my  better 
half  to  discuss  the  problem.  She,  being  of  a 
practical  turn,  began  looking  under  the  furniture 
for  the  agent  of  destruction  ;  while  I  stood  idle, 
considering  such  search  superfluous,  mutely  specu- 
lating how  the  deuce  a  plate-glass  ^vindow  was  to 
be  replaced  in  a  remote  corner  of  Western  Scotland. 
I'^or,  mark  ye,  it  was  in  the  first  days  of  the  recent 
frost,  and  a  keen  north  wind  was  blowing  through 
the  orifice.  Presently  my  wife  exclaimed.  "  Here 
it  is,  poor  thing  !  "  Between  a  large  armchair  and 
the  fireplace  crouched  a  hen  pheasant,  which  I 
caught.  It  showed  no  wound  or  sign  of  damage, 
and  struggled  vigorously  to  get  free,    ^^'hcn  it  ■\\'as 


released  upon  the  terrace  it  flew  a  short  distance,' 
alighted,  ran  away  strongly,  and  was  seen  no  more. 
It  seems  to  me  very  remarkable  that  a  bird  should 
fly  uninjured  through  plate-glass  as  simply  as  a 
circus  rider  jumps  through  a  paper  hoop.  One  has 
always  been  told  that  any  man  of  ordinary  strength 
can  drive  his  fist  through  a  door  panel.  The  only 
one  whom  I  ever  knew  to  attempt  it  succeeded, 
indeed,  but  at  the  cost  of  a  dislocated  little-finger 
knuckle.  It  was  explained  to  him  that  if  he  had 
aimed  at  a  point  a  foot  behind  the  panel,  instead  of 
at  the  panel  itself,  his  hand  would  have  passed 
through  without  a  scratch.  But  who  is  there  of 
fortitude  to  put  that  to  the  test  V  -' 

Marked  Salmon. 

The  writer  of  the  following  paragraph  in  tho 
Pall  Mall  Gazette  is  not  far  from  the  mark  in 
suggesting  that  there  are  still  many  salmon  pro- 
blems to  solve. 

"  An  angler  fishing  on  the  Burnmouth  beat  of 
the  Tay  at  Stanley  has  landed  a  IGlb.  salmon  with 
a  medal  on  its  back  fin  marked  '  No.  9.083 — A.' 
The  length  of  the  fish  was  2iS\m. ;  girth,  19in.  Now 
that  marking  fish  is  becoming  common,  some  light 
should  be  thrown  on  the  growth  of  the  salmon,  and 
the  story  of  the  fish  will  be  awaited  with  interest. 
The  recapture  of  marked  fish  has  helped  to  confirm 
the  belief  that  salmon  generally  return  to  their 
native  liver,  but  it  has  also  shown  that  there  are 
a  fair  number  of  exceptions  to  the  rule.  As  yet 
marking  has  neither  solved  the  mystery  of  the  sea- 
life  of  the  salmon,  nor  shown  why  some  fish  return 
to  their  native  rivers  while  others  do  not.  The 
mystery  of  the  different  migrations,  particularly 
the  problem  of  the  '  springer,'  still  remains  as  dark 
as  ever." 

Not  one  of  the  least  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  solving  these  problems  is  the  great  variety  of 
names  given  to  the  same  fish  at  different  times  in 
its  life  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

New  Patent  Pike  Gag. 

Messrs.  S.  AUcock  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Redditch,  have 
brought  out  a  new  and  very  simple  pike  gag,  the 
best,  simple,  and  cheap  affair  of  the  kind  which  we 
have  seen.    It  is  nickel  plated,  strong,  and  can  be 


used  for  fish  of  201b.  or  more,  as  well  as  for  small 
fish.  It  can  be  carried  in  the  bag  as  the  points  can 
be  turned  over,  so  that  they  are  quite  protected. 
Messrs.  AUcock  are  always  giving  the  angling  world 
some  useful  novelty. 


Prizes  offered  for  German  Songs  in  Praise 
OF  Angling. 

An  interesting  prize  competition  is  announced  by 
the  Deutscher  Anglerbund  (German  Anglers'  Union), 
an  organisation  of  anglers  throughout  Germany,  in 
the  last  number  of  its  organ,  Deutsche  Anglerzeitung. 
The  union  offers  three  cash  prizes  of  100,  50,  and  20 
marks  for  the  three  best  songs,  either  grave  or  gay, 
in  praise  of  angling,  and  which  describe  the  art 
either  attractively  or  comically.  The  period  for 
sending  in  the  songs  expires  on  Feb.  15,  1903. 
Friedrich  Spielhagen,  Johannes  Trojan,  Dr.  Fritz 
Skowronneck,  Chief-editor  Adolf  Schulzeand,  and 
Painter-Professor  Hans  Fechner  will  act  as  judgps. 
Full  particulars  may  be  obtained  on  prepaid 
application  to  tho  Geschiiftsstelle  des  Deutschen 
Anglerbundes,  Hallesches  Ufer,  3t).  Berlin,  S.W.  11, 
which  will  also  gladly  furnish  other  information. 
The  competition  is  open  to  everyone,  and  is  not 
confined  to  members  of  the  union.  The  award  of 
the  judges  will  appear  in  the  number  of  the  Deutsche 
Anglerzeitung  to  be  published  April  10,  1903. 

"  Thames  Fishery  Conservators."- 
I  recommend  all  interested  in  fishing  in  the 
Thames  to  read  the  article  on  "  Thames  Fishery 
Conservators"  from  the  Field  of  Jan.  27.  which 
will  be  found  on  page  74.  All  anglers  will  agree 
with  the  suggestion  that  angUng  interests  ought  to 
be  represented  on  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board. 


it  GUDDLING      FOR  TkOUT— ThE  NeW  AcT  IN 

Scotland. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  an  attempt  to  prove  that 
J.och  Leven  trout  are  not  protected  by  the  Fresh 
Water  Fish  (Scotland)  Act  of  1902  has  failed.  Mr 
G.  W.  Burns,  of  Burnley,  kindly  sends  ine  an 
account  of  an  interesting  case  reported  in  the 
reoples  Journal  for  Jan.  24  :  — 

"At  Dunfermline   Sheriff  Court  on  Saturday 
(Jan.  17),  David  Morris,  miner,  David  Fraser  pit 
bottomer,  John  Hunter,  miner,  and  William  James 
J-iauldle,  mmer,  were  convicted  of  a  contravention 
ot  the  Fresh  Water  Fish  (Scotland)  Act,  1902  by 
illegally  fishmg  for  or  taking  or  aiding  and  abetting 
each  other  in  fishing  for  or  taking  common  trout 
by  hand   by  the  method   commonly  known  as 
'  guddlmg '  m  the  Dour  Burn,  parish  of  Aberdour, 
where  it  flows  into  the  Burntisland  reservoir.  The 
defence  was  a   simple  denial.    Andrew  Stewart 
water  superintendent,  said  the  burn  was  filled  at 
present  with  Loch  Leven  trout  heavy  in  spawn 
People  'guddled '  in  the  burn  up  to  the  passing  of 
the  new  Act,  but  on  Dec.  31,  when  he  heard  some 
men  had  been  at  the  practice,  he  made  an  examina- 
tion, and  found  a  half-pound  trout  not  spawned 
lying  on  the  bank.     Several  witnesses  spoke  to 
seeing  accused  at  the  burn,  and  to  their  having 
endeavoured  to  hide  the  fish  in  a  quarry  Mr 
John  Fenton,  soHcitor,  Dunfermline,  who  defended 
accused,  held,  in  the  case  of  Morris  and  Fraser  that 
most  of  the  trout  in  the  reservoir  and  Dour  Burn 
having  been  proved  to  be  Loch  Leven  trout  (Salmo 
levensis)--&  species  quite  distinct  from  common 
trout— the  prosecutor  had  failed  to  prove  that  Morris 
or  Fraser  had  fished  for  or  taken  common  trout 
(balmo  jario).    In  the  case  of  Hunter  and  Bauldie 
he  maintained  that  the  same  argument  applied 
and  he  also  pointed  out  that  only  one  witness- 
Cameron— had  spoken  to  seeing  accused  '  guddling  ' 
and  that  nobody  had  seen  them  in  possession  of 
any  fish.    He  held  th  at  the  evidence  of  one  witness 
was  insufficient.     Sheriff   Ciillespie  said   on  the 
evidence  he  had  to  convict,  and  fined  each  ]0s  or 
two  days'  imprisonment.    In  the  course  of  the 
protracted  evidence  it  was  stated  that  the  trout 
were  taken  for  their  roe,  which  was  cured  and  sold 
to  rod  fishermen  at  the  rate  of  Gs.  per  pound 
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must  have  imagined  the  scene,  as  no  angler  would 
have  attempted  to  hand-line  a  fish  over  the  stones 
shown  in  the  picture  when  it  could  have  been 
drawn  in  to  the  angler's  feet  with  the  rod  in  a  place 
where  no  stones  are  shown.  Why  Lord  G.  Gordon 
did  not  play  the  fish  out  and  then  wade  in  and  tail  it 
I  do  not  understand.  I  see  he  agrees  with  what  I 
said,  over  twenty  years  ago,  was  the  probable 
reason  for  non-success  with  salmon  in  New  Zealand 
namely,  that  the  smolts  are  devoured  by  the 
voracious  fish  which  teem  in  the  New  Zealand 

R.  B.  Marston. 
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AKTIFICIAL     PEOPAGATION  OP 
SALMON  IN   SCOTLAND  AND 
EEPOETS   FROM  THE 
HATCHERIES. 


Matthew  Arnold  as  Angler, 
The  Yorkshire  Post  says :  — 

"A  note  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  bv  Mr 
Marston,  reminds  us  that  Matthew  Arnold,  like  John 
Bright,  was  a  born  fisherman;  that  is  to  say  the 
fascination  of  rod  and  river-side  never  died  in  him 
teathlr^   ^''""^    ^^^'"^'^   ^^^^   "^"^^  disagreeable 
"  In  Arnold's  letters  there  are  a  few  scattered 
references  to  his  enjoyment  of  fishing  and  shooting 
Fishing,  he  wrote  on  one  occasion,  '  is  a  distraction 
of  the  first  order.'    And  again,  in  a  letter  to  his 
mother,    I  was  at  Wotton  yesterday,  and  cauabt 
two  trout  of  Jib.,  three  trout  of  fib.,  one  of  Ulh 
and  one  of  2|lb.    That  is  good  fishing.'    But  for 
shooting  Arnold  was  never  intended,  and  he  was 
wont  to  make  fun   of  his  failures.     Sir  JameS 
Shuttleworth  once   invited   him  to   the  ^rouse- 
shooting  at  Pennygant,  in  Yorkshire,  and  in  relating 
the  incident  to  his  brother,  the  Rev.  E  P  Arnold 
he  said:  '  As  I  am  very  fond  of  YoAshire,  and 
have  a  distinct  understanding  I  can  shoot  as  badly 
as  I  like,  I  shall  probably  go.' 

Sea  Fishing  in  the  Scilly  Isles. 
Some  useful  notes  on  sea  fishing  in  the  Scilly  Isles 
(  n  which  the  sport  Dr.  Ladell,  of  the  Gresham 
Society,  had  there  is  referred  to)  will  be  founi  S 
'  Lyonesse:  the  Homeland  Handbook  for  the  Isles 
of  Scilly,    by  J.  C.  Tonkin  and  Prescott  Row  and 

Sociation''       ""T^  1'  ""P^r 

association,  24,  Bride-lane,  Fleet-street,  and  bv 

J.  C.  Tonkm  and  Son,  St.  Mary's,  Isles  of  Scillv 
a  most  interesting  and  well  illustrated  little  guide' 
which  tells  us  that  July,  August,  and  Septembe; 
are  the  best  months  for  fishing  round  these  roX 
wreck-strewn  coasts.  '"CKy, 


"Sports  of  the  World,"  Part  7 
This  is  another  most  attractive  part  'of  Mr 
Aflalo  s  fane  work,  published  by  Messrs.  Cassel V 
There  is  a  short  article  entitled  "New  Zealn  d 
Trout  Streams  and  Lakes"  bv  Tr.r^  rv  11 
Gordon  with  some  illustrations^  ^Z\tZTZ 
author  trying  to  pull  a  ten  or  twelve-pound  trout 
in,  over  stones  in  the  shaUow  water,  bit  the  aifet 


In  Scotland  there  are  twenty- two  hatcheries  for 
the  rearing  of  salmon  by  artificial  means.  Of  these 
four  are  run  purely  for  commercial  enterprise  and 
need  not  be  alluded  to  here,  further  than  that  many 
thousands  of  the  ova  (trout  and  salmon)  find  their 
way  from  these  centres  to  many  lochs  and  rivers  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  so  in  a  sense  they  other 
wise  supply  the  place  of  regularly  equipped  estab 
hshments  on  the  spot. 

In  1900  some  3^  milUon  ova  were  artificially 

Von^nnn  u"*^  ^''^^'^  '^^^  respective  rivers, 
190,000  of  these  only  being  reared  as  fry.  Last 
year  the  results  were  somewhat  similar,  although 
slightly  on  the  mcrease,  and  especially  in  regard  to 
the  rearing  of  fry.  From  information  to  hand 
kindly  furnished  by  those  in  charge  of  the  principal 
establishments,  there  are  presently  on  the  grills  in 
the  various  hatcheries  some  4i  million  ova,  or  within 
a  few  thousands  of  the  full  capacity  of  each  This 
with  regard  to  pubhc  or  semi-public  establishments 
and  not  reckoning  tliose  run  for  commercial 
purposes. 

Mr.  Frank  Swan,  writing  from  the  salmon 
hatchery,  Cornhill-on-Tweed,  says  :  "  We  have  at 
^A^nnn'^.  ^^^^  hatchery.    Of  these, 

30,000  have  been  taken  from  grilse.  For  8  days' 
netting  I  got  31  female  grilse  and  20  male  grilse, 
13  female  salmon  and  10  male  salmon.  These  we 
keep  confined  in  crates  till  ready  to  spawn  and  then 
strip  them  Males  are  much  more  plentiful  than 
temales.  The  spawning  season  on  the  Tweed  has 
been  a  good  one,  although  I  fear  the  floods  have 
done  a  deal  of  harm  to  the  spawning  beds." 

Mr.  Robert  Robertson,  writing  from  Dupplin 
M^'J^'T®  ^^^^  '^^^'O'^O  eggs  in  the  hatchery: 
iNo  ditticulty  was  experienced  in  getting  it  filled 
this  season.  The  conditions  for  natural  spawning 
on  the  Tay  have  not  been  of  the  best:  too  much 
spate. 

^'^e. Upper  Dee  Mr.  George  Duncan  had  no 
difficulty  in  securing  over  one  million  ova,  which 
m  the  Drum  Hatchery  belonging  to  the  Dee  Fishery 
Board  are  now  eyed  beautifully,  and  are  doing 
exceedingly  well.  There  is  a  rearing  pond  attached! 
and  the  alevins  are  turned  into  it  in  the  first 
instance,  and  then  thinned  out  as  they  grow  and 
transported  to  the  middle  and  upper  reaches  Mr 
Duncan  is  one  of  the  most  successful  pisciculturists 
of  the  times  in  the  service  of  public  boards,  and 
many  of  his  men  are  now  in  charge  of  hatcheries 
in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom-no  tably  at  Kyle 
of  Sutherland  and  Skibbo  Castle-and  his  expenses 
in  turning  in  fry  into  the  Dee  never  exceed  Is.  per 
hundred ! 

On  the  Ytham,  at  Ellon,  Mr.  Rae  has  charge  of 
nrfrf^  hatchery,  and  has  on  the  grills  some 
70,000  eggs  On  the  Ugie,  Colonel  Ferguson's 
hatchery  is  being  stocked  for  the  first  time  after 
bemg  destroyed  a  year  ago  by  excessive  floods. 
Some  80,000  sea-trout  and  salmon  ova  are  annually 
hatched  out,  sea-trout,  of  course,  predominating. 
Ihese  three  hatcheries,  and  another  in  Fish-street 
Aberdeen,  belonging  to  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Co' 
and  managed  by  Mr.  Wm.  Walker,  turning  down 
60,000  to  80,000  eggs,  are  all  in  Aberdelnshire, 
making  four  for  this  corner  alone. 

Mn  Tom  Rae,  writing  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon's  hatchery.  Fochabers  :  "  We  expect  to 
put  down  in  all  a  total  of  1,000,000  ova,  but  our 
stock  IS  not  yet  completed.  Plenty  of  fish  in  the 
lower  waters.  The  spawning  season  (natural)  has 
been  a  very  good  one." 

Some  very  interesting  notes  from  those  in  char'^e 
Of  the  respective  hatcheries  usually  accompany  the 


figures.  One  of  these  from  Sutherland  says  •  "  We 
have  500,000  on  glass  grills  in  one  hatchery,  and 

another  with  80,000  on  gravel  at  ;  also  30  000 

in  the  private  hatchery.  Plenty  of  fish  on  the  beds 
this  year.  We  do  not  strip  our  fish  at  the  spawn- 
ing bed,  but  about  the  end  of  September  we  net 
the  fish  and  cart  them  to  the  breeding  ponds 
made  by  damming  a  burn  near  the  hatchery 
ihe  hen-fish  are  in  one  pond  and  the  cock-fish  in 
another,  200  yards  below  them.  The  fish  are  kept 
there  till  ready  for  stripping.  When  stripped  they 
are  let  off  into  the  burn  below  the  ponds,  and  then 
they  can  gradually  work  back  to  the  river.  We 
are  the  only  ones  in  the  north  who  have  carried 
out  this  plan,  but  our  neighbours  and  others  from 
a  distance  are  adopting  it.  I  had  ninety  salmon  in 
the  ponds  for  about  five  weeks  before  they  were 
ripe  for  stripping.  It  is  the  only  safe  way  of  getting 
ova.  My  eggs  all  eyed  in  exactly  forty-five  days, 
but  I  use  nothing  but  pure  spring  water." 

From  Brawl  Castle,  Thurso.  Mr.  J.  Haig.  the 
manager  of  the  salmon  fisheries,  writes :  "  We  have 
300.000  beautifully  eyed  ova'  on  the  grills.  Had  a 
good  stock  of  spawners,  and  a  good  season  all 
over."  This  is  50,000  above  what  was  reared  in 
1901  and  1902. 

The  other  hatcheries  are  the  hatchery  at  Beauly 
where  Mr.  A.  McRae  says  he  has  190,000  eggs  this 
season,  being  double  the  quantity  obtained  last 
year,  although  his  boxes  can  carry  some  300,000 
altogether. 

At  Conon  Bridge  "  the  operations  of  netting  for 
gravid  fish  were  much  interrupted  by  floods  and 
the  nature  of  the  river,  which  is  not  easily  netted," 
but  630,000  ova  are  usually  laid  down.  Of  the  other 
hatcheries  not  already  mentioned  the  principal  one 
IS  at  Torish,  on  the  Helmsdale,  rearing  600  000  • 
Forss,  at  Forss  House,  150,000;  Forss  Sandside' 
200,000;  theLochy,  100,000;  Lussa  and  Dee,  on 
Sol  way,  which  has  not  been  stocked  this  year.  ' 

The  Duchess  of  Sutherland  is  presently  estab- 
lishing a  Technical  College  at  Golspie.    The  plans 
have  been  settled,  a  scheme  drawn  up,  and  Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh  has  given  it  his  approval. 
The  buildings  are  to  cost  £10,000,  which  sum  has 
been  handsomely  contributed  by  the  Duke  and  Mr. 
Andrew  Carnegie  between  them.    Fifty  youths  are 
to  be  taught  (free)  the  handicrafts  pecuHar  to  high- 
land industries  (receiving  bursaries  of  £30  a  year 
for  maintenance).    Agriculture  is  to  form  one  of 
the  chief  features  of  the  educational  scheme.  Why 
not  ^'Ja^mo-culture  as  well  ?    Without  grouse  deer, 
and  salmon  what  would  the  highlands  of  Scotland 
be  ?    May  we  whisper  a  word  in  Her  Grace's  ear  ? 
The  Duke  has  facilities  for  observation  and  technical 
education  in  salmon  and  trout  culture  as  no  other 
peer  in  the  land  possesses.    The  subject  is  rich  in 
possibilities.    Is  there  one  more  so  ?  and  the  high- 
lands of  Inverness,  Ross,  Cromarty,  Sutherland, 
and  Caithness  is  the  richest  field  to  work  on,  and 
the  youths  from  these  counties  the  very  men  to 
make  the  most  of  such  a  subject.    Might  she  not 
include  salmon  culture  and  observation   in  her 
scheme,  and  thus  take  a  step  in  advance  of  any 
technical  college  in  the  kingdom  ?  G.  M. 

[This  is  interesting  information,  but  what  we 
should  like  wojld  be  to  see  authentic  information 
showing  where  there  is  no  doubt  improvement  in 
the  catch  of  salmon  which  can  be  attributed  to 
artificial  stocking  in  Scotland.— Ed.] 


THAMES  FISHERY  CONSERVATOES. 


Important  changes  are  likely  to  take  place  this 
year  in  the  management  of  the  Thames.  The 
Government  have  formally  announced  the  pre- 
paration of  a  measure  creating  a  new  authority  to 
govern  the  tideway  and  what  is  termed  the  Port  of 
London.  It  follows,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
the  Thames  Conservancy,  which  at  present  has 
among  its  members  representatives  of  dock  owners, 
ship  owners,  and  many  others  interested  only  in 
the  river  below  London,  will  be  reorganised.  The 
opportunity  seems  a  suitable  one  for  conferring  on 
the  new  conservators  some  of  those  powers  and 
duties  which  are  exercised  by  fishery  conservators 
on  most  of  the  important  rivers  in  the  kingdom. 
It  has  been  one  of  the  most  singular  facts  respecting 
the  government  of  the  Thames  hitherto  that  fishery 
management  has  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  least 
important  of  the  conservator's  duties,  both  by 
Parliament  and  the  Board,  such  matters  being 
practically  left  in  the  hands  of  eight  associations, 
most  of  which  have  for  many  years  obtained  raoney 
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from  voluntary  subscribers,  and  have  not  only 
enforced  the  fishery  bye-laws  but  have  stocked  the 
river  with  trout  and  other  fish.  So  successful  has 
the  trout  stocking  been  that,  notwithstanding  the 
large  increase  of  Thames  anglers,  the  river  is  now 
recognised  as  yielding  far  better  trout  fishing  than 
it  has  done  at  any  time  within  living  memory. 

"  In  1895  a  careful  calculation  was  made  of  the 
total  sum  expended  by  the  eight  associations  on 
Thames  fishery  preservation,  and  it  was  found  to 
amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of — in  round  figures 
—£29,000.  Since  that  date  about  £3000  has  been 
spent,  making  the  very  respectable  total  of  £32,000. 
To  this  the  Thames  conservators  have  contributed 
nothing,  if  we  except  the  cost  of  an  occasional 
prosecution,  their  principal  outlay  being  on  locks, 
weirs,  officials'  salaries,  and  the  cost  of  proceedings 
against  persons  polluting  the  river  and  driving 
steam  launches  recklessly.  It  is,  perhaps,  unfor- 
tunate that  the  Thames  Conservancy  have  not 
dealt  to  any  extent  with  fishery  questions.  As  a 
general  rule,  in  the  making  of  bye-laws  they  have 
wisely  accepted  the  advice  tendered  them  by  the 
experts  of  the  eight  fishery  preservation  societies. 
The  only  occasion  on  which  we  remember  their 
taking  action  without  this  advice  and  assistance 
resulted  in  a  bye-law  being  proposed  which,  had  it 
not  been  withdrawn,  would  have  enabled  every 
miller,  hotel  keeper,  and  villa  owner  hving  on  the 
side  of  the  water,  or  other  person  claiming  a  fishery, 
to  clear  the  Thames  of  fish  with  absolutely  any 
kind  or  size  of  net  he  chose  to  use.  After  a  very 
serious  agitation,  in  which  the  London  press,  the 
town  councils  of  the  riparian  towns,  and  several  of 
tlie  riparian  county  councils  took  part,  one  and  all 
supporting  the  angling  societies  in  their  opposition, 
the  objectionable  bye-law  was  withdrawn. 

■'It  is  very  evident  from  the  foregoing  con- 
siderations that  the  presence  of  one  or  more  men 
who  may  be  considered  from  long  experience 
experts  in  Thames  fishery  preservation,  and  who 
are  also  experienced  anglers,  is  desirable  on  the 
Board.  They  would  represent  the  eight  associa- 
tions who  are  doing  such  excellent  work  in  the 
interests  of  not  only  the  angling  public,  but  also 
the  owners  of  fisheries,  and  would  give  the  Board 
the  considerable  benefit  of  their  advice  whenever 
.  fishery  questions  come  under  consideration.  The 
presence  of  such  representative  members  on  the 
Board  would  work  for  nothing  but  good.  They 
would,  for  instance,  be  able  to  advise  the  Board 
how  to  best  avoid  injuring  the  fisheries  when  new 
navigation  works  were  about  to  be  carried  out ; 
they  would  bring  the  eight  fishery  preservation 
associations  in  much  closer  touch  with  the  con- 
servators than  they  are  at  present,  and  their 
services  would  be  of  value  when  the  prosecution  of 
I  persons  charged  with  illegal  practices  under  the 
Fishery  Bye-laws  were  under  consideration.  Their 
presence  on  the  Board  would  do  much  to  dispel 
I  the  feeling  which  exists  among  Thames  anglers 
j  that  fishery  interests  do  not  receive  due  considera- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  conservators.    The  owners 

!;  of  private  fisheries  would,  we  feel  sure,  welcome 
the  presence  of  such  members  on  the  Board  of 
Conservators,  for  whatever  tends  to  the  advantage 
I  of  the  Thames  fisheries,  of  course,  is  also  to  the 
advantage  of  those  who  own  them.  Though  so 
far  the  Thames  salmon  has  not  made  its  appear- 
ance, there  is,  of  course,  still  a  possibihty  of  salmon 
once  more  being  found  in  the  river.  The  agitation 
in  favour  of  better  river  pollution  prevention,  more 
particularly  in  estuaries,  which  is  one  of  the  out- 
comes of  the  Emsworth  oyster  scandal,  combined 
with  the  probable  deepening  of  the  lower  river 
channels  by  the  proposed  Port  of  London  authority, 
certainly  render  the  ascent  of  salmon  more  probable 
than  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  With  the  Thames  a 
salmon  river  it  is  obvious  that  the  need  of  expert 
advice  on  the  Board  of  Conservators  would  be 
^  considerably  increased. 

.  _  "How  to  get  the  right  men  is,  of  course,  an 
important  consideration.  There  are  three  bodies 
in  particular  who  might  nominate  them— the  Board 
of  Trade,  the  owners  of  Thames  fisheries,  and  the 

,  eight  Thames  fishery  preservation  associations  which 
we  have  alluded  to.  While  the  claim  of  the  owners 
of  fisheries  to  be  represented  on  the  Board  is  very 
great,  and  should,  we  think,  receive  attention,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  in  the  interests  of  the  fisheries 
themselves  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  nomina- 
tion of  fishery  conservators  to  the  fishery  associa- 
tions. The  committees  of  these  bodies  would  be 
much  more  Hkely  to  appoint  men  well  versed  in 
Thames  angling  and  fishery  preservation  than  either 


the  Board  of  Trade  or  the  owners  of  fisheries.  With 
regard  to  these  latter,  there  would,  of  course,  be  the 
difficulty  in  saying  who  were  the  owners,  as  fishery 
rights  are  so  often  divorced  from  the  ownership  of 
the  banks,  and,  with  possibly  a  trifling  exception, 
none  exist  below  Staines.  The  fishery  conservators 
should,  of  course,  be  men  of  experience,  and  even 
were  the  nomination  left  with  the  Harbour  Depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  now  attends  to 
fishery  matters  generally,  we  have  no  doubt  that 
the  Board  would  call  upon  one  or  more  of  those 
gentlemen  who  have  for  years  been  working  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Thames  fisheries.  If  the  number 
of  fishery  conservators  was  hmited  to  two,  and  that 
number  would,  we  think,  be  somewhat  small,  having 
regard  to  the  importance  of  the  Thames  as  an  angling 
resort,  it  would  be  a  simple  matter  to  divide  the 
river  between  London  and  Oxford  into  two  equal 
parts,  and  let  the  committees  of  the  associations  in 
each  part  meet  and  select  their  representatives  by 
ballot.  Their  selection  could,  if  it  was  thought 
desirable,  be  made  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Tr&de."— Field. 


TKOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STREAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  CuTCLiFFE,  F.R.C.S. 


{Continued  from  page  43.) 
CHAPTER  IV  .—continued. 
Well,  now,  how  should  we  tie  the  fly  ?  Many 
receipts  are  given,  many  tie  them  in  different 
ways,  and  it  matters  very  little  how  we  proceed, 
so  that  we  make  a  fly  of  proper  colour,  size,  and 
sufficient  strength  to  resist  the  wear  and  tear  it 
will  be  subjected  to  in  the  mouth  of  the  sharp- 
toothed  trout,  and  so  sphced  to  the  gut  that  it 
will  never  slip.  Much  has  been  written  about 
making  the  fly  so  like  what  is  natural  that  a  cat 
will  be  as  easily  deceived  by  the  imitation  as  the 
trout  we  desire  to  catch,  about  small  bodies  and 
small  heads ;  this  is  all  very  well,  perhaps  in 
some  measure  true,  where  we  have  to  rely  on  our 
fly  solely  as  an  imitation  of  the  natural  insect,  as 
in  slow  rivers,  but  this  does  not  hold  good  on 
rapid  streams.  I  object  to  the  winged  fly  on 
rapid  streams,  because  the  wings  are  so  soon 
washed  down  upon  the  shank  of  the  hook,  and 
therefore  lose  the  appearance  which  they  have 
wheri  dry,  and  because  they  are  so  soon  worn  out ; 
and  in  themselves,  even  supposing  they  did  in  the 
water  look  precisely  as  they  do  out,  they  are  not 
one  jot  superior  in  their  "power  of  exciting  the 
trout  to  the  simple  hackle  fly.  Upon  broad 
streams  and  quiet  water,  I  often  use  them,  but 
even  here  I  cannot  assert,  from  experience,  their 
superiority  ;  there  are,  however,  just  a  few  periods 
in  the  year  when  they  may  beneficially  be  employed. 
In  March,  when  the  trout  are  universally  feeding 
on  the  March  Brown  Fly.  I  generally  keep  one,  if 
I  am  on  a  broad  stream,  on  my  collar.  Towards 
the  end  of  April  and  in  May,  the  class  of  flies 
known  as  the  Blue  Duns  are  best  imitated  by  a 
wing  fly,  and  these  are  the  only  flies  I  have  ever 
been  pleased  with  when  made  with  a  wing.  The 
directions  I  am  about  to  give  for  making  flies  are 
very  simple  and  short,  and  I  shall  only  say  just 
so  much  as  I  have  myself  found  from  experience 
to  be  correct ;  and  if  I  am  too  hmited  in  my 
descriptions,  the  reason  is  that  I  do  not  wish  to 
Umit  by  rules  the  beginner,  but  after  explaining 
the  path  I  have  taken,  induce  him  to  take  his  own 
steps  in  such  a  way  as  he  may  suppose  as  good  or 
better. 

The  grand  point  in  making  flies  is  to  have  every 
part  of  the  correct  shade  ;  it  is  not  that  all  the  fly, 
the  body  and  hackle,  should  be  precisely  the  same 
colour,  but  there  must  be  a  harmonious  blending 
of  tints  and  shading  of  colour ;  and  in  choice 
of  our  feathers  we  should  strive  to  heighten  the 
tones  of  shading  above  the  fur  of  the  body  as 
much  as  possible,  keeping  within  the  limits  of 
general  harmony,  and  carefully  avoiding  anything 
approaching  a  contrast  of  colours  ;  there  should 
be  a  richness,  brilliancy,  and  variation  in  the 
aspect  of  our  fly,  so  that  when  immersed  in  water 
vivid  shades  may  spangle  amongst  duller  hues. 


♦  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams:  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
'ane,  London.    Price,  Ss.  6d.,  post  free. 


I  find  it  impossible  to  convey  by  language  to  the 
nund  of  the  reader  the  different  coloiirs,  shades, 
and  tints  of  hackles ;  it  will  be  more   easy  to 
speak  of  some  particular  fur,  whose  ai)pearance8 
we  are  familiar  with,  and  then  simj)ly  state  that  a 
hackle  must  be  found  to  match  it,  by  which  we 
mean  one  whose  shades  and  tints  harmonise  with 
the  dififorent  coIr)urs  of  the  fur-  a  good  test  for 
which  is  to  place  the  hackle  upon  the  fur  we  are 
going  to  use  and  then  observe  carefully  if  our 
feather  heightens  in  tone  the  shading  of  the  natural 
fur.    This  is  not  the  way  I  make  flies  myself  ; 
usually  I  select  a  good  biilliant  hackle,  which  I 
know  is  nearly  allied  to  the  fur  I  am  about  to  use, 
and  then,  if  I  find  the  fur  deficient  in  any  of  the 
shades  which  the  feather  possesses,  I  mix  some 
other  fur  which  has  the  desired  shade,  in  con- 
spicuity  above  all  other  shades.  For  example,  I  am 
about  to  tie  a  fly  with  the  hare's  flax— I  select 
what  I  should  call  a  killing  hackle,  a  superbly 
attractive  one,  and  then  turn  to  my  hare's  flax  ; 
now,  if  I  find  the  hackle  has  a  reddish  tinge  in 
excess  above  the  flax,  I  take  a  little  cow's  hair 
(if  that  agrees  with  the  red  shade  on  the  feather), 
and  mixing  that  with  the  flax  in  due  proportion, 
comparing   my  flax    and  feather  frequently,  I  at 
last  arrive  at  the  precise  harmony  of  shading  I 
desire,  and  then  tie  my  fly.    Sometimes  a  yellow  or 
golden  tinge  is  excessive  in  the  feather  ;   I  then 
add  some  hare's  flax  which  has  been  dyed  yellow 
to  the  natural  fur,  and  so  obtain  my  proper 
colours.     The  greatest  care  must  be  paid  to  this 
assortment  of  colours ;  and  though  I  speak  of 
using  a  particular  fur  for  a  body  and  hackle  to 
match  it.  the  best  rule  in  practice  is  to  make  the 
fur  match  the  hackle — it  is  far  better  to  be  guided 
by  this  rule  in  tying  flies  than  to  copy  the  pre- 
scribed receipts  for  making  a  body,   and  then 
trust  to  the  indefinite  terms  of  a  blue  or  brown 
hackle  for  legs  and  wings  ;    and  though  it  may 
appear  we  are  not  adhering  so  closely  in  our 
general  rule  to  the  imitation  of  nature,  depend  on 
it,  if  we  have  brilhancy  of  colour  to  stimulate  the 
trout,  and  harmony  of  shades,  in  copy  of  nature, 
we  shall,  for  rapid  stream  fishing,  find  our  fly  of 
the  greatest  practical  utility. 

We  now  are  thinking  about  fishing,  and  it 
is  the  month  of  February;  the  weather  is  mild 
for  the  season,  the  water  in  the  small  brooks  is 
swollen  in  size,  and  the  colour  of  it  is  translucent ; 
we  can  see  the  light  shining  through  it,  and  in  so 
doing  it  displays  mud,  etc.,  setthng  ;  it  looks  as 
if  the  smaller  particles  of  the  mud  had  first  de- 
posited and  left  the  larger  ones  to  give  it  a  colour, 
but  not  deprive  it  of  its  translucency.  We  have 
seen  that  it  is  better  to  fish  on  a  large  or  quiet, 
rather  than  a  small  and  rapid,  stream  at  this  season, 
and  therefore  we  will  turn  our  attention  to  pre- 
paring to  fish  on  the  gently-flowing  river,  of 
moderate  breadth,  say,  for  example,  thirty  or  forty 
feet  broad  in  its  wider  portions,  and  we  will  select 
as  our  part  for  trial  that  which  is  quiet,  moderately 
deep,  and  has  not  a  very  violently-rushing  current"; 
some  part  where  the  water  flows  along  between 
its  opposite  banks  of  uniform  appearance,  shghtly 
varied  on  the  surface,  'tis  true,  by  gentle  undula- 
tions, but  not  disturbed  by  waves  or  frisking 
eddies ;  where  the  whole  current  ti-ips  along 
evenly,  buoyantly,  and  quietly,  its  whole  breadth 
presenting  much  the  same  aspect  and  depth 
nearly  throughout,  and  this  equality,  of  course, 
continuing  for  a  hundred  yards  or  so,  and  then 
perhaps  gently  subsiding  into  still  water,  or  water 
whose  passage  is  so^undisturbed  by  impediments 
and  declension  as  to  deceive  the  eye  into  a  con- 
ception of  stillness.  The  wand  is  not  boisterous 
and  we  expect  a  calm  day,  and  now  we  turn  out 
our  box  of  materials  and  are  going  to  tie  some 
flies,  for  we  have  few  in  our  book.  Well,  then, 
we  will,  if  you  please,  make  a  brown  fly,  a  blue, 
and  a  red  fly — and  first  the  brown  ;  turn  to  j'our 
fox's  fur  and  pull  out  some  from  the  back,  turn 
to  your  darkest  squirrel  fur  and  pull  out  an  equal 
quantity  from  the  back  also,  and  mix  them  with 
your  fingers  well  together.  Now  take  your 
hackles  and  find  one  that  precisely  coincides  in 
colour  with  the  mixture  you  have  made,  see  that 
it  be  not  too  dark  or  too  hght,  let  it  be  rich  in 
shades  and  bright  in  lustre,  but  not  differing  from 
the  fur  before  you. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Ajiericax  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  varions 
departiuent-s  of  literatiue  can  be  liad  of  Sampson  Low,  llaretou 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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THE  EUNAWAY  KNOCK. 

"  What  do  trout  do  when  they  '  come  short '  ?  " 
I  once  asked  of  a  philosophical  friend  after  missing 
the  lifth  fish  in  succession. 

"  Make  you  swear,"  he  promptly  and  cheerfully 
answered,  which  reply  may  have  been  characterised 
more  by  general  truth  than  scientific  illumination. 

"We  know  nowt  abaht  trout — nowt  abaht  'em  !  " 
once  observed  to  me  a  septuagenarian  Yorkshire 
angler,  now  gone  to  his  rest,  who  had  killed  more 
fish  than  any  half-a-dozen  ordinary  anglers  of  the 
present  generation  are  hkely  to  kill  together.  And 
another  Wharfedale  veteran,  with  whom  I  was 
fishing  up  a  well-stocked  length,  he  taking  one  side 
the  river.  I  the  other,  turned  to  me  in  comic  despair 
after  casting  incessantly  and  fruitlessly  for  half-an- 
hour,  and  murmured  pathetically,  "  I'll  tell  you 
what  it  is  :  trout  are  like  women  ;  you  can  always 
get  'em  to  do  what  they've  a  mind  to  do." 

The  trout  is  an  enigma — "enigma"  did  I  say? 
He's  a  complete  puzzle  competition  built  on  the 
principle  of  the  ancient  Hydra,  so  that  no  sooner 
do  you  solve  one  problem  than  two  more  spring  up 
in  place  of  it,  and  it  really  seems  as  though  our 
extended  knowledge  of  the  ways  and  impulses  of 
trout  are  but  the  fuller  realisation  of  our  ignorance 
of  the  subject.  Put  it  in  another  way :  the  more 
we  know  of  the  trout,  the  more  we  know  how  much 
we  don't  know  of  him.  Somewhere  in  the  depths 
of  this  vast  unknown  lies,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
the  explanation  of  the  phenomenon  of  the  "short- 
comings "  of  the  Artful  Dodger  of  the  river. 

That  short-coming  trout  bothers  me.  He  bothers 
all  of  us  who  are  fiy-fishers— practically  or  theo- 
retically. He  plays  to  exasperating  perfection  the 
rule  of  the  mischievous  gutter-imp  who  gives  a  run- 
away knock  and  bolts  round  the  nearest  corner  out 
of  the  way  of  consequent  disaster,  and  I  want  to 
know  how  he  does  it.  In  "  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  Mr. 
F.  M.  Halford  has,  with  diligent  thought  and  much 
sweet  reasonableness,  gone  into  the  question  of 
short-rising  trout  more  fully  than  any  angling  author 
I  can  call  to  mind,  yet  even  his  theories  are  un- 
satisfying to  the  north  country  wet-fly  fisher, 
although  there  may  be  nothing  to  controvert  them 
m  the  experience  of  the  upstream  dry-fly  angler. 
Briefly,  Mr.  Halford's  explanations  are  that  the 
fish  snap  at  the  fly,  and  spit  it  out  almost  as  soon 
as  they  touch  it,  or  that,  after  having  impelled  itself 
towards  the  fly,  it  becomes  suspicious  and  turns 
short  to  one  side  to  avoid  it,  or  resolutely  closes  its 
mouth  and  butts  it ;  and  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  echoes 
these  theories  in  his  recent  charming  book,  "  Fishing 
and  Shooting." 

But  in  wet-fly  fishing  across  and  down  a  big 
north  country  river,  a  man  may  fish  for  a  whole 
day,  catching  or  missing  trout,  without  ever  seeing 
a  fish  until  he  has  hooked  it.  His  flies  are  sunk  in 
the  current,  and  the  only  indication  that  a  trout  is 
fooling  round  tLem  is  a  sharp  tug  at  the  hne.  For 
hours  he  may  feel  tug  after  tug,  each  of  itself 
apparently  strong  enough  to  hook  a  fish,  and  yet  at 
every  attempt,  strike  he  soon  or  strike  he  late,  the 
fly  comes  empty  away. 

"They  are  na'  biting;  they're  just  smelUng," 
remarked  an  ancient  gillie  to  me  once.  But  surely 
a  fish  could  not  give  such  a  distinct  tug  without 
actually  gripping  the  fly  or  some  portion  of  it,  and 
how  can  he  grip  and  tug  at  a  tiny  fly  so  persistently 
and  still  evade  the  point  of  the  joke  ?  I  don't  know. 
One  ingenious  theorist,  who  had  spent  most  of  his 
nights  and  days  by  the  river  side,  and  who  is  now 
the  manager  of  one  of  our  largest  piscicultural  estab- 
lishments, confided  to  me  his  opinion  that  even  at 
the  mopent  of  the  tug  the  fly  is  not  in  actual  con- 
tact with  the  fish,  but  is  involved  in  a  sort  of 
subaqueous  maelstrom  created  by  the  powerful 
suction  of  the  trout  in  drawing  his  floating  food 
towards  his  mouth,  the  short-coming  trout  detecting 
the  deception  and  shutting  his  mouth,  thus  turning 
off  the  maelstrom  at  the  metre,  so  to  speak,  before 
the  fly  reaches  his  hps.  This  theory  seemed  to  me 
more  ingenious  than  convincing. 

But  suddenly,  if  the  angler  be  lucky,  without  any 
apparent  change  in  the  conditions  of  air,  light,  or 
water,  the  trout  begin  to  fasten  at  almost  every 
attempt.  I  have  two  strikingly  illustrative  instances 
in  my  mind.  In  the  first  case  I  was  fishing  Mid- 
Wharfe  in  a  bold  spring  water,  casting  across  the 
stream  and  letting  my  flies  drift  down.  Not  a  fish 
was  to  be  seen  rising,  yet  trout  plucked  at  my  flies 
continually — plucked  and  ran  away,  and  lived  to 
fight  ariotner  day.  I  fished  industriously  for  three 
hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time  a  brother  clubman 


came  down  the  bank,  and  we  compared  notes.  My 
experience  had  been  practically  his.  We  had  both 
fished  the  whole  morning  ;  we  had  both  had  any 
amount  of  touches,  and  yet  I  had  but  two  fish,  he 
only  one.  After  that  I  made  my  way  upstream  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  and  tried  the  water  my  friend 
had  been  fishing.  For  half-an-hour  or  so  there  was 
no  change  in  the  exasperating  programme  of  events. 
I  went  on  missing  fish  just  in  the  old  sweet  way. 
Then  all  at  once  they  began  to  fasten.  In  tweuty- 
five  minutes  I  caught  seven  trout,  and  only  missed 
one — practically  they  hooked  themselves.  At  the 
end  of  the  short  time  mentioned  they  resumed  their 
former  tactics,  and  I  fished  for  another  hour  without 
the  slightest  success  before  leaving  for  home. 

On  the  other  occasion  I  was  fishing  a  private 
length  lower  down  the  Wharfe,  and  my  experience 
was  very  similar  to  that  already  recorded. 
Although  during  the  whole  of  the  morning  the 
trout  showed  no  lack  of  enterprise  in  sampling  the 
fly,  they  doggedly  refused  to  complete  the  bargain 
by  taking  it.  Tug  after  tug  I  felt ;  I  must  have 
touched  a  score  of  fish,  and  yet,  after  dihgently 
casting  for  three  hours,  my  basket  was  still  empty. 
Owing  to  his  holt  being  in  the  shade  of  some  trees, 
I  was  able  to  watch  the  manoeuvres  of  one  rascal. 
I  was  fishing  just  below  the  point  where  a  rough 
millstream  comes  tumbling  into  the  river,  throwing 
across  the  deep  current  into  the  edge  of  the  stream 
at  the  other  side,  and  as  my  taU  fly  went  sailing 
down  I  saw  a  trout  come  out  from  the  bank  a 
couple  of  feet,  give  a  sharp  tweak  at  the  fly,  and 
then  scuttle  hurriedly  back.  I  cast  again.  The 
trout  came  out  once  more,  gave  another  quick  tug 
at  the  fly,  and  scuttled  back  as  before,  after  which, 
although  I  gave  him  another  chance,  he  refused  to 
play  the  game  any  more. 

AH  that  morning,  I  say,  we  "failed  to  connect," 
yet  at  last  there  came  a  change,  and  a  spell  of 
merry  sport  brought  me  eight  decent  fish  in  an 
hour,  although  there  was  no  apparent  change  in 
the  conditions,  nor  did  I  touch  fish  any  oftener 
than  I  had  done  previously.  For  no  perceptible 
reason  they  positively  refused  to  fasten  during  the 
main  of  the  time  I  was  fishing ;  during  that  happy 
hour  they  insisted  upon  doing  so.  Why  ?  That's 
what  I  want  to  know. 

Now,  whatever  may  be  the  explanation  of  the 
phenomenon  of  fish  "  coming  short,"  I  take  it  that 
the  principal  interest  of  the  angler  lies  in  the 
devising  of  means  to  circumvent  this  particular 
form  of  cussedness.  I  have  heard  of  several 
alleged  means  to  that  end,  and  have  tried  a  few 
without  any  startlingly  joyful  results.  I  have 
tried  changing  to  a  smaller  fly ;  I  have  tried 
changing  to  a  larger  fly ;  and  I  have  tried  the 
dodge — told  me  by  the  ancient  keeper  of  a  friend 
of  mine — of  throwing  far  across  the  stream  and 
working  the  fly  back,  somewhat  after  the  fashion 
of  manipulating  a  minnow,  with  a  slightly  jerky 
motion. 

I  have  made  trials  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  double- 
hook  midges  for  these  short-coming  fish,  but  their 
minuteness  seems  to  me  to  be  against  their  success- 
ful use  for  spring  fishing.  They  are,  I  take  it, 
summer  files  for  small,  clear  waters ;  perhaps  the 
same  idea  worked  out  with  No.  1  hooks  might 
prove  useful  among  the  Artful  Dodgers  of  spring.  I 
have  not  put  it  to  the  test  in  this  matter.  I 
wonder  if  Mr.  Tod  has  ? 

Probably  John  Bickerdykc  would  class  these 
trout  who  knock  and  run  away  among  the  Salmo 
irritans,"  and  I  have  speculated  on  the  possibility 
of  the  long-shanked  hooks  he  designed  for 
"  plucking"  sea-trout  solving  the  difficulty  if  they 
were  made  small  enough.  I  fear,  though,  that  in 
the  case  of  a  small  fly  the  long  protruding  bend 
would  be  too  apparent,  and  somehow  the  idea  of  a 
tiny  hackled  fly  perched  high  up  on  the  neck  of  a 
long-shanked  hook  is  to  me  too  strongly  reminiscent 
of  a  monkey  up  the  stick  to  allow,  rce  to  approach 
it  with  that  degree  of  reverence  it  deserves. 

A  httle  while  ago  a  new — at  least,  I  think  it  is 
new — possible  means  of  outwitting  the  short-coming 
trout  when  wet  fly  fishing  occurred  to  me.  I  have 
not  yet  had  the  opportunity  to  put  it  to  any 
reliable  test.  However,  I  certainly  intend  to  do  so 
in  the  coming  spring,  and  if  any  brother  angler 
cares  to  try  it,  here  is  the  tip  for  what  it  is  worth. 
At  the  very  end  of  your  cast  tie  on  a  fly  on,  say,  a 
No.  1  or  No.  0  hook.  Then  at  a  point  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  above  the  head  of  this  tail  fly 
tie  on  another  fly  of  the  same  pattern,  which  can 
be  done  in  half  a  minute  by  using  an  eyed  hook, 
threading  the  gut  through  the  eye  and  tying  it  in 


a  simple  knot.  Thus  you  get  what  might  be 
described  as  "  a  two-hook  worm  tackle  tied  with 
flies." 

The  underlying  theory  is,  of  course,  that  if  the 
short-coming  trout  makes  only  half  an  efl'crt  to  get 
one  fly,  he  may  possibly  make  a  greater  effort  to 
secure  the  two  at  one  mouthful,  and  if  he  gets  both 
into  his  mouth  at  once  there  is  reasonable  hope 
that  one  at  least  may  stick  there.  I  don't  publish 
this  with  any  cocksuredness.  Even  my  own  con- 
fidence in  the  idea  does  not  go  beyond  the  modest 
trust  that  it  is  worth  a  trial. 

W.  Carter  Platts. 


PIKE  FISHING  ON  THE  TEENT. 


Not  many  miles  from  Nottingham  there  is  a  very 
pretty  part  of  the  Trent  used  as  a  boating  station 
in  the  summer.  From  the  weir,  upstream  for  three 
miles  or  more,  the  water  is  excellent  for  this  delight- 
ful pastime,  and  many  hundreds  of  Nottingham 
people  take  their  pleasure  here  the  summer  through. 
Some  very  nice  houseboats  are  moored  in  favourable 
positions  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  at  the 
boathouse  boats  may  be  hired.  The  fishing  on 
the  north  bank  is  rented  by  two  clubs,  of  one  of 
which  I  am  a  member.  The  south  side  is  the  best 
fishing,  is  private,  and  strictly  preserved.  In  the 
summer  the  water  is  so  much  disturbed  by  the 
boating  that  there  is  very  little  fishing  done,  but 
after  their  season  is  ended  very  good  sport  may  be 
had,  more  especially  after  a  rise  of  water,  sufficiently 
large  to  shift  the  fish,  has  taken  place.  It  was  after 
a  recent  rise  of  water  that  I  decided  to  have  a  turn 
at  pike  fishing. 

Now  if  there  is  a  bait  that  will  fetch  a  pike 
more  than  any  other  I  unhesitatingly  give  the 
credit  to  the  whitling.  They  are  not  so  strong 
as  dace  for  live  baiting,  but  for  spinning,  in  my 
opinion,  they  beat  everything.  My  baits,  therefore, 
for  this  particular  afternoon's  fishing  were  five 
whitling.  I  reached  the  river  by  about  2.  .30  p.m; 
My  first  few  casts  were  without  result,  but  at  last 
I  made  a  cast  exactly  to  my  liking — the  bait  went 
out  so  beautifully  and  so  clean.  It  was  back  about 
a  third  of  the  way  when  I  felt  the  least  little  knock, 
which  I  felt  sure  was  a  fish.  So  it  proved,  and 
although  at  first  I  thought  I  had  missed  him  he 
had  good  hold,  and  came  saihng  in  with  the  bait 
for  a  few  yards,  then  he  turned — and  what  a  turn  ! 
Off  he  went  quite  twenty  yards,  now  he  comes 
slowly  back  again,  disputing  every  inch.  Now  he 
runs  toward  mid-stream,  now  back  again.  I  see 
him  for  the  first  time,  he  is  a  good  fish  I  know.  He 
has  seen  me,  too  ;  he  kicks  and  struggles  for  all  he  is 
worth,  stands  on  his  tail,  and  shakes  his  great  head 
like  a  terrier  does  when  worrying  a  rat,  but  all 
to  no  purpose,  for  after  a  few  more  short  runs 
I  bring  him  to  bank,  a  fine,  weU-fed  fish  of  91b. 
My  further  fishing  was  soon  rewarded  by  another 
run,  I  struck  hard,  and  somewhat  to  my  surprise 
out  the  pike  jumped.  I  saw  that  he  was  not  quite 
so  big  as  the  one  I  had  just  taken,  so  did  not  give 
him  much  quarter  and  verj'  soon  he  was  landed,  a 
nice  Uttle  fish  of  4 Jib.  Soon  after  I  had  killed  this 
second  fish  I  got  fast  on  the  bottom,  and,  to  my 
regret,  my  good  tackle  and  I  had  to  part.  It  was 
but  the  work  of  a  few  seconds  to  put  on  another 
flight,  and  in  less  than  five  minutes  I  had  struck — ■ 
not  the  bottom  this  time,  but  another  fish.  This 
proved  to  be  a  grand  fighter,  he  showed  me  twice 
the  sport  that  any  of  the  others  gave  me ;  I  appeared 
to  have  worn  him  down  to  his  last  struggle,  and 
was  bringing  him  gently  to  the  bank,  when  some-  _ 
how  he  slipped  the  hooks  and  was  free.  What  a  " 
peculiar  sensation  comes  over  one  at  such  a  moment ! 
There  your  fish,  or  rather  what  ought  to  be 
yours,  lies  almost  motionless  on  the  top  of  the 
water,  and  gradually  sinks  deeper  and  deeper 
until  he  is  gone  altogether,  and  you,  who  have 
judged  his  weight  and  made  up  your  mind  to  what 
friend  he  would  have  gone,  stand,  wind  up  your 
flight,  and — put  on  another  bait.  That  is  all  you 
can  do.  I  did  so,  but  it  was  some  time  before  I 
could  control  myself.  The  fish  would  be  Gib.  or 
71b.  After  a  short  rest  and  a  smoke,  I  fished  on  for 
half-an-hour  vrithout  another  run,  traversing  the 
whole  of  the  pikey-looking  water  in  the  field  where 
I  was  fishing.  I  then  came  back  to  where  I  had 
made  my  first  cast.  The  third  cast  I  got  hold.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  fish  was  sulky  or  shy,  but 
the  only  thing  he  would  do  for  a  time  was  to  try  to 
bore  a  hole  in  the  bottom  of  the  river,  but  by 
gentle  persuasion  he  came  to  the  surface  and  had  a 
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flue  from  one  of  the  fibres  of  the  eye  feather  of  a 
peacock.  It  comes  off  quite  easily  between  the 
thumb-nail  and  the  forefinger,  but  a  better  plan  still 
is  to  use  the  blunt  back  of  your  knife,  and  to  lay  the  | 
feather  down  flat  on  a  table  and  scrape  it  with  the 
back  of  the  knife. 

You  then  lay  your  floss  silk  or  quill  along  the 
shank  of  the  hook  extending  over  the  tail  end  of 
the  fly  and  bind  it  in,  whipping  along  to   the  ! 
shoulder  of  the  fly.    Then  you  wind  on  the  floss 
silk  or  the  quill  in  even  turns  over  the  windings  of 
the  tying  silk  to  the  shoulder,  bind  them  down  with  ! 
two  turns  of  tying  silk,  and  cut  off  the  waste  ends,  j 
Then  you  flnish  the  fly  as  before. 

If  you  want  to  imitate  a  beetle,  you  can  take 
several  strands  of  peacock  feather  and,  without 
taking  off  the  flue,  tie  them  down  together  at  the 
tail  of  the  hook,  twist  them  together  till  they  look 
furry  all  over,  then  wind  them  towards  the  shoulder, 
secure  them  with  the  tying  silk,  and  then  wind  on  [ 
your  hackle. 

In  another  letter  I  will  tell  you  how  to  make  a 
Palmer  Fly,  with  a  hackle  all  down  his  body,  and 
then  we  will  have  a  Hst  of  simple  flies  for  you  to  , 
use.    But  now  good  night — and  bless  you. — Your 
affectionate  Dad. 

LETTER  V. 

Gibraltar,  Feb.  3,  18—; 

Now  about  that  Palmer  Fly.    This  is  what  he 
looks  hke  when  finished  (Fig.  29).    You  see  he  is  j 
hackled  with  a  cock's  hackle  all  down  his  body.  ] 


hackle — say,  a  red  cock's  hackle — strip  the  flue  from 
the  root  and  tie  down  the  root  to  the  bare  end  of  the 
hook  with  two  or  three  turns  of  the  silk,  so  that  the 
stump  projects  to  the  right.  Then  take  a  turn  of 
the  silk  behind  the  hackle.  Now  take  your  hackle 
pliers,  fix  the  hackle  point  between  them  and  turn 
the  hackle  round  the  hook  in  the  same  direction  that 
you  have  been  whipping  the  silk,  but  with  each  turn 
to  the  left  of  the  last.  The  first  two  or  three  turns 
should  be  close  together.  Then  wind  the  hackle  in 
open  turns  to  the  tail  of  the  fly.  Now  take  your  gold 
or  silver  wire  or  ribbing  and  wind  it  round  (in  open 
turns,  but  quite  firmly)  in  the  same  direction,  but 
towards  the  head  of  the  fly,  till  you  come  to  where 
the  tying  silk  is  left  dangling.  Now  take  two  firm 
turns  of  the  silk  over  the  end  of  the  ribbing  and 
then  wind  through  the  hackle  to  the  head  and  finish 
with  the  whip  finish.  Cut  off  the  stump  of  the 
hackle  and  the  loose  end  of  the  ribbing  material  and 
pick  out  any  fibres  that  are  tied  down,  and  your  fly 
is  complete.  If  you  want  to  put  on  Avings,  you 
must  leave  more  bare  space  at  the  head  than  for  a 
plain  Palmer.  Then  you  can  do  it  in  the  same  way 
as  before.  The  fly  tied  -wdthout  wings  with  a  red 
hackle,  peacock's  herl  body  and  gold  rib,  is  one  of  the 
best  standard  flies  in  a  full  water  all  the  season 
through. 

Now,  you  must  not  think  that  when  you  can  tie 
these  simple  tyings  properly  that  you  know  all  about 
it.  There  are  many  other  ways  of  tying  flies,  but  I 
am  going  to  let  you  worry  these  things  out  for  your- 
self. When  you  have  mastered  the  simple  processes, 
you  shall  have  a  book  on  the.  subject  to  tell  you  all 


look  at  me;  I  don't  know  why  he  couldn't  take  to 
me,  but  he  didn't;  it  was  quite  a  stiff  job  to  induce 
him  to  allow  me  carry  him  up  the  bank  to  take  the 
hooks  out  of  his  mouth.  This  was  a  very  hand- 
some fish  of  61b.  I  fished  on  for  about  half-an- 
hour,  but  did  not  get  another  run,  and  as  it  was 
getting  dusk  I  left  off  fishing,  packed  up,  and  went 
home. 

It  was  a  most  enjoyable  afternoon,  the  weather 
was  all  that  could  be  desired.  There  was  a  sUght 
haze  on  the  horizon,  but  overhead  the  fringes  of 
the  light  clouds  were  first  gold,  then  crimson,  until 
daylight  gave  way  to  darkness. 

One  incident  I  must  relate.  An  ass,  grazing  in 
the  field  where  I  was  fishing,  positively  came 
purposely  to  see  me  kill  the  first  pike ;  as  soon  as 
he  saw  it  on  the  bank  he  seemed  quite  satisfied, 
and  went  away.  I  shall  never  forget  the  knowing 
look  he  gave  me  when  I  had  landed  the  fish ;  his 
face  said  as  plainly  as  though  he  had  spoken, 
"  Young  fellow,  that  is  not  the  first  pike  you  have 
caught."  I  do  believe  that  had  he  had  the  good 
sense  to  have  known  what  to  do  with  sixpence,  I 
should  have  given  one  to  him  in  acknowledgment 
of  his  pleasing  countenance  betokening  such  a 
compliment. 

Poets  say  this  thing  about  cricketers,  that 
about  footballers,  and  the  other  about  fishermen. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  I  hope  I  may  live  to  have  many 
such  half-days  as  the  one  I  have  here  tried  to 
describe.  Whitlinq. 


TEOUT    FLIES  AND 

FLY-DEESSING. 
LETTERS   FROM  MY  DAD. 
Edited  by  Alan  Grange. 

{Continued  from  page  40.) 
LETTER  IV. 

Jan.  21,  18—; 
Good  Lad  !— Not  at  all  a  bad  shot  for  a  first 
attempt.  I  see  you  have  made  shift  with  pigeon's 
feather  for  wings  and  a  common  red  hackle  for  legs, 
but  you  will  get  your  starlings  when  you  get  back 
to  school. 

Our  last  lesson  was  in  making  a  plain  winged 
fly,  but  a  simpler  plan  is  to  use  a  hackled  fly  only. 
Instead  of  putting  on  wings  you  take  a  hackle,  a 
little  longer  in  the  fibres  than  you  use  with  wings, 
and  wind  it  at  the  shoulder  for  two  or  three  turns. 
Then  you  finish  your  fly  either  on  the  head  as  before, 
or  else  just  behind  the  hackle.  This  last  is  a  good 
plan  to  make  your  hackle  stick  out  nicely  all  round. 

So  far  I  have  only  shown  you  a  plain  silk  body. 
But  suppose  we  want  to  imitate  a  dark  sooty- 
coloured  fly.  We  bind  the  gut  to  the  hook  just  as 
before,  and  then  before  winding  back  we  take  a 
pinch  of  water-rat's  fur  and  draw  it  out  to  a  fine 
point  from  a  thicker  end,  thus  (Fig.  27).    Then  we 


Fio.  27.  Drawing  or  Dubbing  beady 

TO  BE  LAID  ON. 

lay  the  roll  along  the  waxed  silk  with  the  fine  end 
close  up  to  the  back,  and  holding  both  silk  and  the 
stout  end  of  the  fur  in  our  right  forefinger  and 
thumb,  we  twist  them  towards  our  left  overhand. 
This  will  make  the  fur  (called  "  dubbing  ")  stick  to 
the  silk  and  look  Uke  this  (Fig.  28).    We  can  then 


Fig.  28.  Drawing  of  Dubbing  laid  on  and 
Wound  on  to  Silk, 

wind  them  together  along  the  hook  to  the  shoulder 
of  the  fly.  We  then  draw  off  any  superfluous 
dubbing  and  finish  the  fly  with  wings  and  hackle  or 
with  hackle  only. 

Instead  of  dubbing  you  can  use  floss  silk  or  crewel 
eilk  or  quill.  _Quill  is  got  by  stripping  the  metalhc 


Fig.  31i  Fig.  32, 


Fig.  33,  ' 

Fig.  33a, 


Fig.  35. 


Fig.  30. 
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Fig.  37. 


Fig,  39. 


Fig.  40. 


And  if  you  add  -ndngs  to  him  he  becomes  like  this 
(Fig.  30).  This  is  the  method  usually  employed  to 
imitate  flies  like  this  (see  Fig.  9). 

Well,  let  us  suppose  you  have  tied  your  gut  on 
and  whipped  your  silk  down  to  the  bend  of  the  hook 
as  far  as  you"intend  to  go.  Now  you  take  the  gold 
or  silver  wire,  or  whatever  you  are  going  to  use  for 
ribbing  your  fly,  and  tie  down  one  end  of  it  so  that 
the  length  of  it  projects  to  the  left  over  your  hand. 
Then  you  tie  in  your  floss  silk  or  herl  projecting  in 


Fig.  20. 


Fig.  30. 


the  same  direction,  and  wind  yoni-  tying  silk  to  the 
shoulder,  following  up  by  winding  your  floss  silk  or 
herl  to  the  shoulder.  Or  if,  instead  of  using  floss 
silk  or  her],  you  intend  to  use  wool  or  fur  as  dubbing, 
you  roll  it  into  the  tying  silk,  as  I  explained  in  a 
previous  letter,  and  \\dnd  it  to  the  shoulder,  leaving 
a  bare  space  of  hook  uncovered.    Now  take  your 


about  it,  particularly  how  to  tie  flies  to  float  on  the 
surface  on  eyed  hooks. 

The  flies  of  the  Dun  class  are  imitated  in  several 
ways.  Either  as  a  winged  fly  Uke  this  (Fig.  31)  or 
this  (Fig.  32),  or  a  hackled  fly  like  this  (Fig.  33)  with 
soft  hackle,  or  Uke  this  (Fig.  34)  with  a  stiff  Ught 
hackle.  Flies  of  the  Sedge  Fly  class  are  imitated 
either  at  rest  or  fluttering.  If  at  rest  they  may  be 
hackled  with  a  soft  hackle  thus  (Fig.  35),  or  winged 
and  hackled  at  the  shoulder  only,  thus  (Fig.  36).  If 
fluttering,  they  may  be  dressed  as  Palmers,  thus 
(Fig.  37),  without  wings,  or  thus  (Fig.  38,  see 
Fig.  30),  with  wings. 

FUes  of  the  Stone  Fly  class  are  imitated  much  in 
the  same  way  as  Sedge  Flies,  but  when  they  float  dead 
or  d3ang  on  the  surface  their  wings  are  spread  right 
out  thus  (Fig.  39),  and  they  are  better  imitated  with  a 
cock's  hackle  which  stands  out  all  round  (Fig.  40). 

Gnats  and  ants  and  such  small  deer  I  will  tell 
you  about  when  you  come  to  dress  them.  They 
don't  differ  greatlj^  from  the  foregoing. 

Don't  use  too  much  material  either  in  wings  or 
hackles  or  bodies,  especially  for  clear  water.  Try 
to  get  your  flies  to  look  the  same  colour  wet  as  you 
think  the  natural  flies  look  to  the  fish  looking  from 
underneath.  Remember  that  the  colour  of  the  tying 
silk  under  dubbing  is  often  more  important  than  the 
colour  of  the  dubbing,  because  when  wet  most  hairy 
or  woolly  materials  are  so  transparent  as  to  let  the 
silk  be  seen  through. 
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Practice  will  teacli  you  how  to  get  your  wings 
and  hackles  the  right  length.  It  is  easy  to  get  the 
wings  too  long.  As  a  general  rule  wings  should  be 
about  the  length  of  the  hook  shank,  and  hackles  for 
winged  flies  or  Palmers  just  long  enough  in  the  fibre 
to  reach  to  the  point  of  the  hook  from  the  shoulder 
of  the  fly,  and  for  hackled  flies  just  long  enough  to 
cover  the  barb  of  the  hook  or  the  least  bit  longer. 

Next  letter  we  will  begin  with  the  patterns  of  flies 
that  you  are  likely  to  find  useful.    And  I  want  you 
to  observe  the  natural  flies  on  the  water,  to  catch 
them,  and  to  imitate  them  as  well  as  vou  can 
*  *  *  *  * 


Your  affectionate 

(To  be  continued.) 


Dad. 


NOTES  ON  SEA  FISH  CAUGHT 
OFF  SALCOMBE  (S.  DEVON). 
NOV.  1901  TO  JAN.  1902. 


Callionymus  (C.  li/ra).— 'Not  uncommon; 

Cod— Up  to  231b.  in  Start  Bay. 

Pollack— Sma.\l  fish,  say,  6in.  to  9in.  long,  fre- 
quenting the  rooks  in  shallow  water,  sometimes 
take  most  beautiful  and  strange  colour-markings ; 
the  fins  bright  ruby-red,  which  colour  (in  zebra-like 
markings)  appears  all  over  the  body  of  the  fish. 
The  local  fishermen  call  them  red-fin  pollack,  and 
say  they  are  simply  young  pollack.  If  so,  the 
imitation  of  the  zebra  markings  and  colouration  of 
the  various  members  of  the  wrasse  genus  frequent- 
ing the  same  ground  is  very  interesting.  The 
largest  pollack  I  caught,  or  saw,  was  not  more 
than  2|lb.  in  weight. 

Bass.—Vish  up  to  lilb.  frequent  the  coast  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  often  in  "  schools  "  of  several 
thousand.  The  larger  fish  are  neither  caught  nor 
seen. 

_  Soles.— A  variegated  sole  of  2ilb.  took  live  lance 
in  shallow  water.    This  is  a  rare  fish. 

iance.— Easily  dug  out  of  the  sand,  and  make 
splendid  spinning  bait  if  special  spinning  flights 
have  been  made  to  suit  their  great  length  and 
flexibiUty. 

Wrasse.— AM  kinds  took  worm  freely  on  rocks  in 
November. 

Species  No.  I.— Ballan  Wrasse  (Vielle  commun, 
of  Gervais,  who  has  a  good  figure.  A  splendid  pair, 
going  7|lb.,  sent  for  preservation.  Eye  red,  centre 
blue-black.  I  think  this  is  the  "blue  wrasse of 
some  writers,  and  is  a  very  beautiful  fish. 

Species  No.  II.— Ballan  Wrasse  [Connors,  local 
name).— Brown  piebald  species,  with  umber-yellow 
below,  eye  red.  Some  were  simply  brown  to 
neutral  tmt  without  much  beauty.  Many  took  on 
just  the  golden-brown  of  our  river  carp.  Others 
were  rosy  or  purpUsh.  Armed  at  the  vent  end  of 
the  anal  fin  by  about  two  spines  forming  first  rays 
of  fin.  •' 

This  was  a  greedy  kind  of  wrasse,  and  bolted  the 
bait. 

Although  armed  with  such  formidable-looking, 
hard,  and  sharp  teeth  none  of  these  kinds  of  wrasse 
showed  any  powers  or  disposition  to  defend  them- 
selves by  biting.  Hence  I  imagine  these  teeth 
are  used  simply  to  browse  the  tender  vegetable 
growths  off  the  rocks,  the  lips  being  turned  out- 
wards and  backwards  for  the  purpose.  The  lips 
however,  of  all  kinds  but  this  can  be  very  cleverly 
used  in  sucking  off  a  bait.  Even  when  usino-  a 
running  ledger  only  a  small  proportion  of  bites 
could  be  felt,  and  the  fisherman  in  the  boat  with 
me  using  his  hand-line  never  caught  a  single  one 
on  any  occasion,  so  that  these  fish  can  not  only 
suck  like  a  roach  but  eject  the  bait  quickly  as  well. 
Local  name  of  all  species  is  simply  connors,  or 
runners.  Between  the  eyes  is  a  marked  hollow. 
Averaged  about  lib.  each. 

air.  Boulenger  kindly  determined  some  specimens 
of  Species  No.  II.  I  sent  him  as  being  Labrus 
maculattis  (Ballan  wrasse).  Some  authors,  includ- 
ing Gervais,  have  figured  another  species  under 
this  name.  Even  allowing  the  widest  margins  for 
the  admitted  variability  of  the  whole  genus  it  yet 
seems  doubtful  if  the  wrasse  have  not  been  reduced 
by  English  authors  to  too  few  species 

Species  No.  Ill.-Comber  Wrasse. -A  glorious 
golden  all  over  except  the  brownish -gold  back  ^Ib 

Species  No.  I V.-Unascertained.-Small  red  fish 
leoparded  all  over  with  small  blue  spots  (also  fins). 
Head  zebra-marked  in  blue  and  red.    No  indenta- 
tion.   All  lower  fins  armed,    ilb.    A  lovely  fish 
1  have  one  specimen  set  up. 


Garfish  (Mackerel  leader).  —  Fairly  common. 
Flesh  dry,  but  not  bad  eating. 

Spotted  Ray  (Homelyn  Ray  of  Yarrell;  Raia 
macidata  of  Montagu).— Common  at  Salcombe. 
Flesh  very  sweet. 

Congtr  Eels.— ^msll  eels  very  plentiful. 

Azurine  Sprat.— A^^ea.rmg  in  "the  estuary"  in 
schools.  A  fair  fish  for  table,  but  very  full  of 
bones  compared  with  the  common  sprat.  Makes 
a  splendid  bait  for  ledgering. 

Gobius  {G.  niger).— "The  Black  Goby."— Rare  in 
British  waters,  but  common  enough  in  Continental. 
I  got  one  specimen  up  the  estuary. 

Blennius  (B.  palmicornis).  —  "The  Crested 
Blenny."— Uncommon  in  British  waters.  I  got 
a  pair  in  the  estuary, 

Cottus  (C.  scorpius,  C.  bubalis).— Fairly  common 
in  the  estuary  in  both  cases. 

Grey  3Iullet.—Fiah  lib.  to  l|lb.  occasionally 
caught  by  the  shore  nets.  A.  Worsley. 

[A  very  interesting  record. — Ed.  F.G.] 


THE  WANDLE  AS  I  KNEW  IT 
IN  1845. 


My  earliest  recollections  are  connected  with  the 
many  delights  of  our  then  beautiful  river.  My 
father's  cottage  stood  on  the  banks  in  a  part  where 
there  was  a  small  stretch  of  public  water,  where 
often  good  sportwas  to  be  had.  Here  as  a  very  young 
boy  I  ha,ve  spent  hours  watching  the  fishermen, 
and  wishing  I,  too,  could  have  a  rod  and  try  my 
luck.  The  time  came  when  I  could  throw  the  fly, 
but  my  supply  of  flies  was  very  small,  and  often 
failed  me,  and  then  I  remember  I  used  to  follow  the 
footsteps  of  a  neighbour  who  owned  a  good  stretch 
of  water.  I  must  have  worried  this  poor  gentleman 
as  he  did  not  like  anyone  to  watch  him  fishing,  so 
he  always  turned  to  me  in  desperation  and  gave 
me  some  flies,  and  told  me  to  be  off  and  try  for  a 
fish  in  a  certain  deep  pool  in  his  upper  water  above 
the  mill. 

Anything  for  peace  and  to  be  rid  of  a  fidgety 
boy,  and  perhaps  he  hoped  I  should  fall  in  and  be 
drowned,  and  so  he  would  be  rid  of  me  ;  but  no 
such  luck,  and  so  sure  as  my  fiies  were  all  used  I 
was  back  at  his  heels,  certain  of  a  repetition  of  the 
bribe.  Of  course,  with  such  chances  I  soon  became 
an  expert,  and  used  to  spend  all  my  half- 
holidays  with  my  rod  wandering  by  my  beloved 
stream.  My  little  dog,  "  Dandy,"  was  my  constant 
companion,  and  when  I  hooked  a  fish  his  excite- 
ment was  great,  so  one  day,  to  see  what  he  would 
do,  I  told  him  to  go  into  the  water,  and  he  soon 
had  the  fish  and  brought  it  and  put  it  quietlv  down 
at  my  feet ;  after  that  I  often  let  him  land  one  for 
me,  and  he  never  missed  a  fish. 

In  those  days  of  which  I  am  writing  the  Wandle 
was  kept  in  good  condition  by  all  the  lessees  and 
mill-owners,  the  weeds  were  cut  regularly  every 
season  when  the  fishing  was  over,  and  the  shallow 
parts  dredged  with  horse  and  harrow,  so  keeping 
them  clear  and  the  gravel  clean  for  spawning.  It 
was  an  evil  day  when  the  Croydon  sewage  began  to 
be  turned  into  the  river,  and  a  change  for  the 
worse  was  gradually  worked. 

The  mud  increased  rapidly,  and  the  blanket 
weed  flourished  to  such  an  extent  that  it  soon 
choked  up  many  deep  reaches  and  spoilt  them  for 
fishing.  Much  of  the  quiet  beauty  of  the  river  is 
also  a  thing  of  the  past.  Houses  have  sprung  up 
near  it,  and  fine  old  trees  have  been  removed  from 
its  banks  which  sheltered  many  a  deep  pool  in 
former  days  where  the  trout  loved  to  lie. 

Old  Wandle  Angler. 
P-S. — The  editor  asks  me  if  I  remember  when  I 
first  saw  dry  fly  fishing  practised  on  the  Wandle. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  never  fished  with  any 
but  dry  fly,  and  most  of  my  friends  did  the  same. 
The  gentleman  to  whom  I  alluded  before,  who  gave 
me  my  first  fiies,  also  fished  in  the  same  way  over 
sixty  years  ago.  The  best  flies  in  my  experience 
for  the  Wandle  are  the  Wandle  Cocktail,  the  Black 
Gnat,  and  Governor,  and  at  night  the  Coachman, 
and  sometimes  the  March  Brown  was  good. 


To  Fly  Dresskrs,  Amateur  .and  Professional.  Now  Ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "Tlie  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
(.'abinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  'i'ie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  F'ly 
Fishinj;  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland 
Athenian  '  of  tlie  M-hlmj  Guzettc  With  eighty  illustrations 
i  his  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  ])e  had 
post  free,  by  sending  2.'!.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co  ' 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London 


THE  PULL  AT  THE 
SALMON  KEEL. 


In  the  Forest  and  Stream  for  Dec.  27,  1902,  Mr.- 
Venning  states  that  he  would  like  to  have  his 
angling  readers  guess  the  number  of  pounds  of 
tension  there  was  on  the  rod  in  the  experiment  that 
he  describes,  to  which  the  editor  appends  the  opinion 
that  no  authentic  decision  has  ever  been  given  on 
this  vexata  questio. 

In  the  Forest  and  Stream  of  June  14,  1902,  I  had 
the  following : — 

"Now  the  sheer  pull  at  the  reel  of  a  salmon  in 
the  water  when  opposed  to  the  upright,  or,  rather, 
perpendicular,  spring  of  the  rod  is  not  nearly  as 
great  as  most  people  imagine  it  to  be.  (If  the  rod, 
however,  is  by  carelessness  or  accident  allowed  to 
become  horizontal,  or  nearly  so,  the  pull  of  the  fish 
is  vastly  greater,  and  I  doubt  if  anything  weaker 
than  a  cod  line  could  hold  him.)  Repeatedly  have 
I  asked  for  the  opinion  of  anglers  in  relation  to  this, 
and  their  guesses  have  run  aU  the  way  from  ten  to 
forty  pounds.  Of  course,  a  forty-pound  pull,  or 
anything  Hke  it,  is  quite  out  of  the  question,  for  no 
casting  line  is  strong  enough  to  stand  it.- 

"  Ten  pounds  is  nearer  the  right  figure,  and  this 
may  be  easily  demonstrated  by  fastening  a  spring 
balance  on  the  lawn,  to  the  ring  of  which  hitch  the 
casting  line,  and  lift  the  rod  perpendicularly;  by 
winding  the  reel  the  line  is  tautened  and  the  rod 
begins  to  bend,  and  if  this  is  continued  until  the 
rod  describes  a  half-circle,  or  as  great  a  bend  as 
any  salmon  at  any  time  could  give  it,  the  experi- 
menter will  be  surprised  to  find  that  the  scales 
show  a  pull  of  no  more  than  eight  or  ten  pounds, 
and_  very  pliable  rods  will  circle  at  even  a  less 
strain. 

"Now  I  know  very  well  you  will  say  that  a  ten- 
pound  hve  pull  is  quite  different  from  a  dead  one. 
Of  course  it  is,  but  your  casting  line  will  stand  only 
a  given  strain,  '  be  it  alive  or  be  it  dead,'  and  it 
behoves  the  angler  to  '  take  due  notice  thereof  and 
govern  himself  accordingly.'  "—A.,  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 


"NOTES  AND  ANTICIPATIONS." 

Too  much  value  cannot  be  placed  on  the  notes 
made  by  an  angler.  Not  only  are  they  useful 
memorandums  which  will  unlock  a  store  of  informa- 
tion for  one's  own  use,  but  often  enable  you  to  lend 
a  helping  hand  to  a  friend  who  may  wish  to  visit 
some  river  with  the  peculiarities  of  which  you  are 
conversant. 

Fortunately  for  me— and  I  hope  for  the  angling 
pubhc— I  began  to  make  notes  of  my  fishing 
rambles  early  in  my  apprenticeship,  my  only  regret 
being  that  they  were  not  more  voluminous.  Still 
when  I  set  out  on  that  journey  I  never  for  a  moment 
anticipated  that  one  day  I  might  have  the  honour 
of  being  numbered  among  the  scribes  of  the  science. 

Though,  as  I  have  said,  my  notes  were  brief,  yet 
they  have  contained  sufficient  matter  to  bring  before 
my  eye  many  of  the  happy— and  unhappy  neces- 
sarily—days I  have  spent  in  following  the  pleasant 
pastime  of  trout  fishing.  They  have  also  been  of 
the  greatest  service  as  "  refreshers,"  since  by  the 
kindness  of  many  editors  some  of  my  exploits  and 
other  matters  have  received  publication,  and  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  offering  them  my  feelings  of 
sincere  gratitude  for  the  favour,  especially  the 
editor  of  this  paper,  who  stood  godfather  to  my 
first  effort.  To  use  an  Eastern  phrase,  "  May  his 
shadow  never  grow  less."- 

But  what  about  my  angling  anticipations  ? 
"  Confession,"  they  say,  "is  good  for  the  soul,"  and 
I'll  say  at  once,  without  any  haggling  about  the 
matter,  more  often  than  not  they  have  turned  out 
frauds.  Nevertheless  I  still  think  it  is  one  of  the 
accompanying  pleasures  of  the  art. 

My  memo  s  contain  only  a  few  hnes,  the  headings 
of  which  are:  "  Date— Where  to— No.  of  fish— 
What  fiies— Weather  and  water — and  Remarks," 
and  glancing  now  over  my  journal  I  find  the  fol- 
lowing entry : — 

"May  16— Tavy,  Horndon  Clam— 18  fish— Coch- 
y-Bondhu  and  March  Brown— Low  and  clear  "  (that 
is,  weather  and  water) — "  sun  bright — nearly  killed 
by  faUing  on  a  sHpper"  (Devon  for  slippery — came 
natural  like)  "granite  rock.'" 

Now  even  this  brief  explanation  of  the  matter 
brings  back  to  me  most  clearly,  as  though  it  were 
only  an  incident  of  yesterday,  one  occurrence  and 
what  led  up  to  it. 
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For  some  time  I  had  been  having  a  succession  of 
arguments  with  a  fishing  friend,  who  had  travelled 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  as  to  the  matter  whether 
boots  should  be  nailed,  or  not  nailed,  for  the  purpose 
of  lishing  a  river  the  banks  of  which  were,  in  the 
general  part,  composed  of  hard  rocks.  His  conten- 
tion was  that  no  nails  were  safest,  and  mine  the 
reverse.  Now  when  a  man  has  been  even  half  over 
the  world,  I  always  consider  that  he  should  know  a 
lot  more  than  one  who  has  never  been  outside  his 
own  country — namely,  the  British  Isles — notwith- 
standing the  heap  of  foreigners  one  can  meet  in 
them. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  felt  it  my  bounden 
duty  to  give  boots  with  no  nails  a  trial,  and  for  the 
purpose  started  one  lovely  morning  for  the  river 
Tavy,  not  forgetting  before  leaving  home  to  take  a 
long  and  loving  farewell  of  those  I  left  behind  me, 
behcving  myself  to  be  on  a  perilous  errand. 

When  I  had  arrived  at  the  point  I  sought, 
Horndon  Clam,  which  is  situated  about  six  miles 
above  Tavistock,  and  where  the  river  flows  through 
one  of  those  picturesque  valleys  so  often  found  in 
this  lovely  county,  'one  side  rising  over  grass 
meadows,  and  the  other  a  bush  grown  covert  backed 
by  high  overhanging  rocky  tors,  and  where  the  bed 
of  the  river  is  made  up  of  huge  granite  boulders 
which,  we  are  told  by  geologists — this  is  my  last 
hobby — form  the  mother  or  foundation  of  the  earth, 
I  proceeded  to  put  my  rod  together,  and  having 
overnight  placed  my  cast  and  a  few  flies,  which  I 
thought  would  suit  the  occasion,  in  my  damper  box, 
and  as  soon  as  I  had  attached  them  to  my  line,  I 
started  to  fish. 

The  water  was  as  clear  as  crystal,  and  as  the  sun 
— still  in  the  east — was  shining  brightly  I  had  to 
take  advantage  of  every  little  shadow  that  any 
rock,  boulder,  or  bush  afforded.- 

First  I  cast  over  against  the  middle  buttress  of 
the  Clam,  as  those  wooden  ways  are  called  which 
cross  our  lovely  Devon  streams.  Once,  twice,  and 
thrice  I  cast,  and  with  the  third  up  came  a  goodly 
trout,  and  in  a  few  moments  it  was  flapping  its  tail 
merrily  on  the  sand  brought  by  the  water  into  a 
semi -circle,  where  the  ford  was  before  the  bridge 
carried — as  it  does  now — carts. 

But  I  must  here  leave  the  fishing  for  a  bit  before 
I  proceed  further,  because  I  would  now  touch  on  a 
subject  which  has  lately  been  under  discussion  in 
some  papers  ;  that  is  whether  fish  have  any  instinct 
to  enable  them  to  understand  which  way  they 
should  go,  when  they  find  themselves  suddenly  on 
shore,  to  again  reach  the  river. 

From  some  years  of  experience  I  venture  to 
answer  the  question  by  saying,  Yes,  certainly  they 
have.  Hundreds — I  might  I  think  say  thousands — 
of  times  have  I  seen  fish  pulled  out  on  the  bank 
and  immediately  they  will  try  with  the  aid  of  their 
tails  to  flap  themselves  back  into  the  stream. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  by  the  bank  shelving 
downwards  every  jerk  will  naturally  force  them 
nearer  the  water. 

This  may  be  the  case  in  some  instances,  but  most 
of  the  Devon  river  banks  have,  as  a  whole,  upright 
sides,  the  force  with  which  the  rivers  flow  being  so 
great  that  all  the  softer  soil  has  been  washed  away, 
leaving  a  clean  drop.  Many  are  the  occasions  when, 
wanting  to  make  quickly  a  second  cast  for  a  fish 
which  has  perhaps  risen  just  above  from  where  I 
had  just  caught  one,  I  have  chucked  my  capture 
on  the  bank  and  again,  at  once,  proceeded  with  my 
work.  Turning,  however,  after,  say,  a  fruitless 
effort  to  catch  the  one  I  had  last  tried  for,  I  have 
found  the  fish  which  I  had  thrown  on  the  grass  a 
foot  or  so  nearer  the  water  than  I  had  originally 
placed  it. 

Of  course,  this  is  one  of  the  matters  which  can 
only  be  "placed"  theoretically,  as  it  is  impossible 
to  prove  it,  one  way  or  the  other  ;  but  still,  the 
evidence  being  uncertain,  we  may,  I  again  venture 
to  think,  give  the  "prisoner"  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt  as  to  its  intelligence.  That  fish  are  highly 
gifted  ^^'ith  understanding  powers  in  many  matters 
is  a  "proved  fact,"  as  Mr.  Qiolmondeley-PenncU 
has  written  it,  and  why  they  should  be  debarred 
from  having  the  credit  of  knowing  their  way  home, 
I  think  is  a  bit  rough  on  them.  I  don't,  however, 
affirm  I  am  right,  but  the  above  is  my  way  of 
looking  at  it.  However,  having  gone  through  this 
matter  I  will  find  the  fish  I  left  flapping  on  the 
bank.  But  I  must  just  light  my  pipe,  because 
when  I  "  put  on  the  gloves  "  over  a  matter  I  always 
strike — a  heap  of  matches.  They  tell  me  at  the 
Press  Club,  after  a  night's  work,  there  are  sufficient 
struck  matches  to  fill  a  tube  car, 
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But  be  that  as  it  may,  I  put  the  fish  in  my 
basket,  and  having  found  that  the  Coch-y-Bondhu 
was  the  fly  it  had  taken,  put  up  another  above  my 
centre  fly,  which  was  a  Maxwell's  Blue  (as  a  blue 
hare's  flecks  is  called  after  a  noted  dun  fisherman), 
and  then  proceeded  to  the  next  pool  above, 
through  which  are  some  pretty  eddies.  After  this 
comes  some  very  rough  and  broken  ground.  But 
notwithstanding  I  had  no  nails  I  cUmbed  over 
several  boulders  whose  surface  was  fairly  smooth, 
having  been  planed  by  the  rushing  river  for 
centuries  upon  centuries,  without  slipping,  and 
began  to  think  my  travelled  friend  was  right. 
However,  I  was  a  Uttle  bit  previous. 

I  fished  on,  therefore,  comfortably,  doing  fairly 
well,  and  at  last  came  to  the  place  where  the  high 
rocks  on  the  bank  nearly  touch  the  water ;  in  fact, 
in  a  spate  it  is  impossible  to  pass  this  way. 

Before,  however,  coming  to  the  projecting  head- 
land there  is  a  large  slice  of  smooth  level  rock 
reaching  out  half  way  across  the  river,  which  is  dry 
when  the  water  is  low,  as  it  was  on  this  occasion, 
and  on  the  far  side  it  flows  under  some  alder 
bushes,  on  one  of  which  I  had  seen  a  woodcock 
sitting,  and  which  I  wrote  about  in  the  Country 
Magazine  this  last  year. 

To  get  as  near  to  the  water  as  I  possibly  could  I 
walked  over  this  glacier-like  rocky  table,  but  in 
doing  so  put  my  feet  in  a  few  small  puddles,  and 
when  I  had  reached  far  enough  began  to  cast  with 
all  the  skill  of  which  I  was  master.  My  first  effort 
was  fruitless,  yet  as  I  wended  my  way  upward  I 
saw  a  fish  rise,  but  when  I  cast  it  did  not  touch  my 
fly.  At  once  then  I  drew  back,  or  rather  attempted 
to  draw  back,  and  with  the  same  action,  the  soles 
of  my  boots  now  being  wet,  my  feet  slipped  from 
under  me,  and  I  fell  full  on  the  back  of  my  head, 
coming  in  contact  with  the  rock  with  such  force 
that  it  knocked  me  out  of  time. 

How  long  I  lay  there  I  cannot  say,  but  suddenly 
I  heard  a  kindly  voice  ask,  "  Are  you  much  hurt?'- 
and  standing  over  me  I  saw  a  fisherman — ^as  such 
pro  tern.,  however. 

Raising  myself  in  a  sitting  position,  and  rubbing 
the  back  of  my  head  with  my  hand,  I  said,  or  tried 
to  say,  "Not  much,  thanks."- 

But  the  new  arrival  shook  his  head  in  a  pro- 
fessional manner— it  soon  leaves  its  mark — and 
said,  "  I  fear  you've  had  a  nasty  tumble,  but  I'll 
soon  put  you  right,"  and  putting  his  hand  in  his 
pocket  produced  a  fair-sized  flask.  "Here,"  he 
said,  "  take  a  good  pull  at  this.  You'll  soon  be 
all  right." 

I  fear  I  looked  a  little  doubtful,  but  he  continued : 
"  Oh,  it's  all  right !    I'm  Dr.  S- — ,  of  Plymouth." 

You  may  rest  assured  on  hearing  this  I  hesitated 
no  longer,  but  while  I  was  bringing  fife  back  to  its 
normal  state  with  what  I  think  I  may  saj'  was  real 
malt  he  stood  watching  the  effect,  but  suddenly 
said.  "  Why,  you've  got  no  nails  in  your  boots  !  "- 

"No,"  I  replied,  "and  more  fool  I." 

Then  I  up,  as  the  natives  of  these  parts  would 
say,  and  told  him  the  whole  story,  and  he  said  though 
he  admired  my  pluck  he  did  not  think  much  of  my 
discretion.  This  for  the  present  will  do  for  the 
notes,  I'm  thinking ;  but  it  will  be  a  warning  to 
others  about  nails  or  no  nails. 

And  what  shall  I  tell  you  about  my  anticipations — 
of  which  I  must,  as  many  others  have  no  doubt 
done,  a  lot  in  several  paths.  But  I  think  it  will 
put  a  good  many  in  the  shade  if  I  tell  you  shortly 
of  the  collapse  of  only  one  of  my  expectations.  It 
came  about  in  this  way. 

The  Tavy  is  fed,  to  use  the  words  of  Eden 
Phillpots  in  his  book  "  The  River,"  "from  the  rapt 
loneKness  of  her  cradle,  from  her  seci-et  fountams," 
the  principal  of  which  are  the  Knesset,  Broad 
Amicombe,  Deep  Amicombe,  and  Tavy  Lake. 
Well,  these  streams  once  ujion  a  time — I  am  driven 
to  using  this  ancient  form  of  writing  as  things  have 
altered  so  greatly — all  were  pack  full  of  fish,  but 
owing  to  their  crystal  clearness  and  shallowness  of 
the  water  it  was  impossible  to  fish  them  success- 
fully without  a  flood,  and  if  you  fished  up  the 
the  main  river,  even  when  the  water  was  bank 
high,  by  the  time  you  reached  them  you  would 
flnd  them  without  a  stain  on  their  character.  This 
is  owing  to  the  height  from  which  they  fall — nearly 
1800ft.  above  the  sea  level.  Well,  I  meant  doing 
them  properly,  and  for  this  purpose  one  day  after 
it  had  rained  all  night — sounds  a  bit  Lish-like — I 
set  out  early  with  hopes  in  anticipation  as  high 
as  St.  Paul's,  or  a  little  higher.  My  nearest  way 
— some  eight  miles,  and  a  mile  or  two  more 
or    less  wasn't    much    in    those  days — was,  I 


thought,  to  travel  some  distance  along  the  high 
road  across  Blackdown,  by  Lydford,  and  make  up 
over  Great  Links  Tor.  This  \  did,  and  as  I  reached 
the  summit  of  that  hill,  nearly  2000  feet,  I  had  one 
of  the  grandest  views  I  ever  saw,  reaching  to  Barn- 
staple Bay  on  the  north,  and  Plymouth  Sound  in 
the  south  ;  something  like  thirty  miles  each  way. 

Anyway,  onward  I  went ;  the  whole  time  I  was 
travelling,  conjuring  up  all  sorts  of  thoughts  as  to 
the  number  of  fish  I  should  bring  back,  and  at 
length  reached  Amicombe  Bottom,  which  lies 
under  Fur  Tor,  and  eventually  came  to  Broad 
Amicombe. 

"  Tlien  you  began  to  fish  of  course?"  you  say. 
No,  I  didn't.  Why  ?  Because  it  was,  and  eventually 
I  found  they  all  were,  as  though  not  a  drop  of  rain 
had  fallen. 

"  Why,  you  said  it  had  been  raining  all  night." 
So  I  did,  and  still  do ;  but  that  rain  had  only  been 
local,  as  many  summer  rains  are.  I  once  saw  it 
raining  torrents  on  one  side  of  Henley  Regatta 
course,  but  not  a  drop  fell  on  the  other.  All  things 
must  end  somewhere — except  Anticipations. 

Pheasant  Tail. 


FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  G.  Bateman,  A.K.G. 

{Continued  from  page  45.) 

CHAPTER  YLII.— continued. 

In  a  state  of  nature  these  fish  are  exceedingly 
destructive  to  the  fry  of  other  fish.  For  instance, 
it  has  been  recorded  (I  believe  by  Dr.  Giinther) 
that  one  of  these  Sticklebacks,  while  in  a  tank, 
devoured  seventy-four  young  dace,  each  about  Jin. 
long,  in  five  hours.  Two  days  afterwards  the  same 
little  glutton  ate  sixty-two  more,  and  then  seemed 
quite  ready  to  continue  his  feast.  During  this  huge 
gastronomic  feat  this  Stickleback  was  under  close 
observation. 

The  natural  food  of  the  Stickleback  is  small 
aquatic  insects,  water-worms,  eggs,  and  fry  of 
fish.  In  captivity  he  may  be  fed  upon  tiny  portions 
of  worm  and  pieces  of  meat.  (Before  worms  are 
cut  up  they  should  be  killed  by  dashing  them  down 
upon  the  ground  or  pavement.  Their  death  must 
then  be  quite  painless.)  Sticklebacks  soon  become 
very  tame,  and  are  nearly  always  bold  enough  to 


Fig.  10-i.  Ten-spined  Stickleback  (G-isxERosTEUs 

PUNGITIUS). 


charge  one's  finger  or  one's  pencil  if  placed  too  near 
the  jealously  guarded  nest.  They  are  intelligent 
and  amusing  Uttle  fish,  but  I  venture  to  re^jeat  they 
should  not  be  kept  in  confinement  unless  they  can 
be  provided  with  an  aquarium  entirely  to  them- 
selves. Under  any  other  circumstances  they  will 
be  a  source  of  annoyance  and  loss  to  their  owner, 
and  of  great  discomfort  and  even  misery  to  their 
companions. 

The  Stickleback  has  three  strong  and  sharp 
spines  on  the  middle  of  his  back  in  place  of  the 
usual  dorsal  fin.  There  is  a  fin  behind  the  spines. 
The  body  is  rather  long  and  compressed  ;  it  is 
without  scales,  but  is  more  or  less  protected  on  the 
sides  by  small  plates.  The  ventral  fins  have  one 
strong  spine  each,  but  no  other  rays.  The  anal  nn 
is  opposite  the  dorsal  fin,  and  is  about  the  same 
shape  and  size.  The  caudal  fin  is  sliglitly  convex. 
The  male  fish  lose  their  brilliant  colours  when  the 
breeding  season  is  over.  Tiie  general  colour  of 
Sticklebacks  varies  greatly  accoriling  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  water  in  which  they  live.  I  have  found 
specimens  of  them  almost  black.  The  Three- 
spined  Stickleback  is  from  2in.  to  Sin.  long. 

The  Ten-spined  Stickleback,  or  Xine-spined 
Stickleback  {Gasterostetm  pungitius)  (Fig.  104)  is  one 
of  the  smallest  of  British  fishes,  hardly  ever  exceed- 
ing 2in.  in  length.  It  is  often  found  in  brackish 
water,  and  will  five  in  either  a  fresh  or  a  salt-water 
aquarium.    Tliis  fish  also  builds  a  nest,  but  affixes 


*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill. 
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it  to  aquatic  plants  rather  than  building  it  upon  the 
gravel '  at  the  bottom  of  the  water.  The  nest  in 
shape  is  very  like  a  barrel,  and  is  abovit  lin.  long. 
The  male  fish  during  the  breeding  season,  instead  of 
becoming  crimson,  golden,  and  green,  assumes  a 
"  velvety-black."  The  habits  and  character  of  the 
Nine-spined  Stickleback  are  very  Uke  those  of  the 
Three-spined.  The  fish  has  nine  spines  in  front  of 
the  dorsal  fin.  I  have  never  found  one  with  ten 
spines.  The  spines  are  small  and  fine.  It  is  not 
so  stoutly  built  as  the  Three-spined  Stickleback, 
nor  is  its  body  i^rotected  by  plates,  but  is  quite 
smooth.  The  fleshy  part  of  the  tail  is  very  slender. 
The  ventral  fins  each  consist  of  one  bony  spine  and 
no  other  rays.    The  caudal  fin  is  slightly  convex. 

The  Common  or  Yellow  Trout  (Salmo  fario)  is  a 
very  beautiful  and  popular  fish,  and  one  that  will 
live  in  an  aquarium.  The  tank  in  which  it  is  kept 
should  be  of  rather  large  dimensions,  and  ought  to 
present  a  great  surface  of  water  in  proportion  to  its 
size  ;  it  must  also  contain  a  quantity  of  growing 
aquatic  plants.  But  Trout,  however  well  they  may 
be  cared  for,  and  however  suitably  the  aquarium  in 
which  they  are  confined  may  be  constructed,  will 
lose  a  great  deal  of  the  beauty  and  brilhancy  of 
their  colouring.  There  are,  perhaps,  no  fish  whose 
colouring  and  form  are  influenced  so  much  by  food 
and  locahty  as  Trout.  For  instance,  it  has  been 
said  that  the  "  Trout  of  Ljmn  Ogwin,  almost  the 
whole  bottom  of  which  is  formed  of  grass,  have, 
when  first  caught,  a  brilUant  emerald  gloss  over 
their  golden  and  yellow  tints."  And  if  the  bottom 
of  the  water  in  which  Trout  live  is  black,  the 
fish  will  be  very  dark.  Sometimes,  when  the  same 
lake  or  river  varies  in  character  as  to  the  bottom 
soil,  the  Trout  taken  from  the  same  water,  but  from 
different  parts  of  it,  will  also  vary  in  colour.  That 
it  does  not  take  long  for  a  Trout  to  change  the 
shading  of  his  colouring  may  be  easily  proved  by 
placing  a  captured  fish  for  a  few  minutes  only  in  a 
large  white  basin  of  water,  and  he  ■wall  be  seen  to 
grow  pale  under  the  influence  of  the  colour  with 
which  he  is  surrounded.  However.  I  believe  that 
any  fish  will  alter  the  shading  of  its  colours  under 
similar  circumstances.  I  can  remember  my 
astonishment  when  I  first  saw  an  instance  of  this 
chameleon-hke  power  on  the  part  of  fish.  A  good 
many  years  ago  I  had  asked  a  Thames  professional 
fisherman  to  net  me  some  gudgeon  for  an  aquarium. 
A  day  or  two  after  I  had  made  the  request  he  brought 
me  the  gudgeon,  but  more  than  my  tank  could  con- 
veniently hold.  However,  not  wishing  to  send  them 
back,  in  case  some  of  those  which  I  had  retained 
for  the  aquarium  should  die,  I  placed  the  surplus 
fish  (for  the  time  being)  in  a  large  sponge  bath. 
Tliere  they  remained  for  more  than  a  week,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  they  had  become  almost  white. 
Since  then  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  keep  fish 
temporarily  in  a  bath  (not  half  a  bad  receptacle  for 
them),  and  have  not  failed  to  notice  the  great 
influence  which  the  white  interior  has  had  upon  the 
colouring  of  the  different  species  of  fish — a  black 
bass,  for  instance,  becoming  in  a  day  or  two  any- 
thing but  a  black  bass  in  appearance. 

Though  a  Trout  will  live  fairly  well  in  the  stag- 
nant water  of  a  well-formed,  well-arranged,  and 
well-cared-for  aquarium,  it  will  of  course  hve  better 
in  a  tank  which  has  the  advantage  of  a  continually 
flowing  fountain.  Care  must  be  taken,  however, 
that  the  water  which  comes  from  the  fountain  is  of 
a  suitable  character  :  otherwise  it  would  be  wiser 
to  have  no  fountain  at  all. 

The  natural  food  of  the  Trout  is  larvae  of  insects, 
aquatic  insects,  flies,  fresh-water  shrimps,  young 
snails,  worms,  minnows,  ova  and  fry  of  fish.  It  has 
been  often  seen  to  eat  its  own  ova,  soon  after  it  has 
deposited  them.  In  confinement  it  may  be  fed 
upon  minnows,  woims,  many  kinds  of  aquatic 
insects,  flies,  and  especially  fresh-water  shrimps. 
These  last  form  one  of  the  very  best  foods,  making 
the  flesh  of  the  fish  of  the  much  desired  pink  colour  ; 
they  may  be  bred  for  it  according  to  directions 
which  will  be  given  in  another  chapter.  The 
quantity  of  minnows  which  a  tame  Trout  (about 
Tin.  long)  of  mine  ate  was  surprising. 

Trout  3in.  to  Sin.  in  length  are  of  a  suitable  size 
for  the  aquarium.  Fish  of  such  dimensions  may 
be  either  taken  with  a  net  or  caught  with  fly  or 
worm. 

Trout  fed  upon  sviitable  food  will  grow  from  lib. 
to  101b.  in  weight  within  four  or  five  years.  As  the 
Trout  is  so  subject,  owing  to  locality  and  food,  to 
considerable  variety  of  both  form  and  colour,  it  is 
somewhat  difficult  to  describe.  However,  as  a  rule, 
it  may  be  said  that  its  body  is  rather  long  and  com- 


2)ressed  at  the  sides,  its  head  thick,  its  muzzle  wide 
and  blunt,  and  its  eyes  large.  The  upper  part  of  its 
body  is  of  an  olive-green  colour,  the  sides  are  lighter 
in  shade.  The  under  part  is  often  of  a  yellowish 
white.  Its  back  and  sides  are  nearly  always  (moi'c 
or  less)  beautifully  spotted  with  red.  There  are 
two  dorsal  fins,  which  are  far  apart ;  the  first  has 
soft  rays,  and  the  second,  which  is  much  smaller,  is 
without  rays,  and  adipose.  The  front  dorsal  and 
caudal  fins  are  spotted  with  black.  The  other  fins 
are  yellowish  and  edged  with  black. 

(To  he  continued.) 


UP  IN  THE  MOENING  EAELY." 


"  Well,  good-night  all,  and  mind  we  meet  again  at 
daybreak. ' '  Fine  words  and,  over  the  last  pipe  before 
bedtime,  easily  spoken.  So  it  came  about  that  we  all 
promised,  and  retired  to  rest  full  of  a  brave  deter- 
mination to  be  "  up  in  the  morning  early."  It  had 
been  a  merry  evening ;  the  rafters  of  the  old  inn  had 
echoed  and  re-echoed  to  our  song  and  laughter,  for 
his  would  be  a  poor  heart  indeed  that  did  not 
rejoice  in  such  good  company  as  that  of  Jimmie 
and  "The  Bosun."  Jimmie,  the  "quiet  man  in 
the  corner,"  the  man  of  wide  experience,  whose 
least  opinion  is  in  itseK  a  volume  of  advice,  who 
cannot  only  talk  of  the  fish  he  has  landed,  but  is 
able  to  confirm  his  statements  with  the  undeniable 
evidence  of  those  same  fish  securely  cased  and 
hung  round  the  walls  of  his  smoking-room  ;  who, 
even  more  than  our  old  friend  George  Washington, 
would  scorn  to  "  tell  a  lie,"  but  who,  if  he  had  cut 
down  that  cherry-tree,  would  certainly  not  have 
admitted  it  as  freely  as  did  the  "Hero  of  the 
Hatchet."  Who,  being  shown  a  new  water,  will 
take  in  the  situation  at  a  glance,  settle  on  the  best 
spot  almost  as  quickly,  and  if  fish  are  there  to  be 
caught,  may  be  relied  upon  to  catch  them.  In 
direct  opposite  to  him  is  the  Bosun,  the  placid, 
leisurely,  easy-going,  wait-a-minute,  comfortable 
Bosun ;  he  it  is  who  will  start  for  a  long  day's 
outing  with  just  as  little  impedimenta  as  possible: 
one  rod,  no  creel,  no  landing-net,  the  minimum  of 
bait,  and  about  two  hooks,  and  by  the  evening  will 
have  taken  "  such-a-many  "  fish  as  to  need  assist- 
ance from  several  small  boys  to  bring  the  spoil 
home.  And  lastly,  let  me  include  myself,  whose 
constant  plan  it  is  to  go  prepared  for  all  things- 
patent  lines,  special  pastes,  weighty  bait-cans, 
floats  for  still  or  running,  deep  or  shallow  water,  at 
least  four  rods  and  often  as  not  a  roach-pole,  and 
who  at  the  day's  end  is  usually  the  only  one  to 
have  had  Httle  or  no  sport.  Promising  then  to 
rise,  if  not  before  certainly  with  the  lark,  and  with 
a  final  "  no  heel-taps  "  and  a  cheery  good-night,  we 
fell  asleep,  to  dream  perchance  of  those  wonderful 
fish  which,  though  they  come  not  in  our  waking 
hours,  yet  haunt  the  "  midnight  couch  "  of  all  good 
anglers  and  stir  them  to  fresh  ambition  for  the 
coming  day.  Soon  after  dawn  I  was  awakened  by 
the  glorious  sunshine  that  came  peeping  through 
my  rose-grown  latticed  window.  Already  the 
birds  were  singing  in  the  coppice  near  by.  "  Come 
out,"  they  seemed  to  say  ;  "  it  is  June,  come  out." 
A  line  of  "  Ingoldsby  "  ran  through  my  head — 

As  I  laye  a-thynkynge,  a-thynkynge,  a-thynkynge, 
Merrie  sang  the  birde  as  she  sat  upon  the  spraye. 

By  repeating  this  several  times  I  might  have  easily 
fallen  asleep  again,  but  it  was  a  day  to  be  up  and  doing, 
so  five  minutes'  time  saw  me  dressed  and  hasting  on 
my  way  to  call  the  Bosun ;  this  proceeding  proved 
to  be  quite  unnecessary,  as  I  met  him  coming  to 
awake  me,  and  we  joined  forces  and  together  went 
to  rouse  Jimmie.  He  it  was  that  had  been  most 
anxious  about  this  early  rising.  "You  often  get 
more  fish  in  a  few  hours  before  breakfast  than  you 
do  all  day,"  he  had  told  us,  and  it  was  mainly 
owing  to  his  persuasion  that  we  were  up  now. 

"  I  don't  hear  him  moving,  but  jjerhaps  he's 
down  already,"  said  I,  and  headed  for  the  stairs. 

"  Better  just  try  his  room,"  suggested  the  Bosun. 

We  did,  and  there,  sleeping  so  soundly  that  it 
was  difficult  not  to  beUeve  him  to  be  shamming, 
was  the  man  who  had  overnight  impressed  upon  us 
that  above  all  things  we  were  to  be  "  up  in  the 
morning  early."  His  first  remark  on  being  thor- 
oughly shaken  up  I  shall  not,  in  justice  to  him, 
repeat ;  for  one  thing  it  came  in  muffled  tones  from 
beneath  the  clothes,  so  we  may  have  misunderstood 
it ;  at  any  rate  I  will  be  charitable  and  think  so. 
Then  the  Bosun  tried  him.  "  Look  here,  old  fellow, 
we  both  want  j^ou  to  come  along  and  show  us 


where  the  big  bass  are."  The  muffled  voice  seemed 
to  refer  us  to  the  "Mill  Dam";  at  least,  I  am 
certain  of  the  last  word,  though  as  bass  are  sea 
fish  I  may  have  been  mistaken  as  to  the  "  Mill." 

"Your  turn,"  said  the  Bosun;  "appeal  to  his 
sense  of  the  beautiful." 

"Jimmie,"  I  began,  "all  Nature  is  astir,  the 
drowsy  hum  of  a  myriad  insects  fills  the  air,  the 
birds  on  every  tree  are  singing  their  morning  song. 
'  Come  out,'  they  say  ;  '  it  is  June,  come  out.'  " 

This  time  there  was  no  mistake  about  the  voice  ; 
it  told  us  to  "  get  out  then  and  by  all  means  stop 
out." 

As  Jimmie  evidently  considered  his  last  answer 
to  be  final  and  apparently  took  no  further  interest 
in  us,  we  "  stood  not  upon  the  order  of  our  going 
but  went  at  once." 

Staying  only  for  a  moment  in  the  hall  to 
partake  of  the  rum  and  milk  left  for  us — and 
Jimmie — by  the  kindly  hostess,  we  opened  the 
front  door  as  quietly  as  its  ancient  lock  and  heavy 
bolts  allowed  and  stepped  gaily  forth  into  as 
bright,  sunny,  and  joyous  a  morning  as  heart  could 
desire.  Our  way  to  the  sea  lay  along  a  high-built 
path  across  a  stretch  of  marshland ;  tiny  rivulets 
intersected  the  level  ground,  widening  here  and 
there  into  miniature  lakes,  where  hlies,  rushes, 
arrow-head,  and  duckweed,  "  green  mantle  of  the 
standing  pool,"  flourished  and  grew  exceedingly. 
The  path  itself  was  all  ablaze  with  flowers ;  the 
ragged  robin  and  the  ox  eye  daisy,  the  sea  pink 
and  the  scarlet  scabious,  my  lady's  slipper  and  the 
yellow-horned  poppy — all  these  and  many  more 
flaunted  their  bright-hued  petals  in  the  sunshine, 
while  at  even  intervals  the  great  chalk  heaps,  that 
nightly  guide  the  coastguard's  footsteps  on  his 
lonely  walk  along  the  sea-board,  stood  out  wliite 
and  dazzling  from  the  green  meadow  grass  and 
foHage.  At  our  journey's  end  was  the  straggUng 
wooden  pier  that  marked  the  harbour's  mouth,  and 
that,  even  at  this  early  hour,  was  thronged  with 
fishermen  and  boys  busy  with  the  cargoes  of  spoil 
that  were  arriving  in  boats  from  the  smacks  at 
anchor  in  the  bay.  A  Dutch  auction  was  in  vigorous 
progress,  and  we  stayed  awhile  to  listen  and  to 
marvel,  for  this  method  has  always  appeared  to  me 
as  a  most  disappointing  one  for  the  seller,  starting 
as  it  does  at  a  high  figure  and  finishing  at  a  low 
one ;  indeed,  it  seems  on  the  face  of  it  that  by 
waiting  long  enough  the  price  must  of  necessity 
reach  vanishing  point  and  the  goods  be  had  free 
gratis  and  for  nothing.  Our  rods  attracted  much 
attention  from  these  "  sons  of  the  sea."  One  merry 
fisherman,  pointing  to  the  shining  heaps  of  fish, 
suggested  that  we  should  "have  a  try  on  dry 
land,"  while  another  advised  us  to  "  buy  a  few," 
and  added  the  weighty  argument  that  "  'twere 
better  nor  goin'  back  without  any."  A  tempting 
offer  this,  the  more  so  as  we  were  specially  anxious 
to  take  home  a  good  show  as  an  object-lesson  to 
the  errant  Jimmie ;  but,  though  I  will  not  answer 
for  what  we  might  have  done  separately,  together 
we  agreed  it  would  be  most  unsportsman-like,  and 
passed  on  full  of  virtuous  rectitude. 

We  commenced  our  fishing  by  fitting  up  a  long 
line,  one  end  of  which  we  made  fast  to  the  pier 
while  the  other,  baited  with  half  a  herring,  was 
lowered  overboard  and  allowed  to  drift  whitherso- 
ever the  tide  might  take  it ;  this  was  a  pet  idea  of 
the  Bosun's,  and,  as  he  said,  "lent  an  additional 
charm  by  its  never-ending  possibilities."  Unfor- 
tunately up  till  now  the  most  it  had  ever  done  was 
to  hang  up  in  the  rocks  and  cause  a  good  deal  of 
talk  and  temper  when  we  tried  to  haul  it.  How- 
ever, to-day  we  really  did  get  a  bite,  and  that  bite 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  quite  possible 
a  firm  belief  in  that  much-doubted  monster 
the  sea-serpent.  This  particular  harbour  being 
in  daily  touch  with  the  other  side  of  the  Channel 
some  foreign  customs  had  come  across  and  obtained 
a  footing  here ;  among  others  was  the  little  bell 
that  French  anglers  fasten  on  their  rod  tops  to  call 
them  from  the  neighbouring  ca}<'  when  a  fish  has 
been  so  polite  as  to  bite.  We  gave  the  plan  a  trial 
this  morning,  having  robbed  the  hotel  eat  for  that 
jjurpose,  a  robbery  by-the-bye  that  the  cat  rather 
welcomed  than  otherwise,  the  bells  having  been 
hung  round  his  neck  by  a  sympathetic  mistress  to 
give  the  "  poor  birds "  timely  warning  of  his 
approach.  Having  baited  and  cast  weU  out  I  sat 
quietly  down  to  await  results  and  hsten  for  the 
welcome  "  tinkle,  tinkle,"  and  this  being  long 
in  coming  gave  me  time  to  attend  to  the  Bosun, 
who,  I  knew  from  experience,  must  be  wanting 
something. 
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"  Your  line  seems  very  slack,"  I  said. 

"  Yes  ;  no  lead." 

•'  Well,  put  some  on  then." 

"  Didn't  bring  any." 

On  my  inquiring  "  Why  not  ?  "  it  seemed  that 
he  thought  lead  "  heavy  and  cumbersome,"  also  he 
was  "  sure  I  should  have  plenty."  With  the  Bosun 
it  has  become  an  accepted  rule  that  everything  is 
to  be  found  in  my  creel,  and  not  liking  to  shake 
this  "simple  faith"  I  humoured  him  and  produced 
a  "  sinker."  "  Thanks  !  Oh  !  and  could  I  obhge 
him  with  some  hooks  ?  "  "  Thanks  !  "  "  Anything 
else?"  "Well,  yes,  a  cast  if  I  could  spare  it." 
"  Tlianks  !  "    "  Anything  else  ?  "    "  Yes,  some  bait, 

please.     Thanks!"     "Any  "    Well,  whether 

he  would  have  dared  to  require  "anything  else  "  I 
shall  never  know,  for  at  that  moment  there  broke 
upon  our  conversation  a  tremendous  thikling  of 
my  bell,  while  the  rod  shook  violently  and  showed 
a  strong  tendency  to  leap  seawards. 

"  The  next  time  you  come,  love,  pray  come 
with  a  ring  ! "  cried  the  Bosun  as  he  dived  into 
my  creel  for  the  landing-net  and  hastily  put  it 
together. 

Meanwhile  my  heavy  sea  winch  sang  out  so  loudly 
on  the  silent  morning  air  that  a  flock  of  gulls 
pluming  themselves  on  a  buoy  nearly  started  at 
the  sound  and  flew  noisily  away  uttering  a  shrill 
chorus  of  alarm.  It  was  impossible  to  check  the 
first  wild  rush  of  the  fish,  and  he  must  have  been 
fifty  yards  or  more  distant  ere  I  could  attempt  to 
turn  him  ;  the  strong  rush  of  the  outgoing  tide,  and 
the  fact  that  we  were  forty  feet  above  sea-level, 
added  considerably  to  the  difficulties  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  I  saw  that  somehow  the  fish  must  be  worked 
round  into  the  slack  water  behind  the  pier  before 
any  attempt  could  be  made  to  land  him.  Meanwhile 
the  Bosun  had  discovered  a  narrow  ladder  hung 
over  the  side,  its  rungs  slippery  with  green  weed 
and  afiordmg  but  uncertain  foothold  even  in  calmer 
moments ;  down  it,  however,  my  intrepid  friend 
had  chmbed,  and  heedless  of  the  subsequent 
appearance  of  his  clothes  sat  himself  on  the  lowest 
rung  and  eagerly  awaited  his  opportunity  with  the 
net.  A  flash  of  silver  seen  twice  when  my  fish 
came  to  the  surface  and  the  fierce  masterful  way 
in  which  he  plunged  and  struggled  told  me  I  had 
hooked  a  heavy  bass  and  one  that  would  fight  well 
to  the  finish  ;  slowly,  unwillingly  he  came  into  the 
side,  seeking  vainly  for  a  beam  round  which  to  run 
and  break  me  ;  but  the  pier-head  is  an  even  wall  of 
wood,  solid  built,  and  offers  no  possible  hiding  place, 
so  the  fish  had  nothing  but  his  fast  weakening 
strength  to  rely  on,  though  but  for  the  Bosun 
keeping  cool  and  being  ready  at  the  critical  moment 
with  the  net,  which,  considering  his  wave-washed 
and  perilous  position,  he  manipulated  wonderfully, 
I  firmly  believe  that  gallant  ten-pound  salmon  bass 
would  never  have  been  ours.  Having  safely  restored 
the  half-wet-through  hero  to  dry  land,  or,  as  he  put 
it,  "on  deck,"  I  accepted  his  offer  of  "a  glass  of 
water  with  a  cinder  in  it,"  which  proved  to  be  an 
excellent  liquor  of  Scotch  extraction,  and  did  great 
credit  to  the  Bosun's  powers  of  selection ;  this 
welcome  interruption  was  barely  at  an  end  when  a 
fresh  excitement  arose. 

We  were  busily  baiting  for  a  fresh  cast  when  a 
sort  of  crackling  noise  hke  distant  fireworks  broke 
upon  our  ears ;  it  was  the  long  line,  and  the  cord, 
being  quite  new,  was  evidently  stretching  under  some 
great  strain.  Down  went  our  rods  and  together  we 
ran  helter-skelter  to  the  scene  of  action.  Alas  !  ere 
we  could  reach  it  the  line  slackened,  and  then, 
tightening  again,  snapped  with  a  report  so  like  a 
pistol-shot  that  the  crew  of  a  passing  smack  in- 
voluntarily ducked,  and  then  cautiously  reappear- 
ing clapped  on  all  sail  for  home.  What  it  really 
was  that  broke  away  is  but  conjecture;  lam  con- 
vinced that  it  could  have  been  nothing  less  than  a 
hundred-pound  conger-eel ;  the  Bosun  is  equally 
certain  that  it  was  a  monstrous  ground  shark,  while 
Jimmie,  who  by-the-bye  we  kept  waiting  half-an- 
hour  for  his  morning  meal,  and  who  was  propor- 
tionately cross,  could  not  be  roused  to  any  sort  of 
interest  or  even  belief  in  the  matter.  We  were 
determined  he  should  though,  and  gave  him  fresh 
details  and  particulars  as  fast  as  we  could  think  of 
them,  adding  little  touches  which,  though  possibly 
not  quite  the  truth,  yet  made  the  story  more  artistic 
and  convincing.  Our  "quiet  man"  bore  it  all  in 
silence  for  some  time  and  then  announced  it  as  his 
firm  and  final  opinion  that  it  was  not  a  fish  at  all, 
but  that  the  line  had  caught  in  the  keel  of  the 
fishing  smack.    This  nettled  the  Bosun. 

If  you'd  risen  at  daybreak  as  we  did  you  might 


express  an  opinion  on  what  happened,"  said  he 
with  a  sniff  of  pardonable  pride. 

Jimmie  smiled  and  replied  much  as  Dr.  Johnson 
did  when  the  patient  Boswell  asked  him  his  opinion 
on  "early  rising."  "  Sir,"  said  the  great  Doctor, 
"  a  man  who  gets  up  early  is  conceited  all  the 
morning,  cross  all  the  afternoon,  and  tired  all  the 
evening." 

The  good-tempered  Bosun,  feeling  the  truth  of 
this,  quietly  produced  his  flask  with  its  famous 
"cinder"  mixture  as  a  peace-offering,  and  while 
this  little  ceremony  was  taking  place  I  softly 
whistled  them,  as  being  most  appropriate  to  the 
occasion,  the  old  Scotch  air — 

Up  in  the  mornings  no  for  me, 

Up  in  the  morning  airly  ; 
I'd  rather  gang  snpporless  tao  ma  bed 
Than  be  up  in  the  morning  airly. 

Robert  Stanley. 


THE  "  GRESHAM  "  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Extracts  prom  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
FOR  THE  Year  1902. 

The  committee  desire  to  congratulate  the  mem- 
bers upon  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  society, 
which  is  now  in  a  more  prosperous  position  than  it 
has  ever  been.  The  waters  at  Kelvedon,  held  on 
lease  by  the  society,  have  been  further  extended. 
New  bailiffs  have  been  appointed  for  the  protection 
and  preservation  of  the  river,  and  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  a  more  effective  supervision  of 
the  whole  of  the  stretches.  The  fishing  on  the  river 
Chess,  rented  by  the  society,  has  fully  maintained 
its  excellence  in  spite  of  the  unpropitious  season, 
from  which  this,  in  common  with  other  rivers,  has 
suffered.  Many  trout  of  21b.  and  upwards  have 
been  taken  during  the  year,  and  the  river  still  con- 
tains a  good  head  of  sizeable  fish,  the  result  of 
.•systematic  re-stocking  by  the  society  ;  and  in  order 
that  the  supply  may  be  maintained,  six  hundred 
brown  trout  have  been  purchased,  and  will  be 
placed  in  the  waters  in  February  next.  The 
arrangements  made  before  the  opening  of  the  trout 
season,  for  giving  instruction  to  novices  in  the  art 
of  fly  fishing,  have  been  carried  out  and  have  given 
great  satisfaction  to  several  members.  These  in- 
structions will  be  continued  in  the  ensuing  season, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  even  more  members  will  take 
advantage  of  this  innovation.  The  members  enjoy 
the  privilege  of  taking  friends  to  fish  either  of  these 
waters,  for  which  a  nominal  fee  is  charged,  the  sum 
so  derived  being  devoted,  with  other  moneys,  to  the 
re-stocking  of  the  waters.  As  in  former  years,  this 
plan  has  been  largely  availed  of,  much  to  the 
society's  benefit,  and  we  are  glad  to  note  that  in 
many  cases  capital  takes  of  fish  have  fallen  to 
visitors'  rods.  Sea  fishing  still  remains  a  leading 
feature,  and  the  high  standard  adopted  by  the 
society  has  proved  very  satisfactory. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Walker,  owing  to  ill  health,  is  compelled  to  tender 
his  resignation  from  the  office  he  has  so  ably  held 
and  efficiently  conducted  for  some  time  past. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 
F.  E.  Eldred,  acting  hon.  sec. 


LUNE,  WYRE,  KBER,  AND  COCKER 
FISHERY  DISTRICT. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  for  1902. 

The  season  of  1902  has,  I  think,  without  doubt, 
been  somewhat  better  than  the  previous  year, 
owing,  probably,  to  some  extent  to  the  weather 
being  more  favourable.  More  salmon  reached  the 
upper  waters  before  the  close  of  the  fishing  season 
than  in  the  last  few  years,  and  consequently  more 
fish  were  caught  with  rod  and  line  than  for  some 
years  past.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
(and  it  is,  of  course,  difficult  to  obtain  absolute 
accurate  figures),  over  seventy  salmon  have  been 
caught  by  rod  and  line,  the  largest  number  caught 
by  one  individual  being  six.  It  is  more  difficult 
to  ascertain  how  the  fishermen  in  the  estuary  have 
done,  but  from  the  information  obtained  I  think 
they  also  have  had  a  slightly  better  season  than 
last.  There  are  a  larger  number  of  salmon  on  the 
spawning  beds  than  there  have  been  for  some 
years. 

Again  I  have  to  repdrt  that  large  numbers  of 
trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Lune  ;  more,  I  think, 
than  in  any  previous  year.  The  weather  was  of 
course  more  favourable  to  trout  fishing  than  the 
previous  year.  The  number  of  trout  licenses  issued 
during  the  season  was  1,153.  This  is  the  largest 
number  ever  issued  by  the  Board,  and  is  nearly 
two  hundred  more  than  last  year. 

The  number  of  pike  killed  by  the  water  bailiffs  in 
the  Lune  in  1902  was  42,  as  compared  with  108  in 


1901.  This  is,  I  consider,  satisfactory,  u,s  I  hope  it 
shows  they  are  getting  fewer  in  number.  The 
mmiber  killed  since  1894  now  amounts  to  1884.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  trout  have 
increased  and  the  trout  fishing  improved  every  year 
since  1894,  which  was  the  first  year  the  killing  of 
pike  by  the  Board's  water  bailiffs  was  coiiuiienced. 

Plans  for  fish  passes  in  Scorton  weir  on  the  river 
Wyre,  and  Thurland  Castle  weir  on  the  Greta,  are 
now  before  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  these  weirs 
have  been  inHpettod  by  Mr.  Fryer  during  the  course 
of  the  year.  A  now  fish  pass  or  "diagonal"  has 
also  been  erected  in  the  new  weir  at  Ingleton, 
whicli  has  also  been  inspected  by  Mr.  Fryer. 

I  regret  to  say  the  Hoard  still  receive  complaints 
of  a  number  of  pollutions  of  various  rivers  and 
streams.  During  the  year  a  petition  was  presented 
by  the  Board  to  tlio  Lancashire  Countj'  Council  as 
to  the  state  of  the  estuary  of  tho  Lun(5. 

I  am  extremely  pleased  to  ho  able  to  report  a 
balance  of  £80  17s.  Id.  to  the  credit  of  tho  Board. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  was  a 
debit  balance  of  £3  Is.  2d.  The  new  10s.  license 
duty  on  rods  above  Kirkby  Lonsdale  bridge  has,  I 
think,  been  successful,  so  far  at  any  rate  as  pro- 
viding a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Board ;  and  the 
satisfactory  result  of  the  year's  working  is,  I  con- 
sider, entirely  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  revenue 
from  rod  and  line  licenses,  the  following  figures  a-s 
to  which  may  be  interesting . — 

1901.  1902. 

Salmon  rod  and  line  licenses  £65  10    0    £93  13  0 
Trout  rod  and  line  licenses.. .£123    2    6  £144    2  6 
Mr.  .1.  T.  Sanderson, 
Cleric  and  Solicitor  to  the  Board. 
67,  Church -street,  Lancaster. 


ABBEY  MILLS  SICK  BENEFIT  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held 
recently.  In  the  absence  of  the  president.  Colonel 
H.  S.  Bartleet,  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Smith,  chairman  of  the  committee.  The  statement 
of  accoimts  for  the  past  year  was  presented  by  the 
secretary,  Mr.  B.  Perkins,  and  showed  that  the  total 
income,  including  the  balance  brought  forward  last 
year,  amounted  to  £328  6s.  The  payments  included 
£92  7s.  3d.  for  sick  pay,  and  the  division  amongst 
the  members  by  way  of  bonus  at  Christmas  was 
£105  10s.  1  Id.,  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  £55.  The 
income  of  the  benevolent  fund  during  the  past  year, 
including  the  balance  in  hand,  was  £57  14s.  lOd., 
from  which  grants  had  been  made  of  £19  Is.  to 
workpeople  by  way  of  relief  in  cases  of  exceptional 
need,  £15  15s.  to  the  Hospital  Saturday  Fund,  £4  4s. 
to  the  Nursing  Association,  £2  2s.  to  the  Smallwood 
Hospital,  and  £5  5s.  to  various  medical  charities  for 
tickets,  leaving  a  balance  of  £11  7s.  lOd.  in  hand. 
The  sum  of  £21  had  also  been  contributed  from  the 
sick  club  fimd  to  the  Technical  School  building  fund. 
It  was  decided  to  make  the  same  grants  to  the 
medical  charities  as  last  year,  leaving  the  amount 
to  be  paid  to  the  Hospital  Saturda}'  Fund  to  be 
fixed  by  the  committee.  The  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  were  appointed,  the  whole  of  the  committee 
being  re-elected.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
concluded  the  business. — Eedditch  Indicator. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — Roach  fishing 
has  now  commenced  in  earnest  on  the  Thames,  and 
some  heavy  takes  of  fish  have  been  had  in  many 
parts  of  the  river.  Tuesday's  rain  put  a  little  more 
colour  into  the  water  on  Wednesday,  and  rather 
spoilt  sport  on  the  lower  reaches,  but  the  higher 
parts  were  only  affected  to  advantage.  Between 
Hampton  Court  and  Thames  Ditton  J.  Hennings 
and  his  brother  have  had  roach  up  to  lib.  13^02. 
At  Sunbury  Mr.  A.  Hart,  of  the  K.P.S.,  when  chub 
fishing  met  with  a  strange  piscatorial  incident.  A 
small  mussel  (which  was  attached  to  a  stone 
of  about  lib.  in  weight)  opened  its  shell  and 
nipped  the  gut  of  the  hook,  holding  on  tight. 
The  angler  at  first  thought  he  w'as  into  a  heavy 
chub,  but  soon  discovered  that  that  was  a  mistake. 
By  drawing  steadily  on  the  line  he  lifted  the  stone 
from  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  then  foimd  that 
the  mussel  was  holding  on  to  both  the  gut  and  the 
stone.  On  Thursday  morning  the  river  was  fairly 
well  coloured,  but  should  have  toned  down  by  the 
end  of  the  week  to  a  good  tint.  The  KLP.S.  will 
hold  a  chub  competition  on  the  Thames  on  Feb.  8 
and  9. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Teddingrton  Weir). — Plenty  of  dace  been 

caught,  ten  to  twelve  dozen  per  day.  There  have 
been  twenty  jack  taken  at  the  Weir  this  week. 
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With  Mr.  Curtis  and  Mr.  J.  James  I  got  four  jack, 
two  perch  (lib.  each)  in  two  hours.  Water  will  be 
in  lovely  condition  for  Jan.  31  and  Feb.  1. — W. 
^McBride. 

Bottisham  Lock  (Waterbeach.). — The  river  just 
now  is  in  splendid  condition  for  all-round  angling ; 
some  parts  of  the  day  the  wind  has  been  trouble- 
some, but  it  has  improved  the  bank  angling  for 
comfort,  which  is  very  clean.  A  large  quantity  of 
pike  are  now  coming  up  stream  ;  several  had  during 
the  week  as  many  as  six  fish  to  a  rod,  from  chub 
size  to  41b.  each,  other  anglers  three  and  four 
fish  to  a  rod.  The  roach  have  been  giving  good 
sport ;  those  fishing  with  paste  have  had  forty  fish 
(bait-sized  rod),  others,  fishing  with  creed  wheat, 
have  had  some  lovely  fish  up  to  Jib.  each. — John 
O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — In  connection  with 
the  excellent  fishing  at  Turf,  a  trip  that  can  be 
made  on  foot,  by  boat,  by  rail,  or  on  wheel,  I  am 
glad  to  mention  that  the  Navigation  Committee, 
through  its  town  clerk,  have  invited  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dixon  to  still  further  enhance  the  attractions  of 
this  spot  for  the  accommodation  of  all  visitors  and 
anglers  generally.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  resort,  and 
noted  for  its  general  good  fishing,  and  in  the  season 
its  whitebait  dinners,  suppers,  and  teas  are  much 
appreciated.  Perch,  pike,  roach,  carp,  and  tench  fish- 
ing is  really  good  here,  and  specimens  are  not  by  any 
means  rare,  the  best  locale  on  this  six  miles  of  water 
being  Turf,  Topsham,  Block  House,  Lime  Kilns, 
and  Countess  Weir.  The  river  itself  is  now  in  good 
condition  for  fishing,  but  the  unsettled  weather  still 
continues.  To-day  a  fine  svmny  day  has  come,  and 
if  this  continues  the  prospects  are  favourable  for  the 
next  few  days.  A  few  pike  have  been  taken  at 
Cowley,  near  St.  David's  Station,  and  at  Exwick, 
but  in  the  canal  only  indifferent  sport  has  been 
obtained. — "Red  Palmer." 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cauibs). — 
Angling  has  not  been  resumed  in  this  district  since 
the  break  up  of  the  frost.  The  downpour  was  very 
heavy  which  preceded  it,  and  the  drains  were  in  a 
high  condition  when  frost  attacked  them.  There 
was  scarcely  a  swim  in  the  Forty-foot  that  was 
open,  and  only  here  and  there  was  it  approachable. 
I  have  heard  a  few  baskets  were  got  on  some  of  the 
roach  lengths  at  Surfleet,  Outwell,  and  other  spot-s, 
but  the  information  is  not  reliable.  Nothing  has 
been  done  with  the  trolling  rod. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea,  Stort,  and 
Beane  were  in  condition  on  Wednesday,  but  as  no 
reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  weather,  they  may  be 
just  the  reverse  by  the  week-end.  It  would  take 
very  little  more  heavy  rain  to  bring  down  the  Lea 
and  its  tribvitaries  in  flood.  This  week  boisterous 
winds  have  much  interfered  with  the  pursuit  of 
the  roach,  but  at  times  some  good-sized  fish  have 
been  captured,  both  in  upper  and  lower  reaches. 
At  Hertford  roach  up  to  lib.  6oz.  have  been  brought 
to  bank,  and  in  the  Ponders  End  waters  roach  up 
to  lib.  3oz.  have  been  basketed.  Some  pike  have 
been  landed  at  Broxbourne.  Anglers  who  have 
permission  to  fish  the  Beane  should  give  attention 
to  its  fine  dace,  and  the  upper  waters  of  the  Stort 
ought  to  yield  some  good-class  roach  now.  The  Lea, 
on  Wednesday,  was  in  nice  colour  for  roach  fishing. 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

Lug'g'  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — -Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  rather  high,  and  have  a 
slight  stain  (fti  them,  but  not  too  much  as  to  effect 
the  prospects  of  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable  ;  fortunately,  the  fogs  of  last  week  have 
gone  ;  in  place  we  have  had  rain  followed  by  gales  of 
wind  at  night,  then  fine  days  with  some  sunshine, 
and  this  has  made  the  fish  begin  to  move  and  to  rise 
a  litt'e.  Angling  has  been  slov.',  but  if  the  weather 
holds  fine  by  the  end  of  the  week  there  should  be 
some  good  sport  had  in  both  rivers.  The  Pinsley  is 
in  order. — Gwynne. 

Luggf,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland). — 
Changeable  weather,  with  at  times  strong  winds 
and  heavy  rain  storms,  have  kept  these  rivers  too 
high  for  fishing,  and  they  have  also  the  appearance 
of  containing  dissolved  snow  and  ice.  Till  some 
settled  fine  weather  obtains  there  will  be  but  little 
chance  of  sport.  We  are  now  beginning  to  look 
forward  to  the  opening  of  the  trout  season,  March  2, 
and  as  far  as  we  can  judge  at  present  the  prospects 
seem  promising,  there  being  a  good  stock  of  fish, 
and  the  rivers  will  be  likely  to  retain  a  full  normal 
flow  of  water,  as  the  springs  have  all  now  been 
thoroughly  refreshed. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  —  The  vagaries  of  the 
weather  for  the  past  two  or  three  weeks  are 
responsible  for  the  inactivity  of  our  anglers  in  this 
district,  and  many  are  anxious  to  get  a  little  more 
pike  fishing  before  the  season  closes,  which  is  fixed 
by  our  local  angling  association  as  Feb.  15,  but  the 
general  date  in  open  waters  here  is  March  15.  If 
the  weather  remains  for  a  few  days  like  to-day 
Wednesday)  there  will  be  every  prospect  for  more 
sport  before  closing  time, — E.  A.  S. 


Ouse  (Holywell  Terry). — Although  we  have 
had  very  high  winds  here,  pike  have  been  feeding 
well.  The  water  is  in  thurougli  g<.)od  general  con 
dition,  Mr.  Wailes  and  another  gentleman  and  Mr. 
Vansen  taking  a  nice  lot.  On  Sunday  the  best  was 
taken,  IS^lb.,  and  one  gentlem&n  from  London  I 
hear  got  close  upon  a  hundredweight  in  four  days, 
so  things  have  been  looking  very  bright,  as  they 
mostly  do  here  as  the  season  draws  to  a  close  ;  but 
it  has  wanted  some  pluck  to  stand  it  all  day  on 
several  occasions  this  week. — A.  Scard. 

  (Huntingdon). — The  frost  and  subsequent 

push  of  water  has  considerably  improved  prospects 
in  this  neighbourhood.  Several  pike  were  taken  at 
the  end  of  last  week,  though  the  water  was  rather 
thick.  It  is  rapidly  getting  into  splendid  colour, 
and  anglers  who  could  visit  the  water  at  once  would, 
I  feel  sure,  be  well  rewarded. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  now  in  splendid 
condition  for  all  and  every  kind  of  fishing.  One  rod 
recently,  six  pike,  48|lb..  largest  fish  10i|b.  ;  same 
rod,  another  day,  one  pike,  lllb.  12oz.,  altogether 
about  twenty  pike,  weighing  1501b.,  taken  since 
Thursday,  Jan.  22.  Some  nice  roach  also  taken  up 
to  lib.  4joz.  Prospects  are  good  for  the  next  week, 
and  anyone  wanting  a  few  good  days'  sport  can 
depend  upon  getting   it  at   St.  Ives. — Edward 

COLLINSON. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  river  was  in  good 
order  for  pike  fishing  up  to  the  end  of  last  week, 
and  satisfactory  sport  was  obtained,  particularly 
below  Shrewsbury,  but  a  return  of  rainy  and  windy 
weather  soon  caused  the  stream  to  rise  and  become 
discoloured.  On  Jan.  22  a  very  handsome  and  well 
conditioned  pike  of  nearly  IGlb.  was  caught  at 
Prinley,  immediately  above  Uffington.  by  Mr.  G, 
Morris,  of  Ditherington,  Shrewsbury.  The  pike, 
which  took  a  live  bait,  was  34in.  long,  and  was  19in. 
in  girth.  Mr.  Mann,  of  Berrington,  fishing  lower 
down  stream  on  the  day  following,  caught  a  pike  of 
151b.  There  are  many  of  these  large  fish  both  above 
and  below  Shrewsbury.  Live  bait  fishing  is  recom- 
mended in  preference  to  spinning,  but  visiting  anglers 
are  advised  to  bring  a  supply  of  live  baits,  or  order 
them  from  reliable  dealers,  as  they  are  most  difficult 
to  obtain  locally. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — After  a  slight  frost  towards  the  close  of 
last  week,  when  the  rivers  were  in  good  condition 
for  angling,  another  change  for  the  worse  took 
place  and  frequent  showers  of  rain  have  again 
caused  these  rivers  to  rise  above  their  average 
level,  and  for  some  days  past  they  have  been 
much  discoloured.  At  present  there  is  every 
appearance  of  a  change  for  the  better  as  the 
atmosphere  is  exceedingly  mild  for  the  time 
of  year,  the  wind  in  the  south-west,  and  the  slight 
passing  showers  have  not  affected  the  rivers,  which 
are  fast  regaining  their  ordinary  level,  and  in  a  few 
days  the  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  will  be  in  excellent 
condition.  The  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  which 
was  frozen  over,  is  again  free  from  ice,  and  is  afford- 
ing fair  sport  with  pike,  chub,  perch,  and  other 
coarse  fish.  The  snow  has  also  quite  disappeared 
from  all  the  Welsh  mountains  in  this  neighbourhood. 
— Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  SuflFolk).— Angling  for  the  past 
fortnight  has  been  very  slow,  a  lot  of  ice-water 
being  in  the  river.  A  large  number  of  anglers  were 
out  on  Jan.  25,  but  catches  were  very  small.  The 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  fished  a  match  for 
eleven  piizes,  of  which  nine  were  taken,  but  the 
united  bag  would  not  have  been  a  heavy  one.  The 
West  Ham  Brothers  had  a  pike  fishing  contest,  and 
most  of  them  had  fish,  but  nothing  heavy.  A  few 
roach  up  to  lib.  each  were  taken,  gentles  or  paste 
being  the  best  baits.  With  settled  weather  some 
good  sport  ought  now  to  be  had. — W.  T,  Bain- 
bridge. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — Rain  day  and  night  has  been  the  routine  of 
the  week's  weather — a  few  hours'  sunshine  has  occa- 
sionally infused  a  little  life  into  the  gloomy  sur- 
roundings. Angling  is  at  a  deadlock,  rivers  keep 
high  and  thick,  each  succeeding  shower  on  the 
saturated  soil  carries  its  quota  of  mud  and  debris 
from  drains  and  brooks  to  the  rivers,  and  although 
the  tidal  waters  quickly  clear,  the  up-country  floods 
make  angling  prospects  very  remote.  Three  con- 
secutive wet  Sundays  we  have  experienced.  Chi- 
chester Canal  is  in  fair  order,  and  a  few  miserable 
looking  anglers  may  be  seen  bottom  fishing — catching 
more  colds  than  fish.  A  pike  of  41b.  was  taken  on 
Monday  near  Donnington,  spinning  with  sprat. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Before  another  week  has  gone 
fishermen  will  be  thinking  of  the  good  times  coming, 
and  rods,  reels,  flies,  etc.,  will  be  looked  over,  or 
should  be.  Rivers  are  up  well,  and  with  little  frost 
and  no  snow  much  trout  should  be  eager  to  catch 
at  an  artificial  fly.  The  trout  licences  yielded  a 
good  amount,  and  a  fresh  supply  of  trout  will  be 
placed  in  the  rivers.    Devon  is  early  for  trout,  and 


some  streams  are  in  good  condition  in  February.  I 
hear  the  sahnets  are  gone  down,  and  salmon  which 
came  up  late  were  plentiful. — Ru.srY  Gawk. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  in  fair  order  for  angling  and  by  the  end  of 
the  week  should  be  in  good  condition.  The  weather 
has  been  unsettled,  and  the  fogs  have  now  gone, 
and  has  been  followed  by  some  sharp  rail  accom- 
panied by  strong  gales  of  wind  at  night,  and  fine 
warm  days,  but  it  still  threatens  rain.  Angling  has 
been  rather  slow  although  the  fish  have  been 
more  on  the  move,  and  have  been  rising 
between  10  and  2  o'clock.  Roach,  dace,  and 
chvibb  are  well  on  the  feed  and  have  been 
taking  maggot  and  worm.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
out  and  have  had  fair  sport,  and  nice-sized  grayling 
have  been  landed.  Pike  fishing  has  been  tried,  but 
sport  has  not  been  brisk.  On  Monday,  with  maggot 
and  grasshopper,  some  nice  fish  were  landed  below 
the  town.  Fishing  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
with  fly  resulted  in  a  few  nice  grayling  and  some 
coarse  fish  being  landed.  With  finer  weather  there 
should  be  good  sport  in  this  part.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  fair  order ;  little 
fishing  done  in  them  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  water  has 

been  visited  with  some  good  falls  of  rain,  which  has 
helped  to  clear  the  snow  water  out  of  the  river.  The 
river  is  rather  high,  but  not  too  high  for  fishing, 
and  the  fish  have  been  inclined  to  feed.  The  weather 
has  been  changeable,  rain  coming  at  night  followed 
by  fine  days  with  some  sunshine,  and  the  prospects 
of  sport  are  more  hopeful.  A  few  rods  have  been 
out  between  11  a.m.  and  2  p.m.  in  the  day,  but 
sport  has  not  been  good.  By  the  end  of  the  week 
fly  fishing  should  be  good,  and  good  grayling  taken. 
Maggot  and  grasshopper  fishing  should  be  success- 
ful-— Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Biivers. — Some  of  the  Scotch  rivers  have  already 
yielded  good  sport,  the  salmon  being  in  good  con- 
dition and  plenty  of  them.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  on  the  Till,  and  the  small  red  worm  has 
accounted  for  a  fair  quantity  of  fish.  One  of  my 
customers  told  me  that  grayling  are  already  going 
back  in  condition,  and  ho  expects  an  early  spawning 
of  these  fish.  A  few  dace  have  been  basketed  on 
the  Tyne.  My  latest  report  of  this  noble  river  is, 
fresh-run  fish  have  been  seen  in  fairly  good  numbers. 
The  coquet,  always  a  source  of  real  sport,  is 
expected,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  think  that 
tight  lines  and  plenty  of  them  will  be  the  result. — 
Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
87  Grey-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Welland  (Stamford). —  Local  anglers  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  the  Welland  has  received  a 
large  addition  to  its  live  stock  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Stamford.  Two  days  have  been  spent  in  draining 
the  pond  at  Fineshade  Abbey  for  the  purpose  of 
stocking  it  with  trout ;  all  the  fish  caught  have 
been  transferred  to  the  Welland,  and  included : 
pike,  21b.  and  over,  70  ;  under  21b,  130  ;  tench  over 
lib.,  85;  under  lib.,  220;  bream  over  31b.,  50; 
under  31b.,  300  ;  and  perch,  silver  bream,  rudd,  and 
roach  too  numerous  to  count. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lines).  — 
Angling  has  been  out  of  order  to  a  great  extent  all 
along  the  Witham.  What  with  getting  rid  of  the 
frost  on  the  top  of  the  water  and  the  snow  on  the 
land,  along  with  the  heavy  fogs  which  have  prevailed 
in  some  places,  sport  has  been  uninviting,  though 
by  the  week-end  it  was  practicable.  Reports  are 
very  meagre.  Fishing  below  the  Stanch  Hole  at 
Kirkby  a  Horncastle  angler  appears  to  have  got 
among  the  fish ;  on  one  occasion  he  made  up  a 
basket  of  141b.  of  chub  and  roach.  Sport  in  the 
Coningsby  district  of  the  Bain  has  only  been  per- 
sued  by  an  occasional  visitor,  and  not  much  appears 
to  have  resulted  from  his  visit.  The  big  chub  which 
lie  in  the  waters  below  the  mill  hav^  not  been  heard 
of,  but  roach  and  dace  appear  to  h^ve  been  rather 
more  lively.  Odd  takes  are  also  recorded  at  drain 
ends. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — LTp  to  Saturday  last  rodsters  have 
met  with  very  fair  results.  I  hear  that  anglers 
have  picked  up  a  few  brace  of  grayling  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  daily  at  Grassington 
and  Burnsall.  In  the  Ukley  length  some  fair  sport 
has  been  met  by  a  few  of  its  members.  On  Friday 
Mr.  C.  Leech  and  other  anglers  had  very  fair 
sport.  Below  this  point  down  to  Harewood 
Bridge  scarcely  a  rod  has  been  seen  out.  A 
fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  seen  at 
Harewood,  Colhngham  Bridge,  Wetherby,  and 
Boston  Spa  ;  sport  has  been  good  amongst  the  pike 
and  grayling.  In  the  Harewood  length,  on  Satur- 
day last,  Mr.  J.  Grassham  landed  four  pike  with 
live  bait,  the  heaviest  weighing  about  51b.  JMr.  W^. 
Grassham  also  had  fair  sport  amongst  the  jack, 
securing  three .  with  live  bait.  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill 
and  his  son  had  nice  sport  amongst  the  grayling 
the  same  day,  their  combined  basket  containing 
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eighteen  fish,  several  weighing  about  |-]b.  each. 
The  best  panniers  of  grayling  continue  to  be  made 
with  swimming  the  cockspur  worm  and  maggot. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  seen  on  the  Yore,  from 
Hawes  right  down  to  Ripon,  owing  to  the  river 
being  simply  flooded,  in  fact  the  heaviest  flood  had 
for  years.  Since  Saturday  (Jan.  24)  we  have  had 
nothing  but  high  winds  and  rain  at  intervals  in 
the  West  Riding,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the 
Wharfe  in  the  upper  reaches  is  running  very  high 
at  Burnsall,  Addingham  and  Bolton  Woods.  Near 
the  Low  Mill,  Addingham,  the  river  overflowed  the 
banks  right  on  the  road,  preventing  the  work  people 
frem  getting  to  work  on  Tuesday.  At  Bolton 
Bridge  the  river  filled  the  arches  of  the  foot-bridge 
at  the  stepping-stones,  and  for  a  while  washed  over 
the  bridge.  In  the  lower  reaches  it  has  flooded  the 
fields.  The  Ouse  at  York  has  overflowed  its  banks 
right  on  to  the  New  Walk.  By  the  time  this 
report  gets  into  print  and  is  read  over  most  of 
the  Yorkshire  Club  waters  will  have  closed  for 
grayling  fishing.  On  the  Yore,  the  Hawes  and 
High  Abbotside  Angling  Association  close  their 
waters  Feb.  1,  and  Tanfield  Club  will  be  closed  on 
Feb.  15.  On  the  Wharfe  no  grayling  fishing  on  the 
Grassington  after  Feb.  1.  The  length  from  Linton 
Stepping  Stones  to  Barden  Bridge,  belonging  to  the 
Barden  and  Burnsall  Club,  will  be  closed  until 
March  31.  A  little  advice  I  can  give  to  the  trout 
fishers  is,  now's  the  time  to  have  their  rods,  reels, 
flies  to  pattern,  also  their  waterproofs,  seen  to 
before  the  season  commences. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Cuilfail  Hotel  (Kilmelford). — Jan.  24  witnessed 
the  annual  stocking  of  the  hotel  waters  with  a  large 
consignment  of  rainbow  trout  (yearling),  averaging 
from  6in.  to  7in.  each.  Mr.  John  Macfadyen  has 
experimented  for  several  years  with  this  trout,  and 
has  found  it  to  be  of  rapid  growth  and  exceedingly 
game.  Tlie  fish  were  supplied  by  the  Oakenclough 
Fishery,  Lancashire,  and  arrived  in  excellent  con- 
dition. 

Deveron. — The  spawning  season  on  the  river 
Deveron  has  been  one  of  the  best  for  a  number  of 
years,  both  as  regards  number  of  fish  and  weather. 
There  has  been  no  excessive  flooding  to  damage  the 
beds,  the  river  having  been  in  a  state  of  half-flood 
throughout,  and  at  the  same  time  the  weather  has 
been  free  from  severe  frost.  Disease  has  not  made 
its  appearance  among  the  fish,  fewer  dead  fish 
having  been  found  than  in  any  previous  season. 
Owing  to  the  state  of  the  river  and  of  the  weather, 
clean  fish  have  had  excellent  opportunities  of  getting 
up  the  river,  and  prospects  for  the  spring  rod- 
fishing  are  very  bright.  For  the  net-fishing  the 
prospects  depend  entirely  on  the  weather  after  the 
opening,  there  being  now  nothing  to  keep  the  fish 
back  in  the  lower  pools.  Under  the  new  Act 
angling  for  river  trout  does  not  start  till  Feb.  28. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — In  less  than  a  fortnight 
the  salmon  fishings  open  for  the  season  on  the  river 
Deveron.  An  excellent  spawning  season  has  been 
enjoyed.  As  many  fish  were  seen  on  the  beds  as  on 
any  previous  occasion,  and  the  winter  has  been  free 
from  excessive  flooding  and  frost.  So  that  little 
damage  has  been  done  to  the  spawn,  the  river  being 
in  half-flood  condition  throughout  the  season,  which 
may  be  regarded  as  highly  favourable.  Owing  to 
the  state  of  the  river  fish  have  had  excellent 
opportunities  of  getting  up,  but  as  they  do  not  show 
at  this  season  it  is  impossible  to  say  in  what 
numbers.  The  prospects  for  rod  fishing  are 
very    good,    fish    never    having    had    a  better 


opportunity  to  reach  the  ■  upper  pools.  Last 
season  the  total  number  of  fish  killed  by  the  rod 
was  about  1000,  close  on  100  more  than  those 
captured  the  previous  year.  No  sign  of  disease  was 
observed  during  the  close,  and  fewer  dead  fish  have 
been  found  along  the  river  than  for  several  years. 
The  trout  fishing  commences  on  Feb.  28.  This 
river  is  noted  for  its  early  trout  fishing,  the  spring 
months  being  always  good.  In  April,  the  month 
that  the  free  fishing  at  Huntly  begins,  the  fishing  is 
almost  at  its  best.  The  prospects  for  the  net  fishing 
depends  entirely  on  the  state  of  the  weather  after 
the  opening  of  the  fishing,  as  there  is  now  nothing 
since  the  removal  of  the  Cruive  dykes  to  keep  the 
fish  back  in  the  lower  pools. — H.  W. 

Iioch  Tay,  Eenmore,  IT.B.— On  the  hotel  water 
on  Jan.  23  Mr.  E.  Berry  killed  a  salmon  of  171b. : 
Mr.  McKenzie,  Litterellan,  killed  one  of  171b.;  and 
on  the  Reserve  water  the  keeper  killed  one  of  201b. 
On  Jan.  24,  on  loch,  Mr.  McKenzie,  Litterellan, 
killed  a  salmon  of  181b. — Knight. 

Tay. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been 
so  very  boisterous  and  wet,  with  a  strong  south- 
westerly wind,  that  few  anglers  have  ventured  out, 
and  consequently  little  or  no  sport  has  been  got. 
The  river  since  Saturday  (Jan.  24)  has  been  running 
in  high  flood,  but  on  Wednesday  night  it  fell  back 
several  feet,  and  should  the  weather  settle  the  river 
ought  to  be  in  good  ply  again  by  Friday.  After 
this  flood  good  sport  may  be  anticipated  for  next 
week.  The  following  are  a  note  of  the  few  takes 
got  during  the  week  ending  .Jan.  27  : — Bubnmoutii 
Beat. — Fishing  this  water  on  Jan  21  Mr.  Roderick 
Macdonald,  St.  Martins,  landed  two  salmon  of  171b. 
and  181b.  Upper  Stanley. — Mr.  Allison,  fishing 
this  beat  on  Jan.  21,  killed  one  salmon  of  lOlb. 
Benchill. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Jan.  21  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  Liverpool,  killed  one  salmon 
of  161b.,  and  on  Burnmouth  Stobhall  beat  on 
Jan.  24  one  fish  of  131b.  Lower  Redgorton. — 
The  boatman,  fishing  this  stretch  on  Jan.  21,  landed 
one  salmon  of  71b.  Upper  Reaches — Loch  Tay, 
KiLLiN. — On  the  Lochay  Hotel  water  on  Jan.  24 
Mr.  Gow,  Glasgow,  had  one  salmon  of  171b.,  and  on 
Jan.  27  Mr.  Motherwell,  Glasgow,  killed  one  salmon 
of  171b.  Ardeonaig. — On  the  Ardeonaig  Hotel 
water  on  Jan.  23  Mr.  James  Sheriff,  Strathtay,  killed 
a  clean  run  salmon  of  14ilb.,  and  on  Jan.  24  Mr. 
James  Dick,  Dunfermhne,  had  a  salmon  of  15lb. 
Kenmore. — On  the  reserved  water  on  Jan.  23  the 
keeper  killed  one  salmon  of  201b.  On  the  hotel 
water  Mr.  D.  Berry  killed  a  fish  of  171b.,  and 
Mr.  McKenzie,  Litterellan,  another  of  same  weight, 
and  on  Jan.  24  one  of  181b.  River  Lyon. — On 
Fortingal  Hotel  water,  on  Jan.  23,  Mr.  Philip 
Geen,  Richmond,  Surrey,  had  one  salmon  of  15 Jib., 
and  on  Jan.  27  two  others  of  201b.  and  181b. 
On  the  same  day  Mr.  Johnson,  London,  had  one  of 
13Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  Richmond,  one  of  191b. 
On  Jan.  24,  Peter  Dewar,  keeper,  had  one  salmon 
of  151b.  On  Chesthill  water,  on  Jan.  23,  Captain 
Stewart  Robertson,  Edsadynate,  had  one  fish  of 
201b.  On  Grandtully  water,  on  the  Tay,  on  Jan.  23, 
Mr.  John  Scott,  in  the  Eastertyre  boat,  landed  a 
salmon  of  191b, — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  and  trout  fish- 
ing opens  on  Feb.  1,  but  at  present  the  river  is  in 
high  flood  and  quite  unfishable.  With  no  more  rain 
it  should  be  getting  into  condition  by  the  opening 
day. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal). — Heavy  rain 
has  been  falling  at  intervals  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  river  is  yet  very  high.  Fresh  run  salmon 
were  in  the  pools  in  the  river  during  the  past  week, 
and  should  the  weather  become  settled  by  Feb.  1. 
(the  opening  day  on  Bundrowes  for  rod  fishing)  the 
prospects  of  sport  are  good,  but,  unfortimately,  at 
time  of  writing  the  weather  is  keeping  wet  and 
stormy. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Dublin  and  District. — On  Feb.  1  quite  a  number 
of  streams  open  in  this  district.  These  include  the 
Liffey,  Ward,  and  Treka,  a  portion  of  which  belongs 
to  the  Treka  Angling  Club,  the  Dodder,  whieh 
supplies  the  Rathmines  reservoirs,  and  the  Vartry, 
which  supplies  the  Roundwood  ponds.  The  first 
run  of  salmon  in  the  Liffey  is  due  in  the  early  part 
of  the  month,  and  for  these  the  Butcher,  Claret 
Palmer,  Jock  Scott,  Goldfinch,  and  Fiery  Brown  are 
recommended,  whilst  those  for  the  reservoirs  are  the 


Trout  flies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  reaily.  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  tlozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horseliair  oii  eyed  hodks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  I'ly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  (luality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc — J.  E.  Miller 
(Telephone  2001),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  Jfew  Station- 
street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds. 


Red  Spinner  and  Alexandra.    In  co.  Louth  the  Fane, 
which  is  improving  as  a  salmon  river,  opens  on 
March  1.    The  weather  is  cold  and  rough.— J.  A.  B. 
Lough  Currane  (Waterville,   co.   Kerry). — 

Angling  opens  here  on  Feb.  1.  Salmon  have  been 
coming  up  in  good  numbers,  and  the  water  is  in 
order,  though  perhaps  too  high  to  give  the  best 
chances  of  sport.  Trolling  is  the  method  of  fisliing 
carried  on  here  during  the  early  spring.  Som(;time.'i 
the  natural  lure,  locally  called  "gravelling,"  has 
the  best  takes  to  its  credit,  and  sometimes  Phan- 
toms are  the  best  killers. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  and  trout  fishing  com- 
mences on  Feb.  1.  River  is  in  a  very  flooded  state  ; 
but,  if  we  have  no  more  rain,  it  will  be  in  good 
condition  on  the  opening  day.  Reports  as  to  the 
number  of  fish  on  the  upper  waters  are  m  jst 
encouraging.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Neag-h.— On  Feb.  1  the  pollen  netting 
season  opens  on  Lough  Neagh,  which  furnishes  a 
pretext  for  netting  spent  salmon  and  lake  trout 
during  February.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather 
is  very  cold  and  boisterous.  The  correspondence 
in  the  Pishing  Gazette  re  the  size  of  Lough  Neagh 
trout  is  likely  to  bear  fruit,  as  quite  a  number  of 
anglers  on  the  Antrim  shores  are  going  to  put  the 
matter  to  a  test  in  the  coming  .season. — I.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Angling  for  salmon  and  trout  opens  on 
Feb.  1  ;  should  weather  keep  dry,  as  it  is  at  present, 
the  river  will  bo  in  good  order  for  a  .springer. — P.\t 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  season  opens 
here  on  Feb.  1.  So  far  there  has  been  an  immense 
number  of  fresh  run  salmon  passing  through  the 
river.  The  water  is  pretty  high  owing  to  the  recent 
rains,  but  we  hope  to  see  some  of  the  pools  in  good 
order  for  the  opening  day.  Spawning  operations 
seem  to  have  been  successfully  carried  out,  and  the 
weather  is  very  mild. — John  Enrioht  &  Sox. 

West  of  Ireland. — Amongst  the  western  rivers 
which  open  on  Feb.  1  are  Corrib,  Spiddal,  Crumlin, 
Claro-Galway,  Screebe,  Ayle,  C'ashla,  Darvios,  Inver 
Owengowla,  the  Ballynahinch  and  Costello  fisheries, 
Errif,  Delphi  Bimowen,  Ballycroy  (immortalised  by 
Maxwell  in  his  "Wild  Sports  of  the  West  "),  the 
streams  in  Achill  Island,  &c. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — Some  very  decent  dabs,  codling,  and  a 
few  plaice  were  landed  on  Wednesday  bj'  local 
fishermen,  and  with  these  westerly  winds  there  is 
possibly  some  sport  to  be  obtained  with  this  kind 
of  fish. — Edward  Hanger  (Agent  B. S. A. S.), Napier, 
Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Nothing  worthy  of  record  was 
taken  last  week  by  the  half-dozen  anglers  who  at 
various  times  tried  their  skill  at  dab-fishing ;  but 
the  present  week  has  witnessed  material  improve- 
ment in  sport,  though  circumstances  of  wind  and 
weather  have  left  much  to  be  desired.  A  few  local 
anglers  fished  for  several  hours  on  the  morning  of 
the  25th,  but  their  respective  catches  were  small, 
and  the  size  of  the  fish  also  small.  The  afternoon's 
attempt  by  two  persons  proved  almost  abortive. 
Master  Harding  secured  sixteen  sizeable  dabs  on 
the  26th  by  sheer  hard  fishing,  and  his  fellow- 
sportsman,  Mr.  Crane,  met  with  little  less  success. 
Two  or  three  rods  were  in  evidence  during  evening 
hours,  but  the  results  were  very  indifferent.  A  strong 
wind  from  south-west,  with  exceptionally  clear 
water,  gave  scant  promise  of  sport  on  Tuesday 
(Jan.  27),  yet  the  day's  catch  proved  far  in  excess 
of  anything  recently  witnessed.  Master  Harding 
heading  the  list  with  about  a  score,  including  several 
very  fine  ones.  Mr.  Hatton  and  Mr.  Crane  also  did 
satisfactorily.  The  water  on  Wednesday  (Jan.  28) 
was  in  perfect  condition,  and  results  again  proved 
extremely  good,  the  general  run  of  the  dabs  taken 
leaving  nothing  to  be  desired.  Lugworm  is  now 
the  essential  bait,  though  a  few  fish  have  fallen 
victims  to  small  pieces  of  sprat.  The  weather  at 
present  is  somewhat  threatening,  but  the  water  is 
in  the  pink  of  condition.  Wind  west  to  south-west. 
—J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards.  —  The  weather 
during  the  last  week  has  been  too  unsettled  for 
boats  to  go  off.  Sport  is  poor,  only  a  few  dabs 
being  taken  from  the  piers.  Jan.  28 — South- 
westerly wind  ;  heavy  sea  ;  prospectus  for  week-end, 
poor. — A. 

Plymouth. — There  is  not  much  to  report  this 
week  in  the  way  of  shore  fishing,  except  that  there 
are  a  lot  of  school  bass  catching  in  the  Hamoaze  ; 
they  are  small,  about  lib.  to  21b.,  but  there  are 
plenty  of  them.  Two  or  three  dozen  per  rod  is  not 
bad,  and  they  are  very  sweet  when  cooked.  A  few 
large  pollack  were  taken  on  Monday  with  the  Black 
Challenger.  The  sprat  seines  have  not  had  good 
sport  this  week.  Porpoises  have  been  in  after  the 
bass  and  they  have  frightened  the  sprats  also.  A 
few  mullet  have  been  taken  at  the  piers,  but  they 
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cannot  be  depended  upon  ;  they  are,  as  the  Irishman 
says,  "here  to-morrow  and  gone  to-day."  Some 
few  mackerel  have  been  taken  in  the  nets  to  the 
westward,  but  not  in  any  quantity  as  yet ;  those  that 
were  taken  were  very  fine. — William  Heaeder 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Walnier.— Sea  angling  is  quite  at  a  standstill, 
and  the  winter  season  of  1902-3  may  be  considered 
at  an  end.  The  season  on  the  whole  has  been  some- 
what disappointing— certainly  not  up  to  its  early 
promise — a  fact  which  may  be,  in  some  measure 
at  any  rate,  accounted  for  by  the  scarcity  and 
irregularity  of  the  sprat  supply  and  the  almost  total 
failure  of  the  herring  fishing.  To-night  (Wednes- 
day) it  is  blowing  liard,  more  than  half  a  gale  from 
the  south-west.  When  tlie  wind  moderates  it  is 
hoped  that  the  sprats  will  once  more  be  in  evidence, 
but  little  or  no  hope  can  be  given  to  anglers  for 
more  sport  just  yet.— Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssoctafions 

(Special  Meetings). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday 
next,  Feb.. 2,  at  8.30  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

Six  applications  were  dealt  with  on  Friday  last, 
and  over  £30  granted  in  relief.  I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge with  thanks  the  receipt  of  the  following 
amounts  from  donation  boxes:  £2  15s.  Globe 
Angling  Society,  per  Mr.  Abrahams;  lis.  West- 
minster Angling  Society,  per  Mr.  Rowles;  £1  3s. 
North-East  Brothers,  per  Mr.  Manning ;  and 
£2  1  Os.  Od.  Allason  United,  per  Mr.  Harris.  Next 
committee  meeting  Feb.  13. — W.  H.  Barber. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  society  was 
held  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday  (Jan.  28), 
when  Dr.  Tarsett  Adams  was  unanimously  voted 
to  the  chair.  After  a  limited  discussion  had  taken 
place  with  reference  to  sea  fishing,  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin  was  called  upon  to  read  his  paper  on  the 
Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Sea  Fisheries  for 
1902.  The  report  of  the  committee  was  also 
referred  to,  which  filled  eighteen  pages  of  the 
Blue  Book.  The  paper  was  not  only  exhaustive, 
but  instructive,  and  was  much  appreciated  by  the 
members.  The  lecturer  was  much  applauded  at 
the  conclusion  of  his  reading.  A  discussion  of 
an  interesting  nature  ensued,  contributed  to  by 
various  members,  including  Mr.  Graham,  Mr. 
Mallet,  Mr.  Picup,  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Parker,  and 
the  chairman,  who  congratulated  Mr.  Minchin 
on  the  great  trouble  he  had  taken,  and  for  the 
oints  upon  the  reports  which  he  had  brought 
efore  the  notice  of  the  members.  A  discussion, 
which  practically  arose  out  of  the  paper,  also 
ensued  as  to  the  destruction  of  immature  fish, 
and  the  means  to  be  adopted  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
wholesale  slaughter  of  these  innocents.  Fishing 
in  J ersey,  Guernsey,  and  the  Channel  Islands  was 
alluded  to  by  the  chairman,  and  the  destruction 
in  later  years  of  the  lobster  by  over-fishing.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr;  Minchin  and  the  chairman 
closed  the  proceedings.  On  Feb.  4,  at  8  p.m.,  at 
headquarters,  Mr.  J.  F.  Bursill,  M,II.S.,  will 
lecture  on  "Fish  and  Fishing  in  many  Waters," 
illustrated  by  lantern  slides,  and  the  committee 
hope  that  members  and  their  friends  will  assemble 
in  goodish  numbers. — Hon.  Reporter. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

A  capital  meeting  on  Tuesday  (Jan.  27)  — 
approximately  the  anniversary  of  the  Society's 
foundation — was  presided  over  by  Mr.  Robert 
Snare.  There  was  a  good  display  of  fish,  Mr. 
J.  Wame  (from  St.  Ives)  having  a  chub  of 
31b.  8oz.,  and  a  roach  of  lib.  12oz.,  besides  other 
good  fish — some  twenty  in  all.  Mr.  Haynes  (from 
Staines)  produced  a  nice  catch  of  about  forty 
roach  (some  of  them  weighty  fish),  chub,  and 
perch;  whilst  Messrs.  Nelson,  Barry,  and  May- 
nard  had  been  jacking  in  Dorsetshire,  taking 
about  a  dozen  fish,  best  being  of  121b.,  remainder 
of  good  character.  The  business  part  of  the 
proceedings  terminated  with  the  nomination  of 
a  new  member,  and  a  concert  then  commenced, 
to  celebrate  the  foundation  of  the  Society,  many 
ladies  being  present,  and  the  company  in  general 
a  large  one.  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor  was  musical 
director,  and  imder  the  superintendence  of  the 
chairman  got  through,  very  smoothly,  a  varied 
and  high-class  programme.  The  artistes  were 
all  good.  Of  the  ladies,  Miss  Barrett  acquitted 
herself  splendidly,  whilst  little  Miss  Doris  Bartlett 
took  all  hearts  by  storm  with  her  beautiful  render- 
ing of  "The  Little  Hero"  and  "The  Blind  Boy." 
Messrs.  Alfred  Taylor,  Biddies,  Hurren,  Wilson, 
and  Maj'nard  were  all  excellent,  the  humorous 


part  of  the  programme  being  capitally  carried 
out  by  Messrs.  Lambert,  Vagnolini,  and  May- 
nard,  the  last-mentioned  gentleman  —  good  in 
everything  —  giving  also,  very  nicely,  a  violin 
solo,  other  instrumental  performers  being  Mrs. 
Maynard,  Miss  Nelly  Price,  and  Miss  Hurren, 
together  with  Messrs.  Biddies,  Hockey,  and 
Gilbert,  all  of  whom,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
earning  well-merited  applause.  It  may  here  be 
mentioned  that  Mr.  Maynard's  wonderful  exhibit 
of  chinaware,  beautifully  embellished  with  pic- 
tures of  fish  life,  were  again  on  view.  During 
the  evening  the  chairman  gave  a  short  account 
of  the  Society,  mentioning  its  great  success,  and 
speaking  of  its  career,  eulogising  the  work  per- 
formed by  the  hon.  secretary. 

Gresham  Angling  Society — 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  society  was 
held  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  27,  under  the  able  presi- 
dency of  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan.  The  report  and 
balance-sheet  for  1902  were  adopted,  and  the 
members  were  glad  to  learn  that  a  largely  in- 
creased balance  is  carried  forward  to  1903 
account.  All  the  retiring  officers  and  members 
of  the  committee  were  unanimously  re-elected, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker,  who, 
through  ill-health,  has  been  compelled  to  resign 
the  post  of  honorary  secretary,  and  whose  place 
has  been  filled  by  the  election  of  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred. 
Messrs.  MauU,  Hayward,  and  Zerfass'  names 
have  been  added  to  the  new  committee.  Messrs. 
Close  and  F.  A.  Gray  are  again  chosen  as  the 
delegates  to  the  Anglers'  Association,  and  Mr. 
A.  F.  Cowley  to  the  Central  Association.  Several 
members  reported  having  been  fishing,  but  the 
results  were  not  very  encouraging.  Mr.  F.  J. 
Gray,  however,  secured  a  very  nice  bag  of  roach 
from  Kelvedon  ;  and  Mr.  Scott,  in  a  short  after- 
noon's fishing  on  the  Lea,  got  over  201b.  of  jack, 
the  largest  scaling  61b.  Mr.  Hayward  visited 
both  Kelvedon  and  Shiplake,  but  sport  was  very 
indifferent.  Members  are  particularly  requested 
to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer 
reads  a  paper  on  Feb.  10. — F.  E.  Eldred, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society— 

Mr.  J.  F.  C.  Gehrling  presided  over  the  meeting 
on  Jan.  28.  Much  important  business  was  trans- 
acted, and  a  long  and  interesting  discussion  upon 
various  salmon  problems  took  place.  Messrs. 
Potter,  Hersant,  and  Woodruff  were  thanked  for 
work  done  in  connection  with  the  bait  box  at  our 
Barford  fishery.  In  future  members  will  be  able 
every  Wednesday  night  to  see  late  particulars  as 
to  the  condition  of  our  water.  Entries  for  our 
Billiard  Handicap  close  Feb.  4.  The  following 
reports  have  been  submitted: — Mr.  A.  J.  Hersant 
a  number  of  pike  up  to  71b.  from  our  Barford 
fishery  ;  Mr.  J.  Potter,  from  Barford  fishery, 
a  number  of  pike,  but  small,  and  many 
nice  perch ;  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  between  91b.  and 
101b.  of  very  fair  roach,  the  three  best  weighing 
31b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  G.  Rayner,  roach,  dace  and  perch, 
best  perch,  lib.  9oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Dum,  a  few  fair 
dace.  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  showed  during  the  evening 
a  nice  tray  of  roach  and  chub,  best  fish  a  roach  of 
lib.  5|oz.,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Clements  also  showed 
some  roach.  During  the  evening  Mr.  J.  Parsons 
presented  to  the  society  a  very  handsome  casket 
for  the  reception  of  contributions  to  the  A.A. 
Netting  and  Restocking  Fund. — G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held 
on  Monday  evening  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
Major  Graham  Gordon  in  the  chair.  There  was 
a  good  attendance  of  members.  After  the  report 
and  accounts  for  the  past  year  had  been  unani- 
mously adopted,  Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown  and  E.  K. 
Foreman  were  appointed  new  trustees  of  the 
reserve  fund.  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  was  re-elected 
president,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  vice-president. 
As  hon.  treasurer  Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell  was 
chosen,  the  foimer  holder  of  the  office,  Mr.  E.  K. 
Foreman,  retiring.  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  and 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  were  elected  hon.  secretary  and 
asst.  secretary  respectively,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehns- 
dorf  continues  in  the  dual  role  of  hon.  librarian 
and  curator.  Major  Graham  Gordon  is  again  hon. 
solicitor,  and  the  committee  consists  of  the  follow- 
ing members :  Captain  A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch, 
Messrs.  H.  W.  Ansell,  C.  Butler,  T.  H.  Bacon,  C, 
H.  Bywaters,  H.  Gibson  Poole,  W.  Edmonds,  E. 
K.  Foreman,  W.  G.  Fletcher,  H.  T.  Sheringhani, 
H.  P.  Thompson,  and  Frank  Ward.  The  auditors 
are  Messrs.  R.  Bradford  and  H.  E.  W.  Johnson. 
The  house  committee,  specially  elected  by  the 
meeting,  is  Messrs.  R.  Bradford,  C.  H.  Bywaters, 
Frank  Ward,  and  C.  Stallibrass.  The  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  on  a  Monday  in  March,  the 
date  to  be  fixed  by  the  general  committee. — Hon. 
Sec. 


Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Association— 

A  most  successful  entertainment  took  place  on 
Wednesday  evening  (Jan.  211  at  the  Goldhawk 
Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  in  connection  with  this 
association.  It  was  originally  arranged  for  Mr. 
W.  J .  Wade,  the  secretary  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion, to  give  his  lecture  entitled  "  A  Tour  in  Kent," 
but  as  Mr.  John  Warren,  who  visited  Morocco 
some  little  time  ago  in  the  capacity  of  Court 
entertainer  to  the  Sultan,  was  also  present,  Mr. 
Wade,  with  characteristic  kindness,  placed  his 
arrangements  at  Mr.  Warren's  disposal  to  enable 
the  latter  to  illustrate  his  exceedingly  interesting 
lecture  by  means  of  some  very  remarkable  lantern 
slides.  Mr.  C.  Benwell,  the'  president,  occupied 
the  chair,  and  a  very  large  number  of  members 
and  friends  were  present.  The  utmost  interest 
was  maintained,  and  hearty  votes  of  thanks 
accorded  Mr.  Wade  and  Mr.  Warren,  The  lecture 
was  followed  by  a  smoking  concert,  the  following 
gentlemen  assisting  :  Messrs.  O.  Williamson,  C.  F. 
Hancock,  H.  Worth,  H.  A.  Duckett,  W.  Braddock, 
W.  Long,  E.  W.  J.  Payne,  Fred  Searle  and  James 
Avon.  As  the  time  at  Mr.  Wade's  disposal  was 
not  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  complete  his  pro- 
gramme he  kindly  announced  his  intention  of 
favouring  the  association  with  his  entertainment 
on  Feb.  18,  when,  to  judge  by  the  reception 
accorded  him,  there  should  be  a  great  attendance. 
— Hon.  Sec. 


Clitherob  Angling  Association — 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  association 
was  held  at  the  White  Lion,  Clitheroe,  on  Jan.  21. 
Lieut. -Col.  Turner,  J.P.,  presided  ;  and  there  were 
als  present  Rev.  J.  B.  Lewis,  Dr.  Crawshaw,  and 
Mr.  Greenhalgh,  of  Ramsbottom ;  R.  Rushton, 
J.P.,  Accrington :  C.  Stott,  P.  Dearden,  and  Mr. 
Draper,  of  Bolton ;  H.  W.  Rowland,  Liverpool ; 
J.  Burns,  Burnley ;  R.  Watson,  T.  Robinson, 
C.  Bulcock,  and  J.  L.  Bulcock  (secretary),  of 
Clitheroe.  The  secretary  reported  that  they  had 
placed  in  the  Ribble  114,000  fish  during  the  last 
eight  years,  and  that  they  have  on  the  grills 
15,000  Loch  Leven  ova,  and  14,000  one-year-old 
fish  in  the  tanks  to  be  placed  in  the  river  early 
this  spring.  The  club  is  in  a  very  prosperous 
condition,  having  a  fair  balance  in  hand.  A 
sumptuous  repast  was  provided  by  Mrs.Lof  thouse, 
of  the  White  Lion,  at  which  the  members  and 
the  farmers  on  the  association  waters  attended, 
and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Mr. 
Langley,  of  Burnley,  with  his  wonderful  imperso- 
nations and  ventriloquial  entertainment,  con- 
tributed very  much  to  the  success  of  the  evening. 
— Thos.  Robinson. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on 
Jan.  22,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Grenville  Pierce. 
The  hon.  treasurer's  financial  statement  for  the 
past  year  showed  a  satisfactory  State  of  affairs, 
and  the  current  year  promises  to  be  a  flourishing 
one,  financially  and  otherwise.  The  officers  for 
the  current  year  were  elected — Mr.  John  Penning- 
ton and  Mr.  R.  Wilson  as  president  and  vice- 
president  respectively,  Mr.  G.  C.  Raper  was 
elected  vice-chairman,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Hughes 
treasurer.  Mr.  H.  L.  Goldsmith  having  resigned 
the  hon.  secretarysliip,  several  gentlemen  were 
proposed  to  fill  the  post ;  but  none  being  able  to 
undertake  the  duties,  the  election  was  deferred, 
Mr.  Goldsmith  consenting  to  act  pro  tern.  The 
Knowsley  waters  have  been  stocked  with  some 
very  fine  two-year-old  rainbow  trout  from  the 
Wyresdale  Fisheries,  which  were  received  in 
capital  condition.— Hon.  Sec.  pro  tern. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association — 

The  above  association  held  their  annual  general 
meeting  on  Jan.  5,  when  the  officers  for  1903  vjere 
elected.  The  past  year  has  been  the  most 
successful  ever  experienced  by  this  association, 
over  one  hundred  new  members  having  been 
enrolled,  this  bringing  the  full  total  to  over  two 
hundred.  New  waters  have  also  been  secured, 
and  the  association  now  rent  about  150  ponds,  all 
in  the  vicinity  of  Liverpool.  These  have  been 
well  stocked  with  matured  fish,  4,000  rainbow 
trout  and  several  large  consignments  of  coarse 
fisli  having  been  turned  into  the  waters.  The 
annual  challenge  shield  was  won  by  Mr.  D.  Parks. 
Numerous  competitions  were  fished  during  the 
season,  several  being  of  a  very  keen  description. 
Mr.  T.  Fothergill  secm-ed  the  largest  catch  in  a 
competition,  having  a  nice  take  of  24Jlb.  Our 
tenth  annual  dinner,  held  on  Jan.  15,  proved  to 
be  a  great  success,  upwards  of  a  hundred  members 
attending.  The  other  Liverpool  associations  were 
ably  represented,  and  a  splendid  musical  pro- 
gramme was  provided.  During  the  evening  prizes 
were  awarded  for  specimen  fish. — Hon.  Sbc. 
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FOR  SALE. 

A  17-foot  Salmon  Rod,  Reel, 
and  80  yards  good  Line. 
£3  the  lot. 

Eenest  Shand,  Camden  Theatre,  London 

FOR  SALE, 

A  PRETTY  FREEHOLD  COTTAGE, 

double-fronted ;  tithe  free  ;  containing  five 
rooms— also  outhouse  ;  walled-in  garden  (half 
an  acre),  well  stocked  with  fruit  and  veget- 
ables :  side  entrance  ;  half  a  mile  from  Milden- 
hall  Station,  Suffolk  ;  close  to  river  Lark,  where 
good  fishing  is  to  he  had  on  application.— Apply, 
Howes,  "Red  Lion"  Inn,  Freckenham,  Soham, 
Suffolk. 

EYEO  OVA. 

Ready  early  in  February,  20,000  Eyed 
Ova  of  Yellow  Brook  Trout.  All  from 
selected  fish.    Apply — 

SUPERINTENDENT  PARKS  DEPT., 
CARDIFF. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


A   ROD  TO   BE  LET 

on  well-preserved  water  on  the  river  Lea, 
within  an  hour  of  London.  May-fly 
fishing. — Apply,  in  writing — 

GEO.    BAINES,   45,  Birnam  Road, 
ToUington  Park,  London,  N. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 

A  SPORTSMAN'S  BUSINESS  in  a  good 
County  Town,  surrounded  by  sporting 
properties.  Shooting  and  Pishing  appli- 
ances ;  capital  shop ;  comfortable  house ; 
moderate  rent.  Nice  living  trade  doing. 
Ingoing,  about  £250. — Apply,  R.  Wood, 
Auctioneer  and  Estate  Agent,  57,  Broad 
Street,  Hereford. 


SEA  FISHING  TACKLE, 

Enough  to  Stock  a  Shop. 

Cost  over  £15.  The  Lot  for  £5. 

LIST  SENT. 
HOBSON,Gunmaker,  LEAMINGTON. 


HENRY  H.  GHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON,  LANGS. 

Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 

Casting  Nets.       Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets, 
Purse  Nets.         Eel  Nets.         Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 
Drum  Nets.  Sparrow  Nets.  Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 


Drag-  Nets. 
Trammel  Nets 
Flue  Nets. 


Tlie  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire. 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish.    List  on  application. 

LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: — 
Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling,  Char,   Bass,   Sunfish,   Pike,  Perch,   Roach,  Dace,  Tench, 
Golden  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,  Goldfish,  Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish  food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice.  Large 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 

Address—      TUOIYIAS  FORI>, 
IVIanoi?    Fislievy,     CsListoi?,  ILiincolnsliix>e. 


PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


ESTABLISHED  1880. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
re/-  net. 


London  : 

SAMPSON  Low,  MARSXON  &  Co.,  LTD., 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


UdN'T  COUCH  /or 
HEATING'S  LOZENGES 
EASILY  CURE 
THE  WORST  COUGH. 

One  gives  relief.  An  increasing 
sale  of  over  80  years  is  a  certain 
test  of  their  value.  Sold  in  ISjd. 
tins  everywhere. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  reconended  to 
ANGLERS 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  rROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London, 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(Fop  spinning  op  TROLLING), 

Made  in  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Actua>l   Size  -Best   English  lVIa,ke. 

1^   PINCERS 

-  _SHPJ,CU TTE R 

-  f  i  SMALL  WIRE  CUTTER 
^^^<    LARGE  WIRE  CUTTER 

Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
King-dom     for  21 
Stamps    or  Postal 
Order,  by 


Supplied  hy  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
Saji.  Alloook  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  Lee,  4,  Elm  Grove, 
Peckham,  S.E.    Large  size,  1/6  ;  small,  1/3. 


ILSOK  &  SmiTH. 

Ironmongers  to 

His  Majesty, 
7&8,  KING  WILLIAM 
STREET,  W.C. 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

PATRON :  H.M.  THE  KING. 

President :  H.R.H.The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

ASH  WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  25,  1903, 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 
THE 

LIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD 

SULLIVAN. 


Miss   EVANGELINE  FLORENCE. 
Miss   MAGGIE  PURVIS. 
Madame    KIRKBY  LUNN. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  GREEN. 
Mr.    KENNERLEY  RUMFORD. 
Mr.    FREDERICK  RANALOW. 


BAND    AND    CHORUS   ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist   -    Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour. 

CONDUCTOR     •     SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 

Doors  Open  at  7  ;  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d.   Arena,  6s. 
Boxes,  itl  lis.  6d.  to  £3  3s.  Od. 
T(.ji,T.„v  S    Ileserved      (rows  1  to  4)   ...  5s. 
ndiLony  -j    Unreserved  (rows  5  to  S)    ...  4s. 
GALLERY  (PROMENADE)  ONE  SHILLING. 
Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  and  usual  Agents 


THE  IMPROVED  COXON  "AERIAL"  REEL 

(Patent).  The  liglitest,  the  most  perfect,  and  the 
most  durable  in  the  world.  This  reel,  manufac- 
tured of  eliunitc  and  ahnuiniuni,  is  a  veritiible 
triumph  of  mechanical  skill,  and  is  adapted  to  all 
descriptions  of  angling.  Light  nuill  floats  may 
easily  be  thrown  40  yards  with  it.  Large  barrel, 
no  warping,  and  entirely  free  fr.im  complica- 
tions. 3in.,  2Ui\  ;  4iu.,  24.s.  ;  44iD.,  27s.  (includes 
optional  check).  With  wooden  back,  3s.  each 
les.s.  Mk.  K.  B.  MARSTON,  in  "Fishing 
Gazette"  of  November  15,  l'JU2,  says:  "I 
think  it  is  a  great  feather  in  Mi-.  Coxon's  caj) 
that  his  '  delicate  '  Aerial  Reel  should  have  stooil 
the  straiu  of  a  light  with  such  a  grand  salmon.  " 
(Taken  on  Vos  River,  Norway,  in  .Tuly,  1902,  iuul 
weighed  58^  lbs.).— Apply  ilEiNRy  C'OXOX,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. — Sly  book, 
"How  to  Catch  Fish,"  Ac,  still  for  sale.  Is.  2d., 
postage  free.    Cash  'with  all  orders. 


MOTTLED  EAST  INDIAN 

RODS,  18  FEET  LONG, 

1/6  each,  op  15/-  per  dozen. 

LARGE  STOCK  TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 

Glass  Minnow  Traps,  2/6.    With  Zinc 
Protection,  3/6.    Large  Size,  4/6. 

Reels,  Lines,  Flies,  and  Tackle  in 
grreat   variety,    Best    Quality,  and 
Reasonable  in  Price. 

TtEPAinS    TO    Hons  I'ROJIPTLT 
AND   CARKJj'VLLT  JtOXK. 

PRICE  LIST  FREE. 


H.  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  St.,  LIVERPOOL 


Salmon  Fishing, 


Prospectus  and  Rules  for  1903 
now  ready. 

CATCH  LAST  SEASON  (8  rods),  1,726 

IHiole  Season  Hod,  Februai'ij 
to  Septeniher  inclusive, 
GO  Guineas. 

-\pply,  W.  N.  MILNE,  Superintendent 
FisuEUV  Office,  Galway. 


WEEK-END  on  the 

UPPEK  THAMES. 

Excellent  accommodation  at  South 
Stoke;  Railway  Station,  Goring.  Terms, 
for  two  friends,  7s.  each  inclusive,  single 
person,  9s. — Mrs.  Leigh,  South  Stoke 
Goring-on-Thames. 
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A  YOUNG  WALTON  AT  THE 
AQUARIUM. 


A  Brooklyn  boy  recently  visited  the  Aquarium 
with  a  new  fishing-rod  he  had  received  on  Christmas. 
He  unjoin  ted  the  rod  and  ran  it  down  inside  his 
trousers  and  placed  the  tackle  in  liis  pocket  before 
going  through  the  door,  and  so  passed  the  lynx-eyed 
doorkeeper,  who  does  not  permit  canes  or  umbrellas 
to  be  taken  inside.  After  getting  through  he  rushed 
up  to  the  gallery  and,  arranging  his  tackle,  com- 
menced to  test  the  drawing  qualities  of  his  new  rod. 
It  was  successful,  and  an  appreciative  audience 
enjoyed  the  sport.  The  boy  kept  it  up  until  he 
was  satisfied  the  rod  was  in  good  order,  and  feeling 
pleased  at  his  success  and  the  pleasure  he  had  given 
the  spectators,  stopped  fishing  suddenly.  Upon  in- 
vestigation it  was  learned  an  attendant  had  caught 
him  in  the  act,  and  hustled  him  out  into  the  fresh 
air.  He  was  too  young  to  detain  for  inspection, 
only  needed  spanking.  He  hurried  to  Brooklyn 
well  pleased  with  his  visit,  and  prepared  to  give  the 
boys  the  benefit  of  taking  the  first  fish  in  the 
Aquarium  on  hook  and  line. — New  York  Fishing 
Gazette. 


Sweet  VMier  cannot  flow  from  a  foul  spring. 


Tuesday  night  was  a  very  busy  one.  At  the 
Portugal  Hotel,  Fleet-street,  E.G.,  Mr.  F.  Farrell 
ably  presided  over  a  very  crowded  audience,  the 
occasion  being  a  smoking  concert  by  "Ye  Olde 
Porte  Musical  Society."  The  whole  of  the  artists 
acquitted  themselves  most  admirably. 

***** 

The  Gresham  Anglers  held  their  annual  general 
meeting  on  Tuesday  night,  when  Mr.  Connellan 
presided,  and  all  the  business  was  conducted  very 
satisfactorily.  I  may  here  mention  that  a  treat  is 
in  store  for  members  and  friends.  On  Feb.  10  the 
Rev.  E.  Meyer  will  read  a  paper.  Don't  miss  this, 
brother  anglers  ! 

***** 

The  City  of  London  Piscatorials  also  had  a  big 
night,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Robert  Snare. 
The  occasion  was  a"  ladies'  night,"  and  they  attended 
in  large  numbers.  Under  the  superintendence 
of  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor,  a  most  elaborate  programme 
of  music  was  got  through,  to  the  delight  of  all  pre- 
sent. Dear  little  darling  Miss  Doris  Bartlett 
brought  tears  as  well  as  applause  for  her  really 
delightful  rendering  of  "  The  Blind  Boy." 


The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  whose  head- 
quarters are  at  4,  Fetter-lane,  E.C.,  announce  the 
following  fixtures :— Feb.  4.— A  Gossip  about  "Fish 
and  Fishing  in  many  Waters,"  illustrated  by  lantern 
slides,  by  J.  F.  Bursill,  Member  of  the  Historical 
Society.  Feb.  1 1.—"  Fishing  at  Tory  Mand,"  by 
Litton  Forbes,  Esq.,  M.D.  Feb.  18.— Discussion  on 
"The  Oyster  Scare,"  opened  by  W.  P.  Coleman, 
Esq.  Feb.  25. — Annual  General  Meeting.  Mar. 
4. — Ordinary  Meeting  and  Discussion.  Mar.  11. — 
Annual  Dinner  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati.  Mar. 
18. — Ordinary  Meeting  and  Discussion.  Mar.  2.5. — 
Discussion  on  "Fishing  in  Cornwall  and  Devon," 
opened  by  C.  B.  Mount,  Esq. 


Next  Wednesday  evening  (Feb.  4)  Mr.  J.  F 
Bursill  (M.H.S.)  will  discourse  on  '  Fish  and 
Fishing  in  many  Waters."  The  lecture  will  be 
illustrated  by  lantern  slides,  and  all  who  know  Mr. 
Bursill,  who  for  many  years  has  devoted  his  energies 
towards  the  entertainment  of  anglers,  may  look 
forward  to  an  intellectual  treat.  [I  hope  to  be 
present.] 


The  scales  were  on  him,  so  you  knew  his  weight 
That's  just  another  of  your  angling  tales; 

I  might  have  credited  what  you  relate. 
If  I  could  see  the  fish  upon  the  scales. 


On  Friday,  Feb.  6,  Mr.  Frederick  Stretton  wil 
hold  his  fifth  annual  smoking  concert  at  the  "  Cow 
and  Calf"  Restaurant,  27,  Eastcheap,  E.C.  Half- 
past  seven  is  the  time  fixed  for  commencing,  and, 
as  Mr.  Stretton  is  well  known  to  London  anglers, 
the  worthy  host  of  the  "Cow"  (Mr.  Victor  Wrig- 
glesworth)  will  have  to  put  the  chairs  as  close 
together  as  possible  in  order  to  accommodate  all 
those  who  will  strive  to  be  present. 


^  Mb.  G.  Carman  writes  : — "  Whilst  fishing  with 
live  bait  for  pike  in  the  Stoke  Newington  Reservoirs 
on  Friday  last  a  curious  incident  occurred.  In 
casting  from  the  bank  with  a  live  bait  the  trace 
broke  in  its  flight,  and  the  bait,  with  about  three- 
feet  lengths  and  hook  which  held  it,  drojaped  into  the 
stream  detached  from  the  line.  I  then  rigged  out 
afresh,  went  on  fishing  for  about  two  hours  after, 
and  about  400  yards  from  the  spot  I  landed  a  pike 
weighing  51b.  It  took  the  bait  I  was  then  using, 
and  I  found  in  its  throat  the  bait  I  had  lost,  with 
the  hook  and  portion  of  the  trace  ;  so  that  it  had 
two  hooks  and  two  baits — one  bait  bedded  in  its 
throat,  and  the  other  he  had  blown  a  little  up  the 
line." 


The  result  of  the  West  Ham  Brothers'  Angling 
Society's  match  at  Bures,  on  Jan.  25,  was  a  fine 
show  of  roach  and  521b.  lOoz.  of  jack. 


There  is  in  the  Royal  Museum  at  The  Hague, 
Holland,  a  curious  old  document  describing  the 
adventures  of  Henry  Hudson,  a  navigator  in  the 
service  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company.  He  it 
was  who  discovered  the  river  to  which  he  gave  his 
name.  A  passage  of  the  document  reads  as  follows  : 
— "  The  natives,  or  Indians,  on  his  first  coming 
here,  regarded  the  ship  with  mighty  wonder,  and 
looked  upon  it  as  a  sea  monster,  and  declared  that 
such  a  ship  or  people  had  never  been  there  before." 


Clear,   down  the  mountain,  'neath  the  arching 
green. 

And  o'er  mossed  boulders  dappled  by  the  sun. 
With  many  a  leap,  the  laughing  waters  run. 
They  tumble  fearless  down  each  dark  ravine. 
And  roam  through  eaves  where  day  has  never 
been ; 

Until,  at  last,  the  open  pool  is  won, 
Whei-e.  by  their  prisoned  strength,  man's  work  is 
done. 

In  that  old  mill  which  branching  cedars  screen. 
Here,  all  day  long,  the  massy  logs,  updrawn 
Against  the  biting  saw,  are  loud  with  shrieks. 
Here,  too,  at  night,  are  stars  and  mystery, 
And  nature  sleeping;  and,  all  round  at  dawn. 
The  rugged  utterance  of  mountain  peaks 
Against  the  infinite  silence  of  the  sky. 

F.  G.  Scott  (Toronto). 


A  VILLAGE  postmaster,  who  did  not  like  to  confess 
ignorance  of  anything,  was  once  teased  by  some 
young  fellows  from  the  city.  "  It's  pretty  dead  up 
here,  Mr.  Pratt,"  said  one.  "I  suppose  you  people 
don't  know  the  war's  over  ?  "  "  Oh,  yes,  we  do," 
said  the  postmaster.  "We  read  all  that  goes  on  in 
the  papers."  "  There  are  some  things  that  aren't 
in  the  papers,"  said  another  fellow.  "  I  don't 
believe  you  know  when  Shakespeare  died."  "  Well, 
no,"  said  the  postmaster;  "I  didn't  know  that  he 
was  dead  ;  but  I  heard  last  week  he  was  pretty  low." 


Quickness  in  repartee  is  credited  to  Paderewski 
by  the  New  York  Times.  A  gentleman  once  intro- 
duced the  pianist  to  the  champion  polo  player 
of  England,  and  added,  "I  trust  you  will  be 
good  friends;  for  you  are  both  leaders  of  your 
separate  professions,  though  they  are,  of  course, 
very  different."  "Not  so  very  different,"  quickly 
responded  the  great  pianist.  "  My  new  friend  is  a 
dear  soul  who  plays  polo,  whereas  I  am  a  dear  Pole 
who  plays  solo." 


I  CUT  this  paragraph  from  an  old  newspaper,  date 
1832: — "Travelling  was  never  cheaper  than  at 
present  in  most  parts  of  England.  One  may  travel 
in  any  of  the  steamers  on  any  day  except  Sunday 
for  one  shilling  to  Gravesend ;  for  three  shillings 
outside  to  Cambridge;  for  ten  shillings  ditto  to 
Oxford  ;  from  Southampton  to  Havre  in  the  steam- 
boats for  five  shillings.  A  person  may  travel  out- 
side to  Cheltenham  or  Gloucester  for  twelve  shillings, 
and  on  by  the  same  conveyance  to  Hereford  or 
Monmouth  for  six  more."  Brother  anglers,  privilege 
ticket  holders  !  we  can  do  a  little  better  than  that 
now,  eh  '? 


Our  neighbours  !  well,  they're  hard  to  beat ! 

I  hate  to  make  complaint ; 
But  half  the  people  in  our  St. 

Would  aggravate  a  St. 


A  TRAVELLER  in  the  West  Country,  driving  past  a 
monument  on  a  hill,  asked  the  driver  to  whose 
memory  it  was  erected.  The  answer  was,  "  It  was 
put  up  in  memory  of  a  gentleman  who  wrote  the 
Bible."  The  person  thus  referred  to  was  William 
Tyndale.  This  was  a  blunder.  No  such  error  is 
ever  made  over  the  authorship  of  "  Tlie  Compleat 
Angler." 


The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  Rock  Ferry 
Angling  Association  took  place  on  Jan.  21,  at  the 
Fairfield  Hotel,  Rock  Ferry,  Cheshire.  Although 
in  its  infancy,  there  is  already  a  muster-roll  of  sixty 
members.  The  dinner,  served  by  Host  W.  Mitchell, 
was  splendidly  served,  and  enjoyed  by  all.  A 
splendid  musical  programme  followed. 


More  than  once  ciu'ious  things  have  been  found 
in  the  stomach  of  a  shark,  but  never  has  such  an 
extraordinary  collection  been  found  as  was  dis- 
covered recently  in  the  stomach  of  an  alligator. 
This  alligator  was  killed  in  the  Sovidan,  and  was 
more  than  twelve  feet  in  length.  In  its  stomach 
were  discovered  eighty-five  stones,  several  birds' 
claws,  two  human  finger-nails  and  three  hoofs  of  a 
donkey,  to  one  of  which  a  piece  of  rope  was  attached. 


Give  me  the  pleasure  of  a  book. 
An  ample  shade,  a  running  brook,  ; 
A  piping  bird,  and  splashing  trout. 
And  wild  flowers  shining  all  about ; 
Then  even  kings  would  envy  me, 
So  full  of  joy  my  Ufe  would  be. 

— Charles  Lusted, 


From  the  sea  a  seal  has  made  its  way  up  the  river 
Tweed  to  beyond  Coldstream,  faring  daintily  on 
salmon  and  trout  by  the  way.  Another  seal,  7  feet 
in  length,  has  been  captured  as  it  lay  stranded  on 
the  beach  at  Amble,  Northumberland. 


The  fecundity  of  the  oyster  is  wonderful.  A 
single  female  oyster  in  one  season's  spawning  will 
produce,  if  she  is  of  average  size,  about  16,000,000 
eggs,  while  a  large  specimen  will  produce  30  or  40 
millions. 


A  merchant  should  advertise  his  wares  rather 
than  himself.  The  politician  or  the  actor  may 
reverse  this  advice,  but  not  the  seller  of  goods. 


Codlings  appear  plentiful  in  the  St.  Combs, 
Inverallochy,  and  Carnbulg  districts.  Local  fisher- 
men in  yawls  have  been  getting  good  catches  of 
late,  and  as  prices  are  ruling  high  decent  wages  are 
being  earned. 


On  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  charmed 
his  audience  at  the  British  Sea  Angling  Society 
by  his  masterly  handling  of  the  Report  on  the  Sea 
Fisheries  for  1902.  "  Most  interesting  and  in- 
structive, "  was  the  verdict. 


A  strange  marine  specimen  was  received  at  the 
Melbourne  Museum  on  Dec.  6,  1902,  from  Port 
Fairy.  It  was  9ft.  Gin.  in  length,  had  a  tail  resem- 
bling that  of  a  screw  tail-shaft,  no  teeth,  a  nozzle 
like  a  rhinoceros,  a  head  like  an  elephant,  two 
dorsal  fins,  four  side  fins,  and  two  steering  fins. 
The  skin  is  black  and  very  soft. 


The  Gresham  Angling  Society,  which  holds  its 
meeting  every  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C,  have  arranged  the 
following  programme  for  the  month  ending  Feb.  28, 
1903  : — 3rd — Committee  and  ordinary  meeting. 
10th— Paper  by  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer.  17th— Dis- 
cussion, "Anglers'  Fishes,"  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman 
opens.  24th — Gramophone  entertaimnent :  Mr.  F. 
C.  Maitland.  28th  (Sattirday) — Outing  to  Kelvedon. 


"  Take  my  bait !  "  cried  Hiawatha. 
Down  into  the  depths  beneath  him ; 
"  Take  my  bait,  O  sturgeon,  Nahma  ! 
Come  up  from  below  the  water. 
Let  us  see  which  is  the  stronger !  " 

— Longfellow. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Pearce  sends  the  following : — ■"  My 
friend  sends  me  from  abroad  the  following  fish 
story.  While  fishing  one  day  he  hooked  a  tremend- 
ous eel,  and  failing  to  land  same  sought  assistance, 
and  then  found  that  the  fish  had  lashed  its  tail  to  a 
tree  on  the  opposite  bank.  Desperate  efforts  to 
secure  same  having  failed,  they  fixed  its  tail  to  one 
tree  and  its  head  to  another,  left  it  in  the  sun  to 
dry,  and  the  natives  now  use  it  as  a  foot-bridge." 
[Glad  I  do  not  "play"  bridge.] 


A  correspondent  who  is  not  idle  notices  a  report 
from  the  "  Idle  "  fishing  club  in  the  issue  of  Jan  24. 
It  was  stated  that  "  letters  were  read  from  two 
members  resigning  their  membership  owing  to  their 
having  left  the  neighbourhood,  and  Mr.  Frank 
Steele,  also  a  member,  who  was  drowned  off  Filey 
during  last  summer."  Could  the  secretary  oblige 
with  the  post-mark,  and  tell  me  what  the  postage 
was  ?  Dragnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  great  change  in  the  weather. 
The  ice  has  gone  from  the  waters,  and  fishing  can 
be  had  both  from  poo)s  and  rivers.  Some  good 
pike  have  been  taken  since  the  frost  has  broken 
up  from  both  private  and  pubHc  waters.  Several 
good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Trent,  near  to 
Alrewas,  in  the  Midland  Piscatorial  waters.  The 
Avon  at  Stratford  has  been  fished,  and  the  catches 
of  pike  have  been  over  the  average.  On  Saturday 
(Jan.  24)  four  good  fish  were  taken  by  one  of  the 
local  anglers.  The  Avon  at  Evesham  and  down  the 
river  to  Fladbury,  and  as  low  as  Wyre,  has  been 
fished  with  success  ;  fish  up  to  81b.  have  been  taken 
with  the  spinning  bait,  roach  have  been  taken  with 
the  red  wheat;  they  seem  to  prefer  this  to  the 
white  wheat.  On  the  Severn  the  roach  are  going 
well  at  the  white  paste.  Our  clubs  are  busy  at 
making  new  members.  The  Gun  Society,  which 
meet  at  the  Gun  Inn,  Bath-street,  look  like  being 
the  largest  club  in  the  city;  they  have  already 
made  sixty-two  new  members  this  year.  This 
club  is  one  of  the  best  managed,  and  what  with 
the  prizes  and  other  inducements  offered  by  the 
host,  Mr.  Sid  Tookey,  the  society  will  in  a  short 
time  be  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country.  We  are 
making  a  number  of  new  clubs  in  and  round  about 
Birmingham.  A  new  club  is  being  formed  at  the 
Alma  Tavern,  Alma-street,  and  a  club  of  over 
eighty  strong  is  being  held  at  the  Union  Inn, 
Berner-street,  Aston.  Mr.  Tom  Atkins  is  the 
appointed  secretary,  and  he  informs  me 
that  he  intends  to  make  the  club  one  of  the 
best  in  Aston.  He  has  a  warm-hearted  supporter 
in  Mr.  Dare,  who  will  provide  the  chief  prizes  for 
the  annual  contest.  The  Old  Cottage  Society, 
which  meet  at  the  Aston  Lower  Grounds,  have 
made  forty-eight  new  members  this  year.  Some  of 
the  supporters  of  the  Aston  Villa  Club  have  joined 
the  club,  and  some  of  the  employees  from  Kynoch's. 
The  Latimer  Society,  at  their  general  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last,  decided  to  fish  their  annual  contest  on 
August  30  at  Upton-on-Severn.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  the 
president  of  the  Birmingham  Association,  is  now 
completing  his  water  renting  scheme,  and  will  be 
able  to  place  the  matter  before  the  delegates  in 
March  next. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

There  is  not  much  angling  going  on  in  the  Fen 
District  just  now,  but  the  sport  should  be  pretty 
generally  resumed  by  the  end  of  this  week,  as 
practically  all  the  ice  has  been  cleared  away,  and 
the  water  is  not  at  all  in  bad  condition  considering 
the  heavy  soakings  of  rain  we  had  before  the  frost. 
Those  who  have  Ijeen  out  during  the  past  few  days 
report  that  the  fish  are  most  inactive,  especially 
pike,  and  little  has_  been  done  in  this  particular 
branch  since  the  thaw  set  in.  The  best  fish  for 
mention,  taken  from  the  Forty-foot  (which,  by  the 
way,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  pike  streams  in 
the  district  at  this  time  of  the  year),  were  a  brace 
captured  on  Saturday  (Jan.  24)  in  the  Hubbert's 
Bridge  district,  weighing  just  under  81b.  the  pair. 
Those  who  angle  for  roach  continue  to  confine  their 
operations  to  the  ends  of  the  drains  which  discharge 
their  contents  into  the  main  streams,  but  those 
who  have  basketed  81b.  or  101b.  of  fish  have  been 
decidedly  lucky,  as  empty  creels  have  been  more 
the  order  of  the  day.  1  hear  the  Bain,  a  tributary 
of  the  Witham,  is  one  of  the  best  resorts  just  now 
for  the  red-fins.  It  is  always  an  excellent  winter 
stream,  and  is  not  so  often  affected  by  frost  and 
rain  as  some  of  the  other  watercourses  in  the 
district.  The  Sleafoid  Canal,  near  its  confluence 
with  the  Witham,  in  the  Chapel  Hill  district,  is 
also  spoken  of  as  being  a  likely  spot  for  roach ; 
indeed  sjme  rods  have  taken  a  few  red-fins  here 
weighing  up  to  lib.  apiece  since  the  disappearance 
of  the  Irost.  The  maggot  is  being  used  with  as 
much  success  as  the  worm,  and  anglers  will  no 
doubt  find  this  as  good  bait  as  any  during  the  next 
few  weeks.  With  finer  and  milder  weather  the 
sport  should  improve. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Heavy  rams  and  siiow-waler  in  the  rivers  at  end 
of  the  week  were  not  very  promising  lor  anglers. 
However,  in  some  of  the  bywaters  a  few  nice  roach 
were  taken  with  worm,  and  this  week  the  weather 
has  been  more  favourable,  and  sport  has  greatly 
improved,  especially  in  tlje  top  stretches  of  ihe 
River  Hull,  and  both  roach  and  pike  have  been 
taken ;  a  few  pike  have  also  been  secured  on  the 
Driffield  Canal,  whilst  at  Frodingham  Beckend 
some  very  good  roach  and  perch  have  been  taken 
with  worm  ;  odd  trout  have  also  been  hooked,  but 
returned  again,  owing  to  the  season  not  opening 


until  the  middle  of  March  in  the  Yorkshire  district, 
but  on  the  Lincolnshire  waters  it  opens  next  week, yet 
from  all  appearances  it  is  fully  a  month  too  early  even 
on  those  waters.  Grimsby  anglers  have  been  having 
a  little  sport  amongst  roach  and  pike  on  the  Ludd, 
and  report  the  river  in  fair  good  trim.  The  top 
reaches  of  the  Market  Weighton  canal  are  also  in 
fair  order,  and  pike,  perch,  and  roach  are  being 
taken,  the  former  with  live-bait  and  the  latter  with 
worm ;  one  angler  securing  three  very  good  pike 
and  a  few  roach  above  the  lock  on  Tuesday. 
Several  annual  meetings  and  prize  distributions 
have  taken  place  at  the  local  club  houses  during 
the  past  week.  The  Albion  Angling  Association 
elected  their  executive  for  1903  the  other  evening, 
Mr.  T.  Croker  being  elected  to  the  presidential 
chair.  On  Jan.  23  the  Hull  and  District  Amal- 
gamation distributed  their  annual  prizes  for  speci- 
men fish  caught,  Messs.  W.  Cox  and  H.  Hepworth 
taking  the  trout  prizes;  Blycroft,  Corngees,  and 
Barker,  roach ;  Scott,  Wellington,  and  Jennison, 
bream;  Marshall,  Williams,  and  Smith,  dace;  and 
Callaghan,  Stone,  and  Gray,  perch. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Tho  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Liver  Fly 
Fishers'  Association  was  an  enjoyable  one  and  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  the  association  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  They  are  fortunate  in  retaining  the 
services  of  several  true  and  efficient  officers.  Another 
important  meeting  also  held  in  Liverpool  was  the 
committee  of  the  local  centre  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association.  It  is  pleasing  to  see  amongst 
the  new  officers  Mr.  James  Reynolds,  who  has 
evidently  been  induced  to  come  from  retirement 
once  more  on  to  the  active  piscatorial  officials. 
The  tench  must  evidently  be  gaining  in  popularity, 
for  out  of  6,000  sent  out  lately  from  the  Manor 
Fishery,  Caistor,  2,000  have  come  to  this  county.  If 
you  want  to  court  trouble  mention  Hardy  Brothers' 
tinned  sprats  in  a  certain  house.  The  thrifty  wife 
not  approving  of  sardines  being  used  for  baits,  and 
thinking  worms  quite  good  enough,  appropriated 
some  tinned  sprats  from  the  good  man's  basket. 
The  study  of  faces  at  the  tea-table  a  few  days 
after  was  fine.  Moral,  leave  fishing  tackle  alone. 
After  all,  several  well-known  waters  were  not  ice- 
bound during  the  recent  frost,  and  those  fortunate 
enough  to  have  permits  and  did  not  use  them  are 
now  repenting.  Stocking  operations  have  been 
resumed  by  different  water  committees,  who  are 
anxious  to  complete  their  labours  next  month. 
Reports  from  Lancashire  rivers  are  very  scarce,  but 
there  is  an  agreement  in  opinion  that  in  the  coming 
summer  they  are  certaia  to  fish  better.  Local 
canals  are  yielding  a  few  fair-sized  fish  to  those 
hardy  enough  to  face  sitting  on  the  bank  this 
weather. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  Tuesday  last  (Jan.  27)  Mr.  W.  Smith  Night- 
ingale's lecture  to  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Royal  Walton  Angling  Society  at  Blaokley  was  well 
attended,  in  fact  the  room  was  full.  If  any  fault 
can  be  found  with  the  proceedings  it  was  in  the  fact 
that  the  programme  contained  enough  for  two 
evenings.  The  wrapt  attention  by  an  appreciative 
audience  was  a  flattering  testimony  to  the  popularity 
of  the  lecturer.  The  lantern  views  taken  by  members 
of  the  society  were  far  above  the  average.  Once  more 
the  veteran  angler,  Mr.  F.  J.  Seddon,  is  closely  in 
touch  with  an  angling  club,  having  the  North 
Manchester  Angling  Society  located  at  his  house, 
the  Derby  Arms,  Harpurley.  With  such  an  enthu- 
siastic house  this  club  is  bound  to  prosper.  The 
first  annual  dinner  was  a  great  success,  the  music 
being  good.  The  West  Salford  Anglers'  Association 
hold  their  first  annual  dinner  on  Feb.  11,  when  no 
doubt  host  Valentine,  of  football  fame,  will  provide 
some  excellent  bait.  The  referee  for  the  junior 
championship  at  Worsley  is  Mr.  F.  Baskerville, 
and  fjr  the  senior  event,  Mr.  A.  L.  Harkness, 
Mr.  R.  Mottram  acting  as  clerk  of  scales.  Natu- 
rally our  city  rods  are  fully  determined  to  get  early 
to  work  in  the  trout  fishing  season.  One  or  two 
waters  will  be  open  on  Feb.  2,  and  they  will  be 
fished.  A  city  rod  who  swears  by  blood  worms 
tried  them  on  the  grayling  on  Monday  last  with 
very  surprising  results,  at  least  so  his  companions 
thought.  Time  after  time  was  he  broken  by  good 
fish,  thus  showing  that  it  is  not  the  small  ones  only 
that  take  blood  worms. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  has  been  attended  with  manj"  drawbacks, 
and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  weather  was  not 
o  ily  very  unsettled,  but  likely  to  continue  so. 
Thj  Trent  has  been  running  in  moderately  high 
volume,  and  on  some  of  the  upper  reaches  roach 
have  taken  worms  and  gentles  more  freely  than  has 
been  the  case  for  several  weeks  past.  At  VVestern,  on 
Monday,  Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton  creeled  a  splendid  bag, 
which  also  included  bream ;  and  on  Tuesday  Mr. 
Pyser  and  friend,  of  Derby,  secured  upwards  of 


201b.  of  the  red-eyed  species.  Our  correspondent 
also  enjoyed  good  sport,  having,  amongst  other 
bream,  one  of  i^lh.  At  Rolleston,  on  the  22nd, 
Mr.  J.  Wils(jn,  of  the  City  Piscatorials,  ran  and 
landed  three  pike,  best  81b.,  and  a  brace  foil 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Wallace  Griffiths.  On  the  Shardlow 
section,  on  Jan.  21,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society,  took  seven  handsome  chub 
with  greaves,  and  he  was  after  the  roach  on  Satur- 
day (Jan.  24),  in  company  of  Mr.  H.  E.  Birks. 
Some  fine  samples  of  roach  have  been  got  at 
Clifton  and  Wilford,  and  visitors  to  Holme  Piorre- 
pont  are  reported  to  have  done  well  amongst  those 
fish  and  also  small  bream.  In  view  of  the  members 
of  the  City  Piscatorials  having  to  pass  over  the 
land  of  the  farmers  at  Rolleston,  Staythorpe, 
and  Avesham  in  order  to  reach  their  fishing  grounds 
on  the  river  it  was  decided  by  the  executive  of  the 
society  to  entertain  them  at  a  complimentary  dinner 
at  the  Crown  Inn  in  Rolleston  village.  The  dinner 
was  duly  brought  to  a  head  on  Thursday  night 
(Jan.  22),  and  was  a  great  social  success.  Mr.  J. 
Truman  presided,  with  Mr.  Harry  Warsop  in  the 
vice-chair,  and  besides  the  farmers  present  Mr.  E. 
H.  Barlow  (agent),  Mr.  W.  Webb,  and  Mr.  E. 
Cobham  attended  as  representatives  of  the  Kelham 
Estate.  Two  local  anglers  of  prominence  have  just 
passed  over  to  the  great  majority  in  Mr.  J.  Gaskia 
and  Mr.  Stephen  Wallis.  The  former  was  connected 
with  the  Kelham  Club,  and  the  latter  with  the  City 
Piscatorials. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  in  this  district  have  had  a  bad  time  of  it 
for  some  weeks  past ;  what  with  flood  and  frost  all 
the  streams  have  been  out  of  order,  and  very  few 
rods  have  been  out.  There  is  another  heavy  rise  on 
Severn  and  Teme,  and  the  Avon  is  of  a  nasty  milky 
colour,  and  should  we  have  no  more  rain  it  will  be 
some  time  before  either  stream  will  be  in  order  for 
fishing.  The  Upton  on-Severn  Angling  Association 
had  their  annual  smoking  concert  and  prize  distribu- 
tion at  the  Bell  Inn,  the  headquarters  of  the  club, 
on  Thursday,  Jan.  22.  The  president  of  the  associa- 
tion. Dr.  Montford,  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Farr  in  the  vice-chair,  supported  by  Dr.  Garman, 
Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  president  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association,  Mr.  J.  Gibbs,  etc.  There  was  a  large 
attendance  of  members  ;  the  balance-sheet  was  sub- 
mitted and  showed  the  association  to  be  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition,  and  the  prospects  for  next 
year  very  rosy,  owinz,  no  doubt,  to  the  exertions 
of  the  indefatigable  joint  secretaries,  Messrs. 
Beard  and  Walton,  who  were  unanimously  re- 
elected. The  chairman  then  distributed  the  numarous 
prizes  won  in  the  several  competitions  during  the 
past  season.  A  capital  programme  of  music  was 
well  rendered.  The  health  of  the  popular  president. 
Dr.  Cowley,  was  heartily  received,  and  drunk  with 
masical  honours,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening 
spent. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Harrogate  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  Montpelier  Hotel  re- 
cently, Mr.  W.  J.  Binns  presiding.  The  report 
presented  by  Mr.  R.  P.  Fortune  showed  the  asso- 
ciation to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  with  a 
small  balance  in  hand.  Mr.  F.  Carr,  of  Harrogate, 
was  elected  president.  The  Ouse  is  running  very 
high  this  week,  and  the  water  is  much  discoloured. 
The  condition  of  the  Foss  is  the  same,  and  in 
neither  river  have  anglers  made  any  serious 
attempt  at  sport.  Boisterous  winds  prevail.  En- 
thusiastic anglers  are  not  wanting  in  the  York 
district,  but  there  is  very  little  encouragement 
to  the  best  of  rodmen  at  present.  The  flood 
waters  have  adversely  affected  streams  farther 
afield,  and  local  anglers,  realising  that  they 
had  not  the  remotest  chance,  stayed  at  home, 
utilising  their  pleasure  time  in  some  other  way. 
Some  attention  is  being  given  to  pending  topics  of 
interest  to  the  sportsmen  who  follow  Walton,  the 
doings  of  the  York  and  District  Amalgamation 
coming  in  for  friendly  criticism  among  tlie  con- 
tributors and  other  bodies  of  anglers.  In  particular, 
the  action  of  the  society  in  taking  the  definite  stop 
with  regard  to  the  fixing  of  a  rule  applying  to  the 
needless  taking  of  immature  fish  in  waters  under 
their  jurisdiction,  is  freely  and  not  altogether 
appro vin.ly  discussed.  It  must  be  acknowledged, 
nevertheless,  that  a  very  wise  step  has  in  this 
connection  been  taken  by  the  Amalgamation  in 
supplying  the  list  of  standard  fish.  An  important 
point  is  raised  in  the  suggestion  that  the  rule  with 
regard  to  immature  fish  should  be  carried  out  in  its 
entirety  at  all  times. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  undergone  a  change  for  the 
better  at  last,  and  is  now  rather  like  spring.  On 
the  whole  the  prospects  are  good  for  ttiose  waters 
where  angling  opens  on  Feb.  1.    Salmon  have  been 
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The  only  tube  I  ever  invented  was  for  another 
purpose.  I  ara  sure  tliat  many  men  who  wear 
wading  trousers  nearly  up  to  their  armpits,  and  land 
their  trout  without  shifting  their  position,  must 
have  felt,  as  I  did,  that  when  wading  with  ordinary 
waders  only  coming  up  to  the  fork  how  handily 
came  in  the  top  of  the  left  wader  to  tuck  in  the  butt 
end  of  the  rod  as  one  used  both  hands  to  kill  and 
unhook  a  trout  when  in  the  landing-net  and 
"squirming  round,"  the  rod  also  resting  on  the 
inside  of  the  right  elbow ;  and  how  one  misses 
the  top  of  the  thigh  wader  in  which  to  tuck 
the  butt  of  the  rod  under  similar  circumstances 
when  wading  deep  in  "trousers."  So  I  had  a 
leather  tube  made,  with  a  keeper,  through  which 
keeper  an  ordinary  saddle-strap  is  passed.  It  is 
buckled  I'ound  the  waist.  I  had  it  made  too  long, 
six  inches  or  so,  and  I  recommend  that  if  made  at 
all  it  should  be  shorter,  just  deep  enough  to  grip  the 
butt  end  of  the  rod  well,  and  yet  long  enough  to 
prevent  any  possibility  of  the  rod  slipping  out  and 
pkmging  butt  end  foremost  into  the  river.  Such  a 
thing  can  be  made  so  easily,  and  with  so  little 
expense,  that  I  hope  someone  else  will  try  it — and 
reporc.    So  few  trouble  to  do  so. 

Fishing  a  pool  in  a  certain  river  which  I  used  to 
know  like  an  open  book,  I  fovmd  that  by  entering  a 
certain  long  pool  from  the  bottom,  and  feeling  my 
way  foot  by  foot  upwards,  I  could  make  a  good 
basket  of  trout  out  of  that  one  pool,  which,  strange 
to  say,  was  deepest  at  both  edges,  and,  further,  had 
bushes  growing  pretty  thickly  on  one  bank.  I  had 
to  use  trouser  waders,  and  I  often  got  so  keen  as  to 
get  over  them.  In  such  a  place  one  is  glad  to  rest 
the  rod  safely  in  a  tube  when  landing  a  trout,  when 
changing  a  fly,  or  when  in  any  way  manipulating 
the  fine  drawn  gut  casting  line  or  collar. — Yours 
truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


LIGHT  RODS,  ALSO  GOLF  CLUBS. 
Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  your  readers  to  learn 
that  the  makers  of  the  American  rod  that  your 
able  contributor  extols  so  highly  in  your  issue  of 
Jan.  24  refused  an  order  to  a  customer  of  ours  for 


LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  do  not  wish  to  hurt  Mr.  C.  Ed- 
wards' feelings,  nor  to  suggest  that  he  does  not 
know  what  "  not  one  of  the  correspondents  seems 
to  know"  about  weighing  a  rod.  But  I  cannot 
refrain  from  showing  how  utterly  absurd,  illogical, 
and  contrary  to  statical  laws  are  the  diagrams  with 
the  deductions  made  by  Mr.  Edwards  in  your  issue 
of  Jan.  24.  To  drive  his  proof  in  favour  of  the 
English  rod  (see  his  diagrams),  weighing  9Joz.. 
being  "lighter  in  the  hand^'  than  the  American  of 
5oz.  weight,  ad  ahsurdum,  let  me  show  (on  his 
reasoning)  how  a  Basque  rod,  used  on  the  coasts 
of  the  Basses  Pyrenees  for  grey  mullet,  made  of 
spliced  willow  and  bamboos,  measuring  some  25ft. 
in  length  and  weighing  anywhere  between  101b. 
and  L51b.,  can  be  shown  to  be  "lighter  in  the 
hand"  than  an  English  9|oz.  rod,  because  the 
"strain  on  the  wrist"  is  not  even  l|oz.,  but 
nothing  at  all ! 

In  this  case  there  is  no  strain  on  the  wrist  (by 
diagram),  and  the  rod  is  therefore  the  lightest 
possible  rod  to  fish  with  that  could  be  made ! 
America  and  England  must  take  back  seats,  and 
our  best  firms  must  import  "Basque  mullet  rods" 
"for  strength  (they  will  lift  a  251b.  dead  weight) 
and  hghtness  in  balance"!  No,  sir;  Mr.  Edwards 
knows  what  he  wants  to  mean,  but  his  meaning  is 
not  even  told  by  his  letter  and  diagrams.  His 
reasoning  is  also  unfair  on  both  rods  alike.  He 
shows  that  at  a  certain  distance  from  the  fulcrum 
(and  chooses  the  very  extremity  of  the  butt  handle) 
6oz.  will  balance  the  American  rod  and  IJoz.  the 
English,  and  proves  the  American  rod  "three  times 
heavier  to  fish  with  "  (should  it  not  be  four  times?). 
And  he  goes  on  to  show  that  because  these  weights 
are  those  needed  at  the  butt  extremity,  therefore 
they  exactly  represent  the  "wrist  strain"  at  quite 
another  point,  say  lOin.  up  the  rod  !  But  I  must 
not  waste  your  space  in  showing  that  even  another 
correspondent  does  not  know  how  to  judge  a  rod, 
though  he  may  be  able  to  weigh  it  (and,  provided 
our  scales  are  correct,  we  can  all  do  that). 

Argue  as  experts  may,  dead  weight  alone,  balance 
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reported  tt«  coming  up  rather  freely  on  the  majority 
of  the  earlier  waters,  and  as  far  as  can  be  known 
the  fish  appear  above  the  average  weight  for  spring 
fish.  The  VVaterville  Weir  fishery  has  been  succpss- 
ful  since  it  started  on  Jan.  1,  the  season  so  far  being 
much  better  than  the  corresponding  time  last  year. 
A  little  sea  angling  has  been  done  here  and  there 
occasionally,  but  very  little  sport  has  been  had  in 
this  department  anywhere. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebftor^ 

[PFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

FISHim  IN  ITALY— RE  REED  RODS. 

Dfar  Sir, — I  am  much  pleased  at  meeting  my  old 
and  valued  friend,  Mr.  W.  S.  Buddicom,  in  your 
columns,  anent  fishing  in  North  Italy,  where  there 
is  really  a  good  deal  to  be  done,  but  as  a  rule  one 
wants  to  get  rather  high  up  in  the  mountains  to  find 
good  trouting.  Anglers  thinking  of  foreign  rambles 
will  do  well  to  read  a  series  of  articles  now  appear- 
ing in  the  Field  :  "  The  Angler  in  Spain." 

It  is  no  very  terrible  or  expensive  journey  now-a- 
days  to  Northern  Spain;  the  surroundings  will  be 
found  very  picturesque,  and  the  sport,  I  think, 
generally  better  than  in  Northern  Italy.  Ampuero, 
on  the  Ason,  in  the  province  of  Santander  (see  Field 
of  Jan.  10),  is  specially  commendable,  for  it  seems  to 
possess  a  decent  inn,  which  is  not  the  case  at  some 
more  remote  villages,  and  the  Ason  holds  salmon  as 
well  as  trout.  For  an  enjoyable  ramble  in  these 
parts  a  knowledge  of  Spanish  would  be  almost 
essential,  otherwise  the  tourist  angler  would  have 
the  extra  expense  of  a  guide-interpreter,  not  always 
to  be  found. 

I  am  interested  in  Mr.  Buddicom's  description  of 
the  boys'  rods  at  Faido ;  the  giant  reed,  sometimes 
tipped  with  a  bit  of  wild  olive  or  other  tough  wood, 
was  just  what  we  used  in  dear  old  Morocco.  These 
reeds,  which  I  fitted  with  upright  rings  made  to  my 
order  by  a  native  blacksmith,  made  spleridid  sea- 
rods  in  various  stoutnesses  and  lengths;  I  never 
\ised  anything  else  out  there,  and  have  killed  a  501b. 
"  azlimzah  "  on  one  in  about  ten  minutes — true,  the 
line  was  strong  and  the  trace  wire.  Last  summer  I  got 
a  four-joint  reed  rod  from  Carter's  for  my  twelve- 
year-old  boy,  a  very  pretty  and  light  weapon, 
pleasant  to  fish  with.  He  had  some  good  sport  with 
roach  and  bream  up  to  2Jlb.,  and  the  top,  which  I 
think  is  lancewood,  is  as  straight  as  ever. — Yours 
truly,  CiiAs.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  Jan.  26. 


LICENCES  FOR  SALMON  RODS, 
Dear  Sir, — When  "  Nothing  New  "  shoots  with  a 
gun  in  each  hand  and  fires  the  guns  simultaneously, 
I  think  he  would  then  require  a  licence  for  each 
gun  ;  or,  should  his  loader  shoot  with  one  of  the 
guns,  I  think  it  would  be  a  parallel  case  to  his 
attendant  holding  one  rod  duly  baited  with  bait  in 
the  river,  and  without  doubt  both  would  be  illegal 
practices. 

I  have  very  often  fished  for  salmon,  harling  and 
trolling  from  a  boat  with  three  rods  at  a  time,  and 
seen  many  others  do  the  same  ;  but  in  my  case,  and 
1  believe  in  the  others,  each  rod  was  licensed,  and 
to  fisli  with  less  than  a  licence  for  each  rod  would 
undoubtedly  have  laid  the  angler  open  to  a  prose- 
cution.— Yours  truly,  F.  M.  Lesije. 

PLAN  FOR  CARRYING  LANDING-NET. 

Dear  Sir, — Had  your  correspondent  "A.  W." 
not  mentioned  my  name  I  should  not  have  written 
to  remind  him,  and  through  him  others,  that  my 
"  plan  "  is  not  vaunted  as  the  best  "  plan  for  carrying 
a  landing-net."  This  is  quite  of  secondary  import- 
ance to  its  real  mission — the  landing  of  trout  in  mid- 
stream made  easy  and  expeditious. 

I  need  hardly  say  I  tried  and  rejected  the  tube 
and  many  other  like  ideas,  not  because  the  tube 
would  not  serve  to  carry  the  net  quite  well ;  but 
how  on  earth  could  the  angler  net  the  trout  with 
the  handle  of  the  net  still  within  the  tube,  fixed  as 
it  is  to  his  creel  ?  No,  sir.  Your  correspondent 
must  read  what  I  had  said  once  more.  Meanwhile, 
let  me  say  that  as  a  more  fixture  to  carry  the  net  it 
seems  as  if  it  would  do  well,  and  ii  very  simple. 
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one  of  their  best  rods,  which  he  explained  was 
wanted  to  be  tested  against  an  "Aberdeen"  steel 
ribbed  rod  of  our  make  ! 

We  have  been  trying  what  could  be  done  in  the 
way  of  reducing  the  weight  whilst  retaining  as 
much  strength  as  possible  in  rod  production,  and 
we  have  verified,  Mr.  Editor,  your  conviction  as 
expressed  in  the  footnote  to  "  Val  Conson's"  letter 
in  your  last  impression  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  We 
have  succeeded  in  producing  a  3|oz.  8ft.  rod,  made 
on  the  lines  of  the  Don  Dah  which  you  use,  but  in 
two  joints  instead  of  three.  The  weight  rises  about 
foz.  to  each  foot  up  to  OJft.  This  we  think  we  can 
still  further  reduce,  whilst  still  retaining  more 
strength  than  the  American  rod  of  built  cane  at 
three  times  the  price  possesses. 

We  find  on  referring  to  our  books  that  we  made 
and  supplied  a  5oz.  Spt.  cane-built  rod  to  the  order 
of  a  leading  sporting  goods  house  in  the  U.S.A.  in 
1895. 

If  it  be  true  that  "  an  onlooker  sees  most  of  the 
game,"  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  quote  here  the 
written  comment  of  a  Swiss  customer  of  ours  re  this 
discussion,  on  sending  us  his  rod  to  be  steel  ribbed  : 
"  With  those  featherweight  rods  you  have  to  play  a 
Jib.  fish  five  minutes,  whereas  with  a  rational  and 
well  proportioned  rod  said  fish  would  be  creeled  in 
less  than  half  that  time!"  In  our  view  this  is 
distinctly  an  important  consideration. 

Still,  with  steel  ribbing  on  a  rod  the  power  would 
be  raised  to  its  highest  attainable  pitch,  and  the 
result  will  be  as  satisfactory  as  is  obtainable  at  the 
weight. 

We  have  applied  the  ribbing  to  golf  clubs  that 
have  got  weakened  with  use  and  age  with  such 
effect  as  to  have  got  the  hearty  approval  of  James 
Braid,  the  world's  champion  and  also  the  editor 
of  Oolf  Illustrated. — Yours  truly, 

Ashbourne.  Foster  Bros. 


at  about  the  hand  grip  alone,  stiffness  alone,  length 
alone,  etc.  alone,  if  taken  alone,  do  not  go  to  prove 
one  rod  better  than  another.  All  those  factors 
have  to  be  dealt  with,  and  even  then  it  will  be 
found  that  no  one  can  prove  one  rod  better  than 
another,  for  another,  because  of  his  partiality  for  it 
for  his  own  use. — Yours  truly,  C.  D.  F. 


Dear  Sir, — Seeing  that  the  controversy  re  light 
rods  is  still  in  full  swing  may  I  be  permitted  to  say 
that  in  my  humble  opinion  Mr.  C.  Edwards'  sugges- 
tion for  testing  weight  of  rods  seems  to  me  most 
practical?  It  is  a  pity  that  Mr.  Edwards  did  not 
specify  the  length  of  both  rods  and  also  give  the 
exact  point  of  suspending  the  rods  (measuring  from 
the  butt).  Being  much  interested  in  the  matter  1 
naturally  at  once  tested  my  rod,  which  I  consider  a 
very  satisfactory  rod  indeed  in  every  way,  and  I 
should  not  be  afraid  to  tackle  a  lOlb.  or  151b.  salmon 
on  it.  The  result  of  the  test  I  am  afraid  will  shock 
Mr.  Edwards.  The  rod  is  a  Foster  steel-ribbed, 
measures  10ft.  6Mn.  and  weighs  ll.Joz.  without 
button,  but  otherwise  all  on. 

On  suspending  at  a  point  9in.  from  end  it  took 
lib.  lloz.  to  counterbalance  remainder  of  rod,  and 
yet  it  is  considered  a  beautifully  light  and  well- 
balanced  rod  by  any  of  my  friends  who  have  handled 
it,  and  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  recommend- 
ing any  one  to  purchase  a  similar  rod.  It  is  stiff, 
but  with  plenty  of  spring  and  life  in  it  and  capable 
of  casting  a  good  line. 

Might  I  suggest  that  some  records  on  above  lines 
should  be  collected  and  published,  as  I  think  they 
would  be  useful  and  instructive? — Yours  faithfullv. 

Fly.' 


Dear  Sir, — The  undersigned  has  been  much 
interested  in  the  discussion  on  light  rods.  •'  North- 
umbrian "  appears  to  have  been  much  impressed 
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with  the  inventions  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  in 
regard  to  rods.  Will  your  correspondent  kindly 
state  what  these  consist  of  ?  It  ia  said  that  wire 
centres  were  invented  by  another  firm  in  the  Mid- 
lands, as  did  also  steel  ribbing.  Snake  rings  hailed 
from  a  firm  in  the  West  of  England,  and  cork 
liandles  from  Uppingham.  Universal  winch  fittings 
were  the  invention  of  Emel  Werger,  a  customer  of 
Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers ;  and  their  bridge  rings 
were  invented  by  another  customer  of  theirs.  Lloyd's 
lock-joints  ditto.  Well,  now  your  readers  may  ask 
with  reason  what  is  there  left  ?  for  outside  the  above 
list  there  is  practically  nothing  left  to  claim,  the 
list  I  have  given  being  nineteen-twentieths  of  what 
progress  has  been  made  during  the  last  half-century. 
— Yours  obediently,  YoRitSHiRE.' 


LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  the  correspondence  on 
the  above  subject  with  real  interest.  I  think,  in  a 
matter  of  so  much  importance  to  the  angling 
fraternity  in  general,  and  to  fly  fishers  in  particular, 
that  the  most  thoroughly  severe  and  exhaustive 
are  really  the  only  fair  tests.  Battles  fought 
solely  on  papsr  are  seldom  satisfactory  in 
their  ultimate  issue.  The  question  of  equipoise  I 
myself  have  always  considered  of  the  greatest 
importance,  feeling  that  one  can  use  a  well  balanced 
rod  with  a  sense  of  rest  and  ease,  whereas  an  ill 
balanced  rod  either  fatigues  the  fisherman  or  lacks 
power.  If  top-heavy  it  may  throw  a  long  line,  but 
will  weary  the  wrist  and  forearm.  If,  again,  the 
middle  and  top  joints  are  unduly  attenuated,  the 
rod  may  be  easy  to  fish  with,  but  lacks  power.  I 
give  these  as  my  opinions.  I  myself  am  a  firm 
believer  in  the  value  of  equipoise  in  a  fly  rod. 

So  much  for  that  part  of  the  discussion.  Now 
for  the  main  issue — the  value  of  rods  according  to 
their  weight,  or  rather  lightness.  And  here  1  think 
we  should  divest  ourselves  of  every  particle  of 
insular  or  other  prejudics.  If  our  American  brethren 
merit  the  palm,  let  them  wear  it  by  all  means ; 
but  let  them  by  no  means  wear  what  they  do  not 
deserve. 

I  seem  to  feel  (I  wish  to  avoid  the  mention  of 
names)  that  we  have  in  the  Mother  Country  as 
good  rod  makers  as  there  are  in  the  world  ;  and  as 
the  American  can  surely  have  no  special  heaven- 
sent monopoly  over  the  supply  of  any  particular 
kind  of  wood  or  cane,  why  on  earth  a  rod  made 
from  the  same  wood  or  cane  on  one  side  the 
Atlantic  should  be  equally  good,  yet  only  half  the 
weight  of  the  rod  made  by  an  equally  famous  firm 
on  the  other  side,  passes  my  comprehension,  and  I 
think  many  will  agree  with  me  here.  May  I  point 
out  that  the  time  seems  ripe  for  putting  to  a 
practical  test  the  issue. 

I  do  not  mean  a  mere  fly  throwing  or  casting 
tournament,  for  the  rods  specially  built  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  throwing  a  long  line  are  the  very  rods 
which  I,  personally,  should  run  away  from,  in  actual 
practice.  Nor  do  I  see  my  way  to  any  satisfactory 
result  from  an  international  meeting.  Nothing 
would  be  gained  thereby. 

My  suggestion  (and  I  submit  its  wisdom  to  my 
friend,  the  editor  of  this  paper)  would  be  to  form  a 
select  committee  of  English  and  other  gentlemen, 
and  every  member  a  fly  fisher  of  known  repute,  to 
test  the  relative  merits  of  English  and  American 
built  rods,  during  the  coming  season,  each  one  to 
do  so  independently  of  the  other,  and  then,  when 
the  season  has  closed,  to  call  a  meeting  together,  and 
see  if  anything  like  a  consensus  of  opinion  has 
been  arrived  at  and  to  report  accordingly. 

I  shall  be  only  too  glad  if  some  one^  will,  acting 
on  my  suggestion,  take  the  wind  entirely  out  of  my 
sails  by  a  suggestion  of  greater  value.— Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Edwards,  a  letter  from  whom 
appears  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  24,  may  know  how  to 
weigh  a  fishing  rod,  but  his  notions  of  logic  are,  to 
say  the  least,  peculiar. 

Having  given  the  results  of  a  comparison  between 
an  American  and  an  English  rod  in  his  possession, 
he  proceeds  to  draw  the  conclusion  that  '-American 
rods  are  really  three  times  heavier  to  fish  with."  A 
more  startling  example  of  the  process  known  as  the 
argument  from  the  particular  to  the  general  one  is 
seldom  privileged  to  meet  with. 

Now  that  the  correspondence  on  this  extremely 
important  subject  has  reached  its  present  pitch  I 
venture  to  suggest  a  means  of  settling  the  contro- 
versy. Could  not  you,  sir,  form  a  committee  of, 
say,  five  expejts,  men  Mho  would  command  the 
confidence  of  both  fishermen  and  rodmakers,  to 
inquire  into  the  matter  in  all  its  bearings,  theoretical 
and  practical,  and  report  their  conclusions  in  due 
course  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ■'.  The  unfortunate 
fisherman  who  wants  to  know  where  to  buy  iiis 
next  split-cane  may  then  be  able  to  make  up  his 
mind. — Yours  truly,  "  g_ 

P.S, — I  enclose  my  card. 


EXPERIENCE  WITH  RAINBOWS. 

Dear  Sir, — -Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  write  mo 
that  you  are  much  interested  in  rainbows,  and  that 
they  are  sure  you  would  like  to  hear  of  my  ex- 
perience with  them. 

Here  it  is.  Last  spring  a  deep  pond  of  about 
three-quarters  of  an  acre  near  this  house  was 
mudded  and  cleared  of  all  vegetation.  It  is  princi- 
pally supplied  by  springs,  and  as  soon  as  there  was 
sufficient  water  I  sent  for  one  hundred  yearlings 
from  Devonshire,  but  owing  to  a  mistake  as  to  the 
trains,  the  cans  were  left  standing  still  at  this 
station  for  over  three  hours,  with  the  result  that 
only  eight  of  the  fish  survived. 

Then  I  got  another  hundred,  also  from  Dovon, 
which  came  to  hand  all  right;  but  three  or  four 
weeks  after  they  had  been  introduced  into  the  pond 
I  was  anything  but  pleased  at  seeing  dead  rainbows 
floating  on  the  water,  and  ultimately  collected 
twenty-one  of  them. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  mortality. 
Possibly  it  may  have  arisen  from  deficiency  of  food 
in  a  recently  mudded  pond,  but  I  am  more  inclined 
to  attribute  it  to  the  presence  of  iron  or  some 
noxious  ingredient  in  the  clayey  soil  laid  bare  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pond,  as  the  water  was  of  a  bad- 
looking  yellow  colour. 

However,  the  water  increased  in  depth  and  im- 
proved in  colour,  the  rest  of  the  fish  survived,  and 
in  the  autumn  I  proceeded  to  sample  my  rainbows 
with  a  fly  one  evening  when  they  were  rising.  At 
first  I  was  greatly  disappointed,  as  the  fish  I  caught 
were  hardly  bigger  than  when  they  were  turned  in, 
at  which  time  they  averaged  about  6  Jin.  Then  I 
was  encouraged  by  catching  some  of  8in.,  and  at 
last  I  got  larger  ones,  the  biggest  measuring  ll|in., 
and  showing  a  growth  of  5in.  in  five  months. 

The  variability  of  these  growths  is  rather  sur- 
prising, and  I  hardly  know  how  to  account  for  it. 
Of  course  there  is  the  food  question,  and  in  this 
case  there  must  have  been  at  first  a  great  lack  of 
insect  and  animal  food.  I  have  done  my  best  to 
remedy  that  for  the  future  by  planting  various 
kinds  of  aquatic  plants,  and  by  introducing  snails, 
shrimps,  etc.    What  more  can  I  do? — Yours  truly, 

G.  Arnold. 

[It  looks  as  if  the  twenty-one  rainbows  which  died 
were  killed  by  the  water  or  something  in  it  not  suit- 
ing them.  They  would  take  a  long  time  to  starve  to 
death.  We  hardly  like  to  suggest  that  the  more 
rapid  growth  of  some  of  the  fish  may  possibly  be 
caused  by  their  having  eaten  some  of  the  smaller 
fish.  It  takes  some  time  to  establish  food  for  fish, 
especially  in  a  pond  fed  by  springs.  If  the  shrimps 
put  in  have  increased,  the  food  difficulty  seems  to 
be  got  over. — Ed.] 


NETTING  AT  HENLEY-ON-THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — A  few  lines  only  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Mead's  letter  in  your  last  issue,  and  then  I  finally 
retire  from  further  correspondence  on  this  matter. 
Mr.  Mead,  having  made  a  direct  attack  on  a  gentle- 
man, which  has  failed  ignominiously  and  ended  in  a 
fizzle,  with  the  result,  as  Mr.  Mead  admits,  of  "severe 
strictures  "  being  passed  on  him,  now  tries  to  cover 
his  defeat  by  making  still  more  vague  and  unsub- 
stantiated insinuations  of  incessant  netting.  The 
prayer  of  the  old  Highland  cateran,  "Oh,  Lard,  tak 
everything  from  everybody  and  gie  it  a'  to  me," 
appears  to  be  the  formula  that  Mr.  Mead  regards 
as  imperative  for  the  removal  of  his  ridiculous 
"objections"  and  whimsical  "grievances."  As  to 
the  use  of  the  terms  "somebody"  and  "nobody,"  they 
were  only  employed  as  a  homely,  rough  and  ready 
method  of  describing  the  difference  that  existed  in  the 
social  positions  of  attacker  and  attacked,  and  as  Mr. 
Mead  explicitly  states  he  does  notobjectto  part  of  the 
descripti'in  as  applied  to  himself,  no  harm  has  been 
done.  Certainly  it  is  nothing  to  the  discredit  of 
Mr.  Mead  that  he  combines  the  business  of  hair- 
cutter,  barber,  and  umbrella  mender  with  the  sale 
of  rods,  tackle,  and  live  bait ;  but  it  is  equally  cer- 
tain that  there  is  nothing  to  the  discredit  of  Mr. 
Rhodes  (as  Mr.  Mead  alleges)  in  his  exercising  a 
riijht  that  has  for  centuries  belongsd  to  the  pro- 
perty he  owns.  With  regard  to  my  have  assumed 
a  nom  de  plume,  it  was  open  to  Mr.  Mead  to  have 
done  the  same,  but  probably  it  suited  him  better 
not  to  do  so  ;  as  he  performs  the  part  of  Figaro  to 
his  customers  he  can  now  slap  himself  on  the  chest 
and  cry,  "  Just  see  !  What  a  brave  man  I  am  !  "  It 
ii  a  good  gratis  advertisement  for  him  ;  it  will  help 
him  to  pose  as  the  "Village  Hampden,"  and  the 
champion  of  a  certain  very  ill-aclvise  1  class  of 
Thames  anglers,  who,  thanks  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  rest  of  the  community,  are  in  a  decided 
majority.  As  a  nom  de  plume  has  ever  been  a 
recognised  method  of  joining  in  a  newspaper  con- 
troversy (in  this  case  a  storm  in  a  teacup)  v\hich  ha-i 
been  sanctioned  by  every  one  of  th^m  tr(_m"The 
Thunderer "  downwards,  I  shall  disappoint  Mr. 
Mead  by  once  more  signing  myself      Fair  Play; 

Jan.  26, 


NETTING  ON  THE  l  l'l'EU  THAMES. 

Sir, — May  I,  as  one  having  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  fishery  matters  on  the  Upper  Thames, 
suggest  to  Mr.  Stanley  Mead  that,  in  his  enthu.siasm 
for  thecauso  which  we  all  have  at  heart,  he  may  really 
be  doing  more  harm  than  good  in  his  strictures  on 
the  Henley  Preservation  Society  and  on  the  riparian 
owner  who  occasionally  nets  the  Thame?  in  the 
Henley  district?  The  netting  in  this  instance  is, 
without  question,  done  for  the  purpose  of  either- 
continuing  or  establishing— I  do  not  pretend  to  say 
which— a  private  right  of  fishery.  It  is  done  in 
accordance  with  the  bye-laws  of  the  Conservators, 
under  which  the  nets  used  are  of  large  mash  and 
of  small  size,  so  that  little  rea'  harm  can  be  done. 

Had  not  the  London  angling  clubs,  town  councils, 
upper  river  associations,  and  others  fouf^ht  the 
Conservancy  when  they  proposed  a  new^netting 
bye-law  some  years  ago.  this  gentleman  and  other 
riparian  owners  could  have  swept  the  river  with 
nets  of  any  size  they  pleased,  and  Thames  fishery 
preservation  above  Staines  would  soon  have  been  a 
thing  of  the  past.  But  as  regards  any  nettin'» 
which  may  take  place  (as  now  restricted  by  bye° 
law)  it  is  not  a  very  serious  matter,  though  of 
course  every  angler  must  detest  the  idea  of  any 
such  thing.  By  all  means  let  Mr.  Stanley  Mead 
and  other  reporters  tell  us  when  these  nettings  take 
place  ;  but  it  is  no  use  our  growling,  and  still  less 
use — indeed,  actually  harmful — attacking  thi.3  or 
that  fishery  association  which  can  do  nothing  to 
prevent  such  acts. 

I  know  of  no  place  on  the  Upper  Thames  which 
gives  better  fishing  than  Henley,  and  this  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  splendid  efforts  of  the  Henley  Fishery 
Preservation  Society,  for  which  its  honorary  secre- 
tary deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  the  extremely 
hard  work  he  has  devoted  to  the  good  cause — always 
unpaid,  be  it  remembered — and  for  the  invariable 
tact  and  good  sense  which  he  has  shown. 

It  may  be  some  consolation  to  Mr.  Mead  and 
others,  as  it  is  to  myself,  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
more  netting  takes  place,  and  greater  the  difficulties 
which  are  placed  in  the  way  of  Thames  anglers,  the 
more  nearly  we  approach  that  Act  of  Parliainent 
which  must  come,  and,  before  many  years  have 
passed,  which  will  free,  by  purchase  or  otherwise, 
the  Upper  Thames  fisheries,  so  far  as  they  can 
be  legally  established  to  be  private.  Nothing 
would  hasten  that  Act  more  than  to  have  every 
fishery  on  the  Upper  Thames  closed  against  the 
public  to-morrow. — Yours  truly.  Upper  Thames. 

P.S.— I  hear  complaints  from  time  to  time  of 
excessive  numbers  of  undersized  roach  and  other 
fish  being  taken  out  of  the  Thames  and  sold  for 
bait.  This  is  a  matter  which  surely  the  fishery 
associations  should  take  up. 


RE  THE  NETTING  AT  HENLEY-ON-THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — If  Mr.  Mead  and  his  collaborators 
knew  precisely  what  they  were  writing  about  they 
would  not  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  admit- 
ting their  ignorance  by  requesting  information 
through  me.  I  may  say  at  once  that  I  have  not 
the  slightest  inclination  to  impart  the  information, 
although  it  is  to  my  hand  and  is  eminently  satis- 
factory as  compared  with  the  tall  reports  before 
alluded  to.  Neither  do  I  intend  to  lend  myself  to 
the  stirring  up  of  strife  between  the  riparian  owners 
and  the  anghng  public,  which  the  course  pursued 
by  Mr.  Mead  and  his  friends,  if  persisted  in,  will 
probably  effectually  do. 

If  they  will  interview  the  gentleman  who  carried 
out  the  netting  he  will  doubtless  be  delighted  to 
receive  them,  and  they  will  in  all  probability  learu 
the  plain  truth. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  signed  "  Fair  Play  "  gave 
some  most  excellent  advice  which  might  well  have 
been  respected,  and  although  Mr.  Mead  rushed  into 
print  with  the  full  conviction  that  I  was  the  author 
of  the  "  Fair  Play  "  letter,  I  can  assure  him  (as  you, 
sir,  are  aware)  that  he  is  utterly  and  absolutely 
wrong,  and  I  have  not  the  remotest  idea  of  "Fair 
Play's  "  identity. 

The  remainder  of  the  effusion  I  can  well  afford  to 
treat  with  the  contempt  that  it  so  richly  merits, 
and  I  purpose  acting  exactly  in  the  same  manner  in 
regai-d  to  any  further  communication  emanating 
from  the  same,  or  similar,  source. 

I  regret  to  have  to  trouble  you  with  this  letter, 
but  such  a  foolish  and  benighted  policy  as  is  in- 
dicated by  the  expressions  contained  in  the  letter 
over  "  Stanley  Mead's  "  signature  calls  for  a  stron<' 
rejoinder  belore  very  serious  mischief  is  done.-^ 
Yours  faithfully,  A.  Edward  Hobb.s, 

Hon.  Sec.  H.F.P.A. 

[  This  correspondence  must  cease,  as  there  is  no 
good  in  anglers  airing  grievances  or  fancied  griev- 
ances in  connection  with  water  which  is  not  public 
water  ;  it  only  jeopardises  the  pri\  ileges  anglers  now 
enjoy. — Ed  j  .     .  , 
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FISHING  IN  THE  STOUR  NEAR  GROVE 
FERRY. 

Deab  Sie, — As  an  old  angler  and  correspondent 
may  I  beg  space  in  "  our  paper  "  to  vent  a  grievance 
affecting  all  of  "us"  who  fish  the  Stour  at  and 
about  Grove  Ferry,  and  at  the  same  time  to  beg 
others  who  may  have  been  troubled  in  the  same 
way  when  fishing  there  to  kindly  say  if  they  agree 
with  me,  not  only  as  to  the  fact,  which  is  indisput- 
able, but  as  to  its  cause,  its  effect  on  fish  life,  and 
therefore  on  sport,  and  how  to  remedy,  or  cause  to 
be  remedied,  that  which  is  rapidly  ruining  a  valuable 
fishery? 

As  recently  as  Jan.  25 1  was  fishing  between  Grove 
Ferry  and  Fordwich,  spinning  for  jack,  and  again 
and  again  the  hook  came  home  quite  smothered 
in  a  glutinous  sort  of  slime,  which  was  most  un- 
pleasant to  remove  with  the  fingers.  Rotten  weeds 
and  leaves  one  expects  to  pick  up  at  times,  but 
surely  this  gelatinous  filth,  disgusting  to  see  and  to 
handle,  i- — well,  out  of  place.  Investigation  shows 
that  at  Fordwich  there  is  an  "  outlet  "  of  something 
from  somewhere.  Each  time  I  have  seen  this  out- 
let it  has  been  belching  out  a  volume  of  liquid 
sufficient  in  bulk  to  create  a  foam-crested  whirl  in 
the  river.  From  this  point  downwards  for  some 
mile  or  more  fishing  is  a  farce,  the  bottom  being 
overlaid  with  an  inky-coloured  filth,  similar  in  con- 
sistency to  that  lower  down  but  darker  in  shade, 
and  doubtless  more  deadly  to  ova,  fry,  and  fish 
gerierally  ;  in  fact,  this  part  of  the  river  looks  dead. 
This  substance  may  be  picked  up  below  Grove 
Ferry,  some  six  miles  below  the  "outlet"  which 
supplies  it  (according  to  my  information),  and  was 
picked  up  there  on  the  above  date. 

The  jack  taken  are  long  and  lean,  and  not  once 
have  I  found  a  particle  of  food  in  the  stomach  in 
any  stage  of  digestion,  whereas  in  the  Thames  fish 
one  finds  any  number  of  baits  in  various  stages,  and 
it  is  quite  a  rarity  to  take  an  empty  fish. 

I  bel  ieve  this  condition  of  the  water  largely  pre- 
vents— (1)  Fish  from  depositing  ova;  (2)  Kills  off 
quantities  of  newly-hatched  fry;  (3)  Prevents 
development  of  such  as  are  strong  enough  to  survive 
at  all.  And  in  the  case  of  roach  and  such  other 
kinds  as  provide  food  for  the  jack,  not  only  do  the 
above  remarks  apply,  but  the  fish  take  themselves 
off  elsewhere,  and  this  explains  why  the  jack  are 
empty,  lean,  and  long. — Yours  faithfully, 

C.  L.  Mathews. 

[Very  sorry  that  Mr.  Mathews  has  such  a  bad 
account  to  send.  The  last  time  I  saw  the  Stour 
below  Canterbury  it  was  being  rapidly  ruined  by  the 
horrible  outflow  from  the  sewage  farm — the  curse 
of  our  rivers.  I  think  Mr.  Mathews  would  do  more 
good  by  agitating  the  question  in  the  Canterbury 
papers.— Ed.] 


MR.  GORDON'S  PIKE  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — If  Mr.  Theodore  Gordon  will  give  the 
dressing  of  his  pike  fly  I  shall  be  much  obliged. — 
Yours  tiuly,  "Novice." 


A  GOOD  CATCH  OF  PIKE  AT  AVON  TYRELL. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Jan.  22  Messrs.  Polden  and  Dixon, 
fishing  the  above,  caught  sixteen  pike  weighing 
1031b.,  losing  six  or  seven  fish  and  some  rare  tackle. 
— Yours  truly,  Geo.  W.  Jessop. 


A  NINE-POUND  PIKE  TAKING  A  ONE-AND- 
A-HALF  POUND  PERCH ! 
Dear  Sir, — Hayter,  the  fishennan  attached  to 
the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Ringwood,  this  morning 
(Jan.  26)  brought  me  to  look  at  a  partly-digested 
l|lb.  perch  taken  out  of  the  maw  of  a  91b.  pike 
caught  yesterday  in  the  Avon  by  Mr.  Powcenby, 
lately  staying  at  the  above  hotel. — Yours  truly, 

Geo.  W.  Jessop. 

FISHING  AT  KIDDERMINSTER,— A  WHITE 
PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  in  your  Birmingham  corre- 
spondent's notes  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  24 
that  there  are  clubs  looking  out  for  water  for  its 
members.  If  any  society  will  write  to  me,  I  will 
give  them  particulars  of  two  fishings  that  may  be 
had  at  Kidderminster.  By  the  way,  two  years  ago 
I  took  a  small  pike  about  31b.  weight  that  was  quite 
white ;  all  my  angling  friends  who  saw  it  had  never 
Been  one  like  it  before. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Ebury. 
2,  Stourbridge  Street,  Kidderminster. 
Jan.  26. 


SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  wonder  if  any  of  your  readers  could 
give  me  any  personal  information  as  to  the  best 
lochs  for  sea-trout  and  brown  trout  fishing  and 
average  size  of  same.  Also  re  accommodation  and 
best  months  for  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

Sea-Tkout, 


TROUT  AND  FLOODS. 

Sir, — On  Jan.  5  I  put  in  five  hundred  two-year- 
old  trout ;  later  in  the  day  we  had  a  fairly  good 
flood,  the  miller  had  to  raise  the  big  hatches  at  the 
mill.  What  effect  will  that  have  on  those  five 
hundred  trout  ? — Yours  obediently, 

Wades  Mill.  B.  Dawson. 

[It  was  very  unfortunate,  but  if  the  fish  were  fairly 
strong  and  put  in  a  good  way  up  above  the  mill  I 
do  not  think  they  would  be  carried  down,  as  there 
are  plenty  of  sheltered  corners  where  they  could  get 
o\it  of  the  force  of  the  stream.  If  they'were  weak 
when  put  in— after  a  long  journey — they  would  not 
have  so  much  chance  of  avoiding  being  carried 
down. — -Ed.] 

KINKING  OF  SPINNING  LINES. 
Dear  Sir, — What  is  the  best  way  to  prevent 
kinking  of  the  line  when  spinning? — Yours  truly. 

F.  B.  G. 

[The  best  plan  is  to  use  one  of  the  leads  which 
hang  beloiv  the  line,  like  the  Fishing  Gazette  Lead  or 
the  Jardine- Archer  Lead.  You  can  also  take  kink 
out  by  reversing  the  spin  of  your  bait  by  bending 
the  tail  the  reverse  way  ;  but  the  lead  is  the  best 
preventive.  Of  course,  you  want  two  or  three  well- 
oiled  swivels  between  the  bait  and  the  lead. — Ed.] 

"WERE  THE  TROUT  KILLED  BY 
LIGHTNING?  " 
Dear  Mr.  Marston, — How  about  thunder  and 
concussion  near  the  window?  I  would  like  to  read 
that  article  on  "Thunderstorms  and  Fish  Mortality." 
Is  there  any  translation,  or  is  it  in  the  French 
language  ? 

If  direct  effect  of  lightning — the  river  Lea  case 
looks  like  it  —  would  someone  explain  the  direct 
action  of  the  lightning  flash  on  the  tank  or  on  (or 
in)  water. 

Red  Coloured  Trout  of  Faeojs. 

I  had  one  sent  me  lately  which  was  preserved  in 
spirits  and  in  a  jar;  I  sent  it  on  to  the  Edinburgh 
Museum.  I  had  caught  similar  trout  in  a  loch  near 
Eide  in  Faroe.  There  is  another  loch  where  all  the 
trout  are  red  in  colour,  or  charr -coloured,  and  even 
more  crimson  than  charr.  Can  any  of  your  readers 
say  direct  cause  of  this  rich  pigmentation?  In  the 
loch  near  Eide-fjord  (no  access  to  or  from  the  sea) 
only  a  small  percentage  were  red ;  others  were 
handsome  also,  but  showed  no  red  pigmentation. 
Red  appears  to  me  to  be  a  pigment  indicative  of 
rich  food,  and  probably  bottom  food.  Query — Are 
all  species  of  charr  red,  and  do  all  species  of  charr 
live  in  deep  water? 

The  specimen  I  sent  to  Edinburgh  Museum  did 
not  appear  to  me  anything  near  as  red  as  those  I 
saw  fresh  caught.  Perhaps  someone  having  more 
experience  of  these  Faroe  red  trout  will  give  you 
their  experiences,  and  some  specialist  in  pigmenta- 
tion the  causes  of  it. — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Harvie  Brown. 

[I  think  we  had  a  note  of  the  German  account  of 
fish  killed  by  lightning  some  years  ago — will  try  to 
find  it.  The  concussion  theory  had  also  occurred 
to  me,  only  why  were  all  the  trout  in  all  the  other 
tanks  uninjured?  Concussion  might  welliburst  the 
air  bladders,  but  that  would  of  itself  not  kill  the 
fish,  as  some  fishermen  who  keep  sea  flsh  alive  for 
market  are  said  to  pierce  the  bladder  with  a  needle 
so  that  the  fish  must  keep  to  the  bottom  of  the 
tank. — The  question  of  colour  in  fish  skin  is  a  very 
big  one,  and  has  not  been  explained  satisfactorily 
as  far  as  I  know.  Light  has  great  effect  on  it,  and 
probably  food  has  something  to  do  with  it. — Ed.] 


PATCHES. 

Sir, — The  method  of  numbering  hooks,  the 
"  scale  of  sizes  "  as  it  is  called,  is  a  reproach  to  us. 
I  beg  modestly  to  propose  the  instant  abolition  of 
the  two  jarring  scales  in  use,  and  the  substitution  of 
my  own. 

"Take  any  line  A  B,"  says  Euclid,  "limited 
towards  A  and  unlimited  towards  B,"  etc.  This  is 
what  the  scale  makers  did,  and  so  made  a  mess  of 
things.  Euclid  knew  what  he  was  doing,  the  scale 
designers  did  not ;  hence  my  appearance  as  a 
reformer.  Yes ;  the  scale  makers  took  a  line 
limited  at  one  end,  the  smaller  end,  and  called  the 
hook  there  No.  1,  the  next  larger  size  No.  2,  then 
No.  3,  and  so  on  ad  infinitum  at  this  end.  An 
excellent  arrangement  if  only  it  were  declared  felony 
to  make  a  hook  smaller  than  No.  1,  but  before  the 
wiseacres  had  time  to  congratulate  themselves  on 
their  smartness  a  fellow  came  along  and  made  a 
hook  smaller  than  their  smallest,  and  next  day 
another  midge  man  designed  another  smaller  than 
this.  The  inelastic,  unscientific  system  could  not 
meet  this,  and  so  these  small  sizes,  "outside  the 
scope  of  the  act,"  are  denoted  by  0,  00,  000,  and 
such  like  fearsome  picture  writing. 


Then  another  school  perceived  a  more  excellent 
way — bless  the  mark  ! — and  set  to  work  from  the 
other  end.  They  said.  Let  us  make  the  biggest 
hook  No.  1  and  so  go  downwards,  and  then  we  can 
snap  our  fingers  at  the  designers  of  the  most  micro- 
scopic of  hooks  so  long  as  we  have  the  resources  of 
arithmetic  to  draw  upon.  Needless  to  say,  some  one 
presently  appeared  on  the  scene  and  made  a  hook 
bigger  than  their  No.  1,  and  so  the  whole  scheme 
collapsed.  Nothing  for  it  in  fact  but  to  call  these 
bigger  hooks  J,  and  such  like,  the  which  is 

done  daily  to  the  shame  and  confusion  of  the 
sensitive  angler  proud  of  his  craft.  A  fundamental 
error  vitiates  both  systems — namely,  the  assump- 
tion that  there  is  in  existence  such  a  thing  as  the 
positive  great  or  the  positive  small.  This  was  fatal. 
Let  us  avoid  the  like,  and  taking  science  and 
common  sense  to  our  aid  proceed  to  work  warily. 

Take  any  hook,  H,  and  proceeding  to  the  right 
(and  increasing  the  size)  we  naturally  desigrnate  the 
series  2H,  3H,  4H,  and  so  on  as  far  as^'need  be. 
Again  proceeding  to  the  left  from  H  (and  diminish- 
ing the  size)  we  as  naturally  as  before  designate  the 
series  JH,  JH.  }H,  and  so  on.  Here,  then,  is  a 
scale  unlimited  at  both  ends.  But  the  letter  "H  " 
being  common  to  each  term  does  not  differentiate, 
and  therefore  we  reject  it  as  useless.  So  our  scale 
stands  :  +  J,  J,  J,  i,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  -f .  Being  logical 
and  scientific  this  scale  meets  all  vagaries  of  hook 
making,  and  is  equally  convenient  and  clear 
whether  we  make  No.  1  the  smallest  or  largest 
hook  going.  Common  sense,  however,  suggests 
that  No.  1  sliould  bo  midway  between  the  two 
extreme  sizes. 

This  being  done  everything  is  perfect.  The  big 
hook  has  a  big  number,  the  small  hook  has  a  small 
(fractional)  number.  A  judiciously  chosen  No.  1, 
say  the  hook  sufficient  to  float  a  single  May  Fly, 
being  selected,  we  shall  have  a  half  dozen  sizes  or 
so  above  this,  and  as  many  below,  for  working 
purposes,  and  no  confusion  can  arise.  No.  Jjj  and 
No.  10  are  very  far  apart.  No  fishing  tackle  maker 
can  be  in  doubt  as  to  which  is  meant  from  the 
terms  of  his  orders  no  matter  how  confused  the 
handwriting.  The  plan  therefore  holds  the  field, 
and  I  hope  to  see  it  adopted  without  loss  of  time. 

Mr.  Tod's  method  of  carrying  a  landing-net  is,  I 
have  no  doubt,  excellent,  but  it  applies  chiefly  to 
wading.  At  least  so  I  have  been  told.  I  have  been 
carrying  my  landing-net  (and  gaff)  with  great  satis- 
faction to  myself  for  some  ten  years,  thanks  to  a 
writer  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  for  bank  purposes 
I  do  not  see  how  the  method  can  be  improved  on. 
A  piece  of  catapult  rubber  some  two  feet  long  is 
the  great  essential.  A  short  piece  of  cord  attached 
to  this  at  one  end  and  terminating  in  a  loop  which 
can  be  caught  between  the  landing-net  (or  gaff)  and 
shaft  head  finishes  oft'  one  end  of  the  rubber ;  the 
other  end  terminates  in  a  small  brass  curtain  ring. 
This  sling  enables  one  to  carry  a  net  or  gaff  with 
great  ease  and  convenience.  To  attach,  pass  the 
shaft  through  the  ring,  the  male  screw  of  net  or  gaff 
through  the  small  loop,  which  thus  forms  a' washer 
and  should  fit  tight ;  screw  on  net  or  gaff  and  all  is 
complete.  Pass  the  sling  over  left  shoulder  and 
under  right  arm,  and  if  it  is  of  proper  length  it  will 
hold  the  net  tightly  and  not  too  tightly  across  the 
back.  Fishing  from  the  bank  two  handed  and  alone 
this  plan  I  have  found  excellent,  and  a  sling  if  pro- 
perly made  will  last  for  years.  A  gaff  carried  in 
this  way  should  always  have  the  point  covered. 

A  last  word  about  knots.  The  editor  says  we  are 
to  splice  a  stout  link  of  gut  to  our  reel  line  and 
fasten  tliis  to  the  collar  with  a  fisherman's  knot  and 
there  you  are.  I  don't  know  what  a  fisherman's 
knot  is,  but  let  that  pass.  Why  not  fisherman 
knot  the  reel  line  and  collar  together  and  have  donei 
with  it  ?  Will  the  fisherman's  knot  come  easily 
undone  with  a  gut  tying,  but  not  with  gut-and-line 
tying  ?  Dispensing  with  the  knot  which  so  often 
fouls  the  fiy  is  good,  but  how  the  extra  gut  link 
helps  I  am  unable  to  see. — Yours  truly,  Mona. 

[The  hook  manufacturers  do  not  wish  to  have 
one  uniform  scale  for  numbering  hooks.  This  was 
patent  from  the  long  correspondence  on  the  subject 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  years  back.  Mr.  Tod's 
method  of  carrying  tha  landing-net  answers  for 
fishing  from  the  bank  as  well  as  for  wading.  I 
prefer  it  to  the  india-rubber  sling  dodge  used  by 
that  capital  angler,  the  late  Sir  Assheton  Wilmot. 
I  tried  it,  but  I  found  I  always  knocked  my  hat  oft" 
in  passing  the  sling  over  my  head— which  was 
unpleasant  when  wading — also  one's  pipe  or  cigar 
was  liable  to  come  to  grief.  I  only  said  that  I  had 
found  whipping  a  bit  of  gut  to  the  reel-line,  and 
then  fastening  the  cast  to  it  with  the  same  kind  of 
knot  as  used  in  making  up  casts.  I  often  do  knot 
tlie  cast  direct  to  the  reel-line  as  "  Mona  "  suggests, 
but  the  length  of  gut  whipped  on  is  far  neater,  and 
the  fly  does  not  catch  in  the  gut  knot  as  it  does  in 
the  knot  at  end  of  reel-line,  which  is,  of  course, 
larger. — Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Stone  found  in  a  Trout. 

Mb.  H.  Gabnett  Rolt  says : — "  I  send  you  rather 
a  curiosity  for  your  museum — a  flat,  jagged  stone 
I  took  out  of  a  half-pound  trout  in  perfect  condition 
which  I  caught  in  the  river  Lugg  in  June  last.  How 
did  it  get  there  ?  Small  gravel"!  have  frequently 
found.  Could  this  stone  at  one  time  have  been 
covered  with  silkweed,  and  the  fish  swallowed  it 
whole  as  a  bonne  bouche  ?  '- 

The  stone  just  covers  a  halfpenny,  and  is  as 
thick  as  two  halfcrowns.  I  should  think  that  it 
probably  had  some  caddis  grubs  adhering  to  it,  and 
to  get  his  oyster  the  trout  had  to  swallow  the  shell. 

Exteaobdinaby  Captuee  of  a  Pike. 
Mr.  Frank  Palmer,  manager  of  the  Castle  Hotel, 
Dudley,  sends  me  the  following  note.  I  do  not 
think  I  ever  remember  hearing  of  a  pike  being 
captured  in  the  way  Mr.  Palmer  describes.  It 
looks  as  if  the  fish  had  got  the  cork  pilot  float  fixed 
in  its  teeth,  or  else  the  line  caught  in  them.  Mr. 
Palmer  does  not  say  the  size  of  the  fish,  but  it 
must  have  been  a  small  one  I  imagine.  I  have 
seen  a  fish  strike  at  the  lead  on  a  spinning  trace, 
and  have  seen  a  big  perch  in  the  Severn  try  to 
swallow  a  large  flat  ledger  lead  as  I  pulled  in  my 
ledger.    He  dashed  at  it  repeatedly. 

"  Sir, — Whilst  paternoster  fishing  for  pike  -with 
two  loose  pilots  in  some  private  waters  an  extra- 
ordinary experience  occurred.  I  had  gone  away  to 
look  at  another  rod,  and  on  returning  I  noticed  one 
of  my  pilots  was  missing ;  not  understanding 
how  such  a  thing  could  happen,  I  wound  up,  and, 
much  to  my  astonishment,  I  felt  a  fish,  '  struck,' 
and  played  it.  When  exhausted  my  friend  gaffed 
it,  and  when  landed,  much  to  our  surprise,  the  fish 
had  taken  the  loose  pilot  instead  of  the  bait.  I 
should  hke  to  know  if  a  similar  experience  has  ever 
come  under  your  own  or  any  of  your  readers' 
notice. — Yours  faithfully,  Feank  Palmeb. 

"N.B.— The  above  fact  may  be  verified  by 
writing  to  Mr.  J.  Mitchell,-  Glee  View,  Wellington- 
road,  Dudley,  who  gaffed  the  fish.'S 


I  asked  Mr.  Palmer  how  the  float  was  fixed  in 
the  fish,  and  he  says : — 

"  In  reply  to  your  post-card,  the  pike  weighed 
61b.,  and  he  had  completely  gorged  the  pilot,  the 
line  being  almost  bitten  through.". 


Black  Bass  in  England. 

Black  bass  have  been  introduced  into  some  lakes 
and  rivers  in  this  country,  but  as  far  as  I  am  aware 
they  do  not  now  exist  in  any  of  our  waters.  In 
the  early  eighties,  with  the  late  Marquis  of  Exeter 
and  others  interested  in  the  fish,  I  got  some  over ; 
the  marquis  had  previously  had  some  placed  in  his 
reservoir  lake,  Whitewater,  in  Burghley  Park,  and 
I  caught  one  or  two  there.  If  Mr.  Silk  sees  this 
note  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  if  the  fish  are 
ever  seen.  I  fear  they  did  not  breed,  and  all  died. 
In  an  American  paper,  the  Sportsman's  Review,  I 
see  in  a  very  pleasant  notice  of  our  old  corre- 
spondent, TVIr.  W.  D.  Tomlin  ("Norman"),  it  is 
said  that  Mr.  TomUn  gave  me  some  information 
about  the  black  bass,  which  is  quite  true,  and  that 
the  fish  "  hold  their  own  in  the  streams  of  England." 
I  doubt  if  there  is  a  single  black  bass  alive  in  the 
United  Kingdom  at  the  present  time.  The  fish  is 
successfully  bred  in  Germany,  and  I  think  it  would 
pay  one  of  our  fish  breeders  to  get  some  fry  over. 

A  Brace  op  fine  Sea  Bass  at  Messes. 
Fablow's. 

Messrs.  Farlow,  191,  Strand,  are  showing  in  their 
window  the  very  fine  bass  caught  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo  on  one  of  their  light  fly  rods.  The  fish  were 
caught  on  consecutive  mornings  last  July.  One 
weighs  91b.  and  the  other  11  Jib.,  and  they  seem  to 
me  to  be  admirably  set  up. 


Ottebs  on  the  Thames. 

Otters  appear  to  be  increasing  in  the  Thames 
Valley.  James  Haslett,  the  professional  fisherman, 
of  Dockett  Point,  Shepperton,  has  killed  another, 
he  tells  me — length  47in.,  weight  241b.  Anyone 
who  wants  a  day  on  the  Thames  should  give  the 
Shepperton  district  a  trial  under  the  guidance  of 
James  Haslett.  I  don't  think  they  ■will  regret  it  if 
he  is  engaged  to  bait  a  swim  or  two  beforehand. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


WHY  I  TOOK  TO  EYED  HOOKS 
EOE  DEY  FLY  FISHING. 


I  PRAY  you,  my  dear  Marston,  do  not  think  that 
I  have  any  intention  of  rushing  into  controversy  as 
to  whether  blind  hooks  or  eyed  hooks  are  the  best. 
I  have  been  much  interested  in  the  letters  which 
have  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Each  man 
has  a  distinct  right  to  his  opinion,  but  it  is  not  in 
all  cases  wise  to  give  the  reasons  for  that  opinion. 
Was  it  not  a  learned  judge  who  once  said,  "  Give 
your  opinion,  but  never  give  the  reasons  for  it  "  ? 

When  you  learn  my  reason  for  taking  to  eyed 
hooks  you  will  see  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
opinion ;  it  was  a  case  of  necessity. 

The  first  time  I  ever  saw  a  dry  fly  used  was  in 
June,  1868.  I  had  not  long  before  that  settled  in 
the  South  of  England,  and  an  old  friend  of  mine 
told  me  that  there  was  good  fishing  to  be  found  at 
Fairford.  Having  a  day  or  two.  to  spare,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  I  might  have  a  chance  of  seeing  a  May 
Fly  or  two,  and  also  of  studying  the  methods  of 
fishing  with  the  dry  fly.  At  the  hotel  I  found  a 
company  of,  good  anglers,  one  of  whom  was  old 
Ogden  of  Cheltenham,  and  I  was  told  that  they 
would  be  most  happy  to  show  me  the  mysteries  of 
the  dry  fly  next  morning.    I  saw  and  marvelled. 

For  many  years  I  had  fished  the  streams  on  each 
side  of  the  Scotch  Border,  and  my  idea  of  trout 
fishing  was  to  use  three  or  four  flies  and  fish  up 
stream.  I  had  fished  with  Stewart,  "  The  Practical 
Angler,"  and  with  the  man  who  wrote  "The  Angler 
and  the  Loop  Rod,"  and  my  idea  was  to  get  to 
work  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  keep  on  casting 
over  every  bit  of  water  that  might  hold  a  fish, 
calling  always  to  mind  that  the  most  killing  fly  was 
the  one  that  was  "  ae  in  the  water."- 

I  cannot  be  sure  now'  whether  it  was  Ogden,  or 
another  old  gentleman  who  afterwards  became  a 
great  friend  of  mine,  that  took  me  in  hand  that 
morning ;  anyway,  I  walked  solemnly  behind  one 
of  them  down  the  waterside. 

We  passed  bits  of  the  water  which  looked  to  me 


moat  tempting — little  mna  between  the  weeds,  eddies 
under  the  opposite  bank,  and  little  shallow  runs 
ending  in  deep  water.  Why  in  the  world  does  he 
not  fish  ?  was  the  thought  that 'was  in  my  mind. 
But  it  is  not  for  the  pupil  to  catechise  the  master, 
so  I  held  my  tongue  and  wondered.  After  a  while 
the  professor  sat  down  and  lighted  his  pipe.  I  did 
the  same.  He  discoursed  me  on  the  beauties  of 
the  dry  fly,  showed  me  his  flies,  and  explained  that 
dry  fly  fishing  was  infinitely  superior  to  wet  fly 
fishing.  He  told  me  that  there  was  no  art  in  wet 
fly  fishing ;  it  consisted  in  casting  a  long  line  with 
a  lot  of  flies  on  it,  and  letting  it  float  down  the 
stream  on  the  chance  of  there  being  a  trout  about. 
In  fact,  I  think  he  would  have  said  "  chuck  and 
chance  it"  if  that  silly  expression  had  been 
invented.  I  could  not  help  saying  to  myself,  "  My 
friend,  if  I  had  you  on  the  Tweed  or  Clyde,  or 
some  of  our  northern  waters,  I  think  I  could  show 
you  a  thing  or  two."  But  I  listened  meekly,  and 
never  let  out  that  I  was  an  old  hand  -with  the  wet 
fly.  After  the  pipes  were  done  we  walked  to  some 
deeper  water,  and  tired  with  what  seemed  to  me  a 
useless  parade  of  the  bank  of  the  stream,  it  was  on 
the  tip  of  my  tongue  to  say  "  Are  you  not  going  to 
fish  to-day  ? "  when  a  gentle  whisper,  "  Look, 
there  he  is  !  "  sounded  in  my  ear.  I  looked.  There 
certainly  was  a  ring  gradually  widening  on  the  still 
surface  of  the  water.  Evidently  a  good  trout  had> 
risen.  What  I  then  saw  convinced  me  that  there 
was  much  in  dry  fly  fishing  that  was  well  worth 
studying.  My  professor,  getting  a  Uttle  below  the 
fish,  went  down  on  one  knee  and  waited.  I  thought, 
of  course,  he  was  going  to  cast  at  once,  but  he 
whispered  to  me,  "  I  want  to  see  him  rise  again.  I 
am  not  quite  stire  of  the  exact  spot."-  A  moment 
later  a  May  Fly  came  sailing  down  the  stream,  and 
the  trout  took  it,  making  so  small  a  rise  that  I 
fancied  it  must  be  a  very  small  fish.  The  pro- 
fessor's rod  was  already  in  action,  and  after  two  or 
three  casts  in  the  air,  which  seemed  to  me  a  great 
waste  of  time  (I  know  now  that  he  was  measuring 
his  distance),  his  fly  Ugh  ted — a  Thistledown — about 
six  inches  above  the  spot  where  the  trout  had 
risen.  The  stream  was  slow,  and  no  ripple  on  the 
surface,  but  when  the  fly  had  travelled  about  three 
inches  there  was  a  gentle  rise,  and  the  fly  was  gone. 
I  was  just  going  to  say  "  It  is  only  a  small  one  '' 
when  away  went  the  fine,  the  reel  singing  merrily, 
and  out  of  the  water  sprang  a  lovely  trout,  which 
we  afterwards  found  weighed  close  on  two  pounds. 

From  that  moment  I  determined  that  I  would 
learn  to  fish  with  the  dry  fly. 

On  reaching  home  I  gathered  a  stock  of  materials 
and  set  to  work  to  make  floating  May  Flies.  On 
May  31,  1869,  the  trout  at  Fairford  saw  float  over 
them  flies  such  as  they  had  never  seen  before. 
They  were  fearful  and  wonderful  specimens  tied  on 
the  largest  sized  long  May  Fly  hooks.  The  gut 
was  good  and  long,  but  nearly  strong  enough  for 
fine  salmon  fishing.  I  fished  all  the  afternoon  of 
May  31  and  the  whole  of  June  1.  I  never  had 
a  rise.  There  was  a  nasty  wind.  On  June  2. 1869, 
I  took  to  eyed  flies.  Why  ?  Because  I  had 
cracked  off  all  I  had  with  me  in  trying  to  dry 
them  in  the  wind. 

There  were  some  facetious  remarks  made  after 
dinner.  Questions  were  asked  whether  anyone  had 
been  shooting  water  rats  with  a  saloon  pistoL 
Some  said  they  thought  there  must  have  been  a 
man  practising  with  a  stock  whip  in  the  meadows. 

I  meekly  remarked  that  I  had  heard  the  noise  of 
which  they  spoke,  but  as  I  had  been  told  that  they 
were  all  such  crack  fishermen  I  had  attributed  the 
sounds  to  their  method  of  drying  the  fly.  The 
Nestor  of  the  party  looked  somewhat  sternly  at  me 
for  a  moment,  but  as  there  was  no  sign  of  a  smile 
upon  my  face,  the  subject  was  dropped. 

The  early  light  of  morning  saw  me  di-essing  May 
FUes  on  eyed  hooks.  I  enclose  one  for  you.  It  is 
not  one  of  those  dressed  on  the  memorable  June  3, 
1869,  but  it  must  be  some  fifteen  years  old.  I  still 
prefer  the  gut  loop  to  the  metal  eye,  and  used  to 
fish  with  them  when  I  had  time  to  make  enough 
for  myself. 

I  do  not  give  my  reasons  for  my  preference  for 
gut  eyes.  I  simply  say  that  I  took  to  eyed  hooks 
because  I  had  cracked  off  every  blind  hook  that  I 
possessed.  0.  Hevit, 

Hon.  Chaplain  Fishing  Gazeite. 


His  Distant  Manner. — She  :  How  far  away  were 
you  from  the  automobile  when  it  dashed  by  ?  He : 
About  as  far  as  I  am  from  you.  She  :  Oh,  then  you 
were  perfectly  safe. — The  Smart  Set. 
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"THE  SCHOOL  OF  THE 
WOODS."* 


"The  School  of  the  Woods"  is  a  very 
fascinating  book.  It  compelled  me  to  read  it 
through  at  two  sittings,  and  I  propose  now  to 
tackle  it  again  with  the  hope  of  giving  your  readers 
at  least  a  rough  idea  of  its  contents.  The  author 
does  not  tell  us  precisely  on  what  part  of  the  globe 
it  was  that  he  studied  the  educational  system 
carried  on  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  woods ;  it 
may  be  safely  inferred  that  it  was  somewhere  away 
off  in  the  backwoods  of  America,  probably  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Rockies.  Wherever  it  was  he 
has  gone  through  an  endless  variety  of  adventures, 
and  he  wields  a  facile  and  powerful  pen  in  describing 
what  he  has  seen  and  heard  and  done.  Beyond  the 
fact  that  he  is  an  enthusiastic  salmon  and  trout 
angler  he  killed  nothing.  He  is  a  mighty  hunter 
who  goes  forth  not  to  kill  and  to  destroy,  but  with 
an  immense  love  of  all  animal  life  to  study  the 
animals  in  their  native  haunts.  He  is 
of  opinion  that  animal  education  is  like 
our  own,  and  so  depends  chiefly  upon 
teaching.  He  is  convinced  that  instinct 
plays  a  much  smaller  part  than  we  have 
supposed,  and  that  an  animal's  success 
or  failure  in  the  ceaseless  struggle  for 
existence  depends  not  upon  instinct  but 
upon  the  kind  of  training  which  the 
animal  receives  from  its  mother.  This, 
as  regards  the  animal  world,  is  to  most 
people  a  new  doctrine.  It  was  in  order 
to  study  this  interesting  problem  that 
he  took  infinite  pains  to  get  down  to  the 
very  heart  of  it  by  spending  days  and 
nights  for  weeks  and  months  ia  all 
seasons  and  in  all  weathers  in  the  woods 
and  on  the  great  rivers  and  lakes,  with 
the  result  that  he  has  produced  a  book 
of  marvellous  observation  and  enthral- 
ling interest.  It  can  scarcely  be  called 
a  book  for  boys,  though  every  healthy 
boy  who  once  gets  hold  of  it  will  not 
willingly  let  it  go ;  every  human  being 
who  takes  any  interest  in  the  animal 
world  will  learn  something  from  its 
pages.  The  same  kind  of  school  is 
kept  by  our  own  domestic  creatures  at 
home.  Our  cat  brings  a  mouse,  and 
shows  the  kitten  how  to  catch  it.  One 
often  sees  a  thrush  on  our  lawn  teaching 
the  young  one  to  look  out  for  worms. 
The  great  interest  in  this  book  Ues  in  the 
study  of  this  same  education  going  on  in 
the  wildest  and  most  inaccessible  places 
of  the  earth.  The  best  means  of  whet- 
ting the  reader's  appetite  is  to  give  a 
few  quotations.  I  will  now  go  through 
the  chapters  seriatim,  and  as  far  as 
space  will  permit  give  a  specimen  or 
two  here  and  there : — 

What  the  fawns  must  know  is  the  title 
of  Chapter  I.    Under  a  fallen  tree  two 
young  fawns  only  a  few  days  old  are 
found  lying  very  still  and  frightened  just 
where  their  mother  had  hidden  them 
when  she  went  away.    "  Their  beautiful 
heads  were  a  study  for  an  artist  .  .  . 
and  their  great  soft  eyes  had  a  question- 
ing innocence  as  they  met  yours  that 
went  straight  to  yours."-    After  petting 
them  to  his  heart's  content  they  staggered  out 
up  to  their  feet,  and  come  out  of  their  house. 
Their  mother  had  told  them  to  stay,  but  here  was 
another  big,  kind  animal  whom  they  might  trust. 
"  They  were  still  licking  my  hands,  nestling 
close  against  me,  when  a  twig  snapped  faintly  far 
behind  us  .  .  .  there  was  a  swift  rustle  in  the 
underbrush,  and  a  doe  sprang  out,  with  a  low 
bleat  as  she  saw  the  home  log.    At  sight  of  me 
she  stopped  short,  trembUng  violently,  her  ears 
pointing  forward  like  two  accusing  fingers,  an 
awful  fear  in  her  soft  eyes  as  she  saw  her  little 
ones  with  her  arch-enemy  between  them,  his  hands 
resting  on  their  innocent  necks.   Her  body  swayed 
away,  every  muscle  tense  for  the  jump ;  but  her 
feet  seemed  rooted  to  the  spot:  she  could  not 

*  "  The  School  of  the  Woods ;  some  Life  Studies 
of  Animal  Instincts  and  Animal  Training."  By 
William  J.  Long.  Illustrated  by  Charles  Copeland. 
Ginn  and  Company,  9,  St.  Martin's-street,  London, 
W.C. 


move,  could  not  beUeve.  Then  as  I  waited  quietly, 
trying  to  make  my  eyes  say  all  kinds  of  friendly 
things,  the  harsh  '  Ka-a-a-h  !  Ka-a-a-h  ! '  the 
danger  cry  of  the  deer,  burst  Uke  a  thunder  blast 
through  the  woods,  and  she  leapt  back  to  cover.'' 
He  got  them  back  at  last  to  their  hiding  place, 
and  presently  the  doe  returns. 

"  She  bleated  softly ;  the  hemlock  curtain  was 
thrust  aside,  and  the  little  ones  came  out  .•  .  . 
she  rushed  up  to  them,  dropped  her  head,  and 
ran  her  keen  nose  over  them,  ears  to  tail  and 
down  their  sides  and  back  again  to  be  sure,  and 
sure  again,  that  they  were  her  own  little  ones 
and  were  not  harmei'-' 

The  rest  of  the  story  of  these  two  little  fawns 
can  only  be  told  in  a  few  words.  Though  they 
looked  aUke  at  a  first  glance,  it  was  soon  found  out 
that  there  is  just  as  much  difference  in  fawns  as 
there  is  in  folks.  One  of  them  was  wise  and  the 
other  foolish.  One  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
mother  and  was  happy,  the  other  came  to  grief 
because  he  followed  his  own  wilful  way,  and  dis- 


Thebe  at  a  tubn  in  the  path  not  ten  yards  ahkad  stood  a 
huge  beab." 


covered  too  late  that  obedience  is  life  ;  he  started 
on  his  own  course,  and  at  last  became  the  victim 
of  a  bear,  and  so  vanished  into  the  mystery  and 
silence  of  the  woods. 

Ismaques,  the  Fish-hawk,  which  appears  to  be  the 
Indian  and  American  name  for  the  osprey.  A 
very  interesting  chapter  on  the  manners,  customs, 
and  educational  methods  of  this  bird  and  brother 
fisherman,  and  stories  of  his  good  nature,  telling  by 
what  adroit  and  persevering  lessons  the  young  ones 
are  taught  by  their  wise  parents  to  catch  fish,  and 
the  consequences  of  disobedience. 

The  Partridge's  Roll-call  must  be  passed  by, 
very  interesting  though  it  be,  for  I  want  to  tell  at 
some  length  the  story  of  *'  When  you  meet  a  bear." 

A  Bear  in  Youh  Path  when  You  are  in 
pursuit  of  a  Twenty-Five  Pound  Salmon. 

Leaving  the  educational  methods  of  the  bear  and 
her  cubs,  I  think  the  following  story  will  be  more 
interesting. 

:!  One  day,  following  a  porcupine  to  see  where 


he  was  going,  I  found  a  jnarrow  path  running  for 
a  few  hundred  yards  along  the  side  of  the  chff, 
just  over  where  the  salmon  used  to  lie,  and  not 
more  than  thirty  feet  above  the  swift  rush  of 
water.  I  went  there  with  my  rod,  and  without 
attempting  to  cast,  dropped  my  fly  into  the 
current  and  paid  out  from  my  reel.  When  the 
line  straightened  I  raised  the  rod's  tip  and  set 
my  fly  dancing  and  skittering  across  the  surface 
to  an  eddy  behind  a  great  rock.-  In  a  flash  I 
had  raised  and  struck  a  twenty-five  pound  fish, 
and  in  another  flash  he  had  gone  straight  down 
stream  in  the  current,  where  from  my  precarious 
seat  I  could  not  control  him.  Down  he  went, 
leaping  wildly  high  out  of  the  water,  in  a  glorious 
rush,  till  all  my  line  buzzed  out  of  the  reel,  down 
to  the  very  knot  at  the  bottom,  and  the  leader 
snapped  as  if  it  had  been  made  of  spider's  web. 

"I  reeled  in  sadly,  debating  with  myself  the 
unanswerable  question  of  how  I  should  ever  have 
reached  down  thirty  feet  to  gaff  my  salmon  had 
I  played  him  to  a  standstill.  Then,  because 
human  nature  is  weak,  I  put  on  a 
stronger,  double  leader,  and  dropped 
another  fly  into  the  current.  I  might  not 
get  my  salmon,  but  it  was  worth  the 
price  of  the  leader  just  to  rise  him  from 
the  deeps  and  see  his  terrific  rush  down- 
stream, jumping,  jumping  as  if  the 
Witch  of  Endor  were  astride  of  his  tail 
in  heu  of  her  broomstick.  A  lovely 
young  grilse  plunged  headlong  at  my 
fly,  and,  thanks  to  my  strong  leader,  I 
played  him  out  into  the  current,  and  led 
him  listlessly,  all  the  jump  and  fight  gone 
out  of  him,  to  the  foot  of  the  chff. 
There  was  no  apparent  way  to  get  down, 
so  taking  my  line  in  hand  I  began  to 
lift  him  bodily  up.  He  came  easily 
enough  till  his  tail  cleared  the  water  .  .  . 
and  then  the  fly  pulled  out,  and  he 
vanished  with  a  final  swirl  and  slap  of 
his  broad  tail  to  tell  me  how  big  i  he  was. 

"  Just  below  me  a  boiilder  lifted  its 
head  and  shoulders  out  of  the  swirUng 
current.  With  the  canoe  fine  I  might 
easily  let  myself  down  to  that  rock  and 
make  sure  of  my  next  fish.  Getting  back 
would  be  harder,  but  salmon  are  worth 
some  trouble,  so  I  left  my  rod  and  started 
back  to  camp.  It  was  late  afternoon, 
and  I  was  hurrying  along  the  path,  giving 
chief  heed  to  my  feet  in  the  ticklish 
walking,  with  the  chff  above  and  the 
river  below,  when  a  loud  '  Hoowuff 
brought  me  up  with  a  shock.  There  at 
a  turn  in  the  path  not  ten  yards  ahead 
stood  a  huge  bear,  calUng  unmistakably 
halt,  and  blocking  me  in  as  completely 
as  if  the  mountain  had  toppled  over 
before  me. 

"There  was  no  time  to  think,  the 
shock  and  scare  were  too  great.  I  just 
gasped  '  Hoowuff  !  '  instinctively,  as  the 
bear  had  shot  it  out  of  his  deep  lungs  a 
moment  before,  and  stood  stock  still 
as  he  was  doing.  He  was  startled  as 
well  as  I ;  that  was  the  only  thing  I  was 
sure  about. 

"I  suppose  that  in  each  of  our  heads 
at  first  there  was  just  one  thought — '  I'm 
in  a  fix ;  how  shall  I  get  out  ? '  .  .  .  I 
met  his  eyes  squarely  with  mine  and 
held  the™,  which  was  perhaps  the  most  sensible 
thing  I  ^ould  have  done  though  it  was  all  un- 
conscious on  my  part.  In  the  brief  moment 
that  followed  I  did  a  lot  of  thinking.  There 
was  no  escape  up  or  down ;  I  must  go  on  or 
turn  back.  If  I  jumped  forward  with  a  yell,  aB 
I  had  done  before  under  different  circumstances, 
would  he  not  rush  at  me  savagely  as  all  wild 
creatures  do  when  cornered  ?  No  !  the  time  for 
that  had  passed  with  the  first  instant  of  our 
meeting.  The  bluff  would  now  be  too  apparent ; 
it  must  be  done  without  hesitation  or  not  at  all. 
If  I  turned  back  he  would  follow  me  to  the  end 
of  the  ledge.  .  .  Besides,  it  was  dangerous  walk- 
ing, and  I  wanted  a  salmon  for  my  supper.  .  . 
All  the  while  I  looked  at  him  steadily  until  his 
eyes  began  to  lose  their  intentness.  My  hand 
slipped  back  and  gripped  the  handle  of  my  hunt- 
ing knife.  Some  slight  confidence  came  with  the 
motion,  though  I  would  certainly  have  gone  over 
the  cliff  and  taken  'my  chances  in  the  current 
rather  than  have  closed  with  him,  with  all  his 
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enormous  strength  in  that  narrow  place.  Sud- 
denly his  eyes  wavered  from  mine ;  he  swung  his 
head  to  look  down  and  up,  and  I  knew  that  I 
had  won  the  'first  move,  and  the  path  also  if  I 
could  keep  my  nerve. 

'*  I  advanced  a  step  or  two  very  quietly,  still 
looking  at  him  steadily.  There  was  a  suggestion 
of  white  teeth  under  his  wrinkled  chops ;  but  he 
turned  his  head  to  look  back  over  the  way  he 
had  come,  and  presently  he  disappeared.  It  was 
only  for  a  moment;  then  his  eyes  were  poked 
cautiously  by  the  comer  of  the  rock.  He  was 
peeking  to  see  if  I  was  there  still.  ...  He  was 
uneasy  now ;  a  low  whining  growl  came  floating 
up  the  path.  .-  :  I  began  to  talk  to  him,  not 
humorously,  but  as  if  he  were  a  Scotchman, 
and  open  to  an  argument.  '  You're  in  a  fix, 
Moween,  a  terrible  fix,'  I  kept  saying  to  him 
softly.  .  .  .  'You  have  put  me  in  a  fix,  too. 
Why  don't  you  chmb  that  spruce  and  get  out  of 
the  way  ?  '  I  have  noticed  that  all  wild  animals 
grow  uneasy  at  the  sound  of  the  human  voice.  . .  . 
I  have  a  theory  also  that  all  animals,  wild  and 
domestic,  understand  more  of  our  mental  attitude 
than  we  give  them  credit  for  Near  him  a  spruce 

•  tree  sprang  out  of  the  rocks.  .  .  .  Then  an  electric 
shock  seemed  to  hoist  him  out  of  the  trail.  He 
shot  up  the  tree  in  a  succession  of  nervous,  jerky 
jumps  .  .  .  and  reached  the  level  of  the  ledge 
above  and  sprang  out  upon  it,  where  he  stopped 
and  looked  down  to  see  what  I  would  do  next. 
And  there  he  stayed,  his  great  head  hanging  over 
the  edge  of  the  rock  and  looking  at  me  intently 
till  I  rose  and  went  quietly  down  the  trail." 
The  next  chapter  tells  the  story,  and  a  most 
■amusing  one  it  is,  of  how  Quoskh,  the  Keen-eyed 

(blue  heron),  brought  up  her  children,  and  how  she 


Young  Beaks  at  Play. 


taught  them  to  fish.  After  watching  the  method 
of  feeding  the  young  in  a  nest,  and  describing  all 
the  manoeuvres  so  far  as  they  coul,d  be  descried  from 
a  distance  of  the  young  ones  being  taught  to  fly, 
one  day,  when  the  mother  had  brought  home 
some  unknown  small  animal — a  mink  he  thought— 
our  author  was  led  to  undertake  the  difficult  task 
of  cUmbing  the  huge  tree  to  the  nest.  He  climbed 
up  with  difficulty  to  within  ten  feet  of  it;  the 
surroundings  were  getting  filthy  and  evil-smelling 
by  this  time,  for  quoskh  teaches  the  young  herons 
to  keep  their  nests  perfectly  clean  by  throwing  all 
refuse  over  the  sides  of  the  great  home.  He  had  to 
get  round  on  to  another  branch,  and  when  he  looked 
up  he  saw  three  pairs  of  bright  eyes  watching  down 
over  their  long  bills,  and  he  reached  his  hand  to 
touch  the  nest. 

"  Then  there  was  a  harsh  croak.-    Three  long 
necks  reached  down  suddenly  over  the  edge  of 
the  nest  on  the  side  where  I  was  ;  three  long 
bills  opened  wide  just  over  my  head ;  and  three 
young  herons  grew  suddenly  seasick,  as  if  they 
had  swallowed  ipecac.    I  never  saw  the  inside  of 
that  home :  at  the  moment  I  was  in  too  much 
of  a  hurry  to  get  down  and  wash  in  the  lake." 
There  is  a  long  and  most  dramatic  account  of  a 
battle  between  a  big  black  wild  cat  and  mother 
quoskh — in  which  the  plucky  cat  loses  one  eye  and 
then  the  other,  and  finally  expires  from  her  many 
wounds.    But  I  must  hasten  on.- 

The  next  chapter  is  devoted  to  Unk-  Wunk — the 
Porcupin&t  An  amusing  chapter  it  is,  but  I  must 
not  quotej 


Then  comes  a  chapter  on  "  The  Moose :  Um- 
quenawis  the  Mighty,"  with  whom  our  author  had 
some  extraordinary  adventures.  There  is  an  exciting 
description  of  a  terrific  fight  by  moonUght  of  two 
enormous  bull  mooses. 

The  following  chapter  is  called  "  The  Gladsome 
Life,"  and  the  volume  concludes  with  a  chapter 
entitled  "  How  the  Animals  Die."- 

It  only  remains  to  be  said  that  the  book  is  most 
charmingly  illustrated  and  beautifully  printed,  and 
can  in  every  respect  be  recommended  as  a  healthy 
and  vigorous  contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
great  animal  world.       The  Amateur  Angler. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TKOUT  ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Grimblb. 
Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc; 

(Continued  from  page  60.) 
CHAPTER  U.— continued. 

As  I  come  to  the  end  of  the  open  rivers  of 
Argyll  my  attention  has  been  drawn  to  two  matters 
requiring  correction.  It  would  have  been  extra- 
ordinary to  have  written  of  so  many  rivers,  some 
of  which  have  not  been  visited  for  a  long  time, 
without  occasionally  describing  a  state  of  angling 
rights  that  have  become  changed  in  the  course  of 
events.  In  many  instances  where  a  lodge  is  let 
with  shooting  and  angling  en  bloc,  when  in  any 
particular  season  it  may  have  lacked  a  tenant, 
then  the  nearest  hotel  proprietor  will  sometimes 
get  the  right  of  fishing  the  portion  of  the  river  that 
goes  solely  with  the  lodge  when  let.  Perhaps  he 
may  not  get  it  until  August  12,  perhaps  only  from 
the  opening  of  the  season  till  the  end  of  June  or 
July,  or  again  he  may  only  have  it  on  the  under- 
standing that  he  gives  it  up  as  soon  as  the  shooting 
tenant  arrives;  In  such  cases  the  very  hotel 
keepers  themselves  are  not  in  a  position  to  say  for 
certain  in  February  what  angUngs  they  may  have 
at  their  disposal  a  few  months  later,  and  thus  it 
has  been  nearly  impossible  for  me  to  avoid  a  few 
small  errors,  though  before  penning  these  Hnes  I 
wrote  to  nearly  every  innkeeper  whose  house  has 
been  mentioned.-  This  meant  asking  for  a  reply  to 
perhaps  half  a  dozen  questions ;  in  no  single 
instance  did  I  get  a  reply  to  them  all — a  somewhat 
vexatious  matter  for  which,  however,  I  can  hardly 
blame  the  innkeepers  very  much,  for  as  a  body  they 
are  an  extremely  civil,  obliging  lot  of  good  fellows, 
amongst  whom  I  am  proud  to  count  many  fast 
friends,  very  busy,  hard  working  men,  who  usually 
combine  farming  or  sheep  and  cattle  deaUng  with 
hotel  keeping,  for  this  last-named  part  of  their 
business  is — so  far  as  the  Highlands  are  concerned 
— pretty  well  at  a  standstill  for  quite  six  months  in 
the  year,  and  they  have  little  traffic  save  for  a 
chance  traveller  and  the  whiskey  business  of  the 
bar,  while  most  of  them  are  also  more  at  home 
with  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep  than  with  pen,  ink, 
and  paper.  For  these  reasons,  and  in  a  few  cases, 
I  was  somewhat  obliged  to  "chance  it,"  and  write 
of  a  few  hotels  as  if  the  state  of  affairs  that  pre- 
vailed at  the  period  of  my  last  visit  was  fully  up  to 
date  at  the  present  moment.  I  am  therefore 
indebted  to  a  correspondent  who  has  shown  bis 
interest  in  these  letters  by  writing  to  the  editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  and  londly  pointing  out  where 
I  have  gone  astray,  and  though  up  to  the  present 
my  sins  of  omission  are  not  numerous  or  of  any 
great  importance,  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity  of  correcting  them,  and  trust  that 
should  there  be  any  future  errors  other  corre- 
spondents will  be  equally  kind. 

To  revert  first  of  all  to  the  Awe,  I  find  then  that 
only  last  year  Mr.  Fraser,  of  the  Loch  Awe  and 
Dalmally  Hotels,  acquired  the  right  of  fishing  the 
Brander  Pool,  which  goes  with  Inverawe  House, 
together  with  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the 
angling  that  belongs  to  it,  and,  commencing  at  the 
top  of  the  "Red  Brae,"  includes  the  pools  of 
the  "Stepping  Stones,"  "Errochdt,"  "  Upper  and 
Lower  Cruive,"  "Clay"  and  "  Grey,"  down  to  the 
tail  of  "  Crubeg,"-  or  even  one  pool  below  into  which 
the  tide  comes. 

All  these  are  on  the  opposite  bank  to  the  Tay- 
nuilt  Hotel  water.  Mr.  Eraser's  right,  so  long  as 
he  has  this  fishing,  expires  at  the  end  of  June,  and 
if  Inverawe  House  was  let  on  a  lease  it  would  be  at 
the  option  of  the  lessee  as  to  whether  Mr.  Fraser 
would  have  it  in  the  future,  while  probably  if  by 
chance  Inverawe  House  lacked  a  tenant  during  the 


autumn  he  would  be  able  to  acquire  an  extension 
of  his  right  so  long  as  it  was  unoccupied  in  that 
particular  season.  As  this  case  is  typical  of  other 
anglings  that  in  some  seasons  go  with  hotels,  while 
in  others  they  do  not,  it  shows  the  necessity  for 
anglers  to  make  enquiries  for  themselves. 

This  is  a  good  bit  of  water  in  June;  The  best 
pool  on  it  is  the  Upper  Cruive,  which  the  Taynuilt 
rods  cannot  reach,  or  if  they  do  reach  it  it  is  only 
in  a  very  inefficient  way.  In  all  the  time  I  have 
fished  the  river  I  have  only  once  seen  an  attempt 
made  to  cover  it,  and  then  a  ghilhe  went  into  the 
water  hip-deep — his  gentleman  looking  on — but 
even  then  he  could  not  make  good  work.  This  was 
the  case  up  to  two  years  ago,  though  perhaps  since 
then  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  may  have  built  out  a  pier,  or 
placed  planks  on  to  iron  supports,  and  thus  gained  a 
full  command  of  this  pool — famous  for  its  heavy  fish.- 
Dalmally  Hotel  is  twelve  miles,  and  thirty  minutes 
by  train  to  Taynuilt  Station.  Loch  Awe  Hotel  ia 
nine  miles,  and  twenty  minutes  by  rail,  but  anglers 
from  this  last-named  house  can  also  go  by  laimch 
to  the  Brander  Pass,  but  whether  launch  or  rail 
be  the  means  of  locomotion  there  is  a  two-mile 
walk — a  very  pretty  one — before  the  fisher  reaches 
the  top  of  the  Red  Brae.  Those  who  wish  to  fish 
Errochdt  dryshod  from  the  Inverawe  side  will  want 
stockings,  while  at  certain  heights  of  water  they 
will  also  be  the  better  for  them  in  several  places 
below  it;  I  beheve  there  is  no  limit  to  the  number 
of  rods  from  Mr.  Eraser's  hotel,  and  he  tells  me 
that  "  a  small  charge  is  made  for  the  fishing  if  the 
river  is  in  good  ply — otherwise  nothing." 

Mr.  Eraser  also  rents  from  the  Duke  of  Argyll 
the  left  bank  of  the  "  Otter  Pool "  for  the  whole 
season.  It  can  be  thoroughly  cast  in  fifteen  minutes; 
I  have  never  actually  timed  it,  but  I  should  say 
in  several  minutes  less — thus  it  would  require  an 
easily  pleased,  patient,  persevering  sort  of  angler 
who  would  be  content  to  continue  to  flog  this  short 
cast  for  a  whole  day.  The  pool,  however,  heis  a 
great  local  reputation,  though  to  me  it  has  ever 
proved  as  black  as  it  looks,  for  though  I  have  fished 
it  hundreds  of  times  during  the  last  thirty  years, 
and  though  I  have  killed  from  every  other  pool 
between  the  Bridge  of  Awe  and  the  sea  (the  Red 
Brae  and  the  Little  Otter  excepted,  which  I  regard 
as  not  worth  casting  from  the  Taynuilt  side),  in 
this  one,  strange  to  say,  I  have  never  had  so  much 
as  a  rise.  Anglers  may  well  wonder  how  this  one 
pool  of  the  Otter,  situated  in  the  very  middle  of  the 
Taynuilt  Hotel  water,  comes  to  be  in  other  hands, 
but  when  a  few  years  ago  the  present  Duke  of 
Argyll  granted  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  a  fresh  lease  at 
a  largely  increased  rent  he  reserved  the  angUng  of 
this  one  pool  for  himself,  and  he  has  now  let  it  to 
Mr.  Fraser.  Probably  the  "  Otter  Pool,"  as  secured 
by  this  arrangement,  includes  also  the  "  Little 
Otter,"  a  still  smaller  cast  than  the  "Big"  one, 
and  which  yields  a  fish  very  rarely.  There ! 
omission  No.  1  has  been  fully  rectified,  and  as 
these  angUngs  of  Inverawe  House  have  never  before 
been  open  to  the  public,  and  have  ever  been  strictly 
preserved  and  zealously  guarded,  small  wonder  that 
I  left  out  Mr.  Eraser's  hotels,  for  though  I  had  been 
in  correspondence  with  him  about  the  Orchy  he 
did  not  then  make  any  mention  of  this  angling  on 
the  Awe.  Now,  confession  being  good  for  the  soul, 
let  me  do  away  with  a  second  error  as  regards  the 
Aray.  My  account  of  it  rather  leads  the  reader  to 
suppose  that  the  cream  of  the  river — namely,  the 
mile  immediately  below  the  falb — is  entirely  at  his 
disposal.  This  is  not  the  case,  for  it  is  let  to  shoot- 
ing tenants,  who  keep  it  strictly  in  their  own  hands  ; 
while  from  where  their  march  ends  down  to  the 
sea,  a  distance  of  two  miles,  the  angling  goes  with 
Inveraray  Castle,  but  when  the  Duke  of  Argyll  is 
not  in  residence,  and  if  the  castle  is  not  let,  this 
part  can  be  fished  for  the  moderate  sum  of  five 
shilhngs  a  day.  I  have  further  stated  that  fish  do 
not  ascend  above  the  falls — in  the  Fishery  Board 
Reports  they  are  described  as  impassable,  or  so 
nearly  so  as  to  make  the  angling  above  them 
worthless — but  I  leam  from  Mr.  Hamish  Stuart, 
to  whom  I  am  obliged  for  the  cheering  informa- 
tion, that  good  sport  is  now  usually  obtained 
above  them,  and  that  this  is  the  only  reach  of  the 
Aray  that  is  always  open  to  the  hotel  \-isitors.  I 
can  therefore  only  conclude  that  since  I  published 
my  book  of  the  "Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland"  in 
1898,  during  the  lifetime  of  the  late  Duke  of  Argyll, 
that  his  successor  has  either  laddered  these  falls  or 
made  them  easily  passable  by  a  little  judicious 
blasting. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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THE  OPENING  OF  SALMON 
FISHING. 
EXCESSIVE  FLOODS  EN  THE  NORTH.- 

At  the  moment  of  WTiting  only  one  telegraph 
wire  connects  Aberdeen  and  London,  and  this  by  a 
roundabout  way.  Such  has  been  the  effect  of  the 
past  three  days'  storm,  the  like  of  which  has  not 
been  experienced  for  the  past  twelve  years.  This 
break-down — most  serious  as  it  is  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  country — is  of  small  account  com- 
pared to  the  local  havoc  it  has  wrought  to  shipping 
in  general,  the  fishing  industry  of  th§  country,  and 
the  local  angling,  and  salmon  fishing  centres  in 
particular.-  The  Spey  at  some  parts  is  flooded  to 
the  extent  of  fully  a  mile  across.  The  bridges  on 
the  Ness  and  other  highland  streams  have  either 
been  swept  away  or  shaken  to  their  foimdations, 
and  extensive  tracts  of  country  inundated  to  such 
an  extraordinary  degree  by  the  series  of  high  spates 
raging  during  the  past  week  that  the  high-water 
marks  of  1829  are  mentioned  as  having  been  touched, 
if  not  exceeded. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's  property 
along  the  Spey  has  suffered  most ;  but  all  over  the 
north,  from  Tay  to  Thurso,  this  spring's  floods 
seem  to  have  been  the  worst  experienced  within 
Uving  memory.- 

The  opening  of  the  general  salmon  anghng  season 
on  Feb.  4  in  Scotland  cannot  be  attended  with 
that  amount  of  success  that  would  otherwise  have 
been  the  case  had  these  extreme  disturbances  not 
occurred. 

Angling  waters  are  letting  quite  freely,  and 
probably  the  success  already  met  with  on  the  Tay, 
and  the  fine  open  weather  otherwise  generally 
experienced  during  January,  may  have  something 
to  do  with  this  healthy  state  of  matters.  One 
result  of  the  floods  will  be  to  send  fish  farther 
inland  and  to  reduce  the  percentage  of  kelts  usually 
got  during  the  opening  days  in  spring — a  happy 
combination  devoutly  to  be  wished  for.      G.  M. 


A  COKNISH  TROUT  LAKE  TO  BE 
OPENED  TO  ANGLEES. 


A  GRAND  stretch  of  water,  holding  a  very  high 
reputation  with  the  comparatively  few  who  have 
had  the  privilege  of  fishing  it,  will  this  season  be 
available  to  visitors  at  Stratton  or  Bude,  on  the 
coast  of  Cornwall. 

The  lake,  some  seventy  acres  in  area  and  of 
great  depth— fifty  feet  in  places — is  fed  by  the  river 
Tamar.  A  good  deal  of  fishing  can  be  done  from 
the  banks,  and  by  wading  roimd  the  margin  where 
the  water  does  not  deepen  abruptly;  for  other  parts 
a  boat  is  requisite.  As  it  is  but  a  few  miles 
from  the  coast  the  surface  is  almost  invariably 
ruffled  by  a  breeze — a  decided  advantage  for  sport. 

The  lake  contains  large  numbers  of  brown  and 
Loch  Leven  trout,  some  of  the  latter  being  5lb.  and 
upwards ;  the  average  weight  in  a  basket  of  twenty- 
four  is  lib. 

Besides  the  contributions  from  the  Tamar  and 
by  natural  breeding  the  fish  have  been  kept  on  the 
increase  for  years  by  stocking.  Fortunately  there 
are  only  trout  and  minnows  in  the  lake,  so  they 
have  not  suffered  from  the  presence  of  predatory 
coarse  fish. 

Until  the  close  of  last  season  this  water  had  for 
several  years  been  preserved  for  private  fishing  only. 
That  lease  having  expired  different  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  the  Urban  Council,  to  whom  the 
lake  belongs.  In  order  to  enhance  the  attractions 
of  the  district  the  water  will  now  be  reserved 
exclusively  for  the  visitors  to  and  the  residents  of 
the  two  townships  mentioned. 

To  maintain  the  present  high  angling  standard 
annual  restocking  will  be  carried  on,  both  from 
outside  sources  and  from  a  hatchery  to  be  estab- 
lished on  the  spot.  Certain  rules  have  been 
formulated— the  number  of  rods  to  fish  the  lake  is 
limited ;  fish  retained  must  not  be  under  nine  inches ; 
only  artificial  fly  permitted.  By  the  way,  a  very 
killing  one  on  this  water  is  the  Hawthorn  dressed 
on  a  No.  2  hook.  Last  year  there  was  a  splendid 
rise  of  May  Fly. 

Season  tickets,  from  March  15  to  Sept.  15,  are 
issued  by  the  council  at  £10,  and  for  lesser  periods, 
down  to  permits  for  a  single  day,  at  proportional 
terms. 

Bude  possesses  notable  attractions  of  its'  own  iq 


coast  scenery,  beach,-  and  cUmate,  but  I  daresay 
some  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  may  be  glad  to 
know  of  trouting  obtainable. 

The  lake  is  situated  in  a  charmingly  secluded 
spot  about  six  miles  from  the  town.  There  is  an 
excellent  road  the  whole  way  for  bicycles  and 
vehicles.  Throughout  the  winter  season  this  water 
is  a  favourite  haunt  of  many  species  of  wildfowl ; 
snipe  are  fairly  plentiful  about  the  margins. 

Coot. 


TEOUT    FLIES  AND 
EL  Y-DEB  SSING. 
LETTERS  FROM  MY  DAD.- 
Edited  by  Alan  Grange. 

{Continued  from  page  78.) 
LETTER  VI. 

Feb.  17,  18—; 

>|:  4:  *  *  « 

The  first  fly  that  you  are  Ukely  to  find  the  fish 
taking  is  one  called  the  Early  Brown  or  Winter 
Brown.  It  belongs  to  the  third,  or  Stone  Fly,  class. 
I  sent  you  a  rough  picture  of  it  (Fig.  11).  It  hatches 
out  from  a  water  creature  called  a  creeper  that 
breeds  under  stones  in  the  riverj  Yorkshire  fisher- 
men call  it  "  Woodcock  and  Orange,"  You  tie  it 
with  orange  tying  silk,  well  waxed,  for  the  body, 
and  a  hackle  at  the  head  taken  from  under  the  wing 
of  a  woodcock,  a  feather  with  alternate  bars  of  lead 
colour  and  cream  colour.  Some  people  use  a  turn 
or  two  of  bronze  peacock's  herl  at  the  head.  It  is  a 
good  fly  for  cold  days  in  March  and  April.  The 
hook  should  be  No.  1  or  No.  2.  In  general  I  shall 
not  tell  you  the  size  of  hook  to  use,  because  I  want 
you  not  to  imitate  other  dressers,  but  to  catch  the 
real  fly  and  imitate  it; 

A  very  similar  fly  is  the  Little  Early  Brown 
or  Light  Woodcock  and  Orange.  The  hackle  is 
taken  from  the  upper  side  of  the  woodcock's  wing, 
and  a  little  fur  from  the  root  of  a  hare's  ear  is  tied  in 
with  the  orange  tying  silk  of  the  body. 

Another  early  fly  of  the  same  order  is  the  Needle 
Brown  or  Willow  Fly.  It  also  occurs  in  the  autumn. 
When  at  rest  it  looks  like  a  thin  rounded  slip  of  lead 
from  a  lead  pencil.  There  are  several  ways  of 
imitating  this  fly. 

A  very  good  imitation  is  made  thus  :  Having  tied 
on  your  hook  with  well  waxed  orange  silk,  take  a 
strip  of  bronze  peacock's  herl  (with  a  white  or  ginger 
root  to  imitate  the  female  fly,  and  without  such  a 
root  to  imitate  the  male),  and  having  stripped  off 
the  flue  of  the  herl,  tie  it  in  by  the  root  and  whip 
your  silk  to  the  shoulder.  Then  -wind  on  the  herl 
(which  is  now  called  a  quill)  to  the  shoulder  and  tie  it 
down  with  two  turns  of  the  silk.  Cut  off  the  waste 
end  of  the  quill  and  then  tie  in,  and  wind  on  in  the 
usual  way,  a  dark  blue  cock's  hackle,  if  you  can  get 
any.  Use  a  hook  No.  1  or  No.  2.  In  Devonshire 
you  can  use  a  much  bigger  hook,  and  it  is  the  same 
in  South  Wales. 

If  you  cannot  get  dark  blue  cock's  hackles,  it  is 
better  to  use  a  hen  hackle  of  the  same  shade  and  to 
add  wings  from  the  hen  blackbird's  wing. 

Another  dressing  is  to  dub  your  silk  with  water- 
rat's  fur  instead  of  using  a  quill.  You  can  either 
rib  the  fur  with  a  few  turns  of  yellow  silk  tied  in  at 
the  tail  or  use  it  plain.  The  natural  fly  is  usually 
seen  with  its  wings  all  spread  out  on  the  water,  dead 
or  dying.    (Fig.  39.) 

We  now  come  to  one  of  the  most  important  flies. 
It  belongs  to  the  OHve  Dim  class.  It  varies  a  good 
deal  in  colour.  It  is  usually  called  the  Blue  Dun, 
everywhere,  in  fact,  except  in  Hampshire,  where  it 
is  called  the  Large  Dark  OHve. 

It  is  a  good-sized  handsome  fly,  with  wing  standing 
erect  over  its  back,  and  has  often  a  greenish  oUve 
body  with  yellow  ribs  ;  but  in  cold  weather  it  is 
sometimes  an  even  leaden  colour.  There  are  many 
dressings  of  it,  mostly  winged,  but  some  hackled 
only.    I  have  shown  you  how  to  tie  a  winged  one. 

The  best  hackled  patterns  are  dressed  thus : 
Body  made  of  primrose  tying  silk,  well  waxed  and 
either  dubbed  with  water-rat's  fur  or  plain,  and  in 
either  case  ribbed  with  unwaxed  primrose  silk. 
The  hackle  at  the  head  is  a  flat,  shiny  feather  from 
under  the  wing  of  the  moorhen.  This  pattern  is 
called  the  "  Waterhen  Bloa  "  in  Yorkshire. 

A  very  good  winged  pattern  is  dressed  with  a 
body  of  yellow  silk  with  or  without  a  dubbing  of 
mole's  fur  or  water-rat's  fur.  If  you  use  the  fur, 
you  can  put  on  or  omit  a  primrose  silk  rib,  but  you 


should  put  it  on  if  you  omit  the  fur.-  The  wing 
should  be  dark  old  cock  starling,  and  the  hackle  a 
hen's  smoky  blue  hackle  to  match  the  wingj  Or 
you  can  use  hen  blackbird  or  snipe  for  the  wing. 
The  natural  fly  has  tails,  but  there  is  not  much 
point  in  imitating  them.  The  hook  should  be 
No.  2. 

A  very  favourite  north  country  pattern  is  called 
Greenwell's  Glory.  The  -wings  are  of  hen  blackbird 
wing,  tied  in  upright  and  spUt,  the  body  of  weU- 
waxed  primi'ose  silk,  ribbed  closely  with  fine  gold 
wire,  and  the  hackle  is  a  black  hen's  with  ginger 
points — very  easy  to  get. 

Another  pattern  may  be  tied  -with  starling  wing,- 
and  a  body  of  yellow  silk,  dubbed  with  fur  from 
the  root  of  the  hare's  ear  without  any  hackle.  It 
may  be  either  plain  or  ribbed  with  yellow  silk,  or 
flat  gold.  This  last  is  caUed  the  Gold- ribbed 
Hare's  Ear. 

Another  good  pattern  is  tied  thus :  Wings,  dark 
starling  ;  body,  quill  from  the  peacock's  eyed  tail 
feather  dyed  bright  yellow  (it  will  be  yellow  one 
side  and  brown  the  other  side,  so  as  to  give  a  ribbed 
effect)  ;  legs,  cock's  hackle  dyed  to  match  the  body. 
This  is  called  "  Dark  OHve  Quill."  Or  you  can  use 
the  quiU  undyed,  and  a  blue  hen's  hackle  to  match. 
This  is  called  "  Blue  Quill,"  and  in  a  variety  of 
shades  can  be  used  all  through  the  fishing  season. 

All  through  the  spring  and  summer  you  will  find 
a  constant  succession  of  OHve  Duns  constantly 
growing  Hghter  and  Hghter.  I  wiU  tell  you  how  to 
dress  some  of  the  Hghter  patterns  soon,  but  you 
must  catch  the  flies  on  the  water  from  time  to  time 
and  try  and  dress  your  flies  to  match  their  tints. 

After  a  day  or  two  in  the  upper  air  the  OHve  Duns 
throw  off  their  outer  coats  and  become  Red  Spinners. 
The  wings  are  bright  and  shiny  and  very  trans- 
parent, and  the  body  is  of  a  reddish  brown,  and  the 
tails  or  whisks  become  much  longer.  I  am  not  at 
Hberty  to  give  you  the  best  of  the  patterns  because 
it  is  not  my  own  secret,  but  here  are  some  good 
enough  patterns. 

Wing,  jay  quill  feather,  the  Hght  part  near  the 
root ;  body,  red  squirrel's  fur  mixed  with  some 
bright  claret  crewel  wool  (or  if  you  can  get  seal's  fur, 
that  is  better),  and  ribbed  with  fine  flat  gold ; 
hackle,  ginger  red  or  yellow  dun.  Hook,  No.  1  or 
No.  2.  Or  you  can  have  the  body  of  red  brown'  or 
crimson  floss  silk  ribbed  -with  gold,  or  of  quill  from 
the  eyed  part  of  the  tail  feather  of  the  peacock  dyed 
bright  orange.  If  you  use  the  plain  undyed  quill 
and  a  starling  -wing  and  red  hackle,  the  fly  is  called 
the  "  Red  Quill."  It  is  an  excellent  standard 
pattern  from  the  end  of  April  to  the  end  of  the 
season. 

Another  standard  pattern  is  calledHofland'sFancy. 
It  is  made  with  wings  of  woodcock  -wing  feather, 
body  of  brownish  orange  floss  silk,  with  a  red  cock's 
hackle  for  legs,  and  with  whisks  of  a  similar  feather. 

The  next  pattern  is  the  Cowdung  Fly,  which  of 
course  you  know  well.  It  is  to  be  seen  all  through 
the  season  and  often  kills  well  on  rough  days  when 
it  is  blown  on  to  the  water.  The  best  pattern  I 
know  is  dressed  with  a  hackle  from  a  rusty  blue 
cock  and  a  dubbing  of  greenish  yellow  mohair  or 
seal's  fur,  if  you  can  get  it ;  but  probably  you 
cannot  get  that.  It  bears  only  a  distant  resem- 
blance to  the  natural  fly,  but  it  kills. 

A  good  enough  pattern  is  made  -with  a  wing  from 
the  landrail's  primary  or  secondary  feathers,  a  body, 
rather  fat,  of  dubbing  of  greenish  yellow  wool  or 
crewel  on  orange  silk  and  a  hackle  of  very  pale 
reddish  ginger. 

Well,  perhaps  this  is  enough  for  one  lecture. 
Next  letter  we  will  begin  with  the  March  Bro-wns.  ■ 
***** 


LETTER  VIL 

March  4,  18—. 
***** 

In  your  part  of  the  world  the  Maich  Bro-wn  is  one 
of  the  most  important  of  flies.  It  is  a  big  handsome 
fly  of  the  dun  class,  floating  -with  its  wings  erect  on 
the  water.  I  gave  you  a  drawing  of  it  in  a  previous 
letter  (Fig.  8).  There  are  innumerable  dressings  of 
it.  The  best  I  know  are  as  follows:  (1)  Hackled 
-with  the  soft,  open,  fibred,  filmy  feather  from  over 
the  snipe's  tail.  The  body  is  made  of  orange  tying 
silk,  thinly  dubbed  with  the  ruddy  fur  from  the  nape 
of  a  rabbit's  neck  sUghtly  tinged  red  with  dye. 
(2)  Hackled  -with  a  bro^vn  feather  from  a  partridge's 
back  and  with  a  body  of  orange  silk.  This  is  called 
Orange  Partridge,  and  is  a  standard  fly.  (3)  Winged 
•with  narrow  sUps  from  the  barred  part  near  the  butt 
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end  of  a  hen  pheasant's  secondary  feathcn  Body 
of  orange  tying  silk  thinly  dubbed  with  fur  from  a 
hare's  poU.  Hackle  of  rusty  or  sandy  blue  cock, 
rather  long;  (4)  The  wing  and  tpng  silk  the  same 
as  No.  3,  but  the  dubbing  is  a  mixture  of  fur  from 
the  hare's  poll  and  rusty  brown  and  greenish  yellow 
seal's  fur.  A  rib  of  gold  wire  or  yellow  silk  can  be 
added. 

Any  of  these  patterns  can  have  a  tail  made  of  two 
or  three  strands  of  blue  cock's  hackle  or  from  a  par- 
tridge's freckled  tail  feather,  or  from  the  brown 
feather  on  the  side  of  a  drake  under  the  wing. 

The  March  Brown  that  comes  out  earhest  in  the 
spring  is  usually  darker  in  colour  than  the  later  editions 
which  come  out.  The  fly  comes  out  in  a  series  of 
editions  lasting  nearly  through  April  and  occasion- 
ally into  May.  There  occurs  in  August  and  Septem- 
ber a  later,  smaller,  and  paler  edition  called  the 
August  Dun.- 

These  all  turn  into  large  Red  Spinners  as  their  final 
stage.  You  will  see  them  dancing  in  the  evening, 
glowing  in  the  sun  Hke  httle  red-hot  needles. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  fish  will  often  take 
the  March  Brown  long  after  its  season  is  over,  and 
they  will  often  take  the  Great  Red  Spinner  before 
its  season  has  come.  The  Great  Red  Spinner  is 
dressed  much  in  the  same  way  as  the  ordinary  Red 
Spinner,  only  larger. 

Our  next  fly  is  the  Sand  Fly;  It  is  a  smaUish 
fly  of  the  Sedge  Fly  class,  of  a  sandy  tint.  You  tie 
it  with  a  wing  of  landrail,  legs  of  Ught  ginger  hen's 
hackle,  and  body  of  pale  orange  silk  dubbed  with 
sandy  pink  fur  from  a  hare's  poU,  or  with  the  same 
body  and  a  hackle  from  under  a  landrail's  wing. 

Next  we  have  the  Grannom,  a  fly  of  the  same 
shape  as  the  Sand|Fly,  the  female  of  which  has  a 
bunch  of  green  eggs  at  the  tail.  Tie  it  thus  :  Body 
of  yellow  silk  well  waxed,  with  fur  from  the  root  of 
a  hare's  ear  spun  on  it  and  a  tag  of  bluey  green 
worsted  at  the  tail  to  represent  the  eggs.  The  legs 
arc  best  made  with  a  ginger  and  grey  hackle  from 
a  cross-bred  Plymouth  Rock  cock.  The  wing 
feather  is  either  from  a  partridge's  secondary  or  a  hen 
pheasant's  secondary.  It  doesn't  occur  everj^where, 
and  you  may  not  need  it.  The  same  remark  may 
be  made_  about  the  Gravel  Bed;  This  is  a  sort  of 
gnat  which  swarms  in  the  beds  of  some  gravelly 
rivers.  The  trout  take  it  greedily.  The  body  is  a 
dark  lead  colour.  Use  black  silk  dubbed  with 
water-rat's  fur,  and  for  legs  two  turns  of  a  black  or 
dark  grizzled  cock's  hackle  rather  long  in  the  fibre, 
and  for  wings  a  couple  of  slips  from  an  under  covert 
feather  of  a  woodcock's  wing. 

Next  comes  the  Yellow  Dun,  a  pale  variety  of  the 
Olive  Dun.  There  are  many  dressings,  mostly  with 
young  starling  or  fieldfare  wings.  The  best  of  these 
I  know  are  the  following  :  (1)  Body  of  bright  yellow 
silk  waxed  with  colourless  wax  and  ribbed  with 
unwaxed  silk.  Hackle,  yellow  dun  or  ginger  cock 
or  hen.  (2)  Body,  yellow  silk  dubbed  with  a  mixture 
of  yellow  wool  and  a  httle  pale  blue  fur  from  a  mouse 
or  a  black  rabbit.  Similar  hackles  to  No.  1. 
(3)  No.  1  Whitchurch;  Body  of  bright  yellow  floss 
silk.  Same  hackle  as  No.  1.  (4)  Peacock  quill  body 
dyed  yellow,  and  hackle  dyed  Ught  olive. 

Hackled  dressings  are  as  follows  :  Body  of  yellow 
floss  silk  and  hackle  from  the  dotterel  (out  of  your 
reach),  the  snipe  (blue  feather  from  under  wing, 
called  inside  snipe),  the  breast  of  the  snipe,  the 
cream-tipped  feather  from  under  the  wing  of  the 
starling,  and  the  dun  feather  from  under  the  wing  of 
a  young  grouse.  This  last  pattern  is  called  the  Poult 
Bloa  in  Yorkshire. 

The  last  fly  I  shall  give  you  to-day  is  the  Iron  Blue, 
a  perky  inky  coloured  httle  fly  of  the  Dun  class. 
The  trout  go  mad  for  it  when  it  is  on;  The  best 
feather  for  the  wing  is  the  tail  feather  of  the  great 
tomtit,  but  you  may  not  be  able  to  get  this.  You 
can  use  as  substitutes  the  tip  of  a  soft  feather  from 
the  breast  of  a  moorhen,  or  a  shp  of  dark  blue 
feather  from  a  coot's  wing.  The  body  is  of  dark 
crimson  -coloured  silk  well  waxed  and  dubbed 
with  mole's  fur,  so  as  to  show  the  dark  red  at  the 
tail  and  again  at  the  head.  The  hackle,  if  you  use 
one,  should  be  a  small  dun  hen's.  A  hackled 
dressing  is  known  as  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
is  made  of  the  purple  tying  silk,  with  a  hackle 
from  the  outside  of  a  snipe's  wing.  It  is  a  small 
fly.  It  lasts  from  mid-April  to  mid-June.  It 
changes  into  the  Jenny  Spinner,  but  that  is  too 
difficult  a  fly  for  you  to  tackle.  It  appears  again 
in  the  autumn. 

***** 

{To  he  continued.) 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  WYE. 
THE  SEASON'S  PROSPECTS; 

Fbbeuary  2  was  the  day  on  which  salmon  fishing 
commenced  in  the  i  Wye;  On  the  whole  this  season's 
prospects  are  distinctly  hopeful.  There  have  been 
recent  satisfactory  floods  to  bring  the  fish  up  from 
the  sea,  and,  moreover,  each  succeeding  year  cannot 
fail  to  bring  increased  sport  as  a  result  of  local 
efforts  during  the  last  few  seasons  to  keep  nets  out 
of  the  river.  A  year  or  two  ago  a  number  of 
anglers  constituted  themselves  the  Wye  Fishery 
Association.  Their  policy  is  to  acquire  control  of 
the  river  a  httle  at  a  time,  as  opportunity  arises, 
and  then  promptly  to  aboUsh  netting; 

Last  year  for  the  first  time  nets  were  kept  out  of 
the  tidal  waters  of  the  Wye,  so  that  the  salmon 
now  have  an  iminterrupted  run  to  the  middle  and 
upper  reaches  of  the  river.  Hitherto  there  has 
been  most  ruthless  netting  in  these  important 
waters.  This  year  a  bye-law  comes  into  operation 
prohibiting  nets  in  the  middle  waters.  The 
members  of  the  association  intend  to  continue  to 
acquire  fishing  rights  in  the  river  until  they  can 
attain  the  ideal  at  which  they  aim — namely,  to 
keep  the  river  free  from  netting  for  at  least  three 
seasons,  so  that  it  may  have  a  chance  of  becoming 
restocked. — Pall  Mall  Oazettej 


CATCHING  THE  ALBACOEE.* 


DuMNG  the  summer  and  autumn  large  bodies  of 
herring  and  mackerel  frequent  the  harbours  of 
Nova  Scotia,  pursued  hither  by  their  relentless  foes 
the  albacores,  sometimes  called  the  horse-mackerel 
from  their  great  resemblance  to  the  mackerel — in 
fact,  they  are  considered  to  belong  to  that  family. 
If  my  readers  have  seen  a  mackerel,  and,  moreover, 
hooked  one  with  a  jig  and  hne,  they  can  conjecture 
from  the  smartness  of  the  ordinary  mackerel  what 
kind  of  sport  an  overgrown  one  of  6001b.  fastened 
to  hook  and  hne  would  be  Ukely  to  afford.  Cer- 
tainly he  would  be  no  plaything.  I  have  helped  to 
capture  them  in  fish-traps  eleven  feet  long  and  as 
big  as  a  vinegar  cask.  When  these  fish  are  among 
the  shoals  of  small  fish  they  rush  and  leap  out  hke 
salmon  and  poUack,  and  are  so  ravenous  they  are 
often  dangerous  to  fishermen  picking  their  nets,  as 
they  rush  from  beneath  the  boats  after  the  fish 
falling  out  of  them;  Albacores,  though  not  generally 
eaten  by  Englishmen,  yet  are  very  nice  eating,  and 
are  more  highly  prized  by  Portuguese  and  Spaniards 
than  any  other  fish  they  take,  and  sell  for  the 
highest  prices. 

Prompted  by  the  desire  for  a  little  excitement  a 
friend  and  I  decided  to  attempt  the  capture  of  one 
of  them.  As  we  knew  the  gear  required  must  be 
first-class,  we  procured  two  of  what  in  fishing  par- 
lance are  called  eighteenth  hemp  cod  fines,  each 
thirty-two  fathoms  long.  Then  we  had  a  hook 
made  for  each  out  of  steel  three-eighths  thick,  eight 
inches  wide,  with  a  three  inch  shank  and  long 
heavy  beard.  With  our  fines  attached  to  swivel- 
reels  to  run  them  on  and  off  we  felt  we  were 
equipped  for  the  expected  spree,  so  having  secured 
a  stiff  medium  low  boat  we  proceeded  one  morning 
quite  early  to  the  netting  ground.  There  we  found 
the  nets  well  fished,  and  knew  by  that  our  game 
would  be  on  hand. 

We  procured  a  number  of  herrings  with  which  to 
bait  them  up,  and  then  lay  on  our  oars  awaiting 
developments.  Presently  one  of  the  fishermen 
called  out,  "  Halloa,  boys  !  here's  a  fellow  !  " 
meaning  an  albacore,  followed  by  a  shout  from 
another,  and  still  another,  that  they  were  about 
their  boats.  So  we  slowly  moved  outside  the  range 
of  the  boats,  throwing  over  a  herring  every  few 
yards  to  toll  them  along  with  us.  When  we  con- 
sidered we  were  far  enough  away  we  took  the 
precaution  to  secure  the  reel  to  the  thwart,  for  we 
were  a  bit  afraid  of  the  fish  we  expected  to  grapple 
with.  Then  I  threw  over  a  herring  to  see  if  there 
were  any  albacores  near  us,  and  to  our  deUght  a 
monster  rushed  for  it  just  under  the  surface,  so  I 
threw  another  loose  one  and  another  attached  to 
the  book.  He  rushed  for  the  first  one,  whirled, 
and  took  hold  of  the  other,  and  we  had  hold  of  him. 
Then  for  a  few  minutes  we  had  a  good  imitation  of 
the  antics  of  a  wild  prairie  horse  when  first  haltered. 
He  jumped  his  full  length  out  of  the  water,  which 

*  From  'Moose  Hunting,  Salmon  Fishing,  and 
Other  Sketches  of  Sport."  by  T.  R.  Pattillo. 
London  :  Sampson  L9W,  Marston  and  Co. 


gave  us  a  very  vivid  idea  of  the  monster  we  were 
attached  to ;  then  he  started  at  an  awful  pace 
across  the  harbour. 

The  line  was  running  out  swiftly,  so  that  we  had 
to  move  as  quickly  to  get  it  into  the  notch  in  the 
stem,  which  we  had  wisely  thought  to  make;  Then 
I  seized  an  oar  and  placed  it  for  steering,  while  we 
both  got  positions  to  trim  the  boat.  What  we 
feared  was  that  when  he  had  run  all  the  line  out 
if  the  boat  was  motionless  something  might  break. 
So  as  to  obviate  that  my  friend  succeeded  in 
grasping  the  hne  partially,  and  thereby  gradually 
starting  the  boat,  while  I  helped  by  sculhng,  so 
that  by  the  time  it  was  all  off  the  reel  she  was 
moving  faster  than  ever  she  did  before,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  she  ever  did  after.  The  fish  kept  up 
the  pace  for  at  least  ten  minutes,  towing  us  directly 
into  the  harbour ;  then  he  made  a  jump,  turned, 
and  took  us  straight  back  for  the  fishing  grounds. 
The  men  in  their  boats  had  been  watching  us  with 
great  interest,  not  supposing  for  a  moment  they 
were  to  have  any  part  in  it,  but  when  they  saw  us 
going  directly  for  them  the  shouting  and  hooting 
and  swearing  that  suddenly  started  from  them 
would  have  been  laughable  to  any  disinterested 
spectators,  but  we  could  see  plainly  that  if  he 
continued  the  course  he  was  then  taking  us  nothing 
short  of  a  coUision  with  one  or  more  of  the  boats 
would  foUow,  and  the  most  of  them  were  half 
loaded  with  herrings. 

The  way  those  fellows  were  shouting  was  as  if 
Pandemonium  were  let  loose,  and  tended  somewhat 
to  disconcert  us.  The  nearer  we  approached  them 
the  greater  the  peril  seemed  of  sinking  by  contact 
one  or  both  of  our  boats,  so  I  jumped  with  my 
knife  to  free  him,  but  in  the  rush  to  do  so  my  foot 
slipped  and  I  went  headlong  on  top  of  my  mate, 
and  my  knife  flew  out  of  my  hand — confusion  worse 
confounded.  Before  we  could  disengage  ourselves 
the  boats  came  together  with  a  heavy  crash,  fiUing 
the  other's  and  washing  a  lot  of  their  herrings  over- 
board. This  additional  drag  caused  the  albacore 
to  spring  again,  when  to  save  ourselves  from  being 
all  thrown  overboard  one  of  the  men  cut  the  line; 
The  first  salute  we  poor  fellows  got  was,  "  You 
d — n  fools  !  "  followed  by  language  not  altogether 
classical  English,  nor  yet  pure  Anglo-Saxon,  having 
a  large  percentage  of  the  swear  element  in  it. 
After  their  first  ebulhtion  was  over,  we  got  into  a 
hearty  laugh  over  the  ridiculousness  of  the  affair ; 
then  they  bailed  their  boat  out,  and  went  on  with 
their  work. 

We  poor  disgruntled  fellows  rowed  around  among 
the  other  boats,  finishing  up  the  first  part  of  the 
spree  with  roars  of  laughter.  Of  course,  after  the 
danger  was  over  the  whole  affair  appeared  so  funny 
that  we  all  had  to  shout  and  halloa  or  burst. 

Our  freed  albacore  paraded  himself  all  over  the 
harbour,  jumping  dozens  of  times,  with  the  hne 
still  attached  to  him,  all  through  that  day.  In  the 
course  of  an  hour,  by  seeing  these  big  fellows  rushing 
about  us  in  the  bay,  the  sporting  temperature  rose 
again,  and  we  decided  to  try  our  other  Une  on 
another  fellow.  The  fishermen  hesitated  to  supplyj 
us  with  bait,  fearing  a  repetition  of  the  same  peri 
if  we  got  fast  into  another.  After  a  little  coaxing 
we  got  what  we  wanted,  and  started  off  shore, 
occasionally  throwing  a  herring  as  we  went.  When 
we  thought  ourselves  out  of  the  danger  Umit  we 
stopped,  got  the  gear  iuto  shape  for  immediate 
action  if  necessary,  not  knowing  then  if  there  were 
any  fish  near. 

This  was  soon  decided  when  I  stood  up  and 
threw  over  a  herring,  for  it  scarcely  struck  the 
water  before  it  was  grabbed.  Then  I  threw  over 
the  baited  hook,  and  he  seized  it  just  as  fiercely  ; 
and  this  second  fellow  was  fast,  rushing  and  jumping 
even  more  fiercely  than  the  first.  He  began  towing 
us  directly  away  from  the  boats  for  some  time.  To 
make  his  speed  less  rapid  we  crossed  our  oars  and 
held  back  water,  which  acted  hke  a  drag.  Suddenly, 
hke  his  predecessor,  he  turned  at  right  angles  to 
the  current  he  had  been  following,  and  led  us  in 
that  direction  fully  ten  minutes,  then  took  a  range 
leading  directly  for  the  boats.  Up  to  this  time  we 
did  not  feel  at  all  anxious — apart  from  the  long 
row  that  seemed  before  us  when  he  was  leading  off 
shore.  Now,  however,  there  appeared  to  be  evil 
in  his  eyes,  and  if  he  should  take  us  up  there  this 
time  the  results  might  be  much  more  serious  than 
before,  for  the  boats  were  all  deeply  loaded. 

What  was  to  be  done  ?  While  we  were  trying  to 
plan  some  feasible  way  out  of  it,  and  at  the  same 
time  save  our  fish,  he  made  a  leap  out  and  fell  very 
heavily,  thus  showing  he  was  weakening,  and  from 
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that  time  we  found  the  boat'was  moving  more  slowly, 
and  we  therefore  became  very  hopeful.  As  we 
looked  in  shore  the  men  had  their  hats  off  and  were 
gesticulating  fiercely,  giving  us  to  understand  we 
ought  to  cut  him  free,  which  we  would  probably  have 
done  had  we  not  noticed  his  faltering.  The  speed  of 
the  boat  kept  slackening  very  fast,  so  much  so  that 
in  a  short  time  we  were  able  to  gather  in  the  Hne  to 
within  a  few  fathoms  of  him.  He  had  towed  us  to 
within  150  yards  of  the  fishermen,  when  suddenly 
he  stopped  short.  We  hauled  up  the  line,  and  the 
fish  with  it.  What  a  beauty !  Ten  feet  long, 
weighing  6001b.  We  soon  had  a  rope  through  his 
gills,  and  towed  him  to  the  shore  in  through  the 
boats.  The  men  and  boys  came  to  see  him  after 
their  nets  were  picked,  and  helped  us  haul  him  on 
the  beach,  and  finished  by  giving  three  cheers, 
which  made  us  feel  like  heroes.  Our  cranky  friends 
of  the  collision  had  long  ere  this  got  over  their  pet. 
and  all  enjoyed  a  hearty  laugh  over  the  exciting 
time.  "Hang  it!"  said  an  old  chap,  "we  were 
getting  worked  up  when  you  were  coming  right  for 
us  again,  as  we  would  have  been  in  a  bad  pUght, 
with  our  boats  all  loaded  down,  if  the  scamp  had 
got  you  there."  We  had  had  all  the  sport  there 
was  to  be  obtained  out  of  the  fish,  so  we  gave  his 
body  to  the  men  who  had  lost  their  herrings  through 
us,  thus  reimbursing  them  well,  as  the  fish  was  worth 
at  least  20  dollars.  If  any  of  my  readers  are  at  any 
time  on  our  Nova  Scotian  shore,  and  are  seeking 
sport,  they  can  have  it  equal  to  that  enjoyed  on  the 
Pacific  Goast  in  the  capture  of  the  albacore.  This 
fish  is  so  voracious  that  it  is  no  trouble  to  bait  him 
up,  but  see  that  your  gear  is  good,  and  don't  fear 
he  will  eat  you  if  by  chance  he  should  haul  you 
overboard.  He  does  not  fight  long,  but  he  means 
business  while  at  it. 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  H.  G.  Cutcliffe,  F.R.G.S.; 

(Continued  from  page  75.) 

CHAPTER  lY  .—continued, 

Now  select  your  hook,t  which  may  be  of  the 
size  corresponding  to  (if  you  have  none  of  them) 
No.  6  or  7  Hutchinson  ;  if  the  water  is  high  and 
the  wind  boisterous,  let  it  be  7  ;  if  quiet  and 
calm,  as  we  supposed,  No.  6  will  be  best ;  but 
either  will  do,  provided  the  hackle  you  have 
chosen  is  of  the  proper  size  for  it,  which  you  judge 
by  measuring  the  fibres  on  one  side  of  the  hackle 
with  the  hook,  and  they  should  be  just  a  slight 
degree  longer  than  the  hook  from  the  end  of  the 
shank  to  the  bend.  Pluck  off  all  the  ragged- 
looking  down  from  the  larger  end,  or  base  of  the 
hackle,  till  the  fibres  from  the  smaller  to  the 
larger  end  form  by  their  margin  or  extreme  points 
a  triangle  ;  now  place  the  stem  or  midrib  by  which 
it  grows  in  the  fowl  between  the  fore-finger  and 
thumb  of  your  right  hand,  as  low  down  as  you  can 
hold  it  in  the  division  between  the  thumb  and 
finger ;  keep  the  shining  surface  of  the  feather 
uppermost,  having  the  thumb  closely  pressed 
against  the  fore-finger ;  take  the  apex  of  the 
hackle  between  your  left  fore-finger  and  thumb, 
and  bend  the  feather  and  pull  it  between  the 
thumb  and  fore-finger,  held  as  before  closely 
together,  so  as  to  subject  the  fibres  to  pressure, 
and  on  drawing  the  whole  length  of  the  feather 
through,  you  will  find  you  have  turned  all  the 
fibres  to  one  side  of  the  midrib.  Now  take  your 
gut — let  it  be  good  strong  i-ound  gut,  not  very 
large  in  circumference,  but  everywhere  perfectly 
round  and  transjDarent ;  bite  off  the  length  you 
require,  and  you  will  find  the  bitten  end  flattened ; 
put  this  between  your  teeth  and  impress  it  in 
three  or  four  places,  of  a  distance  of  half  the 
length  of  your  hook,  from  the  extreme  end  ;  now 
your  gut  is  jagged,  as  it  were,  and  flattened,  the 
silk  will  fit  into  the  pits  made,  and  will  not  allow 
the  gut  to  slip  ;  now  take  some  strong  fly-making 
silk,  which  is  only  a  finer  description  of  common 
silk  of  yellow  colour  ;  wax  this  well,  and  cut  off  as 
much  as  you  want,  say  ten  inches.  Your  tweezers 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "  The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane.  London.    Price.  3^.  fid.,  post  freo. 

The  angler  will  do  well  to  use  smaller  sizes. 


are  by  your  side,  and  a  pair  of  fine-pointed,  well- 
cutting  scissors  ;  and  first  you  take  the  hook  in 
your  left  hand,  between  your  fore-finger  and 
thumb,  with  the  bend  of  the  hook  pointing  towards 
the  hand  which  holds  it,  with  the  barbed  point 
downwards,  and  the  free  extremity  of  the  shank, 
on  which  will  be  formed  the  head  of  the  fly, 
pointing  to  your  opposite  or  right  hand ;  now 
take  your  waxed  silk  in  your  right  hand,  and  with 
the  fore-finger  and  thumb  bind  it  twice  around 
the  middle  third  of  the  shank  of  the  bare  hook  ; 
take  now  your  gut,  bitten  as  directed,  and  place 
it  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  shank  of  the  hook, 
and  let  the  flattened  end  of  the  gut  extend  for- 
wards as  far  as  the  point  where  the  hook  is  first 
bent,  and  maintain  it  here,  together  with  the  hook, 
between  the  fore-finger  and  thumb  of  the  left 
hand  ;  now  seize  the  silk,  which  is  pendant  from 
the  shank  of  the  hook,  and  bringing  it  to  within 
four-fifths  of  the  extreme  point  of  the  shank,  begin 
to  wind  it  round  the  gut  and  the  hook,  carrying 
your  left  hand  in  a  direction  away  from  your 
person,  and  evenly,  regularly,  and  firmly  continue 
your  winding  towards  your  left  hand  tiU  you 
have  in  a  perfect  manner  covered  and  concealed 
your  gut  completely.  Your  hook  is  now  sphced  on, 
and  for  a  beginner  it  will  be  well  for  him  to  try 
if  he  can  pull  the  gut  out  of  the  sphcing,  as  all  steps 
which  will  give  firmness  to  the  hold  upon  the 
hook  are  now  completed ;  and  this  should  be 
done  with  great  caution  and  irresistible  firmness 
Now  place  your  left  fore-finger  a  httle  lower  down 
on  the  shank  of  the  hook  than  it  was  before,  so  as 
to  include  in  its  grasp  the  end  of  the  silk  attach- 
ing the  hook  to  the  gut.  Take  now  a  pinch  of 
the  fur  you  have  mixed  in  the  fore-finger  and 
thumb  of  your  right  hand,  and  lay  it  on  the  silk, 
which  is  made  tense  the  while  by  seizing  the  free 
end  of  it  between  the  apex  of  the  httle  finger  and 
the  ball  of  the  thumb  of  your  right  hand ;  having 
laid  on  a  bunch  of  fur  upon  the  silk,  and  taken 
care  that  the  ends  of  the  fur  are  close  up  to  the 
attachment  of  the  silk  to  the  hook,  you  carry  your 
right  fore-finger  and  thumb  down  over  the  bunch, 
and  spread  it,  as  it  were,  down  over  the  waxed 
thread,  and  when  this  is  properly  done,  you  have 
a  tapering  roll  of  fur  just  adhering  to  your  silk, 
the  finer  end  nearest  the  attachment  of  the  silk, 
and  becoming  thicker  and  more  bulky  as  it 
approaches  the  free  end ;  this  being  done,  and 
you  being  satisfied  that  the  length  of  your  furred 
portion  of  the  silk  is  sufficient,  you  place  your  fore- 
finger and  thumb  of  the  right  hand  upon  the 
thicker  end,  and  twist  it  round,  moving  your 
thumb  over  your  fore-flnger  in  a  direction  towards 
its  point  or  tip,  and  rolhng  the  fur  between  them, 
till,  after  several  revolutions,  the  fur  seems  to 
be  entwisted  firmly,  and  is  regularly  tapered, 
and  lies  evenly,  with  its  points  tending  towards 
the  tail  of  the  hook  ;  you  have  now  to  bring  the 
silk  down  to  the  free  extremity,  or  head  of  the 
hook,  and  in  so  doing  you  will  make  the  body 
and  spUce  on  the  hackle  ;  continue  then  to  wind 
your  silk,  now  covered  with  fur,  in  the  same 
direction  as  you  began,  but,  of  course,  bringing  it 
evenly  downwards  to  your  right  hand,  instead  of 
upwards  to  your  left ;  as  soon  as  you  have  arrived 
at  a  point  in  the  shank  of  the  hook  corresponding 
to  the  junction  of  the  middle  with  the  lower  third, 
pass  the  silk  down,  so  that  you  may  hold  it  firmly, 
between  the  httle  finger  and  palm  of  the  left  hand  ; 
this  prevents  your  silk  unwinding,  and  sets  your 
right  hand  free  to  take  up  the  hackle,  which  has 
been  prepared  as  directed  ;  seize,  then,  the  hackle 
by  its  feathered  and  pointed  extremity,  and  with 
its  root,  or  that  portion  by  which  it  grows  in  the 
skin,  lying  towards  the  left,  and  its  finer  end 
towards  the  head  of  the  hook,  and  its  midrib  or 
stem  placed  along  the  back  of  the  hook,  as  you  are 
still  holding  it ;  maintain  it  in  this  position  with 
the  fore-fijnger  and  thumb  of  the  left  hand  still 
holding  the  hook,  and  having  adjusted  its  length, 
so  that  the  tip  of  the  feather  protrudes  a  httle 
below  the  head  of  the  hook,  you  again  take  up 
your  silk  from  the  left  little  finger  and  continue 
your  winding  of  the  fur  for  the  body,  now  in- 
cluding, together  with  the  hook  and  gut,  the  end 
of  the  hackle  as  well.  And  now  having  arrived 
at  that  point,  the  lower  four-fifths  of  the  shank, 
where  you  first  began  to  splice  on  the  gut,  pull 
off  all  the  fur  adhering  to  the  silk,  and  wax  it 
again  thoroughly,  and  quite  close  up  to  the  hook, 
and  then  wind  it  twice  around  the  projecting 
small  end  of  the  hackle  you  have  spliced  on. 
Now  pass  the  silk,  as  before,  between  the  hook 


and  the  gut,  that  it  may  not  slip,  and  just  hang 
the  long  end  of  the  silk  over  the  gut,  to  keep  it 
out  of  the  way  whilst  you  cut  off  the  protruding 
httle  end  of  the  hackle  close  to  the  silk  ;  trim  up 
the  body  by  pulling  out  any  fur  that  may  be 
bushy,  and  arrange  the  hackle  for  winding  it  on ; 
see  that  all  the  fibres  stand  off  at  a  right  angle 
to  the  stem,  and  do  not  intrude  upon  one  another, 
but  at  equal  distance  project  in  their  proper 
direction.  Now  being  satisfied  with  the  body  of 
the  fly  which  is  completed,  there  but  remains  to 
wind  in  the  hackle  for  legs  and  wings,  and  fasten 
the  end  that  it  may  not  shp,  and  in  so  doing  we 
shall  have  made  the  head  to  our  fly.  Now,  still 
holding  our  hook  as  at  first  and  throughout  the 
whole  process,  clasp  the  root  of  the  hackle  between 
your  right  fore-finger  and  thumb,  and  wind  the 
hackle  in  the  same  direction  that  you  passed  your 
hand  in  forming  the  body,  at  first  over  the  little 
fur  which  intervenes  between  the  point  of  attach- 
ment of  the  hackle  and  the  bare  silk  below ;  make 
your  turns  at  first  more  distant  from  one  another 
than  afterwards,  but  judge  how  close  they  should 
be  by  the  length  of  your  hackle,  and  the  distance 
intervening  between  its  point  of  attachment  and 
the  extreme  end  of  the  hook,  remembering  that 
you  must  leave  a  httle  of  the  hook  at  the  head 
uncovered  (about  one-sixth  of  the  whole  length 
of  the  straight  part  of  the  shank).  In  winding 
on  the  hackle,  you  must  be  particularly  careful 
not  to  allow  one  pass  of  the  feather  to  rumple  or 
overlap  any  portion  of  another  ;  the  fibres  should 
inchne  outwards  and  a  httle  downwards,  towards 
the  tail  of  the  fiy ;  and  to  obtain  the  proper 
direction  of  the  fibres  and  prevent  any  overlaying 
of  the  turns  of  the  feather,  you  may,  by  a  half- 
twist  of  the  stalk  of  the  feather  between  your 
right  fore-finger  and  thumb,  cause  each  successive 
layer  of  feather  to  he  smoothly  up  over  the  pre^ 
ceding  one,  which  wiH  keep  also  the  fibres  out  of 
your  way,  and  allow  you  to  see  the  precise  position 
of  the  midrib  or  stalk  of  the  hackle.  Having 
now  wound  on  aU  the  feather  you  intend,  and 
having  brought  the  last  turn  near  the  free  ex- 
tremity of  the  shank  of  the  hook,  you  may  tale 
the  remaining  bare  stalk  between  the  middle  or 
ring  finger  and  compress  it  between  its  extremity 
and  the  first  joint  of  the  thumb,  to  prevent  its 
becoming  loose,  and  you  must  firmly  hold  and 
draw  upon  this,  as  the  midrib  of  the  feather  is 
very  stiff,  and  tends  speedily  to  unwind  itself 
when  coiled  up.  If  tweezers  are  at  hand,  you 
may  attach  them  to  the  end  of  the  root  of  the 
feather,  or  if  not,  you  must  proceed  to  fasten  off 
the  end,  and  form  the  head  of  the  fly,  which  is 
done  by  taking  the  silk  you  left  between  the  hook 
and  the  gut  and  winding  it  in  the  one  same  direc- 
tion around  the  end  of  the  hook  and  the  stalk  of 
the  feather  ;  having  by  three  or  four  turns  sphced 
the  end  of  the  feather  to  the  shanlt  of  the  hook,  you 
now,  keeping  the  silk  tense  with  the  fingers  of 
your  left  hand  pressing  on  the  palm,  smooth  down 
all  the  prominent  fibres  of  the  hackle,  and  include 
all  evenly  in  your  grasp  between  the  thumb  and 
fore-finger  of  the  left  hand,  and  this  being 
arranged  smoothly,  you  take  again  the  silk,  and, 
after  bestowing  a  little  more  wax  close  to  the 
attachment,  make  several  half-hitches,  which  are 
simply  formed  by  passing  the  silk  around  the 
hook  loosely,  so  as  to  form  a  bow,  through  which 
you  shp  the  end  of  the  silk  and  draw  it  tight ; 
or  instead  of  ending  and  forming  your  head  by 
half-hitches,  you  may  lay  the  end  of  the  silk 
upwards  over  the  hackle,  and  grasp  it  with  the 
hackle,  and  then  taking  the  silk  at  a  short  dis- 
tance from  its  attachment,  splice  the  root  of  the 
feather  to  the  end  of  the  silk  (now  doubled  back) 
and  the  gut  altogether — five  or  six  turns  will 
suffice,  when,  by  drawing  upon  the  end  of  the 
silk  which  you  find  passing  through  the  splicing 
you  have  made,  you  can  pull  all  the  loop  you  left 
tight,  and  cut  the  silk  off  close  to  where  it  appears 
from  beneath  the  turns  below  it.  The  fly  is  now 
complete,  and  you  have  only  to  overlook  it,  and 
arrange  any  irregularity  in  the  position  of  the 
fibres  of  the  hackle  or  the  fur  forming  the  body 
of  the  fiy.  I  may  here  mention  a  mode  of  par- 
tially curhng  the  hackle,  by  which  we  secure  it  a 
more  precise  regularity  and  order  of  lying :  it  is 
thus  done — first,  you  take  the  fly  in  the  left  hand 
and  hold  it  by  the  hook,  having  the  bend  in- 
chning  downwards  ;  you  now,  with  a  pin  or  pen- 
knife, divide  the  fibres  of  the  feather  on  either 
side,  and  press  the  fly  between  the  fingers  so  as 
to  make  the  feathers  he  in  the  direction  now  given 
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them,  that  is,  one  half  standing  up  and  the  other 
downwards,  in  the  direction  of  the  bend  of  the 
hook  ;  now,  by  stroking  these  fibres  between  the 
thumb  and  the  edge  of  a  penknife  held  obliquely 
towards  them,  and  commencing  from  close  to  the 
roots,  we  shall  give  them  a  curve  which  sets  off  a 
fly,  gives  it  a  moi-e  finished  appearance,  and  so 
divides  the  fibres  of  the  hackle  as  to  assume  the 
direction  of  the  wings  and  legs  of  a  natural  fly, 
the  uppermost  representing  the  wings  and  the 
lower  ones  the  legs.  Whether  this  is  of  any 
practical  advantage,  I  leave  the  reader  to  judge, 
merely  stating  that  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is,  so 
far  as  the  representation  of  the  natural  fly  is  con- 
cerned ;  but  by  placing  the  fibres  so  as  to  main- 
tain only  two  directions,  I  think  it  gives  them 
greater  firmness  to  resist  the  action  of  rapid  cur- 
rent washing  upon  them,  than  when  they  are  per- 
mitted to  stand  out  in  a  circle  around  the  hook. 

[To  he  continued.) 


WINTEE  GEAYLING  FISHING  ON 
THE  EDEN. 


Dttring  the  month  of  December  last,  having  a 
couple  of  days  at  liberty,  I  caught  the  Scotch 
express  at  Leeds  and  journeyed  to  Appleby,  and 
thence  to  the  Uttle  village  of  Temple  Sowerby, 
where  I  put  up  at  the  King's  Arms,  most  comfort- 
able of  angling  inns.  There  was  a  hard  frost,  and 
on  inquiry  I  heard  that  the  river  was  clear  but  not 
at  dead  level.  When  I  looked  out  the  stars  were 
twinkUng  brightly  in  a  clear,  frosty  sky,  and  alto- 
gether things  looked  well  for  the  morrow.  I 
intended  next  morning  to  drive  up  to  the  top  of 
the  water  and  fish  down,  and  at  7.30  we  were 
bowling  along  the  country  road,  which  was  as 
hard  as  iron.  The  air  was  keen  and  invigorating. 
To  our  left  lay  Cross  Fell,  its  lofty  summits  white 
with  snow,  and  the  sun  just  rising  shone  hke  a  ball 
of  fire  over  the  tops  of  the  silvered  trees. 
•  When  I  reached  the  river  I  saw  at  once  that 
there  was  about  a  foot  more  water  in  than  I  cared 
for,  but  it  was  not  snow  water ;  it  was  clear  as 
crystal,  and  lacked  that  green  tint  suggestive  of 
"broth,"  as  we  term  it  in  the  North.  The  first 
stream  yielded  me  a  couple  of  nice  grayling  about 
|lb.  each,  and  the  next  one  a  brace  of  pounders,  so 
I  began  to  be  on  good  terms  with  myself,  and  then 
happened  what  is  frequently  the  case  in  grayling 
fishing,  not  another  bite  could  I  get.  The  only 
thing  under  such  circumstances  is  to  stick  to  your 
work,  for  you  never  know  when  the  fish  will  come 
on  again.  In  my  case  it  was  a  couple  of  hours 
before  I  saw  another  grayhng,  although  I  caught 
about  a  dozen  trout  and  salmon  smolt,  which  of 
course  were  duly  returned.  Below  an  island  I 
came  to  a  long  "swim,"  which  was  undeniably 
grayling  water  of  the  most  superlative  quality. 
At  the  far  side  was  a  row  of  willows,  and  a  nice 
bit  of  slack  water  ran  under  them,  but  between  me 
and  that  coveted  spot  there  was  a  deep,  strong 
stream.  On  such  rivers  as  the  Eden  I  always  wear 
wading  trousers,  so  I  determined  to  make  a  desperate 
eSort  to  get  across,  and  after  several  attempts  I 
succeeded.  Great  was  my  reward,  for  out  of  that 
one  swim  I  killed  eight  good  fish.  It  was  a  work 
of  art  to  land  them,  however,  for  as  soon  as  they 
were  hooked  they  made  for  the  strong  water  and 
fought  hard.  I  was  wading  to  my  utmost  depth, 
and  therefore  could  not  follow  them,  so  my  only 
alternative  was  to  let  them  have  line  and  wind 
them  up  as  best  I  could.  I  lost  four  others  in 
tddition  to  \(hat  I  got.  From  that  time  until  dark 
they  kept  me  busy,  and  in  the  end  I  finished  up 
with  thirty  fish  weighing  16^1b.  The  largest 
grayling  that  I  have  seen  caught  on  the  Eden 
weighed  l|lb.,  and  that  was  caught  by  a  native, 
but  last  year  I  am  told  one  was  caught  in  September 
weighing  2Jlb.  On  one  or  two  occasions  I  have 
hooked  fish  but  not  landed  them  which  must, 
judging  by  their  play,  have  weighed  21b.  or  over, 
but  the  larger  specimens  are  not  nearly  such 
handsome  fish  as  the  smaller  ones — namsly,  ilb. 
to  fib. 

One  of  the  most  convenient  stations  on  the  Eden 
for  grayling  fishing  is  Appleby,  to  and  from  which 
there  is  a  good  service  of  express  trains  on  the 
Settle  and  CarUsle  Railway. 

By  staying  at  the  Tufton  Arms  permission  may 
be  obtained  to  fish  about  ten  miles  of  good  water. 
This  hotel  is  now  under  new  management,  and  I 
am  quite  sure  that  the  j^roprietor,   Mr,  John 


Halifax,  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  make  anglers 
comfortable,  and  the  tariff  is  very  moderate. 
Formerly  during  the  winter  months  the  hotels  on 
the  banks  of  the  Eden  never  saw  an  angler  ;  but  at 
all  events  the  advent  of  Salmo  thymallus  has 
benefited  the  innkeepers,  and  they  ought  to  look 
upon  him  as  a  benefactor. 

I  may  say  that  during  September  and  October 
the  fly  fishing  for  grayling  was  first-rate,  the  best 
killers  being  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Waterhen  with 
quill  body.  Pale  Autumn  Dun,  Poult  Bloa,  Dark 
Needle,  and  Applegreen  Dun.  Halcyon, 


THE  SEVERN. 
IMPORTANT  FISHERY  CASE, 

Robert  Gardner,  Richard  Thompson,  and 
Edward  Birchley,  Worcester,  were  summoned  for 
attempting  to  take  fish  in  private  water,  namely, 
the  river  Severn,  the  fishing  rights  having  been 
leased  to  the  Kempsey  and  Severn  Stoke  Angling 
Association.  Mr.  Dobbs,  solicitor,  Worcester,  ap- 
peared for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr.  A.  Beauchamp 
for  the  defence.  Mr.  Dobbs,  in  opening  the  case, 
said  it  was  not  brought  in  a  vindictive  spirit,  but 
to  warn  the  defendants  and  public  generally  that 
they  had  no  right  to  fish  in  that  particular  stretch 
of  water.  "  It  was  afterwards  explained  that  this 
referred  only  to  fisliing  from  the  bank,  and  did  not 
apply  to  angling  from  a  boat."  He  alleged  that 
Gardner  and  Birchley  attempted  to  catch  fish  in 
the  Storehouse  Meadow,  and  Birchley  a  little  lower 
down  under  the  Severn  bank  cover.  The  Earl  of 
Coventry,  as  riparian  owner,  had  the  right  of  fishing 
from  the  banks  adjoining  the  river,  and  had  trans- 
ferred his  rights  to  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  of  the  Severn 
Stoke  and  Kempsey  Association,  by  lease.  He 
should  contend  that  though  defendants  acted  inno- 
cently perhaps  at  the  outset,  they  persisted  after 
learning  it  was  private  water. 

The  question  might  arise  as  to  a  tidal  and  navigable 
river.  Everyone  had  a  right  of  fishing  in  a  tidal 
river,  but  in  the  case  of  a  navigable  but  non-tidal 
river  the  right  was  not  so  defined.  In  the  case  in 
question  Earl  Coventry's  rights  were  not  disputed, 
and  the  action  was  brought  to  show  that  outsiders, 
other  than  members  of  the  association,  were  not  at 
liberty  to  fish  from  the  bank.  It  had  been  decided 
in  the  High  Court  that  the  Severn  was  not  con- 
sidered tidal  above  Tewkesbury.  Mr.  John  Hill, 
who  has  been  steward  to  Earl  Coventry  for  thirty- 
four  years,  was  sworn,  and  examined  by  Mr.  Dobbs 
said  the  places  referred  to  were  both  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  Earl  Coventry  himself.  For  thirty-four 
years  he  had  either  received  or  been  present  during 
the  receipt  of  the  rents  for  Earl  Coventry's  land 
adjacent  to  the  river.  He  witnessed  the  signature 
to  the  lease  granted  to  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  granting  the 
association  fishing  rights  from  the  Old  Oak  Inn  at 
Kempsey  to  the  top  of  Fish  Meadow,  Upton-on- 
Severn.  Mr.  A.  Beauchamp  objected  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  lease  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
improperly  stamped.  Mr.  Dobbs  quoted  cases  to 
show  that  this  was  immaterial  in  criminal  cases, 
though  necessary  in  civil  ones.  The  magistrates 
and  their  clerk  inspected  the  lease,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  sufficiently  stamped.  Mr. 
Beauchamp  :  As  regards  amoimt  possibly  ;  but  it  is 
merely  an  adhesive  stamp,  not  an  impressed  one. 

The  validity  of  the  lease  was  essential  to  the 
case;  without  it  Mr.  Douglas  possessed  no  rights, 
and  could  not  prosecute  for  infringement.  Without 
it  he  would  have  to  prove  his  rights,  which  could 
only  be  conferred  by  deed  and  not  by  memorandum 
or  indenture.  Sir  C.  Johnson  read  Section  14  of 
the  Stamp  Act  of  1891,  which  allowed  an  imper- 
fectly stamped  document  to  be  admitted  in  a 
criminal  case.  The  Bench  decided  against  Mr. 
Beauchamp.  Mr.  Hill,  cross-examined  by  Mr. 
Beauchamp,  said  the  whole  of  the  land  between  the 
Old  Oak  and  the  top  of  Fish  Meadow  was  not  in 
Earl  Coventry's  own  occupation,  portions  being 
let  to  his  tenants  on  the  usual  agreements.  The 
right  of  fishing  on  the  farms  was  reserved,  but  not  on 
the  river.  The  tenants  had  no  right  conferred  on  them 
to  fish  from  their  farms ;  but  Earl  Coventry  was  in 
occupation  of  the  places  where  the  alleged  offences 
were  committed  ;  they  were  not  let  witli  farms  or  to 
anyone  but  the  association.  He  had  known  the 
river  for  thirty-four  years  ;  it  was  non-tidal  there, 
but  navigable.  Mr.  Albert  Douglas,  of  the  Talbot, 
Kempsey,  examined  by  Mr.  Dobbs,  said  he  signed 
the  lease,  and  under  it  claimed  for  his  association 
the  right  of  fishing  at  the  places  referred  to.  He 
had  not  given  defendants  any  permission  to  fish 
there.  By  Mr.  Beauchamp  :  The  matter  was 
brought  to  his  notice  a  day  or  two  afterwards. 
The  delay  in  issuing  a  summons  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  did  not  know  the  defeadants' 
addresses.  By  Mr.  Dobbs  :  Instructions  were  given 
to  their  soHcitor  last  October  to  take  proceedings. 


but  they  were  unable  to  discover  where  defendants 
lived.  Herbert  Osborne,  leathor-parer.  Corn  Market, 
Worcester,  on  whose  information  the  proceedings 
were  taken,  said  that  on  Oct.  12  ho  was  fishing  at 
Severn  Stoke  as  a  member  of  the  association,  and 
saw  defendants  there.  By  Canon  Coventry  :  They 
were  on  the  bank  when  he  saw  them.  By  Mr.  Dobbs  : 
Birchley  asked  him  where  the  permits  could  be  had, 
and  he  told  him  up  at  the  hotel  in  the  village. 
Birchley  asked  witness  if  he  were  a  member  of  the 
association,  and  was  told  "yes."  Birchley  and  the 
others  were  angling  with  rod  and  line,  and  were 
attempt  ng  to  take  fish.  Their  lines  were  in  the 
water.  Witness  only  spoke  to  them  casually,  and 
did  not  think  the  others  heard  the  conversation 
with  Birchley.  By  Mr.  Beauchamp :  He  was 
angling  himself,  and  was  sure  the  conversation  took 
place  as  described.  The  others  could  not  hear.  He 
had  known  defendants  for  some  years.  He  gave 
them  no  warning  as  to  having  no  right  to  fish  there. 
He  knew  the  men  but  not  their  addresses.  He 
could  give  no  reason  for  the  delay  of  three  months 
in  taking  out  the  summons  beyond  that.  He  gave 
information  the  following  day  to  a  member  of  the 
committee,  and  asked  why  they  could  come  down 
free  and  members  have  to  pay.  He  did  not  know 
defendants  had  apologised.  He  might  have  found 
them  sooner  if  he  had  looked  for  them. 

Mr.  Douglas,  recalled,  was  asked  by  Mr.  Beau- 
champ if  a  letter  of  apology  was  received  by  the 
committee  from  defendants  saying  they  were 
unaware  they  were  fishing  where  they  had  no  right, 
and  said  such  a  letter  was  received,  but  a  long  time 
afterwards.  Mr.  Dobbs  said  that  concluded  the 
case.  Mr.  Beauchamp,  for  the  defence,  said  his 
clients  had  fished  for  years  in  the  Worcester  district 
without  being  interfered  with,  and  on  this  occasion 
they  had  no  idea  they  were  doing  wrong.  Birchley 
would  completely  deny  the  conversation  with 
Osborne,  who  ought  to  have  warned  them  if  he 
knew  they  were  fishing  where  they  had  no  business 
to  be.  They  had  been  fishing  from  a  boat,  but  got 
on  the  bank  for  a  time.  There  were  no  placards  or 
notice  boards  to  warn  people.  He  quoted  from 
Mr.  Willis  Bund's  book  as  to  "unlawfully"  taking 
fish  where  a  person  had  a  hond  fide  belief  that  he 
was  entitled  to  fish.  He  would  not  go  into  the 
tidal  question,  but  confine  himself  to  fishing  in  an 
ancient  navigable  river — navigable  not  merely  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  but  from  earliest  historical 
times.  The  rights  of  the  public  as  to  fishing  in  an 
ancient  navigable  river  had,  strangely  enough,  never 
been  tested  in  the  law  courts,  but  the  right  had  been 
regularly  exercised.  Mr.  Willis  Bund  in  his  book 
on  fishery  laws  had  drawn  attention  to  the  fact 
thet  this  question  of  fishing  above  the  tideway  had 
never  been  definitely  fought  out  He  quoted  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Justice  Cockburn  in  the  case  of 
Murphy  and  Ryan,  which  was  favourable  to  the 
public  generally,  but  the  question  had  never  been 
fought  out  on  appeal.  Defendants  thought  they 
had  a  right  to  be  there,  as  members  of  the  general 
public  who  had  never  been  prevented  fishing  in  an 
ancient  navigable  river.  If  they  were  wrong,  they 
were  not  defiant ;  the  conversation,  if  it  occurred, 
which  they  denied,  was  not  important.  When  thej' 
discovered  they  had  fished  in  another  club's  watar 
they  wrote  before  proceedings  were  taken  and 
apologised.  They  acted  in  a  bond  fide  manner,  and 
had  no  intention  of  committing  an  offence.  Mr. 
Dobbs  said  they  had  no  desire  for  a  severe  penalty, 
but  only  brought  the  action  to  establish  the  club's 
rights,  and  to  prevent  other  clubs  fishing  their 
water.  As  regards  the  notices,  Mr.  Hill  explained 
that  they  had  been  printed  and  pasted  on  the 
various  gateposts.  The  Bench  decided  to  dismiss 
the  case.  The  defendants  were  fishing  where  they 
had  no  right  to  do  so,  but  when  they  discovered 
their  error  they  apologised,  and  they  did  not  see 
any  need  for  the  action  to  have  been  brought. 
They  advised  the  association  to  put  up  proper 
notice  boards,  and  Mr.  Dobbs  promised  to  see  the 
recommendation  carried  out.  The  case  created 
considerable  interest,  the  eourt  being  filled  with 
persons  interested  in  fishing  matters,  not  only  from 
Upton,  but  Worcester  and  elsewhere.  G.  P. 


NORTHERN  FISHERY  BOARDS. 


Tees. 

The  Tees  Fishery  Board  held  their  annual  meeting 
at  Darlington  on  Friday  (Jan.  30),  the  Right  Hon. 
James  Lowther,  M.P.,  who  was  unanimously  re- 
elected chairman  for  the  ensuing  year,  presiding. 

Mr.  Smith,  deputy  secretary,  presented  the  ac- 
counts for  the  year,  showing,  including  a  balance 
brought  forward  of  £528  los.  7d.,  an  income  of 
£1382  93.  5d.  After  meeting  expenditure,  £817  Os.  2d. 
was  carried  forward. 

A  report  of  the  finance  and  watch  committee 
stated  that  a  letter  miking  a  proposal  on  the  part 
c.f  Lord  Barnard  and  Lord  Strathmore  to  pjiy  half 
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the  cost  of  a  water  bailiff  had  been  received  and 
approved.  The  secretary  was  authorised  to  pur- 
chase 1000  additional  yearling  trout,  which,  with 
those  already  obtained,  numbered  4000. 

The  chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  remarked  favoiu-ably  upon  the  propositions 
of  Lord  Barnard  and  Lord  Strathmore  as  a  matter 
of  co-operation  with  the  Board.  The  Board  had 
extra  watchers  for  four  months  in  the  year,  but  the 
proposal  of  these  two  proprietors  extended  over  the 
whole  year,  and  would  make  a  comparatively  small 
demand  on  the  resources  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Feetham  seconded  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Pease  inquired  what  had  been  done  to 
promote  hatcheries  for  fish  on  the  Tees.  The  chair- 
man replied  that  they  had  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  inasmuch  as  the  capital  amount 
received  from  the  Water  Board  was  in  the  hands  of 
trustees,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  needed  to  be 
satisfied  that  any  expenditure  from  it  was  per- 
manently beneficial  to  the  fishery.  The  matter  was 
actually  standing  over  for  the  present.  Mr.  A.  F. 
Pease  remarked  that  he  had  seen  fish  hatcheries  on 
the  Continent  which  were  simple  and  of  small  cost. 
The  chairman  said  that  the  result  of  the  Board  of  • 
Trade  inspection  was  that  they  did  not  see  their 
way  to  arrange  for  the  expenditure.  Mr.  Coleby 
thought  it  might  be  carried  out  for  about  £150. 
In  the  course  of  the  discussion  it  was  stated  that 
the  estimate  of  the  cost  had  been  about  £700. 
The  matter  ultimately  dropped. 

Mr.  Helmer  suggested  that  the  watcher  should 
inquire  from  fishermen  the  results  of  the  putting  of 
trout  fry  into  the  river.  Last  year  trout  decreased, 
and  this  in  the  water  where  it  was  preserved  and 
not  much  fished.  They  wanted  to  know  what 
became  of  the  fish  which  were  put  in.  Mr.  Morton 
expressed  the  view  that  the  trout  fishing  improved 
in  the  lower  reaches.  Mr.  Coleby  thought  they 
were  not  putting  in  enough  trout  fry.  It  was 
decided  that  the  watcher  make  inquiry  as  asked  for 
by  Mr.  Helmer. 

EsK  (Yorkshire). 

The  Esk  Board  held  their  annual  meeting  last 
Saturday,  Jan.  31,  at  Whitby.  There  was  a  good 
attendance  of  members,  over  which  Col.  J.  W. 
Richardson  presided.  They  commenced  the 
new  year  with  a  credit  balance  of  £308  Is.  7d. 
The  salmon  rod  licences  had  amounted  to  £51, 
the  salmon  net  licences  to  £118,  and  the  trout  rod 
licences  to  £44  lis.,  and  the  bank  interest  to 
£4  15s.  9d.,  thus  making  a  total  of  £526  8s.  4d. 
The  expenditure  during  the  year  had  amounted  to 
£240  Is.  Id.,  and  the  Board  were  left  with  a  credit 
balance  of  £286  7s.  3d.  The  report  was  unani- 
mously adopted.  The  report  as  to  the  dead  fish 
taken  from  the  river  was  submitted  by  Mr.  W. 
Brown,  the  clerk,  and  this  showed  that  the  average 
weight  of  dead  salmon  taken  by  the  water  bailiffs 
during  1902  was  9.5251b.,  salmon  trout  5.243ib., 
and  bull  trout  9.6861b.  The  total  number  of  fish 
taken  from  the  river  was  142,  and  in  all  they 
weighed  9811b.  The  report  was  unanimously 
approved  of  and  adopted.  Colonel  J.  W.  Richard- 
son, J. P.,  was  reappointed  chairman  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  the  vice-chairman  and  committee  were 
re-elected.  John  E.  Milleb. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


A  FISHING  TRIP  IN  AUSTRALIA. 


It  was  after  one  of  those  pyrotechnic  displays, 
"the  destruction  of  Pompeii,"  by  Pain,  than  which 
no  finer  al  fresco  entertainment  was  ever  witnessed 
in  that  climate  in  which  the  people  of  all  grades 
can,  and  do,  enjoy  out  of  door,  that  I  received  an 
invitation  to  form  one  of  a  small  party  for  a  three 
days'  trip  to  the  seaside  for  fishing  and,  if  to  be 
had,  shooting  as  well. 

There  were  three  of  us  only :  the  genial  director 
of  the  exhibition  referred  to,  his  active  and 
humorously-disposed  manager,  and  myself.  Western 
Port  was  chosen  by  preference.  We  started  on  a 
Saturday  morning  by  rail  from  Melbourne,  and 
after  a  run  of  about  thirty-five  miles,  during  which 
we  enjoyed  a  fine  view  of  Port  Phillip  Bay  all  the 
way  down,  we  arrived  at  Hastings,  a  small  hamlet 
opposite  French  Island,  which  is  situated  in  the 
centre  of  Western  Port  Bay,  and  enjoys  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  a  splendid  sanatorium,  within  easy 
reach  of  the  mainland  by  steamer,  and  well  pro- 
vided with  cheap  and  good  accommodation  withal. 

We  were  well  suppUed  with  lines  and  hooks,  and 
for  bait  we  had  squid — cuttle-fish  it  looked  to  me — 
which  proved  very  tempting  to  the  fish  such  as  we 
met  with.  We  found  ourselves  quite  at  home  in  as 
comfortable  a  hotel  as  one  could  desire,  not  pre- 
tentious but  compact,  homely  and  well  provided. 

After  the  necessary  refreshment,  and  with  a 


goodly  stock  of  provisions,  liquid  and  solid,  for  the 
day,  we  engaged  one  of  the  fishing  boats  of  the 
station.  The  owner  and  his  son  accompanied  us, 
and  of  the  former  I  can  say  that  a  more  taciturn, 
disagreeable  looking  member  of  the  fishing  com- 
munity could  hardly  be  found ;  he  was  dubbed 
Cerberus  by  common  consent.  All  the  same,  he 
brought  us  to  a  place  where  he  uttered  the  words 
"sand  mullet"  and  came  to  anchor.  We  were 
soon  at  work  hauling  in  lines  well  furnished  at  the 
ends  with  excellent  specimens  of  fish  averaging  in 
size  the  English  mackerel,  and  there  was  really 
enjoyable  sport  for  about  three  hours  (one  never 
takes  note  of  time  under  such  circumstances),  when 
there  was  a  sudden  change  in  the  programme. 

There  was  not  a  bite  for  an  interval  of  nearly 
an  hour,  then,  presto !  there  was  a  pull  at  one  of 
our  lines,  and  in  a  second  another  line  was  occupied 
and  we  were  at  work. 

"Big  ones  this  time,"  sung  out  our  facetious 
friend  ;  but  there  was  a  grin  on  the  face  of  Cerberus 
which  looked  ominous. 

"Here's  a  champion,"  sung  out  some  one,  and 
soon  we  had  two  fine-looking  fish  on  the  deck 
snapping  like  anything  —  young  sharks  varying 
from  two  feet  to  two-and-a-half  feet  in  length. 
And  so  it  went  on  for  Iialf-an-hour,  until  we  thought 
it  wise  to  shift  to  new  ground ;  but  they  followed 
us.  It  was  quite  clear  why  the  other  fish  did  not 
stay  ;  the  young  sea  tigers  had  driven  them  off, 
and  doubtless  chased  them.  At  first  we  simply 
stunned  the  pests,  and  threw  them  overboard  after 
getting  our  hooks  out  of  their  jaws  ;  but  the  shark 
is  tenacious  of  life  and  doubtless  came  to  quickly, 
and  continued  to  take  the  tempting  bait.  Then  I 
tried  a  method  which  proved  successful.  Having 
known  that  sharks  prey  on  each  other  if  wounded, 
I  drew  a  sharp  knife  once  across  the  back,  and 
taking  them  by  the  tail  flung  them  well  away  from 
the  boat  and  we  had  no  further  trouble.  We  shifted 
once  more,  and  caught  abundance  of  fish  of  different 
kinds,  sand  mullet  being  the  most  plentiful,  how- 
ever. 

We  had  intervals  for  enjoying  the  good  things 
provided.  I  asked  the  silent  skipper  to  cook  us 
some  fish  on  board  :  not  he — not  that  he  refused, 
but  simply  looked  over  the  side.  Later  on  we 
found  the  explanation.  We  did  not  stipulate  to 
take  away  any  of  the  fish  which  we  might  catch, 
and,  although  well  paid,  the  grasping  old  hand  took 
the  additional  toll  as  coolly  as  if  it  had  come  to 
him  in  the  ordinary  way  of  his  calling.  Our 
humorous  friend  the  manager  rather  enjoyed  the 
notion  of  our  being  unable  to  taste  the  fruits  of  our 
work.  When  we  got  on  shore  I  took  a  dozen  of  the 
best,  however,  and  presented  them  to  the  hostess, 
who  gave  the  skipper  a  "nobbier"  to  keep  him 
from  grumbling. 

We  took  our  ease  in  our  comfortable  quarters, 
enjoying  the  sweets  of  doing  nothing  in  that  quiet 
hostelry  beside  the  waters,  so  near,  by  distance, 
from  that  busy  city  of  Melbourne,  and  yet  so  far  as 
regards  association  and  contrast.  Happy  people 
should  they  be  with  such  places  within  easy  reach 
of  their  great  city  and  its  growing  population. 

From  experience  I  may  mention  that  the 
Australian  waters  are  teeming  with  fish,  and  regret 
to  say  on  the  other  hand  that  there  is  no  such  tiling 
as  cheap  fish  to  be  had  in  the  cities  and  towns,  and 
that  the  words  "monopoly  "  and  "rings  "  are  only 
too  well  known  there. 

The  cod  and  herring  are  absent  around  the  coast, 
but  the  cod  is  to  be  found  as  a  freshwater  fish  in  the 
river  Murray,  where  it  grows  to  a  great  size.  At- 
tempts are  being  made  to  introduce  the  herring, 
let  us  hope  with  success. 

The  following  day  being  Sunday,  we  walked 
around  the  place  and  had  a  view  of  some  of  those 
splendid  orchards  for  which  that  district  (Morn- 
ington)  is  noted.  Our  friend  the  manager  tried 
liis  hand  at  the  gun,  and  after  much  waste  of 
powder  managed  to  knock  over  a  peaceful  wallaby, 
which  he  carried  over  his  shoulder  in  triumph, 
forgetful  of  the  stream  of  blood  which  decorated 
his  hinder  garments  in  a  manner  which  afforded  us 
much  merriment,  the  good  soul  all  the  time  joining 
in  the  fun,  unconscious  of  the  cause. 

We  got  back  to  Melbourne  and  to  busy  life  again 
on  the  Monday,  all  the  better  for  our  trip  as  regards 
health,  but  at  the  same  time  with  a  regretful  feeling 
of  having  bid  farewell  to  that  quiet  retreat  and  its 
attractions.  Yabbaville. 


Not  to  be  Baffled. — Mrs.  Bangs :  So  that  pretty 
widow  is  really  married  so  soon  again,  eh  ?  Old 
Bangs  :  You  bet  1  Mrs.  Bangs  ;  But  her  late  hus- 
band's will  expressly  stipulated  that  if  she  took  a 
second  husband  her  legacy  was  to  revert  to  his  most 
distant  relative.  Old  Bangs  :  That's  where  she  was 
foxy.  She  hunted  up  the  relative  and  married  him. 
—The  Smart  Set. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebai  Remaeks. — The  river  is  in 
excellent  order,  but  very  few  anglers  have  been  out 
during  the  week.  Those,  however,  who  tried  the 
roach  and  chub  were  fairly  successful,  though  the 
latter  part  of  the  week  proved  better  than  the 
earlier.  The  control  of  the  Thames  by  a  new  board 
is  now  being  much  discussed.  The  Henley  and 
District  Fishery  Preservation  Association  has  unani- 
mously passed  the  following  resolution,  which  has 
been  sent  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  : — ■ 
"  '  That  in  view  of  the  large  amount  of  public  money 
spent  on  Thames  fisheries,  and  of  the  importance  of 
the  Thames  as  an  anghng  river  to  the  public,  this 
association  should  be  given  power  to  nominate  a 
special  Conservator  to  represent  fishery  interests, 
and  who  would  be  able  to  give  the  Conservancy 
practical  advice  on  fishery  matters,  and  assist  in 
laying  the  views  of  the  fishery  associations  before 
the  Board  of  Conservators.  This  association  is 
strongly  prompted  to  this  action  in  consideration  of 
the  facts  that  it  has  been  in  active  existence  over 
twenty  years,  doing  a  great  amount  of  useful  work, 
and  during  that  period  has  spent  upwards  of 
£1,500  of  public  money  on  the  preservation  of  the 
fisheries  under  its  observation ;  and  further,  that 
in  view  of  the  constant  and  steady  increase  of  the 
sport  of  angling  in  the  Thames,  it  has  become 
yearly  more  necessary  to  strengthen  the  position  of 
those  who  have  the  preservation  of  the  fisheries  at 
heart,  in  order  to  maintain  them  at  a  high  standard 
of  excellence.'  Your  memorialists  therefore  humbly 
pray  that  in  any  Bill  to  be  presented  to  Parliament 
dealing  with  the  Thames  Conservancy,  provision 
may  be  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  member,  or 
members,  to  assist  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
Board  on  the  lines  indicated. — Signed  on  be- 
half of  the  Henley-on-Thames  and  District 
Fishery  Preservation  Association,  Jan.  31,  A. 
Edward  Hobbs,  Honorary  Secretary,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Charles  Clements  (Mayor),  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  the  Borough  of  Henley-on-Thames." 
On  Wednesday  the  Central  Association  of  London 
Anglers  also  passed  a  resolution  upon  the  subject  in 
the  following  form: — "  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting  of  delegates  of  the  Central  Association  of 
London  Angling  Clubs,  the  interests  of  anglers 
should  be  directly  represented  on  any  board  or  other 
body  to  bo  constituted  under  the  proposed  scheme 
for  the  betterment  of  the  Port  of  London  and  the 
general  government  of  the  river  Thames."  Every 
Thames  angler  will  approve  of  the  action  of  these 
two  bodies,  as  the  rights  and  privileges  of  anglers 
on  the  Thames  have  been  badly  neglected  in  the 
past. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley).  —  Sport   has  been  quiet  here 

during  the  past  fortnight,  the  water  being  out  of 
condition  during  most  of  the  time,  and  the  rough 
winds  being  against  the  angler.  On  some  days  fairly 
good  sport  has  been  had  with  the  jack,  roach,  and 
perch.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  water  is 
cleaning,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  good 
sport  being  had  during  the  coming  week  if 
wo  do  not  get  a  lot  more  rain  and  a  little 
less  wind.  Mr.  J.  W.  Read,  fishing  with  G.  Smith 
on  Jan.  22  had  a  take  of  perch  weighing  about 
301b.  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  five  jack  (best  fish  61b.; 
and  some  perch  ;  Messrs.  R.  and  E.  Escombe,  fLsh- 
ing  here  for  three  days  with  G.  Arlett,  have  been 
having  some  good  sport  with  the  jack,  taking  fish 
up  to  61b.  On  Jan.  24,  Mr.  Hawes,  fishing  with  W. 
Vaughan  in  the  Loddon  waters,  took  four  jack, 
weighing  221b.  On  Jan.  25,  Mr.  Hendon  and  friend, 
fishing  with  G.  Vaughan,  took  eleven  jack,  weighing 
261b.  Local  anglers  have  taken  jack  up  to  111b., 
aSH'another  has  taken  some  good  roach.  All  the 
bankers  I  met  on  Jan.  25  had  roach.  Some  had 
bags  up  to  121b.,  Mr.  J.  White  taking  301b.  in  two 
days'  fishing. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Teddington  Weir). — River  rather  thick, 

but  will  be  all  right  for  Feb.  7  and  8.  Still,  the  fish 
are  feeding  well.  The  punts  are  getting  from  ten 
to  twelve  dozen  dace  per  day.  One  day,  with  Mr. 
Kidd,  I  got  five  jack  and  two  brace  of  perch  ;  also, 
fishing  with  Messrs.  Percy  Curtis  and  John  James, 
I  got  a  jack  of  5JIb.,  and  whilst  landing  it  a  seagull 
took  the  bait  on  the  other  rod  (a  large  dace  on 
snap),  and  we  landed  the  two  ;  it  was  only  lightly 
hooked  in  the  beak. — Walteb  McBeide. 

Anckolme  District. — The  trout  fishing  season 
has  nominally  begun,  and  the  licences  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  accredited  agents.  Those  for  this 
district  are  Mr.  Tillett,  Market  Rasen,  Mr.  Waterloo 
Brigg  and  T.  Ford,  Caistor.  The  Market  Rasen 
Trout  Club  is  very  flourisliing,  and  they  have  been 
restocking  the  Rase  this  week  with  three  hundred 
fine  yearling  fario  of  four  to  six  inches,  and  the 
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ponds  at  Willingham  with  three  hundred  similar 
rainbows.  Application  for  membership  should  be 
made  to  Mr.  Tillett,  Market  Rasen.  Not  much  is 
doing  amongst  the  coarse  fish,  but  the  waters  are  in 
prime  order  both  for  roach  and  pike.  A  few  have 
been  out  with  the  spoon  and  live  bait.  The  Com- 
missioners are  still  restocking  the  river,  which  now 
contains  some  large  fish. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  —  Since  last 
report,  the  roach  having  been  well  on  the  feed, 
several  decent  fish  have  been  had.  Those  fishing 
for  bait  have  been  well  rewarded  some  parts  of  the 
day,  when  the  wind  was  not  troublesome.  The 
river  still  running  with  a  good  volume  of  water, 
and  in  splendid  trim  and  colour  for  pike  fishing. 
Some  good  bags  have  been  secured,  from  3Jlb.  to 
51b.  a  fish.  Spinning  with  the  sprat  or  the  spoon 
is  very  useful  on  this  river,  it  being  clean  at  the 
present.  Live  baits  at  this  ppot  at  times  are  scarce; 
visitors  better  give  me  a  line  to  be  sure. — John  O. 
Georgk,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  pinkey  fishing  on  this  river 
commenced  on  Feb.  2,  the  conditions  being  very 
favourable  generally,  and  the  water  especially  being 
in  grand  condition.  So  far,  however,  but  few 
anglers  have  plied  the  rod,  and  it  is  thought  that 
few,  if  any,  takes  have  been  effected.  Very  few 
dead  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  river  up  to  the 
time  of  writing,  and  few  kelts  have  been  observed 
to  be  descending  to  the  tideway,  but  the  advent  of 
a  good  flood  is  only  requisite  in  order  to  assist 
them. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — A  very  fine  salmon 
was  exhibited  at  the  Martin  Lane  fish  depot ;  it  was 
391b.  weight,  and  was  taken  from  the  river  Maine 
(Killarney).  The  Exe  Board  of  Conservators  held 
their  meeting  at  Southemhay,  Exeter,  and  the 
report  showed  an  increase  all  round ;  in  fact,  the 
trout  licences  taken  were  the  largest  taken  out  by 
anglers  since  the  adoption  of  the  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Acts.  Complaint  was  made  that  the 
grayling  were  getting  too  numerous  between 
Dulverton  and  Tiverton,  and  it  is  feared  that 
they  may  crowd  out  the  trout  in  the  higher  parts 
of  the  river.  Prospects  for  the  coming  season  are 
now  looked  upon  as  likely  to  improve.  In  the  river 
one  or  two  pike  have  been  caught  and  some  roach 
and  dace,  but  in  the  canal  the  sport  has  been  rather 
indifferent.  A  deadly  war  has  been  waged  by  the 
fishermen  and  others  against  the  voracious  cor- 
morants at  the  mouth  of  the  Exe,  and  during  the 
past  few  months  200  of  these  birds  have  been 
killed.  A  scheme  is  also  under  consideration  for 
the  reduction  of  pike  and  other  coarse  fish  that 
are  stated  to  prey  upon  the  salmon  and  trout. 
In  the  Exe  some  pike  have  been  taken,  three  at 
Cowley,  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  averaging  31b.  each  ;  also 
at  Bathing  Ground,  St.  David's  and  Exwick,  where 
the  roach  are  also  in  evidence.  The  river  is  now  in 
fair  fishing  order. — Red  Paxmeb. 

Frensham  Fond. — After  a  rest  of  some  duration 
owing  to  frost,  etc.,  the  old  pond  is  again  affording 
excellent  sport  to  numerous  visitors.  On  Feb.  1, 
amongst  many  smaller  pike  taken,  Mr.  Marshall,  of 
Liphook,  secured  a  handsome  pike  of  13 Jib.,  and 
Mr.  Saunderson,  of  Woking,  one  of  111b.  Mr. 
Saunderson  was  in  temporary  charge  of  two  rods. 
He  had  a  run  with  one,  struck  and  played  the  fish, 
when  suddenly  his  tackle  gave  way  and  the  flsh 
escaped.  Almost  immediately  the  other  float,  about 
fifteen  to  twenty  yards  away,  showed  indications  of 
a  fish,  which  was  duly  struck,  played,  and  landed. 
It  was  discovered  that  this  eleven-pounder  had 
patronised  both  reds,  the  missing  bait  and  tackle 
being  found  well  in  his  jaws.  The  water  is  in  prime 
condition,  and  should  yield  heavy  fish  until  March  14 
if  weather  permits. — G.  A.  W.  Griffiths. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
Angling  is  not  very  productive  in  the  Fen  district 
at  the  present  time,  as  there  has  been  a  lot  of 
water  to  get  rid  of  ;  frost  and  snow  have  had  to  be 
melted,  and  the  water  has  had  to  freshen  up  since 
the  late  wintry  weather.  It  was  getting  into  very 
fair  order  on  Saturday,  and  a  few  visitors  put  in  an 
appearance.  Those  who  visited  the  roach  swims  do 
not  appear  to  have  done  very  well ;  indeed,  61b.  or 
71b.  may  be  regarded  as  a  phenomenal  basket, 
empty  creels  were  the  rule.  Pike  anglers  appear  to 
have  done  a  little  bit  better,  but  even  on  the  Forty- 
foot  (the  best  water  hereabouts  for  this  sort  of 
fishing)  success  has  been  by  no  means  good.  A  few 
odd  fish  have  been  taken,  running  up  to  71b.,  and 
these  were  found  particularly  in  the  lower  lenghts. 
Swineshead  visitors  had  the  best  reward. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  river  is  in  good  con- 
dition for  roach,  perch,  and  pike  fishing,  and  all  the 
angler  now  requires  is  a  little  settled  weather.  The 
cold  high  winds  lately  experienced  have  been  greatly 
against  sport,  especially  when  the  roach-pole  has 
been  in  use.  Occasionally,  however,  some  nice 
samples  of  roach  have  been  secured,  principally  in 
the  Broxboume,  Rye  House,  St.  Margaret's,  and 
Hertford  districts,  but  no  baskets  calling  for  special 


mention.  The  Broadwater  at  St.  Margaret's,  the 
scene  of  so  much  pollution  and  destruction  of  fish, 
is  looking  pretty  right  again,  but  after  all  the  fish 
killed  there  I  cannot  think  much  sport  is  likely  to 
be  had  for  some  time  to  come.  Early  in  the  week  a 
number  of  jack  were  taken  between  St.  Margaret's 
and  Rye  House,  but  as  far  as  my  information  goes 
none  were  over  41b. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridg^e  and  Ely  Ang'lingf 
Society's  Waters). — The  water  here  is  now  in  fine 
fishing  trim,  and  good  sport  may  be  counted  upon 
for  the  week-end.  Those  fishing  for  pike  have  been 
well  rewarded,  many  fish  being  had  of  31b.  to  4lb. 
each  in  weight.  One  angler  landed  201b.,  the  largest 
weighing  61b.  Roach  are  not  feeding  so  freely ; 
best  catch  reported  during  the  week  was  61b.  for  one 
week.— P.  W.  G. 

IiVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  in  every  way  agreeable  for  fishing,  and  the 
water  has  cleared  and  gone  down ;  the  fish  are  now 
moving  better  and  have  been  rising  better 
during  the  middle  of  the  day  at  the  fly. 
A  few  anglers  have  been  out  with  Whirling 
Blue,  Red  Tag,  Red  Palmer,  and  Silver  Dun,  and 
several  grayling  landed.  Trout  have  been  more  on 
the  feed  and  some  have  been  taken  but  returned 
to  the  river.  With  continued  mild  weather  the 
coming  trout  season  will  be  an  early  one,  as  the  fish 
are  getting  in  fairly  good  condition  at  present. 
Pinsley  is  clear. — Gwynne. 

Iiagg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland). — 
These  rivers  are  slowly  getting  into  condition,  and 
will  be  fishable  with  bottom  and  mid-water  baits 
by  the  time  this  appears.  There  should  be  a  chance 
for  the  fly  in  the  coming  week,  if  the  fine  weatlier 
we  have  had  the  last  two  days  continues.  Best  flies 
should  be  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Red 
Palmer,  and  Dark  Willow. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborongh). — According  to  my  fore- 
cast of  last  week,  pike  fishing  has  been  indulged  in 
at  the  first  opportunity,  for  this  week  two  very 
good  captures  have  been  made  at  the  Carp  Hole, 
near  Alwalton,  the  best  catch  being  a  splendid  pike 
of  between  lllb.  and  121b.,  by  Mr.  McCarthy,  Peter- 
borough ;  and  the  other  a  pike  of  between  71b.  and 
81b.,  by  Mr.  Ted  Wright,  Peterborough.  A  large 
number  of  pike  of  between  21b.  and  31b.  have  also 
been  caught  at  the  Thicket. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  trout  season 
opened  legally  on  Monday  (Feb.  2),  and  although 
the  best  preserved  portions  of  this  river  are  closed 
until  March  1,  the  public  water  here,  as  well  as 
other  little  bits  in  different  parts,  were  visited  by  a 
few  enthusiastic  anglers  on  that  day.  The  stream 
was  heavy  and  discoloured.  A  few  fish  were  taken 
about  the  middle  of  the  day,  the  flies  used  being 
February  Red  and  Blue  Upright  dressed  without 
wing.  The  fish  were  not  large  nor  in  good  condition, 
but  up  to  the  usual  standard  for  the  time  of  year. 
The  netters  have  as  usual  been  at  work  dragging 
the  public  water  here,  and  have  taken,  it  is  said, 
some  301b.  weight  of  fish. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — Water  has  been  and 
still  is  in  most  beautiful  condition  for  all-round 
angling.  We  have  had  a  great  number  of  jack 
taken  during  the  week — largest  121b.  ;  they  are  in 
splendid  form  and  give  fine  sport.  Roach  also  are 
showing  up  splendidly  ;  we  have  had  several  up  to 
Iflb.  They  are  now  taking  lobs  on  the  ledger,  and 
float  paternostering  is  very  telling.  We  always  get 
our  very  best  roach  during  this  month  here,  as  they 
seem  to  feed  very  freely,  and  the  colour  of  the  river 
is  simply  perfect  for  reaching. — A.  Scard. 

 •  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  is  in  first-rate 

order,  pike  from  8-Jlb.  up  to  14^1b.  have  been  taken 
since  Saturday  (seventeen  nice  fish).  Henry  Brown 
and  myself  have  had  some  good  sport  amongst  the 
roach,  from  12Joz.  up  to  lib.  5oz.  ;  over  eighty  fish 
to-day  (Wednesday),  all  in  good  condition.  Anyone 
wanting  good  sport  cannot  do  better  than  accept 
the  chances  offering  themselves  now. — Edward 
Collinson. 

Flymouth. — On  Feb.  1,  according  to  the  Fresh 
Water  Fisheries  Act,  trout  fishing  commences ;  but 
it  has  been  the  rule  of  the  various  fishing  associa- 
tions for  many  years  not  to  issue  tickets  until 
March  1.  It  is  generally  found  that  the  trout  are 
not  in  such  good  condition  until  this  time.  But 
there  are  exceptions,  for  it  has  been  noticed  that 
when  we  have  had  a  mild  winter,  with  plenty  of 
water,  the  trout  have  been  in  much  better  con- 
dition. This  year  is  one  of  these  exceptions,  there- 
fore fishermen  who  are  anxious  to  commence  work 
can  fish  on  any  water  that  is  not  under  an  associa- 
tion ;  they  have  merely  to  obtain  the  trout  licence, 
which  costs  2s.  6d.  the  season.  I  have  these  ready 
for  distribution,  and  next  week  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
mention  some  portions  of  rivers  that  can  now  be 
fished. — Wm.  Heard er. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  river  is  in  good  order, 
and  some  fine  specimens  of  pike  and  perch  have  of 
late  been  taken,  the  best  of  the  former  running  to 


151b.  and  over,  and  the  largest  perch  to  3 Jib. 
Advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  favourable 
conditions  that  now  prevail,  as  fish  are  plentiful, 
and  should  there  be  no  floods  a  continuation  of 
satisfactory  sport  may  be  looked  for. — Hakren. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Up  to  the  close  of  last  week  anglers  in  this 
neighbourhood  had  everything  in  their  favour,  the 
atmosphere  very  mild  and  the  water  in  good  condi- 
tion in  all  these  rivers.  On  Saturday  night  another 
sudden  change  took  place,  a  large  quantity  of  snow 
fell,  and  the  hills  and  highlands  were  completely 
covered  with  it  before  the  following  morning,  but  it 
did  not  remain  long  on  the  ground,  and  by  "Tuesday 
morning  it  had  quite  disappeared.  In  consequence, 
however,  the  rivers  during  the  past  few  days  have 
been  tinged  with  snow  water,  but  are  now  nearly 
free  from  it.  The  salmon  fishing  season  commenced 
in  these  rivers  on  Monday  last,  but  no  fish  have  as  yet 
been  taken,  although  the  state  of  the  water  has  been 
most  favourable  for  the  salmon  to  travel  to '  the 
upper  districts. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — At  last  we  have  a  welcome  change  in  the 
weather.  Rain  has  held  off,  and  a  keen  frost  has 
been  experienced  on  several  mornings.  Rivers  are 
now  in  very  good  order.  The  Adur,  Ouse,  and 
Cuckmere  are  fishable  and  yielding  sport.  A  few 
roach  and  small  pike  were  taken  from  the  Ouse  at 
Barcombe  Mills  on  Feb.  1.  Roach  and  dace  of  fair 
size  have  been  taken  fcom  the  Adur  at  Henfield. 
Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  trim,  and  bank  high. 
The  repairs  to  the  lock  gates  are  completed,  and  the 
lower  reach  is  filled,  but  it  is  useless  angling  there 
at  present,  as  all  fish  were  destroyed  when  the  water 
was  let  out.  From  the  upper  reach  above  Birdham 
Bridge  four  pike  were  recently  taken  by  Mr.  Gil- 
more,  weighing  together  141b.  A  nice  perch  was 
secured  spinning  with  sprat,  and  the  small  bream 
and  roach  have  fed  fairly  well.  Pike  seem  to 
feed  best  in  this  water  at  the  full  of  the  moon. 
Respecting  the  oyster  and  cookie  scare.  Dr.  CoUing- 
ridge,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  City  of 
London,  found  that  the  sample  from  Emsworth. 
two  from  Booham,  and  two  from  Shoreham  were 
under  suspicion,  and  that  Emsworth  with  its 
sewage  was  a  veritable  breeding  ground  for  the 
deadliest  bacilli.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Southwick 
Urban  Council,  Mr.  G.  Courtney,  J. P.,  presiding,  the 
Southwick  Ratepayers'  Association  drew  attention 
to  the  fact  that  they  had  a  system  of  outfall  drainage, 
and  that  no  sewage  got  into  the  harbour  where  the 
beds  were  situated.  They  also  suggested  that  the 
fact  of  Shoreham  discharging  sewage  into  the  river 
prejudiced  opinion  against  Southwick.  Although 
Shoreham  oysters  were  spoken  of,  the  oysters 
supplying  Brighton  were  sent  from  Southwick. 
The  scare  has  caused  stagnation  in  the  trade ; 
seventy  people  are  thrown  out  of  employment  at 
Southwick,  and  one  hundred  at  Emsworth  and 
Booham. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Monday — strong  hailstorms 
and  wind  ;  no  fishermen  could  venture  out.  Tues- 
day, two  fishermen  caught  six  brace  of  good-condi- 
tioned trout.  The  majority  of  rivers  open  in  March. 
— Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  a  nice  level  and 
in  capital  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  very  mild,  with  bright  sun- 
shine during  part  of  the  days,  and  followed  at  night 
by  a  few  showers  of  rain,  but  it  has  not  altered  the 
state  of  the  rivers.  The  mild  weather  has  brought 
fish  more  on  the  rise,  and  they  have  been  taking 
fly.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out 
and  used  worm,  maggot,  and  grasshopper  for 
grayling.  Trout  are  now  moving,  and  have  been 
seen  rising,  and  if  the  weather  continues  warm 
it  will  be  an  early  season  for  trout.  The  season 
opens  on  Mf  ro'i  2.  The  flies  used  are  the  Red  Tag, 
Whirling  Blu),  Red  Palmer,  February  Red,  and 
Silver  Dun.  On  Monday  some  grayling  were  taken 
with  the  Red  Palmer  and  Whirling  Blue.  A  trout 
was  landed,  but  returned  to  the  water.  Some  good 
lots  of  dace,  roach,  and  chub  have  been  taken 
bottom  fishing.  Anglers  are  now  engaged  sortmg 
their  tackle  for  trout  fishing,  when  there  is  good 
sport  promised.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Led- 
wyche  are  all  in  order;  little  done  m  them  this 
week. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (7e  ibury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 

run  down  and  cleared,  and  is  getting  in  fine 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  in  every 
way  suitable  for'anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  few  rods 
have  been  on  the  river.  Angling  has  not  not  been 
brisk  on  fhe  whole.  Grayling  have  bean  rising  this 
week  at  fly.  and  a  few  nice  fish  have  been  taken 
below  the  town.  Trout  are  now  beginning  to  show 
themssh  63  and  are  rising  during  the  middle  of  the 
day  ;  the  mild  time  points  to  an  early  trout 
season,  and  good  sport  should  be  had  in  this  part  as 
there  are  plenty  of  good  trout  in  this  district.— 
Worcester. 
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Witham,   etc.   (Mid   and    North  Lines)  

Angling  has  very  much  improved  lately  on  the 
Witham.  Some  capital  sport  has  been  had  by 
Lincoln  anglers  between  the  bridges  at  Bardney, 
and  this  district  is  proving  a  reliable  resort.  Some 
good  specimens  of  roach  have  been  caught  in  the 
Kirkstead  and  Stixwold  swims,  particularly  above 
the  ferry  at  the  former  place.  The  tail  end  of  the 
dew  worm  has  proved  the  most  reliable  bait, 
though  maggot  in  a  few  instances  has  proved  a 
success.  The  water  is  too  cloudy  for  successful 
pike  fishing,  and  in  some  cases  thus  militated 
against  roach  fishing.  Drain  ends  from  the  main 
streams  appear  to  be  the  favourite  resorts  of  the  fish, 
doubtless  on  the  look-out  for  food  entering  the  main 
river.  The  water  was  clearing  very  rapidly  when  I 
had  information  last,  and  doubtless  by  the  end  of 
the  week  sport  will  have  got  to  its  normal  condi- 
tion. Very  little  information  is  to  hand  about  the 
tributaries,  but  a  little  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
drains  north  of  Boston.  Sportsmen  on  the  Bell- 
water  Drain  appear  to  have  done  best. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ocse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — There  has  been  very  little  angling 
done  on  any  of  the  above  rivers.  The  upper  waters 
of  the  Wharfe  remain  closed  till  April  1.  A  few 
rods  have  been  seen  on  the  Ilkley  length  ;  sport  has 
only  been  moderate.  Since  the  heavy  floods  there 
has  been  snow-water  running  in  the  rivers,  conse- 
quently the  fish  are  not  feeding  well,  but  in  the 
district  of  Collingham  Bridge  and  Wetherby  some 
fair  sport  has  been  met  with  grayling,  roach,  chub, 
and  dace.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  very 
few  rods  are  to  be  seen  just  now,  and  only  moderate 
returns  of  sport  are  to  hand  this  week.  The  river 
J^idd  has  been  very  thick  the  last  few  days,  but  at 
the  time  of  writing  is  now  running  in  very  fair 
condition,  and  sport  should  be  met  with  pike, 
perch,  and  dace  in  the  lower  reaches.  Very 
few  rods  have  been  seen  from  Pateley  Bridge 
right  down  to  Ribston  Park  ;  beyond  these  points 
a  few  rods  have  been  out  in  the  district  of 
Walshford  Bridge,  Hunsingore,  and  Cattal.  Fair 
sport  has  been  met  with  amongst  roach  and  pike. 
Reports  from  Swale  are  disappointing ;  very  little 
has  been  done  in  this  river,  the  Wiske,  Codbeck, 
or  Bedale  Beck.  The  Derwent  has  also  been  in 
bad  trim  :  the  same  remark  may  be  said  of  the 
Ouse,  but  should  the  present  weather  continue  all 
the  Yorkshire  rivers  will  be  in  splendid  condition,  the 
snow-water  will  then  have  run  away,  and  anglers 
can  look  forward  to  good  sport  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  The  Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers'  dele- 
gates held  their  first  meeting  of  the  year,  Mr.  F.  A. 
Redding  taking  the  chair.  The  committee  were 
appointed  for  Roundhay  Park,  etc.  ;  the  following 
were  elected  :  Messrs.  Oliver,  Slater,  McDonald, 
Reynolds,  Royston,  Miller,  Lister,  Coley,  Foulds, 
Lascelles,  Webb,  Ramsden,  Barrett,  Mark,  Myers, 
Brown,  Ramshaw,  Hunter,  Crampton,  and  Smith. 
—John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Iiyon  (Fortingall). — On  Fortingall  Hotel  water, 
on  Jan.  28,  Mr.  Johnson,  London,  had  two  salmon 
of  151b.  and  171b.  ;  Jan.  20,  Mr.  PhiHp  Geen,  Rich- 
mond, one  of  211b.  ;  and  on  Jan.  31,  Mr.  John 
Gardiner,  Ayr,  one  of  181b;  Feb.  3,  Mr.  Philip 
Geen,  Richmond,  one  of  211b.,  and  Mr.  Campbell, 
Richmond,  two  of  131b.  and  141b.,  and  on  Feb.  2, 
Peter  Dewer,  keeper,  one  of  181b. — R.  Stewart. 

North-Hast  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  now 
subsiding,  and  this  is  all  the  more  satisfactory  in 
view  of  the  general  opening  of  the  salmon  angling 
season  on  Wednesday  first,  when  some  eighty  odd 
streams  will  be  freed  of  their  legal  fetters.  Anglers 
are  either  already  on  the  spot  or  have  made  the 
necessary  arrangements  to  be  on  the  scene  early  in 
the  week,  so  as  to  be  in  at  the  opening.  The  floods 
on  the  Dee  will  be  all  in  favour  of  the  middle  and 
upper  reaches,  and  bar  frosts  and  cold,  clear 
weather,  these  should  flsh  exceedingly  well. 
Few,  if  any,  of  the  sections  of  the  Dee  remain 
unlet,  at  lesst  for  the  two  opening  months.  Mr. 
Coats  and  others  will  fish  Glentana ;  Mr.  Bulloch 
and  others,  Aboyne ;  Major  Davidson,  Dess ;  Mr. 
Combe,  Carlogie  ;  Lord  Garrioch  and  Hon.  W.  Brook, 
Borrowstone  ;  Mr.  Deverell,  Kincardine  ;  Sir  John 
Gladstone,  Blackball ;  Mr.  Burrows,  Woodend ; 
Monsieur  Fould,  Sluie ;  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Hare, 
Ballogie ;  Mr.  Hay,  Blackball ;  and  Mr.  Meekin, 
Durris.  Mr.  Bulloch  has  a  rod  on  Park.  The  Don 
is  not  a  first-class  early  river,  but  a  good  few  early 
fish  have  been  seen  in  it,  and  the  same  in  the 
Ythan.  Ugie,  and  Deveron.  A  good  finnock  season 
is  confidently  anticipated,  floods  being  always 
favourable  to  their  early  ascent  into  the  tidals. — 
G.  M. 

Spey  (Moray shire). — Extraordinary  flooding  has 
taken  place  with  this  river  as  with  others  in  the 
north.  '  At  the  mouth  the  river  was  over  a  mile  in 
breadth,  while  for  a  couple  of  miles  up  it  was  con- 


verted into  a  vast  inland  sea  with  numerous  islets. 
The  water  invaded  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon's  salmon  ponds  at  Tuquet,  which  con- 
tained a  great  number  of  young  fish  reared  in  the 
Fochabers  hatchery,  and  in  various  stages  of  exist- 
ence. The  fish  were  set  free  in  a  manner  not  con- 
templated. What  the  effect  wi!l  be  upon  future 
prospects  is  matter  for  speculation. — J.  M. 

Tay. — During  the  past  week  the  river  Tay  has 
been  in  high  flood.  On  Friday  (Jan.  30)  it  rose 
higher  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  eight  years,  and 
remained  about  twenty-four  hours  at  the  same  high 
level,  being  about  14 J-  feet  above  the  usual  summer 
level,  and  doing  great  damage  to  embankments  and 
crops.  Considerable  flooding  took  place  at  Perth  ; 
both  the  Inches  were  covered  to  a  depth  of  several 
feet.  Many  of  the  houses  in  the  low-lying  parts 
of  the  town  were  flooded.  On  Wednesday  night  the 
river  was  still  running  eight  feet  above  summer 
level.  Anglers  were  looking  forward  to  the  river 
being  in  first-rate  order  on  that  day,  but  they  were 
much  disappointed  as  it  rose  all  day.  The  river  will 
take  another  day  or  two  to  settle,  but  when  it  does 
settle  fine  sport  is  expected,  as  plenty  of  fish  are 
observed  in  most  of  the  stretches.  The  net  fishing 
opened  on  Feb.  5.  Fishing  on  Lower  Stanley  water 
on  Jan.  29,  Mr.  Alex  von  Heyder  landed  two  salmon 
of  181b.  and  141b.  Fishing  Burnmouth  Stobhall 
water  on  Jan.  29,  Mr.  H.  Anderson  and  Rev.  — 
Bonar  had  one  salmon  of  17|^lb.,  and  on  Feb.  3 
Mr.  H.  Anderson  landed  two  salmon  of  171b.  and 
131b.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Eallynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — The  com- 
mencement of  the  spawning  season  was  very  favour- 
able for  the  white  trout  ;  floods  came  exceedingly 
suitable  up  to  Nov.  20,  when  it  became  dry,  frosty 
weather  up  to  Dec.  13,  when  floods  again  came, 
which  brought  a  very  large  amount  of  breeding 
salmon  into  the  beds ;  the  floods  fell  and  then  rose 
again  shortly,  bringing  up  fresh  batches  of  salmon. 
There  is  a  numerous  quantity  of  fresh  beds  on  the 
different  spawning  rivers,  of  which,  there  are  over 
twenty,  varying  from  a  J  mile  to  3  miles  long. 
Some  of  the  oldest  water-baliffs  say  they  have  not 
seen  such  a  sight  of  breeding  salmon  or  white  trout 
on  the  beds  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  Everything 
has  been  very  favourable  for  a  good  sporting  time 
this  summer.— Jim. 

Boyne  (Navan). — The  Boyne  opens  on  Feb.  1 2, 
when  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a  fair  stock 
of  fish  up  from  the  sea.  For  February  and  March 
the  best  salmon  flies  are  Boyne  Blue,  Jock  Scott, 
Butcher,  Fiery  Brown,  Durham  Ranger,  Claret, 
Grey  Monkey,  Orange  and  Blue  (very  appropriate), 
and  the  Black  Doctor. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  season  opened  on 
the  1st  inst.  with  sleet  and  snow,  and  as  the  snow- 
water is  yet  in  the  rivers  nothing  has  been  done 
with  the  fly.  Bait-fishers  made  a  start  on  the  Lagan 
on  the  3rd,  Mr.  J.  Anderson  getting  a  couple  of 
brown  trout  of  31b.  The  Ulster  Anglers'  Association 
has  secured  the  angling  rights  of  the  Antrim-road 
Reservoir  for  five  years,  and  the  restocking  with 
trout  is  purposed  at  once.  Pens  Club  is  about  to 
present  the  popular  president,  Mr  W.  T.  Braith- 
waite,  with  his  portrait  in  oils.  The  Woodburn 
Reservoirs  opened  on  the  1st,  but  up  to  date  no 
anglers  were  out. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  in  very  flooded 
state  since  the  opening  day  (Feb.  1),  but  with  no 
more  rain  it  should  be  in  good  order  for  coming 
week  ;  very  little  sport  has  been  had,  but  reports  as 
to  number  of  salmon  are  encouraging. — W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Bnndrowes  River  (co.  Donegal). — The  above 
river  opened  for  rod  fishing  on  Feb.  1.  and  the  river 
was  in  most  places  unfishable,  owing  to  the  high 
water,  yet  T.  Gilroy  and  W.  Despard  (the  keepers) 
succeeded  in  landing  two  handsome  fresh-run  spring 
salmon.  At  time  of  writing  the  river  is  getting 
into  better  fishing  order,  and  the  weather  is 
moderate,  although  rain  has  been  falling  more  or 
less  heavily  in  this  neighbourhood  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — The  opening  of  the  salmon 
fishing  was  accompanied  with  a  heavy  fall  of  snow 
and  bitter  cold  wind.  River  in  very  flooded  state, 
consequently  sport  was  not  as  good  as  it  might  be. 
Salmon  are  reported  to  be  very  numerous  on  all 
fisheries.  The  following  had  sport : — Colonel  Trot- 
man,  on  Lord  Bandon's  water,  one  14|lb.  ;  R. 
Barry,  on  Williams'  Hotel  water,  two  81b.  and  91b.; 
J.  O'Brien,  on  "  Castleinch,"  two,  101b.  and  91b.; 


■\Vou.MS,  Diasfiots,  and  pieserveil  baits.  .Speciallj'  in-epareil 
maiJen-dews  and  brandlings  for  trout,  ready  lor  use,  and  clean, 
frc'sbly-bred  gentles,  Is.  lid.  per  box,  carriage  paid  by  rail  only. 
Lobwiinns  Uir  salmon,  Is.  ad.  and  -J-s.  (jd.,  carriage  paid.  Bright 
and  tough  jireserved  gudgeon,  dace,  sprats,  and  minnows,  Is.  6d. 
per  bottle,  post  free.— J.  E.  JIILI.EK,  Northern  Anglers'  D'ep6t, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


A.  W.  Allen,  on  Clashaneur,  two,  91b.  and  lUb. , 
D.  Sweeney,  on  Upper  Lee,  one,  101b. — W.  Haynes 
and  Son. 

Lough  Corrib  (Kilbeg',  co.  Galway). — No  fishing 
here  on  the  opening  day  of  the  season  (Feb.  1) 
owing  to  the  snowstorm.  On  Feb.  2  one  angler 
landed  five  trout,  weighing  from  l^lb.  to  2|lb.  each. 
Good  prospects  for  the  season,  as  the  local  rivers 
were  full  of  trout  in  the  spawning  time,  which  have 
now  gone  down  into  the  lough.  The  rivers  were 
well  looked  after  this  season  by  the  bailiffs  under 
the  supervision  of  the  head  keeper,  Mr.  Kelly. — 
T.  M. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,   co.   Kerry). — 

Angling  opened  here  on  Feb.  1  vmder  very  unfavour- 
able auspices.  A  strong  wind  blew  from  the  north 
which  veered  occasionally  to  north-east,  and  hail, 
snow,  and  sleet  alternated  throughout  the  day.  No 
clean  salmon  were  had,  but  several  kelts  were  met 
with.  On  Monday  the  conditions  changed  for  the 
better,  but  only  one  salmon  was  had,  the  lucky 
angler  being  J.  T.  Sullivan,  who  creeled  a  nice  fresh 
run  fish  of  81b.— T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Fishing 
above  waters  began  on  Feb.  1,  and  local  anglers  on 
Feb.  2  made  large  baskets  of  trout  on  the  lakes  and 
the  canal  which  runs  between  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib.  The  day  being  favourable,  some  grand 
trout  were  taken  from  the  canal  ranging  from  1  Jib; 
to  3|lb.  The  canal  fishing  is  only  good  for  February 
and  half  March,  as  the  water  gets  too  low  after  that 
date. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  opened  on 
Feb.  1  with  fair  success  along  the  Antrim  shores. 
Trout-netting  does  not  legally  open  till  March  1, 
but  between  this  and  that  date  many  a  good  con- 
signment of  trout  will  cross  the  Channel. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  1,  and 
there  is  a  good  prospect  of  spring  fishing.  The  river 
is  in  flood,  and  not  clear  yet.  Fishing  on  the 
Bunree  river  for  trout,  there  were  some  nice  baskets 
taken,  and  a  number  of  kelts  landed  during  the 
week.  The  lake  is  very  high  yet,  but  as  soon  as  it 
falls  there  should  be  some  good  fishing  on  it,  as 
there  are  lots  of  spring  fish  up. — John  Devers. 

Mof,  Loughs  Conn  and  Callen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Angling  for  salmon  and  trout  opened 
here  on  Feb.  1.  River  high  for  salmon  angling. 
Some  nice  takes  of  trout  were  got  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  Moy. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — Owing 
to  a  rise  in  the  river,  -'mad"  is  the  word  for  the 
water  to-day.  But  it  won't  be  for  long,  as  it  runs 
down  almost  as  fast  as  it  increases  in  volume.  Only 
one  boat  and  crew  have  ventured  out  as  yet,  bqt 
they  did  no  good.  I  hope  before  many  days,  per- 
haps hours,  to  have  better  news  for  all  concerned. 
Springers  are  begirming  to  show  under  the  Weir 
Wall.— S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerryj.— Pollack  anglers  have 
been  out  on  a  couple  of  days  and  had  fair  sport. 
On  one  day  four  anglers  got  eighteen  fish  in  about 
four  hours,  heaviest  81b.  Weather  getting  mild 
and  springlike. — T.  J.  D. 

D.ngle. — The  weather  is  now  favourable  for  sea 
angling  here,  but  no  anglers  have  been  out.  The 
netsmen  report  that  pollack  are  very  numerous, 
and  that  hake  are  plentiful  at  a  few  places  in  the 
bay.— T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  still  very  unsettled 
for  sea  fishing,  but  nevertheless  some  ardent  fisher- 
men have  been  out  and  brought  in  some  nice 
pollack.  The  best  spots  for  them  now  are  at  the 
back  of  Drake's  Island,  and  around  the  Redding 
and  Penlce  Points,  the  largest  being  taken  at  the 
last-mentioned  place.  Bass  are  still  feeding  well  in 
the  Hamoaze,  and  some  nice  baskets  are  taken 
daily ;  they  are  the  small  school  bass,  about  a 
pound  weight.  The  pier  fishermen  have  not  been 
doing  much  this  week.— Wm.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — A  good  many  rods  have  been  out 
this  week,  but  with  somewhat  indifferent  results. 
From  the'  Iron  Pier  a  few  nice  codling  have  been 
taken,  and  from  the  West  some  codling  and  flat  fish 
with  a  good  many  rock  eels  have  come  to  hand,  the 
latter  being  unusually  plentiful.  The  pollack  have 
not  yet  come  in,  though  with  less  wind  some  should 
soon  be  had.  Wind  north-west,  rather  strong.— 
Grey  Mullett.  ' 

Weymouth. — The  weather  lately  has  not  been 
very  favom-able  for  fishing,  but  on  the  occasional 
evenings  which  have  been  suitable  some  very  fair 
takes  of  bass  have  been  obtained.  A  competition 
will  be  held  on  Feb.  11,  when  the  following  prizes 
are  offered  :— 10s.  6d.  for  the  heaviest  fish,  given  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Williams ;  10s.  6d.,  7s.  Cd.,  and  53. 
for  the  heaviest  baskets,  given  by  Councillors 
S.  H.  Wallis,  R.  C.  Watts,  and  H.  A.  Hurdle 
respectively. — W.  A.  A.  .-' 
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(Special  Meetings). 


CENTRAL     ASSOCIATION      OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was 
held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel  on  Monday  even- 
ing, Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  presiding;.  Mr.  I.  Levien, 
in  a  very  feeling  manner,  referred  to  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  president,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  by  the 
death  of  his  wife,  and  it  was  agreed  that  a  letter 
of  condolence  and  sincere  sympathy  be  sent  to 
him.  Included  in  the  correspondence  read  was 
the  following  letter,  which  was  warmly  received 
by  the  delegates : — "Victorian  Fish  Protection  and 
Anglers'  Club,  Melbourne. — Dea""  Sir,  I  have  the 
honour,  by  direction  of  ray  society,  to  express  our 
sincere  thanks  for  the  very  hearty  welcome 
accorded  to  Mr.  Elmslie  whilst  on  a  visit  to  your 
Association,  and  it  was  resolved  that  a  very  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  be  recorded  on  the  minutes,  and 
that  should  any  of  your  members  be  visiting 
Melbourne  in  the  near  future  we  shall  be 
only  too  happy  to  reciprocate  the  kindly 
feeling  now  existing.  Hoping  to  have  the 
gratification  of  receiving  a  visit. — Yours  sincerely, 
W.  J.  Dale,  hon.  sec."  A  new  angling  society, 
with  a  very  promising  future,  applied  for  enrol- 
ment. The  rules  having  been  scrutinised  and  found 
correct,  the  affil  atisn  was  agreed  to.  In  reply  to 
an  inquiry  concerning  the  Thames  Fishing  Rights 
question,  it  transpired  that  nothing  had  been  done 
of  a  practical  nature  for  many  months  past,  and  a 
general  discussion  ensued  concerning  the  whole 
aspect  of  the  question,  the  following  resolution 
beingunanimously  adopted : — "  Thatin  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  Central  Asso  • 
elation  of  London  Angling  Clubs,  the  interests  of 
anglers  should  be  directly  represented  on  any 
board  or  other  body  to  be  constituted  under  the 
proposed  scheme  for  the  bettermer.t  of  the  Port 
of  London  and  the  general  government  of  the 
River  Thames."  Other  action  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  in  reference  to  this  all-important  question. 
Mr.  Elsmore  gave  some  interesting  particulars  of 
the  recent  work  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society,  also  referring  to  the  collection  of  £4 
by  the  Covent  Garden  Piscatorials  and  £2  by  the 
Oglander  Piscatorials.  The  secretary  reported  that 
the  Bourne  End  distribution  had  given  the  utmost 
satisfaction  to  members,  also  that  a  most  success- 
ful visit  had  been  paid  to  the  Peckham  Bros, 
and  St.  Albans  Societies,  the  next  visit  going 
to  the  Stockwell  Angling  Society,  at  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge,  Thome  Road,  South  Lambeth 
Road,  S.W.,  on  Feb.  10.  Several  important  rail- 
way questions  were  ordered  to  be  dealt  with. 
The  issue  of  privilege  tickets  for  the  present 
season  had  proved  to  be  the  greatest  number  in 
the  history  of  the  Association.  A  very  cordial  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  business. 
All  letters  to  be  addressed  the  secretary,  6, 
Priter  Road,  London,  S.E. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

At  the  general  meeting  on  Wednesday  last  Mr. 
C.  O.  Mmchin  occupied  the  chair.  The  awards  of 
the  cup  and  medals  for  the  Deal  Competition, 
1902,  were  read  to  the  meeting,  and  also  the  list 
of  boatmen  at  Deal  to  whom  the  committee  had 
awarded  money  prizes  for  the  assistance  which 
they  had  rendered  to  successful  competitors.  The 
awards  were  as  follows: — • 

Boat  Competition. 

Class  /.—Gold  medal  and  Deal  Corporation 
challenge  cup,  T.  Roberts  ;  silver  medal,  M.  K. 
Turner ;  bronze  medal,  O.  L.  Summers.  Class  II. 
-— Silveir  medal,  J.  Goates  ;   bronze  meda',  W, 


Hossach.  Class  III. — Silver  medals,  J.  B.  Howes, 
C.  W.  GlassLngton,  and  F.  Fryett ;  bronze  medal, 
H.  E.  Willing,  Class  I F.— Silver  medals,  W.  J. 
Reynolds,  G.  D.  Fairburn,  and  C.  B.  F.  Mount ; 
bronze  medals.  Mrs.  Hardy  Corfe,  J.  E.  Hall, 
W.  Bradbear,  and  H.  Edwards. 

Pier  Competition. 

Silver  medals,  A.  Hutchings  and  T.  P.  Holmes. 

The  boatmen's  prizes  were  awarded  to  J.  Marsh, 
Tom  Upton,  T.  Bingham,  R.  Walmesley,  Dick 
Philpott,  Goymer,  and  Dave  Pritchrird. 

The  prizes  will  be  presented  at  the  annual 
dinner  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on  March  11. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Bursill,  F.R.  Hist.  S..  exhibited  a  series 
of  lantern  slides  more  or  less  relating  to  angling 
subjects,  illustrating  his  exhibition  by  running 
comments,  many  of  which  were  of  great  topo- 
graphical and  antiquarian  interest.  Several  slides 
representing  Australian  sea  fish  of  various  species 
and  curious  forms  were  also  exhibited.  Mr.  G.  R. 
Clarke  proposed  and  Mr.  Jacobs  seconded  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  exhibitor,  which  was  carried 
nem.  con.  The  chairman  announced  that  on 
Feb.  1 1  there  would  be  a  paper  read  by  Dr. 
Litton  Forbes  on  "Fishing  at  Tory  Island"  ;  and 
on  Feb.  18  a  discussion  would  take  place  on  the 
present  oyster  scare,  on  which  occasion  Mr. 
Wrench  Towse  would  take  the  chair.  The  usual 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  concluded  the 
proceedings. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

The  first  annual  general  meeting  took  place  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  3 — Mr.  Robert  Snare  presiding. 
The  report  (including  statement  of  accounts  and 
balance  sheet)  was  eminently  satisfactory,  and 
was  unanimously  adopted  ;  the  chairman  making 
a  few  remarks  as  to  the  favourable  financial 
position  disclosed  by  the  accovints,  the  year 
finishing  with  a  cash  balance  (in  hand  and  at 
banker's)  of  £33  19s.  2d.,  whilst  the  statement  of 
assets  and  liabilities  showed  £51  18s.  9d.  in  the 
society's  favour.  The  election  of  officers,  etc., 
for  1903  then  took  place,  and  resulted  as 
follows  : — Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  being  elected 
a  vice-president  in  the  place  of  the  late  Mr.  George 
Chambers,  and  there  being  other  changes  of  a 
minor  character.  Vice-Presidents  :  C.  H.  Cook, 
Esq.  ;  Dr.  W.  J.  S.  Ladell ;  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. ; 
Wm.  Senior,  Esq.  Committee :  Messrs.  E.  P. 
Beamont,  R.  Davison,  C.  E.  Fosbrooke,  T.  Gil- 
bert, T.  W.  Maynard,  R.  Snare,  A.  Taylor,  S. 
Wertheim,  R.  Williams.  Hon.  Secretary  :  Mr.  C.  S. 
Bentley.  Hon.  Treasurer  :  Mr.  A,  W.  Parker.  Hon. 
Accountant:  Mr.  Ernest  Bentley.  Hon.  Librarian: 
Mr.  J.  Dryden.  Hon.  Curator  :  Mr.  J.  Hurren.  Hon. 
Auditors  ;  Messrs.  A.  L.  Harris  and  G.  W.  Lloyd. 
Further  elections  took  place  as  follows  : — As  dele- 
gates to  Anglers'  Association,  Messrs.  A.  W. 
Parker  and  E.  H.  Cox,  whilst  Messrs.  Fosbrooke 
and  Salisbury  were  elected  to  represent  the  Society 
at  the  Central  Association.  The  special  and 
annual  business  having  been  transacted,  fishing 
reports  were  made  by  Messrs.  Hurren,  Beamont, 
J.  Warne,  Snare,  Appleyard,  and  Fosbrooke.  Dr. 
Ladell  exhibited  a  fine  specimen  of  Diodon,  also  a 
large  and  curious  specimen  of  skin  (with  enormous 
scales  in  situ)  of  "green  fish"  (so  called  by  the 
fishermen  in  the  Pacific),  a  fish  of  very  large  size, 
apparently  of  ths  Wrasse  family.  The  usual  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  proceed- 
ings.— O.  S.  Bentley. 
Greenwich  Angling  Society — 

At  our  annual  general  meeting  for  the  election 
of  officers  for  1903  and  revision  of  rules,  the 
following  members  were  unanimously  elected  : — 
Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett,  president;  Messrs.  W.  Marshall, 
Presoott  Clay,  J.  Cooper,  and  G.  Young,  vice- 
presidents  ;  Mr.  T.  J.  Church,  chairman  ;  Mr.  C. 
Taylor,  vice-chairman ;  Messrs.  French,  Dupere, 
Wack,  Thompson,  Scoble,  Scott,  Slatter  and 
Orsman,  committee ;  Mr.  F.  Neary,  treasurer ; 
Mr.  W.  Gorton,  librarian ;  and  Mr.  J.  Dryden, 
secretary.  After  passing  the  accounts  for  1902, 
which  shows  £31  in  the  Post  Office  Bank  and  £3 
in  treasurer's  hands,  some  slight  alterations  were 
made  as  to  weighing  in  fish  for  the  future.  Votes 
of  thanks  were  passed  to  the  officers  for  their  past 
services,  and  a'so  to  Mr.  Church  for  presiding. 
We  fish  the  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society  at 
Pangbourne,  on  Feb.  15,  for  the  "  Mackrell 
Shield";  this  is  the  final  match,  each  club 
having  won  one  of  the  two  previous  matches.  A 
supper  is  also  to  be  paid  for  by  the  losers. — J.  D. 
Gresham  Angling  Society — ■ 

Mr.  C.  Gill  preside'd  at  the  committee  meeting, 
and  Mr.  S.  H.  Meyers  at  the  ordinary  meeting 
which  followed  on  Tuesday  last,  when  a  large 
number  of  members  were  present.  Messrs.  Riches 
and  Hayward  reported  having  taken  some  good 
roach  from  Kelvedon ;  Mr.  Emery,  on  the  Lea,  a 
quantity  of  pike  and  chub,  and  a  handsome  perch 
of  IJlb.  on  a  spoon  bait;  Mr.  Salmond  visited  the 


Kennet  and  was  successful  in  paterno.stering  for 
perch,  his  largest  fish  scaling  l.^lb.  ;  Messrs. 
Zerfass  and  Borthwick,  on  the  Avon,  took  a 
number  of  pike,  b\it  they  mostly  ran  rather 
small ;  Mr.  Gill  visited  the  Thames,  and  secured 
some  good  roach  ;  Mr.  S.  Meyers,  with  a  friend, 
fished  some  private  water,  and  took  thirty-six 
jack,  the  largest  going  12Jlb.  Other  motribers 
were  out,  but  results  proved  poor.  A  new  member 
was  proposed,  and  applications  from  others  seeking 
admission  to  the  society  were  received.  Members 
are  requested  to  remember  that  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer 
reads  his  paper  next  Tuesday,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
there  will  be  a  good  attendance.  Votes  of  thanks 
were  accorded  to  Mr.  Gill  for  his  services  in  com- 
mittee, and  to  Mr.  S.  H.  Meyers  for  presiding  at 
the  ordinary  meeting.  The  toast  of  the  Gresham 
closed  the  meeting.  A  special  general  meeting, 
convened  in  accordance  with  Rule  3  (D),  will  bo 
held  on  Feb.  24,  at  8  p.m.  prompt,  to  formulate 
rules  relating  to  the  fence  months  for  coarse  fish. 
— F.  E.  Eldred,  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society— 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  occupied  the  chair  on  Jan.  4, 
Following  the  ordinary  routine  business  the 
society's  billiard  handicap  occupied  attention, 
and  the  first  heats  will  be  played  next  Wednesday. 
A  report  was  received  stating  that  if  no  heavy 
rains  occur  in  the  interim  our  Barford  water  will 
be  in  good  condition  for  the  week  end  and 
beginning  of  next  week.  Mr.  Clements  showed 
some  pretty  roach  from  our  Thatcham  Fishery — 
best  lib.  2|oz.  He  also  took  a  nice  trout  which 
was,  of  course,  returned  ;  and  members  might  do 
worse  than  pay  this  water  more  attention  for 
coarse  fish.  Other  members  reporting  fish  were  : — 
Mr.  J.  C.  Webb,  a  few  small  pike  ;  Mr.  G.  Westrup, 
a  brace  of  pike  about  81b.  from  the  Ouso  ;  Mr.  P. 
J.  Jagels,  a  few  nice  roach,  and  a  pike  of  21b.  with 
paste  from  the  Lea. — G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  when  the  following  angling  experiences 
were  recorded : — Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham,  chub 
from  Uxbridge ;  Mr.  T.  H.  Bacon,  jack  up  to 
61b.  from  Newbury ;  Mr.  Frank  Ward,  Mr.  C.  H. 
By  waters,  and  Mr.  R.  Bradford,  jack  from  private 
water  ;  Mr.  H.  E.  W.  Johnson,  eight  pike  from 
the  Avon,  largest  71b.  ;  Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman,  several 
pike  from  the  same  river  up  to  81b.  ;  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher,  a  I41b.  basket  of  roach  from  the  Thames 
and  a  few  roach  from  Uxbridge.  A  preserved 
Avon  roach  was  exhibited  weighing  21b.  3oz. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society — • 

Mr.  F.  W.  Coles  (president)  ably  occupied  the 
chair  at  the  well-attended  meeting  of  the  Epsom 
Angling  Society  held  last  week  in  their  large 
rooms  at  the  Spread  Eagle  Hotel,  Epsom,  when 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak")  read  a  paper 
entitled  the  "  Story  of  the  Thames."  The  paper 
proved  to  be  a  gossipy  sketch  of  the  royal  river, 
with  notes  on  its  natural  history,  interspersed 
with  many  interesting  particulars  of  its  fisheries, 
and  the  work  of  the  preservation  societies,  past 
and  present.  The  opinion  was  stronglj'  expressed 
that  the  fishery  would  never  suffer  from  any  fair 
rod  and  line  angling,  provided  the  preservation 
societies  were  properly  supported,  coupled  with  a 
methodical  restocking  at  times  with  suitable 
fish.  It  was  unlikely  that  it  would  become  a 
salmon  river  again,  the  altered  conditions  and 
the  impurity  of  the  stream  for  some  miles  of  its 
course  lending  no  support  to  the  idea.  The  Thames 
must  always  be  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  many 
rather  than  the  few,  and  although  angling  interests 
must  at  times  of  necessity  suffer,  its  shortcomingsin 
that  respect  could  be  counterbalanced  by  judicious 
stocking  and  careful  preservation.  In  proposing 
a  very  heartj'  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Crumplen, 
the  chairman  said  he  had  the  pleasure  to  hand 
him  a  sterling  silver  cigar  case,  which  had  been 
subscribed  for  by  the  members,  as  a  token  of 
regard  and  was  so  inscribed,  and  in  recognition  of 
the  kindly  interest  he  had  always  taken  in  the 
society's  working.  Mr.  Crumplen  having  heartily 
thanked  the  society  for  their  handsome  and  most 
unexpected  gift,  the  musical  portion  of  tha 
evening's  programme  was  gone  through ;  Mr. 
Arthur  Ling,  Mr.  J.  H.  Albert,  Mr.  P.  Wilson, 
and  others  giving  some  excellent  songs,  eliciting 
several  enthusiastic  encores,  in  addition  to  which 
there  was  a  very  fine  gramophone  performance. 
Mr.  Herbert  Glenister  ably  presided  at  the  pi.nno. 
and  Mr.  H.  Skilton  (hon.  sec.)  saw  well  after  the 
general  arrangements.  The  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society's  box  was  opened,  and  with 
the  collection  in  the  room  realised  a  go  jdly  sum, 
after  which  a  most  hearty  vote  of  tlianks  to  Mr. 
Coles  (with  full  musical  honours)  and  the  National 
Anthem  brought  a  most  pleasant  evening  to  a 
close. — Hon.  Sec. 
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Provitieial  flugling  ]lotes 

mtisi  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Trades  Exhibition  opens  at  Binglev  Hall, 
Birmingham,  on  March  30,  when  Mr.  G.  Stanley 
will  offer  a  number  of  prizes  and  silver  cups  for 
specimen  fish  taken  by  members  of  the  Birmingham 
and  District  Association  and  members  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Association.  All  communications  for  entries 
in  connection  with  the  former  association  must  be 
sent  to  Mr.  J.  Rabone,  36,  Paddington-street, 
Summer-lane,  or  Mr.  T.  Coles,  70,  Edgbaston- 
street,  and  those  who  wish  to  enter  under  the 
P.A.A.  to  Mr.  H.  Miller.  1,  Newhall-street.  The 
show  this  year  will  be  the  largest  on  record,  as 
a  large  number  of  fish  that  have  been  set  up  since 
the  last  exhibition  will  be  on  view.  All  exhibitors 
and  the  secretaries  and  presidents  of  clubs  showing 
lish  will  receive  a  free  pass,  which  will  allow  them 
to  visit  the  exhibition  at  any  time.  I  have  just 
received  a  proof  copy  of  the  Birmingham  and 
District  Association  balance-sheet  from  Mr.  J. 
Rabone,  the  secretary.  The  income  for  the  past 
quarter  amounts  to  £84  lis.,  and  after  paying 
all  expenses  the  sum  of  £53  7s.  6d.  will  be 
carried  forward  to  the  credit  of  the  Association. 
Ninety-nine  clubs  have  paid  their  subscriptions  and 
two  clubs  have  still  to  meet  their  payments.  The 
Aston  Britannia  heads  the  list  with  228  members. 
The  Gun  Society  is  a  good  second  with  200  members, 
and  the  Bellbamwith  185  members.  The  Rose  and 
Crown  have  147  members,  and  the  St.  Paul's  160. 
We  have  over  twelve  clubs  who  have  more  than 
one  hundred  members  on  their  books.  The  strength 
of  the  Association  is  5579.  Some  very  fine  pike  have 
been  taken  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Severn  near 
to  Shrewsbury.  Mr.  T.  Coles  received  one  on  Satur- 
day to  send  on  to  Mr.  Cooper  to  be  set  up.  The  fish 
weighed  ISJlb.,  and  was  in  grand  condition.  He 
also  sent  another  up  caught  below  Bridgnorth, 
which  weighed  near  upon  131b.  Some  good  roach 
were  taken  near  to  Arley  by  Mr.  T.  Bate  on  Feb.  1. 
Perch  have  been  going  well  at  the  worm.  Some 
good  chub  have  also  been  taken  at  Arley.  The 
river  is  now  in  good  order,  but  the  Avon  is  as  yet 
in  bad  condition ;  but  without  rain  it  will  be  fish- 
able  on  Saturday. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  conditions  for  angling  are  much  better  all 
round  than  they  were  a  week  ago,  and  not  only 
have  many  local  rods  been  at  work,  but  several 
visitors  have  been  trying  their  skill,  more  par- 
ticularly amongst  the  roach.  The  atmospheric 
conditions  have  been  all  in  favour  of  this  branch 
of  sport,  and  those  who  have  angled  along  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  Witham,  and  used  the  maggot 
and  worm  bait,  have  had  no  cause  to  complain  of 
the  sport  obtained.  Individual  baskets  have  run 
up  to  as  much  as  121b.  per  rod,  and  in  the  liirkstead 
district  several  of  the  ruddy  fellows  have  turned 
the  scale  at  lib.  apiece.  The  Forty-foot,  although 
running  rather  low  at  the  present  time,  is  admirably 
adapted  not  only  for  roach  fishing  but  also  for 
trolling,  and  many  of  those  who  have  been  out 
during  the  past  few  days  have  been  in  quest  of 
pike.  The  Swineshead  and  Hubbert's  Bridge 
sections  of  this  river  are  in  excellent  ply,  and  the 
fresh-water  shark  are  now  begiiming  to  offer  capital 
sport.  Those  who  make  the  journey  to  these 
waters  should  return  well  satisfied,  if  the  doings  of 
two  rods,  which  on  Monday  captured  six  brace 
between  them,  and  weighing  in  the  aggregate  over 
401b.,  is  any  criterion.  The  fine  open  weather  is 
responsible  for  more  than  an  average  number  of 
rods  being  out  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  if  these 
conditions  continue  sport  should  remain  good  for 
some  weeks  to  come. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Last  week-end  heavy  winds  were  very  prevalent 
in  this  district.  However,  on  the  whole,  the  weather 
was  rather  favourable  for  the  angler,  and  in  some 
parts  of  the  river  Hull  a  few  nice  roach  were 
taken,  and  amongst  which  Mr.  F.  Waites,  of  the 
Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  took  a 
few  good  fish  in  that  district ;  and  lower  down 
the  river  at  Wilfholme  and  Arram,  other  anglers 
secured  a  few  fish,  Mr.  C.  Turner,  of  the 
Victoria  Angling  Society,  of  Hull,  showing  one 
of  lib.  5oz.  Several  nice  pike  have  also  been 
secured  by  live-bait  fishing  both  from  the  river 
Hull  and  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  the  latter 
water  being  now  in  very  fair  condition  for 
operations  in  most  parts.  The  Beverley  Angling 
Association  held  their  annual  meeting  the  other 
evening  at  the  Buck  Inn  and  elected  their  executive 
for  the  coming  season,  Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson  being 
elected  to  the  presidential  chair,   Mr.  W,  Scott 


treasurer,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Jobson  hon.  secretary. 
The  St.  Andrew's  Angling  Association,  of  Hull,  also 
held  their  annual  meeting  and  prize  distribution  at 
the  Western  Hotel  last  week,  Mr.  E.  Shepherd  being 
awarded  the  club's  gold  medal  for  most  points  ; 
Messrs.  E.  Barber  and  G.  Sunlay  were  also  the 
recipients  of  a  silver  medal  each. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  roll-call  of  clubs  in  Warrington  has  been 
increased  by  "two  first-class  new  organisations  to  be 
called  respectively  the  Perseverance  Angling  Society 
and  the  Jolly  Anglers'  Angling  Society.  Efficient 
executives  have  been  elected,  and  both  will  show 
allegiance  to  the  premier  association  in  the  town. 
The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  Urmston,  Flixton, 
and  Davyhulme  Angling  Association  has  just  been 
held.  The  report  and  balance-sheet  both  again  testify 
to  the  soundness  of  this  association  in  every  depart- 
ment. Mr.  J.  W.  J  ones  as  secretary  is  sure  to  work  hard 
for  future  efficiency.  A  most  pleasing  report  is  to 
hand  from  the  Peel  Green  Socials.  Their  second 
annual  meeting  was  an  enjoyable  one,  as  nothing 
but  success  has  attended  their  efforts  so  far.  Mr. 
T,  A.  Lloyd  is  secretary.  The  report  of  the  Lune 
Fishery  Board  is  very  interesting  reading,  and  goes 
to  show  how  much  is  attempted  and  done  by  the 
Conservators.  One  item  is  worth  notice  here.  In- 
come from  salmon  licences  £93,  from  trout  licences 
£144.  No  doubt  the  bulk  of  the  latter  is  from  bottom 
fishers,  who  put  themselves  in  line  with  the  law. 
This  is  far  better  than  fighting  the  Board,  and 
makes  their  position  much  stronger  when  they 
make  known  their  wants.  Things  at  Liverpool  are 
moving  along  merrily,  and,  as  usual,  there  is  a 
great  amount  of  activity  to  note. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  quite  cheering  to  hear  of  a  successful  day 
with  the  pike.  Messrs.  Barber,  Barratt,  and 
Mycock  had  from  a  Cheshire  mere  eighteen  fish, 
731b.,  in  four  and  a  quarter  hours.  Two  of  the 
heaviest  are  now  ahve  in  a  tank  at  a  place  of 
amusement  in  this  city.  In  contrast  to  this  report 
must  be  placed  one  where  five  rods  took  one  pike, 
l|lb.  this  week  from  a  "pike  paradise"  ;  all  the 
fish  were  black  listed,"  and  not  on  the  feed. 
Last  Tuesday  the  Ardwick  Angling  Society  had  a 
most  successful  musical  evening.  Next  Monday  they 
are  to  have  a  lecture  on  a  local  well-known  and 
historical  canal  fishery  by  a  city  rod.  The 
Hulme  Crown  Anghng  Society  are  noted  for  a 
special  meeting  next  Monday.  To-day,  Feb.  7, 
the  Wyresdale  anglers  are  holding  an  important 
meeting  at  the  Grosvenor  Hotel  in  this  city.  To- 
day, also,  the  Royal  Walton  Angling  Society  are 
expecting  a  fine  consignment  of  fish  from  Mr.  Cod- 
dington,  Dogdyke.  Last  Tuesday  the  Kingfishers 
disposed  of  their  monthly  meeting,  the  busi- 
ness being  of  importance.  The  Duchy  Ang- 
ling Society  report  the  completion  of  their  stock- 
ing programme  for  the  present.  The  Longsight 
Victorias  had  an  exceptionally  successful  social  at 
Belle  Vue,  the  music  being  excellent. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  less  boisterous,  and  many 
anglers  have  patronised  the  various  reaches  of  the 
Trent,  which  has  receded  to  almost  summer  level. 
At  Weston,  last  Saturday,  two  Derby  gentlemen 
(Messrs.  Chapman)  creeled  upwards  of  501b.  of 
bream  and  roach  with  the  tail  end  of  the 
lob-worm.  On  Tuesday,  roach  were  got  in  the 
same  fishery  by  Mr.  W.  Truswell  and  Mr.  J. 
French,  and  numbers  of  the  red  -  eyed  species 
have  come  to  hand  from  Clifton,  Barton,  and 
Rolleston.  There  has  not  been  much  doing  amongst 
chub,  although  the  river  at  the  period  of  writing 
was  clear  enough  for  the  use  of  greaves,  pith, 
and  brains.  On  Thursday  (Jan.  29)  Messrs.  T. 
Barnett,  R.  Fleeman,  and  J.  T.  Hildred  caught  a 
score  of  pike  in  private  waters.  They  only  kept  the 
best.  On  the  same  day  another  party  of  local  gentle- 
men enjoyed  rare  sport,  returning  with  fish  weighing 
23^1b.,  181b.,  and  121b.  respectively.  A  few  small 
pike  have  been  secured  on  the  Shardlow  waters  of 
the  Trent,  whilst  others  have  been  met  with  at 
Hazleford,  Hoveringham,  and  Stoke.  Mr.  John 
Binder,  of  the  City  Waltonian  Society,  has  creeled 
on  the  Forty-foot  at  Swineshead  a  roach  of  2^1b. 
It  was  a  grand  fish,  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  Mr. 
A.  Rogers,  our  local  taxidermist,  has  it  in  hand  for 
preservation  for  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the  popular  hon. 
sec.  of  the  City  Wellington  Society.  A  few  salmon 
are  reported  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Trent. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  the  rivers  is  still  high,  but  in  fairly 
good  condition,  and  some  few  rods  have  been  out, 
and  with  the  paste  some  very  respectable  dishes  of 
roach  have  been  caught  in  the  Severn,  and  some 
chub  with  blood  and  brains  and  with  cheese  paste. 


The  Teme  was  tried  with  the  maggot  and  fly.  One 
solitary  grayling  was  taken  with  the  maggot  and  a 
few  fine  dace,  but  no  sport  was  had  with  the  fly. 
The  pike  are  on  the  feed  just  now  ;  some  eight  fish 
have  been  taken  between  Camp  and  Holt  Weirs  in 
the  Severn,  the  largest  was  caught  by  Mr.  H.  Smith, 
and  scaled  9^1b.  Four  pike  were  taken  in  the  Teme 
at  Knightwick  on  Monday,  one  caught  by  Mr. 
Lewis  weighed  12  Jib.  and  in  grand  condition. 
Several  were  caught  in  the  Avon,  near  DeSord,  on 
Feb.  1.  Mr.  C.  Price  had  three,  one  91b.  Three 
were  taken  below  Fladbury  with  live  baits,  heaviest 
101b. ;  and  Mr.  Hale,  of  Evesham,  had  two,  caught 
at  Moor,  one  13Jlb.  and  the  other  5Jlb.  Salmon 
fishiiig  commenced  here  on  Monday  last,  and  the 
opening  was  good.  Owing  to  the  favourable  state 
of  the  river  last  month  a  lot  of  fish  came  up  the 
river,  and  the  nets  are  doing  well.  On  Monday 
there  were  four  boats  out  very  early,  and  Charles 
Webb,  fishing  for  Mr.  Hunt,  caught  a  fish  of  201b. 
weight  at  Teme's  mouth.  Fred  Jenkins  caught 
two,  one  181b.  and  the  other  221b. ;  and  on  Tuesday 
Hollingshead  had  a  221b.  fish  in  grand  condition, 
and  C.  Webb  and  F.  Jenkins  caught  several  each. 
The  fish  are  worth  four  shillings  per  pound.  The 
first  fish  caught  was,  as  usual,  sent  to  London  per 
early  train. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  season  for  the  Nidderdale  Angling  Club, 
according  to  the  report  made  to  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  members,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a 
good  one,  the  river  having  generally  been  low  and 
clear.  The  club,  however,  is  in  a  satisfactory  con- 
dition, and  there  are  reasons  for  encouragement. 
During  the  year  500  yearling  trout  were  supplied 
by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  and  the  club  also 
purchased  600.  Pike  and  roach  anglers  who  had 
anticipated  excellent  sport  have  been  disappointed 
by  the  fiooded  state  of  the  streams,  which  have 
been  running  bankful  and  very  discoloured.  The 
conditions,  fortunately,  have  improved  since  last 
week-end,  the  rivers  having  lowered  considerably, 
and  satisfactory  catches  of  coarse  fish  are 
being  made.  The  question  how  far  the  Foss 
could  be  turned  to  a  better  account  as  an 
angling  river  engages  attention  in  spare 
moments.  At  present  poachers  have  a  free  hand, 
and  a  system  of  restocking  with  fish  would  need  to 
be  protected  against  them.  In  the  same  connection 
a  purer  state  of  the  waters  would  be  necessary  to 
the  successful  propagation  and  growth  of  the  fish. 
At  present  the  passage  of  fish  from  the  Ouse  into 
the  Foss  is  retarded  by  the  contaminating  process 
engendered  by  the  manufacturing  works  in  the  city, 
coupled  with  the  alteration  which  has  been  made  in 
the  Castle  Mill  Lock  at  its  outfall  into  the  Ouse. 
The  Foss  has  many  features  of  a  good  fishing  stream, 
which  are  hardly  likely  to  be  overlooked  when  more 
advantageous  conditions  prevail.  A  favourable 
view  is  taken  of  the  suggested  federation  of  anglers, 
it  being  recognised  that  reforms  of  various  kinds 
could  then  be  given  effect  to,  by  which  anglers  in 
all  districts  would  be  influenced. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Heavy  snow  has  fallen  generally  throughout  the 
coimtry  and  the  weather  has  been  very  cold.  A 
change,  however,  has  set  in,  and  heavy  rain  is  now 
frequent  especially  in  the  southern  districts.  The 
returns  from  all  the  principal  waters  where  angling 
opened  on  Feb.  1  show  that  sport  has  been  poor  on 
the  majority  of  waters  so  far.  All  waters  are  too 
high  to  afford  much  chance  of  sport,  but  prospects 
are  brightening  at  time  of  writing.  Scarcely 
anything  worth  recording  has  been  done  at 
Waterville  so  far  owing  to  the  existing  climatic  con- 
ditions, which  are  so  much  against  lake  fishing. 
Pollack  fishing  has  been  tried  at  a  few  stations  on 
the  south-western  coast  with  varying  success.  Some 
hake  have  been  had  in  a  few  places  in  county  Cork. 


A  Salmon  Landed  at  Clydebank. — Large  pub- 
licity was  given  some  time  ago  in  your  valuable 
paper  regarding  the  capture  of  a  trout  in  the  river 
Clyde  by  one  of  the  Glasgow  pohce  officials,  and 
perhaps  the  following  facts  regarding  the  landing  of 
a  salmon  during  the  high  tide  yesterday  within  the 
shipbuilding  yard  occupied  by  Messrs.  John  Brown 
and  Co.,  Ltd.,  at  Clydebank,  may  be  interesting. 
After  being  landed  on  one  of  the  wharfs  it  jumped 
about  for  some  considerable  time,  and  latterly  was 
placed  in  a  tank  of  fresh  water,  where  it  swam  about 
for  about  an  hour,  when  suddenly  it  turned  on  its 
back  and  died.  Although  not  examined  by  any 
specialist  it  was  seen  by  several  of  the  workmen — 
expert  anglers — who  declared  it  to  be  a  splendid 
specimen,  beautifully  marked,  measuring  2ft.  3in., 
and  weighing  ejlb. — I  am,  etc.,  W.  S.  R. — Glasgow 
Evening  News,  Feb.  2. 
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ABSOLUTE  SECURITY 

Cennine  CARTER'S  LITTLE  LIVER  PILLS  mst  to 
Fac-sMe  Signature  of 


Absolutely  CUYQ 
BILIOUSNESS. 
SICK  HEADACHE. 
TORP.D  LIVER. 
FURRED  TONGUE. 
INDIGESTION. 
CONSTIPATION. 
DIZZINESS. 
SALLOW  SKIN. 


ARTER'S 

ITTLE 
IVER 


They  TOUCH  the  L  i  V  E  R 

Genuine  Wrapper  Printed  on 
WHITE  PAPER.  BLUE  LETTERS. 

I<ook  for  the  Signature 


Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose. 
Small  Price. 


FOURTH    EDITION   NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6d. 
tondon  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  Hou3e,iFetter  Lane,  E.C. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
Xe/-  net. 


London  : 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd  , 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


RUN  NO  RISK 


KEATINCS 
LOZENGES 
.  CURE  . 


THE  WORST  COUGH 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recouended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THE 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Beat  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(Fop  spinning  op  TROLLING), 

Made  in  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
Sam.  Allcook  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  Leb,  4,  Blm  Grove, 
Peckham,  S.E.   Lftrge  size,  1/6 ;  small,  1/3. 


P.  D.  MALLOOH, 

High=class  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
PERTH,  N.B. 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
T«n  Gold  and  Prize  Xdedsila  iLwa,x>ded. 


Telegrams—"  MALLOCH,  PERTH." 


Telephone — No.  31 


Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


MALCOM  &  CO., 


Inventors  of  the 
TANNED  ANGOLA 


WADING  TROUSERSp  45/- 

"  TANNEID  ANGOLA" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

CATAL0QUE5  GRATIS. 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

PATRON :  H.M.  THE  KING. 

President :  H.R.H.The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

ASH  WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  25,  1903, 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 
THE 

LIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD 

SULLIVAN. 


Miss  EVANGELINE  FLORENCE. 
Miss   MAGGIE  PURVIS. 
Madame   KIRKBY  LUNN. 
Mr.   WILLIAM  GREEN. 
Mr.    KENNERLEY  RUMFORD. 
Mr.    FREDERICK  RANALOW. 


BAND    AND   CHORUS   ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist   -   JUr.  H.  L.  Balfour. 

CONDUCTOR     -     SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 

Doors  Open  at  7  ;  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  73.  6d.   Arena,  68. 
Boxes,  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  3s.  Od. 
K  1  nn-a  i    KeseFved      (rows  1  to  4)   ...  63. 
caicony  ^    Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8)   ...  4s. 
GALLERY  (prombnadb)  ONE  SHILLING. 
Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  and  usual  Agents 


THE  IMPROVED  COXON  "AERIAL"  REEL 

(Patent).  The  lightest,  the  most  perfect,  and  the 
most  durable  in  the  world.  This  reel,  manufac- 
tured of  ebonite  and  aluminium,  is  a  veritable 
triumph  of  mechanical  skill,  and  is  adapted  to  all 
descriptions  of  angling.  Light  quill  floats  may 
easily  be  thrown  40  yards  with  it.  Large  barrel, 
no  warping,  and  entirely  free  from  complica- 
tions. 3 in.,  20s.  ;  4 in.,  24*.  ;  H  in.,  27s.  (includes 
optional  clieck).  With  wooden  back,  3s.  each 
less.  Mk.  R.  B.  MARSTON,  in  "Fishing 
Gazette"  of  November  15,  1902,  says:  "I 
think  it  is  a  great  feather  in  Mr.  Coxon's  cap 
that  his  '  delicate  '  Aerial  Reel  sliould  have  stood 
the  strain  of  a  tight  with  such  a  grand  salmon." 
(Taken  on  Vos  River,  Norway,  in  July,  1902,  and 
weighed  58i  lbs.).— Apply  Hknky  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. — My  book, 
"How  to  Catch  Fish,"  &c.,  still  for  sale.  Is.  M., 
postage  free.   Cash  with  all  orders. 


MOTTLED  EAST  INDIAN 

RODS,  18  FEET  LONG, 

1/6  each,  or  15/-  per  dozen. 

LARGE  STOCK  TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 

Glass  Minnow  Traps,  2/6.    With  Zinc 
Protection,  3/6.    Large  Size,  4/6. 

Reels,  Lines,  Flics,  and  Tackle  In 
g^reat   variety,    Best    Quality,  and 
Reasonable  in  Price. 

REPAIRS    TO    RODS  rROiaPTLT 
AND  CAREFULLY  DOXE. 

PRICE  LIST  FREE. 

H.WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  St.,  LIVERPOOL 


Salmon  Fishing, 


Prospectus  and  Rules  for  1903 
now  ready. 

CATCH  LAST  SEASON  (8  rods),  1,726 

Whole  Season  ItotI,  February 
to  September  inclusive, 
60  Guineas. 


Apply,  W.  N.  MILNE,  Superintendent, 
Fishery  Office,  Galway. 


FOR  SALE, 

A  PRETTY  FREEHOLD  COTTAGE, 

double-fronted ;  tithe  free  ;  containing  five 
rooms — also  outhouse  ;  walled-in  garden  (lialf 
an  acre),  well  stockeil  with  fruit  and  veget- 
ables ;  side  entrance  ;  half  a  mile  from  Mildeu- 
hall  Station,  Suffolk  ;  close  to  river  Lark,  where 
good  fishing  is  to  be  had  on  application. — -^pply, 
Howes,  "  Red  Lion  "  Inn,  Freckenham,  .Sohani, 
Suffolk. 
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^offings       f^c  i^ae. 

Every  sotmd  is  sweet  ; 

Myriads  of  rivulets  hurrying  thro'  the  lawn. 
The  moan  of  doves  in  immemorial  elms. 
And  murmuring  of  innumerable  bees. 

Tennyson. 


The  great  "Oyster  Scare  "  question  will  be  dis- 
cussed at  the  B.S.A  S.  on  Feb,  18;  Mr.  Coleman 
will  read  a  paper,  and  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by 
Mr.  Wrench  Towse.  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  rather 
anticipated  some  points  of  this  discussion  when  on 
Wednesday  night  he  made  some  very  pertinent 
remarks,  contrasting  modern  methods  of  dealing 
with  oysters  with  the  good  old-fashioned  ways  of 
the  good  old  days  when  oysters  were  oysters,  and 
capable  of  being  crossed  in  love  as  well  as  being 
spoiled  by  sewage. 

*  »  «  »  » 

If  Mr.  Francis  J.  Bursill  undertook  to  lecture  on 
"Astronomy,"  he  would  be  certain  to  tell  his  audi- 
ence something  interesting  about  the  methods  of 
playing  chess  in  China,  So,  on  Wednesday  night, 
when  announced  to  gossip  on  "  Fishes,"  he  gave  an 
antiquarian  historical  ramble  from  Dan  to  Beer- 
sheba,  from  Islington  to  Coolgardie.  Yet  it  was 
all  interesting— all  just  the  sort  of  stuff  that  fisher- 
men enjoy  ;  they  expected  to  get  whiting  and  they 
caught  "cod."  The  lecture,  the  pictures,  everything 
pleased  everybody,  and  when  next  F.  J.  B.  puts  in 
an  appearance  as  raconteur  may  I  be  there  to  hear 
and  see. 


The  St.  Albans  Angling  Society  had  a  record 
night  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  from  clubs  on  the 
Central  Association.  The  president,  Mr.  J.  Davis, 
occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  A.  Porter  the  vice-chair. 
The  lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  entitled 
"  Rambles  for  Holidays  and  Fishing  by  the  South- 
Eastern  Railway,"  his  many  up-to-date  views  of 
the  seaside  resorts,  coupled  with  interesting  fishing 
spots  on  the  rivers  Stour,  Medway,  Wye,  and  Hythe 
Canal,  being  greatly  appreciated. 

■  ♦  

The  Merry  Anglers  had  a  capital  dinner  and 
jollification  on  Tuesday  evening  last  to  celebrate 
the  removal  to  more  commodious  premises  at  the 
Rushton  Arms.  Rushton  Street,  Islington.  Mr. 
James  Marshall  occupied  the  chair.  The  only 
toasts  were  "The  King"  and  "Success  to  the 
Club,"  the  rest  of  the  evening  being  devoted  to 
harmony. 

From  an  old  friend  comes  the  following  : — "  Dear 
Drag,-— On  Sunday",  dij;carding  my  rod,  I  '  went 
a- walking.'  Reaching  Gravesend  as  early  as  9.30, 
I  set  out  in  company  with  some  friends — one  a 
descendant  of  Charles  Kean  the  actor,  another 
(Mr.  Geo.  Sawlo,  of  Rochester)  a  personal  friend  of 
the  late  Charles  Dickens,  and  two  others— to  walk 
to  Chatham.  Through  the  quaint  little  village  of 
Singlewell,  across  country  to  Cobham,  with  all  its 
interesting  relics  of  the  great  author,  through 
beautiful  Darnley  Park  to  Strood,  then  over  the 
bridge— that  bridge  from  whence  the  immortal 
Pickwick  first  viewed  the  "magnificent  ruin"  of 
Rochester  Castle,  that  bridge  over  which  Dismal 
Jemmy  thought  was  the  true  road  to  rest  and 
peace— and  so  on  to  Chatham,  with  its  hills  and 
forts,  etc.,  etc.,  and  back,  was,  considerino-  the 
state  of  the  ground,  not  altogether  such  a  bad^little 
journey.  Truly,  Richard  (one  of  my  friends)  broke 
down,  and  neither  was  Charles  Kean  the  Second 
much  better,  but  what  a  walk  !  Only  one  thing, 
dear  Drag,  damped  my  hopes  and  expectations.' 
Throughout  the  whole  journey  not  a  fishing  spot 
could  I  discover,  not  one  could  I  hear  of.  It  did 
seem  so  strange  to  be  in  the  country  and  not  to 
hear  of  a  big  catch  of  something.  Please  tell  me, 
was  not  Dickens  an  angler  ?  "  [I  have  rephed^ 
"  How  the  Dickens  should  I  know  '!  "J 


My  friend  took  his  ramble  through  Kent  a  little 
too  late.  He  would  have  heard  of  some  fish  had  he 
peregrinated  some  300  years  ago.  In  1574,  near 
St.  Peter's,  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  a  monstrous  fish 
(says  Hasted)  shot  himself  onshore  on  a  little  sand, 
now  called  Fishness,  where,  for  want  of  water,  it 
died  next  day.  His  roaring  was  heard  above  a  mile  : 
his  length  was  twenty-two  yards;  the  nether  jaw 
opening  twelve  feet.  One  of  his  eyes  was  more  than 
a  cart  and  six  horses  could  draw.  A  man  stood 
upright  in  the  socket.  The  thickness  from  his  back 
to  the  top  of  his  belly  was  fourteen  feet ;  his  tail 
the  same  breadth.  The  distance  between  his  eyes 
twelve  feet.  Three  men  stood  upright  in  his  mouth. 
Some  of  his  ribs  were  fourteen  feet  long,  his  tongue 
fifteen  feet,  his  liver  two  cart  loads,  and  a  man 
might  creep  into  his  nostrils.  It  sold  at  Deal  for 
two  and  twenty  guineas."  [When  next  such  a  fish 
13  caught  I  will  not  take  the  lot  for  guineas,  but  I 
don't  mind  a  penny  middle  piece.] 


Joe  I^lvin,  who  is  appearing  at  the  Oxford  and  at 
Camberwell  in  different  sketches,  tells  some  weird 
things.  It  was  during  the  mania  for  performing 
insects  and  things  that  Joe  Elvin  rushed  in  with 
news  of  a  troupe  of  performing  worms.  "  They  do 
lots  of  things  now,"  said  Elvin,  "  but  in  three  weeks 
they  will  be  marvels."  "When  can  I  look  them 
°^T^r     .  excited  agent.   "  Monday  ?  "  "No, 

not  ^Monday,  '  said  Elvin.  "  Wal  Pink  is  doing  a 
day  s  fishing  with  them  on  Monday."  Wal  Pink, 
the  music-hall  author,  is  an  expert  angler. 

There  is  generally  a  good  fishing  story  in  that 
curious  and  most  amusing  paper  "The  Wheel  of 
Fortuns."  Here  is  the  latest.  It  was  a  beautiful 
autumn  evening,  and  the  fish  of  that  picturesqu? 
river,  the  Barrow,  were  waiting  to  be  caught.  My 
father,  who  usually  accompanied  me  on  these 
expeditions,  and  who  was  more  than  handy  with  his 
landing  net,  on  this  occasion  asked  a  gentlemen  to 
form  a  trio,  and  the  latter,  having  no  piscatorial 
tastes  whatever,  consented,  in  his  own  words,  "just 
for  the  fun  of  the  thing."  Having  rigged  up  my 
rod,  I  playfully  asked  the  novice  to  try  a  few  casts. 
Judge  of  our  combined  astonishment  and  horror  to 
find  that  his  third  erratic  essay  had  hooked  an 
exceedingly  pretty  fish  in  the  shape  of  a  young 
lady  of  some  nineteen  summers,  who  waa  quietly 
sauntering  along  the  bank,  enjoying  the  cool  of  the 
evening.  Apologies  and  blushes  followed  in  rapid 
succession.  About  three  years  later  when  I  had 
quite  forgotten  this  incident,  I  met  my  friend 
again,  who  invited  me  to  his  house— as  hs  laugh- 
ingly put  it,  "just  to  introduce  you  to  the  fish  I 
caught  that  evening."  The  young  lady  had  become 
his  wife. 


Mr.  H.  Creeke,  a  member  of  the  Forest  Gate 
Piscatorials,  captured  a  fine  pike  of  141b.  on  Feb.  1. 
It  was  taken  at  Langford,  on  the  Blackwater. 


Mr.  G.  R.  Sims  ("  Dagonet  ")  is  at  it  again.  Not 
content  with  thrilling  the  universe  with  his  vivid 
"Living  London,"  he  is  going  in  for  still  more 
starthng  work  by  placing  before  us  "Men  and 
Women."  A  journal  with  this  title  will  appear 
every  Friday— no  mere  "  Who's  What  ?  "  catalogue 
of  celebrities,  but  a  live,  moving,  graphic  procession 
of  all  the  human  documents  who  go  to  make  up  the 
great  bundle— Humanity.  This  will  be  a  hit,  for 
the  world  is  beginning  to  realise  that  "  the  proper 
study  of  mankind  is  man,"  and  I  add  to  Pope's 
lines — "  Woman." 


Mr.  Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincoln- 
shire, has  a  very  large  number  of  fine  perch  to 
sell  this  season,  running  from  three  to  ten  inches 
long.  Prices  may  be  had  on  application.  This  will 
answer  several  inquiries  as  to  where  perch  for 
stocking  could  be  obtained. 


On  Jan.  31,  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell  wrote  a  most 
interesting  article  in  the  Times  on  "  Salmon  Fishing 
in  1902."  A  correspondent  (Mr.  J.  S.  Dugdale) 
replied  as  follows  :  "  It  may  interest  readers  to 
know  that  a  larger  fish  than  any  recorded  there  was 
taken  with  the  fly  by  my  keeper  on  June  16  last 
in  the  River  Ewe  at  Poole  we.  in  Ross-shire.  The 
fish  was  sent  to  me  in  England,  and  was  a  splendid 
fresh-run  male  fish,  weighing  501b.  This  is  the 
heaviest  fish  ever  caught  in  the  Ewe,  and  apparently 
the  heaviest  taken  with  the  fly  in  the  United  Kin<j- 
dom  in  the  year  1902."  ° 


The  propriety  of  telephones  in  public-houses  was 
discussed  by  the  Rotherham  magistrates  recently  on 
an  application  to  transfer  a  licence.  On  an  admis- 
sion that  there  was  a  telephone  in  the  house,  the 
magistrate's  clerk  said  :  "  You  know  what  the  tele- 
phone was  put  there  f or  ?  "  The  applicant :  "It  is 
really  for  the  Anglers'  Association."  The  clerk: 
"Where  do  the  anglers  want  to  telephone?  You 
don't  telephone  to  a  fish  that  you  want  to  catch  it. 
In  plain  English,  the  telephone  was  put  and  kept 
there  for  betting  purposes,  and  for  nothing  else." 
The  applicant  undertook  to  have  the  instrument 
removed.  [The  clerk  was  right.  An  angler  does  not 
telephone  to  a  fish,  he  drops  him  a  line.] 

The  next  concert  of  "Ye  Olde  Porte  Musical 
Society  "  takes  place  at  The  Portugal,  154,  Fleet- 
street,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  10,  when  W.  G.  George 
(the  hero  of  a  hundred  runs)  takes  the  chair.  An 
excellent  programme  has  been  provided,  and  a  "  full 
house"  should  result. 


The  February  part  of  "M'Call'sRacing  Chronicle,  ' 
published  at  7,  Hunter-street,  Liverpool,  is  now 
before  me.  With  the  advent  of  flat  racing  anglers 
and  others  will  no  doubt  be  rewarded  by  a  perusal 
of  its  pages. 


The  water  bailiff's  lot,  like  the  life  of  the  police- 
man, is  not  altogether  unalloyed  bliss.  The  Rhaya- 
der and  Newbridge  Assize  cases,  where  the  bailiffs 
were  beaten  severely,  show  a  deficiency  in  our  laws. 
The  J udge's  remarks  were  a  serious  reflection  upon 
the  intelligence  of  Radnorshire  juries.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  men  who  beat  and  injured  the  bailiffs 
in  the  execution  of  their  duty  will  be  brought  to 
justice  somehow. 


A  REPORT  has  appeared  in  the  Daily  Chronicle 
stating  "  on  high  authority  "  that  the  Crystal  Palace 
has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Imre  Kiralfy,  while  the 
names  of  Mr.  H.  T.  Hartley,  of  the  London  Exhibi- 
tions Company,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Wilkinson,  late 
secretary  of  the  Royal  Aquarium  Company,  are 
associated  with  the  vacant  post  of  manager.  Well, 
whether  the  report  is  true  or  not,  I  am  glad  to  see 
well-known  names  so  prominently  mentioned.  My 
friend  Imre  has  a  name  which  spells  "success," 
Mr.  Hartley  will  enter  heartily  into  any  enterprise, 
and  Mr.  Wilkinson  can  be  relied  vipon  to  be  the 
courteous  and  energetic  man  we  all  know. 

That  merriest,  most  prolific  of  modern  literary 
humorists,  W.  Carter  Piatts,  who,  when  he  is  not 
out  after  the  North  Country  trout  and  grayling, 
is  industriously  engaged  in  fishing  endless  fun 
out  of  his  ink-well  with  a  pen,  has  in  the 
press  another  volume  in  his  characteristic  style, 
which  will  be  published  immediately  by  Messrs. 
Jarrold  &  Sons,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Crickleton 
Chronicles,  or  the  Cowboy's  Courtship."  The  new- 
book,  I  understand,  narrates  the  amusingly  original 
methods  adopted  by  a  Colorado  ranchman  in  wooing 
an  English  squire's  daughter.  It  is  repleta  with 
the  geni  d  W.  C.  P.'s  rollicking  humour,  and  is  fully 
illustrated.   «  

I  mentioned  the  eel-yarn  to  Ferguson,  thinking 
it  might  interest  him,  says  "  W.  C.  P."  in  the  York- 
shire Weekly  Post.  "  Ya-as,"  he  drawled,  "  it's  purty 
interesting — kinder  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  giant 
jew-fishof  theTooting  Island,  off  California.  Tooting 
Island  ain't  no  great  shakes  of  a  chunk  of  geography, 
being  no  more'n  five  miles  square,  and  mostly 
barren,  but  j^ou  bet  it's  an  almighty  good  spot  for 
fishing  fur  jew-fish  from.  We  was  fishing  thar — 
Hank  Potter  and  me — in  the  seventies,  when  we  got 
hitched  on  to  the  all-firedest  jew-fish  I  ever  came 
across.  The  tackle  was  O.K. — five-ply  piano-wire, 
as  would  hev  held  a  Congressman  to  his  electioneer- 
ing promises,  but  we  couldn't  git  ths  bulge  on  the 
fish  nohow,  although  we  hed  the  line  hitched  round 
the  steam  capstan  on  the  landing-stage,  and  the 
forty  horse-power  engine  panting  and  puffing  and 
hauling  for  all  she  was  worth.  We  stoked  the  boiler 
furnaces  like  mad,  and  jammed  the  safety-velve  to 
get  a  move  on  the  monster ;  but  it  warn't  no  good. 
So,  being  dog-tired,  we  spragged  the  capstan,  and 
turned  in  fur  a  spell.  And  when  we  woke,  dog  me 
cats  ef  that  blamed  jew-fish  hadn't,  pulled  and 
strained  at  the  rope  until  he'd  slewed  the  hull  island 
cl'ar  round  and  towed  it  five  miles  further  out  to 
sea.  And  that's  how  it  is,  if  you  locate  Tooting 
Island  on  an  old  chart,  you'll  find  it  fixed  up  'bout 
half  a  degree  too  far  east." 

Captain  Hatfield  relates:  "Many  years  ag), 
when  I  had  not  been  long  at  sea,  I  could  not  rest  in 
my  berth  for  a  fearful  noise  and  roaring  which 
seemed  to  come  from  the  sea  when  we  were  off  Caps 
Horn.  In  the  morning  I  rose  early  and  went  on 
deck  to  see  what  had  happened,  and  to  my  surprise 
found  the  sea  covered  with  blood.  The  noise  which 
had  kept  me  awake  had  been  caused  by  a  whale 
roaring  when  attacked  by  a  thrasher  and  a 
swordtish.  The  thrasher  has  a  long  flexible  organ 
on  its  tail  serrated  with  sharp  teeth.  Its  mode  of  ' 
warfare  is  to  turn  a  somersault,  landing  on  the 
whale's  back  and  striking  it  with  great  force  with 
its  flexible  tail,  the  teeth  of  which  cut  holes  in  the 
leviathan's  back.  Of  course,  the  whale  can  sink, 
and  thus  get  out  of  reach  of  its  terrible  blows;  but 
underneath  is  the  swordfish,  who,  with  fearful 
thrusts  with  the  weapon  from  which  it  gets  its 
name,  compels  the  poor  persecuted  whale  once 
more  to  seek  the  surface,  only  to  be  attacked  again 
with  fresh  vigour  by  the  thrasher.  The  blood  I  saw 
all  over  the  sea  that  morning  off  Cape  Horn  was  the 
blood  of  a  whale  thus  ruthlessly  attacked." 

Shall  we  have  much  rain  next  week  ?  I  don't 
know — and  I  don't  care.  I  don't  think  anybody 
need  care.  On  Monday,  Andersons  (Ltd.),  37, 
Queen  Victoria-street,  commence  their  great  stock- 
taking sale  —  a  sale  which  will  be  continued 
until  March  2,  by  which  time  every  wise  subject  of 
Edward  VII.  %vill  have  secured,  at  a  wonderfully 
low  rate,  a  waterproof,  which  will,  metaphorically 
speaking,  laugh  at  a  waterspout,  and  say  unto 
Niagara,  "Ha!  ha!"  Garments  for  motoring, 
driving,  hunting,  fishing,  etc.,  will  b3  on  sale,  and 
don't  miss  an  opportunity  is  the  advice  of 
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ITofes  from  tl^c  iTod)^. 


The  weather  ia  moderating,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  effects  of  the  past  atorm  will  have  entirely  dis- 
appeared when  salmon  angling  becomes  general. 

The  Spey  has  gone  down  some  three  feet  within 
twenty-foxir  hours,  and  is  fast  regaining  its  normal 
height.  The  same  with  most  streams  since  the 
blizzard  of  Feb.  1. 


Major  Davidson  wUl  open  the  season  on  his  Dess 
Dee  water  with  old  J ohn  Harper  as  his  gillie. 


The  Banchory  sections  of  the  Dee  have,  I  hear, 
been  rented  to  Col.  Eddis,  who  takes  Crathes,  Mr. 
Burrows,  who  takes  Woodend,  Cairn  ton  to  Lord 
Penrhyn,  Lower  Blackball  the  proprietor,  and 
Durris  to  Mr.  Meakin,  who  has  run  up  a  record 
score  there  during  the  past  three  years  in  succession. 

In  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section  will  be  found  on 
the  opening  day  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell,  while  Lord 
Garrioch,  Hon.  Mr.  Booth,  etc.,  will,  as  usual,  fish 
the  Borrowst^ne  water  by  turns. 

Mr.  George  Blacklaws,  writing  from  Kincardine 
D'Neil,  says :  "  As  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  opening 
here  will  be  good,  as  both  weather  and  water  have 
been  favourable  for  fish  making  up-stream."  (Tues- 
day, Feb.  3.)   

Mr.  Jamieson,  writing  anent  the  tidal  waters, 
eays :  "  As  long  as  the  spates  are  mostly  of  rain 
water,  more  fish  will  come  into  the  river,  but  when- 
ever it  becomes  clear  and  frosty,  then  good-bye  to 
a  good  opening."   

Re  artificial  propagation.  A  few  have  raised 
doubts  as  to  the  ultimate  value  half  a  million  of 
alevins  can  be  to  a  salmon  river  compared  with 
what  a  few  pairs  of  fish  can  do  naturally. 

Half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread  at  all.  It  is 
only  on  this  hypothesis  that  fish  are  prevented 
getting  to  the  redds  that  artificial  propagation  is 
advocated.  Free  the  estuaries  and  rivers  of  all  nets, 
and  then  hatcheries  may  decline  "like  the snowflake 
on  the  river." 


One  of  the  finest  specimens  of  the  sturgeon  was 
last  week  landed  at  the  Aberdeen  market.  It 
measured  8ft.  Sin.  and  weighed  19st.  121b. 


That  was  a  fine  trick  Mr.  Spence,  of  the  Forbes 
Arms,  Alford,  tried  on,  but  it  succeeded.  Four 
years  ago  he  bottled  a  "message  from  the  sea"  at 
the  Forbes  Arms,  Bridge  of  Don,  forty  miles 
inland.  It  (the  message)  ran  that  whoever  picked 
up  the  wanderer  would  be  entitled  to  a  drop  of 
Spence's  best.  Last  week  the  bottle  was  picked  up, 
after  four  years'  knocking  about  the  east  coast, 
and,  of  all  places,  at  Berwick-on-Tweed. 


The  finder  will  keep  his  promise,  he  says,  and 
come  North  for  his  dram,  but  the  chances  are  that 
we'll  have  it  well  accounted  for  before  then. 

Speciai,  Scotch. 


CITY  OF  LONDON  PISCATOEIAL 
SOCIETY. 
Extracts  fbom  the  Report. 

In  presenting  the  first  annual  report  the  com- 
mittee have  to  congratulate  the  members  on  the 
great  success  that  the  society  has  already  achieved. 
Only  founded  in  the  early  part  of  1902  it  has  already 
been  able  to  make  considerable  progress  in  carrying 
out  most  of  the  objects  for  which  the  society  was 
established.  Xhe  start  made  has  been  a  vigorous 
one,  and  the  meetings  in  general  very  well  attended, 
some  of  them  extremely  so.  Among  these  may  be 
enumerated  that  on  the  occasion  of  an  exhibition 
of  tackle  and  fishing  appliances,  which  proved  very 
successful.  An  exhibition  of  books  has  also  been 
held,  and  was  greatly  appreciated.  The  committee 
have  made  every  endeavour  to  provide  fishing  water 
for  the  society's  purposes,  and  a  provisional  arrange- 
ment has  recently  been  effected  whereby  members 
obtain  access  to  a  very  nice  stretch  of  water  in 
Hertfordshire  containing  a  good  stock  of  fish  of  a 
varied  character.  It  is  also  expected  that  other 
water  adjoining  this  fishery  may  be  acquired. 
Meanwhile,  the  committee  will  not  relax  their 
efforts,  and  hope  in  the  ensuing  season  to  provide 
further  fishing  water  in  other  localities  for  members' 
use.  The  formation  of  a  library  has  made  great 
progress.  Financially  the  society  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Devonian. — If  you  will  send  your  address  I  will 
send  particulars  of  the  Rules,  etc.,  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club.    I  cannot  publish  them. 

Fisher  (Rotherham). — The  mussel  bait  ia  used 
in  the  same  way  as  a  spoon  bait  or  other  spinning 
bait. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  CorrespoTidents.] 


LIGHT  RODS. 

Sir, —The  persistent  advocacy  of  light  rods 
constructed  abroad  against  the  heavier  rods  which 
have  foimd  favour  with  the  best  experts  in  dry  fly 
fishing  in  England  is  certainly  leading  one  to  think 
there  must  be  "  an  axe  to  grind  "  somewhere.  All 
the  allegations  at  present  put  forth  in  favour  of 
light  rods  go  no  further  than  that  a  rod  of  half  the 
weight  of  those  we  commonly  use,  and  much  shorter, 
will  kill  trout.  But  there  is  nothing  new  in  the 
idea  of  light  rods  and  short  rods.  Had  such  toys 
been  fit  for  the  best  work  in  dry  fly  fishing,  our 
best  experts  for  years  past  would  have  bought  the 
''  ladies'  "  rods,  the  cotton  reels,  and  thread  lines. 
But  how  does  it  work  out?  Every  rod  with  a  well- 
known  fisherman's  name  attached  to  it  is  a  weapon 
fit  to  cope  with  the  difficulties  of  wind  and  weather, 
wide  waters,  long  casts,  and  heavy  fish.  Let  me 
cite  some  :  Sir  Edward  Grey's  rod,  10ft.  6in.,  12oz. ; 
the  Halford  Priceless,  lOft.  3in.,  lOoz. ;  the  Harden, 
10ft.  Bin.  ;  the  Marston,  10ft.  9in.  ;  the  Major 
Turle,  lift.  6in. ;  Cholmondeley-Pennel,  10ft.  7in., 
lOoz. ;  the  H.  S.  Hall,  10ft.  6in.;  the  Pritt,  10ft.  6in., 
and  so  on.  There  are  many  more,  and  I  would  say 
not  one  of  them  under  lOoz.,  and  many  go  lloz. 
Do  not  such  men  know  what  tool  suits  best  for 
English  fishing?  But,  after  some  of  the  letters,  the 
novice  may  well  hear  both  sides  of  the  question 
before  he  plunges  into  buying  a  rod  that  will,  or 
may,  prove  unsuitable  to  his  personal  powers.  To 
say  that  "  John  Bickerdyke  "  has  been  converted  to 
really  light  rods  seems  like  catching  at  a  straw  to 
save  an  argument.  That  well-known  fisherman 
merely  described  a  satisfactory  using  of  very  light 
rods  out  of  a  boat  on  a  deep  loch,  consequently 
fishing  down  wind.  This  is  very  different  work 
from  cocking  a  dry  fly  in  the  teeth  of  a  strong 
wind,  or  of  handling  a  heavy  Hampshire  trout 
among  weeds  on  a  chalk  stream,  fishing  from  a 
bank  and  casting  far  up-stream. 

Is  not  the  weight  test  given  by  diagram  Jan.  24 
somewhat  in  error,  or  have  I  read  it  wrongly  ?  I 
have,  last  week,  tested  in  the  manner  there  set  out 
five  rods  taken  from  my  cabinet.  My  first  trial  was 
astonishing;  16oz.  hanging  from  the  button 
balanced  the  rod  at  llin.,  whereas  the  hand  centre 
was  Sin.  Mr.  Edwards'  diagram  showed  IJoz.  to 
balance  from  hand.  My  rod  was  a  10ft.  Hardy 
Perfection,  weighing  lOJoz.  Three  other  cane  rods 
went  12in.  and  13 Jin.  from  button  on  the  same 
weight.  So  ridiculous  a  difference  from  the 
diagram  caused  me  not  to  believe  in  the  test  as 
worth  going  on  with  ;  but  I  had  also  a  very  light 
rod,  a  feather-weight,  sent  to  me  by  Hardy  to 
inspect,  a  9ft.  Gin.  split-cane,  weight  6oz.,  hand 
hold  centre  7in.  from  end.  With  the  reel  on  it  took 
13oz.  at  end  to  balance  at  hand  centre;  without 
reel  it  balanced  at  9|in.  from  end  with  same  weight 
— 13oz.  Other  rods  I  have  were  four  joints  and 
longer,  so  I  leave  tbem  out.  But  if  this  6oz.  rod 
needed  13oz.  at  end  and  the  6foz.  reel  to  balance  at 
hand  centre  it  is  a  peculiar  difference  from  Mr. 
Edwards'  test  report.  I  may  say  that,  for  a  toy, 
this  last  rod  is  a  grand  little  rod ;  the  reel  and  line 
I  mounted  was  6|oz.,  also  a  toy.  Passing  this,  on 
which  I  only  ask  the  question,  Have  we  something 
more  to  hear  about  the  diagram  ?  I  would  like  to 
say,  on  the  question  of  balance  in  general,  that  the 
rod  is  not  always  being  held  horizontally,  that  in 
each  cast  the  "steel  yard,"  as  we  may  for  a 
moment  call  the  rod  and  its  weights,  come  up 
through  all  angles  from  the  horizontal  to  and  far 
beyond  the  vertical  or  perpendicular  ;  so  also  there 
is  weight  of  line  in  front  on  the  lift  and  behind  on 
the  cut.  If  the  stuff  in  front  is  to  equiponderate 
with  the  stuff  behind  the  hand,  where  will  the 
casting  power  come  from  ?  Possibly  it  will  be 
found  in  the  maker's  catalogue  only. 

The  description  of  the.  American  fisherman,  wit  h 
a  very  light  rod,  being  played  by  a  trout  is  a  charm- 
ing piece  of  sarcasm,  but  absolutely  true  ;  no  doubt 
there  is,  with  such  gear,  greater  excitement  in  get- 
ting him  to  net,  but  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  wov.ld 
the  rod  ever  put  the  fly  over  the  fish  to  get  him  on? 
Not  if  there  is  wind. 

The  broad  fact  is  that  if  a  man  finds  a  light  rod 
suits  him  he  can  have  one  ;  our  English  niakers  can 
supply  a  really  good  little  tool  of  some  9ft.  6in.  at 


fioz.  that  will  carry  a  little  reel  of  some  lin. 
diameter  winding  power  when  about  half  the  line 
is  out,  say,  ISyds.  But  for  the  man  who  fishes 
fine  and  far,  in  calm  or  in  windy  weather,  who 
knows  the  trouble  of  weeds,  the  inrush  of  a  big  fish, 
and  does  not  waste  time  on  sprats,  is  there  any- 
thing very  extraordinary  or  wrong  in  using  a  long 
rod,  say,  lift.;  will  his  wrist  not  stand  working  a 
lOoz.  or  lloz.  rod?  He  can  then  use  a  compara- 
tively heavy  tapered  line  of  40yds.  on  reel  with  a 
winding  drum  of  3in.  diameter,  and  weighing  SJoz. 
He  will  command  the  water  and  the  fish,  and  also 
cultivate  a  useful  wrist. — Yours  truly, 

W.  Baden-Powell. 

[Unless  the  Americans  can  get  a  bamboo  unknown 
to  our  makers  and  much  superior  to  any  they  can 
get,  then  there  is  absolutely  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  American  makers  can  make  better  rods  than 
our  best  makers,  such  as  Messrs.  Hardy,  who  assure 
me  that  one  of  their  supplies  of  bamboo  comes  from 
a  merchant  who  supplies  the  Americans,  and  that 
they  have  other  and  better  supplies.  They  have 
searched  all  the  bamboo  producing  districts.  Mr. 
W.  Baden-Powell,  K.C.,  is  quite  right  in  saying  our 
makers  can  supply  all  we  want  when  they  knoifr 
what  we  want,  and  this  correspondence  will  help  us 
to  find  out. — Ed.] 


LIGHT  F.  HEAVY  FLY  RODS— LINES  AND 
FERRULES. 

Sib, — I  need  scarcely  say  that  as  a  dry  fly  fisher- 
man I  have  taken  a  very  keen  interest  in  this 
discussion.  There  is  one  point,  however,  in  con- 
nection with  it  that  I  do  not  think  has  been  thrashed 
out  enough — that  is,  the  striking  power  of  a  rod.  I 
think  more  rods  fail  in  this  than  in  anything  else. 

I  have  never  used  a  very  light  rod,  and  am  con- 
sequently writing  principally  to  get  advice  from 
someone  like  "  Val  Conson  "  who  has  used  both, 
and  is  in  a  position  to  give  advice.  I  have  had 
twenty  years'  fly  fishing,  but  have  used  nothing 
under  lOoz. 

It  seems  to  me  a  difficult  matter  to  settle  without 
taking  into  account  the  action  of  the  rod,  the  line 
best  suited  to  it,  and  both  to  the  nature  of  the 
stream  they  are  intended  for. 

Two  or  three  years  ago  I  bought  the  above  lOoz. 
split-cane,  10ft.  3in.  long,  by  one  of  the  best  of 
British  makers.  They  considered  it  to  be  the  rod 
for  dry  fly  work  ;  they  also  sent  me  what  they  con- 
sidered to  be  the  line — namely,  a  heavily-tapered 
one.  The  casting  and  killing  qualities  of  this  rod 
are  delightful,  but  it  fails  with  the  heavy  line  in 
striking.  I  find  I  miss  too  large  a  proportion  of 
rises  with  it. 

I  should  like,  if  you  can  spare  me  the  space,  to 
put  a  case  to  you  that  is  fairly  common  on  the 
Derbyshire  stream  I  fished  last  season.  The  river 
is  fairly  wide  and  swift,  has  a  big  body  of  water  at 
times,  and  in  many  places  you  have  to  stand  on 
the  bank  with  5  or  6  feet  of  water  at  your  feet,  cast 
16  or  20  yards  over  a  heavy  current  into  an  eddy  on 
the  other  side ;  you  have  therefore  to  cast  with 
enough  slack  to  allow  your  fly  to  float  without  drag 
for  a  foot  or  two  in  this  eddy  while  your  line  is 
bagging  down  stream.  You  get  a  rise  and  have  to 
strike  through  all  this  bag  of  line  (a  foot  or  two  of 
which  may  have  sunk  !),  and  the  strike  must  reach 
the  fish  with  that  sharp  little  smack  just  enough  to 
fasten  the  hook  but  not  break  4  x  gut.  This  is  not 
an  imaginary  case,  but  a  very  common  one  not  only 
on  this  but  on  other  Derbyshire  waters  I  could  name. 
My  "  Perfect  Dry  Fly  Split  Cane,"  etc.,  will  not  do 
these  strikes  with  the  heavilj'  tapered  line,  and  I 
have  often  discarded  it  in  favour  of  a  stiff  little 
greenheart  a  foot  shorter  and  an  ounce  heavier,  and 
achieved  much  better  results  ;  a  finer  line  might  do 
it  perhaps,  but  this  heavy  one  drags  in  long  distance 
striking  with  the  cane  rod. 

What  I  should  like  to  know  from  "Val  Conson"  is. 
Will  these  light  5|oz.  or  6|oz.  rods  do  all  this?  if  so,  I 
should  like  one.  I  am  hesitating  just  now  between 
one  of  these  and  a  10ft.  3in.  greenheart,  which  I 
calculate  will  weigh  about  llioz.  Will  he  also 
kindly  siy  what  sort  of  line  he  would  use,  as  to 
thicknf  8?  ? 

Althc  ugh  the  cane  rod  just  mentioned  is  only 
lOoz.  it  is  what  some  one  in  your  paper  has  called  a 
bit  of  a  "  hand  paralyser  "  if  used  two  or  three  days 
in  succession  ;  it  is  heavy  forward,  and  I  think  it  is 
the  very  springy  butt  which  causes  it  to  fail  in 
striking  with  the  heavy  line. 

In  reference  to  the  lock-joint  ferrule,  is  it  really 
necessary  to  have  all  this  weight  of  metal  ?  Why 
should  rods  be  made  many  times  stronger  at  the 
joints  than  they  are  anywhere  else,  and  consequently 
many  times  heavier  ?  The  lumps  of  metal  only 
entail  putting  in  extra,  timber  or  cane  to  carry  them, 
and  so  cause  the  weight  of  the  rod  to  be  increased, 
besides,  I  should  think,  greatly  impeding  the  con- 
tinuity of  action  so  essential  in  good  fly  rods,  or  at 
all  events  making  it  extremely  difficult  to  produce 
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Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

Having  largely  increased  the  numbers  of  their  Stock  Fish  are  quoting  low  prices  for 


FROM  WILD  OR  DOMESTICATED  FISH.   See  also  advertisement  on  cover. 


GRANTS  MORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Is  the  most  Delicious  Liqueur  in  the  World. 

It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.  Most 
comforting  in  damp  and  chilly  weather. 

Nice  with  Lemonade  or  Soda  Water.       Sold  by  Wine  Mercliants  and  at  Restaurants. 


HENRY  H.  CHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON,  LANGS. 

Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 

Drag-  Nets.         Casting  Nets.       Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets. 
Trammel  Nets.    Purse  Nets.         Eel  Nets.         Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 
Flue  Nets.  Drum  Nets.  Sparrow  Nets.  Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 

The  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire. 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish.    List  on  application. 

"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper,  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month 

Annual  Subscription,  6s.  6d. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors— Wyers  Feeres,30,  Quai  de  Louvre,  Paris. 

LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: — 
Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling,  Char,  Bass,   Sunfish,   Pike,  Perch,   Roach,  Dace,  Tench, 
Golden  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,  Goldfish,  Eels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice.  Large 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 

LARGE  NUMBERS  OF  FINE  PERCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE.   ROACH  UNLIMITED. 

Address—      THOIVIAS  FORO, 
IVEstnox*    Fislievy,    Caistoi?,  Xjlnoolnslilx^e. 

PRICE  LISTS  FREE.  ESTABLISHED  1880. 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities : 

Trammels,  Drags.  Shoes, 
&e. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Price* 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES. 


2/6 

doz. 


Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


Home  School  for  Girls  &  Boys. 

SEPARATE  DEPARTMENTS. 

RIRI  R  'eceive  a  thorough  education  with  the 
U1111.U  g^i-g         attention  of  home. 

BOYS  Piepared  for  Public  Schools  and  high- 
'  "  class  private  Schools. 


BatJr 


ng. 


Boating.  Fishing. 


Principals :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  SPARKE, 
Glencoil  &  Glenalmond,  Deal,  Kent. 


LESSONS  IN 

SALMON  &  FLY  CASTING 

AND 

OTHER  STYLES. 

BY 

"NEWHAM,"  WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 

Tor  Particulars  Write. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sin  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Mretinqs  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— hom)  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valualjle  Trout  Fishing  Waters, 
at  Chesham,  Bucks,  one  hour  from  London,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fishing  Waters,  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex.  There  is  a  valualjle  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.— 
For  infonnation,  apply  to  the  Secretart. 


Actua<l   Size— !Best   Sn^lisli  lVi£Lke. 

,_SHpJ.CUTTER 
SMALL  WIRE  CUTTER 

LARGE  WIRE  CUjjER 

Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for 
in    Stamps    or  Postal 
Order,  by 

wiLsoK  I  sn 

Ironmongers  to 
His  Majesty, 

7  &  8,  KING  WILLIAM 
STREET,  W.C. 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CiROUIiATBS  THROUaHOUT  INDIA,  CEYLON, 
BURMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  Halt. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  (fee. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16s.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  M.,  post  free,  7(i. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFFICE  :  121,  FLEET  STREET,  E.C. 


SPRING  FISHING. 

Come  to  the  best  Trout  Fishing  in  the  British 
Isles — Longh  Mask  and  Lough  Corrib,  both 
lochs  convenient  to  hotel.  Also  40,000  acres 
Excellent  Rough  Shooting,  all  free  to  visitoi's. 
Terms  moderate  and  inclusive. 

Apply,  PROPRIETOR— 

JMTount    Oable  Hotel, 

CLONBUR,  IRELAND. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THB 

Publishing  Office,  St.  Dunstan's  Uoute,  E.C. 


FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY. 

Magic  Chinese  Fish  bait  (catch  pailfuls 
of  fish),  1/0.  Secret  Pishing  Oils.  Brand- 
lings, Gentles,  Wasp  Grubs,  1/0  per  box. 
Trout  Flies,  1/0  dozen.  Trout  Eods,  5/6. 
Salmon  Eods,  10/6.  Trammel  Nets,  16/0. 
Catalogues  free  ;  carriage  paid. — John 
Eggleston,  Naturalist,  Sunderland. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe,* 
departments  are  :  Shootmg,  Natural  History, 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKL  Y.    ILLUSTRA  TED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  tS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &.  CO.. 
23,  Finch   Lane  r-ornhill,  London: 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAMiPUBLISHING  CO* 
New  York,  U.  S.  A.  i 
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a  rod  with  such  continuity  of  action.  I  have  seen  a 
rod  lately  with  light  beautifully  fitted  splint  end 
suction  jointed  ferrules  that  it  was  impossible  to 
throw  out.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation  for  the 
insertion  of  this  letter. — Yours  truly.    In  Doubt. 


RE  LIGHT  RODS. 

Deab  Sib, — We  regret  to  notice  in  your  issue  of 
Jan.  31  the  letter  signed  "Yorkshire,"  which 
appears  to  be  a  continuation  of  a  vulgar  attack  on 
our  Mr.  John  James  Hardy.  We  much  regret  to 
have  to  reply  to  such  a  letter,  and  will  content  our- 
selves by  saying  that  the  statements  contained 
therein  are  not  in  accordance  with  facts. 

When  we  introduced  the  "  Weeger"  winch  fitting, 
which  we  had  registered,  we  distinctly  stated  in  our 
catalogue  that  the  invention  was  that  of  Dr.  Emil 
Weeger,  of  Brunn. 

As  to  steel  centres,  that  matter  was  settled  some 
years  ago  in  our  favour  by  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
Then  as  regards  steel  ribbing,  we  do  not  approve 
of  it,  and  certainly  never  claimed  to  be  its  in- 
ventors.— Yours  faithfully.      Hardy  Bbothebs. 

[Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  have  done,  and  are 
doing,  such  splendid  work  in  all  branches  of  their 
business  that  the  thousands  of  anglers  who  use 
their  rods,  and  all  the  other  goods  they  make  in 
such  perfection,  only  laugh  at  such  letters  as  that 
of  "Yorkshire." — Ed.] 


Dear  Sir, — There  is  not  much  doubt,  in  my 
mind,  that  part  of  the  extra  weight  of  English 
rods,  as  compared  with  those  of  United  States 
make,  is  largely  due  to  the  handles  being  un- 
necessarily large  and  the  reel  fittings  very  much 
heavier  than  they  need  be.  Yet  granting  this,  the 
excess  of  weight  does  not  seem  to  be  so  large  as 
some  of  your  correspondents  would  infer. 

I  have  made  inquiries  as  to  the  weights  of  their 
stock  rods  of  the  London  firm  from  whom  I  have 
purchased  nearly  the  whole  of  my  tackle  for  the 
last  twenty-five  years,  and  these  are  the  weights 
given:— Oft.  6in.,  7oz.  ;  10ft.  6in.,  9oz. ;  12ft.,  13oz. 
(steel  centred).  Any  one  of  these  rods  could  be 
largely  reduced  in  weight  by  having  a  smaller  handle 
and  lighter  reel  fitting,  in  the  case  of  the  12ft.  rod 
(my  own)  by  as  much  as  3oz. 

Apart  from  this  I  do  not  think  that  English 
makers  will  ever  cut  below  those  of  the  United 
States,  as  it  is  one  of  the  national  characteristics  to 
have  articles,  of  any  description,  which  may  be 
subjected  to  rough  usage  a  little  stronger  than  may 
be  absolutely  necessary,  so  as  to  keep  a  little  up 
your  sleeve  in  case  of  accident. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  U.S.  idea  generally  is  to 
have  things  made  as  light  as  possible,  safety  or 
durability  frequently  being  an  after  consideration, 
and  this  idea  occasionally  ends  in  a  "  bust  up." 

The  only  proper  way  to  test  the  balance  of  a  rod 
is  with  the  reel  and  line  on  as  though  you  were 
about  to  make  use  of  it. — Yours  truly, 

Henby  Tisley. 

["  Val  Conson  "  wanted  to  know  from  Mr.  Tisley 
when  and  where  he  said  balance  was  not  the  same 
as  equipoise.— Ed.  F.G.  Mr.  Tisley  says  :—"  I  am 
not  aware  that  'Val  Conson '  ever  made  use  of 
above  expression,  or  that  I  ever  said  he  did.  This 
is  what  appears  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  3  : 
'Equipoise  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  argument. 
There  is  no  reason  on  earth  why  a  light  rod  should 
not  be  just  as  well  balanced  as  a  heavy  one.'  This 
opinion  is  repeated  in  different  words  on  Jan.  10, 
and  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  in  saying  that 
it  might  very  well  bear  the  interpretation  of  your 
query."] 


_  Sir,  —  The  letters  on  this  subject  are  very 
interesting,  but  so  far  seem  to  lay  too  much  stress 
on  the  powers  possessed  by  these  light  rods  of 
kilhng  heavy  fish  and  casting  abnormally  long 
lines.  Should  these  featherweight  rods  be  put  to  a 
really  practical  test,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
judges  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  more  valuable 
qualities  of  a  good  rod,  and  especially  of  that 
feelmg  of  absolute  command  over  the  fly,  of  which 
we  are  conscious  when  we  hold  a  powerful 
rod  with  well  matched  line  in  our  hand. 
Both  wet  and  dry-fiy  fishermen  want  a  rod  that  will 
force  the  fly  to  its  destination  against  a  strong  wind. 
The  wet-fly  fisherman  is  also  further  hampered  by 
being  imable,  in  well-wooded  streams,  to  let  his  line 
come  back  behind  him,  and  agaiast  a  strong  down- 
stream wind  has  to  be  very  hard  on  his  rod.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  under  such  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances these  light  rods  come  up  to  our  present 
ounce  per  foot  rods,  we  need  not  trouble  about  their 
long  casting  or  killing  powers,  for  they  will  follow  as 
a  natural  result. — Yours  truly,  W.  E.  B. 

Glasgow. 


Deab  Sib,— I  have  received  to-day  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  Jan.  24,  and  note  in  it  a  letter  from  Mr, 


C.  Edwards,  in  which  he  states  that  the  American 
high-class  split-cane  rod — its  lighter  dead-weight 
notwithstanding — actually  weighs  more  in  the  hand 
than  the  English  one  when  in  use  on  account  of  the 
latter  being  the  better  balanced  implement  of  the 
two.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  my  experience  of  high- 
class  split-cane  rods — whether  English  or  American 
— is  too  limited  to  enable  me  to  take  part  in  the 
discussion  about  the  relative  merits  of  the  two; 
therefore  I  am  compelled  to  confine  my  remarks  to 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Edwards,  and  I  must  confess 
that  I  do  not  quite  follow  him  in  his  reasoning  as  to 
the  "handling"  of  the  two  rods  which  he  refers  to 
in  his  letter.  From  that  letter  and  from  the  dia- 
grams with  which  it  is  illustrated  I  understand  that 
the  heavier  one  of  these  two  rods — weighing  nine 
and  a  half  ounces— takes  one  and  a  half  ounce  to 
balance  it  when  held  horizontally  in  actual  use  ;  the 
lighter  rod — weighing  five  ounces  —  requires  six 
buncos  (that  is,  four  times  as  much)  in  order  to 
balance  it.  So  far,  so  good ;  this  seems  plain  and 
conclusive  enough  so  far  as  the  comparison  of  the 
bare  rods  goes.  But  what  about  the  reel  ?  If  I  am 
not  mistaken,  the  average  weight  of  a  trout  reel 
with  line  can  not  be  estimated  under  six  to  seven 
ounces,  which  weight  would  be  sufficient  to  balance 
the  lighter  rod.  Thus  we  should  have  to  deal  with 
two  rods  weighing  fifteen  and  a  half  ounces  and 
eleven  ounces,  or  sixteen  and  a  half  ounces  and 
twelve  ounces  respectively.  Now,  I  wonder  whether 
there  would  be  any  advantage  in  the  heavier  rod 
being  better  balanced  by  itself — that  is,  without 
reel  and  line  ?  And  whether  the  surplus  one  and  a 
half  ounce  of  weight  below  the  hand  of  the  angler 
will  prove  an  advantage  or  a  disadvantage  ?  Will 
some  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  enlighten 
me  on  this  point  ? — Yours  very  truly, 

St.  Petersburg,  Jan.  27.     Paul  Tchebkassov. 


LIGHT  ENGLISH  BUILT  CANE  RODS. 

Deab  Sib, — I  have  been  very  interested  over  the 
correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the  subject 
of  light  rods.  Through  the  kindness  of  Messrs. 
Allcock  &  Co.,  Redditch,  I  had  a  rod  built  by  them 
sent  for  my  inspection.  The  rod  is  9ft.  in  length, 
built  cane,  and  weighs  6oz.  I  have  tried  and 
examined  this  rod  very  carefully.  The  balance 
with  reel  on  is  perfect.  The  rod  is  very  stiff  and 
powerful  for  its  weight,  and  beautifully  finished.  I 
cannot  see  where  any  rod  maker  could  improve  on 
this  rod,  as  to  me  it  seems  as  near  perfection  as  any 
rod  could  be  built.  I  would  think  to  reduce  any 
rod  of  this  length  below  5oz.  in  weight  would  spoil 
the  usefulness  of  the  rod.  I  expect  shortly  to  have 
a  10ft.,  lift.,  and  12ft.  rod  from  the  same  makers, 
and  will  be  very  pleased  to  let  you  know  how  they 
turn  out. — Yours  truly,  W.  Dodds. 

Northgate,  Peebles. 


WEIGHING  RODS. 
Deab  Sib, — As  the  original  "Light  Rod" 
letters  have  very  much  turned  upon  the  method  of 
weighing  a  rod  (though  I  imagine  "  balance  of 
rods  "  is  really  intended,  not  their  weights  pure  and 
simple),  may  I  express  a  hope  that  in  the  event  of 
any  experiments  being  conducted  the  effect  of  a 
reel  and  line,  below  the  wrist,  will  not  be  altogether 
omitted.  Rods  such  as  those  compared  by  diagram 
by  Mr.  Edwards  might  have  been  made  to  balance 
in  all  ways,  at  the  same  distance  from  the  butt  end, 
with  a  very  slight  selection  of  reels  and  a  judicious 
placing  of  the  same  ;  and  both  to  have  been  (accord- 
ing to  his  reasoning)  equally  "light  in  the  hand," 
with  an  equal  "  wrist  strain."  Did  "  Fly  "  (who  at 
first  approves  of  Mr.  Edwards'  method  of  weighing 
and  then  successfully  shows  the  delusive  nature  of 
the  method  and  its  illogical  results)  "weigh"  his 
salmon  rod  with  reel  on  or  off  ?  Does  he  fish  with- 
out a  reel,  or  a  line  too  ?  Of  course  not.  They  are 
both  as  essentially  parts  of  the  rod  as  the  "  butt  " 
or  the  "top,"  and  must  be  reckoned  with  in 
"judging"  a  rod.  To  have  a  practical  proof  of 
this,  let  anyone  who  knows  his  own  rod  fix  his  line 
to  the  winch  fittings  and  try  casting  without  the 
balancing  effect  of  the  reel.  I  always  fish  with  my 
spear  head  in  my  trout  rod,  apart  from  its  useful 
side,  because  the  rod  balances  better  with  it  in  situ, 
and  is  really  less  tiring  than  without  it.  At  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  meeting  of  Jan.  22  last,  when  five 
or  six  makes  of  rods  were  compared,  how  many 
reels  were  in  situ,  with  lines  on  them  ?  No  good 
maker  will  turn  out  a  rod  that  shall  balance  com- 
fortably without  a  reel  and  line  on.  If  the  rod 
balances  comfortably  without  a  reel  and  line,  I 
contend  that  the  rod  is  faulty.  An  angler  who 
already  possesses  a  good  reel,  but  can  afford  only  a 
new  rod,  will  buy  his  new  rod  to  suit  his  old  reel, 
and  vice  versd. — Yours  truly,  C.  D.  F. 


MODEL  PERFECT  HOOKS. 
Deab  Sib, — We  wish  to  inform  your  readers  that 
we  can  supply  the  Model  Perfect  Hooks  either  in 
the  Kendal  or  Redditch  sizes.    We  have  lately 


received  several  complaints  from  gentlemen  to  the 
effect  that  they  are  unable  to  procure  these  hooks 
from  thoir  local  tackle  dealers.  If  fishermen  who 
are  placed  in  this  position  will  kindly  communicate 
with  us  we  shall  be  pleased  to  refer  them  to  our 
nearest  agents. — Yours  truly, 

S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

FISHING  IN  THE  STOUR  NEAR  GROVE 
FERRY. 

Deab  Sib, — The  condition  of  the  river  Stour  at 
Grove  Ferry  is  only  too  accurately  described  by 
your  correspondent  Mr.  C.  L.  Mathews  in  your 
issue  of  Jan.  31. 

He  has  not  exaggerated  in  the  sU  ^htest  degree. 
I  am  living  in  the  locality  and  very  frequently  fish 
the  river.  I  have  made  every  effort  to  stop  the 
pollution  at  present  without  success,  but  the  apathy 
shown  by  local  people  is  extraordinary  ;  to  sit  still 
and  allow  a  once  pure  and  beautiful  river  to  be  con- 
verted into  an  open  sewer  is  a  .state  of  things  I  am 
glad  to  say  seldom  met  with  in  this  country. 

In  the  early  part  of  1902  I  was  so  impressed  with 
the  horrible  pollution  taking  place  that  I  took  a 
sample  of  the  effluent  which  enters  the  river  about 
a  mile  below  Fordwich,  and  went  to  the  expense  of 
sending  the  same  to  Messrs.  Barron,  Harveys  &  Co., 
the  well-known  analytical  chemists  of  Giltspur- 
street,  E.C.  Their  report,  which  I  enclose,  speaks 
for  itself.  The  fishing  in  the  river  is  rapidly  de- 
teriorating, and  unless  something  is  done  fish  life  in 
the  river  Stour  between  Fordwich  and  Grove  Fen-y 
will  become  absolutely  extinct. 

I  saw  during  the  month  of  July  last  hundreds  of 
fine  roach  and  other  coarse  fish  dead  or  dying. 
Not  only  are  anglers  affected  by  this  wholes  lie 
poisoning,  but  it  is  a  source  of  danger  to  the  wliole 
community  ;  and  at  this  particular  time  when  one 
reads  of  oysters,  pollution,  typhoid,  it  is  inexplicable 
to  me  that  steps  are  not  taken  to  remedy  this  evil 
in  a  part  of  Kent  which  in  the  season  is  a  place  of 
resort  for  thousands  of  Londoners. 

Only  recently  a  ferryman  on  the  part  of  the  river 
in  question  was  seized  with  typhoid,  and  I  am  assured 
ascribes  his  illness  to  the  drinking  of  water  from  the 
river  Stour.  Permit  me  to  add  that  I  am  in  no  way 
in  collusion  with  your  correspondent  Mr.  C.  1^. 
Mathews,  who  is  an  entire  stranger  to  me. — Yours 
truly,  Thos.  W.  Gomm 

(Committee  T.A  P.S.  and  member 
Piscatorial  Society). 

Report  on  a  Sample  of  Water  Marked 
"  Margate." 


Total  solids   42-0 

Chlorine    9-1 

Free  Ammonia       . .        . .        . .  2'1 

Albuminoid  Ammonia      . .        . .  -9 

Nitrites         .  .        .  .        . .        . .  none 

Nitrates        .  .        .  .        . .        .  .  large 

Poisonous  metals    .  .        .  .        .  .  none 


Appearance:  much  suspended  matter. 

Smell :  very  offensive,  odour  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  gas,  etc. 

In  answer  to  the  two  questions  asked:  (1)  This 
water  contains  sewage.  (2)  Fish  could  not  possibly 
live  in  water  such  as  this  sample  was  when  received. 

Alfbed  E.  Lowe,  F.I.C, 


Deab  Sib, — Referring  to  the  letter  in  your  paper 
of  Jan.  31  re  pollution  of  the  river  Stour  at  Grove 
Ferry  and  Sturry,  I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you 
would  allow  me  space  in  your  valuable  paper  to 
thoroughly  endorse  Mr.  C.  L.  Mathews'  complaint 
of  the  foul  and  polluted  state  of  the  river  for  the 
distance  of  some  miles.  I  notice  by  your  footnote 
to  this  gentleman's  letter  that  you  suggest  as  the 
cause  of  this  poisonous  condition  of  the  water  a 
sewage  farm.  I  have  also  heard  this  confirmed 
locally. 

I  should  like  to  know  why  this  state  of  things 
should  be  allowed  by  the  fishing  authorities.  They 
certainly  cannot  expect  anglers  to  continue  to  sub- 
scribe under  such  circumstances. — Yours  faithfully, 

Frank  S.  Maris. 


CAPTURE  OF  A  LEATHER  CARP. 
Dear  Sir, — -By  this  post  I  send  you  a  phot  of  a 
carp  caught  by  a  friend  in  my  lake  here  on  Oct.  28, 
1902.  I  have  had  it  set  up  by  J.  W.  Cole,  of 
596,  High-road,  Tottenham,  who  says  it  is  over 
one  hundred  years  old,  and  considers  it  is  the 
speigel  or  leather  carp  (Cyprinus  rex  Cyprinorum), 
as  per  same  as  you  say  in  your  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Nov.  8,  1902.  It  was  taken  with  one  of  Eadon  and 
Deller's  gut  casts  with  bread  crust  on  top  of  the 
water,  and  gave  splendid  sport  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  before  being  landed  in  the  landing-net.  Size  : 
21in.  long.  Gin.  deep,  and  weighs  5:^lb.  If  this 
is  worth  your  notice  of  illustrating  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  you  are  quite  at  liberty  to  do  so.  Whether 
you  do  or  not,  I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will, 
at  your  leisure,  send  me  a  few  lines  saying  what 
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you  think  of  the  fieh,  and  whether  the  description  is 
properly  stated.    Any  further  information  you  may 
require  I  shall  be  pleased  to  send. — Yours  truly, 
Bury  Hall,  W.  V.  Bowatkb. 

Lower  Edmonton,  N. 

[From  the  photograph  it  is  evidently  a  handsome 
fish,  but  would  not  be  more  than  five  years  old 
probably. — Ed.] 


THE  CHANGE  OF  TEETH  IN  THE 
COMMON  CARP. 
Dear  Sib, — I  think  the  following  additional 
remarks  on  the  above  subject  may  be  of  sufficient 
interest  for  those  interested  in  ichthy-biology  to 
make  it  worth  my  while  to  bring  them  before  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

1.  In  the  illustration  appearing  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  24  the  triangular  grinding-plate  is 
about  twice  the  actual  size  of  that  of  the  15-pounder; 
it  has  been  reproduced  from  the  enlarged  sketch 
sent  along  with  photographs. 

2.  The  part  of  the  pharyngeal  bones  which  faces 
the  reader  is  the  rear  part  of  same,  that  is,  that 
which  points  towards  the  orifice  of  the  oesophagus. 

3.  The  grinding-plate  points  with  its  base  towards 
the  mouth,  the  apex  pointing  towards  the  oesophagus, 
and  working  just  over  the  front  pair  of  molars. 

Since  writing  my  first  article  on  the  subject  under 
discussion  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  inspect 
three  more  sets  of  teeth  from  fish  weighing  some- 
where about  lib.  6oz.  to  lib.  8oz.  each.  In  neither 
of  these  sets  have  I  found  a  complete  set  of  spare 
crowns  (three  pairs  and  two  odd  ones,  one  pair  and 
three  odd  ones,  and  two  pairs  and  three  odd  ones). 
In  all  three  sets  I  have  found  the  large  cavity  at 
the  base  of  the  roots  of  the  molar  teeth  to  contain 
the  crowns  for  the  three  smaller  molars,  while  the 
crowns  for  the  large  molar  and  the  mastoid  were 
embedded  in  the  fleshy  substance  just  underneath 
these  last  two  teeth. 

In  one  set  there  were  four  teeth  only  on  one  of 
the  pharyngeal  bones,  the  smallest  molar  missing 
altogether,  while  the  spinous  excrescences  opposite 
the  small  molars  were  considerably  more  strongly 
developed  than  in  the  15-pounder. 

In  another  set  these  spinous  excrescences  were 
developed  more  strongly  still,  so  as  to  look  verj^ 
much  like  rudimental  teeth.  Is  it  not  possible  that 
the  original  number  of  teeth  may  be  fourteen 
(though  not  disposed  in  the  order  shown  in  the 
illustration  which  I  refer  to  in  my  former  article — 
the  "Angler-Naturalist,"  page  93),  and  that,  as  the 
fish  grows,  two  pairs  are  obliterated  ?  In  order  to 
ascertain  this  I  shall  try  to  get  a  few  fish  weighing 
from  2oz.  to  4oz.,  but  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if 
some  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  availed 
themselves  of  such  opportunities  as  might  offer 
themselves  in  order  to  investigate  this  question. 

With  regard  to  the  third  set  I  must  repeat  that 
what  I  said  regarding  the  second  one,  only  in  this 
case  there  is  no  question  as  to  the  number  of  teeth, 
five  well  defined  molars  and  one  mastoid  on  each 
bone — "  rudimental "  is  not  the  word  for  it ! — Yours 
truly,  Babon  Paul  Tcheekassov. 

St.  Petersburg. 


FEDERATION  OF  ANGLING  SOCIETIES. 

Deab  Sir, — I  have  to  thank  you  for  inserting  my 
letter  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  17.  It  has  brought  me 
replies  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  the 
idea  is  catching  on  very  well. 

In  answer  to  queries  as  to  our  proposals,  I  may 
say  that  I  am  not  authorised  at  present  to  submit 
even  a  tentative  scheme,  but  probably  I  shall  be 
after  the  meeting  ofi  our  executive  council  on 
Feb.  21  ;  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  representa- 
tives will  be  the  only  expenses  in  the  first  instance, 
and  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Association  to  make  the  Federation  into  a  costly 
affair.  However,  it  is  for  the  conference  to  decide, 
and  therefore  the  leaders  of  large  bodies  and  amal- 
gamations of  anglers  should  write  to  me  at  once,  so 
that  they  may  be  able  to  take  part  in  the  delibera- 
tions.— Yours  truly,      T.  W.  Redford,  Hon  Sec. 

Northern  Anglers'  Association,  Bolton, 
Feb.  3. 


FINE  CATCH  OF  PIKE  AND  PERCH  IN 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Jan.  31,  Mr.  Harry  Kirby,  one  of 
the  most  apt  pupils  I  ever  had,  killed  three  pike, 
weighing  281b.,  best  fish  a  beauty  of  131b.  Its 
contour  and  marking  were  remarkable,  spotted  and 
mottled  like  "a  leopard,  with  a  golden  sheen  from 
head  to  tail ;  indeed,  I  never  saw  a  more  lovely 
specimen. 

"  Witham  pike  there  are  none  like"  is  a  trite 
saying  which  I  can  heartily  endorse.  Our  total 
catch  for  the  day  was  471b.  net,  and  I  venture  to 
say  it  will  live  in  Kirby's  memory  as  a  red-letter 
day  for  years  to  come.  Never  shall  I  forget 
his  delight  and  enthusiasm.    We  were  about  one 


hundred  yards  apart  when  I  noticed  his  hat  flying  in 
the  air,  his  arm  aloft  signalling  success.  Presently 
he  oame  full  speed  to  tell  me  of  his  capture.  Need 
I  say  there  was  a  hearty  congratulatory  handshak- 
ing, cementing  a  friendship  which  I  trust  no  shook 
will  ever  break.  His  patience  has  been  sorely  tried. 
More  than  a  dozen  fishing  excursions  have  we  had 
together  with  poor  results,  a  "footling"  or  two 
being  all  we  could  boast  of.  I  did  my  best  to 
encourage  him  by  advising  perseverance,  and  with 
admirable  patience  did  he  act  upon  it.  Success  at 
last  crowned  his  efforts,  and  I  feel  proud  of  my 
proi€]€.  Another  true  sportsman  added  to  our 
ranks ! 

Mr.  Tom  B.  Flint  got  amongst  the  perch ;  he 
caught  iour  fish  weighing  7^1b.,  best  31b.,  which  is 
being  set  up. 

A  seiwational  eatch  of  pike  is  reported  by  one 
who  saw  them — twenty  fish  were  taken  in  the 
"  Bellwater  "  at  East  Ville,  several  good  ones.  A 
splendid  fish  of  171b.  was  also  caught  near  Bardney. 

The  Witham  and  drains  are  in  fine  angling  trim, 
and  weather  all  that  one  could  wish ;  visitors  would 
do  well  not  to  miss  the  opportunity.  Bear  in  mind 
there  is  only  about  six  weeks  to  closing  time,  there- 
fore make  the  most  of  it.  I  shall  devote  all  next 
week  to  Johnny  Pike. — Yours  truly, 

The  Boston  Bittern. 


DEFORMED  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  sending  you  a  rough  sketch  of  a 
"  pike  caught  in  the  Thames,  which  when  young  had 
lost  part  of  the  tail  with  the  caudal  fin."  See  Fig.  97, 
page  188,  '  The  Study  of  Fishes,"  Guather.  This 
will  serve  to  illustrate  the  power  of  reproduction  or 
repair  after  injury.  Of  the  seven  first  pike  I 
caught  this  season  three  had  been  severely  bitten 
by  a  big  pike  that  frequented  the  neighbourhood. 
They  weighed  21b.  12oz.,  21b.  12oz.,  and  31b.  12oz. 
respectively.  Perhaps  Mr.  Evans'  pike  may  have 
lost  its  ventral  fin  in  the  early  days  of  its  struggle 
for  existence. — Yours  truly,  Esox. 

TABS  FOR  MARKING  SALMON. 
Dear  Sir, — Re  the  inquiry  for  tabs  for  marking 
salmon,  I  made  these  years  ago  in  differeut  patterns 
numbered  up  to  1000. — Yours  truly. 

New-street.  R.  Heaton. 

Aston  New  Town,  Birmingham. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  give  practical 
experience  of  good  higher  Alps  trout  fishing  ?  I 
know  Switzerland  well,  but  have  never  tried  any 
fishing  there.  A  climb  to  a  good  lake  or  a  tramp  for 
a  good  stream  will  not  be  amiss.  I  shall  value  any 
information,  as  I  purpose  making  my  twentieth 
trip  to  Switzerland  this  autumn  (mid  August). — 
Yours  truly,  Rev.  C.  F. 

[I  fear  there  is  little  fishing  worth  going  to 
Switzerland  for  in  the  High  Alps  in  August.  Per- 
haps "Benwyan  "  will  kindly  say. — Ed.] 


"A  NEW  DRAW  NET." 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  remarks  of  Jan.  24  you  refer 
to  a  new  net  that  does  not  roll  up  when  used.  This 
rolling  up  is  the  defect  in  construction,  for  if  the 
net  is  roped  properly  with  two  ropes,  one  left  hand 
twist  and  one  right  hand  twist,  there  is  no  chance  of 
its  rolling  over  any  bottom.  We  always  mount 
ours  with  the  two  right  and  left  ropes  for  head  and 
foot  lines,  for  the  opposite  twists  prevent  any 
turning. — Yours  truly,  Hearder  &  Son. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

P.S. — We  enclose  two  bits  of  right  and  left  rope 
to  show  what  we  mean. 


RAINBOWS  IN  A  RESERVOIR. 
Dear  Sib, — I  must  apologise  for  not  replying  to 
your  interrogation  at  the  foot  of  my  communication 
which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  17,  but  I  have 
been  so  fully  engaged  that  on  the  few  occasions 
when  I  might  have  replied  I  forgot  all  about  the 
matter.  I  am  aware  that  S.  fario  has  been  intro- 
duced into  American  waters ;  what  I  meant  by 
"  does  not  exist  "  was,  of  course,  does  not  exist  as  a 
native. 

In  reply  to  your  query,  we  have  from  time  to  time 
replenished  the  original  stock  of  S.  fario  with  that 
same  fish,  as  also  on  one  occasion  with  S.  levenensis, 
and  once  with  rainbow,  which  latter  experiment  is 
tlie  one  we  shall  not  repeat. — Yours  truly, 

Percy  Glass. 


FISHING  AT  WATERVILLE,  CO.  KERRY. 

Dear  Sir, — ^^Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  about  Waterville,  co.  Kerry  ? 
Is  there  salmon  or  trout  fishing  to  be  had  in  March  ; 
is  there  a  good  hotel ;  what  is  the  climate  like  ; 
and  the  best  way  to  get  to  Waterville? — Yours  truly, 

H.G.  W. 


FLY  FISHING. 
Deab  Sib, — As  a  beginner  in  fly  Ashing  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  understand  matters  respecting  the  use  of  the 
wet-fly. 

Should  a  wet-fly  be  always  used  at  the  beginning 
of  the  season  ? 

Should  a  wet-fly  be  always  sunk  below  the  surface 
or  should  it  float  ? 

Has  a  wet-fly  all  hackle,  or  has  it  wings  similar  to 
a  dry-fly  ?  A  March  Brown,  for  instance,  has  wings 
lying  flat.    Should  this  fly  be  used  sunk  or  floated  ? 

What  is  the  distinct  difference  between  a  fly 
dressed  to  float  and  one  dressed  otherwise  ? 

I  should  be  greatly  obliged  and  thankful  for 
instructions.  Most  books  seem  too  advanced  for  a 
beginner. — Yours  truly, 

Would-be  Fly  Fisher. 

[The  wet  -fly,  like  the  dry-fly,  can  be  used  all  through 
the  season.  The  wet-fly  is  allowed  to  sink  an  inch  or 
two.  Wet-flies  are  used  with  both  hackle  and  wing, 
and  with  hackle  only.  The  March  Brown's  wings 
are  upright  like  a  May  Fly's  wings,  and  it  is  used 
in  wet-fly  fishing  wet,  and  in  dry-fly  fishing  dry. 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  using  a  wet-fly  and  a  dry-fly 
on  the  same  cast  as  long  as  the  line  is  not  pulled 
against  the  water — that  is,  they  must  be  cast  up  or 
across  stream,  and  allowed  to  come  down  with  the 
stream. ^ — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  NOVA  SCOTIA  AND 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  any 
amongst  your  readers  would  be  kind  enough  to  give 
me  any  information  as  to  the  description  and  sizes 
of  flies,  spoons,  and  phantoms — for  salmon  as  well 
as  for  trout — most  suitable  for  Nova  Scotia  and 
Newfoundland,  as  I  propose  fishing  there  this 
summer,  and  am  quite  ignorant  as  to  what  is  best 
to  take. — Yours  truly.  Wanderer. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  FILEY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  can 
inform  me  if  there  is  any  trout  fishing  to  be  had  near 
or  in  Filey,  Yorkshire,  as  I  am  thinking  of  spending 
my  holidays  there  this  summer.  Any  information 
about  the  fishing  I  shall  be  grateful  for. — Yours 
truly,  P.  B.  Heynbs. 


GOOD  ROACH  FISHING  AT  THE  THORNEY 
WEIR  FISHERY. 

Dear  Sib, — The  roach  fishing  on  the  river  Colne 
at  Thorney  Weir  Fishery  has  been  very  good  lately, 
and  one  of  the  club  members,  Mr.  F.  P.  Mussabini, 
fishing  for  three  days  (Jan.  26,  27,  and  28)  took  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  fish,  weighing  together  clo3e 
on  1001b. — Yours  truly,  F.  H.  Shimmell, 

Thorney  Weir  Fishing  Club,  Hon.  Sec. 

Weir  Cottage,  Thorney, 
West  Drayton. 


IRISH  AND  SCOTTISH  TERMS  FOR 
LANDING-NETS. 

Deab  Mb.  Mabston, — I  have  received  the  enclosed 
inquiry.  Can  you  oblige  me  with  an  answer  ?  None 
of  the  Irishmen  or  Scotchmen  in  my  establishment 
know  of  any  special  terms  for  a  landing-net. — Yours 
faithfully,  L.  Upcott  Gill. 

Bazaar  Buildings,  London,  W.C. 

[The  inquiry  Mr.  L.  Upcott  Gill  sends  me  is, 
"  What  are  the  Irish  and  Scotch  terms  for  a 
'landing-net'  ?"  I  do  not  know  what  the  Celtic 
and  Gaelic  terms  may  be,  but  I  know  of  no  other 
term  than  "landing-net"  as  a  term  used  by  Irish 
and  Scottish  anglers.— Ed.] 


VORACITY  OF  THE  PIKE. 

Deab  Sib, — Whilst  fishing  on  a  loch  in  Ross-shire 
last  June  I  hooked  a  21b.  trout,  which  was  seized 
under  water  by  a  51b.  pike.  On  lifting  my  fish  to 
the  surface  I  saw  what  had  occurred  ;  the  pike  held 
on  whilst  I  drew  it  in  towards  the  boat,  and  my  man 
cleverly  put  the  landing-net  underneath  and  secured 
both  fish.  The  pike  only  let  go  its  hold  when  the 
net  touched  it.  I  have  never  met  with  a  similar 
experience. — Yours  truly.  Angler. 

[It  is  not  a  very  unusual  experience  to  have  a  fish 
taken  by  a  pike  in  this  way,  but  it  is  very  unusueil 
to  catch  the  pike ;  he  generally  lets  go  when  he  sees 
the  angler. — Ed.] 


AUTOMATIC  STRIKING  APPARATUS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  us  to  remark  that  the 
patent  striker  mentioned  on  page  66  of  your  edition 
of  Jan.  24  is  very  much  like  our  automatic  fish 
striker  that  we  brought  out  in  1892,  and  which  was 
fully  illustrated  in  your  paper  at  the  time. — Yours 
truly,  Hearder  and  Son. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

^Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  14th,  1903. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR^ 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  Dinner, 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
which  takes  place  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Wednesday 
next,  Feb.  18,  promises  to  be  as  well  attended  as 
ever.  The  Earl  of  Denbigh  will  receive  a  warm 
welcome. 


The  Government  accused  of  destroying  the 
Irish  Salmon  Fisheries. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Limerick  District  Fishery 
Board  yesterday  Captain  Vansittart  complained 
that  the  Irish  salmon  fisheries  were  being  destroyed 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  Government  in  reducing 
or  remitting  fines  imposed  on  persons  convicted  of 
the  illegal  capture  of  salmon.  Captain  Vansittart 
said  he  thought  the  Board  should  resign.  There 
was  no  protection  in  Ireland  but  for  evil-doers.  A 
strong  resolution  of  protest  was  unanimously 
adopted."— i)a%  Graphic,  Feb.  5,  1903. 

I  hope  that  all  interested  in  our  salmon  fisheries 
will  do  ail  they  can  to  get  this  matter  inquired 
into  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  It  is  a  black 
look-out  for  Irish  salmon  fisheries  if  the  Govern- 
ment protects  the  poachers. 

Since  sending  the  above  to  the  printer  I  wrote  to 
the  Earl  of  Mayo,  who  takes  the  deepest  interest  in 
the  Irish  fisheries,  and  asked  if  he  would  tell 
nie  what  his  experience  had  been  ;  he  kindly  repUed 
as  follows : — 

"  This  reduction  of  fines  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
IS  unavoidable,  as  magistrates  petition  that  fines 
should  be  reduced.  In  a  deputation  to  Lord  Cadogan 
on  which  he  granted  the  Viceregal  Commission  on 
Inland  Fisheries,  I  attacked  him  on  this  matter. 
His  answer  was,  '  in  no  case  had  fines  been  reduced 
unless  magistrates  had  petitioned.'  " 

His  lordship  adds,  "  it  would  be  well  to  get  the 
matter  thrashed  out  in  both  Houses."- 

Mam'festly  it  is  not  the  Irish  Government  which 
IS  to  blame.  The  magistrates  who  impose  fines 
are  the  people  who  get  them  reduced  ! 

It  all  sounds  very  Irish  I  must  confess,  but  it 
means  death  to  the  salmon  fisheries,  and  seems  to 
point  to  something  very  rotten  in  the  way  the  law 
18  admimstered  and  not  enforced  in  Ireland, 

No  Axes  to  Grind  in  the  Light  Rod 
Correspondence. 
I  find  it  has  been  suggested,  both  in  the  Fishing 
Oazetle  and  in  letters  which  I  have  not  published, 
that  the  gentlemen  who  have  taken  part  in  the 


light  rod  corrcapondcnce  have  had  an  axe  to  grind, 
and  that  the  object  was  to  give  American  split 
cane  rods  an  advertisement.  This  is  not  the  case, 
and  I  think  it  only  fair  to  "Viator"  and  "  Val 
Conson".  to  say  that  I  know  their  sole  object  has 
been  to  induce  our  rod  makers  to  copy  some  of  the 
best  features  of  the  best  American  rod  makers.  I  am 
glad  to  say  many  of  our  best  makers  have  taken 
up  the  matter  seriously,  and  the  result  will 
be  a  great  banefit  to  the  art  of  fly  fishing  generally. 
The  heavy  rod  and  heavy  line  have  been  overdone, 
as  well  as  the  idea  that  the  chief  art  of  fly  fishing  is  to 
force  a  fly  against  a  gale  of  wind.  I  think  there  is 
much  more  sense  in  having  a  rod  and  Une  which 
you  can  fish  with  in  comfort  all  the  time,  and  some 
years  ago  I  gave  up  the  heavy  fly  rod  and  line,  and 
found  my  baskets  much  heavier  and  my  wrist  un- 
sprained.  I  have  advocated  our  not  going  too  fast 
in  the  direction  of  lightness  in  rods  and  lines,  and  I 
do  not  think  there  is  much  fear  that  we  shall. 


Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo's  Brace  of  Bass  and 
"School  of  the  Woods.'' 
In  mentioning  the  brace  of  sea  bass  which  Messrs. 
Farlow  are  exhibiting  I  said  they  were  caught  on 
one  of  their  fly  rods.  I  find  it  was  on  a  light  fly 
rod  made  specially  for  Mr.  Aflalo  by  Messrs.  J. 
Bernard  and  Son,  45,  Jermyn-street.  By  the  way, 
they  have  a  few  magnificent  salmon  casts  at  12s.  6d. 
each,  and  well  worth  it.  The  "  Amateur  Angler's  " 
notice  of  "  School  of  the  Woods  "■  has  caused 
inquiries  as  to  the  price  of  the  book.  I  find  it  is 
7s.  6d.,  and  can  be  ordered  through  any  bookseller. 

The  Improved  Aluminium  Aerial  Reel.-. 
Messrs.   Samuel  Allcock  &   Co.,  of  Redditoh, 
should  have  for  motto  "Semper  aliquid .  novi."- 
They  send  me  one  of  the  most  beautiful  fishing 
reels  I  have  ever  seen,  with  this  letter  : — 

."  Editor,  Fishing  Gazette,  London.      "  Jan.  28. 
"Dear  Sir, — We  have  much  pleasure  in 
sending  you  one  of  our  new  Improved  'Aluminium 
Aerial'  Reels.     This  reel,  which  has  been  before 
the  public  some  little  time,  has  been  altered  to  the 


The  Improved  Aerial  Reel, 

suggestions  of  various  anglers,  and  we  have  now 
no  fear  in  stating  that  it  is  by  far  the  best  light 
reel  in  the  market. 

"  We  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  15, 
1 902,  that  a  gentleman  killed  a  salmon  weighing  58|lb. 
■with  one.  We  have  had  testimonials  from  various 
parts  of  the  country  stating  that  the  writers  con- 
sider it  by  far  the  best  reel  for  spinning  that  has 
ever  been  invented,  and  recording  very  large  catches 
of  fish.  We  hope  you  will  give  this  a  trial  and  a 
notice  in  your  valuable  paper.  This  reel  can  be 
had  from  any  respectable  retail  dealer  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  or  wholesale  from  S.  Allcock  and  Co., 
Ltd.,  Standard  Works,  Redditch. — Yours  truly, 
"  S.  Allcock  and  Co.'' 

The  reel  is  made  of  ebonite,  gun-metal,  and  a 
special  kind  of  aluminium  ;  it  is  very  light  and  yet 
wonderfully  strong.  At  the  suggestion,  I  believe, 
of  Mr.  W.  Baden- Powell,  K.C.,  a  guard  has  been 
added  to  extend  round  the  lower  half  of  the  reel, 
leaving  the  upper  half  free  for  control  with  fingers. 
In  this  reel  the  line  is  wound  round  the  outside  of 
the  steel  bars  which  hold  the  revolving  rims  together, 
so  about  a  foot  of  line  is  wound  in  with  one  turn  of 
a  reel  like  that  sent,  which  is  about  4in.  in  diameter. 
Of  course,  this  4in.  reel  would  not  hold  nearly 
enough  Hne  for  salmon  fishing ;  it  is  intended  for  the 
fine  Nottingham  silk  line,  but  it  would  hold  forty 


yards  of  medium  dressed  fly  line,  and  will  answer 
well  for  fly  fishing,  only,  personally,  I  hate  a  noisy 
check. 

The  reel  revolves  with  the  slightest  touch  when 
the  check  is  off,  and  spins  for  some  time.  The 
late  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  was  very  proud  of  a  fine 
Nottingham  reel  which  he  had,  which  be  said 
would  keep  spinning  for  three  minutes.  I  don't 
think  I  ever  saw  one  which  would  go  much  over 
two — not  that  one  ever  makes  a  cast  which  occupies 
two  minutes  in  the  air  !  or  more  than  two  or  three 
seconds. 

Newfoundland  for  Salmon  and  Trout 
Anglers. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  we  know  far  more  about 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  Norway  than  about  the 
fine  fishing  to  be  had  in  Newfoundland.  Last 
December  I  wrote  to  the  editor  of  the  Free  Press 
asking  for  some  information.  He  kindly  inserted 
my  letter  and  the  following  note,  which  has 
already  brought  some  useful  information,  which  I 
shall  publish. 

"  Elsewhere  appears  a  letter  addressed  '  To 
anglers  in  Newfoundland,'  from  the  editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  There  are  many  disciples  of 
gentle  Izaak  Walton  in  this  island,  and  doughty 
disciples  withal,  who  could  do  much  by  their 
writings  to  aid  in  bringing  to  our  shores  tourists 
who,  whilst  benefiting  the  colony  through  the 
expenditure  of  their  money,  would  obtain  the 
maximum  of  enjoyment.  Our  island  is  one-third 
water,  and  that  water  literally  teems  with  fish.  To 
the  angler  who  regards  a  catch  of  two  or  three 
small  trout  a  success  our  waters  would  afford  a 
revelation.  The  Fishing  Gazette  is  a  paper  '  devoted 
to  angling,  river,  lake,  and  sea  fishing  and  fish 
culture,'  and  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  has 
been  regarded  as  essentially  the  angler's  paper. 
We  trust  that  Mr.  Marston's  letter  will  result  in 
the  information  asked  for  being  accorded  by  our 
local  sportsmen,  and  that  in  answer  to  his  request 
the  Game  Fish  Preservation  Societies  will  put 
themselves  into  communication  with  St.  Dunstan's 
House.'' 


I  have  received  the  twenty-first  annual  report 
of  the  gut  crop  for  1902-3  from  Mr.  Robert 
Ramsbottom,  of  Manchester,  with  his  price  list, 
It  is  very  interesting. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Gut  Crop  of  1902-3. 

In  reporting  upon  the  gut  crop  for  1902-3, 1  have 
to  announce  about  an  average  production — that  is, 
about  18,0001b.  Spanish  weight,  which,  allowing 
about  5000  strands  to  the  pound  weight,  represents 
a  gross  total  of  about  ninety  millions.  One  notable 
change  this  year  is  the  largely  diminished  supply 
of  the  ordinary  qualities  in  the  shorter  lengths 
(seven  to  ten  inches),  but  as  these  are  mainly  pur- 
chased for  the  American  market  the  English  trade 
will  be  but  slightly  affected  by  that  circumstance. 
The  supply  of  the  heaviest  salmon  gut  is  even  less 
than  last  year,  which  was  a  very  limited  quantity, 
and  before  the  end  of  the  season  will  be  next  to 
impossible  to  obtain.  The  Italian  crop  of  "Grecia'' 
is  again  most  excellent,  and  anglers  will  have  less 
cause  for  complaint  than  usual  as  to  the  supply  of 
the  finest  quahties.  With  an  average  crop  prices 
may  be  expected  to  rule  as  about  last  year,  though 
the  demand  is  steadily  increasing  for  gut  by  the 
hospital  authorities  for  surgical  purposes. 

Robert  Ramsbottom. 
Think  of  it — ninety  milUons  !    W^here  does  all 
the  gut  go  ?    Up  trees  a  good  bit  of  it.    Does  it 
catch  18,0001b,  of  fish  a  year  ? 

The  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
ASH  the  Proposed  New  Thames  Board. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  intend  to  petition  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  one  or  more  of  their 
members  may  be  nominated  to  a  seat  on  the 
proposed  new  bod}'  or  board,  which  may  be  created 
to  deal  with  the  River  Thames  from  Teddington 
Lock  to  Cricklade.  Considering  the  great  work  the 
society  has  done  during  the  past  Co  years,  it 
certamly  ought  to  be  represented,  so  that  it  may 
watch  the  interests  of  anglers.  A  copy  of  the 
petition  will  be  foimd  on  page  1 10. 

Restocking  Roundhay  Park  Lake,  Leeds. 

I  am  always  glad  to  hear  of  waters  b.ing  re- 
stocked, provided  it  is  pretty  certain  that  ihere  is 
plenty  of  food  in  the  water,  otherwise  these  cxperi- 
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ments  lead  to  disappointment,  and  people  say  fish 
culture  is  a  fraud.  At  one  time  or  another  a 
tremendous  lot  of  fish  have  been  turned  into  the 
Eoundhay  Park  Lake.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
from  Mr.  J.  N.  Green,  who  sends  me  the  following 
note,  if  on  the  whole  the  stocking  has  been  success- 
ful. Mr.  Green  is  secretary  of  the  Leeds  and 
District  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  pleasure  in  sending  here- 
with a  copy  of  our  annual  report  just  out,  and 
hope  it  will  interest  j'ou.  I  enclose  along  with  it 
a  copy  of  last  year's  report  to  show  you  what  we 
have  done  in  restocking  Roundhay  Park.  You 
will  find  full  particulars  of  each  year's  work  in  the 
appendix. 

•'  We  have  this  month  turned  1000  perch — from 
Bowness— into  the  Waterloo  Lake,  and  500  larger 
ones.  Sin.  to  lOin.,  into  the  river  Wharf e^jat  Tad- 
caster.  With  best  wishes  for  coming  season. — 
Yours  truly,  f'J.  N.  Green,  Hon.  Sec.'' 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  report  for  1902  that 
the  society  is  in  a  very  flourishing  state.  In  1901 
"over  600  large  chub  from  Ripley  Castle  Lake 
were  placed  in  the  Waterloo  Lake  at  Roundhay 
Park,  also  500  yearling  trout  presented  by  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  ;  300  bream  were  supplied 
by  Mr.  Ford,  of  Caistor''  (who  does  a  large  business 
in  coarse  fish  as  well  as  in  trout).  I  wonder  if  the 
society  puts  in  food  ?  Mr.  W.  Baily,  the  Fishery, 
Malvern  Wells,  can  supply  large  quantities  of  fresh- 
water shrimp.  If  there  is  a  small  stream  handy  a 
few  thousand  put  in  would  soon  become  miUions  ; 
they  only  want  raw  roots  like  mangel  wurzel  or 
turnip,  cut  in  half  and  a  bit  scooped  out,  to  feed 
on.  Mr.  Baily  sent  me  some  to  London,  which 
arrived  all  alive  without  change  of  water,  but  with 
plenty  of  water-weed. 

Post- CARDS  with  Fish  or  Angling  Scenes. 

From  time  to  time  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
are  good  enough  to  send  me  picture  post- cards 
with  fish  and  fishing  scenes,  for  which  I  am  much 
obliged,  as  they  make  an  interesting  collection,  and 
are  also  sometimes  useful  for  reproduction  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  R,  B,  Marston, 


PETITION  BY  THE  THAMES 
ANGLING  PEESEKVATION 
SOCIETY. 

(The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  petition  to  the 
Board  of  Trade. ) 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  William  Balfour,  M.P., 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

THE  HUMBLE  PETITION  OF  THE  THAMES 
ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY., 

Sbewetb 

That  your  Petitioners  are  informed  that  a  new 
Body  or  Board  is  about  to  be  created  to  deal  with 
the  River  Thames  from  Teddington  Lock,  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  up  to  Cricklade,  in  the  County 
of  Wilts. 

That  your  Petitioners,  for  65  years  past  con- 
secutively, have  been  actively  employed  in  the 
restocking  and  preservation  of  21  miles  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  River  Thames  from  the  Boimdary 
Mark  knowTi  as  The  City  Stone  at  Staines  Bridge 
to  Isleworth  Ferry. 

That  from  time  to  time,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London  and  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Board,  your  Petitioners  have  exercised 
a  quasi  jurisdiction  with  the  consent  of  both  of 
these  bodies,  and  are  honoured  by  the  Patronage 
of  His  Majesty  the  King  and  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

That  upwards  of  £20,000  have  been  expended 
by  your  Petitioners  during  the  above-mentioned 
period  in  strictly  preserving  and  stocking  with 
Trout  and  other  fish  the  portions  of  the  river  above 
named. 

That  the  whole  of  the  Executive  of  the  Tliames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  are  practical  anglers 
and  voluntary  workers  representative  of  all  the 
largest  Angling  Societies  and  Associations  in 
London,  whose  members  alone  number  about 
eight  thousand.  The  income  of  the  Society  is 
applied  wholly  to  the  work  of  preservation  and 
stocking,  there  being  no  paid  officials  or  servants 
other  than  the  three  keepers  engaged  on  the  river 
work. 


That  in  the  event  of  any  alteration  in  the  com- 
position of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  your 
Petitioners  respectfully  ask  that  one  or  more  of 
the  members  of  their  body  may  be  nominated  to  a 
seat  on  such  Board,  to  secure  the  upholding  and 
best  preservation  of  the  Fishery,  and  also  to  sub- 
mit, as  proper  occasion  offers,  the  views  of  the 
large  and  ever  increasing  body  of  anglers  who  fish 
in  the  waters  mentioned,  in  framing  bye-laws  or 
regulations  with  regard  to  the  taking  of  unsizeable 
or  unseasonable  fish,  the  placing  in  the  river  of 
suitable  stock,  and  the  general  and  intelligent 
management  of  the  whole  of  the  Fishery. 

And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preser- 
vation Society  this     day  of  February,  1903. 

Harry  Lawson  Webster  Lawson,  J. P.,  L.C.C., 
President. 


MESSES.  ANDEESONS'  ANNUAL 
SALE. 


Everyone  who  wants  genuine  bargains  in  water- 
proof fishing,  motoring,  shooting,  golfing,  and  other 
goods  should  note  the  fact  that  Messrs.  Andersons' 
annual  stock-taking  sale  is  now  on  and  closes  on 
March  2.  The  reduction  is  from  thirty  to  fifty  per 
cent,  and  more  on  every  kind  of  waterproof, 


THE  THAMES  IN  FEBEUAEY. 


February  is  reckoned  to  be  the  best  month  of 
the  year  for  Thames  angling,  unless  one  wishes  to 
fish  for  barbel,  bream,  or  carp.  The  river  is,  how- 
ever, often  too  highly  coloured,  but  there  can  be 
little  complaint  on  that  ground  at  the  present  time. 
Bank  anglers  should  be  able  to  secure  very  fair 
takes  of  fish  if  they  know  the  swims  to  choose  and 
the  right  part  of  the  river  to  go  to.  There  cannot 
be  any  set  rule  to  guide  them  in  regard  to  district, 
but  there  is  this  item  which  might  be  remembered 
with  advantage — the  thicker  the  water  the  higher 
up  stream  one  should  go.  Very  often,  however,  the 
river  is  too  much  coloured  to  afford  good  fishing 
wherever  one  goes,  but  in  heavy  water  there  is 
always  the  chance  of  getting  a  specimen  fish,  if  not 
a  good  quantity  of  them. 

The  roach  fishing  is  now  in  its  prime.  The  fish 
have  had  quite  enough  of  struggling  against  the 
stream,  and  have  worked  close  in  to  the  banks,  where 
they  are  within  easy  reach  of  the  bank  fisherman. 
The  man  in  the  punt,  of  course,  can  reach  less 
fished  water,  and  will  probably  get  better  sport 
because  of  this.  But  either  angler  should  choose 
the  same  class  of  water  to  fish.  This  depends  upon 
the  strength  of  the  stream  and  the  temperature  of 
the  water.  We  often  get  fairly  warm  days  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  and  then  the  depth  of  the  water 
need  not  exceed  five  feet,  but  on  a  cold  day  it  is 
far  better  to  fish  in  deeper  water  provided  the 
stream  is  not  too  strong  and  the  water  not  too 
thick.  Eddies  and  lay-byes  are  favourite  places  to 
try,  but  they  often  get  fished  out,  and  it  is  better 
not  to  stay  too  long  in  one  of  these  spots  after  sport 
has  commenced  to  fag.  In  respect  to  this  the 
punt  angler  has  a  better  chance  of  moving  about 
to  different  swims  because  he  has  no  impedimenta 
to  carry.  The  rods,  tackle,  ground- bait,  and 
mackintosh  or  overcoat  are  all  moved  with  him  as 
the  punt  floats  down  stream,  whereas  the  man  on 
the  bank  is  obhged  to  carry  everything  with 
him. 

At  the  present  time  the  river  has  a  fair  stream, 
and  consequently  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  a  rather 
heavy  float.  The  gut,  however,  need  not  be  coarse, 
though  it  should  be  capable  of  carrying  from  sixteen 
to  twenty  shot,  which  should  be  placed  close 
together,  sixteen  or  eighteen  inches  at  least  from 
the  hook,  with  one,  two,  or  three  shot  below,  only 
one  being  on  the  gut  of  the  hook.  For  bait 
nothing  will  prove  much  better  than  small  cubes 
of  bread,  and  I  have  noticed  that  many  anglers 
are  relying  only  on  this  bait.  Although  worms  or 
gentles  may  be  useful  at  times,  the  Thames  angler 
who  cannot  get  fish  on  cubes  seldom  has  any  hope 
that  any  other  bait  will  be  of  service.  This  is  no 
doubt  owing  to  the  fact  that  roach  are  well  fed  on 
ground-bait  of  the  same  substance.  Worms  are 
generally  more  useful  when  the  river  is  in  full  flood, 
but  even  then  many  Thames  anglers  prefer  to  use 
paste,    This,  they  contend,  is  more  easily  seen  by 


the  fish  in  thick  water,  and  the  argument  is  feasible. 
At  the  present  time  good  sport  should  be  had  by 
fishing  water  of  eight  to  ten  feet,  close  to  boughs 
where  the  stream  is  not  too  fast.  It  will  often 
be  found  that  the  best  fish  are  had  quite 
close  in. 

Perch  fishing  in  February  is  generally  good, 
though  the  first  two  weeks  in  March  are  equally  so.- 
The  fish  at  that  time  of  the  year  pack  together  in 
shoals,  and  if  one  only  knows  the  quiet  spots  where 
they  are  to  be  found  excellent  sport  is  usually  had. 
Perch  have,  like  the  bream,  greatly  increased  in 
numbers  in  the  river  during  the  past  six  years,  but 
in  regard  to  the  size  of  the  fish  there  is  not  much 
to  boast  of.  It  is  seldom  we  hear  of  one  of  these 
fish  being  caught  in  the  lower  reaches  of  l^lb. ; 
occasionally  one  is  had  of  lib.,  but  the  majority 
average  about  |lb.  In  this  respect  they  do  not 
come  up  to  the  roach.  Minnows  or  gudgeon,  just 
hooked  through  the  mouth,  are  the  best  baits. 
They  can  be  used  on  float  tackle  or  on  a  paternoster. 
I  prefer  the  latter  for  winter  fishing,  and  the  float 
for  the  summer  time.  A  perch  or  two,  if  not  a 
dozen  or  more,  can  often  be  had  in  any  eddy  which 
has  been  undisturbed.  The  weight  on  the  pater- 
noster should  not  be  too  heavy,  but  a  fine  roach 
line  will  be  sufficiently  strong.  With  a  light  running 
reel  the  paternoster  can  be  cast  off  the  winch  if  the 
eddy  is  large,  and  so  just  reach  the  edge  of  the 
current  where  the  best  fish  are  often  found.  In 
small  eddies  the  rod  can  often  cover  all  parts  of  it, 
and  then  the  paternoster  is  quietly  lowered  into 
the  desired  spots.  There  can  be  no  definite  rule 
laid  down  as  to  the  depth  of  water  to  fish,  as  perch 
can  be  caught  in  shallow  and  deep  parts  of  the 
river  provided  the  water  is  quiet.  Faihng  minnows 
or  gudgeon  the  next  best  bait  is  a  marsh  worm  or 
half  a  lob.  The  former  I  prefer.  The  whole  of  the 
hook  should  be  covered,  and  the  size  should  be 
twice  as  large  as  an  ordinary  roach  hook.  A  good 
size  for  live  baiting  is  No.  9. 

February  is  also  one  of  the  best  months  for  chub 
fishing.  The  largest  fish,  however,  are  usually 
caught  at  the  weirs  early  in  the  year  by  trout 
fishers,  but  being  then  out  of  season  have  to  be 
returned  to  the  water.  The  tackle  should  be  fairly 
strong  as  chub  are  as  ravenous  as  the  perch,  pro- 
vided they  are  not  scared  by  the  approach  of  the 
angler.  These  fish  frequent  fairly  deepish  water  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  and  are  often  under  boughs 
or  on  the  edge  of  eddies  where  the  main  stream  is 
strong.  They  delight  in  a  rapid  water.  A  boat  is 
more  useful  than  a  punt,  and  a  weight  should  be 
used  instead  of  a  ryepeck.  The  best  chub  bait  in 
the  winter  is  pith  and  brains.  The  former  is  used 
as  bait  for  the  hook,  the  latter  as  bait  to  attract 
the  fish.  At  one  time  it  was  the  custom  to  chew 
the  brains  and  spit  them  into  the  river,  but  it  is 
far  simpler  and  just  as  effective  to  pour  a  Httle 
water  into  a  jar  and  then  chop  the  brains  up, 
casting  the  contents  into  the  spot  just  above  where 
it  is  intended  to  fish.  A  piece  of  the  pith  is  then 
placed  on  a  good-sized  hook,  and  the  tackle  is 
dropped  into  the  water  and  allowed  to  float  down 
the  stream  in  the  wake  of  the  brains. 

W^hen  the  water  is  well  clouded  it  is  not 
necessary  to  use  fine  gut  except  on  the  hook 
length.  Many  good  fish  will  rush  off  into  mid- 
stream when  hooked  (it  is  termed  "pointing"), 
and  when  the  current  is  fast  their  weight  seems  to 
be  greatly  increased.  It  is  almost  fatal  to  attempt 
to  stop  the  fish,  or  even  to  attempt  to  turn  it  when 
the  first  rush  takes  place,  but  they  lose  their  wind 
and  slow  up  in  about  thirty  yards  or  so.  Even 
then  the  angler  has  the  task  of  getting  a  heavy  fish 
back  to  him  against  a  strong  stream.  This  is  no 
easy  matter,  for  the  fish  continues  to  struggle  to 
free  itself.  At  this  time  of  the  year,  too,  even  a 
chub  of  2^1b.  is  very  strong,  but  the  angler  will 
succeed  in  landing  the  fish  (with  plenty  of  sport)  if 
he  uses  patience  and  dees  not  try  to  ;'drag'^  the 
fish. 

In  regard  to  pike  February  is  also  the  best  month.' 
They  are  then  in  prime  condition  and  feed  well. 
There  is  no  mistaking  the  fact  that  piks  are  scarce 
in  many  parts  of  the  river,  and  though  occasionally 
one  may  get  three  or  four  of  them  in  a  day's  fishing 
in  the  lower  reaches  it  is  far  better  to  try  anywhere 
from  Marlow  upwards.  Float  fishing  is  more 
practised  than  paternostering,  the  latter  method 
generally  being  used  for  placing  a  live-bait  close 
in  under  the  boughs  where  pike  often  Ue  in  wait 
for  passing  fish,  but  for  fishing  round  decayed 
weed-beds  the  float  is  generally  preferred. 

F.  H,  Amphlett, 
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SALMON  FISHING  IN  NEW- 
FOUNDLAND. 
By  Aethub  p.  Silver. 


[I  HOPE  to  be  able  to  give  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  some  information  about  fishing  in  New- 
foundland and  Nova  Scot''a,  as  from  ail  I  hear  the 
naturally  splendid  salmon  and  trout  fishing  there  is 
being  looked  after  and  preserved,  and  the  laws 
against  netting  enforced  more  than  formerly.  I 
have  to  thank  the  editor  of  the  Halifax  Morning 
Chronicle  for  the  following  interesting  article,  and  I 
shall  be  very  glad  if  any  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  who  know  the  country  will  see  if  it  bears 
out  their  experiences.  I  fear  the  chief  drawback 
in  some  of  the  districts  is  the  plague  of  flies  and 
mosquitoes.  The  photo  I  reproduce  was  taken  by 
Mr.  S.  H.  Parsons,  St.  John's,  Newfoundland.— 
R.  B.  Makston.] 

It  is  not  difficult  to  explain  why  Newfoundland 
should  attract  the  summer  holiday  tourist  and  the 
adventurous  sportsman  to  her  shores  in  ever- 
increasing  numbers  now  that  by  the  powerful 
agency  of  steam  her  grand  coast  scenery,  her  broad 
stretches  of  upland  moors,  tenanted  by  vast  herds 
of  caribou,  and  her  countless  picturesque  salmon 
streams  are  rendered  so  easily  accessible. 

Attractive  Natural  Features. 
What  region  is  there  within  such  easy  reach  of 
the  capitals  of  the  Dominion,  or,  say,  of  Boston  or 
New  York,  to  compare  with  the  varied  interest  she 
offers  ?  There  is  the  grandeur  of  her  lofty  storm- 
scarred  coast,  indented  everywhere  with  deep 
fiords  and  noble  bays,  sprinkled  with  islands  of 
every  size  and  form,  which  are  often  the  breeding 
places  of  myriads  of  wild  fowl.  There  are  many 
land-locked  harbours,  like  Port-aux-Basques  and 
Placentia,  tinctured  with  the  flavour  of  historical 
romance.  There  are  others  that  you  might  pass  by 
on  the  sea,  not  knowing  that  a  narrow  gateway 
opens  round  a  certain  corner  of  rocks  and  twists 
away  stealthily  into  a  tiny  port,  as  if  a  secret 
refuge  had  been  prepared  from  a  pursuing  enemy. 
Walled  round  with  her  bold  and  lofty  coast  fine, 
Newfoundland  is  lovely  at  heart,  with  countless 
lakes  and  lakelets,  which  are  to  be  met  with  not 
only  in  the  valleys  but  on  the  highest  ridges,  and 
on  the  summits  of  the  loftiest  hills.  Some  lie 
amidst  the  open  barrens,  reflecting  the  open  sky ; 
some  are  embosomed  in  the  sombre  forest,  lonely 
and  silent. 

Sea-Trout  and  Salmon  Streams. 

Honeycombed  as  the  island  is  with  lakes,  it  is 
also  watered  by  innumerable  streams  and  torrents, 
most  of  them  populous  with  trout,  many  of  them 
holding  large  numbers  of  salmon  in  the  season,  hence 
a  veritable  paradise  of  the  brotherhood  of  the  angle. 

Along  the  Newfoundland  coast  salmon  begin  to 
press  in  towards  the  fresh  water  early  in  the  month 
of  June.  They  follow  the  enormous  schools  of  that 
curious  fish,  the  caphn,  which  frequently  crowd  into 
the  shores  in  such  vast  numbers  for  purposes  of  breed- 
ing that  tons  of  them  are  often  picked  up  dead  and 
used  for  fertilising  the  soil.  There  are  several  later 
runs,  depending  altogether  on  the  state  of  the 
water.  Most  of  the  rivers  being  short,  readily  run 
off  in  a  dry  season.  Then  the  fish  will  hang  about 
-the  estuaries  until  the  arrival  of  a  freshet,  which 
mvariably  impels  them  upstream.  In  most  of  the 
estuaries  sea-trout  can  be  taken  with  the  fly 
readily,  but  salmon  will  only  rise  in  the  streams. 
The  Fishery  Steadily  Improving. 

There  are  no  finer  salmon  streams  anywhere  than 
those  of  Newfoundland.  Although  they  have 
suffered  in  the  past  by  the  deplorable  greed  and 
lust  of  kiUing  by  the  improvident  class  of  poaching 
fishermen,  it  is  pleasant  to  know  that,  especially  in 
the  many  fine  streams  of  the  western  shore,  the 
number  of  fish  are  of  late  years  steadily  increasing. 
Better  preservation  will  doubtless  continue  to 
improve  the  fishery.  The  season  of  the  present 
year  has  proved  a  record  one  for  the  salmon  rod. 
Many  individuals  have  run  their  score  into  three 
figures.  This  rehabilitation  of  the  rivers  is  due  to 
the  increased  vigilance  of  the  wardens,  and  to  the 
fact  that  the  inhabitants  are  waking  up  to  perceive 
that  they  can  make  more  money  by  allowing  the 
salmon  to  five  and  multiply  and  attract  the  annual 
stream  of  visitors  than  by  their  wanton  destruction. 
Hotel  Keepers  not  oe  the  Predatory  Class. 

In  this  regard,  however,  it  is  due  to  those  who 
conduct  the  travellers'  hotels  of  Newfoundland  to 


state  that  predatory  instincts  are  happily  altogether 
absent.  Good  fare  is  provided  at  such  houses  as 
Nardinis',  Bay  of  St.  George;  Shear's,  of  Robinson's 
Head;  Tompkins',  of  the  Little  Cod  Roy,  and 
several  other  similar  places  of  entertainment,  at  a 
very  moderate  rate.  Harry's  Brook,  which  is  one 
of  the  very  best  centres  for  either  the  salmon  fisher- 
man or  the  caribou  hunter,  can  boast  of  one  of  the 
best  sportsman's  hotels  in  Eastern  North  America 
— known  as  the  Log  Cabin.  Every  innkeeper,  at  a 
moderate  charge,  is  prepared  to  find  camping  outfit 
for  sportsmen,  as,  though  not  necessary,  it  is 
frequently  advisable  to  camp  out  in  the  bush  at 
the  river  bank  in  order  to  watoh  some  favourite 
pool  where  big  fish  lurk  and  laze  and  often  want  a 
lot  of  coaxing  to  attempt  the  fly  even  when  most 


Rivers  Open,  Free  to  Allj   First  Rod  holds 
Possession.' 

In  a  brief  hour  he  can,  if  prepared  with  camping 
outfit,  get  off  on  the  banks  of  the  Great  Cod  Roy, 
where  the  salmon  run  large  and  fight  gamely.  In 
fact,  all  the  island  rivers  produce  a  race  of  fighters. 
Without  going  so  far  as  the  American  writer  who 
calls  a  New  Brunswick  salmon  "a  section  of  chain- 
lightning  under  water — try  to  get  it  to  the  surface 
and  you  discover  the  hghtning  " — it  may  bo  said 
that  the  Cod  Roy  fish  seem  to  have  the  interior  of 
their  silver  bodies  furnished  with  complete  sets  of 
very  enduring  steel  springs.  Unlike  the  numerous 
charming  streams  of  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec, 
which  are  all  leased,  the  rivers  are  here  free  and 
open  to  all  comers.    The  first  rod  holds  possession  ; 


Salmon  Fishing  in  Newfoundland. 


[St.  John's,  yewfoundland. 


skilfully  cast.  When  one  has  learned  the  little 
tricks  of  the  backwoods  it  is  surprising  how  com- 
fortable a  place  a  fisliing  camp  can  become. 

Good  Railway  Facilities. 

Let  us  suppose  that  it  is  a  fine  bright  July  morn- 
ing, and  that  the  fisherman  in  quest  of  sport  has 
been  landed  at  Port-aux-Basques.  Yesterday  he 
was  hurrying  all  day  long  over  the  well-equipped 
I.  G.  R.,  perhaps  from  Halifax,  or  Boston,  or 
Montreal,  as  the  case  might  be ;  last  night  he  had 
a  tranquil  crossing  from  North  Sydney,  and  now  he 
finds  himself  on  the  soil  of  Newfoundland,  with 
railway  facihties  at  hand  all  that  could  be  desired, 
to  carry  him  away  through  scenery  of  the  most 
enchanting  description  to  the  banks  of  any  one  of 
a  score  of  salmon  streams  he  may  select  for  bis 
purpose; 


that  is  the  rule  of  the  liver.  A  camp  may  be 
occupied  just  as  long  as  the  owner  chooses  to 
remain; 

It  is  doubtless  a  wise  and  far-seeing  policy  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  and  ministers  to  the 
theory  of  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number, 
to  refuse  to  allow  the  privilege  of  the  rod  to  become 
obtainable  only  by  purchase  or  by  favour. 

To  those  who  prefer  the  more  modest  defights  of 
sea-trout  fishing,  the  Little  Cod  Roy,  aboimding  as  it 
does  in  magnificent,  well-stocked  trout  pools,  amid 
charming  scenery,  with  a  noble  range  of  blue  hills 
standing  out  against  the  horizon  in  two  directions, 
offers  a  most  inviting  field; 

Passing  inland,  three  rivers  are  reached  after  a 
short  journey,  which  may  be  fished  from  a  common 
centre — Robinson's  Head — all  of  which  frequently 
afford  excellent  salmon  and  trout  fishing.  The 
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best  of  the  three  is  distinctly  Robinson's  River, 
but  the  other  two  —  the  Barachois  and  the 
Crabbe — well  repay  careful  fishing  from  the  bank. 
Waders  are  almost  a  necessity  in  these  streams, 
the  water  even  in  midsummer  remaining  very 
cold. 

Next  in  order  is  Fischel's,  and  next  to  that 
St.  George's  River,  and  beyond  comes  Harry's 
Brook,  before  mentioned,  which  is  one  of  the  very 
best  streams  of  the  western  coast.  There  are  also 
one  or  two  small  rivers  coming  down  the  north 
shore  of  the  Bay  of  St.  George,  but  they  are  not 
easily  accessible  from  the  railway. 

The  Magnificent  Humber. 

The  magnificent  Humber,  pursuing  a  course 
through  the  immense  lake  known  as  Deer  Pond, 
and  lapping  the  base  of  precipitous  cliffs,  affords 
glimpses ,  of  enchanting  and  often  noble  scenery 
from  the  windows  of  the  railway  carriage.  Although 
it  has  many  a  likely  looking  pool  tenanted  by  large 
salmon,  it  is  of  no  use  for  the  angler  to  waste  his 
time  with  them,  as  for  reasons  not  determined  the 
Humber  fish  steadily  refuse  to  take  the  fly.  In 
this  respect,  this  noble  river  offers  a  singular 
exception  to  the  general  rule  in  Newfoundland,  as 
in  every  other  salmon  stream  fresh  run  fish  will 
take  the  fiy  with  a  rush  that  is  often  tiger-like  in 
its  fierceness.  Along  the  west  branch  of  the  Hum- 
ber, from  Big  Falls  to  Junction  Brook,  there  is. 
however,  a  succession  of  most  charming  salmon 
pools  known  collectively  as  "  The  Willow  Steady," 
from  the  number  of  wild  willows  which  edge  the 
banks,  and  here  sometimes  the  obdurate  heart  of 
the  Humber  salmon  will  relent,  and  he  may  look 
with  a  favouring  glance  at  a  well  flung  Yellow 
Legs  or  a  Dusky  Miller  or  Fairy. 

If , the  Humber  salmon  were  generally  game  to 
the  rod,  this  river  would  rank  among  the  most 
noted  salmon  streams  of  North  America. 

Higher  up  the  western  coast  there  is  Bonne  Bay, 
with  its  trout  streams ;  the  Castor  River  with  a 
short  course  from  Castor  Lake ;  and  two  excellent 
streams  at  Hawke  Bay,  where  some  American 
gentlemen  have  built  a  commodious  fishing  lodge. 

One  of  the  very  best  salmon  rivers  of  the  island 
at  the  present  day  is  the  Hare  river,  away  up  on 
the  extreme  north-eastern  apex  of  the  island, 
flowing  into  Hare  Bay.  To  reach  this  stream  it 
is  necessary  to  take  camp  outfit,  and  proceed  from 
the  railway  terminus  at  Burnt  Bay  by  coasthig 
steamer  as  far  as  Tilt  Cove  Copper  Mine.  A  small 
steam  tug  carr3dng  mails  is  sometunes  available 
whereby  to  cross  White  Bay  and  to  proceed  within 
easy  reach  of  this  attractive  river.  The  little  boat 
hugs  the  rugged  coast  line,  and  often  threads  a 
pathway  through  an  archipelago  of  interesting 
islands.  Good  caribou  hunting  can  also  be  had  on 
the  neighbouring  plains,  and  as  the  Newfoundland 
deer  season  opens  on  July  15  a  fishing  party  need 
never  be  without  venison. 

Some  fifty  miles  from  the  city  of  St.  John's  is 
the  noted  Salmonier,  which  is  the  home  of  a  small 
but  gamy  salmon  that  never  outgrows  the  size  of 
a  well  nurtured  grilse.  Around  the  banks  of  this 
stream  stretches  a  fine  country  where  willow  grouse 
may  be  shot  in  season,  and  where  an  occasional 
snipe  marsh  is  found  .embowered  in  a  dark  ever- 
green forest. 

One  of  the  best  known  as  well  as  the  largest 
river  of  the  island  is  the  Exploits,  falling  into  an 
arm  of  the  Great  'Notre  Dame  Bay.  It  has  its 
source  in  Red  Indian  Lake,  and  thence  pursues  its 
course  through  steep  rocky  gorges  and  winds  away 
through  good  caribou  country  and  past  some 
excellent  timber  lands  to  the  sea.  The  Grand  Falls 
of  this  river  afford  an  imposing  spectacle,  and  their 
rumbling  reverberation  is  heard  at  a  distance  of 
many  miles  away.  A  large  volume  of  falhng  water 
is  rent  in  many  places  by  large  projections  of  black 
rock.  The  scene  is  wild  in  the  extreme.  Although 
the  falls  afford  an  imposing  spectacle,  they  bar  the 
ascent  of  the  salmon,  which  thereupon  turn  their 
course  up  the  tributary  stream  known  as  Great 
Rattling  Brook. 

Such  is  a  cursory  review  of  ibhe  scope  open  to  the 
angler  in  Newfoundland.  The  range  offered  is 
immense.  The  rod  will  often  be  carried  through 
the  sombre  forest  and  through  constantly  recurring 
surprises  of  the  changing  scenery.  The  excellence 
of  the  fishing,  the  beauty  of  the  wilderness  and 
solitude  of  the  country,  the  striking  novelty  of  the 
environment  will  all  contribute  to  form  a  dcUghtful 
experience  which  the. tra-veller  and  sporfemstn  arc 
never  likely  to  forget. 


SEVEN  HUNDEED  TWO-YEAE- 
OLD  TEOUT  PUT  INTO 
THE  THAMES. 

On  Saturday  (Feb.  7)  the  Henley  Fisheries 
Preservation  Association  placed  in  the  Thames 
near  Henley  Bridge  a  splendid  consignment  of 
two-year-old  trout  (Salmo  jario).  The  fish,  which 
numbered  about  seven  hundred,  were  strong  and 
well  grown,  many  measuring  from  nine  inches  to 
eleven  inches.  They  were  reared  by  Colonel 
Custance,  C.B.,  of  Norwich.  On  the  day  following 
their  introduction  to  fresh  waters  several  were 
caught  by  roach  anglers  and  duly  returned  to  the 
river,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  distance 
between  known  points  of  capture  of  these  handsome 
little  fish  was,  in  so  short  a  period,  nearly  a  mile, 
A.  Edwaed  Hobbs, 

Hon.  Sec.  H.F.P.A. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TEOUT  ANGLING. 
By  AuGtrsTus  Grimble, 
Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc. 

{Continued  from  page  93.) 
CHAPTER  ll.—continued. 
So  now,  with  a  clean  slate  before  me.  I  will  deal 
with  Loch  Lomond,  which,  though  mainly  in  Dum- 
bartonshire, yet  borders  so  closely  on  Argyll  that 
it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  write  of  it  here.  For 
much  of  what  I  have  said  I  am  indebted  to  the  kind 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Henry  Lamond,  the  secretary  of  the 
Loch  Lomond  Angling  Improvement  Association, 
whose  offices  are  at  163,  West  George-street, 
Glasgow. 

Loch  Lomond.  This,  the  most  beautiful  sheet 
of  water  in  Scotland,  and  in  the  United  Kingdom 
second  only  to  Killarney,  has  been  preserved  since 
1895  by  the  Loch  Lomond  Angling  Association, 
who  have  acquired  a  lease  of  its  fishings  together 
with  those  of  the  river  Leven,  by  which  Sulmonidce 
ascend  to  the  loch.  Covering  some  21,000  acres,  it 
is  over  600ft.  in  depth  at  the  deepest  part,  which 
is  the  more  remarkable  as  its  island-dotted  surface 
is  but  23ft.  above  sea  level.  With  a  length  of 
twenty-four  miles  and  an  average  breadth  of  two 
miles  the  loch  is  fed  by  upwards  of  a  dozen  tribu- 
taries, up  which,  to  the  extent  that  they  are  able, 
migratory  fish  push  their  way  to  spawn.  For- 
tunately for  the  success  of  the  association  there 
were  only  three  proprietors  for  them  to  deal  with — 
the  Duke  of  Montrose,  Sir  George  Leith-Buchanan, 
and  Sir  James  Colquhoun — and  thus  there  was  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  lease  of  the  fishery  rights 
over  this  enormous  area  of  water.  As  soon  as  the 
association  had  taken  it  over  they  removed  the 
nets  from  the  river  Leven,  and  commenced  to  wage 
vigorous  war  against  the  poachers  of  the  Clyde 
sand  banks  near  the  mouth  of  the  Leven,  as  well 
as  in  the  river  itself,  and  in  the  loch  and  the 
tributaries.  The  calico  printers  and  turkey-red 
dyers,  whose  factories  are  on  the  banks  of  the 
Leven,  gave  the  scheme  their  hearty  co-operation 
and  at  once  volunteered  to  ensure  a  lessening  of 
pollution,  while  the  Clyde  Trustees,  who  hold  the 
netting  rights  of  the  Sand  Banks,  also  showed  their 
readiness  to  help  the  good  work  by  curtaiUng  the 
weekly  close  time  to  five  days  a  week  in  lieu  of  the 
six  that  are  usual  and  legal.  The  association  then 
attacked  the  pike  evil  with  energy,  and  in  a  few 
years  1434  of  these  were  destroyed,  weighing  53761b., 
while  simultaneously  they  initiated  hatchery  boxes 
at  Rossdhu  and  at  Luss  in  which  more  than  half-a- 
million  salmon,  sea  and  brown  trout  ova  have 
been  hatched.  Further,  the  association  took  in 
hand  the  extension  of  the  spawning  grounds,  which 
in  many  cases  were  curtailed  by  obstructions,  while 
with  a  view  of  keeping  a  better  check  on  poaching 
they  secured  a  house  on  one  of  the  islands  of  the  loch 
which  commanded  an  extensive  look  out,  and  as  it  was 
maliciously  burnt  down  last  year  that  fact  speaks 
eloquently  of  how  greatly  its  observations  were 
dreaded  by  the  poaching  fraternity.  These  opera- 
tions naturally  cost  money,  while,  strange  to  say, 
that,  near  as  Loch  Lomond  is  to  wealthy  Glasgow, 
its  citizens  did  not  at  once  give  this  excellent 
association  the  support  it  so  well  deserved;  Matters 
financial  are;  however, gt-adually righting  themselves, 
and  during  last  season  the  number  of  members 
was  nearly  doubled.    The  legal  position  is  that  the 


association  can  prosecute  any  unauthorised  person 
fishing  the  loch,  but  they  prefer  to  rely  upon  the 
support  of  the  anglers,  while  placing  those  who  do 
not  subscribe  anything  in  the  unpleasant  position 
of  getting  their  sport  at  the  expense  of  others. 
Loch  Lomond  is  not  a  public  loch  except  that  any 
one  may  cross  it  by  boat  or  row  about  on  it,  but 
the  public  have  no  right  to  fish  it.  The  subscription 
to  the  association  is  one  guinea  a  season,  which 
includes  the  right  of  angling  on  the  Luss  and  Frewin 
streams.  As  to  this  subscription  it  is  indeed  a 
moderate  sum  for  a  "  Glasgey  body "  to  pay  who 
can  fish  it  all  through  the  season,  but  I  think  it  is 
rather  too  large  an  amount  to  expect  from  the 
tourist  who  comes  to  try  his  luck  for  only  a  few 
days.  Seven  shillings  a  day  for  three  days'  angling, 
plus  seven  shillings  for  boat  and  man,  comes  rather 
heavy,  and  probably  the  hyper-sensitive  tourist 
would  stay  away,  while  the  less  sentimental  one 
would  fish  for  his  three  days  and  depart  without 
leaving  his  guinea  behind  him,  for  which  neglect  he 
might  fairly  find  absolution  in  saying  to  himself, 
"  Why  should  I  pay  a  guinea  for  three  days'  fishing 
when  the  men  who  live  as  it  were  on  the  spot  only 
pay  the  same  amount  for  the  whole  season  of  263 
days  ?  "  If  the  hotel  keepers  on  Loch  Lomond  were 
empowered  to  ask  the  angling  bird  of  passage — (the 
bitterns  as  compared  with  the  herons),  say,  all 
those  who  resided  outside  a  fifty-mile  radius  of 
Balloch — for  a  smaller  contribution  to  the  funds  of 
the  association  it  would  rarely  be  refused,  and  as 
this  description  of  angler  is  very  numerous  the 
total  thus  received  might  represent  a  considerable 
increase  of  funds.  Anyway,  some  method  might 
easily  be  devised  which  would  give  the  passing 
angler  an  opportunity  of  helping  the  good  work  of 
the  association  at  a  less  cost  than  a  guinea. 

When  quartered  in  Glasgow  in  1863  I  missed  no 
opportunity  of  fishing  Loch  Lomond,  and  to  that 
end  had  rooms  at  a  delightful  little  cottage  on  the 
banks  of  the  Luss  close  to  the  mill  dam,  and  less 
than  half  a  mile  from  the  loch.  In  that  year  from 
the  middle  of  June  to  the  end  of  July  there  was  a 
great  drought,  and  for  six  weeks  no  appreciable 
rain  fell,  and  the  streams  were  mere  trickles  of 
water  dribbling  through  myriads  of  stones.  During 
this  time  and  by  degrees  numbers  of  salmon,  grilse, 
and  sea-trout  congregated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
little  Luss,  until  at  length  there  was  a  company  of 
many  hundreds  of  them  sailing  round  and  round 
while  waiting  for  rain,  all  of  them  absolutely 
indifferent  to  lures  of  any  sort.  On  one  Sunday  at 
the  end  of  this  July  a  friend  was  sitting  with  me 
on  the  river  bank  at  a  long,  broad,  stoney  shallow 
just  below  the  deep  pool  under  the  mill  weir.  It 
was  very,  very  hot,  with  a  cloudless  sky  without 
the  smallest  indication  of  rain,  and  that  day  there 
was  nothing  else  to  be  done  but  "moon"  about, 
as  at  that  period  the  natives  of  Luss  had  a  friendly 
way  of  heaving  half  bricks  at  anyone  who  tried  to 
fish  on  the  Sabbath,  and  I  quite  failed  to  persuade 
them  that  the  iiprooting  and  heaving  of  these 
missiles  entailed  harder  labour,  and  consequently  a 
greater  breach  of  the  Sabbath,  than  the  mere 
waving  to  and  fro  of  a  ten  foot  wand  of  wood. 
Suddenly  a  strange  noise  came  to  our  ears,  not 
unUke  an  engine  in  the  distance  blowing  off  steam, 
and  looking  up — lo  and  behold,  the  shallow  in 
front  of  us  was  literally  ahve  with  salmon,  grilse, 
and  sea-trout  forcing  their  way  amongst  the  stones 
towards  the  weir  pool,  with  their  backs  well  out  of 
the  water.  "Hurrah!"  cried  I.  "They  would 
not  do  that  unless  rain  was  near.  What  a  pretty 
sight !  ".  But  I  spoke  to  space,  for  my  friend,  who 
was  only  a  fish  eater,  not  an  angler,  was  already 
dashing  to  the  water,  and  a  second  later  was  in 
the  middle  of  the  shallow  trying  in  vain  to  make  a 
capture.  Had  he  known  the  trick  he  could  easily 
have  flung  a  dozen  good  fish  to  the  shore  by 
grasping  their  tails,  but  as  he  kept  grabbing  at  their 
backs,  while  cutting  his  knuckles  and  breaking  his 
finger-nails  on  the  stones,  all  his  attempts  were 
baffled,  imtil  at  last,  determined  to  do  or  die,  he 
cast  himself  quite  flat  on  a  nice  salmon,  and  before 
it  could  escape  from  beneath  him  he  had  got  his 
fingers  in  its  gills,  and  with  a  yell  of  triumph  he 
dashed  to  the  opposite  shore  and  knocked  it  on  the 
head.  Luckily  there  was  no  other  witness  of  the 
contest,  and  though  I  called  my  friend  a  poacher, 
and  heaped  reproaches  on  him,  I  nevertheless  ate 
salmon  steaks  at  dinner  that  evening.  These  fish 
thus  proved  themselves  better  barometers  than  did 
our  aneroids,'  for  that  .same  evening  the  weather 
broke  with  a  violent  thunderstorm,  followed  by  a 
fortnight  of   nearly  incessant  rain,     The  next 
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morning  the  streams  were  bank  high,  and  there 
was  not  a  sign  of  a  fish  in  the  weir  pool.  But  how 
did  they  know  the  rain  was  coming  ? 

As  a  rule  the  months  of  July  and  August  are 
the  pick  of  the  season,  and  those  who  are  fond  of 
loch  fishing  should  not  pass  by  Loch  Lomond  with- 
out giving  it  a  trial.  There  are  many  excellent 
hotels  on  its  shores,  while  with  regard  to  the  sport 
that  may  be  expected  the  following  takes  were 
recorded  in  1902,  but  as  there  is  no  system  of 
recording  them  the  totals  would  probably  be  con 
siderably  in  excess  of  those  that  have  been  given. 

From  April  22  to  30.— 1  salmon,  361b.  ;  4  sea 
trout,  7-|lb. ;  17  brown  trout,  441b. 

Six  days  in  May.— 8  salmon ;  15  sea-trout ;  41 
brown  trout. 

Seven  days  in  June.— 4  salmon;  18  sea-trout; 
168  brown  trout. 

Eight  days  in  July.— 4  salmon ;  10  sea-trout ;  78 
brown  trout. 

Six  days  in  August.— 2  salmon  ;  25  sea-trout ;  9 
brown  trout. 

Up  till  the  end  of  April  the  minnow  is  the  most 
killing  lure,  after  that  the  fly  makes  the  best 
baskets,  while  teal  wings  and  the  usual  standard 
patterns  will  all  kill.  Salmon  average  141b.,  sea- 
trout  2 Jib.,  and  twenty-one  were  got  by  one  boat 
in  a  day  which  weighed  401b.  Brownies  average 
lOoz.,  and  fifty-four  were  got  in  one  day  by  one 
boat  which  scaled  431b. 

{To  be  continued.) 


LIGHT  KODS. 


Stripped  of  controversial  matter  the  subject  of 
light  rods  is  a  simple  one.  Without  the  slightest 
shadow  of  doubt  a  fly  rod  should  be  as  light 
as  possible  consistent  with  the  work  it  has  to  do, 
and  not  the  least  work  that  a  rod  in  the  hands  of 
the  average  English  angler  has  to  do  is  propelling 
a  heavy  double-taper  waterproofed  silk  line.  The 
actual  hooking,  plaving,  and  landing  of  the  heaviest 
of  our  SalmonidcB  cause  nothing  like  so  much  strain 
on  a  rod  as  does  casting  the  heavy  Hnes  which  our 
salmon  fishers  and  dry-fly  trout  fishers  consider  to 
be  necessary,  and  this  being  so  if  lighter  rods  are 
demanded  they  must  be  fitted  with  lighter  lines. 
For  over  twenty  years  I  have  been  a  strong  advocate 
of  short  and  fight  trout  rods.  The  almost  extinct 
twelve-footer  was  always  an  abominable  weapon  in 
my  eyes ;  yet  the  time  was  when  plenty  of  them 
were  in  use,  and  as  the  awkward  twelve-footer  has 
gone  so  will  go  the  heavier  of  the  nine  and  ten  footers. 
They  must  go,  simply  because  there  is  no  need  for 
them,  and  with  them  will  also  disappear  the  heavier 
of  the  tapered  lines.  But  how  far  is  this  lightening 
process  to  go  ? 

When  the  great'dry-fly  boom  occurred  some  years 
ago  with  it  came  the  popularity  of  the  heavy  taper 
line,  and  with  the  use  of  that  Une  came  the  necessity 
of  a  specially  built  rod.  The  more  prominent  of 
the  EngUsh  rod-building  firms  will  probably  agree 
with  me  that  the  so-called  dry-fly  patterns  of  rods 
were  made  for  the  "new"  taper 'fines,  and  not  the 
lines  for  them.  Will  the  tables  be  turned,  and 
must  we  find  a  line  to  suit  the  "new  "  rod  ?  It  is 
all  very  well  to  pick  up  a  rod  in  a  shop  and  declare 
its  action  and  balance  perfect,  but  get  it  to  the 
waterside  with  too  heavy  a  line  in  it,  and  where  is 
the  action  and  balance  then  ?  And  without  doubt 
the  orthodox  pattern  of  taper  line  is  utterly  unsuited 
to  any  3oz.  rod.  American  or  Engfish. 

Is  the  fairly  heavy  taper  fine  to  go  then  ?  Let 
us  try  to  realise  what  the  sacrifice  of  it  would 
mean.  It  would  put  half  the  dry-fly  men  in  this 
country  "  out  of  court,"  for  their  present  long  easy 
casting  would  meet  with  a  severe  check,  and  casting 
in  the  teeth  of  the  wind  would  become  a  lost  art 
to  them!  "Driving"  a  fly  would  give  way  to 
"placing  "  a  fly  on  the  water,  "shooting"  the  fine 
would  become  far  more  difficult  of  accomplishment, 
and  in  other  ways  the  angler  would  have  less  com- 
mand over  his  equipment.  In  other  words,  the 
scholars  of  the  Halford  school  would  be  dismissed 
for  a  holiday.  Make  no  mistake :  if  you  are  to 
have  fight  weight  rods  of  present  American  pattern 
you  must  also  adopt  American  style  of  fishing. 
And  is  this  advisable  ?  I  say,  No.  I  repeat  that 
I  am  and  always  have  been  an  advocate  of  light 
rods,  but  I  am  no  supporter  of  those  who  would 
place  in  our  hands  a  rod  which  would  render  the 
use  of  a  fairly  heavy  taper  line  fearfully  fatiguing, 
if  not  absolutely  impossible,  and  would  compel  us 


to  adopt  American  methods  of  fishing.  I  venture 
to  assert,  therefore,  that  the  American  pattern  of 
light  rod  is  not  the  pattern  our  British  makers 
should  follow. 

But,  as  I  have  said,  undoubtedly  the  heavier 
rods  and  fines  must  go.    There  need  only  remain 
to  us  the  lighter  of  the  taper  fines  to  be  used  with 
as  light  a  rod  as  possible.    There  is  plenty  of  room 
for  the  English  rod-makers  to  considerably  reduce 
the  weight  of  their  rods,  and  still  retain  balance, 
power,  and  durability;  but  the  minimum  weight  of 
a  dry-fly  rod  when  reached  must  be  in  the  right 
part  of  it  or  the  latter  will  be  quit6  useless.  Of 
first  importance  is  balance.     One  of  the  most 
powerful  nine-footers  I  ever  handled  was  a  5|oz. 
Leonard  from  the  firm  of  Wm.  Mfils  and  Son,  of 
New  York.    It  was  of  built  cane,  but  such  cane ! 
I  can  only  fiken   it  to  a  beautifully  -  tempered 
Damascus  steel  blade.    It  was,  beyond  doubt,  an 
exceptionally  gwjd  Leonard.    It  was  lent  to  me 
just  after  I  made  that  thirty-yard  cast  at  Wim- 
bledon Lake,  and  with  it  I  had  at  the  time  some 
hope   of  meeting  Mr.    John   James   Hardy,  of 
Alnwick,  in  friendly  trial  of  skill  at  tournament 
casting.    But  it  had  one  great  fault.    The  balance 
was  too  far  forward.    I  was,  and  am,  prettji'  strong 
in  the  wrist,  but  that  rod  of  5|oz.  tired  me  more 
in  one  hour's  actual  fishing  than  my  favourite 
Hardy  that  weighed  nearly  lloz.  did  in  a  week, 
To  correct  the  balance  I  added  a  lead  button,  and 
then  I  might  just  as  well  have  had  a  heavier 
rod !     But  it  occurred  to  me  at  the  time,  and  I 
am  forcibly  reminded  of  the  matter  by  the  present 
discission,  that  that  Leonard  only  wanted  a  little 
more  weight  of  material  in  the  butt  to  bring  the 
balance  back  into  the  hand,  and  it  would  have 
been  a  perfect  dry-fly  rod.     Surely  the  British 
maker  wiU  not  foolishly  follow  the  present  pat- 
tern of  American  light  rods  and  give  our  cute 
Yankee  cousins  the  opportunity  of  producing  the 
dry-fly  rod  by  adding  two  or  three  ounces  to  the 
butt  of  their  present  pattern  ?    I  could  tell  you  of 
many  other  light  rods  I  have  handled,  all  of  which 
lacked  balance  when  they  had  power,  or  lacked 
power  when  they  had  balance.    And  this,  so  far  as 
I  know,  remains  the  fault  of  these  very  light  rods, 
British  and  American  alike,  to  the  present  day. 
Never  forget  that  it  is  not  always  the  lightest 
rod.  as  at  present  built,  that  fishes  the  easiest. 

The  "driving"  power  of  a  rod  Ues  in  the  butt. 
This  power,  so  important  to  dry-fly  men,  is  not  so 
necessary  to  American  anglers,  and  is  consequently 
less  in  evidence  in  American  rods.  But  we  must 
have  driving  power,  and  that  means  about  4oz.  of 
material  in  the  butt  alone  without  fittings,  unless 
some  new  and  fighter  material  be  found.  The  pre- 
sence of  this  weight  and  power  allows  of  adjustment 
of  balance  and  correct  action  in  the  rod,  without 
both  of  which  the  weapon,  however  light,  becomes 
"wrist-breaker."-  To  quote  from  Mr.  Gordon: 
"  The  weight  in  the  scales  may  be  reduced,  but  it 
is  the  weight  outboard,  from  the  hand,  that  is 
tiresome  and  produces  paralysis  of  the  grasping 
hand."  This  fault  may  be  corrected  by  putting 
the  minimum  practical  weight  principally  in  the 
material  of  the  butt,  the  proper  place  for  it. 

It  seems  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  fight  trout 
rods  must  be  made  from  bmlt  cane,  but  is  this  so  ? 
There  are  many  sofid  (or  nearly  solid)  materials 
from  which  excellent  dry-fly  rods  of  from  7oz.  to 
8oz.  might  be  made,  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  everyone  does  not  "swear  by"  built-cane 
even  though  Hardy  Brothers  be  the  producers) ; 
and  that  the  question  of  cost  is  of  enormous 
importance  to  some  anglers.  Are  these  latter  then 
to  go  without  a  "  light "  rod  ?  Some  so-called 
"whole-cane"  rods  (made  from  Tonquin  canes) 
are  really  very  fine  rods  indeed  ;  but  I  understand 
suitable  Tonquin  canes  are  very  difficult  to  obtain. 
Then  there  is  blue-mahoe  (a  capital  wood  for  the 
butts  of  light  rods),  and  our  old  friend  greenheart. 
I  once  handled  an  8oz.  greenheart  rod  at  Castle- 
connell ;  it  was  a  dry-fly  pattern  made  by  John 
Enright,  and  was  a  beauty.  One  could  have  fished 
with  it  for  a  week  and  never  tired,  and  it  sent  out 
twenty  yards  of  line  (when  necessary)  as  sweetly 
as  possible.*  But  unfortunately  most  Biitish  made 
"light"  rods  have  been  made,  I  repeat,  on  wrong 
lines.  For  years  I  occasionally  used  a  light- 
weight "  Dunkeld  "  greenheart  rod  made  by  Messrs. 
R.  Anderson  and  Son,  of  Edinburgh.    That  rod 


Here,  then,  was  our  light  rod  :  but  I  fear  it  was 
a  chance  production;  there  was  not  such  another 
in  Enright's  stock  ! 


weighed  about  6oz.,  and  it  was  all  that  could  be 
wished  for  "placing"  flies  on  the  water  after  the 
wet-fly  method,  but  it  was  incapable  of  "driving  " 
a  dry-fly.  And  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
otherwise  really  excellent  "Featherweight"  rods  of 
Messrs.  .J.  Warner  and  Sons  and  numerous  other 
firms.  It  is  all  nonsense  to  pre-suppose  that  only 
Yankees  can  build  light  rods.  English  manufac- 
turers have  made  them  for  ten  or  fifteen  years  past, 
but  not  on  the  right  lines.  The  day  for  heavy.' 
clumsy  rod  or  line  has  gone,  but,  with  our  Editor,  I 
do  sincerely  hope  Engfish  manufacturers  and  English 
anglers  will  not  rush  to  the  other  extreme.  I  cannot 
see  how  it  is  possible  to  produce  a  really  serviceable 
rod  of  less  than,  say.  7oz.  or  8oz.  For  fishing 
Engfish  waters  by  English  methods  you  must  have 
power,  balance,  and  action,  and  a  combination  of 
these  three  also  means  some  weight.  I  would  again 
emphatically  assert  that  a  well-balanced  rod  of 
8oz.  is  far  fighter  to  wield  than  an  ill-balancod  rod 
that  only  weighs  3oz.  in  the  scale.  British  rod- 
makers  might  more  seriously  consider  the  matter 
of  fighter  fittings;  Now  that  the  weight  of  mds  is 
to  be  reduced  to  a  few  ounces  this  matter  of  fittings' 
is  very  important.  It  is  all  very  well  to  assert 
that  American  fittings  are  brown  paper  rubbish, 
but  the  best  of  them  are  not  so,  and  they  are 
less  than  half  the  weight  of  the  majority  of  British 
fittings.  Why  retaui  the  heavy  solid  butt  end 
ferrule,  the  only  purpose  of  which  is  to  hold  a 
useless  button  at  most  times,  or  a  spear  just  now 
and  then,  which  for  all  time  could  be  quite  easily 
dispensed  with  ?  The  broad  heavy  bands  and  metal 
linings  of  the  winch  fittings  are  equally  unnecessary. 
Surely  all  these  matters  could  be  altered  for  the 
better  in  connection  with  the  process  of  fightening 
our  rods,  and  such  alterations  would  not  interfere 
with  the  actual  material  from  which  the  rod  is 
made,  and  from  which  we  get  power  and  comfort 
in  fishing. 

To  sum  up  my  opinion  on  this  matter.  Our 
English  rod-makers  ought  to  be  able  by  the  use  of 
very  best  material  and  workmanship  to  produce  a 
9ft.  6in.  or  10ft.  rod,  well  balanced,  powerful 
enough  to  "drive"  a  dry-fly,  and  of  a  durable 
character,  that  shall  not  weigh  more  than  8oz.*  I 
befieve  they  can  and  will,  and  when  they  have  done 
so  we  shall  have  what  is  wanted.  Two  ounce  and 
3oz.  rods  would  be  absolutely  useless  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  dry-fly  man,  who,  after  all,  is  the  man 
to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  fightening 
of  trout  rods  ;  from  time  immemorial  the  wet-fly 
man  has  had  the  choice  of  anything  from  3oz.  up- 
wards in  British-made  rods  (Enright,  of  Castle- 
conneU,  makes  3oz.  wet-fly  rods  from  greenheart). 
How  much  longer  is  the  dry-fly  man  to  toil  through 
the  day  with  a  rod  weighing  nearly  a  pound  ? 

E.  S.  S. 

[Many  dry-fly  anglers  will  agree  with  me  that 
heavy  rods  and  heavy  fines  are  unnecessary  in  dry- 
fly  fishing. — Ed.] 


MY  OPENING  DAY. 


I  BEGAN  this  morning,  Feb.  G.  It  seems  soon  in 
the  season,  no  doubt,  but  the  stream  is  an  early 
one,  the  trout  are  well  on  in  condition,  and  the 
water  is  my  own,  so,  thank  goodness,  I  can  begin 
when  I  choose  after  the  legal  date. 

My  cast  was  soaking  all  night,  and  I  put  on  the 
flies  after  breakfast — a  March  Brown  as  point. 
Black  Palmer  as  dropper,  both  dressed  on  No.  2 
hooks. 

A  dull,  cloudy  sky  with  fitful  gleams  of  sunslu'nc  ; 
a  chilly,  strong  south-east  wind  blowing  straight 
upstream  I'm  glad  to  see,  for  it  helps  me  a  lot. 
The  water  is  high,  j  ust  clearing  after  a  spate. 

And  what  a  charming  little  river  it  is,  to  be  sure, 
with  its  old-time  mill  and  dilapidated  weir,  down 
which  the  water  is  dancing  and  fussing  in  such  a 
desperate  hurry  to  eddy  past  the  corner  where  the 
rushes  and  flags  are  bowing  their  never-ending 
farewells  to  it. 

As  I  make  my  first  cast  from  the  end  of  the 
meadow  a  waterhen  scuffles  across  the  stream, 
bustles  up  the  opposite  bank,  and  then  gets  on  the 
wing  in  the  sort  of  weakly,  uncertain  way  tiieso 
birds  have.  I  miss  a  "rise,"  of  course,  through 
watching  the  performance,  but  I  had  him  the  very 
next  try,  and  what  a  thrill  it  gave  mo  to  feel  a 
trout  on  once  more  after  the  long  oli-season. 


*  Messrs,  Hardy  have  done  this  in  their  now 
"  Hardy-Marston    split-cane.— Ed. 
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During  the  winter,  as  I  have  no  grayling,  I've  kept 
my  hand  in  by  fishing  for  small  pike  with  a  fly  rod, 
fine  cast,  and  live  minnow,  and  good  fun  in  its  way, 
too.  for  they  gave  grand  sport  on  such  light  tackle, 
and  I  landed  most  of  them ;  very  few  indeed 
escaped  by  cutting  the  cast  with  their  teeth. 

But  about  this  trout.  He  made  a  headlong  dash 
down  stream,  and,  being  full  of  "buck,"  gave  a 
couple  of  springs  well  above  the  water  when  I 
checked  the  rush.  I  got  him  on  the  sward  in  the 
end,  spending  some  moments  then  in  admiring  his 
make  and  shape,  turning  him  first  on  one  side  and 
then  on  the  other,  as  I  daresay  most  of  us  do  with 
a  decent  fish.  I've  nothing  to  weigh  him  with, 
but  he  is  thirteen  inches  long  and  fairly  well  fed. 
It  was  the  Black  Palmer  that  proved  his  fatal  lure. 

I  fished  the  meadow  up  twice,  taking  two  hours 
about  it,  small  as  it  is,  but  I  fancy  I'm  a  very  slow 
mover.  I  got  two  more  very  sizeable  fish,  lost  two 
others  in  a  tangle  of  weeds  and  water-borne  flags, 
and  missed  some  half  a  dozen  rises.  Of  those  I 
hooked  three  were  on  the  Palmer  and  two  on  the 
March  Brown.  I  couldn't  see  a  fly  of  any  descrip- 
tion on  the  water,  and  there  were  none  in  the  trout 
I  opened. 

At  the  cottage  I  exchanged  the  rod  for  my  g"un, 
left  two  of  the  trout  for  an  ailing  villager,  and  on 
the  way  home  picked  up  a  couple  of  snipe. 

And  now,  smoking  a  pipe  and  thinking  of  the 
bending  of  that  supple  little  rod,  I'm  in  the  state  of 
!'  just  waiting  for  to-morrow  to  come.'l  Coot, 


TEOUT    FLIES  AND 
FLY-DEE  SSING. 
LETTERS  FROM  MY  DAD, 
Edited  by  Alan  GRANOBi 

{Concluded  from  page  95.) 

LETTER  VIIL 

Gibraltar,  April  2,  IS— ; 
***** 

May  brings  along  the  Alder,  a  fat,  juicy-looking 
fly  with  plum-coloured  body  and  brown  netted 
looking  wings.  It  is  a  great  favourite  with  the  trout. 
The  body  is  commonly  made  of  peacock's  herl  tied 
with  plum-coloured  or  dark  red  silk.  The  legs  are 
from  a  rusty  black  cock's  hackle  and  the  wings  from 
the  freckled  wing  feathers  of  a  game  hen.  Or  it 
can  be  tied  with  a  dark  rusty  dun  hackle  for  legs 
and  wings,  and  a  similar  body  ;  this  is  known  as 
the  Alder  Bud.  The  female  fly  is  larger  than  the 
male.  The  fly  is  in  shape  Uke  a  fat  member  of  the 
Sedge  Fly  class,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  is  in  a 
class  by  himself.  On  the  water  about  the  same  time 
you  will  find  a  fly  of  the  Sedge  class  Very  like  the 
Alder  at  first  sight,  but  redder  in  the  wings.  This  is 
called  the  Welshman's  Button.  It  is  dressed  like  an 
Alder,  except  that  the  wings  are  from  the  pinky 
mottled  feather  from  a  peahen's  wing.  If  you 
cannot  get  this,  use  the  freckled  part  of  the  ruddy 
feather  from  a  partridge's  tail. 

In  the  hedgerows  in  May  and  early  June  you  will 
see,  dancing  in  the  hawthorn  hedges,  some  clear- 
■winged  black-bodied  flies  with  legs  trailing  behind. 
These  are  Hawthorn  Flies.  Sometimes  the  trout 
take  them  fairly  well.  They  are  dressed  with  black 
ostrich  hcrl  bodies,  wings  of  pale  jay  wing  feather, 
and  long  black  cock's  hackles. 

Another  fly  of  this  month  is  the  Black  Gnat. 
Don"t  you  believe  in  the  shopmen's  Black  Gnats. 
They  are  for  the  most  part  rubbish.  Fat  ostrich 
herled  things,  not  a  bit  like  the  real  insect.  Get  a 
turkey  tail  feather  and  use  a  strand  of  it  wound 
round  the  hook  for  the  body,  the  tiniest  purple 
black  hackle  from  an  old  cock  starling  for  the  head 
and  a  wing  of  jay,  the  palest  part  of  the  primary 
feather,  or  a  slip  of  pike  scale  laid  on  flat.  Another 
pattern  is  tied  with  plain  brown  silk  and  an  ordinary 
starling's  hackle.  Other  Black  Gnats  occur  later 
in  the  season.    I  will  tell  you  about  them  later. 

There  is  a  small  pale  Dun  in  May.  There  is  a  very 
similar  fly  in  September,  which  is  sometimes  called 
the  Sky  Blue.  The  same  dressing  will  do  for  either. 
Wing,  feather  from  secondary  of  small  pale  gull, 
a  very  pale  blue,  but  not  the  palest.  Body,  yellow 
tying  silk  waxed,  dubbed  loosely  with  ruddy 
squirrel's  fur  or  with  the  pinky  fur  from  the  poll  of 
the  hare,  and  ribbed  closely  with  unwaxed  primrose 
silk.  Hackle,  pale  blue,  with  yellow  points  if 
possible.  A  hackled  pattern  may  be  tied  with  the 
same  body,  and  a  small  hackle  from  the  same  gull 
I  have  not  had  much  experience  of  the  Oak  Fly' 


also  called  the  Cannon  Fly  or  the  Downlooker  (from 
his  habit  of  standing  head  downwards  on  trees  and 
gates).  I  know  it  is  usual  to  dress  the  artificial 
with  wings  from  the  paler  outside  feathers  of  a 
woodcock's  wing,  and  that  the  body  is  of  an  ashy 
colour,  but  I  leave  you  to  catch  the  insect  and  worry 
out  the  dressing  for  yourself. 

On  the  tops  of  wild  parsley  and  similar  flowers 
you  will  find  the  Soldier  Beetle  or  Fern  Web,  in 
numbers'  In  flight  he  looks  strangely  like  the 
common  Soldier  Palmer.  He  may  be  dressed  in  the 
way  I  told  you  how  to  dress  a  Palmer,  with  red  wool 
or  crewel  body  and  a  red  cock's  hackle  with  a  gold 
wire  ribbing. 

The  Coch-y-Bondhu.  or  Marlow  Buzz,  is  now  to 

be  found.    It  is  a  beetle  with  a  brown  back  and  dark 

underside.    This  dressing  does  not  greatly  resemble 

it,  but  it  is  a  good  standard  fly.    Tie  it  with  a  fat 

peacock's  herl  body  and  a  Coch-y-Bondhu  hackle 

(black  centre  and  black  edge  and  red  in  between)  at 

shoulder  only,    I  prefer  to  use  the  reddest  part 

of  a  red  feather  from  the  partridge's  tail,  tied  in  at 

the  tail  and  brought  over  the  back  (after  the  herl 

is  wound  and  a  small  black  hackle  put  on),  and 

finished  at  the  head.    You  can  if  you  hke  tie  in  at 

the  tail  a  shp  of  pale  starUng  wing  to  suggest  that 

the  beetle  is  folding  its  wings. 

*  *  *  *  * 

LETTER  IX. 

Gibraltar,  May  6,  18—.- 
At  the  end  of  May  occurs  the  Green  Drake  or 
May  Fly,  but  as  you  are  not  Ukely  to  have  a  chance 
of  fishing  in  any  waters  where  it  occurs,  I  won't 
burden  your  small  head  with  an  account  of  it  now. 
For  May  and  June  the  flies  are  much  the  same.  I 
have  told  you  most  of  them.  I  hope  you  will  keep 
my  letters  to  refer  to.  In  July  you  will  get  the  July 
Dun,  something  Uke  a  pale  Iron  Blue  Dun.  Dress 
him  with  a  body  made  from  two  or  three  strands 
from  a  heron's  wing  wrapped  closely  over  yellow 
silk,  wings  from  a  snipe's  primary  quill  feathers, 
and  a  paUsh  blue  hackle.  The  Red  Ant  is  also 
useful  at  the  end  of  July  and  in  August.  This  you 
tie  with  deep  orange  or  brown  red  silk  with  two  or 
three  turns  of  bronze  peacock's  herl  at  the  tail, 
then  the  silk  exposed,  then  a  red  hackle  at  shoulder, 
and  if  you  find  winged  ants  on  the  water,  a  slip  of 
starling  feather  will  make  a  good  wing.  The  black 
ant  is  dressed  in  the  same  way  only  with  black  silk, 
black  ostrich  herl,  and  a  black  hackle. 

In  August  and  September  you  will  find  the  August 
Dun  useful.  It  is  a  pale  sandy  March  Brown  of  small 
size.  Hare's  poll  ribbed  with  yellow  silk  makes  a 
good  body  for  it,  tied  on  with  orange  silk.  The 
wing  from  a  pale  slip  of  the  hen  pheasant's  secondary 
and  the  hackle  a  pale  ginger  cock's.  Tail  the  same. 
Don't  forget  the  Red  Spinner  of  this  fly.  It  is  a 
first-rate  evening  fly  for  the  latter  part  of  August 
and  the  first  half  of  September.  In  September  you 
will  have  the  Willow  Fly  again.  I  told  you  how  to 
dress  this.    Also  the  Sky  Blue  or  Little  Pale  Blue. 

But  I  was  forgetting  the  Black  Gnat  of  August 
and  September,  a  most  important  fly  on  muggy 
days.  He  is  not  quite  hke  the  Black  Gnat  of  May, 
the  body  being  bright  and  shiny.  Nothing  imitates 
it  better  than  the  outside  of  the  stalk  of  a  chafiinch's 
wing  or  tail  feather.  I  like  this  pattern  better  than 
the  Fog  Black  of  Yorkshire.  It  is  so  called  because 
the  natural  fly  comes  on  in  quantities  about  the 
time  when  the  farmers  are  cutting  their  "  fogs,"-  as 
they  call  their  second  crop  of  grass. 

The  Cinnamon  Fly  is  a  brightish  coloured  Sedge 
Fly  which  comes  on  in  September.  Wing  him 
with  the  yellow  part  of  the  thrush's  quill  feathers 
or  the  ruddiest  feather  of  landrail,  and  give  him  a 
body  of  pale,  sandy  fur  Hke  hare's  poll,  tied  on 
orange  silk,  and  a  ginger  hackle  to  match. 

A  good  fly  during  September,  both  for  trout  and 
grayling,  is  the  Whirling  Blue  Dun,  a  fair-sized  dun 
fly,  with  wings  of  snipe  or  dark  starUng  body  of 
medium  coloured  blue  fur,  such  as  fox  down,  and 
legs  and  whisk  of  ginger. 

As  the  nights  get  cold  you  will  find  the  house  flies 
beginning  to  fall  on  the  water,  and  both  trout  and 
grayUng  will  take  them.  Here  are  two  good 
patterns  : — 

The  Green  Insect.— ^ody  of  bright  green  peacock's 
herl,  hackle  of  smoky  blue  cock. 

The  House  Fly.— Body  of  brownish  grey  wool, 
hackle  of  dirty  black  with  whitish  points  tied  like  a 
Palmer  with  silver  wire  ribbing. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  have  caught  your  first 
trout  on  a  fly  of  your  own  making.    You  will  pro- 


bably find  you  cannot  possibly  use  all  the  flies  I 

have  told  you  of  in  your  first  season ;  but  keep  my 

letters  by  you,  and  I  think  you  will  find  them  useful 

in  future  years. 

I  am  sending  you  a  hank  of  first-rate  fine  Spanish 

silkworm  gut.    Take  care  of  it,  keep  it  covered  up 

from  the  air  and  in  a  dry  place,  not  too  warm. 

Don't  use  it  too  sparingly,  or  it  will  be  rotten  before 

you  have  done  with  it,  and  there  is  plenty  more 

when  that  is  done. 

*  *  *  *  III 


THE  SALMON  PKOBLEM  OF 
THE  LUNE. 


Me.  Phillips,  of  Lancaster,  who  has  written 
several  articles  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  salmon 
angling  in  the  Lune,  sends  the  following  note  :  — 

"  The  Board  of  Trade  have  issued  a  report 
on  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  river  Lune.  Of  late 
years,  as  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  often  pointed 
out,  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  Lune  has  decreased 
until  from  an  angling  point  of  view  it  became 
worthless.  This  last  year,  however,  it  revived 
somewhat,  and  prospects  for  the  coming  season 
are  good.  The  Fishery  Board,  to  try  to  mend 
matters,  determined  upon  two  things.  First, 
remembering  that  the  House  of  Lords  had  decided 
that  drift  nets  were  illegal  on  a  certain  Scotch  river, 
they  declined  to  licence  any  for  the  Lune ;  secondly, 
they  applied  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  permission 
to  make  a  certain  part  of  the  estuary  into  a  play- 
ground, in  which  only  heave  nets  shall  be  used. 
The  Board  of  Trade  now  report  that  it  is  question- 
able if  the  refusal  to  licence  drift  nets  is  right  and 
proper,  and  as  to  the  playground  idea  they  disallow 
it  altogether.  They  point  out  that  the  key  to  the 
river  lies  in  the  weir  at  Skerton,  six  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  where  the  fishing  rights  are 
owned  by  Mr.  Thompson,  owner  of  Skerton  Mill. 
It  is  at  this  weir  where  the  salmon  are  scooped  up 
after  escaping  the  nets  in  the  estuary,  and  the 
recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  that  the 
Conservators  should '  reconsider  the  whole  question 
of  the  regulation  of  nets  in  their  district,  and  of 
the  part  which  Skerton  Weir  plays  in  the  problem 
before  them.'  In  short,  there  will  never  be  good 
salmon  angling  for  those  rodmen  who  frequent  the 
Lune  until  Skerton  Weir  has  been  tackled.  Tlie 
Board  of  Trade  say  the  fish-pass  is  not  suitable. 
That  is  only  one  point.  The  great  point  is  that 
there  is  too  much  netting  altogether.  Mr.  Thompson 
holds  the  key  of  the  river  in  his  hands,  and  although 
he  is  legally  entitled  to  all  he  gets  the  situation  is 
none  the  less  irritating  to  those  who  would  like  to 
see  the  Lune  come  back  to  its  old  form  as  a  salmon 
river."- 


A  EETEOSPECT  AND  A 
COMPAEISON.* 


Aftee  congratulating  the  members  on  the  pro- 
gress and  the  work  of  the  society  during  the  past 
twenty-five  years  of  its  existence,  and  after  enumerat- 
ing the  most  important  of  the  many  reforms  it  had 
initiated  and  the  many  practical  benefits  it  had 
conferred  on  the  angling  fraternity  and  on  the 
nation  generally,  and  after  shoeing  how  the  society 
owed  its  being  to  an  amalgamation  of  the  principal 
fishing  associations  of  the  kingdom,  the  lecturer 
proceeded  as  follows  : — 

It  has  been  the  almost  constant  custom  of  the 
occupants  of  this  chair  on  the  occasion  of  our 
annual  meeting  to  address  the  members  chiefly  on 
the  subject  of  the  most  important  happenings 
which  have  occurred  during  the  preceding  twelve 
months,  and  to  point  out  the  nature  cf  the  work  of 
most  pressing  need  which  ought  to  be  grappled  with 
in  the  coming  year.  From  this  custom  I  propose  to 
depart,  inasmuch  as  our  present  meeting  is  alto- 
gether of  an  exceptionable  character,  seeing  that  we 
are  here  assembled  specially  to  celebrate  our  twenty- 
fifth  birthday.  This  being  so  it  appears  to  me  I 
would  be  better  fulfilhng  my  duty  were  I  to  bring 
before  your  notice  a  more  general  review  of  the 
progress  effected  in  the  art  and  science  of  fresh- 

♦  An  abstract  of  a  lecture  delivered  on  the 
occasion  of  its  first  jubilee  before  the  members 
of  the  British  Freshwater  Fishing  Society  by  Pra- 
fessor  Victor  Newman,  president,  at  the  Society's 
Institute,  London,  on  Dec.  4,  1943. 
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water  fishing  during  a  far  more  extended  period, 
and  covering  therefore  a  far  greater  number  of 
subjects  of  interest  and  of  weight. 

Whether  we  creep  or  whether  we  gallop  along 
the  highway  of  hfe  it  is  as  well  occasionally  to  rest, 
and  to  remember  that  every  inch  of  ground  covered 
is  essential  to  our  onward  progress,  and  that  every 
milestone  marks  not  only  the  distance  traversed, 
but  also  on  it  is  inscribed,  for  those  who  are  able 
to  read  its  writing,  the  lessons  of  the  past  and  the 
problems  of  the  future.   With  this  conception  before 
U3  I  now  purpose  making  a  brief,  though  wholly 
inadequate,  review  of  the  chief  events  of  interest  to 
our  common  aims  that  have  occurred  during  the  past 
half  century,  and  to  institute  a  comparison  between 
the  conditions,  the  modes,  and  the  methods  of  fresh- 
water fishing  as  existing  some  fifty  years  ago  and 
those  which  obtain  at  the  present  time.    Fifty  years 
ago  the  state  of  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  other  fresh 
water  areas  in  this  country  was,  as  I  myself  well 
remember,  very  different  from  what  we  find  to-day. 
At  that  period  it  almost  seemed  as  if  some  malign 
influence  were  systematically  at  work  to  bring 
about  the  total  extermination  of  all  fish  from  our 
home  waters.  Indeed,  many  of  the  rivers  which  now 
are  teeming  with  fish  life  were  practically  useless 
for  the  purposes  of  sport  when  the  present  century 
was  still  in  its  infancy.    This  lamentable  condition 
of  things  seems  to  have  been  brought  about  chiefly 
through  the  criminal  neglect  by  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  most  elementary  precautions  and 
the  enforcement  of  the  simplest  and  most  obvious 
preventive  measures.    Ahnost  without  exception 
refuse  from  towns,  villages,  and  private  houses,  as 
from  factories  and  other  works,  was  emptied  into 
the  neighbouring  waters,  and  this,  too,  in  the  face 
of  the  existing  laws  against  the  practice  of  these 
scandalous  acts.    Callousness  and  ignorance  on  the 
part  of  the  mass  of  the  people,  cynical  greed  on 
the  part  of   the  manufacturers   and  municipal 
authorities,  and  an  extraordinary  disregard  of  their 
responsibilities  on  the  part  of  the  Government  are 
the  features  which  strike  us  with  respect  to  this 
grave  subject  when   looked  at   from   the  cold 
impartiality  of  the  standpoint  of  to-day. 

Neither  were  these  the  only  sources  of  the  growing 
depopulation  of  our  freshwaters  fifty  years  ago, 
inasmuch  as  we  find  that  in  many  rivers  the  owners 
or  others  personally  interested  were  permitted  to 
erect  weirs  and  other  obstructions  without  regard 
to  their  scientific  construction  in  the  interests  of 
fish  life. 

Nothing  whatever  seems  to  have  been  attempted 
in  the  way  of  restricting  the  growth  of  noxious 
weeds,  or  of  rearing  aquatic  plants,  the  presence  of 
which  would  provide  shade,  shelter,  or  appropriate 
food  for  the  fish,  while  at  the  same  time  the  im- 
portant and  vital  question  of  providing  ample  and 
suitable  breeding  places  was  also  ignored.    Of  the 
widely-spread  and  very  serious  fungoid  and  other 
infective  maladies,  which  did  so  much  to  complete 
the  work  of  extermination,  we  are  surprised  to  find 
that  very  little,  if  anything,  of  real  value  was 
either  tried  or  accomphshed  to  lessen  their  viru 
lence  or  to  prevent  their  occurrence  in  waters 
hitherto  free  from  their  contaminating  infiuence. 
Most  fortunately  for  the  welfare  of  our  sport,  and 
indeed  for  the  actual  preservation  of  fish  life  at  all, 
these  scourges  were  carefully  studied  in  the  early 
years  of  the  present  century,  and  as  a  result  means 
were  discovered  of  very  potently  mitigating  their 
evil  effects.    Viewing  these  acts  in  the  hght  of 
what  is  now  so  successfully  and  so  universally  done 
as  a  matter  of  course,  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
destruction  of  fish  in  our  freshwaters  did  not  pro- 
gress even  more  rapidly  than  we  know  was  actually 
the  case. 

It  is  not,  I  think,  overstating  the  case  to  say  that 
fifty  years  ago  fish-culture  and  care  in  our  public 
home  waters  were  still  in  their  infancy,  if  indeed 
they  had  even  reached  the  stage  of  birth.  With 
respect  to  sahnon,  to  quote  but  one  specific 
example,  it  would  appear  that  a  systematic  effort 
was  made  both  by  the  pubhc  and  by  the  authorities 
absolutely  to  exterminate  them,  as  in  addition  to 
the  above-named  sources  of  destruction  these 
unfortunate  fish  were  freely  netted  at  the  mouths 
of  the  rivers,  a  practice,  I  need  not  remind  you, 
that  for  many  years  past  has  rightly  been  regarded 
by  our  laws  and  by  our  pubhc  conscience  as  an  act 
01  criminality. 

The  lecturer  then  gave  many  facts  and  figures 
taken  from  official  contemporary  Reports  showing 
the  actual  extent  of  the  destruction  of  game  fish  in 
the  principal  rivers  of  England  and  Wales,  and 


specifying  the  localities  where  this  destruction  was 
most  serious  and  most  prevalent.  Continuing  he 
said : — 

In  the  year  1918,  when  our  society  was  first 
established,  very  few  game  fish  existed,  with  some 
few  notable  exceptions,  in  the  rivers  of  this  country, 
and  of  those  fish  which  were  at  that  period  stili 
referred  to  as  "coarse  "  a  very  marked  diminution 
in  numbers  and  quafity  was  everywhere  apparent; 
only  pike,  perch,  eels,  and  a  few"  other  species  of 
less  importance  being  found  in  sufficient  numbers 
to  give  a  fortunate  few  an  occasional  day's  sport. 
In  certain  favoured  rivers,  notably  in  some  of  the 
chalk  streams  of  the  south,  trout  of  a  sort  could 
still  be  caught  in  fair  numbers,  but  all  of  these 
waters  were  strictly  preserved,  and  were,  moreover, 
the  property  of    private    individuals,   who  at 
immense  expense  had  bought  up  the  fishing  rights 
and,  according  to  what  was  then  considered  the 
best  methods,  had  cultivated  the  growth  of  the 
fish.    How  costly  this  privilege  of  private  owner- 
ship was  may  be  inferred  when  I  mention  that  a 
contemporary  Government  Report  tells  us  that 
native  salmon  caught  in  the  year  1919  could  not  be 
produced  for  less  than  16s."  a  pound,  while  trout 
were  retailed  at  from  2s.  6d.  to  Ss.  a  pound.  How- 
ever,  the   evil  results  of  the  degeneration  and 
extermination   of  our    fresh-water  fish  brought 
about  their  own  remedy,  as  we  know  that  in  the 
year  mentioned  these  evils  had  become  terribly 
accentuated,  and,  as  a  consequence,  pubhc  agitation 
had  grown  to  such  formidable  dimensions  and  was 
so  threatening  that  it  became  impossible  further  to 
postpone  introducing  remedial  measures  for  their 
abatement  and  for  their  prevention  in  the  future. 
Tens  of  thousands  of  eager  anglers  found  their 
beloved  sport  impossible  to  obtain  in  their  native 
land,  and  their  urgent  demand  for  reform  even- 
tually, in  1921,  led  to  the  introduction  and  passing 
by  the  national  Parliament  of  the  "Fresh-water 
Fish   Preservation   and   Nationalisation  Bill,"  a 
rneasure  which,   with  slight  additions,  has  ever 
since  been  the  law  of  our  land,  and  to  which  we 
owe  the  present  changed  conditions  of  our  native 
waters. 

As  you  are  aware  this  Act  abolished  private 
ownership  in  all  the  rivers,  lakes,  canals,  and  other 
freshwater  areas  in  England  and  in  Wales,  all  of 
which  were  taken  over  by  the  Government  for  the 
pubhc  benefit,  the  existmg  owners  being  equitably 
compensated  for  the  loss  of  their  rights,  and  as  at 
that  time  there  happened  to  be  an  expert  angler  as 
well  as  an  exceptionably  able  statesman  at  the  head 
of  the  national  administration,  means  were  at  once 
adopted  to  restore  the  former  glories  of  fishing  in 
this  country.    The  first  step  in  this  direction  was 
the  establishment  of  the  important   "Board  of 
Freshwater  Management "  as  a  permanent  depart- 
ment of  Government  consisting  of  a  body  of  highly- 
paid  scientific  and  practical  men,  presided  over  by 
a  responsible  Minister  of  the  Crown.    It  was  the 
duty  of  this  board,  inter  alia,  to  cleanse  the  rivers, 
etc.,  from  their  existing  impurities,  and  to  prevent 
further  contamination  in  the  future  ;  to  study  the 
circumstances  best  calculated  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  fish  hfe  generally;   to  introduce  from 
abroad  such  species  of  fish  as  appeared  most  hkely 
to  thrive  in  Britain,  and  which,  moreover,  were 
most  suitable  for  sport  and  for  food ;  and  in  a 
word  to  restock  our  home  waters  and  carry  out  the 
necessary  measures  to  ensure  a  large  supply  of 
healthy  and  prohfic  fish.    I  need  not  trace  in  any 
detail  the  history  of  this  Board  since  it  was  first 
created,  inasmuch  as  its  ample  and  very  carefully 
compiled  Reports  are  on  the  shelves  of  our  society's 
hbrary  and  free  for  the  perusal  of  all  our  members. 
I  would,  however,  before  leaving  this  portion  of  my 
subject,  record  my  personal  obUgations,  as  also,  I 
am  certain,  those  of  every  member  of  our  society, 
for  the  painstaking  and  scientific  manner  in  which 
this  Board  has  done,  and  is  still  doing,  its  extremely 
arduous  and  important  duties.    It  is  very  largely 
due  to  its  labours  that  our  freshwaters  to-day  are 
stocked  with  abundance  of  healthy  fish,  and  that, 
as  a  result,  this  Board  has  become  a  prime  factor 
in  our  national  hfe.  seeing  that  it  has  been  the 
means  of  providing  immense  quantities  of  whole- 
some food  to  our  people  at  a  small  cost  to  the 
consumer. 

As  you  know  for  three  years,  commencing  in 
1922,  not  a  single  rod  was  allowed  to  be  used 
throughout  our  country,  inasmuch  as  during  that 
period  the  waters  were  being  thoroughly  purified 
and  restocked.  .  As  you  are  further  aware  no  one 
since  that  time  has  been  permitted  to  fish  without 


having  first  procured  an  annual  or  a  monthly 
hcence  the  cost  of  which,  although  extremely  low, 
not  only  defrays  the  whole  expenses  of  manage- 
ment, but  furnishes  annually  a  substantial  con- 
tribution towards  the  fund  for  the  repayment  of 
the  cost  of  compensating  the  expropriated  owners. 

All  netting  (except  under  the  supervision  of 
Government  for  special  purposes)  has,  of  course, 
been  prohibited  by  law,  and  what  is  of  far  more 
importance,  the  law  has  been  enforced  with  rigour 
and  impartiality,  any  infractions  being  punished  bv 
severe  terms  of  imprisonment,  and  as  the  pubhc  is 
personally  interested  in  keeping  up  a  large  supply 
of  fish,  no  difficulty  is  found  in  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

Of  the  many  results  of  groat  national  importance 
following  the  new  order  officially  introduced  in 
1921,  the  most  far-reaching  and  the  most  widely 
beneficent  was  effected  by  the  methods  then  adopted 
whereby  fresh-water  fish  were  made  to  solve  in 
great  measure  the  pressing  problem  of  pubhc  food 
supply.    Throughout  this  country  we  now  have  a 
thoroughly  efficient  and  practical  system  of  receiv- 
ing and  distributing  fish  depots  attached  to  the 
existing  post  offices,  to  which  all  fish,  above  the 
amount  allowed  by  law  to  be  retamed  by  the 
angler,  have  to  be  taken  on  the  day  of  their  cap- 
ture.   At  these  depots  fish  is  sold  to  the  pubhc  at 
a  nominal  price,  and  from  them  the  surplus  is  sent 
to  those  populous  centres  where  it  is  most  needed. 
At  these  depots  also  full  directions  are  issued  free, 
showing  in  simple  and  concise  language  how  to' 
cook  and  prepare  fresh-water  fish  for  the  table,  and 
as  our  modern  methods  in  this  respect  enable  us  to 
make  every  kind  of  fish  thoroughly  palatable,  the 
practical  good  results  are  enormous.     You  will 
scarcely  credit  the  assertion,  though  it  is  strictly 
true,  that  fifty  years  ago  thousands  of  tons  of  both 
salt  and  of  fresh-water  fish  annually  were  wantonly 
destroyed,  the  former  in  order  to  limit  the  supply 
and  thus  enhance  the  price,  the  latter  because 
anglers  regarded  fresh-water  fish  for  the  most  part 
as  unfit  for  food.    In  the  case  of  roach  and  of 
bream  especially  immense  quantities  of  these  were 
caught,  no  hmit  being  imposed  on  their  capture, 
and  as  they  were  considered  as  unpalatable  and 
unwholesome  they  were  taken  wholesale  for  sport 
and  destroyed  wholesale  afterwards.   In  this  respect 
we  most  certainly  have  made  a  very  striking  and 
important  move  in  the  right  direction. 

F.  Geenfell  Baker, 
{To  he  continued.) 


TWO  DAYS  ON  SHIN. 


The  following  notes  of  a  couple  of  days  in 
Sutherlandshire  in  186-  may  possibly  interest 
anglers  who  now  visit  that  district.  I  had  been 
staying  at  Lairg  for  a  week  or  so,  and  being 
desirous  of  trying  the  far  end  of  Loch  Shin,  I  had 
ordered  a  boat  with  two  rowers  to  be  ready  early 
on  July  11  to  pull  up  to  Overscaig.  The  morning 
came,  but  with  it  a  gale  of  wind,  against  which 
it  was  quite  out  of  the  question  to  attempt  to  row ; 
for  the  moment,  therefore,  the  expedition  had 
to  be  given  up,  and  I  went  off  to  fish  the  river  below 
the  loch.  On  this  pretty  piece  of  water  I  had  a 
very  nice  day's  sport  with  the  fly,  getting  18lb.  of 
trout,  and  ending  up  by  hooking  a  salmon  in  the 
"Lady's  Pool,"  which,  after  causing  me  much 
anxiety  and  perturbation  of  spirit,  ultimately 
I  smashed  my  gear  in  most  ignominious  fashion. 

About  6  p.m.  I  got  back  to  the  inn  and  had  a 
good  substantial  dinner  of  trout  and  blackfaced 
mutton.  The  weather  was  beautiful  and  the  wind 
had  dropped,  but  the  sky  looked  like  another  hard 
blow  next  day,  and  it  seemed  hkely  that  I  might  bo 
again  prevented  from  getting  up  the  loch  by  boat. 
I  got  hold  of  the  two  gilUes,  and  as  they  agreed  in 
my  forecast  we  arranged  to  start  that  evening  and 
troll  up  the  ten  miles  or  so  to  Overscaig  in  the 
hope  of  picking  up  a  big  one  on  the  way.  About 
9  p.m.,  the  boat  having  been  provisioned,  we  got 
afloat,  and  in  order  to  make  the  best  of  things 
I  had  three  trolling  rods  with  long  lines  out  astern, 
a  different  variety  of  phantom  attached  to  each 
on  a  strong  trace.  For  two  hours  we  passed  at 
regulation  speed  along  the  shores  of  Loch  Shin,  the 
only  sounds  audible  being  the  measured  beat  of  the 
oars  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  gilhes  in  con- 
nection with  taking  short  spells  at  their  pipes  and 
chewing.  Just  about  midnight  it  was  pretty  dark, 
and  I  had  fallen  into  a  kind  of  doze,  when  suddenly 
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bang  went  the  reel  of  the  middle  trolhng  rod.  At 
once  all  were  on  the  alert.  I  snatched  up  the 
"pole"  through  the  rings  of  which  the  line  was 
flying;  "stroke'-  shipped  his  oar  with  commend- 
able rapidity,  grabbed  one  of  the  other  rods,  and 
woimd  up  line  as  for  dear  life.  Quick  as  he  was, 
however,  he  was  not  quick  enough ;  the  minnow, 
when  brought  up  short,  objected  to  be  caught 
and  attached  to  the  reel,  and  at  that  moment  a 
misfortune  occurred.  The  ferox,  for  such  it 
unquestionably  was,  made  a  side  rush  across  the 
stern  of  the  boat  and  so  across  the  third  line,  of 
which  there  was  at  least  seventy  yards  out.  Seizing 
the  rod  belonging  to  the  latter  Donald  made  an 
effort  to  get  it  clear  before  a  real  foul  took  place, 
but  unfortunately  in  vain  ;  the  minnow  just  failed 
to  come  away,  and  the  next  rush  of  the  fish  made 
both  reels  scream.  It  was  a  regular  mess.  For 
some  twenty  minutes  we  played  it  on  the  two  rods, 
the  men  now  thoroughly  excited,  shouting  advice 
and  directions  in  fluent  Gaelic,  but  it  was  no  go. 
The  double  attachment  did  not  prove  a  success, 
and  after  a  most  exciting  period  both  minnows 
came  away — one  of  them  minus  the  tail  triangle, 
the  other  plus  several  copper-coloured  scales.  For 
some  time  silence  prevailed,  no  expletives  either  in 
GaeUc  or  Anglo-Saxon  being  apparently  equal  to  the 
occasion  ;  two  strong  applications,  however,  of  raw 
whiskey  apiece  loosened  our  tongues,  and  then  all 
proceeded  to  address  the  Fates  "  at  lairge  "-  and  at 
considerable  length.  Not  another  touch  did  we  get 
all  the  way  to  Overscaig,  where  we  arrived  about 
4  a.m.,  and  found  the  household  already  astir.  The 
estabUshment  at  that  time  was  very  much  more 
primitive  than  the  one  which  now  overlooks  the 
upper  end  of  Loch  Shin.  There  was  not  accommo- 
dation for  more  than  half-a-dozen  guests  at  most, 
and  although  worthy  Mrs.  McLeod  was  a  most 
excellent  hostess  her  fowls  were  of  the  very  tough 
order  and  the  fare  generally  somewhat  monotonous. 

The  morning  of  our  arrival  gave  promise  of  a 
good  fishing  day,  so  after  a  severe  breakfast  we 
made  a  fresh  start  about  seven  o'clock — to  think 
of  going  to  bed  even  after  a  twenty-four  hours'  spell 
would  have  been  sacrilege  under  the  circumstances 
— and  when  half  way  across  the  loch  I  hooked  and 
killed  a  small  ferox  of  6 Jib.,  an  ugly  beast.  Just 
before  reaching  the  stream  which  enters  from  Loch 
Grium  I  had  another  run  on  a  small  Blue  Phantom, 
and  soon  afterwards  I  howked  out "-  another  fish 
very  similar  in  appearance  to  the  last  and  slightly 
smaller. 

In  the  bit  of  river  between  Shin  and  Grium  I 
picked  up  a  few  trout  with  the  fly ;  there  we  took 
ship  in  another  craft,  and  pulled  up  the  latter  loch. 
There  was  now  a  nice  breeze  on,  and  the  sky  was 
partially  overcast,  so  instead  of  trolling  we  made 
some  short  drifts,  which  proved  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory in  their  results.  The  day  being  then  but 
young  we  went  on  »p  to  Merkland,  and  finding  a 
boat  there  we  pulled  for  a  couple  of  miles  up  that 
beautiful  mountain  lake,  got  a  two-pounder  on  the 
way,  and  went  ashore  for  lunch.  That  important 
ceremony  and  its  accessories  having  been  performed, 
the  boat  was  shoved  off,  and  we  drifted  back  the 
whole  way  before  a  perfect  breeze.  The  trout  rose 
well  amid  the  curling  blue  wavelets,  the  gillies 
made  sapient  remarks  at  remote  intervals  and 
consumed  much  "  baccy,'-  I  fished  hard,  and  all 
were  happy;  The  creel  was  a  heavy  one  which 
was  borne  from  the  Merkland  boat  to  the  one  on 
Loch  Grium,  and  when  we  reached  the  latter  the 
shadows  from  the  hills  were  on  it,  and  the  time  was 
a  favourable  one  for  trying  for  another  "  ferack,"- 
according  to  old  Donald.  After  a  short  drift  with  the 
fly,  therefore,  before  the  dying  breeze  the  trolling 
rods  were  got  out,  and  we  took  a  turn  round  the 
little  bays  and  points.  About  half  way  down  the 
reel  on  the  shore  rod  began  to  discourse,  and  some 
twenty  minutes  afterwards  I  landed  a  most  beautiful 
golden-coppered  ferox  that  weighed  9|lb. 

On  Shin  there  was  still  a  Uttle  curl  left  in  some 
of  the  bays,  and  a  few  additions  were  made  to  the 
already  satisfactory  basket,  while  just  short  of  the 
landing  place  below  Overscaig  I  had  a  rim  from  a 
large  fish  on  the  minnow,  but  failed  to  maintain 
the  connection. 

Up  the  hill  to  the  pictxu'esquely  situated  little 
inn  the  fish  were  carried — ignominiously  in  a  tub ! 
— and  the  spring-balance  showed  that  in  addition 
to  the  three  "  feracks '--  I  had  captured  with  the 
fly  since  morning  581b.  of  trout.  Having  been  at 
it  for  nearly  thirty-six  hours  (barring  meals)  I  had 
had  about  enough,  and  next  morning  did  not 
breakfast  at  5  a.m.  !  Rtjgde. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remabks. — The  river  has 
fined  down  considerably  during  the  past  few  days, 
and  consequently  roach  fishing  will  have  to  be  done 
in  deep  water.  Pike  fishing  should  now  be  good. 
The  upper  reaches  are  nearly  as  clear  as  in  the 
summer  time.  In  two  hours'  fishing  at  Ditton  I  had 
a  dozen  nice  roach,  largest  lib.  6ioz,  At  Datchet  on 
Monday  I  had  351b.  of  good  roach, but  no  fish  over  lib. 
Unfortunately,  I  discovered  the  body  of  a  piper  of  the 
Scots  Guards,  which  floated  by  the  punt.  When  it 
had  worked  into  an  eddy  I  got  out  on  to  the  bank, 
and  seeing  that  the  body  was  safely  lodged  I  sent 
for  the  police.  A  rather  unpleasant  incident. 
However,  I  was  rewarded  subsequently  by  g;etting 
excellent  sport.  The  K.P.S.  chub  competition  on 
Monday  was  won  by  Mr.  B.  Pope,  Mr.  Rogers 
taking  the  second  prize.  The  Henley  and  District 
Fisheries  Preservation  Society  on  Wednesday  turned 
into  the  Thames  at  Henley  Bridge  seven  hundred 
two-year-old  trout.  This  is  the  best  consignment 
of  trout  for  the  river  for  many  years,  and  the  local 
society  is  to  be  congratulated.  What  a  wonder  it 
is  that  the  small  local  association  can,  and  does, 
put  more  fish  into  the  river  annually  than  all  the 
other  angling  societies  existent ! — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  is  now  in  the  pink  of 

condition,  with  a  nice  steady  stream  running.  Some 
good  sport  has  been  enjoyed  during  the  past  week 
among  the  pike,  roach,  and  perch.  The  wind  has 
been  the  only  thing  against  the  roach  fisher,  but  Ln 
sheltered  swims  and  on  quiet  days  some  good  bags 
of  these  fish  have  been  taken ;  gentles  have  been 
the  most  killing  bait.  About  700  two-year-old 
trout  were  turned  into  the  river  near  Henley  Bridge 
by  the  Henley  Fisheries  Preservation  Association  on 
Feb.  7.  They  were  well-grown  fish,  and  some  of  them 
ranged  up  to  llin.  in  length.  A  number  of  these 
have  been  caught  and  carefully  returned  by  roach 
anglers  near  by.  On  Feb.  7,  Messrs.  R.  and  F. 
Esoombe,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  three  jack  of 
about  51b.  each.  On  Feb.  8,  Mr.  Liney,  fishing 
with  the  last-named  professional,  took  six  jack 
weighing  35ib.,  best  fish  6^1b. ;  Mr.  H.  M.  Sivaing 
and  friend,  fishing  with  J.  Arlett,  took  nine  jack 
weighing  301b.,  the  best  brace  weighing  101b. ;  Mr. 
H.  W.  Holloway  and  son  a  nice  show  of  perch  ; 
Messrs.  Neal  and  Carter  also  had  some  good  roach 
and  perch  on  this  date,  and  your  correspondent  a 
121b.  bag  of  roach,  with  fish  up  to  a  pound;  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  with  R.  Young  at  Medenham, 
took  a  number  of  jack,  the  best  fish  a  nice  made 
specimen  of  121b.  6oz.  On  Feb.  9,  Mr.  Liney,  fishing 
with  G.  Arlett,  caught  five  jack  weighing  221b. 
On  Feb.  10  the  same  angler  took  a  jack  of  8|lb., 
with  a  nice  show  of  roach  ;  and  your  correspondent 
and  son  twenty-eight  good  roach,  the  best  brace 
weighing  lib.  3oz.  and  lib.  2^oz.  On  Feb,  11 
Mr.  Miller,  fishing  with  W.  Vaughan,  took  four  jack, 
best  fish  41b.  ;  Messrs.  R.  and  F.  Escombe  six  jack, 
weighing  221b. ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  with  R. 
Young,  ten  jack,  best  fish  61b.  With  a  continu- 
ance of  fine  weather  there  is  every  prospect  of  good 
sport  during  the  coming  week,  and  visiting  anglers 
can  ensure  a  supply  of  Thames  by  dropping  a  post- 
card to  Stanley  Mead. 

Ancholme  District. — We  have  had  no  rain  here 
since  Jan.  28  up  to  this  morning  (Feb.  11),  and  the 
weather  has  been  wonderfully  fine  and  mild  for  the 
time  of  the  year,  with  temperature  up  to  52  degrees 
in  the  shade  at  9  a.m.  As  a  consequence  the  fishing 
conditions  have  been  at  the  best  for  time  of  year, 
and  several  anglers  have  been  out  and  well  rewarded 
with  pike  and  roach.  Trout  fishing  might  have 
been  comfortably  indulged  in,  but  I  have  not  yet 
heard  of  any  being  out;  I  have  seen  a  goodly 
number  of  natural  flies  about,  and  fish  have  been 
rising  freely  at  them,  but  they  will  eat  almost 
anything  now,  having  ravenous  appetites  after 
spawning. — Thomas  Foed,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Watertaeach).— In  this  dis 
trict  the  weather  is  wonderfully  mild  for  the  time  of 
the  year,  all  an  angler  could  wish  for,  water  in  good 
colour,  bank  fishing  clean,  but  the  strong  west 
winds  have  given  trouble  in  the  open  parts  of  the 
river.  In  more  sheltered  parts  those  after  the  pike 
have  been  rewarded  with  four  fish  to  a  rod,  up  to 
4|lb.  a  fish,  others  less  fortunate  with  one  or  two 
fish.  This  class  of  fish  are  now  numerous  ;  at  this 
season  they  come  up  stream  fast  for  spawning. 
The  high  winds  have  completely  knocked  roach  off 
the  feed.  Anglers  requiring  live  bait,  give  me  a 
line.— John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bures  (Suffolk).— The  water  is  again  very  clear, 
and  fishing,  in  consequence,  amongst  the  roach 
especially,  is  rather  slow.  No  large  bags  have  been 
made,  although  several  fish  have  been  captured  of 


lib.  each  and  upwards.  Pike  have,  however,  been 
feeding  better,  some  quantity  having  been  taken, 
the  best  fish  being  one  by  Mr.  Harrington,  a  local 
angler,  of  91b.  The  water  is  too  clear  for  good 
roach  angling,  but  coloured  paste  should  account 
for  some  decent  fish.— W.  T.  Bainbeidge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— As  far  as  can  be 
conjectured  at  present  there  seems  a  likelihood  of 
anglers  having  a  successful  season.  The  salmon 
have  spawned  well,  and  the  river  is  in  good  con- 
dition. There  are  not  so  many  salmon  on  the 
spawning  beds  of  the  Avon  this  year.  The  pro- 
spects of  a  good  season  are  scarcely  expected  to  be 
up  to  the  average. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Since  my  last  report 
we  have  had  some  exceptionally  warm  weather,  and 
the  river  has  been  in  good  order.  Some  pike  have 
been  caught  at  BuUer's  Bridge,  Exwick  Corner,  and 
Cowley  Bridge  by  Messrs.  Tees,  Hawkins,  Owen  and 
others;  they  averaged  from  31b.  to  01b.  each.  In 
the  canal  some  pike  and  perch  have  also  been 
accounted  for.  Trout  are  in  evidence  above  the 
railway  station  bridge  here,  and  also  in  the  higher 
reaches  of  the  river.  Last  week  near  Upper  Exe  I 
captured  perch  fishing  a  fine  eel,  2|lb.,  and  one 
perch  fib.,  and  on  Monday  (Feb.  9)  two  fine  trout, 
which  were  at  once  returned.  Prospects  at  present 
for  anglers  are  good,  and  the  river  is  in  good 
condition  and  right  height  and  colour.  —  Red 
Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 

Apparently  winter  angling  this  year  is  proving 
remunerative  as  well  as  attractive.  So  far  only  a 
few  days  have  been  lost  through  the  covering  of 
the  water  by  frost.  Although  pike  fishing  is  the 
chief  sport,  roach  are  found  in  most  of  the  noted 
swims ;  some  baskets  taken  within  this  last  week  or 
so  have  run  up  to  101b.  or  121b.  each,  which  may  be 
considered  very  satisfactory  ;  the  fish  also  are  in 
prime  condition.  The  lower  end  of  the  Forty-foot 
appears  to  have  derived  a  good  deal  of  benefit  from 
the  late  floods,  and  those  who  have  visited  Swuies- 
head  appear  to  have  done  remarkably  well.  A 
couple  of  anglers  are  said  to  have  accounted  for 
201b.  apiece,  and  others  have  done  similarly.— 
Limpet.  . 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  Lea  and  its  tribu- 
taries are  in  good  condition,  the  weather  is  mild, 
and  prospects  on  Wednesday  for  the  week-end 
looked  favourable.  The  high  winds  which  have 
prevailed  since  I  last  wrote  have  retarded  roach- 
fishing  operations  again ;  but  nevertheless  some 
nice  samples  of  these  fish  have  been  met  with. 
In  the  Broxbourne  water  several  of  the  roach 
captured  have  been  up  to  and  over  lib.,  and  pike 
up  to  8f  lb.  are  also  notified  taken  at  this  resort.  In 
the  Rye  House  district  there  have  been  some  good 
roach  brought  to  bank.  At  Ponders  End  a  few 
perch  have  been  secured,  and  these  fish  have  been 
principally  taken  in  the  Enfield  Lock  district.  The 
perch  are  now  getting  heavy  in  spawn,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  anglers  will  return  as  many  as 
possible.  A  few  chub  and  dace  have  been  taken 
here  and  there.  Sport  is  reported  quiet  on  the 
tributaries. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  m  good  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  fine  and  suitable  for  anglers 
to  get  out,  and  the  water  is  clear  and  a  nice  level, 
and  some  fair  sport  has  been  had.  A  few  ang  era 
have  been  out  and  tried  fly  and  bottom  baits,  and 
several  nice  fish  have  been  taken.  Ram  threatens, 
but  does  not  alter  the  river,  and  anglers  hope  that 
this  weather  will  continue  until  the  trout  season 
comes  in.  Trout  are  moving  in  both  streams  well 
and  rise  at  the  fiy,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  when 
the  season  opens  are  good,|and  good  trout  should  be 
landed  with  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  February  Red, 
which  will  be  the  best  flies.    The  Pinsley  is  clear. 

— GWYNNE. 

Luffff,  Arrow,  and    Pmsley  (Kmgsland).— 

Rivers  are  now  fishable  with  fly,  although  stfll  on 
the  high  side.  A  few  grayling  have  been  taken 
principally  with  the  Blue  Dun.  other  good  flies 
being  Dark  Willow,  Red  Palmer,  Olive  Dun,  Red 
Tag  and  February  Red.  Trout  appear  to  be  m  a 
fairly  forward  condition,  and  waters  are  hkely  to 
be  in  good  order  for  the  opening  of  the  season  for 
taking  them— March  2.  Prospects  for  grayling 
fishing  in  the  coming  week  are  favourable.— K.  J.. 
Williams.  „ 

Nene  (Peterborough).  —  Exceptionally  nice 
weather  for  angling  we  are  having  this  week,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  the  season  for  pike-fashmg 
—which  closes  in  the  Peterborough  district  on 
Saturday-ending  well.  The  best  pike  captured 
this  week  was  an  8|-pounder,  by  Mr.  Ream  Peter- 
borough, fishing  at  Orton  Staunch  on  Ifeb.  10.— 

^  Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— For  the  past  week 
the  public  water  here  has  been  daily  dragged  by 
the  netters,  but  with  little  result  as  compared  to 
former  years.    This  incessant  and  indiscriminate 
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drain  on  the  stock  of  the  river  is  beginning  to 
clearly  assert  itself.  Fly  fishing  hag  not  been  very 
successful  in  any  of  the  open  portions  about  Tipton, 
etc. ;  such  fish  as  have  been  taken  have  risen  about 
the  middle  of  the  day,  when  there  is  usually  a  small 
hatch-out  of  flies  to  be  seen.  A  few  white  trout 
have  been  taken  on  the  public  water,  but  they 
appear  to  be  scarce. — -Heron. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton).  Jack  are  feeding  well, 
some  fine  fish  being  taken.  One  rod  took  a  brace 
weighing  81b.  each  this  morning  (Feb.  11). — 
W.  Tucker, 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  water  continues 
in  fine  condition,  and  both  pike  and  roach  have 
been  feeding  freely,  every  one  out  getting  good  fish, 
but  nothing  over  12Ib.  yet  in  the  pike  line  and  1  Jib. 
in  the  roaoh  line,  but  plenty  of  them,  so  that  makes 
a  slight  recompense  in  the  way  of  sport.  There  are 
some  good  large  ones  here,  but  I  suppose  they  will 
hang  back  as  long  as  possible,  as  they  usually  do. 
Mr.  Anderson  just  came  in  with  three  nice  fish, 
largest  101b. — A.  Scaed. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — For  some  days  past  all  tliese  rivers  have 
been  quite  free  from  the  slightest  tinge  of  snow 
water,  and  still  continues  in  excellent  condition 
both  for  the  fly  and  other  methods  of  angling,  and 
the  mild  and  open  state  of  the  weather  has  tempted 
several  fishermen  from  distant  places  to  pay  a 
flying  visit  to  this  favourite  angUng  station,  and  as 
far  as  sport  is  concerned  they,  one  and  all,  have 
had  cause  to  congratulate  themselves  on  doing  so. 
Trolling  for  pike  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  has 
been  much  practised  of  late  owing  to  the  favourable 
condition  of  the  water  for  that  kind  of  sport,  and 
many  have  been  taken,  but  not  of  such  a  large  size 
as  in  the  Severn  near  Shrewsbury,  where  a  few 
days  ago  two  fine  pike,  one  nearly  171b.  in  weight, 
were  captured. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — The  weather  during  the  week  has  been 
dull  and  cold,  with  occasional  glimpses  of  sunshine. 
Rain  has  held  off  and  rivers  are  now  in  excellent 
order.  There  is  a  rumpus  respecting  the  pollution 
of  the  Ouse  at  Lewes — and  not  without  cause.  The 
upper  reaches  of  the  river  are  bright,  but  below 
Lewes  the  effect  is  felt.  Sir  Spencer  Wilson,  at 
Fletching,  has  tried  the  experiment  of  hatching  and 
rearing  both  salmon  and  trout.  A  fish  pass  has 
been  made  at  Barcombe,  but  results  have 
been  most  unsatisfactory.  Any  salmon  coming 
up  the  river  to  the  home  of  its  birth  would 
turn  back  in  disgust  on  nearing  Lewes,  or  pay 
the  penalty  of  being  smothered  in  the  pollution. 
From  the  upper  portion  of  the  Ouse  a  few  good 
pike  have  been  taken;  one  nice  fish  of  CJlb.  was 
captured  early  in  the  week  with  live  dace  on  snap 
tackle.  Roach  up  to  l|lb.  have  been  caught  on 
the  bottom  with  worm.  At  Barcombe  Mills  I  hear 
of  a  few  small  pike  and  some  fair-sized  roach  ;  and 
at  Henfield,  on  the  Adur,  roach  up  to  lib.  loz.  At 
Chichester  Canal  Mr.  Gilmore  has  been  successful 
among  the  pike.  A  perch  of  21b.  and  a  few  small 
bream  have  also  been  captured. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rain  and  cold  wind  every 
day.  Fishing  almost  impossible  until  clearer  and 
warmer  weather. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  ( Ludlow) . — The  Teme  is  no w  running  clear 
and  a  nice  level  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine — more 
like  April  than  February — with  warm  days  and  the 
sun  shining  brightly;  it  has  brought  out  some 
natural  flies,  and  the  fish  have  been  moving  better 
and  rising  to  the  fly.  The  water  and  weather 
could  not  be  better  for  the  time  of  year  for 
fishing,  and  the  only  regret  expressed  by  anglers 
ia  that  they   wished  trout  were  in  season,  as 


the  trout  can  be  seen  rising  at  the  fly  from 
10  a.m.  until  about  3  p.m.,  and  the  warm  weather 
has  brought  them  on  quickly,  and  they  should  be 
in  good  condition  by  the  end  of  the  month.  Up  to 
the  present  there  has  been  no  intimation  that  the 
Oakly  Park  (Lord  Windsor's)  water  will  be  opened 
this  year  for  trout  fishing.  It  was  closed  last  year 
with  a  view  to  improve  the  stocking  of  the  river. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  his  lordship  will  again  grant  the 
privilege  which  has  been  enjoyed  by  not  only  resi- 
dents of  Ludlow,  but  by  many  anglers  from  all  over 
the  country.  There  has  been  some  fair  lots  of  dace, 
roach,  and  a  few  grayling  landed  this  week.  Gray- 
ling fishing  is  slow.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order ;  little  done  in  them 
of  late.- — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
beautiful  and  fine  and  suitable  for  angling,  the 
bright  sunshine  having  brought  out  a  fair  number 
of  flies  ;  the  fish  are  moving  better.  Fishing  has 
not  been  brisk,  a  few  anglers  have  tried  fly 
and  maggot  for  grayling,  and  a  few  fish  landed,  but 
they  are  going  quiet ;  trout  are  now  beginning 
to  show  themselves,  and  have  been  rising  at  the  fly. 
It  is  expected  to  be  an  early  season  owing  to  the 
mild  weather,  and  by  the  time  the  season  opens 
they  will  be  in  better  condition  than  for  some  time. 
— Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouringr 
Rivers. — Fine  sport  is  being  experienced  on  the 
Coquet.  The  fish  has  taken  the  fly  freely,  and  one 
gentleman  killed  three  fine  fish  on  our  small  dressed 
Jock  Scott,  while  another  angler  killed  two  fish  on 
our  White  Tips  and  Crimson,  tail  Pheasant  Crest ;  the 
latter  fly  is  well-known  by  the  Coquet  anglers  as  a 
first  killer.  The  Tyne  is  in  splendid  condition,  and 
a  few  fish  have  been  taken  by  old  anglers.  There 
is  at  last  every  prospect  of  the  Tyne  in  the  O  vingham 
district  becoming  good  fishing  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation, 
which,  I  believe,  every  angler  will  agree  with  me  in 
saying  the  securing  of  such  a  good  stretch  of  salmon 
and  trout  water  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. — 
Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  87, 
Grey-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Ahergfavenny).  —  Fishing  does  not  com- 
mence here  until  March.  The  fish  have  had  every- 
thing in  their  favour  by  way  of  plenty  of  water  to 
enable  them  to  run  up,  and  good  results  are  antici- 
pated.— E.  J.  Delapield. 

Witham,  etc.   (Mid   and   North  Iiincs)  

The  swims  about  Bardney  appear  to  claim  a  good 
deal  of  attention  from  sportsmen.  Near  the  railway 
bridge  fishing  has  been  wonderfully  good  and  few 
have  failed  in  getting  a  decent  show ;  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Sincil  Dyke  Lincoln  anglers  did 
very  well.  Others  were  successful  on  the  Old 
Barling's  river,  and  specimen  fish  have  come  from 
the  Stixwold  section  and  the  reaches  below  Kirk- 
stead.  Some  good  perch  have  been  grassed  by  worm 
anglers,  but  they  are  stated  to  be  filUng  with  spawn. 
The  Bain  has  not  been  largely  patronised,  but  a 
visit  to  Kirkley  should  not  be  neglected.  Worms 
have  been  responsible  for  roach  running  up  to  about 
lib.  each.  A  brace  of  chub  scaled  2|lb.  and  31b. 
respectively.  In  the  stretch  between  Red  Mill 
Bridge  and  Altham  Lock  there  are  some  large  fish, 
and  a  visit  would  be  worth  a  trial.  Pike  fishing  is 
worth  attention  at  East  Ville,  fish  up  to  101b.  having 
been  caught,  and  from  the  Bellwater  section  there 
were  no  less  than  thirteen  brace  taken,  three  of  the 
heaviest  scaling  241b. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Sport  continues  only  moderate  in  all 
our  Yorkshire  streams  owing  to  the  high  winds  and 
high  waters.  In  the  Ure  there  has  been  a  lot  of 
fresh  waters,  and  the  unsettled  weather  has  been 
against  angling  during  the  week.  In  the  lengths  of 
the  Ure  below  Hawes  a  few  brace  of  grayling  have 
been  caught,  and  are  still  in  capital  condition  for 
the  table.  Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Masham, 
Tanfield,  Ripon,  and  Myton  lengths  owing  to  the  high 
state  of  the  river.  The  Wharfe  has  run  up  and 
down  all  the  week.  A  few  rods  have  been  seen  out 
on  the  Ilkley  Angling  Club  length  ;  sport  has  ruled 
very  moderate.  This  length  will  be  closed  after 
Monday  till  March  16.  I  hear  there  will  be  a  few 
vacancies  in  this  club  owing  to  some  of  the  mem- 
bers leaving  the  district ;  anyone  who  is  in  search 


Trout  flies  for  coming  season."  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours,  loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts.  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc.— J.  E.  Miller 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  N.nv  Station- 
street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  " Piscator,  Leeds.  " 


of  joining  an  excellent  enterprising  club  cannot 
do  better  than  write  for  full  particulars,  which 
can  be  had  of  Mr.  Ellis,  Beanlands,  Ilkley. 
I  may  state  that  this  club  has  its  own  hatchery, 
and  rears  thousands  of  young  trout,  which  are 
in  time  turned  annually  into  the  main  river. 
Below  this  length  very  few  rods  have  been  seen  in 
the  district  of  Otley,  Pool,  and  Harewood  Bridge. 
Pike  fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  has  been  fairly 
good  at  Collingham,  Wetherby,  and  Boston  Spa. 
On  Thursday  (Feb.  5)  Mr.  J.  W.  Grassham  had  fine 
sport,  killing  seven  pike  and  one  chub,  the  heaviest 
pike  weighing  about  71b.  and  the  chub  31b.  2oz. ;  all 
were  partly  taken  with  live  bait  and  spinning.  On 
Feb.  7  the  same  angler  caught  f  our  pike,  the  heaviest 
weighing  about  61b.  The  river  Swale  has  been  in 
very  high  state  and  coloured  owing  to  the  high 
winds  and  rain.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  seen 
in  the  districts  of  Richmond,  Ca(terick,  and 
Ainderby.  The  river  Nidd  has  been  running  thick 
and  highly  coloured.  Very  few  rorls  out  on  the 
upper  reaches,  but  some  rodsters  have  been  seen  in 
the  district  of  Ribston  Park  and  Walshford.  sport 
ruling  only  moderate;  a  few  brace  of  roach  and 
chub  have  been  landed.  The  river  Derwent  has 
been  running  in  fairly  good  trim,  the  water 
being  at  its  ordinary  level  and  fairly  clear.  Very 
httle  has  been  done  lately  at  Scholl  House  Hill 
district,  but  in  the  Malton  and  Castle  Howard 
lengths  some  fine  sport  has  been  met  with 
amongst  the  roach,  dace,  chub,  perch,  and 
pike.  On  Monday  last  Mr.  Dacre  and  a 
friend  had  fine  sport  amongst  the  jack,  securing 
five  nice  fish  with  live  bait,  the  heaviest  weighing 
91b.  The  river  Aire  in  the  Steeton  district  has  been 
running  fairly  high,  but  some  nice  sport  is  to  be 
met  amongst  the  chub  and  perch ;  some  nice  fish 
have  been  caught  recently  with  worm  and  maggot. 
At  the  time  of  writing  of  angling  prospects  for  next 
week,  I  must  say  unless  we  have  some  settled 
weather  anglers  cannot  expect  good  results. — John 
E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Lairgf. — It  may  be  interesting  to  the  numerous 
frequenters  to  this  locality  to  know  that  the  follow- 
ing has  been  the  result  of  last  season's  angling.  The 
season  was  very  unfavourable.  Nevertheless,  the 
following  good  baskets  were  made : — June  :  one 
salmon,  14lb.,  seven  ferox,  28  Jib.,  455  trout,  203Jlb. ; 
July:  eight  salmon,  861b.,  three  grilse,  141b.,  four 
ferox,  141b.,  1037  trout,  4611b.  ;  Aug. :  one  salmon, 
6^1b.,  one  grilse,  61b.,  six  ferox,  14Jlb.,  531  trout, 
2901b. ;  Sept. :  three  salmon,  261b.,  one  grilse,  4Jlb., 
296  trout,  145|lb.— Total :  thirteen  salmon,  132;^lb. ; 
five  grilse,  24Jlb.  ;  seventeen  ferox,  26^1b. ;  2319 
trout,  llOOJlb.  The  total  fish  of  all  kinds  caught 
with  the  rod  was  2354,  with  a  gross  weight  of 
12131b.,  or  close  on  llcwt.  Tho  average  weight  of 
fish  all  over  was  close  on  the  following  figures  :— 
Salmon,  close  on  101b.;  grilse,  51b.;  ferox,  3|lb.  ; 
and  trout,  Jib.  The  waters  principally  fished  were 
Loch  Shin  and  its  various  beats.  Lochs  Cracail, 
Beannach,  Fuarloch,  and  other  waters. — W.  T.  B. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.) — On  the  reserve 
water  Col.  Philip  atts  killed  a  salmon  of  171b.  On 
Feb.  10,  on  the  river  Lyon,  on  the  Hotel  water  Mr. 
Knight  killed  a  salmon  of  181b.  Weather  been  very 
stormy ;  when  it  settles  fishing  should  be  good.— 
Wm.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Perthshire).  —  Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel,  Loch  Tay,  on  Feb.  5,  Mr.  F.  Mappin,  Sheffield, 
landed  two  salmon,  221b.  and  201b.    On  Feb.  7  Mr. 

G.  Ure,  Bonnybridge,  one  of  171b.  Owing  to  the 
great  floods  fishing  at  times  has  been  impossible. — 

H.  J.  Knight. 

Noirth-East  of  Scotland. — Opening  of  season. — 
The  rod  fishings  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Dsveron,  and 
some  eighty  odd  streams  besides,  opened  to-day  in 
ideal  weather,  the  like  of  which  has  not  been 
experienced  for  the  past  dozen  years.  L^nfortunately 
the  water  was  too  heavy,  both  the  Dee  and  Don,  es- 
pecially the  latter  stream,  being  in  high  flood,  so  that 
anglers  were  entirely  out  of  it  in  that  respect,  and 
the  only  casts  that  could  be  made  were  here  and  there 
from  the  bank.  The  Don  has  not  been  so  big  for  a 
generation  past.  The  Dee,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been 
steadily  falling  and  clearing,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the 
week  (Friday  and  Saturday)  it  will  be  in  good  fettle, 
and  some  good  sport  is  a  certainty  as  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools  and  well  up  into  the  river. 
Few  details  have  come  to  hand  from  inland  districts 
at  time  of  writing — Wednesday  (Feb.  11)  8  p.m. — 
but  one  or  two  from  61b.  to  81b.  were  landed  on  the 
Durris  water  by  Mr.  Meekin,  on  the  Park  water  by 
Mr.  Bullock,  and  the  Culter  section  by  Mr.  Chalmers. 
On  the  Dee  tidal  finnock  fishers  were  out  in  fair 
force,  and  although  the  river  was  too  black  and 
heavy  yet  Mr.  Bobb  had  four,  Mr.  Banks  three 
on  the  morning  tide,  while  Mr.  Jameson  had 
five  and  Mr.  McDonald  three  with  the  after- 
noon tide,  all  nicely  shaped  fresh-run  beautie.^, 
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scaling  from  |lb.  to  fib.  The  sea  was  rough 
and  the  coast  stations  did  not  fish  well.  The 
Harbour  Board  had  40  fish  from  their  river  stations, 
while  Messrs.  Pownie  had  about  an  equal  number, 
and  Mr.  Garrow  31  on  the  opening  morning.  On 
the  Don  the  Countess  of  Suffolk's  fishing  yielded 
some  30  fish,  while  a  few  were  got  at  the  Cruives, 
but  other  stations  on  the  river  were  all  out  of  it 
with  the  floods.  No  disease  was  discernible.  Prices 
on  opening  day  at  Aberdeen  ranged  from  2s.  4d.  to 
2s.  5d.  Weights  varying  from  61b.  to  121b.,  and 
averaging  about  81b. 

South-East  of  Scotland.— While  heavy  floods 
have  occurred  in  the  Solway  district  rivers  the 
spates  have  not  been  nearly  so  heavy  as  in  other 
districts  further  north.  On  Feb.  25  all  our  border 
rivers  open  their  angling  for  the  season,  and  so  far 
as  can  be  judged  the  prospects  are  of  a  fair  order 
for  the  spring  salmon  fishing.  The  Cree  of  New- 
ton Stewart  in  Galloway  is  by  far  the  ibest  spring 
salmon  fishing  river  in  the  south  of  Scotland,  but 
as  the  river  is  in  private  hands  little  or  nothing  is 
allowed  to  transpire  as  to  the  amount  of  sport 
obtained  there.  Odd  diseased  salmon  have  been 
reported  here  in  these  the  Border  rivers,  and 
some  have  died  of  the  disease  before  spawning. 
The  continual  floods  during  the  past  three  weeks 
must  have  carried  all  weakly  fish  so  affected  to 
the  Solway,  and  most  of  the  spawned  salmon  will 
also  have  been  cleared  out  of  the  rivers.  Anglers  will 
probably  have  little  trouble  with  kelts  this  spring. 
The  temperature  is  now  very  mild  and  spring- 
like.— Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  rod  fishing  for  salmon 
openedontheSpeyon  Wednesday  (Feb.  11).  For  a 
considerable  time  the  river  has  been  pretty  big  on 
account  of  the  fresh  weather  and  melted  snow  from 
the  hills  in  the  upper  district.  This,  along  with  the 
fact  that  the  river  has  been  free  from  ice  durin  ;  the 
winter,  should  no  doubt  tend  greatly  to  the  passing 
up  of -a  large  number  of  clean  fish  from  the  sea; 
should  the  weather  continue  favourable  good  sport 
may  be  anticipated.  At  the  Dake  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon's  salmon  ponds,  which  were  inundated 
by  the  recent  flood,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
clear  the  ponds  out,  the  larger  of  which  number 
twelve,  50ft.  long  by  10ft.  wide  by  4ft.  deep, 
besides  numerous  smaller  ones.  Between  fifty  and 
sixty  thousand  smolts — varying  in  length  from  a 
few  inches  to  sixteen  inches — have  escaped,  many 
of  the  fish  being  two  and  three  years  old,  while 
experiments  in  progress  will  have  to  be  done  over 
again.— J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  still  continues  in  flood,  with 
the  result  that  practically  no  rod  fishing  has  been 
got  during  the  past  fortnight.  As  stated  last  week, 
the  river  was  running  14pt.  above  summer  level  on 
J  an.  30,  and  although  it  has  gone  back  several  feet 
since  it  is  still  too  high  for  sport.  Anglers  who 
have  CO  iie  up  for  the  spring  fishing  are  now  getting 
rather  impatient,  but  they  are  hopeful  of  getting  a 
st^rt  again  on  Saturdaj'  (Feb.  14).  The  net  fishing, 
which  opened  on  Feb.  5,  has  so  far  been  very  satis- 
factory, over  400  fish  being  netted  in  the  Huntly 
district  during  the  first  five  days,  which  compares 
very  favourably  with  the  opening  week  last  year, 
when  something  like  half  the  above  number  were 
got.  Mr.  Alex  von  Heyder,  fishing  Upper  Stanley 
on  Feb.  4,  landed  two  salmon  of  201b.  and  81b.,  and 
on  the  lower  beat,  on  Feb.  7,  two  of  161b.  and  171b. 
Fishing  Benchill  water,  on  Feb.  4,  Mr.  Harry  Ander- 
son landed  one  fish  of  141b.,  and  on  Feb.  7  another 
of  151b.— A.  A. 

Tweed  and  Teviot. — Salmon  angling  commenced 
again  on  Feb.  1.  Since  the  close  of  the  autumn 
fishing  the  rivers  have  been  nearly  continually  in 
flood,  consequently  there  is  every  prospect  of  good 
spring  fishing.  Since  the  opening  the  rivers  have 
not  been  in  condition  for  angling.  On  Hendersyde 
water,  on  Feb.  5,  Mr.  Harris,  Worksop,  who  has 
taken  the  water,  had  a  spring  salmon  of  81b.,  also 
an  unspawned  salmon  of  121b.,  landing  besides  four 
kelts.  On  Feb.  6  the  same  gentleman  had  a  spring 
salmon  of  7^1b.  and  landed  five  kelts.  On  Carham 
water  Mr.  Perkins,  on  Feb.  3,  had  a  salmon  with 
tide  lice  on  it.  Mr.  Donald  Stewart,  of  Edinburgh, 
has  taken  Floors  Castle  upper  water  until  the  end 
of  May. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  District. — In  the  early  part  of  the 
week,  and  the  close  of  the  previous  one,  the 


weather  was  mild,  and  on  the  Dromore  reaches  of 
the  Lagan  trout  rose  well  to  the  fly.  Bags  of  from 
six  to  a  dozen  flsh  were  made  on  the  waters 
between  Dromore  and  Gill  Hall.  The  Woodburn 
Reservoirs  are  open,  but  no  sport  has  been  recorded. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  very 
unsettled  during  the  past  week,  but  is  now  getting 
into  better  order.  On  Mocollop  fishery  Major 
Breeks  caught  one,  251b.,  andMrs.  Breeks,  one,  101b., 
on  Glenmore;  Colonel  Simpson,  C.B.,  one,  141b.,  on 
Careysville:  Mr.  Hamilton  Stubbar,  two,  141b., 
141b.,  and  J.  Jameson,  one,  181b.,  on  Kilbarry  ; 
A.  Browning  Priestley,  two,  181b.  and  321b.  ;  F, 
Lucas,  three,  191b.,  201b.,  241b. ;  M.  Dennehy,  one, 
161b.;  W.  Jameson,  one,  141b.;  Captain  Greer, 
one,  141b.  Anglers  will  be  pleased  to  know  that 
the  Earl  of  Warwick  has  arranged  with  the  Messrs. 
Foley  to  keep  the  weir  at  Lismore  open  for  the  free 
passage  of  fish  during  the  months  of  February, 
March,  and  April.  The  upper  waters  should  derive 
great  benefit  from  this  arrangement. — W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Bnndrowes  River  (co.  Donegal). — This  river 
has  been  running  in  high  flood  during  all  the 
past  week,  and  no  rod  fishing  of  any  consequence 
was  done.  Fresh  run  salmon  are  coming  into  the 
river  in  good  numbers  for  so  early  in  the  season,  as 
during  the  past  week  the  Box  fishery  has  done  well, 
and  fresh  run  salmon  are  daily  passing  through  the 
Bundrowes  river  to  Lough  Melvin,  where  some  good 
sport  will  soon  be  had. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Bush  (Bushmills). — The  February  salmon  fishing 
on  the  waters  of  Lord  Macnaghten  is  rented  to  Mr. 
John  B.  Gunning-Moore,  D.  L.,  a  well-known 
Tyrone  angler.  Up  to  the  present  scarcely  any- 
thing has  been  done,  the  weather  being  unfavour- 
able.—J.  A.  B. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — River  is  now  getting  into  good 
order,  and  more  settled  weather.  Salmon  are 
showing  in  good  numbers  on  all  portions  of  river, 
and  during  coming  week  sport  should  be  excellent. 
On  Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien,  7  Jib.,  81b.,  81b.  ;  on  Oak 
Grove,  G.  M.  levers  and  S.  levers,  191b.,  121b., 
101b. ;  on  Cronody,  Major  Barton,  two,  141b.,  81b. ; 
on  Lord  Ardilaun's  water,  J.  Kelleher,  71b.,  91b, ; 
on  Inneslinga,  Major  Adamson,  one,  161b.  ;  on 
Nettleville,  Robert  Nettles,  two,  131b.,  91b.;  on 
Rooves,  Maurice  Lyons,  two,  101b.,  111b.  ;  on 
Fargus,  Hon.  E.  Gibson,  one,  101b.  ;  on  Ardrum, 
Lieut.  Dewar,  R.N.,  one,  51b. ;  on  Glanraire  River, 
Captain  A.  Law,  one,  8Jlb. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Iiough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Though  the  weather  on  the  whole  has  been  favour- 
able enough  since  last  report,  sport  has  been  almost 
nil.  Only  one  salmon  has  been  had,  one  of  101b., 
which  was  creeled  by  John  J.  Sullivan. — T.  J.  D. 

Iioughs  Mask  and  Corrih  (Clonbur). — Weather 
most  unfavourable  for  lough  fishing  owing  to  severe 
storm  and  high  floods.  But  the  canal  fishing  is 
marvellous,  and  full  of  fine  trout,  four  rods  on 
Feb.  9  getting  twenty-four  trout  weighing  601b. 
Colonel  Summerville,  while  fishing  Finney  river, 
caught  a  beautiful  trout  of  51b.  on  the  worm,  which 
was  in  grand  condition  owing  to  a  mild  winter. — 
J.  A.  J. 

Iiough  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  are  doing 
fairly,  though  the  prices  realised  in  the  cross 
Channel  markets  are  scarcely  so  good  as  those  of 
last  year.  As  usual  lots  of  spent  or  half-mended 
salmon  are  being  poached. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Callen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  very  unsettled,  river  in  flood  ; 
both  loughs  very  high.  A  good  number  of  spring 
salmon  have  been  got  at  the  salmon  weirs,  largest 
231b.  Some  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  Bunree 
on  favourable  days.  Good  sport  with  kelts  on 
light  tackle. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — For 
a  considerable  time  the  river  has  been  bank  full, 
and  poachers  had  fewer  opportunities  of  netting 
the  tributaries.  The  company's  waters  and  the 
hotel  waters  will  be  fished  in  the  coming  season 
under  the  same  conditions  as  last  year. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — River  just  clearing.  During 
the  week  there  were  ten  spring  fish  got  on  the  weirs 
of  a  good  size,  from  121b.  to  16lb.  There  were 
some  kelts  landed  with  the  rod  on  the  Bunree 
river,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  got.  Fishing 
is  sure  to  improve  when  the  river  falls  a  little 
lower.    There  is  no  fishing  on  Loch  Conn  yet,  as  it 


is  too  high,  but  as  soon  as  it  falls  and  clears  there 
is  sure  to  be  some  good  fishing  as  there  are  lots  of 
spring  fish  in  it. — John  Devees.  '••I 
Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Our  season  opened 
on  Feb.  1  under  rather  adverse  conditions  as  the 
river  was  in  full  flood  ;  the  past  few  days  have  been 
very  fine  and  mild,  and  the  river  is  in  consequence 
something  lower  than  on  the  opening  day.  The 
fishermen's  reports  mention  fish  as  being  plentiful, 
so  that  with  another  fall  of  the  water  prospects  of 
sport  appear  very  good.  On  Doonas  the  fishermen 
killed  one  salmon,  9flb.  On  Hermitage  the  fisher- 
men killed  one  salmon  111b.;  on  this  fishery  also 
Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  one  salmon,  15  Jib. — John 
Eneight  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — Very  little  fishing 
being  done  here,  only  a  few  dabs  (small)  being  taken 
from  boats.  The  piers  have  been  doing  nothing  at 
all,  Feb.  11. — Wind,  south-west;  several  boats 
bring  in  sprats  ;  prospects  bad. — A. 

Pljrmouth. — The  trawling  smacks,  the  hookers, 
and  the  drift  boats  have  been  the  only  ones  that 
have  been  doing  much  during  this  last  week.  The 
weather  has  not  been  tempting  enough  for  the 
amateur  fishermen  to  stick  about  in  the  wind  and 
rain  on  the  piers,  for  if  we  have  one  fine  day  we 
have  two  or  three  wet  to  make  up  for  it.  In 
February,  March,  and  April  the  different  species  of 
flatfish  are  in  best  condition,  dabs  especially ;  they 
spawn  in  May  and  June.  Our  mackerel  boats 
generally  ship  all  their  nets  so  as  to  get  ready  for 
the  commencement  of  the  season,  which  com- 
mences this  month ;  in  fact,  several  good  catches 
have  already  been  brought  in.  It  was  the  usual 
custom  not  to  ilook  for  these  fish  on  the  south 
and  south-west  coast  until  March  or  April,  but 
latterly  they  have  shown  up  much  earlier,  and  the 
seiners  have  baen  well  rewarded  for  their  pains. 
The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  are  the  smelt, 
sprat,  anchovy,  ling,  whiting,  pouting,  dab,  mackerel, 
eel,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  trout,  salmon,  and  all 
shellfish. — William  Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 


Associations 

(Special  Meetings), 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  Monthly  Delegate  Meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  (Feb.  16)  at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodetjff. 


Beitish  Sea  Anglees'  Society— 

Under  the  able  chairmanship  of  Mr.  R.  J. 
Gordon  a  paper  was  read  on  Feb.  11  by  Dr. 
Litton  Forbes  on  "Tory  Island."  A  short 
account  was  given  of  the  scenery  and  natural 
productions  of  the  island,  and  a  tribute  was  paid 
to  the  kind  and  obliging  character  of  the  islanders. 
The  fishing  last  July  was  perhaps  hardly  up  to  the 
average,  and  varies  from  year  to  year.  The  fish 
chiefly  taken  are  mackerel,  herring,  conger,  pol- 
lock, bream,  and  rock  fish.  These  latter  are 
caught  either  from  a  boat  or  the  rooks.  The 
island  is  well  worth  a  visit,  and  can  easily 
be  reached  from  Londonderry  or  Liverpool. 
The  lecturer  was  heartily  thanked  for  his  very 
able  paper.  The  committee  announced  that  the 
general  meeting  would  not  be  held  until  Wednes- 
day, March  4. 

City  of  London  Piscatoeial  Society — 

Perhaps  the  finest  display  of  fish  shown  at  this 
society  was  on  Tuesday  last,  when  Mr.  John 
Warne  presided.  The  following  catches  were  - 
exhibited  : — A  tray  of  heavy  roach,  sixteen  fish, 
best  lib.  6oz.,  the  rest  well  up,  taken  by  the 
chairman  at  St.  Ives  ;  a  tray  of  very  fine  specimen 
dace  and  a  good  roach  from  Hertfordshire,  taken 
by  Mr.  Taylor  ;  a  tray  of  very  nice  chub  and  roach 
from  Wargrave,  taken  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  ;  whilst 
another  tray  was  abundantly  well  filled  by  three 
fine  jack  from  the  Wye,  totalling  some  251b., 
caught  by  Mr.  G.  C.  Grammar.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  mention  that  the  successful  anglers 
received  a  hearty  vote  of  congratulation  from  the 
meeting.    A  gentleman  previously  proposed  was 


Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

Having  largely  increased  the  numbers  of  their  Stock  Fish  are  quoting  low  prices  for 


FROM  WILD  OR  DOMESTICATED  FISH.   See  also  advertisement  on  com. 
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S.  ALLGOGK  &  CO.,  LIMITED, 


l&^:=N'o"^2':»i?eS!'"^"-"  "        WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Tackle,  Hooks,  Sc.,  in  the  World. 

GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  NINETEEN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 

Awarded  the  ''GRAND  PRIX,''  Paris  Exhibition,  1900— highest  possible  aivard, 

N0VELTIE5  FOR  1903. 


5058.  The  "  Allcock  "  Aerial  Split  Cane  Trout  Rod.    Strong  and  very 

light,  10  ft.    Weight,  5  oz. 

5059.  Grenfell  Baker's  Split  Cane  Fly  Rod,  stained  green,  suction 

joints,  "Norab  "  patent  winch  fittings. 
5102.    Best  Wood  Reel,  star  back,  optional  check,  flange  lined  with 
brass,  and  brass  rim  to  drum  to  prevent  warping. 

5104.  Wood  Reels  for  Sea  Fishing,  solid  brass  back,  optional  check. 

5105.  Cowburn's  Patent  Automatic  Reel. 

5100.  Improved  Aluminium  "Aerial  "Reel.  4in.  Very  light  and  strong. 

5101.  Improved  Aluminium  "  Aerial  "  Reel.    4  in.    With  line  guard 

and  deep  Hange  to  hold  more  line. 
5815.    The  "  Parson  "  Fork  Landing  Ring,  split  screw,  with  improved 
link. 


TRADE  MABK. 


5814.  Paley's  Patent  Reversible  Landing  Rings. 

5309.  Maxwell  Boyle's  Feather  Bait  for  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout. 

5678.  Aluminium  Gut  Cast  Box. 

5679.  The  "  Baden-Powell  "  Fly  and  Tackle  Box. 

5680.  The  "  Baden- Powell  "  Outfit  for  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 

5810.  The  Hollow  Tube  Steel  Landing  Ring,  4  joints,  folding. 

5811.  Baron  Tcherkassov's  Patent  "  Norab  "  Landing  Ring. 
5669.  The  Patent  "Norab  "  Winch  Fitting. 

5666J.  The  Patent  "  Norab  "  Fly  Hand  Vice. 

5667.  The  Patent  "  Norab  "  Table  Fly  Vice. 

5917.  The  Patent  "  Norab  "  Double  Safety  Pin  Hooks. 

5922.  Allcock's  Patent  interchangeable  Treble  Hooks. 

5677.  Allcock's  Patent  Pike  Gag,  nickelled. 


PATENT  PIKE  GAG. 


AUTOMATIC  REEL. 

Cowburn's  Patent. 


WOOD  REEL. 

Star  back,  optional  check,  flange  lined  with 
brass,  and  brass  rim  to  drimi  to  prevent 
warping. 


PATENT  INTERCHANGE- 
ABLE TREBLE  HOOK. 


ALUMINIUM   GUT  CAST  BOX. 


THE  "  PARSON  "  FORK  RING. 

With  Improved  Link, 


MAXWELL  BOYLE'S  FEATHER  BAIT. 

Patent. 


PALEY'S  PATENT 
REVERSIBLE  RING. 


FLY  HAND  VICE. 


PATENT  «•  NORAB' 
RING. 


LANDING 


For  Salmon,  Grilse,  Trout,  and  Grayling,  the  "  HERCULES  "  GUT  CASTS 

Are  the  strongest  and  best.     They  will  last  at  least  three  times  longer  than  any  other. 
CAUTION.— None  are  genuine  unless  labelled  "  Hercules  "  and  our  Trade  Mark  on  Label.      To  be  had  of  all  Tackle  Makers. 
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balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  another  nomination 
being  also  made  for  election  on  Feb.  24,  A  pro- 
visional programme  for  the  next  five  weeks  has 
been  arranged  as  follows  :— Feb.  17:  Discussion 
on  future  policy  and  management  of  the  society 
Feb.  24:  Angling  reminiscences.  March  3  :  Com- 
mittee and  ordinary  meetings.  March  10  :  Outing 
to  Blunham ;  angling  competition  for  three 
prizes — best,  second,  and  third,  aggregate  catch 
of  angler's  fishes  above  standard,  variety  im- 
material. Mr.  J.  Wame  contributes  £1  Is.  to 
prize  fimd.  March  17 :  Annual  dinner  (ladies 
invited).  Further  particulars  will  be  duly 
annoimced.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesram  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  S.  T.  Saunders  presided  over  a  large  attend- 
ance of  the  members  and  friends  of  this  Society 
on  Tuesday  last,  many  of  whom  were  attracted 
by  the  annoimcement  that  the  Rev.  E.  Meyer 
would  read  his  promised  paper.  His  subject, 
"Fishing  in  the  Outer  Hebrides,"  was  treated  in 
the  Rev,  Father's  inimitable  style.  His  descrip- 
tion of  the  voyage  to  the  fishing  grounds,  his 
pourtrayal  of  the  scenery  of  the  lochs  and  rivers, 
his  racy  and  humorous  anecdotes  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  his  adventures  by  flood  and  field  made 
up  a  paper  replete  with  both  instruction  and 
amusement.  His  stories  of  the  capture  of  a 
■whale,  and  being  prevented  from  enjoying  a 
bathe  by  the  persistent  attacks  of  wild  sea-birds, 
were  punctuated  with  roars  of  laughter.  The 
chief  regret  felt  by  those  who  listened  to 
his  paper  was  that  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
prevented  the  Rev.  Father  from  presenting 
the  various  incidents  at  full  length.  A  very 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him, 
and  in  reply  the  reverend  gentleman  promised 
another  reading  at  some  future  date.  A  new 
member  was  elected.  Several  members  have  been 
out  fishing  and  a  large  number  of  jack  have  been 
taken,  but  they  generally  ran  small,  the  largest 
fallmg  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Reid,  who  took  a  jack  of 
91b.  and  another  of  81b.  The  Kelvedon  water  has 
yielded  some  decent  jack,  Mr.  Gill  having  secured 
eight  fish.  Members  are  requested  to  note  that 
the  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  March  10,  chair- 
man, C.  Luxmore  Drew.  Esq.  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman 
reads  a  paper  on  "  Anglers'  Fishes  "  on  Tuesday 
(Feb.  17).  Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
place  the  trout  in  the  waters  at  Chesham  on 
Saturday  (Feb.  21),  at  3.30  p.m.  (Black  Horse). 
Members  are  advised  that  subscriptions  are  now 
due  and  will  be  gladly  received  by  the  honorary 
secretary. — F.  E.  Eldred. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

The  vice-president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  took  the 
chair  at  Monday's  gathering,  and  an  interesting 
meeting  was  held.  Mr.  W,  G.  Fletcher  had  a  fair 
bag  of  Thames  roach  to  his  credit,  together  with 
pike  from  Newbury  up  to  close  upon  51b.,  and 
roach  up  to  lib.  2Joz.  ;  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson  had 
roach  from  the  same  water  and  a  chub  of 
.  31b.  2|oz.  The  high  winds  had  spoiled  sport, 
though  the  rivers  were  in  good  ply.  Members 
who  have  not  returned  the  reply  post-cards  in 
reference  to  annual  dinner  are  asked  to  do  so 
without  delay,  in  order  that  the  committee  may 
be  m  a  position  to  deal  with  this  important 
matter. — Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List— 

Tho  visit  of  the  clubs  on  the  above  list  took 
placp  on  Feb.  5  to  the  Alma  Angling  Society,  and 
a  very  good  attendance  was  recorded.  Mr. 
Montgomery  occupied  the  chair,  and  after  the 
collection  for  the  prize  fund,  the  roll  was  called, 
when  twenty-three  clubs  responded.  The  next  to 
receive  a  visit  will  be  the  Briny  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion on  Feb.  1 7  at  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square. 
Blackfriars-road.— A.  G.  Smith 


Bradford  Waltonians— 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Bradford  Waltonians 
was  held  on  Monday  night  at  the  Talbot  Hotel. 
Bradford,  when  Mr.  W.  O.  Hincliff  presided  over 
a  large  attendance  of  members.  From  the  annual 
reports  of  Dr.  Johnston,  the  secretary  and 
treasurer,  it  appeared  that  the  past  season  had 
been  a  disappointing  one  in  regard  to  sport,  this 
being  mainly  due  to  the  diminished  rainfall,  which 
bad  also  caused  the  club  to  incur  heavy  expen- 
diture in  the  restocking  of  reservoirs  effected  by 
the  long  drought.  In  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
annual  statements,  the  President  made  sympa- 
thetic allusion  to  the  loss  sustained  by  the  club 
m  the  death  of  two  of  its  first  members  and  vice- 
presidents  (Mr,  W,  M.  Berry  and  Josephus  Pepper), 


and  also  that  of  Mr.  Rudol  Delius.  Owing  to  the 
diminished  rainfall  during  the  past  season  sport 
in  the  club's  reservoirs  had  been  indifferent  and 
serious  loss  of  young  trout  had  resulted.  In 
regard  to  the  reservoirs  which  had  suffered  most 
injury,  it  has  decided  to  curtail  the  angling 
season  from  J une  to  September.  In  the  club's 
trout  hatchery  there  are  over  50,000  ova  on 
the  grills.  Reports  regarding  the  rearing  ponds 
were  considered  satisfactory.  The  vacancies 
in  the  members'  list  having  been  filled,  the 
officers  and  committee  for  the  year  were 
elected.  During  the  evening  Mr.  M'Knight, 
in  recognition  of  his  services  as  the  founder  and 
for  twenty-one  years  the  president  of  the  club, 
was  presented  with  a  purse  of  gold,  this  compli- 
ment having  been  preceded  by  his  election  as  a 
life  member.  In  acknowledging  the  presentation, 
Mr.  M'Knight  recalled  the  early  history  of  the 
club,  and  pointed  out  that  its  founders  were  the 
pioneers  in  successful  efforts  to  utilise  Corporation 
compensation  reservoirs  for  angling  purposes. 
Commencing  with  one  reservoir,  having  an  area 
of  25  acres  and  a  capacity  of  230,000,000  gallons, 
the  Waltonians  had  extended  their  borders  to 
such  an  extent  that,  apart  from  special  facilities 
regarding  certain  waters,  they  had  now  control  of 
the  fishing  in  five  reservoirs,  with  an  aggregate  of 
125 J  acres,  and  702,392,000  gallons.  In  con- 
nection with  the  fish  hatchery,  and  direct  efforts 
to  improve  fishing,  apart  from  rents  and  wages, 
the  club  had  expended  over  £1000.  It  now  held 
the  foremost  position  amongst  clubs  cut  off  from 
local  rivers  which  had  become  polluted,  and  there 
were  indications  that  a  still  more  brilliant  future 
was  before  it. — Hon.  Sec. 

Dart  Angling  Association — 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  association  was 
presided  over  by  Mr.  Charles  Barran.  The 
secretary,  Mr.  G.  F.  Kellock,  read  the  annual 
report,  which  stated  that  the  association  con- 
tinued to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  riparian 
owners.  The  number  of  tickets  sold  by  the 
association  showed  an  increase,  the  receipts 
exceeding  former  years  by  about  £10.  Mr.  A.  M. 
Champernowne  was  re-elected  president,  and  the 
vice-presidents  chosen  were  Mr.  J.  Fleming,  of 
Bigadon,  Rev.  J.  B.  Hughes,  Staverton,  and^Mr. 
P.  T.  Struben,  Spitchwick,— Devonian. 

Leicester  Angling  Society. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the 
above  Society  was  held  at  the  Co-operative  Hall 
on  Feb.  3,  Mr.  J.  E.  Webb  presiding.  There  was 
only  the  ordinary  business  to  transact.  The  river 
at  Aylestone  has  been  in  good  condition  during 
the  last  month,  and  good  catches  are  reported. 
— J".  R. 

Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society — 

The  above  Society  held  their  third  pike  match 
of  the  season  on  Barton  Broad  on  Feb.  5 ;  six 
members  competed.  Thirteen  sizeable  fish  were 
weighed  in ;  several  others  were  also  caught,  but 
did  not  measure  the  required  length  and  were 
returned.  First,  E.  Boning,  seven  fish,  total  weight 
36|lb. ;  second,  W.  T.  Pratt,  three  fish,  total 
weight  18 Jib.  ;  third,  H.  Boning,  one  fish,  total 
weight  31b.  The  winner's  fish  included  a  131b., 
8Jlb.  and  71b.,  and  Mr.  Pratt's  catch  included  a 
nice  fish  of  12 Jib.  Water  in  good  condition  just 
now. — E.  B. 


Bradshaw's  "Through  Routes  and  Overland 
Guide." — The  shrinkage  of  the  world  resulting  from 
improved  communications  has  had  its  inevitable 
result  in  the  expansion  of  "Bradshaw."  The  new 
and  enlarged  edition  of  Bradshaw's  "Through 
Routes  and  Overland  Guide  "  is  not  a  collection  of 
railway  time-tables  and  steamship  sailings,  but  a 
guide  over  the  most  direct  routes  between  the  chief 
towns  of  the  world,  and  indicates  the  best  ways  of 
reaching  all  places  abroad  to  which  sportsmen  and 
tourists  are  likely  to  be  attracted  or  commercial 
travellers  required  to  visit. 

River  Poaching. — At  three  o'clock  on  Wednes- 
day morning  a  smart  capture  of  river  poachers  was 
effected  by  a  sergeant  and  constable  of  the  Suffolk 
County  PoUce.  For  some  time  the  fishing  in  the 
River  Stour,  which  is  the  resort  of  many  London 
anglers,  has  mysteriously  fallen  off,  and  two  officers, 
whilst  concealed  amongst  some  rushes  on  the  river 
bank,  saw  three  men  rowing  a  boat  with  muffled 
oars.  Two  of  the  men  landed,  bringing  with  them 
nine  stone  of  fine  carp,  roach,  and  pike,  which  they 
had  netted  in  the  stream.  The  police  surprised  and 
captured  two  of  the  poachers,  but  the  third  man 
escaped  in  the  boat,  carrying  away  the  nets.  Shortly 
afterwards  a  fourth  man  drove  up  in  a  trap,  but  on 
seeing  the  constables  he  drove  swiftly  away. — G. 


ilofcs  from  tf)c  Wottl). 

A  slight  snowstorm  is  passing  over  the  North  of 
Scotland,  but  it  is  not  thought  that  it  will  interfere 
much  with  the  opening  days  of  the  season  on  the 
Dee,  Don,  Spey,  Ness,  and  other  Scotch  streams  on 
which  anghng  for  salmon  commenced  on  Wednesday, 
Feb.  11.    ^ 

Mr.  Sandison,  Huntly  Arms,  Aboyne,  has  this 
year  added  the  Forest  of  Birse  water  to  his  other 
beats  for  the  spring  months,  having  leased  it  from 
Mr.  Heaven,  the  proprietor,  who  has  gone  to  the 
Mediterranean  for  the  spring. 

Mr.  Hugh  McDonald,  Ellon  Castle,  writing  anent 
the  Ythan,  says  : — "  I  cannot  exactly  say  what  the 
prospects  may  be,  I  suspect  from  what  I  see  and 
hear  that  they  will  be  very  fair  all  round,  both  for 
salmon  and  fiiinock," 


He  adds  that  they  get  lovely  finnock  in  the  Ythan 
in  the  early  spring,  although  kelts  are  also  strongly 
in  evidence,  *'  just  as  we  find  salmon  fresh  run  and 
salmon  kelt  in  the  Dee  and  Don  and  elsewhere 
often  in  the  same  pool."  The  Ythan  and  Ugie  do 
not  open  till  March  1, 


They  use  "thumping"  hooks  up  Thurso  way,  also 
on  the  Ness  and  other  snow-fed  spring  rivers  ;  Jock 
Scotts,  Akroys,  and  Herons  on  4in.  irons  are  needed 
on  the  principle  that  if  "  the  mountain  will  not 
come  to  Mahomet,  Mahomet  must  go  to  the 
mountain." 


The  estate  of  Inchgarth,  on  lower  Deeside,  was 
exposed  for  sale  last  week  at  the  upset  price  of 
£17,000,  but  failed  to  find  a  purchaser.  There  is 
about  a  mile  of  angling  water  on  the  north  bank, 
but  it  is  only  good  for  a  few  fish  in  the  late  autumn. 

The  Earl  and  Countess  of  Aberdeen  are  building 
a  new  house  for  themselves  on  their  Tarland 
property,  which  is  within  easy  driving  distance  of 
Deeside.  Lady  Marjory  Gordon  has  a  penchant  for 
anghng,  and  no  doubt  the  Earl  will  eventually  rent 
a  reach  of  the  Dee  for  her  use. 


The  damage  to  the  mouth  of  the  Spey  by  the 
recent  heavy  series  of  spates  has  been  much  more 
extensive  and  serious  than  was  at  first  estimated, 
Mr.  Rae,  the  genial  manager  of  the  Duke's  salmon 
fisheries,  has  lost  three  acres  of  his  farm,  while 
altogether  some  fifty  acres  have  been  submerged  in 
the  new  channel  marked  out  by  the  Spey  itself. 


As  a  fitting  termination  to  the  marriage  rejoicings 
at  Beaufort  Castle,  Lady  Lovat  gave  a  grand  ball 
to  all  her  tenantry  and  friends  in  the  drill-hall, 
Beauly,  last  week.  Some  600  guests  were  present, 
with  "Tonald  and  Tugald  and  Sandy  McNabb" 
and  fifty  scouts  in  khaki. 


John  Mortimer,  one  of  the  most  expert  Deeside 
gillies,  leaves  Mr.  Burrows  and  the  Woodend  water 
for  Cairnton  to  attend  Lord  Penrhyn,  and  Andrew 
Robertson,  another  excellent  man,  takes  his  place. 


Now  that  brown  trout  angling  in  Scotland  does 
not  begin  until  March  1,  there  will  be  more  at  the 
game  on  and  after  that  date  than  ever.  At  least, 
this  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  ticket  waters 
at  their  disposal  in  the  north,  and  it  is  formed  from 
the  increased  demand  for  them. 


The  same  arrangements  hold  good  for  daily, 
weekly,  or  monthly  tickets  on  the  Ythan,  Don, 
Ugie,  etc.,  that  have  prevailed  during  the  past  two 
years.  "  Ticket  "  is  the  word  used  in  the  north  for 
a  licence  to  fish.   

Up  to  the  hour  of  despatch  everything  portends 
a  good  opening.  The  storm  is  past,  and  the  melted 
snows  will  have  mostly  run  off.  Anglers  for  the 
Dee  and  other  streams  are  arriving  by  every  train 
from  the  south,  and  every  inch  of  water  is  certain 
to  be  fully  covered.  Special  Scotch. 


No.  1  of  "Men  and  Women,"  edited  by  Mr, 
George  R.  Sims,  is  out,  and  in  quantity  and  variety 
of  interesting  matter  the  new  weekly  is  unsurpassed 
by  any  of  the  army  of  periodicals  which  appeal  to 
the  great  penny  public.  No  one  understands  that 
public  better  than  Mr.  Sims,  and  we  wish  him  and 
Messrs,  Cassell  all  success  in  thf<ir  new  enterprise. 


Febrttary  14  1903 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming:  and  trading:  in  the  name 
of  Ogfden.  AYOID  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

MAKER  OF   HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,  GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  iti  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN, 

a  AS,    OGDEN'S   IVIUlLiXXJlMr-IN-PARVO   FLY^  ROD,  21/-. 

JAS.   OGDSN'S   VrSW   "  XNVICXA "   FXiY   (x>egistei?ed),   6/-   pex*  doz. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 


DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6(Z. 

London  ;  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COJIPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Duiistan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  B.C. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 


London  : 

SAMPSON  Low,  MAKSTON  &  CO.,  LTD., 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


DON'T  COUGH  /or 
KEATING'S  LOZENGES 
EASILY  CURE 
THE  WORST  COUCH. 

One  gives  relief.    An  increasing 
sale  of  over  80  years  is  a  certain 
test  of  their  value.   Sold  in  IStd. 
tins  everywhere. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THB 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FKOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 

LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(Fop  spinning  op  TROLLING), 
Made  in  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


©HifiMGf 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
SAM.  Alloook  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  Lbb,  4,  Elm  Grove, 
Eeckham,  S.E.    Large  size,  1/6-;  small,  1/3. 


P.  D.  MALLOOH, 

High=dass  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
PERTH,  Nf.S. 

One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
Ten  Gold  and  Px*ize  medals  Awai^ded. 


Telegrams— "  MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone— No.  31. 

Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 

The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 


INVEXTORS  OF  THE    .    .  . 

nranned  Angola. " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"  Tanned   Angola, " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

Til©   "  Featliex?  weiglit " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  18/6  & 21/- 

.See  Fii'tl.  .Tunc  30,  I'J'iO. 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

CATAbOaUES  GRATIS. 
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Quick  believers  need  broad  shoulders. 


Here  are  some  words  of  wisdom  from  the  annual 
report  of  the  Reading  and  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciation. "  Especial  vigilance  is  needed  during  the 
coming  year  in  regard  to  the  Thames,  and  your 
Committee  would  urge  strongly  upon  members  of 
the  Association  the  necessity  of  watching  carefully 
the  legislation  which  will  undoubtedly  be  brought 
before  Parliament  in  the  coming  Session  as  to  the 
management  of  the  river,  and  more  particularly — 
from  one  point  of  view — of  its  fisheries.  Great 
changes,  of  grave  import,  are  undoubtedly  im- 
minent, and  it  behoves  an  Association  like  this — 
which  fills  a  central  place  in  the  preservation  of  the 
Upper  River — to  be  keenly  alert  so  as  to  safeguard 
the  public  interests  in  any  reorganisation  of  the 
Conservancy  Board  and  more  particularly  of  the 
efficient  representation  thereon  of  angling  interests," 
[Hear,  hear.  I  cheer  these  remarks.  "  Eternal 
vigilance"  I  have  always  recommended  to  every 
London  angler.] 


The  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  anglers  had  a 
right  happy  time  at  the  annual  cigarette  concert 
and  ladies'  night  at  the  Castle  Hotel  Assembly 
Rooms ;  the  popular  president.  Dr.  Travers,  was  in 
the  chair.  Mrs.  Travers  was  present,  and  accepted 
a  beautiful  basket  of  flowers.  In  honour  of  the 
golden  wedding  of  this  happy  couple  Dr.  Travers 
was  presented  with  a  beautiful  gold  watch,  a  gift 
acknowledged  in  a  happy  speech.  Dr.  Travers  said 
the  watch  would  be  always  with  him,  and  would 
remind  him  of  the  many  friendships  he  had  made 
through  his  connection  with  the  association.  He 
hoped  all  married  members  of  the  association 
had  the  same  happy  and  peaceful  times  to  look 
back  upon  as  himself  and  wife.  He  also  hoped 
that  all  the  bachelor  members  would  get  as  good  a 
wife  as  he  possessed.  Certainly  every  good  angler 
deserved  a  good  wife. 


On  Tuesday  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  "Ned"  Collinson  in  Fleet-street.  I  suppose 
they  had  been  to  the  Bank  to  draw  their  "  divi- 
dend." "  Ned  "  told  me  that  the  Ouse  at  St.  Ives 
(Hunts)  is  in  perfect  order  for  fishing,  and  that 
some  splendid  fish  are  being  taken  daily.  In  his 
own  words  :  "  You  should  make  an  effort  to  come 
down  at  once,  and  you  will  not  be  disappointed." 

I  CALLED  upon  Mr.  F,  T.  Williams,  fishing  tackle 
manufacturer,  recently,  and  saw  two  chub  in  one 
case,  splendidly  mounted,  and  weighing  just  under 
51b.  This  case  is  for  sale,  and  would  make  a  hand- 
some addition  to  the  club  room.  Mr.  F.  T.  Williams, 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  London,  W.C.,  will  supply 
further  information. 


At  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Wednesday,  Dr.  Litton 
Forbes  read  a  delightful  paper  on  "Tory  Island." 
The  lecture  was  not  political  in  spite  of  the  title ;  it 
was  a  pleasant  gossip  about  a  charming  place  where 
fish  can  be  caught.  I  hope  to  allude  to  the  doctor's 
paper  again.  I  can  only  say  here  that  I,  like  every 
other  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  shall  eagerly  hope  to 
hear  Doctor  Forbes  again.  Members  will  have 
another  treat  on  Wednesday  next,  Feb.  18.  Mr. 
Wrench  Towse  will  take  the  chair,  and  the  discussion 
will  be  on  the  oyster  scare — which  is  poetry,  though 
I  didn't  mean  it  to  be — in  fact,  the  oyster  will  be 
talked  about  by  pros.  The  meeting  will  be  an 
important  one,  and  as  a  lover  of  oysters  I  am  shell- 
fish enough  to  hope  it  will  lead  to  my  favourite 
bivalves  becoming  good  and  cheap. 

"Ye  Olde  Pobte  "  is  not  a  wine  but  a  musical 
society,  which  meets  at  the  Portugal,  Fleet-street. 
Mr.  W.  G.  George,  a  runner  of  renown,  made 
another  record  as  chairman  at  the  concert  on 
Tuesday  night.  The  artistes  were  all  clever,  and 
I  give  an  extra  word  of  praise  to  Mr.  Harry  Lynn, 
the  ventriloquist.  The  society  must  have  a  good 
committee  to  arrange  such  a  splendid  programme. 


I  ANTICIPATE  another  good  concert  at  the 
Champion  Hotel.  Aldersgate-street,  on  Feb.  26. 
The  concert  will  be  in  aid  of  the  Linen  and  Woollen 
Drapers'  Institute,  and  Mr.  John  Scott  will  be  in 
the  chair. 


Two  well-known  London  anglers,  G.  Fortescue 
and  A.  Field,  will  contest  a  roach-fishing  match  at 
Henley-on-Thames  on  Feb.  15  for  stakes  of  £10. 
Fortescue  has  long  been  considered  one  of  the  best 
anglers  who  ever  handled  a  roach-pole,  and  is  a  very 
strong  favourite,  as  he  deserves  to  be.  I  have  long 
known  him  as  a  clever  and  companionable  angler. 
There  are  many  inclined  to  back  the  Field,  but  all 
hope  the  best  man  will  win. 


"  I  HAVE  been  hardly  able  to  breathe  all  day. 
Those  people  next  door  have  been  burning  the  dead 
leaves  on  the  lawn  and  the  windis  in  this  direction. " 
"Never  mind,  my  dear.  Wait  till  the  wind  turns 
and  then  we'll  burn  ours." 


Mr.  W.  K.  Goodall,  of  Hereford,  while  spinning 
for  pike  in  the  Wye  near  that  city,  on  Feb.  2,  caught 
a  fine  specimen  of  19lb.  The  fish,  which  is  con- 
sidered a  perfect  model  of  shape  and  condition,  is 
being  set  up  locally. 


Ms.  Gebken,  of  the  West  Green  Angling  Society, 
has  weighed  in  a  fine  perch  from  the  Lea  of  21b.  8oz. 
Mr.  Anderson  had  five  chub,  121b.  6oz.  (largest 
31b.  I^Qz.),  from  Marlow. 


James  B.  Connolly,  the  writer  of  sea  stories, 
reappears  in  Scribner'a  for  February  with  a  vivid 
account  of  the  way  in  which  Gloucester  fishermen 
make  harbour  in  a  storm.  It  is  fully  illustrated  by 
Reuterdahl. 

The  PEorESSOR's  Mistake. 
{An  Impossible  Tale.) 
The  professor  fished,  on  an  August  day. 

In  the  mill-pool's  tumbling  stream, 
And  he  dropped  his  bait  where  the  minnows  play, 
In  the  shallows  that  dance  and  gleam. 

And  he  thought  by  chance  of  a  Biblical  tale. 

And  he  murmured  soft  and  low, 
"  If  only  poor  folk,  when  resources  fail. 

Could  gain  their  relief  just  so." 

Straightway  he  brought  up  the  hook  to  light, 

And  quickly,  with  zealous  haste. 
He  pressed  a  sixpence  of  radiance  bright. 

In  the  midst  of  a  lump  of  paste, 

"And  now,"  he  cried,  "In  the  water  clear, 

I  will  drop  this  splendid  prize ; 
Some  fish  will  gorge  it,  some  future  year 

'Twill  gladden  some  starving  eyes." 

And,  with  heart  so  light,  in  the  pool  he  threw 

The  bait,  where  a  shoal  he  spied — 
And  a  little  minnow  popped  up  and  drew 

The  gift  to  his  small  inside. 

And  down  he  sank  to  the  sandy  mire. 

Where  the  fish  swim  two  and  two, 
And  deftly  he  blew  out  the  hook  of  wire. 

As  cute  little  minnows  do. 

And  he  settled  down  to  a  banquet  grand, 

But  anon  he  thought  the  dough 
A  little  bit  hard  to  understand. 

Its  solidity  hurt  him  so. 

In  dreadful  pain,  with  his  latest  gasp 

To  the  shallow  once  more  he  fled. 
The  bait  he  seized  in  his  eager  grasp 

And  bankwards  he  quickly  sped. 

Out  on  the  grass  the  professor  set 

The  minnow,  his  latest  prize, 
Not  a  breath  of  air  could  that  minnow  get. 

As  he  closed  his  glazing  eyes. 

But  somehow,  as  he  began  to  know. 

He  would  never  see  home  again. 
From  his  little  inside  he  contrived  to  blow 

The  object  that  caused  the  pain. 

The  professor  exclaimed — the  minnow  rolled 

From  the  banks  to  the  water — free. 
And  the  man  held  a  glittering  piece  of  gold. 

And  both  said,  "What  luck  for  me!" 

S.  E.  B. 


I  REGRET  to  have  to  record  the  death,  on  the 
Slst  ult.,  of  Mr.  Leonard  Selwyn  Fountaine,  one  of 
the  founders  and  past-president  of  the  Shepherd's 
Bush  Angling  Association.  Mr.  Fountaine  did 
much  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  association, 
and  all  anglers  who  knew  him  will  mourn  his  loss. 


Here  is  the  story  of  a  bloater  that  found  an 
uncle  from  that  amusing  paper  the  Wheel  of 
Fortune  : — "  Some  thirty  years  ago,  when  I  was  but 
a  lad,  an  uncle  of  mine  went  to  New  Zealand.  For 
some  time  I  heard  from  him.  He  was  prospering 
and  doing  well.  Then  suddenly  my  letters  remained 
unanswered,  and  all  trace  of  him  was  lost.  Some 
property  being  left  him,  I  advertised  in  various 
papers,  but  with  no  result.  Now  I  have  a  very 
good  memory,  and,  consequently,  could  remember 
some  of  my  uncle's  peculiarities  —  though  after 
twenty-eight  years  I  could  hardly  be  expected  to 
recognise  his  features.  It  was  two  years  ago  last 
summer,  and  being  hot  and  tired  I  entered  a  coffee 
house  in  Holborn,  called  for  a  cup  of  tea,  and 
seated  myself  opposite  an  elderly  gentleman  of 
jovial  appearance.  The  waitress  brought  him 
a  bloater — just  an  ordinary  bloater — bread  and 
butter,  and  tea.    To  my  astonishment  he  placed 


the  whole  bloater  between  two  slices  of  bread  and 
butter,  and  ate  it  like  a  sandwich.  '  Pardon  me,'  I 
said,  when  he  had  finished,  '  I  never  saw  but  one 
man  eat  a  bloater  like  that.'  '  And  who  might  that 
be  ?  '  he  asked,  good  humouredly.  '  An  uncle  of 
mine,'  I  said,  'who  went  abroad  in  1873,  and  whose 
name  was  Bailey,  my  father's  brother.'  'Great 
heavens ! '  exclaimed  the  old  gentleman,  leaping 
from  his  seat,  '  can  it  be  Sammy  ?  '  And  so,  after 
many  years,  uncle  and  nephew  had  met !  " 


I  FOUND  these  old  cuttings,  dated  1855  : — 

A  large  flight  of  lobsters  passed  over  Birming- 
ham on  Tuesday  on  their  yearly  migration  to  the 
Moors.  One  shot  at  Leamingtom  measured  nearly 
an  imperial  pint,  and  has  been  added  to  the  fine 
geological  collection  of  Mr.  Brown,  of  that  city. 
»'*♦*# 

The  artificial  cultivation  of  anchovies  is  exten- 
sively practised  at  Islington.  They  require  a  high 
light  soil.  This  is  dressed  with  a  compost  of  sprat 
and  bole  Armenian,  and  they  come  up  after  heavy 
rains,  in  pods,  each  containing  a  fish.  They  may 
be  detected  by  boiling  them  in  ginger  wine,  when 
they  turn  blue,  and  being  dried  and  powdered  form 
the  substance  known  as  emery. 

«  »  *  *  # 

The  most  interesting  object  in  the  Paris  Exhibi- 
tion at  present  is  a  machine  for  opening  sardine 
boxes.  It  consists  of  a  steam-engine  of  300-horse 
power  working  on  two  revolving  flanges  with  verti- 
cal shafts,  at  a  graduated  pressure  of  three  one- 
tenths  in  seven  minutes  —  not  bad  work.  The 
cylinder,  which  is  rectangular,  oscillates  at  the 
rate  of  eleven  inches  in  the  mile,  and,  being  self- 
feeding,  requires  no  more  attention  than  every  ten 
minutes  putting  the  crank  out  of  gear  with  an 
eccentric  beam,  which  a  child  can  control  with  a 
spokeshave.  One  of  these  has  been  already  set  up 
at  Hackney,  where  the  consumption  of  sardines  is 
enormous,  from  the  frequent  recurrence  of  Ash 
Wednesday  in  that  district,  owing  to  its  substratum 
of  clay  on  the  primitive  sandstone.  It  is  said  to 
answer  admirably,  and  the  spirited  speculator  is 
enabled  to  apply  the  waste  power  to  polishing 
common  bricks  with  fig-dust  and  ferro  -  sesqui- 
cyanuret  of  the  Icyanide  of  potassium,  until  they 
cannot  be  told  from  cubes  of  cornelian. 

*  ♦  •  *  » 

Things  have  altered  a  bit  since  the  fifties — lobsters 
don't  fly  now  and — but  stay  !  Perhaps  the  cuttings 
are  from  an  old  comic  paper. 


Waves  are  very  capricious.  About  four  years 
ago  the  captain  of  a  small  vessel  trading  between 
Dublin  and  Cardiff  was  washed  overboard  by  one 
huge  wave  and  washed  back  again  by  another.  A 
small  coasting  vessel  left  the  River  Plate,  towing  a 
large  dredger  for  use  in  the  port  of  Bahia  Blanca, 
the  terminus  of  the  Argentine  Great  Southern 
Railway.  When  still  half  a  day  from  the  end  of 
the  journey,  a  pampero  came  sweeping  along  from 
the  land,  and  so  fierce  was  the  storm  that,  however 
reluctantly,  the  captain  had  to  decide  on  cutting 
the  dredger  adrift.  At  the  very  moment  this  was 
accomplished,  a  youthful  passenger,  who,  from 
motives  of  curiosity  had  come  on  deck,  was  washed 
into  the  seething  waves.  Even  to  think  of  lowering 
a  boat  was  out  of  the  question,  and  everybody 
believed  the  boy  was  lost.  A  couple  of  days  later, 
however,  a  tug  boat,  specially  commissioned  to 
undertake  the  search,  discovered  the  dredger,  and 
on  the  deck  was  the  lad,  coolly  drying  his  matches 
and  cigarettes  in  the  sun.  He  had  been  washed  off 
one  vessel  only  to  be  washed  on  to  the  other  ! 


Mr.  L.  Wilcox,  of  Wolverhampton,  has  had  sent 
for  preservation  a  fine  otter.  It  weighed  21lb.,  and 
measured  four  feet.  It  was  killed  on  Jan.  29  at 
Smestow  Brook. 


Oh,  what  a  difference  there  can  be,  'Twixt 
tweedledum  and  tweedledee,  said  Milton — or  some 
other  poet.  I  am  constrained  to  say  in  the  same 
spirit,  "Oh,  what  difference  do  we  see,  'Twixt 
1  three  7  and  1  three  3."  Yes,  it  made  all  the 
difference  last  Sunday  night.  I  was  sitting  cosily 
in  my  slippers  when  I  heard  the  rush  of  fire  engines 
up  St.  John's  Street  Road — "  Dragnet  Mansion  "  is 
in  that  classic  neighbourhood.  "  Heavens  !  it's 
Carter's !  "  was  the  cry.  I  rushed  out,  prepared  to 
heroically  rescue  even  a  box  of  wild  gentles,  but 
found  that  No.  137  was  all  right,  while  No.  133  was 
completely  gutted.  I  never  saw  such  an  array  of 
engines  come  up  in  such  magnificent  time.  Every 
fireman  must  be  an  angler,  grateful  to  Carter's  for 
bargains,  and  anxious  to  save  a  valuable  stock. 
"It's  not  Carter's!"  I  shouted;  and  the  relieved 
metropolis  went  quietly  to  sleep,  as  did 
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Pfovineial  flngling  l^otes 

tnttst  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Feb.  6  last  at  the  head- 
quarters. Mr.  T.  Coles  presided  over  a  fully  attended 
meeting ;  the  balance-sheet  and  auditor's  report  were 
received  and  passed  as  very  satisfactory,  after  which 
the  chairman  gave  in  a  report  of  his  interview  with 
the  Midland  Railway  officials  re  the  Fernhill  Heath 
and  Worcester  excess  fares  ;  this  important  matter, 
he  stated,  would  be  settled  in  a  few  days,  and 
the  members  would,  he  hoped,  be  allowed  to 
book  direct  to  Worcester.  It  wa.s  decided 
to  call  a  special  general  meeting  for  Thurs- 
day evening  (Feb.  19),  when  the  notice  of 
motion  as  given  in  by  Mr.  Martin  should  be  fully 
considered.  TI"'<?  notice  of  motion  is  to  the  effect 
"That  no  officer  of  a  rival  association  shall  be 
allowed  to  sit  in  the  councils  of  the  association,  and 
that  no  member  shall  be  allowed  to  sit  on  the 
executive  committee  belonging  to  a  club  taking 
travelling  cards  from  a  rival  association."  This 
resolution  will  no  doubt  be  carried,  and  if  so  it  will 
be  a  great  blow  to  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion, Several  of  our  clubs  are  making  arrange- 
ments to  fish  bye- contests  prior  to  March  15. 
The  new  Golden  Cross  Club  have  decided 
to  fish  a  contest  on  March  8.  The  Spring  Hill 
Club  have  decided  to  fish  a  contest  in  the  canal  at 
Fazeley  on  March  8.  This  club  rents  a  splendid 
stretch  of  canal  water  at  the  place  mentioned,  and 
they  have  decided  to  allow  kindred  clubs  to  fish 
their  contests  in  it  at  a  nominal  sum.  The  West 
End  Club  also  intend  having  a  contest  prior  to  the 
close  season  coming  in.  We  have  had  some  splendid 
weather  during  the  past  few  days,  and  our  members 
have  not  been  slow  to  take  the  opportunity  to  get 
out.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  good,  and  good 
catches  of  roach,  dace,  perch  and  pike  have  been 
made.  Some  good  pike  have  been  taken  from  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Severn,  the  largest  fish  turning 
the  scale  at  161b.  ;  some  very  good  perch  have  also 
been  taken,  one  weighing  21b.  lOJ-oz,  was  taken  on 
Feb.  8  ;  near  Stourport  good  sport  with  the  roach 
has  been  had  near  Arley,  the  white  bread  paste 
being  the  best  bait.  Sport  bag  been  good  on  the 
Avon  in  the  Evesham  and  Fl ad  bury  districts  and 
in  the  lower  reaches  near  Tewkesbury  ;  canal  fishing 
has  been  good,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
Trent  near  Alrewas.  Pool  fishing  has  also  been  above 
the  average ;  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  mild  state 
of  the  weather, 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

The  conditions  for  roach  fishing  on  most  of  the 
Fen  waters  during  the  past  week  could  hardly  be 
improved  upon,  and  with  fine  spring-like  weather 
prevailing  it  is  not  surprising  that  such  a  large 
number  of  rods— including  many  visitors — have 
been  at  work.  The  middle  and  lower  reaches  of 
the  Witham  have  been  extensively  patronised  by 
those  who  have  been  in  quest  of  the  red  fins,  and 
worm  anglers  who  have  disported  themselves  at  the 
ends  of  the  various  drains  which  discharge  their 
contents  into  the  main  stream  have  had  an  unusually 
busy  time,  some  having  captured  as  much  as  121b, 
and  141b.  as  the  result  of  a  few  hours'  sport.  The 
famous  reaches  at  Tattershall  and  Kirkstead  have 
probably  fished  as  well  as  any,  although  for  the 
time  of  year  wonderfully  good  bags  have  been  made 
along  the  Dogdyke  and  Langrick  lengths,  indeed 
some  of  the  fish  captured  in  the  latter  neighbourhood 
have  weighed  from- lib.  to  1  Jib,  apiece.  Pike  fisher- 
men have  also  had  a  most  encouraging  time,  and  a 
Boston  angler  recently  while  trolling  on  the  Witham 
captured  at  one  outing  three  pike,  weighing  respec- 
tively 131b„  lOJlb.,  and  4ilb.  Other  fish  weighing 
up  to  101b,  have  been  captured  in  the  various  drains 
in  the  Boston  district.  The  Forty-foot  continues 
to  maintain  its  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  streams 
for  all-round  fishing  at  this  time  of  the  year,  for 
both  roach  and  pike  fishermen  are  meeting  with  a 
large  measure  of  success.  Both  in  the  Swineshead 
and  Hubbert's  Bridge  districts  pike  are  being 
captured  weighing  up  to  101b.  apiece,  and  some 
individual  bags  have  weighed  as  much  as  271b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  mild  in  this  district 
during  the  week,  causing  quite  an  army  of  rodsters 
to  be  at  work  on  our  local  streams ;  and  sport  on 
the  whole  has  been  fairly  good  in  most  quarters, 
The  catches  chiefly  consisted  of  good  sized  roach, 
the  best  fish  emanating  from  the  tidal  waters  of  the 
nver  Hull,  several  of  which  scaled  over  lib.  each  ; 
both  paste  and  red  worms  accounted  for  good  fish, 
ihe  nver  is  now  in  splendid  trim  for  operations, 
even  down  to  Burton  Wall,  where  a  brace  of  dace  were 


taken  the  other  day,  averaging  12oz.  each.  Mr.  E.  T. 
Wilcox  is  the  winner  of  the  Hull  News  specimen 
fish  prize  for  the  past  season  ;  the  Wednesday  A.  A. 
have  just  held  their  annual  meeting  and  elected 
their  executive  for  1903,  Mr.  S.  King  being  elected 
to  the  presidential  chair.  Mr.  Frank  Carle  was  the 
recipient  of  the  club's  gold  medal  for  the  past 
season,  and  the  aggregate  weight  prizes  were  taken 
as  follows  : — First,  W,  Chapman,  with  341b,  5oz.  ; 
second,  Frank  Carle.  331b.  4|oz.  ;  and  third. 
S.  King.  321b,  CJoz. ;  the  latter  gentleman  also 
received  a  prize  for  the  heaviest  roach, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Association  on 
Feb,  9  held  an  important  meeting.  Three  new 
members  were  added  to  the  roll-call,  and  two  names 
nominated  for  next  meeting.  A  very  important 
notice  of  motion  is  down  for  discussion  at  the  next 
meeting.  The  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  March  10. 
Quite  recently  the  rules  have  been  revised  and 
brought  up  to  date.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  learn 
that  the  Bollin  is  once  again  in  good  order,  and 
worth  a  visit  after  recent  repeated  floods,  etc. 
During  the  past  few  days  several  fine  fish  have  been 
taken  in  good  condition.  The  first  issue  of  the 
Warrington  Anglers'  Association  Year  Book,  com- 
piled by  Mr.  F.  J.  Emson,  assistant  secretary,  is  to 
hand,  and  comprises  eighty  pages  of  matter  of  a 
varied  character.  Fixtures,  officers,  extracts  from 
fishery  laws,  etc.,  to  say  nothing  of  advertisements 
where  the  tired  angler  can  refresh,  all  tend  to 
make  a  useful  brochure.  More  power  to  such 
a  splendid  association  as  Warrington.  The  Victoria 
Angling  Society,  Warrington,  elected  Mr,  W,  H, 
Gandy  as  president.  The  report  of  roach  at  this 
meeting  was  excellent,  four  fish,  all  roach,  weighing 
lib,  6oz,  6drs.,  lib.  6oz.,  lib.  5oz.  8drs.,  and 
lib.  4oz,  respectively;  these,  together  with  other 
specimens,  were  not  an  ordinary  show  for  a  day's 
fishing.  Eighteen  roach,  15ilb.,  was  a  sight  worth 
looking  at  from  the  Gowy'fthe  largest,  lib.  lloz. 
6drs.,  and  two  others  within  a  few  drams  of  l"|lb. 
are  fish  not  met  with  every  day.  Things  continue 
to  be  very  interesting  at  Liverpool.  Amongst  the 
leading  items  of  interest  are  those  of  the  Excelsior, 
City,  Central,  Nelson,  and  Edgehill  associations, 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

On  Saturday  last  the  Royal  Walton  Angling 
Society  received  a  very  fine  lot  of  stock  fish  for 
their  private  waters  at  Higher  Blackley.  Mr.  Geo. 
Coddington  personally  superintended  the  transfer 
from  Dogdyke,  but  the  inclement  weather  was 
responsible  for  the  small  attendance  of  members  to 
see  the  fish  planted,  for  nobody  but  desperate 
characters  dare  venture  out.  The  Duchy  Angling 
Society  held  an  important  meeting  on  Feb.  9. 
and  in  addition  to  admitting  several  new  members 
transacted  some  business  of  exceptional  interest, 
but  for  the  time  being  must  not  be  mentioned.  In 
the  coming  season  they  intend  being  heard  from. 
Mr.  T,  Foxley.  in  this  city,  has  been  perfecting  a 
seat  ostensibly  for  the  comfort  of  anglers,  but  his 
invention  is  likely  to  be  useful  to  the  public 
generally.  It  is  made  entirely  of  wool  and  abso- 
lutely waterproof,  and  is  so  portable  that  it  can  be 
carried  in  the  pocket,  so  that  for  tram  passengers 
and  others  who  want  to  sit  in  the  open  air  it 
will  be  of  great  utility  and  comfort.  The  secretary 
of  the  Albion  Angling  Society  reports  that  they  are 
progressing  satisfactorily.  They  intend  adding  to 
their  constitution  a  contingent  or  benevolent  fund, 
and  would  be  glad  of  rules  from  any  other  society 
who  have  a  similar  fund.  The  hon.  secretary  is  Mr. 
H,  Headon,  16,  Lord  Duncan-street.  Salford.  The 
Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling  Society  have  elected  a 
new  list  of  officers,  etc.,  for  1903;  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  Mr.  H.  Berry  is  still  in  office  as  hon.  sec. 
With  their  usual  enthusiasm  they  have  already 
arranged  for  two  matches,  and  perhaps  others  may 
be  added.  On  Monday  last  the  Ardwick  Angling 
Society  listened  to  a  lecture  on  "  The  Bridgwater 
Canal  and  its  Connection  with  England's  Great- 
ness "  ;  Mr,  W,  Forrest  presided.  On  Tuesday  they 
had  an  important  business  meeting  at  headquarters, 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

Angling  pursuits  continue  to  attract  large 
numbers  of  votaries,  and  in  the  absence  of  rain 
the  Trent  has  receded  pretty  nearly  to  the  level 
of  late  autumn.  Chubbing  has  commanded 
a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  some  capital  bags 
have  been  made  with  greaves  and  pith  and 
brains  at  Shardlow,  Stoke,  Shelford,  Hoveringham, 
Fiskerton,  and  Kelham,  Roach  and  broam  have 
shown  wonderfully  good  sport  to  the  worm  in  the 
western  district,  and  in  the  basin,  below  the  cliff, 
Mr.  E.  Greasley  has  rim  and  landed  a  splendid  pike 
of  14ilb,  Mr.  T.  Skidmore  has  also  secured  a  brace 
of  131b.  in  the  same  backwater,  which  has  also 
yielded  fish  to  the  rods  of  visitors  from  Derby. 
A    few    small    pike   have    been    met    with  at 


Shardlow,  and  better  specimens  are  reported 
to  havo  been  taken  by  members  of  the  Prido  of 
Derby  Club  in  their  waters  at  Sawloy,  On  private 
waters,  apart  from  the  river,  some  "whoppers" 
have  fallen  to  the  attractions  of  the  live  bait. 
Roach  and  bream  have  been  creeled  with  warm  on 
the  Clifton  and  Wilford  waters  of  the  Trent,  and 
improved  takes  have  been  effected  at  Farndon, 
Steythorpe,  and  Fiskerton.  Roach  are  now  ia 
grand  condition,  and  the  present  is  the  time  to  kill 
specimen  fish.  A  party  of  Radford  pike  fishers 
have  caught  in  the  C  illingham  and  Clifton  Hills 
district  above  a  hundredweight  of  fish. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  mild,  spring-like  weather, 
the  sun  quite  warm  some  days.  The  meadows  are 
quite  green,  birds  are  nesting,  buds  are  breaking, 
the  snowdrop  and  crocus  are  in  bloom,  and  every- 
thing betokens  a  very  early  spring.  The  rivers  are 
now  down  to  their  winter  level,  and  in  good  condition 
for  angling,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been 
out.  and  pike  fishing  in  full  swing.  The  take  of 
roach  with  paste  has  been  very  good,  but  the  largest 
fish  have  been  taken  with  the  small  red  worm,  some 
up  to  IJIb.  Chub  have  taken  blood  and  brains 
freely.  Mr.  A.  Cook  had  eight  fish  weighing  171b.  in 
the  Teme  ;  and  while  fishing  for  roach  in  the  Avon 
between  Defford  and  Pershore,  Mr.  F,  Haines  caught 
a  fiae  bream  of  3  Jib.,  and  a  companion,  Mr,  Sandford, 
caught  four  good  pike  with  live  baits,  heaviest  81b. 
Grayling  have  been  fished  for  in  the  Teme  and  other 
waters  with  maggot  and  fly,  but  very  few  fish  were 
taken,  but  the  trout  came  well  at  the  maggot,  and 
were  returned  to  the  water  as  the  close  season  has 
not  yet  ended.  A  great  number  of  trout  caught  in 
Devonshire  has  been  on  the  fishmongers'  stalls  here, 
but  they  were  very  limp  and  far  from  being  in  con- 
dition. Salmon  fishing  has  been  very  good  since 
the  opening,  all  the  nets  have  done  well,  and  the 
display  of  lovely  fish  over  201b.  was  a  treat  to  see. 
Prices  have  ranged  from  43.  6d.  to  Ss.  per  pound 
retail. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  anticipations  of  anglers  were  not  realised  at 
the  week-end,  when  most  of  the  streams  remained 
to  some  extent  flooded,  and  prospects  for  the  cloae 
of  the  present  week  have  not  much  improved.  On 
Wednesday  there  was  much  flood  water  in  the 
Swale,  and  both  in  that  river  and  the  Ure  success- 
ful fishing  was  out  of  the  question.  The  Wiske, 
however,  was  clearing  rapidly,  and  the  water  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Northallerton  was  inviting  to 
rodmen.  Bedale  Beck  was  also  quickly  improving, 
and  if  the  green  cast  could  be  got  ready  anglers  ought, 
if  the  better  conditions  prevail,  to  do  well.  Choice 
specimens  of  roach  were  taken  in  the  Ure  near 
Boroughbridge  just  before  the  floods  came,  one 
gentleman  having  a  basket  of  141b.  weight.  The 
Derwent  has  been  partly  fishable  for  more  than 
a  week,  but  sport  is  dull.  The  mild  weather  has 
caused  the  first  flies  to  appear  on  the  Wharfe,  and 
grayling  have  been  seen  to  rise  at  them.  A  little 
sport  with  coarse  fish  is  going  on  in  the  Otley 
district.  The  yearly  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  will  be  held  at  the  Royal  Station 
Hotel,  York,  on  Feb,  25,  when  various  matters  of 
interest  will  come  up.  In  a  few  of  these 
local  anglers  will  be  interested.  The  York 
Amalgamation  have  made  application  for  a  dona- 
tion of  young  fry  to  be  put  into  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Nidd  which  are  considered  suitable  for  trout 
and  grayling  fishing.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Board 
will  recognise  in  a  generous  spirit  the  desire  which 
exists  to  give  the  many  York  anglers  an  oppor- 
tunity for  enjoying  the  best  of  sport  with  their 
licensed  rods. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Though  the  weather  has  improved  since  last  notes 
it  is  still  wild  and  wet.  generally  speaking,  throughout 
the  country.  The  waters  are  still  very  high,  and 
though  there  have  been  favourable  spells  in  the 
weather  sport  continues  backward  on  most  waters, 
while  on  some  waters  little  or  nothing  has  been 
done.  Some  nice  sport  has  been  had  with  salmon 
on  the  Lee,  but  river  fishing  in  general  hsis  not  been 
up  to  anticipation  owing  to  the  flooded  and  dis- 
coloured state  of  the  waters.  Lake  fishing  has  been 
worse,  and  is  showing  little  or  no  improvement 
anywhere.  That  matters  will  shortly  show  an  all- 
round  improvement  appears  pretty  certain,  and 
with  the  advent  of  JIarch  good  sport  is  likely  to  be 
had,  especially  on  the  lakes  that  are  now  too  high. 
Sea  fishing  continues  suspended,  generally  speaking, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  existing  unfavourable  climatic 
conditions,  but  it  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  the 
weather  assumes  a  favourable  aspect  at  many 
stations  in  Cork.  Kerry,  and  elsewhere.  Spring 
pollack  are  reported  numerous  at  several  places. 
The  mackerel  fishing  will  commence  as  soon  as  the 
sea  gets  calm. 
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HENRY  H.  GHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON,  LANDS. 

Maker  and  repairer  o£  every  description  of  netting. 

Drag  Nets.         Casting  Nets.       Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets. 
Trammel  Nets.    Purse  Nets.         Eel  Nets.         Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 
Flue  Nets.  Drum  Nets.  Sparrow  Nets.  Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 

The  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fisliery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire. 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Kish.    List  on  application. 

LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish : — 
Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling:,  Char,   Bass,  5unfish,   Pike,  Perch,   Roach,  Dace,  Tench, 
Qoldeo  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,  Goldfish,  Hels,  Crayfish,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice.  Large 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited. 

LARGE  NUMBERS  OF  FINE  PERCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE.   ROACH  UNLIMITED. 


Address—      miOlMIJLS  FORI>, 
IVIanor     Fisliex?y«     CsListoi*,  I^incolnslrire. 

PRICE  LISTS  FREE.  ESTABLISHED  1880. 


Home  School  for  Girls  &  Boys. 

SEPARATE  DEPAItTMENTS. 

Oipi  0  receive  a  thorough  education  witli  tlie 
UIIILU  ^.jjj.g  g^ji  iittention  of  home. 

pnVQ  prepared  for  Public  Schools  and  high- 
UU  I  O  class  private  Schools. 


Bathing.      Boating.  Fishing. 

Principals:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S PARKE, 

Clencoil  &  Glenalmond,  Deal,  Kent. 

FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND  APPLI- 
ANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.— RICHARD  T.  Williams,  Practical 
Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 
Kingiland,  Herefordshire.  Established  60  years. 

PRICE   LISTS  FREE. 


Superior  12-foot  steel  centre  split  cane 
built  TEOUT  ROD,  with  2  tops,  lock 
joints,  cork  handle,  new  condition ; 
London  maker ;  an  unredeemed  pledge. 
Price  28/6,  will  send  on  approval.  Also 
a  Pigskin  FLY  BOOK,  with  12  dozen 
best  new  Trout  Flies,  price  12/-. — 
Address,  Pawnbeokee,  121,  Mayfair 
Avenue,  Ilford,  Essex. 


SOME  GOOD  PBKE 
FOR  SALE  (Cheap). 

Also  PERCH,  ROACH,  Etc. 


W.  RICHARDSON,  Fisherman, 
Holme   Station,   near  Peterboro. 


lLGt\x&>\    Siase— Best  Bnglisli 

 PINCERS 

_  AHOT.CUTTEf? 

; <  _  X  1  SMALL  Wl RE  CUTTER 
LARGE  WmE  CUT JER 

Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for 
in    Stamps    or  Postal 
Order,  by 

HILSOI  &  SjlllTH, 

Ironmongers  to 
His  Majesty, 

7&8,  KING  WILUAIV! 
STREET,  W.C. 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

PATRON :  H.M.  THE  KING. 

President :  H.B.H.The  Suke  of  Connaught,  K.Ot. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

ASH  WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  25,  1903, 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 
THE 

LIGHT  OF  THE 

SULLIVAN. 


Miss   EVANGELINE  FLORENCE. 
Miss   MAGGIE  PURVIS. 
Madame    KIRKBY  LUNN. 
Mr.   WILLIAM  GREEN. 
Mr.    KENNERLEY  RUMFORD. 
Mr.    FREDERICK  RANALOW. 


BAND    AND    CHORUS   ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist   -    JUr.  H.  X.  Balfour, 

CONDUCTOR     ■     SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  Open  at  7  ;  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d.   Arena,  6s. 
Boxes,  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  33.  Od. 
Rai^r^r,,,  i    Kcserved      (rows  1  to  4)   ...  6s. 
caicony  ^    Unreserved  (rows  5  to  81   ...  4s. 
GALLERY  (PROMENADE)  ONE  SHILLING. 
Tickets  at  the  Koyal  Albert  Hall  and  usual  Agents 


THE  IMPROVED  COXON  "AERIAL"  REEL 

(Patent).  Tlie  liy;htest,  the  most  perfect,  and  the 
most  durable  in  the  world.  This  reel,  manufac- 
tured of  ebonite  and  aluminium,  is  a  veritable 
triumph  of  mechanical  skill,  and  is  adapted  to  all 
descriptions  of  angling.  Light  quill  floats  may 
easily  be  thrown  40  yards  with  it.  Large  barrel, 
no  warping,  and  entirely  free  from  complica- 
tions. 3 in.,  20s.  ;  4 in.,  2is.  ;  4iin.,  27s.  (includes 
optional  checlc).  With  wooden  Ijack,  3s.  eacli 
less.  Mr.  R.  B.  MARSTON,  in  "Fishing 
Gazette"  of  November  15,  1902,  says:  "I 
think  it  is  a  great  feather  in  Mr.  Coxon's  cap 
that  his  '  delicate  '  Aerial  Reel  should  have  stood 
the  strain  of  a  figlit  with  such  a  grand  salmon." 
(Taken  on  Vos  River,  Norway,  in  .luly,  1902,  and 
weighed  58-1  lbs.).— Apply  HENRY  CoXON,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. — My  book, 
"How  to  Catch  Fish,"  &c.,  still  for  sale.  Is.  2d., 
postage  free.    Cash  with  all  orders. 


THe  Hinedieiitii  centuiy 


AND  AFTER. 


No.  313.      FEBRCASY,  1903.     Frio«  2s.  6d. 


I. 

II. 
III. 

rv. 

V. 
VI. 
VII. 
VIII. 

IX. 
X. 
XI. 

XII. 

xin. 

XIV. 
XV. 
XVI. 


SCREWDRIVER 


Our  Changing-  Constitution— 

"  The  King  in  uouneil."  By  Sidney 
Low. 

The  Political  Testament  of 

Fuad  Pasha. 

British     Philistinism  and 

Indian  Art.  By  E.  B.  Havell  (Cal- 
cutta School  vf  Art). 

The  Study  of  Greek.  By 

Herbert  Paul. 

Port  Royal  and  Pascal.  By 

the  Hon.  Lady  PoNSONBY. 

The  Raven.— Part  I.    By  R. 

BoswoRTH  Smith. 

An  Agricultural  Parcel  Post. 

By  J.  Menniker  Hbaton,  M.P. 

The  Effect  of  Corn  Laws— a 

Reply.  By  HAROLD  Cox  {Secretary  of 
the  Cobden  Club). 

Washingon.  D  C.  By  the  Hon. 

MAUD  PAUNCEFOTE. 

Mistress  and  Maid.  By  Mrs. 

Frederic  Harrison. 

A  Working  Man's  View  of 

Trade  Unions.  By  James  G. 
Hutchinson. 

The  Present  Position  of  Wire- 
less Telegraphy.  By  Charles 
Bright,  F.B.S.e. 

The  Beginning  of  Toynbee 

Hall— a  Reminiscence.  By  Mrs. 
S.  A.  Barnett. 

The  Disadvantages  of  Edu- 
cation.   By  0.  ELTZBACHER. 

Who  was  Cain's  Wife?  By 

W.  Henry  Kbsteven,  M.B.C.S. 
Last  Month.    By  Sir  Wemyss 
Reid. 


LONDON : 

.SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  Iloxise, 
Fbxier  Ianb,  Fleet  Sibekt,  E.C. 


MOTTLED  EAST  INDIAN 

RODS,  18  FEET  LONG, 
1/6  each,  or  15/-  per  dozen. 

LARGE  STOCK  TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 

Glass  Minnow  Traps,  2/5.    With  Zinc 
Protection,  3/6.    Large  Size,  4/6. 

Reels,  Lines,  Flics,  and  Tackle  in 
great   variety,    Best    Quality,  and 
Reasonable  in  Price. 

liEPAIRS    TO    RODS  PR.OMPXLT 
AND  CAREFULLY  DONE. 

PRICE  LIST  FREE. 


H.WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  St.,  LIVERPOOL 


Salmon  Fishing, 


Prospectus  and  Rules  for  1903 
now  ready. 

CATCH  LAST  SEASON  (8  rods),  1,726 

Whole  Season  Rod,  February 
to  Sejitemher  inclusive, 
60  Guineas. 


Apply,  W.  N.  MILNE,  Superintendent, 
FiSHEKY  Office,  Galway. 


FOR  S/5l2L.E, 

A  PRETTY  FREEHOLD  COTTAGE, 

double-fronted ;  tithe  free ;  containing  five 
rooms — also  outhouse  ;  walled-in  garden  (half 
an  acre),  well  stocked  with  fruit  and  veget- 
ables ;  side  entrance  ;  halt  a  mile  from  Milden- 
hall  Station,  Suffolk  ;  close  to  river  Lark,  whero 
good  fishing  is  to  be  had  on  application. — Apply, 
Howes,  "  Red  Lion  "  Inn,  Freckenham,  Soham, 
Suffolk. 


DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Lord  KnoUys  is  commanded  by  the  King 
to  thank  Mr.  Darlington  for  a  copy  of  the 
new  edition,  80  well  got  up,  of  '  London  and 
Environs.'  '* 
"  Nothing  better  could  be  wished  for."— 
British  Weekly. 
*'A  brilliant  book."— TAc  Times. 
"Most  emphatically  tops  them  all."— Daily  Graphic. 
"Particularly  good."— Academy. 

VISITORS  TO  LONDON  SHOULD  USE 

DARLINGTON'S 

4th  EDITION, 

RCVISEDf  6s. 

New  maps  and  plans. 
By  E.  C.  COOK  and       24  Maps 
E.  T.  COOKp  M.A.       and  Plans. 

60  Illustra- 
tions. 

Visitors  to  Brighton,  Eastbourne,  Hastings,  Bourne- 
mouth, Exeter,  Sidmoath,  Esmouth,  Teignmouth,  Daw- 
lish,  Torquay,  Paignton,  Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  Dart- 
moor, Fabnouth,  Penzance.  St.  Ives,  Newquay,  Tintagel, 
Clovelly,  Bideford,  Ilfracombe,  Lyntou,  Minehead, 
Esmoor.Wye  Valley.  Severn  Valley,  Bath,  Weston-super- 
Mare.  RIalveru,  Hereford,  Worcester,  Gloucester.  Llan- 
drindod  Wells,  Llangollen,  Bala.Aber,  Llandudno.Colwyn 
Bay,  Conway,  Penmaenmawr,  Llanfairfeehan,  Bangor, 
Carnarvon,  Bettwsycoed.  Snowdoa,  Rhyl.  Dolgelly.  Aber- 
ystwyth, Towyn,  Barmouth,  Criccieth,  PwUheli,  Norwich, 
Yai-mouih,  and  the  Norfolk  Broads,  The  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  Channel  Islands,  should  use 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS,  Is.  Each. 

Llangollen:  Darlington  &  Co.        London:  Simpk.in'8. 
New  York  &  Paris  :  Brentano's. 
Railway  Bookstalls,  and  all  Booksellers. 


LONDON 

AND 

ENVIRONS. 


PHOTOGRAPHS-  —  Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Scenery,   Ruins,  etc.,  in  Switzerland,   It-aly,  Greece. 
Turkey,  Russia,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Palestine 
and  EgjTJt,  also  North  Wales,  is..  Is.  6d.,  and  2a. 
List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 


STANLEY 


MBAD, 

Fishing  Taekle  Dealer  and 
Thames  Angler, 
Henley  -  on  -  Xl^ames. 

Light  E.I.  Cane  Pike  Rod,  11  ft.,  2  tops,  tongxicd 
winch  fitted,  hard  steel  rings,  in  bag,  7s.  tod. 
Salmon  or  Twisted  Gut  Live-bait  Trace,  Is. 
Salmon  Gut  Pike  Paternoster,  Is. 

Best  Snap  Tackle  id.    Fish  Preserued  &  Mounted. 

'  GENTLES. 

Fresh  bred  and  large,  bags  in  boxes,  from 
Is.  3d.  post  free,  any  quantity  supplied.— F. 
FISHBUKN,  Entomologist,  Silsden,  KeiglJey. 

2S0  Necks— Ked,  White,  Black,  Black-red, 
Ginger  ;  also  50  gross,  small,  for  tloaters.  Salmon 
Hackles,  selected.— J.  PICKERSGILL,  S3,  Rydall 
Street,  Holbeck. 
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Xettera  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


THE  SALE  OF  SEA-TROUT  KELTS. 
Deab  Sir, — As  salrnon  netting  commenced  on 
Feb.  1 1  in  most  of  the  Scotch  rivers  permit  mo  the 
use  of  your  cohimns  to  warn  the  public  against  the 
purchase  of  sea-trout  at  this  season  of  the  year 
without  a  guarantes  from  the  fishmonger  that  they 
are  clean  fish,  as  up  to  the  end  of  March  nearly  all 
of  them  are  kelts  or  unclean  fish,  which  it  is  illegal 
to  sell,  and  which  are  unwholesome  and  unfit  for 
consumption.  These  kelts  are  poached  fish  which 
come  chiefly  from  Aberdeenshire.  The  poachers  get 
3d.  a  pound  and  the  fishmongers  retail  them  at  23. 
That  was  the  price  cheerfully  paid  in  February,  1902, 
in  Brighton  by  those  who  knew  no  better.  These 
kelts  were  quite  openly  exposed  on  the  slabs  of  the 
fishmongers.  It  may  be  assumed  that  Brighton  has 
no  monopoly  of  this  nasty  and  illegal  "industry  " 
by  which  our  rivers  are  depleted,  poaching  is  en- 
couraged, and  the  fishmonger  unduly  enriched  at 
the  expense  of  the  public. — Yours  faithfully, 

Augustus  Geimble. 


LIGHT  RODS,  ETC.— A  £100  CHALLENGE 
AND  A  PROPOSED  EXPERIMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  willing  to  forfeit  the  sum  of 
£100  if  we  cannot  prove  we  had  steel-centred  rods 
long  before  either  Messrs.  Hardy  or  any  other  fishing 
rod  manufacturer  in  this  country.  We  have 
made  this  offer  publicly  before.  Further,  as 
Messrs.  Hardy  are  good  enough  to  have  stated 
publicly  their  unbelief  in  steel-ribbing  as  a  means  of 
stiffening  and  strengthening  rods,  we  are  willing  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  matter  effec- 
tively. We  will  produce  a  rod  to  be  pitted  against 
any  rod  the  Messrs.  Hardy  can  make  for  any  sum 
they  care  to  name — say,  from  £10  to  £200 — said 
rods  to  be  equal  in  weight,  length,  and  diameter, 
our  rod  to  be  steel-ribbed,  theirs  to  be  steel-centred  ; 
they  to  stand  sponsor  to  the  steel-centre  and  we  to 
the  later  advance — namely,  the  steel-ribbed  rod. 
Duly  qualified  engineers  to  be  the  judges. — ^Yoiirs 
truly,  Foster  Bros. 

Ashbourne,  Feb.  9. 

LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  fear  the  question  is  becoming  more 
and  more  complicated.  Your  correspondent  "  C. 
D.  F."  gave  me  a  nightmare,  for  I  thought  I  was 
fishing  wi,thout  a  reel,  and  after  throwing  for  hours 
I  found  I  had  neither  fly  nor  cast  but  only  a  line  tied 
on  the  end  of  my  rod  !    This  is  a  fact. 

Of  course  wo  are  all  well  aware  that  the  reel  and 
line  should  complete  the  balance  of  the  rod,  but 
surely  a  fisherman  would  not  buy  an  ill-balanced 
rod  to  fit  some  great  clumsy  reel  he  might  possess. 
Personally,  I  think  the  rod  should  be  judged  first 
and  reel  and  line  used  to  suit  it. 

I  cannot  agree  with  "C.  D.  F."  that  the  suggested 
method  of  weighing  is  illogical,  and  am  convinced 
that  records  of  weight,  length,  general  remarks  and 
counterpoise  at  a  given  distance  from  the  butt  would 
be  of  great  interest  to  many  anglers ;  but  if,  as  one 
of  your  correspondents  puts  it,  one  rod  requires 
IGoz.  at  eight  inches  up  and  another  13oz.  at 
another  distance  the  matter  becomes  complicated. 

The  whole  question  is  difficult  and  complicated 
on  paper,  and  naturally  puts  all  who  wish  to  buy  a 
new  rod  in  great  doubt.  My  advice  would  be,  try 
a  rod  before  buying.  If  you  cannot  do  so  at  the 
maker's,  I  believe  most  firms  will  send  on  approval ; 
at  any  rate,  one  of  our  best  makers  does  so. 

For  my  own  part  I  cannot  see  what  a  man  wants 
a  rod  of  5oz.  or  6oz.  (or  less)  for,  when  he  must 
know  one  of  9oz.  or  lOoz  must  be  stronger  (if  made 
propc-rly),  and  the  few  ounces  cannot  really  make 
any  difierenoe  to  him. — Yours  faithfully.  Fly. 


LIGHT  RODS  AND  OTHERS. 
Sir, — We  shall  never  get  the  most  out  of  any  rod, 
light  or  otherw  ise,  unless  a  suitable  line  is  used,  and 
one  can  never  buy  two  lines  of  same  weight,  length 
for  length  and  bulk  for  bulk  in  practice  somehow. 
My  test  for  a  rod  would  be — provided  it  was  a  rod 
suitable  for  my  water  and  fish — to  see  if  it  would 
pick  up  (recover)  line  quicker  than  any  other  rod, 
the  lines  being  sunk  in  a  lake,  pond,  or  still  water. — 
Yours  truly,  Gypswood, 


THE  LANDING  POWER  OF  LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sib, — In  coimection  with  this  rod  discus- 
sion I  will  be  very  grateful  if  you  will  allow  me  to 
ask  "  Viator  "  and  "  Val  Conson  "  a  question.  After 
hooking  a  trout,  say,  of  lib.  in  weight  with  a  6oz. 
rod  and  suitable  tackle,  what  time  is  required  to 
bring  said  trout  to  the  net  ?  I  would  also  be  glad 
if  any  of  our  rod  makers  who  can,  from  personal 


experience,  answer  this  will,  just  in  a  word,  do  so. 
As  one  who  has  taken  a  very  keen  interest  in  this 
discussion  from  the  outset,  I  would  like  very  much 
to  know  what  I  will  call  the  "landing  power  "  of 
these  light  rods. — Yours  faithfully,  Scottie. 


ANOTHER  METHOD  OF  CARRYING 
LANDING-NET. 

Sir,— Now  that  once  more  we  are  on  the  verge  of 
the  trout  fishing  season  perhaps  it  may  interest 
your  readers  if  I  give  you  a  short  description  of  my 
method  of  carrying  a  landing-net. 

If  a  landing-net  were  only  used  for  the  purpose  its 
name  implies,  the  solving  of  a  really  practical 
method  for  disposing  of  same  when  not  in  use  would 
be  quite  simple,  a  short  handle  attached  in  some 
way  to  the  basket  being  all  that  would  be  needed. 
Bub  when  wading  is  necessary  it  is  essential,  unless 
foolhardy,  to  have  a  long  handle  for  use  as  a  prop, 
and  also  to  sound  the  depth  in  front  when  the 
bottom  is  uneven  ;  also  where  the  banks  are  high  it 
is  imperative  to  have  a  long  handle.  But  in  all 
cases  there  are  three  essentials  to  bo  considered. 
Firstly,  the  possibility  of  rapidly  bringing  the  net 
into  action  when  needed  ;  secondly,  ease  in  replacing 
when  not  in  use ;  and,  thirdly,  but  by  no  means 
least,  the  net  must  not  inconvenience  the  angler. 

My  method  is  as  follows.  I  have  a  brass  curtain 
ring  attached  to  an  ordinary  hook  swivel,  which  is 
fastened  at  will  to  a  leather  thong  the  length  of 
one's  arm  by  a  loop.  At  the  other  end  of  this  thong 
a  safety-pin,  also  used  for  curtains,  is  attached. 
This  safety-pin  is  fastened  right  through  the  coat 
and  lining  on  a  level  with  the  left  shoulder.  The 
ring  is  put  on  to  the  handle  before  the  net  is 
attached,  and  after  this  is  done  hooked  on  to  the 
leather  thong ;  the  ring  should  now  be  on  a  level 
with  the  'thumb  when  the  arm  hangs  down.  The 
following  drawing  shows  the  carrier. 

I  have  used  this  carrier  for  years  and  find  it  A  1. 
Many  friends  of  mine  who  have  adopted  it  look 
upon  it  as  a  necessity  now.  You  can  walk  along 
the  bank  for  miles  and  let  the  net  take  care  of  itself. 
Should  the  net  catch  a  bush,  when  it  might  get  torn, 
the  wire  of  the  safety-pin  will  bend  and  come  away; 
all  j'ou  have  to  do  is  to  straighten  pin  and  refix, 
though  I  have  never  found  the  pin  tear  the  coat. 
Last  year  I  fixed  a  loop  of  material  on  the  shoulder 
for  the  pin  to  go  through,  and  this  is  a  distinct  im- 
provement. The  proper  place  to  attach  the  safety- 
pin  is  half-way  between  the  top  of  shoulder  and  arm- 
pit, and  about  one  inch  from  the  seam  of  the  sleeve 
on  the  left  breast.  The  following  shows  the  carrier 
in  position.  Now,  at  a  moment's  notice  you  have  only 


to  seize  the  handle,  which  is  right  against  your  left 
hand,  and  use  the  net  exactly  as  if  no  attachment 
were  there,  when  as  you  jump  the  hand  down  in 
extending  the  net  the  ring  follows.  When  wanting 
a  prop  to  wade  with  .it  is  there  ;  when  you  want  to 
change  a  fly  drop  the  net  and  use  both  hands.  It 
is  advisable  to  have  a  ferrule  on  the  end  of  the 
handle.  The  only  thing  you  have  to  mind  is  to 
always  hold  the  handle  below  the  ring,  so  that  the 
ring  is  between  your  hand  and  the  net.  The  ring 
should  be  of  a  size  that  >will  run  freely  along  the 
handle  to  within  a  few  inches  of  the  end  when  it 
should  stick.  Any  of  your  readers  who  care  to  try 
this  carrier  can  get  them  from  Mr.  Cummins,  North 
of  England  Rod  Works,  Bishop  Auckland,  to  whom 
I  gave  my  original  pattern  to  copy  ;  he  tells  me  he 
can  supply  them  at  the  very  low  sum  of  Is.  each. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  Garnett  Rolt. 


"LOOP"  OR  LANDING-NET. 

Dear  Sib, — In  some  parts  of  Ireland  the  term 
"loop"  is  in  much  more  common  use  among  the 
natives  than  that  of  landing-net  for  the  same  im- 
plement.— Yours  truly,  F.  M.  L. 


ROD  FITTINGS  FOR  AMATEUR  ROD 
MAKERS. 

Sir, — Being  a  constant  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  being  an  amateur  rod  maker,  I  should 
like  to  know  where  I  can  buy  my  fittings.  Hoping 
that  you  can  help  me  in  the  matter. — Yours  truly, 

Church-street,  Gainsborough.  T.  Smith. 


FISHING  IN  THE  INN  NE.4R  THE 
BRENNER  PASS. 
Sir, — Can  you  or  some  of  your  readers  tell  me  if 
there  is  any  trouting  in  the  Inn  or  its  hill  tribu- 
taries north  of  the  Brenner  Pass  ?  If  ao.  what  is 
the  best  time,  how  large  do  the  fish  average,  what 
are  useful  flies,  and  is  there  any  difficulty  about 
leave  ?— Yours  truly,  A.  R.  B. 

["A.  R.  B."  may  find  some  useful  hints  in  "The 
Angler's  Diary"  (published  at  the  Field  office) 
under  Austria,  but  I  hope  some  angler  who  knows 
the  district  may  be  able  to  answer. — Ed.] 


WADER  ROD-REST  POCKET. 
Sir, — On  my  new  waders  I  have  had  placed  a 
pocket,  as  in  diagram,  five  inches  by  four  and  a 
half  inches,  of  the  "  accordion  "  style.    It  explains 


itself,  and  its  object  is  to  leave  both  hands  free  for 
use  with  flies  or  fish.  (N.B. — It  is  on  the  left  leg.) 
—Yours  truly,  C.  D.  F. 


APPEAL  ON  BEHALF  OF  AN  OLD  SALMON 
ANGLER. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  call  the  atten 
tion  of  your  West  Country  and  South  Wales  readers 
to  the  fact  that  Cardiff  anglers  are  just  now  getting 
up  a  fund  in  aid  of  Mr.  William  Davies,  of  Cow- 
bridge-road,  Cardiff,  who  was,  thirty  years  ago,  one 
of  the  best  known  salmon  anglers  in  South  Wales. 
For  years  he  earned  his  livelihood  by  making  fishing 
tackle,  but  old  age  and  failing  health  have  left  him 
and  his  wife  in  needy  circumstances.  All  who  know 
him  agree  that  he  is  a  most  worthy  subject  for 
financial  assistance  in  his  old  age.  Any  contribu- 
tions, however  small,  will  be  most  gladly  received 
and  acknowledged  on  his  behalf  either  by  Mr.  Roddy, 
Oxford  Hotel,  Cardiff,  or  by  myself. — Faithfully 
yours,  Max  A.  Wright. 

124,  Colum-road,  Cardiff. 


BUDE  RESERVOIR. 

Dear  Sir, — The  letter  signed  "Coot"  in  your 
issue  of  Feb.  7  recalls  many  pleasant  days  fishing 
that  I  have  had  on  Bude  Reservoir,  which  is  about 
seven  miles  distant  from  Bude.  I  know  it  well, 
having  fished  it  for  several  seasons  between  1880 
and  1890,  and  can  add  a  little  to  the  information 
which  "Coot"  gives  about  the  sport  to  be  had 
there,  which  will  be  useful  to  some  of  your  readers 
who  may  think  of  taking  out  a  ticket  now  that  the 
fishing  is  about  to  be  thrown  open  to  visitors  at 
Bude  and  Stratton. 

The  late  Rev.  W.  Montgomery,  Rector  at  Sut- 
combe,  was  lessee  of  the  sporting  rights  on  the  lake 
when  I  first  fished  it.  About  eighteen  or  twenty 
years  ago  he  turned  into  it  some  Loch  Leven  trout 
fry — 1000,  I  think.  Perhaps  "Coot"  will  kindly 
state  what  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  stocking 
it  since  then.  L^nlike  many  reservoirs  it  has  an 
abundant  supply  of  fish  food.  Many  of  the  trout 
which  I  opened  were  full  of  water-snails,  and  there 
was  generally  a  good  supply  of  insect  food  on  the 
water,  so  that  with  favourable  conditions  of  weather 
you  were  pretty  sure  of  killing  some  trout.  I 
generally  used  Loch  Leven  patterns,  and  on  a  fair 
day  for  fishing  my  basket  was  about  seven  to 
ten,  and  twice  as  many  on  a  really  good  day. 
The  average  weight  was  Jib.  Occasionally  fish 
of  lib.,  l^lb.,  or  21b.  would  be  basketed,  and  once 
on  a  very  wet,  windy  day  in  J une  I  made  a  record 
bag,  but  blank  days  were  not  unknown.  As  to 
wading,  there  were  two  places  where  I  found  it  safe 
and  feasible.  The  bed  of  the  lake  has  many  holes 
and  inequalities  in  it.    Trolling  for  the  big  trout  has 
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been  tried,  but  not  with  any  success.  As  to  coarse 
fish,  unfortunately,  there  are  many  large  eels  in  the 
lake,  and  I  have  found  their  heads  left  by  the  otters 
on  the  banks.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  the 
May  Fly  has  appeared  on  the  lake  since  I  fished  it. 
The  Tamar,  which  is  here  only  a  small  stream,  sup- 
plies the  lake  and  runs  parallel  with  one  side  of  it, 
being  divided  by  a  bank.  It  holds  a  good  many 
small  trout,  and  when  there  was  no  breeze  on  the 
lake  we  used  to  fish  the  river.  I  never  fished  after 
sunset.  If  tickets  to  fish  the  lake  can  be  had  at  a 
reasonable  price  it  ought  to  draw  anglers  to  Bude 
and  Stratton,  as  there  is  also  fair  trout  fishing  to  be 
had  for  the  asking  in  the  Tamar,  easily  reached  by 
rail  or  road  from  Bude. — Yours  truly,  F.  C. 

FISHING  AT  BERMUDA. 

Deae  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
would  inform  me  either  privately  or  through  the 
medium  of  your  paper  next  week  what  fishing  is 
to  be  obtained  at  Bermuda,  and  also  if  a  seine  net 
would  be  of  any  use  there.  By  fishing  I  mean  big 
sea  fishing  :  tarpon  or  albacore,  bonito,  etc. — Yours 
faithfully,  G.  Courtenay  Tracy. 

[Captain  G.  M.  Hutton,  D.S.O..  writing  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  in  November,  1902,  says: — "I  am 
very  keen  to  catch  a  tarpon.  There  is  a  large  200 
^about)  pounder  in  the  club  here— a  flat-sided, 
wicked-looking  beggar.  I  have  only  been  out  once 
sea-fishing  since  I  have  been  here,  and  the  bait  used 
was  smelts  which  were  a  week  old,  kept  in  a 
ternperature  of  85,  with  the  air  at  nearly  saturation 
point.  One  has  to  be  really  keen  on  sea-fishing  to 
enjoy  this.  I  don't  know  much  about  sea-fishing, 
but  I  should  not  call  it  good  here.  It  is  better  than 
the  bad  places  in  England  and  not  as  good  as  in  the 
best — New  Zealand  and  Australia  beat  it  hollow." 
—Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  WATERVILLE. 

Sir,— If  "H.  G.  W."  (Fishing  Gazette,  Feb.  7) 
will  look  up  the  Field  for  December,  1902,  he  will 
find  a  good  deal  about  Waterville  in  some  angling 
articles  entitled  "Wanderings  in  Kerry." 

If  he  cares  to  write  to  me,  I  can  tell  him  pretty 
well  everything  about  Waterville  itself ;  but  as  I 
was  there  last  August  only,  I  cannot  tell  him  about 
the  spring  fishing. — Yours  truly,  A.  R.  B. 

Oxford  and  Cambridge  Club. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  H.  G.  W.'s"  letter 
in  your  issue  of  Feb.  7,  the  salmon  fishing  is  free 
to  all  comers  on  Waterville  Lake,  and  some  fairly 
good  sport  is  had  from  March  to  May  with  the  fly. 
In  fine  weather  brown  trout  take  fairly  well,  but 
those  fond  of  the  salmon  would  think  it  a  waste  of 
time.  We  have  all  the  accommodation  required 
here  for  any  number  of  anglers.  There  are  first- 
class  hotels,  and  the  Anglers'  Rest  is  not  a  bad 
place  to  put  up  at.  Tim  McCarthy  will  be  glad  to 
give  any  further  information  as  regards  the  fishing  ; 
or  get  his  "  Handy  Guide  to  Anglers  :  Where  to  Fish 
in  Kerry." — Yours  truly,  C.  F.  B. 


TO  ERADICATE  POND  WEEDS. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  inform  us  through 
the  medium  of  your  valuable  publication  of  an 
effective  and  inexpensive  method  of  ridding  ponds 
of  weeds  and  grass. 

We  experience  a  great  deal  of  trouble  from  this 
cause  during  the  middle  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
summer,  some  of  our  waters  becoming  practically 
unfishable. 

We  have  tried  dragging  the  ponds  with  specially- 
made  heavy  rakes,  but  without  it  having  the  desired 
result.— Yours  faithfully,  H.  G.  P. 

(For  the  Rock  Ferry  Angling 
Association). 

[The  only  plan  is  to  keep  on  cutting  and  pulling, 
pulling  and  cutting.  If  you  leave  the  ponds  dry  for 
a  year  or  two  and  lime  the  bottom  the  weeds  will  be 
just  as  bad  as  ever  the  first  hot  summer.  I  may  give 
an  illustration  of  a  Gorman  weed  cutter  shortly,  but 
it  only  answers  with  reeds  and  stiff  weeds,  it  won't 
tackle  silk-weed  or  dense  masses  of  soft  stuff. — Ed.] 


SLIPPING  ON  ROCKS  WHEN  WADING. 

Dear  Sir, — The  incident  related  in  the  article 
"  Notes  and  Anticipations,"  by  "Pheasant  Tail,"  in 
your  issue  of  Jan.  31  brought  vividly  to  my  mind  a 
similar  experience  I  had  some  two  or  three  years 
ago. 

I  was  fishing  a  small  mountain  stream  in  North 
Wales.  The  stream  was  low  at  the  time,  and  one 
had  practically  to  travel  up  the  bed  of  the  stream, 
which  was  plentifully  strewn  with  large  round  stones 
or  boulders  var>  ing  in  size  from  that  of  a  football 
to  that  of  a  sack  of  flour.  That  time  I  had  nails  in 
my  boots,  rather  too  many  perhaps.  I  was  standing 
on  one  of  the  large  size  and  casting  over  a  pool, 
when,  heigh  presto  !  to  say  I  fell  does  not  describe 


it.  I  found  myself  with  my  arms  in  the  water  and 
my  face  about  two  inches  from  a  slab  of  limestone 
rock ;  my  rod  and  fishing  tackle  scattered  about, 
some  in  the  water  and  some  out  of  it.  Another  six 
inches  and  I  am  afraid  my  facial  expression  would 
have  been  permanently  altered.  Standing  on  or 
climbing  over  such  stones  with  nails  in  one's  boots 
I  consider  too  risky  ever  to  try  again.  I  should 
think  the  india-rubber  studs  would  be  very  good  for 
similar  work,  that  is,  for  large  smooth  stones,  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  if  any  of  your  correspon- 
dents have  tried  them,  and  with  what  results. — 
Yours  truly,  Acrobat. 

[I  have  tried  the  rubber  studs  and  thej'  are  most 
dangerous,  as  they  slip  on  a  wet  and  slimy  surface 
even  when  combined  with  leather.  Felt  soles  give 
a  good  hold,  but  there  is  no  wear  in  them.  I  think 
nails  are,  on  the  whole,  much  the  best ;  of  course 
they  should  be  suitable  in  shape  and  a  good  distance 
apart.  If  put  in  close  together  the  separate  points 
get  no  grip  on  the  rock.  I  should  think  the  system 
recommended  by  the  Alpine  Club  for  mountaineer- 
ing would  be  very  suitable.  I  will  see  if  I  can  give 
an  illustration  of  it  and  of  other  styles. — Ed.] 


WORMS  AND  PERCH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  a  regular  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  the  last  two  years,  and  have  been 
much  interested  in  it.  I  should  be  much  obliged  if 
you  could  inform  me  of  the  best  way  of  keeping 
worms  so  as  to  ensure  always  having  a  good  stock, 
tough  and  lively,  for  fishing;  I  have  tried  keeping 
them  in  damp  moss,  but  they  seem  to  die  in  a  few 
days.  I  thought  it  might  interest  you  to  know  of  a 
decent  sized  perch  I  caught  here  last  September.  I 
was  fishing  on  the  Yore,  just  above  He  wick  Bridge, 
Ripon,  and  I  only  happened  to  have  one  dead 
gudgeon  for  a  bait,  so  I  tried  ledgering  with  it,  I 
must  say  without  any  hope  of  success.  I  managed 
to  hook  and  land  a  perch  scaling  over  21b.  Is  not 
this  rather  remarkable,  as  I  have  never  heard  of 
perch  taking  a  dead  bait  ?  There  were  two  witnesses 
of  the  capture.  On  Saturday  (Jan.  31),  whilst 
fishing,  I  caught  a  dace  with  spawn  ;  is  not  this 
out  of  season  ? — Yours  truly,        E.  W.  Hodson. 

Ripon. 

[Worms  can  be  kept  a  long  time  in  a  barrel  of 
earth  kept  moist,  and  as  required  for  use  can  be 
scoured  in  moss.  Perch  will  take  a  dead  bait 
occasionally.  Dace  are  getting  ready  to  spawn 
now. — Ed.] 


"FROM  COVER  TO  COVER." 

Dear  Sir, — Being  a  subscriber  to  your  interesting 
paper,  and  missing  nothing  from  first  advertisement 
to  last  on  cover,  I  noticed  the  footnote  in  "  Trout 
Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams  "  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  3. 
In  our  Derbyshire  hill-streams,  which  are  the  most 
like  Devonshire  of  any  county,  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
trout  repair  to  the  small  moorland  brooks  for  the 
spawning  season,  often  ascending  quite  formidable- 
looking  waterfalls  in  their  passage  upwart;s.  The 
reason  is  not  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  water  in 
the  lower  streams,  but  for  quiet  and  seclusion  and, 
I  shovild  say,  better  feeding. 

During  the  last  summer  I  had  permission  for  a 
few  days'  trout  fishing  on  one  of  these  streams,  but 
for  several  reasons  left  the  privilege  until  almost  the 
close  season,  I  think  it  was  Sept.  29.  When  nearing 
the  scene  of  action  I  met  the  gamekeeper,  who  has 
spent  all  his  life  in  the  neighbourhood  and  has 
caught  thousands  of  these  small  and  wild  trout  in 
his  time.  I  asked  him  if  I  should  manage  to  get 
a  day's  fishing,  and  he  said,  "  It  all  depends 
where  the  fish  are  ;  if  they  have  gone  up  stream 
there  won't  be  any  to  catch."  There  were  only  a 
very  few  left,  and  those  were  in  a  very  indifferent 
state,  so  I  looked  with  regret  and  left  them  for 
another  ssason. — Yours  very  truly, 

Mary  L.  Mower. 

County  Palatine  Angling  Association, 
New  Mills. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  WATERTIGHT  A  POND 
OR  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  a  cemented  pond  triangular 
in  shape,  sides  being  about  Oft.  long  and  depth  4ft. 
I  was  proposing  to  keep  carp  and  goldfish  in  it.  I 
find  on  filling  with  water  that  the  pond  leaks  some- 
what badly.  Could  you  tell  me  if  I  gave  the  surface 
two  or  three  good  coats  of  paint  whether  it  would 
harm  the  fish?  Of  coui  se  I  should  change  the  water 
several  times  before  attempting  to  introduce  the 
fish.  Could  you  tell  me  of  any  plan,  other  than 
painting,  which  would  stop  the  leakage?  I  am  afraid 
that  this  is  a  question  rather  outside  the  province 
of  a  fishing  editor;  but  perhaps  some  of  your 
readers  might  be  able  to  get  me  out  of  my  difficulty. 
Yours  truly,  Lewis  F.  Barton. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES, 

\for  List  of  Contents,  see  page  139.]' 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


Ms.  W.  Baden-Pq-well's  Salmon  Flies.- 

With  reference  to  the  article  on  his  special  salmon 
flies  which  appeared  in  the  Fidd  and  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  has  attracted  considerable  attention  in 
America,  a  veteran  American  salmon  angler  -writes 
to  Shooting  and  Fishing  of  New  York  as  follows  : 
"  I  have  read  it  carefully,  and  must  say  it  contains 
many  valuable  hints  in  regard  to  what  flies  are  best 
under  different  conditions  of  weather  and  water. 
I  am  also  glad  to  know  that  a  man  of  such  long 
experience  in  the  practice  of  angling  for  salmon 
entertains  the  same  ideas  that  I  have  held  for  many 
years  past — namely,  that  four  or  five  different 
kinds  of  flies  are  all  that  are  ever  needed.  The 
success  of  a  salmon  angler  does  not  depend  so 
much  on  the  flies  used  as  upon  the  skill  of  the 
angler  in  casting  and  the  way  in  which  he  moves 
his  fly,  also  in  knowing  where  and  when  to  cast. 
Mr.  Baden-Powell's  article  is  exceedingly  interest- 
ing, and  to  the  ordinary  angler  would  prove  in- 
structive. One  feels  as  if  he  had  placed  his 
experience  under  a  microscope  and  had  asked  us  to 
look  through  the  instrument.'' 

I  am  glad  to  publish  such  a  pleasant  compUment 
from  an  American  to  an  English  angler ;  the  last 
sentence  is  very  neat  and  telling. 


A  Bogus  Photograph  of  Salmon  Fishing  in 
Nevtfoundland, 

Last  week  I  published  an  account  of  salmon 
fishing  in  Newfoundland  by  Mr.  Arthur  P.  Silver; 
it  was  sent  to  me  by  the  editor  of  the  Halifax 
Morning  Chronicle,  and  the  photograph  I  repro- 
duced aLso  appeared  in  that  paper  early  last  month. 
It  seemed  to  me  to  be  one  I  had  seen  before  some- 
where, but  I  see  so  many  I  could  not  be  sure,  and 
so  I  gave  it  in  good  faith  as  to  its  being  genuine. 
Of  course  every  salmon  angler  wonders  why  the 
trout  net  and  not  a  gaff  is  shown,  but  one  of  the 
anglers  may  have  been  trout  fishing  perhaps.  I 
■was  not  a  Uttle  surprised,  therefore,  to  have  a  call 
from  Major-General  Dashwood,  who  has  fished  all 
over  Newfoundland,  and  to  learn,  as  -will  be  seen 


from  his  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  this  week,  that 
the  photograph  was  faked — that  is,  the  fish  were 
caught  in  a  net  in  the  sea  near  St.  John's,  carried 
to  a  stream,  and  then  the  picture  "  arranged.'-  It 
is  a  pity  that  such  "dodgery"  should  be  resorted 
to  in  order  to  induce  anglers  to  think  to  take  a 
dozen  big  salmon  is  an  ordinary  affair  in  salmon 
angling  in  Newfoundland.  It  will  be  seen  from 
Major-General  Dashwood's  letter  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  salmon  caught  by  anglers  in  New- 
foimdland  only  average  41b.  or  5lb. ;  he  tells  me  of 
these  you  may  often  get  eight  or  a  dozen  in  a  day, 
with  possibly  a  heavier  fish  also,  and  as  the  fishing 
is  free,  the  scenery  fine,  and  the  climate  good, 
there  is  absolutely  no  need  for  exaggerated  accounts 
of  the  sport  to  be  had.  Curiously  enough,  the  sea- 
trout  give,  so  the  General  tells  me,  next  to  no 
sport ;  there  are  plenty  of  them  in  the  rivers,  but 
they  have  very  little  resemblance  to  the  plucky 
game  sea-trout  of  Europe  as  regards  sporting 
quahties.  The  other  points  in  the  General's  letter 
deserve  careful  consideration,  especially  the  par- 
ticulars respecting  the  threatened  extinction  of  the 
salmon  by  the  cod-traps  all  along  the  coast. 


?Weee  the  Trout  Killed  by  Lightning?" 

A  good  American  angler,  Mr,  Theodore  Gordon, 
sends  me  this  interesting  note :  — 

"The  note  of  the  editor  in  the  issue  of  Jan.  17, 
Were  the  Trout  Killed  by  Lightning  ?  '  reminds 
me  of  an  incident  that  may  answer  the  query, 
in  part' at  least.  Some  years  ago  I  was  a 
member  of  a  yacht  club  which  had  pleasant 
quarters  on  our  southern  coast.  These  included 
a  club-house  and  long  dock  extending  out 
into  the  salt  water.  As  no  good  fresh  water 
was  to  be  found  a  driven  well  was  put  down 
about  300  feet  to  a  bed  of  blue  clay.  A  fine 
stream  of  pure  clear  water  immediately  gushed 
forth,  which  was  quite  palatable,  only  slightly 
impregnated  with  sulphur.  As  the  supply  was 
large  the  pipe  was  tapped  close  to  the  ground, 
and  a  fountain  made  near  the  club-house. 
The  centre  ornament  of  this  was  a  large  gilt 
metal  stork  or  crane,  and  thereby  or  thereto 
hangs  the  tale.  The  manager  of  the  club  was 
an  old  sea  captain,  fond  of  fishing  from  the 
end  of  the  dock.  Sometimes  he  caught  a 
striped  bass  or  sheepshead,  and  instead  of 
eating  the  catch  he  immediately  popped  them 
into  the  fountain;  These  were  purely  salt- 
water fish,  but  nevertheless  they  took  kindly 
to  the  change  of  habitat,  and  as  the  captain 
fed  them  frequently  on  oysters,  crabs,  shrimps, 
and  small  fish  they  grew  rapidly. 

Two  of  the  striped  bass  were  always  sho-wn 
with  great  pride  to  all  visitors  to  the  club. 
These  fish  weighed  about  2|!b.  each  when 
placed  in  the  fountain,  but  in  two  years  gained 
about  41b.,  and  were  really  handsome  speci- 
mens weighing  6ilb.  each.  All  the  fish  were 
very  tame,  coming  up  to  be  fed.  One  day  a 
violent  storm  arose,  and  the  air  was  heavily 
charged  with  electricity.  A  blinding  flash  in 
the  club-house  was  followed  by  a  deafening 
peal  of  thunder,  and  it  was  felt  at  once  that  the 
building  had  been  struck.  It  was  ascertained  after- 
wards that  the  bolt  had  landed  on  the  extreme  end 
of  the  house  and  followed  a  metal  conduit  some 
distance.  From  this  it  had  leaped  to  the  metal 
stork  in  the  centre  of  the  fountain,  and  the  two  big 
fish  were  floating  belly  upwards;  None  of  the 
others  were  affected,  though  several  weighed  from 
21b.  to  31b.  The  large  striped  bass  lived  for  nearly 
twenty-four  hours,  but  could  not  regain  their 
equiUbrium,  and  a  post-mortem  examination  proved 
that  the  air  sacs  of  both  fish  were  burst; 

"These  are  absolute  facts — the  transference  of 
salt  water  fish  to  fresh  water  that  had  just  come 
from  a  depth  of  300  feet,  the  success  of  the  experi- 
ment, and  the  loss  of  the  big  fish  by  Hghtning. 
In  a  year  or  two  equally  large  striped  bass  were  to 
be  seen  in  the  fountain.'' 


the  largest  fish  are!  length,  43jin;;  girtti;  22^in;; 
and  the  length  of  the  head  is  12^in.  frolri  tip  of 
nose  to  end  of  the  gilL  I  may  mention  that  I  was 
accompanied  by  Mr.  J;  Brooks,  a  well-known  fisher- 
man of  Maidenhead,  who  no  doubtis  known  to  you; 
— Yours  truly,  "  J.  E.  A.  Greatorex."- 

Very  Early  Primroses. 

To  the  'Amateur  Angler'  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston; 

"  Dear  Sirs, — I  enclose  a  few  primroses  which 
I  gathered  on  Saturday  (Feb.  14).  I  hope  they 
will  give  you  as  much  pleasure  to  look  at  them  as 
they  did  me  in  gathering  them;  I  was  going  fishing 
and  I  saw  a  great  many  of  them  in  bloom,  but  I 
just  gathered  a  few  coming  back  home;  I  don't 
know  whether  they  are  blooming  in  London  direction 
yet.  The  trout  were  rising,  and  I  got  a  few  both 
Friday  and  Saturday  (Feb.  13  and  14)on  Woodburn 
Dams.  "  0.  Littlewood."- 

We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Littlewood.  They 
are  fine  flowers  and  in  full  bloom.  Ours  are  too 
wise  to  come  out  yet,  though  snowdrops  and 
crocuses  have  been  more  venturesome; 


Mr.  Robert  Ramsbottom's  Gut; 

With  his  report  on  the  new  gut  crop,  noticed  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week,  Sir.  R.  Ramsbottom 
sent  me  samples  of  nine  different  lengths  of  gut- 
In  the  following  diagram  I  have  reproduced  bits  of 
each  to  show  the  thickness,  -with  the  name  over  it,- 


Fine  Sport  with  the  Pike  on  Barton  Broad,  j 

Writing  from  the  King's  Head  Hotel,  Wroxham, 
Norwich,  on  Feb.  14,  Mr.  J.  E.  A.  Greatorex  sends 
me  a  note  of  some  excellent  sport  he  has  had  -with 
the  pike : — 

!'  Dear  Sik,— It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  your 
readers  to  hear  that  fishing  to-day  (Feb;  14)  at 
Barton  Broad,  which  is  an  easy  drive  of  Wroxham, 
I  landed  sixteen  pike,  the  two  largest -weighing  over 
261b.  and  211b.  respectivelyj     The  dimensions  of 


and  on  the  right-hand  side  will  be  found  a  column 
giving  in  inches  the  average,  length  of  strands  of 
the  different  grades. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  above  are  representa- 
tions of  the  natural  gut  as  imported.; 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  F.  Lock* 
wood,  of  Fairford,  Gloucestershire,  who  for  many 
years  has  sent  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  reports  and 
accounts  of  the  fishing  in  that  excellent  fishing 
district.  R.  B.  Marston; 


Denmabk. — The  majority  of  English  travellers 
who  pass  through  Copenhagen  either  on  their  way 
to  or  from  Sweden  or  Norway  visit  Roakilde,  the 
burial  place  of  the  Danish  Royal  Family,  which  ia 
situated  half-an-hour's  run  by  train  from  the  capital. 
For  these  it  may  be  interesting  to  know  that  they 
can,  if  80  minded,  combine  a  day's  fishing  with  an. 
inspection  of  the  cathedral.  By  writing  a  couple  qf 
days  beforehand  to  the  courteous  landlord  of  the 
Hotel  Prinsen  (an  excellent  hostelry),  who  talka 
English  almost  as  well  as  an  Englishman,  a  day  on. 
one  of  the  lakes  in  the  neighbourhood  can  generally 
be  got.  These  do  not  hold  either  salmon  or  trout, 
but  they  contain  pike  (some  of  largo  size),  perch, 
tench,  and  other  coeirse  fish. — X, 
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MY  HOLIDAYS  IN  THE  EOCKIES 
—FISHING  AND  OTHEK 
EXPEEIENCES. 
A  REMINISCENCE  OF  1885s 
By  The  Amateur  Angleb; 


Time,  the  great  destroyer,  has,  or  so  it  seems  to 
me,  been  galloping  along  with  more  gigantic  strides 
than  ever  during  the  last  two  decades,  since  I 
first  thought  of  taking  to  fishing  as  an  occupation 
for  my  few  and  scanty  hohdays.  I  sometimes  find 
it  difficult  to  realise  that  eighteen  years  have  come 
and  gone  since  I  first  went  a -fishing  in  Dove  Dale. 

It  was  shortly  after  those  exhilarating  experiences 
that  I  took  a  longer  holiday  than  usual,  my  destina- 
tion being  the  Rocky  Mountains  of  America. 
Inspired  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a  young  convert 
for  the  sport  I  had  found  so  captivating,  the  last 
thing  I  was  likely  to  forget  in  making  my  preparations 
for  the  long  journey,  which  before  it  ended  covered 
about  fourteen  thousand  miles,  was  the  packing  up 
of  my  fishing  rod  and  its  needful  accompani- 
ments. 

Fishing,  I  need  hardly  say,  was  not  the 
only  object  I  had  in  view.  Indeed  it  was 
only  subsidiary  to  the  main  one,  and  I  may 
as  well  say  at  once  that  I  had  very  little  of 
it.  The  great  aim  of  my  journeying  was  to 
make  a  morning  call  at  Frank's  Ranches 
"  Frank  "  is  the  pseudonym  of  one  of  my 
sons,  who  had  built  for  himself  a  log  hut 
on  the  foothill  of  one  of  the  mountains  a  few 
miles  beyond  the  flourishing  city  of  Bozeman, 
in  Montana. 

The  story  of  that  trip  I  have  told  in 
"Prank's  Ranche,  or  my  Holidays  in  the 
Rockies."  That  little  volume  went  through 
five  editions  in  a  few  months,  but  doubtless 
it  is  now  quite  forgotten. 

In  telling  the  story  I  now  propose  to  tell 
I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  material  con- 
tained in  that  volume.  I  shall  not  use 
quotation  marks,  but  only  epitomise  here 
and  there  such  bits  as  I  think  may  possibly 
be  of  some  interest  to  my  present  audience. 
It  was  in  September,  1885,  that  I  and  my 

good  friend  M  set  sail  for  New  York. 

Our  voyage  was  one  which  I  look  back  upon 
as  one  of  the  joys  of  my  life,  and  that  is  all 
I  need  say  about  it  now.  On  reaching  New 
York  we  found  the  heat  so  oppressive  that 
we  were  well  pleased  to  accept  the  kind 
invitation  of  a  friend  to  spend  the  night  at 
his  pleasant  residence  on  "  The  Sound." 

Here  it  was  that  I  first  heard  in  the  night 
time,  and  was  gradually  lulled  to  sleep  by, 
the  incessant  singing  of  little  green  katy- 
dids in  surrounding  trees.  What  a  curious 
monody  that  combined  song  makes.  It 
varies  the  note,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  to  some- 
thing hke  this — 

Katy-did,  katy-did,  katy-didn't ; 
Katy-did,  katy-didn't,  katy-did ; 
Katy-didn't,  katy-did,  katy-didn't. 

To  this  was  added  the  chirping  of  grass- 
hoppers and  locusts,  and  a  perpetual  accom- 
paniment of  the  shrill  little  shriek  of  tree  frogs. 

After  a  short  time  agreeably  spent  in  New  York, 
in  spite  of  the  heat,  we  started  early  one  bright 
morning  on  the  splendid  river  steamer  Albany  up 
the  noble  Hudson  river.  Our  destination  was 
the  Catskills,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
from  New  York. 

We  reached  the  Catskill  station  early  in  the 
afternoon,  and  took  train  for  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  about  eight  miles  through  a  richly- 
cultivated  country.  At  the  foot  of  the  ascent  we 
were  met  by  a  stage  waggon  drawn  by  a  couple  of 
stout  horses,  which  had  to  drag  us  for  three  miles 
and  a  half  up  the  steep  mountain  side,  clad  with 
thick  green  fohage,  to  the  summit.  We  had  no 
sooner  entered  the  wood  than  I  made  my  first 
acquaintance  with  that  pretty  Uttle  animal  the 
chipmunk,  sitting  on  a  rail.  The  road  for  some 
distance  up  was  alive  with  katy-dids  and  locusts, 
but  birds  and  other  animals  were  scarce.  Half- 
way up  the  hill  we  came  upon  an  old-fashioned 
little  inn  called  the  "Rip  Van  Winkle,"  and  there  by 
it  is  the  stone  on  which  Rip  slept.  Upon  the  story 
of  his  long  sleep  who  can  cast  a  doubt  ?  Is  not 
the  rock  still  there  to  attest  the  truth  ?  Over  the 
porch  is  a  half-obliterated  signboard  representing 


Rip  Van  Winkle  waking  up,  and  underneath  is  the 
mscription,  "  O,  that  flagon,  that  wicked  flagon  ! 
What  shall  I  say  to  Dame  Winkle  ?  " 

We  soon  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
found  ourselves  pleasantly  accommodated  at  the 
Mountain  House  Hotel.  It  was  then  in  some 
respects  considerably  behind  the  age,  but  doubtless 
if  it  still  exists  it  has  been  compelled  to  get  abreast 
of  the  times.  We  wandered  through  the  woods 
and  visited  most  of  the  points  of  interest  within 
easy  reach.  There  is  a  magnificent  waterfall  near 
the  Laurel  House,  and  many  other  sights  which  it 
did  us  good  to  see.  The  sunset  one  night  was  the 
most  glorious  I  had  ever  beheld,  "real  handsome -J 
a  Baltimore  enthusiast  called  it,  and  the  full  silver 
moon  shining  over  the  broad  expanse  was  equally 
"  handsome."- 

One  morning  as  I  was  walking  along  the  clifiE  in 
front  of  the  hotel  a  snake  nearly  a  yard  long  sprang 
out  of  the  long  grass  under  my  feet,  and  flung  itself 
right  over  the  precipice.  It  came  down  flop  on  the 
hard  rock  thirty  feet  below,  and  then  shot  off 
into  the  bushes  as  if  there  was  nothing  the  matter. 


Frank's  Ranche. 

(_rrom  a  skHeh  by  himself.) 

We  left  the  Catskills  on  a  fine  Monday  morning 
for  Saratoga,  but  the  glory  of  Saratoga  had  departed, 
the  season  was  all  but  over.  We  took  a  rapid 
survey  by  a  drive  round  the  park,  where  I  first 
became  acquainted  with  the  American  robin  red- 
breast, flitting  about  the  trees.  His  only  resemblance 
to  our  robin  is  his  red  breast ;  he  is  quite  as  big  as 
a  thrush.  And  then  we  went  5' aboard '1  the  cars 
for  Niagara. 

The  Falls  of  Niagara; 

We  had  a  long,  cold  ride  through  the  night,  and 
our  hotel  being  on  the  Canadian  side  we  caught 
our  first  sight  of  the  Falls  under  unusual  circum- 
stances ;  in  fact,  through  the  windows  of  a  large 
omnibus  occupied  by  ourselves  alone,  and  driven 
slowly  over  the  Suspension  Bridge  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  The  harvest  moon,  just  at  its 
full,  but  a  little  obscured  by  passing  clouds  and 
mists,  was  shining  on  the  Falls,  and  as  the  horses 
tramped  slowly  over  the  bridge,  suspended  several 
hundred  feet  about  the  dread  waters,  the  sight  was 
very  imposing.  The  Falls  looked  at  in  this  way, 
from  a  moving  carriage  suspended  in  the  air,  were 
somewhat  dwarfed  in  height.    Of  course,  we  could 


get  but  a  glimpse  in  passing  in  the  night:  We 
expected  to  have  been  stunned  by  the  roar  of  the 
Falls,  but  our  first  surprise  was  at  the  awful  silence  ; 
we  could  hear  nothing  but  the  tramp  of  our 
horses  and  the  roll  of  our  wheels  as  the  carriage 
moved  slowly  along ;  all  else  was  silent  as  the 
grave.  Notwithstanding  the  moonlight,  it  was  not ' 
clear  enough  to  distinguish  motion  in  the  Falls 
above  us  or  in  the  water  far  down  beneatli  us; 
The  great  semi-circular  Horse-shoe,  as  we  pas'p.l 
along  in  front  of  it,  looked  as  though  a  great  wh  te 
sheet  had  been  thrown  over  its  motionless  face,  and 
the  foam  and  stir  of  the  water  below  were  fixed 
and  immovable  as  a  painted  picture.  That  was  a 
grand  spectacle— the  Falls  beheld  dimly,  indistinctly, 
and  really  through  a  glass  darkly.  And  so  we  arrived 
at  the  Clifton  House  Hotel. 

We  had  only  one  day  to  see  everything,  so  we 
took  a  drive  round,  and  we  did  what  is  usual  in 
our  limited  time.    We  drove  down  to  the  Whirl- 
pool,  we  crossed  the  Suspension  Bridge,  we  wandered 
through  Goat  Island,  we  descended  beneath  the 
Horse-shoe  Falls  to  the  utmost  point  allowed  by  the 
guide.    We  had  our  portraits  taken  in  sub- 
aquatic  costume,  but  they  came  out  so 
hideously  that  we  promptly  suppressed  them; 

Here  I  fully  expected  letters  from  "  Frank. 
I  had  now  been  fourteen  days  in  America, 
and  he  knew  it  and  yet  not  a  word  from 
him; 

We  Start  for  Chicago  and  the 
Far  West. 

We  were  aroused  before  five  next  morning 
to  catch  a  train  which  did  not  reach  our 
station  till  8.30. 

We  reached  Chicago  at  ten  o'clock  the 
same  night;  we  had  now  got  a  thousand 
miles  on  our  way  to  look  after  the  young 
ranchero — but  where  is  he  ?  Why  does  he 
not  write  ?  No  letter  awaited  me  here.  I 
telegraphed,  but  no  reply  came.  I  wrote 
requesting  a  telegram  to  meet  me  at  St, 
Paul,  over  four  hundred  miles  ahead. 

We  were  well  entertained  by  our  friends, 
and  after  hurriedly  driving  round  the  points 
of  interest  in  Chicago,  we  got  aboard  the 
Chicago  and  North -Western  Railroad  for 
St.  Paul.  We  left  at  9.55  p.m.  and  reached 
St.  Paul  at  2.25  p.m.  next  day — a  distance 
of  442  miles. 

St.  Paul  is  situated  on  the  left  or  eastern 
side  of  the  "Great  Father  of  Waters" — a 
beautiful  city  built  on  a  series  of  terraces, 
commanding  magnificent  views  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  city  of  Minneapolis  is 
situated  ten  miles  further  west  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river.  Even  at  that  time 
these  two  great  cities  had  a  combined 
population  of  250,000,  and  were  rapidly 
approaching  each  other — I  know  not  how 
it  may  be  with  them  now.    A  friend  of 

M  's  drove  us  over  to  a  place  called 

Midway  Park,  where  Commodore  Kitson 
kept  his  celebrated  trotters.  Here  we  were 
shown  the  fastest  trotters  and  pacers  in  the 
world.  "Johnstone,  the  King  of  the  Turf,"- 
was  trotted  out  for  our  inspection.  We  were 
also  shown  "  Little  Brown  Jug,"  "  Fanny 
Witherspoon,"-  and  "Minnie  R,'-  all  cele- 
brities in  those  days.  I  wonder  if  they  are 
remembered  now  ? 

We  had  now  to  travel  1200  miles  by  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad.  Not  having  heard  from  "  Frank," 
I  wired  to  him  to  meet  us  at  Livingstone  on  the 
following  Wednesday — Livingstone  is  the  station 
where  we  branch  off  southward  for  the  Yellowstone 
National  Park;  I  thought  surely  this  would  stir 
him  up; 

Before  we  start  on  this  expedition  let  us  hark 
back  to  the  neighbourhood  of  St  Paul,  and  tell  our 
angling  friends  that  there  is  abundance  of  splendid 
lakes,  and  good  fishing  thereabout.  At  Wyoming, 
29  miles  off,  a  branch  fine  diverges,  reaching  the  St; 
Croix  River  at  Taylor's  Falls.  Midway  between 
Wyoming  and  St.  Croix  is  what  is  called  the  Gem 
System  of  Lakes  in  this  direction.  There  are  five  of 
them,  collectively  known  as  "  The  Chisago  Lakes  " — 
Green,  Big,  Lindstrom,  Chisago,  and  Sunrise.  The 
scenery  here  is  perfectly  charming,  "  -nansome  and 
soul-reaching."-  The  wielder  of  the  rod  finds  eveiy 
opportunity  for  gratifying  his  passion  on  the  Chisago 
Lakes.  North  of  Brainerd  lies  the  Leech  Lake 
country — virgin  ground  for  the  fisherman^ 
{To  be  continued.) 
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"THE  EUNAWAY  KNOCK." 

Mr.  Caeter  Platts,  who  is  nothing  if  he  be 
not  humorous,  has  made  a  hit — "a  palpable  hit" 
— in  describing  the  timid  "  pluck which  a  shy- 
trout  occasionally  gives  to  the  fly  of  the  wet-fly 
fisherman.  It  has  its  equivalent  in  salmon  flshing, 
and  is  then  spoken  of  as  ''  coming  short.'-  The  two 
things,  however,  have  little  in  common,  seeing  that 
salmon  do  not  lie  on  the  surface  feeding  on  minute 
atoms,  like  the  common  trout.  They  probably 
take  a  salmon  fly  for  a  shrimp. 

Mr.  Carter  Platts  says  that  he  has  made  trials 
of  these  double-hooked  midges  for  trout  coming 
short,  and  adds  that  "  their  minuteness  seems  to 
me  to  be  against  their  successful  use  for  spring 
fishing.  They  are,  I  take  it,  summer  flies  for  small 
clear  waters.'-  Finally,  Mr.  Platts  remarks: 
"Perhaps  the  same  idea  worked  out  with  No.  1 
hooks  might  prove  useful  among  the  Artful  Dodgers 
of  spring.  I  have  not  put  it  to  the  test  in  this 
matter.    I  wonder  if  Mr.  Tod  has  ?  '-' 

The  answer  is  less  easy  than  the  question,  but 
most  wilUngly  will  I  do  my  best  to  answer  Mr. 
Piatt's  inquiry,  and  I  have  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  answering  his  query  about  dressing  flies  as 
doubles  on  No.  1  hooks  (Kendal  scale).  I  do  not 
approve  of  dressing  trout  flies  on  "  doubles  '-  except 
midge  sized  (00).  I  consider  them  clumsy,  and  I 
don't  consider  them  effective.  I  have  tried  them  in 
the  balance,  and  have  found  them  wanting  ! 

The  reasons  which  can  be  advanced  for  their  use 
in  midge-sized  flies  cannot,  I  think,  be  sustained 
for  hooks  of  larger  size.  I  am,  of  course,  alluding 
exclusively  to  river  trout  fishing,  and  with  the  wet- 
fly  only. 

In  my  own  hands  I  can  assure  Mr.  Carter  Platts 
that  they  have  been  a  pronounced  success.  But, 
alas !  even  the  double  midge  hooks  have  their 
limitations,  and  I  must  own  that  never  have  I  been 
so  teased  by  "  the  runaway  knock  "  as  I  have  been 
when  using  tiny  doubles  dressed  on  00  scale  of 
hook.    They  are  not  infallible. 

Perhaps  had  I  been  fishing  when  Mr.  Platts  was 
receiving  the  same  lesson  as  I  have  so  often  had 
from  our  best  teachers  (the  trout) — a  lesson  that 
says,  "Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  but  no  further,"  as 
plainly  as  if  it  was  written  on  the  river  itself — 
I  should  have  had  no  better  luck.-  It  is  so  easy  to 
brag  on  paper.  In  actual  practice  it  is,  at  times, 
less  easy.  I  remember  telling  the  gamekeeper 
(himself  an  experienced  fisherman)  how  I  was 
served  thus  one  evening  on  the  Deveron  in  June, 
1890,  when  the  trout  were  midging  all  over  the 
place  at  millions  of  "  the  fisherman's  curse,"  and 
as  he  listened  he  said  to  me,  "  Yes,  I  know.  They 
just  give  your  fly  '  a  knock '  !  "  I  never  heard  the 
expression  till  then,  and  it  delighted  me.  But  Mr. 
Carter  Platts  adds  the  touch  of  the  humorist  to 
the  phraseology  of  the  fisherman; 

In  future  let  it  be  known  as  "  the  runaway 
knock."  It  is  not  possible  to  better  the  expression. 
It  is  of  the  sort  that  "sticks.'-'  Of  course  I  see  that 
my  midging  experience  is  not  quite  what  Mr.  Platts 
wants.  Ho  says  that  he  has  found  these  deadly 
doubles  anything  but  a  success  in  spring. 

I  will  take  him  at  his  word,  then,  and  deal  with 
spring  alone.- 

The  spring,  as  we  all  know,  begins  "when  the 
sun  enters  Aries,''  on  March  21,  and  it  lasts  till  it 
is  deposed  by  summer,  on  June  22.  Now,  Mr. 
Carter  Platts  must  know  that  this  is  a  very  wide 
angling  area  to  speculate  oru- 

To  begin  with,  few  north  country  fishermen 
begin  so  early  as  March  21,  and  when  it  comes  to 
June  1  to  June  22,  in  how  few  northern  rivers  is 
fly  fishing  at  its  best  ?  Spring  really  sees  nearly 
the  whole  fly  fishing  in  and  out — nay,  more  than 
sees  it  out— till  it  recommences  with  the  month  of 
September,  when  trout  are  beginning  to  fall  off  in 
condition; 

Had  Mr.  Platts  mentioned  the  month  it  would 
have  been  easier  for  me  to  express  an  opinion  of 
any  value ;  I  am  sure  he  will  understand  that  I  do 
not  say  this  in  any  carping  spirit. 

It  is  not  often  that  one  actually  needs  the  aid  of 
these  double  midges  till  May  is  fairly  well  in,  but 
from  the  beginning  of  May,  and  certainly  from  the 
10th  onwards,  they  are  very  often  the  sole  means 
of  "picking  the  chestnuts  out  of  the  fire,'-  if  rivers 
dwindle  away,  in  particular. 

In  glancing  over  my  old  Deveron  diaries  I  find 
such  entries  as  the  following:  '^May  12,  1888— 
River  very  low;  a  dead  calm  prevailing.  From 
1  p.m.:  to  4,30  I  killed  14|lb;  of  trout  with 


'  doubles.'  I  had  only  picked  up  31b,  before  they 
began  to  rise ;  total,  17Jlb.'2 

I  find  on  looking  back  that  on  the  10th,  and 
under  similar  circumstances  (a  dead  calm  and  a  low 
water),  I  had  15lb.,  with  No;  1  flies  sparely  dressed. 
I  was  not  well  at  the  time,  and  the  place  was  close 
to  the  cottage  where  I  lived;  I  walked  down  the 
Ford-road,  and  on  each  occasion  I  began  at  the 
ford,  fishing  up  the  gentle  and  rather  thin  streams 
above  me,  and  a  few  hundred  yards  of  water 
sufficed  for  an  easy  day's  fishing,  and  more  delight- 
ful fishing  I  never  had  than  on  the  two  days,  close 
handy,  when  I  was  taking  it  so  easy;  I  give  this 
as  one  single  experience  of  many  others  with  the 
doubles; 

Mr.  Platts  will  be  able  to  appreciate  their  real 
value,  when  used  by  an  old  and  dear  friend  of 
mine,  in  a  claret  coloured  state  of  water,  and  in 
a  dead  calm,  on  the  River  Tweed  about  the  year 
1881-82,  with  one  fly— Greenwell's  Glory  00— dressed 
in  double  midge  style  by  Forrest,  of  Kelso; 

In  less  than  three  hours'  fishing  he  had  creeled 
twenty-three  trout,  weighing  171b;  12oz;  I  may 
add  that  I  prefer  doing  without  these  doubles,  but 
when  I  find  trout  take  to  "  the  runaway  knock,"-  I 
produce  one  of  my  deadly  doubles,  and  generally 
find  them  good  medicine; 

I  once  recommended  my  friend,  the  editor,  to 
try  these  little  fellows,  and  I  fancy  he  found  them 
of  use  to  him  when  trout  were  hard  to  woo.  But 
when  the  water  is  covered  with  the  black  midge, 
and  trout  are  lying  lazily  sucking  in  these  delicate 
atoms,  at  times  even  the  deadliest  of  doubles  is 
thrown  away— they  will  have  none  of  it.  At  other 
times  I  have  done  well  enough  with  them,  even 
when  the  trout  were  midging '- ;  but  midging  trout 
are  proverbial ! 

They  do  best  when  the  fly  on  the  water  is  not  a 
pidge,  yet,  still,  a  small  fly,  and  in  a  dead  calm  and 
in  a  low  water,  and  I  have  again  and  again  proved 
their  value,  but  so  long  as  trout  take  flies  on 
single  hooks  fairly  well — No.  2,  and  even  No.  1 — 
I  prefer  to  use  a  single  as  against  a  double  hook. 

I  cannot  help  quoting  from  Sir  John  Suckling's 
old  poem  of  three  verses  ("Encouragement  to  a 
Lover  " ).  With  little  alteration,  how  easily  what  he 
advises  the  "pale,  fond  lover''  to  do  with  his 
lady  love,  could  be  adapted  to  the  angler's  case, 
when  he  has  taken  my  advice,  as  a  last  resource, 
which  I  once  put  in  rhyme  thus — ■ 

When  in  trouble. 
Try  a  "  double." 

Quit,  quit,  for  shame  !  this  will  not  move. 

This  cemnot  take  her ; 
If  of  herself  she  will  not  love 

Nothing  can  make  her — 

The  devil  take  her  ! 

The  last  line,  I  fear,  will  find  its  echo  in  the 
angler's  mind,  when,  as  a  dernier  ressort,  he  uses 
his  "deadly  double,"  only  to  find  for  reply  a  series 
of  "  Runaway  Knocks." 

If,  perchance,  Mr;  Carter  Platts  has  fished  in 
early  spring,  when  the  fat  March  Brown  fly  was 
fairly  "on,"  and  the  hungry  but  flabby  trout  were 
anxious  to  put  on  flesh  and  to  acquire  beauty  in 
the  shortest  time  on  record,  one  can,  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, quite  well  imagine  the  trout  con- 
temptuously ignoring  the  tiny  midge  fly. 

Let  Mr.  Carter  Platts  be  advised  to  try  again, 
for  I  can  scarcely  believe  that  he  will  not  eventu- 
ally succeed;  I  advise  him  to  try  Greenwell's 
Glory  where  a  dark  fly  is  wanted,  and  the  Tod  Fly 
where  it  is  not,  and  if  he  does  not  succeed  I  shall 
be  surprised.  E.  M.  Tod. 


SALMON  FISHING  PROSPECTS 
IN  THE  NORTH. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  opening  days  of 
the  salmon  anghng  season  in  the  north  of  Scotland 
cannot  but  be  considered  as  fairly  satisfactory.  On 
the  back  of  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  and  in  heavily 
flooded  waters,  the  opening  day  yielded  fish  here 
and  there  on  the  Dee,  from  Cu'lter  to  Aboyne, 
where  a  161b.  fish  was  "grassed,  while  the  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Spey  were  not  entirely  blank,  although 
all  over  their  banks,  and  only  a  slack  bit  of  water 
here  and  there  over  which  a  fly  could  be  cast. 
Matters  have  been  mending  ever  since.  The  rivers 
are  rapidly  falling  in  and  clearing,  and  the  evidences 
of  plenty  of  fish  in  pools  highly  satisfactory;  The 
floods  have  been  exceedingly  favourable  for  the 
middle  and  upper  waters,  and  by  the  time  the 


Prince  of  Wales  comes  to  the  Balmoral  reaches 
the  pools  there  will  be  in  first-class  trim,  and  sport 
a  certainty.  Already  they  are  being  freely  got  on 
the  Dinnet  and  lower  waters,  and  a  month  hence 
a  heavy  head  of  spring  fish  will  be  forward  into  the 
Abergeldie  and  Balmoral  stretches,  if  not  even 
farther  inland  at  Braemar.  Abergeldie  water  is 
being  overhauled  for  the  Prince's  accommodation; 

The  lures  mostly  in  vogue  are  flies  of  the  largest 
Dee  sizes,  from  2^in;  to  3in.,  of  the  Eagle,  Gordon, 
Akroyd,  Mar  Lodge,  Jock  Scott,  and  such  like 
types  of  fancy  and  plain  flies,  while  the  gudgeon 
and  eel  tail  are  also  doing  some  good  work  in  these 
big  round  waters;  The  natural  bait  is  now  pre- 
ferred to  the  phantom  in  the  early  spring,  although 
many  old  and  expert  anglers,  if  they  handle  the 
spinning  rod  at  all,  stick  to  the  phantom,  either  in 
silk  or  rubber,  and  usually  do  well  with  it  just 
when  the  ice  is  going  off» 

Anglers  are  forward  in  strong  force,  and  when 
three,  four,  and  five  fish  are  being  creeled  daily  on 
not  a  few  reaches,  the  temptation  to  be  on  the 
scene  is  all  the  greater;  The  weather,  at  the  best 
most  uncertain,  has  since  the  opening  day  (Feb.  11) 
been  very  favourable,  and  the  early  spring  angler 
this  season  has  been  blessed  with  beau  -  ideal 
conditions; 

The  supply  of  'salmon  from  the  various  netting 
stations  along  the  east  and  north  coasts,  and  in  the 
estuaries  where  netting  is  practised,  was  most 
meagre  on  account  of  the  recent  storms  and  the 
flooded  state  of  the  rivers;  This  is  always  a  matter 
of  interest  to  rodsmen,  as  their  future  supplies 
depend  on  the  continuance  of  the  run.  Every  day, 
however,  the  chances  of  the  netsmen  have  been 
improving.  Some  four  hundred  fish  have  been  got 
on  the  coast  between  the  Tay  and  Moray  Firth 
during  the  three  opening  days,  and  on  Saturday 
over  one  hundred  fish  were  on  the  slabs  of  the  Aber- 
deen market  from  the  district  round  about.  The 
quality  is  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  while  the 
average  weight  may  be  put  down  as  nearer  81b,, 
several  very  heavy  fish  for  the  early  spring,  scaUng 
up  to  181b.,  fhave  been  got  both  by  anglers  and 
netsmen;  Altogether,  the  spring  season  in  the 
north  promises  exceedingly  well  all  round; 

G.  M; 


A  RETROSPECT  AND  A 
COMPARISON.* 

{Continued  from  page  115.) 

In  1923  similar  bills  became  law  in  the  neigh- 
bouring federated  Kingdoms  of  Ireland  and  of 
Scotland,  where  similar  good  results  followed  to 
those  achieved  in  our  own  country. 

The  lecturer  here  gave  a  number  of  other  instances 
of  the  beneficent  results  of  the  "Freshwater  Pre- 
servation and  Nationalisation  Act,"  and  contrasted 
the  effects  of  their  operation  with  the  conditions 
existing  before  this  measure  was  passed;  Proceeding, 
he  said : — 

During  the  remaining  time  at  my  disposal  for  the 
purpose  of  this  address  I  propose  reviewing  some 
of  the  other  questions  of  interest  which  affect  us 
as  anglers,  and  in  the  first  place  I  will  draw  your 
attention  to  the  modern  means  respecting  Tackle 
compared  with  those  which  obtained  fifty  years 
ago. 

Rods. — Let  us  for  a  moment  glance  at  the  nature 
and  make  of  modern  rods  in  comparison  with  those 
used  formerly;  In  doing  this  the  first  and  most 
obvious  difference  is  seen  in  the  great  decrease  of 
the  actual  weight  scaled  by  the  former.  During 
the  past  half  century  there  has  been  a  gradual, 
though  extremely  slow,  lightening  of  the  burden  a 
fisherman  is  called  upon  to  support  when  at  the 
water's  side.  Considerably  less  than  fifty  years  ago 
we  find  great  heavy  split-cane  and  greenheart 
double-handed  rods  were  in  use  for  trout  fishing, 
even  for  quite  small  streams.  Gradually  these 
ponderous  weapons  gave  place  to  those  used  by 
one  hand  alone,  though  these  also  were  of  excessive 
weight.  Common-sense  and  the  application  of 
scientific  methods  in  the  rod-making  industry  by 
degrees  made  themselves  felt,  and  in  or  about  the 
year  1902  we  see,  on  reference  to  the  sporting 

*  An  abstract  of  a  lecture  delivered  on  the 
occasion  of  its  first  jubilee  before  the  members 
of  the  British  Freshwater  Fishing  Society  by  Pro- 
fessor Victor  Newman,  president,  at  the  Society's 
Institute,  London,  on  Dec.  4,  1943, 
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literature  of  the  day,  that  the  subject  of  substituting 
really  light  and  powerful  rods  for  those  of  the  old 
order  became  one  of  prominent  interest. 

If  you  will  consult  the  pages  of  the  leading  con- 
temporary angling  journal — the  Fishing  Gazette, 
the  same  paper  which  is  to-day  the  official  organ  of 
our  Society — for  the  period  named  you  will  find  a 
very  long  and  interesting  discussion  filUng  a  good 
deal  of  its  columns  concerning  this  subject,  and 
either  as  a  consequence  or  as  a  natural  result  of 
normal  evolutionary  progress  we  find  that  shortly 
afterwards  the  previously  existing  ten  to  sixteen 
ounce  fly  rods,  and  others  of  corresponding  weights, 
gave  place  to  rods  of  far  lighter  build  and  greatly 
improved  make;  From  about  this  date,  ever  with 
a  gradually  decreasing  ponderosity,  rod  -  making 
was  taken  seriously  in  hand  upon  improved  scien- 
tific principles,  till  we  at  length  arrive  at  the 
present  state  of  what  we,  in  our  pride,  are  pleased 
to  call  perfection;  Personally,  I  would  never  use 
the  latter  word,  or  dogmatise  on  finality  in  rod- 
making,  or  on  anything  else ;  but  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  in  comparison  with  the  rods  used  fifty, 
or  even  twenty-five,  years  ago  those  now  univers- 
ally employed  are  wide  las  the  poles  asunder,  and 
as  far  as  we  can  at  present  see  we  are  not  Ukely  to 
effect  any  improvement  of  material  importance  for 
a  considerable  time  to  come. 

If  we  take  the  average  modern  trout  fly  rod  as  a 
type  of  all  rods  now  in  use,  we  may  describe  this  as 
being  from  9ft.  to  lO^ft.  in  length,  in  three  pieces, 
made  of  the  outer  shell  of  the  best  spHt-cane,  in 
which  the  newly  discovered  amalgum  of  aluminium, 
silver,  and  Formicom  is  incorporated,  forming  the 
whole  of  the  metal  mounts.  It  is  absolutely  water- 
proof in  all  its  parts,  and  being  coated  with  a  strong 
solution  of  Opticom,  the  rod  itself  is  rendered  not 
only  practically  invisible  to  the  fish,  but  is  made  to 
all  intents  impervious  to  the  effects  of  wet,  cold, 
and  heat.  The  modern  rod  feels  when  employed 
more  as  if  it  were  made  of  extremely  Ught  steel 
than  of  wood,  and  while  it  is  sufficiently  resiUent,  it 
is  at  the  same  time  so  constructed  as  to  cast  a  line 
both  to  great  distances  and  at  near  objects  with 
absolute  precision,  and  as  it  is  unbreakable  by  any 
ordinary  risk,  it  can  play  and  land  a  fish  of  any 
weight  likely  to  be  met  with  in  our  waters.  I  may 
here  remind  you  that  both  Formicom  and  Opticom 
were  discovered  by  members  of  our  society,  Messrs; 
Keene  and  Bright,  to  whose  researches  w«  also  owe 
Duracom,  that  important  chemical  now  so  largely 
used  in  the  preparing  of  natural  flies  for  the  use  of 
the  angler  and  for  many  other  purposes. 

Hooks. — By  the  discovery  in  1935  of  the  present 
greatly  improved  method  of  tempering  steel,  we  are 
now  able  to  produce  hooks  which  in  comparison 
with  those  of  old  times  are  exceedingly  fine ;  in- 
deed, the  ordinary  modern  hook  for  trout  and  for 
other  fish  weighing  up  to  21b.  is  hardly,  if  at 
all,  thicker  than  a  human  hair.  It  is  equally  strong 
with  its  predecessors  of  stouter  make,  and  has,  in 
addition,  this  immense  advantage  over  them,  that 
being  coated  with  Opticom  its  presence  is  much  less 
likely  to  be  apparent  to  the  fish  than  was  formerly 
the  case;  We  still  employ  eyed  hooks  and  those 
attached  to  gut  in  about  equal  proportions,  with  a 
possible  balance  in  favour  of  the  latter. 

Gut. — The  great  advance  made  in  recent  years  in 
preparing  gat  casts  owes  its  commencement  to  the 
discovery  of  the  simple  means  we  now  universally 
employ,  whereby  the  surface  is  not  only  freed  from 
•  the  old  and  highly  objectionable  ghtter,  but  the 
gut  itself  is  rendered  absolutely  transparent  when 
in  the  water,  and  can,  moreover,  be  stained  to 
correspond  in  colour  to  the  local  aquaeous  media  in 
which  it  is  necessary  to  cast  it.  Moreover,  it  is 
now  far  less  affected  either  by  friction  or  by  hght 
than  was  formerly  the  case; 

Artificial  Baits  and  Flies. — Of  the  immense 
number  and  variety  of  artificial  baits,  ranging  from 
salmon  and  trout  hooks  delicately  clothed  with 
every  conceivable  product  of  art  and  of  nature,  to 
the  myriad  and  often  grotesque  baits  for  pike  and 
perch  used  by  our  ancestors,  it  is  impossible  in  any 
way  adequately  to  speak,  further  than  to  say  that 
all  are  now  relegated  to  the  realms  of  the  obsolete, 
and  therefore  of  interest  only  to  the  antiquarian 
student.  If  you  visit  and  attentively  study  the 
very  ample  collection  of  these  artificial  contriv- 
ances, of  which  you  will  find  many  thousands  in 
the  society's  museum,  you  will  be  astonished  at  the 
amount  of  misplaced  ingenuity  and  skill  their  con- 
struction and  invention  have  chcited.  As  you  are 
aware,  the  introduction  of  Formicom  has  enabled 
us  in  the  present  day,  by  an  application  of  a  weak 


solution  of  this  important  chemical,  to  preserve  in 
its  actual  form  and  colour  every  kind  of  insect,  so 
that  we  now  invariably  use  these  instead  of 
artificial  substitutes.  One  of  the  properties  of 
Formicom  being  to  harden  and  to  preserve  animal 
tissues  to  a  very  great  degree,  we  moreover  find  we 
can,  with  ease  and  without  fear  of  damage,  cast 
and  generally  use  the  prepared  insect,  not  only 
equally  well  as  was  formerly  the  case  with  the 
artificial  one,  but  we  can  present  the  actual  reality 
to  the  fish  in  the  form  most  likely  to  induce  him 
to  seize  it.  In  the  case  of  the  archaic  artificial 
baits  for  so-called  "  coarse  '•'  fish,  it  is  curious  to 
observe  that  they  in  no  way  resembled  the  fish 
they  were  supposed  to  represent.  They  were  made 
of  metal,  of  silk,  of  rubber,  or  of  some  kind  of 
skin ;  they  usually  had  great  lateral  metal  pro- 
jections for  the  purpose  of  making  them  spin  (a 
movement  which,  of  course,  no  fish  ever  indulges 
in) ;  they  were  painted  every  conceivable  colour, 
and  were  moulded  into  every  conceivable  form 
other  than  those  fovmd  in  nature,  and  were  gener- 
ally armed  with  great  triangles  of  hooks; 

In  the  light  of  the  intelligence  now  known  to  be 
possessed  by  fish  generally  in  all  freshwaters  much 
angled,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  these  formid- 
able and  forbidding  baits  did  actually  capture  a 
certain  number  of  victims;  This,  however,  is 
scarcely  surprising  when  it  is  remembered  that  fish, 
nke  humans,  are  not  always  wise  ;  the  gudgeon  is 
common  to  both  sections.  The  supposition  is  also 
permissible  that  even  when  a  fish  did  seize  one  of 
these  curious  contrivances  the  artificiaUty  of  the 
latter  must  have  been  at  once  apparent  from  the 
teeth  of  the  fish  striking  against  a  substance  the 
consistency  of  which  was  so  obviously  different 
from  that  of  the  normal  inhabitant  of  the  water. 
In  this  event  it  most  certainly  would  at  once 
attempt  to  drop  the  bait,  but  in  the  act  of  so  doing 
it  doubtless  would  run  a  serious  risk  of  getting  its 
mouth  entangled  in  one  or  more  of  the  attendant 
hooks,  and  of  being  thus  accidentally  caught. 

Now  when  we  do  use  artificial  baits,  which,  of 
course,  is  rare,  seeing  we  are  able,  by  the  employment 
of  certain  solutions  of  Formicom  and  Duracom,  to 
preserve  the  reality  for  an  indefinite  period  in  all 
its  natural  conditions,  we  make  use  of  substitutes 
formed  of  soft  rubber,  which  from  their  movable 
joints,  tails,  and  fins,  to  their  colour,  consistency, 
and  shape,  are  to  outward  seeming  exact  representa- 
tions of  the  fish  intended  to  be  simulated.  These 
artificials,  moreover,  we  never  attempt  to  spin,  but 
guide  them  in  the  water  in  such  a  manner  that  they 
reproduce  the  normal  actions  and  general  character 
of  a  swimming  fish  in  any  manner  we  desire.  They 
are  armed  with  single  invisible  hooks,  which,  of 
course,  penetrate  far  easier  than  do  those  in  bunches 
of  two  or  more,  and  as  we  no  longer  affix  any  kind 
of  trace  other  than  a  fine  transparent  one  of  gut 
the  resulting  effects  are  natural,  and  the  fish  are  far 
oftener  deceived  and  captured. 

Lines. — Of  silk  running  lines  there  is  Httle  to 
record  in  the  way  of  improvement,  except  to  say 
that  those  now  used  are  lighter  and  stronger  than 
were  their  predecessors,  and  are  always  employed 
coloured  to  correspond  either  to  their  immediate 
environment  or  to  their  background. 

Floats,  Leads,  etc. — Of  floats,  shots,  leads,  and  of 
other  minor  articles  of  angling  equipment  I  need  say 
butlittle.  Floats  are  generally  now  madeof  Cellulum, 
the  modern  highly  improved  form  of  celluloid  which 
was  formerly  so  widely  used.  They  are  either 
absolutely  transparent  or,  as  is  the  case  with  leads 
and  shot,  are  coloured  in  exact  imitation  of  the 
weeds  or  other  media  amongst  which  they  are 
employed. 

Reviewing  the  whole  progress  which  has  been 
effected  during  the  past  fifty  years  we  may  say  that 
the  advance  has  always  been  in  the  direction  of 
rendering  the  capture  of  fish  not  only  more  scientific 
and  sure,  but  also  in  lessening  the  amount  of  toil 
that  capture  must  entail  on  the  angler.  We  now 
no  longer  go  fishing  armed  with  immense  numbers  of 
angling  paraphernalia,  burdening  ourselves  with 
great  heavy  rods,  nets,  creels,  seats,  and  iron  boxes 
of  unnecessary  tackle,  etc.  Nor  do  we  any  longer 
laden  ourselves  with  gigantic  supplies  of  ground  bait, 
as  by  the  introduction  of  compressed  farinaceous 
and  other  materials  appropriately  treated  with 
chemical  reagents  we  are  now  able  to  substitute 
small  packets  of  tabloids,  which  we  find  in  practice 
are  not  only  far  more  handy  but  also  far  more 
efficient.  In  connection  with  this  latter  subject  it 
may  interest  many  of  our  younger  members,  v;hose 
personal  experience  of  fishing  has  been  limited  to 


quite  modern  times,  to  know  that  little  more  than 
twenty  years  ago  it  was  the  common  practice  to 
throw  gallons  of  mixed  farinaceous  foods  and 
thousands  of  unfortunate  lob-worms  into  particular 
portions  of  a  river  before  angling  in  it  for,  for 
instance,  roach  and  for  barbel.  What  were  the 
actual  results  of  this  misdirected  extravagance  upon 
the  fish,  upon  the  water,  and  upon  the  angler  I 
leave  you  to  judge. 

Much,  practically  all,  of  the  knowledge  we  now 
possess,  in  excess  of  that  possessed  by  our  fore- 
fathers at  the  commencement  of  the  century,  we 
owe  to  the  systematic  and  scientific  manner  in 
which  the  study  of  fish  hfe  has  been  taken  in  hand 
both  by  members  of  the  official  Board  and  by 
those  of  our  own  Society.  Even  if  time  allowed  it 
would  be  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  do  more  than 
refer  to  these  studies  and  to  the  practical  results 
achieved,  as  both  are  fully  reported  and  preserved 
for  reference  in  numerous  recently  issued  volumes; 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  our  main  object  always  has 
been  to  approach  the  subject  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  fish  themselves  rather  than,  as 
heretofore,  from  that  of  the  angler — to  see  as 
it  were  with  their  eyes,  to  hear  with  their  ears,' 
and  to  reason  with  their  brains — and  thus  to 
arrive  at  a  just  conception  of  how  they  regard  their 
environment  situated  both  within  and  outside  their 
aquatic  natural  habitats.  By  careful  research  into 
the  anatomy  and  the  physiology  of  the  various 
organs  in  the  bodies  of  fish,  we  now  know  not  only 
the  salient  differences  between  members  of  different 
species,  and  between  these  and  other  livmg 
creatures,  but  what  is  of  far  greater  practical 
importance,  we  know  a  good  deal  concerning  the 
psychological  aspects  of  the  subject.  Of  what  was 
formerly  called  instinct,  but  what  is  now  known  to 
be  reason,  we  know  much,  though  much  still 
remains  to  bo  discovered,  and  so  far  as  our  present 
knowledge  extend3  we  may  reasonably  expect  that 
the  near  future  will  bring  us  very  near  the  com- 
pletion of  our  labours. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say  that  we  have  succeeded 
in  removing  the  veil  from  many  problems  of  fish 
hfe  deemed  by  our  ancestors  to  be  of  inscrutable 
thickness.  The  mystery,  for  instance,  which  so 
long  surrounded  the  interesting  question  of  the 
mode  adopted  by  fish  for  intercommunication  is  no 
longer  hidden  from  us,  neither  have  we  now  any 
difficulty  in  explaining  the  occurrence  of  what  was 
formerly  looked  upon  as  the  erratic  rises  of  fish, 
and  of  their  equally  sudden  and  erratic  manner  of 
ceasing  to  take  surface  food ;  of  furnishing  the  right 
reasons  in  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  fish 
will  one  day  ravenously  take  a  particular  bait  and 
on  the  next  day  pass  it  by  with  absolute  indiffer- 
ence, or  of  understanding  many  other  habits  and 
modes  of  feeding  and  living  of  fish  generally. 

We  now  know  the  real  effects  of  thermometric, 
barometric,  and  other  atmospheric  conditions  on 
the  being  of  fish,  and  can  with  great  certainty 
foretell  how  a  fish  will  act  in  certain  conditions  of 
water  and  of  air.  In  other  words,  we  rely  less 
upon  chance  and  the  rule  of  thumb  than  upon 
exact  scientific  data  to  determine  our  actions  with 
regard  to  those  of  fish. 

Much,  very  much,  has  been  done,  but  much, 
very  much,  remains  to  be  accompUshed,  and  per- 
sonally I  believe  that  every  member  of  this  society 
will  continue  to  devote  his  utmost  energies  to  the 
elucidation  of  every  unsolved  problem  which  con- 
cerns the  advancement  of  the  science  and  the  art 
of  fresh-water  fishing.       F.  Grenfell  Baker, 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TKOUT  ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Grimble, 
Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,'-  etcj 

{Continued  from  page  113.) 

CHAPTER  III.: 

Aberdeenshire. 

More  salmon  are  perhaps  killed  in  this  county 
by  the  Dee  rods  taan  in  any  other  one  in  Scotland, 
which  accounts  for  there  being  so  little  open 
fishing.  It  is  a  moot  question  as  to  whether 
the  water  attached  to  the  Huntly  Arms  Hotel 
at  Aboyne  should- be  dealt  with  under  the  title 
of  "  inexpensive,''  but  as  it  can  fairly  lay 
claim  to  be  the  best  hotel  water  in  the  north 
it  seems  hardly  right  to  pass  it  by  without 
mention.;    From  the  opening  day,.  Feb.  11,  to  the 
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end  of  the  month  the  charge  is  £20  for  a  rod ; 
March  is  £30  ;  April,  £35 ;  and  May,  £32  10s.  The 
extent  of  water  is  about  three  and  a  half  miles, 
which  is  fished  by  four  rods  in  daily  rotation. 
Commencing  on  the  right  or  south  bank  at  the 
wire  footbridge,  about  two  miles  above  Aboyne, 
and  but  a  little  below  the  famous  "Waterside" 
Pool  of  Glentana,  the  beat  goes  down  to  the  tail  of 
the  Lorren  Pool,  just  above  Aboyne  Suspension 
Bridge.  Two  rods  fish  this  stretch,  in  which  there 
are  eight  good  pools  and  some  bitties.  The  Wire 
Bridge  Pool  at  the  top  of  the  water  is  followed  by 
Simmons,  Upper,  Middle,  and  Lower  Pol  Pontes. 
Lady  Grace,  the  Planting,  top  of  the  Lorren,  and 
the  Lorren,  and  they  oifer  every  variety  of  casting. 
The  three  Pontes  require  trousers,  and  the  oftener 
they  are  waded  the  easier  to  fish  they  become,  for 
the  going  is  decidedly  bad.  The  lower  stretch 
begins  on  the  left  or  north  bank  at  the  Aboyne 
Suspension  Bridge,  and  if  the  water  is  clear  and 
the  day  bright  most  anglers  make  for  the  middle 
of  this  bridge  to  peer  into  the  depths  below  where 
fish  may  often  bo  viewed — usually  kelts  in  the 
spring  time,  for  the  clean  ones  lie  in  deeper  water 
quite  close  in  to  the  left  bank,  from  ten  to  twenty 
yards  below  the  archway  of  the  bridge.  When 
there  are  fish  visible  from  the  bridge  it  is  amusing 
to  send  a  well-leaded  prawn  down  to  them,  which 
they  will  leisurely  inspect  one  by  one,  and  nearly 
lay  hold  of,  but  never  quite,  and  on  the  rare 
occasions  when  they  are  hooked  from  the  bridge 
fish  and  fisher  are  seldom  in  full  view  of  each  other. 

Below  this  Suspension  Bridge  Pool  comes  the 
Stone  Pool,  the  Three  Stones,  the  Jetties,  the  Red 
Rock,  the  Lummels,  Bellwood,  and  Quithel,  each  of 
which  on  an  average  will  require  forty-five  minutes' 
steady  casting.    This  beat  is  also  fished  by  two 
rods,  and  according  to  the  weather  from  twenty  to 
thirty-five  tlsh  may  be  looked  for  by  each  of  the 
four  rods  in  a  month.    A  friend  of  mine  once  had 
eighty,  a  record  result  due  to  skill  and  perseverance 
in  a  very  favourable  month,  but  whatever  the  sport 
the  mere  fact  of  having  each  day  an  ample  beat  all 
to  oneself  ensures  content,  as  it  does  away  with  any 
"racing"  for  pools  or  the  making  of  very  early 
starts.    The  hotel  is  specially  comfortable,  and 
including  the  ghillie  and  his  lunch  the  charge  comes 
out  at  about  a  guinea  a  day.    There  used  to  be, 
and  no  doubt  there  still  is,  a  good  cellar,  and  if  an 
angler  who  has  come  home  with  a  twenty  pound 
spring  fish  will  toast  his  luck  in  Pomeroy,  then, 
of  course,  the  hotel  bill  mounts  up.    I  confess  that 
on  such  special  occasions  I  let  it  mount,  and  only 
regretted  that  opportunities  of  doing  so  were  not 
more  frequent.    If  only  the  three  weeks  previous 
to  the  opening  day  have  been  mild  and  wet,  then  the 
month  of  February  is  nearly  always  a  good  one, 
and  provided  open  weather  continues  in  March 
then  I  think  that  month  is  the  best  of  all,  though 
80  far  as  my  long  experience  of  Deeside  is  concerned 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  bitter  frost  and  deep  snow 
are  the  prominent  features  of  an  Aberdeenshire 
March.    April — called  "  Ap-prile  "  by  the  natives — 
is  regarded  as  the  best  month  of  all,  but  though 
there  are  certainly  more  fish  then  yet  they  are  not 
such  free  risers  as  they  are  in  February  and  March. 
In  May  the  river  is  usually  getting  small — "the 
stones  come  up  out  of  the  watter,"  as  the  ghillie 
puts  it — for  the  hill  snow  has  melted  and  the  river 
becomes  dependent  on  rain,  and  the  angler  must 
resort  to  the  smallest  double-hooked  flies  and  fine 
tackle.   Of  these  the  March  Brown,  the  Blue  Charm, 
and  Jock  Scott  are  the  best. 

Throughout  April,  and  sometimes  in  the  first  part 
of  May,  hardly  a  sunny  day  passes  without  producmg 
rises  of  the  March  Brown — at  times  an  extraordinary 
sight  to  witness,  for  the  air  is  thick  with  their 
myriads,  crowds  settle  on  the  rod,  and  crowds  more 
come  blundering  into  eyes  and  ears ;  crows,  gulls,  and 
small  birds  of  all  sorts  devour  them  greedily,  while 
salmon — clean  and  unclean — sea-trout  kelts,  and 
brownies  ceaselessly  suck  them  down,  sometimes 
with  great  swirls,  at  others  with  a  barely  perceptible 
break  of  the  water.  There  is  no  better  sport  than 
to  kill  a  few  fish  on  these  very  small  double-hooked 
March  Browns,  hardly  larger  than  the  fattest  of 
the  natural  flies.  The  Dee  is  fished  with  every 
conceivable  variety  of  enticement — flies,  prawns, 
minnows,  gudgeon,  bleak,  and  even  goldfish  are 
all  pressed  into  the  angler's  service,  while  artificial 
spinning  baits  of  every  kind  are  also  used.  On 
some  reaches  the  fly  will  beat  everything,  on  other 
sections  the  baits  have  the  best  of  it,  while  some- 
times the  fly  will  kill  for  part  of  the  day  and  then 
suddenly  become  useless,  while  prawn  or  minnow 


will  be  seized  with  avfdity.  The  hotel  water  is 
well  suited  for  both  fly  and  bait,  but  the  latter 
captures  about  five  fish  for  every  two  taken  by  the 
former.  It  may  be  mentioned  than  an  artificial 
prawn  is  useless,  and  I  believe  there  is  no  record  of  any 
salmon  ever  having  been  captured  by  one,  or  by  an 
artificial  worm,  and  though  I  see  these  in  the  tackle 
shops  I  have  never  yet  met  with  any  angler  who 
would  confess  to  owning  one. 

To  describe  all  the  Dee  flies  and  tackles  is 
unnecessary,  for  aU  the  leading  tackle  makers  are 
well  acquainted  with  them.  On  certain  sections'' 
certain  flies  kill  better  than  they  do  on  others.  On 
the  hotel  water  in  the  spring  I  seldom  use  more  than 
three  sorts — the  Gordon,  the  Glentana,  and  the 
Eagles.  A  rod  of  eighteen  feet  is  necessary,  with 
stout  tackle,  and  heavy  double-tapered  reel-lines 
of  thirty  yards  fastened  to  a  "  stuffing  "•  of  one 
hundred  yards  of  any  thinner  and  cheaper  line.  For 
any  spinning  lure  I  always  use  six  swivels,  which 
effectually  does  away  with  kinking.  Wading 
trousers  are  wanted  on  the  hotel  beats,  and  I  prefer 
them  held  up  by  braces  rather  than  by  a  belt. 
The  former  arrangement  is  cooler,  while  if  one  does 
happen  to  take  a  header  the  trousers  that  are  open 
round  the  waist  fill  so  quickly  as  to  permit  some 
sort  of  attempt  at  swimming. 

The  average  weight  of  spring  fish  is  a  fraction  over 
101b. :  that  is  what  the  last  sixty-five  fish  showed  that 
I  took  before  the  end  of  April,  though  in  this  score 
there  were  fine  fellows  of  25lb.,  211b.,  and  171b., 
which  contributed  to  maintain  the  mean  weight. 

In  June,  July,  and  August  the  whole  stretch  is 
free  to  those  who  stay  at  the  Huntly  Arms,  and 
during  all  that  period  the  water  is  hardly  fished. 
My  only  August  experience  goes  somewhat  to  show 
that  this  neglect  is  hardly  warranted,  for  when 
staying  at  Huntly  Lodge,  at  Aboyne,  from  Aug.  1 1 
to  the  end  of  the  month  I  took  seven  good  fish  in 
three  or  four  "off"  days  on  which  grouse,  dogs, 
and  ponies  were  indulged  in  a  well-deserved  rest. 
Anglers  in  the  spring  are  requested  not  to  use  the 
gaff  on  kelts,  but  to  tail  them  and  return  them  to 
the  water  with  as  little  injury  as  possible.  The 
brownies  of  the  Dee,  unlike  their  brethren  of  the 
neighbouring  Don,  are  black,  lanky  creatures,  not 
worth  bothering  about,  and  the  trout  of  rivers 
whose  beds  are  chiefly  of  rock  seldom  are.  If  the 
spring  angler  wishes  to  use  gudgeon  or  natural 
minnow  he  will  have  to  take  them  with  him.  The 
latter  can  be  ordered  at  £1  a  hundred  from 
J.  Loveder,  Full  Moon,  Fishponds,  Bristol,  who  has 
a  regular  traffic  arranged  for  with  Deeside,  and 
provides  travelling  cans,  in  which  the  minnows 
usually  arrive  in  perfect  condition.  The  price  may 
seem  high,  but  in  order  to  catch  a  hundred  big 
minnows,  each  three  inches  long,  a  man  will  have 
to  catch  upwards  of  a  thousand,  and  as  they  are 
all  taken  by  hook  and  Une  it  sometimes  takes  two 
or  three  days  to  procure  a  hundred  good  ones. 
With  careful  use,  and  helped  by  the  fly  and  a  few 
prawns,  a  hundred  and  fifty  minnows  will  last  out 
a  month. 

There  is  only  one  other  piece  of  open  water  on 
the  Dee,  which  goes  with  the  Deeside  Hydropathic 
Establishment  at  Murtle,  about  five  miles  from 
Aberdeen :  it  consists  of  two  miles  of  the  left  bank. 
Sea-trout  and  finnock  angling  is  good  from  the 
middle  of  March  to  the  middle  of  May,  and  again 
in  September  and  October.  Wading  trousers  are 
necessary,  and  though  in  the  spring  this  water 
seldom  yields  a  salmon,  in  the  two  last  months  of 
the  season  it  gives  up  an  average  of  forty  fish  of 
171b.  All  lures  are  permitted,  and  there  are  six 
good  pools,  one  of  which,  "  Ardoe,"  has  the  honour 
of  having  yielded  to  the  rod  of  the  keeper  there  the 
record  Dee  fish  of  571b.  The  terms  are  three  and 
a-half  guineas  a  week,  which  includes  the  angling. 
I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  fishers  who  stay  at 
this  water-cure  establishment  are  allowed  to  con- 
taminate the  piistine  purity  of  the  pellucid  element 
with  the  wine  of  the  country,  but  I  rather  think 
that  in  the  case  of  the  anglers  it  is  kindly  pre- 
scribed for  their  use  by  the  Medical  Superintendent, 
who  considers  they  have  had  a  full  allowance  of 
water-cure  in  wading  the  river  all  day. 

{To  he  continued.) 


To  Flv  Dresskrs,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Ready, 
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SALMON  FISHING  IN  CO.  COEK, 
WITH  FUTURE  PROSrECTS. 


If  bad  was  a  fit  term  to  apply  to  the  salmon  fishing 
for  the  past  few  years  with  regard  to  the  majority  of 
the  rivers  in  co.  Cork,  super-superlatively  bad  would 
not  be  an  incorrect  term  to  apply  to  the  spring 
and  early  summer  fishing  of  the  past  season  on 
the  rivers  Lee,  Sullane,  and  Bandon,  and  that  I 
can  vouch  for  from  a  personal  and  almost  heart- 
breaking experience.  This  deterioration  too  was 
all  the  more  acutely  felt  as  it  came  on  anglers 
with  such  a  surprisingly  sudden  bound,  and  due 
not  to  unfavourable  weather,  but  to  the  fact  that 
the  rivers  mentioned  were  almost  destitute  of  fish, 
at  any  rate  until  early  in  June. 

Until  March  26  I  persistently  fished  the  river 
Bandon,  which  opens  on  Feb.  15,  out  early  and 
out  late,  and  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Castle 
Bernard  Park  portion,  together  with  the  Manch 
and  Carrigmore  preserves,  from  a  little  below  the 
town  of  Dunmanway  to  the  tidal  portion  of  the 
river  at  the  village  of  Innishannon,  which,  roughly 
speaking,  comprised  a  stretch  of  water  some  eighteen 
miles  in  length.  Not  a  "rise"  or  a  "drag"  from 
a  fish,  however,  rewarded  my  efforts,  and  to  say 
that  I  was  utterly  sick  of  the  game  would  to  my 
way  of  thinking  be  drawing  it  rather  mild.  Neither 
did  I  see  a  fish  in  the  possession  of  any  of  the 
numerous  anglers  whom  from  time  to  time  I  met 
in  my  weary  wanderings  along  the  river's  bank. 
On  this  long  stretch  of  water  I  saw  but  three  fish 
"  play,''  and  these  were  below  the  weir  at  Bandon.' 
Tempora  mutantur,  and  that  too  with  a  vengeance 
on  what  was  at  one  time  a  most  sporting  and 
prolific  stream.  I  heard  of  a  few  old  fish  being 
landed  during  the  opening  days,  and  also  later  on 
of  the  capture  of  a  few  "  springers "  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Desert,  and  may  say  that  the  advent 
of  a  marked  spring  fish  between  the  two  bridges 
which  span  the  river  in  the  town  of  Bandon 
caused  as  much  talk  as  if  it  had  been  a  whale  ! 

Utterly  disgusted  with  the  Bandon,  and  thinking 
to  mend  matters,  I  proceeded  to  Macroom  to  fish 
the  Lee  and  Sullane,  to  find  however  that  matters 
were  no  better  in  that  neighbourhood,  as  although 
I  fished  very  hard  both  the  middle  and  upper  Lee, 
principally  the  latter,  I  succeeded  in  capturing  but 
one  very  diminutive  specimen  of  Salmo  solar.  I, 
however,  met  with  and  hooked  two  others,  |to 
my  utter  amazement,  on  the  same  day  and  in 
two  continuous  pools !  The  hook  snapped  while 
playing  one,  and  I  barely  bent  the  rod  in  the 
other.  Still,  it  was  proof  positive  that  there 
were  actually  at  the  time  three  fish  in  the  river, 
which  I  honestly  confess  was  a  surprise  to  me 
at  the  time.  A  friend  on  whose  water  I  fished 
informed  me  that  for  the  season  both  he  and  his 
man  had  killed  but  nine  fish,  as  against  forty-eight 
last  season.  Others,  however,  with  even  better 
stretches  of  water  fared  even  worse. 

Over-netting  at  the  mouth  of  and  in  the  estuaries 
of  our  rivers,  the  wholesale  destruction  of  the 
gravid  fish  which  during  the  winter  months  ascend 
the  tributaries  of  the  main  rivers  in  the  delusive 
idea  that  in  the  former  they  will  be  allowed  to 
deposit  and  fertiUse  their  ova  in  peace,  together 
with  the  poisoning  of  streams,  are  the  e^ils  we 
should,  but  are  unable  to,  cope  with.  Now  with 
regard  to  the  over-netting  of  rivers,  it  is,  I  believe, 
an  undoubted  fact  that  from  this  cause  alone  the 
salmon  altogether  deserted  some  rivers  in  both 
Canada  and  Norway.  The  nets  were  then  taken 
off,  and  after  a  lapse  of  about  three  years  the  fish 
began  to  enter  them  again,  and  what  has  happened 
to  the  rivers  in  these  countries  is  liable  from  the 
same  cause  and  at  any  moment  to  occur  here.  We 
should  take  warning  from  the  lesson,  and  shut  the 
door  before,  metaphorically  speaking,  the  steed  has 
vanished. 

With  a  Government  which  treats  such  an  important 
but,  alas  !  fast  deteriorating  industry  as  our  inland 
fisheries  with  the  utmost  contempt  it  is  hard  to 
know  what  to  do  tmder  such  circumstances.  Con- 
ferences are  held  at  which  delegates  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom  assemble,  and  the  most  heroic 
measures  are  proposed  and  adopted.  Then  they 
are  forwarded  to  "  the  powers  that  be,''  by  whom. 
iV  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose,  they  are  stowed 
away  in  some  hole  or  corner  to  benefit  little  else 
but  the  larvae  of  the  ubiquitous  moth.  In  these  days 
when  smuggling  is  almost  as  extinct  an  art  as  salmon 
in  our  inland  waters  are  likely  soon  to  be  it  is  a 
thousand  pities  that  the  Admiralty  will  not  allow 
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the  coastguards  to  give  a  helping  hand  to  the  very 
meagre  stag  of  water-bailiffs,  which  the  majority  of 
our  Boards  of  Conservators  are  hard  put  to  to  keep 
on  by  reason  of  the  paucity  of  the  funds  at  their 
disposal.  Were  orders  given  to  the  coastguardsmcn 
to  patrol  the  estuaries  of  our  large  rivers muchbenefit 
would  undoubtedly  accrue,  and  the  knowledge  in 
itself  that  they  had  received  orders  to  that  effect 
would  have  a  most  deterrent  effect  on  the  at 
present  widespread  operations  of  the  poaching 
fraternity.  Now,  in  connection  with  this  measure, 
a  memorial  forwarded  to  the  proper  quarter— or 
even  ventilated  in  Parliament — through  the  medium 
of  Admiral  Jeffreys,  who  holds  the  command  on 
the  Irish  station,  and  who  in  addition  is  a  salmon 
angler  himself,  and  as  such  should  be  in  sympathy 
with  the  movement,  might  do  some  good,  and 
assuredly  could  do  no  harm. 

Quite  in  keeping  with  the  apathy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  largest  riparian 
owners  on  the  river  Lee,  individuals  who,  although 
they  derive  large  incomes  from  the  letting  of  their 
fisheries — exorbitant  indeed  compared  to  the  sport 
obtained  on  them  within  the  past  few  years — in 
the  most  suicidal  manner  possible  these  will  do 
little  or  nothing  in  a  pecuniary  sense  to  help  towards 
the  preservation  of  a  river  which  in  the  past  has 
proved  such  a  good  and  remunerating  friend  to 
them.-  Two  of  these,  whose  rental  for  three  months 
runs  into  three  figures,  gave— the  one  £2,  the  other 
£1,  towards  the  purchase  of  the  steam  launch  which 
is  of  such  vital  importance  to  protect  the  tidal 
portion  of  the  river. 

As  is  well  known,  matters  in  connection  with  the 
Lee  has  been  during  the  past  four  years  going  from 
bad  to  worse.  But  to  my  thinking  the  worst 
misfortune  which  has  befallen  the  river  is  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Robert  Dunscombe,  of  Mount 
Desert,  Cork,  of  the  chairmanship  of  its  Board 
of  Conservators.  His  letter  of  resignation  was  read 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  and  appeared  in 
the  Cork  dailies  of  November  3  ;  and  at  the  same 
meeting  the  resignation  of  another  working  member 
was  handed  in,  and  more  resignations  will  in  all 
probability  follow.  It  must  have  been  a  heart- 
breaking task  for  the  chairman  and  a  few  of  the 
other  conservators,  and  these,  too,  not  riparian 
owners,  who  staunchly  stuck  to  him  in  the  thank- 
less work  of  endeavouring  to  keep  the  Lee  up  to 
its  old-time  standard,  and  this  mainly  for  the 
benefit  of  a  set  of  niggardly  and  unsportsmanlike 
proprietors  who  declined  to  work  in  their  own 
interests  either  by  word  or  deed. 

Mainly  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Dunscombe 
and  his  staunch  allies.  Alderman  Dale  and  Mr. 
George  Haynes,  matters  in  connection  with  this 
riparian-forsaken  river  have,  within  the  past  few 
years,  been  prevented  from  going  altogether  to  the 
dogs.  When  the  first-named  gentleman  some  years 
back  accepted  the  chairmanship,  he  did  not  rest 
content  with  a  mere  nominal  fulfilment  of  the 
duties  of  the  office.  Financially  the  Board  were  in 
a  bad  fix.  as  they  were  at  the  time  in  debt  to  the 
tune  of  £350.  That  debt  has  been  cleared  off,  and 
in  addition  a  sum  of  £L30was  collected  to  keep  the 
steam  launch  going  in  the  tidal  waters,  together 
with  again  a  further  sum  of  £119  to  enable  the 
Board  to  claim  the  balance  of  £500  offered  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  towards  the  purchase 
of  a  new  launch.  Thus  during  Mr.  Dunscombe's 
chairmanship  the  Board  was  from  a  state  of  bank- 
ruptcy brought  to  that  of  solvency,  and  as  he 
(Mr.  Dunscombe),  in  his  letter  of  resignation,  says 
that  nothing  would  induce  him  to  reconsider  the 
step  which  he  has  taken,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
know  where  to  look  for  one  on  whom  his  mantle 
will  descend.  So  the  inference  is  that  the  river  Lee 
will  in  future  be  more  than  ever  at  the  mercy  of 
poachers,  who  will  scarcely  neglect  to  avail  them- 
selves of  such  a  golden  opportunity,  and  reap  a 
rich  harvest  by  plying  their  nefarious  operations 
both  in  the  estuary  and  in  the  upper  waters,  the 
more  especially  the  numerous  tributaries  of  this  un- 
fortunate and  sadly  unprotected  river,  many  of  which 
are  situated  in  out-of-the-way  and  lonely  districts. 

Now  were  the  river  Lee  and  other  rivers  divided, 
say,  into  three  sections,  and  an  open  day  granted 
during  the  week  on  each  section  in  rotation,  by  the 
lessees  and  proprietors  of  the  various  preserves  to 
all  anglers  who  took  out  a  single  rod  license  in 
the  district,  and  who  in  addition  subscribed  an 
additional  small  amount  towards  the  fund  for  the 
protection  of  the  river,  it  would  largely  increase 
that  fund  and  cause  outsiders  to  take  an  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  fishing,  which  at  the  present 


time,  I  feel  confident,  but  few  do;  With  the  same 
object  in  view  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
granting  of  "occasional  licenses"  at  the  following 
rates- Five  shillings  for  a  single  salmon  rod  for  one 
week,  and  ten  for  two.  Should  one  then  wish  to 
fish  for  a  longer  period  I  would  charge  him  at  the 
rate  of  five  shiUings  for  each  additional  week  until 
the  full  license  duty  of  one  pound  was  arrived  at, 
when  he  would  be  free  to  the  close  of  the  season. 
By  this  means  tourists,  business  men,  and  others 
out  for  a  holiday  would  willingly  pay  five  shillings 
for  a  week's  fishing  who  would  not  dream  of  forking 
out  one  pound  in  the  very  risky  sport  of  salmon 
fishing.  Numbers  would,  I  feel  sure,  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  the  privilege,  and  many  a  poverty- 
stricken  district  would  benefit  by  its  adoption. 

On  the  Blackwater  the  spring  and  early  summer 
salinon  fishing  appears  to  have  been  quite  as  bad 
as  in  the  sister  rivers  of  co.  Cork.  In  a  local 
daily  I  read  that  to  find  anything  Uke  the  past 
season  for  the  scarcity  of  fish  one  would  have  to  go 
back  over  thirty  years.  The  season,  it  says, 
opened  on  Feb.  1,  and  for  the  first  week  or  two  the 
weather  was  most  unfavourable,  the  prevailing 
wind  being  easterly.  The  wind  subsequently  went 
round  to  the  south-west,  with  the  result  that  the 
weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired  from  the 
fisherman's  point  of  view,  but  still  very  few  fish 
were  caught.  This  remark  applies  to  Youghal 
Bay.  harbour,  and  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river, 
but  it  is  said  to  have  applied  to  the  upper  waters 
also.  One  local  buyer  said  his  purchases  during 
the  time  mentioned  were  seventy-five  per  cent, 
lower  than  during  the  foregoing  season,  while  two 
others  give  the  exact  figures  as  follows: — No.  1  — 
February,  190L  78  salmon,  7471b.  ;  February,  1902, 
18  salmon,  1851b.  No.  2— February,  1901,  115 
salmon,  11081b.  ;  February,  1902,  43  salmon,  4371b. 

It  is  to  me  very  unpleasant  to  be  continually 
descanting  on  the  decadence  of  our  salmon  fisheries, 
and  in  connection  with  this  I  for  one  would  far 
rather  be  in  a  position  to  write  of  "  bent  rods  and 
tight  lines '.'-  than  the  reverse.  Bent  rods  and 
tight  lines  were,  however,  conspicuous  by  their 
absence  with  either  the  writer  or  his  many  angUng 
friends  during  the  season  now  past,  although  from 
early  in  June  there  was  a  most  surprisingly  large 
run  of  both  salmon  and  peal  into  almost  all  our 
CO.  Cork  rivers.  Where,  after  the  undoubted 
scarcity  of  fish  during  the  spring  and  early  summer, 
these  came  from,  and  what  induced  them  in  such  a 
strange  and  unhoped-for  manner  to  thus  suddenly 
run  in  such  numbers  into  our  rivers,  is  a  matter  of 
perplexity  to  many  more  than  the  writer.  The  latter, 
however,  can  vouch  for  the  fact  that  not  for  more 
than  a  decade  has  he  seen  anything  approaching  the 
numbers  of  salmon  and  peal  in  the  Bandon  as  in  last 
autumn,  and  should  this  stock  of  fish  be  adequately 
protected  during  the  winter  months,  the  Bandon 
may  in  from  three  to  four  years  time  once  more 
regain  its  former  high  reputation.  Such  a  dreamy 
in  these  days  of  poaching  and  slack  funds  for  pro- 
tective purposes,  is,  I  fear,  altogether  too  Utopian. 
The  necessary  protection  will  not  be  forthcoming, 
and  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  these  fish  which 
ascend  the  tributaries  to  spawn  will  quickly  find 
their  way  into  the  salting  tub  after  being  ruthlessly 
slaughtered  by  the  ubiquitous  and  unrelenting 
poacher.  No  punishment  or  fine  could  be  too 
severe  for  fiends  who  destroy  valuable  fish  at  a 
time  when  their  flesh  is  worthless  as  food,  and 
when  they  are  about  to  undertake  the  all  important 
function  of  their  hfe — the  propagation  of  their 
species.  If  by  any  possible  device  these  fish  were 
allowed  to  deposit  and  fertilise  their  ova  there  would, 
in  the  humble  opinion  of  the  writer,  be  no  need  of 
artificial  propagation,  with  the  risk  of  the  intro- 
duction of  some  non-sporting  or  possibly  fungoid- 
stricken  foreign  breed  of  salmon,  and  surely  the 
offspring  of  fish  indigenous  to  a  country  should  be 
more  suitable  to  the  inland  waters  of  that  country 
than  those  of  imported  ones. 

This  large  run  of  fish,  however,  came  into  our 
rivers  too  late  from  a  sporting  point  of  view,  as  the 
cream  of  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  principal  rivers 
of  CO.  Cork  is  almost  at  an  end  with  the  advent 
of  June,  April  and  May  being  the  two  most 
sporting  months  of  the  season,  so  that  as  a  matter 
of  fact  only  the  netsmen  and  upper  water  poachers 
derived  any  benefit  from  the  run.  That  important 
functionary  the  Clerk  of  the  Weather  and  the 
followers  of  Izaak  Walton  were,  it  would  seem,  at 
cross-purposes  with  one  another  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  the  past  fishing  season,  at  any  rate 
as  far  as  cq.  Cork  is  concerned,  as  when  in  the 


spring  and  there  was  fair  water,  although  not 
altogether  a  superfluity  of  it,  we  had  scarcely  any 
fish  in  the  rivers,  from  June  on  to  the  close  of 
the  season  matters  were  quite  the  reverse,  as  with 
any  amount  of  salmon  and  peal,  owing  in  a  great 
measure  to  want  of  water,  these  in  the  most 
tantahsing  manner  possible  declined  to  look  at  the 
most  tempting-looking  lures,  the  majority  it  is  to 
be  feared  within  the  next  few  months  to  fall 
victims  to  the  arts  of  the  poacher.  I  give  the 
following  instance  of  the  loss  of  sport  due  to  the 
lack  of  rain.  On  the  Arigadeen  river,  co.  Cork,  the 
writer  and  a  friend,  some  three  months  prior  to 
the  close  of  the  season  (Nov.  1),  with  no  little 
labour  and  inconvenience,  cleared  away  a  thick 
growth  of  alder  which  had  rendered  fishing  in 
many  places  an  utter  impossibility,  in  the 
fond  hope  that  by  doing  so  we  should 
obtain  a  greater  measure  of  sport  later  on< 
No  rain,  however,  of  any  consequence  having 
in  the  interim  fallen,  our  hopes  were  disappointed 
and  our  labour  was  in  vain.  Such  experiences  are, 
to  say  the  least,  vexatious. 

We  must  now  live  in  the  hope  that  the  recent 
unexpected  great  run  of  fish  into  our  co.  Cork  rivers 
will  be  followed  by  a  correspondingly  heavy  run 
during  the  opening  months  of  the  season  of  1903, 
and  that  tight  fines  and  bent  rods  will  once  more 
become  the  order  of  the  day.  That  such  may 
happily  prove  to  bo  the  case  is  the  sincere  wish  of 

Bandon,  co.  Cork.  Cherry  Brandy, 


THE  "LITTLE  WAEEIOR" 
DRY-FLY  RODS. 


One  of  the  best  testimonials  to  the  value  of  the 
"Light  Rod"  correspondence  is  the  number  of 
makers  who  are  turning  their  attention  to  the 
question.  For  instance,  Messrs.  Ogden  Smith,  of 
6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park  Corner,  London,  send  me 
a  really  powerful  dry-fly  rod  which  weighs  only 
5Joz.  to  5|oz.,  length  9|  feet.  Personally,  I  should 
prefer  a  lOJ-foot,  but  that  is  a  detail.  It  is  made 
of  very  carefully  selected  whole  cane  as  regards  the 
butt  and  middle  joint,  the  tops  being  of  greenheart, 
and  good  substantial  tops  they  are.  Messrs.  Ogden 
Smith  inform  me  that  they  have  spent  a  good  deal 
of  time  and  money  in  getting  the  ferrules  to  their 
liking.  They  are  made  of  fine  seamless  hard  white 
metal  on  the  suction  principle  with  spht  ends  and 
waterproof  metal  linings.  The  balanced  handle  is 
ISin.  long,  with  natural  cork  grip  and  universal 
fittings,  and  has  not  been  sacrificed  at  all  in  order 
to  reduce  weight.  The  rings  are  special  pattern 
steel  guard  rings  with  revolving  end  loop. 

I  am  a  great  believer  in  whole  cane  as  a  material 
for  rods,  as  it  is  so  strong  and  stiff  and  yet  light, 
and  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Messrs.  Ogden  Smith 
have  no  difficulty  in  producing  any  quantity  of 
such  really  fine  rods  practically  alike  as  regards 
action.  This  rod  is  by  no  means  a  toy,  and  I  am 
sure  one  an  ounce  or  two  ounces  heavier  and  a  foot 
longer  would  answer  admirably  for  dry-fly  fishing 
on  any  river,  and  easily  cast  over  twenty  yards  of 
line  and  kill  a  trout  of  any  weight.         R.  B.  M. 


"THE    LAW    AFFECTING  THE 
POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND 
WATERS  GENERALLY."* 

In  his  preface  to  this  most  useful  and  valuable 
book  on  a  subject  so  vital  to  the  interests  of  anglers 
the  editor  says :  "  The  object  of  this  work  is  to 
collect  the  statutes  and  cases  bearing  on  the  subject 
in  such  a  form  as  to  enable  those  interested  to 
ascertain  the  law  bearing  on  questions  that  may 
arise,  and  to  appreciate  the  changes  effected  by 
modern  legislation.  All  the  more  important  sec- 
tions of  general  statutes  deaUng  with  the  pollution 
of  water  are  therefore  set  out  in  full  with  notes 
showing  the  cases  in  which  their  meaning  has  been 
considered  by  the  courts.  Local  Acts  varying  the 
general  law  in  particular  districts  are  also  referred 
to  in  the  appendix." 

A  full  index  added  by  Mr.  R.  Alexander  Glen,  of 
the  Western  Circuit,  adds  immensely  to  the  utiUty 
of  the  work  as  a  book  of  reference  invaluable  to  all 
concerned. 

*  "  The  Law  Affecting  the  Pollution  of  Rivers  and 
Waters  Generally."  By  J.  V.  Vesey  Fitzgerald,  K.C., 
editor  of  "The  Public  Health  Act,  1875,"  etc. 
London :  Knight  &  Co.,  La  Belle  Sauvage,  Ludgate- 
hill,  E.C. 
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ANNUAL  DINNEK  OF  THE  FLY 
FISHEES'  CLUB. 
Held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Wednesday 

EVENLNG,  FeBRUAEY  18. 

The  pleasant  note  which  the  "silver-tongued 
Ghoate"  struck  at  last  year's  dinner  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Glub  had  its  echo  at  the  successful  gather- 
•  ing  on  Wednesday  night.  The  American  Ambassa- 
dor said  the  love  of  healthy  sport  bound  nations 
and  peoples  together  ;  and  the  Earl  of  Denbigh  laid 
emphasis  on  the  fact  that  fishermen  are  united  by 
a  bond  of  sympathy  which  makes  all  anglers  brothers. 
So  may  it  ever  be ;  and  certainly  such  delightful 
and  successful  functions  as  that  which  took  place 
at  the  Hotel  Cecil  will  widen  and  deepen  this  feeling 
of  brotherhood.  ' '  A  fellow  feeling  makes  us  won- 
drous kind,"  and  the  interest  which  all  present  felt 
— and  showed — in  the  "gentle  art"  will  not  only 
tend  to  help  anglers,  but  will  be  the  basis  of  friend- 
ships and  co-operation  which  may  have  far-reach- 
ing results — results  even  of  national  importance. 

Among  those  present  were : — Akroyd,  B.  N.  ; 
Allen,  E. ;  Allen,  W.  C.  ;  Armstrong,  Mr. ;  Arnold, 
H. ;  Attwood-Matthews,  B.  ;  Baden-Powell.  W., 
K.C  ;  Baily,  Chas.  ;  Bain,  A.  ;  Baldwin,  H. ; 
Barratt,  Thos.  J. ;  Barrett,  Major,  R.  M.  ;  Barton, 
C.  Steventon ;  Batchelor,  Arthur ;  Bell,  F.  J. ; 
Bennett,  H.  ;  Billinghurst,  W.  B.;  Birt,  D.  ;  Booth, 
H.  G.  C. ;  Boulenger,  G.  A.  ;  Bramwell,  S.  ;  Brent, 
A. ;  Bridgett,  W.  B,  ;  Broadbent,  G.  ;  Brown,  J.  C, 
M.I.C.E. ;  Burgess.  Gilbert ;  Burgess,  Wilson;  Burtt, 
C.  K.  ;  Carr,  W.  Copley ;  Catchpool,  C.  R. ;  Chatter- 
ton,  G.  J. ;  Clitherow,  R.  E.  ;  Clowes,  W.  A.  ; 
Coggeshall,  W.  D.  ;  Cohen,  Eustace  G. ;  Connell, 
R.  A. ;  Cook.  C.  H. :  Corbett,  E.  M.  ;  Corfe,  Cecil 
W.  C. ;  Corfe.  Robert  C.  Hardy  ;  Daniel,  J.  C.  H. ; 
Davison,  J.  B. ;  Deighton,  C.  S. ;  Denbigh,  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Earl  of ;  Dickenson,  G.  ;  Dobson,  A.  H.  ; 
Donbavand,  W.  J. ;  Drake.  C.  F. ;  Dudgeon,  E.  B.  ; 
Duncan,  W.  J.  ;  Edmonds,  W. ;  Edwards.  C.  E.  M.  ; 
Elliott,  Major  E.  H.  M.  ;  Feilding,  General  Sir 
Percy ;  Feildine,  J.  B.  ;  Ferry,  E.  A.  ;  Fetch,  C.  E.  ; 
Flint,  A.  R. ;  Forbes,  H.  Gordon ;  Francis,  J.  M.  R.  ; 
Frend,  E.  C. ;  Galloway,  W.  T.  ;  Gass,  T.  J. ;  Geare, 
J. ;  Giles,  T. ;  Gipps,  Cyril  E. ;  Grey,  T.  R.  ;  Hal- 
ford,  Ernest  S. ;  Halford,  F.  M.  ;  Hanbury,  E.  S.  ; 
Hansard,  L.  ;  Hassam,  C.  A.  ;  Hawkins,  W.  A. ; 
Henderson,  John;  Hewat,  R.  A.;  Holcombe,  A.; 
Howard,  G.  H. ;  Hewlett,  R. ;  Hughes,  Herbert  A.; 
Hutchinson,  Horace  T.  ;  James,  H.  Somers ;  John- 
son, H.  E.  W.  ;  Kendall,  E.  W. ;  Kent,  Arthur  C.  ; 
Kerton,  C.  I.  ;  Knowles-Foreman,  E. ;  Laymoore, 
A.  F.  C. ;  Lind,  A.  G. ;  Lind,  G.  McC.  ;  Low,  J.  C. ; 
Lyster,  Alfred  C. ;  Malins,  H.  S.  ;  Marston,  A.  ; 
Marston,  E.  P. ;  Marston,  R.  B. ;  Matthews,  C.  ; 
Mayo,  Lord ;  McBride.  Capt.  E. ;  McGrath.  J.  ; 
McNeill,  N. ;  Mear,  H.  ;  Millar,  James ;  Mont- 
gomery, R.  M.  ;  Moore,  John  Gray  ;  Morrison, 
W.  Thos.;  Murray,  E.  L;  Neild,  John;  Neild, 
Reginald  J. ;  Norris,  H.  F. ;  Ohlson,  F.  R.  ;  Ohlson, 

G.  H.  ;  Orton,  G.  H. ;  Paterson,  John ;  Payne,  A.  M. ; 
Payton,  C.  A.  ;  Philips,  E.  Low  ;  Pigou.  H.  L.  T.  ; 
Pmgo  Horton  W. ;  Pocklington,  E. :  Pollard, 
W.  F.  W.  ;  Power,  G.  J.  ;  Prendergast,  H.  R  ;  Rams- 
bottom,  G.  H. ;  Rawlinson,  H. ;  Repton,  Aubrey  G.; 
Reuss,  C.  K.  ;  Riches,  T.  W.  ;  Rouse,  Rev.  Aylmer ; 
Rowley,  Walter  ;  Segrave,  Col.  ;  Seligmann,  C.  G. ; 
Senior,  W.  ;  Schelling,  C.  ;  Schiff,  Sydney ;  Schon, 
E.  V.  ;  Simpson,  Alfred  T. ;  Skues,  C.  A.  M. ;  Small, 
J.G. ;  Snelgrove,  Sydney;  Spray,  Harry  ;  Taylor, 

H.  E.  ;  Thackthwaite,  T.  ;  Tivmel,  J. ;  Tomes, 
C.  S.,  F.R.S. ;  Vatcher,  Col.,  for  Mr.  Skues;  Venables- 
Kyrke,  A. ;  Vokins,  Gilbey  ;  Wade,  Charles  H.  ; 
Watney,  Daniel ;  Watney,  Denby ;  Webb,  J.  C.  ; 
'Whymper,  W.  N.  ;  Williams,  Alfred ;  Williams, 
C.  W. ;  WiUiamson,  E.  ;  Wilson,  F.  B.  ;  Wilson,  H.  ; 
Windeler,  F.  B. ;  Winsor,  Philip;  Wivick,  T. ; 
Wrightson,  R.  S. 

The  Chairman  (the  Earl  of  Denbigh)  in  pro- 
posing "The  King,"  said:  My  lords  and  gentlemen, — 
I  have  to  give  you  the  toast  which  is  first  on  our 
list  to-night,  as  it  is  first  on  the  toast  list  of  every 
gathering  of  our  countrymen — his  Majesty  the 
King.  I  am  sure  that  the  thousands  who  saw  His 
Majesty  in  the  streets  yesterday  must  have  felt 
delighted  that  he  is  once  more  in  robust  health. 
(Cheers.)  AH  subjects  of  the  King  will,  I  am  sure, 
unite  in  wishing  him  long  Ufe  and  prosperity.  I 
give  you  the  health  of  the  King. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm,  the  guests 
singing  the  National  Anthem,  the  solo  being  taken 
by  Miss  Ethel  Bevans. 

The  Chairman  then  proposed  "  The  Fly  Fishers' 
Glub."  His  lordship  said :  My  lords  and  gentlemen, — 
As  a  somewhat  young  member  of  this  old-established 
club  I  feel  to-night,  being  for  the  first  time  your 
chairman  at  this  annual  gathering,  in  a  singularly 


delicate  and  nervous  position,  because  I  have  to 
keep  in  mind  that  I  may  be  reasonably  expected, 
or  perhaps  unreasonably  expected,  to  live  up  to  the 
very  high  standard  set  last  year  by  the  occupant  of 
this  chair — the  American  Ambassador — (applause) — 
who  is  so  well  and  aptly  known  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic  as  the  "silver-tongued  Ghoate."  I 
feel  that  there  is  nothing  so  trying  as  having  a 
standard  to  which  you  cannot  possibly  attain,  and 
having  to  foUow  a  chairman  hke  our  esteemed 
friend  who  presided  at  this  function  last  year. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  even  though  it  may  be  a 
case  of  the  silver  tongue  being  followed  by  mere 
sounding  brass,  without  even  the  accompani- 
ment of  the  tinkling  cymbal,  I  have  the  com- 
forting reflection  that,  at  all  events,  I  am  in 
a  sympathetic  assembly.  (Applause.)  When 
the  devotees  of  any  particular  form  of  sport 
foregather,  there  is  usually  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  sympathy  afloat,  and  I  do  not  think  I 
am  exaggerating  when  I  say  that  amongst  fisher- 
men there  is  even  more  sympathy  than  is  to  be 
found  in  any  other  branches  of  sport.  Who  of  us 
has  not  experienced  the  delight,  on  finding  oneself 
amongst  strangers,  and  hearing  the  magic  word 
"  fish,"  of  chiming  in  and  being  received  with  open 
arms,  as  it  were  ?  And  not  only  have  we  been 
encouraged  to  join  in,  but  I  am  sure  we  have 
always  done  so  with  that  unvarying  truthfulness — 
(laughter) — which  is  the  happy  attribute  of  every 
fisherman.  One  reason  for  the  great  sympathy 
which  is  found  among  fishermen  is,  I  think, 
the    fact    that    we    are    a    much  maligned 


The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Denbigh, 
(Chairman  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Dinner,  1903.) 

race.  We  get  no  sympathy  from  outside,  and 
therefore  we  are  forced  to  seek  sympathy  from  one 
another.  A  man  who  is  not  a  fisherman  is  never 
able  to  appreciate  the  charms  of  fishing,  and  he 
invariably  looks  upon  everyone  who  fishes  as  poor 
deluded  creatures,  entirely  unable  to  appreciate 
the  joys  of  Ufe  as  others  see  them,  and  who  are 
gifted  with  what  might  be  called  "  an  inaccurate 
mind" — (laughter) — and  a  power  of  varied  and 
versatile  imagination  which  is  not  found  amongst 
ordinary  mortals.  But.  gentlemen,  we,  at  all 
events,  know  better.  We,  on  our  part,  can  say 
that  no  one  who  is  not  a  fisherman  can  appreciate 
the  real  joy  and  charm  of  finding  oneself  by  the 
water  side  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  even 
although  perhaps  the  result  of  the  day's  proceedings 
may  not  be  complete  with  regard  to  the  detail  of 
catching  fish.  ("Hear,  hear.")  To  show  the 
varied  side  of  fishing,  much  joy  can  be  found  even 
in  the  preparation  for  it.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  There 
is  considerable  pleasure  derived  from  getting  out 
one's  tackle  at  the  beginning  of  the  season.  ('•  Hear, 
hear.")  I  have  often  heard  of  joy  being  imparted 
by  the  mere  sound  of  a  reel,  and  for  myself  I  would 
much  prefer  Ustening  to  that  sound  than  to  a  German 
band  playing  "Dolly  Gray"  or  something  of  that 
sort.  ("Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.)  I  think  we 
can  thoroughly  pity  the  man  who  is  incapable  of 
enjoying  himself  when  he  is  by  the  side  of  water 
which  is  reasonably  suspected  of  containing  fish. 
("  Hear,  hear.")  Again  I  think  we  may  claim  for 
our  particular  amusement  that  it  has  magnificent 
powers  in  the  formation  of  character.  We  hear  a 
great  deal  in  these  days  of  military  training.  We 
are  told  that  every  British  subject  should  be  ready 


to  shoulder  a  rifle  in  defence  of  his  country,  and 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  men  should  be 
taught  the  virtues  of  perseverance,  of  ingenuity, 
and  also  the  powers  of  thought  and  of  observation. 
Well,  gentlemen,  as  regards  perseverance  I  do  not 
know  what  better  example  you  can  have  than 
that  of  a   man   who  sits  down  for  three  solid 
hours  opposite  a  rising  fish  and  stays  there  till 
he  gets  it.    ("Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.)    As  to 
ingenuity,  I  submit  that  there  is  great  play  for  that 
faculty  when  one  finds  oneself  in  a  thickly-wooded 
stream,  with  rising  fish  all  round,  and  one  does  not 
know  how  to  get  at  them ;  and  I  think  there  are 
few  things  that  require  more  thought  and  observa- 
tion than  the  spectacle  of  a  big  fish  rismg  when 
you  cannot  make  out  what  on  earth  it  is  rising  at. 
(Laughter.)    As  regards  stealthy  approach,  1  also 
submit  that  a  man  who  can  stalk  a  wily  trout  in  a 
chalk  stream  might  be  able  to  stalk  Brother  Boer 
on  his  kopje.  Besides  these  mihtary  quaUties,  which 
I   think  are  greatly  developed  in  the  ranks  of 
fishermen — (laughter) — other  qualities  are  brought 
out,  such  as  the  power  of  restraint  and  the  com- 
mand of  temper,  both  of  which  are  occasionally 
very  necessary.    What  is  there  more  irritating  than 
going  a  considerable  journey  in  order  to  enjoy  a 
day's  fishing  and  finding  on  getting  there  that  you 
have  left  your  reel  at  home !  ( Laughter. )  And  when 
a  contrary  wind  constantly  gets  you  hung  up, 
and  fish  are  boiling  the  water  in  every  direction, 
what  makes  you  more  angry  on  those  occasions  is 
the  knowledge  that  losing  your  temper  will  not 
make  matters  any  better.     ("Hear,  hear,"  and 
laughter. )     I  remember  a  gentleman  in  Norway,  a 
few  years  ago,  who  went  out  to  try  his  hand  with  a 
rod.     He  was  rather  a  novice  in  the  art  of  fishing, 
and  he  tried  his  hand  in  a  somewhat  difficult  place. 
After  finding  that  about  every  thu-d  throw  he 
flicked  his  fly  off,  and  that  in  the  other  two  throws 
he  invariably  got  hung  up  in  the  branches,  he  got 
so  annoyed  that  he  smashed  his  rod,  threw  the 
pieces  into  the  water,  and  went  home.   ( Laughter. ) 
The  giUies  who  were  with  him  stayed  behind,  and, 
fishing  out  the  pieces  of  rod,  spUced  them  together. 
They  fished  the  pool,  and  managed  to  catch  a  grilse. 
Returning  home  they  untied  the  spUced  rod  and 
showed  my  friend  the  two  pieces  with  the  grilse 
attached,  and  told  him  that  they  had  found  the 
broken  rod  in  the  water  with  the  grilse  on  it. 
(Laughter.)      That     was     related    m  several 
London   clubs  as  a  remarkable  instance  of  the 
voracity    of    the    Norwegian    fish.  (Renewed 
laughter.)     A    friend     of     mine    was  telling 
me   yesterday   about  his   experience  of  tarpon 
fishing.    He  related  how,  after  he  had  played  a 
1201b.  tarpon  for  a  space  of  two  hours,  a  passing 
shark  mistook  the  tarpon  for  a  sardine,  swallowed 
it.  and  made  off.    ( Laughter. )  Those  are  occasions 
^hich  require  a  command  of  temper.    Fishing  also 
calls  forth  another  quality — the  command  of  lan- 
guage.   (Continued  laughter.)  I  ask  you  to  picture 
the  gentleman  who  goes  fishing  on  a  cold  March 
day  (after  a  ten-mile  ckive  from  the  station,  per- 
haps, and  no  houses  within  reasonable  distance), 
and  after  having  waded  out  into  the  stream  finds 
that  he  has  got  upon  some  soft  mud,  that  he  is 
gradually  sinkmg,  and  that  the  water  is  slowly  trick- 
ling over  the  tops  of  his  waders.    ( Laughter. )  It 
requires  a  great  command  of  language  to  deal  with 
such  a  situation  as  that.     ("Hear,  hear,"  and 
laughter. )    Then  there  is  the  case  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  at  last  hit  upon  a  401b.  fish,  of  which  he 
has  dreamt  for  years,  and  after  playmg  it  for  some 
two  hours  in  rough  water  eventually  gets  it  to  the 
bank  in  an   exhausted  condition,   and  sees  the 
hook   carelessly  gaffed  out  of   the  fish's  mouth 
by  a  blundering  gillie.    That,  again,  is  a  situation 
in  which  great  command  of  language  is  necessary, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  even  my  friend  on  my 
left  (Mr.  Armstrong),  who  inflames  our  patriotism 
and  excites  our  indignation  so  often  by  his  editorial 
articles  in  the  Globe,  could  possibly  deal  with  it  in 
language  which  would  do  it  proper  justice,  not 
even  if  he  had  that  dictionary  of  assorted  adjectives 
which  I  believe  every  editor  has  at  his  elbow. 
(Laughter.)    I  think  nobody  except  those  who  live 
habitually  in  such  an  atmosphere  as  is  found  at 
No.  8,  Haymarket,  could  possibly  give  a  really 
descriptive  account  of  one's  feelings  on  such  an 
occasion  as  that.    Well,  gentlemen,  these  are  s^me 
of  the  charms  and  delights  of  fishing.    There  is 
also,  of  course,  the  satisfaction  of  not  returning 
with   an   entirely  emptj^   basket   to   face  cue's 
jeering  fellow-clubmen  or  one's  expectant  family. 
Of   course,   one   of    the   necessities   of    a  sue- 
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eessful    da3'"s    fishing   is   that   there  should  be 
fish    in    the    water,    and    that    I  respectfully 
submit  is  a  matter  to  which  we  pay  far  too  little 
attention  in  this  country.    (Applause.)    Last  year 
you  had,  in  the  course  of  Mr.  Choate's  most  interest- 
ing and  able  speech,  some  instructive  figures  illus- 
trative of  the  manner  in  which  our  cousins  across 
the  water  deal  with  this  question.    He  told  you 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  regard 
the  fisheries'  question  as  an  important  one — which 
is  more  than  any  Government  in  this  country  seems 
to  have  done — ("hear,   hear") — and   that  their 
Fishery  Department  is  far  in  advance  of  anything 
of  the  kind  we  have  ever  aimed  at  over  here.  He 
also  told  you  of  the  immense  number  of  fish  planted 
every  year  in  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  America,  and 
he  fairly  made  our  mouths  water  at  the  accounts 
given  of   the  pains   and   trouble   taken  by  the 
authorities  for  the  purpose  of  stocking  American 
waters  with  fish.    There  are  many  good  things 
which  come  from  America,  besides  their  silver- 
tongued   Ambassador.      We  have   the  rainbow 
trout,   for   one   thing.     ("Hear,   hear.")  There 
is    in    America    a    most    useful  organisation 
known  as  the  American  Fishery  Society,  which 
collects  statistics,  holds  conferences,  and  performs 
many  other  useful  duties  and  functions  in  regard 
to  the  furtheraliee  of  the  fishing  interests  in  that 
country,  and  the  one  regret  which  one  feels  on 
reading  its  reports  is  that  there  exists  no  such  body 
in  this  country.     ("Hear,  Hear.")    I  may  here 
mention  that  a  movement  is  on  foot  for  the  purpose 
of  endeavouring  to  establish  something  of  the  sort 
in  the  British  Isles,  and  if  you  hear  more  of  it  in 
the  near  future  I  hope  you  and  all  your  friends 
who  are  interested  in  fishing  will  do  your  utmost  to 
help  in  its  promotion.    Why  should  not  we  have  a 
Fishery  Society  in  this  country  just  in  the  same 
way  as  we  have  a  Royal  Agiicultural  Society  ? 
(Applause.)    A  society  which  could  hold  periodical 
conferences  and  take  steps  to  settle  the  many  vexed 
scientific    questions    connected  with  fish,  about 
which,  unfortunately,  we  know  so  little,  and  which 
could  do  something  to  bring  before  the  Government 
Departments  the  various  steps  which  are  needed 
to  improve  the  fisheries  of  these  isles.  ("Hear, 
hear.")    This  is  not  the  time  or  the  place  to  go  into 
details,  but  I  hope,  from  the  applause  with  which 
you  greeted  my  remarks,  that  you  will  give  your 
support  to  the  movement  for  the  formation  of  such 
a  society  should  anything  further  come   of  it. 
(Applause.)     I  was  reading  the  other  day  with 
very  great  interest  the  reports  of  the  American 
Fishery  Society.    They  have  many  curious  fish  in 
America — some  that  are  known  and  some  that  are 
unknown  on  this  side.     Amongst  those  not  known 
over  here  is  one  described  as  the  beefish.  This 
fish  weighed  171b.,  and  when  the  fisherman  who 
caught  it  cut  it  open  he  said  it  contained  a  hive  of 
bees  and  321b.  of  honey.   (Loud  laughter.)  Another 
gentleman,  by  way  of  illustrating  the  extreme  heat 
of  the  summer  last  year  in  America,  stated  that  his 
wife's  goldfish  perspired  so  freely  that  the  bowl 
overflowed,   and   the   water  spoilt    the  carpet. 
(Laughter.)    When  I  was  invited  to  take  the  chair 
to-night  and  make  a  speech,  I  asked  what  I  was 
to  talk  about,  and   I  was   told   that   I  might 
talk  any  sort  of  nonsense,  and  tell  as  many  fishing 
lies  as  I  liked,  but  I  must  not  get  on  to  contro- 
versial subjects.    Of  course,  some  of  those  I  have 
alluded  to  are  controversial  subjects.  (Laughter.) 
I  am  not  going  to  discuss  whether  goldfish  perspire 
— (laughter) — whether  the  beefish  is  to  be  found  in 
this  country,  whether  salmon  breeding  could  best 
be  improved  by  the  planting  of  ova  or  of  fry.  or 
whether  the  salmon  had  better  be  left  to  their  own 
devicsj.    I  am  not  going  to  risk  being  cut  to  pieces 
by  Mr.  Marston,  by  my  friend  ^Ir.  Cook,  or  by 
Mr.  Senior  or  any  other  learned  authorities  by 
venturing  on  such  dangerous  subjects  as  these ; 
but  I  do  say  that  there  are  many  subjects  which 
sadly  require  attention  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
fishing  in  this  country  has  been  steadily  going 
backward  for  many  years  past.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  We 
want  more  consideration  given  to   this  matter, 
and   I  hope   that   before   long   Parliament  will 
be  able  to  devote  sufficient  time  from  its  many 
labours  to  promote  some  useful  legislation  whereby 
the  fisheries  in  this  country  may  be  managed  by  a 
separate  department  of  experts  who  reallj^  know 
the  subject,  instead  of  being  treated,  as  it  is  at 
the  present  moment,  by  a  department  which  is 
practically  an  offshoot  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
("Hear,  hear.")    A  beginning  was  made  the  other 
day  in  Ireland,  for  which  my  noble  friend  Lord 


Mayo  deserves  great  credit.  ("Hear,  hear.")  A 
very  useful  conference  on  this  subject  was  held  at 
Cork  at  the  time  of  the  Cork  Exhibition,  and  the 
many  interesting  papers  that  were  read  aroused 
considerable  interest  and  showed  what  could  be 
done  in  that  way  if  the  matter  were  only  taken  in 
hand.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  example  which 
was  set  us  at  Cork  may  be  followed  in  the  British 
Isles,  and  that  something  may  be  done  towards 
not  only  disseminating  further  knowledge  on 
the  fishery  question,  but  arousing  a  real  and 
substantial  interest  in  what  is,  after  all,  a 
question  closely  connected  with  the  food  supply 
of  the  country.  (Applause.)  I  will  not  detain  you 
further.  You  have  a  number  of  other  speeches  to 
listen  to,  and  an  excellent  programme  of  music.  I 
will  therefore  conclude  by  asking  you  to  drink  to 
the  toast  of  "  Ourselves."  I  wish  long  life  and 
prosperity  to  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  tight  lines 
during  all  this  season  to  its  members,  and  I  hope 
this  will  not  be  the  last  occasion  on  which  I  shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  members  of  this 
club  at  their  annual  gathering.  (Cheers.) 

Mk.  Hedley  F.  Norris  (the  president)  was  the 
first  to  reply.  He  said:  The  toast  of  the  "Fly 
Fishers'  Club,"  which  Lord  Denbigh  has  proposed 
in  such  eloquent  terms,  is  one  in  which  we  would 
belaud  not  so  much  ourselves  as  the  art  of  which 
we  are  the  devotees.  We  all  regret  that  we  have 
not  with  us  to-night  that  eloquent  and  witty 
gentleman  the  American  Ambassador,  who  so  ably 
presided  over  our  dinner  last  year.  ("  Hear,  hear.") 
May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  reading  a  letter 
which  our  chairman  has  received  from  Mr.  Choate  ? 
The  American  Ambassador  writes  :• — 

"  American  Embassy,  London. 
"  Feb.  18,  1903. 
"  Dear  Lord  Denbigh, — I  regret  very  much 
that  a  peremptory  previous  engagement  to-night, 
before  I  heard  that  it  was  the  usage  for  the  chair- 
man of  the  last  dinner  to  attend  and  propose  the 
health  of  the  chairman  of  this,  prevents  my  coming 
to  the  Fly  Fishers  to-night  and  doing  by  you  as  I 
would  be  done  by.  I  remember  well  their  over- 
flowing hospitality  and  cordial  welcome  of  last 
year,  and  would  most  gladly  have  been  with  you 
again  to-night.  I  hope  the  occasion  will  be  a  most 
joyful  one,  and  as  they  are  so  fortunate  as  to  have 
you  in  the  chair  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  other- 
wise.— Yours  very  truly,    "Joseph  H.  Choate." 

I  would  like  to  explain  by  way  of  apology  how 
the  onus  of  the  reply  to  this  toast  has  fallen  on  my 
unequal  shoulders.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  last 
year,  Mr.  Choate  referred  to  the  gathering  he  was 
addi  essing  as  "  a  body  of  experts  presided  over  by 
one  who  is  no  expert."  The  committee  of  the 
club,  seeing  how  successful  that  dinner  had  been,  and 
reasoning  on  post  hoc,  propter  hoc  lines,  straightway 
came  back  and  nominated  me  as  the  President  of 
the  club  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months.  But,  gentle- 
men, if,  to  borrow  the  metaphor  of  another  game,  I 
am  far  from  being  a  scratch  man  as  an  angler,  my 
handicap  as  an  orator  would  be  about  fifty.  ("  No, 
no,"  and  laughter.)  The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  has  now 
been  in  existence  for  about  twenty  years,  and  it  has 
always  been  our  custom  to  hold  our  annual  meeting 
about  the  time  of  the  early  spring.  In  this  selec- 
tion of  a  date  I  think  we  are  happy,  for  we  know 
that,  as  the  poet  said,  or  meant  to  say,  "  In  the 
spring  a  young  man's  fancy  lightly  turns  to 
thoughts  of  fishing."  (Laughter.)  If  you  ask  me. 
Is  this  only  applicable  to  young  men  ?  I  reply 
that  there  are  no  old  men  among  anglers. 
It  is  one  of  the  great  advantages  of  our  art 
that  the  man  of  three  score  years  and  ten 
often  is  able  successfully  to  compete  with  the 
expert  angler  in  the  prime  of  his  life,  while  the 
figure  of  Father  Time  and  his  scythe  is  blurred  and 
dim  by  the  side  of  the  dancing  water.  Talleyrand 
said  (or  did  not  say)  "  the  man  who  does  not  fish  is 
storing  up  for  himself  a  miserable  old  age."  But 
if  we  are  to  fish,  it  is  essential  that  we  should  have 
waters  to  fish  in,  and  highly  desirable  that  there 
should  be  fish  in  those  waters  ;  but  the  outlook  in 
these  two  respects  is  not  too  encouraging.  ("Hear, 
hear.")  To  many  of  us  who  frequent  the  home 
counties  it  must  be  apparent  that  many  of  our 
smaller  rivers  are  giving  out  at  their  sources,  while 
our  larger  rivers  are  unmercifully  tapped  by  the  big 
water  companies.  Even  when  the  flow  is  un- 
diminished we  find  that  our  towns  and  cities,  big 
and  small,  are  pouring  into  our  streams  their 
sewage,  and  the  often  poisonous  refuse  of 
their   manufactures.     Our   coasts   and  estuaries 


are  grievously  over-netted,  and  the  punishment 
meted  out  to  poachers  is  usually  quite  insufficient 
to  act  as  a  deterrent.    ("  Hear,  hear.")   As  regards 
poaching,  I  confess  to  a  sneaking  liking  for  the 
crofter  or  shepherd  who,  principally  to  gratify  his 
sporting  instincts,  takes  an  odd  fish  or  two  from 
the  river  which  flows  by  his  door,  even  if  he  does 
it  with  the  leister  or  the  deck  ;  but  when  it  comes 
to  cleaning  out  half-a-dozen  miles  of  water  every 
time  the  river  gets  low,  it  is  a  wonder  that  in  the 
smaller  rivers,  such  as  those  on  the  west  coast,  a 
single  pair  of  fish  are  left  to  breed.  ("Hear,  hear.") 
I  am  convinced  that  if  a  really  representative  body 
of  men  could  be  brought  together  to  influence 
legislation  and  public  opinion  towards   the  right 
lines  much  might  be  done  to  save  and  improve  our 
fisheries.    I  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the 
Fly   Fishers'  Club  will  be  the  rallying  place  of 
such  a  representative  body  of  men.  ( "  Hear,  hear." ) 
But,    my    lords    and    gentlemen,    apart  from 
these    larger   matters,    I   claim    that    the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  as  a  social  and  sporting  institution  is 
a  success.    (Cheers.)    If  its  contributions  to  the 
literature  of  angling  are  regarded,  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  by  its  component  parts  can  claim  to  have 
kept  the  light  burning.    ("Hear,  hear.")  During 
the  last  fifteen  years  nearly  all  the  important  con- 
tributions to  angling  literature  have  emanated  from 
past  or  present  members  of  the  club.     I  need  only 
refer  to  Sir  Edward  Grey's  book  on  "  Fly  Fishing," 
to  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  book  on  "  Salmon  and 
Sea-Trout,"  to  Dr.  Ed.  Hamilton's  book  on  "Fly 
.Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Grayling,"  to  Mr. 
Cook's  book,  "The  All-round  Angler,"  to  Mr.  Senior's 
"  Waterside  Sketches,"  to  the  Marquis  of  Granby's 
book  on  "Trout,"  to  Mr.  Ed.  Marston's  "  Amateur 
Angler,"  to  Mr.  Robt.  Marston's  hundredth  edition 
of  "  Walton,"  and  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  to 
Mr.  Halford's  great  works,  wherein  the  scientific 
side  of  angling  has  been  dealt  with  as  no  other 
angling  work  has  dealt  with  it  before.  (Applause.) 
Looking  around  me  I  see  here  to-night  among 
our  guests  the  faces  of  several  men  well  known 
in  the  world   of   sport.      Far  be  it  from  me, 
in  thB  presence  of   Mr.  Horace   Hutchinson,  to 
decry  the  game  of  golf,  to  speak  despitefully  of  big 
game  shooting  before  Mr.  Lort  Phillips,  or  to  cast 
any  slur  on  cricket  before  Mr.  de  Trafford.  But 
angling  has  its  compensations  even  compared  with 
these  other  sports.    I  have  lost  many  a  good  fish, 
and  "tut-tut"  or  "bother"  have  sufficed  as  an 
outward  expression  of  the  deep  sorrow  and  annoy- 
ance felt — (laughter) — but  in  the  bunkers  of  my 
home  course  I  have  seen  the  imprints  of  the  re- 
treating footsteps  of  my  guardian  angel.    I  have  no 
experience  of  big  game  shooting;  but  ever  since 
the  day  I  extracted  a  00  hook  from  the  lobe  of 
my  ear,  I  have  felt  glad  that  the  fish  do  not,  so  to 
speak,  shoot  back.    (Laughter.)    As  to  cricket,  I 
have  spent  many  a  day  when  I  never   got  an 
innings,  when  they  persistently  refused  to  put  me 
on  to  bowl,  and  when  I  missed  the  only  catch 
which  came  my  way.     In  fishing  you  can  put 
yourself  on  to  bowl,  you  are   always   in  (in  a 
sense),  and  if  you  snatch  the  fly  right  out  of 
the  jaws  of  a  rising  fish  you  know  in  your  heart 
of  hearts  that  it  was  the  fish  which  missed  vou, 
not  you  the  fish.    ("Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.) 
In  the  club  smoking  room  there  hangs  a  Uttle  pen 
and  ink  sketch  from  Punch.    It  depicts  a  river 
flowing  by  the  high  walls  of  a  lunatic  asylum,  and 
one  of  the  inmates  regarding  a  fisherman  flogging 
the  water.   The  following  conversation  takes  place : 
— "What  are  you   doing   there?"  "Fishing." 
"Caught  anj'thing  ?  "    "No."    "How  long  have 
you  been  there  ?  "    "  Six  hours."    "  Come  inside." 
(Loud  laughter.)     Gentlemen — and    I   am  now 
addressing  our  guests  of  this  evening — the  same 
invitation,  so  far  as  you  are  concerned,  is  inscribed 
over  the  portals  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  (Cheers.) 

Mr,  R.  B.  Marston  (hon.  treasurer),  who  also 
responded,  said:  My  lords  and  gentlemen, — As 
treasurer  of  the  club  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  it  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition,  both  as 
regards  its  financial  position  and  the  membership 
roll.  (Applause.)  Indeed,  the  club  has  never  been 
in  a  more  prosperous  condition  than  it  is  at  this 
moment.  (Applause.)  I  hope  the  visitors  will 
adopt  the  advice  of  Mi-.  Norris  and  "come  inside." 
("Hear,  hear."  and  laughter.)  The  club  will 
attam  its  twenty-first  birthday  next  year,  and  I 
sincerelj^  trust  that  every  member  will  make  up 
his  mind  on  that  occasion  to  introduce  one  new 
member.  If  that  were  done  our  subscription  list 
would  be  doubled,  and  we  should  be  enabled  to 
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offer  much  greater  attractions.  Moreover,  I  think 
this  would  be  an  excellent  way  of  celebrating  our 
coming  of  age.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  The  noble  chair- 
man referred  to  the  sympathy  which  exists  among 
anglers ;  it  is  the  bond  of  sympathy  which  unites 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  ( ••  Hear,  hear." )  I  heard  this 
morning  from  my  reporter  at  Aberdeen  a  little  story 
illustrative  of  the  sympathy  existing  among  fisher- 
men. He  stated  that  an  angler  fishing  in  one  of 
the  streams  was  approached  by  the  keeper,  who 
remarked,  "This  is  private  water ;  have  you  got  a 
permit  ?  "  The  fisherman  replied  in  the  affirmative, 
and  added,  "Come  along,  sit  down  and  have  a 
smoke."  The  keeper  sat  down  beside  the  angler, 
who  gave  him  a  smoke  and  a  good  pull  at  his 
whiskey  flask.  When  the  time  came  for  the  keeper 
to  leave  he  said,  "  By  the  way,  you  have  not  shown 
me  your  permit."  "  Oh,"  replied  the  angler,  "  you 
have  drunk  that."  (Laughter.)  I  am  told  that 
the  sequel  was  that  he  went  on  fishing  all  day 
without  further  molestation.  (Laughter.)  We  are 
very  fortunate  to-night  in  having  as  our  chairman 
a  noble  lord  who  takes  so  much  interest  in  fish 
culture.  (Applause.)  It  is  a  good  many  years  ago 
since  the  chair  was  occupied  at  this  dinner  by  the 
late  Sir  James  Maitland,  who  did  so  much  for  the 
cultivation  offish.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  It  has  of  ten  been 
suggested  that  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  should  take 
waters  for  its  members.  That  matter  comes  before 
the  committee  two  or  three  times  a  year,  but  up  to 
the  present  we  have  not  felt  in  a  position  to  do 
anything.  If  we  double  our  membership  I  think 
we  might  then  be  able  to  do  something  in  this 
dii-ection.  I  am  sure  that  when  we  do  take  waters 
our  chairman  will  be  good  enough  to  present  us 
with  the  fish  necessary  to  stock  them.  ("Hear, 
hear,"  and  laughter. )  I  will  not  detain  you  longer, 
but  thank  you  in  the  name  of  the  club  for  the  kind 
Avay  in  which  you  have  received  the  toast.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  m  submitting  the  toast  of  "  Our 
Guests."  which  was  to  have  been  proposed  by 
Colonel  E.  Villiers,  said :  My  lords  and  gentle- 
men,— It  is  with  feelings  of  sorrow  and  gloom  that 
I  a,ddress  you,  for  I  stand  in  the  place  of  a  distin- 
guished officer  of  the  English  Army  and  a  pro- 
mment  member  of  this  club  who  to-night  is  a 
deserter,  ( Laughter. )  Like  the  leading  character 
in  the  opera  from  which  we  had  a  selection  just 
now,  he  was  tempted  and  fell.  The  temptation 
was  not  "  Marguerite "  ;  it  was  the  Dee,  and  to 
the  Dee  he  has  gone.  (Laughter. )  But  I  cast  these 
sad  memories  aside.  I  have  been  called  upon 
rather  suddenly  to  propose  a  very  delightful  toast, 
that  of  the  visitors,  and  it  is  my  pleasant  duty,  on 
behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  to 
offer  them  a  most  cordial  welcome.  As  we  have 
heard  already,  the  keynote  of  this  gathering  and  of 
fly  fishing  generally  is  sympathy,  and  our  .sympathy 
goes  out  to  those  visitors  who  are  here  to-night, 
and  who,  we  hope,  next  year  will  be  of  us  as 
to-night  they  are  with  us.  (Applause.)  There  is  a 
rule  of  the  club— I  might  almost  call  it  club  law— on 
this  point.  We  inveigle  visitora  here  with  the 
promise  of  a  pleasant  dinner  and  an  enjoyable 
evening,  and  at  the  psychological  moment  a  mild 
suggestion  is  thrown  out  that  they  would  be  Well 
advised  to  become  members  of  the  club  ;  and  gene- 
rally it  happens  that  after  the  annual  dinner  a  long 
list  of  nominations  of  new  members  appears  on  the 
notice-board.  Many  men  are  prevented  from  joining 
the  club  because  they  have  the  idea  that  we  are  a 
body  of  experts.  We  are  nothing  of  the  kind.  We 
are  shnply  an  organisation  of  men  interested  in  fly 
fishing.  Whether  we  are  duffers  or  clever  with  the 
fly  matters  nothing,  so  long  as  we  are  interested  in 
fly  fishing.  I  say  that  for  the  benefit  of  the 
visitors,  who  need  not  be  afraid  of  joining  us.  If 
they  have  never  caught  a  fish,  they  can  say  they 
have.  ("Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.)  We  have 
even  done  the  same  thing  ourselves  in  our  young 
days.  ("Hear,  hear.")  The  club  cannot  continue 
without  the  introduction  of  young  blood;  we  do 
not  want  to  be  a  club  of  old  fogeys.  We  have  two 
classes  of  visitors  here  to-night^men  who  fish  and 
men  who  do  not  fish,  but  are  more  or  less 
interested  in  fly  fishing.  I  may,  perhaps,  mention 
the  names  of  one  or  two.  First  of  all  we  have 
with  us  Mr.  Boulenger,  of  the  Natural  History 
Museum.  The  good  work  he  does  for  fly  fishermen 
IS  far  greater  than  anyone  knows  outside  the  British 
Museum.  ("  Hear,  hear." )  You  send  him  the  scale 
of  a  fish,  and  he  will  tell  you  whether  it  is  a  salmon, 
a  trout,  or  a  codfish— (laughter)— and  he  is  the 
gentleman  to  whom  we  appeal  for  information  as 
to  what  species  of  trout  or  sahnon  this  or  that  fish 


may  belong.    He  sets  us  right,  and  we  can  always 
rely  upon  what  he  says.    ("  Hear,  hear.")    This  is 
the  first  occasion  on  which  he  has  attended  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  I  am 
sure  you  will  all  join  with  me  in  expressing  the  hope 
that  it  will  not  be  the  last.    (Applause.)    Then  we 
have  as  our  guest  Mr.  Armstrong,  the  editor  of 
the  Globe,  who  is  not,  I  think,  a  fly  fisherman. 
There  is  not  much  fly  fishing  in  Fleet-street.  The 
only  fishing    in    Fleet-street    is    oyster  fishing. 
(Laughter.)    We  have  a  particularly  kindly  feeling 
for  Mr.  Armstrong  in  this  club,  because  he  has 
published  in  the  Globe  many  articles  by  one  of  our 
members.  Major  CarUsle.     We  are  also  favoured 
to-night  with  the  presence  of  the  Earl  of  Mayo — 
(applause)— who,  as  you  have  already  been  told,  has 
done  considerable  work  on  behalf  of  the  salmon 
fisheries  of  Ireland.  It  was  owing  to  the  exertions  of 
Lord  Mayo  that  the  Fisheries  Conference  was  called 
at  Cork,  which  we  hope  will  lead  to  an  experimental 
salmon  river  being  acquired  by  the  Government. 
("  Hear,  hear.'')   There  is  probably  no  subject  under 
the  sun  which  we  know  less  about  than  that  of 
salmon,  but  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Fishery 
Section  of   the  Agricultural  Department  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  of  Ireland  we  hope,  in 
the  near  future,  to  know  something  more  on  this 
question.    I  shall  have  the  honour  of  calling  upon 
Lord  Mayo  to  reply  to  this  toast,  and  I  can  only 
hope  that  you  will  give  him  as  cordial  a  reception 
as  he  and  those  working  with  him  gave  me  when  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  conference  at 
Cork  last  year.  Then  we  have  as  a  guest  Mr.  Baden- 
Powell,  K.C.,  who  used  to  be  a  member  of  the  club, 
and  really  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  show  his  face 
here  to-night  as  a  visitor.    ("Hear,  hear,"  and 
laughter.)     I  hope  his  presence  means  that  he 
intends   to   rejoin.     ("Hear,  hear.")     He  is  a 
gentleman  who  collected  all  the  salmon  flies  that 
Mr.  Kelson  recommended.    He  spread  them  round 
his  room,  classified  them  in  five  or  six  different 
sections,  and  said,  "  Now  I  have  got  all  the  sahnon 
flies  I  want."    He  goes  all  over  the  country  fishing 
for  sahnon  with  these  flies,  and  I  believe  he  catches 
as  many  fish  as  anyone.    What  we  have  not  the 
advantage   of    having    with    us    to-night  is  a 
Cabmet   Minister.     I   hope  next  year  we  shall 
have  half  a  dozen — (laughter) — and   then  when 
we  have  them  at  our  mercy  we  will  tell  them 
what  we  thmk  of  theii-  disgraceful  neglect  of  the 
fisheries — particularly  the  salmon  fisheries — of  the 
United  Kingdom.    ("Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.) 
I  am  afraid  they  would  go  home  sadder,  perhaps, 
but  wiser  men.     ("Hear,  hear.")     The  sahnon 
fisheries  of  Ireland  alone  are  equal  in  value  to  the 
sea  fisheries  of  Ireland.    Yet  the  Government  are 
solely  interesting  themselves  in  the  sea  fisheries, 
often  building  quays  where  they  are  not  wanted, 
whilst  hardly  anything  is  done  for   the  sahnon 
fisheries.    ("  Hear,  hear.")   I  heard  something  con- 
cerning  the   club   to-day  which  gave  me  great 
satisfaction,  because  it  pointed  to  its  enormous 
importance.    Some  humorist — he  may  be  a  mem- 
ber, I  do  not  know — sent  a  telegram  addi'essed  to 
the  "Secretary,  High  Flyers'  Club,  London,"  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  it  reached  its  destination  safely. 
("  Hear,  hear,"  and  laughter.)  It  now  only  remains 
for  me  to  thank  you  for  the  kind  way  in  which 
you  have  Ustened  to  my  few  observations,  and  to 
bid  our  visitors  a  hearty  welcome.  (Cheers.) 

The  Earl  OF  Mayo,  in  responding  for  the  visitors, 
said:  Lord  Denbigh  and  gentlemen, — Lured  here  by 
the  kind  invitation  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Feilding,  I 
have  indulged  to-night  in  the  most  delicious  and 
luscious  baits  that  you  disciples  of  the  gentle  art 
have  kindly  placed  before  me,  and  I  am  sure  I 
voice  the  feeUng  of  the  other  guests  when  I  say 
that  we  have  had  an  excellent  dinner.  We  shall 
no  doubt  all  join  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club— (applause) 
— and  whether  we  have  fished  before  or  not  we  are 
sure  to  be  successful  with  the  help  and  advice 
of  the  many  experts  who,  notwithstanding 
Mr.  Cook's  denial,  exist  in  this  club.  I  imagine 
that  the  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
do  catch  trout,  and  although  our  ambitions 
very  often  are  to  catch  salmon,  yet  we  have 
frequently  to  be  content  with  the  little  trout.  I 
am  reminded  in  that  connection  of  the  peroration 
to  a  speech  I  heard  at  a  meeting  of  a  now  defunct 
mstitution,  the  Anglers'  Club  of  Ireland.  Havmg 
praised  the  club  and  declared  that  the  members 
were  the  finest  fellows  m  the  world,  the  speaker 
said,  "I  pity  the  man  who  has  never  caught  a 
trout."  I  am  sure  you  all  pity  such  a  man.  I  now 
pass  from  these  piscatorial  peregrinations   to  a 


rather  more  serious  subject.  I  have  heard  to-night 
many  complaints  of  the  rivers  of  Great  Britain  and 
of  their  deterioration  from  a  fishing  point  of  view. 
A  report  has  recently  been  issued  by  the  Royal 
Commission  presided  over  by  Lord  Elgin,  and  it 
makes  a  fisherman  almost  cry  to  notice  on  the 
maps  attached  to  the  report  the  number  of  rivers 
coloured  black,  which  indicates  pollution  or  obstruc- 
tion. In  my  country  we  have  very  often  to  indulge  in 
what  you  on  this  side  of  the  Channel  call  agitation 
when  we  want  a  thing  done.  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  if  you  had  jjroper  organisation  here  you  could 
compel  the  Government  to  deal  with  this  question. 
A  few  evenings  ago  I  had  the  honour  of  speaking 
to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the 
matter,  and  I  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  do 
anything  on  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  the  Fisheries  of  Great  Britain.  He  rephed  that 
the  Government  were  going  to  do  nothing  tliis 
session  as  there  would  be  no  time.  I  do  not  wish 
to  enter  into  the  region  of  politics,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  unless  fishermen  have  an  organisation  to 
represent  their  interests  this  branch  of  domestic 
legislation  will  fall  through  altogether.  ("Hear, 
hear.")  The  question  is  a  very  serious  one,  for 
your  rivers  are  being  more  and  more  polluted.  My 
noble  friend  Lord  Denbigh  spoke  in  flattering  terms 
of  the  smaU  services  I  rendered  to  the  conference 
at  Cork.  It  must  be  remembered  that  in  Ireland 
we  have  a  Fisheries  Section  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  and  they  supported  me  cordially  in 
my  action.  I  do  not  see  why  the  Fisheries  Section 
of  your  Board  of  Trade  should  not  siipport  you 
in  the  holding  of  a  similar  conference  here.  They 
very  kindly  sent  one  of  their  officials  over  to  Cork, 
and  his  statements  were  most  interesting  and 
useful.  I  have  to  thank  you  again  for  the  very 
kind  way  in  which  you  have  drunk  my  health  and 
that  of  the  other  guests,  and  I  hope  you  wdll  think 
seriously  about  organising  in  the  way  I  have 
suggested.  Irishmen  will  help  you  in  the  matter 
in  every  possible  way.  There  are  many  faults  to 
be  found  with  Ireland,  but  it  cannot  be  said  of  it 
that  there  is  any  lack  of  water  there.  We  have 
got  plenty  of  water  and  some  good  fish,  and  if  you 
go  over  there  I  can  assure  you  that  you  will  catch 
plenty  of  trout  and  salmon,  although  the  latter  are 
not  so  plentiful  as  they  used  to  be.  Many  experts 
think  that  the  falUng  off  in  salmon  is  not  due  to 
poaching  or  over-netting,  but  to  causes  in  the 
ocean  of  which  we  have  no  knowledge.  I  hope 
that  before  long  something  will  be  done  to  improve 
matters.  But  without  organisation  I  am  afraid  it 
will  be  impossible  to  get  any  measures  passed  in 
the  fishing  interest.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Wilijam  Senior  then  proposed  the  last  toast 
of  the  evening — "The  Chauman."  He  said:  My 
lords  and  gentlemen, — I  was  to  have  proposed  the 
toast  of  "  The  Visitors,"  and  I  had  prepared  a 
string  of  the  best  anecdotes  I  had  ever  read  or 
heard,  and  which  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  now  work 
off.  This  is,  in  a  measure,  a  formal  toast.  Who- 
ever the  chauman  may  be,  one  cannot  indulge  in 
frivolous  jokes  in  proposing  this  toast,  which  1  am 
sure  you  wfll  on  this  occasion  diink  with  special 
heartiness.  ("Hear,  hear.")  I  agree  with  everj'- 
thing  that  has  been  said  by  the  noble  earl  and  by 
Lord  Mayo.  Their  words  were  words  of  wisdom, 
founded  upon  facts  which  we  too  little  appreciate. 
They  referred  to  questions  of  which  we  shall  have 
to  hear  more  before  very  long.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  belief  that  any  Government  at  the  present 
time  would  lift  a  finger  to  do  any  of  the  things 
which  we  have  asked  shall  be  done.  There  never 
has  been  a  Government,  there  never  has  been  a 
Cabinet,  M'hatever  party  has  been  in  power,  that 
cared  a  farthing  about  the  fisheries  of  this 
country,  except  so  far  as  they  related  to 
commerce,  and  therefore  affected  votes.  The 
wastage  of  water  in  our  rivers  is  really  the  most 
serious  question.  I  heard  to-day  that  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Mimram  had  been  actually  ploughed 
up.  It  is  the  same  with  the  Lea,  the  Colne,  and 
half-a-dozen  other  rivers  that  might  be  named, 
which  are  gradually  being  depleted  of  their  streams. 
Do  you  suppose  that  the  CTOvernment  are  going  to 
help  you  to  remedy  this  state  of  things  ?  No,  not 
until  such  pressure  is  brought  upon  them  that  they 
cannot  possibly  resist  it.  Now,  how  is  that  to  be 
done  ?  First  of  all,  by  influencing  public  opinion. 
There  are  many  of  us  here  who  have  done  oiu-  best 
in  our  small  way  to  represent  the  views  that  have 
been  so  well  brought  before  us  to-night,  but  pubUc 
opinion  has  not  yet  been  roused  on  this  question  of 
river  pollution,  water  wastage,  and  the  scandalous 
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neglect  of  our  fisheries.    That  is  the  first  thing  to 
be  done.    What  we  want  next  is  a  party  in  both 
Houses    of   Parliament  that  shall    never  cease 
working  until  this  matter  has  been  attended  to. 
We   have   with   us    to-night    two  distinguished 
members  of  the  House  of  Lords,  who  ought  to 
take  this  subject  up  and  move  frequent  amendments 
until  the  present  state  of  affairs  is  remedied.  If 
we  had  men  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  who 
kept  pegging  away  something  would  eventually  be 
done,  in  the  same  way  that  the  constant  dropping 
of  water  gradually  wears  away  a  stone.    I  must 
apologise  for  mentioning  this  matter,  because  it 
does  not  come  within  the  toast.    I  agree  with  my 
friend  Mr.  Marston  in  the  appreciation  he  has  ex- 
pressed of  the  efforts  that  our  noble  chairman  has 
put  forward  in  the  matter  of  fish  culture.  There 
have  been  earls  before  Lord  Denbigh — belted  earls, 
who  only  live  in  history,  some  of  them  by  vii'tue  of 
the  red  bloody  hand.    There  have  been  men  of 
high  renown,  of  the  bluest  blood,  and  of  great 
attainments,  but  they  do  not  live  in  the  pages  of 
history.  Our  noble  chairman  will,  I  venture  to  think, 
live  in  history  as  the  genius  who  introduced  rainbow 
trout  into  Buckingham  Palace  lake.  (Applause 
and  laughter. )    I  ask  you  to  drink  the  health  of 
those  rainbow  trout.    (Laughter.)  I  fear  they  have 
a  precarious  future  before  them,  but  the  experiment 
was    well  worth    trying.     For    myself,    I  do 
not    despair    of   living    to  see  the  day  when 
there  shall  be  a  fly  fishing  match  between  the 
Lords  and  Commons,  with  perhaps  his  Majesty  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales  as  umpires,  and  when  these 
rainbow  trout  will  be  brought  out  by  the  scruff 
of  the  neck.    (Laughter.)    One  word  as  to  the 
organisation  which  has   been  foreshadowed.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  we  have  had  fishery 
organisations  before  to-day.   My  friend  Mr.  Marston 
and  I,  and  Mr.  Pingo  Horton,  were  members  of 
the  National  Fish  Culture  Association,  which  came 
to  grief.    I  admit  that  the  time  is  now  ripe  for 
organisation.    The  little  oyster  scare  that  we  have 
had  has  assisted  in  this  direction.    Anytliing  that 
appeals  to  the  belly  of  an  Englishman  opens  his 
eyes — (laughter) — and  the  mere  fact  that  a  few 
people  have  been  poisoned  by  oysters  will  have  more 
effect  on  the  great  British  public  than  all  our 
speeches,  articles,   and    arguments    upon  river 
pollution    or    depletion.      May    I,    as    an  old 
hand  at  this  sort   of   thing,  and   as   one  who 
has   had   a   hfe-long    interest   in  it,    say  this, 
that    what    you    want,    if    organisation    is  to 
succeed,  is  to  find  the  mant    Committees  and 
councils  are  all  very  good,  but  no  organisation  has 
ever  properly  succeeded  unless  there  has  been  a 
guiding  spirit,  an  inspiration  which  dwells  in  the 
breast  of  one  man,  and  I  should  recommend  gentle- 
men who  have  this  organisation  at  heart  to  devote 
their  first  consideration  to  securing  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place  for  this  work.    ("Hear,  hear.") 
I  have  only  one  word  more.     Our  old  friend, 
"South-west,"  who,  with  "Sarcelle"  here  to  my 
left,  is  in  the  rank  of  our  oldest  angling  writers, 
sends  his  love  to  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  ("Hear, 
hear.")    I  now  ask  you  to  drink  the  health  of  the 
chairman,  and  I  hope  he  will  accept  our  sincere 
thanks  for  the  honour  he  has  conferred  upon  the 
club  by  taking  the  chair  at  this  dinner.  (Cheers.) 

The  Chajeman,  in  responding,  said :  Mr.  Senior, 
Lord  Mayo,  and  gentlemen, — The  shorthand  writer, 
who  is  taking  notes  in  front  of  me,  was  unkind 
enough  to  inform  me  just  now  that  I  had  inflicted 
mysdf  upon  this  assembly  for  a  longer  period  than 
your  chairman  of  last  year,  and  when  I  considered 
the  sad  comparison  between  the  matter  of  the  two 
speeches  I  felt  positively  ashamed  of  myself,  and 
I  can  only  make  amends  by  telling  you  now  that  I 
am  not  goiog  to  make  another  speech.-  But  I  can- 
not help  thanking  you  all  very  much  for  your  kind 
reception,  and  I  hope  this  may  be  by  no  means  the 
last  time  that  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
my  brother  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 
Mr.  Senior,  I  am  glad  to  see,  is  very  appreciative 
of  the  few  remarks  that  have  been  made  to-night 
on  the  subject  of  the  great  need  existing  for  further 
organisation  in  the  matter  of  the  fisheries  of  this 
country,  and  I  can  only  hope  that  his  powerful  pen 
and  his  great  journal  will  do  somethuig  towards 
bringing  this  matter  before  the  pubUc,  and  arousing 
that  interest  which  is  the  necessary  preliminary 
to  any  organisation.  I  do  not  think  anybody  who 
is  keen  on  fishing  can  look  with  anytliing  but 
dismay  at  the  pollution  of  the  rivers  and  the  falling 
off  in  the  fisheries  of  the  country.  Mr.  Senior  and 
Mr.  Marston  were  kind  enough  to  refer  to  my 


connection  with  the  question  of  fish  culture.  I 
feel  that  their  I  remarks  are  entirely  undeserved, 
because  they  should  have  been  addi'essed  more  to 
my  cousin,  Mr.  Feilding,  than  to  myself.  He  is 
my  right-hand  man  in  this  respect,  and  I  can 
honestly  say  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  Mr.  Feild- 
ing, who  fairly  drove  me  into  it,  I  do  not  think  I 
should  have  gone  into  fish  culture  at  all;  but 
having  now  taken  it  up  I  have  found  it  a  most 
engrossing  subject,  and  anything  which  we  can 
do  to  promote  the  interests  of  fish  culture  or 
to  assist  in  the  carrying  out  of  experiments 
we  shall  certainly  do.  (Cheers.)  I  am  much 
obliged  to  Mr.  Sanior  for  pledging  the  health 
of  the  rainbow  trout  in  Buckingham  Palace  lake. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  they  very  much  need 
their  health  to  be  drunk,  considering  the  difiiculties 
and  obstacles  they  have  to  face.  They  have,  first 
of  all,  been  put  into  a  lake  that  was  never  intended 
for  fish,  and  they  have  also  got  to  face  the 
sulphurous  atmosphere  of  London  fogs.  I  am  told 
that  if  these  fish  can  manage  to  Hve  through  the 
effect  of  the  fogs  and  the  soot  which  is  bound  to 
come  down  upon  the  water,  they  will  live  through 
anything ;  and  if  they  do  thrive  I  hope  it  will  be 
an  additional  incentive  to  gentlemen  to  provide 
sport  in  places  where  they  have  never  dreamt  of 
putting  fish  before.  I  again  thank  you  very  much 
for  your  kindness  in  drinking  my  health,  and  I 
once  more  wish  the  club  health  and  prosperity,- 
(Applause.) 


THE  "SILENT  EEEL." 


Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co.-,  137,  St.  John's-street- 
road,  London,  send  me  a  sample  of  what  they  call 
the  "  Silent  Reel.''  This  reel  is  made  with  an 
ingenious  spring  di-ag  which  acts  as  a  silent  check? 
It  is  so  fitted  that  a  mere  touch  of  the  little  finger 
releases  the  drag.     The  reel  is  made  of  metal 


The  "Silent  Reel." 


throughout,  and  can  be  quickly  taken  to  pieces 
by  removing  the  spindle  screw.  A  "Bickerdyke" 
guard  is  affixed.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  illustra- 
tion it  is  thoroughly  ventilating,  with  a  bar  drum. 
They  are  very  strong  and  very  light,  the  Sin.  size 
weighing  about  6oz.  These  reels  are  made  in  two 
sizes,, 2jin.  and  Sin.,  and  cost  3s.  9d.  and  4s.  9d. 
respectively,  and  for  the  price  are  wonderful  value. 

R.  B.  Mj 


ilofcs  from  ff)c  ^oxi^. 


If  anglers  were  all  out  of  it  on  the  two  opening 
days  on  account  of  excessive  floods  they  have  been 
in  the  thick  of  it  since,  on  the  mid-reaches  of  the 
Dee  at  least.   


For  the  four  days  up  to  Saturday  last  some  eighty- 
four  fish  were  creeled  on  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
stretch,  only  some  four  miles  of  water,  but  with 
good  holding  pools.  Of  these  Lord  Garrioch  had 
eleven,  Messrs.  King  and  Hare  eighteen.  Major 
Davidson  fourteen,  Mrs.  Davidson  three,  and  Sir 
John  Gladstone  seventeen  fish  scaling  up  to  211b. 

Monsieur  Fauld,  who  is  angling  the  Sluie  Dee 
Water,  had  a  beautj'  of  231b.,  the  top-weight  of  the 
season  as  yet,  in  addition  to  a  dozen  others  of 
average  weights.  Only  the  big  water  sections  are 
fishing  well. 


Charlie  Blacklaws,  who  has  the  run  of  the  Carlogie 
water  just  now,  for  his  bread  and  butter,  as  he  puts 
it,  says:  "I  am  not  getting  them  wholesale,  like 
the  others  hereabout,  as  the  river  is  far  too  big  for 
my  section.  Give  me  a  night  or  two's  frost  and  I'll 
be  even  with  them.  Never  saw  such  a  fine  show  of 
fish.    A  record  openmg  and  no  mistake." 


The  mysterious  and  sad  disappearance  of  Miss 
Lumsden,  Pitcaple,  Aberdeenshire,  has  called  forth 
the  deepest  sympathy  in  society  circles  in  the  north, 
where  she  and  her  family  are  so  well  known.  Every 
scrap  of  information  that  can  be  gleaned  about  the 
as  yet  futile  search  is  being  eagerly  scanned,  a-^d 
the  deepest  sympatliy  is  being  expressed  for  the  old 
Colonel  and  his  family  in  their  distress. 


The  floods  have  done  for  the  Don  this  spring  what 
the  Law  Courts  are  presently  considering.  A  fine 
head  of  spring  fish  is  now  in  the  pools  above  the 
seven  rows  of  dam  dykes.  Kintore  free  water  is 
this  year  worth  some  attention. 


The  price  of  salmon  in  the  Aberdeen  market  fell 
from  Is.  9d.  to  Is.  3d.  per  pound  on  Monday  morn- 
ing (Feb.  16).  Some  four  hundred  fish  were  on  tlie 
slabs.  This  is  cheering  news  to  the  early  spring 
angler,  and  for  the  next  fortnight  at  least  all  will  be 
well,  even  should  the  worst  happen,  bar  more  floods 
or  excessive  frosts. 


Macintosh,  Keith,  and  Mason  were  out  on  the 
Don  the  other  day  for  a  bit  of  fish,  and  failing  to 
get  what  they  wanted  unmolested  they  fell  upon 
two  watchers  and  belaboured  them.  They  are  now 
awaiting  trial  on  a  bond  of  £5  apiece. 


Last  week  a  marked  salmon — unfortunately  a 
dead  kelt — was  picked  up  on  the  bar  near  the 
entrance  of  the  river  Deveron.  Details  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  Fishery  Board  by  Mr.  Bisset,  the 
lessee.  It  measured  thirty-eight  inches  and  weighed 
161b.   


The  Misses  Parker  are  having  good  sport  on  the 
Aboyne  reaches  of  the  Dee.  Twenty-two  salmon 
were  grassed  there  during  the  opening  days. 


Last  week  a  notable  fisherwoman  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty  in  the  village  Hoperaan,  on  the  Moray 
Firth.  IJetween  forty  and  fifty  years  ago,  when 
the  "  meal  riots  "  were  in  the  air,  her  husband  was 
implicated  in  an  affray  and  sentenced  to  five  years. 
Nothing  daunted  the  young  wife  with  her  four 
months'  baby  set  out  to  seek  an  interview  with  the 
late  Queen  Victoria  at  Balmoral,  a  distance  of  some 
ninety  miles  over  hill  and  dale. 


There  were  two  of  them  in  the  same  plight.  The 
good  Queen  received  them  kindly,  heard  their  story, 
and  within  a  week  their  bread-winners  were  restored 
to  them  and  their  homes.  Mrs.  Sutherland  was 
never  tired  of  telling  of  her  tramp  to  Balmoral  and 
the  kindness  she  received  at  the  hands  of  her  late 
Majesty.  I  got  the  incident  from  her  own  lips  only 
two  summers  ago. 


The  opening  of  the  fishing  is  always  an  occasion 
for  an  extra  dram  to  celebrate  the  event.  The 
other  day  old  George  Blank  was  on  the  "war  path," 
finding  the  carriage  way  all  too  narrow.  He 
had  been  at  the  water,  and  was  making  a  zig-zag 
track  for  home  when  he  met  the  minister  (rector) 
face  to  face.  "  Oh  !  George,  George,"  remonstrated 
his  reverence,  "  I  hope  I  shall  never  meet  you  like 
this  again."  "Well,  Doctor,"  hiccuped  Geordie, 
"if  that's  to  be  the  case,  either  you  or  I  winna 
(will  not)  live  lang." 


Mr.  McKay,  London,  is  angling  on  the  Glentana 
reaches  of  the  Dee,  while  Mr.  Cresswell  has  the 
Dinnet  section  just  opposite.  McLaren  (keeper), 
writing  from  there,  says:  "We  have  few  fish  up 
here  at  present,  but  the  prospects  are  good.  March 
and  April  will  be  telling  months." 


An  old  hand  went  angling  the  other  day  on  a 
stretch  of  the  Don.  He  had  a  "pocket  pistol"  to 
keep  out  the  cold,  and  was  hardly  started  when  he 
was  accosted  by  the  keeper.  "  Have  you  a  per- 
mission ?  "  (licence).  "  Oh,  yes,"  said  the  old  chap, 
"  sit  down,  and  I'll  show  it,"  and  off  he  rattled  into 
a  discussion  of  fishy  subjects  interesting  to  both. 
Then  he  produced  the  "pistol,"  and  the  two  frater- 
nised over  it  till  it  was  time  to  move.  "  But  you 
have  not  shown  me  your  permission  yet,"  recollected 
the  keeper.  "Why,  man,  you've  swallowed  it," 
rejoined  the  old  hand,  and  the  water  was  his  for 
the  rest  of  the  day.  SpECiiL  Scotch, 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  fe. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Geneeal  Remarks.  —  The  river  is 
in  very  good  order  for  fishing,  though  it  is  rather 
clear.  Sport  amongst  roach  and  pike  has  been  very 
fair  in  many  districts,  but  the  only  large  bag  of 
roach  I  have  heard  of  came  from  Dachet  last 
Monday.  Mr.  H.  Purdue,  who  weighed  two-thirds 
of  his  take,  had  14Jlb.  of  fish,  but  there  was  no 
specimen.  Fishing  at  Kingston  and  Ditton  has 
been  very  poor.  At  Teddington  and  Hampton 
Court  plenty  of  dace  are  being  had  at  the  weirs. 
There  is  just  three  weeks  to  the  close  of  the  season, 
the  final  day  falling  on  a  Saturday,  and  to  keep  the 
river  in  nice  condition  a  day's  rain  would  be  wel- 
comed.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Ancholme  District.— Further  stocking  is  taking 
place  in  this  district.  Three  thousand  jario  fry, 
from  a  lOIb.  trout,  were  put  in  the  Bain  this  week 
at  Horncastle,  and  also  two  himdred  yearlings  up 
to  six  inches.  On  Monday  the  Ancholme  Com- 
missioners put  another  one  thousand  very  nice 
tench  in  the  river  Ancholme  at  Brigg.  Conditions 
remain  very  favourable  for  all  coarse  fishing,  as  the 
weather  continues  to  be  very  mild. — Thomas  Ford, 
Caistor. 

Avon  (Ring-wood).— Very  few  salmon  have  been 
caught  in  the  Avon  up  to  now.  On  Friday,  Feb.  13, 
Hayter,  attached  to  the  White  Hart,  caught  a  nice 
one  single  handed  at  Avon  Tyrrell  of  291b.,  making 
the  second  capture  this  season. — G.  W.  J. 

 The  salmon  season  for  the  first  week  was 

a  blank  here,  but  the  tide  has  turned,  and  two 
fish  have  been  captured  which  were  in  capital  con- 
dition. Mr.  R.  H.  Morant  landed  the  first,  a  25- 
pounder,  and  Mr.  M.  Hayter  followed  with  one  of 
291b.  in  the  Tyrrell  water.  The  river  is  considered 
in  good  order  now,  and  we  shall  doubtless  soon  have 
to  record  other  takes. — Piscatorial. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach).  —  During  the 
week,  with  less  wind,  sport  has  improved.  The 
weather  has  been  most  favourable,  spring  sunshine, 
with  blue  &ky,  and  at  this  season  of  the  year  the 
Cam  is  still  in  grand  angling  ply,  in  a  nice  clean 
condition.  The  numerous  pike  caught  have  been  up 
to  61b.  a  fish.  Numbers  had  about  forty-five  fish  in 
the  week.  Anglers  who  require  baits  give  me  a  line 
a  post  or  two  beforehand.  Roach  fishing  has  not 
been  indulged  in  only  for  live  baits.  Prospects 
all  round  good.— John  O.  George,  Beeche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Spring  weather 
has  been  experienced  for  the  last  few  days,  and  the 
river  is  in  good  condition.  Trout  are  reported  to 
be  in  fairly  good  condition,  whilst  salmon  show  an 
abundance  in  the  moorland  streams.  March  1  is 
being  keenly  anticipated  by  anglers,  but,  unfor- 
tunately, it  falls  on  a  Sunday,  so  that  fishing  will 
really  commence  on  March  2.  Very  few,  if  any, 
sportsmen  will  throw  a  line  on  Sunday,  but  if  the 
conditions  are  by  any  means  favourable  a  good 
number  will  be  out  on  Monday  week. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — It  is  a  good  many  years  since 
there  was  as  good  a  prospect  for  salmon  anglers  as 
there  is  this  spring.  During  the  open  winter  fish 
must  have  moved  up,  and  the  takings  of  the  nets 
ince  Feb.  2  show  that  they  are  still  on  the  move 
rem  the  Solway,  Rod  fishing  begun  on  Monday, 
Feb.  16,  and  on  that  day  Mr.  Collingwood  landed 
three,  101b.,  171b.,  201b.,  Mr.  Pattinson,  two,  111b., 
151b.,  and  the  Corby  Castle  keeper  one,  all  in  the 
Corby  Boat-pool.  Mr.  Rea  had  one,  111b.,  at  I  ittle 
Corby.  On  Feb.  17  the  Corby  keeper  killed  anc  r, 
and  Mr.  Scott,  one.  No  doubt  other  fish  were 
accounted  for,  the  reports  of  which  have  not  come 
to  hand.  The  river  is  now  in  excellent  order,  and 
fish  are  showing  in  all  directions. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  lower  reaches  of  this  river 
have  been  in  fine  condition  for  "pinkney"  fishing 
during  the  past  week.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  but  very  little  sport  has  been  obtained.  A 
good  flood  is  much  needed  to  get  the  kelts  down  to 
the  sea.  The  prospects  of  sport  for  the  coming 
week  are  only  moderate. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Last  Saturday  at 
Exmouth  a  fine  specimen  of  a  porpoise,  weighing 
l^cwt.,  was  caught  in  Mr.  T.  Shopter's  nets  from 
his  boat,  and  also  an  Iceland  gull — a  very  rare  bird 
in  these  parts ;  both  were  exhibited  at  Messrs. 
Mock  and  Sons.  In  the  river  pike  and  perch  fishing 
have  been  successful,  Messrs.  Shepherd  and  A.  Cleak 
catching  five  pike,  on  Feb.  14,  near  Cowley,  averag- 
ing 51b.  each,  and  another  angler  had  fourteen  fine 
perch,  weighing  101b.  Near  St.  David's  Station 
Messrs.  Hawkins,  Tees,  Collins,  and  Owen  have 
caught  some  pike.  Mr.  Street  had  one  of  91b. 
At  the  Lime  Kilns,  in  the  canal,  Messrs.  Graf 
(two)  and  Mr.  Nicholls  had  six  pike,  best  fish 
just  over  61b.    In  the  Great  Western  Canal,  near 


Halburton,  Messrs.  Shapley,  Jackman,  and  Routley 
caught  ten  pike,  best  fish  81b. — Red  Palmer. 
Fen  District  (South  Lines  and   Cambs). — 

Fishing  in  the  Fen  country  is  remarkably  good.  It 
would  be  difficult  very  likely  to  imagine  a  better 
state  of  things  than  exists  in  the  chief  roach  dis- 
tricts. The  drains  about  Outwell  are  yielding 
well,  it  is  said,  and  good  baskets  follow  the  use 
of  the  worm.  Several  places  on  the  Middle  Level 
Drain  have  afforded  good  sport.  The  Forty- 
foot  is  proving  the  source  of  a  good  supply 
of  both  roach  and  pike.  Pike  anglers  have  done 
well  with  the  live-bait.  The  best  luck  appears  to 
have  been  had  about  Swineshead,  Hubbert's 
Bridge,  and  all  the  way  towards  Billingborough. 
Several  fish  of  good  proportion  have  been  noted, 
one  scaling  101b.  and  another  91b,  A  capital 
bag  of  pike  was  made  by  a  local  fisherman  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Billingborough,  his  best  fish  being 
over  lOJlb. — Limpet. 

Prensham  Pond  (Parnham,  Surrey).  —  Mr. 
Bellingham  has  taken  a  nice  pike  weighing  111b. 
The  fish  are  feeding,  and  many  just  a  trifle  under 
have  been  secured. — G. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  Lea  is  running  bright 
again,  the  north-east  winds  having  assisted  to 
bring  about  this  result,  and  roach  are  likely  to  be 
found  rather  shy.  Frosts  have  also  been  ex- 
perienced, and  pike  and  perch  ought  to  feed.  The 
latter  fish  are,  however,  now  rather  heavy  in  spawn, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  anglers  will  return  as 
many  as  possible.  Perch  fishing  in  the  rented 
waters  of  the  Anglers'  Association  closes  at  the 
end  of  the  present  month,  and  it  would  be  well 
for  those  fish  if  the  season  came  to  a  finish  then 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Lea.  Before 
the  river  became  clear  enjoyable  sport  with  roach 
was  met  with  in  several  districts,  notably  at  Hert- 
ford and  Ware.  One  angler  during  the  past  week 
is  credited  with  the  capture  of  150  roach  between 
Ware  and  Hertford,  his  best  day  being  forty  fish. 
Other  angl  ers  have  had  good  catches,  and  early  in 
the  present  week  nice  sized  roach  were  taken  at 
Hertford,  where  also  a  trout  of  about  31b.  was 
landed  and  restored  to  liberty  again.  Pike  have 
been  principally  taken  at  Broxbourne.  Should 
calm  weather  prevail  I  anticipate  some  good  sport 
this  week-end. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Anglings 
Society's  Waters). — The  pike  fishing  in  these 
waters  is  now  excellent,  most  anglers  having 
catches  of  three  or  four  fish,  of  an  average  weight 
of  3Jlb.  each.  Some  very  fine  roach  have  been 
landed  during  the  week. — P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  either  fly  or  worm  fishing.  The  weather  is  now 
beautiful  for  the  time  of  year,  the  sun  shining 
every  day  has  brought  out  some  natural  flies,  and 
the  fish  take  them  well.  Angling  has  not  been 
brisk,  anglers  preferring  to  get  ready  for 
March  2,  the  opening  of  trout  season,  but  a  few  rods 
have  tried  Iron  Blue,  Red  Palmer,  February  Red 
and  Olive  Dun,  and  some  nice  grayling  have  been 
landed.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good,  and 
good  sport  should  be  had  in  this  part.  The  Pinsley 
is  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

Lug'g',  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingfsland). — 
Rivers  are  in  fair  order,  and  some  days  grayling 
rise  pretty  freely  ;  others  they  are  very  sulky.  Best 
flies  are  Blue  Dun,  February  Red,  Olive  Dun,  Red 
Palmer,  Dark  Willow,  and  Red  Tag.  Weather  has 
been  fine,  and  during  the  middle  of  the  day  spring- 
like, bringing  out  at  times  a  fair  sprinkling  of  duns, 
etc.  Appearances  are  favourable  for  sport  in  the 
coming  week,  also  for  the  opening  of  the  trout  sea- 
son the  week  after,  on  March  2. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Circumstances  were  par- 
ticularly favourable  for  pike  fishing  at  the  end  of 
the  season  here,  and  some  exceptionally  good 
catches  were  made.  In  the  Orton  district,  fishing 
on  Thursday,  Mr.  Bennett  captured  a  splendid  pike 
of  91b.  lOoz.,  and  Mr.  W.  Hollis  one  of  81b. ;  Mr. 
McGardiner  also  secured  a  fine  specimen  of  111b. 
Fishing  between  Nassington  and  Oimdle,  Mr.  Jolley, 
Peterborough,  caught  four  good  pike,  the  largest 
weighing  16^1b.  Several  good  specimens  have  been 
secured  in  the  Thrapston  disti'ict,  ranging  in  weight 
from  91b.  to  131b.  Near  the  Town  Bridge,  Peter- 
borough, on  Saturday,  a  fine  perch  weighing  over 
21b.  was  caught  by  Mr.  T.  Steward,  Peterborough. 
— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — No  rain  having 
fallen  during  the  last  week,  the  river  is  running 
clear,  with,  however,  a  nice  head  of  water.  The 
bed  of  the  stream  has  altered  very  little  this  winter, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  very  heavy  fioods,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  same  reason  may  have  been  favour- 
able to  spawning  fish.  Fly-fishing  doings  at  present 
are  quiet.  One  rod  took  eight  trout  (largest  lloz.) 
a  few  days  ago  on  the  public  water.  The  netting, 
however,  still  continues,  and  is,  of  course,  fatal  to 
good  sport  with  the  rod. — Heron. 


Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— We  have  been  having 
a  grand  time  among  the  pike  this  last  week  here. 
The  water  keeps  in  thorough  good  condition  and 
colour.  Largest  fish  during  the  week  131b.,  and 
several  101b.  and  111b.  Roach  fishers  also  for 
specimens  should  embrace  this  opportunity  as  they 
are  feeding  well  on  lobs.  Mr.  Watson,  on  Feb.  18, 
caught  eleven  fish,  largest  7Ib. — A.  Scard. 

 (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  in  good  condition 

still,  but  the  cold  snap  that  set  in  last  Thursday 
(Feb.  12)  has  taken  the  roach  right  off  the  feed. 
Despite  this  I  have  weighed  in  for  our  society — Mr. 
G.  R.  James,  one  pike,  151b.  loz.,  Mr.  M.  O.  Noble, 
one  chub,  41b.  13|oz.,  and  one  tench,  21b.  IS^oz., 
Mr.  J.  Weatherby,  one  pike,  141b.  Should  the  tem- 
perature become  milder  and  fixed  there  is  some 
splendid  sport  in  store  for  us. — Edward  Collinson. 

 (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  in  very  good 

order  for  pike  fishing ;  several  decent  fish  have  been 
landed  just  lately ;  chub  have  also  been  on  the  feed. 
The  present  colder  weather  will  now  make  the  pike 
very  keen. — C.  Radwell. 

Plymouth. — All  ardent  fishermen  are  looking  out 
for  the  "First,"  although  some  have  been  taking 
advantage  of  the  mild  spring  and  open  rivers  by 
fishing  on  Feb.  1,  as  per  the  Act.  The  trout  are  in 
very  good  condition  for  this  time  of  the  year.  The 
February  Reds  and  both  male  and  female  March 
Brown  are  taking  well.  The  waters  are  in  good 
order,  and  I  hear  that  the  lodgings  and  various 
apartments  are  quite  ready  for  the  fishermen.— 
William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanjrmy- 
nech). — Mild  and  springlike  weather  again  prevailed 
in  this  neighbourhood  up  to  Tuesday  night,  when 
there  was  a  slight  hoar  frost,  followed,  however,  by 
brilliant  sunshine  throughout  the  whole  of  the  next 
day,  and  of  which  anglers  took  advantage  of  to  cap- 
ture grayling,  which  are  still  fairly  numerous  in  the 
Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  and  as  yet  in  pretty  good  condi- 
tion, although  the  season  is  rather  far  advanced ; 
in  the  Tanat  they  are  allowed  to  be  taken  all  the  year 
round  for  fear  they  should  in  time  to  come  crowd 
out  the  trout  for  which  this  river  is  so  noted. 
Owing  to  a  continuance  of  the  mild  weather  anglers 
have  been  enabled  to  enjoy  good  sport  in  these 
streams  with  pike,  chub,  perch,  roach,  dace,  and 
other  coarse  fish.  No  salmon  have  yet  been  taken 
by  anglers  in  the  Severn  or  its  tributaries  in  this 
vicinity,  and  the  local  fishermen  with  nets  have 
only  succeeded  in  capturing  one  which  weighed 
141b. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Water  very  clear,  but 
weather  colder.  A  large  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  sport  as  a  rule  has  been  very  slow. 
Roach  have  been  biting  very  shyly.  The  North-Eaat 
Brothers  fished  a  match  on  Feb.  15,  and  six  prizes 
were  taken,  but  bags  were  very  small.  A  few  pike 
have  been  taken,  both  spinning  and  live  baiting ; 
the  best  fish,  one  of  8Jlb.,  being  taken  by  Mr.  A. 
Webber,  a  local  angler. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — The  weather  during  the  week  has  been 
all  that  could  be  wished.  Warm,  springlike  days, 
but  a  touch  of  frost  in  the  early  mornings  outside 
the  city  and  town,  and  yet  anglers  are  grumbling. 
Rivers,  although  cleared  of  weeds  and  debris,  are 
too  clear  for  successful  sport.  More  rain  is  wanted, 
we  say,  to  cloud  the  water  a  bit,  but  an  angler  ought 
to  be  able  to  get  fish  in  fairly  clear  water.  For 
roach,  now  fish  on  the  bottom  with  fine  tackle  and 
far  off,  the  same  with  chub.  If  fish  won't  come  to 
you,  go  to  the  fish.  Many  men  are  born  anglers  and 
can  get  good  bags  in  almost  any  condition  of 
weather  and  water  ;  many  are  duffers,  that 
expect  fish  to  take  their  bait,  but  they  take 
their  own  hook  after  casting  a  sly  glance  at  the 
proffered  lure.  Reports  from  rivers  are  not 
grand.  The  Ouse  has  yielded  a  few  pike  from  the 
upper  reaches,  and  at  Barcombe  a  few  small  pike 
and  roach  have  been  taken.  My  Brighton  corre- 
spondent does  not  give  me  any  notes  respecting  the 
lower  portion  of  the  Ouse  or  Cuckraere,  so  tliink 
there  is  nothing  to  report.  -A.  few  good  roach  have 
been  taken  from  the  Adur  near  Henfleld,  and  a  pike 
of  4|-lb.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  trim.  The 
record  of  the  week  is  six  pike  of  from  21b.  to  41b.,  a 
perch  of  lilb.,  and  small  bream  and  roach.  The 
fourth  victim  of  the  mayoral  banquet  at  Win- 
chester from  typhoid  fever  was  Mr.  E.  Douglass 
Godwin,  who  was  clerk  to  the  city  magistrates  and 
registrar  to  the  County  Court.  His  attack  was  a 
severe  one,  and  he  never  recovered  strength  to 
leave  his  bed. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (M".  Devon).  —  Cold  winds,  and  few  fish 
taken.  I  saw  a  dozen  a  few  days  ago,  but  fish  are 
not  eager  to  take  the  fly.  Should  the  wind  sliift  to 
a  warmer  point  good  sport  may  be  expected. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  fine  and 
warm,  with  smi  shining  all  day,  and  suitable  for 
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anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  good  few  rods  have  been 
on  the  river  and  have  used  fly  and  bottom  baits. 
The  fish  have  been  rising  well  this  week,  as  there 
has  been  a  good  few  natural  flies  on  the  river  at 
midday,  and  both  grayling  and  trout  have  been 
taking  them  eagerly.  The  flies  used  are  the  Iron  Blue, 
Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  FeVjruary  Red,  Olive  Dun, 
and  some  very  nice  lots  of  grayling  have  been  landed. 
Bottom  fishing  amongst  dace,  roach,  and  chub  has 
been  successful,  and  good  dishes  of  them  have  been 
landed  with  worm  and  maggot.  Several  nice  trout 
have  been  hooked  and  landed,  but  returned  to  the 
water,  and  they  appear  to  be  in  fair  condition  and 
improving.  The  prospect  for  sport,  if  we  get  no 
change,  is  very  good,  and  nice  dishes  of  fish  will  be 
taken  in  this  part  with  the  fly.  On  Monday  and 
Tuesday  some  good  grayling  were  taken  with  fly. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  nmning 
clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in  good  fishing  order.  The 
trout  are  moving  in  them  at  the  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  district  is 
still  in  good  fishing  order,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level.  The  weather  has  been  in  every  way  suitable 
for  fishing,  with  bright  siinshiny  days  which  has 
brought  out  a  good  few  flies,  and  the  fish  rise  at 
them  well  during  the  middle  of  the  day.  Angling 
has  not  been  brisk,  but  a  few  anglers  have  been  out 
after  grayling  with  Iron  Blue,  Olive  Dun,  February 
Red  and  Red  Palmer,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been 
landed.  Trout  are  in  a  fair  condition  and  they 
promise  some  good  sport  by  the  opening  of  the 
season  if  we  get  no  snow  to  spoil  the  water.  The 
Rea  and  Kyre  are  clear. — Wobcesteb. 

Torcross  Ley  (S.  Devon). — Water  in  good  con- 
dition. Sport  good.  One  gentleman  caught  thirteen 
good  pike  in  two  days,  besides  landing  a  large 
quantity  of  rudd. — W. 

Tyne,  Nortli  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Kivers. — There  is  little  to  report  from  the  Tyne 
this  week.  I  know  several  rods  that  have  been  out, 
and  a  few  kelts  have  been  hooked,  and  of  course 
returned ;  fresh  rim  fish  are  few.  The  Coquet 
during  the  past  week  has  fished  fairly  well.  I  am 
informed  thirty-three  bull  trout  have  been  killed 
on  the  Federation  waters  between  Felton  and  Wark- 
with,  prawn  and  fly  being  the  lure.  I  believe 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Northumbrian  Anglers' 
Federation  will  be  held  on  Feb.  24,  when  it  will  be- 
come known  the  good  work  our  worthy  secretary, 
Mr.  Harbottle,  has  influenced  for  the  benefit  of 
us  Tyne  anglers. — Henby  A.  Mtjbton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  87,  Grev-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Witham,  etc.    (Mid    and    North    Lines).  — 

Sport  has  been  very  good  on  the  Witham.  Business 
has  been  very  brisk  among  pike  about  Bardney, 
51b.  and  61b.  fish  having  been  quite  common,  some 
even  rurming  up  to  71b.  and  91b.,  one  even 
touching  13 Jib.  One  or  two  good  fish  were 
got  from  the  Old  Barlings  river,  but  not  much 
has  been  done  on  the  other  tributaries-  Roach 
fishing  has  also  been  good  between  the  bridges 
at  Bardney  and  on  the  Sincil  Dyke.  The  chief 
attraction  at  Boston  has  been  the  good  reports 
of  pike  fishing  on  the  Hob  Hole  drain,  particularly 
at  Old  Leake  and  East  Ville.  Several  captures  have 
been  got  on  the  Bellwater  drain.  On  the  Mount 
Pleasant  drain  chief  attention  has  been  devoted  to 
roach,  but  sport  has  been  very  inconsistent  both 
there  and  on  the  drains  in  the  Cowbridge  district. — 
Luoi. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks), — The  Yorkshire  rivers  are  all  running 
in  very  nice  trim.  We  have  had  another  week  of 
mild  springlike  weather  during  the  day,  bvit  at  nights 
there  has  been  frost,  and,  as  expected,  many  rods 
have  turned  out,  and  in  some  instances  some  very 
good  resu^lts  are  to  hand.  The  Yore  is  in  very  fair 
trim,  and,  with  the  remarkably  genial  weather, 
a  few  of  the  early  flies  have  been  seen  flying 
about.  Grayling  still  keep  in  good  condition 
in  the  higher  reaches,  and  some  nice  fish  are  taking 
both  fly  and  worm.  The  following  flies  have  been 
found  to  kill  a  few  brace  of  fish  :  Dark  Needle,  Early 
Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Snipe  and  Purple.  In 
the  deeps  at  Middleham  a  few  nice  pike  have  been 
caught.  In  the  lower  reaches  at  Masham,  Ripon, 
and  Boroughbridge  some  nice  baskets  of  mixed  fish 
have  been  caught  with  the  little  red  worm  and 
maggot.  Angling  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Nidd 
has  been  quite  at  a  standstill  at  Pateley  Bridge  and 
Knaresborough,  but  in  the  district  of  Ribston  Park, 
Walshford  Bridge,  and  Cattal  a  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  very 
fair  amongst  the  coarse  fish.  On  Saturday  Mr.  D. 
White  had  fine  sport,  his  basket  containing 
about  111b.  of  mixed  fish.  Mr.  J.  Fenwick  had 
fine  sport  amongst  the  grayling  on  Wednesday, 
his  basket  containing  eleven  fish  all  about  Jib. 
each,  the  fish  taking  maggot.  A  few  pike  have 
been  taken  at  Cattal,  but  none  have  run  to  any 
large  weight.  Not  much  doing  on  the  Rye  and 
Derwent  in  the  upper  reaches.    This  river  is  now 


running  very  clear.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
last-named  river  pike  fishing  has  been  very  fair  in 
the  district  of  Malton  and  Stamford  Bridge. 
The  river  Swale  is  affording  very  nice  sport 
amongst  the  grayling  at  Richmond  and  Cat 
terick  ;  the  water  has  been  low  and  clear,  and 
some  nice  panniers  of  fish  have  been  taken 
with  worm  and  maggot.  In  the  lower  reaches  at 
Ainderby  and  Brafferton  pike  fishing  has  been 
very  fair,  the  fish  running  well  just  now.  Several 
small  ones  have  been  caught  with  live  bait, 
also  with  spinning  bait.  From  the  River  Wharfe 
in  the  lower  reaches  at  Collingham,  Wetherby, 
and  Boston  Spa,  some  nice  baskets  of  mixed 
fish  have  been  landed — roach,  dace,  and  gray- 
ling taking  the  little  red  worm  freely.  The 
Ouse  at  Bishopthorpe  and  Acaster  has  also 
been  fishing  well  during  the  last  few  days.  Last 
week-end  some  fine  baskets  of  roach  and  dace  have 
been  got,  the  most  successful  rodsters  being  Messrs. 
Walton  and  McConkey.  At  York,  on  Feb.  14, 
the  Melbourne  Angling  Society  held  their  annual 
dinner  at  the  new  headquarters,  the  City  Arms, 
Cattle  Market.  There  was  a  very  good  attendance, 
of  members  and  friends  who  enjoyed  a  well-served 
dinner,  provided  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loadman.  After 
dinner  a  smoker  was  held,  presided  over  by  Mr.  G. 
Armour,  supported  by  Councillors  Anderson,  Moss, 
and  Richardson.  Mr.  W.  Pattison  was  vice-chair- 
man. The  toast  list  was  as  follows :  The  King, 
Queen,  and  Royal  Family  ;  the  Chairman  ;  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  Reserve  Forces,  proposed  by  Mr.  Rhodes, 
responded  to  by  Mr.  Davis ;  Visiting  Friends,  pro- 
posed by  Mr,  Pattison,  responded  to  by  Mr.  Coun- 
cillor T.  Anderson,  supported  by  Councillors  Moss 
and  Richardson.  Riparian  Owners,  and  gentlemen 
giving  permission  to  fish,  was  proposed  by  the 
chairman  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Pattison.  Success 
to  the  Melbourne  Angling  Society  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  B.  Oglesby,  and  responded  to  by  the  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  G.  Blanchard.  The  vice-chairman 
proposed  the  health  of  the  host  and  hostess.  Mr. 
Loadman  responded.  The  following  gentlemen 
contributed  to  the  harmony  of  the  evening : — 
Mr.  Councillor  Richardson,  Messrs.  Rhodes,  Atkin, 
Leonard,  Ferry,  Crow,  Mills,  and  Oglesby.  The 
same  night  the  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling  Club 
had  their  annual  at  the  Pack  Horse  Hotel,  York. 
Mr.  A.  H.  Fletcher  presided  over  a  good  attendance, 
including  Mr.  J.  G.  Butcher,  K.C.,  M.P.  Mr.  E. 
Taylor  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  following  toasts 
were  given — The  Army,  Navy,  and  Volunteers; 
Success  to  the  Club;  Riparian  Owners;  The 
Health  of  the  Donors  of  Prizes ;  The  Host 
and  Hostess.  A  number  of  excellent  songs  were 
given  between  the  speeches.  The  yearly  meeting  of 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  will  be  held  at  the 
Royal  Station  Hotel,  York,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  25. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  board  will  do  something 
towards  helping  the  coarse  fishermen  for  enjoying 
sport  with  their  lines,  nets  and  rods — many  I  know 
never  catch  a  trout. — John  E.  Milleb,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Deveron. — The  rod  and  net  fishing  season  on  the 
river  Deveron  opened  on  Feb.  11,  under  very  un- 
favourable conditions.  There  was  a  heavy  fall  of 
snow  on  the  day  previous  to  the  opening,  which 
put  the  river  into  very  high  flood.  Owing  to  the 
state  of  the  water,  the  salmon  fishermen  who  com- 
menced in  the  early  morning  had  difficulty  in 
keeping  their  nets  in  the  water,  and  they  caught  no 
fish.  During  the  day  the  river  continued  to  be  in 
spate,  and  only  six  fish  were  landed,  of  an  average 
weight  of  91b.,  the  heaviest  scaling  about  121b. 
Since  the  removal  of  the  cruive  dykes  over  sixty 
fish,  ranging  from  81b.  to  201b.,  have  been  killed 
on  the  opening  day.  The  fish  caught  were  of 
exceedingly  good  quality.  Several  kelts  taken  in 
the  nets  were  returned  to  the  water.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  week  and  the  beginning  of  the 
present  the  daily  yield  of  salmon  from  the  river  has 
not  improved.  The  sea  has  been  so  exceedingly 
rough  along  the  sea  coast  that  the  fishermen  were 
unable  to  get  out  the  bag-nets  at  the  various 
stations  until  Tuesday  last.  The  river  has 
been  too  much  in  flood  for  successful  rod  fishing. 
On  the  1 3th,  a  fisherman  picked  up,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  a  kelt  salmon  with  a  small  silver  plate 
marked  6632a.    It  measured  38in.  in  length,  and 


Trout  flies  for  coming  season.  Large  stocli  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  flue  gut,  Is.  6cl.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  i  Miller 

Telephone  2C01),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 

treet,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Pisoator,  Leeds." 


weighed  161b.  Ex-Provost  Bisset,  lessee  of  the 
fishings,  sent  the  information  to  the  Fishery  Board 
for  Scotland.  The  Inspector,  Mr.  Calderwood,  in 
acknowledging  it,  informs  Mr.  Bi.sset  that  the 
salmon,  a  male,  was  marked  at  Ardmeallie,  Rothie- 
may  fDeveron),  on  March  28,  1902,  and  at  the  time 
it  was  a  kelt  weighing  lOlb. 

Garry  and  Loch  Oich.  —  Fourteen  fish  were 
landed  by  Mr.  Pilkington  and  party.  River  in  good 
ply. — HisoN. 

Loch  Ness  (Fort  Augustus,  N.B.) — The  opening 
week  this  season  has  Vjeen  the  most  successful  of 
recent  years.  Fishing  from  Chisholm's  Hotel  on 
Feb.  11,  Mr.  .J.  B.  Wright  landed  three  salmon, 
201b.,  201b.,  and  101b.  Mr.  Malcolm  had  four,  con- 
sisting of  a  twenty-five  pounder,  and  three  others 
weighing  141b.,  111b.,  and  61b.  respectively.  On 
Feb.  12,  Mr.  Wright  had  one  221b.,  and  Mr. 
Gordon  two,  14Jlb.  and  9Jlb.  On  the  13th, 
Mr.  Wright  had  one  19*lb.  ;  and  on  Feb.  14, 
Mr.  Wright  had  two,  lllb.  and  lOJlb,  and 
Mr.  Gordon  one  lOJlb.  On  Feb.  17,  Mr.  Wright 
had  one  ll|lb.,  and  Mr.  Gordon  one  221b. 
The  catch  of  other  anglers  from  the  village  is 
as  follows: — On  Feb.  11,  Miss  Rankin,  Lovat 
Arms,  had  two,  251b.  and  171b.  ;  Mr.  Eraser, 
Foulis  House,  landed  a  perfect  beauty  of  251b  ;  and 
Major  Molyneux  Seel,  Metnnaardoch  Lodge,  had  one 
211b.  On  Feb.  12,  Miss  Rankin,  one,  131b.;  Mr. 
R.  M.  Campbell,  Rose  Cottage,  one,  171b.  ;  and 
Major  Seel,  one,  201b.  On  Feb.  13,  Major  Seel, 
one,  201b.  ;  and  Miss  Rankin,  one,  14|lb.  On  Felj. 
14,,  Mr.  Eraser,  one,  101b.  ;  and  Mr.  R.  M.  Campbell, 
one,  201b.  Feb.  16  was  a  blank  day.  On  Feb.  17, 
Mr.  Eraser,  one,  lOJlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  one. 
201b.  From  Invermoriston  and  Foyers  I  hear  good 
reports  of  sport. — Hison. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  Inverness-shire). — 
The  fishing  on  Loch  Ness  opened  on  Feb.  11  under 
favourable  conditions.  After  the  storms  of  wind 
and  rain  which  have  been  so  much  in  evidence 
during  the  past  month,  Feb.  1 1  dawned  clear  and 
bright,  with  a  nice  westerly  wind  blowing.  The 
loch  was  very  high,  but  on  the  whole  anglers  have 
been  fairly  successful.  Fishing  from  Foyers  Hotel 
on  Feb.  11,  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Eraser,  Glasgow,  killed  two 
salmon  weighing  231b.  and  10|lb.  respectively,  and 
Mr.  David  Reid,  PoUokshields,  one  sea-trout  of 
6|lb.  On  Feb.  12,  Mr.  Eraser  landed  a  fresh-run 
salmon  of  181b.,  and  Mr.  Reid  one  of  lllb.  On 
Feb.  13  Mr.  Eraser  had  two  salmon,  one  8  Jib.  and 
one  71b.,  and  Mr.  Reid  one  of  81b.  On  Feb.  14 
Mr.  Pigou,  Dartford,  landed  a  very  nice  salmon 
weighing  171b.,  Mr.  W.  J.  McLean,  Inverness,  one 
of  lllb.,  and  Mr.  Overbeck,  Inverness,  one  of  91b.  — 

S.  TiLSTON. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.)— On  Feb.  12,  on 
Loch  Tay,  Mr.  J.  Holder,  Remoney  Lodge,  killed 
a  salmon  of  171b.  On  Feb.  13,  on  the  river  Lyon 
hotel  water,  Mr.  W.  Knight  killed  a  salmon  of 

191b.--W.  I^NIGHT. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Feb.  14  Mr.  S. 
Berger,  London,  landed  a  salmon  of  171b.;  Mr.  H. 
Collett,  London,  one  of  91b.  On  17th,  Mr.  S.  Berger. 
one  of  151b. ;  Mr.  C.  Wheen,  one  of  171b.  On  18th, 
Mrs.  S.  Berger,  one  of  91b. ;  Mr.  C.  Wheen,  one  of 
161b.— H.  Knight. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — A  record  opening  has 
been  experienced  on  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Dee 
between  Banchory  and  Aboyne.  The  fish,  however, 
are  not  into  the  Glentana  and  upper  sections  in  anj' 
numbers  as  yet,  but  the  prospects  are  good,  and 
with  decent  weather  March  and  April  should  be 
record  months  there.  The  lower  waters  are  yielding 
fairly  well,  and  a  good  head  of  fish  are  pushing  up. 
Or  -  he  Ballater  section  a  few  clean  fish  have  been 
oh  ved  in  the  pools,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Millar,  Mr. 
Artinur  Bristowe,  and  Mr.  H.  Reid,  London,  are 
picking  one  out  now  and  again  on  the  Invercauld 
section,  while  Mr.  Wilcox,  Ireland,  is  doing  the 
same  on  the  Monaltrie  fishings.  On  the  Glentana 
section  Mr.  Mackay,  London,  and  on  the  Dinnet 
section,  Mr.  Cresswell,  have  not  yet  made  much  of 
it,  but  every  day  now  their  chances  are  improving. 
On  the  Aboyne  section,  Mr.  C.  O.  Hall  landed  seven 
fish  on  Friday  (Feb.  13)  scaling  from  71b.  to  lllb., 
and  one  of  7Jlb.  on  Saturday  (Feb.  14),  while  Mr. 
Smith  had  one  of  121b.  and  three  of  71b.,  Sib.,  and 
91b.,  and  Mr.  Parker-Rhodes  one  of  l^lh.  and  four 
of  61b.,  7Jlb.,  7^1b.,  and  81b.,  while  Mr.-Barnett  had 
one  of  121b.  and  the  Misses  Parker  three  of  average 
weights  on  the  hotel  water.  Some  twenty-two 
fish  were  creeled  on  the  Aboyne  section  during 
the  opening  days — the  best  start  for  many  years. 
On  the  Dess  water,  Major  Davidson  creeled  six. 
scaling  from  61b.  to  121b.,  four  ranging  from  61b. 
to  101b.,  and  four  from  61b.  to  lllb.  ;  while  Mrs. 
Davidson  had  three  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  101b.  to  her 
own  rod.  On  the  Carlogie  water,  Charlie  Black- 
laws  had  two  of  6^1b.  and  101b.  On  the  Kincardine 
water,  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell,  ;  London,  creeled  five, 
ranging  from  71b.  to  131b.,  .two  'of  81b.  and  101b., 
and  two  of  71b.  and  81b.    On  Ballogie,  Mr.  Edmund 
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King  creeled  three  of  61b.,  101b.,  and  151b.,  five 
ranging  from  51b.  to  151b.,  and  three  of  61b.,  71b., 
and  171b.  ;  while  Mr.  S.  Hare,  who  shares  the 
water,  had  two  of  81b.  and  101b.,  and  also  con- 


tributed to  Mr.  King's  bag.  On  the  Borrowstone 
water.  Lord  Garrioch  had  one  of  101b.,  two  of  71b. 
and  8lb.,  two  of  71b.  and  101b.,  and  mx,  scaling  from 
filb.  to  81b.  On  the  Sluie  section.  Monsieur  Achillo 
Fould  had  two  of  71b.  and  81b.,  seven  fish  ranging 
from  71b.  to  231b. — the  last  weight  being  the  record 
fish  of  the  season  as  yet — and  two  of  81b.  and  101b.  ; 
while  Sir  John  Gladstone,  onBlackhall  Castle  water, 
has  had  seventeen  fish,  scaling  from  61b.  to  21Ib. ; 
making  a  total  of  eighty-four  fish  for  some  five  or 
so  miles  of  water,  the  like  of  which  has  seldom,  if  ever, 
been  done  before.  On  the  Woodend,  Cairnton,  Inch- 
marlo,  Durris,  and  Park  waters  sport  has  also  been 
good,  and  will  steadily  improve  as  the  river  subsides. 
On  the  Culter  section  good  sport  has  been  got  since 
the  opening  by  Mr.  Chalmers,  Aberdeen,  and  friend. 
The  season  opened  with  one  small  fish,  and  three, 
four,  and  five  of  average  weights  have  been  got 
daily  since.  On  the  Drum  water  some  good  sport 
has  also  been  had  by  Messrs.  Gordon,  Aberdeen, 
and  others.  On  the  Dee  tidal  waters  Messrs. 
Jamieson,  Robb,  Arthur,  Banks,  and  others  are 
.  having  baskets  of  three,  four,  five,  and  upwards 
of  fine  fresh-run  finnock  with  every  tide.  The  Don 
has  been  all  too  heavy  and  black  since  the  opening 
for  anything  like  sport,  but  there  is  a  good  head  of 
fine  spring  fish  Ln  the  mid-refiches  and  past  the 
dykes,  so  a  good  spring  season  is  a  certainty  when 
once  the  river  gets  into  good  condition.  The  free 
waters  of  Kintore  and  Inverurie  are  worth  looking 
after  this  j'ear.  The  Ythan  and  Ugie  do  not  open 
till  March  1.  The  North  and  South  Esk  open  on 
the  28th.  On  the  Nairn  some  good  sport  has  been 
had  since  Feb.  11,  and  the  prospects  of  a  successful 
season  are  now  assured.  On  the  Beauly  the  river 
was  too  flooded  for  the  opening  days,  but  since 
then  two  nice  salmon  were  creeled  on  Thvirsdav 
(Feb.  12)  of  91b.  and  lOlb.,  while  Hon.  B.  C. 
Maxwell  and  the  Messrs,  Cameron  are  making 
excellent  baskets  of  finnock.  Later. — Sport  con- 
tinues steadily  on  the  increase  and  more  general  as 
the  river  gets  into  better  and  better  ply.  Lord 
Penrhyn's  keeper  had  forty  fish  for  the  opening 
week  up  till  Tuesday,  the  17th,  an  unprecedented 
start  in  the  annals  of  even  Dee  angling,  On  the 
Kingcausie  section  Professor  Cash,  Aberdeen,  seven- 
teen fish  for  the  first  three  days  of  the  season,  of 
which  Mr.  Garden,  Aberdeen,  had  six,  and  not  on 
Drum  section,  as  previously  reported.  Don. — The 
river  is  gradually  getting  into  good  fettle.  On  the 
Pilmedden  water  Mr.  Lindsay's  keeper  creeled  "first 
blood  "  in  a  beauty  of  lO^lb.  On  the  Grandholm 
water  the  Countess  of  Suffolk's  rods  (two)  have  had 
several  daily  since  the  floods  began  to  subside.  On 
the  Arudilly  (Spey)  water  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland 
had  two  fish  of  141b.  and  161b.  on  the  14th  inst. 
General  Lord  Methuen  is  at  Delfur  Lodge,  Speyside, 

for  the  spring  salmon  season.  G.  M. 

South-East  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers 
open  their  angling  season  on  Wednesday  mirning 
first,  and,  should  the  present  weather  hold  good,  the 
waters  will  be  in  the  best  of  ply  for  the  rods.  The 
fly  should  be  the  most  likely  lure  in  the  opening 
week,  and  there  is  nothing  better  than  the  Border 
Brown  or  the  Grey  Turkey.  Spring  salmon  rarely 
show  themselves  in  the  pools,  and  one  never  knows 
when  they  are  likely  to  get  a  hold  on.  The  fishermen 
report  that  some  fish  have  been  seen  going  up  the 
rivers  during  the  past  fortnight.  On  the  English 
side  of  the  Sol  way  the  netting  for  salmon  opened 
last  week,  but  few  of  the  fishermen  have  been  out. 
They  are  busy  getting  their  nets  in  order  now. 
The  salmon  netting  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the 
Solway  opens  on  Wednesday  first.  A  few  diseased 
salmon  have  been  seen  in  the  rivers  during  the  past 
week,  and  it  is  reported  that  a  number  of  salmon 


seized  with  the  fungus  have  been  taken  out  of  the 
Esk  and  buried  by  the  water  bailiffs.  In  the  Annan 
and  Nith,  as  also  in  the  Galloway  rivers,  very  few 
fish  are  at  all  touched  with  the  disease.  Those  that 
are  so  affected  are  the  fish  that  have  already 
spawned.  The  weather  is  very  mild  this  week. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  river  is  now  settling 
down  to  its  normal  size,  and  is  in  good  fishing  trim. 
The  past  few  days  have  seen  a  good  few  enthusiastic 
anglers  at  the  river-side  for  a  short  time,  but  owing 
to  the  somewhat  cold  weather  the  fish  will  scarcely 
rise  to  the  fly.  Anglers  are,  however,  confident  that 
they  have  a  good  season  in  the  future,  for  it  is  not 
doubted  but  that  clean  salmon  in  large  numbers 
got  up  the  river  during  the  recent  floods.  As  usual 
at  the  opening  of  the  season,  there  are  a  good  many 
kelts  in  the  river.  On  the  Arudilly  water,  on  this 
day  week,  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland  killed  a  salmon 
of  141b.  weight,  this  being  the  first  fish  killed  on 
this  part  of  the  water  this  season. — J.  M. 

Tomdoun  Hotel  (Inverness-shire). —  Fishing  on 
Loch  Loyne,  Mr.  Broadbent  landed  a  specimen  pike 
of  201b.,  which  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Malloch,  Perth, 
for  preservation. — Hison. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  daring  the  past  week  has 
been  gradually  coming  into  ply,  but  is  still  a  foot 
too  high  for  good  sport.  If,  however,  the  weather 
does  not  change,  it  should  be  in  capital  order  by 
Friday  (Feb.  20).  The  river  at  present  is  simply 
alive  with  fish  in  the  Stanley  district.  Fishing 
Upper  Stanley  beat  on  Feb.  16,  Mr.  Alex,  von  Heyder 
and  Mr.  Blandyll  landed  two  salmon  of  251b.  and 
141b.  On  Lower  Stanley,  on  Feb  12,  Mr.  Alex,  von 
Heyder  and  Mr.  Harry  Anderson  killed  one  salmon 
of  161b.  On  Feb.  14,  Mr.  von  Heyder  had  one  fish  of 
191b.;  and  on  Feb.  17  another  of  201b.  Mr.  Chas. 
Biskin,  fishing  Benchill  water  on  Feb.  13,  killed  two 
salmon  of  231b.  and  141b.  ;  and  on  Feb.  16,  one  fish 
of  241b.  Fishing  Battleby  water  on  Feb.  13,  the 
boatman  landed  two  salmon  of  22Ib.  and  181b.  ;  on 
Feb.  10,  one  of  171b.  ;  and  on  Feb.  17,  one  of  161b. 
Upper  Reaches. — On  Birnam  Hotel  water,  on  Feb 
16,  Mrs.  Cesari  had  a  nice  salmon  of  201b.  On 
Logierait  Hotel  water,  on  Feb,  16,  Mr.  A.  Smith  had 
a  salmon  of  91b.  ;  and  on  Feb.  17,  another  of  151b. 
Fishing  the  Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel  water  on  the 
Tay,  on  Feb.  16,  Mr.  Chalmers  killed  two  salmon 
weighing  16|lb.  and  18Jlb. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  rivers  are  now  in  excellent  trim  for  salmon 
angling,  but  so  far  the  results  have  been  very 
disappointing.  After  so  many  nice  floods  during 
the  close  time,  it  was  anticipated  there  would 
have  been  a  good  stock  of  spring  fish  The  fly 
fishing  did  not  yield  much  sport,  nor  has  the 
minnow  as  a  lure  proved  much  more  successful  this 
week.  On  the  Ladykirk  water  last  week  Mr. 
Sherriff  Norham  had  one  salmon  of  6^1b.  ;  and  on 
the  Lennell  stretch  Mr.  Bramwell  had  two  salmon 
of  16Jlb.  and  71b.  On  the  Carham  water,  on 
Feb.  12,  Mr.  Perkins  had  one  of  71b. ;  and  on  Feb.  13, 
Miss  Nancy  Perkins,  one  of  81b.  On  the  Hendersyde 
water,  on  Feb.  13,  Mr.  Marris  had  three  salmon,  91b., 
81b.,  and  61b.  ;  on  the  14th,  one  of  61b.  On  Feb.  16, 
Mr.  C.  Marris,  one  of  81b.,  Mr.  T.  Marris  two,  of  81b. 
and  71b.,  also  landing  a  pike  of  51b.  On  the  17th, 
Mr.  T.  Marris,  one  of  71d.  ;  on  the  18th,  Mr.  T.  Marris, 
one  of  lOlb.,  also  landing  two  pike,  41b.  and  31b. 
On  the  Ednam  House  water,  on  the  18th,  Mr.  .las. 
Tait,  one  of  61b.  On  Floors  Upper  on  the  14th,  Mr. 
Stewart,  one  of  81b. ;  and  on  the  16th,  Mr.  Jas.  Steel 
landed  two  bull  trout  of  81b.  and  3  lb. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — Continuous 
floods  for  the  last  six  weeks,  the  Armchair  of  Lough 
Inagh  being  almost  covered  up  till  Feb.  13;  but 
water  has  now  fallen,  and  the  river  is  getting  into 
order  for  fishing.  Very  little  spring  fish  up  to  the 
present.  The  spent  salmon  are  now  passing  the 
sea-pool. — Jock  Scott. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  is  now  nice 
and  spring-like,  and  trout  rise  freely  between 
11  o'clock  and  4  p.m.  on  the  dams.  Last  Saturday, 
on  Trooper's-lane  dam,  Mr.  Charles  Littlewood 
creeled  six  trout  up  to  |^lb.,  and  a  few  brace  were 
killed  on  Marshallstown  dam.  The  Lagan  is  low 
and  clear,  and  a  bit  of  a  fresh  is  much  wanted. 
The  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  has  arranged  for  a 
trouting  competition  at  tlie  Clough  on  Easter 
Monday  next,  when  the  Hunter  Challenge  Cup  will 
be  fished  for.  This  club  has  now  a  membership  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty,  including  no  fewer  than 
five  peers  of  the  realm.  ^ J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  in  good  fishing 
order  during  the  week.  Mr.  J.  .Jameson,  on  Lower 
Careysville,  Feb.  9,  two,  121b.  and  141b.;  Feb.  12, 
one,  231b.  ;  Feb.  14,  one,  281b.  On  Upper  Careys 
ville,  Mr.  W.  Jameson,  Feb.  8,  two,  161b.  and  171b.  ; 
Feb.  11,  one,  171b.  ;  Feb.  12,  three,  91b.,  KJlb.,  121b.  ; 
Feb.  13,  one,  171b.  Mr.  Hamilton  Stubber,  Feb.  13, 
three,  lUb.,  15lb.,  and  241b.;  Feb.  14,  three,  121b., 
141b.,  251b,     At  Ballyhooly   Mr.  Starky,  two,  on 


Mocollop;  Major  Breeks,  Fob.  16,  one,  241b.; 
Fob.  17,  one,  174lh.  ;  Mrs.  Breeks,  one,  141b. 

Boyne  (Navan).— The  season  opened  on  Feb.  12 
with  weather  all  tliat  could  be  desired,  and  river  too 
low  for  February.  Fair  sport  is  being  had.  On  the 
Blackwater  tributarj',  Mr.  Sclator  lias  killed  four 
good  (ish  from  151b.  to  231b.,  and  had  a  tussle  for 
one  hour  and  a  half  with  a  large  fish  hooked  foul, 
which  he  ultimately  lost.  On  Upper  Black  Castle! 
Messrs.  Francis  Ley  and  (Japtain  Tomu-sson  had 
nine  fish  of  2511).,  231b.,  221b.,  2llb.,  211b.,  20lb., 
161b.,  121b.,  and  lUb.,  in  the  first  five  days.  On 
Lo  wer  Black  Castle,  Mr.  i5f)ylan  and  the  fisherman 
had  four  fish  of  26lb.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  151b.  each. 
On  Slane  Castle  they  have  had  two  of  1 71b.  and 
101b.  I  cannot  hear  of  any  others  being  taken. — 
Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— Rain  has 
been  falling  heavily  at  intervals  in  this  locality 
during  the  past  week,  and  in  consequence  the  river 
is  yet  high  and  discoloured,  T.  Gilroy  (keeper),  was 
the  only  angler  out  one  day  only,  when  lie  landed  a 
nice  fresh  run  salmon  weighing  1  lib.,  on  Feb.  16. 
A  good  show  of  clean  run  salmon  was  in  the  river, 
and  as  soon  as  the  water  becomes  lower  good  sport 
should  be  had. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— On  March  1  the  Black- 
water  and  the  Ballinderry  open  for  trout  fishing. 
At  time  of  writing  both  rivers  are  running  down 
fine,  so  that  a  big  flood  would  be  required  to  start 
the  season  in  good  form. — J.  A.  B. 

Killarney. — Though  the  conditions  have  become 
niore  favourable,  sport  continues  poor  in  this 
district.  Salmon  are  supposed  to  be  numerous,  and 
probably  flies  will  soon  account  for  many  of  them. 
— T.  J.  D.  !  - 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Water  has  been  in  nice  order 
during  past  week,  and  salmon  anglers  have  had 
good  sport.  On  Clashaneur  Mr.  J.  O'Brien  five, 
141b.,  141b.,  101b.,  91b.,  91b.,  and  A.  W.  Allen,  one, 
91b.  On  Fargus  Hon.  W.  A.  Orde-Powlett.  Fob.  13, 
one,  91b.;  14th,  two,  71b.,  111b.  On  Ardrum  Mr. 
Sam  Haynes,  15th  inst.,  three,  91b..  121b.,  131b.; 
18th  inst.,  one,  lllb.  ;  Seymour  Swales,  15th  inst., 
one,  131b.,  and  Lieut.  Dewar,  R.N.,  14th  inst.,  one, 
13ilb.  On  Lee  Mount,  Rev.  Father  Kent,  one,  91b. 
— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Iiennan  (co.  Donegal).— This  early  salmon  river 
opened  on  Feb.  1  with  plenty  of  clean-run  fish  in 
it ;  in  fact,  they  were  in  it  before  Christmas.  The 
river  has  toned  down  into  good  order.  Colonel 
Mansfield  and  Mr.  D.  J.  Ed  wardes  opened  the  season 
with  several  salmon  up  to  91b. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Cnrraue  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  poor,  though  the  weather  has  been 
favourable  enough.  Only  two  salmon  have  been 
had  since  last  report — viz.,  one  of  9|lb.,  by  Tom 
Sullivan,  and  one  of  8^1b.,  by  Mr.  McMullen.  Some 
good  brown  trout  have  been  taken  by  anglers  while 
trolling  for  salmon.  Lake  falling,  and  will  soon  be 
in  nice  order. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  are  fairly 
good  now,  some  very  heavy  consignments  having 
been  shipped  in  the  past  week  to  cross-Channel 
markets  and  Billingsgate.  All  the  tributaries 
entering  the  lough  open  for  trout  fishing  on  March 
1.  Trout  have  been  noticed  rising  in  most  of  these 
for  the  past  fortnight. — .J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — River  in  good  order,  with  south 
winds  and  a  fair  run  of  fish.  Fishing  the  weirs 
during  the  week  fourteen  spring  fish  from  121b.  to 
181b.  were  had.  Angling  during  the  week  was  bad 
owing  to  high  water.  River  just  coming  down. 
Expect  good  fishing  on  river  and  lough  as  there  is  ii 
good  run  of  fish.  Trout  fishing  for  the  week  was 
fair,  some  nice  baskets  being  taken  on  the  lower 
reaches. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Callen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  now  getting  into  good  order  for  flj-. 
Mr.  Hearn,  on  Feb.  13,  lost  a  clean  fish  after  cjuite 
half-hour's  play,  the  fish  getting  fouled  on  the  rocks. 
Several  kelts  were  got  and  gave  good  sport.  Some 
good  trout  were  got  during  the  week,  largest  3^1b. 
Both  loughs  have  fallen  a  few  inches.  On  Feb.  13 
and  14,  Mr.  Starkey  got  four  pike,  81b.,  101b.,  Idlb., 
211b.  The  present  fine  weather  is  sure  to  improve 
sport. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  water  is  falling 
daily,  and,  if  the  present  rate  of  decrease  continues, 
a  very  large  number  of  the  pools  will  soon  be  in 
fishable  order.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  F.  Milburn  killed 
one  salmon,  541b.  On  Newgarden,  the  fishermen 
killed  one  salmon,  lllb. — John  Enright  &  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Dingle. — On  a  couple  of  days  fair  sport  was  had 
at  pollack  in  this  district,  but  no  heavj'  fish  were 
had.  Fishing  again  suspended  owing  to  rough 
weather  and  a  very  high  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — A  little  spell  of  spring  weather  has 
improved  things  a  bit,  and  fishermen  have  been 
having  a  better  time.    Some  nice  pollack  were  taken 
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last  Tuesday  with  tlie  imitation  whitebait,  and  they 
were  in  good  condition.  A  few  race  pollack,  the 
large  black  backed  ones,  have  been  caught  at  the 
Kennies  ;  these  were  taken  with  the  rag  worm  on  the 
gimp  spinner,  which  is  a  favourite  bait  for  these 
large  fish  ;  they  are  the  same  as  the  coalfish  in  the 
north.  Large  whiting  and  tubs  formed  the  majority 
of  a  good  basket  from  the  offing,  by  one  of  the 
hookers,  and  they  sold  for  good  prices.  The  bass 
are  still  feeding  well  and  afford  good  sport  for  the 
rod  fishermen,  both  in  the  Hanioaze  and  the  Catte- 
water. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Pollack  fishing  has 
commenced  here,  but  sport  has  not  been  good  so 
far,  though  the  weather  and  water  conditions  have 
been  favourable. — T.  J.  D. 


Jlssociaf  ions 

(Special  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

The  committee  met  on  Friday  last,  when  your 
applications  were  entertained  and  grants  made. 
Since  last  report  I  have  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  £3  9s.  from  the  box  of  the 
Blenheim  Angling  Society.  A  competition  will 
be  held  at  St.  Margaret's  on  March  22,  and  Messrs. 
Wade  (Central  Association)  and  Woodruff  (Anglers' 
Association)  have  kindly  consented  to  act  as  joint 
secretaries.  Under  such  auspices  the  committee 
confidently  anticipate  a  great  success.  The 
collecting  of  prizes  is  left  to  me,  and  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  from  intending  donors  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  a  good  list  may  appear  on  the 
bills.— W.  H.  Baeber,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's 
Bush.    ^ 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

The  members  of  this  society  devoted  their 
Wednesday  evening  meeting  to  the  consideration 
of  the  recent  oyster  scare,  and  were  successful  in 
secm-ing  the  assistance  of  experts  to  enable  them 
to  deal  effectively  with  the  subject.  Mr.  J. 
Wrench  Towse,  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company, 
occupying  the  chair.  The  subject  was  opened 
by  Mr.  W.  Pearson  Coleman,  the  manager  of  the 
Faversham  Oyster  Company,  by  a  carefully  pre- 
pared paper  describing  the  changes  that  had 
arisen  in  the  course  of  years  in  the  mode  of  obtain- 
ing, breeding,  and  fattening  of  oysters  for  the 
market,  mode  of  storage  and  sale,  pointing 
out  the  great  change  resulting  from  the  open- 
ing out  of  railway  carriage  displacing  the 
old  cutter  carrier,  which  delivered  the  freshly- 
dredged  oyster  direct  to  the  buyer  without  the 
necessity  which  then  arose  for  their  storage  in 
pits  and  shore  layings.  The  speaker  distinctly 
attributed  the  presence  of  the  objectionable 
bacteria  to  sewage  contamination  in  storage  pits 
and  shore  layings.  He  denied  the  possibility  of 
such  contamination  reaching  the  oyster  in  "the 
deeper  water,  going  fully  into  this  matter  as  re- 
lating to  the  Kent  and  Essex  shores  in  relation 
to  the  discharge  in  the  Barrow  Deeps  of  the 
sludge  from  the  sewage  of  London,  which  he 
described  as  being  thoroughly  swept  away  by 
the  strong  ebb  down  the  broad  channels  to  the 
North  Sea.  Specimens  of  the  Whitstable  native 
and  of  the  Irish  oyster,  and  of  the  mode  in  which 
the  spat  and  young  oyster  were  collected,  added 
interest  to  a  very  exhaustive  treatment  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  speaker  winding  up  by  stating  that  all 
pits,  ponds  and  shore-lays  should  be  abolished.  Mr. 
Harry  Gann,  of  theSeasalter  Oyster  Company,  ex- 
pressed his  entire  concurrence  with  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Coleman,  and  urged  strongly  that  the 
sewage  must  be  dealt  with,  not  only  for  the  sake 
of  the  oyster  and  the  fish  not  gutted  in  the 
cooking— whitebait,  sprat,  etc. — but  on  the  broad 
general  grovmd  of  health,  and  urged  the  need  for 
interference  by  Government  to  secure  this  object. 
Mr.  Sankey  then  as  a  representative  of  the  London 
County  Council  explained  at  some  length  the 
mode  of  disposal  of  the  sludge,  dwelling  upon  the 
extreme  care  taken  that  it  should  be  so  delivered 
from  their  steamers  as  to  go  on  the  sea  without 
the  possibility  of  its  reaching  the  shores.  The 
small  towns  on  the  Kent  and  Essex  coasts  he 
declared  to  be  the  offenders,  voiding  as  they  do 
their  sewage  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
the  beds.  Dr.  Targett  Adams  then  went  into 
matter  of  typhoid  epidemic,  urging  that  the 
tracing  of  enteric  trouble  to  oysters  is  no  new 
thing.  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Coleman  that  the  pits 
should  be  done  away  with,  and  states  that  the 
typhoid  bacillus  does  not  multiply  in  the  oyster, 
and  that  seven  to  fourteen  days  in  clean  salt 
water  effectually  disperses  it.  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
then  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Pickup,  the 
following  resolution  :  "  That  in  view  of  the  serious 
report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  dated 
Jan.  21,  1903,  which  was  presented  on  Jan.  '27 
to  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Corporation  of 


London,  and  of  the  alarming  agitation  regarding 
the  danger  to  public  health  by  the  consump- 
tion of  shell-fish  procured  from  sewage-polluted 
grounds,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society  it  is  the 
imperative  duty  of  the  Government  to  introduce 
into  Parliament  a  public  Bill  applicable  to  all  shell 
fish  dealing  with  this  question.  Such  Bill  shall  give 
powers  to  the  local  sanitary  authorities — First, 
to  enter  >ipon  any  laying  bed,  &c.  of  shellfish  and 
take  samples ;  secondly,  to  prohibit  the  sale  of 
any  such  shellfish  from  any  such  laying  bed,  etc., 
found  to  be  fouled  by  sewage  ;  thirdly,  the  sale  of 
such  shellfish  after  prohibition  to  be  restrained 
by  fine  on  summary  conviction,  after  proceedings 
by  any  local  or  urban  authority;  fourthly,  the 
local  government  boards  to  be  authorised  to  act 
in  default  of  the  authority;  fifthly,  a  clause 
giving  His  Majesty  in  Council  power  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  shellfish  from  foreign  layings 
and  beds  known  to  be  contaminated.  That 
a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the 
Premier.  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  to 
members  of  this  society  who  are  members  of  the 
House  of  Lords  and  Commons,  the  Corporation 
of  London  and  the  London  County  Council."  The 
resolution  was  carried  by  acclamation  after 
explanatory  speeches  from  the  proposer  and 
seconder.  The  chairman  then  explained  at 
length  the  steps  taken  by  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  to  meet  the  evil  complained  of,  and 
bore  generous  testimony  to  the  anxiety  and  to 
the  efforts  promptly  made  by  the  trade  generally 
to  assist  in  every  way.  He  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  fresh  powers  must  be  sought  from  Parliament 
as  tlie  1877  Oyster,  Crab  and  Lobster  Act  and  the 
Public  Health  Act  gave  quite  inadequate  powers 
to  meet  the  evil.  He  pointed  out  that  the  case  of 
beds  to  which  sewage  had  been  subsequently 
brought  deserved  different  treatment  to  those 
where  the  oysters  had  been  taken  to  the  sewage. 
Votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Coleman  and  the  Chairman 
were  suitably  responded  to,  and  a  very  solid  and 
successful  meeting  was  closed  by  the  usual  toast 
of  the  B.S.A.S. — Hon.  Reporter. 
City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society— 

Mr.  George  Wheeler  presided  over  a  well- 
attended  meeting  at  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant  on 
Tuesday  last,  when  there  was  again  a  good  show 
of  fish.  Many  gentlemen  had  been  out  since  the 
previous  meeting,  the  best  results  being  those  of 
the  following  members,  which  were  exhibited. — 
Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  (Wargrave)  five  chub,  81b.  13oz., 
best  3:Jlb..  and  a  perch  of  nearly  a  pound.  Mr. 
Haynes  (Windsor)  eleven  chub,  141b.  14oz.,  best 
21b.  3oz.,  and  seventeen  roach,  all  of  about  \\h. 
or  more.  Mr.  Canton  (Twyford),  two  very 
good  perch,  etc.  Besides  the  foregoing,  Mr. 
Warne  had  taken  a  few  jack  (from  the  Ouse), 
not,  however,  of  large  size  ;  and  Mr.  Maynard 
a  good  roach  of  over  lib.,  besides  several  perch. 
A  gentleman,  previously  proposed  for  member- 
ship, was  balloted  for  and  elected,  and  a 
nomination  was  also  made  for  election  on  Mar.  3. 
There  was  a  very  interesting  discussion  of  the 
programme  item,  "On  the  future  Policy  and 
Management  of  the  Society."  The  following 
gentlemen  (amongst  others)  taking  part : — Messrs. 
Begernie,  Bentley,  Cox,  Hurren,  Maynard,  Parker, 
SaHsbury,  Taylor  and  Warne.  Great  satisfaction 
was  generally  expressed  at  the  present  position 
of  the  society,  and  many  useful  suggestions  made 
for  adoption  in  the  future.  Great  sympathj^  was 
expressed  for  Mr.  Dryden  (hon.  librarian),  who 
was  not  able  to  attend  the  meeting  through 
severe  domestic  affliction  (death  of  only  son),  the 
hon.  secretary  being  accordingly  requested  to 
write,  expressing  the  sorrow  and  condolence  of 
the  society  at  his  sad  bereavement.  The  usual 
toast  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  an  excellent  chair- 
man concludedt  he  meeting.  "  Angling  Reminis- 
cences," is  the  item  on  the  programme  for  next 
week,  Feb.  24. 
Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  T.  J.  Hudd  presided  at  our  meeting  on 
Feb.  18.  The  outing  on  the  15th  was  a  very 
pleasant  function,  but  sport  was  poor.  The 
number  of  fish  taken  above  Thames  standard,  but 
below  that  of  the  Society,  bore  quite  an  unusual 
proportion  to  the  total,  and,  had  we  been  fishing 
under  the  former,  fairly  large  takes  would  have 
been  recorded.  As  it  was,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  was 
top  scorer  with  71b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  H.  Dimn  being 
second,  and  Mr.  G.  Parsons  third.  A  pretty  show 
of  pike  graced  our  trays  at  the  meeting,  taken  by 
the  following :— Mr.  T.  Stone,  a  leash,  101b.,  91b. 
8^oz.,  71b.  OJoz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Berry,  a  brace,  101b. 
5|oz.  and  91b.  5^oz. ;  Mr.  Jagels,  a  brace,  101b. 
In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  members 
have  been  successful  since  last  report : — Mr.  P.  J. 
Lathy,  a  perch,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  C.  W.  Mitchell,  a  pike, 
13^1b.,  from  the  Lee;  Mr.  Hersant,  from  the  same 
river,  some  pretty  roach,  best  lib.  2|oz. ;  Mr.  J. 


E.  Clements,  roach  and  a  few  pike,  between  41b. 
and  51b.  ;  Mr.  G.  Westrup,  from  our  Barford 
fishery,  ten  pike,  but  nothing  over  51b. ;  Mr.  J. 
Potter,  a  number  of  dace  up  to  8oz.,  and  some 
small  pike.  The  weekly  wire  from  Barford  reports 
the  water  in  good  condition  for  the  week  end. — 
G.  W. 

Gresham  Angling  Society— 

Mr.  C.  J.  Hayward  presided  at  both  committee 
and  ordinary  meetings  on  Tuesday,  when  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  routine  business  was  trans- 
acted. The  arrangements  in  connection  with  the 
dinner  on  March  10  were  completed,  and  reply 
postcards  relating  to  this  fixture  will  be  forwarded 
to  each  member  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
week.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  ladies  are  specially 
invited  to  be  present.  Many  members  have  been 
out  fishing,  both  in  river  and  sea,  but  takes  have 
ruled  rather  small.  Mr.  A.  G.  Saunders  secured 
roach,  perch  and  jack  from  the  Thames,  and  Mr. 
Reed  was  successful  in  capturing  a  large  quantity 
of  jack,  the  largest  going  81b.  Messrs.  Dicks  and 
Gill  visited  Kelvedon  and  were  rewarded  with 
some  good  roach.  Mr.  Emery  had  some  good 
sport  with  the  jack  on  the  Lea,  and  Mr. 
Eldred  took  some  nice  perch  from  the  same  river. 
Messrs.  Norman,  Maull  and  Basten  visited  New- 
haven,  but  the  strong  winds  were  against  good 
takes.  Mr.  Basten,  however,  took  a  flounder 
of  21b.  A  new  member  was  elected.  The 
discussion,  "Anglers'  Fishes,"  opened  by 
Mr.  Norman,  and  carried  on  for  a  considerable 
time  by  many  of  the  members,  proved  an  attrac- 
tive feature  of  the  evening.  The  concensus  of 
opinion  showed  that  several  sea-fish  not  already 
in  our  schedule  might  with  advantage  be  in- 
cluded. It  was  generally  allowed  that  anglers 
might,  with  good  prospects  of  success,  go  in 
search  of  such  fish  as  skate,  gurnard,  haddock, 
and  others,  as  all  these  when  attached  to  a  rod 
and  line  give  excellent  sport.  Mr.  Norman  was 
accorded  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  intro- 
ducing such  an  interesting  discussion.  Members 
are  reminded  that  next  Tuesday  (a  Special 
Meeting)  the  matter  of  "  Fence  months  for  Coarse 
Fish  "  will  be  under  discussion.  A  cordial  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for  so  ably  presiding 
closed  the  meeting. — F.  E.  Eldred,  hon.  sec. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting,  and  reports  of  the  capture  of  some 
notable  fish  were  handed  in.  In  the  first  place, 
Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  had  placed  to  his  credit  a 
record  pike  probably  for  the  Kennet,  at  all 
events  for  the  society's  water  at  Newbury.  The 
fine  fish,  a  female,  weighed  231b.  5oz.,  and  was 
taken  spinning  with  a  small  dace.  The  successful 
angler  was  highly  complimented  upon  his  good 
fortune  in  securing  such  a  splendid  specimen. 
Mr.  E.  Knowles  Foreman  had  done  exceedingly 
well  amongst  Thames  jack.  In  one  outing  he 
landed  ten  of  these,  from  31b.  8oz.  to  111b.  8oz., 
the  last-named  being  a  really  good  fish  for  the 
grand  old  river.  Another  Jib.  in  weight  would 
doubtless  give  him  a  massive  silver  cup  offered 
for  the  heaviest  Thames  pike,  a  trophy  which  has 
been  going  begging  for  some  years  past,  the  con- 
ditions for  winning  it  being  that  the  fish  must 
have  a  minimum  weight  of  121b.  A  telegram 
came  from  Mr.  Frank  Ward  stating  that  he 
had  killed  a  nice  salmon  on  the  Dee,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  the  cheery  vice-president 
of  the  society,  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  exhibited  a 
couple  of  brace  of  lovely  Itchen  grayling,  weighing 
in  all  51b.  6^oz.  These  were  part  of  a  take  of 
seven  brace.  One  brace  was  killed  on  Rolt's 
Fancy,  alias  Thompson's  Terror,  the  remaining 
five  brace,  together  with  three  brace  of  trout 
(latter  returned),  falling  victims  to  the  Green 
Wonder,  a  novel  nondescript  built  according  to 
an  idea  fortuitously  found  flourishing  in  the  fertile 
brain  of  the  assistant  secretary.  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  had  roach  from  private  water  and  from 
Uxbridge,  but  in  the  society's  Colne  fishery  coarse 
fish  of  all  kinds  were  biting  in  a  very  gingerly 
fashion. — -Hon.  Sec. 


Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers — 

The  February  meeting  on  the  13th  took  the 
form  of  a  musical  evening,  when  the  members 
and  friends  present  had  a  good  time  of  it  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Captain  Wing.  Several 
capital  songs  were  given  by  Messrs.  Wm.  King, 
J.  C.  Sparkes,  H.  E.  Leach,  W.  Bacon,  C.  Taylor, 
J.  W.  Read,  etc.  General  satisfaction  was  ex- 
pressed at  the  recent  capture  of  poachers  on  the 
river  Stour,  and  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
that  the  hon.  secretary  should  communicate  with 
the  Chief  Constable  of  West  Suffolk  stating  that 
the  society  was  willing  to  vote  a  reward  to  the 
police  officers  concerned  if  such  a  course  was  not 
contrary  to  regulations.  —  H.  C.  Westgate, 
Hon.  Sec. 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming^  and  trading^  in  the  name 
of  Ogrden.  AVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDE 


POPHAM 


Jock  Scott 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,  GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 
The  best  and  most  Artistic  My  Dressers  knoivn  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN. 

JAS.    OGDEN'S   MULTUlVr-IN-PAFtYO   FLY   ROD,  21/- 

JAS.   OGOSN'S   NSW   "  INYrCTA "  (pe^istex^ed),   6/-   iier  aoz. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 
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FISHING  GAZETTE 


GI8HURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 

LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(Fop  spinning  op  TROLLING). 

Made  in  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish. 


Supplied  by  all  Taclsle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
Sam.  Allcook  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  Leb,  4,  Elm  Grove, 
Peckham,  S.E.    Large  size,  1/6  ;  small,  1/3, 


P.  D.  MALLOOH, 

High=class  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

One  of  the  Largest  and  most  comjjlete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
XeM   Gold   and   F»riz:e   IMIedals  Awarded. 

Telegrams—"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone— No.  31 

Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 

MALCOM  &  CO., 

"^^^^        The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS, 

INVENTORS  OF  THE    .    ,  . 

"  nCa-nxied   Angola, " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"Tanned  Angola," 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

The   "  Feather  weight  " 

WADING  ST0CKINGS,18/6&  21/- 


See  Fielft,  .Tune  30,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 
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Provincial  Angling  flotes 

mrist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 

At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers  Benevolent  Society,  Mr.  Fitter,  of  the  Old 
Green  Man  Societj\  brought  before  the  notice  of 
the  members  the  advisability  of  increasing  the 
death  grant  to  the  relatives  of  old  members  from 
eiglit  pounds  to  ten  pounds.  Mr.  R.  Holding  opposed 
the  motion  on  the  grounds  that  the  small  yearly 
contributionof  one  shiihng  per  annum  would  not  allow 
the  society  to  do  more  than  what  they  could  do  at 
present;  if  the  contributions  from  outside  sources  were 
increased  then  it  would  be  time  enough  to  increase 
the  death  grant.  Upon  the  motion  being  put  to  the 
meeting  only  three  voted  in  favour  of  it.  A  number 
of  new  clubs  ju=!t  affiliated  to  the  Birmingham 
Association  were  proposed  to  be  visited.  Mr.  W. 
Underbill,  a  member  of  the  Vine  Unity  and  Camden 
Societies,  has  just  taken  the  Mug  House,  Bewdlej', 
near  to  the  Severn  Bridge ;  he  is  an  ardent 
angler  and  knows  their  requirements,  and  any- 
one visiting  this  district  should  give  him  a  call. 
Some  fine  perch  have  been  taken  from  the  Severn 
in  this  neighbourhood  since  my  last  notes  were  sent. 
Two  members  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  Society  took 
some  fine  perch  from  the  Stourport  basins  and  up 
the  river  towards  Bewdley.  The  total  weight  of  the 
fish  taken  was  Kilb.  5oz. ;  one  of  the  fish  weighed 
31b.  5oz.,  which  has  been  sent  to  be  set  up.  Some 
fine  pike  were  taken  from  the  Trent  at  Alrewas 
on  Saturday  last.  Several  members  of  the  Midland 
Piscatorial  Society  were  out  on  Saturday  last,  but  no 
fish  were  taken  up  till  3  o'clock,  after  which  time 
two  members  took  twelve  fish  which  weighed  over 
901b.  The  weather,  so  far  as  the  Midlands  are  con- 
cerned, is  grand,  and  fishing,  on  the  whole,  has 
never  been  known  better  for  the  time  of  the  year 
for  many  years  past.  The  annual  dinner  of  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  is  fixed  for 
March  28  next,  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield.  The  Black  Heath  Society  fish  their 
first  contest  on  Feb.  22  at  Droitwich.  This  club 
have  decided  to  devote  the  whole  of  their  funds  to 
water  renting  and  prize  purchasing. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  in  the  Fen  district  continue  to  have  an 
uninterrupted  spell  of  pike  and  roach  fishing,  in 
fact  these  particular  branches  of  sport  are  being 
followed  just  now  with  greater  success  than  at  any 
previous  period  of  the  season.  So  far  as  the 
VVitham  is  concerned,  the  waters  could  not  be  in 
better  condition,  and  those  who  have  been  in  quest 
of  pike  with  the  live  bait  have  had  a  remarkable 
run  of  luck.  The  middle  and  lower  reaches  have 
probably  fished  better  than  any,  and  it  has  been  no 
vincommon  experience  for  an  expert  to  capture  as 
many  as  three  and  four  brace  as  the  result  of  a 
day's  work.  Some  splendid  fish  have  also  come  to 
hand,  and  as  an  instance  of  this,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  a  brace  of  pike  weighing  respectively 
161b.  and  121b.  fell  to  one  rod  between  Bardney 
and  Southrey  one  day  last  week.  Nor  has  sport 
been  confined  to  the  Witham,  as  its  tributaries 
have  afforded  splendid  opportunities  for  making 
some  good  baskets  of  roach,  and  with  the  weather 
more  characteristic  of  spring  than  of  winter  this 
branch  of  sport  has  been  largely  followed.  Of  the 
minor  drains,  the  Forty-foot  has,  perhaps,  received 
the  most  attention.  Those  who  have  been  out  in 
the  Hubbert'D  Bridge,  Swineshead,  and  Donington 
districts  this  week  have  taken  sundry  pike  weighing 
up  to  101b.,  and  one  rod  accounted  for  three  brace 
scaling  in  the  aggregate  33^1b. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  excellent,  water  in  grand 
trim,  and  sport  good  during  the  week  in  this  district, 
and  from  the  Driffield  Canal  some  fairly  good  roach 
and  pike  have  been  taken.  From  the  tidal  waters 
of  the  river  Hull,  and  some  of  the  tributaries, 
some  nice  catches  of  roach  have  been  made,  Messrs. 
Barlow,  Darby,  Newlove,  Cheeseman,  and  others 
securing  some  good  samples  of  roach  ;  and  Mr.  T. 
Sanderson,  of  the  North  Myton  Angling  Association, 
has  had  one  of  lib.  7^oz.  Codling  anglers  are  also 
having  good  sport  in  the  river  Humber  at  PauU, 
Killingholme,  and  Stallingborough.  The  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamation,  at  their  February  council 
meeting,  considerably  revised  the  rules,  and  ar- 
ranged matters  for  the  ensuing  season.  The 
Universal  Angling  Association,  the  oldest  society 
in  the  city,  held  their  thirty-first  annual  meeting 
at  the  British  Workman,  on  North  Walls,  on  Tues- 
day evening,  and  elected  their  executive  for  1903, 
and  arranged  other  matters  for  the  season ;  the 
founder  of  the  society  (Mr.  John  Cheeseman)  was  in 
the  chair,  and  the  following  were  elected  to  office : 
President,  Mr.  William  Phillipson;  vice-president, 


Mr.  J.  Cheeseman ;  treasurer,  Mr.  C.  Allen  ;  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  James  Stocks;  and  auditors,  Messrs. 
Herliert  Allen  and  James  Hodgson  ;  Messrs.  C.  Pitts, 
J.  R.  Ward,  senr.,  H.  Allen,  J.  Hodgson,  J.  R. 
Ward,  junr.,  and  W.  Cheeseman  were  elected  on 
the  committee.  First  competition  on  Whit  Monday, 
and  next  meeting  on  March  10. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Chorley  centre  of  the 
Northern  Anglers'  As=!Ooiation  was  held  at  Horwich 
on  Sdturday  last.  It  was  a  time  for  congratu- 
lation, as  the  members  have  succeeded  in  over- 
coming difficulties,  and  can  report  progress. 
It  would  appear  that  Caistor  supplies  fish  all  over 
the  country.  Within  the  last  few  days  we  have  re- 
ceived 750  perch  for  Urmston,  1,000  perch  for 
Liverpool,  and  500  trout  for  Garstang  —  like 
sending  coals  to  Newcastle — Mr.  Ford's  shipments 
averaging  2,000  daily.  Once  more  rods  in  this 
country  are  reminded  that  March,  April  and  May 
are  three  good  months  to  fish  in  Windermere. 
Several  Palatine  rods  have  arranged  to  have  a  few 
days  on  this  dehghtful  water.  The  renewal  of 
membership  in  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association 
is  progressing  favourably.  The  Bollin  opens  for 
trout  on  March  2,  and  it  is  expected  to  fish  better 
this  year  than  in  1902.  The  competitions  for 
specimen  roach  are  very  keen.  Two  more  fish, 
lib.  9oz.  and  lib.  4^oz.,  have  been  added  to  those 
noted  last  week.  Several  of  the  local  clubs  have 
been  busy  with  routine  business  lately,  and  the 
association  officials  are  exceptionally  busy.  In  the 
Liverpool  district  anglers  are  refreshingly  enthu- 
siastic. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Lower  Broughton  Angling  Society  has 
evidently  come  to  stay.  Established  at  the  right 
time  and  in  the  right  locality  it  has  prospered  from 
the  first.  They  have  arranged  to  wind  up  the 
season  with  a  match  at  Northwich.  The  North 
Manchester  Angling  Society  are  due  at  Northwich 
to-morrow  to  fish  a  match  ;  they  have  also  been 
stocking  their  waters  recently ;  the  last  lot 
to  arrive  were  very  fine.  The  Ben  Brierly 
are  trying  to  arrange  for  a  lecture  at  headquarters 
on  March  3,  by  a  local  amateur  rod. 
There  is  a  certain  amount  of  anxiety  to  get  in  a 
few  days'  coarse  fishing  before  the  close  of  the 
season.  To  this  end  many  city  rods  have  been  out 
lately  with  varying  results.  One  veteran  was  seen 
with  a  brace  of  fine  pike  a  few  days  since  from  the 
"inevitable  private  water."  A  few  samples  of 
both  salmon  and  trout  in  our  shop  windows 
do  not  look  in  that  condition  that  we  desire,  but 
where  on  earth  are.  trout  obtained  for  sale  run- 
ning from  six  to  seven  fish  to  the  pound.  No 
decent  schoolboy  would  retain  such  small  trout. 
One  or  two  unpleasant  rumours  are  in  evidence  of 
enormous  losses  in  private  waters,  on  which  a  lot  of 
time,  trouble,  and  money  have  been  expended  by 
local  clubs.  When  fish  are  found  dead  in  thousands 
something  serious  is  the  cause,  and  the  sincerest 
sympathy  will  be  felt  for  the  sufferers.  From 
announcements  to  hand  it  may  be  safely  gathered 
that  the  coming  season  will  be  about  the  busiest 
for  many  years  in  contests.  The  Bollin  and  other 
rivers  are  in  far  better  order  than  for  several  weeks 
past,  and  are  fishing  well  with  coarse  fish,  especially 
the  Gowy. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM 

Roach  fishing  has  been  unusually  buoyant  at 
Weston,  and  many  very  good  bags  have  been  made 
with  the  various  kinds  of  worms.  Bream  have  also 
shown  sport  occasionally.  The  river  has  been 
running  in  low  and  clear  volume  for  some  time 
past,  and  votaries  using  chandlers'  greaves  and 
pith  and  brains  have  creeled  plenty  of  chub  at 
Kelham,  Fiskerton,  Hazleford,  Hoveringham,  and 
Holme  Pierrepont.  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  WaUis,  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society,  has  excelled  at  Shardlow, 
where  numerous  small  pike  have  been  taken  with 
the  live  bait.  Mr.  J.  Simpson  of  the  City  Pisca- 
torials  has  killed  a  large  pike  at  RoUeston;  also  a 
goodly  number  of  roach  and  bream.  On  private 
waters,  apart  from  the  river,  Mr.  W.  H.  Shaw  and 
Mr.  S.  Savage  have  taken  pike  and  large  perch  with 
the  live  minnow.  One  of  the  pike  weighed  121b. 
Reaching  has  improved  at  Clifton  and  Welford, 
and  on  Tuesday,  above  King's  Mills  Weirs,  Messrs. 
T.  D.  Lewis  and  H.  Burnham,  of  the  Fox  and  Owl 
Society,  bagged  over  a  stone  of  the  red-eyed  species. 
W^ith  regard  to  the  light  rod  correspondence  in  your 
columns,  I  may  say  that  for  the  past  five  years  I  have 
used  in  oi'dinary  fishing  a  rod  14ft.  in  length,  weighing 
exactly  the  same  number  of  ounces.  It  was  a 
present^  to  me  from  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  &  Co., 
Standard  Works,  Redditch,  who,  as  mentioned  last 
week,  make  my  celebrated  reels  (patent)  the  Coxon 
"  Aerial."  The  rod  is  described  as  a  Spanish  reed  ; 
but,  whether  reed  or  bamboo,  it  is  a  wonderfully 
handy    weapon,   and    is  as    straight    to-day  as 


when  I  received  it.  1  have,  as  my  friends  know, 
killecj  all  sorts  of  fish  with  it — barbel  up  to  (ilb.  ; 
trout  up  to  4Jlb. ;  chub  up  to  41b.,  besides  hundreds 
of  roach  and  bream.  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  could 
land  either  pike  or  salmon  with  it.  Moreover,  the 
price  (I  have  had  many  similar  rods  since)  is  insig- 
nificant— less  than  10s.  each.  Many  of  our  eminent 
manufacturers  never  properly  balance  the  rod 
through  the  winch  fittings.  These,  as  a  rule,  are 
fixed  too  near  the  butt,  making  the  rod  heavy  and 
clumsy  in  the  hand. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  glorious  fishing  weather  during  the 
past  week,  and  all  the  rivers  are  in  capital  condition 
and  many  anglers  have  been  out.  A  lot  of  roach 
have  been  taken  with  paste,  and  for  size  about  the 
best  taken — certainly  none  so  large  have  been  taken 
in  the  Teme — and  in  this  river  and  the  Severn  chub 
fishing  with  blood  and  brains  has  been  very  good 
and  some  heavy  fish  ha\'e  been  creeled.  The  largest 
was  taken  by  a  well-known  local  angler,  Mr.  Amos, 
which  weighed  4Jlb.  The  takes  of  dace  and  gray- 
ling have  been'  very  small.  The  trout  were 
very  troublesome,  taking  fly  and  worm,  and 
several  sportsmen  have  determined  not  to  fish 
the  Teme  again  until  the  trout  season  comes  in. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  fairly  good  in  all  the  rivers, 
in  some  parts  of  the  Avon  very  good  so  far  as 
numbers  go.  One  Evesham  angler  caught  a  very 
fine  fish  weighing  over  181b.,  nothing  else  over  91b. 
The  salmon  nets  in  the  Severn  have  done  tolerably 
well,  but  some  of  the  fish  have  run  small,  but  we 
saw  some  fine  crimped  fish  on  the  fishmongers' 
stalls.  Mr.  F.  W.  Rylands,  the  much  respected 
secretary  of  the  "  York  House  "  Club,  has  passed 
over  to  the  great  majority  after  months  of 
intense  suffering,  leaving  a  wife  and  small  family 
totally  unprovided  for.  The  Worcester  and  District 
Angling  Association  have  arranged  a  concert  for 
her  benefit  on  March  9  in  the  large  saloon  at  the 
Saracen's  Head  Hotel,  which  it  is  hoped  will  realise 
sufficient  to  meet  present  necessities. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  was  a  good  muster  of  members  and  friends 
at  the  annual  dinner  and  smoker  of  the  Melbourne 
(York)  Angling  Society  on  Feb.  14.  Mr.  G.  Armour 
presided.  The  same  night  the  yearly  dinner  of  the 
Yorkshire  Herald  Angling  Clula  took  place  at  the 
Pack  Horse,  Micklegate,  when  Mr.  A.  H.  Fletcher, 
managing  editor,  presided.  Mr.  J.  G.  Butcher, 
K.C.,  M.P.,  responded  to  the  toast  of  "The  Houses 
of  Parliament,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Dunsford.  Mr.  J. 
S.  Shannon  and  Captain  Brown  promised  to  give  a 
silver  challenge  cup  to  the  club.  A  very  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  The  reports  from  the  district 
show  good  catches  of  pike,  the  best  having  been 
taken  in  the  Pocklington  Canal  and  private  lakes. 
The  pike  weighed  up  to  121b.  and  131b.  The  Foss 
rather  than  the  Ouse  has  been  fished  by  local 
rodmen,  who  have  found  fair  sport,  though  the  turn- 
ing off  cf  the  water  at  Huxby  lock  gave  occasional 
annoyance  to  anglers.  The  York  Amalgamation 
of  Anglers  are  making  very  good  progress  in  the 
matter  of  the  Nidd  fishings.  The  brick  ponds  at 
Cattal,  which  are  understood  to  contain  many  fine 
pike,  are  to  be  opened  to  members.  Strangers  or 
non-members  will  be  granted  permission  to  fish  on 
the  Nidd  waters,  tickets  being  issued  at  a  nominal 
charge.  The  Lower  Rye  and  Derwent,  the  Wiske, 
Bedale  Beck,  and  the  Ure  (Boroughbridge)  are 
yielding  sport  to  pike  fishers,  many  fish  being  on 
the  run.  Two  Northallerton  anglers  caught  six 
brace  of  grayling  with  the  worm  at  Morton  Bridge, 
on  the  Swale,  last  week  end.  Successful  angling 
among  the  mixed  fish  has  been  enjoyed  on  the  Otley 
lengths  of  the  Wharfe. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather,  on  the  whole,  has  been  favourable 
since  last  notes,  and  though  an  improvement  in 
sport  has  been  noted  in  some  places,  angling  in 
general  has  not  been  productive  of  good  sport. 
Salmon  are  reckoned  numerous  in  all  the  principal 
earlier  waters,  but  they  are  very  sluggish  this  sprmg 
from  some  unaccountable  reason,  and  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  will  not  look  at  even  the  most 
approved  lures.  This  is  especially  true  of  lake 
fishing.  At  Waterville,  only  four  salmon  have  been 
had  since  the  season  opened — the  worst  angling  ever 
recorded  at  the  place.  On  other  lakes  also,  sport 
has  been  abnormally  poor  for  the  season.  Fair,  and 
sometimes  good,  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Lee, 
Blackwater  (Cork)  and  Lennan  (Donegal).  At  the 
Connaught  fishing  stations,  salmon  fishing  has  been 
unproductive  of  sport,  but  strong  hopes  are  enter- 
tained that  fine  sport  will  be  had  when  the  weather 
finally  settles.  Sea  angling  has  commenced  at  a 
few  stations  on  the  southern  and  south-western 
coasts,  but  has  been  confined  to  pollack.  The  sport 
had  was  insignificant,  generally  speaking.  At  time 
of  writing  (Feb.  18)  sea  fishing  is  at  a  standstill. 
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ABSOLUTE  SECURITY 

Genuine  CARTER'S  LITTLE  LIVER  PILLS  mnst  \m 
Fac-simile  Signatureof  ^^^^^^ 


Absolutely  0111*6 
BILIOUSNESS. 
SICK  HEADACHE. 
TORP.D  LIVER. 
FURRED  TONGUE. 
INDIGESTION. 
CONSTIPATION. 
DIZZINESS. 
SALLOW  SKIN 


ARTERS 

ITTLE 

IVER 
PILLS 


They  TOUCH  the  L 

Genuine  Wrapper  Printed  on 
WHITE  PAPER.  BLUE  LETTERS. 

IiOOli  for  the  Signature 


Small  Piir. 
Small  Dose, 
Small  Price. 


Anglers    requiring    HIGH-CLASS   FISHING  TACKLE  Should 
ask  dealers  for  goods  manufactured  by 

J.WARNER&SONS 

The  "FIELD"  says:  "Messrs.  Warner  &  Sons,  of  Redditch,  .  .  .  well  uoheld  thP 
alTt°he  wo"r1d!'"''"  of  English  rod  makers  Can  hold  th4ir  own'^againsf 


Built  Cane 


Greenheart 


"  Worcestershire ' 

Length 
Weight 
Peice 


Length 
Weight 
Price 


40/- 
20/- 


Fly  Rod. 

9  9J 

10  feet. 

41  4a 

5  ounces. 

—  eacli. 

9  9J 

10  feet. 

4J  6 

5J  ounce.s. 

—  each. 

If  with  two  Tops,  Built  Cane,  10/-  ;  Greenheart  5  '-  each  extra. 


The  "  Devon-Phantom."    Warners'  Patent  No.  2-3862. 

XV  "^■xFl^^f'^fTf  ^^t^esdn  the  FisUng  Gazette:  "Hike  the  look  of  Messrs. 
Warners  Patent  Rubber  '  Devon  '  Bait  very  much  indeed,  and  shall  give  it  a  trial 
as  soon  as  possible.    I  feel  sure  this  new  bait  is  a  thoroughly  good  one." 

^'^^      ••  2^  3  3*  *  4J  inches. 

1/8      1/10      2/-      2/3      2/6      2/9      3/- each. 


Peice 


»r  E  T  s . 

HENRY  H.  CHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON.  LANGS. 

Maker  and  repairer pf  every  description  of  netting. 

Drag  Nets.         Casting  Nets.       Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets. 
Tpammel  Nets.    Purse  Nets.         Eel  Nets.  Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 

Flue  Nets.  Dpum  Nets.  Spappow  Nets.  Rabbit  Pupse  Nets 

Tlie  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire 
  Dealer  m  Coarse  Fish.    List  on  application. 


23,  First  St.,  Walton  St.,  S.W. 

14f/i  Fehruary,  1903. 
[Copy.] 

Deae  Sies, 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
13th  instant,  complaining,  on  behalf  of 
your  Client,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Angler's  Association,  of 
statements  I  have  made  to  members  of  the 
Brompton  Angling  Society,  which  I  now 
find  are  untrue,  and  I  hereby  unreservedly 
withdraw  any  statement  which  I  have 
made  against  him  which  might  in  anyway 
be  considered  as  detrimental  to  his  "repu- 
tation. He  is  in  no  way  indebted  to  me, 
and  I  did  not  mean  or  intend  to  impute 
any  dishonourable  act  to  him,  and  I  now 
tender  him  my  apology  for  any  state- 
ments which  I  may  have  made. 

I  authorise  you 'to  publish  this  letter 
in  any  of  the  angling  papers  which  your 
client  may  select,  and  hereby  agree  to 
indemnify  him  against  any  costs  or  ex- 
penses that  he  may  be  put  to  in  the 
matter. — Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  F.  W.  Anstiss. 

Messrs.  Waller  &  Co., 

75,  Coleman  St.,  E.C. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

Por  Fishim;  in  the  Avon  or  Stour. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

Tbe  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advtg.,  25  words  for  Is.,  prepa)<\ 
Address :  "Observer  Office,  Bournemouth. 


Home  School  for  Girls  k  Boys. 

SEPARATE  DEPAItTMEXTS. 

R I  R I  S  "'^ceive  a  thorough  education  with  the 
uim.u  p^^.g  jijjjj  attention  home. 

RflVQ  prepared  for  Public  Schools  and  hiuh- 
uu  I  vj  class  private  Schools. 


Bathing.     Boating.  Fishing. 


Ppineipals :  Mp.  and  Mps.  SPARKE, 
Glencoil  &  Glenalmond,  Deal,  Kent. 


THE   ESTATE   OF   THE   LATE  H. 
PANMURE  GORDON,  Esq. 

MESSRS.  BRODIE,  TIMES  &  CO. 
will  include  in  their  AUCTION 
SALE  at  Landwater  House,  Riokmans- 
worth,  on  Wednesday,  February  25, 
1903,  a  number  of  valuable 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS,  ALU- 
MINIUM, EBONITE,  AND  STEEL 
WINCHES,  by  Malloch,  Hardy  Bros., 
and  Playfair. 

New  Creels,  Fishing  Baskets,  Knapsacks, 
Collapsible  Salmon  and  Trout  Lauding 
Nets,  two  Cabinets  containing  Salmon 
Flies,  and  a  quantity  of  Anglers. 
Accessories  ;  also  two  Prints,  four 
Canadian  Canoes,  11  ft.  Dinghy,  IS  ft. 
Electric  Launch,  35  ft.  Gondola. 

Can  be  viewed.  Catalogues  of  the 
Auctioneers,  22,  Basinghall  Street,  E.C, 
and  Hampstead  and  Highgate. 


WARNERS'  TACKLE  CAN  BE  OBTAINED  FROM  ANY  DEALfR  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD. 

A  fully  Illustrated  and  Descriptive  Price  List  of  all  kinds  of  High=class 
Angling  Requisites  will  be  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  application. 


GRANT'S  MORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Is  the  most  DeHcious  Liqueur  in  the  World. 

It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.  Most 
comforting  in  damp  and  chilly  weather. 

Nice  witli  Lemonade  or  Soda  Water.       Soid  by  Wine  Merchants  and  at  Restaurants. 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities : 
Trammels,  Drags,  Sb09s, 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 
FLIES. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


Prices 
on 

application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate 
40  years'  experience. 


Cash  with  order. 


2/6 

doz. 

29,  THE  SQUARE.  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


LIVE  FISH^OR^OCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Forei^ru  Fish  •— 
Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks.  Fish-food.  Apparatus,  and  Advice  I  ar<r«> 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited.        ^  ^"^^ 

LARGE  NUMBERS  OF  FINE  PERCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE.    ROACH  UNLIMITED. 

Address—       THOIYIAS  FORD, 
IVIanox?     Fisliei^y,     Caistox?,  i:.incolnsliJ^x>e. 


PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


ESTABLISHED  ISSO. 
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^oftincjs  bp  tl)c  iBap. 

Man  wants  not  little  fish  below,  he  wants  all  little — 
long. — Anon. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  held 
at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Feb.  1 8,  was  a  most  successful 
function.  A  "  full "  room  (and  the  Victoria  Hall 
can  comfortably  hold  two  hundred),  under  the  chair- 
manship of  the  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Denbigh, 
enjoyed  one  of  the  best  dinners  which  the  Cecil 
knows  so  well  how  to  supply.  The  following  is 
the  "Menu"  in  French,  but  it  was  very  nice  in 
English  : — 

Hois  d'oeuvres  Varies. 
Consomm6  Sarah  Bernhardt  Creme  de  Volaille. 
Saiiraon-Sauce  HoUandaise. 
Blanchailles. 
Caille  k  la  Soiivaroff. 
Mouss<?  de  Jamboii  au  Champagne. 

Selle  d'Agneau  a  la  Broche. 
Pommes  Nouvelles.      Petits  Pols. 
Champignons  Grill^^es. 
Sorbet  au  Kummel. 
Canard  Sanvage  k  la  Presse. 
Salade  Francaise. 
Ponding  Koyal. 
Ananas  Glad  dans  son  fruit. 
Crevettes  Sur  Toast. 
Dessert. 
CaU. 

In  another  column  will  be  found  a  report  of  the 
proceedings.  I  can  only  say  that  (being  an  invalid) 
I  seldom  go  to  these  grand  meetings,  but  was  well 
served  and  well  pleased  to  meet  so  many  "true" 
anglers.  At  the  next  table  sat  Mr.  Harry  Spray, 
the  well-known  secretary  of  the  Nottingham  Wel- 
lington Angling  Society.  I  don't  quite  know  how 
many  his  "  contingent "  counted  up,  but  I  do 
remember  Mr.  Arthur  Dobson,  Mr.  John  S. 
Small  (why  they  call  him  "small"  I  don't 
know,  for  he  is  very  fine  and  large),  and  Sir 
John  Bennett  (not  our  Sir  John  —  guess  he 
is  some  relation).  Well,  "our  Mr.  H.  S.  Malins" 
and  myself  managed  to  have  just  half-a-glass  of 
Deutz  and  Geldermann  (Ex.  Sec.  1892)  and  "I  saw 
them  home."  They  say  we  must  "run"  down  to 
Nottingham,  which  we  will — in  the  summer. 


On  p.  135,  on  which  is  recorded  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook's 
speech  in  responding  to  the  toast  of  "  Our  Guests," 
it  is  recorded  that  a  telegram  had  been  sent  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  addressed, 
"  Secretary,  High- Flyers' Club,  London,"  and  the 
genial  John  Bickerdyke  remarked  :  "  It  reached  its 
destination  safely."  Now  that  reminds  me  I  have 
in  my  possession  an  envelope  on  which  is  inscribed 
"Dragnet,  Fish  Shop,  London,"  and  it  reached  its 
destination  (St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane, 
London,  E.C.)  safely ! 


Membeks  of  the  London  County  Council  and 
others  whose  duty  it  is  to  deal  with  London  sewage 
may  lay  the  flattering  unction  to  their  souls  that 
they  have  not  been  guilty  of  poisoning  the  oysters. 
At  least,  so  says  Mr.  W.  P.  Coleman,  who  discussed 
the  great  oyster  question  at  the  B.S.A.S.  on 
Wednesday  night.  Mr.  Coleman  said:  "It  was 
absurd  to  think  that  the  discharge  of  sewage  into 
the  Thames  in  any  way  affected  the  Kentish  oyster 
beds.  The  same  view  might  be  taken  of  any  sewage 
that  fell  into  the  Thames  to  the  North  of  the  Isle 
of  Sheppey.  The  sand  banks  diverted  the  tides  in 
such  directions  that  it  was  impossible  for  it  to 
reach  the  beds  of  the  inrush  of  the  Swale,  or  in  the 
rivers  of  Essex  below  Southend  and  the  Maplin 
Sands."  This  is  very  comforting,  but  nevertheless 
I  should  prefer  to  hear  that  sewage  was  sent  down 
the  crater  of  Stromboli,  or  to  the  moon  rather  than 
to  sea.  When  sewage  is  turned  into  fuel  blocks 
I  think  the  Kentish  oysters  will  feel  happier,  though 
their  grievances  may  be  all  imaginary. 


Those  who  are  now  feeling  that  a  smell  of  the 
briny  would  do  them  good,  and  want  a  quiet  time, 
should  take  a  little  trip  to  the  Scilly  Isles.  It  is 
now  beginning  to  get  very  pleasant  there,  as  there 
is  abundance  of  bright  sunshine,  and  the  air  is 
loaded  with  ozone  from  the  Atlantic,  which  surges 
in  on  the  rocky  coasts  in  immense  billows.  There 
is  practically  no  winter  in  "  Lyonesse,"  as  spring 
commences  at  Christmas  and  lasts  until  April,  and 
then  summer  begins  and  extends  to  October,  when 
autumn  finishes  up  the  year  at  Christmas.  As 
most  people  know,  the  islands  abound  with  flowers 
of  all  kinds,  and  at  this  season  the  spring  flowers 
are  in  full  bloom.  To  the  naturalist  and  angler 
there  are  few  places  of  greater  interest,  as  there  are 
thousands  of  birds,  migratory,  and  wildfowl  to  be 
seen  on  the  islands,  whilst  the  many  bays  afford 
grand  sea  fishing. 


Five  hundred  perch  were  received  by  Mr.  H. 
Walter  Harding,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Abingdon  and 
District  Angling  Association  on  Feb.  18,  and  were 


turned  into  the  river  below  the  bridge  by  the 
mayor,  Mr.  E.  J.  Harris,  who  was  assisted  by  the 
hon.  sec.  and  committee  of  the  association.  The 
fish  ranged  from  4in.  to  7in.  in  length,  and  were  in 
good  condition.  Five  hundred  more  are  expected 
shortly  from  the  same  source.  A  large  number  of 
people  assembled  on  the  bridge  to  see  the  fish 
turned  out  of  the  tanks,  and  the  scene  was  photo- 
graphed. The  Mayor  afterwards  complimented  the 
committee  on  their  enterprise,  for  which,  he  said, 
they  deserved  the  thanks  of  all  anglers.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  a  short  time  ago  the  association 
turned  a  large  quantity  of  trout  into  the  Thames, 
and  the  re-stocking  of  the  river  with  various  species 
of  fish  will  be  proceeded  with  as  funds  permit.  The 
fish  were  supplied  by  T.  Ford  of  Caister,  and  only 
four  were  dead.    They  were  a  capital  lot. 


On  March  13  there  will  be  an  interesting  trial 
of  alleged  fish  poachers.  The  river  Stour  at  Nay- 
land  has  long  suffered  depredation,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  Police-Sergeant  Benstead  and  Police- Constable 
Gooch,  of  the  Suffolk  Constabulary,  have  at  last  got 
hold  of  the  culprits.  Nine  stone  of  fine  bream, 
perch,  roach,  and  golden  carp  were  found,  as  it  is 
said,  in  tmlawful  possession,  and  the  largest  fish 
was  sent  to  the  solicitors  for  the  prosecution.  If 
the  real  poachers  are  brought  to  justice,  some  credit 
will  be  due  to  Mr.  Wilkes  and  other  London  anglers 
who  have  been  alert  over  the  matter. 


An  Angler's  Lament. 
We  fish  and  fish  and  fish, 
We  never  hear  a  swish. 
We  try  from  morn  till  night 
Without  a  touch  or  bite ; 
We  ever  change  our  flies. 
And  yet  they  will  not  rise. 

We  flog  and  flog  and  flog, 
As  patient  as  a  dog. 
Our  duty  we  perform. 
Still  they  will  not  reform  ; 
Though  fish  we  try  to  shool. 
They  answer,  you're  a  fool. 

We  cast  and  cast  and  cast. 
On  sandwiches  we  fast, 
However  straight  the  line, 
The  gut,  however  fine. 
It  never  seems  to  lure, 
The  fish  are  always  sure. 

We  curse  and  curse  and  curse, 
It  makes  the  matter  worse. 
However  much  we  swear 
They  never  seem  to  care ; 
Yet  in  we'll  always  chime. 
We  had  a  jolly  time. 

At  last  I  heard  a  swish, 
At  last  I  hooked  a  fish. 
And  whirrel  went  the  line, 
I  knew  that  he  was  mine ; 
I  played  him,  till  at  last 
The  ghillie  had  him  fast. 

G.  H.  H.  Almond. 


Castleconnell  has  long  been  noted  for  the  heavy 
salmon  captured  there  in  the  spring  and  autumn 
months,  but  this  year  the  record  fish  so  far  has  well 
beaten  the  weight  of  the  heaviest  fish  in  any  pre- 
vious season.  On  Saturday,  Feb.  14,  Mr.  F.  Mil- 
bum  (of  Cardiff  and  Newcastle-on-Tyne),  whilst 
fishing  the  pool  called  Lacka,  a  portion  of  the 
Doonass  fishery,  hooked  a  magnificent  salmon.  At 
this  pool  there  is  a  strong  current  to  the  famed 
Falls  (or  rapids)  of  Doonass,  and  to  add  to  the 
power  of  the  stream  the  river  on  the  day  in  ques- 
tion was  at  high  flood  level.  A  hard  fight,  lasting 
abovit  half  an  hour,  ensued,  but  eventually  Mr. 
Milburn  tired  out  the  fish,  which  was  safely  landed. 
On  being  brought  to  the  Shannon  Hotel,  where  Mr. 
Milburn  is  staying,  the  fish  was  found  to  weigh  541b. 
The  salmon,  which  measured  50in.  in  length  and 
30in.  in  girth,  is  being  preserved.  On  Feb.  13  the 
nets  in  the  lower  waters  captured  two  salmon, 
weighing  441b.  and  491b.  respectively.  The  tackle 
used  in  capturing  the  541b.  salmon  was  supplied  by 
J.  Enright  and  Son,  of  Castleconnell. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Williamson,  clerk  to  the  Coquet  Com- 
mittee of  the  Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation, 
whose  address  is  Prudential  Buildings,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  has  sent  out  a  circular  giving  particulars 
of  the  twelve  miles  of  excellent  fishing  leased  by  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland  to  the  Coquet  Committee. 
This  water  is  open  to  the  public  on  payment  of  very 
reasonable  sums,  varying  from  2s.  6d.  for  a  day 
ticket  to  a  guinea  for  a  full  season  ticket  for  the 
whole  water.  The  circular  states  that  during  the 
last  two  or  three  seasons  many  "  true  salmon  "  have 
entered  the  river  and  been  caught  by  anglers. 
Salmon  fishing  commences  on  this  water  on  Feb.  i 


and  ends  on  Oct.  31 ;  brown  trout  or  yellow  trout 
fishing,  as  it  is  called  locally,  commences  on  Mar.  4, 
and  closes  on  Sept.  30.  The  Coquet  is  one  of  the 
prettiest  streams  in  the  "North  Countree,"  and 
those  who  are  looking  out  for  a  new  spot  to  visit  at 
Easter  or  Whitsuntide  might  do  woise  than  try  this 
water. 


Mr.  John  E.  Miller  says :  The  landlord  of  the 
Roebuck  Inn,  Keighley,  made  an  application  for 
an  extension  of  hours  last  Tuesday  before  the 
Keighley  magistrates  for  the  Keighley  Anglers' 
dinner  yesterday  (Friday).  The  extension  was 
granted,  the  superintendent  paying  a  high  tribute 
in  offering  no  objection,  and  remarking  that 
"anglers  were  a  very  quiet,  contemplative  body  of 
men!"  [Some  of  them  are,  no  doubt,  but  under 
the  new  Act  12.30  is  late  enough  for  us  poor 
Londoners  to  start  for  home,  without  extension  of 
time  for  "contemplation."  No  doubt  the  patrons 
of  the  Roebuck  can  get  home  Keyley,  but  I  have 
heard  of  some  jolly  bucks  going  home  keyless.] 


Mr.  G.  H.  Franklin  (of  Eldridge's  excursion 
fame)  writes  from  the  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell- 
road  : — "Two  fine  pike  were  captured  in  the  Arun 
on  Feb.  15,  one,  weighing  171b.,  at  Amberle}' ;  the 
other,  which  turned  the  scale  at  251b.,  was  caught 
at  Pulborough.  I  also  hear  of  what  is  rather  unusal 
at  this  time  of  the  year.  On  Feb.  8  an  angler  caught 
at  Amberley  a  fine  carp  which  weighed  61b.  5oz." 


The  next  concert  of  Ye   Olde  Porte  Musical 
Society  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  24,  Mr 
E.  M.  Dixon  in  the  chair.    A  good  programme  has 
been  arranged,  commencing  at  7 '30  sharp. 


Hush,  let  us  say,  "Our  Father,"  in  this  wood. 
And  through  bare  boughs  look  up  into  the  sky, 
Where  fleecy  clouds  on  Autumn  winds  go  by. 
Here,  by  this  fallen  trunk,  which  long  since  stood 
And  praised  the  Lord  and  Giver  of  all  good. 
We'll  sing  "Magnificat."    With  curious  eye 
A  squirrel  watches  from  a  branch  on  high. 
As  though  he  too  would  join  us  if  he  could. 
Now  in  our  "Nunc  Dimittis,"  soft  and  low. 
Strange  woodland  voices  mingle,  one  by  one  ; 
Dead  songs  of  vanished  birds,  the  sad  increase 
Of  crumpled  leaves  on  paths  where  rough  winds  go. 
The  deepening  shades,  the  low  Wintry  sim — 
"Lord,  let  thy  servants  now  depart  in  peace." 

— F.  G.  Scott. 


On  Monday,  March  9,  a  select  concert  will  take 
place  at  the  Rushton  Arms,  New  North-road,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  widow  of  the  late  W.  Embleton. 
The  chairman  will  be  Mr.  W.  Musgrave,  of  the 
Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society.  There  will 
be  a  good  programme,  and  a  good  attendance  is 
expected.  Mr.  G.  T.  Wilkes,  of  the  Merry  Anglers, 
is,  like  many  others,  exerting  himself  to  make  this 
concert  a  success. 


To  save  the  young  salmon  and  trout  they  live  on, 
200  cormorants  have  been  killed  by  the  Exe 
(Devon)  Fishery  Board. 


The  West  Green  Angling  Society  aimounce  that 
Mr.  Jones,  of  the  Bostonians,  will  give  a  lantern 
display  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  25,  when  a  collection 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  will  be  made;  all  clubs  are 
cordially  invited.  The  supper  arranged  for  March  4 
is  postponed  till  March  11. 


"  A  Frog  he  would  a-wooing  go  !  "  How's  this  ? 
"It  has  taken  three  French  Courts  of  Justice  to 
define  the  status  of  frogs.  Certain  trappers  of 
frogs,  having  been  arrested  for  "  fishing  "  at  night, 
in  violation  of  the  Conservancy  laws,  were  indicted 
before  the  Tribunal  of  Auch,  which  decided  that 
frogs  were  not  fishes.  The  case  was  taken,  on 
appeal,  to  the  Court  of  Agen,  which  was  of  opinion 
that  frogs  were  fishes.  Thence  it  went  to  the  Court 
of  Cassation,  whose  judgment  was  that  frogs  were 
not  fishes." 


Lots  of  people  make  it  easy  for  the  compositors  by 
writing  on  both  sides  of  their  "copy."  Perhaps 
the  following  will  be  a  warning  to  them  :  "  The 
Postmaster-General  desires  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  whilst  in  the  Inland  Service  it  is  not 
forbidden  to  write  a  communication  on  the  front  of 
a  postcard,  so  long  as  the  right  hand  half  is  entirely 
reserved  for  the  address ;  this  concession  does  not 
apply  to  postcards  for  any  place  abroad.  Any  com- 
munication written  upon  the  address  side  of  a  post- 
card for  or  from  a  place  abroad  will  render  it  liable, 
under  the  regulations  of  the  International  Postal 
Union,  to  a  charge  on  delivery  equal  to  double  the 
deficient  postage  at  the  letter  rate."  Dragnet- 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  E.  P. — You  can  preserve  minaows  in  formalin, 
as  recommended  for  sand-eels  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Jan.  3.  They  need  not  be  washed  before  use  as 
they  get  that  in  the  river,  and  soaking  beforehand 
■would  make  them  soft.  Minnows  preserved  in  salt 
are  deadly  in  some  waters  as  a  trout  bait. 

Esox,  Weston-super-Mare.  —  Many  thanks  for 
picture  post  card  of  the  221b.  pike ;  a  very  hand- 
some fish. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor* 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


LIGHT  RODS  AND  PRACTICAL  TESTS. 

Sir, — In  view  of  all  we  have  lately  read  relating 
to  light  rods,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  repetition 
of  assertions  on  one  side  or  the  other  was  stale 
and  unprofitable,  and  having  such  a  perfect  set  of 
examples  in  hand — five  rods  of  the  very  best — I 
determined  to  take  these  typical  rods  to  the  river 
and  try  their  casting  powers  for  all  points, 
distance,  accuracy,  and  delicacy.  A  pound  of 
practice  is  worth  a  ton  of  assertion. 

Saturday  (Feb.  7),  however,  proved  about  the 
worst  possible  day  for  long  casting — a  hard,  gusty 
wind,  with  occasional  lulls  or  calm  patches,  but 
never  of  one  form  for  more  than  a  few  minutes  ; 
therefore,  perhaps,  just  the  day  for  finding  weak 
points  in  a  rod. 

The  place  chosen  was  a  narrow  island  on  the 
Thames,  with  the  wind  across  it ;  I  had  water  to 
cast  with  wind  behind  me,  or  walk  over  to  the 
weather  side  and  water  to  cast  into  the  teeth  of  the 
wind.  I  soon  found  that  with  the  wind  behind  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  get  the  line  back,  at  least, 
as  for  long  casting,  so  that  down  wind  the  best  I 
could  get  out,  fair  and  without  shooting,  was  68  feet 
3  inches  from  reel  to  fly.  (I  had  laid  off  careful 
measurements  with  a  tape  on  the  camp-sheeting. ) 

I  commenced  with  my  Allcock  rod,  lift,  cane 
of  lloz.,  with  a  reel  and  40yds.  medium  taper 
lino  totalling  7|pz.,  ordinary  dry-fly  and  cast.  The 
best  I  got  with  a  fair  cocked  fiy  was  68tt.  Sin.  from 
reel  to  fly.  I  got  some  much  longer  casts,  but 
more  in  salmon  style,  not  dry-fly  business.  Getting 
the  line  back  was  terrible;  the  neatest  real 
"fishing"  would  have  been  "  blow  line  "  on,  say, 
45ft.,  in  such  wind.  Then  I  went  to  the  weather 
side,  and  everything  was  better ;  the  line  could  be 
got  behind,  but  cutting  into  the  wind  was  hard  on 
the  rod ;  here  the  best  average  was  64ft.,  cocking 
the  fly  most  times ;  of  course  some  of  the  squalls 
had  to  be  waited  over,  it  was  wild  weather. 

Next  I  took  the  American  rod;  it  is  not  a 
feather-weight,  however,  as  I  had  hoped,  but  is 
10ft.  6in.,  weighing  8J  ounces ;  same  reel  and  line 
and  fly — namely,  VJoz.  The  result  was,  down  wind 
64ft.,  and  difficulty  behind,  but  perhaps  I  was 
intuitively  careful  of  any  strain,  as  the  rods  are 
merely  lent  to  me  for  inspection  and  trial,  in  such 
nasty  winds.  It  did  not  handle  in  the  way  English 
rods  do,  maybe  it  needed  learning ;  anyway,  in  the 
trial  to  windward  it  was  far  better,  making  good 
straight  casts,  but  there  was  a  want  of  power  ;  and 
though  I  could  cut  into  the  wind,  it  was  not  as  a 
dry-fly  rod  cuts,  and  was  all  arm  work,  not  rod 
and  wrist. 

I  then  put  up  the  little  9ft.  6in.  feather-weight 
cane  of  6oz.,  same  reel  and  line.  I  soon  fairly 
pitied  the  poor  little  thing,  so  pretty,  so  elegant ; 
yet  if  fishing  is  the  game,  art  and  poetry  had  better 
stop  at  home.  Down  wind,  after  several  misfires, 
she  put  out  65ft.,  but  it  was  in  a  lulling  time ;  and 
as  to  the  drying  the  fly,  it  was  almost  impossible. 
Into  the  wind  she  worked  better,  and  made  two  or 
three  steady  fetches  at  57ft.  6in.  length.  But  in 
the  puffs  she  gave  many  short  falls  and  much 
gathering  in  of  line.  On  both  these  light  rods  I 
tried  a  light  line  and  reel  of  6|oz.,  but  it  only  made 
matters  worse,  even  hopeless.  In  the  lulls  the 
little  feather-weight  rod  east  a  beautiful  line,  so  long 
as  it  was  kept  of  a  rf  amenable  length.  I  gave  it 
patient  trial  to  make  sure,  but  there  was  no  doubt 
the  wind  was  master  when  it  freshened  up. 

I  then  took  another  lift,  split  cane  of  lljoz.,  a 
Hardy.  It  is  quite  on  the  stiff  side,  perhaps  too  much 
so,  but  I  had  designed  it  for  a  purpose — that  is, 
to  pack  in  the  landing  handle,  all  but  the  short  butt 
handle,  which  stows  in  a  pocket,  so  as  to  have  with 
me  when  salmon  fishing  a  weapon  to  go  at  sea-trout 
when  salmon  are  off.  With  the  butt  it  is  four  joints, 
so  haa  two  ferrules  more  than  I  would  have  in  a 
mere  dry-fly  rod,  and  so  could  probably  be  made  at 
some  9  |oz.  However,  it  has  proved  Al  at  Hampshire 
dry-fly  work;  and  here,  I  soon  found,  I  could 
manage  the  wind,  but  the  roughness  of  the  water 
prevented  much  judgment  as  to  floating  a  fly.  The 


other  lift,  rod  is  a  split-cane  of  lloz.  by  Allcock, 
slightly  more  limber,  a  sweet  casting  rod. 

The  net  result  of  some  three  hours'  steady  tests 
was  to  bring  me  back  to  the  same  old  conclusion — ■ 
namely,  if  your  wrist  is  not  hurt  by  an  lloz.  rod  of 
lift.,  with  40  yards  of  "medium"  tapered  line  on 
a  large  barrelled  winch,  there  remains  no  valid  reason 
why,  for  mere  fashion  or  laziness,  you  should  risk 
spoiling  a  good  day's  sport  by  taking  a  weapon 
which  will  become  inferior  in  its  work  if  the  breeze 
increases ;  and  in  any  case  will  be  less  efficient 
than  the  longer,  heavier,  and  more  powerful  rod  as 
the  fish  hooked  are  larger,  or  wider  water  has  to  be 
covered. 

Whether  I  can  call  this  a  fair  test  of  the  rods  I 
doubt ;  it  was  a  bad  weather  test,  not  an  all- 
round  fishing  test.  For  instance,  the  American 
rod  no  doubt  had  "ways"  that  wanted  getting 
into ;  it  was  a  manly  rod,  not  one  of  the  talked- 
about  4Joz.  things  ;  but  it  .seemed  to  require  arm 
action  and  bend  of  the  body  also — by  no  means 
the  form  for  dry-fly  when  crouching  by  a  chalk 
stream  bank  The  little  feather-weight  might  do 
well  for  a  quiet  evening  in  a  Canadian  canoe.  On 
the  whole  I  am  more  than  ever  content  with  a  rod 
that  weighs  an  ounce  per  foot,  and  that  will  lift  the 
amount  of  its  own  weight  off  the  ground  when  the 
butt  is  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees,  and  the  distance 
from  tip  to  such  weight  is  same  as  from  butt  to 
ground,  say  thirty-six  inches.  It  is  just  this  power 
in  the  rod  which  enables  one  to  lift  a  long,  heavy 
line,  which  has  been  drifting  and  gradually  sinking 
while  waiting  for  the  fly  to  float  quietly  over  the 
fish,  far  up  stream,  that  is  to  lift  it  smartly  away 
behind  one  for  next  cast.  It  is  no  use  saying  a 
heavy  line  sinks  faster,  it  does  not ;  but  though  a 
fine  line  may  be  lifted  more  quickly,  it  will  not  cut 
into  wind  with  the  accuracy  of  the  heavier  line,  and 
it  is  not  always  calm.  What  we  really  want  is  a 
hollow-centred  line — a  pneumatic  line — that  won't 
sink  and  yet  is  heavy  enough  to  drive  to  windward. 

It  is  just  this  lifting  power  in  the  rod  which  gives 
one  command  of  the  fish  against  weeding,  and  for 
quick  and  neat  netting.  The  little  6oz.  had  no 
appreciable  lifting  power,  comparatively  speaking. 
So  also  was  the  case  frequently  tested  between  rods 
I  have  of  10ft.  against  lift,  and  lift.  6in. 

Now,  aUow  me  to  add  a  word  or  two  to  sum  up, 
as  I  wish  to  herewith  end  my  quota  to  this  lengthy 
discussion.  My,  as  some  would  call  it,  heavy  rod 
balances  perfectly  with  a  4in.  "  Aerial "  reel  and  40yds. 
medium  taper  line ;  total,  under  8oz.  It  does  the 
trick  in  a  breeze,  and  consequently  will  do  anything 
in  light  weather ;  it  manages  heavy  fish  ;  it  snubs 
small  fish ;  it  don't  hurt  me.  What  more  do  I 
want  ? — but  nothing  less. 

It  has  been  a  most  useful  discussion,  and  I  can 
only  add  that  in  bluntly  saying  some  of  the  writers 
may  have  axes  to  grind,  I  meant  only  that  if  men 
have  opinions  they  should  show  their  colours. 
When  a  ship  is  seen  without  a  flag  you  do  not 
necessarily  take  her  to  be  all  right ;  beyond  that 
I  have  no  intention  of  hurting  any  fisherman's 
feelings,  even  though  he  prefers  to  write  incog. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  paraphrase  the  drink 
song  thus,  "Fish  for  trout  only  with  feather-weight 
rods,  and  there  will  be  more  trout  left  for  me." — 
Yours  faithfully,  W.  Baden-Powell. 


LIGHT  RODS  AND  PRACTICAL  TRIALS. 

Dear  Sir, — For  the  satisfaction  of  your  readers 
— doubters  and  believers — I  should  like  to  say  that 
on  Saturday  afternoon  last  I  saw  a  10ft.  Leonard, 
weighing  6oz.,  cast  a  heavy  Halford  line  with  the 
wind  27  yards,  and  into  the  wind — a  brisk,  steady, 
light  breeze — 24  yards,  on  the  Wandle,  and  that 
though  cast  in  each  case  by  a  man  who  had  never 
used  it,  or  so  light  a  rod,  before. 

All  these  gibes  about  "toys  "  and  "ladies'  rods," 
"  cotton  reels  "  and  "thread  lines"  are  really  off 
the  point.  The  rod  carried  a  reel  and  line  weighing 
together  9oz.  The  reel  is  3Jin.  diameter,  narrow 
drum,  carrying  35  yards  of  heavy  line,  with  double 
taper ;  and  I  have  yet  to  see  the  lady's  rod 
which  wUl  ram  such  a  line  24  yards  into  a  brisk 
breeze  and  pick  it  off  the  water  with  the  utmost 
ease  as  this  Leonard  did. 

In  reply  to  "  In  Doubt,"  I  should  say  that  if  the 
Wye  is  his  river  he  makes  a  great  mistake  in  using 
a  lieavy  rod  and  line.  For  a  river  so  full  of  swirls 
and  eddies,  I  should  recommend  the  lightest  rod 
that  will  carry  the  lightest  line  across.  That  pro- 
bably means  a  line  like  a  light  Halford  and  a  rod  to 
match.  The  tops  of  these  5Joz.  or  6oz.  Leonards 
are  much  finer  than  those  of  dry-fly  rods  built  on 
this  side,  and  I  should  think  they  would  strike  with 
less  strain  on  fine  gut.  I  am  with  him  in  preferrmg 
the  suction  ferrules  to  the  lock-fast. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Henry  Tisley,  I  have  given  up  in 
despair  the  attempt  to  realise  how  he  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  "I  had  confounded  equipoise  or 
balance  with  weight. 

He  must  not  think  that  in  the  best  American 


rods  there  is  not  an  ample  margin  of  safety,  and  at 
a  sacrifice  of  clumsiness.  Thoy  are  as  sound  as 
work  can  be  made.  If  these  British  rods  he  speaks 
of  were  reduced  in  weight  by  having  a  smaller  handle 
and  lighter  reel  fittings,  the  balance  would  either 
be  all  outboard  or  their  strength  would  have  to  be 
reduced  to  keep  the  balance  true. 

I  lately  weighed  some  fifteen  fly-rods  which  there 
are  in  my  household,  and  with  two  exceptions 
none  came  under  the  ounce  per  foot  average.  I 
think  Mr.  Tisley's  manufacturers  must  be  ex- 
ceptional or  must  cater  for  the  wet  fly  trade. 

May  I  congratulate  you  on  the  article  on  Light 
Rods  signed  "E.  S.  S."  I  am  with  him  to  some 
extent  when  he  says  that  the  American  pattern  of 
light  rod  is  not  the  pattern  our  makers  should 
follow.  The  American  heavy  or  tournament  rod — ■ 
6oz.  or  so  for  a  10-footer — is,  however,  well  worth 
considering,  and  is,  as  I  have  shown,  no  bad  per- 
former ;  and  it  is  as  good  for  wet  fly  as  dry.  How- 
ever, if  our  makers  will  acquire  the  lightness,  the 
fineness  of  fittings,  and  quality  of  cane  of  the  first- 
class  American  rods,  the  question  of  pattern  or 
type  of  action  may  be  left  to  adjust  itself.  As  your 
American  correspondent  said  the^e  light  American 
rods  can  be  had  as  stiff  as  you  like.  Mr.  E.  S.  S. 
seems  to  be  of  my  opinion  about  the  cane  used  in 
them. 

I  was  at  pains  to  compare  the  Leonard  cane  with 
that  used  in  a  first-class  British  weapon.  There 
was  little  difference  to  look  at,  examining  grain 
against  grain ;  but,  if  there  is  no  difference  in  the 
quality,  why  should  the  American  be — -as  it  was — 
equal  in  casting  power  and  power  of  recovery  to 
the  longer  English  rod  of  nearly  twice  its  weight. 
The  difference  may  be  in  the  origin  of  the  cane,  in 
its  selection,  in  its  seasoning  or  its  treatment,  or 
perhaps  in  its  cutting ;  but,  like  the  item  that  the 
Scotch  lawyer  took  out  when  he  amended  his  bill 
of  costs,  "  Ye  may  no  see  him,  but,  mon,  he's  there." 
— Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 

[I  asked  "Val  Conson"  how  the  distances  were 
measured,  and  he  says,  "  They  were  paced  along  the 
bank,  upstream  for  casts  into  the  wind,  and  down- 
stream for  with  the  wind." — Ed.] 


LIGHT  RODS— PRACTICAL  TESTS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  just  home  after  my  first  day  out 
with  the  rod  this  season,  and  I  send  you  this  note 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  not  have  a  river  at 
their  back  door  and  light  and  heavy  rods  to  test. 

I  took  with  me  my  usual  lift,  octagonal  cane- 
built  rod,  weight  lOJoz.,  and  a  very  stiff  little  10ft., 
6|oz.  (a  very  powerful  rod  for  its  weight),  and  two 
lines  of  different  weights.  The  day  was  windy 
with  nasty  gusts.  As  the  river  winds  a  good 
deal,  in  order  to  fish  the  best  parts  I  had  often  to 
cast  almost  dead  into  the  wind.  In  the  first  place 
I  tried  both  rods  with  the  lighter  line,  and  at  once 
discovered  that  it  was  too  light  for  the  day.  I  then 
tried  the  heavy  line,  and  with  the  bigger  rod  I 
could  do  very  well,  but  the  lighter  rod  would  not 
have  it.  I  then  returned  to  the  house  and  put  the 
light  rod  back  in  its  place,  as  it  was  evidently  not 
a  day  for  it.  On  such  a  day  an  extra  heavy  line  is 
necessary  to  do  any  good,  and  while  the  larger  and 
heavier  rod  was  quite  equal  to  it  and  three  flies 
on  No.  7  Limerick  hooks  which  I  was  using,  it  was 
a  task  quite  beyond  the  light  rod. 

I  landed  during  the  afternoon  three  sea-trout 
kelts  of  between  41b.  and  51b.  each,  one  clean  sea- 
trout  of  21b.,  and  a  whitling  of  IJlb.  Now,  these 
fish  fight  hard,  and  often  take  out  30  yards  of  line, 
so  that  to  keep  anything  like  command  it  was  often 
necessary  to  hold  up  the  rod  very  high  and  pull 
hard  to  keep  the  line  from  drowning.  Now,  to  do 
as  I  had  to-day  in  "forcing"  casts  and  netting 
these  fish  in  awkward  places  without  assistance  I 
fear  would  have  been  too  much  for  any  rod  of 
under  lOoz.  I  do  not  say  that  a  rod  of  7ioz.  would 
have  suffered  damage,  but  I  do  not  think  I  could 
have  put  my  flies  where  I  wanted  them,  and  have 
got  the  distance  necessary.  Some  may  object  to 
such  a  rod  as  I  use,  and  argue  that  for  fine  work  and 
fine  tackle  it  is  unnecessarily  powerful.  That  may 
be,  but  I  do  not  find  it  so,  and  have  done  many  long 
days  with  it  without  being  unduly  fatigued.  I  have 
used  this  rod  on  many  of  the  Scotch  and  Irish  lochs 
for  brown  and  sea-trout,  and  while  so  fishing  have 
often  killed  grilse  with  it ;  in  fact,  I  often  use  it  for 
grilse,  and  last  season  in  Norway  killed,  after  a 
most  exciting  run  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  a  beautiful 
little  salmon  of  71b.  hooked  by  the  back  fin.  This 
fish  was  a  very  wild  one  and  went  off  like  a  rocket 
out  of  the  pool  down  stream  towards  the  sea,  which 
was  about  half  a  mile  away.  At  one  time  he  had 
about  eighty  yards  of  line  off  the  reel  with  an  island 
between  us,  which,  however,  was  fortunately  clear 
of  shrubs.  Now,  to  hold  up  clear  such  a  length  of 
line  requires  a  good  deal  of  strength  inarod.  How- 
ever, my  friend  eventually  gaffed  the  fish  as  well  as 
a  good  many  others  the  same  day.  Now,  thia  is  a 
rod  to  go  anywhere  with  and  do  almost  anything. 
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Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

Having  largely  increased  the  numbers  of  their  Stock  Fish  are  quoting  low  prices  for 


FROM  WILD  OR  DOMESTICATED  FISH.   See  also  advertisement  on  cover. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND  APPLI- 
ANCES OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut,, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
eveiy  shade.— Eichard  T.  Williams,  Practical 
Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 
Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established  60  years. 

PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


FISHING 


from  tlie  25th  March  next. 

FlX>Sti-Cl£liSS 

TROUT  AND  GRAYLING 
FISHING 

in  South  Hants,  over  Two  Miles  on 
Biver  Test  and  tributary  of  same.  Close 
to  Stations.  Apply, 

GALE  4&  NEWTON, 
Land  Agents,  WINCHESTER. 


EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING 

TO   BE  IL,ET, 

17  miles  from  London,  about  HALF- 
A-MILE  OF  STREAM,  for  many 
years  the  well  -  known  water  of  the 
Lion  Hotel,  Farningham. — Apply  to 
Mr.  HoDSOLL,  Land  Agent,  Farning- 
ham, Kent. 


FISHING, 

Salmon  and  Trout,  miles. 


PAYING  GUESTS  received  in  Country 
Gentleman's  Private  Residence  ;  on 
banks  of  river  Teify. — Apply,  "  H," 
care  of  Alfred  H.  Atkins,  Ltd.,  27  &  28, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


hackil.es. 

280  Necks— Red,  Wliite,  Black,  Black-red, 
Ginger  ;  also  50  gross,  small,  for  floaters.  Salmon 
Hackles,  selected.— J.  Pickersgill,  33,  Rydall 
Street,  Holbeck. 

ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe' 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History, 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WBEKL  Y.    ILLUSTRA  TBD. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &,  CO., 
23,  Finch   Lane  Oornhill,  London 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.  S.  A. 

Established  1837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  "The  Pub- 
lisher's Circular  and  Booksellers'  Record  " 
(published  every  Friday,  price  li<l.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  ' '  Books  Wanted, "  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Xondon,  E-C. 


WANTED  TO  RENT 

A  Furnished  Cottage,  Bungalow, 
or  Apartments, 

With  Pishing  and  Shooting.  Apartments 
at  keeper's  house  on  shoot  not  objected  to. 

MOORE,  York  Lodge, 

Erdington,  Birmingham. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 


APARTMENTS   TO  LET, 

CLOSE  TO  RIVER  DART- 
Tuo  miles  private  fishing,  also 
shooting. 

Address,  Mrs.  BEARD, 

North  wood  Farm,  Buckfastleigh,  S.  Devon. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


TO  LET  for  April,  small  FURNISHED 
HOUSE,  near  river  Avon,  within  easy 
reach  of  Dart  and  Erme.  Dogcart,  cob, 
and  man  by  arrangement.  Near  golf 
links  and  Dartmoor.  1|  miles  testation. 
TuBNEE,  South  Brent,  South  Devon. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Preavlent—hOm)  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valualile  Trout  Fishing  Waters, 
at  Cheshara,  Bucks,  one  hour  from  London,  and 
e.xtensive  (Joarse  Fishing  Waters,  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex.  There  is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.— 
For  information,  apply  to  the  Secretary. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  to  be  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Season  opens  March  15.  Tickets 
issued  for  the  Lessee  by  the  Clerk,  I'rban 
District  Council,  Bude.  .Season,  £10  ;  month, 
£5 ;  week,  £2 ;  day,  10s. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— &m  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  i,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


THE  IMPROVED  COXON  "AERIAL"  REEL 

(Patent).  The  lightest,  the  most  perfect,  and  the 
most  durable  in  the  world.  This  reel,  manufac- 
tured of  ebonite  and  aluminium,  is  a  veritable 
triumph  of  mechanical  skill,  and  is  adapted  to  all 
descriptions  of  angling.  Light  quill  floats  may 
easily  be  thrown  40  yards  with  it.  Large  barrel, 
no  warping,  and  entirely  free  from  complica- 
tions. 3 in.,  20.<(.  ;  4 in.,  24.?.  ;  41in.,  27s.  (includes 
optional  check).  AVith  wooden  back,  3s.  each 
less.  Mr.  R.  B.  MARSTON,  in  "Fishing 
Gazette"  of  November  15,  1902,  says:  "I 
think  it  is  a  great  feather  in  Mr.  Coxon's  cap 
that  his  '  delicate  '  Aerial  Reel  should  have  stood 
the  strain  of  a  fight  with  such  a  grand  salmon." 
(Taken  on  Vos  River,  Norway,  in  July,  1902,  and 
weighed  b&i  lbs.).— Apply  HENRY  CoxON,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham.— My  book, 
"How  to  Catch  Fish,"  &c.,  still  for  sale.  Is.  2d., 
postage  free.    Cash  with  all  orders. 


Anglers  wishlnsr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  FiBhlns  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AMD  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  KInj(  Street,  Alfr^ton. 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

PATRON :  H.M.  THE  KING. 

Freaident :  H.B.H.The  Duke  of  Oonnaught,  E.G. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

ASH  WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  25,  1903, 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 
THE 

LIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD 

SULLIVAN. 


Miss   EVANGELINE  FLORENCE. 
Miss   MAGGIE  PURVIS. 
Madame   KIRKBY  LUNN. 
Mr.   WILLIAM  GREEN. 
Mr.    KENNERLEY  RUMFORD. 
Mr.    FREDERICK  RANALOW. 


BAND   AND   CHORUS  ONE  THOUSAND, 

Organist   -   Mr.  H.  Z.  Balfour. 
CONDUCTOR     -     SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  Open  at  7  ;  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d.   Arena,  6s. 
Boxes,  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  3s.  Od. 
Balcmiv  i    Reserved      (rows  1  to  4)   ...  6s. 
jsaicony  ^    Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8)   ...  4s. 
GALLERY  (PROMENADE)  ONE  SHILLING. 
Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  and  usual  Agents 


TUG  Hiueteeiitii  Cemofg 


AND  AFTER. 


So.  312.      FEBRUARY,  1903.     Frioa  Si.  6d. 


II. 
III. 

IV. 

V. 
VI. 
VII. 
VIII. 

IX. 

X. 
XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 
XV. 
XVI. 


Our  Changing  Constitution— 

"  The  King  in  touneil."  By  Sidney 

Low. 

The  Political  Testament  of 

Fuad  Pasha. 

British     Philistinism  and 

Indian  Art.  By  E.  B.  Havell  (Cal- 
cutta School  of  Art). 

The  Study  of  Greek.  By 

Herbert  Paul. 

Popt  Royal  and  Pascal.  By 

the  Hon.  Lady  PonsonBT. 

The  Raven.— Part  I.    By  R. 

BoswoRTH  Smith. 

An  Agricultural  Parcel  Post. 

By  .L  Henniker  Heaton,  M.P. 

The  Effect  of  Corn  Laws— a 

Reply.  By  Harold  Cox  {Secretary  of 
the  Cobden  Club). 

Washingon.  D  C.  By  the  Hon. 

Maud  Pauncefote. 

Mistress  and  Maid.  By  Mrs. 

Frederic  Harrison. 

A  Working  Man's  View  of 

Trade  Unions.  By  James  G. 
Hutchinson. 

The  Present  Position  of  Wire- 
less Telegraphy.  By  Charles 
Bright,  F.R.S.E. 

The  Beginning  of  Toynbee 

Hall— a  Reminiscence.  By  Mrs. 
S.  A.  Barnett. 

The  Disadvantages  of  Edu- 
cation.   By  0.  Eltzbacher. 

Who  was  Cain's  Wife  ?  By 

W.  Henry  Kesteven,  M.R.C.S. 
Last  Month.    By  Sir  Wemyss 

KEU). 


LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


J ust  Published, 

GRAYLING  FISHING 

IN 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

Fbicb    -     -     2s.  6d.  net. 
Messrs.  SAMPSOH  Low,  Marstoh  *  Co.,  Li». 


MOTTLED  EAST  INDIAN 
RODS,  18  FEET  LONG, 

1/6  each,  or  15/-  per  dozen. 

LARGE  STOCK  TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 

Glass  Minnow  Traps,  2/6.    With  Zino 
Protection,  3/6.    Large  Size,  4/6. 

Reels,  Lines,  Flies,  and  Tackle  in 
great  variety.    Best    Quality,  and 
Reasonable  in  Price. 

JtBPAinS    TO    RODS  PROMPTLY 
AND  CAREFULLY  DONE. 
PRICE  LLST  FREE. 


H.WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  St,,  LIVERPOOL 


FOR  SALE, 

A  PRETTY  FREEHOLD  COTTAGE, 

double-fronted ;  tithe  free  ;  containing  five 
rooms— also  outhouse  ;  walled-in  garden  (half 
an  acre),  well  stocked  with  fruit  and  veget- 
ables ;  side  entrance  ;  half  a  mile  from  Milden- 
hall  Station,  Suffolk  ;  close  to  river  Lark,  where 
good  fishing  is  to  be  had  on  application.— Apply , 
Howes,  "Red  Lion"  Inn,  Freckenham,  Soham, 
Suffolk. 


DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Lord  Knollys  is  commanded  by  the  King 
to  thank  Mr.  Darlington  for  a  copy  of  the 
new  edition,  so  well  got  up,  of  '  London  and 
Environs.'  '* 
"  Nothing  better  could  be  wished  for."— 
British  Weekly. 
"A  brilliant  book."— TA«  Timet. 
"Most  emphatically  tops  them  all."— Daily  Qraphie. 
"Particularly  gooA."— Academy. 

VISITORS  TO  LONDON  SHOULD  USE 

DARLINGTON'S 

4tll  EDITION, 

REVISED f  Ks. 

New  maps  a?w2  plans. 
By  E.  C.  COOK  and       24  Maps 
E.  T.  COOKp  M.A.       and  Plans. 

60  Illustra- 
tions. 

Visitors  to  Brighton,  Eastbourne.  Hastings,  Bourne- 
mouth. Exeter,  Sidmouth,  Esmouth,  Teignmouth,  Daw- 
lish,  Torquay,  Paignton.  Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  Dart- 
moor, Falmouth,  Penzance.  St.  Ives,  Newquay,  Tintagel, 
Clovelly,  Bideford,  Ilfracombe,  Lynton,  Minehead. 
Esmoor,  Wye  Valley,  Severn  Valley,  Bath.  Weston-super- 
Mare,  Malvern,  Hereford.  Worcester,  GlouceBter,  Llan- 
drindod  Wells,  Llangollen,  Bala,Aber,  Llandudno.Colwyn 
Bay,  Conway,  Penmaenmawr,  Llanfairfechan,  Bangor, 
Carnarvon,  Bettwsycoed,  Snowdon.  Rhyl,  Dolgelly.  Aber- 
ystwyth. Towyn,  Barmouth,  Criccieth,  PwUheu,  Norwich, 
Yarmouih,  and  the  Norfolk  Broads,  The  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  Channel  Islands,  should  use 

BAELIKGTON'S  HANDBOOKS,  la.  Each. 

Llangollen  :  Darlington  &  Co.        London  :  Simpkin's. 
New  York  &  Paris  :  Brentano's. 
Railway  Bookstalls,  and  all  Booksellers. 


LONDON 

AND 

ENVIRONS. 


PHOTOGRAPHS.  —  Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Scenery,  RuinB,  etc.,  in  Switzerland.  Italy,  Greece, 
Turkey,  Russia,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Palestine 
and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6d.,  and  28. 
List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 


STANLEY  3IEAD, 

Fishing  Taekle  Dealer  and 
Tliames  Angler, 
Henley  -  on  -  Thames. 

Light  E.I.  Cane  Pike  Rod,  11  ft.,  2  tops,  tongued 
winch  fitted,  hard  steel  rings,  in  bag,  7s.  6d. 
Salmon  or  Twisted  Gut  Live-bait  Trace,  Is. 
Salmon  Gut  Pike  Paternoster,  Is. 
Best  Snap  Tackle  id.   Fish  Preserved  &  Mounted. 


THE 

matan  Sponitia  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CiROnLATES  THROnOHOUT  INDIA,  CETLON, 

Bdrmah,  and  Assam. 
The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  £ast. 
Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  Ac. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16«.  per 
annum.    Single  copies,  5rf.,  post  free,  Id. 

Printed  and  Published  at  TIMES  OF  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFFigB  :  121,  TLEET  STREET,  B.C!. 


FebeuaUt  21,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


147 


I  have  trolled  in  a  loch  with  it,  and  I  often  use  it 
for  spinning  for  trout.  At  lOJoz.  for  lift,  no  one 
can  call  it  heavy. 

Now,  with  a  rod  of,  say,  7oz.,  suppose  a  man  were 
to  go  out  and  find  the  conditions  as  I  have  described 
in  the  earlier  part  of  this  letter — he  would  hardly 
have  an  enjoyable  day,  and  the  probability  is  he 
would  not  catch  fish.  Light  rods  down  to  5oz.  are 
undoubtedly  very  useful  for  fine  work  in  many 
parts,  and  are,  of  course,  suitable  for  men  who  may 
have  weak  or  damaged  wrists.  There  is  no  reason 
why  a  man  whose  purse  is  long  enough  should  not 
have  a  couple  of  these  very  light  rods  for  small 
stream  fishing  in  fine  weather  with  an  up-stream 
wind.  The  fish  would  show  more  play  and  give 
more  sport ;  but  to  the  man  who  can  afford  only 
one  rod  I  would  say,  don't  go  below  8oz.  if  the  rod 
is  without  a  spear.  If  a  spear  is  required  add 
another  ounce,  and  you  will  have  as  light  a  rod  as, 
in  my  opinion,  is  required. — Yours  very  truly, 
Alnwick,  Feb.  14.  John  James  BLaedy, 

P.S. — Since  writing  this  my  copy  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette  has  come  to  hand,  and  I  am  pleased  to  see 
the  very  capital  article  by  "  E.  S.  S.,"  with  most  of 
which  I  cordially  agree. 

LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  common  probably  with  many 
others  I  have  read  the  article  of  "E.  S.  S."  on  this 
long  drawn-out  subject  with  interest,  and  with  his 
main  contention  most  dry  fly  men  will  agree. 

This  main  contention  appears  to  be  that  the  best 
rod  for  our  purpose  should  not  weigh  more  than 
8oz.,  should  not  exceed  9ft.  6in.,  or  at  the  most 
10ft.  in  length,  and  should  be  of  medium  balance  to 
ensure  that  subtle  compromise  of  ease  in  casting 
with  the  precision  which  is  essential. 

Now,  sir,  *'E.  S.  S."  in  his  concluding  remark 
that  "  English  makers  ought  to  be  able  to  produce," 
etc.,  would  seem  to  imply  that  hitherto  the  blame 
for  clumsy  and  heavy  rods  must  be  placed  at  their 
door. 

This  does  not  seem  just,  for  the  dry  fly  man  uses 
the  instrument,  and  if  he  is  to  be  a  good  performer, 
he  surely  ought  to  make  it  his  business  to  know  the 
qualities  that  instrument  should  possess;  it  is,  in 
fact,  part  and  parcel  of  the  angler's  craft,  and  if  a 
man  is  no  judge  of  a  rod  then  he  is  no  fisherman. 

Then,  given  this  knosvledge,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  go  to  a  maker  (and  there  are  several  good  ones) 
and  give  instructions  as  to  the  length,  weight,  and 
balance ;  if  this  is  dona,  and  no  details  are  omitted 
in  the  orders  given,  I  am  convinced  that  a  good 
English  rod-maker  will  satisfy  any  fly  fisher  with 
the  rod  produced. 

As  far  as  my  own  experience  goes,  I  have  used 
one  of  the  best  American  rods  and  found  it  good, 
but  I  have  mostly  fished  with  English  split-cane 
rods  and  have  found  them  better. 

At  the  same  weight  and  price  they  cast  better,  are 
nicer  to  use  and  last  longer. 

With  regard  to  weight,  seven  ounces  and  a  half  is 
the  weight  of  several  English  rods  I  have  seen  lately, 
one  of  which  I  have  used  for  some  time ;  this  one 
has  never  caused  the  slightest  fatigue,  and  is  in 
every  way  pleasant  to  use. 

AMosscrop  reel  (2f,  weight  6oz.)  suits  this  rod, 
and  a  line  only  a  trifle  heavier  than  those  used  for 
wet  fly. 

With  this  combination,  or  one  closely  resembling 
it,  I  have  fished  sixty  days  a  year  for  five  years,  and 
nothing  goes  wrong. 

At  present  I  don't  see  any  inducement  to  get  a 
rod  from  across  the  Atlantic— Yours  truly, 

Charles  Wills. 


A  PEW  DROPS  ON  LIGHT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  an  angler  of  thirty  years'  experi- 
ence, may  I  be  allowed  to  add  a  few  drops  to  the 
Itood  of  mk  now  being  shed  on  this  subject? 

Without  going  into  details  may  I  say  that  I  have 
used  (and  repaired)  rods  of  nearly  every  description 
m  my  long  pilgrimage,  and  do  not  agree  at  all  that 
JingUsh  rods  are  too  heavy  at  the  present  day, 
though  I  do  not  deny  that  they  have  been  so  in  the 
past.  They  are  to-day  most  certainly  the  finest 
weapons  m  the  world,  not  made  simply  for  getting 
out  the  Ime  but  for  killing  fish,  and  that,  in  my 
opinion,  IS  the  difference  between  a  normal  English 
and  an  American  rod.  With  the  light  American 
rod  in  meetmg  the  strain  of  a  heavy  fish  you  have 
only  the  butt  of  the  rod  to  help  you,  whereas  every 
inch  of  an  English  rod  is  fighting  for  you.  Further 
advantages  are  greater  durability  and  lower  price 
in  English  rods  of  good  quality. 

I  venture  to  predict  that  the  present  discussion, 
tnough  most  interesting,  will  end  without  any 
tangible  result.    With  the  exception,  perhaps,  of 

A  ■'^^^f  specimens,  one  can  buy  any  kind  of 
rod  in  England,  and  after  all  a  man  generally  buys 
a  rod  for  his  own  use  and  not  to  flatter  the  whims 
and  opinions  of  his  friends,  just  as  he  will  marry 


the  girl  who  Comes  up  to  his  idea  of  physical  beauty, 
whether  that  be  extreme  leanness  or  Comfortable 
embonpoint,  Mr.  Editor. 

I  do  not  think  a  jury  can  decide  this  question  ; 
the  gentlemen  may  possibly  agree  themselves,  but 
however  eminent  and  influential  in  the  domain  of 
sport  they  may  be.  their  opinion  will  never  be 
accepted  by  anglers  in  general.  The  question  is 
very  technical;  the  solution  could  best  be  given  by 
practical  angler  rod  builders,  and  their  verdict 
obviously  we  cannot  accept. 

When  a  boy,,  in  ray  third  trout  season,  I  handled 
and  admired  a  rod  belonging  to  the  late  John 
Horrocks,  of  Weimar.  It  was  quite  my  ideal.  Said 
this  grand  master  in  the  craft,  "Do  you  like  it  ? 
Well,  take  it."  Then  he  added,  laughing,  "  The  rod 
isn't  worth  a  dam  !  " — Yours  truly, 

Hamburg.  Seehund. 

["Seehund"  asks  to  be  allowed  to  add  a  few 
drops  on  light  rods ;  it  seems  to  me  he  has  dropped 
on  them  "considerable,"  as  delightful  old  David 
Harum  would  say. — Ed.] 

HE  LIGHT  RODS  AND  LINES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  view  of  the  mighty  challenge,  and 
the  various  ideas  cropping  up  weekly  by  authorities 
in  your  columns,  it  behoves  an  ordinary  individual 
to  be  very  careful  as  to  what  he  does  or  says  on 
the  above  subject  in  case  he  may  be  tripped  up.  I 
think  I  recognise  the  initials  of  your  able  exponent 
"E.  S.  S.."  and  have  an  admiration  for  him  as  an 
angler  who  knows  what  he  is  writing  about ;  but 
still  I  cannot  see  how  he  can  make  his  remarks  that 
a  "  5Joz.  Leonard  rod  should  tire  him  in  one 
hour's  fishing  more  than  his  favourite  1  loz.  Hardy 
did  in  a  week  "  agree  with  his  idea  of  doing  away 
with  the  "useless  button  or  spear." 

If  the  laws  of  statics  prove  that  a  centre  of 
gravity  must  be  the  point  where  dead  weight  only 
is  felt  then  we  must  have  that  point  in  the  hand 
grasp  (or  near  it)  in  a  one-handed  rod,  so  that  we 
may  not  have  an  excessive  complication  of  leverage, 
acting  on  the  wrist. 

To  do  this  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  leverage 
from  the  hand  to  the  butt  weighted  with  a  medium 
reel,  line,  and  spear,  to  balance  the  long  leverage 
from  the  hand  to  the  tip  of  the  rod  ;  this  being  clear, 
and  say  the  rod,  reel,  and  line  weighs  18oz.,  then, 
when  you  make  a  cast  forward,  the  effort,  or  force, 
is  equal  to  the  velocity  or  speed  with  which  your 
hand  travels  through  the  air,  multiplied  by  the 
weight,  18oz.  This  summed  up  means — momentum 
equals  the  effort,  as  taught  by  the  "Laws  of 
Motion,"  that  "to  every  force  there  is  an  equal  and 
opposite  force."  Now.  an  expert  angler,  instead  of 
carrying  this  18oz.  weight  throughout  the  whole  of 
his  forward  or  backward  cast,  will  check  the  rod 
suddenly,  thus  conveying  the  momentum  (18oz 
multiplied  by  velocity)  up  the  rod  to  the  tip,  and 
then  to  the  line,  which  takes  it  from  the  tip  and 
expends  it  against  the  air,  in  its  effort  to  get  to  its 
farthest  distance. 

■This  check  is  the  real  stress  that  comes  on  the 
wrist,  and  is  felt  by  the  angler,  both  in  the  forward 
cast  and  backward  cast,  and  is  subject  to  variations 
in  pleasure  or  pain,  according  to  the  distribution  of 
power  in  the  rod,  or  its  initial  power  of  recovery 
due  to  the  quality  of  the  material  and  sections. 

In  treating  of  the  line,  there  is  no  doubt  that  if 
the  rod  can  convey  to  the  line  the  momentum,  as 
explained  above,  and  the  line  is  a  heavy  one,  that 
line  must  travel  farther  and  faster  than  a  light  line, 
as  it  is  only  another  illustration  of  whether  a  person 
can  throw  a  heavy  or  light  ball  the  farthest. 

If  "  E.  S.  S."  "drives"  his  fly  in  the  proper 
direction  and  distance  above  the  water,  he  knows 
perfectly  well  that  it  will  "place"  itself.  It  is 
rather  amusing  to  read  such  expressions  as  "  the 
days  of  heavy  rods  are  past,"  and  straightway  to 
give  an  instance  of  ounces  of  weight  of  rods  that 
have  caused  all  the  severe  stresses  on  the  wrist,  and 
neglecting  balance. 

In  my  opinion  we  have  men  in  England  who  can 
use  a  rod  in  angling  and  make  a  rod  with  its 
accessories  as  well  and  better  than  the  American, 
as  illustrated  only  lately  by  Mr.  Hardy. — Yours 
truly,  Harry  Smith. 

Acton. 


INEXPENSIVE  TROUr  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  often  wondered  why  anglers 
do  not  more  avail  themselves  of  the  excellent  fishino- 
which  is  to  be  got  in  Scotland  in  June  and  July^ 
In  June  the  very  cream  of  the  loch  fishing  can  be 
got,  and  that  too  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  Cheapness 
it  may  be  said  is  a  relative  term,  but  when  you  can 
get  quantities  of  game  trout  with  a  good  lodge  for 
£15  and  £20  a  month,  that,  I  think,  may  be  called 
not  only  relatively  but  absolutely  cheap.  Yet  I 
know  of  some  of  these  lodges  which  are  seldom 
occupied  vmtil  August,  when  they  fetch  compara- 
tively large  sums  on  account  of  the  grouse  shooting. 


Having  secured  one  of  thoso  lodges  in  the  early 
summer  just  when  the  trout  in  the  streams  are  going 
off  the  fly  the  incoming  tenant  is  by  no  means  con- 
fined to  the  loch  or  lochs  which  go  with  liis  own 
lodge ;  at  this  early  season  leave  is  easily  obtained 
for  any  other  fishing  there  may  be  in  the  district, 
and  if  a  neighbouring  lodge  is  occupied  an  occasional 
exchange  of  lochs  can  be  effected  without  difficulty. 
On  some  of  these  northern  waters  there  is  quite  a 
brisk  rise  of  May  Fly  (Green  Drake)  from  about 
June  15  to  July  15,  and  though  I  have  never  made 
large  baskets  with  the  Drake  yet  I  have  invariably 
found  that  when  this  fly  is  on  the  water  the  fish 
come  on  the  rise  freely. 

There  is  one  Caithness  loch  which  I  have  fished 
for  several  seasons  —  namely.   Loch  Hempriggs, 
situated  at  the  very  gates  of  the  lodge,  so  that  no 
driving  is  necessary.    It  is  only  a  small  sheet  of 
water  about  three  miles  round,  but  it  was  restocked 
some  years  ago,  and  is  full  of  small,  game,  leaping, 
dark  silvery,  red-fleshed  trout,  giving  great  sport 
and  excellent  for  the  table.    Their  favourite  flies 
appear  to  be  Claret  and  Grouse,  Orange  and  Grouse, 
Claret  and  Mallard,  and  various  kinds  of  Zulus, 
Silver-bodied  Zulus  for  choice.     Sometimes  they 
will  take  a  Green  or,  preferably,  a  Grey  Drake. 
Two  years  ago,  on  June  7,  I  killed  to  my  own  rod 
152  trout,  weighing  421b.  Goz..  and  next  morning, 
fishing  only  before  lunch,  I  had  42  of  121b.  9oz.  For 
over  a  fortnight  I  then  fished  other  waters.  On 
June  26  I  had  26  fish,  Sjlb.  ;  on  June  27,  86,  261b.  ; 
on  June  28,  .35,  91b.  15oz.  ;  on  July  1,  71,  21  Jib.  ; 
on  July  2,  38.  131b.  ;  on  July  3,  21,  621b.  ;  on  July  4, 
19,  61b.;  on  July  5,  34,  ll^lb. ;  on  July  0,  42,  14^1b.  ; 
on  July  10,  33,  lO^lb.    On  several  of  these  days  I 
only  fished  before  lunch.    Of  course,  when  the  trout 
are  as  in  this  case  small  one  requires  a  good  deal  of 
change,  accordingly  I  tried  several  other  pieces  of 
water  with  varying  success.    One  morning  I  went 
over  to  Watten,  a  good  loch  ten  miles  off,  and  was 
lucky  enough  to  hit  upon  a  soft  morning — south- 
west breeze  and  gentle  rain.    This  is  a  combination 
most  rare  in  Caithness;  over  and  over  again  one  is 
bothered  by  gales  which  rage  for  days.    On  this 
occasion  the  weather  was  propitious  for  two  or 
three  hours  in  the  morning,  the  afternoon  turned 
out  hard  and  bright.    There  had   bean  a  gale 
previously,  and  the  loch  was  somewhat  thick  and 
coloured  in  consequence,  but  fishing  in  a  shallow 
part  where  the  stones  were  just  visible  I  got  in 
quick  succession  eight  fish,  weighing  l^lb.,  lllb., 
lib.  2oz.,  lilb.,  lib.  9oz.,  I'lb.,  IJlb.,  lib.  6oz.  I 
got  also  some  smaller  ones,  most  of  which  I  returned. 
I  was  so  pleased  with  my  sport  here  that  since  then 
I  have  taken  a  boat  for  the  season  on  this  loch,  and 
though  I  have  never  succeeded  in  getting  again 
consecutively  eight  fish  over  lib.  yet  I  have  often 
had  in  half  a  day  from  one  to  three  dozen  fish 
averaging  from  |lb.  to  lib.,  running  up  to  21b.  On 
another  day  I  tried  the  Wick  stream  after  a  spate. 
There  were  some  lovely  pools  in  it,  but  the  weir  at 
Wick  hinders  the  fish  from  running  up.    On  this 
occasion  I  got  a  nice  little  grilse  of  6Jlb. 

On  another  visit  to  Caithness  I  tried  with  a  friend 
some  hill  lochs — TuUachon  and  Sanet — which  are 
scarcely  ever  fished.  They  are  right  away  from 
anywhere,  thirty  miles  or  more  from  Wick,  but 
there  is  a  small  lodge  in  the  middle  of  the  moor 
only  a  hundred  yards  or  so  from  the  lochs,  and  we 
had  some  good  sport  with  the  trout  which  run 
about  two  to  the  pound.  I  cannot  give  particulars 
as  I  have  not  my  diary  for  that  year  by  me. 

Caithness  is  decidedly  an  ugly  county,  one  of  the 
ugliest,  I  think,  in  the  British  Isles,  but  the  air  is 
most  invigorating.  You  get  the  sea  on  every  side 
of  you  and  great  expanses  of  moorland,  and  for 
those  who  have  not  much  money  to  spend  upon 
their  sport,  but  have  plenty  of  leisure,  it  offers 
attractions.  There  are  capital  bicycling  roads  and 
some  places  of  interest  to  visit.  There  is  varied 
sport  to  be  got  very  reasonably,  and  with  that 
sense  of  isolation  which  I  confess  is  to  me  one  of 
the  joys  of  our  contemplative  sport. — Yours  trulv, 

A.  K. 


NOTE  FOR  TARPON  ANGLERS. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Do  you  mind  notifying  that  Ed. 
Hughes  will  again  this  season  be  on  the  lighthouse 
side  of  the  Boco  Grande  Pass,  Florida,  with  his 
floating  hotel  for  tarpon  fishers  ?— Yours  trulv, 

J.  M.  R.  Fran-CIS. 
The  Firs,  Kmgston-on-Thames. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 
Dear  Sir,— As  I  am  seldom  in  Switzerland  in 
August  I  regret  my  inability  to  reply  to  your 
correspondent's  inquiry  about  summer  trout  fishing 
in  the  higher  Alps.  At  this  side  of  the  country  I 
have  heard  of  some  such  fishing  near  and  below 
Chateau-d'-Oex,  in  the  Sarine  and  its  tributaries, 
and  have  known  of  a  little  trout  fishing  in  the 
Viege  about  Champery,  in  summer  time,  and  have 
heard  of  it  on    the  Jura,   near  Vallorbes  and 
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Pontarlier,  but  never  understood  that  it  could  be 
called  good  fishing,  most  of  the  streams  in  summer 
being  so  subject  to  floods  of  snow-water  that  fly 
fishing  becomes  difficult.  In  the  lake  at  Davos 
large  trout  were  reported  to  have  been  caught 
occasionally,  the  fishing,  however,  at  that  time 
(some  years  ago)  being  hampered  by  too  many 
varying  rules  and  regulations.  I  once  heard  of 
good  lake  trout  fishing  at  Piora,  a  longish  ride 
above  Arola.  on  the  St.  Gothard  route,  but  I  had 
then  left  that  part  of  the  country. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  send  you  reports  as 
yet  from  this  neighbourhood  for  several  reasons, 
although  legally  the  Vaudois  fishing  season  opened 
on  Jan.  1,  when  spawning  was  still  in  full  progress. 
The  winter  has  been  an  early  and  a  long  one,  the 
snow,  as  I  write,  still  laying  low  in  the  valleys ;  and 
as  a  result  of  last  summer's  disastrous  floods,  when 
the  Upper  Rhone  had  burst  its  banks,  the  repairing 
and  strengthening  of  these  had  led  to  the  diverting 
of  the  Stockalper  water,  so  that  about  half  of  its 
lower  course  within  reach  from  here  was  lately 
reported  to  be  all  but  dry.  Fishing  did  not  begin 
there  at  the  earliest  till  March  1,  and  it  is  hardly 
possible  that  if  the  stream  is  again  turned  into  its 
old  bed  it  will  afford  any  fishing  this  spring.  The 
higher  reaches,  however,  approachable  by  rail  via 
Aigle,  will  probably  remain  in  their  usual  condition. 

Another  consequence  of  the  inundation  will  be 
the  removal  of  the  quaint  old  covered  wooden 
bridge  crossing  the  Rhone  at  Chessel,  and  its 
replacement  by  a  modern  iron  structure,  certain 
to  be  less  picturesque. 

Mr.  T.  McCarthy,  of  the  Anglers'  Rest,  Waterville, 
can  doubtless  supply  the  information  one  of  your 
correspondents  needs  as  to  March  fishing,  and  the 
three  principal  hotels  in  or  near  the  town. 

If  Messrs.  Allcock  would  be  good  enough  to 
publish  in  your  columns,  with  figures  and  numbers, 
the  half-dozen  most  used  sizes  of  both  Kendal  and 
Redditch  eyed  and  blind  hooks  for  trout  fishing,  it 
would  be  a  valuable  aid  to  anglers  in  simplifying 
the  identification  of  sizes  at  present  represented  by 
the  perplexing  dual  numeration. — Truly  yours, 

Veytaux,  Feb.  8.  Benwyan. 


FRESH-WATER  SHRIMPS  IN  THE 
HATCHERY. 

Dear  Sir, — T  am  pleased  to  hear  the  shrimps 
arrived  alive  and  well.  I  shall  be  interested  to 
hear  how  they  do  on  the  raw  turnips.  I  have  had 
some  in  an  aquarium  (no  water  running  through) 
for  some  months,  and  they  thrive.  They  seem  to 
prefer  meat  or  any  dead  animal  to  anything  else. 
I  intend  making  experiments  this  spring  to  see  if 
they  will  really  keep  the  hatching,  or  rather  rearing, 
boxes  clean.  Last  year  I  found  they  were  rather 
apt  to  get  out.  I  can  supply  almost  any  number 
on  receiving  a  few  days'  notice. — Yours  faithfully, 

Walter  Baily, 

The  Midland  Counties'  Fishery, 

Malvern  Wells,  Feb.  11. 

P.S. — I  import  a  good  many  partridges  from 
Southern  Europe.  A  consignment  came  to  hand 
to-day,  and  in  the  baskets  are  found  turnips  cut  in 
halves,  which  supply  the  birds  with  the  necessary 
moisture  during  the  long  journey — another  use  to 
which  this  vegetable  may  be  put. 

[I  am  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Baily  will  trj'  the  effect 
of  putting  some  fresh-water  shrimps  into  the 
hatching  trays.  I  have  only  heard  of  their  being 
used  in  Germany  in  the  trays  with  the  eggs.  It  is 
said  their  constant  movement  keeps  sediment  from 
depositing  on  the  eggs,  and  that  they  do  not  attack 
live  eggs.  I  feel  sure  that  the  value  of  many  a  sheet 
of  water  would  be  increased  if  fresh-water  shrimps 
were  introduced.  There  is  no  better  food  for  trout. 
The  shrimps  turn  pink  when  cooked,  and,  I  believe, 
when  cooked  in  live  fish  they  help  to  give  the  flesh 
a  pink  tinge. — Ed.] 


HOW  TO  MAKE  WATERTIGHT  A  POND 
OR  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  Mr.  L.  F.  Barton's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  14  1  am  afraid, 
unless  there  is  something  good  to  back  the  cement, 
the  leakage  will  not  be  cured  by  any  paintings. 

I  have  just  had  a  small  pond  made  as  follows — 
bottom,  Gin.  of  puddled  clay  covered  with  Gin.  of 
cement  concrete ;  sides,  9in.  brick  walls  cemented 
inside  and  backed  by  Gin.  of  puddled  clay,  the 
bricks  at  and  near  waterline  being  blue  Staffordshire 
bricks  and  finished  at  top  with  ornamental  stone 
work.  This  pond  is  quite  watertight.  I  shall  be 
glad  t )  give  Mr.  Barton  any  further  particulars. 
Yours  truly,  Badger  Midge. 


THE  IMPROVED  "AERIAL"  REEL. 

Dear  Sir.  —  In  reference  to  our  improved 
"Aerial  "  reel,  which  you  kindly  noticed  in  your  issue 
of  Feb.  14,  we  should  like  to  mention  the  fact  that 
we  make  two  reels  of  this  kind — namely.  No.  5100 


is  the  "Aerial"  reel  with  aluminium  back,  holding 
about  ninety  yards  of  No.  G  waterproof  silk  line, 
which  line  lifts  171b.  dead  weight,  and  5101  with  a 
double  flange,  which  enables  the  reel  to  carry  almost 
double  the  amount  of  line  to  the  other.  This  reel 
has  a  gun-metal  line-guard  as  suggested  by  W. 
Baden-Powell,  K.C.   Both  reels  are  4in.  in  diameter. 

One  or  two  split  shot  will  be  sufficient  to  carry 
the  line  out. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  minutes  that  it  will 
run  that  depends  if  the  reel  is  kept  properly  oiled. 
We  have  made  several  that  ran  for  over  three 
minutes.  Of  course  this  is  not  necessary,  as  no 
baits  require  more  than  five  to  ten  seconds  in 
casting.  We  put  a  line  guard  on  the  5100  quality 
if  desired. — We  are,  yours  faithfully, 

S.  Allcock  &  Co. 

P.S. — We  shall  be  pleased  to  send  you  one  of 
these  G  lines  to  test  with  the  reel,  or  a  line  two 
sizes  larger — namely,  E ;  this  line  lifts  261b.  The 
check  can  be  made  silent  if  you  like. 

[The  block  Messrs.  Allcock  sent  last  week  was  not 
the  block  they  intended  to  send.  I  did  not  notice 
it  was  an  old  one  until  it  was  in  print.  It  should 
have  showed  the  semi-circular  gun-metal  line  guard. 
I  see  that  Mr.  Lambon,  of  Sutton  Coldfield,  has  taken 
136  pike  on  Messrs.  AUcock's  collapsible  spoon. — 
Ed.] 


"TROUT  FLIES  AND  FLY-DRESSING." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  much  interested  in 
reading  "Trout  Flies  and  Fly-Dressing — Letters 
from  my  Dad,"  by  Alan  Grange.  How  strange  it 
is  to  me  to  recall  the  fact  that  from  this,  my  native 
city  of  Edinburgh,  I  wrote  to  my  now  old  friend 
the  Rev.  S.  L.  giving  him  instructions  in  the  knack 
of  dressing  trout  flies  in  the  simplest  manner 
possible,  till  he  tied  as  good  a  fly  as  I  did  myself. 

I  had  never  even  seen  him  then,  but  he  was  the 
old  chum  (at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge)  of  one  of 
my  oldest  and  best  friends.  He  was  then  a  Master 
at  Brighton  College — to  me  a  terra  incognita.  Little 
did  I  think  when  I  was  sending  to  S.  L.  in  1862 
instructions  in  fly  tying  that  I  should  spend  over 
twenty-one  years  in  Brighton,  and  that  I  should 
live  to  have  my  two  sons  educated  at  Brighton 
College  ! 

My  last  pupil  was  a  talented  girl,  and  I  have  a 
charming,  if  small,  water-colour  drawing,  which  she 
afterwards  sent  me,  with  a  fly  so  beautifully  drawn, 
curled  round  the  sketch,  that  many  an  old  hand 
has  thought  it  was  a  real  artificial  fly,  so  skilfully  is 
it  executed  and  so  wonderfully  has  she  managed  to 
draw  the  gut  on  which  the  fly  is  tied.  As  this 
pupil  was  residing  in  London — while  I  was  living 
in  Brighton — in  1895-96,  and  as  all  my  instructions 
were  in  writing,  I  hope  this  fact  will  not  be  without 
interest  to  Mr.  Alan  Grange. 

I  used  simply  to  love  dressing  flies.  I  dressed  a 
much  more  elaborate  and  artistic  salmon  fly  than 
I  ever  did  a  trout  fly ;  but  I  will  say  this  for  the 
latter,  when  it  came  to  practical  fishing — wet  fly 
fishing — no  flies  killed  better  (and  many  an  angler 
has  been  glad  to  have  some  of  them)  than  these 
single  winged  flies. 

I  may  add  that  some  of  "Dad's  "  flies  (only  some  of 
them)  are  exactly  what  I  used  to  dress,  as  far  as 
their  appearance  goes.  Figs.  33  and  35  are  the  very 
perfection  of  hackled  flies  for  wet  fly  fishing,  just  as 
Figs.  29  and  37  are  far  too  heavily  dressed,  for  my 
own  ideas,  and  indeed  quite  out  of  it.  When  I 
dressed  trout  flies  I  used  only  one  upright  wing, 
tied  in  a  small  bunch,  a  few  turns  of  soft  hackle  or 
dubbing,  and  no  body,  save  the  tying  silk,  ever. 

But  what  has  tempted  me  to  lift  the  pen  is  the 
natural  fly  so  faithfully  portrayed  at  Fig.  39.  I 
have  so  often  seen  them  lying 
flat  thus  on  the  surface.  I  sug- 
gest that  a  fly  tied  thus,  not  with 
wings  cocked,  but  like  a  small 
boat,  with  the  blades  of  two 
pairs  of  oars  lying  flat  on  the 
surface — as  in  the  sketch  en- 
closed— might  kill  trout  on  some 
dry  fly  river  where  trout  have 
got  used  to  the  cocked  wing. 
Anyhow,  they  would  surely  float 
all  right,  especially  if  oiled.  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  and 
"  Val  Conson "  kindly  take  note  of  this  hint. 
Kindly  say  if  it  is  a  practical  one,  for  I  profess 
ignorance  concerning  the  dry  fly  school,  and  bow  to 
such  as  you. — Yours  truly,  E,  M.  Tod. 


Fig.  39. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  seen  the  article  on  the  above 
by  Mi.  A.  P.  Silver  in  your  last  issue.  In  it  is  a 
picture  of  salmon  fishing,  which  first  appeared  some 
three  years  ago  in  Mr.  Reid's  time-table  of  the 
Newfoundland  Railway,  wherein  besides  the  times 
of  the  trains  were  copious  notes  relative  to  the  sport 
in  the  island,  especially  shooting  and  fishing,  of  a 


more  or  less  misleading  and  exaggerated  rtattire» 
This  picture  at  the  time  was  copied  into  one  of  the 
illustrated  papers  her0,  and  purported  to  refer  to 
Harry's  Brook,  St.  George's  Bay,  Newfoundland. 

Now  these  salmon  therein  depicted  were  caught  in 
nets  near  St.  John's  in  the  sea ;  they  were  then 
taken  to  a  small  stream  near  the  said  city  and 
photographed  as  repressnted.  The  whole  thing 
was,  in  fact,  faked ;  an  impudent  sham  to  get 
people  to  go  out  to  the  colony  and  spend  money. 
The  salmon  caught  with  the  fly  in  Newfoundland 
are  small — seven  out  of  eight  at  least  don't  exceed 
41b.  to  4|lb.  The  larger  fish  which  come  up  in  the 
first  run  are  sulky,  the  reason  I  cannot  tell.  This 
is  especially  the  case  in  the  north  branch  of  the 
Humber,  called  by  Mr.  Silver  "  The  Willow  Steady, 
from  the  number  of  wild  willows  which  edge  the 
banks."  This  is  an  error,  the  real  name  is  Willis's 
Steady ;  as  to  willows,  they  grow  alongside  all 
streams.  There  is  no  fishing-ground  till  you  get  to 
the  falls,  forty  miles  above  where  Willis's  Steady 
joins  the  main  stream;  there  I  killed  a  good  many 
salmon,  but  ten  out  of  eleven  did  not  exceed  4Jlb., 
a  good  many  less. 

Neither  can  I  agree  with  Mr.  Silver's  statement 
that  the  number  of  salmon  are  increasing  in  the 
rivers.  The  wardens  are  seldom  of  any  use,  being 
appointed  for  political  purposes  and  badly  paid,  and 
notwithstanding  that  the  salmon  laws  are  good, 
with  the  exception  of  there  being  no  weekly  close 
time,  the  number  of  the  fish  are  decreasing.  The 
chief  cause  of  this  is  the  cod  traps.  These  are  a 
pound  of  nets  about  twenty  yards  square  with  a 
bottom  to  it  anchored  a  short  distance,  about  one 
hundred  yards  or  more,  from  the  shore.  There  is 
a  door  on  the  eide  next  the  shore,  from  which  ia 
stretched  a  net  called  a  leader,  such  net  being 
fastened  to  the  bank.  As  the  mesh  of  the  trap  is 
only  four  inches,  often  much  smaller,  all  the  small 
salmon  that  would  get  through  a  five  to  six  inch 
salmon  net  are  mopped  up,  as  many  as  300  some- 
times being  taken  at  once.  Now,  these  traps  have 
been  set  for  some  twelve  years  all  along  the 
non-treaty  coasts,  with  the  result  that  the  catch  of 
salmon  has  fallen  off  most  grievously — not  a  tithe 
of  the  fish  there  used  to  be  before  the  cod  traps. 
At  one  time  the  French  objected  to  cod  traps,  but 
the  last  year  thej'  have  abandoned  any  opposition 
to  them.  They  are,  in  fact,  deserting  the  island, 
so  that  now  all  the  treaty  shore  which  comprises  the 
western  coast,  will  be  a  network  of  traps,  with  the 
result  that  the  salmon  will  suffer  accordingly. 

These  cod  traps  have  most  seriously  depleted  the 
cod  fishery  on  the  coasts  of  the  colony,  and  the 
people  are  only  able  to  keep  up  their  catch  by  going 
further  and  further  north  to  grounds  hitherto  not 
fished  out  more  or  less,  but  the  day  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  these  northern  fishing  grounds  will  in 
their  turn  be  depleted,  because  you  cannot  destroy 
the  young  of  any  living  thing  in  large  numbers  and 
expect  to  get  the  same  number  of  full-grown 
specimens.  The  traps  catch  a  large  number  of 
very  small  flsh,  which  are  not  worth  sending  to 
market.  Well,  when  this  depletion  takes  place  the 
colony  will  be  in  a  bad  way.  How  will  she  pay  the 
interest  on  her  (for  her  population)  enormous  debt, 
there  being  no  other  industries  in  the  island  capable 
cf  being  developed  to  supply  the  place  of  her 
fisheries  ?  Tliey  should  at  once  abolish  these  cod 
traps,  which  are  so  destructive,  and  return  to  the  ) 
hook  and  line,  which  paid  better  and  did  no  harm. 
The  expense  required  for  hook  and  line  fishing  was 
small,  whereas  a  cod  trap  costs  about  £70  to  £80, 
and  hundreds  of  them  are  absolutely  destroyed  in 
one  night  by  gales  of  wind  and  ice.  Such  happened 
last  spring.  Most  of  the  fishermen,  if  polled,  would 
vote  to  go  back  to  the  hook  and  line,  but  others, 
who  have  a  lot  of  money  sunk  in  the  traps,  say, 
"Oh,  it  will  last  our  time."  Such  is  the  rotten 
suicidal  policy  pursued  in  our  oldest  colony,  which 
is  bound  in  the  end  to  bring  it  to  ruin.— Youra 
truly,  Richard  Dashwood. 

Naval  and  Military  Club, 
94,  Piccadilly,  W. 
Feb.  15. 

[I  am  very  much  obliged  to  Major  -  General 
Dashwood,  imd  have  referred  to  this  letter  in  my 
notes. — Ed.] 


A  GOOD  PLACE  FOR  A  SPORTSMAN  TO 
LIVE  IN  WANTED. 

De.4JI  Sir, — As  a  very  old  subscriber  to  your 
always  interesting  journal,  I  address  you  in  the  hope 
that  you  or  one  of  your  readers  would  tell  me  of  a 
place  for  a  permanent  residence  in  Great  Britain  or 
elsewhere  having  a  fairly  dry  climate,  pleasant 
scenery,  with  really  good  sea  and  river  fishing  and 
a  little  shooting.  If  free  from  "cheap  trippers" 
the  place  wovild  be  all  the  more  suitable. — Yours 
faithfully.  One  fond  of  SroRT. 

[Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  gee  page  155.] 

THE  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Kailvvay  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10».  M. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto    5t.  4d. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  Sd. 

To  the  Colouies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12*.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements.' 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  1.5  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page  ..    2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  28th,  1903. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 
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The  Fly  Fishers'  Club  Annual  Dinner; 
The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  last 
■week  was  as  usual  a  very  successful  affair.  By  an 
oversight,  which  I  much  regret,  no  mention  was 
made  in  our  report  of  the  musical  entertainment, 
which,  judging  from  the  applause  accorded  to  the 
singers,  gave  much  satisfaction,  and  is  always  a 
leading  feature  of  the  Dinner.  The  artistes  were 
Mr.  Franklin  Clive.  Miss  Ethel  Bevans,  Mr.  H. 
Schartau,  and  Miss  Muriel  George.  The  menu  was 
charmingly  illustrated  by  Mr.  Shirley  Fox,  one  of 
the  members. 

Good  Rods  from  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street,  Liverpool,  showed 
me  the  other  day  some  excellent  fly  rods ;  one  of 
them  a  three-joint  whole-cane  with  two  tops,  at  18s., 
was  a  powerful  dry-fly  rod,  length  QJft.,  weight 
9Joz.  Mr.  Whitty  could  reduce  the  weight  by  at 
least  3o7..  without  touching  the  wood ;  the  reel 
fittings  and  brass  knob  make  the  weight,  but  many 
aQglers  want  weight  there  as  they  use  very  small 
reels.  1.  a  heavier  reel  is  used  of  course  the  fittings, 
etc..  can  be  lighter. 

He  also  showed  me  a  two-joint  greenheart  at  15s., 
but  I  must  say  I  have  never  found  a  two- joint  rod 
Bo  good  as  one  in  three,  and,  of  course,  it  is  less 
convenient  to  carry.  Of  course  the  two-joint  is  a 
bit  lighter  as  there  is  one  set  of  ferrules  less.  Mr. 
Whitty  keeps  American  rods  in  stock,  including 
Leonard's  split-canes. 

Grayling. 

German  fish  breeders  have  been  successful  in 
feeding  grayling  fry  with  '-May"  Flies— collected 
and  dried  for  the  purpose.  As  the  flies  are  found 
in  greatest  numbers  in  August,  they  are  probably 
not  quite  the  same  as  our  May  Fly,  but  they  are 
very  similar.  They  are  attracted  by  fires  in  the 
fields  at  night,  collected  in  great  quantities,  and  dried 
and  sold  as  food  for  birds  and  fish,  and  are  doubt- 
less very  nutritious. 

_  But  in  order  to  stock  a  water  with  grayling,  the 
simplest  and  most  efl'ectiVe  plan  ia  to  introduce  a 
few  pairs  of  mature  fish  j  it  is  in  this  waj^  that 


most  of  the  successful  attempts  to  stock  with  this 
fine  fish  have  been  made.  I  must  give  a  word  of 
warning  as  to  the  necessity  for  caution  in  intro- 
ducing the  fish,  and  there  is  a  curious,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  groundless,  prejudice  against  it  on  the 
part  of  some  anglers  and  owners  of  waters.  Cer- 
tainly it  is  true  that  in  some  it  does  not  retain  its 
character  as  a  free-rising  fish,  and  one  friend  for 
whom  I  obtained  some  fine  fish  to  try  in  the  upper 
Lea  found  they  increased  rapidly  but  gave  no 
sport  with  the  fly,  so  he  had  them  netted  out. 

I  think  that  our  pisciculturists  would  certainly 
find  that  it  will  repay  them  to  give  more  attention 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  grayUng.  The  difficulties 
experienced  with  it  have  for  the  most  part  been 
overcome,  and  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Andrews,  of 
Guildford,  who  did  so  much  for  the  good  fame  of 
English  pisciculture,  told  me  many  years  ago  that 
he  believed  it  would  thrive  in  many  rivers  which 
had  been  considered  unsuitable  for  it.  Of  course, 
care  should  be  taken  not  to  introduce  it  into  waters 
of  limited  feeding  capacity,  which  already  contain 
trout  and  afford  satisfactory  sport.  I  never 
advocate  the  indiscriminate  introduction  of  new 
fish  into  a  water,  but  I  have  such  great  admiration 
in  every  way  for  the  grayling  that  I  often  wish  its 
good  qualities  were  much  more  widely  known  than 
is  the  case. 


Light  Split-Cane  Rods  made  in  Paris. 
Messrs.  Wyers  Freres,  the  very  enterprising 
fishing  tackle  makers,  of  30,  Quai  du  Louvre, 
Paris,  have  for  some  time  past  taken  up  the  manu- 
facture of  split-cane  rods,  which,  although  not 
quite  up  to  the  best  English  and  American  make, 
are  very  good  indeed.  They  have  sent  me  two 
rods — one  an  ordinary  fly-rod  for  general  use  of 
lOft.,  and  a  dry-fly  rod  of  9|ft.  The  10ft.  rod 
weighs  7oz.,  it  is  in  three  joints,  with  two  tops  in 
landing  handle  ;  the  9^ft.  weighs  only  5|oz..  and  is 
a  capital  dry-fly  rod.  Both  rods  are  made  from 
what  Messrs.  Wyers  call  their  "Java  steel  rent 
cane."-  They  have  pin  lock  -  fast  joints,  cork 
handles,  and  are  very  creditable  specimens  of  rod 
making.  Curiously  enough  .the  beautiful  enamel- 
like finish  which  our  rod-makers  give  their  rods 
is  replaced  by  ordinary  varnish,  which,  while  it  of 
course  does  not  , detract  from  the  casting  power, 
does  not  improve  the  appearance  of  the  rods,  and, 
in  fact,  makes  them  look  less  good  than  they  are. 
The  price  of  each  rod  is  £4  10s.,  consequently  one 
expects  to  find  that  beauty  of  finish  which  our  best 
rod-makers  are  noted  for.  The  winch  fittings  on 
these  rods  are  the  lightest  I  have  ever  seen,  in 
fact  the  metal  is  too  thin  for  long  wear  and  tear. 
Still,  details  like  these  are  not  essentials  for  catching 
fish,  though  they  may  be  all  important  in  catching 
anglers.  R.  B.  Marston. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TEOUT  ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Grimble, 
Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc. 


(Continued  from  page  131.) 

CHAPTER  m.— continued. 

The  Ugie  falls  into  the  sea  a  little  to  the  north  of 
Peterhead,  after  a  run  of  twenty-two  miles,  chiefly 
through  an  agricultural  country.  The  main  stream 
is  only  formed  at  Rora  Bridge,  about  four  miles 
above  the  mouth,  by  the  junction  of  the  Deer  on 
the  south  and  the  Strichen  on  the  north,  from 
which  point  the  Ugie  meanders  slow  and  deep  to 
the  sea.  Part  of  it  can  be  fished  from  Mintlaw  at 
ten  shillings  a  month ;  tickets  from  the  Factor  at 
Pitfour.  October  is  the  only  month  when  there  is 
a  chance  of  salmon  or  sea-trout,  and  of  course 
there  are  many  anglers.  At  Peterhead  there  is 
also  an  anghng  club  which  issues  tickets  for  the 
lowest  few  miles  of  the  river,  but  the  stream  is  so 
small — in  many  places  jumpable  by  an  active  man 
— and  fish  are  so  scarce  that  I  could  not  advise 
anyone  to  go  to  either  Mintlaw  or  Peterhead  with 
the  express  purpose  of.  fishing  the  Ugie.  When 
staying  at  Pitfour  I  fished  the  lower  reaches  for 
four  or  five  days  after  a  September  rainfall,  and 
after  the  nets  had  ceased  work  on  Sept.  10,  and 
during  the  whole  time  I  never  even  saw  a  fish 
splash.  Nevertheless,  if  I  revisited  Pitfour  again  I 
should  once  more  attack  the  Ugie,  obhvious  of  past 
failure,  and  really  the  river  is  only  good  for  those 
on  the  spots    Fi«h  it  hard  by  all  means  if  staying  I 


near  it,  but  do  not  go  on  purpose;  The  favourite 
local  fly  is  a  simple  affair,  with  an  uncanny,  half- 
dressed  look  about  it,  for  there  is  no  tail— silver 
tinsel  body— a  white  hackle  all  the  way  up,  with 
several  turns  at  the  shoulder,  mallard  wing, 
dressed  on  a  No.  7  Limerick  trout  hook.  With 
this  odd-looking  production  a  friend  of  mine  took 
several  heavy  fish  towards  the  end  of  one  October. 
Indeed,  ditch-like  and  small  as  is  the  river,  the 
fish  are  remarkably  heavy,  for  in  1891  the  nets  had 
a  sea-trout  of  271b.  and  a  salmon  of  OOJlb.,  though 
I  can  hardly  think  such  a  monster  seriously  con- 
templated ascending  the  Ugie. 

The  Ythan  is  the  only  other  river  in  Aberdeen- 
shire that  offers  open  fishing.  It  falls  into  the  sea 
at  Newburgh,  some  fifteen  miles  to  the  north  of 
Aberdeen,  after  a  tortuous  but  smooth-flowing  run 
of  forty  miles.  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  owns  the 
largest  and  best  part  of  the  river,  which  flows 
through  his  property  for  fourteen  miles.  On  some 
parts  of  this  long  stretch  of  water  the  Earl  gener- 
ously gives  permission  by  tickets,  while  reserving 
for  himself  a  part  of  it  near  Haddo  House.  The 
average  catch  of  fish  to  the  rod  on  the  whole 
length  is  about  a  hundred  fish  each  season.  The 
Ythan  is  a  famous  netting  river,  the  chief  run  of 
fish  taking  place  in  August  and  September, 
although  the  river  is  declared  open  on  Feb.  24 ;  the 
nets  come  off  on  Sept.  10,  and  from  that  time  to 
the  end  of  October  is  the  angler's  opportunity. 

The  Fishery  Board  Reports  of  1889, 1890,  and  1891 
state  that  the  total  take  of  the  Ythan  nets  in  these 
three  years  amounted  to  17,375  salmon  and  grilse,  as 
against  407  fish  taken  by  the  rods  in  the  same 
period,  which  gives  42  fish  to  the  nets  for  one  to 
the  rod,  which  is  hardly  a  fair  proportion.  Since 
1891  the  lessees  of  the  nets  have  modestly  refused 
to  give  any  further  information  to  the  Fishery 
Board ;  this  reticence  almost  ensures  that  since 
1891  the  takes  have  even  exceeded  the  figures 
given,  in  which  case  the  fortunate  lessees  may  well 
feel  bashful.  Jock  Scott,  Silver  Doctor,  and  Butcher 
are  the  three  favourite  flies,  and  between  them  they 
account  for  some  heavy  fish  each  autumn.  In  1892 
Dr.  Fowler,  of  Ellon — which,  by  the  way,  is  the  best 
place  to  stay  at  if  permission  be  got — had  one  of 
441b.  from  Lord  Aberdeen's  section,  and  Mr.  C.  G. 
Smith,  the  Factor  at  Haddo  (to  whom  appUcations 
for  permission  should  be  addressed),  had  another  of 
361b.,  while  the  small  museum  there  contains  a 
stuffed  monster  of  51|lb.,  which  was  found  dead  in 
a  backwater  where  it  had  been  left  by  a  January 
flood  in  1895.  It  was  a  cock  fish  much  out  of  con- 
dition, and  would  have  been  but  little  short  of  60lb. 
when  it  came  from  the  sea.  During  the  month  of 
November  there  is  always  a  large  run  of  heavy 
fish,  which  fact  induced  the  Ythan  District  Board 
to  petition  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to  extend  the 
rod  season  for  a  further  fortnight,  but  the  request, 
which  under  the  circumstances  seemed  a  reasonable 
one,  was  refused. 

In  the  tidal  water  of  the  Ythan  at  Newburgh 
the  Udney  Arms  Hotel  has  the  right  over  some  four 
miles,  which  can  be  fished  by  wading  trousers 
from  the  bank  or  by  boat.  Though  a  few  grilse  are 
occasionally  taken,  the  sea-trout  and  finnock  fishing 
is  the  feature  of  the  place,  while  as  the  hotel  is 
provided  -with  all  the  suitable  tackle  and  flies  made 
expressly  for  that  water  by  a  local  man  I  refrain  from 
giving  details  lest  I  might  unwittingly  be  depriving 
him  of  customers.  From  the  middle  of  March  (what 
about  kelts  ?),  May  and  June  excepted,  to  end  of 
October  sport  is  continuous,  but  July,  August,  and 
September  are  the  cream  of  it,  and  anyone  wishing  to 
trj'  his  luck  in  those  months  is  urged  to  apply  as  soon 
as  possible,  for  the  demand  far  exceeds  the  supply 
of  rooms.  Angling  is  prohibited  from  about  April 
20  for  a  month,  during  the  season  of  the  smolt 
descent.  Boats  carry  two  anglers,  and  only  one 
man  is  required,  who  gets  5s.  lOd.  a  day,  including 
his  lunch.  Angling  is  5s.  a  day  and  the  hotel  tariff 
55s.  a  week.  Sea-trout  and  finnock  lumped  together 
average  |lb.,  and  twenty  is  about  the  average  daily 
take.  In  1896  one  rod  had  173  in  eight  days;  in 
1899  another  eight  days  gave  150  sea-trout  weigh- 
ing 64lb.  ;  and  there  is  the  hotel  fish  book  to  refer 
to  for  many  other  good  times.  Anglers  keep  their 
catch. 

THE  LOWLANDS. 
Ayrshire,  Dumfries,  Kirkcudbright,  and 
Wigtownshire. 

The  county  of  Ayr  rejoices  in  half-a-dozen  very 
pretty  streams,  namely,  the  Ayr,  the  Doon,  Irvin?) 
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Garnock,  Gii  van,  and  Stinchar.  Sad  to  say  that 
ovor-nctting,  poaching,  and  pollution  have  pretty 
well  wiped  out  the  fish  from  the  whole  of  them,  and 
the  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  good  anghng 
water  they  possess  between  them  does  not  reaUse 
£5  a  mile  ! 

The  Fishery  Board  Report  of  1896  speaks  very 
strongly  on  the  state  of  affairs  prevailing  in  this 
county.  It  exphcitly  states  that  there  is  no  attempt 
made  to  observe  the  close  times ;  that  smolts  and 
parr  are  caught  by  myriads ;  that  the  mill  hands 
openly  gaff  the  fish  as  they  ascend  the  dams ;  that 
they  arc  poisoned  by  pollutions  which  might  easily 
be  diverted ;  and  that  the  few  fish  which  are 
"eventually  fortunate  enough  to  reach  the  spawning 
beds  are  at  once  killed  by  poachers  !  In  1893  five 
hundred  dead  or  dying  salmon  were  removed  from 
the  Doon,  all  of  which  were  killed  by  a  single  dis- 
charge of  refuse  from  a  pit  of  an  iron  company ! 
The  wandering  angler,  therefore,  need  not  regret 
that  there  is  very  Httle  open  water  in  this  county. 
A  few  odd  fish  are  got  by  trolling  on  Loch  Doon, 
certainly  not  a  dozen  in  the  season,  and  then  on  the 
Girvan,  which  falls  into  the  sea  opposite  to  Ailsa  Craig, 
the  last  mile  of  Sir  Reginald  Cathcart's  Killochan 
water — the  one  nearest  to  the  mouth — is  let  to  an 
angling  club  at  Girvan,  for  which  tickets  are  issued 
to  visitors  at  a  nominal  cost,  so  small  as  to  be 
hardly  worth  mentioning;;  It  is  better  fjr  sea-trout 
than  for  salmon,  while  sport  only  begins  as  the  nets 
come  off  on  Sept.  10,  and  is  practically  limited  to 
the  last  six  weeks  of  the  season,  which  ends  on 
Oct.  31.  All  lures  are  permitted,  and  the  standard 
flies  of  medium  size  will  kill.  Wading  stockings  are 
wanted,  and  a  sixteen-foot  rod  will  do  the  work. 
Tha  sea-trout  average  21b.,  and  finnock  just  over 
|lb.  A  gentleman  who  has  fished  the  Girvan  for 
many  years  describes  it  as  "  scarcely  to  be 
classed  as  a  silmon  river,"  while  another 
equally  experienced  authority  says :  "  I  get  a 
great  deal  of  amusement  out  of  the  Girvan,  but 
precious  few  fish.  It  is  indeed  capable  of  vast 
improvement." 

The  Annan  drains  350  square  miles  of  country  ere 
it  falls  into  the  Solway,  about  a  mile  below  the 
town  from  wliich  it  takes  its  name.  In  the  thirty- 
five  miles  of  its  course  it  receives  half-a-dozen  big 
tributaries,  in  addition  to  many  smaller  ones.  The 
Evan,  Moffat,  Kinnel,  Ae,  Dryfe.  and  Milk  are  all 
of  them  feeders  up  which  migratory  fish  push  their 
way  late  in  the  autumn.  Though  free  from  pollu- 
tions the  mill  dams,  or  "  caulds,"  are  numerous  both 
on  the  medn  stream  and  tributaries,  and  in  low 
water  prevent  the  fish  from  ascending.  The  Arman 
13  a  late  river,  clean  fish  not  showing  much  before 
April,  while  the  nets  are  on  till  Sept.  10  and  the 
rods  are  plied  till  Nov.  15,  by  which  time  the  fish 
of  the  upper  reaches  are  very  much  off  colour. 
For  eight  miles  below  Moffat  the  right  bank  belongs 
to  Mr.  John  Hope  Johnstone,  of  Raehills  and 
Annandale,  who  generously  gives  leave  to  the 
visitors  and  townspeople  of  Moffat  to  fish  some 
seven  miles  of  it,  while  Sir  Robert  Jardine  is 
equally  liberal  on  the  opposite  bank.  Late  in  the 
season  a  fair  number  of  smallish  fish  are  caught 
here  chiefly  by  the  worm,  to  which  the  pebble 
bottom  is  well  suited.  Even  in  September,  and 
before  the  nets  were  off,  I  had  several  grilse  here 
after  a  very  heavy  flood.  Many  other  reaches  of 
the  Annan  can  be  fished  on  payment  of  small  sums 
to  the  Factors  of  the  proprietors,  who  distribute  the 
receipts  to  local  charities.  The  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
water  at  Lockerbie,  parts  of  the  Hoddom  Castle, 
Castlemilk,  and  Newbie  sections,  with  several 
others  can  all  be  fished  in  this  way.  The  Castle- 
milk reach  extends  on  the  left  bank  for  nearly  three 
miles,  from  the  Beck  bum,  a  stream  a  little  above 
Williamwalk  Bridge,  down  to  the  junction  of  the 
Milk — a  water  that  is  perhaps  better  for  trout, 
which  are  very  good,  than  for  salmon,  though  there 
is  a  fair  chance  of  a  fish  at  any  time  when  there  is 
a  flood  after  the  nets  are  off.  Here  good  takes  of 
herling,  as  finnocks  and  whitling  are  called,  can  be 
made  in  July  and  August,  especially  by  night  fishing, 
which  is  not  prohibited.  On  this  section  there  are 
thirteen  nice  pools,  namely  : — Ivy,  Dungeon,  Manse, 
Row  Green,  Buttress,  Stag.  Back  o'  Wood,  Shill- 
holm  Hass,  Cauld.  Upper  and  Lower  Crawford, 
Dillholm,  and  Milkfoot,  each  of  which  will  take 
about  twenty  minutes  to  fish  properly,  and  wading 
trousers  are  necessary  on  most  of  them.  Here  are 
the  terms  on  which  licences  to  fish  on  the  Castlemilk 
waters 'are  granted,  and  they  may  be  accepted  as 
a  reliable  guide  to  all  the  other  ticket  waters  of  the 
river: — 


Notice. — River  Annan. 
Castlemilk  and  Dinwoodie  Estates. 
Licences  for  rod  fishing  will  be  granted  on  certain 
conditions,  and  on  the  following  terms,  namely  : — 

Castlemilk  Dinwoodie 
water.  water. 
£    s.   d.        £  s.  d. 
For  the  season  . .        . .  *2    0    0        1    0  0 

March  1  to  Oct.  10  .  .  ..1  0  0  0  10  0 
March  1  to  Aug.  .31  ..  .  .  0  10  0  0  5  0 
Sept.  1  to  Oct.  10  ..  ..  0  10  0  0  5  0 
Oct.  11  to  Nov.  15  ..  .  .  *1  0  0  0  10  0 
For  one  week  between  March  1 

and  Aug.  31  .  .  ..0  2  0  0  1  0 
For  one  week  between  Sept.  1 

and  Oct.  10  . .  ..0  3  0  0  1  G 
For  one  week  between  Oct.  1 1 

and  Nov.  15  .  .  .  .  0  *5  0  0  2  6 
*  N.B. — Exclusive  of  Brocklorig  water  after  Oct.  10. 

The  licences  will  be  issued  on  application  to  Mr. 
A.  Chapman,  Breckonhill,  Lockerbie. 

The  proprietor  does  not  bind  himself  to  issue 
licences  to  every  applicant. 

The  proceeds  will  be  given  towards  charitable 
objects. 

John  M.  Aitken, 

Norwood,  Lockerbie. 

Therefore  to  the  angler  who  does  not  wish  to  pay 
much  for  his  sport  the  Annan  offers  a  large  extent 
of  fairly  good  fishing,  for  the  fronting  is  by  no 
means  to  be  despised,  though  naturally  these  ticket 
waters  are  not  stocked  as  plentifully  with  brownies 
as  those  reaches  which  are  kept  in  private  hands 
and  lightly  fished.  As  far,  however,  as  salmon, 
sea-trout,  and  heiling  go  each  flood  brings  up  fresh 
supplies  to  distribute  themselves  over  the  whole 
river.  On  the  reaches  below  Lockerbie,  where  the 
fish  are  fresher  from  the  sea,  they  take  the  fly  pretty 
well,  and  each  season  some  heavy  ones  are  caught, 
even  up  to  501b.  Up  to  Sept.  1  minnows,  worms, 
spoons,  and  all  other  lures  may  be  used,  but  after 
that  date  fly  only  is  permitted  on  the  lower  waters 
from  about  fifteen  miles  above  the  mouth.  In  this 
distance  the  average  weight  of  salmon  is  181b., 
grilse  51b.,  and  sea-trout  IJlb.  In  my  next  I  shall 
give  an  account  of  the  best  flies  to  be  used. 
(To  be  continued.) 

MY  HOLIDAYS  IN  THE  EOCKIES 
—PISHING  AND  OTHER 
EXPEEIENCES. 
A  REMINISCENCE  OF  1885. 
By  The  Amateur  Angler. 


{Continued  from  page  128.) 
The  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

We  took  our  departure  from  St.  Paul  in  a  Pullman 
sleeping-car  at  4  p.m.,  and  found  ourselves  very 
comfortably  placed,  a  fortunate  circumstance,  for 
this  car  had  to  be  our  home  for  fifty-eight  hours, 
over  1032  miles,  with  no  opportunity  of  even 
stretching  our  legs  outside  the  train.  Our  chief 
discomfort  was  from  the  way  they  sometimes  heated 
the  cars.  Seventeen  or  eighteen  miles  an  hour 
for  hundreds  of  miles  of  prairia  land  becomes 
monotonous.  I  must  not  go  into  details  about  this 
long  journey.  In  due  time  we  caught  our  first  sight 
of  The  Rockies — and  now  we  are  at  Livingstone. 
Here  it  was  that  "  Frank"  was  to  meet  us,  and  we 
anxiously  looked  out  for  the  train  from  Bozeman ; 
it  arrived,  but  no  "  Frank"  was  there,  and  my  heart 
sank  within  me.  The  last  train  for  the  day  for 
Bozeman  had  departed,  so  we  took  the  train  for 
"  The  National  Park."  Three  weeks  had  we  been 
in  America,  and  not  a  word  or  sign  from  the  boy  I 
had  come  so  far  to  see.  What  was  the  cause  ?  Was 
he  living  ?  Had  he  met  with  some  terrible  accident  ? 
Had  he  married  a  red  Indian  squaw,  and  didn't 
want  to  see  us  ?  Had  he  been  in  the  hug  of  a 
grizzly  ?  These  were  some  of  the  grim  reflections 
that  haunted  me  as  I  sat  at  the  end  of  the  car 
watching  the  magnificent  scenery  through  which 
the  train  was  now  carrying  us  down  towards  the 
park. 

The  Yellowstone  National  Park  lies  chiefly  in 
North-western  Wyoming,  and  a  narrow  strip  in 
Idaho  and  Montana.  It  is  sixty-two  miles  north 
and  south  by  fifty-five  miles  east  and  west.  It 
comprises  3412  square  miles,  and  throughout  its 
extent  7500ft.  or  more  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
The  mountain  ranges  that  hem  in  the  valleys  on 
every  side  rise  to  a  height   of  from  10,000  to 


12,000  feet,  and  are  covered  with  perpetual  enow; 
The  Yellowstone  Park  is  a  perfect  little  world  of 
wonders. 

Soon  after  leaving  Livingstone  we  pass  through 
a  grand  canon  of  towering  rocks  called  "  The  Gate 
of  the  Mountains,"  and  then  through  pleasant 
valleys,  called  "Paradise  Valley"  and  "Yankee 
Jim's  Canon,"  always  by  the  side  of  the  beautiful 
Yellowstone  River. 

At  the  time  of  which  I  am  now  writing  the  line 
terminated  at  a  place  called  "  Cinnabar  City,"  which 
then  consisted  of  twelve  shanties — mostly  drinking 
saloons — and  I  believe  this  is  still  the  terminus, 
though  I  know  not  whether  the  city  has  grown  or 
not.  From  Cinnabar  we  took  a  stage  coach  and 
six  horses  for  the  drive  through  magnificent  scenery 
to  "The  Mammoth  Springs  Hotel."  The  road 
between  Cinnabar  and  Golden  Gate  has  been 
practically  reconstructed  since  our  visit.  The 
driver  of  this  stage  was  a  fellow  of  infinite  wit, 
and  told  us  marvellous  stories  in  a  manner  which 
kept  us  in  a  roar  of  laughter  all  the  way.  I  wish 
I  could  give  you  precisely  in  his  own  style  and 
words  his  story  of  a  corpse  which  he  once  carried 
on  his  coach.  Here  it  is  as  nearly  as  my  memory 
helps  me  : — • 

"  Once,"  said  he.  "  I  was  driving  a  coach  clown 
in  Utah,  a  sixty-mile  diive.  One  night  a  corpse 
came  along,  packed  in  a  leaden  coffin,  and  then 
in  a  wooden  one,  and  then  in  a  box.  They  fixed 
him  on  the  top  of  the  stage.  Of  course  we  had 
no  passengers.  Who  would  want  to  travel  with 
a  coipse  if  they  could  help  it  ?  It  was  a  bitter 
cold  and  pitchy  dark  night,  sometimes  snowing 
and  raining,  with  lightning  and  thunder.  The 
way  that  blessed  corpse  kept  rolling  backwards 
and  forwards  on  the  top  of  the  coach  was,  I  tell 
you,  pretty  scaring.  For  about  thirty  miles  the 
road  ran  along  the  side  of  a  mountain.  You  bet 
I  whipped  them  horses  along,  and  my  off-wheels 
travelled  in  the  air  most  of  the  way.  I  got  (o 
the  end  of  my  journey  two  hours  quicker  than  I 
ever  done  that  journey  before.  I  am  not  a  bit 
superstitious,  but  driving  a  corpse  all  alone  over 
the  mountains  on  a  night  like  that  isn't  very 
lively.  If  I  had  known  the  party  in  the  box  it 
might  have  been  different,  but  we  were  strangers. 
Next  time  a  corpse  comes  along  wanting  a  ride 
with  me.  I  guess  he'll  have  to  walk.  I  never 
want  to  drive  another." 

Presently  we  reached  •' Gardener  City,"  a  flourish- 
ing place  of  a  dozen  houses.  It  was  now  getting 
towards  sundown.  "Won't  you  have  a  lantern. 
Colonel,  for  the  rest  of  the  road  ?  "  "  No,  thanks,"- 
said  our  driver,  "  the  brightness  of  my  face  and  the 
brilliancy  of  my  wit  are  quite  sufficient  to  light  up 
the  road." 

"The  Mammoth  Springs  Hotel"  is  large  and 
commodious,  facing  the  famous  Mammoth  Springs. 
It  is  now  called  the  capital  of  Yellowstone  Park. 
Here  are  the  headquarters  of  all  the  officials  con- 
nected with  the  park.  In  the  hall  is,  or  rather  \yas 
then,  a  fine  specimen  of  a  mountain  hon,  bearing 
in  his  mouth  the  significant  inscription,  "Meet  me 
by  moonlight  alone!"  This  and  other  hotels 
have  recently  been  entirely  renovated  and  greatly 
improved.  The  hotel  charges  are  the  same  now  as 
they  were  in  1885— namely,  $4  a  day,  but  after 
seven  days  the  charge  is  reduced  to  $3,  for  all  the 
time  you  are  in  the  park. 

Next  morning  we  start  d  off  on  a  coach  and  four 
to  view  the  park.  First  we  came  to  "  The  Golden 
Gate,"  an  immense  canon  through  which  a  small 
stream  runs  between  enormously  high  limestone 
rocks.  The  road  is  a  splendid  one  cut  out  of  the 
solid  rock,  and  gradually  rises  to  such  a  height 
that  to  a  nervous  person  the  look  down  into  the 
gulch  below  would  be  rather  alarming.  We  passed 
through  an  extraordinary  forest  of  pines,  all  dead, 
stripped  entirely  of  their  bark,  even  to  the  gnarled 
and  curied  branches.  There  must  be  millions  of 
these  naked-burnt  trees  standing,  and  the  ground 
is  also  strewed  with  them  in  every  direction. 

We  crossed  the  "Gardener  River"  and  passed 
below  an  extraordinary  range  called  the  "Ob- 
sidian Cliff  "—perpendicular  cliffs  of  solid  glass. 
A  little  further  on  we  came  upon  "  The  Lake  of  the 
Woods."  On  this  lake  there  is  a  beaver  dam,  and 
there  were  said  to  be  beavers  about  the  lake  still. 
I  learn  now,  1903,  that  beaver  are  on  the  increase, 
and  that  mink,  otter,  marten,  lynx,  and  wild  cats 
abound.  After  passing  the  lake  we  travelled  for 
about  fifteen  miles  wholly  through  a  green  pine 
forest,  over  hill  and  down  dale — all  pine.  Then  we 
came  to  Norris  Hot  Springs  and  Geysers,  a  number 
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of  boiling  and  bubbling  hot  springs,  some  sending 
up  small  jots;  others  are  great  lakes  of  boiling 
water.  One  called  "The  Emerald"-  is  a  circular 
hole  of  thirty  feet  in  circumference.  The  water  is 
of  the  clearest  emerald  green,  so  transparent  that 
one  eould  see  right  down  into  it  for  many  yards. 
Within  a  few  yards  was  another  hot  spring  of  quite 
a  different  character.  In  this  the  stuff  that  bubbled 
up  was  of  a  thick  leaden  colour  ;  others  were  pour- 
ing forth  streams  of  red,  green,  and  yellow,  all 
pervaded  with  a  strong  smell  of  sulphur.  A  spring 
called  "The  Paint  Pot"  is  a  great  cauldron  of 
perhaps  150ft.  in  circumference.  On  one  side  the 
deposit  thrown  out  is  of  a  bright  salmon  colour. 
This  is  a  lake  of  pure,  creamy,  boiling  paint,  like 
liquid  plaster  of  Paris. 

After  lunching  in  a  temporary  hotel,  consisting 
of  several  tents,  we  drove  on  till  we  came  to  the 
"  Fairy  Falls,"  which  can  only  be  seen  by  leaving 
the  coach  and  following  a  steep  path  down  the  side 
of  the  canon,  but  quite  worth  the  climb.  A  new 
hotel  was  opened  in  1901,  called  the  "Norris 
Hotel,"  built  probably  on  the  same  spot  as  that  of 
the  tents.    It  is  so  located  as  to  overlook  the  basin. 

Shortly  afterwards  we  came  upon  a  scene  which 
probably  cannot  be  paralleled  on  this  earth.  They 
call  it,  not  inappropriately,  "  Hell's  Half  Acre." 
Here  our  coachman  turned  out  of  the  road  on  to  a 
wide  expanse  of  white  chalky  formation,  which 
seemed  to  me  like  the  upper  crust  of  an  immense 
honeycomb  ;  out  of  this  bubbled  innumerable  small 
and  large  hot  springs.  Driving  over  this  great 
crust  which  covered  a  boiling  lake  was  rather 
risky,  for  there  seemed  no  reason  why  it  might  not 
give  way  under  the  weight  of  our  coach  and  four 
at  any  moment.  Suddenly  we  came  upon  a  great 
opening  which  had  fallen  in.  Imagine  a  huge  apple 
pie  a  dozen  acres  in  size,  and  on  it  you  come 
suddenly  upon  a  place  where  half  an  acre  or  so  had 
been  cut  out  with  a  knife.  The  coach  drives  close  up 
to  the  edge  of  this  place,  and  you  look  down  upon 
a  great,  roaring,  boiling  cauldron,  sending  up  great 
rolls  of  sulphurous  steam  hundreds  of  feet  into  the 
air.  The  terror  of  it  is  indescribable.  We  rejoiced 
when  the  coach  got  back  to  the  hard  road  again. 
The  boiling  water  is  of  a  most  brilliant  transparent 
green,  and  it  boils  up  great  globes  of  various 
coloured  gems  like  potatoes  boiling  in  a  pot. 

"  Last  week,"  said  our  truthful  driver,  "  a  wild 
duck  flying  over  the  scalding  steam  was  sucked 
into  the  cauldron  and  immediately  shot  out  again, 
cooked  and  ready  for  table."  The  temperature  is 
over  200  degrees. 

As  yet  in  this  Reminiscence  I  have  found  nothing 
to  say  about  fishing,  for  I  have  had  no  fishing  to 
tell  of.  But  here,  in  "Fire  Hole"-  River,  would 
have  been  a  chance  for  me,  only  I  was  not  provided 
with  rod  and  line  and  hook.  Here  are  springs 
boihng  hot  rising  out  of  the  banks  of  the 
river.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to  bait  your  hook, 
cast  into  the  river,  catch  your  fish,  drop  him 
wriggling  as  he  is  into  the  boiling  geyser  nearest  to 
hand,  there  let  him  bubble  and  squeak  for  a 
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minute  or  two,  and  there  he  is — ready  for  your  salt 
and  sauce.  You  will  find  him  already  strongly 
flavoured  with  sulphur. 

Now  let  us  get  on,  putting  many  other  marvels 
aside,  till  we  come  to  "Old  Faithful,"  near  the 
"  Upper  Geysers  Hotel."  Here,  after  jolting  on  the 
stage  a  distance  of  fifty-eight  miles  since  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  were  glad  to  rest.  This 
ia  the  scene  of  the  great  Geysers,  and  one  of  them 
called  the  "Riverside,"-  which  flings  itself  up  at 
intervals  of  twenty-four  hours,  did  us  the  honour  of 
starting  just  as  we  came  to  it.  It  springs  from  the 
bank  of  the  river,  where  the  bridge  spans  it,  and 
made  a  grand  display  for  us  as  we  crossed  over. 

The  chief  marvel  of  all  is  "  Old  Faithful"  close 
by  our  hotel.  He  rises  punctually  once  every 
sixty-five  minutes  to  a  second.  We  walked  over 
the  lava,  or  chalky  bed,  to  examine  his  abode 
There  we  could  look  down  into  the  circular  crater' 


from  which  jets  of  steam  were  rising,  and  great 
agitated  bubbles  of  water  were  struggling  t(j  get 
free.  Presently,  without  a  minute's  warning,  up 
shot  an  enormous  column  of  boihng  water  six  feet 
in  diameter,  straight  into  the  sky,  a  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  and  more,  then  spread  into  a  beautiful  vase- 
like  shape,  and  came  down  in  hot  showers  all  round  ; 
we  quickly  got  outside  the  range  of  the  spray,  but 
it  was  difficult  to  steer  clear  of  the  httle  rivers  of 
hot  water  which  were  streaming  all  around  us.  The 
eruption  lasts  for  about  five  minutes. 

We  saw  "Old  Faithful's"  performance  just  as 
the  sun  was  setting  brilliantly  over  the  far-off 
western  mountains.    There  are  scores   of  other 


"Old  Faithful." 
(^Ffom  a  rouglt  skihh  hy  Ike  writer.) 

geysers  continually  bubbling,  boiling,  and  seething 
on  this  great  plain,  which  is  hemmed  in  on  all  sides 
by  pine  and  fir  clad  hills,  forming  a  scene  indes- 
cribably grand  and  beautiful. 

The  other  celebrities  in  the  neighbourhood  are 
The  Giant,  Giantess,  Castle  and  Beehive,  The  Lion, 
The  Lioness.  One  of  the  most  curious  and  eccentric 
is  the  Beehive.  She  is  very  uncertain  in  her 
movements,  but  when  she  does  go  off  she  throws  a 
strange,  solid  column  of  water  straight  up  into  the 
air  for  220  feet,  which  is  then  diffused  in  various 
colours.  Her  times  are  irregular,  and  we  did  not 
see  her  perform.  There  is  a  small  one  at  her  feet 
which,  when  it  goes  off,  gives  half-an-hour's  warn- 
ing, and  a  watchman  on  the  look-out  shouts,  "  The 
Beehive,  The  Beehive,"  and  people  rush  out  of 
their  beds  wrapped  in  blankets,  or  whatever  they 
can  find — there  is  no  time  to  dress.  The  grand 
display  is  as  brief  as  it  is  magnificent. 

I  will  not  linger  longer  in  this  world  of  wonders, 
though  it  delights  me  to  recall  to  memory  the 
pleasure  we  then  enjoyed.  We  could  not  give 
time  (two  days  more)  to  travel  fifty  miles  further 
in  order  to  see  the  grandest  scene  of  all  in  this  park 
of  wonders— the  Grand  Canon,  "undoubtedly," 
says  the  guide-book,  "  the  finest  thing  of  the  sort 
in  the  world,"  and  the  great  Yellowstone  Lake,  an 
ideal  inland  sea.  This  lake,  they  say,  is  noted  for  its 
salmon  trout,  and  they  are  so  plentiful  and  greedy 
that  even  the  tyro  may  catch  them. 

{To  be  continued.) 


The  Baden-Powell  Salmon  Flies. — Wehavebeen 
asked  to  state  that  owing  to  so  many  salmon  anglers 
wishing  to  have  correct  copies  of  these  flies,  which 
wore  illustrated  and  described  in  the  Field,  Mr. 
Baden-Powell  has  given  Messrs.  Allcock  &  Co.,  of 
Redditch,  carefully  tied  specimens  and  has  arranged 
with  them  to  supply  tackle  makers  with  reliable 
reproductions  of  hia  original  patterns. — Field. 


INVASIONS  OF  SEALS  AND 
INJURY  TO  FISHERIES. 

For  many  years  the  operations  of  whaling 
steamers  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  the  coasts  of 
the  Finmarken  and  Tromsu  Amts  have  been  looked 
upon  with  extreme  disfavour— to  put  it  mildly — 
by  the  fishing  population  of  Northern  Norway.- 
Time  and  again  complaints  in  regard  to  the 
destruction  of  the  great  cetaceans,  and  the  (alleged) 
consequent  injury  to  the  cod  and  herring  fisheries, 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  authorities  in  Christiania, 
and  now  matters  would  seem  to  have  reached  a 
climax — the  balance  of  Nature  has  been  interfered 
with  in  some  way  at  any  rate.  Such  vast  numbers  of 
seals  have  made  their  appearance  on  these  coasts — 
coming,  it  is  believed,  from  the  White  Sea — that  not 
only  has  the  valuable  winter  Finmarken  fishery  been 
destroyed,  but  serious  fears  are  entertained  for  that 
of  Lofoden,  which  in  the  month  of  March  attracts 
annually  some  30,000  men  to  the  sea-girt  isles, 
and  now  it  would  seem  that  the  Faroe  Islands  are 
similarly  threatened.  A  Thorshavn  paper  of  Jan.  21 
contains  the  following  : — "  The  seal,  which  has  for 
long  been  a  rare  visitor  to  our  waters,  appears  now 
to  be  of  very  frequent  occurrence.  Two  have  been 
taken  here  during  the  last  week,  many  are  reported 
to  have  been  shot  and  captured  at  Vestmanhavn, 
while  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  'latrini'  (seal 
breeding  places)  they  have  been  seen  in  large 
numbers.'!  At  the  same  time  bad  fishing  is  said  to 
be  the  rule,  and,  like  the  Norwegians,  the  Faroese 
attribute  the  seal  invasion  to  the  great  diminution 
in  the  numbers  of  whales,  induced  by  the  severity 
with  which  the  latter  have  been  persecuted  of  late 
years. 

Up  to  about  a  generation  ago  eeals  were  plentiful 
on  the  Faroe  coasts.  They  had  their  breeding 
grounds  and  favourite  haunts  in  the  so-called 
"latere,"  or  deep  caves  among  the  precipitous 
cliffs.  The  entrances  to  these  are  nearly  always 
so  low  and  narrow  that  only  the  very  smallest 
rowing  boat  can  enter  at  low  water,  but  the  cave 
gradually  widens  until  at  last  it  forms  a  lofty 
vaulted  chamber  where  pitch  darkness  prevails,  the 
roof  and  sides  of  which  are  formed  of  black  rock, 
whilst  the  sea  and  rough  beach  constitute  the  floor. 
On  the  beach  lie  the  seals,  the  young  ones  farthest 
from,  the  old  ones  nearest,  the  water.  As  silently 
as  possible  the  boat  was  got  through  the  entrance 
and  quietly  urged  forward  towards  the  beach. 
When  that  was  reached  torches  were  Ut,  the  men 
sprang  out  on  to  the  slippery  stones,  posted  them- 
selves along  the  water's  edge,  and  with  their  clubs 
killed  all  the  adult  seals  as,  scared  by  the  fight  and 
by  the  presence  of  human  beings,  they  endeavoured 
to  escape.  Afterwards  it  was  an  easy  matter  to 
despatch  the  young  ones.  It  was  dangerous  work, 
however,  for  if  anything  of  a  sea  arose  exit  became 
impossible  and  the  boat  was  cut  off.  A  second 
boat  used,  therefore,  to  be  kept  outside,  with  which 
by  means  of  a  rope  connection  was  kept  up,  so  that 
in  case  of  need  the  "  latrimaendene  "•  could  be  got 
out.  These  "  latrini '-  used  to  be  a  source  of  con- 
siderable income,  but  of  late  years  they  have  been 
preserved ;  as  already  remarked,  however,  no  seals 
have  resorted  to  them  for  a  long  time.  Thirty  to 
forty  years  ago  guns  were  so  common  in  the  Faroe 
Islands  that  nearly  every  man  possessed  one,  and 
to  this  the  disappearance  of  the  seals  was  partly 
attributed.  Another  reason  suggested  was  the 
advent  of  large  numbers  of  grampus  {Orca  gladiator). 
one  of  the  seal's  worst  enemies,  and  so  bold  were 
these  greedy  brutes  that  they  often  deprived  the 
human  hunter  of  his  quarry.  When  a  seal  was 
shot  and  chanced  to  fall  into  the  water  a  grampus 
would  not  infrequently  seize  it  before  the  harpoon 
eould  be  used.  Besides  the  method  of  killing  seals 
in  the  "  latrini  "  above  described  it  was  reckoned 
good  sport  to  shoot  them  as  they  passed  along  by 
the  rocks.  Watch  was  kept  at  certain  points  where 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  coming  up  to  breathe, 
and  when  they  appeared  thej'  received  a  bullet. 
In  such  places  the  water  was  generally  so  shallow 
that  the  hunter  could  generally  recover  the  body 
from  a  boat.  Where  the  water  was  deep  it  was 
sought  only  to  wound  the  seal  badly,  but  not  to 
kill  it  so  that  it  sank  at  once.  In  such  event,  how- 
ever, a  seal  harpoon,  twelve  feet  long,  was  kept 
ready  for  use,  and  by  rowing  quickfy  to  the  spot  a 
hold  was  usually  obtained  before  the  body  got  out 
of  reach.  Ruode. 

[There  is  no  doubt  s^als  do  great  damage  to  some 
of  our  salmon  fisheries  also, — Ed.] 
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THE  LATE  ME.  F.  LOCKWOOD, 
OF  FAIEFOED. 

On  Wednesday  (Feb.  18)  there  passed  peacefully 
away,  in  his  59th  year,  Mr.  Frederick  Lockwcod, 
whose  name  in  association  with  everything  per- 
taining to  angling  has  become  familiar  as  a  house- 
hold word  to  all  the  neighbourhood.  His  frequent 
and  instructive  communications  on  the  "gentle 
art"  were  not  only  produced  in  our  own  columns,  but 
he  was  a  regular  correspondent  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  Field,  and  other,  London  sporting  papers. 
With  the  detailed  characteristics  of  the  local  rivers 
and  streams  he  had  by  close  observation  and 
experience  made  himself  well  acquainted,  and  he 
himself  was  an  angler  of  no  mean  repute.  He  also 
contributed  frequently  to  local  hunting  notes,  and 
sometimes  invoked  the  poetic  muse,  though  not 
always,  it  must  be  confessed,  with  complete  success. 
He  was  a  keen  and  delightful  observer  of  Nature, 
and  had  made  a  considerable  study  of  the  local 
flora  and  fauna,  being  never  so  happy  as  when 
he  had  discovered  the  haunt  of  some  rare  specimen. 
Among  his  friends  and  in  congenial  company  he 
was  of  a  genial  and  sociable  disposition,  and  he  will 
be  very  much  missed  at  the  gatherings  of  many  of 
the  riverside  hostels  where  fishermen  love  to  con- 
gregate. Amongst  the  pen  names  which  he  adopted 
the  best  known  perhaps  are  "Johnny  Morgan," 
"Johnny  the  Bard,"-  "Lock  o'  the  Woods," 
"Rambler,"  "Pan,"  and  "  F.  L." — Wilts  and 
Gloucester  Standard,  Feb.  2L 


GEAND  SEA  FISHING  AT  THE 
CAPE. 


Messrs.  Haedy  Brothers  send  me  the  follow- 
ing interesting  account  of  great  sport  with  sea  fish 
off  the  Cape : — 

"R.  B.  Maeston,  Esq.  "Feb.  16. 

"  Dear  Sir, — We  enclose  a  letter,  which  we  think 
will  be  of  interest  to  you,  just  received  from  His  Serene 
Highness  Prince  Boris  Cryctwertynski,  showing  the 
fine  sport  to  be  had  off  Table  Bay,  Cape  Town. 
We  may  say  the  Prince  is  a  magnificent  angler, 
and  always  sends  us  his  experiences  on  the  Nile, 
Zambesi  and  its  tributaries,  etc.,  with  most 
practical  suggestions  respecting  class  of  hooks, 
lines,  rods,  reels,  etc.,  required. — We  are,  sir,  yours 
truly,  "Hardy  Beos."- 

"Cape  Town,  Jan.  27. 
."  To  Messes.  Hardy  Bros. 

"Deae  Sies, — The  rods  just  received,  and  I  can 
only  say  that  they  are  up  to  your  usual  standard — 
real  beauties. 

"  I  shall  remain  here  another  week  or  so,  as  I  am 
having  royal  sport  in  Cape  Town. 

"  It  is  wonderful  how  few  people  know  what  a 
fishing  resort  this  place  is.  I  am  sending  you  the 
record  of  a  day's  fishing  in  Kalk  Bay  (forty-five 
minutes  by  train),  which  I  am  copying  from  my 
diary.  You  will  be  able  to  judge  for  yourself,  and 
make  any  use  of  these  lines  for  the  benefit  and 
instruction  of  brother  sportsmen. 

Friday,  Jan.  23. — Went  out  from  Kalk  Bay 
with  my  old  Norwegian  fisherman,  Nielson,  starting 
at  3.30  p.m.,  having  heard  good  reports  of  the  fish 
being  in  the  bay. 

"Two  miles'  sail  to  the  fishing  grounds.  Got 
two  albacore  trolling  a  spoon,  weight  both  about 
five  kilos  each  (about  101b.  each). 

"  Put  down  the  anchor  just  about  4  p.m.  Bait 
used  was  strips  of  mackerel.  Line  used  was  thin 
American  tarpon  line.  Rod  was  8ft.  greenheart  sea 
rod,  rather  pHable.  American  tarpon  reel.  Fishing 
in  about  eight  to  ten  fathoms. 

"  Line  half  way  down,  I  was  fast  in  a  fish.  To 
make  the  story  short,  we  were  back  to  the  beach 
and  dinner  exactly  at  7.30  p.m.,  and  had  in  the  boat 
116  fish,  not  one  under  two  kilos,  but  most  of  them 
about  ten  and  twelve  kilos.  Nielson  fished,  of 
course,  with  hand  line. 

"  For  my  share  I  had  in  my  boat  compartment 
47  fish  caught  with  rod  and  line,  the  two  biggest 
exactly  twenty  and  twenty-two  kilos.  Most  of  the 
fish  were  callejouws,  one  or  two  Cape  salmon,  elf, 
and  albacores.  One  of  the  heaviest  fishes  gave  me 
some  fearful  pulling.  I  had  the  grandest  sport  a 
man  could  wish  for.    Lost  two  fish. 

"  Of  course,  it  was  an  exceptionally  good  day, 
and  sometimes  you  may  have  blank  days,  but  as  a 
general  rule  you  get  magnificent  sport  during  the 
summer  months. 


"The  climate  here  is  absolutely  lovely.  This 
place  is  nearly  as  good  as  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
veiy  few  sportsmen  seem  to  know  anything  about 
it.  I  scarcely  saw  one  or  two  gentlemen  fishing 
out  there,  and  the  whole  of  the  fishing  is  in  the 
hands  of  professionals.  Thanking  you  for  the 
magnificent  rods,  and  hoping  to  have  a  chat  with 
you  soon  in  London. — Yours  truly, 

"  BoEis  Cryctwertynski.". 


FEESH-WATEE  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C, 

{Continued  from  page  80.) 
CHAPTER  continued, 

Charr  (Salmo  al-pinus)  are  nearly  always  found  in 
the  deepest  part  of  the  large  lakes,  excepting  during 
the  breeding  season,  when  they  ascend  the  rivers 
and  streams  to  spawn.  Some  of  the  Charr  spawn 
during  February,  others  during  autumn.  A  few 
years  ago,  while  going  down  one  of  the  London 
streets,  I  saw  in  an  aquarium-dealer's  shop  some 
very  beautiful  httle  fish  in  a  large  tank.  On  stop- 
ping and  asking  what  they  were,  I  was  told  that 
they  were  Charr.  As  the  fish  were  new  to  me,  I 
bought  two  of  them.  When  I  got  home  I  put  them 
in  a  large  and  rather  deep  tank,  which  was  well 
stocked  with  growing  weeds,  and  there  they  hved 
quite  healthily,  and  apparently  perfectly  happily, 
for  nearly  two  years.  At  the  end  of  this  time  I 
changed  my  house,  and  during  the  trouble  and  in- 
convenience of  moving,  the  Charr  and  other  fish 
were  placed,  rather  early  on  the  day  of  "  flitting," 
in  a  large  disused  aquarium,  which  had  been  carried 
into  the  garden  of  the  new  house.  Late  in  the 
evening  I  went  with  a  lantern  to  catch  the  fish  and 
put  them  in  a  tank  inside,  but  in  my  hurry  and  in 
the  darkness  I  caught  all  the  fish  but  the  Charr. 
When  next  I  saw  them  they  were  frozen  up  in  a 
mass  of  ice.  These  were  the  only  Charr  I  ever  kept 
in  confinement,  and  they  might,  I  think,  have  hved 
for  years  but  for  my  carelessness.  During  the  time 
I  had  them  they  fed  upon  the  eggs  and  fry  of  water- 
snails,  small  aquatic  insects,  and  occasionally  ver- 
micelli.   They  were  always  very  lively  and  active. 

Charr,  hke  trout,  vary  in  form  and  colour  with  the 
locality.    It  has  been  said  that  in  some  lakes  they 
are  nearly  as  round  as  eels,  while 
in   others   they   are   as   flat   as  ^-g^^SI 
herrings.    The  chief  difference  be-  ^^^S^^Bl 
tween  the  Charr  and  the  trout  is  iC^^SSSSSH^ 
that  the  under  part  of  the  body  ^^^^S^^^s 
of  the  former  during  the  breeding  A 
season    acquires    an    orange   or  B 
bright  red  tinge,  and  that  on  the 
central  bone  in  the  roof  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Charr,  called  the 
vomer  or  vomerine  bone,  there  are 
only  a  few  teeth,  while  the  trout  has  two  complete 
rows.     The  Charr  has   reached  21b.  in  weight, 
but  generally   it  is   not   more   than   from  Jib. 
to  Alb. 

There  have  been  more  extraordinary  stories  told 
concerning  the  Pike  {Esox  lucius)  (Fig.  105)  than 
any  other  fish  ;  and  anyone  who  would  believe 
them  all  must  possess  a  power  of  "  taking  in,"  as  the 
schoolboy  would  say,  equal  to  that  of  the  fresh- 
water shark  himself. 

Small  Pike  or  Pickerel  can  easily  be  kept  in  an 
aquarium,  but  of  course  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to 
say  that  they  should  have  no  companions.  Even 
two  Pike,  especially  if  one  were  much  bigger  than 
the  other,  would  not  be  safe  together.  I  have  seen 
it  seriously  stated  that  Pike  will  not  touch  tench, 
perch,  or  gold-fish.  And  the  reasons  given  for  the 
Pike's  very  unusual  reluctance  to  dine  upon  his 
fellow  fish  are,  that  he  is  never  ungrateful  enough  to 
forget  that  the  tench  is  the  curer  of  all  the  ills  the 
piscine  tribe  is  heir  to  ;  that  he  dare  not  attempt 
to  swallow  the  perch  and  his  formidable  "  fixed 
bayonets  "  ;  and  that  the  gold-fish  is  quite  safe 
because  of  his  colour.  But  I  am  quite  sure  that  if 
a  hungry  Pike  had  these  three  fish  for  his  companions 
in  an  aquarium  it  would  not  be  very  long  before  he 
and  his  friends  became  so  closely  acquainted  as  to 
arrive  at  a  state  of  perfect  unity.  Most  fishermen 
know  quite  well  that  the  pike  is  often  ready  to  take 
both  perch  and  tench  ;   and  as  for  the  gold-fish. 


This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Finking  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 


there  can  be  for  pike  no  more  deadly  bait.  There 
are,  however,  circumstances  under  which,  with  care. 
Pike  may  be  allowed  companions  while  in  confine- 
ment. The  circumstances  are  these  :  If  when  a 
young  Pike  is  first  caught  he  is  placed  in  an  aquarium 
with  other  small  fish  also  just  caught,  he  seems  to 
look  upon  them  as  companions  of  his  misfortune, 
and  will  not  touch  them,  at  any  rate  for  some  days. 
Directly  he  begins  to  get  very  hungry,  a  strange 
fish  should  be  placed  in  the  tank,  and  he  will,  if  the 
owner  will  stand  far  back,  most  hkely  immediately 
pick  this  one  out  from  the  rest  and  devour  it.  If 
this  manner  of  feeding  is  carefully  continued,  never 
allowing  the  Pike  to  become  very  hungry,  his  com- 
panions will  be  safe.  I  have  thus  kept  a  Pike 
among  several  young  roach  and  perch.  A  friend  of 
mine  tells  me  that  he  has  seen  in  the  aquarium  at 
Kensington  a  Pike  living  peaceably  among  young 
roach,  and  only  feeding  upon  those  small  fish  which 
are  specially  introduced  for  his  food. 

The  Pike  soon  becomes  very  tame,  and  will  learn 
to  know  the  tank  in  which  his  food  is  kept  and  the 
net  with  which  it  is  caught.  Directly  the  net  is 
taken  in  his  owner's  hands  a  curious  hungry  gleam 
is  seen  in  his  eye,  but  he  himself  remains  almost 
motionless.  It  is  very  interesting  to  watch  this 
gleam  appear  as  the  fish's  master  takes  the  net,  and 
to  see  it  as  quickly  disappear  if  he  should  put  it 
down  unused.  The  Pike  will  not  be  very  long  in 
confinement  before  he  will  allow  himself  to  be 
touched  with  a  pencil  or  even  a  finger. 

Pike,  as  everyone  knows,  are  tremendous  eaters. 
They  are  well  described  as  omnivorous,  for  they  will, 
some  of  them,  take  anything,  for  example,  the  hand 
of  a  boy  when  bathing,  a  mule's  nose,  or  a  swan's 
head.  Mr.  Jesse  is  reported  to  have  said  that  eight 
Pike,  about  51b.  each,  in  three  week^  consumed  800 
gudgeon.  A  clerical  friend  of  mine  told  me  that  on 
one  occasion  when  he  arrived  at  some  water  where 
he  was  going  to  fish  for  Pike,  he  found  one  jumping 
about  upon  the  bank.  He  immediately  secured  it, 
and  when  he  examined  it  he  found  that  it  weighed 
171b.,  and  that  it  contained  within  its  stomach  a 
water-vole  and  a  moorhen.  The  fish  is  supposed 
to  have  jumped  upon  the  bank  while  capturing  the 
bird,  and  had  not  time  to  get  back  again  to  the 
water  before  he  was  caught. 

The  growth  of  Pike,  of  course,  greatly  depends 
upon  the  amount  and  quality  of  the  food  they  are 


Fig.  105.  Pike  (Esox  lucius]. 

able  to  obtain.  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell,  in  the 
"  Badminton  Library,"  quotes  a  letter,  pubhshed 
in  the  Field,  in  which  it  is  said  that  "  Mr.  Kinsey, 
of  Melbourne  (Derbyshire),  put  a  Pike  into  a  well 
when  a  few  inches  long.  Food  was  given  to  it  for 
several  years,  but  it  grew  very  slowly,  and  at  last 
reached  31b.  It  lived  fourteen  years,  and  latterly 
became  very  tame — so  much  so  as  to  take  food  from 
the  hand."  Another  Pike  kept  in  confinement  in 
the  Zoological  Gardens,  Regent's  Park,  is  said  to 
have  only  increased  l-|lb.  in  ten  years.  On  the 
other  hand,  where  Pike  have  been  better  fed,  they 
have  been  known  to  increase  in  weight  as  much  as 
41b.  every  year  until  they  arrive  at  maturity,  when 
they  generally  begin  to  get  fighter. 

Pike  commence  to  spawi  when  about  three  years 
old,  and  deposit  their  ova  during  March  and  May 
among  the  aquatic  plants  growing  in  those  streams 
and  ditches  which  they  are  able  to  ascend.  During 
the  breeding  season  these  fish  are  generally  seen  in 
pairs.  The  young  are  hatched  in  about  a  month. 
The  late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland  found  in  a  fish  which 
weighed  321b.,  and  which  measured  3ft.  8in.  in 
length,  no  less  than  595,200  eggs. 

When  at  hberty  Pike  will  feed  upon  almost  any- 
thing which  they  find  alive  in  the  water,  providing 
that  it  is  not  altogether  too  big.  They  will  not, 
however,  swallow  a  toad.  Sometimes  they  will  take 
fish  nearly  as  large  as  themselves,  devouring  as 
much  of  their  prey  at  one  meal  as  they  can,  and 
trusting  to  their  great  powers  of  digestion  to  be  able 
to  finish  it  at  another,  their  mouths,  for  the  time, 
being  turned  into  larders.  The  principal  food  of 
Pike,  however,  is  frogs  and  fish  of  all  kinds.  In 
captivity  these  fish  may  be  fed  upon  minnows  and 
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lob-worms.  I  have  never  been  able  to  induce  any 
of  my  tame  Pike  to  eat  dead  fish  or  raw  meat. 

Pike,  small  enough  for  the  aquarium,  may  be 
caught  either  in  a  net,  or  by  fishing  for  them  with 
a  large  worm  placed  upon  a  single  hook.  Pike  can 
be  separated  from  other  fish  in  the  same  aquarium 
by  means  of  the  glass  division  already  recommended 
for  perch  and  black  bass. 

{To  be  continued.) 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  H,  C.  Cutcltffe,  F3,C.Si 


{Continued  from  page  97.) 

CHAPTER  lY  —continued. 

We  have  now  tied  a  brown  fly  (an  excellent 
one  in  January  or  February),  but,  perhaps,  it  will 
be  as  well  to  state  how  I  make  another  brown  fly 
for  the  early  season.  The  body  consists  of  the 
fur  pulled  out  of  the  tails  of  the  brown  sable 
which  ladies  wear  ;  it  must  have  a  decided  brown 
shade  at  the  roots,  and  the  tips  dark  or  nearly 
black ;  to  this  I  put  a  brown  hackle,  on  which  a 
silvery-speckled  shade  is  observable ;  here  the 
hackle  is  rather  hghter  than  the  body,  as  the 
body  is  of  itself  of  a  very  sober  tone  ;  sometimes 
this  fly  may  be  ribbed  with  gold  twist,  which  is 
very  simply  done  by  splicing  on  the  gold  twist 
with  the  gut  to  the  hook,  as  in  the  first  step  for 
tying  a  plain  fly ;  we  leave  the  twist  hanging 
from  the  tail  of  the  fly  till  we  have  sphced  on  the 
hackle,  and  formed  the  body,  when  we  wind  it 
down  over  the  body  at  regular  intervals,  and 
evenly  ;  and  then  before  winding  around  the  hackle 
to  form  the  wings  and  legs,  we  must  secure  the 
gold  twist  by  some  turns  of  the  silk,  then  cut  off 
the  twist,  and  place  the  silk,  as  before  directed, 
between  the  hook  and  the  gut,  whilst  we  wind 
the  hackle  round  the  hook,  etc. 

Now  the  red  flies  for  early  fishing  are — first, 
the  Black-Red  Palmer,  made  with  a  peacock's 
feather  for  body  ribbed  with  gold  twist,  and  a 
black-red  hackle  for  legs  and  wings,  as  they  say. 
To  make  this  fly,  you  sphce  the  fine  end  of  the 
peacock's  feather  and  the  gold  twist  together 
with  the  gut  to  the  hook,  as  before  directed,  as 
our  first  step  ;  then  having  spliced  as  high  as  the 
gut  on  the  hook,  you  place  the  peacock's  feather 
along  the  waxed  silk,  and  taking  both  between 
your  right  finger  and  thumb,  you  twist  them 
tightly  together  till  you  have  lost  sight  of  the 
silk  now  covered  by  the  close  revolutions  of  the 
peacock's  feather ;  this  you  then  wind  down,  as 
though  you  were  making  a  fur-bodied  fly,  and 
the  hackle  being  spliced  on,  you  next  bring  down 
the  gold  twist  regularly,  and  then  secure  both 
the  silk  and  the  peacock's  feather  by  a  turn  or 
two  of  the  silk,  waxing  it  afresh  ;  then  having 
cut  off  both  twist  and  peacock's  feather,  you  may 
conclude  your  fly  as  above  directed.  The  great 
advantage  of  putting  on  the  peacock's  feather  in 
this  manner  is  that  it  never  wears  out,  an  annoy- 
ance which  will  often  be  complained  of  if  it  be 
merely  by  itself  warped  or  wound  down  over  the 
hook  ;  the  teeth  of  the  trout  catch  in  the  coils  of 
the  feather  and  pull  it  out,  and  speedily  the  fly 
is  useless. 

Use  the  same  hackle ;  and  as  a  body,  cow's 
hair  of  a  dark  red  or  purple  red,  such  as  you  may 
find  in  old  cob  walls,  and  rib  with  gold  tmst. 
This  is  an  excellent  fly  on  the  broader  streams, 
and  may  be  used  almost  at  any  time  of  the  year, 
particularly  when  the  water  is  rather  high. 
Obtaining  some  Hght-red  bullock's  hair  (you 
may  find  it  in  wrens'  nests),  rib  this  with  straw 
silk  for  a  body,  and  put  on  a  hackle  of  a  darkish 
blue,  very  rusty  colour.  Take  some  of  the  last- 
named  bullock's  hair,  and  mix  with  it  nearly  an 
equal  quantity  of  the  tips  of  the  fur  from  the 
back  of  a  light  squirrel,  use  this  for  a  body,  and 
then  get  a  rusty  blue  hackle  of  the  exact  shade  to 
match  it.  This  fly  may  be  used  all  the  year  round, 
and  will,  on  the  broad  streams,  seldom  fail.  The 
reddest  part  of  a  squirrel's  fur  alone  makes  an 
excellent   body  with  a  lightish  rusty  spangled 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co,,  St.  Dunstan'a  Hoixse,  Fetter- 
lane,  Loadoa.    Price,  Ss.  6d.,  post  free. 


hackle,  or  we  may  use  a  blood-red  or  a  rusty-red 
hackle  to  this  body ;  each  will  form  a  separate 
fly,  and  by  the  addition  of  any  fur  to  match  any 
peculiar  tint  or  shade  which  predominates  either 
in  the  rusty-blue,  to  match  which  a  little  of  the 
back  of  the  squirrel  will  answer  ;  or  in  the  blood- 
red,  for  which  cows'  hair  is  appropriate ;  or  in 
the  rusty-red,  for  which  water-rat  is  best :  thus 
we  have  a  series  of  different  flies,  approaching 
very  nearly,  'tis  true,  the  blues,  remembering  that 
there  should  be  no  marked  distinctions  between 
the  reds,  browns,  and  blues,  but  inasmuch  as  we 
have  rusty  or  reddish-blue  hackles,  so  should  we 
have  reddish-blue  bodies,  and  good  killers  they 
wfll  be  found  too  ;  and  so  we  have  reddish-brown 
and  rusty,  or  brownish-red  feathers ;  and  therefore 
we  must  mix  our  red  and  brown  furs  and  our 
red  and  blue  furs  to  form  reddish-brown  and 
rusty-red  bodies.  There  are  extremely  marked 
blues  and  reds,  but  there  is  every  shade  of  difference 
till  they  gradually  become,  as  it  were,  mixed 
together  in  one  and  the  same  fly. 

I  would  here  remark,  before  giving  directions 
for  tying  blue  flies,  that  I  do  not  rely  much  upon 
them  in  January  and  February ;  the  red  and 
brown  flies  I  have  given  I  have  never  found  to 
fail,  but  the  blues  are  supplementary  to  your 
collar,  and  sometimes  useful — of  these,  the  rusty 
I  have  generally  foimd  the  best.  I  might  give  an 
endless  number  of  receipts  for  making  all  varieties 
of  these,  but,  if  the  principle  of  matching  the 
hackle  by  mixture  of  difl^erent  furs  is  observed, 
no  one  will  be  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  make  a 
rusty-blue  fly. 

Take  some  hare's  flax  dyed  yellow  and  some 
water-rat's  flax  of  a  natural  colour,  and  of  the 
roots  of  the  fur  of  rabbit's  flax  as  much  as  the 
two  former  together ;  mix  well,  and  with  this 
make  your  body  ;  and  for  a  hackle  select  rather 
a  light  blue  smoky-tinged  feather.  This  fly  may 
be  ribbed  with  straw-coloured  silk.  On  looking 
at  the  body  of  this  fly  a  greenish  tint  is  seen  with 
the  light  blue ;  this  is  gained  by  the  addition 
of  the  dyed  hare's  flax ;  and  much  variety  of 
shade  and  colour  may  be  obtained  for  the  bodies 
by  mixing  in  different  proportions  the  hghter,  as 
blue  rabbit's  fur,  and  the  darker,  as  water-rat's, 
with  various  parts  of  the  dyed  fur  of  a  hare  ; 
and  to  match  the  difference  in  colour  of  the  body 
a  lighter  or  darker  hackle  must  be  used  to 
correspond  to  the  body.  By  taking  the  fur  of  a 
rabbit  dyed  yellow,  we  may  puU  out  some  hair 
about  the  skull  and  eyelid,  and  mix  it  with  the 
dyed  roots  of  the  fur  of  the  back,  and  form  a  good 
body,  to  which  a  spangled  blue-rusty  feather 
should  be  tied.  The  first  or  lighter  of  these 
greenish  blues  I  have  done  most  with  in  the  early 
season ;  the  darker,  rather  later  in  April  and 
May.  in  which  months  the  Ught,  however,  are 
excellent  flies. 

Take  some  water-rat  alone  and  make  a  body, 
or  some  fur  of  the  little  shrew  mouse,  or  some  of 
the  house  mouse  and  match  each  with  their 
appropriate  hackle  ;  the  httle  shrew  mouse  fly  I 
generally  tie  very  small  (No.  4).  These  are  all 
that  can  be  required,  all  I  ever  use,  and  such  as  I 
have,  from  my  own  observation,  and  the  assurance 
of  my  friends,  beien  induced  to  believe  the  best 
we  can  employ  ;  and  I  am  certain  that  if  with 
these  flies  tied  in  any  ordinary  way  a  fisherman 
cannot  obtain  sport  in  Devonshire,  in  February, 
March,  or  April  (with  an  addition  or  two  in  the 
later  months)  he  must  look  to  his  use  of  them, 
his  mode  of  fishing  as  defective,  and  in  that  en- 
deavour to  improve,  rather  than  lazily  beguile  his 
mind  into  the  belief  that  because  he  has  failed  he 
is  sure  he  has  the  wrong  flies,  and  it  is  useless  to 
persevere  with  such,  as  he  is  confident  the  trout 
will  not  take  them. 

The  collar  of  gut  we  are  to  use  should  be  made 
of  six  or  eight  links,  and  three  flies  may  be  put 
on  at  intervals  of  two  links  apart,  so  that  we  shall 
have  three  or,  perhaps,  four  links  between  the  fly 
nearest  the  line,  or.  as  it  is  commonly  called,  the 
bob  fly.  But  this  should  depend  on  the  wind 
for  a  long  collar  in  a  high  wind  is  very  incon 
venient ;  and  remember,  it  is  a  most  simple  thing 
to  shorten  a  collar,  by  taking  off  the  links  nearest 
the  line.  We  should  always  soak  the  gut  pre 
viously  to  attempting  to  tie  the  h'nks  together,  so 
as  to  make  a  collar  ;  and  as  everyone  knows,  the 
largest  and  stoutest  links  should  be  nearest  the 
end  which  is  attached  to  the  line  ;  it  should,  indeed, 
taper  off  to  a  finer  end  from  the  fine  ;  this  makes 
the  collar  pitch  lighter  in  fine  fishing,  and  in  case 


of  a  hitch,  and  the  necessity  of  a  sacrifice  of  a 
portion  of  the  collar  by  a  hard  pull,  we  are  moro 
Ukely  to  lose  only  the  extreme  end,  than  when 
the  whole  collar  is  of  equal  strength  throughout; 
The  only  knot  I  am  aware  of  which  will  never 
slip  is  made  by  taking  a  link  of  gut,  for  example, 
in  each  hand,  and  placing  the  ends  on  one  another 
a  length  of  one  inch  and  a-half  or  two  inches  ; 
then  proceed  as  though  you  were  going  to  make 
a  single  knot,  but  before  tightening  pass  again 
the  one  link  and  one  end  through  the  loop,  so 
making  a  double  knot ;  now  draw  gently,  and  see 
that  the  knot  runs  evenly  and  regularly,  and  pull 
away  as  hard  as  you  can  till  it  be  quite  tight,  and 
cut  off  both  ends  close  to  the  knot.  I  have  never 
known  this  knot  shp,  and  it  is  of  great  importance 
to  have  such  a  knot  in  fishing  small  streams,  where 
a  violent  and  sudden  jerk  is  often  given  the  collar, 
and  will  surely  at  some  time  or  other  try  the  knot 
much.  The  end  fly,  or  stretcher,  should  be  tied 
on  the  last  fink  of  the  collar  in  this  manner  ;  and 
I  always,  if  I  am  using  the  red  fly  with  gold  twist, 
put  it  on  as  a  stretcher  ;  it  is  a  very  conspicuous 
fly,  a  great  temptation  to  the  trout,  is  readily  seen, 
and  rarely  (if  thrown  into  any  little  hole,  or  under 
a  stone,  or  by  the  side  of  the  current)  escapes  the 
observation  of  the  trout,  who  will  dash  off  after  it. 
It  is  very  doubtful,  too,  what  the  trout  imagines 
this  red  fly  to  be,  probably  some  worm  or  grub, 
and,  if  so,  it  would  be  more  naturally  used  as  an 
end  fly,  when  it  often  or  generally  is  under  water, 
than  bobbing  and  dapping  about  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  as  the  middle  or  bob  fly  must  do.  I 
leave  those  fishermen  who  attach  more  importance 
to  the  exact  imitation  of  natural  flies  than  I  do 
to  settle  this  question  theoretically  ;  practically,  I 
know  that  the  red-gold  twist  flies  will  always  kill 
more  fish  when  placed  as  stretcher,  and  not  simply 
from  the  end  fly  reaching  the  best  places,  for  often 
I  have  changed,  and  then  killed  fewer  fish  with  its 
substitute,  till  restoring  the  original  red,  I  have 
again  been  strengthened  in  my  opinion  from 
former  observations. 

The  middle  fly  is  placed  on  the  collar  simply  by 
making  a  loop  in  the  gut  to  which  it  is  tied,  and 
hitching  this  above  the  second  knot  from  the 
stretcher  fly  ;  I  like  my  brown  fly  to  come  here, 
unless  it  be  a  March  Brown,  which  I  always  keep 
for  my  bob  fly.  The  length  of  the  gut  to  which 
the  bob  fly  is  attached  should  be  longer  than  that 
to  which  the  middle  fly  is  tied,  so  that  the  collar 
gradually  rising  from  the  water,  from  the  stretcher 
fly  to  the  Une,  may  just  allow  the  middle  fly  to 
be  seen,  whilst  we  are  bobbing  the  bob  fly  on  the 
surface  of  the  water.  For  the  bob  fly,  then,  select 
the  blues — these  are  generally  a  lively  class  of 
flies,  and  so  I  suppose  we  may  be  acting  more  in 
conformity  with  the  natural  habits  of  the  fly  we 
represent  by  making  it  dance  and  sport  about  on 
the  surface  of  the  water.  I  have  certainly  observed 
that  some  flies  do  better  as  bob  flies  than  others. 
I  mentioned  the  March  Brown — these  flies  may  be 
observed  to  be  strong  on  the  wing  ;  they  dip  them- 
selves, and  just  when  they  please,  rise  from  the 
water  and  dip  again  ;  they  are  not  easily  washed 
under  water,  as  more  dehcate  flies  are  ;  and  have 
more  power  to  direct  their  flight  and  command 
the  movements  of  their  bodies. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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During  the  month  of  November,  1902,  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission  sent  several 
hundred  thousand  trout  to  Montana  for  distribution 
in  the  streams  of  the  State. 

The  new  salmon  hatchery  at  lake  Leka'se,  on  the 
Skeena  river,  has  been  completed  and  stocked  with 
ova.    It  contains  4,000,000  eggs. 

The  Cleveland  Cliffs  Iron  Co.  will  establish  a  fish 
hatchery  near  Munising,  Mich.,  and  brook  trout 
will  be  distributed  in  the  adjacent  streams. 

Whitefish  eggs  to  the  number  of  70,000,000  were 
recently  sent  from  Detroit  to  the  Oshkosh  and  Bay- 
fish  (Wis.)  hatcheries. 

An  effort  will  be  made  at  the  coming  session  of 
the  Minnesota  State  Legislature  to  secure  an  appro- 
priation of  |25,000  for  new  buildings  and  improve- 
ments at  the  State  fish  hatcheries  located  at  the 
Indian  Moimds. 

A  clash  is  likely  to  occur  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  authorities 
of  British  Columbia  over  the  action  of  the  latter  in 
erecting  a  fish  hatchery  at  Lillooet,    It  is  held  that 
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the  Province  bad  no  right  to  build  a  fish  hatchery 
without  obtaining  permission  from  the  Dominion. 
The  necessary  permission  was  not  obtained,  and 
hence,  it  is  argued,  British  Columbia  has  exceeded 
its  powers.  The  hatchery  in  question  will  have 
accommodation  for  30,000,000  eggs,  and  is  about 
three  times  the  size  of  the  same  kind  of  structure 
erected  by  the  Dominion. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Shaw  has  written  to 
Judge  Munley,  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  representing  the 
independent  salmon  packers  of  Alaska,  that  he  sees 
no  objection  to  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  in  the  establishment  of  Alaskan 
hatcheries  to  supplement  private  salmon  hatcheries 
maintained  by  canners.  He  does  not  think  that  the 
Government  should  assume  the  entire  burden,  but 
should  rather  work  in  conjunction  with  the  salmon 
packers.  Secretary  Shaw  says  that  under  regula- 
tions promulgated  two  years  ago  for  the  estabUsh- 
ment  of  private  hatcheries  about  120.000,000 
salmon  fry  will  be  liberated  this  year.  He  believes 
that  maintenance  of  the  hatcheries  is  absolutely 
necessary,  as  otherwise  the  enormous  development 
of  the  salmon -packing  industry  in  Alaska  will  soon 
threaten  the  perpetuity  of  the  supply. 

The  State  of  Washington  fish  hatcheries  on  the 
Columbia  river  and  tributaries  will  turn  loose 
about  26,000,000  salmon  fry  this  season,  according 
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LOCH  LOMOND  ANGLING  IMPROVE- 
MENT ASSOCIATION. 

EXTEACT  PROM   THE  RePOBT    BY  THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  committee  regret  to  record  that  since  last 
annual  meeting  the  association  has  sustained  a 
severe  loss  through  the  death  of  Mr.  Alfred  Brown, 
whose  long  and  skilful  conduct  of  its  affairs  as 
secretary  has  mainly  contributed  to  its  present 
prosperous  condition.  The  number  of  contributors 
has  been  nearly  doubled  during  the  season.  Better 
sport  has  not  been  obtained  during  recent  seasons. 
A  salmon  weighing  361b.  was  caught  in  April,  and 
baskets  of  50Jlb.,  401b.,  and  25flb.,  including 
salmon  and  sea-trout,  were  got.  Many  large  brown 
trout  were  captured  in  the  upper  waters.  Owing  to 
a  cold  spring,  smolts  were  late  in  returning  to  the 
sea.  On  the  other  hand,  mature  fish  ran  all  the 
season  in  great  numbers,  and  the  rivers  and  loch 
were  early  well  stocked  with  fish,  salmon  especially 
being  observed  in  places  not  hitherto  occupied. 
Many  fish  were  taken  from  the  Luss  and  Fruin 
before  the  season  closed,  and  more  than  the  average 
number  of  salmon  were  seen  in  the  Endrick.  The 
committee  issued  in  autumn  an  appeal  to  members 
and  the  public  for  funds  to  establish  a  hatchery  at 
Luss,  and  to  this  a  ready  response  was  given.  A 
substantial  house,  with  floor  space  for  twelve 
hatching  boxes,  has  been  built.    Preparations  were 
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closing  dates  as  formerly— namely.  Feb.  1 1  and 
Oct.  31,  and  as  before  to  close  the  fishing  altogether 
in  May  to  ensure  the  safe  passage  of  smolts  to  the 
sea.  Applications  were  made  by  proposed  clubs  at 
Balloch  and  Dalreoch  to  sell  tickets  for  the  Leven, 
but  the  meeting  decided  not  to  grant  permission 
as  the  existing  clubs  considered  that  there  would 
be  no  inconvenience  for  desirable  applicants  to  join 
one  or  other  of  these  bodies.  The  perennial  question 
of  poaching  over  the  immense  tract  of  country 
covered  by  the  association's  operations  was  dis- 
cussed at  some  length.  The  committee  were  recom- 
mended to  engage  the  best  possible  men,  and 
particularly  to  see  that  efforts  were  made  to  secure 
the  safety  of  the  spawning  fish  on  the  Fruin. 
The  expense  of  watching  formed  the  great  drain 
upon  the  association's  funds,  and  an  earnest  appeal 
was  made  to  all  anglers  interested  to  help  by  con- 
tributing. The  increasing  number  of  English  anglers 
who  visit  the  district  might  now  add  largely  to  the 
association's  revenue  by  subscribing  their  guineas. 
Votes  of  thanks  to  the  chair,  etc. 

Henry  Lamond,  Secretary, 
163,  West  George-street,  Glasgow. 


HENLEY  FISHERY  PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  following  table  shows  the  trout  and  other 
fish  put  into  the  Thames  and  Loddon  between 
December,  1882,  and  June,  1902,  by  the  Henley- 
on-Thames  and  District  Fishery  Preservation 
Association  :— 

1883.  Loch  Leven  ova  (45,000) ;  in  river  Thames 
in  district,  some  left  in  nursery.  Trout  of  divers 
kinds,  yearlings  to  some  above  lib.  in  weight  (222) ; 
all  in  the  Thames— Mill  End  and  Henley. 

1884.  Loch  Leven  ova  (30,000) ;  5300  fry  in 
Loddon,  rest  in  Thames  from  Shiplake  to  Hurley. 
Trout  of  divers  kinds,  yearlings  to  some  21b.  in 
weight  (305);  all  in  river  Thames— Shiplake  to 
Hurley.  Loch  Leven  trout,  yearlings  and  two-year- 
olds  (525) ;  all  in  river  Thames— Shiplake  to  Hurley. 

1885.  Loch  Leven  ova  (15,000)  ;  lost  by  flood  and 
mud  silt,  except  1500  put  in  the  Loddon. 

1886.  Loch  Leven  ova  (20,000);  part  in  upper 
water  of  Hambleden  Brook  (again  flowing),  rest  in 
Thames  and  Loddon.  Loch  Leven  ova  (second 
supply  15,000) ;  6000  left  in  nursery  to  grow  into 
yearlings,  rest  in  Thames. 

1887.  Loch  Leven  ova  (15,000);  all  in  river 
Thames  near  Henley.  S.  fario  ova  (15,000) ;  about 
one-third  in  new  nursery,  Colstrop,  remainder  in 
Thames  at  and  below  Mill  End.  Gravlins  frv  ( 2000)  • 
all  in  Loddon.  ^  ^ 

1888.  Bream,  brown  or  golden,  large  (90)  ;  in 
Thames  at  Greenlands  and  Bolney.  ,S'.  /ario  ova 
(12,000);  3000  in  Loddon,  remainder  in  Thames. 
S.  farto  yearlings  and  two-year-olds  (200) ;  all  in 
Loddon.  ,S'.  jario  yearlings.  Loch  Leven,  and  two- 
year-olds  (a  few)  (1522);  all  in  the  Thames— Mill 
End  and  Marsh.   Grayling  fry  (5000) ;  all  in  Loddon. 

1889.  Loch  Leven  fry  (5000);  all  in  Thames 
between  Shiplake  and  Henley.  Bream,  Jib.  to  21b. 
(120);  Thames,  at  Bolney  and  Greenlands. 

1890.  Two-year-old  fario,  extra  large  (126);  at 
Hambleden. 

1 8  9 1 .  Large  y  earl  i  ags,  /arto  ( 7 50) ;  bet  ween  Henley 
and  Medmenham.  Fry,  Loch  Leven  (6000) :  between 
Henley  and  Medmenham.  Loch  Leven,  selected 
two-year-old  fish  (200) ;  between  Henley  and  Med- 
menham. 

1892.  Loch  Leven  yearlings  (700);  between  Ship- 
lake  and  Hurley.  Fario,  two-year-old  selected  (300)  ; 
between  Shiplake  and  Hurley. 

1893-94.  Fario,  9in.  tol2in.  (400) ;  Henley  Bridge, 
Hambleden,  and  Medmenham.  Tench  (400) ;  Hen- 
ley Reach. 

1895.  Carp  (400);  Henley  Reach.  Fario,  two- 
year-old,  9in.  to  llin.  (400);  Hambleden  and 
Medmenham. 

1896.  Fario,  selected  two-year -old  (450) ;  Henley 
and  Medmenham. 

1897.  Fario,  selected  two-year-old  (200) ;  Henley 
and  Medmenham. 

1898.  J'ano,  selected  two-year-old  (400);  Henley 
and  Medmenham,  Roach,  perch,  and  tench,  large 
(300)  ;  Henley  Bridge. 

1899.  Fario,  good  yearlings  (1000);   Marsh  to 
Medmenham. 

1900.  Tench,  carp,  roach,  rudd,  perch,  and  bream 
(3670) ;  Henley  to  Greenlands. 

1901.  Fario,  selected  large  two-year-olds  (590); 
Marsh  to  Medmenham. 

1902.  Carp,  and  a  few  roach  and  perch  (2200) ; 
Henley  Bridge. 

1903.  Bream  (1500) ;  Henley  Bridge.    Trout,  two- 
year-old  (700) ;  Henley  Bridge. 

A.  Edwabd  Hobbs,  Hon.  Sec. 


The  Yellow  Pool,  River  Awe,  Argyllshire. 


to  the  estimates  of  Fish  Commissioner  T.  R. 
Kershaw.  There  are  five  hatcheries  and  one  eyeing 
station  in  operation,  and  the  amount  of  spawn 
taken  this  season  is  about  29,500,000.  As  it  is 
estimated  that  only  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  spawn 
m  the  hatcheries  become  fry,  the  number  of  fish 
that  will  actually  be  turned  out  is  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  26,000,000.  In  the  season  of  1900-1901 
these  hatcheries  turned  out  16,635,500  fry.  The 
next  season  showed  a  big  increase,  but  this  year 
will  echpse  all  previous  ones,— New  York  Fishina 
Gazette.  " 


RIVEE  AWE,  ARGYLLSHIEE. 


(The  Yellow  Pool,  see  page  20,  Fishing  Gazelte 
for  Jan.  10,  1903.)  ^  "       >  v 

"  Dear  Sir,— Being  intimately  acquainted  with 
this  river,  I  was  greatly  pleased  with  Mr.  Grimble's 
papers  on  its  fishing;  they  are  admirable  in  every 
,way.  and  in  their  absolute  fideUty  a  model  of  what 
anghng  papers  should  be.  i'  W,  T.  Wilson,  j 

•'  Birmingham."-  | 

;    [Mr.  Wilson  kindly  sends  me  a  photograph,  one 
.of  a  series  he  took  on  the  river.   I  have  reproduced  I 
;it  slightly  enlarged, — Ed.]  , 


made  for  netting  powan,  but  the  lateness  of  the 
season  and  boisterous  weather  prevented  the  ex- 
periment being  profitably  carried  out.  The  matter 
will  be  prosecuted  next  season,  and  arrangements 
have  been  made  to  destroy  these  fish,  and  also  to 
thin  out  the  numbers  of  eels.  During  the  season 
357  pike,  weighing  11811b.,  were  destroyed  by  the 
association.  A  close  time  for  trout  is  now  provided 
by  the  Fresh-water  Fish  (Scotland)  Act  in  favour  of 
which  the  committee  lodged  a  petition. 

Annual  Meeting. 
At  the  annual  meeting  held  on  Feb.  11  much 
interest  was  shown  by  anglers  in  our  work.  I 
append  notes  of  business  not  disclosed  in  the  report 
which  was  transacted.  Mr.  A.  W.  Leith  in  the  chair. 
The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  abstract  of  accounts 
approved.  All  the  o'fice  bearers  named  were  re- 
elected, and  the  enlarged  committee  of  twelve  was 
completed  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Robert  Anderson, 
Prince's-street,  Edinburgh,  and  Messrs.  Archd! 
Donald  and  John  Dingwall,  of  Helensburgh.  The 
meeting  considered  the  bearing  which  the  new  Act 
providing  a  close  time  for  trout  would  have  upon 
the  opening  of  the  Leven,  as  under  the  new  Act  for 
trout  the  river  opens  later  and  closes  earher  than 
for  salmon  under  the  Salmon  Acts.  Having  heard 
the  opinions  of  the  local  clubs  who  are  entitled  to 
sell  river  tickets  issued  by  the  association,  the 
meeting  decided   to  maintain   the  opening  and 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— General  Remarks, — The  Thames  is 
low  and  getting  very  bright.  The  fish  have  worked 
into  deep  water,  and  have  been  very  shy  during 
tlie  week.  In  addition,  the  cyclonic  weather  and 
changing  temperature  have  considerably  interfered 
with  sport.  The  hailstorm  of  Monday  (Feb.  23) 
put  the  fish  off  the  feed  and  made  the  water  very 
chilly.  Roach  anglers  have  had  to  contend  with 
heavy  winds,  and  there  lias  been  very  few  good 
fish  caught.  Two  punt  anglers  at  Thames  Ditton 
on  Monday  (Feb.  23)  only  caught  .seven  small  roach 
all  day.  The  K.P.S.  pike  competition  was  won  by 
Mr.  W.  Newman.  Mr.  F.  Arthur  taking  the  second 
prize.  The  society  has  arranged  a  roach  com- 
petition for  March  8  and  9,  and  the  annual  dinner 
13  fixed  for  April  22. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  has  now  run  down 

rather  fine,  with  a  nice  steady  stream  running. 
Sport  has  been  very  fair  during  the  past  fortnight, 
and  some  nice  bags  of  fish  have  been  taken.  A 
roach  fishing  match  was  brought  off  here  on 
Feb.  15  between  Mr.  G.  Fortescuo  and  Mr.  A.  Field 
for  stakes  of  £10,  the  latter  angler  winning  with  six 
fish,  Mr.  Fortescue  drawing  a  blank.  On  Feb.  14 
Mr.  J.  Harvey  took  three  jack,  best  fish,  111b.  Mr, 
Hobbs,  fishing  with  R.  Young  at  Medenham,  five 
jack,  best  fish  51b ;  and  your  correspondent  in  an 
afternoon's  fishing  with  W.  Vaughan  201b.  6oz.  of 
roach.  On  Feb.  15  Mr.  T.  Neal  took  a  pike  of 
121b.  12oz.  and  .some  roach  ;  Mr.  Scott,  fishin^  with 
G.  Vaughan,  three  jack,  best  fish  Cilb.  and" some 
roach  ;  and  S.  Mead  two  dozen  good  roach.  On 
Feb.  IG  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liney,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett, 
had  some  good  sport  with  the  jack,  taking  amoncr 
others  a  brace  weighing  161b.,  and  some  good 
roach  ;  and  Mr.  Lovegrove  a  jack  of  71b.  4oz.  On 
Feb.  17  Mr.  C.  Murray  and  Mr.  Rowe,  fishing  with 
G.  Arlett,  took  three  jack,  best  fish  71b.  8oz.,  which 
fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Rowo.  Mr.  E.  Harvey  has 
taken  a  brace  of  roach  weighing  lib.  12oz.  and 
lib.  80Z.  Very  few  perch  have  been  taken  since  the 
above  ;  the  very  rough  winds  have  made  angling 
almost  impossible. — Stanley  Mead. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).—"  February 
fill  dyke"  is  not  up  to  its  traditions,  and  the  river 
IS  only  now  summer  level.  This  week  the  weather 
has  proved  ideal  for  angling,  the  banks  and 
river  .still  clean ;  some  parts  of  the  days  the  strong 
keen  wind  was  not  pleasant  nor  conducive  to  com- 
fort. Nevertheless,  during  intervals  of  sunshine, 
the  pike  were  mad  on  the  bait ;  several  fish  missed 
under  the  above  conditions.  When  more  calm 
better  sport  was  had  ;  for  the  week  about  thirty-five 
fish  grassed  in  a  short  distance  from  the  Locks. 
Lower  down  stream  on  to  Upware  the  pike  are 
showing  up  well.  Present  condition  of  river  and 
weather  promising  for  the  coming  week.— Jojjn  O. 
George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornisli  Streams.— The  spawning  season  has, 
without  doubt,  been  an  excellent  one.  Salmon 
travelled  very  late,  and  many  pairs  have  been  seen 
on  the  beds  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  February. 
Irout  look  strong  and  are  plentiful.  Fishing  for 
these  does  not,  fortunately,  begin  until  March  16. 
Over  the  border,  on  the  Tamar  and  Plym,  March  1 
is  the  opening  day,  and  if  the  weather  and  water 
continue  as  they  are  there  ought  to  bo  sport  even 
as  early  as  tliat.  It  is  a  pity  worm  fishing  has  not 
been  dealt  with  yet  by  the  authorities,  so  that  it 
might  bo  barred  until  at  least  May,  when  fijh  are 
in  condition.— RoDMiN. 

Dai-t  (Totnes  and  District).— The  spawning  has 


been  about  the  best  ever  experienced  on  the  Dart, 
and  the  season  opens  next  Monday  with  excellent 
prospects.  The  new  scale  of  licence  duties  has  been 
somewhat  unexpectedly  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  consequently  daily  licences  for  salmon 
will  be  procurable  at  2s.  6d.  instead  of  43.  These 
licences  will  probably  be  largely  taken  up,  as  they 
are  available  for  weekly  and  season  tickets  on  pay- 
ment of  the  difference  in  cost.  Col.  R.  W.  Studdy 
will  represent  the  Dart  Fishery  Board  on  the  Devon 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
relations  between  the  Dart  Angling  Association  and 
the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators  do  not  appear  to  be 
very  amicable.  A  request  to  the  latter  to  nominate 
three  members  to  act  on  the  committee  of  the 
association  was  defeated  at  the  meeting  on  Monday, 
and  a  rumour  has  it  that  the  stability  of  the 
association  is  threatened  by  the  cessation  of  some 
of  the  riparian  owners  who  have  previously  sup- 
ported them  to  allow  them  the  rights  over  their  land 
adjoining  the  river.  It  is  stated  that  a  fresh 
association  is  to  be  formed  which  will  control  much 
of  the  water  now  under  the  association's  r^jime. 
It  would  certainly  be  detrimental  to  the  river  if 
fishermen  were  compelled  not  only  to  take  out  the 
licence  of  the  Conservators  and  that  of  the  angling 
ESiociationi"  and  then  for  another  body  to  exact  a 
toll  also.  Fishing  instead  of  being  a  pleasure  will 
be  transformed  into  a  luxury. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Only  four  days  were  available 
for  rod  fishing  last  week,  as  the  rain  spoiled  the 
water  on  Friday  and  Saturday.  In  addition  to  my 
last  list,  the  following  fish  were  landed : — Mr. 
Cooksonhad  five(121b.,  13lb.,twoof  141b.  each,  191b.) 
and  Mr.  C.  Tiddall  one  (171b.)  in  the  Warwick  Hall 
water;  Mr.  Homfray,  three  (101b.,  131b.,  171b.)  at 
Crosby;  the  Corby  Castle  keeper,  one,  Mr.  Wm. 
Farrer,  one  {191b.),  in  the  Low  House  water;  Mr. 
Edwards,  one  (131b.),  at  Armathwaite  Castle;  Mr. 
CoUingham,  one,  on  the  Doctor's  Flat,  and 
Mr.  Middleton,  one  (81b.).  The  river  has  been 
out  of  order  all  this  week,  and  is  now  again  in 
flood.  This  is  bad  for  anglers  on  the  lower  and 
middle  reaches,  as  a  lot  of  the  fish  will  move 
upwards.  But  the  constant  supply  of  fresh  water 
will  probably  prevent  the  disease  breaking  out.— 
Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Owing  to  the  continuance  of 
adverse  meteorological  conditions  angling  has  been 
much  retarded  on  this  river  during  the  past  week, 
heavy  winds  and  almost  incessant  rains  being 
sufficient  to  damp  the  ardour  of  the  most  enthu- 
siastic angler.  However,  with  the  advent  of  more 
favourable  conditions  the  prospect  should  be  fairly 
good.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is  in  flood, 
and  a  good  number  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  kelts 
have  passed  the  dam  at  Ruswarp  and  headed 
towards  the  sea. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Variations  of  weather 
have  not  improved  matters  piscatorial.  Quite  an 
army  of  enthusiastic  salmon  and  trout  anglers  are 
looking  forward  to  next  month  for  good  results.  In 
the  river  some  pike  and  roach  have  been  taken  at 
the  railway  bridge,  St.  David's  Station,  Exwick, 
and  near  Cowley,  and  a  few  perch  have  been  caught 
in  the  main  river  and  in  the  Creedy  with  worms 
for  bait.  But  their  rest  will  soon  be  here,  and  they 
will,  like  the  other  ordinary  fish,  enjoy  three  month.s' 
spell.  In  the  canal  similar  sport  has  been  procured, 
with  the  addition  of  one  or  two  tench  during  one  or 
two  warm  days.  I  also  learn  that  some  very 
fine  catches  have  been  made  by  pike  fishermen  in 
the  Great  Western  Canal  near  Halburton,  Sandford 
Peveril,  and  Burlescombe  respectively.  —  Red 
Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 

Favourable  accounts  come  to  hand  from  the  prin- 
cipal drains  in  the  south  Lincolnshire  district.  The 
Forty-foot  has  been  the  most  notable  apparently 
for  its  captures,  and  so  far  as  pike  are  concerned 
the  bags  from  Swineshead  are  apparently  the  best. 
Not  only  has  the  northern  end  of  the  drain  been  in 
good  trim,  but  good  work  appears  to  have  been 
done  at  other  places  on  the  way  towards  Bourne. 
With  regard  to  roach,  there  is  very  little  to  report. 
-Limpet. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  District).— River  is  in 
first-class  condition  for  all  round  sport.  It  has 
been  too  rough  for  roach  fishing  just  lately,  but 
more  favourable  for  jack  and  perch  angling.  Some 
fairly  good  takes  have  been  met  with.  Two 
gentlemen,  ledgering  with  medium  sized  "lobs," 
took  some  very  nice  perch  ;  largest  scaled  lib.  2oz. 
Heaviest  jack  weighed  -81b. ;  this  was  caught  in  the 
water  between  Sandy  Mill  and  Girtford  Bridge.— 
Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — High  winds  have  again 
been  experienced,  with  the  res-ilt  tliat  roach  fishing 
results  have  been  greatly  nurre).  It  has  been 
difiicult  at  times  to  hold  a  polo  "  out  over  the 
stream,  and  tlie  weather  has  been  none  too  favour- 
able oven  for  the  pursuit  of  tl;j  pike.  A  good  many 
nice  roach  and  dace  ha\-e.  however,  a-rain  beon 


brought  to  bank  in  the  Hertford  district,  and  at  St. 
Margaret's  and  Rye  House  roach  of  over  lib.  have 
been  caught  on  several  occasions.  These  water,^ 
have  also  furnished  some  pike  of  between  31b.  and 
4Jlb.,  and  several  perch,  roach,  and  piko  have  been 
landed  at  Broxboui  no,  Mr.  Bayliffe,  on  one  occasion, 
getting  six  roach  scaling  91b.  A  piko  of  131b.  4oz. 
was  recently  taken  in  the  Loa  by  Mr.  Mitchell, 
a  member  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society.  It  is 
reported  that  two  anglers  recently  caught  in  the 
tributary  Stort,  at  Harlow,  two  dozen  small  trout, 
mostly  about  lOin.  or  llin.  in  length;  they  were 
safely  returned.  The  presence  of  such  a  number  of 
trout  in  the  Stort  is  unusual.  Has  anybody  been 
stocking  the  river  lately  with  those  fish,  or  have 
they  escaped  from  some  private  lake  or  side  stream  ? 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

Lug&i  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  have  swollen  some  eighteen  inches  or  more 
of  muddy  water,  the  effect  of  a  day's  boisterous 
wind  and  heavy  rain  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  24,  and 
which  up  to  time  of  writing  has  showed  but  little 
signs  of  sinking.  The  weather  continues  windy, 
with  occasional  showers,  and  the  outlook  does  not 
appear  flattering.  Yet  should  fine  weather  ensue, 
the  water  should  be  fishable  when  the  trout  season 
opens  on  Monday  next.  The  best  flies  are  Fobruarv 
Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Olive  and  Apple  Greo'ii 
Duns,  and  Dark  Willow.— R.  T.  Williams, 

Lugrgr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  tho.sj 
streams  are  now  high  and  very  muddy,  and  quitj 
out  of  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  At 
the  end  of  last  week  some  nice  grayling  were  taken 
with  fly.  The  Pinsley  is  high  and  coloured,  and 
quite  out  of  order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Although  in  the  imme- 
diate district  of  Peterborough  pike-fishing  closed 
on  Feb.  15,  higher  up  the  river,  as  the  condition  of 
the  water  still  remains  favourable,  there  may  ba 
left  some  good  sport  till  March  15.  In  the  Oundl.i 
district  several  good  takes  are  reported,  the  two 
best  pike  being  14 Jib.  and  121b.  respectively.  A 
grand  brace,  too,  ha"ve  been  captured  in  the  Elton 
waters,  the  two  weighing  301b. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salter  ton).— At  present  time 
of  reporting  (Wednesday)  the  river  is  in  full  spate 
and  muddy.  If  no  further  floods  occur  there  shoul.l 
be  an  excellent  water  for  fly  fishers  on  IMonday 
(March  2),  when  the  trout  fishing  opens  on  all  parts 
of  the  river.  A  ticket  to  fish  the  preserved  water  is 
attached  to  the  Roile  Hotel  here.  Application 
should  be  made  to  Miss  Holman,  Rolle  Arms  Hotel, 
for  particulars. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — River  is  now  in  splendid 
condition,  and  all  out  are  getting  decent  takes  of 
pike,  Messrs.  Forbes,  Edwards,  Holbrow,  Tautz, 
Anderson,  and  Hagger  taking  th3  lead  with  a  ten- 
pounder  each.  Any  number  of  smaller  ones,  01b. 
and  71b.,  have  been  taken  during  the  week.  Mr. 
Mortimer  had  nine  nice  fish  on  Feb.  22  and  23, 
largest  81b.,  and  roach  have  been  feeding  well,  Mr. 
Tomson  getting  a  nice  lot,  the  largest  lilb.,  with 
lobs.    The  rain  will  even  improve  it  for  reaching. — ■ 

A.  SCARD. 

Plymouth. — Next  week  the  rivers  will  be  all 
open  for  fishing,  and  we  shall  settle  down  again 
for  the  usual  routine  ;  we  are  looking  forward  to 
a  good  season. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy> 
nech).  - —  The  very  favourable  conditions  under 
which  angling  has  been  pursued  for  some  time  past 
in  this  neighbourhood  continued  to  the  close  of  last 
week,  and  good  sport  was  enjoyed  in  all  these 
rivers  with  grayling  and  also  with  coarse  fish.  This 
week  the  weather  haa  undergone  a  complete  change 
and  has  been  very  stormy  and  unsettled,  and 
occasionally  much  colder.  The  Welsh  mountains 
are  now  covered  with  snow.  On  Wednesday  after- 
noon, after  a  very  heavy  shower  of  hailstones,  a 
severe  thunderstorm  passed  over  this  neighbour- 
hood, accompanied  with  very  heavy  rain,  and  at 
present  these  rivers  are  too  much  flooded  for 
angling. — Vyknwy, 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — With  the  bright  state  of  the  rivers  anglers 
were  on  the  grumble — wishing  for  a  good  downpour 
to  cloud  the  water.  Their  wishes  are  more  than 
gratified,  as  during  the  early  portion  of  the  week 
rainstorms,  hail,  and  heavy  gales  swept  over 
the  coast.  Rivers  were  like  seas,  and  angling  out 
of  the  question.  On  Wednesday  the  weather  was 
fine  with  a  southerly  wind,  but  rivers  were  in  parti 
thick  and  unfishable,  but  tidal  waters  soon  clear 
and  by  the  end  of  the  month,  with  fine  weather, 
good  all-round  sport  should  be  available.  A  few 
visitors  were  at  Chichester  Canal  on  Wednesday  ; 
the  water  was  in  fair  order  for  pike  fishing,  and 
from  the  reach  near  Birdham  Bridge  a  brace  of 
pike  were  taken  spinning  with  spoon  in  the  rou^h 
water.  The  fish  weighed  451b.  and  3Jlb.  respectively. 
— G.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  out  of  order  for  angling.     Tao  hopu.<  of 
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nnglers  for  (ho  opcn'iig  of  tlie  trout  season  on 
March  2  aro  damped.  A  good  few  anglers  were  out 
snd  used  February  Red,  Iron  Blue,  Blue  Dun,  and 
Red  Palmer,  and  some  nice  grayling  were  landed. 
The  flies  mentioned  will  be  the  best  lure  wlien  the 
water  clears.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
Ashing. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  river  is  now 
high  and  muddy  and  quite  out  of  fishing  order,  and 
the  prospects  of  any  fishing  being  done  on  March  2 
for  trout  are  very  doubtful,  as  more  rain  threatens, 
and  little  will  be  done  until  the  water  clears  again. 

WORCESTEK. 

TorcrosB  Ley  (S.  Devon). — Owing  to  the  severe 
gale  the  boats  have  not  been  able  to  go  out  for 
several  days.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  W. Cope  had  some 
very  good  sport  with  the  rudd  and  pike.  He  was 
on  the  water  four  hours,  and  he  caught  forty-seven 
good  rudd  and  four  pike  ;  the  four  largest  rudd 
scaled  21b.  2oz  ,  21b..  lib.  Ooz.,  and  lib.  8oz.,  and 
a  number  of  the  others  were  over  lib.  each. — W. 

Tyne,  Ifortli  and  South,  and  Neighbouringr 
Kivers. — The  Tyne  has  not  fished  well  owing  to 
the  recent  floods.  A  few  fresh-run  fish  have  been 
seen  at  Wylam.  There  will  be  little  sport  till  the 
river  runs  clearer,  although  the  heavy  floods  indicate 
a  record  season.  A  few  fish  have  been  killed  in  the 
Coquet  with  prawn  and  fly.  The  fish  are  coming 
short  at  the  fly,  and  froxn  the  report  of  a  good 
Coquet  angler  the  past  week  has  not  been  a  good 
one.  I  am  pleased  to  state  good  salmon  fishing  on 
the  Spey  is  free  to  guests  staying  at  the  Nethybridge 
Hotel,  Nethybridge,  N.B.  ;  there  is  about  seven 
miles  of  excellent  water. — Heney  A.  Mukton, 
Xorthern  Anglers'  Resort,  87,  Grey-street,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lines).  — 
he  fine  weather  of  ihe  last  week  or  so  has  improved 
ne  attendance  of  anglers  on  the  Witham.  Pike 
Ashing  has  been  very  successful,  and  the  best  sport 
has  fallen  to  the  live  bait  fishers  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bardney.  Fish  as  a  rule  have  run  small. 
Fish  about  31b.  have  been  numerous  enough,  and 
Hothing  is  reported  above  61b.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  the  report  of  a  capture  on  a  drain  in  that 
district  which  touched  161b.  At  Langrick  and  other 
noted  points,  and  about  Kirkstead,  anglers  have 
done  fairly  well.  Worm  fishing  at  drain-ends  has 
been  most  successful  among  perch.  Roach  have 
only  fed  at  intervals,  mostly  late  in  the  afternoon. 
— Liici. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — We  had  in  the  broad  acres  rain,  sleet, 
snow,  hail,  sunshine,  and  cold  winds.  All  our  rivers 
and  their  tributaries  have  been  in  flood.  Up  to  Satur- 
day (Feb.  21)  a  few  anglers  were  out  on  the  Wharfe  in 
the  district  of  Pool.  Harewood,  and  Collingham.  On 
Monday  last,  in  highly-coloured  water,  a  Leeds 
angler  had  very  fair  sport  amongst  the  dace  and 
chub.  In  the  lower  reaches  very  few  anglers  are  to 
be  seen  about.  The  Yore  is  in  flood,  consequently 
Ro  rods  have  been  out.  The  Cover  is  running  very 
full,  a  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  anglers  have  been 
catchingseveral  trout,  which  have  been  duly  returned. 
The  river  Nidd  also  has  been  very  high.  No  anglers 
Imve  been  seen  out  during  the  week.  The  Knares- 
borough  Anglers'  Club  have  held  their  annoial 
meeting  at  the  Elephant  and  Castle  Hotel,  Knares- 
borcugh,  Mr.  J.  W.  Craven  in  the  chair.  The 
committee's  report  was  read  and  adopted.  The 
following  new  rules  are  now  in  force: — "That  no 
member  be  allowed  to  fish  in  any  part  of  the 
club's  waters  above  High  Bridge,  Knaresborough, 
during  the  close  season  for  trout,  and  between 
Gates  Wood  and  Scotton  Dam.  Fly  fishing  only  is 
permitted  for  seasons  1003  and  1904.  Theentrance 
fee  for  angling  membei s  shall  be  £3  10s.,  together 
with  an  annual  subscription  of  30s.;  also  any  member 
may  on  four  days  in  the  season  take  with  him  one 
friend  (non-resident  within  five  miles  of  the  club 
water)  to  fish,  who  must  accompany  him.  No  trout  or 
grayling  less  than  9in.  are  to  betaken."  TheRt.Hon. 
Earl  of  Harewood  was  re-elected  president.  The  Rt. 
Hon.  Viscount  Mountgarret,  Mr.  W.  T.  Watson, 
the  Rev.  C.  S.  Slinsby,  Mr.  Basil  A.  H.  Wood,  and 
Mi:  T.  A.  Strother  were  elected  vice-presidents. 
The  KiJaresborough  Angling  Club  has  over  thirteen 
miles  of  fishing  on  the  Nidd  under  its  control,  and 
close  on  3000  yearlings  have  been  put  into  the 
club's  water  since  last  season. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Weather  cold  and 
boisterous.  Very  little  fishing  as  yet.  On  Feb.  23, 
Dr.  Anderson,  of  Esk  Bank,  Canonbie,  landed  the 
first  salmon  of  the  season,  weighing  151b.,  from  the 
Cauldron  Pool. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Koss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  A 
number  of  dead  fish  have  been  taken  out  of  some  of 
the  pools  by  the  river  watchers.    The  cause  is,  by 


some,  attributed  to  a  severe  storm  of  thunder  and 
lightning,  and  by  others  to  disease.  Last  week  the 
earliest  caught  salmon  for  many  3  ears  was  landed 
by  Mr.  George  MacDonald  on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod, 
it  weighed  101b.  On  Monday  this  week,  the  same 
angler  had  one  of  Of^lb.    Weather  very  stormy. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  weather  during  the 
past  week  was  cold  and  rough,  and  unfavourable 
both  for  rod  and  net  fishing  on  this  river.  The 
water  has  fallen  almost  to  normal  condition,  but  it 
continues  to  run  somewhat  thick,  the  snow  in  the 
upper  districts  having  not  as  yet  all  disappeared. 
There  is  a  fair  appearance  of  fish,  but  the  keen  frost 
that  prevails  is  against  successful  angling.  The 
nets  on  the  river  and  along  the  coast  are  now  all  in 
working  order.  Only  a  few  salmon  and  sea-trout, 
however,  are  being  captured  daily.  Both  are  of 
splendid  quality,  the  former  averaging  in  weight 
Bib.  to  91b.  and  the  latter  lib.  Since  the  opemng 
of  the  fishings  nine  small  boxes  have  been  sent  from 
the  Deveron  fishings  to  the  markets  in  the  south, 
and  three  from  the  coast  fishings  at  Gardenstown. — 
H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  17,  Mr. 
E.  Ware.  London,  killed  a  nice  salmon  weighing 
191b.,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Fraser,  Glasgow,  one  of  91b. 
On  Feb.  14,  Mr.  Johnson  killed  a  nice  salmon  of  141b. 
On  Feb.  20,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  landed  a 
fine  fresh-run  salmon  weighing  231b.,  and  Mr.  A.  C. 
Johnson,  London,  one  of  71b.  Mr.  Johnson  killed 
two  with  the  fly  on  the  Conon  river,  and  Mr.  Philip 
Geen  three. — S.  Tilston. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Since  Thursday  (Feb. 
19)  anglers  have  almost  been  blown  oft  the  water. 
Only  here  and  there  has  it  been  possible  to  get  a 
line  out,  but  where  this  has  been  the  case  fairly 
good  sport  has  resulted.  On  the  Braemar  Dee 
waters,  Mr.  C.  McHardy  had  a  beauty  of  101b.  on 
Feb.  21.  On  the  Ballater  reaches  there  has  as  yet 
been  scant  sport.  On  the  Aboyne  section,  on 
Feb.  18,  Mr.  C.  O.  Hall  had  three  fish,  of  71b.,  81b., 
and  91b. ;  on  the  19th,  two,  of  7 Jib.  and  151b. ;  on 
the  20th,  two,  of  7Jlb.  and  91b.,  and  on  the  21st, 
one  of  101b.  On  the  same  water  and  dat6s,  Mr. 
Bush  had  one  of  9ilb.,  one  of  lOJlb.,  and  one  of 
131b.,  while  Mr.  Clive  had  one  of  131b.,  Mr.  Hoyle 
one  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  Parker  Rhodes  three,  of  71b., 
81b.,  and  91b.,  one  of  81b.,  and  one  of  201b.  On  the 
Kincardine  water  Mr.  J.  Deverell  for  week  end- 
ing Feb.  21  creeled  nine  fish  scaling  from  71b.  to 
161b.,  while  Mr.  H.  Deverell  had  three  of  71b.,  91b., 
and  101b.  During  the  same  time  on  Borrowstone 
water  Lord  Garroch  creeled  eight  fish  scaling  from 
71b.  to  91b.  On  the  Ballogie  section  Mr.  Edmund 
King  had  six,  ranging  from  Gib.  to  171b.,  while 
Mr.  Spencer  V.  Hare  had  five  fish  scaling  from  71bs. 
to  lOlba.,  and  Charlie  Blacklaws,  on  Carlogie,  two 
of  711i^.  and  1  libs.,  while  Sir  John  Gladstone  had 
nine  fish  of  average  weights  on  the  Upper  Blackball 
water,  and  Mons.  Fauld  several  on  the  Sluie  section. 
On  the  Woodend  water,  as  also  on  the  Cairnton, 
Inchmarlo,  Durris,  and  Blackball  Castle  beats 
splendid  sport  has  been  had  since  the  opening. 
Professor  Cash,  who  is  sharing  the  Kincaussie 
section  with  Mr.  Fortescue,  the  proprietor,  has  done 
exceedingly  well.  On  the  tidal  readies  good  baskets 
of  finnock  of  61b.,  8Ib.  and  9Jlb.  are  being  made 
at  every  tide.  On  the  Don  a  salmon  of  151b.  was 
taken  on  the  Parkhill  water.  The  Ythan  and  Ugie 
open  next  week.  On  the  Marnock  Lodge  Deveron 
water  Mr.  Chas.  Porter  landed  a  salmon  of  71b., 
while  his  brother  had  two  of  61b.  and  191b.  Since 
the  removal  of  the  dykes  fish  are  now  getting  up 
earlier.  March  and  April  will  be  good  months  on 
these  parts. — G.  M. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.)— 
Last  week  the  first  fish  of  the  season  were  caught  by 
Mr.  John  Mackay,  one  salmon,  101b.,  and  one,  81b. 
Water  still  in  bad  order. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Although  the  weather 
has  been  very  stormy,  Major-General  Holmes, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  has  landed  a  salmon  weigh- 
ing 171b.,  being  the  first  caught  this  season.  Climatic 
conditions  are  most  adverse  to  angling. — B. 

South'West  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  in  this 
district  opened  their  angling  season  on  Wednesday 
(Feb.  18)  under  most  unfavourable  auspices.  A 
deluge  of  rain  fell  on  Tuesday,  and  by  the  evening 
the  rivers  began  to  rise.    On  the  following  morning 


Tkoct  flies  for  coming  se.ison.  I..ii'ge  stock  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  tine  gut,  Is.  6ti.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  I'ly  dresshig  material — wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins. 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
Jd.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts.  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc. — J.  E.  Millea 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds.    Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds.' 


the  rivers  were  bankful  of  red  flood,  and  at  time  of 
writing  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  prospect  of 
fly  fishing  before  Saturday.  More  rain  is  falling 
this  (Wednesday)  afternoon,  which  will  keep 
the  waters  from  falling.  A  few  rods  were  out 
fishing  with  worm  bait  in  some  of  the  upper 
stretches  of  the  river,  but  nothing  was  done. 
In  the  Annan,  on  the  lower  and  middle  waters,  no 
anglers  ventured  out.  A  good  deal  of  snow  fell  in 
the  higher  districts  of  Dumfriesshire  and  Galloway 
on  Tuesday  morning,  so  that  with  the  rain  that 
followed  the  water  must  be  pretty  full  of  melted 
snow.  The  salmon  netting  in  the  Solway  alsD 
opened  on  Wednesday  morning.  A  large  number 
of  the  stake  nets  have  not  been  erected  yet,  but  a 
number  of  poke  nets  have  been  set  up  in  fishing 
order. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Owing  to  the  boisterous 
weather  being  experienced,  angling  has  been  almost 
out  of  the  question  recently.  On  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  however.  Mr.  Middlemas  was  success- 
ful in  landing  a  beauty  scaling  161b.  Finnock 
appear  to  be  numerous. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Anglers  on  the  river  Tay  have  again 
been  very  much  disappointed.  The  river  was 
just  coming  into  ply  on  Thursday  (Feb.  19)  when 
the  weather  again  broke  down,  and  since  Saturday 
the  river  has  been  in  flood  and  very  dirty.  From 
the  opening  of  the  rod  fishing  up  till  now  the 
water  has  only  been  fishable  on  about 
nineteen  days.  Mr.  Blandyll,  fishing  on  Upper 
Stanley,  on  Feb.  18,  landed  two  salmon  of  311b.  and 
231b.,  and  Mr.  AlexVonAyder,  fishing  Lower  Stanley 
on  Feb.  19,  landed  one  fish  of  181b.  The  boatman, 
fishing  on  Lower  Battlely  water  on  Feb.  18,  killed 
one  salmon  of  21  Jib.,  and  fishing  the  Upper  beat  o.i 
Feb.  24  landed  three  fish  of  181b.  171b.  and  71b.— 
A.  A. 

T-weed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

The  rivers  have  not  been  in  condition  for  angling 
since  last  week  in  consequence  of  continual  floods. 
On  Carham  water  last  week  Miss  Nancy  Perkins 
caught  a  salmon  of  Ulb.  ;  on  Fob.  16  Mr.  C.  Perkins 
had  two  spring  salmon,  and  on  the  17th  he  also  had 
two,  the  heaviest  of  which  was  111b.  On  Birgham 
water,  on  the  17th,  Dr.  Henderson  had  two  salmon 
of  81b.  and  9Jlb,  On  Ednam  House  water  Mr. 
James  Tait  had  a  bull-trout  of  6Jlb.,  and  landed 
three  kelts.  At  the  Lees,  Mr.  Turner,  Coldstream, 
had  two  of  71b.  each,  and  at  Cornhill  Mr.  Bramwell 
had  one,  also  Mr.  Henderson,  Melkington,  one  of 
141b.  On  Till,  the  Rev.  J.  Simpson  had  one  of  51b. 
At  Sprouston,  Mr.  C.  Morris,  Sheffield,  landed  three 
or  four  kelts,  and  a  pike  of  121b.,  this  being  the 
fourth  pike  caught  on  this  stretch  this  season. 
This  latter  pike  was  full  of  spawn,  and  should  be  a 
good  riddance  to  the  river.  In  the  Teviot  nothing 
as  yet  has  been  done,  but  Mr.  R.  Ormiston  succeeded 
in  landing  a  kelt  at  Heiton  Mill  Rock  stream. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  of  the  past 
week  was  very  cold  and  snow  and  sleet  fell  on 
several  days.  Half  a  dozen  anglers  were  out  on  the 
Woodburn  Reservoirs  last  Saturday,  but  the  takes 
were  small.  The  rivers  which  open  to-morrow  in- 
clude the  Six-mile  Water,  Glenavy,  Crumlin,  Money- 
caragh,  etc. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  high  and  un- 
settled during  the  week,  consequently  sport  was 
rather  poor.  On  Lower  Careysville  Mr.  J.  J araeson 
three  fish  of  121b.,  ISlb.,  and  231b.  On  Upper 
Careysville  Mr.  W.  Jameson  four  of  121b.  201b.,  221b., 
and  251b.,  and  Mr.  Hamilton  Stubber  two  of  121b. 
each.  On  MocoUop  Major  Breeks  one  of  251b.,  and 
Major  McBean  one  of  211b. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan). — There  has  been  very  little 
fishing  during  the  past  week,  owing  to  storms  and 
little  floods.  I  can  only  hear  of  five  fish,  of  301b., 
241b.,  24lb.,  201b.  and  161b.,  being  got  by  Mr.  Francis 
Ley  and  his  fisherman  on  Black  Castle,  and  two  fish 
by  Mr.  Sclater  on  the  Blackwater.  The  river  is  in 
flood  at  present  time,  and  there  will  be  no  fishing 
for  some  days.- — Claret  Fly. 

Crana  (co.  Donegal). — The  Crana  opens  for 
angling  to-morrow  (Feb.  25).  The  best  trout  flies 
for  this  river  are  Claret  Fly,  Golden  Olive,  March 
Brown,  and  Hare's  Ear.  The  best  portions  of  the 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  are  preserved. — J.  A.  B. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — -The  river  has  been  in  a  very 
high,  unsettled  state  during  the  week,  with  strong 
gale  blowing,  which  kept  many  anglers  indoors. 
Reports  from  all  parts  of  the  river  go  to  show  that 
the  river  has  not  been  so  well  stocked  with  salmon 
for  many  years  past.  On  Mashonaglass,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Crawshay  had  one  of  91b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Bouring  one  of 
13^1b. ;  on  Lord  Bandon's  water,  Colonel  Trotman 
one  of  91b. ;  on  Williams  water.  Major  Fitton  one 
of  91b. ;  on  Nettleville,  Mr.  Robert  Nettles  three, 
lOilb.,  101b.,  and  91b. ;  on  Rooves,  Mr.  D.  Sarsfield 
one  of  101b.  ;  on  Fargus,  the  Hon.  W.  A.  Orde- 
Powlett  one  of  71b. ;  on  Lee  Mount,  Mr.  Lindsay 
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one  of  221b. ;  on  Clashaneur,  Mr.  Allen  one  of  81b. 
and  Mr.  J.  O'Brien  two.  of  13^1b.  and  8Ib.  ;  on 
Ardrum,  Mr.  S.  Haynea  one  of  111b.  ;  on  Cronody, 
3Injor  Barton  one  of  121b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Loiigli  Corrib  (Eilbeg,  co.Galway). — Unfavour- 
able weather  for  angling  the  whole  of  last  week — 
high  wind  and  sleet.  Still  the  trout  took  well  for 
a  few  hours  each  day ;  one  angler  was  out.  On 
Feb.  20,  two  trout,  weighing  IJlb.  each ;  on  the 
2 1st,  five  trout,  91b.  ;  on  the  22nd,  one  trout,  51b.  ; 
on  the  23rd,  four  trout,  121b.  ;  all  on  the  minnow 
and  blue  phantom. — ^T.  McCarthv. 

Lough  Curxane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  very  stormy,  and  no  angling 
has  been  done  for  several  days  on  Lough  Currane. 
The  lake  is  still  high,  but  it  is  falling.  No  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  rivers.  The  Inny,  though 
open  since  Feb.  1,  affords  only  brown  trout  fishing 
until  June,  when  salmon  and  sea-trout  arrive, — 
T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Fishing 
excellent  on  lake  and  river.  Large  baskets  of 
beautiful  trout  caught  daily ;  largest  trout  of  the 
week  by  Dr.  Barton,  a  beauty  of  71b.,  several  from 
lib.  to  Silb.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Neagh.— The  pollen  fisheries  continue 
fairly  good.  The  fishers  are  of  opinion  that  the 
proposed  drainage  of  the  Bann,  which  would  reduce 
the  lough  considerably,  would  seriously  interfere 
with  their  fisheries.  To-morrow  trout  fishing  opens 
on  all  the  streams  entering  the  lough. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — River  during  the  week  got  very 
high  owing  to  heavy  rains  falling.  There  were  some 
spring  fish  got  in  the  weirs,  but  nothing  done  with 
the  rod  as  no  one  could  go  out  in  the  storm. — 
John  Devers. 

Sloy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — No  angling  here  during  the  past  week 
owing  to  the  heavy  snow  showers  and  high  winds. 
A  few  fine  days  would  leave  the  river  fishable.  A 
number  of  fine  clean  fish  are  to  be  seen  showing  in 
the  pools.    Both  loughs  high. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Westnieath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MuUingar). — 
Spawning  operations  are  practically  over  for  this 
season,  and  angling  will  be  open  on  the  lakes  and 
rivers  in  the  Limerick  district  of  Westmeath  on 
Jlarch  1.  It  is  impossible  to  forecast  what  sport 
may  be  like ;  we  have  only  to  hope  for  the  best. 
The  tributaries  of  the  Boyne  (Drogheda  district) 
which  flow  through  this  county  were  open  for  fishing 
on  Feb.  1 2,  but  the  water  then  was  very  low  and  clear, 
and  sport  was  of  a  meagre  character.  When  the 
change  came  it  brought  blizzards  which  completely 
blocked  angling  altogether.  This,  however,  is  not 
much  to  be  regretted  as  trout  are  not  in  condition, 
at  least  to  any  appreciable  extent,  before  the 
middle  of  March.  Pike  are  spawning  among  the 
reedy  portions  of  the  lakes  and  in  the  shallow 
margins,  also  in  the  drains  in  connections,  and 
numbers  are  being  killed  by  nets,  shot  guns,  and 
other  devices. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  very  stormy 
and  scarcely  any  fishing  doing  at  all,  either 
by  amateur  or  professional.  All  the  boats  have 
been  in  harbour  all  the  week.  A  friend  of  mine 
suggested  that  Lent  should  be  put  off  because  there 
will  be  no  fish.  A  few  of  the  steam  trawlers  brought 
in  some  soles  and  hake  on  Monday  (Feb.  23),  and  a 
small  quantity  of  crawfish.  After  this  week  we  are 
promised  some  settled  weather  by  the  prophets, 
who,  I  must  confess,  have  been  pretty  correct  in 
their  prognostications.  During  this  oyster  scare  it 
is  well  to  know  that  Helford  River,  to  the  westward 
of  Falmouth,  about  six  miles,  is  perfectly  free  from 
sewage,  and  there  are  some  good  oyster  beds  in  the 
river. — W.  Heard er  (B.S.A.S.). 


JlssociaHons 

(Special  Meetings). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

In  consequence  of  important  business  the 
general  committee  will  meet  at  8  p.m.  instead  of 
8.30  p.m.  on  Monday,  March  2.— R.  G.  Woodruff. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

The  near-coming  of  the  annual  meeting  on 
Wednesday  next,  and  of  the  annual  dinner  on 
March  1 1,  was  discussed,  and  valuable  suggestions 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  society's  affairs  were 
made  and  dealt  with.  The  use  of  the  society's 
badge  and  burgee  by  members  and  by  agents  at 
the  various  stations  gave  rise  to  many  suggestions 
and  recommendations  to  the  executive  committee, 
and  will  doubtless  bear  fruit  in  due  time. 
Announcement  was  made  that  the  annual  meeting 
would  be  held  at  the  society's  rooms,  4,  Fetter- 
lane,  on  Wednesday,  March  4,  at  7.30  p.m.,  to 


receive  the  report  of  the  committee  for  1902  and 
to  pass  the  accounts,  to  be  followed  after  the 
termination  of  that  meeting  by  a  special  general 
meeting  to  make  needful  alterations  of  the  rules. 
A  large  attendance  of  members  was  invited  to  give 
effect  to  the  measuresproposed. — Hon.  Reporter. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society— 

Mr.  E.  A.  Beamont  presided  on  Tuesday  last, 
when  Messrs.  Beamont,  Gilbert,  Warne  (Ouse), 
and  Taylor  (Pangbourne)  reported  having  fished 
since  last  meeting,  the  result  achieved  being 
severely  moderate.  This  being  the  evening  set 
apart  by  the  programme  for  "Angling  Remini 
sconces,"  sundry  amusing  experiences  were  re- 
lated, leading  up  to  a  discussion  as  to  an  infallible 
test  to  distinguish  roach  from  rudd,  many  rudd 
being  very  roach-like,  and  per  contra.  Also,  as 
to  the  respective  merits  of  hooks  of  various  kinds 
for  sea  fishing.  Mr.  Taylor  showed  a  specimen 
brill,  specially  curious  by  reason  of  its  being  an 
"albino."     A  new  member  was  elected. 

Gresham  Angling  Society — 

The  special  general  meeting,  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  revising  the  rules  relating  to  the  close 
time  for  coarse  fish,  was  held  on  Tuesday  last, 
under  the  able  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery, 
when,  after  a  lengthy  discussion,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  matter  was  adjourned  till 
March  31.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  reported  the  turning 
into  the  Gresham  water  at  Chesham  on  Saturday 
last  of  100  Sin.  to  9in.  trout,  and  500  4in.  to  6in. 
ditto.  They  arrived  at  the  water  side  in 
splendid  condition,  and  were  an  exceedingly 
handsome  lot  of  fish.  Mr.  Peart's  foreman, 
having  examined  the  water  in  which  they  were 
placed,  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  larger  ones 
would  be  takeable  by  the  end  of  the  coming 
season,  as  the  aquatic  conditions  were  so  favour- 
able to  development.  This,  fortunately,  will  not 
be  necessary,  as  there  is  a  good  head  of  large  fish 
waiting  to  be  caught.  The  season  opens  April  1 
and  closes  Sept.  30.  Many  members  have  been 
fishing,  and  have  taken  fair  quantities  of  jack, 
perch,  roaoh,  and  dace,  but  no  very  large  speci- 
mens vi'ere  secured.  The  remainder  of  the  evening 
was  occupied  in  listening  to  a  very  fine  gramo- 
phone entertainment,  provided  by  Mr.  F.  C. 
Maitland,  who,  we  regret  to  state,  is  suffering  from 
a  severe  attack  of  pneumonia.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. — F.  E. 
Eldred,  hon.  sec. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

There  was  an  unusually  large  muster  at  Mon- 
day's meeting,  Mr.  C.  Stallibrass  beingunanimously 
voted  to  the  chair.  Mr.  Frank  Ward  was  the  first 
to  narrate  angling  experiences.  He  reported  the 
capture  of  a  couple  of  salmon  in  the  Dee,  one  of 
81b.  and  the  second  of  6^lb.,  both  clean  fish  for 
the  river  named.  The  two  salmon  were  killed  on 
a  silver-bodied  fly,  one  of  a  series  of  "cosmo- 
politans ''  brought  out  some  years  ago  by  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hardy.  Mr.  R.  Bradford,  who  accompanied 
Mr.  Frank  Ward  to  Scotland,  had  exceedingly 
bad  luck,  for  he  hooked  a  fine  fish,  but  after 
playing  it  some  time  the  hold  gave  way.  Mr. 
VV.  G.  Fletcher  exhibited  a  tray  of  nice  Kennet 
roach  and  a  dace  of  9Joz.  The  best  roach  was 
only  an  ounce  short  of  21b.  in  weight,  and  was  a 
handsome,  bright  specimen.  Mr.  Horace  Brown 
had  again  been  successful  with  grayling,  getting 
three  brace  from  Hampshire  on  Saturday.  He 
also  creeled  two  brace  of  jack,  spinning.  Other 
members  had  a  few  fish  from  Newburj'.  A  propos 
of  the  correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  anent 
light  rods,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  read  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  a  member  at  present  in  New  York. 
The  extract  was  as  follows: — "I  visited  Tom 
Hope,  the  tarpon  tackle-dealer  in  New  York,  and 
saw  many  fine  split  canes — one  of  8J-ft.  long 
weighed  Ifoz.  I  should  think  it  could'be  used 
successfully  with  fish  up  to  lib.  It  was  beauti- 
fully balanced."  Surely  this  is  a  perfect  reductio 
ad  ahsurdum. — Hon.  Sec. 

Knaresborough  Anglers'  Club— 

The  twenty-seventh  annual  meeting  was  held 
on  Friday  (Feb.  6),  Mr.  J.  W.  Craven  in  the  chair. 
The  committee's  report  was  read  and  adopted. 
During  the  past  year  500  fario  yearlings  were 
turned  into  the  club's  water,  and  a  further  con- 
signment of  1000  yearlings  during  the  present 
month.  The  treasurer's  accounts  were  passed 
and  approved.  Several  alterations  of  rules  were 
made.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Harewood 
was  re-elected  president,,  as  were  also  the  vice- 
presidents,  hon.  secretaries,  and  hon.  treasurer. 
The  following  gentlemen  —  namelj',  Mr.  Walker 
Clark,  Mr.  G.  D.  Wood,  Mr.  C.  F.  Smith,  Mr.  F. 
S.  Capes,  Mr.  J.  Warwick,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Craven 
— were  placed  on  the  committee  for  the  ensuing 
year.     The  K.A.C.  has  over  thirteen  miles  of 


fishing  on  the  Nidd  under  its  control,  and  close 
on  3000  yearlings  have  been  put  into  the  club's 
water  since  the  last  season. — Hon.  Sec. 

Malvern  Association  of  Anglers — 

On  Monday,  Feb.  9,  the  annual  meeting  was 
held.  Mr.  Geo.  Wilsmith  presided.  The  hon. 
sec.  (Mr.  Louis  F.  Higgs)  presented  the  balance- 
sheet,  which  was  considered  satisfactory.  The 
rules  then  underwent  revision.  The  election  of 
officers  and  committee  was  next  proceeded  with. 
Several  matters  of  minor  importance  having  been 
dealt  with,  including  the  club  fishing  rights,  it 
was  agreed  to  take  all  the  waters  on  again. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Association — 

Under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Charles  Benwell, 
on  Feb.  18,  Mr.  W.  I.  Wade  afforded  the  utmost 
enjoyment  to  all  present  by  his  interesting  and 
clever  lantern  lecture  entitled  "A  Tour  in  Kent," 
when,  in  his  own  inimitable  manner,  he  conducted 
his  audience  (metaphorically)  through  "  the  garden 
of  England."  The  various  scenes,  as  they  were 
successively  placed  upon  the  screen,  of  well-known 
places  (and  faces)  elicited  loud  applause.  A  most 
successful  concert  followed.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  lecturer,  chairman,  and  artists 
concluded  the  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Southend  Amateur  Angling  Society — 

The  second  annual  dinner  of  this  successful 
society  was  held  at  the  Victoria  Hall,  Southend, 
on  Monday  evening  the  1 6th.  The  President  of 
the  society.  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  was  in  the 
chair,  supported  by  the  ex-Mayor,  Aldermen 
Ingram,  Prevost,  and  Francis,  Councillors  F. 
Norman  and  Roberts,  Elliott  Fletcher,  K. 
Graham,  R.  H.  Newey,  A.  Norman,  and  nearly 
120  members  and  friends.  Ladies  were  also 
present.  After  enjoying  the  good  things  pro- 
vided, the  company  settled  themselves  to  listen  to 
speeches  and  a  capital  concert.  The  two  principal 
events  of  the  evening  were  the  presentation  of 
the  Royal  Humane  Society's  Certificate  to  a 
member  for  saving  life  off  the  pier  while  fishing 
• — Mr.  W.  Wilson — and  the  presentation  of  special 
prizes  won  during  1902,  the  principal  of  which  being 
two  handsome  silver  £5  5s.  Challenge  Cups  given  by  ' 
Mr.  R.  Graham,  B.S.A.S.,  the  hon.  treasurer  of 
the  society,  won  re^pecti^'ely  by  Mr.  O.  M.  Howard 
and  Mr.  F.  Buckle,  which  carried  also  the  Gold 
Medals  of  the  society.  The  minor  prize  winners 
were  Messrs.  A.  Lord,  Councillor  Roberts,  Wilson, 
Bouchier,  and  Buckle. — Hon.  Sec. 


"Thp:  ('Rickleton  chronicles." 


Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  recently  made  the  remark  in  these 
columns  that  Mr.  Carter  Platts  "  is  nothing  if  he  be 
not  humorous."  Any  doubters  of  the  truth  of  this 
dictum  will  speedily  be  convinced  of  the  genial 
"  W.  C.  P.'s"  right  to  a  place  in  the  very  frfmt 
rank  of  modern  humorists  by  a  perusal  of  his 
latest  book,  "  The  Crickleton  Chronicles ;  or.  The 
Cowboy's  Courtship."  *  It  is  usually  held  in  a 
general  way  that  to  do  a  thing  right  you  should 
begin  at  the  beginning  ;  but  Mr.  Carter  Platts  does 
the  thing  right  by  beginning  at  the  end.  Thus  the 
new  book  commences  :  — 

"THE  CRICKLETON  CHRONICLES. 
"Chapter  XX. — Conclusion. 
"So  they  were  married  at  eleven  o'clock  this 
morning,  and  have  lived  happily  ever  since. 

"THE  END." 

Which  is  very  comforting  and  reassuring,  and  saves 
the  reader  the  trouble  of  himting  about  the  last 
chapter  to  "see  how  it  ends."  Having  thus  satis- 
factorily cleared  the  course,  Mr.  Carter  Platts 
proceeds  to  relate  in  his  happiest  vein  the  remark- 
able incidents  of  the  Colorado  ranchman's  wooing 
of  an  English  squire's  daughter,  embroidering  the 
narrative  with  the  quaintest  of  side-splitting  scenes 
and  circumstances,  and  here  and  there  touching 
with  a  delicate  hand  a  chord  of  pathos. 

Here  is  a  short  extract  from  Dr.  McAssid's 
account  of  the  young  man  who  couldn't  get  out  of 
Society  :  — 

"Young  Duningham  didn't  like  it — wanted  to 
get  out  of  Society  more  than  ever  he'd  wanted  to 
get  into  it,  but  couldn't  do  it.  Every  time  he  tried 
to  make  a  bolt  clean  away,  the  eighteen  old  baronets 
figuratively  grabbed  him  by  the  scruff  of  the  neck, 
and  twenty-five  old  dowagers  metaphorically  hung 
on  to  his  coat-tails  and  held  him  back.  Every 
effort  he  made  to  get  out  of  Society  only  plunged 
him  further  in.  Young  Duningham  got  desperate, 
vowed  if  Society  wouldn't  let  him  drop  out  quietly 
he'd  get  it  to  kick  him  out — thought  and  schemed 
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like  a  House  of  Commons — hit  on  a  plan.  Next 
day  one  of  the  old  dowagers  gave  a  dinner-party — 
young  Duningham  and  roomful  of  rank  and  fashion 
there.  Everything  going  off  deadly  dull-  nobody 
would  talk.  Old  dowager  nearly  in  fits  to  think 
her  function  a  ghastly  rot,  when  young  Duningham 
began  serenely  shovelling  his  peas  into  his  mouth 
with  his  knife — reckoned  that  would  bowl  him  clean 
out  of  Society  first  over;  but  it  only  jerked  him 
further  in,  and  suddenly  whipped  up  the  dismal 
affair  into  one  of  the  most  brilliant  dinner-parties 
of  the  season. 

'"By  Jove,  who'd  have  thought  of  that  but 
Duningham  !  'pon  my  word,  he's  the  funniest  dog  ! 
It's  the  bucolic  tenant  at  the  annual  rent-dinner 
hit  of?  to  the  life  !  Toole  couldn't  have  done  it 
better.  You'd  make  your  fortune  on  the  stage, 
Duningham,'  cried  one  of  the  old  baronets  approv- 
ingly, and  the  old  dowager  eeci-etly  squeezed  young 
Duningham's  hand  under  cover  of  the  table,  and 
her  grateful  glance  was  eloquent  of  her  fervent 
thanks  to  him  for  saving  lier  party  from  utter 
failure. 

"'How  excessively  dwoU !  Bet  you  two  dozen 
pairs  of  gloves  you  can't  do  it ! '  exclaimed  Lord 
Algy  Fitzfudge  to  the  beautiful  Honourable  Miss 
Highstairs.  Notion  spread  faster  than  influenza ; 
two  minutes  later  all  the  fashionable  company 
madly  trying  to  out-do  each  other  in  eating  peas 
with  their  knives,  and  spilling  'em  down  twenty- 
guinea  frocks  and  shirt  fronts.  Roars  of  laughter: 
young  Duningham,  the  hero  of  the  hour ;  got 
invitations  next  day  for  thirteen  more  dinner- 
parties at  houses  he'd  never  visited  before.  Of 
course,  news  flew  from  drawing-room  to  drawing- 
room — idea  caught  on  everywhere — Society  went 
crazed  on  it — pea-eating  competitions  all  the  rage — 
who  could  eat  most  with  an  ordinary  dinner-knife 
without  spilling  one.  Lady  Torpsoyer  got  up  a 
six-a-side  tournament  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
St.  Orloff's  Church  Missionary  Society — first  dropped 
pea  or  spilled  drop  of  gravy  to  disqualify." 

The  other  desperate  efforts  young  Duningham 
made  unsuccessfully  to  get  out  of  Society,  as  well 
as  the  side-splitting  particulars  of  the  organised 
suicide — "  A  Despondent"  Lover  Flings  himself  into 
the  River  from  Lover's  Crag  !  Real  Water  !  Real 
Crag!  Real  Lover!  Positively  one  performance  only  ! 
No  encores  allowed  under  any  consideration — the 
country  editor's  blunders,  the  startling  brass- band 
contest,  the  "surprise"  picnic,  the  thousand  and 
one  mirth-provoking  situations  incident  to  the 
cowboy's  wooing  and  life  in  a  country  village 
generally,  are  they  not  written  in  "  The  Crickleton 
Chronicles  ?  " 


POACHING  ON  THE  RIVER  LARK. 

A  CASE  of  considerable  interest  to  members  of 
angling  societies  and  to  fishermen  generally  came 
before  the  Mildenhall  (Suffolk)  Bench  on  P'riday 
last,  when  four  men,  named  James  Griggs,  Robert 
Hood,  George  Thompson,  and  Arthur  Anes,  were 
charged  by  Mr.  Wm.  Howlett,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Conservators  under  the  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  Fisheries  Act,  and  a  river  bailiff,  with  using 
an  illegal  instrument  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish 
m  the  river  Lark  at  West  Row.  Police-constable 
Henry  Offord  gave  evidence  that  he  had  watched 
the  river,  under  instructions,  and  that  on  Feb.  13, 
between  4  p.m.  and  5  p.m.,  he  saw  the  four  de- 
fendants dragging  the  river  Lark  just  above  West 
Row  Bridge  with  the  net  produced.  One  man  on 
either  bank  pulled  the  net,  another  man  was  in  a 
boat  in  front,  and  the  fourth  man  assisted  the  otliers 
in  drawing  in  the  net  at  the  bridge.  Witness  went 
up  to  the  men  and  took  possession  of  the  net.  Mr. 
Howlett  produced  a  certified  copy  of  the  bye-laws 
made  by  the  Board  of  Conservators,  under  the  Nor- 
folk and  Suffolk  Fisheries  Act,  and  pointed  out  that 
the  use  of  a  drag-net  in  waters  under  the  Board's 
jurisdiction  was  prohibited.  The  net  produced  was 
twenty  yards  long  and  four  yards  deep,  and  had  a 
pocket  twelve  feet  long.  It  would  sweep  the  river 
from  bank  to  bank.  The  defence  was  that  the  net 
was  used  simply  for  the  purpose  of  taking  bait. 
The  Bench  decided  that  the  use  of  such  a  net  was 
contrary  to  law,  and  fined  defendants  £1  3a.  4d. 
each,  including  costs.  Both  the  prosecutor  and  the 
defendants  were  legally  represented. 


Thk  journal  La  Presse  publishes  the  followino' 
message  from  Helsingfors :— The  sea  ice  along  tlie 
Fmnish  coast  broke  up  suddenly  on  Fob.  21  and 
more  than  250  fishermen  who  were  fishing  on  the 
ice  near  the  breakwater  of  the  lighthouse  at  Somero 
were  borne  out  to  sea  on  the  drifting  floes.  Vessels 
were  sent  from  the  nearest  port  to  rescue  the  men 
but  they  returned  this  morning  after  having  searched 
for  them  all  night  in  vain.  The  fishermen  are  thus 
abandoned  to  the  hazards  of  wind  and  weather  and 
as  vessels  crossing  the  Baltic  at  this  season  of  the 
year  are  few,  they  are  regarded  as  lost. 


^offings       f^c  iSap. 

Iff  were  kin-j — //  /  ivere  onhi  king, 
I'd  /ishifi'j  go  each  day — *'/  /  were  kinr/. 

— Villon.  ' 


The  21st  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  March  10,  at  the 
Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G.  To  com- 
memorate the  anniversary  it  has  been  decided  that 
ladies  be  invited. 


Some  fine  catches  of  fish  were  credited  to  the 
members  of  the  Lychnobito  Angling  Society  on 
Saturday  last  at  Hoddesdon,  some  of  the  takes 
being  especially  good,  notably  five  fine  roach  by 
Mr.  W.  Dineen,  and  some  pike  by  Messrs.  Gosse 
and  G.  Martin.  The  weather  was'  rough,  but  the 
good  sport  was  thoroughly  enjoyed,  Mr.  Caddell,  of 
the  Fish  and  Eels  Tavern,  catering  for  the  party  in 
a  most  kind  and  attentive  manner.  This  house,  by 
the  way,  since  its  rebuilding,  seems  to  be  going 
stronger  than  ever,  and  anglers  when  in  the  district 
should  not  fail  to  try  its  hospitality.  The  quarterly 
meeting  takes  place  on  Saturday  evening  (Feb.  28), 
at  8  p.m.,  at  the  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane. 


My  Ship. 

I  WONDER  when  the  day  will  come 

For  which  I've  waited  long ; 
When  all  my  sorrowing  is  done 

And  life  is  one  glad  song. 
When  every  debt  is  off  the  slate. 

My  promises  made  true. 
When  I'll  be  good  and  wise  and  great 

And  have  a  cent  or  two  ; 
When  care  and  grief  have  passed  away 

And  peace  and  j  oy  begin ; 
Upon  the  glad  and  happy  day 

When  my  fair  ship  comos  in. 
I  sit  beside  the  restless  sea 

And  list  the  billows  roar. 
To  wonder  when  they'll  bring  to  me 

The  bliss  I'm  waiting  for ; 
But  as  I  call  to  mind  how  fate 

Pursues  her  fickle  way. 
And  visually  brings  too  late 

The  gifts  for  which  we  pray, 
I  sigh  and  bow  my  weary  head 

To  hide  my  deep  cliagrin  — 
I  know  I'll  be  a  long  time  dead 

When  that  old  ship  comes  in. 

— Philadelphia  Price  Current. 


On  Tuesday  night  last  when  we  were  all  fast 
asleep  in  our  beds,  or  ought  to  have  been,  the  crew 
of  the  Deal  Lifeboat  performed  another  splendid 
bit  of  service.  It  was  blowing  from  the  S.W.  "hard 
enough  to  blow  a  Quaker's  hat  off,"  when  in  answer 
to  rockets  and  flares  the  Mary  Somerville  was 
launched.  Three  vessels  had  dragged  their  anchors 
in  the  darkness,  and  had  become  so  inextricably 
mixed  up  that  "  you  couldn't  tell  t'other  from 
which."  In  the  heavy  sea  that  was  running  they 
were  all  in  the  gravest  danger,  but  the  lifeboat  men 
managed  what  the  vessels'  crews  couldn't  do.  They 
straightened  things  out  so  that  without  any  loss  of 
life  the  colliding  ships  were  separated ;  three  of  the 
crew  took  the  worst  damaged  vessel  into  Ramsgate, 
while  their  comrades  secured  the  remaining  two  in 
safety.  I  am  very  pleased  to  hear  that  our  friend 
Ned  Hanger  had  sufficiently  recovered  from  his 
recent  illness  to  take  tlio  place  on  the  lifeboat  he 
has  filled  so  long  and  so  v^  orthily,  and  we  all  of  us 
hope  he  will  be  none  the  worse  for  the  terrible 
buffeting  of  wind  and  sea  which  fell  to  the  lot  of 
him  and  his  gallant  comrades  that  boisterous  night. 


On  Monday  evening,  March  30,  a  lantern  lecture 
(by  Mr.  J.  W.  Wade,  secretary  of  the  Central 
Association  of  London  Anglers)  and  a  concert  will 
be  given,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  and  T.A.P.S.,  in  the 
Peckham  Public  Hall,  Rye-lane,  Peckham.  The 
"Oglanders,"  whose  meetings  are  held  at  the 
Oglander  Hotel,  Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich, 
S.E.,  are,  and  have  been  from  their  inception, 
thoroughly  go-ahead  and  up-to-date.  They  are  all 
good  sportsmen,  and  deserve  the  patronage  of  all 
South  London  anglers  (North,  East,  and  West 
also).  The  Peckham  Hall  will  hold  a  very  large 
number,  and  I  hope  the  two  associations  which  this 
grand  night  is  intended  to  benefit  will  realise  a 
substantial  sum.  I  have  promised  to  "try"  and 
be  present. 


"  When  is  an  editor  like  a  tailor  ?  "    "  Why,  when 

he  uses  sciss  "    "  No,  no."    "  Let  me  see — when 

he  takes  a  pile  of  cuttings."  "No,  that  won't 
do.  Give  it  up  ?  Why,  when  he  takes  the  measure 
of  a  page." 


The  opening  chapters  of  John  Fox's  serial,  "The 
Little  Shepherd  of  Kingdom  Come,"  in  Scribner'e, 
have  won  for  him  a  host  of  readers  and  a  great  deal 
of  praise,  both  from  the  Press  and  from  letters 
which  have  been  showered  upon  him.  The  story  is 
peculiarly  sympathetic,  and  the  struggles  of  the  boy- 
mountaineer  to  rise  out  of  his  class  are  depicted  not 
only  with  humour,  but  %vith  fine  pathos. 


"Sweet  charity"  inspires  many  workers  in 
many  parts  of  London  and  its  environs,  but 
nowhere  are  there  more  earnest  philanthropists 
than  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tufnell  Park,  Tha 
annual  football  match  "Bakers  v.  Sweeps" — given 
in  the  cause  of  charity— has  this  year  had  the 
pleasing  result  of  giving  dinners  to  2025  poor 
children,  the  gross  result  of  the  match  being  some 
£260.  The  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  this 
match  took  place  at  the  Tufnell  Park  Hotel  on 
Tuesday  night,  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hocking  being  in 
the  chair.  Congratulations  to  everybody  !  Messrs. 
W.  Harris,  J.  Lees,  and  Fairbank  were  to  the  fore, 
and  as  for  those  who  helped  this  splendid  affair 
their  name  is  legion. 


According  to  the  Daily  New  Advertiser  of  British 
Columbia,  Professor  Prince,  Commissioner  of 
Fisheries  for  Canada,  stated  recently  at  Ottawa 
that  he  had  witnessed  the  capture  of  a  B.C.  salmon 
weighing  84Ib.,  but  that  the  largest  ever  caught 
was  taken  out  of  the  Skreena  in  B.C.,  and  weighed 
1041b.  He  further  stated  that  in  the  Eastern 
Province  of  Canada,  where  the  salmon  do  not  reach 
these  gigantic  proportions,  fish  are  caught  as  largo 
as  the  Norwegian  salmon  of  50lb.,  or  thereabouts, 
which  are  recorded  from  time  to  time.  The  annual 
catch  of  salmon  throughout  Canada  appears  to  be 
worth  about  twenty-five  million  dollars. 


When  Jenny  Came  Along. 
Fishin'  in  the  river,  an'  Jenny  come  along, 
Apern  full  o'  flowers,  an'  singin'  of  a  song ; 
"Shame  to   ketch    them    fishes  —  cruel   'tis  an' 
wrong  !  " 

That  wuz  what  she  tol'  me — when  Jenny  come 
along. 

Fishin'  pole  wuz  noddin' — fish  a-pullin'  strong ; 
Never  had  sich  luck  as  that,  when  Jenny  come 
along ; 

Knowed  she  wuz  a-comin'  by  the  blossoms  roun' 
the  place ; 

Water  like  a  lookin'-glass,  showin'  of  her  face. 

Wound  up  that  'ere  tackle — let  the  fishin'  go : 
Walked  with  her  through  meadows  with  daisies 

white  as  snow ; 
Wind  a-blt)win'  in  my  face  the  bright  locks  round 

her  brow — 
Never  did  like  fishin'  in  a  river,  anyhow  ! 

The  Outlook. 


Mr.  E.  M.  Dixon,  who  presided  at  Ye  Olde  Porte 
Musical  Society's  concert  on  Tuesday  night,  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  "  a  record."  It  wanted  no  stretch 
of  imagination  to  believe  that  every  Fleet-street 
angler  was  present.  "  Ariel  " — 'tis  a  name  to  con- 
jure by — and  the  "Ariel  Quartette,"  Messrs.  Cribb, 
Langton,  Ward,  and  Hatton,  sang  part-songs  with 
such  spirit,  time,  and  volume  of  voice,  that  I  thought 
I  was  back  in  old  Elizabethan  days  when  part-singing 
was  in  its  prime,  Mr.  F.  H.  Chettle,  the  worthy  hon. 
treasurer  and  member  of  the  committee,  had  no 
small  share  in  the  successful  arrangements,  and  to 
Messrs.  T.  C.  Winchcombe,  Val  Tudor,  Newton, 
Norris,  Wilks,  and  Edmunds,  as  typical  of  a  score 
of  clever  artists,  I  pay  a  tribute  of  compliments  and 
thanks  for  a  delightful  evening.  "Are  we  a  musical 
nation  ? "  The  verdict  of  those  who  attend  Ye 
Olde  Porte  Musical  Society,  Fleet-street,  is  "  Yes  !  " 


I  BEAD  in  a  daily  contemporary  that  a  bogus 
sailor  has  been  arrested  for  begging.  He  pretends 
to  have  suffered  much  for  King  and  country,  and 
one  of  his  strongest  claims  to  the  compassion  of 
the  pviblic  is  his  statement  that  he  had  a  horse  shot 
under  him  at  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar !  The  local 
police,  I  am  informed,  "have  reason  to  believe  he  is 
an  impostor."  What  regular  Sherlock  Holmeses 
those  local  coppers  must  be  ! 


On  Wednesday  evening,  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  B.S.A.S.,  4,  Fetter-lane,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Mr.  T.  Roberts,  whose  portrait  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  recently  as  gold  medallist  and  winner 
of  the  Deal  Challenge  Cup,  a  very  pleasant  evening 
was  spent.  Although  the  chairman  did  not  share 
the  oyster  scare,  the  conversation  turned  on  the 
forthcoming  general  meeting  on  March  4,  and  the 
annual  dinner  on  March  11  at  the  Restaurant 
Frascati.  Dbagnet. 
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Provifteial  flngling  Jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Thursday  evening  (Feb.  19)  for  the  special  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  notice  of  motion  lodged 
by  Mr.  Martin  re  the  representatives  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  being  allowed  to  attend  the 
Birmingham  Association  meetings.     A  prolonged 
discussion  took  place,  and  in  the  end  the  motion  was 
carried  by  a  large  majority.    Angling  on  the  Severn 
has  been  very  good  during  the  past  week,  some  fine 
catches  of  roach  and  perch  have  been  had  near  to 
Arley  ;  the  Kidderminster  men  have  had  some  good 
catches  of  roach.    Some  very  good  pike  have  also 
been  taken,  and  a  few  good  chub.    Two  members 
of  the  Dudley  A.  S.  caught  a  brace  of  perch  at  Arley 
last  week-end,  one  weighed  SJlb.,  the  other  3Ib.  IO^dz. 
The  Avon  in  the  Evesham  district,  and  down  "the 
river  to  Fladbury,  has  provided  some  very  good 
roach  and  pike  fishing.    A  pike  of  over  141b.  was 
taken  from  the  river  at  Welford,  and  in  the  upper 
reaches  sport  was  above  the  average.  The  members 
of  the  Sparkbrook  Club,  fishing  their  private  water 
the  Stour,  which  is  a  tributary  of  the  Avon,  had 
some  fine  catches  of  roach  and  dace.     Both  the 
Avon  and  its  tributaries  are  in  good  condition.  Pike 
fishing  in  the  Trent  has  also  been  good,  and  a 
number  of  small  pike  have  been  taken  from  the 
canal  at  Hopwas  and  Fazeley.    I  hear  that  one  of 
the  members  of  the  Birmingham  Heath  Club  has 
lodged  a  notice  of  motion  to  give  up  their  water 
at  Amington.    The  Dudley  Castle  Club  fish  a  bye- 
contest  at  Uffington  on   March  8.  Seventy-five 
members  of  the  St.  Paul's  Club  fished  a  bye-contest 
at  Kmgswood  on  Feb.  22,  when  Mr.  E.  Hartwright 
was  returned  the  winner. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  high  winds  have  considerably 
mihtated  agamst  angling,  the  conditions  in  other 
respects  have  been  favourable  for  the  prosecution 
of  sport.  The  main  stream— the  Witham— has,  of 
course,  received  by  far  the  most  attention,  and 
almost  at  every  point  of  the  river  pike  have  been 
fished  for  with  great  success.  The  Bardney,  Stix- 
wold.  Kirkstead,  Tattershall,  and  Langrick  dis- 
tricts ought,  perhaps,  to  be  specially  mentioned  for 
there  the  best  fish  have  been  captured.  Individual 
bags  have  contained  as  many  as  three  and  four 
brace,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  up  to  431b.,  while 
the  heaviest  single  fish  turned  the  scale  at  161b. 
Nor  has  this  success  been  confined  to  the  Witham' 
The  Forty-foot  at  Hubbert's  Bridge,  Swineshead' 
DoDington,  and  at  other  points  of  the  river  towards 
Bourne,  have  been  patronised  with  equallv  sood 
results.  •'  ^ 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Both  the  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries  were  in 
very  fair  order  for  operations  last  week,  and  when 
the  climatic  conditions  were  favourable  some  good 
roach  were  secured  both  with  worm  and  paste 
especially  between  Hempholme  and  Arram.  A  few' 
good  fish  were  also  picked  up  here  and  there 
between  Hull  Bridge  and  Wawne,  and  the  river 
this  week  is  in  first-class  condition,  should  the 
weather  prove  favourable.  Pike,  roach,  and  perch 
aie  also  furnishing  fair  sport  in  the  top  ponds  of  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  in  the  lower  districts 
a  few  decent  sized  pike  have  been  taken  On 
Friday  (Feb.  20)  a  party  of  about  six  men  were 
observed  nettmg  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  river 
Hull,  near  to  Dunswell,  under  the  cloak  of  •'  only 
getting  a  few  bait,  sir,"  and  I  am  credibly  informed 
that  they  had  amongst  thsm  about  one  hundred- 
weight of  fish.  Now  it  is  high  time  this  bait 
catchmg  was  put  a  stop  to  in  the  interest  of  sport 
on  all  public  waters,  for  these  so-called  bait  catchers 
destroy  thousands  upon  thousands  of  fish  every  year. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  West  Salford  Anglers'  Association  have 
decided  to  extend  the  limits  of  this  organisation 
and  an  entrance  fee  of  lOs.  has  been  fixed.  Already 
one  club  has  joined  and  others  may  follow  shortly, 
80  as  to  have  a  chance  of  winning  their  magnificent 
challenge  shield.  Six  clubs  are  now  embodied,  and 
all  of  them  good  ones.  The  Royal  Oak  Angling 
tjociety,  Penaleton,  have  arranged  already  for  threS 
matches  to  take  place  at  Northwich,  Poynton,  and 
Althorpe.  Very  little  is  reported  from  Warrington  the 
boisterous  weather  of  last  week  end  keot  the  locals 
at  home.  A  roach  of  19oz.  was  weighed  in  by  Mr 
•  f,  I:  ^  meeting  of  the  association  committee 
18  called  for  March  6.  The  Bollin  opens  on  Monday 
next  for  trout  fishing.  Amongst  clubs  in  Warrington 
who  have  forwarded  their  programmes  are  the 
Howley,  Latchford,  TraveUers'  and  Working-men's 
Hocieties.    A  storm  in  a  tea-cup  has  arisen  at 


Liverpool  over  a  local  daring  to  catch  a  rainbow 
trout  in  the  ordinary  close  time  for  trout.  If  a 
fish  is  imported  with  natural  habits  at  variance 
with  our  existing  laws,  and  one  is  taken  and 
retained,  then  some  piscatorial  Puritan  comes  on 
the  scene  and  fulminates.  A  trout  is  a  trout,  and  any 
angler  retaining  a  rainbow  in  April  or  May,  although 
allowed  by  law,  would  not  be  a  sportsman;  but 
rainbows  in  winter,  which  is  the  usual  close  time, 
are  in  good  condition.  The  legality  of  retaining 
them  is  quite  another  thing,  and  I  cannot  decide  it. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Lower  Broughton  Angling  Society  next 
week-end  wind  up  the  season  at  Broken  Cross 
with  a  club  fixture,  to  be  followed  by  a  smoker  on 
March  10,  when  prizes  will  be  handed  to  the 
fortunate  winners.  Many  of  our  city  rods  are 
busy  arranging  to  visit  several  waters  to  be  opened 
on  Monday  (March  2);  evidence  of  this  is  in  the 
slightly  improved  demand  for  requisites.  Only  a  few 
days  remain  before  all  local  popular  resorts  will  be 
open.  On  March  2,  the  Levenshulme  Anglers' 
Association  will  hear  a  lecture  from  Mr.  A.  Smith 
on  the  Norfolk  Broads.  The  lecture  will  be  illus- 
trated by  at  least  one  hundred  magnificent  lantern 
views.  Mr.  J.  Pendrigh,  Hardy  Bros.'  manager  for 
this  city,  is  to  be  congratulated  on  securing  this  event 
for  his  club,  but  as  secretary  he  is  always  "doing." 
Undeterred  by  recent  severe  reverses  by  local  clubs, 
stocking  goes  along  merrily.  The  CP. A. A.  had  a 
busy  time  last  week  end  in  that  line.  The  Centrals, 
Openshaw,  have  also  safely  transferred  1000  perch 
from  the  Wyresdale  fishery  to  their  private  waters 
at  Clayton.  Last  Saturday  the  Star  Angling  Society 
fished  a  match  at  Poynton,  Mr.  W.  Derbyshire 
heading  the  list.  The  changeable  weather  of  the 
past  few  days  has  militated  against  angling. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Weather  conditions  have  been  all  against  anglers 
and  angling;  but  the  craft  is  a  patient  race,  and 
snatch  outings  even  if  the  wind  does  rage  and 
storms  occur  at  frequent  intervals.  Roaching  has 
been  pursued  —  of  course,  under  most  trying 
conditions  —  at  Weston,  Sawley.  Shardlow, 
Cavendish  Bridge,  Trenthock,  Clifton,  and 
Wilford,  and  the  most  fish  appear  to  have  been 
creeled  on  the  first-named  reach.  Amongst  others 
excelling,  mention  may  be  made  of  Mr.  A  W. 
Shelton,  Mr.  W.  E.  Ellis,  Mr.  W.  Truswell.  Mr." 
T.  D.  Lairs,  and  Mr.  J.  Burnham.  Piking  has 
attracted  votaries  to  Shardlow,  but  doings  have 
been  of  an  unimportant  kind.  In  three  outings 
recently  at  Rolleston,  Mr.  B.  T.  Small,  of  the  City 
Piscatorial  Society,  has  run  and  landed  twenty-five 
fish — best  ^lh.  Mr.  Barker  and  Mr.  Page,  of  the 
same  society,  have  taken  a  dozen  in  two  outings  at 
Barton.  Heavy  rain  fell  on  Tuesday  night,  and  at 
the  period  of  writing  the  Trent  was  rising,  though 
not  rapidly.  A  good  rise  will  be  welcomed  by 
bottom  anglers,  who  seem  anxious  to  finish  up  the 
season  in  brilliant  fashion  arnongst  roach.  These 
are  now  in  splendid  condition,  the  majority  pre- 
ferring the  worm  to  any  other  kind  of  bait.  My 
own  choice  is  a  brandling  threaded  in  zig-zag  style. 
The  Nottingham  Anglers'  Association  announce 
their  closing  matches  for  valu  ible  prizes  on  Thursday 
and  Saturday,  March  12  and  14. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  rough  weather  this  week — hail, 
torrents  of  rain,  and  snowstorms;  wind  blowing 
almost  a  hurricane.    As  the  effects  of  this  there  is 
a  considerable  rise  in  our  rivers,  3ft.  6in.  on  the 
Severn  this  (Wednesday)  morning,  and  the  water 
very  thick,  which  has  put  a  stop  to  angling,  and 
little  can  be  done  with  the  salmon  nets.    Sport  was 
very  good  in  the  middle  part  of  last  week,  the  pike 
going  remarkably  well  in  the  Avon,  Messrs.  A.  Smith, 
F.  Crump,  and  F.  Williams  had  three  fish  each! 
heaviest  81b.    Mr.  F.  Champkins,  Pershore,  five 
capital  fish,  with  live  bait,  and  Mr.  J.  Sandford  and 
E.  Sail  is  two  fish  each,  all  over  51b.   Chub  and  roach 
were  also  well  on  the  feed.    Mr.  J.  Freeman  caught 
a  brace  of  chub  weighing  over  91b.,  and  in  addition 
121b.  of  fine  roach  in  the  Severn,  close  to  the  City. 
The  St.  John's  Angling  Society  held  their  annual 
meeting   at  the  Bell  Inn  on  Thursday  last,  the 
president,  Mr.  John  Stokes,  in  the  chair.  The 
secretary  laid  before  the  meeting  his  statement  of 
accounts  for  the  past  season,  which  showed  a 
balance  of  £2  8s.  3d.  in  favour  of  the  society,  and 
his  report  showed  the  membership  had  just  doubled 
in  the  last  two  years.    The  officers  were  re-elected. 
The  Malvern  Angling  Association  held  the  four- 
teenth annual  meeting  at  headquarters,  the  Star 
Hotel,  North  Malvern,  on  Monday  evening 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  high  winds  and  the  flooded  rivers  have 
retarded  sport.  Before  the  floods  anglers  enjoyed 
a  fau-ly  successful  time  in  the  Ure,  where  several 
fine  roach  were  taken  near  Boroughbridge  and  a 
few  nice  grayling  below  Hawes.  Some  good 
catches  of  pike  were  made  in  the  Pocklington 
Canal.  The  season  for  grayling  and  coarse 
fash  IS  now  nearing  its  end.  Anglers  for  grayUne 
have  not  had  a  bad  season  oq  the  whole 
Ihe  members  and  friends  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
b  ^'"^  ^'^''^  yearly  dinner  on 

f  eb.  21.  The  president,  Mr.  J.  E.  Spurr,  occupied 
the  chair.  At  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire 
liishery  Board  at  York  this  week  the  anglers  of 
York  and  the  district  presented  a  petition  praying 
that  the  Ouse  between  Naburn  Lock  and  Linton 
Lock  might  be  closed  between  March  15  and 
June  15,  the  close  time  to  include  pike.  Complaint 
was  made  of  the  continual  taking  of  parent  fish  of 
all  kinds  during  the  spawning  season,  which 
seriously  depleted  the  stock  of  coarse  fish  The 
restriction  of  click  and  other  netting,  by' which 
thousands  of  small  fish  are  taken  out  of  the  Ouse 
every  year  and  sent  to  stock  other  rivers 
was  also  asked  for.  When  smelt  fishing,  too' 
salmon  fish9rs  at  Naburn  and  Linton  locks  take  an 
enormous  quantity  of  coarse  fish.  Another  matter 
ot  importance  is  the  large  contributions  which  trout 
and  coarse  fish  anglers  have  made  through  their 
licences  towards  the  debt  of  the  fishery  boa-d,  and 
the  inadequate  considerations  they  claim  to  have 
received  in  return.  The  board  have  gone  so  far  as 
to  rescind  their  former  resolution,  exempting  the 
Ouse  trom  the  close  time,  and  refer  these  rnatters  to 
committee,  and  the  secretary  will  in  the  meantime 
make  inquiries  as  to  the  feeling  in  the  county. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been  very  wild 
and  sport,  generally  speaking,  has  been  backward 
in  consequence.  On  days  that  were  anyway  favour- 
able some  nice  sport  was  had  on  the  principal  Cork 
rivers  at  salmon,  while  trouting  showed  some  good 
sport  on  many  of  the  Munster  rivers.  Lake  fishing 
has  been  poor  all  round,  and  on  Waterville  Lake 
angling  has  been  at  a  standstill.  Matters  appear 
to  be  progressing  weU  at  all  the  hatcheries:  At 
Killarney  sport  is  showing  an  inaprovement  on  the 
lakes  despite  the  unfavourable  climatic  conditions 
but  river  fishmg  in  the  district  has  not  been  up  to 
anticipation.  In  the  Connaught  and  Ulster  waters 
generally  speaking,  sport  has  been  fairly  good  at 
times,  and  is  improving.  Sea  angling  has  been  at  a 
standstill  everywhere  for  the  past  three  or  four 
days. 

Woic5  from  tl}c  ilorf^. 

Anglers  were  literally  blown  off  the  waters  in 
the  North  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  for  the  most 
part  of  Saturday,  so  that  the  week's  results  have 
been  considerably  reduced  accordingly. 

The  Blairs  College  Dee  water  is  let  to  a  limited 
number  of  tickets  at  £5  a  rod  till  the  end  of  May 
and  IS  about  the  most  "inexpensive"  salmon  and' 
sea-trout  run  in  the  North.  The  sprino-  finnock 
nshing  is  superb. 


Fraser,  Mr.  Lindsay's  keeper  on  the  Don  Pit- 
medden  water,  had  first  blood  there  on  Monday  last 
I  have  already  given  the  hint  that  the  Kintore 
and  Inverurie  sections,  which  are  nominallv  free  to 
salmon  and  trout  anglers,  are  worth  attention  this 
season. 


Macintosh,  Keith,  and  Mason  were  convicted  on 
evidence  last  week  of  mauling  two  Don  watchers 
and  as  a  result  Mason,  the  worst  of  the  gang  is 
now  doing  sixty  days,  while  Keith  does  thirty  in 
the  same  narrow  confines  of  Craiginches  (Aberdeen 
prison),  so  that  for  a  month  at  least  the  salmon  will 
be  free  from  troubling  and  the  watchers  at  rest  as 
far  as  these  boys  are  concerned.  Tlie  third  man 
got  off  with  a  fine  of  50s. 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  liad  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


The  marked  kelt  found  at  Deveron  mouth  lately 
was  originally  marked  as  a  kelt  in  March  last,  and 
wf|ghed  lOlb.  Its  weight  when  found  was 
161b.  Allowing  81b.  at  least  for  loss  of  spawn  and 
fat  It  must  have  been  a  salmon  of  some  241b.  when 
It  again  entered  the  Deveron  from  the  sea. 

General  Lord  Methuen  is  now  the  guest  of  Colonel 
Vivian  at  Delfur  Lodge  for  a  few  days'  fishing  on 
thebpey.  His  lordship  is  an  enthusiastic  an.^ler 
and  It  IS  reported  of  him  that  he  kept  up  the  spTrits 
ot  his  staff  on  the  veldt  by  reciting  to  them  his 
exploits  on  the  Spey,  and  other  fishing  stories  and 
incidents.  Special  Scotch, 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


February  28,  1903 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

PATRON :  H.M.  THE  KING. 

President :  H.R.H.The  Duke  of  Connaught,  K.G. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

Thui-sdaij,  3Iar(h  JO,  lf)0:>, 
AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 

COWANS 

CORONATION  ODE 

AND 
SULLIVAN'S 

THE  GOLDEN  LEGEND 

Miss  MACINTYRE. 
Miss  HELEN  JAXON. 
Miss  FLORENCE  BULLEID. 
Mr.  BEN  DAVIES. 
Mr.  DAN  PRICE. 
Mr.  HAMILTON  EARLE. 


BAND    AND   CHORUS   ONE  THOUSAND. 
Organist   -   Mr.  H.  £.  Balfour. 

CONDUCTOR     -     SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  Open  at  7  ;  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d.   Arena,  63. 
Boxes,  Ml  lis.  6d.  to  £3  3s.  Od. 
Balconv  i    Reserved      (tows  1  to  4)   ...  5s. 

^    I    Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8)    ...  4s. 
GALLERY  (PROMENADE)  ONE  SHILLING. 
Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  and  usual  Agents 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND  APPLI- 
ANCES OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
eveiy  shade.— Richard  T.  Williams,  Practical 
Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 
Kingsland,  Herefordshire.   Established  60  years. 

PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 

MOTTLED  EAST  INDIAN 

RODS,  18  FEET  LONG, 

1/6  each,  or  15/-  per  dozen. 

LARGE  STOCK  TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 

Glass  Minnow  Traps,  2/S.    With  Zinc 
Protection,  3/6.    Large  Size,  4/6. 

Reels,  Lines,  Flies,  and  Tackle  in 
gf-eat  variety,    Best    Quality,  and 
Reasonable  in  Price. 

ItEPAinS    TO    HODS  PJtOJIPTLT 

AND   CAREi  VLLY  DONE. 

PRICE  LIST  FREE. 


H.WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  St.,  LIVERPOOL 

FOR  SALE, 

A  PRETTY  FREEHOLD  COTTAGE, 

dpuble-fronted ;  tithe  free ;  containing  five 
rjonis— also  outhouse ;  walled-in  garden  (half 
an  acre),  well  stocked  with  fruit  and  veget- 
ables ;  side  entrance  ;  half  a  mile  from  Miklen- 
hall  Station,  Suffolk;  close  to  river  Lark,  where 
good  fishing  is  to  be  had  on  application.— Apply, 
Howes,  "lied  Lion"  Inn,  Freckenham,  Soham, 
Suffolk. 

STANLEY  MEAD, 

Fishing  Taclfle  Dealer  and 
;  Thiames  Angler, 

Henley  -  on  -  Thames. 

Light  E.I.  Cane  Pike  Rod,  11  ft.,  2  tops,  tongued 
winch  fitted,  hard  steel  rings,  in  bag,  7*.  6d. 
Salmon  or  Twisted  Gut  Live-bait  Trace,  Is. 
Salmon  Gut  Pike  Paternoster,  Is. 
Best  Snap  Tackle  id.    Fish  Preserved  &  Mounted. 


THE  IMPROVED  COXON  "AERIAL"  REEL 

(Patent).  The  lightest,  the  most  perfect,  and  the 
most  durable  in  the  world.  This  reel,  manufac- 
tured of  ebonite  and  aluminium,  is  a  veritable 
triumph  of  mechanical  skill,  and  is  adapted  to  all 
descriptions  of  angling.  Light  quill  fioats  may 
easily  be  thrown  40  yai'ds  with  it.  Large  barrel, 
np  warjiiug,  and  entirely  free  from  complica- 
tions. 3 in.,  20.S-.  ;  4 in.,  24s.  ;  4iin.,  27.*.  (includes 
optional  check).  With  wooden  back,  3s.  each 
less.  Mil.  R.  B.  MARSTON,  in  "  F'ishiug 
Gazette"  of  November  15,  1902,  says:  "I 
think  it  is  a  great  feather  in  Mr.  Co.xon's  cap 
that  his  '  delicate  '  Aerial  Reel  should  have  stood 
the  strain  of  a  fight  with  such  a  grand  salmon." 
(Taken  on  Vos  River,  Norway,  in  .July,  1902,  and 
weighed  58}  lbs.).— Apply  Hknry  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. — My  book, 
"How  to  Catch  Fish,"  &c.,  still  for  sale.  Is.  2d., 
postage  free.    Cash  tirith  all  orders. 


BRADSHAW'S 
THROUGH  ROUTES 


TO  THE 


Capitals  of  the  World 


AND 


Overland  Guide. 

A  HANDBOOK  OF  INDIAN,  COLONIAL, 
AND  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 


Uniform  with  Bradsliaw's  Railway  and  Continental  Guides,  but 
world-wide  in  its  scope  and  encyclopa'die  in  its  range.  Should  be 
ound  in  every  reference  library,  reading  room,  club,  commercial 
office,  and  bookseller's  shop  throughout  the  world.  Tndispen.sable 
to  travellers  abroad. 

Price  5s.  net. 


PROSPECTUSES  ON  RECEIPT  OF  TRADE  CARD. 


HENRY  BLACKLOCK  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Bradshaw's  Guides  Office,  59,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.G. 


Tenth  Edition  Now  Ready,  1902-03. 

THE  GUIDE  TO 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

For  the  use  of  Tourists,  Sportsmen, 
Invalids  and  Settlers. 

Copiously  Illustrated.      Many  Maps  and  Diagrams.      474  pages. 
Crown  8vo.,  cloth,  rounded  corners,  2s«  6d. 


LONDON  :   SAMPSON  LOW,   MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 
St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.G. 


HENRY  H.  CHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTON,  LANGS. 

Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 

Casting  Nets.       Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets. 
Purse  Nets.  Eel  Nets.  Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 

Drum  Nets.         Sparrow  Nets.  Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 


Drag  Nets. 
Trammel  Nets, 
Flue  Nets. 


The  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire. 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish.    List  on  application. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: — 
Trout,  Salmon,  Grayling,  Char,   Bass,  .Sunfish,   Pike,  Perch,   Roach,  Dace,  Tench, 
Qolden  Orfe,  Qolden  Tench,  Goldfish,  liels,  Crayfish,  Gudgson,  Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice.  Larg^e 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Qrayling  limited. 

LARGE  NUMBERS  OF  FINE  PERCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE.   ROACH  UNLIMITED. 

Addresg—      THOIVIAS  FORI>, 

PRICE  LISTS  FUES.  ESTABLISHED  1880. 


Fox*  Ba<le. 


TWO  CREENHEART  SALMON  RODS, 

10  ft..  Two  Tops.  One  by  Farlow  (quite 
new),  45,s.,  and  the  other  by  Army  and 
Navy  Stores,  SOs.,  owner  having  no  use 
for  them.    Apply  to — 

H.  H.  KNIGHT,  Kenilworth, 

Osborn  Road,  Uxbridge. 


FOR  saiLE. 


18-ff.    SALMON  HOD, 

by  C.  Farlow  ;  Grecnheart,  with  Spare 
Top,  in  good  condition.  Also 

IG-ft.    SPLIT  CANE, 

with  Steel  Centre  and  Reel.  Cheap. 
"J.  D.,"  Burntwood,  Barnsley. 


DRY  FLY  FISHING. 

TWO  RODS  to  LET  on  two  miles 
of  Stour. 

1}  HOURS  FROM  TOWN. 

"SEC,"  3,  Parade,  Canterbury. 


Tie  KiiiediiiiiUi  Gemorg 


No.  313. 


AND  AFTER. 


MARCH,  1903.       P.  ice  Us.  6d. 


I. 
II. 
III. 

IV. 

V. 
VI. 
VII. 
VIII. 
IX. 

X. 
XI, 

XII. 
XIII. 


The  Agitation  against  Eng- 
land's  Power.     By    Profcs-sor  A. 

VAMIiERY. 


Of  American 

By  John  Foster 


The  Success 

Manufactureps. 

Fraser. 

The  New  Education  Autho- 
rity for  London.   By  the  Hon.  E. 

Lvui.PH  Stanley. 

Macedonia  and  its  Revolu- 
tionary Committees.    By  G.  F. 

AliBOTT. 

The  Raven  {concluded).    By  R. 

BOSWORTH  SMITH. 

Reincarnation.    By  Naeayan 

Hakischaniira, 

The  Real  Cimabue.  By  Lang- 
ton  Djuglas. 

Agricultural    Education  in 

the  Netherlands.  By  .Tohn  C.  JIedd. 

The  Effects  ot  the  Corn  Laws 

—  a  Rejoinder.  By  Sir  Guilford  L. 
Mole.s\vurtii,  K.C.I. E. 

The  Bronte  Novels.  By  Wal- 
ter F^rewen  Lord. 

The  Crusade  against  Pro- 
fessional Criminals.  By  Sir  Robert 
Anderson,  K.C.B. 

Last  Month.   By  Sir  Wemybs 

reid. 

Social  Reform:  The  Obliga- 
tion of  the  Tory  Party.  By  tlie 
Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Gorst,  M.P. 


LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  Uoxise, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.G. 

Anglers  wislilnR  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset^ 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted"  advt».,  26  words  for  !«.,  prepaid. 
Address  :  "Observer"  Office,  Bournemouth. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOUU)  ADVERTISE  IH 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JODRNAL. 

Charget  very  moderate. 
Address  ;  King  street,  Alfretos. 


February  28,  1903 
answers  to  correspondents 

F.  N.  K.  — The  fish  in  the  little  picture  you 
send  is  not  well  drawn;  it  might  be  intended  for 
many  fish,  the  head  and  ventral  fin  and  general 
shape  are  like  the  shad. 

A"  Subscriber. — You  can  make  your  silk  roach 
line  float  on  the  surface  if  you  rub  it  well  with 
mutton  fat. 

N.  G.  L. — The  publishers  of  Mr.  Halford's  "Dry 
Fly  Series  "  are  Messrs.  Vinton  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  New 
Bridge-street,  London.  They  will  send  prospectus 
if  you  send  postcard  for  one. 


letters  to  the  Ebftot* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

We  have  received  the  following  correspondence 
re  the  petition  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  a  copy  of  which  appeared  on  p.  110  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  14)  :— 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  William  Balfour,  M.P., 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Dear  Mr.  Balfour,— In  forwarding  the  petition 
sent  herewith  from  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  I  beg.  respectfully  to  assure  you  that  the 
statements  embodied  therein  can  bo  substantiated 
in  every  particular.  There  are  no  private  rights 
involved,  and  the  only  aim  of  the  petitioners  is  to 
ensure  that  their  voluntary  efforts,  rendered  at 
great  sacrifice  of  time  and  monev  for  many  years, 
shall  not  be  adversely  affected.  The  society's 
executive  thoroughly  represents  the  views  of  many 
thousands  of  London  workmen,  mostly  themselves 
anglers,  as  well  as  anglers  who  are  resident  either 
on  the  banks  or  neighbourhood  of  the  river  for  the 
twenty-one  miles  length  of  which  the  society  has 
had  charge,  and  which  it  has  consistently  done  its 
be't  to  improve  since  1838.  The  voting  powers  of  any 
representative  of  the  society  appointed  to  the 
intended  new  Board  could  be  restricted  to  points  in 
connection  with  the  protection  and  improvement  of 
the  fishery,  which  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  finest 
free  fishery  to  be  found  in  the  United  Kingdom.  I 
feel  confident  that  if  the  Government  were  to 
appoint  any  member  or  members  to  represent  the 
interests  of  the  anglers,  it  would  confer  a  lasting 
benefit  on  the  countless  numbers  of  those  who  enjoy 
angling,  and  are  anxious  to  make  the  most  of  the 
facilities  now  obtained.  Any  further  information 
that  I  can  afford  I  shall  be  pleased  to  furnish  on 
hearing  from  you. — I  am,  yours  truly, 

H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  President. 
12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall,  Feb.,  1903. 

"  Board  of  Trade, 

"Whitehall  Gardens,  S.W. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Lawson,— I  have  received  your  letter 
transmitting  a  petition  from  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  who  desire  to  be  represented 
on  the  Conservancy  Board  for  the  Upper  River,  and 
I  shall  be  glad  to  give  it  my  careful  attention  when 
the  constitution  of  that  body  is  under  considera- 
t.on. — Yours  very  truly, 

"G.  W.  Balfour." 


THE  THAMES  AS  A  TROUT  STREAM. 

Dear  Sir,— Though  fully  appreciating  the  enter- 
prjsmg  spirit  of  the  Henley  and  District  Fisheries 
Preservation  Society  in  turning  out  at  Henley 
Bridge  seven  hundred  two-year-old  trout  and 
while  wishing  them  every  success,  I  much  fear  that 
It  will  be  .but  a  case  of  love's  labour  lost.  Even 
as  one  cannot  bleed  lions  and  lambs,  or  foxes  and 
pheasants,  in  the  same  field,  so  I  believe  it  equallv 
impossible  to  breed  trout  and  pike  in  the  same 
reach  of  water,  and  in  all  other  rivers  that  I  can 
recall  to  mind  as  I  write  such  a  thing  has  never 
been  attempted,  and  wherever  trouting  has  been 
the  feature  of  a  river  there  have  the  pike  been 
destroyed  by  every  possible  means.  A  two-year- 
old  trout  would  only  be  just  a  nice  meal  for  any 
healthy  pike  of  lOlb.  or  upwards. 

Mr.  Berrington.  in  one  of  the  Fishery  Board 
Keports,  states  that  a  pike  was  picked  up  in  the 
Hampshire  Avon  choked  by  trying  to  swallow  a 
salmon  of  lO^lb.  !  but  he  slyly  observes  "  that  he  was 
never  able  to  ascertain  the  weight  of  the  pike  " 
Let  us,  however,  suppose  that  some  of  these 
recently  turned  in  seven  hundred  survive  to  breed 
next  season,  then  what  will  be  the  fate  of  their 
progeny  in  a  reach  of  water  that  swarms  with 
beggarly  undersized  little  pike  of  from  one  to  three 
pcuQds  ?  Now  there  is  absolutely  no  reason  why 
trout  should  not  thrive  and  grow  fat  in  the  Henley 
reach,  for  there  is  quite  a  quick  moving  stream 
from  Marsh  Lock  to  below  Phyllis  Court- more 
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than  a  mile  of  pretty  water,  which  from  its  volume 
would  suffice  to  hold  quite  a  multitude  of  trout. 
Could  not  the  experiment  be  tried  of  turning  the 
reach  between  Marsh  and  Hambleden  Locks  into  a 
trout  fishery  ?— and  to  this  end,  why  should  not  a 
daily  m  season  and  out  of  season  war  be  carried  on 
against  the  pike,  regardless  of  size  and  by  every 
possible  means  ?  An  energetic  crusade  would 
almost  clear  this  reach  by  the  middle  of  next 
September,  and  then,  instead  of  seven  hundred,  if 
seven  thousand  two-year-olds  wore  turned  out 
they  would  surely  leave  their  mark  behind  them  in 
the  shape  of  an  enormous  amount  of  fry,  while 
they  themselves  would  give  good  sport  to  the  fly  in 
j'^S;  ^,P"' /"'lowing-  '-The  public  is  certainly  a 
difficu  ty,  but  as  I  believe  the  owner  of  the  several 
fishery  on  this  part  of  the  Thames  made  over  his 
rights  to  Henley  Town,  it  need  not  be  an  insur- 
mountable one.  As  to  funds,  I  have  good  reasons 
for  saying  that  the  riparian  owners,  residents, 
visitors,  and  numerous  anglers  would  contribute 
handsomely,  while  in  addition  trouting  licences 
rnight  be  issued  to  provide  protection.  I  only  moot 
this  matter  in  a  superficial  and  tentative  way  with  a 
view  of  bringing  it  before  the  committee  of  the 
Henley  and  District  Angling  Association,  for  if  any- 
one could  carry  such  a  scheme  through  they  are  the 
people  to  do  it  and  who  would  do  it  best.— Yours 

A  Two-Yeab-Old. 

"SALMON  FISHING  IN  CO.  CORK. 
^  Dear  Sir, —  I  have  read  with  much  interest 

■  Cherry  Brandy's  "  article  under  the  above  head- 
ing. Perhaps  it  might  interest  "Cherry  Brandy  " 
as  well  as  your  numerous  readers  who  are  interested 
in  the  Lee  river,  to  know  that  since  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Robert  Dunscombe  as  chairman,  and  the 
other  member,  of  the  Lee  Board  of  Conservators 
that  the  river  is  not  "doomed."  On  the  contrary. 
It  13  in  a  better  position  in  this  respect  than  ever  it 
was,  as  immediately  after  the  resignation  of  these 
gentlemen  the  Earl  of  Bandon.  a  large  riparian 
owner  both  on  the  Lee  and  Bandon  rivers,  and  one 
who  has  always  taken  the  greatest  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  river,  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacant  chairmanship,  and  Mr.  George  levers,  of 
Oak  Grove,  a  gentleman  who  subscribes  largely 
and  liberally  to  the  preservation  of  the  river 
and  an  excellent  angler,  to  fill  the  other  vacancy. 
As  a  result,  the  river  is  well  protected  from  poachers 
a  steam  launch  is  kept  working  day  and  night  on 
the  tidal  waters  to  prevent  illegal  netting,  and  at 
present  every  .fishery  on  this  famous  river,  from 
Cork  to  Macroom,  is  plentifully  stocked  with  fish 
one  old  angler  remarking  to  me  last  week,  that  he 
did  not  remember  seeing  so  many  spring  fish  for  the 
past  fifteen  years. 

"  Cherry  Brandy  "  may  rest  assured  that  the  Lee 
river  is  not  "going  to  the  dogs."  Certainly  last 
year  was  a  record  bad  one,  but  as  you,  Mr.  Editor 
will  admit,  the  same  might  be  said  of  nearly  every 
other  river  in  Ireland. — Yours  truly 

Cork,  Feb.  24.  "     Sloe  Gin. 


LIGHT  RODS  AND  LANDING  TROUT. 
Sir,— I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  answer  the 
question  put  to  me  by  your  correspondent  "Scottie" 
m  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  14  concerning  the 
time  taken  to  land  a  trout  when  using  a  6oz  rod 
My  inability  to  reply  to  this  query  arisas  from  the 
tact  that  "  Scottie's"  question,  like  the  arguments 
m  favour  of  the  use  of  light  rods,  is  unanswerable, 
itiat  this  IS  so  will  be  apparent  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  trout  are  caught  in  circumstances  so 
many  and  so  varied  that  to  dogmatise  as  to  the 
time  occupied  in  landing  them  is  absolutely  futile 
Personally,  when  I  hook  a  trout  of  a  pound  or 
upwards  I  confess  I  have  other  things  to  attend  to 
tha,n  recording  the  number  of  minutes  or  seconds 
which  pass  before  the  fish  is  placed  in  the  creel 
Ihe  main  points  to  be  considered  in  this  connection 
are— first,  to  hook  your  trout,  and,  secondly  to 
secure  it  in  the  creel  with  as  little  delay  as  possible 
Speaking,  however,  in  a  general  sense,  there  is,  so 
far  88  1  know,  no  possible  reason  why  more  time 
should  be  occupied  in  landing  a  good-sized  fish  with 
a  t)oz.  rod  than  with  one  weighing  16oz.    There  is 
1  am  aware,  still  a  prevalent  opinion  that  it  is  easier 
to  haul  a  heavy  fish  out  of  the  water  with  a  barge- 
pole than  witli  a  more  scientific  weapon,  but  as  I 
have  already  pointed  out  the  strength  of  the  whole 
chain  connecting  the  angler  with  his  capture— that 
is  to  say,  the  rod,  the  line,  the  cast,  and  the  hook- 
depends  upon  the  strength  of  each  of  its  individual 
links,  aind  most  certainly  not  upon  the  strength  of 
the  rod  only.    A  properly  made  4Joz.  to  6oz.  rod 
is  in  my  opimon  quite  as  efficient  for  landing  heavy 
fash  as  IS  a  far  more  ponderous  one,  while  from  its 
lighter  weight  its  advantages  are  obvious  in  other 
respects. 

Apropos  of  "  Scottie's  "  question  I  would  suggest 
to  the  few  makers  of  heavy  rods  who  still  prefer  to 
remain  outside  the  tabernacle  of  modernity  and 
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common-sense  in  the  matter  of  light  and  powerful 
trout  rods  that  they  might  po.ssibly  find  an 
additional  inducement  to  persuade  customers  to 
purchase  their  goods  were  they  to  devise  a  trout 
rod  having  a  stop-watch  inserted  into  some  portion 
of  Its  ample  proportion.?.  This  rod,  which  need  not 
weigh  more  than  21b.,  would  be  a  decided  novelty 
ff  .!^u,  ■  °^  P''*'***^  assistance  to  those  who  seek 
tne  bubble  reputation  of  making  time  records 

Respecting  the  long  special  article  in  the 
fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  14  concerning  "  Light 
Kods  a  good  deal  in  the  way  of  adverse  criticism 
might  legitimately  be  said,  but  with  your  permission 
1  will  only  make  one  remark.  To  lead  your  readers 
to  believe,  as  most  certainly  "  E.  S.  S."  does,  either 
that  that  3oz.  is  a  normal  standard  for  light  rods, 
or  that  Soz.  is  the  limit  beyond  which  it  is  impos.sible 
to  go  in  the  way  of  lightening  a  trout  rod,  is  most 
unfair  and  totally  opposed  to  what  is  now  proved 
to  be  the  case.  What  is  meant  by  a  light  rod  is 
one  weighing  from  ^oz.  to  6oz.,  and  rods  of  these 
weights,  thoroughly  efficient  in  every  respect  and 
equal  in  casting  and  landing  power  to  those  of  far 
heavier  build,  are  now  being  made  by  practically 
all  the  leading  manufacturers  throughout  the 
Kingdom.  I  myself  have  handled  a  great  number 
of  these  rods,  and  can  conscientiously  s  iy  that  now 
at  length  this  country  has  produced  light  rods 
which  can  hold  their  own  against  thoso  of  foreign 
make.  Personally,  of  course,  I  feel  extremely 
gratified  at  this  practical  result  of  the  discussion 
which  has  for  so  many  months  filled  so  large  a 
space  not  only  of  the  columns  of  your  journal,  but 
which  has  also  been  taken  up  by  many  other  organs 
of  the  Press  both  at  home  and  abroad.  "My  one  object 
in  starting  this  discussion  was  to  induce  our  manu- 
facturers seriously  to  take  up  the  making  of  really 
light  and  powerful  trout  rods,  or  rather  to  get  them 
to  produce  these  in  sufficient  numbers  to  enable  the 
general  public  to  procure  them  without  having  to 
go  to  the  immense  trouble  in  so  doing  that  fell  to 
my  lot  when  I  tried  to  find  some  about  a  year  ago. 
In  handling  thesa  light  rods  there  is  one  poinf  I 
woyild  specially  impress  on  all  intending  purchasers. 
This  is  to  take  to  the  retailers  when  about  to  try  a 
rod  the  actual  winch  and  line  which  will  be  used 
when  at  the  water-side.  A  winch  is  quite  as  much 
a  portion  of  a  rod  as  are  the  line  rings  or  the  top 
loop,  and  to  handle  a  rod  as  it  leaves  the  maker's 
hands  can  give  no  possible  true  conception  of  its 
weight  or  its  balance. — I  am,  truly  yours, 
Chelsea.  Viator. 


SPLENDID  SEA  FISHING  AT  BERMUDA. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
G.  Courtenay  Tracy,  there  is  magnificent  sea  fishing 
to  be  had  at  Bermuda,  but  it  takes  a  lot  of  working, 
and  the  inhabitants,  barring  a  few  professional 
fishermen,  seem  to  know  nothing  about  it.  The 
latter  are  apt  to  discourage  the  amateur,  and  can 
seldom  be  induced  to  take  him  out  in  their  boats. 
I  only  know  of  two  men  in  the  whole  island  who 

can   be   relied   on   to  show  the  visitor  sport  • 

O'Connor,  of  David's  Island,  and  Jack  Smith,  of 
Spanish  Point,  were  both  employed  by  me  as  pilot 
to  my  fishing  boat,  and  prbved  most  excellent 
fellows. 

I  was  quartered  in  Bermuda  for  two  years,  and 
devoted  the  whole  of  my  spare  time  to  fishing. 
My  game-book  shows  that  sixty-seven  different 
species  of  fish  were  captured,  the  bag  for  sixteen 
months  (I  was  on  leave  for  eight)  exceeding  10,0001b. 
The  fish  may  be  roughly  described  in  three  classes  : 

(1)  Surface  feeding  fish,  including  bonito,  amber- 
fish  (possibly  identical  with  albacore),  barracouta. 
yellow-tail,  a  huge  mackerel  averaging  91b.,  and 
king  -  fish ;   I   never  saw  or  heard  of  a  tarpon. 

(2)  Deep-water  fish,  the  most  noticeable  of  which 
are  rock-fish  (six  varieties),  grouper,  red  snapper, 
moray  (first  cousin  to  the  conger).  Rock-fish  run  to 
over  1001b.  ;  my  best  was  831b.  (3)  Shoal  fish  : 
bream,  porgie  (a  big  bream  running  up  to  201b.), 
grey  snapper,  angel-fish,  hog-fish,  hind,  trisger-fish, 
sailor's  choice,  chub,  and  grunts  (three  varieties). 
All  the  latter  can  be  caught  with  rod  and  line,  and 
the  chub  give  most  excellent  sport.  They  run  from 
21b.  to  171b.,  and  out  near  the  "  breakers  "  average 
101b.  On  one  occasion  my  boat  captured  sixty  of 
that  average. 

A  pike  rod  with  a  big  Nottingham  reel  and  two 
hundred  yards  of  undressed  line  I  found  most  suit- 
able ;  for  the  trace  either  twisted  gut  or  phosphor- 
bronze  with  Pennell's  eyed  salmon  hooks.  Good 
fun  can  be  had  in  the  harbour  with  bream  after 
dark  ;  it  is  no  unusual  thing  to  capture  thirty  to 
sixty,  averaging  fib.,  in  a  couple  of  hours  with  a 
light  paternoster  baited  with  mussel. 

Rock-fish  and  grouper  can  only  be  caught  with  a 
thick  hand-line;  their  lair  is  amongst  the  coral  reefs, 
for  which  they  bolt  immediately  on  feeling  the  hook. 
The  bait  is  usually  a  21b.  yellow-tail,  and  I  once 
caught  a  60-pounder  on  a  51b.  moray  thirty  inches 
long. 
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T  shall  be  glad  to  give  your  correspondent  any 
further  information  he  may  require  by  letter.— 
Yours  truly,  H.  J.  Bartholomew, 

Captain,  2nd  Worcester  Regt. 

The  Barracks,  Worcester. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Captain  Bartholomew, 
who  has  also  kindly  promised  to  ?end  a  little  account 
of  a  day's  fishing  on  the  reefs  at  Bermuda. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  OF  LUCERNE- 
CURIOUS  GRAYLING  DISEASE. 
IJear  Sir, — I  do  not  know  if  you  or  your  readers 
feel  any  interest  in  the  fishing  here  (Lake  of 
Lucerne),  but  send  this  on  the  chance,  as  it  is  rather 
a  dull  time  for  fishing  news.  I've  been  here  two 
years  now,  and  have  pretty  well  found  out  what  is 
to  be  got.  The  lake  is  much  over-netted  from  April 
to  Oct.  1  ;  long,  deep  nets  for  miles  down  the  middle 
which  remain  down  the  whole  time,  smaller  nets 
along  the  shores,  and  long  lines  of  a  hundred  hooks 
and  more,  also  alons  shore,  are  simply  ruining  the 
lake,  to  supply  the  big  Hotel  Switz  (for  the  whole 
place  is  simply  an  hotel  now).  The  fish  are  big  lake 
trout,  grayling,  pike,  perch,  and  all  the  coarse  fish, 
T  think,  with  one  or  two  special  ones,  the  names  of 
which  I  cannot  make  out. 

The  misfortune  is  that  the  trout,  except  finger- 
lings  now  and  then,  won't  look  at  a  fly,  and  the 
only  way  to  get  them  is  by  trailing  (or  trolling) 
with  long  line  from  boat,  or  live  bait  with  snap 
tackle.  I  prefer  trolling  with  from  fifty  to  sixty 
j'ards  of  line  out,  and  have  found  Archer  spinner,  or 
any  other  sort,  and  a  bleak  of  4in.  or  Urn.  the  best 
bait,  although  the  phantom  (Blue  and  Gold  or 
Silver)  does  very  well ;  spoon  is  good  for  pike,  and 
is  the  bait  used  by  the  locals.  When  they  use 
artificial  they  use  mother-of-pearl  spoon,  but  I 
didn't  find  it  answer  for  trout.  The  largest  trout 
I  got  last  season  was  111b.,  a  very  nice  fish,  the 
others  from  about  61b.-  to  lib.  I  had  a  considerably 
bigger  fish,  from  16Ib.  to  181b.,  in  my  landing-net, 
but,  bad  luck  to  it,  the  weight  was  too  much  for  the 
hoop  of  the  net,  and  it  bent  right  back  as  I  raised 
it;  the  extra  triangle  of  hooks  in  spir.ning  flight 
caught  in  the  net,  and  as  the  fish  fell  out  dragged 
the  hooks  out  of  his  •  mouth,  and  I  watched  him 
slowly  go  down  into  the  depths.  Luckily  no  one  was 
there  to  hear  my  forcible  language  ;  bad  luck  to  it. 
and  I  dropped  my  pipe  into  the  lake,  and  for  all 
I  know  he's  smoking  it.  This  last  season  was 
decidedly  bad,  a  great  deal  worse  than  1901,  partly 
due  to  weather  and  partly  to  nets.  Pike  are  far 
too  many  for  trout;  I've  not  seen  one  out  of  water 
over  201b.,  but  I've  seen  one  or  two  larger  in  the 
summer  basking  in  the  sun.  I've  caught  a  good 
many,  but  none  over  151b.,  a  lot  of  41b.  to  81b.— I 
never  put  one  back,  as  I'm  not  fond  of  Mr.  Pike. 
Perch,  my  largest  just  over  21b..  but  there  must  be 
many  larger  if  one  tried  for  them.  Grayling  I've 
done  nothing  with  ;  the  fishermen  here  catch  them 
for  ten  days  in  December  with  a  fire-flare  over  the 
bows  of  the  boat.  There  seemed  rather  a  curious 
disease  the  end  of  last  year  amongst  the  grayling. 
I  picked  up  a  good  many  with  the  peculiar  air-valve 
they  have  much  extended  and  blown,  the  effect 
being  they  spun  round  and  round  on  the  top  of  the 
water  till  they  died ;  I  tried  letting  the  air  escape, 
but  the  remedy  had  the  same  effect  as  the  disease. 
The  fishing  is  not  worth  anyone's  coming  to  try,  but 
if  they  are  here  will  help  to  while  away  a  few  hours. 
I  spend  hours  over  it  for  small  returns,  and  one  can 
get  much  better  on  any  Irish  or  Scotch  lake,  which 
I  hope  to  do  next  year.  This  season  I'm  going  to 
try  several  small  lakes  which  are  said  to  hold  many 
and  good  trout,  and  if  you  care  to  hear  the  result, 
will  let  you  know.  My  best  day  here,  fishing  for 
eight  hours— that  is,  from  4  to  9  a.m.  (the  most 
perfect  time),  and  from  5  to  8  p.m — four  trout 
weighing  13^1b.,  three  jack,  121b.,  and  two  perch, 
2Jlb.  This  is  a  day  to  be  marked  up  in  golden 
letters,  the  usual  thing  being  one  fish,  and  often  a 
blank.  Fee  for  fishing  varies  at  each  local  place 
from  fifteen  francs  to  five  francs  the  season  for  boat 
fishing,  bank  all  free. 

I  have  been  reading  your  discussions  re  light  rods, 
and  it  seems  to  me  the  only  result  is  you  have  to 
play  a  small  fish  longer  than  is  necessary  with  one 
of  them. 

Re  licenceo  for  salmon  rods.  I  doubt  Mr.  F.  M. 
Leslie's  decision.  The  licence  to  take  salmon  of 
course  applies  to  the  person,  and  only  one  is  pos- 
sible ;  on  certain  fisheries  it  may  be  necessary  to 
pay  for  each  rod  you  have.  I've  not  heard  of 
one  ;  and  as  facetious  Mr.  L.  catches  fish  two,  or 
even  three  at  a  time,  it's  as  well  he  pays.  Any- 
one knows  it's  precious  seldom  a  single  person  gets 
a  fish  on  each  rod  salmon  trolling  at  the  same 
time,  and  if  you  perchance  do,  the  odds  are  against 
your  landing  them,  as  they  are  nearly  certain  to 
cross,  although  I  have  done  it,  and  then  only  by 
letting  the  boatman  take  up  one  rod.  I  should  like 
to  see  Mr.  L.  landing  a  salmon  with  each  hand. 
Hurrah  for  Ireland  nest  year  and  my  old  loveS-^ 


white  trout.    I  wish  I  was  home  to  attend  the  sale 
at  Panmure  Gordon's ;  he  had  some  very  perfect 
rods,  etc. — Yours  faithfully, 
Lake  Lucerne.  Blue  and  Silver. 

[Much  obliged  to  my  correspondent.  I  never 
heard  of  the  peculiar  spinning  disease  of  the 
grayling  ;  perhaps  it  is  caused  by  seeing  so  many 
spinning  baits  going  in  every  direction.  Swiss 
angling  does  not  appear  to  be  very  good  anywhere, 
as  far  as  I  can  learn. — Ed.] 


CAST  DAMPER. 
Dear  Sir, — Before  starting  I  always  soak  the 
flannel  of  my  cast  damper  and  lay  on  in  turn  two 
or  three  casts  such  as  may  be  needed,  with  varied 
flies.  When  at  the  water  side,  and  during  the  day, 
any  cast  may  be  taken  out  ready  for  use  well  soaked. 
This  article  is  home  made,  and  besides  costing  on'y 
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about  fourpence,  takes  almost  no  space  in  any 
pocket.  Once  disabuse  your  mind  of  the  impression 
that  casts  must  always  lie  in  circular  form  and  the 
advantages  of  this  roll  are  apparent.  It  can  also 
be  made  to  hold  many  flies,  as  a  fly-book. — Yours 

truly,    C.  D.  F. 

"THE  RUNAWAY  KNOCK." 
Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  return  an  appreciated 
compliment  by  observing  that  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  is 
nothing  if  he  be  not  characterised  by  that  courtesy 
which  makes  both  correspondence  and  controversy 
with  him  a  pleasure.  Notwithstanding,  I  must  re- 
sist the  temptation  to  be  allured  into  a  zodiacal 
argument  with  him,  or  one  of  us  (myself,  to  wit) 
will  speedily  be  dropping  into  "  metaphysics,"  which 
the  Scottish  gardener  defined  as  "when  the  party 
addressed  does  na  ken  what  the  party  addressing 
means,  and  when  the  party  addressing  does  na  ken 
what  he  means  hisself."  I  must,  however,  in  my 
pursuit  of  the  remedy  for  the  runaway  knock,  cor- 
rect a  misstatement  and  a  misconstruction  that 
Mr.  Tod  has  innocently  made.  He  credits,  or  de- 
bits, me  with  the  statement  that  I  have  found  his 
deadly  doubles  anything  but  a  success  in  spring. 
If  Mr.  Tod  refers  to  my  article  he  will  find  that  "  I 
didn't  never  say  no  sech  thing."  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  my  trials  with  the  doubles  were  conducted  in 
dead  low  water  in  summer.  Their  minuteness, 
without  going  to  the  length  of  a  trial,  seemed  to  me 
against  their  being  any  particular  success  in  spring 
fishing.  Now,  when  I  mentioned  "spring  "  fishing, 
I  wrote  as  an  angler;  Mr.  Tod  took  it  I  wrote  asan 
almanac  ;  and  Mr.  Tod  knows — none  better — 
that  the  cream  of  spring  fly-fishing  on  a  typical 
north  country  river  is  between  the  opening  of 
the  season  and  the  early  days  of  May  when  the 
trout  adopt  a  slight  change  of  diet  by  hunting 
round  for  Stone  Fly  creepers.  The  question  as  to 
the  commencement  of  summer  is  not  quite  so  easy 
to  settle  as  Mr.  Tod  apparently  thinks.  Mr.  Tod 
says  that  summer  commences  on  June  22,  yet  I 
always  understood  that  June  21  is  midsummer,  from 
which  naturally  arises  the  fascinating  little  problem  : 
If  the  middle  comes  before  the  beginning,  where 
shall  we  find  the  end  ?  There  is  evidently  some- 
thing wrong  with  the  summer  somewhere.  There 
usually  is  something  wrong  with  it — ^whert  we  go  on 
a  summer  fishing  trip, 


Let  us  take  tha  authority  of  the  best  of  all  popular 
reference  works  on  general  subjects,  "Chambers' 
Encyclopsedia."  "Conventionally  (as  in  almanacs) 
it  is  assumed  that  each  season  commences  at  the 

equinox  or  solstice — for  example  summer  at 

the  summer  solstice  on  June  21,  although  this  is 
popularly  spoken  of  as  '  Midsummer  Day  ' ;  and  the 
'  summer  months '  in  common  English  parlance 
include  May,  June,  and  July."  In  this  li^ht  Mr. 
Tod's  extracts  from  his  diaries,  dealing  with  fishing 
in  the  second  week  of  May  when  the  river  was  very 
low.  seem  simply  to  support  my  suggestion  that  the 
double-midges  are  summer  flies  for  small  clear 
waters,  and  they  throw  no  light  on  the  question  of 
what  to  do  with  the  runaway  knocks  of  what  I 
ought,  perhaps,  to  have  called  early  spring  fishing 
in  a  typical  spring  water.  And  these  runaway 
knocks  do  too  often  occur  in  typical  spring 
waters  and  in  early  spring  fishing  with  what 
the  poet  called  "damn'd  reiteration" — not  to 
mention  irritation.  Either  two  or  three  years  ago  I 
was  fishing  Wharfe  on  the  opening  day,  March  16, 
and  while  the  keeper  stood  on  the  opposite  bank 
watching  me  I  was  treated  to  five  of  these  plaguy 
runaway  knocks  in  rapid  succession,  when  the 
keeper  gave  me  a  sympathetic  smile  and  observed, 
"  I  see.  sir,  they  haven't  forgotten  any  of  their  old 
tricks." 

I  have  to  thank  Mr.  Ramsbottom  for  the  sample 
of  fiy  tackle  tried  by  one  of  his  customers  for  the 
purpose  of  circumventing  the  short-coming  trout. 
This  tackle  consists  of  a  Red  Palmer  tied  on  gut, 
the  gut  projecting  through  the  dressing  of  the  fly 
and  terminating  in  a  tiny  bare  hook  half  an  inch 
below  the  bend  of  the  fly  hook.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  hear  something  of  the  experiences  of 
Mr.  Ramsbottom's  customer  with  the  device. — 
Yours  very  sincerely,  W.  Carter  Platts. 

MORE  PATCHES. 
Sir, — The  next  thing  I  have  to  patch  is  the 
"Shooting  of  Rare  Birds."  Whenever  you  see  a 
rare  bird  shoot  it.  That  is  the  sound  working  rule. 
It  secures  you  the  bird  anyway,  and  an  exotic  that 
can  only  be  preserved  by  abstaining  from  shooting 
it  is  doomed  in  any  case.  So  shoot  away ;  there  is  no 
exception  to  this  rule,  not  even  in  the  case  of  angels. 

Then  there  is  the  case  of  cruelty  to  fish.  At  least 
it  means  that.  "  Do  Fishes  feel  Pain  ?  "  Of  course 
they  do,  but  that  means  nothing  ;  what  we  want  to 
get  at  is,  docs  fishing  add  to  the  sum  total  of  inevit- 
able fish  suffering?  and  this  question  I  venture  to 
answer  in  the  negative,  but  deeper  into  it  than  that 
I  do  not  wish  ta  go. 

I  have  also  a  word  to  say  about  heavy  rods,  and 
it  is  a  weighty  word,  and  to  be  uttered  with  gravity. 
We  are  a  Puritanic  people,  do  and  say  what  we  will ; 
we  do  many  things,  quite  harmless  in  themselves, 
of  which  we  are  ashamed,  and  furtively  try  to  con- 
ceal. We  take  our  pleasures  sadly,  as  it  is  said,  or 
rather  we  make  believe  that  it  is  not  pleasures  at 
all  we  are  taking.  We  fish,  but  being  in  our  inmost 
heart  of  hearts  ashamed  of  such  trifling,  we  use  a 
heavy  rod  to  make  the  pastime  look  like  work.  We 
love  to  make  our  arms  ache  and  feel  the  sweat 
trickling  down  our  brow,  and  speak  and  think  of  our 
labour  as  work.  There  is  thus  a  great  moral  prin- 
ciple involved  in  the  heavy  rod,  and  the  substan- 
tial mass  of  wood  will  hold  its  own  in  many  quarters 
for  some  years  yet. 

But  the  above  applies  exclusively  to  the  wood 
rod  ;  the  split-cane  man  has  forfeited  his  claim  to 
any  moral  balance,  ipso  facto,  so  he  can  fish  with  a 
2oz.  wand  if  he  will.  The  man  who  is  capable  of 
paying  £5  for  a  wee  bit  rod  has  irrevocably  broken 
with  all  the  best  moral  traditions  of  our  British  past, 
and  may  now  go  to  any  lengths  without  causing 
scandal.  He  is  entirely  out  of  court.  But  the 
greenheart  man  will  probably  regard  even  an  ounce 
a  foot  as  compromising,  and  any  single-handed  rod 
under  a  good  solid  pound  avoirdupois  at  least  as 
dangerously  near  frivolity. 

I  was  in  Messrs.  Enright's  well-known  establish- 
fnent  at  Castleconnell  one  day  recently,  and  was 
much  struck  by  the  lightness,  or  perhaps  I  should 
say  fineness  of  their  single-handed  rod  work.  The 
butt  of  their  10ft.  to  12ft.  greenheart  rods  where  it 
emerged  from  the  neat  cork  grip  seemed  little  more 
in  girth  than  an  ordinary  lead  pencil.  They  have, 
doubtless,  sufficient  backbone  though  for  all  that ; 
but  still  it  struck  me  that  in  their  case  the  irreducible 
minimum  was  reached. 

"  The  dry-fly  angler,"  I  read,  "has  now  positively 
no  excuse  for  an  untidy  fly-book."  Has  the  dry-fly 
angler  any  excuse  for  a  fly-book  at  all  ? 

I  run  the  gut  end  through  the  eye  of  the  fly,  then 
through  again,  and  so  tie  firmly  with  a  slip-knot 
round  upper  end  of  gut  link.  When  drawing  taut 
I  sometimes  find  the  gut  will  not  run  easily  or  even 
at  all  through  the  ej'e,  and  then  I  find  a  touch  of  fat 
moat  effective.  I  never  found  it  to  fail,  nor  does 
the  gut  "peel."— Yours  truly,  Mona. 
(Several  letters  are  unavo'(iah(y  held  over.) 
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The  Fishino  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Uealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FiSHINQ  GAZETTE,  St 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  Side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

„.  ""J  Ireland   10«.  6d. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto    5«  id 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8d 

1  o  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements.' 

One  Page  £7    7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column  a  cols  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  '-Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


but  cards  of  the  meets  -will  be  sent  to  every  sub- 
scriber. The  minimum  subscription  has  been  fixed 
at  a  guinea,  and  non-subecribers  will  be  capped. 
Subscriptions  should  be  made  payable  to  the 
"Crowhurst  Otter  Hounds,",  and  sent  to  the 
London  and  County  Bank,  Hastings  Branch. 
Further  particulars  can  be  had  of  the  Hon.  Sec. 
and  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  E.  F.  Cheesman,  23,  Have- 
lock-road,  Hastings. 

Probably  most  people -would  imagine  that  the  last 
place  in  the  world  to  start  a  pack  of  otter  hounds 
would  be  between  Brighton  and  London,  but 
reports  I  published  last  year  show  that  otters  have 
been  killed  within  an  easy  bicycle  ride  of  St.  Paul's 
on  the  Darenth,  and  although  I  should  regret  to 
hear  of  their  extermination,  I  am  sure  they  are 
becoming  too  numerous  on  many  streams.  They 
work  a  stretch  of  river  until  they  have  destroyed 
most  of  the  fish,  and  then  seek  fresh  feedmg 
grounds,  perhaps  twenty  miles  away.  I  think 
some  of  the  gentlemen  who  live  in  the  Darenth 
valley  will  be  glad  to  support  the  new  pack. 

The  Coquet. 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Wm.  Hardy,  of  Aln- 
wick, has  been  appointed  one  of  the  conservators 
of  the  Coquet  Salmon  Fishery  District.: 

The  Improved  Aluminium  Aerial  Reel. 
Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  makers  of  the  above, 
which  I  noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  14, 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR; 


Comfortable  Trout  Fishing  Quarters  in 
North  Wales. 

Although  I  have  not  yet  been  there  myself  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Giyn  Valley  Hotel, 
which  is  situated  in  a  most  healthy  and  romantic 
district,  and,  I  am  told,  is  very  comfortable, 
reasonable  in  its  charges,  and  oifers  its  visitors  the 
great  attraction  of  trout  fishing.  The  hotel  belongs 
to  a  company,  and  has  a  lease  of  and  preserves 
over  three  miles  of  the  charming  river  Ceiriog. 
Some  few  years  ago  the  company  bought  up  the 
poachers'  nets,  and  as  it  now  employs  most  of  them 
(the  poachers)  there  is,  I  am  told,  very  little 
poaching.  The  fish  in  all  these  mountain  streams 
run  small;  in  the  Ceiriog,  I  understand,  a  fair 
average  basket  for  a  man  who  can  fish  is  from  ten 
to  twelve  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  from  Jib.  to 
iio.,  with  occasionally  heavier  fish.  March,  April, 
and  May  are  the  best  months,  and  in  a  wet  season 
of  course  sport  is  prolonged  into  the  summer. 
Personally,  I  have  every  confidence  in  the  informa- 
tion given  to  me,  and  can  advise  trout  anglers  to 
write  to  the  Secretary.  Glyn  Hotel  Company.  Glyn 
Ruabon,  North  Wales,  for  the  tariff 


A  Pack  of  Otter  Hounds  for  Sussex. 
The  Crowhurst  Otter  Hounds  have  been  started 
to  hunt  waters  m  Sussex  and  parts  of  Kent.  Eight 
and  a  half  couples  of  entered  otter  hounds  have 
been  bought  from  the  well-known  Culmstock  pack, 
and  most  generously  lent  to  the  Crowhurst  Otter 
Mounds  Committee  by  a  lady  who  is  also  building 
the  kennels,  which  will  be  in  the  village  of  Crow 
hurst,  as  being  most  conveniently  situated  for 
tramin^  the  hounds  both  on  the  South-Eastern  and 
on  the  Brighton  Railways.  The  committee  have 
received  sufficient  financial  support  to  justify  a 
start  being  made,  but  as  the  expenses  will'  be 
considerable  they  hope  that  all  who  take  an 
interest  in  sport  will  help  thsai  and  joi.n  the  list  of 
subscribers.  A  gentleman  who  has  bjcn  a  Master 
ot  Otter  Hounds  for  many  years  is  coming  to  hunt 
the  pack.  The  meets,  with  the  idea  of  keeping  the 
fields  as  small  as  possible,  will  not  be  advertised. 


sent  me  an  old  illustration  by  mistake.  They  now 
send  the  accompanying  block,  showing  the  deep 
flange  and  improved  line-guard. 

AxwAYR  A  Comfort  to  Know  just  how  far  One 
IS  Casting. 

Mr.  Henry  P.  Wells,  to  whom  all  fly  fishers  are 
so  much  indebted  for  that  admirable  book  "  Fly 
Rods  and  Fly  Tackle,"  has  an  excellent  suggestion 
on  page  438  of  the  new  and  revised  edition  of  that 
work,  where  he  says  : — ■ 

"  I  might  mention  one  other  point  which,  though 
at  times  of  practical  value,  has  pleasure  for  its  main 
object.  It  is  always  a  comfort  to  know  just  how 
far  one  is  casting  ;  while  sometimes,  when  a  change 
of  fly  has  been  made,  and  it  is  desired  to  again  reach 
a  definite  spot  without  moving,  it  is  a  positive  ad- 
vantage to  know  when  the  same  length  of  line  is 
out.  This  may  be  readily  accomplished  by  marking 
the  line,  07ie  mark  at  thirty,  two  at  forty,  three  at 
fifty,  and  a  longer  mark  at  sixty  feet  from  the  end 
of  the  line,  which  will  usually  be  quite  sufficient  for 
actual  fishing.  A  little  white  paint,  to  be  varnished 
when  thoroughly  dry,  will  answer  the  purpose." 

We  in  this  country  almost  always  speak  and  write 
of  so  many  yards  in  casting,  instead  of  feet— and  it 
IS  certainly  easier  to  get  an  idea  of  the  distance  if 
said  to  be,  say,  "  twenty  yards  "  than  when  "(sixty 
feet"  is  stated.  The  national  22  yards  for  the 
distance  between  the  -sdckets  on  the  cricket  pitch 
is  a  familiar  illustration.  It  would  be  more  con- 
venient to  mark  the  line,  say,  at  10,  15,  20,  and  25 
yards  for  the  trout  line,  and  20,  25,  30,  35,  and  40 
yards  for  the  salmon  line ;  the  angler  is  not  hkely 
to  forget  that  he  has  the  usual  two  or  three  yards 
of  gut  to  add  to  his  reckoning.  I  think  Mr.  Wells's 
suggestion,  if  generally  adopted,  would  have  a  very 
sobering  effect  when  we  think  we  are  doing  records 
every  time  in  casting  a  fly  or  a  spinning  bait. 

Perhaps  some  enterprising  manufacturer  will  mark 
lines  ia  the  way  suggested. 

Casting  a  Fatted  Line  in  Damp  Weather. 
Some  years  before  I  gave  up  using  lieavy  dressed 
and  fatted  lines  which  required  stiff,  heavy  rods  in 


dry  fly  fishing.  I  often  had  an  idea  that  it  was  much 
more  difficult  to  get  the  hne  well  extended  on  a  wet 
or  damp  day  than  on  a  dry  one,  and  I  put  it  down 
to  the  deer's  fat  or  other  fat  on  the  line.  It  is  satis- 
factory to  be  able  to  find  a  cause  for  one's  short- 
comings, but  is  there  anything  in  it  ?  Not  much 
perhaps,  but  a  miss  is  as  good  as  a  mile,  and  if  you 
cannot  quite  reach  a  rising  trout  on  a  wet  day  in  a 
spot  you  can  easily  cover  on  a  dry  day— well,  he 
stops  in  it.  It  seems  to  me  only  natural  that  as 
the  greased  line  resists  the  action  of  the  water  in 
the  river  and  won't  sink,  Iso  the  rain  and  moisture 
in  the  air  resist  the  passage  of  the  greased  line  ;  a 
merely  wet  ungreased  Hne  slips  through  with  much 
less  trouble,  at  least  in  ray  theory,  for  I  never 
actually  tried  the  experiment.  Of  course,  in  a 
hea-vy,  damp-laden,  depressing  atmosphere  no  rod 
and  line  will  do  so  much  with  the  same  force  ap- 
phed  in  the  cast  as  on  a  bright  dry  day.  There  is 
a  cast  on  the  Itchcn  at  the  end  of  the  first  meadow, 
called  the  Priest's  Field,  on  the  left  bank  below 
Highbridge,  going  down  stream.  I  have  had  many 
a  trout  and  grayling  from  close  under  the  opposile 
bank,  and  I  know  that  it  was  much  easier  to  do  in  a 
dry,  elastic  air  than  in  a  wet,  depressing  one.  At  a 
rough  guess  I  should  say  the  wet  day  with  a  low 
barometer  makes  a  difference — other  things  being 
equal — of  three  feet  in  twenty  yards  -with  a  well 
greased  line,  less  with  an  ungreased  one. 
Effect  of  Damp  Weather  on  Casting  Power 
OF  Rods. 

There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  adverse  effect 
of  dull,  damp,  depressing  weather  on  the  angler. 
He  feels  more  or  less  limp.  It  might  seem  absurd 
to  suppose  that  fi.shing  rods  should  share  in  this 
"  floppy  "  sort  of  feeling,  but  I  am  quite  sure  they 
do — more  or  less  according  to  their  nature.  I  found 
this  out  when  quite  a  youngster,  and  when  a  foot  or 
two  of  jungle  cane  formed  the  fine  end  of  most  fly 
rod  tops.  In  dry  weather  the  tops  were  stiff  and 
steely,  in  wet  or  damp  weather  they  were  so  limp  as 
to  require  bending  back  into  shape  after  playing  a 
fish  or  even  casting  an  extra  long  line,  and  all  other 
woods  are  affected  to  some  extent,  more  or  less 
according  to  their  material.  In  archery  as  in  fishing 
one  finds  the  pull  of  the  bow  appreciably  less  on  a 
damp  than  on  a  dry  day,  and  the  effect  ofVet  on  the 
bow  string  helped  us  to  win  one  of  our  most  famous 
victories.  By  the  way,  I  wonder  what  -victory  that 
was  ?  An  honorary  niember  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
E.  W.  M.,  says  it  was  Flodden  Field,  because  the 
English  kept  their  fishing  rods— I  mean  bows— in 
their  mackintosh  cases,  and  the  Scotch  archers  had 
not  got  any.  This  arrow  did  not  seem  quite  to  fit 
the  knock,  so  I  asked  sweet  seventeen,  and  was 
informed  that  in  1346  just  before  the  Battle  of 
Crecy  began  a  shower  of  rain  wetted  the  strings  of 
the  Genoese  cross-bowmen  in  the  French  army,  and 
made  them  unserviceable,  but  the  EngUsh  kept  their 
bows  dry  in  their  cases  until  the  rise  came  on.  One 
doesn't  always  pay  school  bills  for  nothing.  The 
moral  is  that  anglers  as  well  as  archers  should  keep 
their  powder  dry.  After  this  I  feel  inchned  to 
increase  the  percentage  of  casting  power  of  rods, 
lines,  and  anglers  in  dry  as  compared  with  wet 
weather. 

Why  the  Americans  Beat  Us  at  Castino. 
Of  course,  that  accounts  for  it !  In  the  dry 
atmosphere  of  the  United  States  anglers  would 
naturally  be  able  to  cast  yards  more  than  in  the 
damper  atmosphere  of  this  sea-girt  isle.  Now  I  can 
understand  how  the  American  champion  fly  caster, 
Mr.  Mansfield  (who  is  an  EngUshman  bom,  by  the 
way),  can  cast  over  40  yards  with  a  5-ounce  rod. 
With  a  Hardy  rod  he  would  probably  cast  50  yards, 

R.  B.  Marston. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TEOUT  ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Grimble, 
Author  of  '-'  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,'!  etc; 

(Continued  fr^m  page  160.) 
CHAPTER  m.~continued. 
The  best  of  the  standard  flies  are  Jock  Scott,  the 
Black  Doctor,  and  all  the  silver-bodied  ones.  The 
local  patterns  are  peculiar  to  the  district,  most  of 
them  having  wings  of  red,  brown,  or  grey  turkey, 
with  bodies  of  orange,  red,  yellow  or  black  pig'a 
wool  and  long  red  or  black  hackles.  The  local  sea- 
trout  flies  have  wings  of  brown  or  grey  turkey. 
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corncrake,  missel  thrush,  woodcock,  and  partridge, 
with  bodies  of  seal's  fur,  in  fact  much  the  same  as 
the  local  salmon  flies.  Many  of  these  flies  are  tied 
on  Kirby  bend  hooks,  and  when  the  river  is  big 
18  may  be  used,  which  corresponds  with  the  6/0 
of  the  Limerick  hook,  but  the  average  size  is 
an  inch  iron.  John  Jackson,  Queensberry-square, 
Dumfries,  ties  all  these  patterns  right  well. 

Here  are  the  dressings  of  the  three  local  celebrities, 
and  those  anglers  who  tie  their  own  flies  will  see  at 
a  glance  how  easily  they  lend  themselves  to  an 
infinity  of  variations:  — 

1.  tag :  Silver  twist.  Tail :  Topping  and  Indian 
crow.  Body :  Two  turns  of  yellow  seal's  fur,  one 
turn  of  red,  remainder  brightish  claret;  silver 
tinsel.  Hackle :  Dark  claret,  Indian  crow  at 
shoulder.  Wing:  Red  turkey  with  whitish  tips, 
fibres  of  teal  wing  and  golden  pheasant,  rump 
feather,  topping  over  all. 

2.  Tag  and  tail  as  above.  Body :  Two  turns 
yellow  seal,  one  of  scarlet,  rest  amethyst ;  silver 
tinsel.  Hackle  :  Grey  cock's  commencing  half  way 
up  body,  gallina  at  shoulder.  Wings  :  Brown  and 
white  mottled  turkey,  a  few  fibres  of  teal  wing. 

3.  Tag  and  tail  as  above.  Body :  Two  turns  of 
yeUow  seal,  one  of  red,  and  rest  very  dark  claret ; 
silver  tinsel.  Hackle  :  Coch-y-Bondhu  from  half 
way,  two  turns  of  blue  hackle  at  shoulder.  Wings  : 
Two  strips  of  red  turkey  with  whitish  tips,  and  a 
few  fibres  of  teal  wing. 

As  to  spring  angling  it  does  not  exist.  The  local 
and  other  newspapers  that  report  the  capture  of 
clean  fish  in  some  numbers  in  March,  April,  and 
May  are  quite  in  error.  Those  who  make  these 
reports  may  credit  tbem  because  they  know  no 
better,  and  also  they  bring  angling  visitors  to  the 
district,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  these  so-called 
clean  fish  are  nothing  more  or  less  than  well-mended 
kelts,  which  although  thin  and  lanky  have  put  on 
a  silvery  appearance.  Mr.  J.  Bell  Irvine,  a  sharp 
observer  and  a  very  keen  angler  who  takes  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  river,  and  who  has  spared 
no  efforts  to  improve  the  rod  fishing,  tells  me  that 
during  the  twelve  years  that  he  has  had  the  Mount 
Annan  water  he  has  never  seen  a  spring  salmon 
in  the  river.  In  times  of  flood  the  Annan  runs 
remarkably  black,  and  takes  from  twelve  to  twenty- 
four  hours  to  come  into  fishing  order,  when  though 
it  remains  black  it  is  yet  clear,  in  which  state  it  is 
at  its  very  best  for  the  three  or  four  following  days, 
and  how  entirely  sport  depends  on  the  rainfall  is 
well  illustrated  by  the  rod  takes  of  1890  and  1891. 
In  the  first  mentioned  year  only  about  eighty  fish 
were  caught  in  the  whole  river.  In  the  last  men- 
tioned year  the  autumn  was  extraordinarily  wet,  and 
the  captures  rose  to  six  hundred  fish,  nearly  all 
got  after  the  nets  came  off,  and  headed  by  one  of 
441b. 

On  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  Tom  Reid,  one 
of  Mr.  Brook's  keepers,  had  a  fish  of  45|lb.  in  1892, 
and  another  keeper,  one  Jock  Dalzell,  in  the  time 
of  the  late  Mr.  Sharp,  brought  off  even  a  rarer 
event,  for  one  day  when  ferreting  the  banks  of  a 
pool  he  bagged  a  rabbit  and  a  salmon  at  one  shot, 
the  fish  leaping  from  the  water  as  he  pulled  trigger 
on  the  bunny,  and  being  exactly  in  the  line  of  fire 
both  were  killed. 

The  whole  of  the  Solway  Firth  is  severely  netted 
and  poached,  and  matters  are  made  worse  by  the 
north  shore  being  Scotch  and  the  southern  one 
English.  The  fishery  laws  and  the  close  times  differ, 
while  a  summons  issued  against  a  poacher  in 
England  is  not  serviceable  in  Scotland  and  vice 
versa.  Moffat,  Lockerbie,  Ecclefechan,  and  Annan 
offer  hotel,  inn,  or  apartment  accommodation,  while 
some  of  the  farmers  on  the  banks  of  the  river  make 
anglers  very  comfortable. 

The  Nith,  though  it  ranks  in  point  of  size  as  one 
of  the  largest  of  the  second-class  salmon  rivers  of 
Scotland,  also  enjoys  the  unique  distinction  of 
being  the  very  worst  treated  one,  for  in  addition 
to  being  damaged  rather  more  severely  than  is  the 
Annan  by  the  Solway  nets  and  poachers,  the  poor 
Nith  is  the  receptacle  for  the  sewage  of  the  town 
of  Dumfries,  together  with  the  horrible  pollutions 
of  the  numerous  factories  and  mills  both  in  the 
town  itself  and  on  the  river  and  tributaries  above, 
while  during  the  close  season  the  salmon  which 
ascend  the  Dumfries  Cauld — below  which  they  are 
nearly  all  netted  in  the  open  season — are  cut  oft"  by 
impassable  obstructions  from  the  spawning  grounds 
of  most  of  the  tributaries. 

A  graphic  account  of  this  pollution  was  given  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Nith  District  Board  in  1891  by  a 
Dumfries  tacksman: — UWhen  the  river  is  low 


scarcely  a  fish  will  run  up,  and  I  have  seen  them 
at  the  ford  at  the  New  Quay  making  back  to  the 
sea  on  Monday  mornings  after  meeting  the  refuse 
from  the  mills.  The  dyes  are  plainly  seen  in  the 
water  ;  they  are  seen  of  various  colours  at  different 
times — black,  drab,  violet ;  and  at  Castle  Dykes  I 
have  seen  several  colours  at  one  time.  During  a 
six  weeks'  drought  I  have  seen  the  water  black 
from  bank  to  bank,  so  black  that  a  piece  of  white 
paper  could  not  be  seen  a  foot  deep,  and  what 
with  the  sewage  and  the  mill  effluents  the  smell  is 
so  bad  that  I  could  compare  the  river  to  nothing 
but  a  stinking  canal." 

The  Duke  of  Buccleuch  is  the  largest  proprietor, 
and  owns  fully  twenty  miles  of  both  banks,  and 
all  the  best  angling  is  on  His  Grace's  property, 
which  commences  at  Nith  Bridge,  close  to  Thornhill, 
and  extends  upwards  to  the  county  march  with 
Ayrshire.  The  cream  of  it  lies  between  Nith 
Bridge  and  Sanquhar,  about  a  dozen  miles  of  fine 
streams  interspersed  with  ideal  pools.  From  the 
bridge  to  Enterkin  Fort  the  Duke  keeps  in  his  own 
hands,  while  letting  the  whole  of  his  anghng  above 
to  the  Upper  Nith  Angling  Association,  whose 
headquarters  are  at  Sanquhar,  where  tickets  are 
issued  to  visitors  at  very  small  sums.  Also  below 
Nith  Bridge  the  Duke  lets  to  the  Mid  Nith  Associa- 
tion, which  goes  down  to  the  Closeburn  March  and 
the  tributaries  of  the  Scaur,  Cample,  and  Shinnel. 
Wading  trousers  are  wanted,  and  a  16ft.  rod  will 
cover  the  water,  while  the  Annan  flies  will  kill 
here.  Quite  at  the  end  of  the  season  there  is 
sometimes  good  sea-trout  and  finnock  fishing  in  the 
lower  reaches.  There  is  practically  no  salmon 
angling  until  the  nets  come  off  on  Sept.  10,  and 
their  removal  is  followed  by  a  real  heavy  flood. 
Though  it  is  declared  open  on  Feb.  25,  it  is  one  of  the 
latest  of  the  Scotch  rivers,  as  fish  seldom  show  in 
any  quantity  until  the  end  of  May,  and  on  one 
occasion,  when  netted  on  Dec.  8,  1883,  to  obtain  a 
supply  of  ova  for  Mr.  Armistead's  hatchery,  there 
were  many  fish  put  back  that  were  quite  clean  and 
perfectly  fresh-run.  The  rods  continue  till  Nov.  14 
— oddly  enough  one  day  earUer  than  the  neighbour- 
ing Annan  closes,  goodness  knows  why  !  The  river 
always  yields  some  heavy  fish  each  year  of  from 
401b.  to  45lb.,  and  moreover  has  the  reputation  of 
having  given  up  the  heaviest  Scotch  fish  ever  taken 
by  the  rod.  This  was  in  1872,  on  the  Barjarg 
water,  when  an  old  poacher,  one  Jock  Wallace, 
hooked  the  fish  in  the  Clay  Pool  about  8  a.m.  and 
played  it  down  to  the  Barjarg  Boat  -Pool,  where 
some  workmen  gaffed  it  for  him  at  6  p.m.,  when 
only  two  Jiairs  of  Wallace's  casting  line  remained. 
It  was  at  once  taken  to  Barjarg  Tower,  where  it 
was  weighed  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hunter  Arundell, 
the  proprietor,  and  he  with  others  who  were 
present  signed  a  certificate  of  the  weight,  a  copy  of 
which  is  still  in  the  family,  testifying  that  this  fish 
was  67lb.  !  Lucky  Jock  Wallace,  with  his  twisted 
horse-hair  line  and  probably  a  home-made  rod ! 

From  the  foregoing  short  account  of  the  Nith 
the  wandering  angler  will  probably  agree  with  me 
that  it  is  not  a  river  to  choose  before  all  others, 
although  anyone  finding  himself  on  its  banks 
during  the  last  month  of  the  season  should 
certainly  get  a  fish  or  two  by  hard  work.  The 
Nith  brown  trout  are  plentiful,  but  somewhat 
small,  for  though  an  occasional  pounder  may  be 
got  the  usual  contents  of  a  creel  are  made  up  of 
little  fellows  of  four  or  five  ounces. 

(To  be  continued.) 

MY  HOLIDAYS  IN  THE  KOCKIES 
—FISHING  AND  OTHER 
EXPERIENCES. 
A  REMINISCENCE   OF  1885i 
By  The  Amateur  Angler.: 

(Concluded  from  page  151.) 
The  next  morning  we  started  back  again  by 
another  route — on  the  other  side  of  the  Fire  Hole 
River — and  when  we  came  opposite  to  "  Hell's 
Half  Acre  "  we  saw  great  streams  of  boiling  sulphur 
water  pouring  down  the  rocks,  from  the  cauldron 
I  have  already  mentioned,  into  the  river,  where,  I 
was  told,  the  boiUng  water  runs  alongside  the  cold 
for  a  long  distance  before  mixing  with  it.  The  fish 
to  be  found  in  this  and  other  lakes  and  rivers  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  geyser  are  quite  uneat- 
able, being  wormy  and  sulphurous  in  flavour. 
When  I  was  there  in  1885  the  roads  for  the  most 


part  were  terribly  rough  and  unformed,  but  work 
had  already  begun,  and  sixteen  miles  of  splendid 
roads  had  already  been  completed  in  the  route  we 
travelled  over. 

There  is  some  capital  trout  fishing  to  be  had  in 
the  Yellowstone  River,  just  outside  the  Park,  and 
we  had  made  arrangements  to  spend  the  day  there 
and  to  sleep  at  "  Yankee  Jim's,"  who  kept  a  small 
inn  by  the  river  side — "Jim"  must  be  a  tough  old 
chap  if  he  is  living  now.  He  was  a  well-known 
character  throughout  the  country,  and,  as  before 
stated,  the  valley  in  which  he  lived  is  still  known 
as  "Yankee  Jim's  Caiion."  We  could  not  spare 
the  time  to  cultivate  his  acquaintance,  so  we  had 
to  give  up  our  day's  fishing  in  the  Yellowstone, 
He  must  have  been  a  remarkable  character. 

A  Ten  Pound  Trout. 

I  have,  however,  ever  since  regretted  that  we  did 
not  spend  a  day  with  Jim  on  that  lovely  river. 
The  scenery  there  is  superb  and  the  fishing  good. 
I  gather  from  a  recent  number  of  the  A7nerican 
Field  that  a  Loch  Leven  trout  weighing  101b.  4oz. 
was  caught  in  the  Yellowstone  last  fall  near  here. 

"  This  goodly  fish  was  taken  on  Sept.  30,  1902, 
by  a  fortunate  angler  named  Bert  Armstrong.  The 
weight  was  101b.  4oz.  and  the  length  was  over 
thirty  inches.  Eugene  F.  Confarr,  of  Livingston, 
writea  that  the  fish  was  one  of  the  largest  trout  he 
had  known  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Yellowstone 
River ;  that  it  was  a  fish  which  looked  as  if  it 
would  weigh  at  least  4lb.  more  than  is  stated. 

"  The  United  States  Fish  Commission  introduced, 
some  years  ago,  the  Loch  Leven  trout  into  Shoshone 
Lake,  Yellowstone  National  Park,  and  elsewhere. 
It  is  a  matter  of  interest  that  these  trout  seem  to 
have  become  naturalised  in  these  waters  and  that 
so  fine  a  specimen  as  that  depicted  and  reported 
should  have  been  taken  by  an  angler." 

Just  before  sundown,  and  as  we  were  passing 
through  "  The  Golden  Gate,"  I  saw  a  pedestrian 
coming  up  the  road  at  a  rapid  pace.  I  was  on  the 
box-seat,  and  said  to  the  driver — 

"  Where  can  yonder  fellow  be  going  in  this 
direction  at  this  time  of  day  ?  There  is  not  a 
house  of  any  kind  within  twenty  miles."-  "  It  is 
curious,"  said  he. 

When  we  came  up  to  the  pedestrian — "  By 
Jove,  it's  Frank!"  I  shouted.  "Pull  up,  driver. 
Jump  up,  my  boy."  He  was  looking  strong  and 
well,  and  almost  as  brown  as  a  Red  Indian.  He 
soon  explained  to  me  the  mystery  of  my  not  hear- 
ing from  him.  He  had  sent  a  telegram  to  Chicago, 
which  we  had  never  received,  requesting  us  to  go 
straight  to  Bozeman,  and  he  had  driven  to  Bozeman 
five  days  successively,  twenty-four  miles  each  day, 
to  meet  us,  and,  of  course,  was  as  much  bewildered 
about  us  as  we  had  been  about  him.  The  passenger 
agent  at  Bozeman  had  put  wrong  initials  on  the 
telegram  I  had  sent  from  St.  Paul,  and  the  post- 
master had  refused  to  give  it  up  for  two  or  three 
days.  By  chance  "Frank"  met  the  passenger 
agent,  who  told  him  about  the  telegram,  and 
explained  his  mistake  to  the  postmaster.  At  last 
he  got  the  message,  and  he  then  started  off  at  once 
for  Livingstone  and  the  Park,  and  met  us  coming 
out  of  it  instead  of  accompanying  us  through  it,  as 
I  had  planned. 

In  due  time  we  reached  Bozeman,  and  by  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening  we  were  safely  housed  in 
Frank's  little  log  hut. 

Arrival  at  Frank's  Ranche. 

Frank's  shanty,  built  entirely  by  himself  of  logs 
from  trees  he  had  felled  in  the  woods  above,  con- 
sisted of  one  room  nineteen  feet  by  seventeen,  but 
in  anticipation  of  his  visitors  he  built  an  additional 
room  of  about  the  same  size.  The  old  room,  having 
a  boarded  floor,  was  breakfast,  dining,  di-awing 
room,  and  library  combined,  and  was  also  the 
visitors'  bedroom.  Our  beds  were  made  upon 
planks  laid  upon  four  logs,  and  consisted  of  a 
bundle  of  straw  laid  on  the  planks,  a  blanket  on 
the  straw,  and  a  couple  of  rugs  to  roll  ourselves 
in.  These  beds  were  placed  one  on  each  side  of 
the  i-oom,  and  when  bed  time  came  a  cotton  curtain 
was  suspended  across  the  middle,  and  thus  each 
lodger  had  a  bedroom  to  himself. 

I  cannot  boast  that  I  slept  soundly  under  these 
novel  circumstances.  The  first  night  Frank's  kitten 
was  left  in  the  room  to  .scare  the  mice  away,  and 
proved  to  be  a  greater  nuisance  than  the  mice. 
The  next  night  she  was  excluded,  and  I  was  aroused 
out  of  my  sleep  by  a  crash  among  some  empty 
bottles,    I  struck  a  light,  and  after  searching  about 
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for  some  time  I  caught  sight  of  a  little  ground 
squirrel  which  had  come  in  through  a  hole  in  the 
floor.  The  next  night  I  was  aroused  by  this  little 
wretch  running  over  my  face  in  a  pla3rful  mood.  I 
sat  up  for  over  an  hour  slipper  in  hand  waiting  for 
a  chance  to  fling  it  at  him.  This  Uttle  squirrel,  the 
cat,  and  a  few  mice  were  our  only  troubles,  other- 
wise we  should  have  slept  as  comfortably  as  in  our 
own  beds  at  home. 

The  weather  durmg  the  first  six  days  and  nights 
had  been  most  delightful,  hot  by  day  and  pleasantly 
cool  by  night ;  on  the  seventh  and  last  day  of  our 
stay  the  thermometer,  by  way  of  giving  us  a  taste 
of  the  variation  of  climate  here,  suddenly  dropped 
from  78  degrees  to  34  degrees,  and  snow  and  rain 
fell  all  night.  This  wintry  blast  is  always  looked 
for  just  at  this  time,  and  lasts  for  about  twenty-four 
hours,  then  the  Indian  summer  resumes  its  reign 
till  far  into  November.  Months  of  dry  and  very 
hot  weather  had  dried  the  covering  of  our  hut  into 

powder,  and  when  friend  M          woke  up  in  the 

morning  he  found  that  the  roof  above  him  had 
proved  a  sieve,  and  he  and  his  bed  were  thoroughly 
soaked.  _  I  had  fared  only  a  little  better,  but  we 
didn't  mind  these  little  inconveniences.  I  found  my 
umbrella  very  useful  to  sit  under  at  breakfast,  and 

M  managed  very  well  with  his  mackintosh. 

Frank  and  his  friend  had  from  long  experience 
acquired  the  art  of  baking  and  cooking  to  perfection 
While  the  one  hghted  the  stove,  made  the  hot 
cakes,  and  broiled  the  bacon,  the  other  started  off 
to  milk  the  cow  and  collect  some  new-laid  eggs,  the 
result  being  an  excellent  and  plentiful  breakfast, 

While  these  preparations  were  going  on  M  

and  I  washed  by  turns.  Our  basin  was  a  miner's 
old  iron  washpan,  and  our  shaving  operations  were 
performed  outside  in  front  of  a  piece  of  broken 
looking-glass. 

In  the  matter  of  crockery  we  found  our  host 
sadly  deficient ;  the  kitten  and  the  invading  Httle 
squirrel  had  recently  played  havoc  in  his  china 
closet.  We  managed  very  well  We  had  no 
change  of  plates,  but  we  washed  them  as  we  pro- 
gressed with  our  meals. 

It  would  take  too  long,  besides  being  tedious, 
to  go  into  details  about  Frank's  doings  on  his 
farm.  I  must  confine  myself  to  a  rapid  sketch  of 
our  own  experiences.  On  the  Monday  we  walked 
up  the  foothills  to  look  for  grouse  and  prairie 
chickens  to  shoot,  but  found  none,  to  my  friend 
M  's  disappointment. 

Fishing  in  the  West  Gallatin  River. 

On  Tuesday  we  drove  for  fifteen  miles  across  the 
prairie  to  the  West  Gallatin  River,  where  I  was 
told  good  fishing  was  to  be  had.  We  stayed  at  a 
comfortable  hotel,  which  had  no  licence  for  strong 
drinks.  We  were  well  content  with  tea  and  coffee. 
We  immediately  started  for  the  river,  a  really  fine 
stream,  said  to  be  well  stocked  with  trout  and 
other  fish.  I  caught  no  trout,  for  certainly  in  that 
part  of  the  stream  there  were  none  to  catch  ;  but  I 
quickly  got  half-a-dozen  half  pound  fish  which 
they  called  whitefish.  I  caught  these  with  a  large 
black  fly  and  a  red  body.  This  fish  took  it  freely, 
but  he  has  no  pluck  whatever ;  no  sooner  hooked 
than  he  succumbs  at  once,  and  one  has  nothing  to 
do  but  pull  him  out,  there  is  no  sport  or  fight  in 
him.  Our  jolly  landlord  had  taken  us  to 
favourite  spot  where  he  himself  fished  with  a  pole 
and  twine,  sitting  on  the  stump  of  a  tree. 

There  sat  my  friend  with  patient  skill 
Attending  of  his  trembling  quill. 

He  baited  his  hook  with  grasshoppers  and  locusts, 
and  with  these  tempting  baits  he  was  usually  very 
successful,  but  on  this  particular  evening  he  caught 
nothing  and  soon  gave  it  up.  My  own  success  had 
80  much  surprised  me  that  the  next  morning  I  was 
up  at  six  o'clock  and  had  caught  six  more  whitefish 
before  breakfast.  They  were  cooked  for  us,  and 
certamly  if  they  afford  poor  sport  they  are  very 
pleasant,  delicate  eating— I  cannot  honestly  take 
much  credit  to  myself  for  these  small  successes. 

Our  landlady,  a  severe,  hard-featured  old  lady, 
took  all  the  conceit  out  of  me  at  once  by  solemnly 
telling  the  company  at  the  breakfast-table  that  she 
could  go  down  to  the  river  any  morning  and  catch 
as  many  whitefish  as  she  wanted  with  a  worm 
hooked  on  to  a  bent  pin. 

This  was  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  my  fishing 
m  the  Rockies.  We  might  have  gone  on  catching 
whitefish  aU  day  if  that  had  been  our  sole  object, 
but  I  would  rather  have  one  day  on  the  pleasant 
"Dove"  or  "Itchen,".  with  only  a  brace  of  trout. 


or  indeed  without  any  trout  at  all,  than  a  hundred 
days  on  the  brown  prairie-bound  banks  of  the 
Gallatin  with  creels  full  of  these  stupid  whitefish. 
We  returned  across  the   prairie   on  Wednesday 
morning.    On  Thursday  it  was  so  excessively  hot 
— 125  degrees  in  the  sun — that  I  did  not  venture 
outside,  and  on  Friday,  our  last  day,  I  wandered 
up  the  creek  in   the   morning  and  gathered  a 
few   wild   flowers   of    bright  hues   and  packed 
them  up  to  carry  home.     In  the  summer-time 
the   whole   hillside  is   ablaze  with   small  white 
roses  and   other  flowers.     In  the   afternoon  we 
had  intended  to  do  a  little  mountain  cUmbing. 
We  had  gone  a   mile  on   the  road   to  ascend 
Ross's    Peak,   a    mountain    rising    over  10,000 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  at  a  distance  of  about 
seven  miles,  but  on  looking  towards  the  mountains 
we  noticed  that  the  bright  sunshine  in  which  we 
were  walking  was  obscured  in  their  direction  by 
heavy  suspicious  clouds.    Presently  a  few  drops  fell, 
and  then  the  deluge !  with  thunder  and  lightning, 
and  looking  now  up  to  Ross's  Peak  we  saw  that  he 
had  already  assumed  his  winter  mantle  of  snow. 
This  was  the  first  rain  we  had  since  our  arrival  in 
America,  and  as  it  was  our  last  day  at  the  ranche 
we  were  sorry  to  miss  our  climb,  which  in  fine 
weatlier  is  not  difficult. 

Before  night  set  in  the  thermometer  had  fallen 
from  78  degrees  in  the  shade,  as  it  stood  in  the 
morning,  to  34  degrees,  and  during  the  night  we 
had  the  deluge  already  mentioned  and  then  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow.  To-morrow  we  start  on  our 
homeward  journey.  We  had  no  adventures  with 
wild  animals,  but  we  might  have  had ;  there  are 
plenty  of  bears  in  the  neighbourhood.  Only  the 
week  before  our  arrival  a  big  black  bear  came 
down  through  this  ranche,  and  found  his  way  to  a 
slaughter-house  near  Bozeman,  where  he  was  dis- 
covered amusing  himself  tearing  about  the  offal. 
Two  butchers  in  town  armed  themselves  with  a 
couple  of  rifles,  and  starting  off  on  a  moonlight 
night  kept  a  watch  for  Master  Bruin's  appearance. 
Eventually  they  spied  him  on  the  top  of  the  roof 
of  the  slaughter-house,  a  by  no  means  easy  roof  to 
get  on.  They  put  two  balls  into  him,  and  he  rolled 
over  and  came  crashing  down  dead.  W^e  saw  his 
skin  being  exhibited  in  Bozeman  as  we  passed 
through. 

On  Saturday  morning  we  found  the  ground 
covered  with  snow,  and  it  was  bitterly  cold  ;  truly 
the  day  was  a  rough  one  for  our  twelve  miles'  drive 
to  Bozeman  in  a  bhnding  storm  of  snow  and  sleet, 
and  over  a  road  smooth  and  level  enough  a  week 
ago,  but  now  full  of  holes  and  deep  ruts.  We 
reached  the  station  only  just  in  time  to  catch  the 
train  for  Helena,  and  we  were  not  sorry  to  get 
iinder  cover  from  the  pitiless  storm.  Now  the  time 
had  arrived  for  saying  good-bye  to  the  boy  I  had 
gone  so  far  to  see,  and  a  great  lump  came  into  my 
throat  as  I  thought  of  the  years  that  may  pass 
before  we  meet  again,  of  his  rough  journey  back, 
and  of  the  poor  httle  leaky  shanty  he  had  to  winter 
in  and  to  which  he  had  voluntarily  exiled  himself. 
But  for  this  taste  of  wintry  weather  I  should  have 
left  Frank's  ranche  with  a  more  cheerful  heart, 
yet  with  a  false  impression  of  the  country  and 
climate. 

Of  our  subsequent  wanderings,  I  will  only  say 
briefly  that  from  Bozeman  we  did  not  turn  our  faces 
homeward  to  the  east.  We  took  train  westward 
for  Helena,  the  capital  of  Montana,  and  then  on  to 
Garrison,  a  most  picturesque  journey.  Here  we 
left  the  Great  North  Pacific  Railway — our  route 
was  now  due  south  for  nearly  500  miles  to  Ogden 
and  Salt  Lake  City,  where  we  spent  one  day  and 
two  nights.  To  describe  our  doings  and  wander- 
ings hereabouts  among  the  Mormons  would  occupy 
a  rather  long  chapter,  and  as  I  must  aheady  have 
more  than  tried  the  patience  of  your  readers,  I  will 
conclude  by  merely  mentioning  that  we  left  Salt 
Lake  City  on  Wednesday  at  7.50  a.m.  by  the 
Lfnion  Pacific  Railway.  We  reached  Cheyenne  on 
the  next  day,  and  we  left  there  on  the  Friday 
morning  for  a  continuous  run  of  516  miles  to 
Omaha,  where  we  "stopped  off"  for  a  few  hours. 
At  5.30  p.m.  we  took  the  Chicago  and  Rock  Island 
Une,  and  after  a  500  mile  rim  we  reached  Chicago 
at  3  p.m.  next  day.  We  were  superbly  entertained 
by  our  friends  in  Chicago,  in  New  York,  and 
Boston,  until  at  length  we  found  ourselves  really 
homeward  bound,  and  after  a  pretty  rough  passage 
we  reached  our  homes. 

At  the  time  of  my  return,  or  two  or  three  weeks 
afterwards,  I  said  that  I  was  already  beginning  to 
doubt  whether  it  was  an  actual  fact  that  such  a 


stay-at-home  old  fixture  as  I  had  always  been  could 
within  the  previous  four  months  have  travelled 
something  like  fourteen  thousand  miles  by  land 
and  sea.  If  at  that  time  I  was  inclined  to  regard 
that  great  land  of  my  pilgrimage  as  altogether 
The  land  of  Vision  ;  it  would  seem 
A  still,  an  everlasting  dream. 
Now  that  eighteen  years  have  out  of  eternity 
been  born  and  into  eternity  returned,  it  is  still 
more  like  a  far  off  dream,  and  a  pleasant  and  rather 
illusive  dream  it  was— for  I  may  tell  it  now  that 
"  Frank's  Ranche  "  no  longer  exists.  Even  "  Frank  " 
himself  now  looks  back  upon  that  ranche  and 
those  times  as  a  dream  of  his  youth — for  be  is  now 
a  married  man  with  children  almost  grown  up,  and 
for  many  years  his  ranche  has  been  a  counting- 
house  not  many  miles  away  from  Fleet-street,  E.C, 


AKE  WE  GOING  TO  SAVE 
FISHEKIES? 
By  F.  G.  Aflalo; 


THE 


The  distress  of  the  unfortunate  sardine-fishers  of 
Brittany  was  followed  by  an  abnormal  abundance  of 
the  homely  sprat  on  parts  of  our  own  coasts,  and 
the  two  episodes  serve  to  illustrate  the  capricious 
commgs  and  gomgs  that  may  be  expected  of  all 
members  of  the  herring  family.    The  extraordinary 
plenty  of  herrings  themselves  on  the  east  coast 
during  the  autumn  of  last  year  is  still  fresh  in  our 
memory,  and  gave  yet  further  evidence  of  the  un- 
important part  played  by  man  in  the  supply  of 
those  migratory  kinds  of  sea  fish.    As,  however,  all 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  general,  and  tfie 
rnembers  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  in  par- 
ticular, know,  there  are  other  kinds  of  valuable 
food  fish  in  our  seas  which,  less  favoured  by  their 
flattened  form  in  doing  such  long  journeys,  keep  to 
one  part  of  the  coast.    With  the  plaice  and  sole 
and  their  kind  overfishing  may  play  the  deuce. 
Successive  commissions  and  committees  and  con- 
ferences have  brought  this  patent  fact  home  to  all 
interested  in  the  industry,  but  it  is  quite  remark- 
able how  long  the  average  intelligence  takes  to  be 
impressed  unless  its  owner  has  shares  in  a  trawling 
company.    We  see  a  meeting  of  the  society  for 
protecting  wild  birds  attended  by  fashionable  folk 
and  widely  reported  in  the  daily  Press.    Yet  how 
many  of  these  gentlemen  and  ladies  would  attend 
a  meeting  similarly  convened  for  the  protection  of 
our  sea  fish  and,  incidentally,  of  the  important 
industry  that  hangs  on  their  survival  in  i  emunera- 
tive  numbers  ?    The  singing  birds,  and  ev  en  some 
that  do  not  sing,  appeal  to  the  sentiment  with 
which  Society— with  a  big  S— is  alwaj  s  ready  to  be 
pleasurably  stirred,  but  the  cold  and  slippery  fishes 
have  no  such  claim  on  attention.    The  pity  is  that 
those  who  advocate  legislation  cannot  even  reach 
the  stomach  of  the  public.    The  danger  seems  too 
far  off  to  be  real    When  the  legislator  or  voter 
who  has  no  special  acquaintance  with  fishery  pro- 
blems  sees    the  fishmongers'    shops  full  of  the 
same  fishes  week  after  week  and  j-ear  after  year  ; 
when,  on  his  homeward  way  of  an  evening,  he  still 
sees,  as  he  saw  ten  years  ago,  the  surplus  being 
given  away  or  sold  at  a  nominal  figure  to  the  piti- 
able little  queue  of  poor  clients  that  have  waited 
for  hours  until  closing  time,  he  finds  it  difficult,  if 
not  indeed  impossible,  to  beheve  that  the  fisheries 
are  in  as  bad  a  way  as  is  commonly  alleged.  That 
the  danger  is  really  remote  it  is  impossible  to  deny. 

If  it  could  be  demonstrated  that  the  present 
generation  would,  unless  restrictive  measures  are 
promptly  taken,  five  to  see  the  last  British-caught 
sole  carved  on  the  table  of  an  American  billionaire, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  supporters, . 
both  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  for  any  sweeping 
measure  of  reform  that  should  show  a  chance  of 
saving  the  fisheries.  If  it  could  be  made  evident 
that  epicures  already  in  middle  age  would  yet  hear 
the  club  waiter  assure  them  that  turbot  was  too 
expensive  for  the  ordinary  club  dinner,  then  also 
we  should  find  no  difficulty  in  enlisting  sympathisers. 
The  miscliief  is  that  not  only  is  it  impossible  to 
prove  the  danger  so  close,  but  that  it  actually  is  in 
all  probability  not  so,  since  new  devices  in  the 
refrigerating  department  allow  of  steam  trawlers 
going  further  and  further  in  search  of  unfishcd 
grounds.  Such  distant  reaping  of  the  harvest, 
however,  unquestionably  tends  to  confine  the  in- 
dustry more  and  more  to  the  larger  capitalised 
syndicates,  and  the  little  men  all  around  our  coasts, 
the  very  men  who  should  be  the  backbone  of  the 
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industry,  must  soon  be  starved  out  or  work  for 
hire. 

It  is  too  late  now  to  animadvert  on  the  recent 
Reportof  the  Committee  on  Ichthyological  Research, 
for  the  Editor  and  others  have  already  done  so  in 
able  fashion.  I  do  not,  therefore,  venture  to 
criticise  a  series  of  recommendations  that  have  in 
some  quarters  been  condemned  as  half-hearted.  I 
do,  however,  venture  to  predict  that  if  the  members 
of  that  committee  have  shown  themselves  reluctant 
to  press  for  reform,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
will  prove  even  more  coy  when  the  time  comes  to 
finance  even  the  Uttle  improvement  that  has  been 
suggested.  Let  us  for  this  not  hastily  blame  Mr. 
Ritchie,  who  has  really  no  option  but  to  shelve  the 
claims  of  our  fisheries  for  the  more  picturesque 
calls  of  the  war  chest  or  the  more  pressing  reduc- 
tion of  the  income-tax.  The  committee  might,  it 
has  been  urged,  have  framed  its  proposals  on  more 
expensive  lines  ;  but  Mr.  Ritchie's  mood  will,  when 
the  bill  is  presented,  be  found  in  anything  but 
expensive  mood,  or  so,  at  least,  I  allow  myself  to 
predict. 

Yet  it  is  very  certain  that  if  the  end  is  far  off, 
yet  it  will  come.  Croaking  is  the  cheap  resource 
of  the  dyspeptic,  yet  it  needs  no  serious  liver 
attack  to  foretell  a  very  gruesome  sequel  to  our 
long-continued  apathy.  What  a  pity  that  we 
cannot  make  a  supreme  effort  to  save  our  fisheries 
as  the  Americans  are  saving  theirs.  The  great- 
grandchildren of  the  men  who  wrested  virgin  foi  est 
from  the  red  man  and  the  wolf  take  a  more  serious 
view  of  their  privileges  and  obligations  than  the 
thousandth  generation  of  Englishmen  at  home,  to 
whom  fishful  seas  and  rivers  are  not  indeed  privi- 
leges, but  vested  rights.  The  American,  therefore, 
guards  his  fisheries,  while  the  Englishman  lets 
them  look  after  themselves.  Our  inland  fisheries 
are,  it  is  true,  in  a  measure  safeguarded,  thanks  to 
the  intervention  of  sportsmen,  who  not  merely 
protect,  but  also  restock.  Apart,  however,  from 
the  much  greater  difficulty  entailed  in  either  pro- 
tecting or  restocking  the  open  sea,  amateur  sea 
fishermen  are  only  now  beginning  to  feel  their 
strength,  and  some  time  must  necessarily  elapse 
before  they  are  able  to  use  it. 

At  any  rate,  we  may  hope  for  some  interesting 
scientific  revelations  from  the  international  investi- 
gation of  the  North  Sea.  Whether  such  results 
will  be  of  immediate  use  in  the  practical  elucidation 
of  fishery  problems  is  another  matter,  but  we  shall 
not  hope  for  too  much  when  we  bear  in  mind  that 
the  whole  scientifie  research  in  this  direction  of  the 
latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  gave  us  just 
two  facts  that  may  be  described  as  directly  bearing 
on  trawling  legislation— that  the  eggs  of  the  herring 
sink,  and  that  those  of  the  plaice,  sole,  and  most 
other  important  fishes  float  in  sea  water.  Other 
very  interesting  facts  have  been  brought  to  light, 
other  fascinating  mysteries  have  been  explained, 
but  not  of  such  a  nature  as  absolutely  to  determine 
the  actual  damage  done  to  fish  spawn  by  the  trawl. 
The  reproduction  of  the  eel  and  conger  was  also 
satisfactorily  elucidated,  but  neither  can  be  regarded 
as  among  the  most  important  of  our  food  fishes. 

As  for  the  estabUshment  of  a  central  fishery 
board,  or  for  other  measures  tending  to  save  our 
fisheries,  we  must  wait  and  hope.  There  will  be  a 
good  deal  of  waiting  and  more  hoping,  but  we  can 
do  no  more.  In  the  meanwhile,  we  are  yet  more 
Hibernian  than  the  Irish,  and  our  Board  of  Agri- 
culture is  to  take  sole  control  of  the  harvest  of  the 
sea,  and  Mr.  Hanbury  may  vary  goats  with  gur- 
nards. "On  the  see-syde,"  says  truthful  Mande- 
ville,  "men  may  find  many  rubyes."  Let  us  pray 
that  it  may  be  many  a  long  day  before  soles  and 
plaice  be  still  rarer  jetsam  on  our  coasts  ! 


CAPTUEE  OF  THE  54LB. 
SHANNON  SALMON. 


My  dear  Maeston,— I  send  you  a  photograph  of 
the  541b.  salmon  taken  by  an  angler  on  the  Shannon. 
It  was  kindly  forwarded  to  me  by  Mr.  S.  C.  Van- 
sittart,  a  keen  fisherman  and  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Limerick  Board  of  Conservators.  You  will 
observe  it  was  a  very  handsome  fish,  and  you  may 
perhaps  hke  to  figure  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  It 
was  landed  by  Mr.  F.  Milburn,  on  Feb.  14.  on  the 
famous  Doonass  fishery.  The  measurements  were— 
length  50in.,  girth  30in.  The  weight  and  measure- 
ments were  verified  by  competent  persons  in  Mrs. 
Ennght's  well-known  hotel  at  Castleconnell.  The 


fish  was  in  splendid  condition,  fresh  run,  with  the 
sea-hco  adhering.  I  see  it  is  stated  in  some  papers 
that  this  fish  was  the  largest  salmon  landed  by  rod 
and  line  in  Irish  waters.  Such,  however,  is  not  the 
case.  In  1872  a  salmon  of  581b.  was  taken  by  an 
angler  on  the  Shannon,  and  in  1874  one  of  57Ib.  was 
landed  by  a  professional  fisherman,  Michael  Maher, 
at  Longfield,  on  the  River  Suir,  co.  Tipperary. 

In  the  Times  of  Feb.  26  last  I  gave  the  amusing 
circumstances  attending  the  capture  of  this  latter 
fish  which  were  described  by  the  late  Mr.  Richard 
Bradford,  who  for  many  years  was  the  energetic 
Fishery  Inspector  in  the  'Suir  district,  and,  if  I 
mistake  not,  was  also  a  contributor  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  It  mav  be  a  provos  to  repeat  the  storv  here. 
The  moi'ning  of  the  day  on  which  this  fish  was  taken 
the  river  ran  heavy,  and  Maher  "  left  his  flies  behind 
and  trusted  to  baits.  However,  when  he  reached 
the  river  he  found  that  the  water  was  too  clear  for 
the  Devon  :  he  was  at  his  wits'  ends,  but  not  to  be 
outdone,  he  went  into  a  farmhouse  near,  got 
some  light  orange  silk  from  the  farmer's  daughter, 
some  hackles  from  a  grizzled  cock  in  the  yard,  a 
little  silver  tinsel,  and  so  made  the  body.  He  could 
find  nothing  suitable  for  the  wing  except  some  light 
orange  goose  feathers  (dyed)  in  the  girl's  hat  ;  how- 
ever, he  used  a  few  fibres,  made  a  clumsily  tiefl  fly. 


Mb.  F.  Milbuhn's  Grand  Shannon  Salmon,  54lb. 


tried  it,  and  in  a  few  moments  was  fast  in  the  salmon, 
which  he  landed  in  a  short  time  and  brought  in  in 
triumph  to  Cashel.  When  asked  what  fly  he 
used,  he  said,  '  That's  a  mj^stery.'  This  gave 
rise^to  the  name,  and  is  a  standard  fly  still,  with 
a  few  slight  alterations."  The  above  was  written 
by  Mr.  Bradford  some  -vears  ago.  but  I  believe 
"  The  Mystery  "  is  at  the  present  day  considered  a 
very  killing  fly  on  the  Suir.  ii»> 

To  return  to  the  Shannon  salmon  fisheries,  I  regret 
to  learn  that  the  conservators  of  the  district  con- 
tinue to  be  much  troubled  at  the  manner  in  which 
magistrates'  decisions  as  to  illegal  fishing  are  dealt 
with  by  the  authorities  at  Dublin  Castle. — Yours 
always,  Henry  Ffennell. 


SOME  EODS  FKOM  MESSES.  S. 
ALLCOCK  AND  CO. 


Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  the  great  wholesale 
manufacturers  of  rods  and  fishing  tackle,  send  me 
some  splendid  specimens  of  rod  making  which  would 
have  convinced  me,  had  I  needed  convincing,  that 
they  can  make  anything  that  is  asked  for  in  reason. 
The  rods  are  (No.  1)  a  9ft.  rod,  split  cane,  three 
joints,  under  SJoz.,  stained  a  green  colour,  suction 
fittings  ;  (No.  2)  ditto,  with  the  cane  not  coloured, 
weight  exactly  .5oz.  ;  (No.  .3)  powerful  dry  fly  rod, 
10ft.,  three  joints,  lock-fast  fittings,  weight  lloz. 
This  rod  is  whipped  its  whole  length  with  dark  red 
silk  whippings  very  close  together,  they  are  almost 
touching  in  the  tops,  and  six  to  the  inch  on  the  butt ; 
one  to  the  inch  is  ample,  but  some  anglers  like  the 
neat  appearance  of  the  closely  whipped  rod.  The 
fittings  on  this  rod  are  substantial  and  made  to  stand 
hard  work— the  solid  rubber  button  alone  weighs 


nearly  an  ounce.  No.  4  is  a  very  beautifully  made 
split-cane  st«el-centred  rod,  lift.,  with,  cork  handle, 
solid  winch  fittings,  butt  to  take  spear,  weighing, 
with  rod-button,  etc.,  IG^oz.  It  has  a  sweet,  level, 
single-hearted,  even  action  which  all  fishermen  wish 
for,  but  seldom  get,  without  any  reaction  or  kick. 
It  has  none  of  the  faults  so  common  in  cheap 
American  built  cane  rods — that  is,  that  shaking  or 
double  action  which  shows  that  the  lower  part  of 
the  rod  towards  the  butt  cannot  stand  the  strain, 
but,  as  it  were,  staggers  under  it. 

These  fine  rods  have  all  been  carefully  weighed  by 
me ;  they  are  admirable  samples  of  workmanship,  and 
show  that  there  is  absolutely  no  fear  of  the  English 
rod-making  market  being  interfered  with  by  rods 
made  in  any  other  country.  The  suction  ferrules 
are  equal  to  the  best  American  in  every  respect  ; 
and  as  regards  the  weights  of  the  rods,  I  fancy  Messrs. 
Allcock  picked  out  extra  Ught  and  extra  heavy  ones 
just  to  show  their  impartiality  in  meeting  the  re- 
quirements of  anglers.  R.  B.  M. 


SCIENTIFIC  INVESTIGATIONS  OF 
THE  NOETHUMBEELAND  SEA 
FISHEEIES  COMMITTEE,  1892. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  report  for 
1902,  edited  by  Alexander  Meek,  M.Sc,  F.Z.S.,  of 
the  Marine  Laboratory,  CuUercoats,  and  the  Durham 
College  of  Science.  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

'•  The  season  has  been  an  extraordinarily  success- 
ful one.  especially  with  regard  to  such  mid-water 
fishes  as  the  herring,  the  mackerel,  and  the  salmon. 
Trawlers  have  been  catching,  moreover,  more  ground 
fishes  than  usual,  but  the  season  was  to  them  a 
detrimental  one  to  some  extent,  on  account  of  the 
immense  numbers  of  small  haddocks  which  appeared 
to  be  distributed  all  over  the  North  Sea.  Our 
trawling  experiments  show  that  the  ground  fishes 
were  present  in  most  of  the  bays,  also  in  unu8\ially 
large  numbers.  The  average  catch  for  flat  fishes 
was  turbot  4,  sole  21,  plaice  165,  dabs  121,  flounders 
5 — total  317.  The  highest  previous  average  was 
for  plaice  130  in  19D1.  for  dabs  96  in  1900,  for  soles 
2a  in  1893  and  in  1894,  and  for  the  total  flat  fishes 
231  in  1990.  The  results  for  the  whole  of  the 
experiments  since  1892  are  indicated  in  the  form  of 
a  chart — (Chart  II.) — and  this  clearly  shows  that 
our  in-shore  waters  are  becoming  richer  in  plaice, 
and  more  especially  in  dabs. 

"  In  addition  to  the  particulars  obtained  by  the 
examination  of  examples  of  the  fishes  caught  by 
the  trawl,  with  reference  to  their  maturity  and  their 
food,  the  weight  was  determined  in  each  case  with 
relation  to  size. 

"  Samples  of  the  surface  and  mid-water  life  were 
obtained  at  the  various  stations  as  before,  and  the 
quantity  and  general  nature  of  each  of  these  are 
indicated. 

"Tables  are  furnished  again  by  Messrs.  Douglas 
and  Fawcus,  detailing  their  catches  of  crabs  and 
lobsters,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  former,  we  are 
able  to  publish  some  interesting  experiments  \^-ith 
regard  to  the  migrations  of  the  lobster.  These 
show  that  the  lobster,  in  its  adult  condition,  is  very 
local,  and  completely  in-shore  in  its  habits.- 

"  Particulars  are  furnished  of  the  main  facts  ob- 
tained at  certain  conferences  wdth  the  fishermen  of 
the  district. 

"The  laboratory,  it  must  now  be  said,  is  becoming 
too  small  to  accommodate  the  number  of  workers 
who  apply  for  tables,  and  if  the  Departmental 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  has  been 
considering  how  best  researches  in  relation  to  the 
fisheries  of  this  country  can  be  assisted,  do  not  afford 
us  the  means  of  obtaining  the  extension  which  has 
become  necessary,  we  must,  for  the  first  time,  appeal 
to  the  district  to  help  us. 

"  Natural  History  in  general,  not  merely  as  apphed 
to  fisheries,  suffers  greatly  from  the  sad  lack  of 
books  of  reference  in  Newcastle.  The  Hbraries  of 
the  College,  the  Natural  History  Society,  the 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  and  the  Free 
Library  contain  a  few  books  of  use,  but  the  vast 
majority  we  have  either  to  buy  ourselves  or  have 
to  procure  from  London.  Should  anyone  wish  to 
devote  a  sum  of  money  to  the  advancement  of 
Natural  History  in  this  district,  there  is  no  better 
purpose  for  which  it  could  be  given  than  to  provide 
a  Hbrary  for  the  Zoological  Department. 

"Alexajjder  Meek." 

The  report  is  illustrated  with  charts  and  diagrams, 
and  shows  that  excellent  work  is  being  done. 
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THE  "BADEN-POWELL"  EOD. 

This  rod,  which  has  been  so  frequently  j-eferred  to 
by  Mr.  Baden-Powell,  K.C.,  in  his  letters  to  the  Fish- 
ing Gazette  on  the  subject  of  light  fly  rods,  is  the 
usual  hexagonal  form  of  built-cane.  The  particular 
cane  used  is  Messrs.  Hardy's  "Palakona,"  which 
accounts  for  its  great  povver  and  stiffness.  Our 
readers  will  remember  that  in  his  trials  with  this 
rod  as  against  lighter  rods.  Mr.  Baden-Powell  states 
that  with  this  rod  he  could  cast  into  half  a  gale, 
which  the  hghter  rods  refused  to  face.  The  rod.  so 
far  as  its  balance,  etc.,  is  concerned,  is  remarkably 
powerful.  It  was  built  to  his  order  by  Messrs. 
Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  and  he  specified  that 
the  rod  was  to  be  used  mostly  as  an  adjunct  to  the 
salmon  rod,  and  to  be  carried  on  the  back  together 
with  its  landing-net,  so  that  should  the  salmon  not 
be  in  the  humour  and  the  sea-trout  on  the  rise,  it 
was  a  simple  matter  to  unship  the  trout  rod  and 
landing-net  and  use  that.  Mr.  Baden-Powell  car- 
ried the  rod  with  him  through  some  months  of 
fishing  in  Scotland  and  in  Ireland  last  season,  and 
found  it  fully  up  to  its  work  under  any  conditions, 
and  of  a  very  portable  design. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  handle  is  what  is  de- 
scribed as  detachable,  so  that  when  it  is  removed 
the  whole  of  the  parts  composing  the  rod  pioper 
are  received  into  the  landing-net  handle,  which  has 
an  arrangement  of  straps  for  carrying  over  the 
shoulder,  the  rod  handle  being  merely  strapped  to 
it.    The  rod  is  lift,  long  and  weighs  llioz.,  and.  as 


tinually  see  this  same  repetition  in  these  "  argu- 
ments," taking  it  for  granted  that  the  hght  rod  is 
only  a  ladies'  rod,  that  it  will  handle  only  a  Uttle 
reel  and  a  light,  inefficient  hue.  The  truth  is  that 
light  rods,  at  least  our  best  American  rods,  not  only 
can  be,  but  are,  capable  of  carrying  as  heavy  a  reel 
as  one  likes,  and  as  heavy  a  hne  as  one  likes.  For 
instance.  I  fish  sometimes  with  a  6Joz.  10ft.  Leonard 
rod,  and  on  it  I  use  a  heavy  40-yard  tapered  tour- 
nament casting  line.  This  rod  is  so  stiff  that  I  use 
the  heavy  hne  in  order  to  get  it  to  working.  It  does 
not  begin  to  show  much  action  until  I  get  out  forty  or 
fifty  feet  of  line.  I  hope  Mr.  Baden-Powell  and  others 
of  your  good  Enghsh  readers  will  beheve  me  when  I 
say  that  it  handles  this  heavy  line  in  those  and  greater 
lengths  with  perfect  ease.  I  do  not  often  fish  this 
rod,  because  so  powerful  a  rod  and  so  heavy  a  line 
I  find  a  httle  wearying  on  the  wrist  if  one  keeps  at 
It  a  whole  day.  I  should  not  ask  a  better  rod  for 
large  trout,  say,  31b.,  41b.,  or  .5lb.  I  have  taken 
black  bass  of  these  weights  in  the  rapid  current  of 
the  Upper  Mississippi  River,  where  the  water  was 
fifteen  to  twenty  feet  deep.  It  is  no  baby  rod  which 
will  do  that  sort  of  fishing,  and  the  black  bass  in 
these  waters  is  a  harder  fighter  than  the  brook  trout 
or  brown  trout  ever  was  in  Enghsh  or  any  other 
waters.  We  have  streams  in  this  country  of  such 
torrent-like  quality  as  you  cannot  show  in  all  your 
little  island,  because  you  have  not  room  for  such  a 
river.  I  assure  you  that  these  6oz.  rods,  or  even 
lighter,  not  only  can  but  do  kill  trout  in  these  waters,  ' 
and  not  only  can  but  do  use  a  reel  proper  for  the 


The  "Baden-Powell"  Rod. 


stated,  is  eminently  suited  for  a  powerful  man  for 
use  as  a  dry-fly  rod  or  for  sea-trout  and  grilse.  It 
packs  into  a  length  of  3ft.  Sin.  over  all. 

Of  course  m  comparing  its  weight  with  lighter 
rods  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  is  fitted  with 
Messrs.  Hardy's  patent  reversible  spear  and  butt 
cap,  which  weighs  Uoz.,  and  this  is  included  in  the 
total  weight  of  the  rod.  The  fittings  also  are  for 
such  a  rod  naturally  of  a  very  substantial  character. 
Messrs.:  Hardy  inform  us  that  if  desired  they  can 
reduce  the  weight  to  lOoz. 


AN  AMEEICAN  ANGLER  ON  THE 

L  T  E  D  QUESTION. 

SUGGESTED  INTERNATIONAL  TOURNA- 
MENT NEXT  SPRING. 


Editor,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  London,  England. 

My  dear  Mb.  Marston,— I  am  reading  regularly 
the  discussion  which  appears  in  your  columns  under 
the  apparently  exhaustless  topic  of  Light  Rods, 
which  possibly  was  origmally  stirred  up  somewhat 
at  my  own  instigation. 

It  is  really  amusing  reading  ;  as,  for  instance, 
where  one  of  your  good  correspondents— was  it 

Viator "  ?— brings  in  the  Boer  War  and  the 
question  of  the  white  and  black  races  in  America. 
I  think  I  will  not  attempt  to  argue  these  latter 
questions,  as  they  seem  hardly  germane  after  all. 
In  fact,  I  am  of  a  mind  to  be  principally  amused 
with  the  whole  matter,  especially  when  I  see  a  man 
ot  the  experience  of  W.  Baden-Powell,  K.C.,  sign 
his  name  to  statements  such  as  those  in  your  issue 
of  Feb.  7.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  trouble  with  a 
great  many  of  your  English  anglers  is  that  they  do 
not  want  to  change  their  minds,  and  do  not  propose 
to  be  convinced,  no  matter  what  the  argument.  It 
13,  of  course,  dismissmg  the  whole  matter  without 
argument  when  Mr.  Baden-Powell  makes  such  state- 
ments as  he  does  regarding  the  light  rods,  saying 
that  had  they  been  suitable  for  the  best  work  in 
dry  fly  fishing  "  our  best  experts  for  years  past  would 
have  bought  the  ladies'  rods,  the  cotton  reels  and 
thread  lines,"  etc. 

If  Mr.  Baden-Powell  will  allow  me,  he  is  quite 
absurd  m  such  statements  as  that,  though  I  con- 


accommodation  of  a  heavy  line.  What  purpose, 
then,  does  it  serve  for  Mr.  W.  Baden-Powell  to 
speak  of  these  "  toys,"  "  ladies'  rods,"  "  cotton 
reels,"  etc.  ?  It  simply  shows  an  ignorance  or  an 
intolerance  which  would  seem  inexcusable. 

For  my  own  fishing  on  smaller  streams,  where  the 
trout  run  rarely  over  lib.  to  lilb.  or  so,  I  use  a  rod 
9f1;.  6'n.  in  length,  made  by  Leonard,  the  weight 
being  Uoz.  Sometimes  I  use  the  same  hea\^ 
tournament  line  on  this  rod.  I  do  not  use  a  hght 
casting  line,  because  any  fly  fisherman  knows  that 
good  work  cannot  be  done  with  it,  especially  if  there 
is  much  wind.  The  rod  and  line  must  balance,  else 
there  is  no  laying  out  a  straight  hne.  We  do  not 
do  very  much  diy  fly  fishing  in  this  part  of  America, 
but  when  we  feel  hke  casting  into  the  wind  with  one 
of  these  rods.  I  imagme  we  can  do  so  about  as  well 
as  our  Enghsh  brothers  with  any  of  theirs  of  the 
sanie  gauge,  that  is  to  say,  with  any  of  their  rods 
which  have  the  same  amount  of  working  material. 
I  have  seen  a  few  well-made  Enghsh  fly-rods,  and  I 
say,  with  all  respect,  that  you  could  not  give  one 
of  them  to  our  anglers  out  here.  Much  of  this  is 
due  to  prejudice,  of  course.  We  all  hke  the  things 
with  which  we  are  acquainted,  which  we  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  using.  These  rods  which  I  saw  of 
Enghsh  make  were  rather  longer  than  we  care  for  in 
our  stream  fishing  here.  They  had  very  heaw 
ferrules  and  heavy  metals  at  the  reel  seat.  They 
showed  an  unnecessary  use  of  heavy  material  in  the 
hand  grasp,  the  ball  at  the  end  of  the  rod  etc 
Indeed,  I  think  that  much  of  the  difference  in 
weignts  in  Enghsh  and  American  rods  hes  in  this 
needless  weight  wliich  is  put  into  the  Enghsh  tools 
We  use  the  cork  grip  and  the  hghtest  of  fittings 
xe^ttmg  the  weight  go  into  the  actual  workincr  part 
of  the  rods.  I  think  you  will  find,  my  dear  Mr 
aiarston,  that  this  fact  explains  much  of  these 
things  which  your  correspondents  seem  to  think 
cannot  be  explained. 

There  is  one  very  simplewayof  sittUng  this  matter, 
which  I  ani  surprised  has  not  been  earher  advanced. 
Let  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  who  is  an 
experienced  and  fair-minded  man,  and  a  sportsman 
who  wants  to  see  the  best  man  or  the  best  rod  win 
in  any  competition,  take  out  of  stock  one  of  the  really 
good  Enghsh  rods,  say  one  of  lOoz.  weight  and  lOft 
m  length,  a  usual  rod,  and  not  specially  made  ^or 


the  occasion,  and  let  him  take  also  one  of  the  really 
good  Leonard  rods,  say  of  6^oz.  weight  and  lOft  in 
length.  Let  him  fit  them  with  the  same  reel  ahd 
the  same  hne,  and  try  them  together  for  distance, 
striking,  and  kilhng  quality.  Then  let  him  take  the 
reel  and  hne  which  he  chooses  for  the  Enghsh  rod, 
and  the  reel  and  line  which  the  makers  of  the 
Leonard  rod  may  suggest  as  proper  for  their  rod. 
Let  him  make  these  two  contests,  and  I  feel  sure  that 
his  conclusions,  whether  they  satisfy  us  upon  this 
side  of  the  water  or  not,  will  at  least  be  more  con- 
elusive  than  this  endless  and  at  times  a  bit  foohsh 
talk  about  hang,  balance,  equipoise,  etc.  If  our 
English  brethren  should  want  to  get  veiy  gay  in  this 
matter,  as  we  say  in  Chicago,  I  am  inchned  to  think 
they  could  get  a  httle  wager  of  a  few  pounds  or  so 
on  the  American  rod  in  this  contest,  if  it  should  ever 
be  pulled  off.  I  think  the  Americans  would  be 
entirely  wilhng  to  leave  it  to  Mr.  Marston  to  handle 
both  rods.  We  trimmed  you  up  in  good  shape  not 
long  ago  in  trap  shooting  over  in  England,  and  the 
Enghsh  Press  has  been  full  of  reasons  and  explana- 
tions ever  since  as  to  how  it  happened.  We  can,  in 
all  hkehhood,  trim  you  up  again  in  this  rod  com- 
petition, and  I  think  under  the  conditions  suggested 
there  would  not  be  much  explanation  left,  did  the 
American  rod  triumph  ;  except  that  perhaps  it  was 
the  better  rod  ! 

I  hke  to  see  any  gentleman  stand  up  for  his  own 
country,  and  his  own  sporting  kit,  but  I  must  confess 
I  do  not  see  the  wisdom  or  desirableness  of  insisting 
out  of  hand  that  the  Enghsh  makers  "  of  course  " 
can  make  as  good  and  as  hght  a  rod  as  the 
Americans  "  if  they  want  to."   Why  don't 
they  want  to  ?   And  why  say  "of  course," 
when  there  is  no  "  of  coui-se  "  to  the 
matter  ?    Let  us  be  fair  in  this  discus- 
sion, and  if  we  cannot  reheve  our  feelings 
in  any  other  way,  let  us  lock  horns  and 
go  to  a  contest,  as  I  have  suggested.  I 
think  it  can  be  arranged  -nithout  much 
difficulty.    You  can't  scare  these  Yankees 
a  httle  bit  by  talking  at  them. 

The  odd  thing  about  this  is  that  in 
many  ways  we  Americans  are  entirely 
wilhng  to  admit  that  the  Enghsh 
sporting  goods  makers  are  altogether  our 
superiors.  Thus  I  am  just  getting  by  steamer 
Germanic  this  week  from  Malcom  &  Co.  a  pair 
of  their  "  tanned  Angola "  waders  or  trouser 
boots,  because  I  once  saw  a  pair  of  them,  and  was 
satisfied  I  could  get  nothing  so  good  here.  Thus 
also  in  the  matter  of  firearms  ;  England  always  has 
made  weapons  hghter  than  the  American  weights. 
It  13  only  recently  that  we  have  come  to  making  our 
shot  guns  in  weights  approximating  61b.,  6^1b.,  or 
6|lb.  For  a  long  time  our  sportsmen  said  that  an 
81b.  or  101b.  gun  was  "  much  better,"  that  it  was 
'  much  safer,"  etc.  In  short,  we  showed  a  httle  of 
that  self-content  wliich  vou  good  folk  in  England 
seem  unable  to  get  rid  of.  The  only  difference  is 
that  eventually  we  went  to  work  making  hghter 
and  better  guns,  until  now  some  of  our  better  makes 
will  compare  fairly  weU  with  your  best.  In  the 
manufacture  of  artificial  flies  we  do  not  seem  to  be 
able  to  touch  the  Enghsh  makers  for  sheer  beauty 
and  dehcacy.  \Miether  these  flies  will  really  kill 
as  well  as  our  more  heavily  dressed  patterns  on  our 
rapid  streams,  where  we  fish  wet  fly  abnost  alto- 
gether, remains  to  be  proved  ;  but  I  may  add  that 
I  have  gotten  me  something  like  a  gross  of  the  best 
Enghsh  flies  for  my  next  summer's  fishing,  and  if 
they  prove  better  than  our  American  flies  I  shall  be 
the  first  to  take  pleasure  in  that  fact ;  and  I  think 
our  makers  would  be  the  first  to  try  to  get  the  secret 
of  your  success  if  they  could  do  so.  In  fact,  one 
Chicago  firm  is  importing  Enghsh-tied  flies  very 
largely  this  year. 

WTiat  do  our  Enghsh  brethren  wish  in  the  matter 
of  a  httle  competition,  in  the  hands  of  the  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette?  Perhaps  Messrs.  Leonard 
would  send  across  a  rod  for  this  purpose.  I  would 
gladly  send  my  own,  except  that  I  want  to  use  it 
for  the  opening  of  the  trout  season,  which  will  be 
here  m  about  sixty  days  now.  If  I  did  send  over 
my  rod,  it  would  be  on  the  express  condition  that 
Jlr.  W.  Badcn-Powell  should  take  it,  look  at  it.  try 
it,  and  prove  it.  I  hardly  think  he  would  call  it  a 
"  toy,"  or  one  fit  only  for  the  use  of  ladies  or  children. 
As  to  its  being  a  sweet  rod  with  which  to  fish  all  day. 
that  is  another  question.  I  tiiist  that  I  am  too  wise 
to  go  into  that  matter,  at  least  on  paper,  and  to  the 
extent  of  bringing  up  the  endless  argument  about 
balance,  equipoise,  etc.  I  only  say  that  I  use  the 
4^z._rod,  ^with_a_big_cork_  hand-grasp,  simply 


168 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


March  7,  1903 


because  I  find  it  pleasanter  to  fish  with  all  day. 
The  e^oz.  rod  is  too  stiff  for  my  taste.  I  am  not  a 
very  large  man,  weighing  only  about  1701b.,  but  I 
imagine  that  if  I  should  shake  hands  with  Mr.  W. 
Baden-Powell,  for  instance,  he  would  not  find  me  to 
be  altogether  a  baby  about  the  hand  and  wrist.  If 
I  have  not  been  ladylike  in  all  points  of  this  com- 
munication, I  am  sure  I  am  very  sorry,  for  I  must 
repeat  I  have  been  much  entertained  and  amused 
by  this  little  discussion  in  your  columns,  and  would 
like  to  do  my  share  towards  helping  it  along. 

E.  Hough. 

126,  Hartford  Bldg.,  Chicago. 

[Although  many  readers  have  begged  me  to  spare 

the  L  1  Rod  business  if  I  don't  want  to  spoil 

their  tempers,  Mr.  Hough  is  such  a  well-known 
American  angler  and  angling  writer  that  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  pubUshing  his  letter.  I  am  afraid 
that  the  trial  he  suggests  would  not  satisfy  anyone. 
Perhaps  next  year  it  will  be  possible  to  hold  a  fly- 
casting  tournament  in  connection  with  a  Fishing 
Tackle  Exhibition  at  Earl's  Court.  I  tried  to  get 
one  arranged  this  year,  but  found  it  was  too  late 
for  our  makers,  and  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
get  an  American  angler  or  two  to  come  and  compete. 
I  think  it  may  be  possible  by  next  spring.  I  have 
used  Leonard  rods  and  hke  them,  but  I  can  cast  as 
well  or  better  with  English  made  rods.    I  should 


wire  gauze,  which  is  a  little  above  the  bottom  of 
the  barrel  or  cask.  The  pressure  of  the  oxygen 
keeps  the  water  from  entering  the  space  between 
the  screen  and  the  bottom  of  the  barrel,  and  allows 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  oxygen  to  penetrate  at 
a  time.  The  gradual  escape  into  this  space  is 
greater  than  the  outlet  through  the  wire  gauze, 
with  the  result  that  when  the  space  becomes 
greatly  charged  with  oxygen  gas,  and  the  force 
of  the  water  above  is  no  longer  able  to  hold 
it.  it  rushes  into  the  tank  or  barrel  with 
such  force  that  the  fish  are  turned  over  and 
over.  The  most  delicate  fish  can  be  packed 
in  these  tanks  in  great  quantities,  and  will 
keep  aUve  for  thirty-six  hours  with  the  present 
device ;  but  it  is  expected  that  with  a  larger 
cyluider  of  oxygen  the  length  of  time  will  be 
increased.  Shell-fish  and  eels  could  be  packed  like 
sardines  in  a  tin.  As  the  cylinder  containing  the 
compressed  oxygen  gas  works  automatically,  no 
care  is  required  during  the  transportation  of  the 
casks.  Large  quantities  of  brook  trout  and  other 
fish  are  being  sent  from  Switzerland  to  other  parts 
of  Europe  by  means  of  this  device,  and  as  an  illus- 
tration of  the  advantages  of  being  able  to  transport 
the  fish  aUve,  Messrs.  Gmur,  Maurer  &  Wiget 
inform  me  that  in  Vienna,  for  instance,  they 
receive  75  cents  per  pound  for  live  brook  trout, 
whereas  for  the  dead  ones  they  receive  only  28  cents. 


many  worthless  imitations.  Le  Page's  Liquid  Fish 
Glue  is  so  thoroughly  satisfactory  that  if  you  try 
it  you  are  certain  to  "  stick  to  it."  Anglers  will 
find  it  very  useful  on  a  fishing  excursion  in  repairing 
cork  handles,  splices,  bait-boxes,  etc. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genebal  Remarks. — The  river  at  the 
end  of  last  week  almost  suddenly  became  too  highly 
coloured  for  fishing.  Rain  had  fallen  heavily  in  the 
upper  reaches,  and  the  river  soon  rose  in  height, 
and  angling  on  Monday  (March  2)  was  out  of  the 
question.  Most  of  the  weir  sluices  were  drawn  on 
Tuesday  (March  3),  and  the  water  was  running 
rapidly  off  on  Wednesday  (March  4).  A  further 
fall  of  rain  on  Thursday  (March  5),  however,  pre- 
vented the  water  toning  down,  and  if  any  more  rain 
falls  the  season  will  close  very  badly.  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  fish  of  note  being  taken  during  the 
week  except  a  small  roach  at  Henley.  It  a 
blue  colour,  with  rainbow  colours  running  along 
the  centre.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  informs  me  tliat  the 
fish  was  a  young  "azurine,"  or  blue  roach,  and  that 
they  are  occasionally  caught  at  Henley  up  to  |lb. 
in  weight.  On  Monday  (March  2)  I  had  a  splendid 
trip,  despite  the  rain,  with  Mr.  Hobbs  (under  the 
guidance  of  "  the  General  from  Shiplake,  through 
Wargrave,  to  Henley.  The  water  was  too  thick 
for  fishing,  but  we  had  a  brace  of  jack. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  the  river 

has  been  high,  very  thick,  and  quite  out  of  condi- 
tion for  fishing.  Before  this  the  rough  winds  made 
angling  impossible.  A  large  number  ^f  "  bankers  " 
were  down  on  March  1,  some  of  whom  were  almost 
blown  from  their  pitch ;  needless  to  say  there  were 
very  few  roach  taken.  If  we  get  no  more  rain  the 
river  should  be  right  for  roach  fishing  by  the  week 
end.  Pike  fishing  should  be  all  right  by  the  early 
part  of  next  week,  but  another  downpour  of  rain  will 
spoil  it  for  the  finish  of  the  season. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — During  the 
week  on  this  stretch  of  water  for  five  miles  the 
weather  has  been  very  mild  for  the  time  of  the 
year.  Midday  the  wind  has  been  strong.  Roach 
fishing  has  been  quiet,  but  the  pike  have  been 
giving  grand  sport.  Some  forty  fish  have  been  had 
up  to  41b.  each.  Anglers  have  been  well  satisfied 
under  the  present  strong  winds ;  we  are  looking  for 
a  grand  finish  next  week  for  the  present  season. 
Pike  are  numerous. — John  O.  George,  Beche  road, 
Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  long  waited 
for  1st  March,  or  rather  the  2nd,  was  not  at  all 
favourable  from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  inasmuch 
as  a  terrific  storm  raged  the  whole  of  the  day  on 
Monday,  and  as  far  as  can  be  gathered  at  the  time 
of  writing  not  a  single  angler  ventured  to  throw  a 
line.  The  weather  on  March  1  was  somewhat 
promising,  although  the  heavy  rain  previous  resulted 
in  a  lot  of  flood  water  coming  down,  but  the  com- 
plete deluge  on  Sunday  night  and  Monday 
vanquished  all  hopes  of  anxious  anglers.  The 
amount  of  flood  water  that  has  come  down  from  the 
moors  should  do  any  amount  of  good  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season.  Fish  are  reported  to  be 
plentiful  down  the  river,  and  the  flood  should  bring 
them  up  the  stream,  so  this  augurs  well  from  local 
anglers'  point  of  view. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — We  have  had  a  lot 
of  rain  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and  with  the 
river  in  partial  flood  from  time  to  time  fishing  of 
any  kind  has  been  in  abeyance. — H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  severe  gales  and 
heavy  rainfalls  have  prevented  the  season  opening 
with  any  success,  and  it  will  be  some  days  before 
trout  anglers  will  be  able  to  open  the  fishing  with 
any  possibility  of  success.  All  fishing  operations 
both  in  rivers,  canals,  and  ponds  have  been  stopped. 
At  the  Burlescombe  and  Tiverton  Canal  some  pike 
have  been  taken  going  from  51b.  to  81b.  only.  The 
fishing  in  the  Great  Western  canals,  from  Tiverton 
(Devon)  to  Burlescombe,  and  from  Taunton  to 
Bridgwater,  has  been  secured  by  an  anghng  club 
at  Taunton.  Mr.  Prickman  has  on  show  a  perch 
weighing  21b.  6oz.,  taken  from  the  Exeter  Canal. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Feu  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
Winds  have  interfered  a  little  with  angling  during 
the  past  week,  but  on  the  whole  some  good  captures 
were  made.  Perhaps  the  best  place  for  yielding 
heavy  fish  was  the  lower  end  of  the  Forty-foot. 
The  principal  points  on  this  water  were  Hubbert's 
Bridge,  near  Swineshead  and  Billingborough.  The 
best  fish  on  the  water  is  said  to  have  reached  151b. 
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be  glad  if  Mr.  Hough  would  send  me  a  foot  or  so  of 
the  heavy  line  he  refers  to,  and  say  if  it  is  tapered  or 
not.  Heavy  Unes  are  used  here,  but  with  a  long 
taper  to  a  very  fine  end.  A  level  heavy  taper  would 
be  almost  impossible  in  dry  fly  fishing  for  our  shy 
trout  in  bright,  shallow  streams.  Mr.  W.  Baden- 
Powell  tried  an  8jOz.  Leonard  tournament  rod  in 
the  tests  he  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Feb.  21.  and  found  he  could  do  better  with  rods 
made  by  AUcock  and  Hardy.  True  it  was  a  bad  day 
for  the  trial,  but  as  bad  for  the  EngUsh  as  for  the 
American  rods. — R.  B.  Maeston.J 


-\fijire  Gauze  2>is( 

Wire  Gauze  T^xitdctiori 
-foT  GasPijK 

The  firm  has  in  construction  several  large  tank  cars 
with  cylinders  attached,  to  enable  them  to  trans- 
port a  greater  quantity  of  live  fish."— From  Marine 
Review  and  Marine  Record. 


THE  GLUE  OF  GLUES. 


SWISS  DEVICE  FOE  CAEKYING 
LIVE  FISH. 


Henry  G.  Morgan,  United  States  Consul  at 
Lucerne,  transmits  to  the  State  Department  at 
Washington  an  account  of  a  Swiss  device  for 
carrying  live  fish.  It  would  seem  upon  a  super- 
ficial view  to  have  commercial  advantages,  in  that 
it  permits  the  sale  of  live  fish  upon  the  market. 
Mr.  Morgan  says  ; — 

"  I  give  herewith  a  diagram  of  a  device  patented 
by  Gmur,  Maurer  &  Wiget,  of  Lucerne,  for  the 
transportation  of  live  fish.  The  cyUnder  attached 
is  charged  with  compressed  oxygen,  and  auto- 
matically allows  the  required  amount  of  gas  to 
descend  by  means  of  a  tube,  imder  a  very  fine 


For  many  years  now  we  have  used  and  recom- 
mended "  Le  Page's  Liquid  Fish  Glue,"  and  it  gives 
us  pleasure  to  do  so  again,  as  it  is  a  never-failing 
friend  to  have  in  the  house.  It  is  always  ready  for 
use,  always  strong,  and 
answers  admirably  for 
any  purpose  for  which 
either  gum  or  glue  are 
required.  We  beUeve 
that  in  America  it  is 
almost  exclusively  used 
in  gluing  up  the  sections 
of  spht-cane  rods.  It  is 
sold  in  neat  httle  bottles, 
also  in  tins,  by  the  best 
hardware  and  general 
stores. 

It  is  advisable  to  make 
quite  sure  that  you  are 
getting  Le  Page's  Fish 
Glue,    and     not  some 
wretched  substitute,  for,  as  with  Carter's  Little 
Liver  Pills,  their  great  success  has  given  rise  to 
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The  pike-fishing  competition  in  connection  with  the 
Stamford  Jolly  Anglers'  Society  took  place  on  the 
Kiver  Nene  at  Cotterstock  on  Thursday.  About 
thirty  fish  were  landed.  Mr.  A.  McAdam  took  the 
first  prize  with  a  fish  which  scaled  over  111b  Mr  E 
Wardle  followed  with  a  fish  nearly  the  same  weight.' 
ihe  fishing  took  place  in  Lord  Melville's  water — 
Limpet. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— The  fishing 
season  on  this  lake  began  on  Monday  under  verv 
unfavourable  circumstances;   the  effects  of  the 
recent  cyclone  and  the  snow  have  been  apparent  in 
the  muddy  colour  of  the  water  and  the  great  cold. 
J-hree  anglers  were  out  yesterday,  and  considering 
the  almost  impossible  conditions  they  did  fairly 
well,    ihe  fish  taken  were  in  very  good  condition, 
and  were  quite  pink  when  cooked.    Last  year's 
fashing  season  was  the  best  for  very  many  years,  not 
only  in  the  number  of  fish  taken,  but  also  in  their 
weight  and  condition.    Several  anglers  killed  over 
a  hundred  fish  each,  and  two  (Messrs.  Crowther  and 
Malpass)  killed  ovei  two  hundred  each,  Mr.  Malpass 
'^i  1^®  ''^'^  "^'^^  259  trout,  weighing  1601b. 
Ihe  fish  have  spawned  well,  and  in  the  hatchery 
there  are  at  the  present  time  60,000  fry  ready  to 
turn  out.    Last  year  a  large  number  of  rainbow 
trout  were  turned  out,  and  they  have  done  well  • 
they  have  grown  splendidly,  and  rise  freely.  The 
tolJowing  flies  are  recommended :— Butcher,  Zulu 
March  Brown,  Claret  and  Grouse,  Teal  and  Black,' 
Teal  and  Red   Teal  and  Green,  and  Black  Gnat. 
J^or  trollmg,  the  natural  minnow  kills  better  than 
any  of  the  artificial  ones.    The  best  time  to  fish  this 
lake  IS  from  now  till  J une.    Last  year  Mr.  Crowther 
made  good  baskets  nearly  every  day  in  September. 
The  best  fish  killed  last  year  weighed  2|lb. ;  it  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Malpass  on  a  Butcher. -Long  Drift 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Boisterous,  rainy  weather 
has  again  been  the  order,  but  in  spite  of  the  un- 
favourable conditions  some  good  class  roach  have 
had  to  face  the  landing-net.  The  rains  have  given 
the  river  a  nice  colour,  and  should  better  welther 
be  experienced  I  anticipate  good  sport.  The  rains 
have  improved  the  prospects  for  the  great  A  B  S 
competition  on  March  22.  Since  I  last  wrote  the 
Broxbourne.  Rye  House,  Ware,  and  Hertford  waters 
have  fished  best  for  roach,  and  in  the  Ware  district 
1  hear  that  an  ISJlb.  basket  of  these  fish  fell  to  the 
rod  of  J.  Baldock,  a  local  angler.  Other  anglers 
have  taken  roach  and  dace  there  and  at  Hertford 
Another  brace  of  trout  has  been  landed  and  returned 
to  the  liver  m  the  last-named  district.  Some  chub 
have  been  creeled  at  Cheshunt  in  preserved  waters, 
ine  btort  and  Beane  are  in  condition.  Perch  fishine 
closed  on  the  A.  A.  waters  of  the  Stort  and  Lea  on 
Saturday  (Feb.  28).— Izaak  Walton. 

Luggr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  streams  have  been  visited  with  most  wretched 
weather  of  late,  and  for  two  days  last  week  it  would 
not  have  been  safe  to  be  on  the  bank  for  fear  of 
being  blown  into  the  river.  The  water  is  high  and 
muddy,  and  quite  out  of  fishing  order,  and  the 
trout  season  up  to  the  present  cannot  be  said  to 
have  begun  There  is  a  little  better  prospect  to-day, 
March  4.  We  have  had  two  fine  days,  and  the 
water  is  going  down  and  clearing,  and  if  it  keeps 
fine  sport  should  be  had  next  week  with  fly  and 
worm.  The  Pinsley  is  eoloured.-GwYNNE 
Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).- 
A  a  week  past  rivers  have  been  high  and  muddy 
and  still  contmue.  Though  the  weather  has  been 
fine  to-day  (March  4).  the  glass  having  risen  a  little 
still  remams  very  low,  and  the  outlook  is  bv  no 
means  promising.    Yet  should  the  elements  prove 
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favourable  it  may  be  possible  to  resume  fishing  the 
middle  of  coming  week,  and  the  best  flies  should  be 
February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Cowdung, 
Olive  Dun,  and  Dark  Willow.— R  T.  Williams 

Nene  (Peterborough).— The  rough  weather  we 
have  had  for  some  days  past,  coupled  with  the 
heavy  rams,  has  put  angling  out  of  gear  for  the 
present.  J ust  now  the  river  is  unfishable,  but  when 
we  get  an  improvement  there  ought  to  be  some  good 
roach  and  rudd  fishing.  The  only  pike  capture  I 
have  heard  of  since  my  last  report  is  in  the  river 
near  the  paper  mills,  Northampton,  by  Mr  W 
-e'"T's  °^       larger  of  two  being  lOJlb. 

TXT***u®'o^^"^-^®^^^  Salterton).— The  opening  day, 
March  2,  proved  a  failure,  owing  to  the  flooded 
state  ot  the  river,  and  no  fishing  was  attempted 
until  Wednesday  (March  4).  The  river  was  very 
lull  and  discoloured,  but  several  anglers  were  out 
on  the  Rolle  as  well  as  other  portions,  and  a  few 
,  were  creeled.  There  were  a  good  many  Duns 
and  March  Browns  in  evidence  about  1.30  p.m.,  but 
the  fash  took  no  notice  whatever  of  them  In 
certain  parts,  where  the  stream  ran  quiet  and  not 
over  three  feet  in  depth,  trout  occasionally  took  the 
sunk  fly.  A  rod  at  Tipton,  St.  John's,  got  four 
brace,  some  of  which  were  in  fair  condition,  and 
some  good  fish  were  also  taken  on  the  Rolle  water. 
February  Red  Blue  Upright,  and  Silver  Twist  were 
the  favourite  flies.  The  water  should  be  in  splendid 
trim  for  the  next  week  if  no  more  rain  falls.— 
Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— We  are  finishing  up  the 
season  m  the  usual  way  among  the  jack,  any  numbers 
are  bemg  taken  (and  lost)  as  they  have  been  feeding 
very  well  all  the  week,  and  all  rods  are  coming  in 
well  satisfied  with  the  strain  they  have  withstood 
averaging  seven  per  day,  and  the  river  is  now  in 
splendid  condition  for  reaching.  The  rain  has  just 
given  It  the  desired  tint.  The  best  jack  was  only 
lOlb.  however,— A.  Scahd. 

^  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— River  grand  ;  tempera- 

ture settled  ;  wind  S.W.  Thirteen  good  pike  taken 
during  last  five  days,  up  to  12flb.,  from  lOAIb.  up  to 
Saturday,  Feb.  28;  that  date  finishes  our  weighing 
in  for  them.  Roach  have  come  on  again;  one  rod 
on  Monday  had  sixty,  averaging  lib.  each.— E 

COLLINSON. 

,  (St-  Neots).— Fishing  the  last   week  has 

been  a  fight  with  the  elements,  and  the  fisherman 
has  not  come  off  best,  nothing  of  any  size  having 
been  landed ;  the  best  I  have  seen  is  6Jlb.,  but  I 
think  if  the  wmd  only  drops  for  a  time  some  good 
catches  will  be  taken,  as  the  river  is  in  splendid 
coridition  and  the  last  few  days  of  fishing  should 
yield  good  sport. — Radwell. 

Plymouth.— The  glorious  first  arrived  with  tem- 
pestuous winds,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  a 
fly  on  the  water,  and  the  snow  and  hail  on  the  moor 
cold  enough  to  freeze  you,  therefore  there  was  not 
nauch  done.  Those,  however,  that  did  go  out  had 
nice  baskets,  notably  on  the  Dart,  Walkham  and 
lavy  The  best  flies  are  the  Partridge  Hackle 
March  Browns,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  and  Pheasant  Tail' 
ihe  rivers  were  bank  high,  but  they  will  soon  run 
down  if  we  do  not  get  much  more  rain.— William 
Heard  ER. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— The  last  week  in  February  will  long  be 
remembered  for  a  continuation  of  storms  and 
tempests,  which  on  Friday  culminated  in  a  regular 
hurricane  that  uprooted  trees  and  did  much 
damage  in  other  ways.  March  also  came  in  "  like  a 
lion,"  the  first  day  of  that  month  being  very  stormy 
with  sleet  and  rain  throughout  the  day  and  a  fall  of 
snow  at  night.  On  the  second  day  of  this  month 
the  trout  fishing  season  is  supposed  to  commence  in 
this  neighbourhood,  and  a  more  unpropitious  out- 
look than  on  that  morning  could  not  possibly  be 
conceived.  With  snow  inches  deep  covering  the 
ground,  the  barometer  pointing  to  much  rain  a 
very  cold  north-west  wind  blowing  '-great  guns  " 
and  all  these  rivers  flooded  with  snow  broth,  angling 
of  course  was  quite  out  of  the  question.— Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Wind  and  weather  have 
been  altogether  against  angling,  and  sport  has  been 
very  quiet.     Mr.  R.  Anderson,  of  the  Cambridc^e 
Brothers,   and  Mr.    Geo.    Staples,   of  the 
G.P.O.  Club,  have  taken  a  few  nice  roach  up  to 
lib.  ea,ch  in  weight,  aud  some  bream,  but  small 
JNo  jack  of  any  size  have  been  captured.  The  water 
IS  n.jw  in  splendid  colour  and  stream  for  the  end  of 
the  season,  and  some  good  fish  ought  to  be  bagged 
Coloured  paste  or  gentles  should  be  best  for  roach 
and  spmning  for  jack  with  a  natural  bait  the  best 
lure.— W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Taw  (N.  Devon) — Rivers  very  high  and  unfit  for 
fashmg.  It  is  many  years  since  they  were  so  full  of 
water  m  March,  and  if  the  rivers  Were  not  let  we 
should  expect  a  very  good  season.  Salmon  fishing 
starts  on  April  1,  and  no  doubt  some  early  fish  will 
be  taken.    The  high  winds  have  blown  down  the 
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rotten  pieces  of  wood  which  overhung  the  stream.— 
Rusty  Game. 

r.t''?®^T^,^'''®"L  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
canal.— The  weather  during  the  week  has  been 
adverse  to  angling  prospects.  We  have  had  in  the 
south  a  few  hours'  bright  sunshine,  but  the  wind  has 
veered  to  all  points  of  the  compass.  Rivers  are 
thick  and  unfishable  in  most  districts,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  we  shall  get  any  more  fishing  this  season. 
A  tew  anglers  have  tried  Chichester  Canal  with  but 
indifferent  results.  A  pike  of  S^lb.  and  a  few  small 
bream  are  all  I  have  to  note.  Trout  are  fairly 
numerous  in  the  western  streams,  which  are  lot  at 
high  rentals.  There  are  a  few  waters  in  the 
Chichester  district  where  permission  may  be 
obtained,  but  the  trout  run  small  and  are  not 
numerous. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
still  running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  bad- 
hail,  rain,  snow,  thvmder  and  lightning,  and  a  gale 
of  wind  has  been  blowing  ;  the  water  continues 
high,  and  angling  up  to  the  present  has  been  quiet 
The  opening  day  for  trout  fishing  was  quite  a 
failure.  Smce  Monday  there  has  been  two  fine 
days,  and  the  water  has  gone  down  rapidly  and  is 
beginning  to  clear;  if  we  get  no  more  rain  there 
should  be  a  prospect  of  some  sport  being  had  next 
week.  On  Wednesday  some  anglers  were  out  and 
used  worm,  but  sport  was  very  slow,  only  a  few 
trout  being  landed,  the  fish  being  ui  fair  condition. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  now 
running  coloured  and  high,  but  are  going  down,  and 
should  be  in  order  by  Monday,  when  good  sport 
will  be  had  in  these  rivers,  there  being  plenty  of 
fish  in  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  weather  has 

been  very  bad  up  till  Monday— rain,  snow,  hail, 
thunder  and  lightning,  and  a  gale  of  wind  has  been 
blowmg  for  three  days  and  has  completely  stopped 
fishing  for  a  time.  There  was  a  change  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  and  it  was  fine,  but  rain  still 
threatens.  The  river  continues  to  run  coloured  and 
high,  but  is  going  down  and  clearing  nicely  and 
should  be  in  good  order  by  the  end  of  the  week. 
Trout  fishing  has  not  been  successful  as  yet,  but 
will  be  in  this  part  as  there  are  plenty  of  good  fish 
in  the  river. — Worcester. 

Torcross  Ley  (S.  Devon).— Some  good  catches 
of  rudd  are  now  being  had  with  paste,  and  several 
of  the  rudd  turned  the  scale  at  21b.  and  over,  the 
largest  scaling  21b.  4oz.  The  perch  are  also  well  on 
the  feed,  and  taking  the  worm  freely.  Pike  are 
running  fairly  well.  Mr.  Warner  landed  six  one 
afternoon,  the  largest  7 Jib. — W. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  Tyne  at  time  of  writing  is  again  out 
of  order  through  the  high  winds  and  heavy  rain. 
Rod  fishing  is  almost  at  a  standstill  ;  n  .  doubt  when 
the  river  runs  into  a  more  favourable  condition 
good  sport  will  result.  The  Coquet  during  the  past 
week  has  fished  better.  The  4th  of  March  opens 
the  season  for  brown  trout,  and  good  sport  will  no 
doubt  be  the  result.  There  has  been  several  good 
baskets  of  trout  killed  on  the  Wansbeck.  This 
river  is  in  splendid  condition  for  worm  and  minnow 
fishing.  Mr.  McMorn,  a  resident  of  Morpeth,  in  two 
days'  fishing  killed  eighty-six  trout;  the  heaviest 
fish  turned  the  scale  at  IJlb. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  87,  Gray-street,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge). — The 
trout  season  commenced  here  on  Monday,  March  2. 
Unfortunately,  the  rivers  were  all  in  very  high 
flood,  but  several  fishermen  that  were  fond  of  the 
worm  had  very  good  baskets  of  trout.  With  fine 
weather  I  think  some  good  sport  is  likely  to  be  had 
with  the  fly.  Best  killers  are  March  Brown,  Light 
and  Dark  Blue  ;  Dark  Blue  is  a  favourite  just  now. 
— Pontsenny. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lines).  — 
The  weather  has  been  all  against  roach  fishino-  on 
the  Witham,  but  sundry  pike  from  51b.  to  81b.  have 
fallen  to  the  troll  ers  near  Langrick.  At  Bardney, 
where  sport  has  been  good  lately,  nothing  has 
exceeded  51b.  The  best  specimens  have  fallen  to 
spinning  the  live  bait ;  live  bait  is  certainly  the  best 
for  these  fish.  Maggots  and  yellow  paste  have 
accounted  for  a  few  roach.  Lincoln  anglers  have 
implicit  faith  in  the  ochre-coloured  paste,  but 
maggots  have  brought  to  bank  best  fish.  A  few 
pike  have  been  captured  in  the  old  Barhng's  Eau. 
On  the  drains,  near  Boston,  roach  fishing  has  been 
very  flat,  but  some  fairly  good  pike  have  been 
caught  on  the  Hobhole  at  East  Ville.  A  number  of 
pike  have  been  caught  in  the  Moimt  Pleasant  drain 
between  Mount  Pleasant  and  Banker's  Hill,  and 
also  in  the  Bellwater  section. — Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Up  to  Saturday  last  all  the  rivers 
had  run  down  and  some  fair  sport  was  met  with. 
Since  then,  March  has  come  in  like  a  lion,  for 
there  has  been  high  winds,  rain,  and  snowstorms; 
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therefore,  anglers  for  roach,  dace,  chub  and  pike 
have  been  handicapped.  The  river  Yore  has  been 
full  of  snow  broth,  butto-day(Wednesday)is  running 
in  quickly.  During  the  last  few  days  in  the 
district  of  Leyburn  and  Middlehara  the  Rev.  Father 
Murphy,  J.  Longbotham,  J.  Lewin,  and  others  have 
been  getting  a  few  grayling,  dace,  and  roach.  At 
Masham  and  Tanfield  nothing  will  be  done  until 
the  opening  days  of  the  trout  season.  In  the 
districts  of  Ripon  and  Boroughbridge  fair 
sport  has  been  met  with  the  pike.  On  Wednesday 
Mr.  J.  Dobbie  and  others  had  very  fair  sport  with 
live  baiting.  Below  Boroughbridge  down  to  Myton 
there  has  been  very  little  done.  The  Wharfe  ran 
down  considerably  by  last  Saturday.  In  the  district 
of  Pool,  Harewood,  and  CoUingham  a  number  of 
rodsters  have  been  out.  Sport  has  ruled  only 
moderate  amongst  roach  and  dace.  On  the  Hare- 
wood  length  very  fair  sport  has  been  met  with  the 
jack.  On  Saturday  {Feb.  28)  Mr.  J.  Grassham 
caught  five  very  nice  pike,  ranging  from  41b.  to 
71b.,  partly  with  live  bait  and  spinning.  Mr.  W. 
Grassham  had  a  very  nice  pike  the  same  day. 
Beyond  Wetherby  and  Boston  Spa  no  anglers 
have  been  out  owing  to  the  high  state  of 
water.  On  some  of  the  border  streams  trout  fishing 
has  commenced.  Some  very  fair  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  caught  on  the  Eden  at  Kirby  Stephen 
and  Warcop.  The  season  opened  on  the  newly- 
formed  club  water  of  the  Wyresdale  Angling  Club 
on  March  1.  About  seven  members  put  in  appear- 
ance on  the  opening  day,  and  a  few  good  baskets 
\  were  made.  The  best  basket  was  made  by  Mr. 
J.  A.  Moxon,  of  Leeds,  his  basket  of  trout  weighing 
121b.  lloz.  Considering  the  water  was  full  of  snow- 
broth,  Mr.  Moxon  is  to  be  complimented  on  his  fine 
catch.  I  understand  that  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  on 
Saturday  next  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  the 
question  of  adopting  a  universal  rod  licence  is  to  be 
brought  forward,  the  idea  being  to  empower  the 
board  to  take  measures  for  the  protection  of  coarse 
fish  in  the  waters  within  the  board's  jurisdiction. 
There  has  been  a  strong  feeling  throughout  among 
the  "coarse  fishers"  in  Yorkshire  for  some  time  at 
being  compelled  to  take  out  trout  licences  to  fiah 
waters  when  the  chances  of  ever  capturing  a  trout 
are  very  remote.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  anglers 
would  welcome  the  licence  and  gladly  pay  their 
shilling  towards  the  proper  protection  of  the  waters, 
but  at  present  they  fail  to  see  why  they  should 
have  to  contribute  towards  the  protection  of 
salmon  and  trout  when  they  are  not  privileged  to 
fish  in  waters  containing  such.  The  protection  of 
undersized  fish  is  sadly  required.  I  hear  there  are 
a  few  vacancies  in  the  Knaresborough  Anglers'  Club. 
The  entrance  fee  is  £3  10s.,  annual  subscription  30s., 
and  considering  that  this  club  has  its  own  hatchery 
and  over  thirteen  miles  of  fishing  it  is  not  out  of 
the  way. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Deveron  (Banffshire). — During  the  past  week  a 
good  deal  of  rain  fell  and  light  showers  of  snow, 
so  that  anglers  as  yet  have  scarcely  got  a  chance 
of  enjoying  sport.  At  present  the  river  is  in  fair 
flood,  the  water  being  mixed  with  snow  and  out  of 
condition.  In  the  morning  and  at  night  keen  frost 
prevails.  Consequently  little  or  no  fishing  has  been 
got  on  the  Deveron  since  the  opening.  Under  the  new 
Act  angling  for  trout  commenced  on  Monday  last. 
The  spring  trout  fishing  on  this  river  is  generally 
good,  and  there  is  every  appearance,  when  the  atmo- 
spheric conditions  are  more  favourable,  that  excellent 
sport  will  be  got.  Although  unfavourable  for  rod 
fishing,  the  river  has  been  in  fairly  good  order  for 
net  fishing.  The  heavy  water  has  allowed  fish  to 
enter,  and  the  fishermen  have  netted  a  larger 
number  of  salmon  the  few  weeks  they  have  been  at 
work  than  they  did  the  first  month  of  the  season 
last  year.  Of  course,  last  year  they  had  to  contend 
with  the  floating  ice.  Owing  to  the  rough  sea  along 
the  coast  it  is  only  at  long  intervals  that  the  fisher- 
men can  get  out  to  examine  the  nets,  and  the  yield 
of  salmon  from  the  various  stations  is  small.  The 
flsh  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  largest 
weighed  close  on  201b.  A  few  sea-trout  have  been 
caught  averaging  in  weight  a  little  over  lib.  For 
the  week  five  boxes  from  the  Deveron  district  and 
two  boxes  from  the  Gardenstown  fishing  were  sent 
to  the  marktts. — H.  W. 

.^Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  Monday,  Feb.  23,  Mr, 
A.  C.  Johnson  killed  a  nice  salmon  of  21^1b.,  and 
Mr.  Philip  Gcen,  Richmond,  had  two  salmon,  weigh 
ing  221b.  and  91b.  respectively.  On  Feb.  26  Mr. 
Geen  landed  three  salmon,  221b.,  141b.,  and  8|lb.— 

S.  TiLSTON. 

Loch  Tay  (Zillin  Hotel).— On  Feb.  18,  Mr.  C 
Wheen,  London,  landed  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  171b 
On  Feb.  25,  Mrs.  Berger,  London,  one  of  211b.  On 
Feb.  26,  Mr.  S.  Berger,  London,  one  of  161b.  On 
March  2,  Mr.  Norris,  Midwood,  one  of  181b.  ;  and 
Mr.  Percy,  Midwood,  one  of  18^1b.    On  March  3, 


Mr.  Percy,  Midwood,  two  of  301b.  and  161b.;  and 
Mr.  J.  Howarth  one  of  15lb.— H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingall). — On  Fortingall  Hotel  water, 
on  March  3,  Captain  Grahame  had  a  salmon  of 
181b.,  and  on  March  4  another  of  181b.— Sxewakt. 

South- West  of  Scotland.— There  have  been  con- 
tinual downpours  of  rain  since  last  week's  report, 
and  the  rivers  have  been  running  in  full  flood. 
Angling  opened  exactly  a  week  ago  in  the  Border 
district,  and  the  rivers  in  the  Galloway  Stewartry 
and  Ayrshire  districts  opened  at  the  same  time. 
Anglers  have  not  been  able  to  make  a  beginning 
until  to-day  (Wednesday)  when  the  waters 
were  full  of  melted  snow.  In  the  Annan 
and  the  lower  reaches  Mr.  Loudon  landed  a  salmon, 
but  it  proved  to  be  a  kelt,  and  was  returned 
to  the  water.  The  nets  in  the  Solway  on  the 
Sandrig,  near  Annan,  have  been  getting  some  nice 
spring  salmon.  A  nice  catch  was  taken  on  the 
opening  day.  as  also  a  day  or  two  after,  so  that 
spring  fish  are  running  to  the  rivers.  The  weather 
is  still  unsettled,  and  more  rain  fell  this  (Wednesday) 
morning.  Given  more  settled  conditions  the  rivers 
should  be  in  order  by  Saturday  for  the  fly. — 
Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been 
very  unsettled,  and  there  has  been  a  considerable 
rainfall.  The  river  Tay  is  still  running  very  high, 
and  consequently  very  little  sport  has  been  got. 
Fishing  on  Lower  Stanley  on  March  3,  Mr.  J.  Henry 
Douglas  killed  one  salmon  of  151b.  Mr.  J.  S.  Mowat, 
fishing  for  Mr.  C.  Birkin  on  Benchill  water,  on  Feb. 
27,  landed  one  salmon  of  221b.  Fishing  Burnmouth 
Stobhall  water  on  March  3,  Mr.  Alex  von  Heyder 
killed  one  salmon  of  17^1b.  The  boatman,  fishing 
on  Lower  Battleby  water,  on  March  2,  landed  one 
salmon  of  261b. ;  and  on  the  Upper  Beat  on  the 
following  day,  one  of  141b.  Fishing  Edradynate 
water  on  Feb.  28,  Capt.  H.  J.  Pearith  landed  one 
salmon  of  18^1b. ;  and  on  Pitnacree  water,  Lieut. 
R.  Pearith  killed  one  fish  of  221b.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Owing  to  the  continued  flooding  of  the  rivers,  salmon 
angling  has  not  been  engaged  in.  Mr.  Stewart,  on 
Floors  Upper  Water,  on  March  2,  had  a  salmon  of 
121b.  The  close  time  for  trout  having  expired  on 
Feb.  28,  many  anglers  took  advantage  of  the  state 
of  the  rivers,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been 
secured  with  bait  lure.  On  March  2.  on  Eden,  Mr. 
Thompson  had  81b. ;  Mr.  J.  Hogg  81b.  (Eden) ;  Mr. 
E.  Bond,  41b.  (Tweed)  ;  Mr.  F.  Stefani,  41b.  (Teviot) ; 
Mr.  Cruikshanks,  91b.  (Tweed).  On  the  3rd,  Mr.  J. 
Hogg,  121b.  (Eden);  Mr.  Bond,  lUb.  (Eden);  Mr. 
Melrose,  81b.  (Eden);  Mr.  W.  Ross,  51b.  (Teviot); 
Mr.  R.  Robertson,  61b.  (Teviot);  Mr.  Stefani,  41b. 
(Teviot)  ;  Mr.  J.  Murray,  61b.  (Tweed)  ;  Mr.  S. 
Wright,  lOJlb.  (Tweed)  ;  Mr.  Thompson,  161b. 
(Eden).  On  the  4th,  Mr.  Morris,  Worksop,  had  a 
salmon  of  101b.  on  Hendersyde  Water,  and  landed 
three  kelts. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).  —  Very  un- 
favourable weather  for  fishing  this  last  fortnight. 
Snow  and  hail  with  high  winds  have  prevailed,  and 
no  anglers  have  ventured  out.  The  spring  fish  are 
now  up. — Jock  Scott. 

Belfast  and  District —The  remaining  rivers  in 
this  locality  opened  on  March  1,  with  every  one  a 
raging  torrent  after  the  rainstorm  of  last  week. 
The  small  streams  are  now  in  fair  order,  but  it  will 
be  the  end  of  the  week  before  the  main  rivers  are 
sufficiently  toned  down  for  fly  fishing.  On  the 
Crossgar,  on  March  3,  Mr.  J.  J.  Lon£,head  and  Mr. 
James  Murray  killed  nine  and  eight  trout  respec- 
tively, chiefly  on  the  March  Brown.  The  trout, 
which  ran  from  ^Ib.  to  lib.,  were  in  good  condition. 
Scarcely  anything  was  done  on  the  Clady, 
Glenavy,  Crumlin,  Lagan,  etc.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  last 
week  Mr.  W.  T.  Braithwaite  was  re-elected  president, 
Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor  hon.  sec,  and  Mr.  J.  Murray 
treasurer.  The  patrons  are:  His  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Marquis  of  Dufferm  and  Ava, 
Earl  Annesley,  Viscount  Massereone  and  Ferrard, 
and  Viscount  Charlemont.  The  repjrt,  which  shows 
a  membership  of  over  200,  expresses  the  thanks  of 
the  association  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  hon.  sec.  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  ;  Mr.  A.  C.  Sheen,  Stockwell  Club  ; 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  Central  Association ;  and  to  hon. 
sec".  York  Amalgamated  Anglers  for  copies  of  the 
rules  of  their  respective  clubs. — J.  A.  B. 


Blaokwater  (co.  Cork). — -This  river  has  been  in 
a  high  state  of  flood  during  the  week,  consequently 
no  salmon  anglers  were  able  to  go  out.  The  rain 
has  now  cleared  off,  and  if  it  continues  fine  the 
river  should  be  in  condition  by  the  beginning  of 
next  week. — W.  Haynes  &  Son, 

Buudrowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— The  weather 
during  the  past  week  has  been  dreadful  in  this 
locality,  with  a  full  gale  from  the  S.W.  and  con- 
tinuous heavy  falls  of  snow  and  sleet;  in  conse- 
quence the  river  is  in  a  very  swollen  state  and 
quite  unfishable.  T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  managed 
somehow  to  land  a  handsome  fresh  run  salmon  of 
13Jlb.  on  Feb.  27,  and  even  though  the  weather 
was  stormy  a  lot  of  fresh  run  salmon  were  taken  in 
the  box  fishery  during  the  past  week,  and  salnion 
are  passing  through  the  river  rapidly  on  this  high 
flood  to  Lough  Melvin. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Water  very  high  and  unsettled 
during  the  week  ;  rain  now  appears  to  have  cleared 
off,  and  excellent  sport  is  looked  forward  to  during 
coming  week.  On  Mashonaglass,  W.  T.  Crawshay 
had  one  salmon,  101b.,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Bowring  two, 
7Jlb.  and  8|lb.  On  Oak  Grove,  G.  M.  levers  two, 
lUb.,  131b.  On  Low  Ardilaunes,  J.  B.  Massey 
three,  71b.,  131b..  151b.  On  Nettleville,  Robt. 
Nettles  one,  8Jlb.  ;  H.  Welch  Thornton  two,  91b. 
and  131b.,  and  O.  Llewellyn,  two,  8^1  b.  and  9 Jib. 
On  Nadrid.  Major  Gubbins,  R.A.,  two,  121b.,  121b. 
On  Fargus,  Sir  Francis  Denys,  Bart.,  one,  12Jlb. 
On  Carhue,  Admiral  Jeffreys,  two.  1  lib.  and  231b. 
On  Clashaneur,  A.  W.  Allen,  one,  71b.  On  Castle- 
inch,  J.  O'Brien,  four,  71b..  101b.,  101b.,  121b.,  and 
P.  Hawkes,  one,  1  lib.  At  Carrigrohane,  M.  Murphy, 
one,  111b.  At  Macroom,  R.Ashe,  one,  131b.— W. 
Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Corrib  (Eilheg,  co.  Galway). — No 
fishing  here  last  week  on  account  of  the  storm  and 
cold  rain,  and  the  water  very  muddy.  One  fisher- 
man on  Feb.  28  landed  a  nice  salmon  of  111b.  on 
the  Blue  Phantom,  near  the  steamer  landing  oppo- 
site Doctor  Colohan's  fishing  lodge.  Weather  just 
changing,  prospects  for  the  coming  week  good. — 
T.  M. 

Loughs  nXask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Smce 
last  report  weather  has  been  against  fishing,  and 
anglers  have  been  unable  to  take  advantage  of  the 
gentle  art.  However,  a  chance  of  fine  weather  has 
come  at  last,  and  anglers  may  look  forward  to  good 
sport  on  lake  and  river.  Doctor  Pelly,  on  March  3, 
caught  four  nice  trout,  of  IJlb.,  21b.,  2Jlb.,  and  a 
beauty  of  441b.— J.  A.  J. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Heavy  storms  have  prevailed  here  during 
the  past  week,  which  put  the  river  out  of  order; 
both  lakes  again  very  high,  therefore  no  angling 
during  the  past  week.  As  I  write,  the  weather 
looks  settled. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  past  week  has 
seen  the  water  up  again  to  a  very  high  mark.  Rain 
has  fallen  to  an  excessive  amount,  and  most  of  the 
pools  are  out  of  ply.  The  recent  storm  did  an  im- 
mense amount  of  damage  in  the  woods  and  several 
mighty  trees  by  the  riverside  lie  prostrate.  Pro- 
spects of  sport  will  not  improve  until  the  river 
reduces  in  volume. — J.  Enright  &  Son. 


Trout  flies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d  per  dozen. 
Double  wing  Uoating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material— wings, 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skms. 
Laige  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality, 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts,  is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is-  each  Hy 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varmsh,  etc.— J .  miller 
(Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers  Depot,  19,  New  btatiou- 
street,  Leeds.    Telegrams  :  "Piscator,  Leeds. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal.— There  have  been  some  very  decent  takes 
of  good  codling  this  last  two  days ;  no  doubt  the 
wild  unsettled  weather  accounts  for  this.  Prospects 
appear  to  point  to  early  spruig  fishing. — Edvpard 
Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.)  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Fowey. — We  have  had  very  stormy  weather  for 
some  time  past,  and  boat  angling  has  been  in 
abeyance,  but  a  few  small  bass  have  been  caught 
in  the  harbour. — H. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards.— Severe  weather 
has  been  experienced  during  the  week.  On  Monday 
the  wind  blew  with  hurricane  force,  the  sea  dashing 
over  the  esplanade  into  the  streets.  The  long 
length  of  gantry  at  the  head  of  the  Harbour  Works 
was  completely  washed  away;  this  has  stood  for 
four  years.  Anglers  will  still  be  able  to  fish  from 
the  wall.  March  4.— South-westerly  wind,  squally. 
Flat  fish  should  be  had  when  moderate. — A. 

Plymouth. — March  certainly  came  in  like  a  lion, 
for  the  weather  has  been  one  succession  of  gales, 
and  there  has  been  great  loss  to  the  fishing  craft. 
It  has  been  impossible  for  fishing  boats  to  get  out 
on  the  grounds,  and  we  have  been  obhged  to  depend 
on  Hull  and  Grimsby  for  our  supply  of  fish.  When 
the  weather  moderates  we  shall  get  the  mackerel 
again  ;  they  left  our  shores  during  this  tremendous 
weather  or  went  to  deeper  water.  In  this  month 
congers  are  now  getting  in  their  prime,  and  are  very 
nice  marinated.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this 
month  are  mackerel,  pouting,  conger,  smelt,  ray, 
anchovy,  sprat,  dab,  turbot,  brill,  trout,  salmon, 
and  all  shellfish.— William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Ramsgate.— Notwithstanding  the  very  boisterous 
weather,  a  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  some 
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fair  sized  codling  have  been  taken  from  the  Iron 
Pier ;  one  angler  had  the  misfortune  to  be  broken 
by  a  good  fish.  Should  the  weather  now  settle,  the 
pollack  should  be  found  round  the  piers. — G  key 
Mullet. 

Walmer. — Although  it  is  beyond  possibility  to 
forecast  with  any  likelihood  of  success  the  weather 
for  the  week  end,  yet  should  it  be  fine  there  is  every 
probability  of  excellent  sport.  During  the  lulls  in 
the  storn^y  period  through  which  we  are  passing 
codling  have  been  taken  in  considerable  numbers. 
Evening  fishing  has  been  the  most  successful. — 
Chakles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssoctafiotts 

(SPECTATi  MeETIKGS). 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

On  Friday  last,  three  more  cases  were  relieved. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  recepit  of 
£3  lis.  from  the  Orisinal  Alexandra;  £1  53., 
Islington  Brothers ;  £7  5s.,  Hoxton  Bros.  (£1  per 
Mr.  Drackford).  Have  made  another  Life  Mem- 
ber, Mr.  Pummell.  junr.,  West  Ham  Bros.  The 
Richmond  competition  in  October  last  realised 
the  sum  of  £29  17s.  Id.  and  the  Committee  tender 
their  heartiest  thanks  to  Mr.  Harris  and  the 
gentlemen  who  assisted  him  for  their  kind  efJorts 
which  have  resulted  in  so  handsome  an  addition 
to  our  funds.  Prizes  are  rolling  in  for  the  Lea 
competition,  and  five  more  have  been  promised, 
making  over  fifty  to  date. — W.  H.  Babbee,  9, 
Hetley  Road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

CENTRAL     ASSOCIATION      OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

There  was  a  crowded  gathering  of  delegates  on 
Monday  last  at  the  monthly  meeting  held  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Covent  Garden.  Mr. 
Medcalf,  president,  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Elsmore  the  vice-chair.  A  new  society,  to  be 
known  as  the  St.  Philip  Angling  Society,  of 
Battersea,  applied  for  enrolment  with  a  list  of 
nearly  thirty  members ;  their  rules  having  been 
considered,  the  society  was  duly  enrolled.  Mr. 
Levien  reported  having  attended  a  most  successful 
visit  to  the  Stock  well  A.S.  Very  interesting  and 
favourable  reports  of  the  recent  work  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  were  presented.  The  secretary  intimated 
the  result  of  his  action  in  reference  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  association  concerning  a  representative 
of  angling  interests  being  added  to  any  board 
constituted  under  the  proposed  Bill  for  the  Port 
of  London  and  River  Thames,  also  mentioning 
his  action  on  this  subject  with  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  impending  Woolwich 
Election.  On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Young  (Putney 
A.S.)  it  was  agreed  to  take  further  steps  in  this 
all-important  matter.  The  forthcoming  tourna- 
ment at  St.  Margarets  on  March  22  was  referred 
to,  and  delegates  were  earnestly  urged  to  give  this 
event  their  hearty  co-oparation  to  augment  the 
funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  Several 
matters  concerning  the  private  fisheries,  etc.; 
received  attention,  and  a  very  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  concluded  a  very  pleasant  and  business-like 
meeting.  All  letters  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary, 
6,  Priter-road,  London,  S.E.  Nearly  400  anglers 
and  friends  assembled  in  the  spacious  hall  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  North  Camberwell  Club, 
Albany-road,  Old  Kent-road,  on  Tuesday  evening 
to  enjoy  the  first  concert  and  visit  of  the  Pisca- 
torial Society.  A  splendid  talented  programme 
was  submitted  by  the  M.C.'s,  Messrs.  J.  Wells 
and  J.  Patey.  Twenty-five  clubs  responded  to 
the  roll-call,  and  I  was  the  unfortunate  chairman. 
The  event  was  a  big  success. — W  J.  W. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society— 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  members, 
numerously  attended,  was  held  at  the  society's 
rooms  at  4,  Fetter-lane,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin  in  the  chair,  Mr.  R.  C.  Graham  acting  as 
secretary.  After  confirming  the  minutes  of  last 
year's  meeting,  the  chairman  proposed  the 
adoption  of  the  report  and  accounts  for  the  year 
1902,  alluding  to  the  flourishing  position  of  the 
society,  a  membership  at  date  of  982,  and  a 
balance  at  the  bank  of  £442  19s.  at  date,  after 
all  ascertained  liabilities  had  been  discharged. 
He  alluded  to  the  past  year  as  an  eventful  one, 
the  committee  having  been  able  to  secure  a 
permanent  home,  and  to  register  the  society  as 
a  club  under  the  new  Act,  enabling  them 
to  supply  refreshments  at  their  meetings, 
and,  by  the  addition  of  a  useful  library, 
charts,  etc.,  to  make  their  rooms  accessible  to 
members  every  day.  A  greatly  increased  attend- 
ance at  the  Wednesday  meetings  had  ensued,  and 
all  the  society's  engagements  had  been  success- 
fully carried  through — the  annual  competition  at 


Deal,  with  2.37  entries,  Mr.  Theodore  Roberts 
taking  the  gold  medal  and  challenge  cup,  and  the 
specimen  fish  competition,  Sarcelle  Challenge  Cup, 
1901-2,  taken  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  with  two 
remarkably  fine  bass,  in  Teignmouth  Estuary,  in 
July  last ;  Mr.  Basten's  skate,  taken  with  rod 
and  line,  at  Ballycotton,  1201b.,  being  the  hea\nest 
recorded  catch.  The  issue  of  a  new  pocket-book 
was  promised  at  an  early  date.  The  dinner 
at  Frascati's,  the  ladies'  evening  at  the  Hol- 
born,  the  smoking  concert,  the  microscopical 
and  fishing  appliance  exhibitions  were  all  well 
attended  and  most  successful.  The  chairman 
concluded  by  congratulating  the  members  upon 
the  excellent  position  attained,  being  the  largest 
fishing  society  in  the  world.  The  adoption  of  the 
report  and  accounts  was  seconded  by  Mr.  F.  W. 
Norman,  and  much  discussion  followed,  the  report 
and  accounts  being  well  sifted  and  considered,  the 
chairman  satisfactorily  answering  all  questions 
by  members.  The  only  point  at  issue  proved  to 
be  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  not  ot 
renew  affiliation  to  the  Anglers'  Association  upon 
the  ground  of  the  fewness  of  the  members  who 
had  availed  themselves  of  this  purely  fresh-water 
angling  association.  Representing  these  members, 
Mr.  Mitchell  urged  that  at  least  another  year 
might  be  tried,  and  said  that  if  then  sufficient 
members  did  not  use  it  he  would  join  the  com- 
mittee in  terminating  it.  He  proposed,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  report,  that  the  paragraph 
dealing  with  this  subject  be  deleted,  which 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Shepherd,  wh  i  urged 
that  the  cheap  tickets  of  the  association  were 
a  great  boon  to  the  fresh-water  angling  members. 
The  chairman  in  reply  defended  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee,  urging  that 
the  society  was  by  its  constitution  formed  for 
providing  increased  facilities  for  sea  fishing,  and 
that  the  less  it  interfered  with  the  fresh-water 
branch  of  the  sport  the  better.  The  amendment 
was  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried.  The  i  eport, 
as  amended,  and  the  accounts  were  then  unani- 
mously received  and  adopted.  Upon  a  ballot 
being  taken  it  was  found  that  the  president 
and  vice-president  had  been  unanimously  re- 
elected, also  the  members  of  the  old  com- 
mittee, and  Messrs.  P.  Targett  Adams,  C.  J. 
Crisfield,  and  J.  B.  Howes  as  new  members.  The 
hon.  treasurer  R.  Biddulph  Martin,  M.P. ;  hon. 
solicitor,  Geo.  R.  Cran ;  the  hon.  curator  and 
librarian.  Dr.  Charles  S.  Patterson,  were  re-elected, 
and  the  auditors,  Messrs.  Harry  Barker,  F.C.A. 
and  R.  H.  Nerney,  F.C.A.,  were  re-appointed 
unanimously.  Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to 
the  chairman,  the  old  committee  and  officers,  and 
the  scrutineers  in  the  ballot,  Messrs.  Clay,  Porter, 
Pakes.  A  special  general  meeting  was  then  held 
for  revision  of  rules,  the  recommendations  of  the 
commitee  being  adopted.  The  amiual  dinner  at 
Frascati's  was  notified  for  Wednesday,  March  11. 

City  or  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presided. 
Fishing  reports  were  somewhat  scarce,  but  Mr. 
Taylor  had  a  fair  catch  (at  Blunham),  taking 
some  good  roach,  etc.  Mr.  WilHams  had  also 
braved  the  elements  (at  Marlow),  taking  several 
jack  and  perch.  A  gentleman,  previously  proposed, 
was  balloted  for,  and  elected.  Members  will 
kindly  note  that  the  venue  of  the  angling  com- 
petition on  March  10  has  been  altered  from 
Blunham  to  Huntingdon.  A  train  for  this 
latter  place  leaves  King's  Cross  (G.N.R.)  at  8.45 
a.m.  Tuesday,  March  24,  has  been  appointed  as 
an  evening  for  literary  effusions,  press  cuttings, 
etc.,  referring  to  angling ;  verb,  sap.,  short  items 
preferred.  Regarding  the  dinner  on  March  1 7 — 
to  which,  by  the  way,  ladies  are  also  invited 
— Messrs.  Salisbury  and  WilUams  have  been 
appointed  stewards;  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  will 
preside,  Mr.  Robert  Snare  being  vice-chairman, 
and  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor  having  charge  of  the 
musical  arrangements.    Tickets  4s.  6d. 

Gresham  Angling  Society — 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was 
presided  over  by  Mr.  G.  Maull,  when  a  considerable 
amount  of  routine  business  was  got  through.  A 
new  member  was  elected  and  two  gentlemen 
proposed.  An  interesting  discussion  on  •'  Roach 
Fishing"  was  initiated  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  who 
brought  up  a  nice  lot  of  roach  to  illustrate  his 
remarks  from  the  Kelvedon  water.  Some  nice 
jack  have  been  taken  from  here  during  the  last 
few  days.  The  outing  on  Saturday  was  very  well 
attended,  and  visitors  were  rewarded  with  fair 
bags.  Mr.  Chasteney  took  three  jack,  and  his 
friend  two  weighing  121b.  Messrs.  Saunders,  Gill, 
and  Eldred  had  some  nice  roach  and  perch.  The 
weather  was  against  large  bags  being  made,  but 
the  outing,  notwithstanding  this,  was  an  enjoyable 
one.  Mr.  Emery  had  chub  from  the  Lea,  and  Mr. 
Zerfass  took  some  jack  from  Brandon.  Other 


members  were  out,  but  in  these  cases  the  extremely 
high  winds  and  snowstorms  they  experienced 
prevented  them  from  doing  much  fishing.  The 
twenty-first  anniversary  dmner  of  the  society 
takes  place  next  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel  at  seven  prompt,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there 
will  be  a  record  attendance.  C.  Luxmore  Drew, 
Esq.,  will  preside. — F.  E.  Eldhed,  Hon.  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  occupied  the  chair  at  our 
meeting  on  March  4.  Most  of  our  members  have 
found  weather  and  water  so  much  against  success 
that  results  have  been  mediocre.  Mr.  T.  A. 
Saunders  has  taken  half-a-dozen  small  pike  ;  Mr  . 
J.  E.  Clements  some  fair  roach  and  a  brace  of 
pike,  best  about  41b.  ;  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  a 
dozen  roach  running  up  to  lib.  and  a  brace  of 
jack,  best  51b.,  and  from  our  Thatcham  Fishery 
111b.  of  roach,  best  lib.  14Joz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Potter  a 
couple  of  dozen  roach ;  Mr.  G.  Rayner  some 
small  pike  ;  Mr.  G.  Westrup,  from  private  water, 
thirteen  pike,  but  the  number  upheld  its  un- 
lucky reputation,  as  none  of  the  fish  topped  41b. 
Our  wire  from  Barford  Fishery  reports,  "  Waters 
out,  unfishable  for  a  week." — G.  W. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society — 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  above  society  took 
place  last  Saturday  evening.  To  say  that  I  was 
surprised  would  be  saying  little.  The  Lyehnos 
never  do  things  by  halves,  and  I  was  simply 
amazed  at  the  enthusiasm  displayed  by  the 
members  of  this  society.  The  attendance  was 
extraordinary,  the  club-room  being  so  crowded 
that  several  members  were  compelled  to  discuss 
business  at  the  bar.  After  business  came  an 
admirable  concert  thoughtfully  arranged  by  the 
hon.  sec,  among  the  artists  appearing  being  Mr. 
Will  Karno  and  his  brother  Charles,  both  very 
clever,  and  well  deserving  the  applause  they 
received.  Mr.  Arthur  Loman,  a  special  London 
favourite,  also  appeared,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  resulted,  being  highly  gratifying  to  Host 
Chaplais  and  the  hon.  sec,  who  is  certainly  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  result  of  his  labours. — S.  R. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  presided  over  a  large 
gathering  of  members  on  Monday.  Angling 
experiences  were,  however,  meagre  by  reason  of 
the  gales  of  wind  and  rain  which  had  prevailed 
more  or  less  throughout  the  whole  of  the  previous 
week.  Captain  Pinch  with  Dr.  Lake  had  visited 
a  noted  fishing  district  in  Wiltshire  for  pike,  and 
though  between  them  they  landed  eleven  fish  the 
heaviest  was  only  61b.  in  weight.  Mr.  H.  T. 
Gibson  Poole  mentioned  that  when  last  at  Bude 
he  landed  some  fine  conger,  his  best  four  fish 
weighing  respectively  221b..  191b..  181b.,  and  171b. 
In  one  day,  too,  he  had  seven  sharks  and  twenty- 
one  whiting,  many  of  the  latter  weighing  21b. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had  been 
grayling  fishing  in  Hampshire,  and  considering  the 
awful  weather  had  done  well,  getting  in  all  eight 
brace,  though  the  heaviest  fish  creeled  only  scaled 
lib.  8oz.  The  majority  of  the  grayling  killed 
took  the  Gold  Witch.  The  chairman,  Mr.  M.  G. 
E.  de  Courcy,  and  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  had  tried 
the  Uxbridge  water,  but  with  exceedingly  poor 
results. — Hon.  Sec. 

Northern  Anglers'  Association — 

At  a  meeting  held  in  Oldham  on  Feb.  21,  the 
executive  council  had  under  consideration  letters 
from  eight  of  the  largest  amalgamations  of  anglers 
in  the  country  consenting  to  take  part  in  a  con- 
ference for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  great  Feder- 
ation of  Angling  Societies,  and  a  committee 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Bratt.  Newton,  Roberts, 
Stevenson,  and  Hope,  along  with  the  officers,  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  scheme  to  form  a  basis 
for  discussion  at  the  proposed  conference ;  also  to 
fi:s  upon  the  town  and  date  of  meeting.  It  was 
resolved  that  clubs  and  centres  shall  not  accept 
fish  for  specimen  prizes  if  caught  in  water  where 
payment  is  necessary  until  satisfactory  proof  is 
produced  that  such  payment  has  been  made. 
The  secretary  was  instructed  to  inform  the 
managers  of  the  Lancaster  and  Shropshire  Union 
canals  that  the  association  is  prepared  to  place  in 
their  hands  suitable  rewards  for  bankrangers  who 
give  information  leading  to  the  conviction  of 
persons  using  night  lines,  nets,  or  other  unlawful 
means  of  taking  fish.  A  proposition  re  the  River 
Dane  was  deferred  to  next  meeting.  The  date  of 
the  grand  fishing  match  was  fixed  for  June  27,  to 
take  place  near  Warrington,  Messrs.  Singleton, 
Newton,  Roberts,  Hope,  and  Hall,  to  be  the 
match  committee.  The  secretary  of  the  Chorley 
and  Horwich  centre  reported  that  several  land- 
owners whose  property  adjoins  the  River  Lune 
had  given  permission  to  his  members  to  fish  for 
pike  and  other  coarse  fish. — Thos.  W.  Redford, 
Hon.  Sec. 
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The  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  the  other  day 
received  a  deputation  of  anglers.  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  once  said  "deputation"  was  "a  noun  of 
multitude,  signifying  many,  but  not  signifying 
much."  This  did  not  apply  to  the  Yorkshire 
piscators,  for  they  signified  a  good  deal.  The 
deputation  asked  that  the  River  Ouse  between 
Naburn  and  Linton  Locks  should  be  closed  from 
March  15  to  June  15  inclusive  for  all  fish,  including 
pike;  for  the  restriction  of  "clicking,"  "snicking," 
and  "trolling"  from  boats;  and  a  stoppage  of  the 
discharge  of  sand-glass  washings  into  the  Derwent 
below  Castle  Howard.  The  chairman  said  the 
Board  were  in  entire  sympathy  with  the  petition  in 
the  matter  of  a  close  time  for  coarse  fish,  and  they 
would  pass  a  resolution  shortly  which  would  enable 
them  to  ascertain  their  position  in  the  matter,  but 
their  action  would  require  the  assent  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  The  deputation  must  trust  the  Fishery 
Board  to  do  their  best  to  meet  their  wishes  as  far  as 
consistent  with  the  interests  they  were  called 
upon  to  protect,  but  they  could  hardly  expect  the 
Board  to  extend  to  pike  protection  which  they 
did  not  give  to  other  fish.  He  also  intimated  that 
in  reference  to  the  discharge  of  sand-glass  refuse 
the  cornpany  concerned  had  given  an  undertaking 
that  this  should  cease.  A  long  discussion  ensued, 
and  it  was  eventually  decided  that  the  question  of 
the  formation  of  a  Freshwater  Fishery  Board  should 
be  referred  to  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Finance  and 
Trout  Licensing  Committees.  It  was  also  resolved, 
oil  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  seconded  by  the 
Vice-Ch  airman,  to  impose  the  close  time  on  the 
Ouse  between  Naburn  and  Linton  Locks.  All  this 
goes  to  show  that  Yorkshiremen  are  alive  to  ques- 
tions affecting  anglers,  and  I  believe  the  Board  will 
do  their  best. 


Last  week  I  said  that  the  "Jolly  Bucks,"  of  the 
Roebuck,  at  Keighley,  owing  to  an  extension  of 
time,  went  home  "  keyless."  The  hon.  sec,  Mr. 
Maltby,  tells  me  I  have  fallen  into  the  same  old 
trap  in  calling  it  Keighley— it  should  be  pronounced 
"Keetley."  All  right— n'lmporte.  They  had  a 
high  old  time  of  it  in  spite  of  the  "t  "  which  I  did 
not  give  them  credit  for.  The  annual  dinner  was, 
indeed,  a  successful  affair,  some  seventy  guests 
being  present,  with  genial  Mr.  James  Groves  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Joseph  Smith  gave  a  good  account  of 
the  club's  doings.  A  thousand  fine  perch  have  been 
put  in  the  Ponder  reservoir,  with  1500  yearling 
trout  and  100,000  minnows.  The  Keighley  Club 
means  business,  or  rather,  sport  and  pleasure,  and 
I  think  I  shall,  some  time  or  other,  make  an  attempt 
to  capture  one  of  those  minnows. 


He  cannot  solve  the  Quintic,  nor  photograph  a  star. 
He  cannot  play  upon  the  flute,  the  lute,  or  mild 
guitar, 

Yet  he  can  something  do  than  these  more  wonderful 
by  far : 

He's  only  six  months  old  to-day— and  he  can  say 
"Da-da!  " 

[And  when  he  has  grown  older 
The  boy  shall  have  his  wish, 
I'll  take  him  by  the  shoulder 
And  show  him  how  to  fish.] 


The  Lea  :  "  Time  cannot  wither  nor  custom  stale 
the  infinite  variety  "  of  dissertations  on  this  stream. 
"  My  experiences  of  Lea  fishing  "  was  the  subject  of 
a  charming  lecture  given  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Booth 
to  the  Upton  Park  Angling  Society.  The  lecturer 
infused  some  of  his  own  enthusiasm  into  the 
audience,  and  the  outcome  will  be  a  series  of  such 
pleasant  gatherings  as  will  keep  the  members  in 
social  touch  with  each  other  during  the  close  season. 


Owing  to  a  death  in  the  family  of  the  hon.  sec. 
of  the  West  Green  Angling  Society,  the  dinner 
arranged  for  March  11  has  been  postponed  to 
April  1. 


Dover  Town  Hall  was  filled  to  overflowing  on 
Saturday  evening  last,  when  Mr.  Hussey  gave  his 
lantern  entertaiimient  entitled,  "A  Cruise  with  a 
Camera."  The  audience  thoroughly  appreciated 
the  excellent  photographs,  especially  the  series 
taken  last  summer  in  Cornwall  by  the  lecturer, 
which  so  greatly  pleased  his  fellow  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  at  their  ladies'  evening  in  December  last. 
The  rest  of  the  programme  consisted  of  most 
excellent  music,  vocal  and  instrumental,  so 
altogether  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 
General  Sir  Leslie  Rundle  was  in  the  chair,  and 
expressed  himself  as  very  pleased  with  the  enter- 
tainment. 


A  MEETING  was  held  on  March  5,  at  the  Bridge 
House  Hotel.  Staines  (Mr.  Ashby  in  the  chair),  for  the 
purp  se  of  discussins:  the  re-stocking  of  the  Thames 
between  Chertsey  and  Bell  Weir  with  trout.  I  hope 
to  refer  to  this  matter  in  the  next  issue. 


The  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of  the 
late  Mr.  W.  Embleton.  to  be  held  on  March  9  at 
the  Rushton  Arms,  Rushton  Street,  New  North 
Road,  is  expected  to  be  a  grand  success.  Under 
the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  W.  Musgrave,  with  Mr. 
George  Merry  and  Mr.  W.  Marshall  acting  for  the 
widow,  a  big  night  and  a  large  plate  is  anticipated. 
Unfortunately  I  have  more  engagements  than  I 
can  attend;  but  the  late  W.  Embleton  was  a 
sportsman  and  a  gentleman,  and  I  shall  try  very 
hard  to  see  the  good  boys  who  are  working  so  hard 
in  the  cause  of  "sweet  charity." 


The  season  for  coarse  fishing  is  fast  drawing  to  a 
close — Saturday,  March  14,  is  the  last  day. 

*  •  •  *  * 

On  Tuesday  evening  next,  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society  will  celebrate  their  twenty-first  annual 
dinner,  to  which  ladies  are  invited.  "Early  doors," 
if  you  want  a  seat. 

♦  *  *  »  » 

On  Wednesday,  March  11,  the  annual  dinner  of 
the  B.S.A.S.  will  take  place  at  the  Restaurant 
Frascati,  Oxford-street,  when  the  chair  will  be 
taken  at  seven  o'clock  by  Mr.  George  Doughty,  M.P. 


"All  men  are  liars,"  said  Milo  the  philosopher. 
But  if  all  men  were  liars,  then  Milo  himself  stood 
convicted  of  being  a  liar,  and,  being  a  liar,  what  he 
said  could  not  be  true.  Therefore,  "  All  men  were 
noi  liars,"  and  Milo  must  have  been  a  liar  for 
saying  so. 


Eably  Spring. 

Now  fades  the  last  long  streak  of  snow. 
Now  burgeons  every  maze  of  quick' 
About  the  flowering  squares,  and  thick 

By  ashen  roots  the  violets  blow. 

Now  rings  the  woodland  loud  and  long. 
The  distance  takes  a  lovelier  hue, 
And  drowned  in  yonder  living  blue 

The  lark  becomes  a  sightless  song. 

Now  dance  the  lights  on  lawn  and  lea, 
The  flocks  are  whiter  down  the  vale. 
And  milkier  every  milky  sail 

On  winding  stream  or  distant  sea; 

Where  now  the  seamew  pipes,  or  dives 
In  yonder  greening  gleam,  and  fly 
The  happy  birds,  that  change  their  sky 

To  build  and  brood,  that  live  their  lives 

From  land  to  land ;  and  in  mj'  breast 
Spring  wakens  too  ;  and  my  regret 
Becomes  an  April  violet. 

And  buds  and  blossoms  like  the  rest. 

— LoBD  Tennyson. 


The  shower  of  "muddy  "  rain  which  passed  over 
several  parts  of  England  and  Wales  on  Feb.  22 
caused  next  day  much  consternation  amongst  the 
pattern  housewives  round  Llanymynech  who  wash 
their  linen  on  the  Monday  in  each  week.  It  was 
then  they  discovered  that  all  the  rainwater  in  their 
reservoirs  was  of  a  dirty  drab  colour,  and  quite  use- 
less for  laundry  purposes.  As  no  one  seems  to  have 
noticed  the  shower  of  coloured  rain  which  did  all  the 
mischief,  the  good  ladies  were  fairly  nonplussed  as 
to  the  actual  cause  of  it.  One  hasty-tempered  lady 
soundly  rated  her  husband  for— as  she  alleged- 
washing  his  dirty  boots  and  gaiters  in  her  store  of 
soft  water,  and  it  was  only  after  comparing  notes 
with  her  neighbours,  and  finding  them  "all  in 
the  same  plight,  that  she  was  convinced  of  his 
innocence. 


The  lady  was  Mrs.  Nuvo  Reesh,  and  she  was 
telling  an  acquaintance  of  a  fancy  dress  ball  to 
which  she  and  her  family  had  been.  "  I  was  Mary 
Queen  of  Squots,  and  Henery  was  in  the  garbage  of 
a  Monk ;  and  Willie,  who,  you  know,  is  learning  for 
a  barrister,  was  a  Mefistofells.  And  every  time  I 
passed  either  of  'em,  I  struck  an  attitude,  pointed, 
and  said,  'Exit  Omo.'    And  then  we  suppurated." 


The  Mick  says:  "  We've  had  some  rough  weather 
lately,  be  jabers,  but  thank  the  Almighty  Provi- 
dence it'll  be  different  when  it  changes." 


First  Chaui-feub  :  "Whose  make  is  your 
machine  ?  "  Second  Chauffeur :  "  Well,  about  one- 
third  the  manufacturer's  and  two-thirds  the 
repairer's." — Puck. 


The  following  recipe  will  appeal  to  all  nationalities 
— and  tastes,  especially  Corsica  or  Sardinia  •  "  Bono 
and  pound  the  sardines  from  a  small  box  ;  add  to 
them  an  ounce  of  butter.  Place  the  mixture  in  a 
basin  with  a  teaspoonful  of  anchovy  sauce,  the  same 
quantity  of  Worcestershire  sauce,  and  stir  till  all  is 
blended.  Stand  the  basin  over  a  saucepan  of 
boiling  water,  add  a  teaspoonful  of  flour  to  its  eon- 
tents,  a  few  chopped  capers,  cayenne,  black  pepper 
and  salt ;  stir  all  together,  then  press  into  a  pot  and 
pour  run  butter  over.  Garnish  with  parsley  to 
serve." 


A  correspondent  on  seeing  that  the  London 
County  Council  had  voted  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
purpose  of  cleaning  out  the  bed  of  the  river  Wandle 
wrote  to  a  friend  of  his  (verses  from  whose  pen  have, 
by  the  way,  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  before 
now)  telling  him  of  the  Council's  proposition,  and 
suggesting  that  the  matter  was  worth  a  verse  or 
two.    The  friend  wrote  back — 

' '  A  propos — 

You  remember  the  Wandle  was  far  more  fair 

When  you  and  I  went  angling  there. 

Perhaps  we  lied  on  the  weight  of  our  take 

On  the  bed  the  committee  decides  to  make. 

'As  you  lie  on  your  bed  so  will  you  make  it,' 

Is  as  good  as  the  other  'pro,'  I  take  it. 

But  as  for  fish,  if  any  are  left. 

Of  board  and  lodging  and  bank  bereft, 

If  they  take  the  bed  they  lie  on  as  well 

The  Council  has  sounded  their  parting  knell." 


To  prevent  sewage  being  turned  into  the  sea  to 
the  detriment  of  his  salmon  fishings,  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon  is  contesting  with  the 
Government  the  ownership  of  the  foreshores  at  Port 
Gordon,  Banffshire. 


A  RECENT  number  of  the  New  York  Fishing 
Gazette  states  that  "the  beaches  surrounding  Sitka, 
Alaska,  are  knee-deep  with  countless  numbers  of 
candle  fish,  one  of  the  daintiest  of  the  ocean's 
denizens.  Candle  fish  have  always  been  more  or 
less  of  a  mystery  to  Alaska.  Their  name  comes 
from  the  fact  that  when  dried  and  stuck  in  a  candle- 
stick or  bottle  they  will  burn  steadily  for  a  con- 
siderable length  of  time.  They  put  in  an  appear- 
ance there  about  once  in  four  years  about  the 
middle  of  September.  Millions  of  them  will  be  cast 
up  by  the  waves  to  be  gathered  by  men,  women, 
and  children,  and  pounced  upon  greedily  by  ravens. 
They  are  brilliantly  coloured  and  despite  their  smali 
size — they  are  not  over  four  Inches  long — are  eagerly 
sought  by  all  classes.  A  dozen  or  so  are  spread 
on  a  splinter  of  wood  to  facilitate  turning  in  the 
frying  pan,  are  dipped  in  cracker  crumbs  and  fried 
in  butter.  The  famous  brook  trout  scarcely  make  a 
better  dish  than  these  shiners  that  come  and  go 
without  apparent  reason." 


The  Resistless  Tide. 

Two  streams  adown  the  mountain  gaily  sweep 

In  careless  ripple,  glad  and  full  and  free ; 
The  one  to  join  the  river's  mighty  deep. 

The  other  pressing  onward  to  the  sea. 
Each  knoweth  not  the  other  is  so  near 

Until  their  voices  mingle  into  song 
Far  fuller,  richer,  sweeter  and  more  clear, 

As  through  the  daisied  meads  they  speed  along. 
Companionship  would  be  their  sweetest  choice. 

Yet  soon  their  happy  course  must  parted  be. 
No  more  to  know  each  other's  welcome  voice. 

Save  in  the  restless  murmur  of  the  sea. 
Thus  do  they  meet  in  joy  to  part  again. 

As  heart  meets  heart  with  new  born  love  and 
light. 

Only  to  know  a  deeper  sting  of  pain 
When  hope  and  love  have  drifted  out  of  sight. 

— Exchange. 


The  Divine  Sarah  Bernhardt,  I  again  salute  thee  ! 
The  kind  heart  of  the  great  actress  has  been  touched 
by  the  sorrows  of  the  poor  Breton  fisherfolk  who 
are  suffering  through  the  failure  of  the  sardine 
industry,  and  Sarah  has  determined  to  give  a 
matinee  for  their  benefit.  "Tout  Paris"  will  aid, 
and  a  German — no  small  German,  I  assure  you — 
has  paid  a  thousand  francs  for  a  seat.  I  only  wish 
I  could  take  a  box — I  will — a  sardine  box — if  I  can 
get  one. 

***** 

But  owing  to  the  famine  in  the  sardine  fishery  of 
Brittany,  the  toymakers  of  Paris  will  not  be  able  to 
get  their  supply  of  old  sardine  boxes  which  they 
were  formerly  in  the  habit  of  using  for  making  toys. 
The  old  metal  was  pliable  and  cost  them  nothing, 
and  they  cannot  afford  new  tin,  hence  the  children 
of  Paris  will  be  short  of  toys  another  season.  Comme 
aussi  les  chers  petits  enfants  de  Dragistet. 
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rmtst  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Feb.  28  several  contests  took  place  on  the 
Severn,  and  about  one  hundred  members  of  the 
Gun  Society  fished  a  contest  in  the  canal  at  Lap- 
worth,    All  the  contests  were  fished  in  cold  stormy 
weather,  and  as  a  consequence  sport  was  very  much 
off.    The  Gun  members  fished  two  hours  in  a  heavy 
ram  under  the  association  rules  for  a  nice  collection 
of  prizes.    On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Overton,  of  the 
Bacchus  Society,  showed  me  a  perch  which  weighed 
a  little  over  41b.  taken  in  the  Severn  at  Worcester. 
It  has  been  despatched  to  Cooper's,  of  London,  to  be 
set  up.    Roach  fishing  on  the  Avon  in  the  upper 
portions  has  been  good,  some  good  baskets  have 
lately  been  taken  nea"  to  Evesham.    A  number  of 
bye  contests  will  be  fished  on  March  8.    The  Brook- 
fields  fish  at  Lichfield  for  prizes  valued  at  £8.  The 
Old  Cottage  Society  fish  a  contest  at  Stourport,  when 
some  good  prizes  will  be  competed  for.    The  Small 
Heath  Society  fish  at    Lichfield,  when  prizes  to 
the  value  of  £12  will  be  competed  for.  The  Bacchus 
Society  fish  their  contest  at  Cookley  in  the  canal 
when  prizes  to  the  value  of  £5  will  be  competed  for' 
The  Travellers'  Rest  Society  are  due  at  Stourport 
The  Grand  Junction  Society  fish  a  contest  at  Kings- 
bury in  the  canal.  Trout  fishing  is  now  open  on  the 
Severn,  but  up  to  the  present,  owing  to  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  weather,  very  little  has  been  done 
Some  very  good  pike  have  been  taken  lately  the 
largest  being  one  of  201b.,  taken  from  the  Barnt 
Green  Reservoir  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Ashford.    Pike  are 
now  out  of  condition,  they  being  near  spawning. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Owing  to  the  severe  gale  whicli  has  prevailed 
more  or  less  during  the  past  fortnight  practically 
no  fishing  has  been  done.  Pike  fishermen  have  been 
busy,  and  in  the  intervals  of  calm  weather  some 
enjoyable  sport  has  been  had.  Individual  bags 
contamed  as  many  as  three  and  four  brace  the 
majority  weighing  from  21b.  to  51b.  Weightier  fish 
have  been  killed  on  the  Portv-foot  and  Hobhole 
drains,  where  trolling  has  been  pursued  with  much 
vigour.  The  Swmeshead  and  Donington  waters  of 
the  Forty-foot  continue  to  maintain  their  reputation 
as  the  first-class  pike  fishing  resorts,  the  best  fish 
being  an  1 1-pounder.  The  waters  remain  in  capital 
condition.  ^ 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  stormy  weather  and  flooded  state  of  the 
waters  for  the  past  week  were  not  conducive  to 
much  sport  in  any  quarter.  However,  at  certain 
times  a  few  anglers  ventured  out,  and  in  the  Hemp- 
holme  district  of  the  river  Hull  odd  nice  roach  of 
over  lib.  each  were  secured,  and  one  angler  cap- 
tured a  nice  pike  of  some  111b.  weight.  The  tidal 
waters  were  in  very  bad  trim,  but  are  subsiding 
somewhat,  and  should  be  in  fair  order  by  this  week- 
end if  weather  proves  at  all  favourable.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  we  are  having  bright  sunshine,  but 
the  wind  is  still  blowing  half  a  gale.  The  trout 
season,  which  opens  on  these  waters  on  the  16th 
promises  to  be  a  fairly  good  one,  and  fish  in  fair 
condition.  A  party  of  anglers  visited  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  the  other  day  and  secured 
a  few  nice  fish,  although  the  weather  was 
anythmg  but  pleasant  on  the  occasion,  and 
^®P°^*?'^  *^e  top  ponds  to  be  in  nice  condition, 
the  Driffield  Canal  is  also  in  fair  order,  if  better 
weather  intervenes,  but  the  season  is  fast  drawing 
to  a  close  for  coarse  fish.  The  East  Riding  A  A 
held  their  annual  meeting  the  other  evening  and 
elected  their  executive  for  1903. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  Monday  last  the  Levenshulme  Anglers  had  a 

Ir''*'^'",^  ^^"^  ^-  °n   "Fishing  in  the 

-Norfolk  Broads."  The  lecture  was  illustrated  by 
upwards  of  one  hundred  lantern  slides,  kindly  lent 
by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  for  the 
occasion.  Space  forbids  a  lengthy  notice  of  this 
event,  which  certainly  merits  it.  Mr.  Pendrioh 
Hardy  Bros.'  local  manager,  is  a  luckv  man  to  have 
such  talent  round  him.  The  opening  day  of  the 
Wyreadale  fishery  was  something  awlul  and 
reminded  those  present  of  a  certain  great  match 
once  held  there  when  the  competitors  were 
simply  encased  in  ice  and  chilled  to  the  marrow  bone  • 
under  the  chmatic  conditions  of  March  2  it  would 
be  unfair  to  deal  with  results  beyond  the  fact  that 
they  were  as  good  as  any  sane  man  expected.  A 
new  club,  the  Atherton  Centrals,  is  announced,  and 
they  intimate  that  weather,  etc.,  will  be  set  at 
nought  on  Saturday  next,  and  that  they  will  fish  a 
match  m  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  at  Astley  • 
surely  they  deserve  sport.  In  one  short  week  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Ribble  will  be  opened  for  the 
season.   As  the  actual  date  is  March  15  it  is  just 


possible  that  a  few  lines  may  be  cast  by  anxious 
and  enthu'iiastic  members  on  Saturday,  March  14. 
A  rather  unusual  fly  has  accounted  for  some  good 
fish  during  the  past  week,  and  at  the  risk  of  shocking 
the  nerves  of  old  hands  I  record  the  fly  as  the 
Red  Palmer.  The  notices  are  up  as  usual  for  close 
season  in  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  from  Plank 
Lane  to  Stretford,  and  the  writer  is  officially  in- 
formed that  for  the  first  time  the  canal  will  be 
closed  beyond  Stretford  for  its  entire  length.  This 
is  a  wise  step  and  should  materially  improve  the 
fishing  in  the  coming  season,  as  in  the  past  summer 
there  were  many  indications  of  this  water  developing 
into  a  really  good  fishing  resort. 

FROM  MANCHESTER, 

There  was  a  very  fair  muster  of  members  and 
friends  at  the  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society's  club- 
room  on  March  3.    The  occasion  was  an  address  on 
a  local  canal,  very  popular  with  anglers,  and  its 
connection  with  Lancashire's  share  of  England's 
greatness.    During  the  address  it  was  discovered 
that  coincident  with  the  making  of  this  canal, 
calico  printing,  the  spinning  jenny,  and  the  steam 
engine  were   also   invented.     The   various  items 
before   mentioned,    together   with   the   births  of 
many  notable  men,  the  final  settlement  of  the 
position  of  a  slave  brought  into  England,  and 
the  historic  buildings  on  this  canal,  all  combined 
to   make  the  address  interesting.     Mr.  Battye 
presided  in  his  usual  able  manner.    The  Clough 
Angling  Society  have  just  disposed  of  their  firat 
annual  dinner  and  social,  and   are   looking  for- 
ward with  confidence  and  pleasure  to  the  coming 
season  ;  in  Mr.  A.  Grundy  they  have  a  capable  hon. 
sec.    The  Duchy  Angling  Society  are  noted  for  an 
important  social  evening  on  Monday  next.  The 
Albion  Angling  Society  turned  out  for  a  match 
lust    week-end    at    Jrlain,    but    owing    to  the 
inclement    weather    the    event    proved  unpro 
du(,-ti\-e,    and     may   have    to    be    fished  again. 
On  the  Monday,  however,  they  solaced  themselves 
with  a  real  jolly  social  gathering,  and  forgot  all 
their  troubles  in  harmony.    For  an  enthusiastic 
club  the  Royal  Walton  will  take  a  lot  of  beating. 
On  Saturday  last  they  continued  stocking  opera- 
tions, and  transferred  a  lot  of  exceptionally  fine  fish 
in  the  wretched  weather  the  members  are  getting 
accustomed  to  when  stocking.  Long  faces  are  beiuf 
pulled  by  coarse  fishermen  at  the  near  approach  ol 
the  close  season.     Our  city  rods,  however,  have 
made  more  than  the  usual  provision  for  trout  fishing 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Sport  on  the  Trent  has  been  very  moderate  since 
the  despatch  of  my  last  report.    High  winds  have 
again  been  in  strong  evidence,  and  at  the  period  of 
writing  the  river  was  thick  and  only  fishable  in 
places.    Heavy   rains  and  even  snow  have  been 
experienced  and  all  the  p-.incipal  tributaries  have 
been  greatly  swollen.     At  Weston,  on  Saturdav, 
Mr.  Chapman,  of  Derby,  creeled  a  few  roach  and 
bream,   and  on  Tuesday,   on  the    same  waters 
—they  were  rising  rapidly— two  Nottingham  sub- 
scribers  got    sundry   roach   and   one    eel.  Mr. 
W.  E.  Ellis,  of  Shardlow.  has  landed  a  very  large 
perch  in  the   City  Wellington   Society's  stretch 
at  that  place,  but  as  the  fish  was  on  the  eve  of 
spawning  he  returned  it.     Pike  fishing  has  been 
followed  on  the   district  ponds  and  lakes,  and 
amongst  other  fish  landed  note  should  be  made  of 
one    weighing    23Jlb.  ;   this,    I    understand,  fell 
to    the  rod    of    a    Mansfield    gentleman.  The 
season  will  soon  be  over,  and  pike,  as  well  as  perch, 
ought  to  be  left  alone.    The  Long  Eaton  branch 
of    the    Nottingham    Anglers'   Association  have 
engaged  in  a  match  in  Mr.  W.  Smith's  pond  at 
Trent.    Valuable  prizes  were  offered,  including  a 
gold  medal,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Smith.  High  winds  raged, 
and  the  only  prize  won  was  the  medal  for  a  roach 
caught  by  Mr.  J.  Barker,  of  Ilkeston.    This,  in  fact, 
was  the  only  fish  taken. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  lot  of  wet  has  fallen  during  the  past  seven 
days,  and  on  several  days  the  wind  was  very 
boisterou«>,  blowing  down  trees,  chimney  pots,  etc., 
doing  a  lot  of  damage.  The  rivers  are  very  high 
and  discoloured,  and  very  few  rods  have  been  out. 
Some  good  sport  was  had  on  private  water  among 
the  pike  and  perch,  and  Mr.  G.  Leach,  of  the 
Worcester  City  Club,  while  fishing  for  perch  with  an 
ordinary  line  and  single  gut,  hooked  a  fine  pike,  and 
after  a  prolonged  struggle  grassed  his  fish ;  it 
weighed  141b.  4oz.  The  high,  thick  water  has 
interfered  considerably  with  salmon  fishing,  still 
the  nets  have  been  out.  In  one  haul,  above 
the  Diglis  Locks,  .Jenkins'  net  contained  a 
pike,  141b.,  and  several  fine  bream;  few  salmon 
have  been  taken,  but  they  were  good  sized 
ones,  one  brought  into  Mr.  Hunt's,  fishmonger, 
weighed  over  241b.  The  flooded  state  of  the  Severn 
should  bring  a  lot  of  fish  up  the  river,  and  salmon 


fishing  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river  should  be 
better  than  for  years.  If  they  do  not  get  them  ia 
Shropshire  and  Montgomery  this  season  they  never 
will.  The  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  the  late  F.  W.  Rylands,  secretary  of  the 
York  House  Club,  takes  place  on  Monday  evening 
next  at  the  Saracen's  Head  Hotel.  The  programme 
will  be  excellent,  and  it  is  hoped  a  good  sum  will  be 
realised. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Thirsk 
Angling  Club  has  been  held  at  the  Golden  Fleece 
Hotel  in  the  town.  Major  Bell  presiding.    The  Rev. 
T.  Stimpson,  secretary  and  treasurer,  presented  the 
report,  which  showed  a  balance  of  £16  1  Is.  in  hand 
It  was  resolved  to  purchase  three  hundred  two  year 
old  trout,  and  there  were  anticipations  of  good 
sport  iQ  the  coming  season.    Mr.  West  spoke  of 
the  absence  of  any  complaints  against  the  club  as 
deserving  of  commendation.    Major  Bell  was  re- 
elected   president.     The    state  of    the  weather 
has  been    too   uncertain  and    the  condition  of 
most  streams  too  unsatisfactory  these   past  few 
weeks  to  admit  of  much  successful  angling  Fishing 
rnatters  are  quiet  generally.     The  proceedings  of 
the  \orkshire  Fishery  Board  at  the  recent  vearlv 
meeting  are  being  freely  discussed  amon<T"  local 
rodmen,  and  the  York  Amalgamation  are  "keenly 
ahve  to  the  situation.  It  is  generallv  acknowledged 
that   the  deputation  was  received   in  a  friendly 
spirit,  and  hopes  that  practical  results  will  accrue 
are  entertained.    Captain  Key,  of  Fiilford  who  is 
ever  watchful  of  the  interests  of  local  anglers  and 
desirous   of  enhancing   their   enjoyment,  closely 
followed    the    debates    at    the    Board  msetin'^ 
and    did    not    hesitate    to  express  his  opinions 
or    to    support    the    reasonable    views    of  the 
amalgamation   of   which    he   is   president.  The 
question  of  the  preservation  of  coarse  fish  for  the 
angling  clubs,  as  well  as  of  trout,  is  one  of  great 
importance.    A   st-ong   feeling   of  dissati-^faction 
exists  among  working   men  who  msrely  fish  for 
coarse  fish  because  they  are  expected  lo  t*ke  out  a 
licence  for  trout  fishing.    Nearly  all   the  400  or 
more  members  of  the  York  Amalgamation  who  take 
out  tiout  licences  have  been  contributing  £1,3  or  £20 
a  year  to  the  Fishery  Board,  whilst  receiving  very 
little  benefit. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  stormy  since  last 
report,  and  angling  has  been  practically  suspended 
fur  many  days  all  over  the  countrv.  On  a  few 
favourable  days  some  fair  sport  was  had  at  a  few 
places  in  Connaught.  The  principal  Cork  rivers 
also  yielded  nice  sport;  at  salmon  whenever  the 
weather  gave  any  chances.  On  the  majority  of  the 
lakes  no  fishing  has  been  done.  Fiy  fishino-  for 
salmon  has  commenced  on  the  southern  lakes^  but 
so  far  with  very  poor  results,  chieflv  in  consequence 
of  the  unfavourable  climatic  conditions.  The 
weather  has  become  seasonable  at  last,  and  at  time  of 
writing  there  are  nice  veraal  showers  with  much 
warmth.  Waterville  Lake  is  getting  into  better 
order,  and  some  sport  is  now  expected  thereon. 
Hitherto  very  little  has  been  done  on  this  water. 
Sea  angling,  of  course,  has  been  out  of  the  question 
everywhere.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that,  so  far  as 
known,  no  serious  or  general  damage  has  been  done 
to  the  fishermen's  boats  by  the  late  exceptionally 
violent  gale  on  any  of  the  Irish  coasts.  As  the 
weather  is  now  favourable  pollack  and  mackerel 
fishmg  will  tjpen  at  several  stations  in  Cork  and 
Kerry  during  the  coming  week. 


The  Cancer  Hospital  (Free),  Fulham-boad 
London,  S.W.— The  fifty-second  annual  meetin<^ 
of  the  governors  of  this  charity  was  held  in  the 
board  room  of  the  hospital  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  25, 
Mr.  William  Hooper  presiduig.    From  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  it  appeared  that  during  the  past 
year  732  new  in-patients  were  admitted,  170t)  out- 
patients treated,  and  the  daily  average  number  of 
beds  occupied  was  86.    This  showed  an  increase  of 
in-patients  of  28  and  of  out-patients  of  105.  The 
support  received  during  the  twelve  months,  though 
fully  demonstrating  that  the  sympathies  of  ttie 
public  were  with  the  institution,  was  unfortunately 
insufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure,  and  a  sum  of 
£4000  had  to  be  realised  by  the  sale  of  capital. 
Special  attention  was  directed  to  the  enlargement 
of  the  Pathological    Department  that  had  been 
carried  out  during  the  year,  so  as  to  make  full  use 
of  the  large  amoimt  of  material  presented  to  the 
stall  by  the  greit  number  of  cases  seeking  relief; 
and  also  to  the  very  munificent  giftof  £3154  I2s.  9d. 
(representing  £3000  London  and  North-Western 
Railway  Three  per  cent.  Debenture  Stock)  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Massey  Lopes  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  permanent  chaplain  to  the  hospital. 
The  reports  and  balance-sheet  were  adopted,  and 
the  usual  votes  of  thanks  accorded. 
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FAMOUS  YORKSHIRE  ANGLING 
CLUB. 


A  QUICK  change  from  uncomfortable  anxiety  to 
healthy  exuberance  has  lately  come  about  in  the 
affairs  and  prospects  of  the  Ilkley  Angling  Club,  an 
association  which  preserves  one  of  the  finest  trout 
and  grayling  stretches  of  the  River  Wharfo,  and 
whose  importance  is  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  its 
fishery  is  within  three-quarters  of  an  hour  by  rail  of 
two  populous  centres  like  Leeds  and  Bradford.  For 
various  reasons  a  short  time  ago  grave  doubts  were 
entertained  with  regard  to  the  future  of  the  club. 
Even  its  possible  extinction  was  hinted  at,  the 
realisation  ■  of  which  speculation,  considering  the 
splendid  angling  waters  involved  and  the  excep- 
tional convenience  of  their  situation,  would  have 
been  a  dire  calamity.  Fortunately,  however,  those 
most  nearly  interested  in  the  club  rose  to  the  occa- 
sion with  an  exhibition  of  energy  and  enterprise 
unknown  in  the  former  history  of  the  society,  and 
out  of  the  slough  of  despond  they  have  lifted  it  to  a 
position  which  commands  a  wider  and  brighter 
prospect  of  sporting  popularity  and  usefulness  than 
it  has  previously  enjoyed.  The  rules  have  been 
overhauled  with  a  view  to  the  further  encourage- 
ment of  truly  sporting  angling  (one  portion  of  the 
preserves  being  entirely  reserved  for  fly  only  from 
the  commencement  of  the  season  until  the  end  of 
June)  and  the  suppression  of  the  mere  pot-hunter. 
Old  leases  have  been  renewed  on  terms  as  favourable 
to  the  club  as  they  are'  creditable  to  the  sportsman- 
like attitude  of  the  riparian  owners,  and  an  adjoining 
stretch  of  the  river  (two  miles  of  excellent  water) 
which  was  formerly  a  private  fishery  has  been  added 
to  the  chib's  preserves.  The  list  of  improvements 
does  not  stop  here.  For  several  years  the  Ilkley  Club 
has  had  a  hatchery  capable  of  dealing  with  40,000 
to  .50,000  ova.  The  incubating  department  has 
now  been  enlarged  by  the  erection  of  a  new  house 
with  accommodation  for  200,000  ova.  A  singularly 
happy  site  for  the  practice  of  pisciculture  has  been 
placed  at  the  chib's  disposal  by  the  president, 
rearing  ponds  on  vip-to-date  principles  are  being 
constructed,  and  before  the  next  spawning  season 
the  Ilkley  Anglers  will  be  in  possession  of  a  practical 


fish-farm  capable  of  hatching  a  quarter  of  a  million 
trout  ova  and  dealing  to  the  best  advantage  with 
the  resultant  fry.  At  the  present  time  the  old 
nursery  ponds  contain  several  thousands  of  year- 
lings, reared  from-  last  year's  hatch,  which  will 
shortly  be  netted  out  and  placed  in  the  river  ;  and 
the  five  miles  of  Wharfe  preserved  by  the  club  are 
swarming  with  juvenile  trout,  the  consequence  of 
the  abnormally  prolific  spawning  season  of  1001-2. 
An  influx  of  new  members  has  set  in,  and  just  now, 
on  its  claim  to  a  thoroughly  sporting  organisation 
with  exceptional  facilities,  the  club  is  going  very 
strong. 


SOME  SCORES  FROM  A  SALMON  RIVER. 


Sometimes  the  question  has  been  asked  me  what 
I  would  consider  a  good  day's  fishing  on  a  salmon 
river,  and  lately  I  have  been  favoured  with  a  copy 
of  the  scores  made  by  a  number  of  anglers  last 
season  while  fishing  the  waters  of  the  Godbout  on 
the  north  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  Mr. 
Charles  Hallock  has  called  this  river  "the  best  of 
all  for  scenic  attractions  and  a  stated  supply  of  fish," 
and  Mr.  Hallock  knows  from  personal  experience 
what  he  is  talking  about.  There  are  rivers  where 
an  average  of  two  or  three  fish  a  day  is  considered 
very  good  sport,  and  a  salmon  fisherman  who  is  not 
satisfied  with  such  a  result  is  possessed  of  a  very 
unenviable  disposition.  Under  certain  conditions 
of  weather  and  water  some  of  the  best  salmon  fisher- 
men that  I  know  of  have  fished  two  and  three  weeks 
at  a  time  upon  excellent  Canadian  rivers  without 
killing  a  single  fish.  There  have  been  many  blank 
days  on  the  Godbout,  but  on  the  other  hand  a 
record  (  f  over  forty  salmon  in  a  single  day  has  been 
claimed  for  Mr.  Comeau.  In  another  season  609 
fish  have  been  killed  in  this  river  by  anglers  between 
June  15  and  July  15.  Colonel  Alexander  relates 
that  in  1847  Captain  J.  M.  Strachan  took  forty-two 
salmon  out  of  the  Godbout  in  parts  only  of  two 
days'  fishing.  The  colonel  believed  this  river  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  world  for  the  angler,  though 
he  found  by  experience  :  that  it  varies  much  in 
different  seasons.  In  1861  252  fish  were  killed  in 
the  Godbout  between  June  6  and  July  24  inclusive. 


The  largest  number  of  fish  killed  in  any  one  day  in 
that  year  was  twenty-one,  and  the  second  best  day 
yielded  fifteen  fish.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  as  the 
result  of  a  comparison  of  these  figures  with  the  score 
for  last  season  that,  thanks  to  the  excellent  protec- 
tion which  this  river  has  received,  there  has  been 
no  deterioration  during  the  last  forty  years  in  either 
the  size  or  number  of  its  fish. 

In  1902  no  less  than  543  salmon  and  ten  grilse 
were  killed  between  June  11  and  July  23  inclusive. 
The  best  day's  fishing  was  on  July  11,  when  twenty- 
nine  fish,  weighing  in  all  3001b.,  were  killed.  On 
the  10th  of  the  same  month  twenty-eight  salmon 
were  taken  ;  on  the  12th,  twenty-seven  ;  on  the  7th, 
twenty-five  ;  on  the  5bh  and  8th,  twenty-four  each. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  season  the  river 
was  fished  by  four  rods.  Mr.  John  Manuel,  of 
Ottawa,  who  has  to  his  credit  216  of  the  543  salmon 
and  five  of  the  ten  grilse,  has  fished  the  river  for 
more  seasons  than  anybody  else,  and  did  not  miss 
a  day's  fishing  during  last  season.  He  killed  twenty 
salmon  on  July  1 1 ,  thirteen  on  another  day,  and 
eleven  each  on  three  other  days.  He  had  only  three 
blank  days  during  the  season.  Colonel  Whitehead 
and  Mr.  James  Law,  both  of  Montreal,  fished  most 
of  the  time  together,  which  means  that  as  a  rule  one 
fished  while  the  other  rested,  the  two  anglers  using 
only  the  privileges  of  a  single  rod.  Their  best  day 
also  gave  twenty  fish,  of  which  eighteen  are  to  the 
credit  of  Mr.  Law  and  two  to  that  of  Colonel  White- 
head. Mr.  F.  L.  Wanklyn,  of  Montreal,  only  fished 
from  June  12  to  24  inclusive,  killing  twenty-six  fish. 
Mr.  A.  Paterson,  of  Montreal,  arrived  on  the  day 
that  Mr.  Wanklyn  finished  fishing,  and  from  that 
date  to  the  end  of  the  season  ran  up  a  score  of  sixty- 
seven  salmon  and  two  grilse. 

Nobody  can  read  the  above  scores  without  coming 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  Godbout  is  a  wonderfully 
well-stocked  river.  The  fish  do  not  run  nearly  so 
large  as  those  of  theMoisie,  for  instance,  nor  average 
more  than  half  the  weight  of  the  Cascapedia  salmon. 
The  average  of  last  season's  fish  was  10'861b.,  and 
the  grilse  averaged  4Jlb.  No  less  than  seventeen 
pools  were  fished  last  season,  though  three  of  them 
only  yielded  a  single  fish  each.  The  upper  pool 
proved  by  far  the  best  on  the  river,  yielding  150 
fish. — E.  T.  D.  Chambers  in  Forest  and  Stream. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


'■AN  OLD  TIME  ANGLER." 

The  accompanying  lines  were  written  in  1797  by 
my  great  grandfather,  who  was  in  his  day  one  of 
the  most  enthusiastic  and  widely  known  anglers  in 
Great  Britain.  He  was  the  son  of  the  Earl  of  Arran 
and  a  d'ean  in  the  Episcopal  Church ;  his  title  was 
"  The  Hon.  and  Very  Reverend  George  Gore,  Dean 
of  Killala." 

His  leisure  hours  for  more  than  sixty  years, 
between  1778  and  1840,  were  devoted  to  the  "gentle 
art." 

At  his  death  in  1845  his  fishing  tackle,  the  col- 
lection of  more  than  a  lifetime,  was  distributed 
among  his  relatives,  and  I,  through  my  father,  came 
into  possession  of  his  "fly  books"  and  "colour 
books, ' '  and  in  one  of  the  latter  was  the  date  1 789,  to 
which  was  appended:  '  The  year  of  the  rebellion 
in  Ireland."  In  this  book  was  found  the  quaint 
old  poem,  as  follows  : — 

Vekses  written  on  the  Death  of  a  Famous 
Old  Angler. 
Rejoice,  ye  finny  tribes,  rejoice  ! 
To  heaven,  each  troutling,  raise  your  voice. 
That  famous  Angler,  Crosby's  fled 
To  the  dark  mansions  of  the  dead. 
Heaven,  in  compassion  to  your  race, 
Removed  him  to  that  dismal  place. 
There  with  old  Charon  he  may  fish. 
And  ia  the  Styx  may  catch  a  dish 
Of  such  infernal  trouts  as  there 
He  may,  perchance,  with  hook  ensnare. 
But  if  old  Pluto  don't  look  sharp. 
This  poacher  will  catch  all  his  carp, 
Salmon  and  pike,  and  leave  him  few 
For  fair  Queen  Proserpine  to  stew. 
Adieu,  dear  fish,  I  wish  you  joy. 
That  he  no  more  may  you  annoy. 
^797.  George  Gore. 

— Habry  Ellard  in  The  National  Sportsman, 

Boston,  U.S.A. 


accuracy,  sends  me  the  following  curious  incident : 
"  When  last  at  Cabanne,  I  had  a  strange  ex- 
perience; at  1 1  a.m.  I  hooked  a  fish,  and  broke  my 
cast,  losing  a  fly  and  fifteen  inches  of  gut ;  at  3  p.m. 
in  the  same  place  I  hooked  the  same  fish,  but  it  got 
away,  but  left  the  hook  of  the  morning  fly  hitched 
on  to  the  afternoon  fly,  which  seems  rather  singular." 

I  wonder  if  any  of  your  readers  ever  had  a  similar 
experience  ?  That  must  have  been  a  very  artful  or 
very  lucky  trout.— Yours  faithfully, 

Chas.  a.  Payton, 

Calais,  Feb.  25,  1903. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Watkins.— We  believe  that  Mr.  Nichols,  tackle 
maker,  of  Bridge  House,  Kingston-on-Thames,  has 
a  few  copies  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett's  "  Lower  and 
Mid  Thames." 

p.,  Newport.— See  any  of  the  advertisements  of 
fish  breeders. 


letters  to  the  EbUor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

DRAWBACKS  IN  USE  OF  ALUMINIUM  AND 
REMEDIES  FOR  SAME. 
Sir,— During  recent  years  our  leading  tackle 
makers  have  shown  an  increasing  tendency  to 
manufacture  salmon  and  trout  reels  out  of  alu- 
minium or  some  alloy  of  aluminium.  While  con- 
siderable weight  is  undoubtedly  saved  by  the  use  of 
such  metal,  a  decided  objection  may  be  taken  to  its 
use.  This  is  its  liability  to  oxidization,  due  either 
to  moisture  or  perhaps  to  the  dressing  of  the  line. 
A  "flossy"  white  powder  is  deposited  most  difficult 
to  remove,  and  of  unpleasant  appearance  and  smell. 
It  any  of  your  readers  possessing  technical  know- 
ledge would  kindly  inform  the  Fishing  Gazette 
whether  there  is  any  specific  to  apply  to  reels  which 
would  prevent  this  deposit,  or  remove  it  eas:ly 
when  deposited,  a  benefit  would  be  conforrtd  on 
Hv  fishermen. — Yours  laithfully. 
Fly  Fishers'  Club.  W.  Pingo  Hobton. 

CURIOUS  RECOVERY  OF  A  FLY. 
Dear  Sir, — A  friend  of  mine,  a  keen  and  success- 
ul  trout-fisher  in  Italy,  and  thoroughly  reliable  for 


SOME  BIG  SALMON. 

Commenting  on  the  remarkable  trio  of  salmon 
which  a  little  time  back  reached  this  country  from 
Norway,  Mr.  H.  Ffemiell  gives  the  dimensions  of 
three  Rhine  salmon  which  were  brought  to  England 
in  1889,  and  formed  a  trio  hardly  less  notable.  The 
three  from  Norway  weigh  together  157^1b.,  the 
biggest  turning  the  scale  at  5Glb.  and  measuring  I 
48|in.  by  28Jin.  ;  the  next  weighing  55Jlb.,  and 
measuring  51in.  by  29in.  ;  and  the  third  weighing 
461b.,  with  a  length  of  48in.  and  a  girth  of  26in. 
Of  the  Rhine  salmon,  the  heaviest  nearly  turned 
the  scale  at  561b.,  and  measured  5Uin.  by  28in. 
The  larger  of  the  two  other  fish  scaled  just  4|oz. 
under  the  501b.,  measured  47^in.  in  length  and 
27|in.  in  girth,  while  the  other  salmon  was  6oz. 
under  the  501b.,  and  measured  47in.  by  27in. 
— Globe. 


A  "FREAK"  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sending  you  a  "freak"  roach 
caught  by  J.  James  whilst  fishing  for  pike  bait. 
You  will  notice  that  the  "lower  jaw"  is  fixed,  and 
It  was  so  when  the  fiah  was  alive.  I  kept  it  in  a 
bath  for  about  eighteen  hours.  It  affords  a  very  good 
object  lesson  of  the  "suction  "  used  by  roach  when 
taking  their  food.— Yours  faithfully. 

A.  Edward  Hobbs, 

Henley-on-Thames.  Hon.  Sec.  H.F.P.A. 

UMBRELLA  RINGS  AS  HOOK  HOLDS, 
Dear  Sir, — Though  I  have  met  scores  of  fisher- 
men,  I  have  seen  none  using  a  penny  elastic 


RJNG 


umbrella  ring  on  the  rod  below  the  reel  as  a  hook 
catch  when  carrying  the  rod  out  of  use.  It  is  far 
preferable  to  hooking  your  tail  fly  or  any  hook 
imder  or  round  the  winch  or  winch-fittings. — Yours 
truly,  c.  D.  F. 

[Another  good  dodge  is  to  have  a  bit  of  cork  fixed 
on  the  butt  in  some  convenient  place. — Ed.] 


THE  THAMES  AS  A  TROUT  STREAM. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  writing,  as  an  angler  of  many 
years'  standing,  to  heartily  endorse  every  word  of 
your  correspondent  "  Two  Year  Old."  It  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  successfully  stock  witli  trout 
in  pike  water,  and  when  the  pikoVater  is  the  pikiest 
part  of  the  Mid-Thames  it  is  little  short  of  insanity 
to  look  for  adequate  results.  The  Henley  and 
District  Restocking  Association  must  be  well  aware 
of  the  voracity  of  the  pike,  and  that  trout  are  their 
favourite  food  ;  also  that  trout  of  the  size  put  in 
are  completely  at  their  mgrcy  as  long  as  they  feel 
inclined  to  feed.  Yet  these  restocking  associations 
not  only  make  no  effprt  to  remove  the  pike,  but 
actually  add  to  the  supply. 

"  Two  Year  Old's  "  suggestion  is  an  excellent 
one,  and  practicable.  Of  course,  the  ideal  sporting 
river  would  be  one  where  the  different  liinds  of  fish 
were  as  carefully  sorted  out  as  they  are  in  aquaria, 
but  this  would  be  impossible  on  the  score  of  expense. 
But  undoubtedly  the  pike  might  be  netted  out,  say, 
from  Medmenham  to  Hambledon,  and  the  perch 
also,  and  would  go  to  increase  the  sport  for  pike  and 
perch  fishers  in  some  other  reach  of  the  Thames. 
Then  I  should  be  prepared  to  do  what  I  have  not 
hitherto  done,  and  contribute  to  the  restocking  with 
trout  fund,  and  would  willingly  pay  a  season's 
subscription  of  a  guinea  for  permission  to  fish  in  a 
stretch  thus  reserved  to  trout  fishers,  and  reasonably 
certain  to  afford  sport.  Few  can  afford  the  days 
and  weeks  of  wasted  time  necessary  to  get  a  taste 
of  it  imder  existing  conditions. 

Of  course  our  representative  on  the  Fishery 
Board  would  have  to  obtain  a  modification  of  the 
law  for  the  stretch  of  water  in  question,  and  it  should 
be  lawful  to  destroy  pike  there  of  any  size  by  any 
and  every  means  not  injurious  to  other  fish.  No 
professional  fisherman  shouli  b3  allowed  to  fish 
unless  he  paid  up  like  th)  rest,  and  no  ground 
baiting  or  worm  fishinj;  should  be  permitted. — 
Yours  truly.  Trout  Fisher. 


HOW  FLIES  LOOK  TO  THE  FISH. 

Sir,— Looking  up  at  a  fly  on  the  water  in  an 
aquarium  (a  natural  fly)  only  the  legs  appear  in  the 
water  and  the  body,  whilst  the  wings  are  only  soon  in 
tlie  case  of  clear  winged  flies  (for  example,  dun.s  and 
gnats)  in  most  shadowy  outline.  If  you  throw  an 
artificial  dun  on  to  the  water  and  it  falls  on  its  side 
a.-,  it  too  often  does  when  fishing,  the  feather  wings 
are  not  one  bit  really  like  the  natural  fly,  and  if  it 
falls  on  its  hackle,  representing  the  legs,  then  the 
wings  look  too  substantial  viewed  from  below  as 
you  see  them  above  the  water.  Does  not  this  point 
to  the  use  of  hackle  flies  only,  and  the  hacklo  all 
round  representing  the  legs  only  ? 

In  an  olive  quill  gnat  none  of  the  hackle  should 
surely  represent  the  wings,  as  however  the  fly  falls 
the  body  and  hackle  should  represent  the  legs  and 
body,  and  the  hackle  above  water  will  sufficiently 
give,  viewed  from  below,  a  wing-like  outline.  lii 
thicker  winged  flies  feather  winys  are  preferable. 
A  hackle  Alder  would  in  any  position  on  the  water 
represent  a  fly  wings  downwards  if  the  hackle  was 
more  than  that  which  represents  legs.  I  should  like 
to  see  this  discussed. — Yours  faithfully, 

Canoff. 

A  GOOD  PLACE  FOR  A  SPORTSMAN  TO 

LIVE  IN  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Re  your  inquiry  in  correspondence 
columns.  This  neighbourhood  (Sjuth  Davon)  is 
admirably  suited  to  one  fond  of  sport.  A  beautiful 
climate,  living  cheap,  country  grand,  and,  above  all, 
a  rare  place  for  sport  of  all  sorts.  Sea  fishing  within 
easy  access  for  most  of  the  year,  trout  fishing  in  the 
River  Avon,  and  good  it  is,  too.  Also  shooting  can 
be  obtained  easily,  either  fur  or  feather.  Any 
further  information  I  shall  be  delighted  to  give  of 
or  about  this  Garden  of  England.— Yours  truly, 
Kingsbridge,  South  Davon.       R.  M.  Stewart. 

A  WINDING-IN  QUERY— TO  BRONZE  ROD 
FITTINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  like  to  know  what  is  deemed 
correct  in  landing  a  fish— to  hold  the  rod  in  the 
right  hand  and  draw  the  line  in  with  the  left,  also 
playing  the  fish  in  the  same  way.  or  changing  the 
rod  to  the  left  hand  and  reeling  in  the  line  with  the 
right  (which  seems  to  me  left-handed),  or  with  the 
rod  in  the  right  hand  and  the  reel  fitted  with  the 
handle  to  the  left,  and  reeling  with  the  left  hand  ? 
David  Foster  said  in  his  "Scientific  Angler"  in 
other  words  that  to  see  a  strong  man  cornfortably 
winding  away  at  a  miniature  windlass  was  the 
height  of  absurdity  to  him.  By  this  he  seems  to 
point  out  that  to  wind  in  a  fish  by  the  reel  any  way 
is  not  proper. 

I  enclose  for  your  opinion  a  Light  Drake,  one  of 
an  amateur  fly-maker's  dressing.  It  is  a  quill 
detached  body;  but  we  generallv  use  fur  undetached 
bodies  here,  as  they  kill  and  float  better.  Thanking 

you  in  anticipation  and  for  other  obligations  

Yours  truly,  p.  Renshaw. 

P.S. — How  can  I  bronze  brass  winch  fittings  ; 
[Nine  out  of  ten  anglers,  probably  more,  hold  the 
rod  in  the  left  hand  and  wind  in  with  the  right ;  if 
you  want  to  do  this  with  the  reel  above  the  rod, 
you  must  put  it  on  so  that  the  handle  is  on  the  left 
side  of  the  rod  when  reel  is  underneath.  It  is  pro- 
bably better  for  both  reel  and  line  to  wind  in  with 
the  reel  above  the  rod,  as  the  rod  thus  gets  more 
all-round  use  and  the  line  is  wound  over  the  smooth 
rod,  and  there  is  not  so  much  friction.  Havincr 
always  done  so,  personally  I  much  prefer  the  reel 
held  under  the  rod  in  playing  a  fish,  the  rod  held  in 
left  hand,  and  the  fish  wound  in  with  the  right. 

The  May  Fly  is  very  good,  but  1  do  not'  like 
detached  bodies — the  fish  seem  so  often  to  miss  the 
hook,  which  is,  as  it  were,  guarded  by  the  stiff,  pro- 
jecting body. 

To  bronze  brass  a  brown  colour,  simly  immer.ije  in 
a  pint  of  water  in  which  5  drachms  of  perchloride  of 
iron  have  been  dissolved.  The  brass  must  be  quite 
free  from  grease,  and  clean. — Ed.] 

THE  RIVER  COQUET. 
Dear  Sir,— As  an  old  Coquet-sider,  I  am  much 
interested  in  any  fishing  intelligence  relating  to 
that  liver,  although  it  is  a  great  many  years  since  I 
cast  a  line  upon  it.  Knowing  it  well  in  former 
days,  when  the  true  salmon  (Salmo  salar)  was  un- 
heard of  as  frequenting  it,  the  bull  trout  kelts  did 
not  descend  to  the  sea  before  April  or  May,  and  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  alleged  captures  of 
clean  fish  early  in  February,  as  stated  in  some  of 
the  local  papers,  and  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Feb.  14.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  true  salmon 
kelts  in  the  Coquet  return  to  the  sea  much  earlier 
than  the  bull  trout,  and  I  should  like,  by  your 
favour,  to  inquire  whether  the  fish  in  question  were 
fresh  run  ones  or  simply  mended  kelts  ?  If  the 
latter,  is  the  fishing  lawful  V— Yours  truly, 

Dobit.ator. 
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INEXPENSIVE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  only  a  beginner  in  the  art  of 
fly  fishing,  and  as  I  propose  to  spend  next  June 
somewhere  in  Scotland  trout  fishing,  1  should  feel 
very  grateful  to  "  A.  K."  if  he  would  not  mind  giving 
fuller  particulars  with  regard  to  the  lodges  to  be 
let  in  Caithness  or  elsewhere  in  Scotland  that  he 
may  know  of.  Does  the  £15  to  £20  a  month 
include  food?  Is  there  a  caretaker,  or  does  one 
have  to  take  one's  own  servants?  Are  there  boats 
on  the  lochs;  if  so,  are  they  included  in  the  rent  ? 
As  my  wife  is  fishing  with  me  is  the  accommodation 
at  all  possible?  If  it  is  not  asking  too  much,  I 
should  like  to  ask  "  A.  K."  about  what  the  expenses 
of  a  month's  fishing  at  one  of  these  lodges  came  to  ? 

It  is  so  difficult  I  find  to  hear  of  good  trout  fishing 
that  one  can  depend  upon  that  I  should  be  only  too 
glad  to  hear  of  any  good  reasonable  fishing  in 
Scotland. — Yours  truly,  T.  Tulk-Hart. 

4,  Gloucester-place,  Brighton. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Dear  Sir, — Thinking  of  spending  my  Easter 
hohdays  at  the  Isle  of  Man,  could  any  of  my  brother 
anglers  give  me  an  idea  about  the  best  and  cheapest 
trout-fishing  and  also  what  flies  to  use? — Yours 
truly,  R.  W.  Whitaker. 

[Mr.  Whitaker  will  find  some  useful  information 
in  that  invaluable  work,  "The  Angler's  Diary  and 
Fisherman's  G4zetteer,"  published  by  Mr.  Horace 
Cox.  Field  Office,  Breams  Buildings ;  price  Is.  6d. 
—Ed.] 

LIGHT  RODS  AND  TESTS. 
Dear  Sib, —As  you  expressed  dissatisfaction  with 
pacing  a?  a  means  of  measuring  the  casting  of  the 
Leonard  rod  on  the  Wandle,  I  took  down  a  sur- 
veyor's tape  and  verified  the  result.  The  place  of 
standing  was  quite  clearly  defined  by  a  bridge.  The 
cast  was  along  a  bank  lined  by  a  fence,  and  the  two 
best  casts  each  went  a  foot  or  so  above  a  certain 
easily  distinguishable  post  where  the  top  rail  of  the 
fence  was  broken.  From  the  end  of  the  fence  at 
the  bridge  to  the  broken  post  was  71  feet.  So  that 
my  estimate  of  24  yards  was  correct  within  a  few 
inches  more  or  less — but  I  think  not  less. — Yours 
truly,  Val  Conson. 


POROUS  WADERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  or 
others  (readers  of  the  Fishing  Oazette)  whether 
waders  which  have  become  porous  can  be  renovated 
by  an  outside  application  of  sugar  of  lead  or  other 
water-resisting  imguent.  My  waders  are,  to  all 
appearance,  as  good  as  new,  but  have  become 
porous  in  places,  apparently  in  the  same  way  as  the 
inner  tube  of  a  "  bike."  Perhaps  some  of  the  pre- 
parations sold  for  remedying  the  inner  tube  would 
restore  the  waders  if  soaked  in  it  ? — Yours  truly, 

W.  D.  Galpi.nt. 

[This  question  has  often  been  asked,  and  the 
answer  has  always  been  that  when  the  rubber  in  the 
waders  has  perished  there  is  no  remedy. — Ed.] 

WILL  PIKE  LIVE  FOUR  DAYS  OUT  OF 
WATER  ? 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  inform 
me,  approximately,  the  length  of  time  a  pike  will 
live  when  taken  from  the  water,  providing  it  is  not 
internally  injured  or  placed  in  wet  moss.  In  the 
course  ot  a  walk  along  the  banks  of  the  Thames  on 
Feb.  15  1  was  informed  that  an  exceptionally  fine 
specimen  lived  for  four  days.  I  should  hardly 
credit  this  without  expert  confirmation.  —  Yours 
truly,  Gerald  M.  Neighbour. 

[Four  days !  Four  hours  would  be  nearer  the 
mark,  though  I  believe  there  are  authentic  records 
of  pike  living  half  a  day  or  more. — Ed.] 


THE  LANDING  NET,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  intend  this  season  adopting  my 
friend  Mr.  Tod's  plan  for  net  carrying,  illustrated  in 
your  Christmas  number,  as  even  one  better  than  Mr. 
Roll's,  vide  last  Fishing  Gazette.  But  I  must  join 
issue  with  Mr.  T.  on  one  point.  He  wishes  to  retain 
end  of  handle  in  his  landing-ring  while  netting  a 
trout.  One  does  not  care  to  be  encumbered  with 
a  long  handle,  and  I  find  it  safer  when  netting  my 
fish  to  hold  the  end  of  my  2Jft.  handle  as  far  out  as 
the  arm  will  reach.  This  could  not  be  done  with 
end  of  handle  retained  in  ring.  My  old  way  was 
to  have  a  small  strap  at  left  side  of  back,  and  to 
suspend  readily  detachable  handle  by  a  flat  brass 
hook. 

A  final  word  on  the  great  rod  question.  What  I 
entirely  fail  to  see  is  why  a  rod  whose  dead  weight 
is  lOoz.  or  lloz.  should  be  called  a  "hand-paralyser." 
I  am  no  Hercules,  but  my  favourite  lift,  green- 
heart,- by  Walbran,  weighs  lloz.,  and  I  can  use  it 
from  morning  to  night  without  the  slightest  dis- 
comfort, fishing  hard  too     Why  a  stronger  man 


than  I  requires  a  far  lighter  weapon  is  a  riddle 
which  I  give  up.  I  imagine,  like  the  trout  of 
the  twentieth  century,  that  we  are  getting  over- 
educated,  but  I  doubt  we  shall  be  more  successful 
even  with  5oz.  rods. — Yours  truly. 

Black  Hackle. 

"Black  Hackle"  sends  a  bit  of  line,  and  asks 
why  it  kinks  when  salmon  fishing  and  letting  the 
slack  go  in  casting.  It  is  impossible  to  say  from 
the  two  or  three  inches  of  line  you  send  why  it 
kinks,  but  probably  the  line  has  been  twisted  and 
wound  lip  in  that  state.  Suspend  it  with  a  weight 
from  a  window  to  stretch  it  and  take  the  twist  out. 
Rubbing  the  line  with  deer's  fat  will  help.— Ed.] 


TO  MAKE  A  CEMENTED  POND 
WATERTIGHT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  L.  F.  Barton's 
inquiry  as  to  how  to  make  a  cemented  pond  water- 
tight I  should  advise  him  to  give  the  sides  and 
bottom  two  coats  of  "  cement  wash."  This  would 
be  much  better  than  paint,  quicker  put  on,  and  at 
far  less  cost.  If  he  got  an  old  bucket,  put  in  it  about 
half  a  gallon  of  cement  and  then  mixed  sufficient 
water  to  make  it  the  consistency  of  paint,  and  then 
got  about  a  six-inch  erass  whitewash  brush  (cost  lOd  ), 
he  will  find  that  it  would  take  but  a  very  few  minutes 
to  coat  over  the  old  cement.  Give  this  a  day  to  set, 
then  apply  the  second  coat,  but  he  must  not  forget 
to  soak  the  whole  before  putting  in  the  fish  as 
cement  is  very  poisonous.  It  would  be  better  in 
many  ways  to  fill  in  the  bottom  with  about  two  feet 
of  well-washed  gravel,  so  that  the  water  would  not 
be  more  than  two  feet  deep.  Not  only  can  one  view 
the  fish  better,  but  the  shallower  the  water  the 
better  it  gets  aerated.  In  fact,  if  your  subscriber 
has  perused  that  admirable  article  on  the  "  Fresh- 
water Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Bateman,  which 
has  been  appearing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  he  would 
see  how  important  it  was  to  have  all  receptacles  for 
fish  as  shallow  as  possible. — Yours  faithfully, 

Waltondale,  Newport,  I.W.     Percy  Wal'jam. 

[To  keep  live  bait  it  is  much  better  to  put  them 
in  an  open  bath  with  only  an  inch  or  two  of  water 
than  to  fill  up  the  bath.  The  fish  splashing  about 
aerate  the  water. — Ed.1 


A  LUMINOUS  CENTIPEDE. 
Dear  Sir, — One  night  recently  I  saw  on  a  gravel 
path  in  my  garden  a  worm,  as  it  seemed,  all  alive, 
wriggling  its  way  along,  and  shining  throughout  its 
whole  length  with  a  clear  pale  green  light.  I  called 
a  fishing  friend  who  was  staying  with  me  to  bear 
witness  to  the  fact.  We  picked  it  up  and  took  it  in 
for  a  nearer  inspection.  The  creature  in  the  light 
appeared  to  be  an  ordinary  centipede  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  long,  white  in  colour.  I  kept  it  in  a 
small  box,  but  it  was  dead  and  shrivelled  the  next 
morning. 

Are  centipedes  luminous  in  the  dark  ?  If  so, 
would  they  not  be  useful  as  attractive  bait^  at 
night  ?— Yours  truly,  S.  V.  B. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  looked  up 
centipede  in  the  *'  National  Encyclopsedia."  It 
says:  "Some  species  of  the  genus  Geophilus  are 
found  in  England,  one  of  which,  G.  Longicornis,  is 
luminous  in  the  dark,  like  many  other  species  of  the 
same  family." 

[Some  anglers  would  like  to  try  luminous  centi- 
pedes as  bait  for  chub  these  dark  days. — Ed.] 

EARTHQUAKE  ATTRIBUTED  TO  FISHING 
ON  SUNDAY. 
Dear  Sir, — While  reading  over  some  memorabilia 
of  the  seventeenth  century  I  found  a  rather  interest- 
ing item  anent  "  Feeshin  on  the  Sawbath  "  : — 

"  On  the  8th  of  November.  1608,  the  people  of 
Aberdeen,  about  9  p.m.,  were  dreadfully  alarmed  by 
an  earthquake,  on  account  of  which  a  day  of  fasting 
and  humiliation  was  appointed  by  the  magistrates 
and  clergy. 

"The  particular  sin  on  account  of  which  this 
scourge  was  thought  to  have  been  sent  was  salmon 
fishing  on  Sunday. 

"  And  accordingly  the  proprietors  of  fishings  were 
called  before  the  sessions  and  rebuked  in  due  form. 

"'Some,'  says  the  session's  record,  '  promist 
absolutely  to  forbear  both  by  himselfs  and  their 
servants  in  time  coming.  Others  promist  to  forbear 
upon  the  condition  subscryvant  and  some  plainly 
refusit  any  way  to  forbear,'  "  etc. 

I  think  this  partly  explains  the  decided  objection 
which  our  friends  across  the  Border  have  to  anglers 
pursuing  the  gentle  art  on  the  Sabbath  Day, 
although  now  as  then  there  will  be  those  who 
prefer  to  gang  their  awn  gait  independent  of 
keeper,  shepherd,  or  elder, — Faithfully  yours, 

Hull.  Wm.  W.  Prince. 


have  a  lot  of  odd  fishing  notes  made  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  but  they  sadly  want  putting  in  order 
for  reference.  The  other  day  I  came  across  one 
which  might  perhaps  raise  an  interesting  discussion. 
For  the  seasons  1893  and  1894,  self  and  some  dozen 
friends  tabulated  the  number  of  fish  caught,  to- 
gether with  the  direction  of  the  wind,  etc.  With 
regard  to  wind  it  gives  the  following  as  the  result 
of  four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  visits,  all  to  the 
same  water,  in  which  there  is  nothing  but  trout. 
Relative  number  of  fish  caught  in  various  winds, 
1893  and  1894  :  N.,  2  ;  S.,  2 ;  E.,  4 ;  W.,  6 ;  N.E., 
4  ;  N.W.,  4  (nearly) ;  S.E.,  4;  S.W.,  5. 

Another  interesting  question:  In  which  months 
is  the  proportion  of  good  fish  to  total  catch  the 
highest  ? — Yours  truly,  H.  S.  G. 

P.S. — The  relative  number  for  S.  wind  is,  to  me, 
rather  a  surprise,  but  it  (S.)  usually  means  a  blazing 
hot  sun. 

["  H.  S.  G.'s  "  note  is  very  interesting.  On  a  dry 
fly  water  the  best  wind  is  that  which  blows  up 
stream.  I  know  a  fine  stretch  of  water  which  fishes 
best  in  an  east  wind. — Ed.] 


WHICH  WIND  IS  BEST  FOR  SPORT  1 
Dear  Sir, — Thanks  for  your  prompt  and  very 
kindly  worded  letter  re  "Better  Than  Like,"  I 


MORE  PATCHES. 
Sir  — A  gentleman  from  "Mona's  Isle"  describes 
for  me  what  I  ventured  to  call  in  a  sporting  contem- 
porary the  "Hook  Fly,"  and  he  claims  much  for  it 
with  trout.  You  simply  tie  a  hackle  and  wing  to 
an  eyed  bronze  hook,  and  there  you  are.  I  have  no 
doubt  it  will  kill  as  well  as  the  best.  Since  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell  made  the  tremendous  and  over- 
whelming, discovery  that  a  trout  will  take  a  Red 
May  Fly  anything  is  possible,  and  never  again  shall 
I  speak  of  fish  or  fishing  except  in  whispers.  Was 
Solomon  thinking  of  a  spring  salmon  when  he  said 
— even  he  in  all  his  wisdom — "  the  way  of  a  fish  in 
the  sea"  was  beyond  his  comprehension?  In  Dec- 
ember even  this  grand  fellow,  resplendent  in  silver 
sheen,  leaves  the  ocean  for  those  inland  waters 
where  his  lean  and  lanky,  unclean  and  emaciated 
fellows  have  scarcely  begun  to  recover  a  little  from 
the  pangs  of  parturition,  and  yields  both  sport  and 
a  dish  "  to  set  before  the  king."  I  see  in  the  Irish 
Times  that  some  spring  fish  from  Sligo  were  sold  in 
early  January  at  10s.  a  pound.  When  did  the 
springer  last  spawn  ?  He  enters  freshwater  about 
the  middle  or  end  of  the  spawning  season,  and 
remains,  I  am  told,  till  next  spawning  season,  when 
he  too  must  take  his  turn  of  marital  duty  and  fall 
down  to  the  sea  in  due  course,  a  wretched,  despised 
kelt  even  as  others.  A  whole  thirteen  or  fourteen 
months'  unbroken  stay  in  fresh  water — what  a  fast ! 
I  sometimes  see  him  in  June  and  July,  and  he  is 
reddening  fast  by  ;that  time ;  but  I  have  never 
known  him  to  leave  the  main  river  and  ascend  to 
the  spawning  streamlets  till  the  fulness  of  time  for 
spawning  has  come.  When  he  gets  to  the  sea  a 
kelt,  does  he  return  in  autumn  a  back-ender,  or  is 
it,  "  once  a  spring  fish  always  a  spring  fish  "  ?  W« 
take  him  in  the  Shannon  from  February  till  April  or 
May  with  a  trolled  bait,  but  he  gradually  reddens 
and  abandons  such  vanities.  Once  in  a  way— rarely, 
very  rarely — he  takes  a  fly  in  summer,  but  on  the 
whole  he  may  be  said  to  disappear— at  least  it 
won't  mislead  to  put  it  in  that  way — in  June  or 
thereabouts.  Of  course  I  speak  altogether  from 
personal  observation,  and  this  is  in  general  the 
worst  way  to  learn  anything.  He  may  comport 
himself  quite  differently  in  other  waters.  And  m 
some  rivers  the  springer  is  entirely  unknown.  A 
riddle  indeed  is  this  splendid  winter  visitor  to  our- 
heavy  rivers. 

Is  it  not  a  mistake  to  troll  with  any  but  an  un- 
dressed line,  especially  in  narrow  water?  The 
enamelled  line  certainly  seems  to  me  to  have  too 
much  life  for  steady,  uniform  work,  though  there  is, 
of  course,  infinitely  less  danger  of  snar  ing 

I  am  indifferent  honest— for  an  angler  that  is— 
but  now  and  again  I  have  my  misgivings  about 
mvself  For  instance,  when  I  venture  to  advocate 
some  certain  practice  or  other  I  generaUy  do  so  m 
such  way  as  to  be  understood  as  speakmg  for  myself 
and  defending  my  own  methods;  but  the  truth  is. 
I  very  seldon?  practise  what  I  preach  m  th.s  way 
This  sma«ks  somewhat  of  the  dismgenuous  bub 
it  is  a  good  way  to  excite  discussion  and  so  find  out 
th  ngs^  By  praising  the  plausible  but  untried  one 
is  often  saved  from  the  mortification  o  discovermg 
drawbacks  by  the  old  road  of  personal  experience. 
For  instance!  I  recently  advocated  instantaneous 
striking  when  dapping,  and  gave  my  reasons  at 
We  ffr  doing  so,  but  i  never  strike  instantaneously 
myfelf  And  now  "  Benwyan '' in  a  very  interestmg 
let'ier  tells  us  how  he  lost  two  or  th-^ee  feh  ^ 
companion's  one  by  qmck  striking  There  is 
course,  no  getting  over  a  fact  like  this,  but  it  is  too 
important  I  matter  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  tail  end 
oTKeady  over  lengthy  letter  so  we  must  even 
put  it  off  to  a  more  convenient  ^oason.- \^ouib 
truly, 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


March  14,  1903 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOBj 

Messes.  Faelow's  Price  List  for  1903^ 
I  HAVE  received  from  Messrs.  FarW,  191,  Strand- 
London,  the  1903  edition  of  their  most  handy' 
compact,  and  complete  iprice  Ust.  Everything  is 
illustrated  that  will  be  made  clearer  by  illustration 
—for  instance,  Mr.  G.  Ashley  Dodd's  very  simple 
and  perfect  line-guard  for  preventing  the  line 
fouhng  round  the  back  of  the  reel;  it  can  be 
attached  or  detached  in  a  few  seconds.  Messrs. 
Farlow's  catalogue  covers  every  department  of 
angling,  and  for  many  other  parts  of  the  world 
besides  the  United  Kingdom.  This  year's  edition 
IS  increased  by  ten  pages,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
angler  who  cannot  get  what  he  requires  out  of 
Messrs.  Farlow's  varied  and  excellent  stock  will 
indeed  be  hard  to  please.  Their  name  on  anything 
IS,  ^  of  good  quality,  in  fact  the  best, 

ihe  list  of  modern  works  on  angling  kept  in  stock 
IS  the  most  complete  I  know. 

Fishing  near  Dumfries. 

.i-^A'^^i^*^*'?  15th  Annual  Report 

that  the  Dumfries  Angling  Promotion  and  Protec- 
tion Club  is  flourishing.  The  club  preserves  some 
nine  miles  of  trout  fishing,  more  than  half  of  which 
they  permit  visitors  to  fish  on  payment  of  Is  per 
day  or  2s.  6d.  per  week.  Further  particulars  can 
be  had  of  the  secretary,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  McKinnon, 
6,  JNe wall- terrace,  Dumfries; 


I  made  a  great  improvement  in  it  by  making  it  of 
aluminium.  With  casts  with  flies  on  wound  on  s 
few  of  these  metal  holders  there  is  little  need  for  a 
fly  book ;  it  is  equally  useful  for  got  lines,  for 
worm  and  other  bait  fishing,  and  is  a  very  simple 
and  practical  invention.  It  would  be  well  worth 
while  to  have  a  moth-proof  case  to  hold  half-a- 
dozen  of  these  little  plates. 


which  is  opened  by  a  slight  pressure  and  the  net 
handle  falls  into  thehand.  During  many  years"  use 
I  have  never  found  it  fail. 

"To  prevent  rust,  and  also  for  appearance,  the 
clip  should  be  nickel-plated. --Yours  truly, 

"J.  McLellan  Fairlby," 


Another  good  method  op  carrying  the 
Landing-net.- 
-"  Dear  Sir,— Yet  another  method  of  carrying  the 
landing-net,  which  I  have  now  used  for  over  twenty 
years,  and  which  may  be  of  interest  to  others, 
ihe  apphance  is  very  simple  and  inexpensive,  as  it 
can  be  made  by  bending  steel  wire  in  the  manner 
mdicated  on  the  annexed  sketch  A,  which  is  one 
quarter  full  size. 

"  The  wire,  of  not  less  than  one-eighth  inch  dia- 
meter, 18  bent  round  to  form  a  ring  at  C,  and  down 
and  twisted  to  form  a  second  ring  or  loop  at  D 


Big  Salmon— a  Correction^ 
_  Mr.  Giimble  writes :  "The  671b.  fish  mentioned 
ui  nay  chapter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  7 
was  killed  in  1782,  not  1872.  I  do  not  know  if  the 
slip  was  mine  or  the  printer's."  The  701b  Tay 
fish,  of  which  there  is  a  cast  in  the  Buckland 
Museum,  coloured  by  Rolfe,  is  still  the  record  fish 
1  think— for  the  United  Kingdom,  anyway.  (I  find 
on  inquiry  that  the  "  slip  "  was  not  the  printer's. ) 

Warner's  "Unique  Cast  and  Trace 
Winder." 

T  ^  an  illustrated  notice  of  this,  Messrs, 
J.  Warner  and  Sons,  the  well-known  wholesale 
hshmg  tackle  manufacturers  of  Rfeddltch,  have 


while  E  is  a  common  split  key  ring  through  which 
the  shoulder  strap  of  basket  is  passed  as  shown 
on  sketch  B. 

"  The  clip  should  be  hung  on  the  opposite  side  to 
the  shoulder  on  which  the  basket  strap  is  placed,  as 
that  will  be  found  the  most  convenient.  By  com- 
pressing F  F  with  the  hand  the  loop  D  is  opened 
either  to  catch  the  ring  of  net  or  release  it  for  use, 
and  as  the  handle  naturally  hes  against  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  strap,  as  shown  on  sketch  B,  it  is 
altogether  out  of  the  way. 

"If  the  landing-net  ring  is  of  wood,  or  flat  in 
section,  a  loop  or  eye  should  be  attached  for  the 
clip  to  catch  hold  of. 

"  With  this  clip  the  net  is  equally  out  of  the  way 
either  on  land  or  wading,  and  when  required  for 
use  the  hand  is  without  effort  plated  on  the  clip, 


The  Helmsdale.' 
"  Salmoniceps  ''  sends  me  this  note  about  the 
Helmsdale  on  March  5  :  — 

"  The  winter  in  this  strath  has  been  unusually 
free  from  frost  and  snow,  but  the  weather  has  been 
very  stormy  throughout.    Good  running  water  and 
a  mild  temperature  induced  the  early  fish  to  run 
up  as  far  as  Kildonan,  their  invariable  limit  of 
ascent  till  the  month  of  April,  but  the  storms  in 
February  made  angling  a  precarious  and  generally 
unprofitable  occupation  till  the  last  week  of  the 
month.    Nevertheless,  Mr.  Macfarlane  scored  five 
salmon  on  beat  6  on  Feb.  17,  the  heaviest  being 
171b.,  and  several  other  fish  were  landed,  including 
two  weighing  over  201b.  each,  on  various  other 
beats.    On  Feb.  21  it  blew  a  hurricane  with  snow, 
but  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  managed  to  extract  a  fish 
of  SJlb.  from  the  Flat  Pool  of  No.  1,  and  Mr. 
Rutherford  had  a  sabnon  in  the  comparative  shelter 
of  the  Manse  Pool  of  No.  6.    On  Feb.  2,'5  and  24 
the  gale  continued.    Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  killed  a 
fish  of  8ilb.  on  No.  2  on  Feb.  23.  and  one  of  111b. 
on  No.  1  on  Feb.  24.    On  Feb.  26,  the  Measrs.- 
Pilkington  had  five  salmon  on  No.-  1,  Mr.  Nutting 
two  sabnon  on  No.  2,  and  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  two 
on  No.  3.    On  Feb.  27  the  river  ran  in  high  spate  and 
there  was  no  fishing.    On  Feb.  28,  Mr.  J.  B.  Taylor 
had  one  fish  and  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  three  on  No.  I.- 
Mr. Nutting  killed  six  salmon  on  No.  3  and  Mr.  H. 
Turner  one.    Mr.  Macfarlane's  friend  took  two  fish 
on  No.  2.    On  March  2,  Messrs.  Pilkington  killed 
four  fish  on  No.  4  ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Taylor  and  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  killed  five  on  No.  6.    On  March  3,  Messrs. 
Pilkington  had  five  fish  on  No.  3,  Mr.  J.  B.  Taylor 
killed  one  of  201b.  on  No.  5,  and^Mr.  Nutting  and 
Mr.  Frank  Taylor  killed  four  on  No.  4.    Mr.  Hirsch's 
party  were  also  killing  fish  on  March  2  and  3,  but 
details  of  their  sport  are  not  to  hand.    The  prospects 
for  the  season  are  of  the  brightest;   the  spirited 
action  of  the  lessees  in  buying  up  the  bag-nets  on 
the  coast  .is  .likely  to  be  richly  rewarded.  Still 
more  important  to  the  weKare  of  this  beautiful 
angling  river  is  the  system  of  water  storage  which 
they  have  instituted.    By  the  erection  of  a  dam 
and  flood-gates  at  the  foot  of  Badanloch,  an  immense 
reserve  of  water  is  accumulated  during  the  -Binter 
floods,  enough  to  keep  the  river  in  running  ply  during 
several  consecutive  weeks  of  drought.    The  impor- 
tance of  this  in  making  angling  profitable  at  times 
when  it  would  be  entirely  out  of  the;.question  is  no 
small  advantage,  but  even  that  is  only  of  secondary 
moment.    What  is  truly  vital  to  the  productiveness 
of  the  fishery  is  that  salmon  should  be  able  to  enter 
the  river  at  all  seasons  quite  independently  of  rain- 
fall, as  they  do  in  glacier-fed  Norwegian  streams 
during  the  summer  months.    Fishery  owners  may 
rest  assured  that  in  water  storage  lies  the  real  secret 
of   salmon    fishery    management.    Let    that  be 
effected,  and  the  natural  spawning  beds  be  dili- 
gently guarded,  and  artificial  hatcheries,  with  their 
attendant  expense,  sink  into  insignificance.'' 

R.  B.  Marston. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TKOUT  ANGLING, 
By  Augustus  Grimbli!, 
Author  of  i'.  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,'.:  etci 

(Continued  from  page  1G4.) 
CHAPTER  III -continued. 
The  Esk  falls  into  the  head  of  the  Solwav  Firth 
about  eight  miles  to  the  east  of  the  Annan, 
thirty- three  miles  of  its  length  are  in  Scotland  and 
seven  m  England,  which  it  enters  a  few  miles 
above  Longtown  Its  tributaries  are  numerous, 
some  of  them  holding  sahnon  and  sea-trout  the 
chief  one  being  the  Liddle,  which  joins  the  Esk  on 
the  left  bank  a  few  miles  above  Langhohu  Nearly 
the  whole  of  the  river  and  its  affluents  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fishery  Association  a 
model  mstitution,  formed  in  1863'  having  for  its 
proprietor  members  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch  Sii- 
Richard  Graham,  of  Netherby,  Sir  Frederick  John 
stone,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  this  assoda' 
tion  issues  monttily,  weekly,  and  daily  tickets  to 
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all  applicants  at  a  very  trifling  charge,  the  cost  of 
one  for  the  whole  of  the  season  being  only  four 
guineas.  These  permits  give  the  right  over  nearly 
all  the  river  and  its  tributaries,  and  though  some 
portions  of  each  are  retained  by  their  respective 
owners  for  their  own  private  use,  they  are  not 
extensive  or  numerous.  The  association  also  rents 
the  nets  on  the  lower  waters,  and  their  removal  has 
benefitted  the  anghng  greatly.  The  waters  are 
watched  by  four  bailiffs,  who  also  see  that  the 
fishing  rules  are  observed,  the  chief  ones  being  that 
no  bait  or  minnow  fishing  is  permitted  on  the  Esk 
and  Liddle  until  May  1  or  after  Sept.  15,  that  no 
angling  takes  place  between  10  p.m.  and  5  a.m., 
and  that  no  gaff  be  used  before  April  1.  This 
latter  rule  does  not  imply  that  the  salmon  fisher 
must  carry  a  landing-net,  which  would  entail  the 
bother  and  expense  of  a  ghillie  at  a  time  of  yea,r 
when  sport  is  poor ;  the  rule  simply  means  that  if 
a  fish  be  hooked  it  must  be  taken  out  without 
being  gaffed.  Rod  fishing  on  the  tributaries  closes 
on  Oct.  1,  but  on  the  Esk  and  Liddle  it  is  continued 
till  Oct.  3L  I  have  fished  the  water  from  Longtown 
to  the  tide  ;  there  is  a  snug  little  inn  on  the 
English  side  of  the  Metal  Bridge,  and  I  venture  to 
suggest  that  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  all 
ticket-holders  if  a  rule  were  made  prohibiting  any 
one  from  beginning  to  fish  a  pool  immediately 
below  an  angler  already  casting  it  down.  This  was 
an  experience  I  had  to  put  up  with  several  times 
In  the  few  days  I  fished  their  water,  but  as  I  was 
only  there  for  such  a  short  time  I  did  not  make  any 
representations  to  the  association,  though  the  un- 
sportsmanlike behaviour  would  deter  ine  from 
going  there  again,  for  the  peaceful  possession  of  a 
pool  is  an  angler's  first  need.  The  secretary  of  the 
association  is  Mr.  R.  McGeorge,  solicitor,  Langholm, 
from  whom  all  particulars  may  be  had.  The  Esk 
and  Liddle  open  for  the  rods  on  Feb.  15,  but  as 
these  rivers  suffer  equally  with  the  Annan  from 
the  evils  akeady  mentioned,  the  angling  is  not  of 
much  account  before  the  end  of  June  ;  that  month 
with  July  are  best  for  sea-trout,  which  will  average 
about  a  pound  and  a  half,  while  July  and  August 
are  best  for  finnocks.  Wading  trousers  and  a  16ft. 
rod  will  enable  anglers  to  cover  all  the  pools; 
indeed  in  most  of  them  stockings  will  suffice:  All 
small  standard  patterns  of  flies  will  kill — perhaps 
the  Silver  Grey  is  the  best— but  for  sahnon  and 
sea-trout  flies,  these  latter  differing  from  the  usual 
patterns  both  in  size  and  dressing,  the  angler 
contemplating  a  visit  to  the  Esk  cannot  do  better 
than  lay  in  a  stock  from  Robert  Raine,  tackle 
maker,  Botchergate,  Carlisle.  This  river  is  one 
well  worth  the  attention  of  anglers  in  search  of 
sport  at  a  moderate  cost,  but  the  natives  are  very 
smart  performers,  and  the  stranger  will  have  to  do 
his  best.  However,  here,  as  elsewhere,  they  don't 
know  everything,  and  those  who  have  gained  their 
experience  on  many  rivers  will  hold  their  own. 

There  are  a  variety  of  hotels,  inns,  and  lodgings 
handy  to  any  particular  part  the  angler  may  select 
to  fish. 

In  the  counties  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  and  Wig 
townshire  there  are  the  rivers  Cree,  Dee,  and  Luce, 
all  of  which  are  close  boroughs  with  the  exception 
of  one  mile  of  both  banks  of  the  Dee  just  below 
the  Doachs  at  Tongueland; 

The  Dee  is  formed  by  a  stream  flowing  from 
Loch  Dee,  which  twenty  miles  lower  down  is  joined 
by  the  Ken  just  opposite  Parten  Station,  the  two 
shortly  afterwards  extending  into  a  second  Loch 
Dee,  whence  the  Dee  proper  flows  as  a  big  river  for 
a  dozen  miles  ere  it  reaches  the  royal  burgh  of 
Kirkcudbright,  where  the  estuary  begms.  The 
Ken  also  flows  through  Loch  Ken  before  joining 
the  Dee,  a  sheet  of  water  five  miles  in  length  which 
swarms  with  pike,  for  which  anyone  is  only  too 
welcome  to  fish.  From  this  same  loch  about  a 
hundred  years  ago  came  the  largest  of  these  fresh- 
water sharks  ever  got  in  Scotland.  It  weighed 
721b.,  and  was  captured  with  a  fly  by  George 
Murray,  a  gamekeeper  in  the  employ  of  the  Earl  of 
Stair,  and  the  head  may  still  be  seen  in  Kenmore 
Castle. 

The  estuary  is  severely  netted,  and  is  also  fished 
by  fixed  engines  called  "  yairs  "—traps  of  net— the 
Solway  district  being  the  only  one  in  Scotland 
where  such  engines  are  legal.  There  is  likewise 
another  method  of  netting,  which  is  also  illegal 
elsewhere— namely,  by  the  shoulder-net,  which  is 
simply  a  gigantic  landing-net,  used  chiefly  by  night 
for  searching  the  numerous  holes  and  pots  of  the 
rocky  streams  just  below  the  Doachs  at  Tongue- 
land.    The  net  is  so  hejivy  an4  cumbersome  that 


it  can  only  be  raised  from  the  water  by  the  leverage 
gained  in  placing  the  long  pole  in  a  wooden  shoe 
fastened  to  the  shoulder  of  the  fisher.  Strength, 
skill,  and  practice  are  required  for  its  effectual  use, 
and  it  is  deadly  in  the  hands  of  an  experti  The 
Doachs  themselves  are  formed  chiefly  by  a  suc- 
cession of  natural  rocks  across  the  stream,  and 
theee,  aided  by  artificial  obstructions,  form  a 
regular  cruive  dyke,  which  gives  the  lessee  the 
power  of  capturing  nearly  the  whole  of  the  ascend- 
ing fish.  Below  these  Doachs  there  is  about  a  mile 
of  good  water,  which  can  be  fished  from  either  bank 
by  weekly  or  monthly  ticket  at  a  moderate  cost. 
The  ticket  for  the  whole  season  comes  but  to  six 
guineas,  and  here  after  the  nets  come  off  on  Aug.  26 
there  is  a  very  good  chance  of  sport  till  the  end  of 
the  season  on  Oct.  31; 

March  and  April  are  the  best  salmon  months, 
but  owing  to  the  netting  it  is  useless  for  the  angler 
to  try  his  luck  until  they  disappear.  Apphcations 
for  tickets  should  be  addressed  to  the  lessee  of  the 
Doachs  at  Tongueland,  and  make  certain  of  one 
beforegoing  to  Kirkcudbright,  where  accommodation 
of  every  sort  is  fairly  cheap  and  plentiful.  Salmon 
average  131b.,  while  the  grilse  are  remarkable  for 
their  weight,  which  is  from  81b.  to  101b.  An  18ft. 
rod  and  wading  trousers  are  necessary.  The  Annan 
flies  are  used,  together  with  Jock  Scott  and  the 
silver  bodied  standard  patterns.  Of  course,  on  a 
short  piece  of  water  such  as  this  competition  is 
sure  to  be  keen  even  if  friendly,  but  I  think  that 
any  hard  working,  clever  fisherman,  one  who  will 
keep  his  fly  in  the  water  nearly  all  day,  and  who 
wiU  rim  from  pool  to  pool  while  eating  his  lunch 
en  route,  will  get  from  fifteen  to  twenty  fish  in  the 
six  weeks  from  the  middle  of  September  to  the  end 
of  October,  and  if  one  can  kill  a  score  of  fish  at  a 
rental  of  six  shillings  each  it  is  cheap  indeed.  I 
am  not  quite  sure  if  there  is  any  hmit  to  the 
number  of  tickets  that  are  issued  for  this  winter,  as 
I  have  mislaid  my  list  of  rules.  I  rather  think 
there  is  a  limit,  but  a  Une  to  the  lessee  will  quickly 
make  matters  clear. 

(To  be  continued.) 


BEOWN  TEOUT  FISHING  IN 
ABERDEEN SHIEE,  ETC. 

Fob  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Scottish 
angling  the  brown  trout  season  opened  with  the 
advent  of  March,  but  as  far  as  the  North  of  Scotland 
is  concerned  little  or  nothing  has  yet  been  done. 
"  Weather,"  said  a  Highland  keeper  the  other  day, 
"it's  nae  weather  at  a'.  There's  nae  fishing." 
However,  it  is  usually  April  before  anything  much  is 
done  in  the  way  of  good  baskets  even  on  the  earliest 
streams,  and  well  into  May  and  June  in  later  places. 

Among  the  earUest  and  most  likely  districts  pro- 
bably Lower  Donside,  Lower  Deveron,  and  the 
Findhorn  are  the  chief  favourites.  With  an  early 
rise  of  March  Browns  the  fish  come  fast  into  con- 
dition, and  put  on  the  golden  colouring  with  the  rich 
feeding  they  so  easily  obtain,  and  then  they  are 
yellow  trout  in  reality— a  name  they  are  more 
known  by  than  brown  trout  in  the  rural  districts 
of  Scotland. 

Aberdeenshire  and  Banffshire  and  other  northern 
counties  may  be  roamed  over  by  the  tourist  angler 
almost  at  large.  On  the  Dee  itself,  and  especially 
the  side-streams,  trout-angling  per  seisnot  of  much 
account  except  in  floods,  and  during  June  and  July. 
The  Don,  on  the  other  hand,  presents  a  rich  field 
almost  from  mouth  to  source.  The  proprietors 
are  very  liberal,  and  then  the  open  waters  at 
liintore  and  Inverurie'  are  good  for  brown  trout 
with  fair  chances  of  a  Salmon.  Alford  (Don)  is  a 
favourite  resort,  and  all  the  way  up  to  its  source 
good  sport  is  the  order  of  the  day  with  favouring 
conditions.  The  waters  may  not  be  entirely  free, 
but  the  charges  are  small,  and  often  at  the  angler's 
disposal  by  staying  at  the  hotels  and  inns  dotted  all 
the  way  up.  The  Ythan  at  Ellon  can  be  fished 
on  daily  tickets,  and  the  Ebrie  at  Auchnagat 
Station  is  free  ;  while  the  Methlick  water,  on  Lord 
Aberdeen's  estate,  can  be  had  for  a  whole  season 
for  10s.,  with  very  fair  chances  of  both  salmon  and 
sea-trout.  Huntly  and  the  Cabrach  are  annually 
fished  by  troops  of  anglers,  who,  if  lucky  enough  to 
hit  good  weather  and  water,  make  fine  baskets. 
At  Tomintoul  the  angler  may  put  in  a  good  week, 
but  pretty  late  oVer  in  the  season,  and  at  Nethy 
Bridge  a  few  days  ;  and  at  Kingussie  another  few 


days  at  merely  travelling  expenses  rates,  all  the 
waters  being  nominally  free. 

The  ordinary  range  of  trout  flies  is  far  too  exten- 
sive (some  200  odd  named  patterns)  to  stock,  so  that 
a  few  of  the  more  common,  such  as  Hare's  Ear, 
March  Browns,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Red  Spinner, 
Lord  Saltoun,  Professor,  Quill  Gnats,  Duns,  Teals, 
and  such  like  on  Nos.  9,  10,  and  11,  and  a  few  night 
flies,  such  as  Heather  Moth,  Golden  Wasp,  and  any 
of  the  ordinary  trout  flies,  on  Nos.  7  and  8  hooks, 
will  be  found  to  do  all  kinds  of  work.  A  few  small 
minnows  may  come  in  handy,  and  if  the  angler  has 
learned  the  art  of  clear-water  worming  his  baskets 
will  be  all  the  heavier.  The  above  numbers  are  for 
the  earlier  months,  for  as  the  water  gets  low  the 
sizes  of  the  hooks  should  be  reduced.        G.  M. 


TEOUT  FOE  SOUTH  AFEICA. 
NEW  METHOD  OF  PACKING  THE  EGGS. 

Dear  Sik,— I  have  pleasure  in  sending  you  here- 
with a  copy  of  letter  received  by  us  from  our  cus- 
tomers at  the  Cape,  respecting  the  consignment  of 
ova  (Leven)  you  mentioned  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
as  being  sent  out  by  us.  I  think  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  it  is  a  fairly  satisfactory  shipment.  The 
ova  was  packed  in  an  altogether  new  manner,  no 
chaff,  sawdust,  or  moss  being  used,  but  their  places 
taken  by  specially  prepared  charcoal  and  cork,  and 
the  ova  frames  slung,  thus  practically  doing  away 
with  any  concussion  during  the  journey.  The 
outer  case  having  two  simply  arranged  ice- chambers, 
the  inner  contents  can  readily  be  kept  at  a  uniform 
temperature.  The  box  and  method  of  packing, 
which  was  an  idea  of  my  own,  was,  previous  to 
sending  out,  tested  at  the  Fishery  and  gave  good 
results,  and  all  care  was  exercised  by  us  to  make  the 
shipment  a  success — but  fish-culturists  propose  and 
railway  companies'  servants  dispose,  or  nearly  so; 
I  accompanied  the  ova  to  Southampton  to  see  it 
safely  on  board  ship.  It  was  safely  deposited 
by  me  in  a  suitable  place  in  the  guard's  van 
of  a  through  train  from  Scotland  to  the  South; 
The  day  was  very  cold,  but  the  train  was  nicely 
warmed  by  the  great  heat  from  the  steam- 
pipes  used  to  heat  the  carriages  on  long-distance 
corridor  trains.  Very  shortly  after  starting  I  had 
occasion  to  visit  the  guard's  van  for  my  bag,  and 
upon  looking  for  the  case  of  ova  found  it  had  been 
movGci  from  where  it  was  first  put  and  placed  right 
over  the  steam-pipe,  with  the  result  that  a  quantity 
of  the  ice  which  should  have  lasted  the  whole 
journey  to  the  Cape  was  melted.  You  may  be  sure 
I  did  not  allow  it  to  remain  long  in  that  position, 
but  you  will  quite  see  what  would  have  been  the 
result  had  it  been  unobserved  and  had  travelled  for 
nine  hours  partly  over  a  steam-pipe  that  you  could 
not  bear  your  hand  upon.  It,  however,  arrived  at 
its  destination  in  fair  condition,  but  am  very  much 
afraid  if  it  had  continued  its  journey  to  Southamp- 
ton over  the  steam-pipe  the  result  would  not  have 
been  so  favourable,  and  who  would  have  been 
blamed  ?  Why,  the  fish-culturist,  of  course  ;  when, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  damage  would  have'  been 
done  by  the  railway  company's  servants  after  it  left 
our  hands.    With  kind  regards.— Yours  truly, 

Hakby  Spreckley, 

Solway  Fishery  Co.,  Ltd., 

Dumfries.  ! 

[Copy  of  Lettee.]  ' 
-   •  Potchefstroom,  S.A;? 

Feb,  15.: 

The  Manager  Solway  Fishery. 

Dear  Sib,— You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  I 
unpacked  yesterday  the  consignment  of  ova 
ordered  by  the  Acclimatisation  Society,  and  found 
them  in  excellent  condition  ;  in  fact,  they  were  the 
best  lot  I  have  ever  unpacked,  not  one  per  cent,  had 
died  on  the  voyage.  The  system  of  packing  is  by 
far  the  best  ever  sent  out.  Unfortunately,  the  tem- 
perature of  our  water  is  very  high  just  now  (76°F.), 
md  I  fear  the  result  as  the  temperature  is  still  rising; 
Trust  the  consignment  of  rainbow  ova  you  are 
sending  us  will  arrive  in  the  same  excellent  con- 
dition.—Yours  truly,       Arthur  N.  Stenning. 


LYRA  PISOATORIA  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishnig  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Ists,  M.A.,  Author  of  Handy  Guide 
to.  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  "  Those  remarkahly  well-writteu 
verses-'-CovENTRY  Patmore  (of  "The  May  Fly"  in  the  Vol.) 
The /^I'eM says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has  written  someof  the  sweetest 

aneling  poetry  of  our  time  '  Lyra  Piscatona  is  a  delightful 

vofuml."'  The  Amattur  Angler  S2^ya :  "All  the  poems  are 
refreshing,  many  of  them  superb;  the  gemal  humour,  for 
l^mv\e,ot  '  Dinner  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as  anj-thiug  I  remem- 
bri' "  The  book  may  be  obtained  froto  the  Author  addressed 
to  Clark's  Library,  Dorking,  at  the  reduced  price  of  25.  ed. 
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BEITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 
Annual  Dinner.' 


The  members  and  their  friends,  to  the  number  of 
some  two  hundred,  celebrated  the  first  decade  of 
the  society  by  dining  at  Frascati's  on  Wednesday 
eyenmg  last,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  George 
Doughty.  Esq.,  M.P.  for  Grimsby,  with  C.  H.  Cook, 
Esq.  ( "  John  Bickerdyke  " )  in  the  vice-chair.  Among 
those  present  were  Lord  Claud  J.  Hamilton,  Colonel 
the  Hon.  W.  H.  Allsopp,  C.  H.  Pay  ton,  H.B.M. 
Consul  at  Calais  ( "  Sarcelle  " ),  Messrs.  J.  Wrench 
Towse,    Clerk    to    the   Fishmongers'  Company, 
W.  Senior,  Cecil  Harmsworth,  Dr.  Forbes- Winslow 
Sunpson  Ladell,  Steele-Perkins,  G.  R.  Cran  (Hon. 
bolr.),  Messrs.  C.  0.  Minchin,  J.  Pickup,  A.  E.  Litch- 
faeld  G.  Read  Clarke,  G.  H.  Howard,  E.  M.  Mallett, 
W.  K  Summers,  R.  C.  Graham,  C.  W.  Glassington, 
Croft  Handley,  A.  J.  King,  T.  Roberts,  F.  Hardy,  and 
many  other  well-known  sea  fishermen.    After  dis- 
posmg  heartily  of  the  customary  loyal  toasts 
letters  were  read  by  Mr.  Pickup  from  Lord  Castle- 
town^ the  Mayors  of  Deal  and  Southend,  Mr.  A. 
N.  Wollaston,  the  Prime  Warden  of  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company,  Dr.  Pollard,  Mr.  WHling,  and 
oth^s  regretting  inability  to  attend,  also  from  Mr 
K.  B.  Marston  (indisposed)  and  Mr.  R.  Biddulph 
Martm,  M.P.,  the  society's  Hon.  Treasurer,  hoping 
to  be  present,  but  wishing  the  members  a  very 
pleasant  evening.    A  telegram  from  Ned  Hanger 
the  society's  agent  at  Deal,  that  there  was  very 
good  codlmg  fishing  just  now  from  pier  and  boat 
was  somewhat  joyously  received  by  members. 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The 
bociety,   said  that  having  never  been  a  fisherman 
for  pleasure  he  had  little  right  to  occupy  the  chair 
that  mght,  but  pleaded  the  interest  he  had  always 
taken  m  every  form  of  the  healthy  sports  of  the 
i!.nglish  people,  adding  that  since  what  he  had 
seen  during  his  stay  at  Lowestoft  last  year,  and  the 
sight  of  the  happy  faces  of  those  fishing  there,  he 
teared  he  had  missed  his  vocation,  laying  great 
stress  upon  the  fact  that  the  real  Briton  works  hard 
when  there  is  any  work  to  do,  but  will  also  play  hard 
when  there  is  not— if  he  tells  you  what  he  will  do 
he  carries  out  his  word,  and  if  he  works  will  do  his 
level  best  to  complete  his  task  welL  Greatly  owing 
to  this  we  are  an  independent  and  powerful  people 
—the  members  should  play  while  they  can,  if  they 
don  t  catch  fish  they  will  catch  fresh  air  The 
society,  in  the  tenth  year  of  its  existence,  was  run- 
ning strong,  and  year  by  year  more  vigorously, 
sixty  more  diners  to-night  than  ever  before,  nearly 
a  thousand  members,  and  out  of  debt;    These  were 
indeed  matters  for  thankfulness  ;  he  knew  that  men 
who  had  like  himself,  occupied  the  chair  often  felt 
the  rebef  of  not  having  to  plead  for  funds,  the  posi- 
tion of  their  banking  account,  with  a  clear  £500 
m  hand,  rendering  this  needless.    Referring  to  a 
speech  made  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  at  the  foundation 
of  the  society,  he  commended  the  wisdom  shown  in 
the  recommendation  to  take  higher  ground  than 
that  of  pleasure  only,  urging  that  the  society 
should  aim  at  being  of  use  to  the  nation  in  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  sea  fisheries  and  of  sea  fisher- 
men.   The  society  cannot  do  better  than  assist  in 
the  resuscitation  and  development  of  our  old  fish- 
enes.    Our  people  is  certainly  the  largest  fishing 
people  of  the  world,  and  we  certainly  consume  more 
than  all  the  rest  of  Europe,  and  that  increasingly 
lor  we  are  a  people  that  eat  fish.- 

The  society  should  use  its  utmost  influence  in 
this  direction.  With  much  pleasure  he  observed 
the  presence  of  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse,  who  is 
rendermg  at  the  present  moment  most  important 
service  to  us  aU  in  the  preservation  of  our  fisheries, 
and  he  congratulated  him  upon  the  fact  of  havmg 
actuaUy  made  an  impression  upon  the  Government 
—a  great  thing  to  have  done  upon  any  Government, 
bo  that  we  were  now  to  have  a  Fishery  Depart- 
ment—though, apparently,  agriculture  was  to  be 
thrown  in.  Surely  someone  should  be  responsible 
tor  the  food  of  the  nation;  but  if  you  allow  the 
destruction  of  milHons  of  immature  fish,  it  is 
not  cared  for.  If  this  neglect  continues,  there  will 
be  no  cheap  breakfast.  Fish  will  be  reserved  for 
the  milhonau'e,  who  can  pay  5s.  a  pound  for  soles, 
msonally,  no  man  cared  more  or  had  taken  more 
mterest  in  the  deep  sea  fisheries  of  the  United 
Kingdom  than  he  had,  and  he  trusted  that  the 
society  might  double  its  membership  and  have  no 
dittcultyin  finding  sufficient  room  and  a  sufficiency 
ot  boate  to  carry  out  its  sport;  The  toast  was 
received  with  much  applause  and  heartily  drunkj 


The  Chairman  then  proceeded  to  distribute  the 
prizes  won  at  the  Deal  Competition,  but  was  met 
by  a  letter  from  the  medallists,  Messrs.  Spink  & 
Son,  regretting  that,  owing  to  the  recent  damage 
sustained  by  their  works,  they  had  been  unable  to 
complete  them  in  time;    He  remarked  that  life 
was  one  continuous  disappointment,  and  expressed 
his  sympathy  with  the  winners.    The  Deal  Cor 
poration  Challenge  Gup  was,  however,  before  him 
and  he  had  great  pleasure  in  presenting  it  to  Mr. 
T.  Roberts,  the  winner  of  this  and  of  the  society's 
gold  medal  He  congratulated  him  upon  winning  it, 
and  assured  him  that  he  might  retain  it  for  the 
year,  but  that  next  November  every  member  will 
try  to  take  it  away  from  him;    Mr.  Roberts,  in 
accepting  the  cup,  briefly  replied,  and  told  the 
chairman  that  members  would  have  to  fight  him 
to  win  it  back.    Mr.  Pickup  assured  the  winners 
that  the  medals  would  be  presented  with  the 
least  possible  delay— briefly  expatiating  upon  the 
generosity  shown  by  members  in  the  furnishing 
and  beautifying  of  the  society's  new  headquarters 
at    4,    Fetter- lane,   specifying    the  many  gifts 
received.    He  had  now  to  announce  another  and 
a  most  welcome  one,  which  he  knew  would  be  well 
appreciated  by  the  fishermen  who  preferred  the 
stable  platform  of  the  pier  to  the  rolhng  and 
pitching  boat.    They  possessed  a  ''SarceUe''  cup 
for  specunen  fish.    Several  members  had  presented 
to  the  society  a  handsome  bowl,  which  he  produced, 
with  a  request  that  the  society  would  accept  it  as 
a  prize  for  the  annual  pier  competition  for  the 
heaviest  catch  of  sizeable  fish,  and  if  won  three 
times  to  be  retained  by  the  winner.     They  desired 
that  it  might  bear  the  honoured  name  of  the 
"John  Bickerdyke".  cup.    The  Chairman  said  the 
medals  were  quite  a  joke  by  the  manner  this  surprise 
packet  was  thrown  in  the  way,  and  he  felt  he  must 
ask  the  members  whether  they  would  accept  the 
gift  or  not.    The  answer  requires  no  chronicle,  but 
it  was  accepted  with  thanks  to  the  donors. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Glassington  then  proposed  the  toast 
of  "  The  Honorary  Committee  and  Officers,"  alluding 
gracefully  to  the  gi-eat  services  they  had  rendered 
durmg  the  past  year  and  to  the  absence  in 
Ashanti  of  Dr.  Patterson  their  hon.  curator  and 
hbrarian,  whose  mterest  in  the  society  he 
mentioned,  and  announced  his  anticipated  and 
speedy  return;  He  specially  referred  to  the 
most  valuable  service  rendered  by  Mr.  C.  0. 
Minchin,  who  had  acted  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee in  a  most  acceptable  and  successful  manner. 
The  toast  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm  and  acknow- 
ledged by  Mr.  Minchin,  who,  in  spite  of  somewhat 
severe  indisposition,  was  at  his  post.  He  expressed 
the  great  pleasure  experienced  by  the  committee, 
not  only  in  the  handsome  way  their  service  was 
now  acknowledged,  but  in  the  unvarying  kindly 
and  hearty  way  in  which  the  members  always 
backed  up  their  action,  never  cavilHng,  never  ob- 
structing; work  for  them  had  become  even  a  pleasure; 
They  might  feel  sure  that  while  he  remained  on  the 
committee  the  constitution  of  the  society  would  be 
strenuously  maintained;  First,  that  it  would  be 
devoted  to  the  support  of  sea  anghng ;  secondly, 
that  it  shall  be  used  in  the  support  of  the  national 
sea  fishing  industry;  and,  lastly,  that  the  sport 
shall  not  be  neglected.-  He  urged  the  members  to 
make  full  use  of  the  library,  etc.,  at  the  society's 
new  headquarters; 

"The  Press  and  the  Visitors"  was  then  pro- 
posed by  Lord  Claud  J;  Hamilton,  who  declared 
that  as  a  vice-president  he  was  very  pleased  to  be 
present  and  propose  the  toast  of  the  very  cheery 
lot  of  Press  representatives  and  visitors  he  saw  be- 
fore himj  The  Press,  he  declared,  was  generous, 
but  critical,  if  pleased,  flattering,  but  with  human 
shortcomings,  very  angry;  The  Chairman  had 
described  himself  as  an  unsuccessful  angler— -with 
fish  perhaps,  but  he  had  been  an  angler  of  men,  and 
Grimsby  had  returned  him;  Much  criticism  had 
been  unsparingly  used  upon  our  having  allowed 
ourselves  to  be  excelled  by  other  nations ;  this  view 
was  not  held  by  Englishmen,  and  especially  the 
travelled  Englishman.  For  ability,  probity,  inde- 
pendence, and  patriotism,  they  declare  our  position 
to  be  far  ahead  of  that  of  any  other  coimtry. 
Shght  shortcomings  and  inaccuracies  doubtless 
exist,  but  for  these  there  were  causes;  He  laid 
great  stress  upon  the  results  of  our  national  love 
for  sport,  which  he  declared  in  ita  many  healthy 
forms  makes  men  of  Englishmen,  instancing  recent 
events  in  Africa,  where  men  who  were  not  trained 
as  soldiers  but  as  sportsmen  had  been  hardened  and 
made  men  oU   The  Ohairmaa  had  deoWed  that  w§ 


eat  more  fish  than  any  other  nation;  The  use  and 
advantages  of  a  fish  diet  were  humorously  dealt  with. 
He  expressed  sympathy  with  the  medalHsts  at  the 
delay  in  receiving  their  prizes,  but  consoled  them 
with  two  amusing  instances  of  delayed  medals 
in  his.  Lord  Hamilton's,  experience.  His  brother, 
late  of  the  60th  (Rifle  Brigade),  received  a  medai 
for  services  rendered  in  the  early  sixties  in  Canada. 
General  Buller,  when  in  Natal,  after  like  delay, 
received  his  medal,  after  thirty  years,  addressed  to 
Captain  Redvers  Buller,  Rifle  Brigade,  so  that 
other  departments  than  Messrs.  Spink  were  re- 
sponsible for  delays. 

Mr,  Senior,  in  reply,  told  his  audience  how 
much  he  hked  them ;  they  were  so  appreciative. 
He  had  been  a  humble  sea  fisherman,  but  as  a 
journalist  he  had  always  -wielded  his  pen  heartily 
in  support  of  the  sport;  He  regretted  the 
absence  of  Mr.  R;  B.  Marston,  and  claimed 
that  contrary  to  the  usual  rule  that  societies 
grow  up  from  the  sport,  this  society  is  entirely 
indebted  to  the  angling  Press  for  its  existence  and 
success.  Referring  to  the  early  writers,  of  whom 
"Sarcelle--  was  the  first,  and  old  Logg,  followed 
by  a  younger  generation,  "John  Bickerdyke,'- 
Aflalo,  and  others,  who  treated  the  subject  scienti- 
fically, studied  tackle,  tides,  times,  and  the  habits 
of  fishes,  to  such  writers  your  thanks  are  due.  He 
then  addressed  himself  to  the  serious  topic  of  the 
new  Fishery  Department,  being  very  anxious  to 
learn  exactly  what  was  going  to  be  done— whether 
a  new  department  was  to  be  formed,  or  only  a 
shuffle  to  take  place  from  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture. 

He  trusted  that  before  the  evening  closed  some 
information  upon  the  subject  might  be  vouchsafed. 
Mr.  a.  W.  Donald  spoke  in  support. 
Mjr.  F.  G.  Aelalo  proposed  the  toast  of  the. 
Chairman,  expressing  the  thanks  of  the  meeting 
for  his  very  able  and  genial  fulfilment  of  the  duties 
of  that  office ;  and  expressed  the  hope  that  if  ever 
a  minister  for  the  fisheries  is  created,  he  may  prove 
to  be  the  man. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 
The  Chairman  returned  thanks,  -warmly  ex- 
pressing the  pleasure  it  had  afforded  him  to  preside 
over  so  genial  a  body  of  men  engaged  in  a  social 
enjoyment,  happy  and  intelligent,  and  -with  good 
fellowship  in  full  measure.  He  declared  that  the 
abiUty  of  all  men  who  have  become  celebrated  in 
the  Press  is  always  shown  by  the  art  of  "  direct 
questioning,''  and  he  assured  Mr.  Senior  that  a 
good  selection  had  been  made  in  Mr.  Hanbury  for 
the  new  Fishery  Department;  No  man  was  more 
independent  than  he,  or  more  desirous  of  serving 
the  pubUc  in  this  connection;  The  British  Sea 
Angling  Association  had  done  much  for  sea  fishing, 
but  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  National 
Sea  Fisheries'  Association,  from  a  business  point  of 
view,  had  long  advocated  the  creation  of  a  separate 
Government  Department  for  looking  after  the  sea 
fisheries  of  England.  They  had  held  large  meetings 
and  had  pressed  Government  heavily  to  look  after 
them. 

He  was  able  to  state  that  the  Prime  Minister 
had  instructed  that  there  shall  be  a  department  to 
look  after  our  sea  fisheries,  and  that  in  this  season 
a  Bill  shall  be  introduced,  bringing  the  Departments 
of  Fisheries  and  of  Agriculture  under  one  minister 
— two  departments,  but  one  minister.  Now  it 
depends  upon  you,  the  members  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society  and  the  National  Sea  Fisheries' 
Association,  that  this  great  step  is  properly  dealt 
with,  and  it  must  be  done; 

The  toast  of,  -"The  Vice- Chairman (C.  H.  Cook, 
Esq. ),  was  proposed  by  Mr.  J;  Pickup  and  responded 
to  in  suitable  terms,  and  at  a  late  hour  the  large 
gathering  dispersed,  much  pleased  and  satisfied  at 
the  success  of  their  tenth  annual  dinner.  Mr. 
James  Budd  provided  a  musical  entertainment  of 
a  high  order,  assisted  by  Miss  Gertrude  Snow, 
Miss  Edith  Turner,  and  by  Messrs.  James  Davis, 
Tom  G;  Glare,  Thorpe- Bates  and  Will  Edwards, 
Mr,  Tom  G,  Glare  presiding  at  the  piano; 


Protection  of  Trout  in  Scotland. — The  first 
prosecution  under  the  Fresh- Water  Fish  Act  of  last 
session  was  brought  up  in  Dumfries  Sheriff  Court 
on  Feb.  25.  The  accused  was  Robert  Carson,  Pen- 
pont,  a  lad  of  seventeen  years,  who  on  Feb.  10  in 
the  Scaur  Water  killed  a  yellow  trout  with  rod  and 
line.  He  failed  to  appear  to  answer  the  charge, 
and  Sheriff  Campion  imposed  a  fine  of  £1,  and 
£1  lis.  6d.  of  expenses,  or  a  fortnight's  imprison- 
ment.— Scotsman,  Feb.  26< 
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GKESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Twenty-first  Annual  Dinnee. 

In  the  full  and  vigorous  strength  of  manhood- 
virile  and  debonair — the  Gresham  Angling  Society 
held  its  twenty-first  annual  dinner  at  the  Man- 
chester Hotel,  Aldersgate  -  street,  on  Tuesday 
evening.  In  honour  of  the  special  occasion — for  a 
twenty-first  birthday  only  comes  once  in  the  lifetime 
of  a  society  or  an  individual — ladies  were  invited, 
and  many  graced  the  occasion  with  their  presence, 
lending  the  colour  of  bewitching  costumes  and  the 
charm  of  feminine  animation  to  a  memorable 
assembly,  for  there  were  no  vacant  chairs. 

Mr.  C.  Luxmore  Drew,  a  good  angler  and  a  most 
dehghtful  speaker,  occupied  the  chair,  and  by  his 
presence  kept  up  the  society's  record  of  successful 
chairmen.  The  company  included  Mr.  F.  Abraham, 
Mrs.  Bash,  Mr.  Basten,  Mr.  G.  R.  Brown,  Mr.  H.  M. 
Baker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  Mr. 
J.  P.  Connellan  and  three  friends,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook, . 
Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney,  Mr.  T.  J.  Church,  Mr.  Dryden, 
Mr.  M.  Da  vies,  Mr.  Da  vies,  Mr.  C.  L.  Drew,  Mr., 
Mrs.,  and  Miss  Emery,  Mr.  Emery,  jun.,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Gray  and  party,  Mr.  F.  J.  Gray  and 
party,  Mr.  Gill  and  party,  Mr.  Hayward  and  party, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Buxton  Head,  Mr.  W.  Hicks,  Mr. 
Maull  and  friend,  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  and  party,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  F.  Reed  and  party,  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred,  Mr. 
^A.  J.  .Saunders  and  friend,  JVIi-.  W.  W.  P.  Salmond 
and  party,  IVIr.  and  Mrs.  Powles  West,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Young,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  and  party,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rogers,  Mi-.  Gerald  Neighbour,  Mr.  L.  B.  Raw- 
lings,  Mr.  Vaughan  (Patent  Office),  Colonel  Pengri, 
Mr.  Grant,  and  many  other  ladies  and  gentlemen 
well  kno^Ti  in  the  angling  world.  A  rechercliemenu, 
served  in  the  style  for  which  the  Manchester  Hotel 
is  famous,  having  been  appreciatively  discussed — 

The  Chairman  gave  "  The  King,"  declaring  that 
not  only  was  His  Majesty  respected  as  the  son  of  the 
revered  Victoria,  but  loved  and  esteemed  for  his 
own  personal  qualities.  He  was  a  monarch,  a  ruler, 
tactful,  just,  and  courageous,  with  the  heart  and 
habits  of  a  sportsman,  and  so  a  king  whose  health 
anglers  would  drink  with  true  enthusiasm.  The 
toast  was  drunk  with  loud  cheers. 

In  giving  "  The  Queen,  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales,  and  other  members  of  the  Royal  Family," 
the  Chairman  commented  on  the  fact  that  Her 
Majesty,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duchess  of  Fife, 
and  other  illustrious  personages  included  in  the 
toast  were  enthusiastic  and  skilful  anglers.  This 
toast  was  also  drunk  with  loyal  enthusiasm,  the 
cheers  having  a  special  "  ring  "-  in  honour  of  Her 
Majesty's  wedding  anniversary. 

The  Secretary,  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred,  then  read  letters 
from  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, Mr.  J.  W.  Moss,  Mr.  Allen,  and  other  gentle- 
men unable  to  be  present  on  account  of  indisposi- 
tion or  previous  engagements.  Every  letter  con- 
veyed congratulations  on  the  society's  twenty-first 
anniversary,  and  expressed  best  wishes  for  a  "  happy 
evening.". 

The  Chairman,  in  giving  the^  toast  of  the  evening, 
"  The  Gresham  Angling  Society,"  said  he  was  sorely 
tempted  to  trespass  on  the  domain  of  the  gentleman 
whose  pleasant  duty  it  was  to  propose  "  The  Ladies.' 
He  would,  however,  exercise  self-restraint,  yielding 
to  temptation  only  to  the  extents  of  thanking  the 
fair  guests  for  lending  the  charm  of  their  presence 
and  bringing  their  soothing  and  civilising  influence 
to  a  company  of  "  mere  men."  (Cheers.)  Anglers 
were  proverbially  modest  and  diffident,  and  he  (the 
chairman)  was  enough  of  an  angler  to  possess  some 
share  of  those  qualities,  so  it  was  with  some  modesty 
but  much  confidence  and  enthusiasm  that  he  sub- 
mitted a  toast  which  might  be  read  as  "  Our  Noble 
Selves."  (Cheers.)  Following  precedent,  he  ought 
now  to  tell  some  good  angling  stories,  but  how  could 
he  hope  to  relate  anything  novel  or  fresh  to  Mr. 
Cook  and  other  experienced  fishermen  ?  Gentle- 
men around  that  festive  board  knew  all  that  could 
be  known,  and  the  most  diligent  research,  the  most 
inventive  faculty,  could  only  produce  what  to  them 
would  be  "  chestnuts."-  (Laughter.)  Of  course 
they  had  heard  of  the  boastful  angler  proud  of  a  fine 
pike  caught  in  a  certain  loch  who  had  his  boasting 
damped  by  another  angler  who  had  captured  a 
larger  pike  the  previous  day — a  pike  so  large  that 
the  loch  fell  two  feet  when  it  was  dra-wn  out. 
( Laughter. )  That  story  provoked  the  cheerful 
laughter  which  greeted  an  old  friend,  So  he  would  cut 
the  stories  arid  come  to  business.  He  asked  them 
lo  toast  a  society,  prosperous  financially  and  with 


regard  to  the  number  and  spirit  of  its  members. 
(Cheers.)  The  Gresham  Angling  Society  would 
never  have  reached  its  present  proud  position,  never 
have  entered  upon  its  21st  year  under  such  happy 
auspices  had  it  not  had  an  energetic  and  tactful 
executive  enjoying  the  full  confidence  and  support 
of  all  the  members.  (Loud  cheers.)  That  gallant 
ship  "  The  Gresham  "  was  captained  and  manned  by 
men  whose  motto  was  good  fellowship,  and  that  was 
why  they  now  rested  in  a  harbour  of  safety  and 
feared  no  gale.  Of  course,  they  had  during  a  long 
experience  encountered  adverse  winds,  and  having 
encountered  them,  and  come  safely  through  stress 
of  weather,  they  felt  more  confidence  in  their 
ship  than  if  twenty-one  years  had  been  spent  in  a 
dead  calm.  (Cheers.)  Members  of  the  Gresham 
Society  enjoyed  many  advantages,  such  as  a  good 
library  and  museum.  (Cheers.)  The  society 
catered  for  anglers  of  all  classes.  For  sea-fishermen 
they  had  a  lugger  at  Leigh,  coarse  fishermen  could 
catch  fine  perch  at  Kelvedon,  and  fly-fisherman 
had  a  lovely  stretch  of  water  at  Chesham — a 
charming  retreat  from  smoky,  foggy  London. 
("  Hear,  hear.")  The  Chesham  water  had  been 
restocked,  and  many  of  the  fish  would  be  available 
for  the  coming  season.  In  the  future  they  might 
have  a  stretch  of  salmon  water  on  the  Thames. 
("Oh,  oh  !  ")  He  feared  with  all  these  advantages 
they  would  not  reach  the  standard  of  the  angler  of 
old,  whose  rod  was  a  tall  oak,  his  line  a  cable,  and 
who  "  sat  on  a  rock  and  bobbed  for  whales." 
Still,  whatever  anglers  of  to-day  could  achieve 
would  be  achieved  by  members  of  the  Gresham,  for 
which  society  he  would  ask  its  esteemed  member 
Sir.  J.  P;  Connellan  to  reply.    (Loud  cheers.) 

The  toast  having  been  enthusiastically  drunk, 
the  Chairman  said  he  had  a  pleasant  duty  to  per- 
form— a  duty  which  had  one  tinge  of  '•egret.  They 
all  regretted  the  absence,  through  iUness,  of  Mr.  J. 
W.  Walker,  who  in  the  past  as  secretary  had  rendered 
the  club  such  splendid  services.  (Cheers.)  The 
club  desired  Mr.  Walker  to  accept  a  cheque — a 
handsome  cheque — not  as  a  reward  for  services 
which  could  not  be  valued  too  highly,  but  as  a 
recognition  of  those  services  and  a  tribute  of 
esteem.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Walker,  he  would 
ask  Mr.  Eldred  to  hand  the  cheque  to  Mr.  Walker 
with  the  earnest  hope  from  every  member  that  he 
would  be  speedily  restored  to  health,  and  able  to  get 
back  to  the  rod  and  the  river  which  he  loved  so 
well.    (Loud  cheers.) 

Mr.  Eldred  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Walker,  thank- 
ing the  members  for  their  unexpected  and  valued 
testimonial  appreciative  of  services  which  had  been 
cheerfully  rendered.  Mr.  Eldred  personally  paid 
a  warm  tribute  to  the  value  of  Mr.  Walker's  efforts 
for  the  society. 

In  responding  for  the  society,  Mr.  Connellan  dwelt 
on  the  good  feeling  which  pervaded  the  society. 
Every  member  desired  to  help  every  other  member 
to  good  sport,  and  all  tried  to  reach  the  high  ideal 
which  the  Greshamites  set  before  them  at  the 
start.  (Cheers.)  The  Chairman  then  presented 
the  prizes  according  to  the  following  list,  the  various 
prize-winners  being  heartily  cheered  :  — 

Challenge  Cups  and  Trophies. 

The  late  Dr.  Brun ton's  Challenge  Cup. — Won 
by  Mr.  A.  Zerfass,  for  perch,  21b.  2^oz.  ;  roach, 
lib.  12oz.  ;  chub,  5lb.  6oz.  ;  wrasse,  21b.  12oz.  ; 
sea-bream,  31b. 

Dr.  Ladell's  Challenge  Shield.— Won  by  Mr.  J. 
Basten,  for  conger,  171b.  ;  skate,  161b.  ;  turbot, 
91b.  ;  sea-bream,  31b. 

The  Franklin  Challenge  Cup.— Won  by  Mr.  G.  H. 
Young,  for  trout,  21b.  loz.,  lib.  14oz..  lib.  12oz., 
lib.  lljoz.,  lib.  lloz.,  lib.  lloz.,  lib.  9|oz.,  with  the 
fly  at  Chesham. 

The  Marshall  Cross.— Won  by  Mr.  S.  Meyers  for  a 
pike  of  241b. 

The  Deal  Challenge  Cup.— Won  by  Mr.  T,  J. 
Church,  for  a  catch  of  211b.  14oz. 

Medals. 

To  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  for  a  trout,  6lb.  5oz.  ;  Mr. 
G.  R.  Scott  for  a  trout,  21b.  9oz.,with  the  fly;  Mr. 
S.  J.  Chasteney  for  a  trout,  21b.  2oz,,  with  the  fly, 
Chesham  ;  Mr.  F.  Reed  for  a  perch,  21b.  lloz.  ; 
Mr.  W.  P.  Salmond  for  a  barbel,  8lb.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Zerfass  for  a  chub,  51b.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Basten  for  a 
conger,  171b.  ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  for  a  pollack, 
111b.  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Maull  for  a  turbot,  121b. 

To  Mr.  Baker  was  awarded  the  well-filled  fly- 
book  given  by  Mr,  R.  B..  Marston  for  proficiency 
in  casting.; 


Mr.  J.  Powles  West,  in  a  happy  speech,  proposed 
"  The  Ladies,"  for  whom  Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  humo- 
rously replied.  The  proposer  of  the  toast  con- 
tended, as  he  always  has  contended,  that  ladies 
should  have  all  anglers'  privileges,  and  both  gen- 
tlemen expressed  the  desire  to  see  ladies  at  the 
annual  dinner  again. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  proposed  "  Our  Guests,"  for 
whom  Mr.  John  Grant,  of  Mapledurham,  re- 
sponded. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Eldred  gave  "  The  Press,"  with  many 
words  of  warm  eulogium  as  to  what  the  Press  does, 
and  has  done,  for  anglers.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard 
responded. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  proposed  "  The  Chairman  " — a 
toast  enthusiastically  received — and  the  Chair- 
man's happy  reply  brought  the  toast-list  to  a  close. 

There  was  an  excellent  musical  programme  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  E.  D.  Hilton.  Mr.  George 
Hedges  was  pianist,  and  the  vocalists  were  Miss 
Mary  Savage,  Mr.  Jas.  GarUck,  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
Alderson.  Mr.  Hilton  and  Mr.  P.  W.  Cheeseman 
gave  capital  humorous  songsj 


THE  HATCH-HOLE. 


Hatch-holes  on  a  trout  stream  are  generally 
regarded,  and  properly  so,  as  being  pretty  certain 
to  yield  fish  when  every  other  portion  of  the  preserve 
is  drawn  blank.  But  hatches,  all  the  same,  are 
anything  but  a  blessing  if  the  lessee  of  a  fishery  has 
not  obtained  control  over  them,  and  is  therefore 
free  to  manipulate  them  within  reason,  whenever 
and  as  he  chooses.  On  more  than  one  river  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  casting  a  line  I  have  found 
hatches  to  be  an  unmitigated  nuisance,  and  hatch- 
holes  a  snare  and  a  delusion.  For  the  purpose  of 
flooding  adjacent  meadows,  or  perhaps  from  unin- 
tentional neglect  on  my  part  in  not  sufficiently 
greasing  the  palm  of  the  custodian,  hatches  have 
too  frequently  been  jammed  down  or  almost  so,  all 
the  water  which  should  have  found  its  way  into  the 
main  stream  being  diverted  into  a  carrier  and  run 
by  means  of  ditches  into  the  fields,  leaving  the  bed 
of  the  river  almost  dry  until  the  carrier,  the  cause 
of  the  trouble,  joins  the  stream  a  mile  or  more 
perhaps  lower  down.  But  if  one  has  the  power  of 
regulating  hatches  on  a  given  water,  what  grand 
sport  is,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  had  in  the  hole 
just  below  the  rush  of  water  through  the  arches. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Westbrook,  on  the 
delightful  little  Lambourn  stream,  there  are  two 
sets  of  hatches,  one  lot  being  almost  at  the  boundary 
of  a  pretty  though  very  difficult  piece  of  fishing, 
upon  which  I  have  enjoyed  many  a  happy  and 
successful  day.  When  every  other  part  of  the 
stream  my  pass  gave  me  the  entree  to  failed,  the  hatch- 
hole  was  tried  and  never  was  a  blank  drawn  there. 
The  hatches  were  two  in  number,  and  water  passed 
through  one  of  them  and  under  a  brick  arch  some 
eight  or  nine  feet  long— a  fine  hiding-place  for  trout.- 
Unfortunately,  the  right  to  pull  up  or  let  down  the 
hatches  was  in  hands  other  than  mine,  and  though 
one  was  always  slightly  raised — to  the  extent  of  an 
inch  perhaps — but  a  small  quantity  of  water  came 
through.  The  pool  below  was  well-nigh  circular  in 
form,  and  from  four  to  five  feet  deep  in  the  deepest 
part.  It  extended  only  fifteen  feet,  before  suddenly 
shallowing  up,  and  was  the  same  distance  across  in 
the  widest  part.  On  one  half  was  a  grassy  slope, 
the  other  being  taken  up  by  a  path  over  the 
hatches  and  a  drooping  willow,  the  branches  of 
which  latter  spread  a  few  feet  over  the  water, 
their  shoots  dipping  into  it  with  every  breath  of 
wind.  In  the  centre  of  the  hole  a  few  sedges  stood 
prominently  out,  but  were  not  sufiiciently  thick  to 
cause  anxiety  when  a  fish  was  hooked.  The  trout 
here  were  not  of  the  leviathan  order.  Half- 
pounders  were  common  enough ;  twelve-ounce  fish 
were  fairly  plentiful,  but  trout  over  this  weight 
were  not  to  be  caught  with  a  bird-call.  The 
stream  being  very  thin  in  most  parts,  and  fast, 
and  the  bottom  being  composed  of  sand  and 
gravel,  the  fish  were  excellent  as  regards  colour, 
whilst  their  edible  qualities  were  of  the  highest 
class. 

To  properly  negotiate  the  hatch-hole,  one 
essential  on  the  part  of  tlie  fisherman  was 
absolutely  necessary,  and  that  was  unhmited 
patience.  After  emerging  from  the  arch,  the  water 
resolved  itself  into  an  eddy — but  such  an  eddy !  It 
was  of  the  slowest  possible  moving  character.  When 
the  fly  was  cast  right  into  the  very  jaws  of  the  arch^ 
-'Ws  it  was  the  custom  of  those  fishing  the  spot  to  do, 
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it  would  travel  quietly  for  a  yard,  then  it  would 
stop  almost  dead  as  if  undecided  what  to  do,  and 
finally  go  round  the  pool  in  the  most  deliberate 
manner,  and  at  so  funereal  a  pace  that  it  seemed 
ages  ere  it  traversed  the  whole  of  the  circle.  The 
manner,  too,  in  which  the  occupants  rose  at  the  fly 
was  an  entire  revelation  to  me  the  first  time  I  went 
to  the  place.  I  had  been  fully  initiated  by  a  brother 
piscator  into  the  mysteries  of  working  the  hole. 
Kis  modus  operandi  was  generally  after  this  fashion 
— his  fiy  was  cast  close  to  the  arch  and  the  rod  was 
propped  up  on  a  rest  or  creel ;  he  would  then  lie 
at  full  length  on  the  green  sward,  calmly  light  a 
cigarette  or  something  stronger,  make  himself  as 
comfortable  as  might  be,  and  wait  like  Micawber 
for  something  to  turn  or  come  up.  Round  and 
round  the  fiy  would  travel,  if  too  much  line  were 
not  let  out  to  enable  it  to  get  outside  the  eddy  and 
reach  the  lower  part  of  the  hole,  when  it  would  have 
been  carried  down  stream  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  an 
hour.  Suddenly  there  would  be  a  plop  or  splash, 
and  my  mentor  had  ample  time  to  seize  hold  of  his 
rod  and  hit  the  fish.  When  a  trout  made  up  its 
mind  to  take  the  fly  there  was  no  nonsense  or 
hesitancy  about  the  matter.  I  doubt  if  such  a  novel 
way  of  fly-fishing  as  this  is  practised  or  can  be 
attempted  on  many  waters.  It  was  a  pre-eminently 
lazy  business  altogether,  but  all  the  same  it 
seemed  to  be  the  only  method  of  getting  trout 
out  of  the  hole.  Fish  would  be  found  rising 
here  from  mom  till  night,  and  although  in 
a  week  two  of  us  had  dozens  out  of  this  one  small 
spot  the  supply  seemed  inexhaustible,  for  the  places 
of  the  departed  ones  were  constantly  filled  up.  The 
hole  was  always  full  of  fish— both  trout  and  grayling. 
The  latter  were  a  contrast  as  regards  weight  to 
their  brethren,  although  they  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  take  a  fly.  Another  strange  thing  about 
this  hatch-hole  was  the  partiaUty  of  the  trout  to 
huge  flies.  QuiDs  and  Wickhams  on  0  hooks  did 
not  seem  attractive  enough  for  them,  but  in  bril- 
liantly clear  water,  running  as  slowly  as  it  could, 
with  a  clear,  cloudless  sky,  no  wind  to  raise  the 
tiniest  ripple  on  the  surface,  and  Sol  in  his  best 
possible  behaviour  from  a  holiday  maker's  — not 
an  angler's— point  of  view,  nearly  the  whole  of  our 
catches  day  after  day  were  made  on  a  large  well- 
hackled  Palmer  built  on  a  No.  4  Long  May  hook, 
which  stood  up  like  a  miniature  haystack  on  the 
calm  quiet  hatch-hole.  I  should  not  Hke  to  say 
how  many  brace  were  extracted  from  the  little  gold- 
mine we  discovered.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing 
to  land  three  or  four  brace  at  a  sittmg.  The 
majority  were  well  over  |lb.,  several  went  lib.,  and 
one  fine  fish  for  this  particular  part  of  the  Lam- 
bourn  was  basketed  which  scaled  an  ounce  over 
IJlb.  The  Chiel. 


GEOUND-BAITING  BY  MEANS  OF  A 
SPECIAL  GEOUND-BAITING  CAN. 

Dear  Sib,,— Kindly  allow  me  to  bring  the  above 
matter  before  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  in 
order  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  the  simple  and 
efficient  implement  alluded  to  in  the  heading  of  this 
letter  is  used  and  approved,  or  disapproved,  of  by 
English  anglers.  This  is  a  question  of  very  con- 
siderable interest  to  me,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

I- —I  have  benefited  so  much  by  the  use  of  this 
implement  that  I  am  rather  enthusiastic  over  it. 

IL— It  was  I  who  introduced,  in  1883,  the  above- 
mentioned  apparatus,  slightly  modified  by  me,  into 
England,  through  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  &  Co.,  the 
well-known  manufacturers  of  fishing  tackle,  and 
it  is  but  natural  that  I  should  hke  to  know  how  it 
has  been  doing  these  twenty  years. 

Ill- — I  am  working  out  an  improved  pattern  of 
a  ground-baiting  can  which  I  hope  will  offer  some 
serious  advantages  over  the  original  one,  and  should 
like  very  much  to  avail  myself  of  the  remarks- 
commendatory  or  otherwise— regarding  the  latter 
which  this  letter  may  draw  forth. 

First  of  all,  I  wish  to  state  quite  distinctly  and 
emphatically  that  I  am  not,  and  never  pretended 
to  be,  the  inventor  of  the  conical  groimd-baiting 
can  introduced  by  me  in  1883.  I  first  came  across 
a  description  and  a  drawing  of  it  in  Max  von  dem 
Bome's  "  Handbuch  der  Angelfischerei  "  ;  this 
dates  back  as  far  as  1879  or  1880.  I  had  one  made 
by  a  plumber  in  this  city,  and  soon  ascertained  its 
many  good  points,  as  well  as  its  few  and  trifling 
imperfections,  which  latter  I  tried  to  avoid  in  the 
next  model  I  had  made  for  me.    The  accompanying 


tracings  (Figs.  I.  and  IL)  show  the  original  imple- 
ment as  depicted  in  Max  von  dem  Borne's  book 
(Fig.  L ),  and  my  improved  "  1883-Model "  (Fig.  IL ). 
As  will  be  seen  from  these,  all  the  difference  is 
limited  to  the  following  three  items — in  my  "  1883- 
Model "  the  loop  C  stands  at  a  right  angle  to  the 
plane  of  the  hinged  bottom  B,  instead  of  lying  in 
the  same  plane  with  the  latter,  as  is  the  case  in  the 
original  model  (Fig.  L ) ;  the  bottom  B  is  perforated ; 
a  second  "  guide-ring,'-  E,  is  provided  at  the  top  of 
the  apparatus. 

These  alterations  may  appear  very  trifling,  but 
they  ensure  better  and  more  reliable  working  of  the 
apparatus,  as  will  appear  in  the  course  of  the 
following  description  of  same.  The  modus  operandi 
is  as  follows  :  The  conical  vessel  A  being  turned 
bottom  upward  is  filled  with  ground-bait ;  the 
hinged  bottom  B  is  folded  down  on  it ;  the  leaded 
hook  D  is  hooked  into  the  loop  C,  and  the  apparatus 
is  lowered  into  the  water  by  means  of  the  line  F 
tied  to  the  eye  of  the  leaded  hook  C.  The  water 
enters  the  apparatus  through  the  holes  in  the  bottom 
and  expels  the  air  contained  in  it  through  the  holes 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  conical  vessel  A  (this 
prevents  the  apparatus  from  "  wobbhng,"  to  which 
the  original  model  was  rather  subject  as  long  as  the 
air  contained  in  it  had  not  been  displaced  by  the 
water).  As  soon  as  the  apparatus  has  reached  the 
bottom,  a  sudden  slackening  of  the  fine  F  causes 
the  leaded  hook  D  to  shde  to  the  ground,  where,  on 
account  of  the  weight  of  lead  casing  being  concen- 
trated at  the  top  of  it  and  making  it  "  top-heavy," 
it  turns  over,  loosening  its  hold  on  the  loop  C.  And 
it  is  here  that  the  old  pattern  did  not  prove  alto- 
gether reUable  in  its  working  on  account  of  the  faulty 
shape  of  the  loop  C  and  of  the  friction  of  the  line 
against  the  surface  of  the  conical  vessel  A  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  latter,  which  friction  is  greatly 
reduced  in  my  "  1883-Model  "-  through  the  addi- 
tional guide-ring  E  keepmg  the  fine  away  from  the 
can. 

It  will  be  obvious  that,  when  the  Une  is  tightened 
again  in  order  to  remove  the  apparatus  from  the 


water,  the  pressure  of  the  latter,  combined  with 
that  of  the  water,  causes  the  hinged  bottom  B  to 
swing  on  its  hinge  (though  practically  its  own  weight 
is  quite  suflBcient  to  effect  this),  when  the  ground- 
bait  will  be  deposited  at  the  bottom  of  the  water  in 
the  exact  place  where  it  is  wanted  to  be. 

The  question  may  suggest  itself  :  "  What  are  the 
advantages  accruing  from  the  use  of  a  special 
apparatus,  when  the  groimd-bait  can  be  simply 
thrown  in  ? "  In  attempting  to  answer  this 
question,  I  shall  have  to  go  by  my  personal  ex- 
perience only,  and  give  my  opinion  for  what  it  is 
worth  ;  my  reasons  for  the  preference  which  I  give 
to  ground-baiting  by  means  of  a  special  can  over 
ground-baiting  in  the  ordinary  style  may  be  brought 
under  three  heads — namely  : 

I.  — When  fishing  in  deepish  water  with  a  pretty 
strong  current  I  find  it  is,  at  times,  rather 
difficult  (not  to  say  impossible)  to  get  the  ground- 
bait,  thrown  in  in  the  ordinary  style,  to  reach  the 
bottom  just  where  it  is  required  to  ;  this  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  sometimes  a  very  appreciable 
difference  between  the  direction  — the  "  set '-  it  is 
called,  I  beUeve — of  the  current  on  the  surface  and 
at  the  bottom.  Thus  it  may  easily  happen  that 
the  ground-bait  thrown  in  at  the  siu-f ace,  with  a  view 
to  drawing  the  fish  to  the  angler's  bait,  diverts  them 
from  it.  Now,  with  the  use  of  a  ground-baiting 
can  this  risk  is  reduced  to  a  very  infinitesimal 
minimum. 

II.  — The  ground- baiting  can,  if  used  with  ordinary 
care,  works  altogether  noiselesaly,: 


in. — The  ground-baiting  can  places  the  ground- 
bait  direct  on  the  bottom,  which  is  of  great  advan- 
tage, as  it  prevents  the  small  fry  (especially  that 
worst  of  nuisances — the  bleak)  going  for  the  ground - 
bait  while  it  descends  to  the  bottom,  snatching  it 
away  under  the  noses  of  those  fish  for  which  it  is 
intended,  and  ruining  the  angler's  prospect^  of 
sport.  I  speak  feelingly  on  this  subject,  having 
been  pestered  with  bleak  beyond  human  endurance 
when  fishing  for  roach,  ide,  nose-fish  {Chrmdrostoma), 
etc.,  on  the  Moskva  River  (in  Moscow)  before  I  had 
become  acquainted  with  the  simple  implement 
under  consideration.- 

I  may  add  that  I  have  used  it  both  in  still  and  in 
running  waters  with  excellent  results  ;  but  it  i.s  in 
running  waters  that  it  shows  its  advantages  to  the 
full. — Yours  truly, 

Paul  TcHERKASsoVi 
St.  Petersburg,  Feb.  21,  1903, 


"  FISH  FAEMING  FOE  PLEASUEE 
AND  PEOFIT."* 

If  it  were  merely  for  the  illustrations  from  the 
author's  own  photographs  this  brightly  written  and 
attractive  little  work  would  be  well  worth  its  price, 
as  they  may  very  fairly  be  said  to  cover  the  whole 
subject,  and  being  admirably  printed  they  do  just 
what  they  are  intended  to  do.  Among  the  subjects 
dealt  with  by  "Practical"  are  : — Natural  and  arti- 
ficial redds  or  breeding  places  in  streams;  the 
formation  of  ponds  and  lakes ;  screens  and  sluices ; 
water  supply  and  aeration  ;  natural  food  ;  aquatic 
plants  ;  stocking ;  rainbow  and  other  foreign  trout ; 
fish-passes ;  spawning ;  how  to  make  a  hatchery ; 
incubation  ;  care  of  alevins  and  young  fry  ; 
rearing  fry  and  yearUngs,  etc.  Of  course 
there  are  some  statements  and  opinions  which 
we  cannot  quite  agree  with  in  this  work, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  kind  of  waters  suit- 
able for  rainbows.  The  author,  for  instance, 
mentions  the  Coquet  as  a  suitable  stream,  but  they 
have  been  tried  in  that  river  we  believe  and 
failed  ;  certainly  they  proved  a  total  failure  in  the 
neighbouring  Aln,  and  in  our  opinion  it  is  simply 
waste  of  money  to  put  them  into  any  water  from 
which  they  can  escape.  It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  at 
length  to  the  matters  dealt  with  in  this  work, 
though  there  are  some  points  we  hope  to  touch 
upon  later.  One  of  its  objects  is  to  stir  up  the 
public  interest  in  fish  culture,  and  to  prove  what 
excellent  results  can  be  attained  by  the  wise 
utilisation  of  small  supphes  of  water,  and  the  con- 
version of  waste  land  into  profitable  fish  farms  and 
sporting  properties.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever 
that  there  are  many  estates  which  might  be  improved 
by  converting  a  stream  in  a  valley  into  a  series  of 
small  lakes,  but  such  work  should  never  be  under- 
taken except  under  the  advice  of  those  experienced 
in  such  matters.  We  hope  that  this  httle  work  will 
be  widely  read  and  studied  .by  all  interested  in  fish 
farming,  whether  for  pleasure  "or  profit.  Even  the 
professional  pisciculturists  will  find  valuable  hints 
in  it; 


AMEEICAN  VIEW  OF  THE 
NEWFOUNDLAND  TEEATY. 


-"  The  full  text  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain 
for  the  regulation  of  a  part  of  our  trade  with  New- 
foundland shows  that  it  is  more  favoiu-able  to  the 
extension  of  our  markets  than  had  appeared  from 
the  published  abstract. 

-"  The  first  article  grants  to  the  fishing  vessels  of 
the  United  States  the  privilege  of  purchasing  bait 
and  of  touching  and  trading,  buying  and  selling  fish 
and  oil  and  supplies  in  Newfoundland  on  the  same 
terms  as  those  of  Newfoundland,  says  the  New  York 
Times.  The  second  article  admits  into  our  ports, 
free  of  duty,  codfish,  cod  oil,  herring,  sahnon,  trout, 
salmon  trout,  lobsters,  and  other  products  of  the 
Newfoundland  fisheries,  ores  of  metals  from  New- 
foundland mines,  and  slates  from  Newfoundland 
quarries,  but  fresh  codfish  is  not  included.  This  ia 
substantially  all  the  concession  made  by  us  in 
return  for  the  privileges  already  mentioned,  and, 

*  "Fish  Farming  for  Pleasure  and  Profit."  By 
"Practical."  Fully  illustrated  from  photographs 
and  drawings  by  the  author.  London :  The 
Burlington  Publishing  Co.,  Ltd.,  72-76,  Temple 
Chambers,  E.C. 
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in  addition,  the  removal  of  all  duty  on  imports  from 
the  United  States  of  a  very  considerable  variety  of 
our  manufactures.  Among  the  articles  thus  freed 
from  tax  are  all  sorts  of  mining  machinery,  mining 
supplies,  brick  machines,  raw  cotton  and  cotton 
yarn,  corn  for  brooms,  hemp  and  like  fibres  with 
their  yarns,  products  of  oil  and  seed  for  cattle  feed, 
printing  and  engraving  machinery,  and  supplies  for 
use  and  not  for  sale,  and  salt  in  bulk  for  fisheries. 
Besides  these  grants  there  is  to  be  a  sensible  reduc- 
tion in  the  duties  on  flour,  meats,  meal  and  rice,  and 
kerosene.  The  convention  is  to  last  for  five  years, 
and  until  terminated  by  either  party. 

*'  If  we  measure  such  an  agreement  by  the  old- 
fashioned  standard,  which  regards  the  reduction  or 
abohtion  of  a  duty  as  a  concession,  it  is  plain  that 
the  advantage  in  this  case  is  decidedly  on  our  side. 
If  we  measure  it  by  the  probable  effect  on  our  com- 
merce and  our  industries,  the  advantage  is  still 
clearer.  The  duties  that  we  consent  to  forego  are 
of  no  importance  whatever  as  a  source  of  revenue ; 
the  benefit  of  freer  supply  for  a  considerable  class 
of  consumers  is  obvious,  and  the  opportunity  of 
wider  markets  is  valuable.  These,  to  be  sure,  are 
facts  that  exist  in  the  case  of  all  the  reciprocity 
treaties  that  have  been  negotiated,  and  they  have 
not  yet  secured  their  adoption.  But  so  far  there 
appears  to  be  no  serious  opposition  to  this  one, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  ratified  before 
the  close  of  the  session.'.' — From  the  New  York 
^  Fishing  Gazette,  Jan. 


ANGLING  NEAR  VICTOEIA, 
BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
By  a  Practical  Anglee. 

At  present  salmon  may  be  fished  for  during  the 
whole  year,  but  March  1  will  be  found  early  enough. 
The  only  fly  I  use  is  the  "  Jock  Scott "  ;  size  of 
hook  depends  upon  the  state  of  the  river,  but  from 
No.  3-0  to  No.  3  will  be  found  to  answer  well. 
During  March  and  April,  if  the  river  is  not  too  high, 
steelhead  salmon  take  a  fly  readily.  In  May  they 
may  also  be  caught ;  while  in  the  Cowichan  river  a 
few  cohoes  run  up  a  few  miles,  also  an  occasional 
spring  salmonJC  quinnat ").  Generally  a  large  run 
of  spring  salmon  takes  the  Cowichan  about  July  1. 
These  are  the  gamest  fish  we  have,  and  run  from 
101  b.  to  701b.,  and  in  rivers  farther  north  have  been 
caught  up  to  801b.  or  901b.  If  the  river  is  not  too 
low,  the  spring  salmon  will  readily  take  a  fly,  but  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  water  is  very  clear,  a 
long  line,  therefore,  being  absolutely  necessary, 
also  single  gut.  The  spring  salmon  will  generally 
take  best  at  the  head  of  a  pool,  frequently  in  very 
strong  water.  The  cohoe  or  steelhead  take  best  at 
the  foot  of  the  pool.  Where  large  rocks  are  lying 
in  the  centre  of  a  pool,  the  fish  will  invariably  be 
found  behind  them,  no  matter  how  strong  the 
water  may  be. 

For  salmon  fishing,  a  dark,  and,  if  possible,  a 
stormy,  day  is  always  best.  On  such  a  day,  with 
heavy  hail  squalls  frequently  passing,  and 'a  strong 
and  bitter  north  wind  blowing,  I  killed  with  a  fly 
sixteen  salmon  in  one  afternoon,  but  this  was  some 
years  ago. 

The  best  part  of  the  Cowichan  river  for  salmon 
during  March  is  between  Duncan's  and  the  tidal 
water.  After  the  middle  of  April,  the  district  about 
Sahtlam  is  best,  and  as  the  season  gets  later  the 
upper  part  of  the  river  is  best.  During  August 
and  September  salmon  fishing  is  worthless,  but  as 
the  river  rises  in  October  the  cohoe  salmon  fishing 
13  very  good,  both  in  the  Cowichan  and  in  its 
neighbour,  the  Koksilah. 

For  trout  fishing  in  the  rivers  the  months  of 
September,  October,  and  November  are  decidedly 
the  best,  though  good  bags  may  after  be  made  in 
tidal  water  and  at  any  time.  Large  numbers  of 
trout  run  into  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  with  the  first 
of  the  flood  tide,  and  one  may  hook  at  every  cast  for 
half  an  hour  and  sometimes  an  hour.  The  March 
Brown  is  the  best  all-round  fly  for  trout  in  the  rivers. 
No.  7  or  No.  8  hook,  or  if  the  day  be  very  fine.  No.  10 
or  No.  12.  In  the  lakes  it  is  very  little  use  fishing 
for  trout  before  April.  Personally,  I  never  begin 
before  May  1;  Then  small  dark  flies  are  best  in 
most  lakes,  and  fine  tackle  is  essential  if  a  good  bag 
IS  to  be  made.  Fine  tackle  is  best  at  all  times  both 
for  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  and  I  have  hooked  and 
landed  in  three  hours  a  261b.  spring  salmon  with  a 
14ft.  trout  rod,  fine  line,  the  finest  gut  I  could  obtain, 
and  with  a  No:  6  fly,   In  bright  days,  if  one  has  the 


water  to  oneself,  it  is  better  not  to  disturb  the  fish 
until  the  sun  has  left  the  water.  The  time  may  be 
passed  in  trout-fishing,  but  care  should  be  taken 
not  to  go  near  the  salmon  pools.  In  the  lower 
part  of  rivers,  where  constant  fishing  takes  place, 
one  must  take  one's  chance,  but  in  an  average 
season  of  three  months  I  have  known  fifty-two 
salmon  to  be  caught,  of  the  varieties  I  have  named, 
by  one  rod,  fishing  one  day  a  Aveek.  In  June  and 
July  there  is  a  run  of  grilse  of  the  "  quinnat  '- 
variety  of  salmon  which  affords  excellent  sport. 
These  fish  run  from  31b;  or  41b.  to  81b.,  and  on  a 
14ft.  trout  rod  with  fine  tackle  give  as  good  sport 
as  a  salmon  on  an  18ft.  rod.  There  are  several 
lakes  and  streams  within  easy  reach  of  Victoria,  one 
of  the  nearest  and  best  being  Prospect  Lake,  about 
nine  miles  off,  with  a  good  road.  Boats  can  be  hired 
at  the  lake.  The  trout  in  this  lake  are  very  good, 
and  I  have  caught  them  up  to  41b.  There  are  a 
good  many  of  them,  but  as  the  lake  is  a  great  deal 
fished,  the  fish  are  shy  and  require  careful  fishing. 
Other  smaller  lakes  are  equally  near.  Next  comes 
Sooke  Lake,  about  seven  miles  long,  full  of  trout. 
This  lake  is  about  twenty  miles  from  Victoria,  with 
a  good  road  all  the  way.  The  trout  in  Sooke  Lake 
do  not  run  as  large  as  those  in  Prospect,  but  100 
are  often  taken  by  one  rod  in  a  day.  Next  comes 
Shawnigan  Lake,  eight  miles  long.  There  are  a  lot 
of  trout  in  this  lake,  but  they  are  uncertain  and 
somewhat  shy.  It  is  twenty-six  miles  from  Vic- 
toria, and  can  be  reached  by  train  every  morning 
from  Victoria.  There  are  boats  for  hire  and  two 
good  hotels. 

Forty  miles  by  rail  lands  the  angler  on  his  best 
ground,  for  here  we  are  on  the  Cowichan  river. 
There  are  two  lakes  close  to  the  station,  and  boats 
can  be  hired  on  either  lake  by  ap^^Mng  to  the  hotel- 
keeper  at  the  Quamichan  Hotel.  Conveyances  can 
also  be  hired  at  the  village  of  Duncan's.  About 
thirty  miles'  drive  from  the  station  is  Cowichan 
Lake,  one  of  the  largest  on  the  island.  This  lake 
abounds  with  fine  trout,  and  a  short  time  ago  an 
ofiBcer  of  one  of  H.  M.  ships  caught  in  five  days  3001b.- 
of  trout.  There  is  a  steam  launch  on  the  lake,  and 
several  boats  for  hire.  A  stage  goes  from  Duncan's 
three  times  a  week,  and  there  is  a  comfortable  hotel 
Going  farther  away  we  come  to  the  Chemainus 
river,  which,  owing  to  heavy  netting,  is  not  worthy 
of  the  angler's  attention.  In  fact,  if  the  angler  is 
not  satisfied  with  the  sport  obtainable  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Duncan's  he  had  better  return  to  Vic- 
toria, and  take  the  E.  &  N.  Railway  Co.'s  steamer 
to  Campbell  river,  some  150  miles  from  Victoria. 
Here,  if  he  is  well  fitted  with  salmon  tackle,  he  can 
have  what  I  believe  to  be  the  finest  sport  in  the 
world.  A  friend  of  mine,  fishing  for  ten  days  in 
July,  1901,  caught  172  salmon,  averaging  431b.  each. 
The  angler  who  is  not  satisfied  with  this  had  better 
depart  to  a  better  world,  for  his  quest  in  this  one 
will  be  hopeless. 

Other,  and  more  detailed,  information  can  be 
obtained  by  inquiry  at  Victoria,  from  the  Dominion 
Fishery  Officer. 

Before  concluding,  it  may  be  well  to  warn  visitors 
that  no  salmon,  fry,  parr,  or  smolt,  or  any  grilse 
of  a  less  weight  than  31b.  may  be  taken,  but  must  be 
liberated  alive,  at  the  risk  of  the  person  catching  it. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  unable  to  distin- 
guish the  difference  between  a  trout  and  a  parr,  I 
may  say  that  the  tail  of  the  parr  is  very  much 
forked,  not  square  Uke  that  of  a  trout,  and  there  are 
bars  down  its  side,  resembUng  finger  marks.  As 
small  trout  are  hardly  ever  seen  in  the  Cowichan 
river,  I  would  suggest  that  all  fish  under  8in.  in 
length  be  put  back  at  once.  The  penalty  for  being 
found  in  possession  of  these  fish  is  $100  or  six 
months'  imprisonment.  For  those  who  do  not 
pretend  to  be  expert  anglers  there  is  an  abundance 
of  sport  to  be  obtained  from  May  till  October  in  all 
the  bays  and  estuaries  round  the  coast,  trolh'ng  with 
a  large  artificial  miimow  or  spoon.  From  half-a- 
dozen  to  twenty  salmon  are  often  caught  in  a  day 
in  this  manner.  A  strong  rod  and  not  less  than 
200  yards  of  line  on  the  reel  are  necessary,  if  big  fish 
are  running. 

Specimens  of  big  salmon  and  trout  caught  on 
Vancouver  Island  can  be  seen  in  the  museum  in 
Victoria,  and  the  curator,  Mr.  Fannin,  will  give 
visitors  any  information  they  may  desire. — Rod 
and  Gun  in  Canada^ 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunatan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalouue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on  appUcatiga, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Ancholme  District. — The  coarse-fishing  season, 
which  ends  this  week,  has  been  about  an  average 
one.  The  continual  stocking  with  tench  lias  begun 
to  tell  very  well,  and  the  bulk  of  anglers  are  well 
pleased  with  them.  Further  local  stocking  is  taking 
place  this  week,  consisting  mainly  of  fry  which  are 
being  put  into  the  smallest  brooks  tributary  to  the 
Rase  and  main  river.  The  Market  Rasen  Club  is 
putting  3000  Fontinalis  fry  above  the  ponds  at 
Willingham,  hoping  they  may  ultimately  find  a 
lodgment  there.  There  is  at  least  one  reservoir  in 
this  district  where  the  Fontinalis  do  admirably, 
growing  over  lib.,  and  also  breeding.  I  am  glad  to 
bear  this  testimony  to  a  much-abused  fish. — Thomas 
FoBD,  Caistor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — As  reported  last 
week  the  first  few  days  of  the  new  season  did  not 
permit  of  much  successful  angling,  but  during  the 
past  week  several  splendid  baskets  have  been  taken, 
and  the  fish  are  in  excellent  condition.  On  March  3 
Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  four  nice  trout,  whilst  Mr.  G. 
Garrow  Green  secured  half  a  dozen  in  the  Mill  beat, 
one  of  them  being  eleven  inches  long.  On  March  5 
Mr.  E.  Distin  caught  nine  fish,  and  a  trifle  smaller 
basket  on  the  following  day,  some  of  which  were 
6oz.  apiece.  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  commenced  well  on 
March  5,  when  he  landed  four  dozen ;  and  Mr.W.  F. 
Tollit  also  had  a  good  basket  of  eighteen.  On  Mon- 
day last  a  gentleman  residing  in  the  town  (Mr. 
Derbyshire)  had  grand  sport  with  a  trout  at 
Staverton,  which  he  hooked  and  was  successful  in 
landing.  It  turned  the  scales  at  21b.  loz.,  and  was 
in  the  best  of  condition.  Mr.  Moysey,  of  Venton, 
has  also  been  out,  and  has  secured  a  fair  number  of 
trout.  The  flies  in  use  are  Half  Stone,  Blue 
Upright,  and  Pheasant  Tail.  The  water  is  still 
pretty  big,  but  very  fine,  the  continual  showers 
keeping  up  the  head  of  water  somewhat.  On  the 
Dartmoor  streams  the  water  has  been  favourable 
for  natural  baits,  and  several  good  baskets  have 
been  taken.  The  fish  are  plentiful,  of  good  quality, 
and  in  splendid  condition.  Mr.  Edworthy  hooked  a 
fine  salmon,  but  did  not  succeed  in  landing  it. — 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — After  being  knocked  off  ^or  a 
full  fortnight  the  anglers  began  a  very  good  innings 
on  Friday  (March  6).  The  river  was  only  in  order 
for  three  days,  and  the  following  is  the  result,  the 
fish  being  grouped  for  the  sake  of  conciseness.  In 
the  Warwick  Hall  water,  Mr.  C.  Liddell  killed  ten 
fish ;  Mr.  Cookson,  two.  In  the  Boat  Pool  at 
Wetheral,  Mr.  Collingwood  had  five,  the  heaviest 
331b. ;  Mr.  C.  Scott,  four ;  Mr.  J.  Hove,  two ;  and 
the  Corby  Castle  keeper,  one.  At  Brocklewath,  Mr. 
T.  L.  Atkinson  had  four,  heaviest  201b.  In  the 
Crosby  water,  Mr.  W.  J.  Graham,  three,  weighing 
601b ;  and  Mr.  J.  Homfray,  one,  201b.  In  the  Low 
House  water,  Mr.  W.  S.  Smith,  six,  heaviest  211b.  ; 
and  Mr.  CoUingham,  three,  heaviest  231b.  At 
Armathwaite  Castle,  Mr.  T.  Bramwell,  two, 
221b.  and  161b.  At  Armathwaite  Hall,  Dr.  Murray 
one  of  201b.  In  Barron  Wood,  Mr.  M.  Hollins  one 
of  201b.  At  Irthing  Foot,  Mr.  J.  Rae  and  his  son 
each  had  one  about  201b.  Between  Warwick  and 
Wetheral  Mr.  G.  Coulthard  one  of  221b.,  Mr.  J.  R. 
Catto  one,  and  Mr.  Busby  one.  Such  sport  is  quite 
phenomenal — would  that  I  could  give  a  Ust  of  the 
killing  flies.  But  it  is  a  painful  fact  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  fish  were  taken  on  Devon  minnows, 
phantoms,  and  gudgeons ;  indeed,  many  anglers 
never  put  a  fly  in  the  water — from  start  to  finish  of 
a  day  they  spin  some  ghastly  bait  or  other.  The 
river  was  in  spate  again  on  Tuesday  (March  10),  but 
is  just  fishable  to-day  (March  11). — Silveb  Gbey. 

Iisk  (Whitby). — There  has  been  very  little  doing 
on  this  river  during  the  week,  although  the  water 
has  been  in  good  condition  for  angling.  A  few  rods 
have  been  out,  but  have  only  met  with  indifferent 
results.  Fresh-water  trout  fishing  commences  on 
Monday,  March  1 6,  which  will  attract  a  few  anglers 
to  the  river  side.— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  furnish  a  most  successful  and  favourable  report 
for  the  last  week,  both  as  regards  the  near  finish  of 
the  aU-round  fishing  and  the  salmon  and  trout 
commencement.  The  latter  named  did  not  open 
auspiciously,  aa  the  river  was  in  high  flood,  and  all 
fishing  was  impossible  for  the  first  few  days,  but 
the  day  before  yesterday,  between  the  salmon  pool 
and  Bramford  Speke  water,  thirteen  fish  fell  victims 
to  the  salmon  rodsters,  and  six,  I  hear,  yesterday. 
Trouthave  also  been  caughtwithBlue  Upright,  Hare's 
Flax,  March  Brown,  and  in  some  parts  the  worm  by 
Messrs.  Theuwissen,  Snell,  Shapley,  and  Kelley,  the 
latter  taking  five  trout  Jib.  each,  and  four  perch, 
bent  fish  21b.  2oz„  and  smallest  lib.   In  the  Exe 
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some  pike  have  been  had:  Mr.  Collins,  two,  81b 
and  41b. ;  Mr.  Chapman  one  of  71b.,  and  another  of 
3^1  b.  In  the  Great  Western  Canal  at  Tiverton  and 
Burlescombe.  two  of  our  noted  pike  anglers  have 
caught  specimen  fish.  Mr.  Jackman  of  the 
Foresters'  Arras  in  this  city,  in  one  visit  had  two 
fiah,  one  201b.  and  one  111b.;  the  first-named  is 
bemg  set  up  and  will  add  another  to  the  five  catches 
he  has  scored.  Mr.  Dovey,  of  the  Great  Western 
Railway,  at  Tiverton,  also  caught  some  good  pike 
the  best  fish  going  181b..  all  taken  in  each  case  with 
live  bait. — Red  Palmee. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
The  angling  season  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close  so  far 
as  coarse  fish  are  concerned.  The  gales  which  have 
prevailed  during  the  !a=t  fortnight  or  so  have  been 
very  detrimental  and  nearly  put  an  end  to  all  kinds 
of  sport.  There  i^  an  improvement  during  the  last 
few  days,  and  if  the  winds  are  not  so  powerful 
as  they  have  been  there  are  sure  to  be  many  visitors 
at  Spalding,  Wisbech,  and  Surfleet.  All  these 
places  are  noted  for  their  good  yield  of  late  For 
first-class  reaching  Surfleet  takes  the  lead,  and  in 
the  winter  time  some  good  sport  in  this  line  is  to  be 
had  m  the  Glen.  On  the  latter  river  brandling 
worms  are  pretty  destructive.  Bream  and  perch 
are  also  to  be  met  with.  Some  very  good  pike 
fishing  is  to  be  had  at  Swineshead.  probably  the 
best  on  the  Forty-foot  — Limpet. 

lake  Vymwy  (Nortli  Wales).— Very  stormy 
weather  has  prevailed  during  the  past  week,  and  in 
consequence  the  fishing  has  to  a  great  extent  been 
difficult,  and  on  some  days  almost  impassible;  but 
however,  on  the  few  occasions  when  the  elements 
have  been  favourable,  good  baskets  have  been 
made.  On  March  5,  Mr.  D.  Pine  killed  11  trout 
weighing  81b.  3oz.,  and  Mr.  F.  Crowther  eight  fish' 
weighing  61b.  loz.  The  next  four  days  were  very 
stormy,  and  the  baskets  contained  only  one  or  two 
brace  each.  Sunday,  as  usual,  was  a  perfect  fishing 
day,  and  yesterday  was  nearly  as  good.  Mr.  F 
Crowther  creeled  sixteen  fish,  weighing  91b.  12oz 
and  Mr.  D.  Pine  killed  fourteen,  weighing  81b  lOoz' 
The  Butcher  has  been  the  most  killing  fly,  and  it  is 
two  sizes  larger  than  has  been  used  hitherto.  The 
water  in  the  rivers  is  in  order,  but  to  ensure  big 
baskets  anglers  should  come  provided  with  waders 
— Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Down  to  *^^his  (Wednes- 
day) evening  there  is  little  to  record  in  connection 
with  Lea  angling.  The  rain  has  caused  a  rise  in  the 
river,  and  early  in  the  week  it  was  coming  down  very 
discoloured,  sport  under  the  circumstances  being 
quiet.  However,  some  roach,  dace,  perch,  and  pike 
have  been  caught,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  the  river 
was  getting  m  good  trim  for  roach-fishing  operations 
On  March  U,  pike  and  perch  fishing  closes  but 
roach  and  other  coarse  fish  may  be  taken  until  the 
end  of  the  month.  Many  anglers  are  expected  to 
visit  the  river  on  March  15,  as  the  Thames  will  then 
be  closed  to  coarse  fishing. — Izaak  Walton. 

Iiuggf  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  streams  continue  to  run  high  and  muddy 
owing  to  the  changeable  weather.  They  had 
begun  to  clear  and  lower,  but  rain  has  been  had 
at  night,  and  they  have  had  no  chance  to  recover 
themselves,  and  it  has  been  against  angling.  Trout 
have  been  on  the  feed  fairly  well,  and  a  few  rods 
have  been  out  vrith  worm;  trout,  Jib.  and  |lb., 
have  been  landed,  and  if  the  water  would  only  clear 
there  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  being 
had  on  both  streams  with  fly  and  worm.  The 
Pinsley  is  coloured  and  out  of  order  at  present 

GWYNNE. 

Liigrg,  Arrow,  and    Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Unsettled  weather  keeps  these  rivers  at  e  high  level, 
although  not  by  any  means  very  dirty,  and  the 
chances  of  fishing  m  the  near  future  depends  on  a 
spell  of  dry  settled  weather  ensuing,  of  which  at 
present  there  are  no  indications,  the  glass  being 
low,  with  an  inclination  to  sink ;  wind  south  ;  clouds 
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low  and  heavy.  With  the  most  favourable  atmos- 
pheric conditions  no  fly  fishing  can  be  expected 

before  the  middle  of  the  coming  week.  R.  T. 

Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigli  Salterton).— Though  we  have 
had  heavy  rains  for  the  pa=it  week  there  have  been 
intervals  when  the  river  has  been  fiahable,  and 
heavy  takes  have  been  the  order  of  the  day.  On 
the  Rolle  water,  on  March  4,  5,  G  and  9,  creels  of 
from  ten  to  fourteen  brace  of  trout  were  obtained. 
The  fish  were  for  the  most  part  in  good  season,  but 
not  of  the  largest  size  for  this  stream,  being  rather 
under  two  to  the  pound.  At  Tipton  St.  John's  also 
good  sport  was  had,  several  specimen  fish  of  over  a 
pound  being  taken.  To-day  (March  11)  the  river 
IS  clearing  after  yesterday's  spate,  and  granted 
fine  weather  fishing  should  be  good  for  the  coming 
week. — Heron. 

Plymoutb. — All  the  rivers  are  in  good  condition, 
and  some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken, 
notably  on  the  Tavy,  Walkham.  and  Meavy.  The 
moorland  streams  have  also  been  doing  well.  A 
friend  of  mine  in  six  days'  fishing  had  one  hundred 
and  eighty  trout,  which  weighed  291b.  Several 
fishermen  are  on  the  look  out  for  these  early 
stragglers,  or  Candlemas  salmon  that  run  up  the 
Meavy  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  There  are. 
however,  some  back  fish  amongst  them,  and  care 
should  be  taken  to  put  them  back  in  the  river. 
Whilst  writing  the  above  I  have  just  heard  that 
Mr.  Parsons  has  taken  some  of  these  fish,  total 
weight  361b.  They  were  seen  by  two  thorough 
good  flshermen.  and  were  pronounced  as  being  in 
verv  good  condition,  and  full  of  spawn. — William 
Heaeder. 

Severn,  Vsrrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— There  is  still  a  keen  wind  from  the  north- 
west and  the  summits  of  all  the  higher  Welsh  moun- 
tains in  that  direction  are  yet  covered  with  snow, 
and  which,  in  the  absence  of  frost  at  nights,  melts' 
slowly  throughout  the  day ;  so  that  all  these  streams 
have  still  a  tinge  of  snow  water  about  them, 
although  they  are,  at  the  present  time,  not  much 
above  the  average  level  for  the  time  of  the  year. 
Not  many  trout  have  yet  been  taken  from 
any  of  these  rivers,  excepting  some  three  or  four 
from  the  Tanat  and  a  few  from  the  Cain,  and  which 
were  in  fair  condition  so  early  in  the  season.  Of 
late  there  has  been  but  a  very  few  favourable  days 
for  grayling  fishing,  but  what  few  are  taken  are  yet 
in  good  condition.  Some  fair-sized  pike  have 
recently  been  taken  in  the  Vymwy  below  Llansant- 
ffraid,  and  also  a  few  from  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canal,  near  Llanymynech.  Very  few  salmon  have 
yet  been  captured  in  this  portion  of  the  Severn  or 
any  of  its  tributaries. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). —The  river  is  in  splendid 
colour  and  stream  for  the  last  few  days  of  the 
season.  Several  anglers  were  out  on  March  8,  and 
most  of  them  had  a  few  fish,  mostly  roach,  Mr.  H. 
Haines,  of  the  Spread  Eagle  Analing  Society,  having 
about  71b.  of  nice  fish.  Messrs.  Anderson  and 
Staples  are  also  having  fair  sport,  they  having  had 
several  roach  up  to  lib.  in  weight.  Mr.  E.  J.  Leap- 
hard,  of  the  French  Horn,  Lambeth  Walk,  on 
March  11  had  several  nice  roach,  while  another 
angler  had  fish  up  to  lib.  lOoz.  in  weight.  The 
water  for  either  roach  or  pike  fishing  is  in  excellent 
order.  Gentles  or  paste  should  be  best  for  roach, 
and  live  baiting  for  pike.— W.  T.  Bainbeidge. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Cbichester 
Canal. — There  has  been  but  shght  improvement  in 
the  weather.  Fine  on  Sunday  and  on  Wednesday ; 
the  remainder  of  the  week  has  been  wet  and  cold. 
There  is  but  little  improvement  in  the  rivers,  and 
we  may  as  well  take  the  season  as  closed  so  far  as 
coarse  fishing  is  concerned.  In  some  of  the  club 
waters  an  extension  is  given  ioi  reaching.  The 
Brighton  Anglers'  Association  and  the  Sussex 
Piscatorials  hold  private  waters  where  sport  among 
all  classes  of  fish  in  their  season  may  be  indulged 
in.  Smelt  fishing  in  the  harbours  will  soon  be 
available.  A  most  enjoyable  outing  may  be  had 
among  these  free-feeding,  toothsome  delicacies. 
Baits  (ragworm)  can  be  procured  at  the  water-side, 
or  enough  for  a  few  hours'  fishing  for  a  few  pence 
— G.  F.  Salter. 

Tamar  Lake  (near  Bnde,  Cornwall).- Five 
hundred  well-grown  Loch  Leven  trout,  from  Mr. 
Tracy's  Exe  Valley  Fishery,  Dulverton,  were  turned 
in  here  on  Monday  last.  Fifty  rainbows  from  the 
same  source  were  put  in  a  sheet  of  water  near  the 
lake  for  observation  purposes  as  to  progress  in 
growth,  etc.  Very  liberal  arrangements  have  been 
entered  into  for  maintaining  the  water  at  its  present 
high  angling  standard  during  each  season  it  may  be 
open  to  the  public.  Of  the  five  hundred  and 
fifty  trout  mentioned  above,  only  one  fish  had  died 
in  transit.    Fishing  commences  on  March  1 6. — Coot. 

Taw  (KT.  Devon) — Rivers  still  too  high  for  fishing 
(March  10) ;  will  take  two  or  three  days  before  any 
chance  of  good  sport. — Rusty  Game, 
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Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  con- 
tinues to  run  high  and  coloured,  and  quite  out  of 
order  for  fly  fishing,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
anglers.  The  weather  has  been  very  changeable 
nice  fine  days  with  sun  shining,  followed  at  night 
by  heavy  ram,  which  has  kept  the  river  muddy  and 
high.  The  water  is  slowly  going  down,  but  the 
outlook  is  not  promising,  as  rain  threatens.  Fly 
fishing  has  been  quite  at  a  standstill,  and  if  the 
weather  had  only  kept  fine  at  night-time  there 
would  have  been  some  fly  fishing  before  this.  A 
good  few  anglers  have  been  out  this  week  and  have 
used  the  worm;  trout  appear  to  be  well  on  the 
feed,  and  some  very  nice- sized  fish  have  been 
landed. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).— The  weather  in  this  district  has 

not  been  so  bad  as  the  previous  week,  but  still  a 
good  drop  of  rain  has  been  had.  which  has  kept  the 
rivers  up  high  and  coloured  and  quite  out  of  order 
for  fly-fishing;  it  will  be  some  days  before  they 
get  into  order  again.  It  is  going  down  and  clearing 
slowly,  and  is  in  order  for  bottom  fishing  with 
worm.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk;  a  few  rods 
have  ventured  out  and  have  taken  a  few  trout  with 
worm.  The  fish  were  in  very  fair  condition,  and 
with  warmer  weather  good   sport  should  be  had 

with  fly  next  week,  and  some  good  trout  landed.  

Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — There  is  little  to  report  from  the  Tyne  in 
the  way  of  salmon-fishing.  The  nets  are  having  a 
bad  time  of  it;  the  Prudhoe  net  up  to  last  Saturday 
had  drawn  blank,  which  is  to  me  an  indication  of 
few  salmon  up.  Fishing  in  the  course  of  another 
month  will  be  much  improved.  Trout-fishing  in 
the  Tyne  opens  on  March  22.  In  the  Coquet  a  few 
fish  have  been  got  during  the  pust  week.  I  am  told, 
two  salmon,  one  of  151b.  and  one  of  18|lb.  I  know 
there  are  plenty  of  kelts  in  the  river.  The  trout- 
fishing  has  been  quiet.  I  have  only  heard  of  two 
baskets,  of  eight  and  fifteen  fish,  which  were  in 
good  condition.  The  Wansbeck  is  in  good  trim 
for  fishing,  and  on  the  various  stretches  nice  baskets 
of  fish  have  been  killed. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  87,  Grey-street,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Witham,  etc.   (Mid   and   North   Lines)  - 

Heavy  gales  and  cold  atmosphere  have  mitigated 
sport  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Witham.  The 
river  has  had  a  substantial  rise,  and  in  sp  te  of  all 
this  anglers  mustered  in  the  Bardney  district ;  but 
success  only  fell  to  a  few.  Those  who  stuck  to  it 
by  the  help  of  dew  worms  occasionally  made  a  good 
show,  especially  with  regard  to  specimen  roach, 
the  best  coming  from  near  the  bridge,  and  scaling 
IJIb.  each.  Heavy  baskets  were  at  a  discount. 
Some  good  sport  fell  to  a  few  anglers  on  the  Sincil 
Dyke,  which  is  always  worth  visiting  when  the 
river  is  in  flood.  Some  decent  baskets  are  reported 
from  Branston-Delph,  and  also  from  near  Five  Mile 
House  station.  On  the  whole,  however,  they  have 
got  but  a  poor  reward  for  their  efforts.  A  few 
perch  are  reported,  but  pike-fishing  has  been  at  a 
standstill.  There  has  been  a  little  sport  in  the 
Boston  Basin,  but  the  drains  are  being  pretty 
generally  neglected. — Luci. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  last  report  up  to  writing  we 
have  experienced  mild  and  springlike  weather.  All 
the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been  running  in  very  nice 
trim.  There  has  been  frost  dm-ing  the  night,  but  in 
the  daytime  the  sun  has  shone  with  brilliancy,  which 
has  rendered  fishing  very  pleasant.  Some  fine  catches 
of  pike  and  coarse  fish  have  been  made  ;  in  some  in- 
stances fins  specimen  fish  have  been  caught.  In  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  there  has  been  nothing 
done  except  restocking  waters  with  young  trout.  On 
the  lower  reaches  in  the  district  of  Pool,  Harewood, 
Collingham,  and  Boston  Spa  some  nice  sport  has 
been  met  with  the  pike.  On  Saturday  several  rods 
were  out  in  the  Harewood  and  Collingham  lengths ; 
one  or  two  baskets  of  grayling,  roach,  and  dace  were 
made,  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill  had  a  nice  catch,  his 
basket  containing  about  one  and  a  half  dozen  nice 
grayling,  caught  with  the  little  red  worm.  Lower 
down  at  Boston  Spa,  Newton  Kyme,  and  Tadcaster, 
the  pike  being  on  the  run,  some  nice  baskets  have 
been  made.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  J.  H.  Bayley, 
secretary  of  Holbeck  Football  Club,  found  them 
feeding  well.  For  a  couple  of  hours  in  the  morning 
he  succeeded  in  taking  seven  fish  weighing  close 
upon  401b.  The  same  day,  Mr.  J.  Grassham  landed 
six  pike,  also  Mr.  W.  Grassham  two  pike,  the  fish 
taking  the  live  bait.  In  the  Tadcaster  and  Ulles- 
kelf  length,  a  few  pike  have  been  taken  with  the 
natural  bait  spun.  Mr.  A.  Coley  landed  three 
very  nice  fish.  A  few  anglers  have  visited 
Ulleskelf  ;  sport  has  greatly  improved  in 
this  district.  Mr.  Joby,  of  Castleford,  had  a 
nice  mixed  basket  of  chub  and  roach,  including  a 
nice  chub  weighing  3^1b.  The  Yore  has  been  in 
excellent  trim  for  pike  and  grayling  fishing,  and 
some  sport  has  been  met  with  in  the  district  of 
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Ripon  and  Boroughbridge.  Mr.  J.  Dobbie  had 
four  pike  one  day  with  hve  bait ;  Mr.  Hodgson, 
fishing  the  Skell  below  Ripon,  had  a  nice  basket  of 
grayling  weighing  4Jlb.  At  Boroughbridge  pike 
have  been  running  freely,  and  several  nice  fish 
have  been  landed.  Several  rodsters  were  out : 
sport  has  been  good.  On  Saturday  Mr.  J. 
Bury  secured  a  fire  specimen  pike,  weighing 
191b.  2Joz. — being  a  hen  fish  was  full  of  spawn,  but 
nevertheless  in  very  fine  condition — which  has  been 
sent  to  London  for  preservation.  I  may  state  the 
same  angler  secured  a  fine  one  last  December, 
weighing  close  upon  18Jlb.  Mr.  G.  W.  Prest,  of  the 
Primrose  Angling  Club,  Leeds,  also  caught  a  very 
nice  pike,  weighing  141b.  2oz.  Mr.  T.  Cartman  had 
nice  sport,  securing  three  pike ;  and  Mr.  M.  Hundley 
had  also  one  pike.  The  river  Nidd  has  been 
running  in  fair  trim  but  nothing  much  doing,  all 
anglers  waiting  until  the  opening  of  the  trout 
season.  The  river  Swale  has  been  running  high  but 
clear.  Beyond  a  little  grayling,  dace,  and  roach 
fishing  in  the  district  of  Catterick  and  Bolton-on- 
Swale,  nothing  has  been  attempted  in  the  way  of 
angling  beyond  Morton,  except  in  the  district  of 
Topcliffe  and  Brafferton,  where  pike  have  been 
taken  with  live  bait.  The  Derwent  has  been 
visited  by  a  fair  number  of  rods  at  Yeddingham, 
Hesslington,  Malton  and  Stamford  Bridge.  At  the 
fii'st-named  place,  also  at  Hesslington,  some  nice 
baskets  of  fish  have  been  caught.  Last  week-end 
Messrs.  Kelly  and  Slater  secured  a  nice  basket  of 
mixed  fish,  containing  about  thirty  dace  and  the 
rest  roach,  all  caught  with  the  little  red  worm, 
^t  Malton  and  Castle  Howard  some  fine  baskets 
of  chub  and  roach  have  been  caught.  A  York 
angler  secured  a  mixed  basket  of  fish,  including 
a  nice  chub,  weighing  4Jlb.  Prospects  for  the 
coming  trout  season  promise  to  open  well  on 
Monday  (March  16).  On  most  waters  the  fish  are 
in  grand  condition  and  rising  to  the  fly.  I  have 
seen  a  few  flies  on  in  the  shape  of  Olive  and  Dark 
B'oa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  also  Early  Browns.  There 
will  be  no  general  hatch  until  the  warm  spring 
showers  come,  and  the  best  flies  the  early  fisherman 
can  try  are  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Carter  Piatt's 
Copper,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Snipe  Bloa,  Early  Brown, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Spring  Black  and  Blue  Hawk,  and 
be  sure  you  get  the  correct  feather  in  the  last  fly,  as 
this  is  getting  scarcer  every  year. — John  E.  Milleb, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk. — On  March  7  Mr.  Victor  Dyer  had  a 
nice  salmon  of  121b.,  in  the  Willow  Pool,  after  a  fine 
run.  On  March  5  Mr.  Charles  Stephenson  had  a 
grilse  in  the  same  pool. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Both  Esk  and  Liddle 
have  been  running  in  flood  for  some  considerable 
time  Rain  has  fallen  copiously,  varied  by  snow- 
storms, consequently  fly-fishing,  excepting  at  rare 
intervals,  has  been  imposisible.  A  few  salmon  have 
been  caught  in  the  nets  of  the  Solway  since  the 
netting  season  opened  on  Feb.  25.  The  poke  nets 
have  had  several  nice  spring  salmon  on  Annan 
Sandrig.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  stake  nets 
w-hich  are  not  all  set  yet.  It  may  be  useful  informa- 
tion to  intending  visitors  to  the  above  rivers  to 
mention  that  all  the  waters  of  the  Association  open 
on  March  15,  and  that  bait-fishing  commences  on 
May  1  in  Esk  and  Liddle  and  in  the  various 
tributaries  on  June  1. — Gilnockie. 

Dee.— Very  little  sport  has  been  got  for  the  past 
two  weeks.  In  fact,  there  was  absolutely  nothing 
to  report  last  week,  and  no  report  was  sent.  Be- 
tween wind,  weather,  and  water,  the  fish  have  been 
constantly  on  the  move,  and  those  in  the  river 
running  inland,  while  those  on  the  coast  have  been 
driven  off  for  the  time  being.  With  the  better  and 
more  settled  conditions  matters  are  now  rectifying 
themselves,  and  sport  will  be  rife  again  in  a  day  or 
two,  especially  in  the  upper  waters.  On  the  Braemar 
waters  Mcintosh  (gillie)  had  a  fish  of  121b.  On  the 
Balmoral  section  a  few  fish  have  also  been  got,  and 
this  reach  will  be  in  capital  ply  by  the  time  the 
Prince  of  Wales  comes  North  (about  March  22). 
On  the  Glentana  waters  fish  have  been  scare  all  the 
season  through.  Mr.  Clive,  on  the  hotel  water, 
Aboyne,  had  seven  for  the  week,  scaling  from  71b 
to  141b.;  while  Mr.  Busby  had  two  of  61b.  and  71b.  '• 
Major  Stiren,  one,  81b.;  Dr.  Dixey,  two,  51b.,  61b' 
and  Mr.  C.  O.  Hall,  four,  scaling  from  61b.  to  91b' 


Trout  flies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready  Best 
iliiality  only,  on  fine  gut.  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen 
Double  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  23.  per  dozen  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material— win^s 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Pai'cels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
reiiuirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skhis 
Large  stock  of  Biue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  iiualitv 
2d.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  id.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair 
casts.  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc— J.  E.  MrLLBR 
(telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
stireet,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :"  Piscator,  Leeds.' 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cresswell  and  Mr.  Davies  will  fish  the 
Glentana  waters  for  the  next  few  weeks.  On  the 
Dee  tidals  anglers  are  again  beginning  to  pick  up 
the  thread  of  the  season,  and  are  getting  from  two 
to  a  dozen  finnock  per  tide.  On  the  Don  the  fish 
are  literally  swarming  in  the  upper  waters  above 
Inverurie.  On  the  Ythan  fairly  good  sport  is  being 
got.  but  too  many  kelts  to  be  pleasant.  On  the 
Ugie  a  few  fish  are  being  landed,  but  not  many 
compared  with  former  years.  The  brown  trout 
season  on  the  Don,  Deveron,  and  earlier  streams 
is  now  on. — G.  M. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — With  the  experience  of 
more  favourable  weather,  net  and  rod  fishing  on  the 
river  Deveron  has  shown  signs  of  improvement ;  since 
the  opening  of  the  season  there  has  been  very  few 
anglers  on  the  different  reaches,  and  most  of  them 
have  been  the  keepers.  On  the  upper  waters  the 
pools  are  well  stocked,  but  the  volume  of  water  is 
somewhat  discoloured  by  the  snow  bree  from  the 
hills,  and  more  fish  would  be  got  were  the  river  in 
better  condition.  In  the  middle  sections  the  river 
is  in  good  ply,  and  a  number  of  excellent  salmon 
have  been  landed.  On  the  lower  beats  as  yet  very 
little  has  been  done  at  the  rod  fishing.  On  the  Mar- 
noch  Lodge  water  (Mr.  Porter)  a  number  of  fish  have 
been  killed  this  season  ;  the  keeper  at  Avochie,  Mr. 
Farquharson,  last  Saturday,  had  a  salmon  of  71b. ;  Mr. 
Milne  (keeper  at  Rothiemay)  last  week  had  several 
fish  of  an  average  of  61b.  ;  on  the  Mayne  water  the 
keeper  had  a  couple  sf  61b.  and  71b.  respectively  ; 
and  the  keeper  at  Ardmiddle  had  also  good  sport. 
On  Saturday  (March  7)  Mr.  Farquharson,  keeper 
at  Avochie,  caught  a  marked  salmon  weighing  6 Jib. 
The  plate  was  marked  "  6628a."  The  fish  was  a  kelt, 
and  it  was  returned  to  the  water  without  taking  off 
the  plate.  Compared  with  the  first  month  of  last 
season,  the  net  salmon  fishings  on  the  river  since 
the  opening  this  year  are  far  in  advance. — H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  Monde  y,  March  2,  Mr. 
R.  Kennedy  killed  a  fresh-run  salmon  weighing  7J'b. 
On  March  3  Major  McAndrew,  Inverness,  landed 
one  of  lOlb.,  and  on  March  7  Rev.  Father  M'Innis, 
Strath-Errick,  had  one  of  8|lb. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— On  March  6  on 
the  reserve  water.  Macdiarmid  (keeper)  killed  a 
salmon  of  181b.  On  the  hotel  water,  on  March  7, 
Mr.  McKingie  killed  a  salmon  of  251b. ;  and  on 
March  10  one  of  201b.  Loch  in  good  ply. — W. 
Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Eillin  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel,  on  March  5,  Mr.  G.  Norris,  Millwood,  landed 
two  salmon  of  161b.  and  171b.  ;  Mrs.  E.  M.  Midwood, 
one  of  141b.;  and  Mr.  Harold  Agnew.  i  ne  of  151b. 
On  the  0th,  Mrs.  Harold  Agnew,  one  of  191b.  On 
the  9th,  Commander  Elton,  R.N.,  one  of  191b.  On 
the  10th,  Mr.  H.  Evans  Broad,  one  of  241b.— H.  J. 
Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall). — On  Fortingall  Hotel  water, 
on  March  11,  Mr.  Campbe  1.  Richmond,  had  two 
salmon,  of  2.31b.  and  181b. — R.  Stewart. 

South-West  of  Scotland. — For  three  days  of 
last  week-end  these  rivers  were  in  order  for  minnow 
and  fly,  the  only  fishable  days  since  the  opening 
last  month.  Heavy  rsiin  fell  again  on  Sunday  night 
and  there  was  a  further  downpour  on  Monday, 
which  caused  the  river  to  come  into  flood  again  on 
Tuesdaj'.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Annan  on 
Thursday  (March  5;  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  killed  a 
spring  salmon  of  91b.,  and  he  landed  a  much  larger 
one  during  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  in  the 
Brewery  pool.  Both  salmon  were  taken  with  the 
Devon  minnow.  On  March  7  Mr.  Loudon  had  a 
Loch  Leven  trout  below  the  Glasgow  and  South 
Western  Railway  -  bridge.  This  trout  weighed 
between  31b.  and  41b.,  and  was  caught  with  the 
Devon  minnow.  A  few  years  ago  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Craigielands,  near  Moffat,  placed  some  fry  of  this 
trout  in  the  higher  Annan,  and  probably  the  one 
caught  was  one  of  those  placed  in  the  river.  In 
the  Fovu-  Town  water  an  angler  has  had  two  salmon 
since  the  opening.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  waters 
were  in  fair  order,  but  nothing  was  done.  In  the 
Dumfries  Nith  a  goodly  number  of  salmon  kelts 
have  yet  to  go  down  to  the  sea.  A  few  rods 
have  been  out  trout  fishing,  and  a  number  have 
been  caught.  There  was  a  rise  of  the  IMarch  Brown 
fly  on  Wednesday  (March  11),  and  trout  were  mad 
of  the  rise  during  the  afternoon.  In  the  Galloway 
district  there  are  no  reports  of  any  sport  this  week. 
The  rivers  were  in  flood  on  Tuesday  (March  10) ' 
with  the  excessive  rainfall  on  Monday  (March  9). 
Sport  has  hardly  commenced  on  the  Ayrshire  rivers. 
In  the  Solway  a  number  of  nice  spring  salmon  have 
been  caught  in  the  nets  close  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Annan. — Heathebbell. 

Tay. — Tay  during  the  past  week  has  consider- 
ably improved,  and  has  to-day  (Wednesday)  come 
into  fine  ply.  In  the  latter  part  of  last  week  it  was 
running  somewhat  high,  but,  notwithstanding,  some 
very  fau-  sport  was  got.  Three  of  the  principal 
beats,  rented  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  have  not 


been  fished  this  season  yet,  namely,  Meikleour, 
Islamouth,  and  Carpill,  but  it  is  expected  his  Grace 
will  be  on  the  river  next  week.  Mr.  J.  Henry 
Douglas,  of  Dumfries,  fishing  from  Stanley  Hotel,  on 
upper  and  lower  Stanley  beats,  during  the  week, 
landed  in  all  ten  fish  weighing  1781b.,  namely,  one 
of  161b.  on  4th  inst.  ;  two  of  211b.  and  18!b.  on  5th 
inst.  ;  four  of  251h.,  221b.,  181b.  and  181b.  on  7th 
inst.  ;  and  three  of  241b.,  81b.  and  81b.  on  9th  inst. 
The  boatman  fishing  upper  and  lower  Battleby 
beats,  during  the  week,  for  Mr.  Archibald  Coats, 
was  also  very  successful  with  nine  fish,  weighing 
1721b.,  namely,  three  fish  of  191b.,  181b.  and  lOlb. 
on  4th  inst.  ;  one  of  201b.  on  6th  inst.  ;  one 
of  211b.  on  7th  inst.  ;  two  of  201b.  and  211b.  on 
9th  inst.,  and  two  of  221b.  and  211b.  on  llth 
inst.  Capt.  Montague  Macdonald,  fishing  on  Burn^ 
mouth  water,  on  9th  inst,,  landed  one  salmon  of 
16lb.  Fishing  Delvine  water,  on  6th  inst.,  Mr. 
Romanes,  Edinburgh,  killed  two  salmon  of  181b 
and  161b.  Ttie  boatmen,  fishing  Murthly  Castle 
water,  on  2nd  inst.,  killed  one  salmon  of  221b..  and 
on  7th  inst.  another  of  191b.  River  Tujimel. — 
Mr.  Hugh  Mitchell,  Pitlochry  fishing  on  the  river 
Tummel,  on  6th  inst.,  landed  two  fine  salmon  of 
241b.  and  121b. ;  and  Mr.  James  McLauchlan,  fishing 
on  the  Fisher's  Hotel  beat,  on  6th  inst.,  landed  one 
salmon  of  161b. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  succession  of  floods  continues  as  before.  On 
Monday  night  (March  9)  there  was  a  rise  of  five  feet. 
This  put  an  end  to  salmon  anglers,  but  it  gave  an 
impetus  to  the  trout-fishers,  who,  according  to  all 
accounts,  have  again  been  doing  great  execution  in 
the  discoloured  state  of  the  rivers.  Trout  are  not 
rising  to  the  fly,  and  bait  is  the  only  successful  lure. 
On  the  Tweed  on  March  9,  Mr.  Jas.  Hogg  had  121b. ; 
Mr.  Stewart,  101b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Aitchison,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
Henderson,  41b.  On  the  Eden  on  March  10  Mr.  J. 
Hogg,  161b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Thompson.  91b.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Melrose,  91b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Robertson,  91b. ;  Mr. 
E.  Fairbairn,  81b.;  Mr.  E.  G.  Bonde,  91b.; 
Mr.  R.  Aitken,  61b.  On  the  Teviot  on  the  llth, 
Mr.  R.  Hogarth  had  91b  ;  Mr.  R.  Affleck,  121b. 
On  the  Carham  water.  Miss  Nancy  Perkins,  on  the 
9th,  had  one  salmon  of  161b.;  on  the  10th.  Mr. 
Perkins  had  two  of  101b.  each.  On  Floors  upper, 
on  the  llth,  Mr.  Stewart  had  one  of  16lb.  and  one 
of  81b. — -Uaxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.  —  The  streams  in  this 
district  are  in  first-class  order  for  fly-fishing.  In 
the  past  week  some  good  bags  were  made  on  the 
Ballynahinch.  March  5,  Mr.  W.  M.  Stay  had  four 
trout,  61b.,  and  Mr.  E.  Hunter,  six  trout,  101b. ; 
March  7,  Mr.  W.  Hunter,  two  trout,  Mr.  S.  G. 
Taylor,  six  trout,  Mr.  Charles  Littlewood,  ten  trout, 
Mr.  A.  Orr,  four  trout,  Mr.  S.  M.  Dowell,  two  trout, 
Mr.  J.  Thompson,  four  trout,  Mr.  H.  M' Dowell, 
eight  trout,  Mr.  J.  A.  Barlowe,  one  trout,  21b.  loz. ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Heaney,  two  trout,  21b.  On  March  10, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead  creeled  eight  trout  and  Mr. 
J.  Murray  five  trout.  The  Clough  also  fished 
well.  On  March  6  Mr.  A.  J.  Collins  creeled  nine- 
teen trout  and  twenty-three  the  following  day, 
and  same  day  Mr.  Fullerton  had  eight  fish.  On  the 
Comber,  March  7,  Mr.  W.  Sanders  and  Mr.  W. 
Brown  had  eight  and  five  trout  each.  Not  much 
was  done  on  the  Dams  at  Marsh  alls  town,  Mr.  A. 
Meenan,  J. P.,  creeled  five  trout,  and  Mr.  J.  D. 
Kirke  had  a  brace.  The  weather  is  bright  and 
chilly.— J.  A.  B. 

Black'water  (co.  Cork). — River  still  continues  in 
very  flooded  state.  Little  or  no  sport  has  been  had 
during  the  past  week. — W.  H.^ynes  .4ND  Son. 

Boyne  (Navan). — The  river  has  been  in  flood  for 
the  past  fortnight,  and  is  still  too  high  for  much 
sport,  but  as  the  water  is  now  a  good  colour  a  few 
fish  have  been  got  within  the  past  day  or  two.  On 
Stackallen,  two  fish,  of  231b.  and  201b.,  were  taken 
by  Mr.  McNamara  ;  on  Ardmulchan,  the  fisherman 
had  one  of  221b ;  on  Lower  Black  Castle,  the  fisher- 
man had  one  of  201b.,  and  on  Upper  Black  Castle 
Mr.  Francis  Ley  had  two,  of  241b.  and  221b.  The 
weather  is  somewhat  unsettled,  and  the  fish  are  still 
more  intent  on  travelling  than  settling  down. — 
Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal). — Stormy  wet 
weather  continued  tluring  the  past  week,  and  the 
river  is  still  running  very  high  and  di-coloured.  T. 
Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  two  fiesh  run  salmon  of  81b. 
and  151b.  on  March  6  and  10.  At  time  of  writing 
the  weather  is  fine  and  the  river  will  now  soon  be 
in  fishing  order.  On  Lough  Melvin  an  angler  caught 
a  fresh  run  salmon  of  101b.  on  March  6,  and  several 
trout,  trolling  with  natural  bait.  Should  this  fine 
weather  now  continue  angling  for  salmon  and  trout 
will  be  in  full  swing  on  Lough  Melvin  at  once. 
Trout  fishing  began  on  the  River  Erne  on  March  1, 
and  some  nice  trout  have  already  been  taken. — M. 
RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork). — Sport  during  the  week  has  been 
good.    River  in  nice  fishing  order.    On  Williams 
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water,  R.  Barry  got  four  salmon.  61b.,  nib  101b 
and  201b.;  R.  Ashe,  one,  131b.;  and  Chas.  Ashe,' 
one,  131b.  On  Lord  Bandon's  water,  Colonel  Trot 
man,  two,  7|lb.  and  17 Jib.  On  Ashton,  W  T 
Crawshay,  two,  61b.  and  8^1  b. ;  and  A.  Bowring 
one,  7Jlb.  On  Oak  Grove  and  Warrenscourt,  G.  M 
Jf/ff'r^*'^'''  ^'^'^  201b.     On  Nettleville.  H 

We  ch  Thornton,  six,  71b.,  91b.,  91b.,  91b..  101b.,  and 
lOJlb.  ;  O.   Llewellyn,  two,  eilb.  and  7*1  b.  ;  and 
Robert  Nettles,  three,  71b..  7^1b.,  and  81b.  On 
Lord  Ardilaune's,  J.  B  Massy,  wx,  81b.,  91b  111b 
lUlb.,  131b.,  and  261b.  On  Nadrid,  Major  Gubbins' 
two,   91b.  each.     On  Carhue,  Deputy  Inspecior' 
General  FitzGerald,  R.N.,  one.  151b.    On  Rooves 
M.  Lyon?,  three,  91b..  101b.,  and  101b.    On  Classas! 
J^.  M.  Leader,  111b.     On  Fargus,  General  Dash- 
wood   three,  91b.,  lOJlb.,  and  111b.;  and  Captain 
Rushbrooke,  one,  91b.    On  Cronody,  Major  Barton, 
one,   91b.     On  Innisluiga,  Major  Adamson  two 
On  Clashaueur,  J.  O'Brien,  four,  81b.,  101b.,  lOilb 
and  1 21b.    On  the  Powdermill  stream,  R  Duns- 
combe,  four,  101b.,   111b.,    lUb.,   and   201b.;  H 
Vaughan  Clark,  two,  91b.  and  101b.  ;  and  S.  Haynes 
one,  101b     On  Ardrum.  Rev.  R.  Wells,  one,  7AIb' 
At  Canigrohane.   J.    O'Donnell,   one,    101b  •  J 
McAuliEf  one,  101b. ;  R.  Murphy,  one,  91b.  ;  and 
M.  Murphy,  one,  IQlb.— W.  Haynes  &  Son 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry)  — 
Heavy  rams  continue  to  fall  nearly  every  day  with 
more  or  less  persistency,  and  Lough  Currane  has 
risen  a  great  deal,  so  it  is  now  far  too  high  to  give 
much  chances  of  sport.  It  is  still  rising  at  time  of 
writing,  and  no  wonder,  for  each  mountain  streamlet 
flowing  into  It  IS  now  swollen  to  quite  a  river,  and 
the  rivers  Cummeragh  and  Coppal  aie  daily  pouring 
into  the  lake  an  abnormally  large  supply.  Only 
two  salmon  have  been  had  since  last  report— namely 
one  of  lO^lb.  by  James  T.  Leary,  and  one  of  121b' 
by  Meaghter  Healy.  Salmon  have  been  arriving 
recently  m  average  numbers  for  the  month.— 

Lougrlis  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Not- 
withstanding the  unsettled  weather  of  the  past 
week  fishing  has  been  excellent  on  Lough  Mask, 
ur.  Jr-elly  has  made  good  baskets  of  trout  daily, 
largest  take  six  trout  on  March  9,  weighing  171b 
Mr  Isaac  caught  the  largest  trout  of  the  week, 
6^1b.— J.  A.  J.  ' 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone)  

bince  the  river  cleared  after  the  terrible  floods, 
trout  have  been  noticed  rising  steadily  over  most 
ot  the  best  pools  and  runs,  and  it  is  believed  that 
there  is  no  decrease  in  the  stock  in  the  reaches 
about  here.  The  opening  month,  April,  and  the 
lollowing  one  are  considered  the  best  for  trouting. 

n  {^^^"^'■y  Company's  waters  and  the  hotel  waters 
wiU  be  fished  under  the  same  conditions  as  last 
season. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina).— Weather  looks  a  bit  settled 
to-day  (March  10),  but  water  very  high  and  dirty; 
It  will  take  a  week  to  clear.  Some  nice  spring  fish 
got  in  the  weirs  last  week,  but  no  rods  fishing  for 
salmon.  There  were  a  few  trout  anglers,  but  very 
httle  sport  owing  to  the  weather  being  bad.  The 
lake  IS  very  high  yet,  but  there  is  a  lot  of  spring 
nsh  m  It. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Louffhs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — We  have  had  fine  weather  here  for  the 
past  few  days,  and  the  river  is  getting  into  good 
order  for  the  fly.  Several  kelts  were  landed.  Both 
loughs  are  very  high.  Some  fine  salmon  are  being 
got  daily  at  the  salmon  weirs,  largest  291b.  Should 
the  weather  keep  fine  good  sport  is  sure  to  follow 
— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— During  the  past  few 
days  the  river  has  fallen,  and  should  the  rate  of 
decrease  continue,  there  will  be  prospects  of  sport 
by  the  end  of  the  week.  On  Doonass  Mr.  S.  C. 
Vansittart  killed  one  salmon,  201b.— J.  Enright 
&  Son. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
Veytaux.— March  8. — Afl  the  trout  fishing  in  this 
part  of  Switzerland  is  now  open,  both  of  Cantons 
Vaud  and  Valais,  and  the  Stockalper  Club  permis- 
sions again  this  year  commenced  on  March  1  in- 
stead of  March  15.  This  club  has  made  a  further 
concession  in  consequence  of  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  water  having  become  temporarily  useless  owing 
to  last  June's  destructive  floods  ;  the  cost  of  tickets 
has  been  reduced  from  thirty  to  fifteen  francs.  I 
have  visited  several  of  the  waters  during  the  late 
run  of  fine  weather,  but  found  it  as  yet  too  early  to 
hope  for  sport.  In  the  Vaudois  Canal  the  water 
was  in  nice  order  with  a  few  duns  and  uprights  on 
the  wing,  but  no  fish  visible.  In  the  little  stream 
called  Les  Bains  the  water  was  low  and  br>;;lit,  and 
there  were  many  small  trout  "midging,"  one  of 
which  was  stalked  and  secured.  The  little  chap  was 
in  fair  condition,  flesh  pink  and  firm.  The  Eau 
Froid,  low  and  clear,  was  drawn  blank.  Armed  with 
my  new  permit  I  meant  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  upper 
Stockalper  to-morrow,  but  to-day  it  is  snowing  too 
iieavily  to  expect  that  the  trip  will  be  worth  making. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Expected  information  from  the  Grange  fishery  near 
Sierre  has  not  come  to  hand  as  yet,  so  that  on  the 
the  whole  there  is  little  of  piscatorial  interest  to 
report. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal.-Since  the  wild  and  unsettled  weather 
some  decent  takes  of  good  codling  have  been 
»7  J  Yesterday  evening  (March  10)  and  early 
on  Wednesday  mo  ning  (March  11)  boats'  takes 
ranged  from  six  to  thirty-six  good  fish  The 
weather  at  time  of  writing  is  delightful,  fine  warm 
and  water  smooth. — Edwd.  Hanger. 

Plymouth.— The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled 
during  the  week,  and  very  few  fishermen  have  been 
out.  Those  that  have  braved  the  weather  have  had 
some  good  baskets  of  bass.  Pollack  have  not  been 
so  plentiful,  and  the  weather  has  not  been  suitable 
tor  the  whiting  boats  to  get  out  to  their  grounds 
consequently  our  supply  of  fish  has  been  very 
limited.— W.  Heakder  (B.S.A  S.). 

Ramsgate.— The  weather  has  improved  this  week 
and  some  fair  takes  of  codling  have  been  had  both 
trom  boats  and  from  the  piers.  The  pollack  also 
have  put  in  an  appearance,  Mr.  Birkett  having  taken 
several  nice  little  lots  of  ten  to  fifteen  fish,  though 
nothing  of  much  over  a  pound.  Last  week  a  very 
fane  specimen  of  the  angler  fish  was  brought  in  by 
one  of  the  trawlers,  and  on  being  opened  was  found 
to  contain  over  a  score  of  dog-fish;  times  had 
evidently  been  hard  with  him.  Weather,  fine  pros- 
pects more  h  •peful.— Grey  Mullet. 

Walmer.— On  the  whole  the  weather  of  the  past 
week  has  been  a  distinct  improvement  on  that  of 
Its  predecessor.  Sport  has  been,  and  continues 
excel.ent  Capital  bags  of  codling  have  been 
landed.  I  saw  on  Wednesday  one  catch  of  thirty- 
seven  nice  fish— no  bad  take  for  one  fisherman  on 
one  tide  at  this  time  of  year.  The  weather  is 
apparently  more  settled,  and  the  wind  is  in  a 
quarter  favourable  for  sport.  Night  fishing  con- 
tinues to  be  the  most  successful.  The  best  places 
are  pretty  well  down  towards  St.  Margaret's  or 
abreast  of  liingsdown.  Good  sport  has,  however 
been  obtained  on  the  rocky  patch  off  Deal  Castle  — 
Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S  ) 


Associations 

(Speclal  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  March  16,  at  8.30  p.m.— R  G 
Woodruff. 


185 

Brownii,  and  was  worked  with  the  same  materials 
as  the  imitation  first  mentioned.  For  the  out- 
stretched wmgs  of  two  huge  butterfiios  the 
pectoral  fins  ot  a  4Jlb.  trout  and  a  21b.  grayling 
respectively  were  used.  Crawlmg  up  a  brilliantly 
coloured  leaf  (the  dorsal  fin  of  a  grayling)  was  "a 
caterpillar  most  natural  in  appearance  made  of 
about  two  inches  of  the  vertebr.-o  of  Thymallua. 
Unt  the  pieze  de  ri'siHtance  was  undoubtedly  a 
fave-petalled  flower  at  the  bottom  of  th  ^  picture 
i^or  the  petals  five  sets  of  teeth  from  the  same 
number  of  big  dace  were  employed,  the  anthers 
being  mites  of  the  backbone  of  the  same  fish 
Various  grasses,  harmonising  in  colour  with  the 
whole,  were  tastefully  interspersed,  adding  to  the 
attractiveness  of  the  exhibit.  All  the  materials 
(grasses  excepted)  forming  the  novel  picture 
came  from  trout,  grayling,  and  dace  caught  by 
the  vice-president  himself  on  the  Kennet,  Itchen 
and  Colne.— Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBtTRY  Angling  Society- 
Mi-.  W.  T.  Attwood  presided  over  our  weekly 
meeting  on  March    11.     Auditors  have  been 
appointed,  and  the  annual  meeting  and  distri- 
bution of  cups,  medals,  and  prizes  will  be  held 
on  April  15.    Owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  most 
waters  members  are  not  finishing  up  the  season 
with  the  usual  success.    However,  the  following 
members  have  managed  to  surmount  all  difficulties 
and  basket  fish  :-Mr.  J.  Potter  took  a  few  roach 
trom  the  Lea.  and  exhibited  at  the  meeting  a 
pretty  httle  tray  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  frtm 
our  Thatcham  fishery,   the   best  fish  a  dace 
ot  9oz.;  from  the  same  water  Mr.  Attwood  has 
taken  some  nice  fish,  notably  a  dace  of  13Voz  • 
and  Mr.  G.  Westrup  perch  up  to  lib.  2oz. ;  Mr! 
J.  ii.  Clements  three  pike  and  a  number  of  perch 
but  of  no  size  ;  Mr.  A.  Piercy  pike  up  to  4ilb' 
from  the  Lea;  Mr.  J.  F.  C.  Gehrling  and  Mr  T  a" 
Saunders  nice  takes  of  pike  from  private  water' 
the  former  seven  fish  up  to  41b.,  the  latter  eleven 
fish  weighing  66ib.,  best  8^lb.  ;  Mr.  G.  Parsons 
dace  from  the  Lea,  one  fish  8oz.,  and  from  same 
water  Mr.  A.  J.  Hersant  has  taken  on  one  visit 
seventeen  roach  averaging  just  over  ilb.  each 
and  on  another  visit  eight  roach  of  slightly  better 
average,  best  fish  lib.— G.  W. 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society— 

Mr.  W.  J .  Clark  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
luesday  last,  when  much  amusement  was  caused 
by  the    singularly  poor   results  reported  from 
Huntingdon,  where  several  members,  including 
Messrs.    Beamont,    Cox,   Gilbert,    Warne,  and 
others,  had  fished  ;  the  weather  was  not  very  bad 
but  the  water  was  thick  and  cold     Two  new 
members  were  elected,  and  a  nomination  also 
made,  for  ballot  on  March  24.    Preparations  for 
the  annual  dinner  on  March  17  were  further 
advanced,  Mr.  T.  W.  Maynard  kindly  consenting 
to  superintend  musical  arrangements,  Mr  Taylor 
being    prevented  from    doing  so  as  originally 
intended.     It   was    announced    that  members 
requiring  extra  tickets  should  apply  at  once  to 
the  hon.  sec,  as  but  few  tickets  remain  on  hand 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  ter- 
minated the  proceedings. — C.  B. 
Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  Forster  Hardy  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,^  when  the  table  was  graced  with  half  a 
dozen  Kennet  roach  captured  at  Newbury  by 
Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson.    This  gentleman  found  the 
river  over  the  banks  on  Saturday  and  in  semi- 
Hood,  but  by  fishing  a  quiet  corner  out  of  the 
hurly-burly  he  made  a  good  bag  of  the  red  fins 
ihe  SIX  which  were  shown  weighed  61b.  15oz  the 
best  fish  going  lib.  4ioz.    Neither  Mr  W  G 
Fletcher  nor  the  chainnan  had  been  able  to  get 
any  fish  at  Uxbridge,  but  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  on 
another  part  of  the  Colne  took  a  leash  of  decent 
chub,  largest  2^lb.,  and  some  respectable  roach 
A  very  ingeniously  arranged  "fish  picture"  was 
shown  by  the  indefatigable  vice-president  Mr 
Horace  Brown.    The  "picture"  consisted' of  a 
flower,  two  May  Flies,  a  couple  of  butterflies,  and 
a  caterpillar,  all  made  with  bones  from  dace 
trout,  and  grayling.     One  of  the  May  Flies' 
humorously  named  Danica  Thymallus  Browmi 
was  composed  of  the  pectoral  fins  of  a  dace  and  a 
portion  of  Its  vertebrae,  the  antennas  being  repre- 
sented by  very  fine  bones  of  the  same  fish  It 
was  a  most  natural  looking  May  Fly.    The  second 
May  Fly  rejoiced  in  the  name  of  Danica  Trutta 


Hawes  and  High  Abbotside  Angling  Associa- 
tion— 

The  Hawes  and  High  Abbotside  Angling  Asso- 
ciation held  Its  annual  meeting  at  the^Crown 
-Hotel,  Hawes,  on  Wednesday  evening  There 
was  a  large  gathering  of  members.  Dr.  TT  J  Grime 
in  the  chair.  The  secretary  read  a  very  satisfac- 
tory balance-sheet.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Whamcliffe  was  elected  president,  Dr  Grims 
treasurer,  T.  T.  Fawcett  secretar;.  The  trout 
season  opens  on  March  16.  and  is  anxiously  looked 
forward  to  by  those  who  delight  to  rambli  by  the 

mfll  f  f  ^"""^^  ^'i^^^  ^PP^'  Yore  (aearly  forty 
mUes  of  streams).    The  Association  has  again  re 

pa°st  ^'"^         ^^-^y  y'^ars 

Liverpool  Angllno  Association— 

At  a  special  general  meeting  of  the  above  held 
on  March  5  Mr.  Rowland  Whittington  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  association;  also,  Messrs.  Hughes 
and  Goldsmith  have  been  elected  j  .int  honorary 
secretaries.  Reports  are  to  hand  that  the  rain- 
bow trout  put  into  the  Knowsley  water  last  year 
are  giving  good  sport,  one  basket  consisting  of 
nme  fish,  each  about  Jib.  in  weight.— H.  L.  of 
Swansea  Amateur  Angling  Association— 

The  annual  dinner,  at  which  the  landowners  and 
tenants  of  the  farms  adjoining  the  River  Lliw  are 
entertained  was  held  at  the  Buck  Inn,  Pontlliw 
on  Wednesday  evening  (March  4).    There  was  a 
large  and  representative  attendance,  includincr 
the  following  :-Messrs.  Williams  (Gwylais  Fawr)! 
Clement   (Bachygwreiddyn),  Hopkins  (Penfedy 
Velmdre)     Clement    (Gellwyren  Ganol).  Harris 
Gwylais  Fach),  Jeffreys  (Gellwyren-Isif),  Jones 
Shepherd  s  Arms),  Jones  (Mill.  Velmdre)  Davies 
Butcher,  Pontlliw).  Harry  (Cwrtmawr),  Griffiths 
(Crwcea),  Griffiths  (Tirbach),  and  others  Mr 
Edward  Harris  presided.     During  the  evening 
Messrs  Evan  Evans,  R.  T.  Rees,  and  Dl.  WUham! 
con  ributed  to  the   musical  programme  Mr! 
Wi  hams  also  gave  some  humorous  recitations 
which  were  greatly  appreciated.  Messrs.  Williams 
Gwy  ais    Fawr),    Hopkins     (Penfedy).  Harris 
?oZ  .r'^  (Shepherd's  Arms? 

?nf  ll  T.u^  ^u^  ^hic'i  existed 

hetlr  ^°P^'^  ^""''^  continue  to  exisi 

between  the  farmers  and  members  of  the  associa- 
tion, and  assured  them  that  they  would  always 
be  pleased  to  give  every  assistance  lo  encourage 
m^"??:'  ,  ^[^°  ^'^  prevent  any  poaching  or 
!T  .A  very  pleasant  evening  concluded 

with  the  emgmg  of  "  Hen  Wiad  Fy  Nhadau  " 
by  Mr.  Evan  Evans.  "^uau 
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Ladies  were  at  the  Gresham  Annual  Dinner  in 
honour  of  the  twenty-first  anniversary,  and  they 
were  toasted  in  most  gallant  fashion  by  Mr.  J. 
Powles  West.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  give  the 
toast  "The  Ladies  ''without  "  breakins  out  into 
poetry,"  like  Silas  Wegg.    The  usual  quotation  is  : 

"Oh!  woman  in  our  hours  of  ease,"  etc., 
but  Mr.  Powles  West  gave  us  something  fresh  from 
the  pen  of  F.  G.  Lee,  who  must  have  been  an  angler, 
and  probably  thought  out  the  following  lines  by 
the  margin  of  some  peaceful  river: — 
"Speak  lovingly  of  woman. 

The  sharer  of  our  wealth. 

An  earthly  angel — who  says  nay  ? 

Tn  sickness  and  in  health 

Her  voice  is  heard  in  sympathy. 

'Tis  woman's  tear  that  flows  : 

'Tis  woman  in  affection  cheers 

With  comfort  from  above. 

'Tis  she  who  shares  our  jov  and  grief, 

And  blesses  with  her  love." 

Mb.  LtrxMOBE  Drew,  who  presided  at  the  Gresham 
annual  dinner,  was  an  ideal  chairman,  witty,  grace- 
ful, and  impressive.  He  told  some  analing  stories, 
which  he  modestly  described  as  "chestnuts."  An 
old  story  re-told  by  Mr.  Luxmore  Drew  would  have 
a  new  charm.  Here  is  one  of  his  best — as  near  as  I 
can  recollect  it.  "An  angler's  little  boy  was  receiving 
instruction  at  his  mother's  knee.  The  youngster 
heard  with  open  eyes  the  wonderful  story  of 
Jonah  and  the  whale.  'And  now  my  boy,'  said 
mater,  '  where  does  that  story  of  the  big  fish  come 
from?'  'Well,  I  don't  quite  know,' said  the  boy 
thoughtfully,  '  but  it  sounds  like  one  of  father's.'  " 

It  will  be  some  time  before  my  countenance 
recovers  its  usual  pallor — I  have  blushed  so  violently 
at  the  kind  things  said  about  "the  Press"  at  the 
Gresham  and  B.S.A.S.  dinners.  At  the  former 
function,  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldied  praised  "  the  Fourth 
Estate  "  for  work  done  in  the  past,  and  set  wielders 
of  the  pen  some  tasks  for-  the  future  in  reference  to 
pollution  of  streams  and  rivers,  etc.,  etc.  Well !  we 
will  all  do  our  best,  and  in  the  bright  vocabulary  of 
journalism  "  there's  no  such  word  as  fail." 

»  »  »  *  * 

Lord  Claud  J.  Hamilton  gave  the  British  Press  a 
magnificent  testimonial  for  ability,  probity  and  true 
patriotism.  Every  Pressman  present  was  pleased 
to  see  the  veteran  W.  Senior  rise  to  reply  and  give 
point  to  his  lordship's  words  by  some  skilful,  straight 
and  patriotic  questions  as  to  what  the  Government 
really  intends  to  do  for  the  fisheries.  Questions  so 
evidently  dictated  by  truly  patriotic  motives 
elicited  answers,  diplomatic  and  cautious,  but 
sufficiently  comforting  to  win  smiles  of  approval 
from  "Red  Spinner"  who  would  only  smile  at  what 
he  thought  to  be  good  for  fishermen — and  fish. 

I  DiD  not  win  a  medal  at  the  B.S.A.S.  competition 
at  Deal,  but  I  came  off  just  as  well  as  those  who 
did.  Owing  to  one  of  the  unfortunate  accidents  of 
life,  the  medals  were  not  ready.  I  have  heard  that 
some  medals  have  a  reverse.  Here  is  proof  of  the 
aiory.  I  think  Mr.  T.  Roberts,  winner  of  the 
Deal  Challenge  Cup  and  Gold  Medal,  must  have 
been  rather  glad  that  the  presentation  of  the  medal 
was  put  off.  How  he  got  home  with  that  beautiful 
cup  is  a  mystery,  for  I  think  it  was  too  late  for  a 
pantechnicon  van  to  be  obtained,  and  the  splendid 
specimen  of  the  silversmith's  art  looked  to  me  too 
big  to  go  in  a  four-wheeler.  Bravo,  Mr.  T.  Roberts  ! 
You  were  the  hero  of  the  evening.  You  had  no 
medal,  but  any  number  of  cZasps— from  friendly 
hands  tendering  hearty  congratulations. 

 ♦  

The  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society  held  its 
annual  meeting  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich.  The 
gathering  was  important  and  successful.  Mr.  R.  J. 
Price,  M.P.,  was  elected  president — the  right  man 
in  the  right  place,  for  Mr.  Price  is  a  good  sports- 
man. Funds  are  urgently  needed,  It  will  be  a  pity 
if  the  society  are  compelled  to  take  their  water 
bailiff  off  the  Bure,  but  the  sinews  of  war  must  be 
supplied  if  poachers  and  other  enemies  of  fishermen 
are  to  be  kept  in  check. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Conservators 
■for  the  Ribble  Fishery  District  states  that  during 
1902  the  river  has  been  better  stocked  with  sahuon 
and  sea  trout  than  for  many  years.  In  J uly  and 
August  sea  trout  fishing  was  good,  and  a  large 
number  of  fish  were  taken,  one  gentleman  fishing  in 
the  Hodder  taking  over  one  hundred  in  ten  days' 
fishing.  There  had  been  fully  three  times  as  many 
salmon  mort  and  sprods  as  there  had  been  in  any 
season  for  some  years  past.  The  number  of  salmon 
taken  with  rod  and  line  was  thirty-three,  and  the 
heaviest  fish  was  IV^lb  LTnfortunately  the  very 
heavy  floods  have  done  incalculable  injury  in  wash- 
ing out  the  spawn. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Oldham,  of  the  Robin  Hood  Angling 
Club,  Leeds,  some  time  ago  caught  a  pike  at 
Boroughbridge,  on  the  Yore,  weighing  181b.  2oz. 
He  got  a  local  "sun  artist  "  to  photograph  the  big 
fish  and  its  captor  and,  sticking  the  photo  on  a  card, 
he  sent  it  to  the  secretary  of  hi9  club,  writing 
underneath  the  fish  "His  brother  to  follow."  Mr. 
Oldham  was  as  good  as  his  word.  On  Saturday  the 
brother  followed,  a  pike  weighing  101b.  2Joz.  This 
capture  was  made  at  Boroughbridge,  and  the  pike 
is  one  of  the  largest  ever  landed  in  the  district  On 
the  same  dny  Mr.  G.  Priest,  of  Meanwood,  caught, 
at  the  same  place,  a  pike  weighing  141b.  2oz. 


The  Ynysbwl  Angling  Society  held  their  first 
ann\ial  dinner  at  the  Windsor  Hotel,  on  Friday 
(March  6)  evening,  when  a  company  of  fifty  partook 
of  the  fare  provided.  The  prospects  for  the  season 
are  good,  and  the  Society  is  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion. 


A  meeting  convened  by  Colonel  Cornwa  lis- West, 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Denbighshire,  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  establishment  of  a  fishery  asso 
ciation  for  the  rivers  Clwyd  and  Elwy,  was  held  at 
St.  Asaph  on  March  6.    Colonel  West  presided. 

he  chairman  said  for  a  long  time  past  it  must 
have  been  known  to  all  present  that  those  two 
rivers,  so  far  as  angling  was  concerned, 
were  in  a  very  bad  condition,  there  being  no 
actual  possibility  of  anyone  being  able  to 
throw  a  fly  for  miles.  If  the  riparian  owners  would 
act  together  they  would  undoubtedly  be  able 
to  improve  the  fishing  of  the  district.  It  was 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  clearing  of  the  sides  of 
the  two  rivers  and  the  restocking  of  the  rivers 
with  trout.  Taking  the  full  stretch  of  18  miles, 
and  dividing  it  into  five  beats,  which  he  would 
propose  that  they  should  do,  the  cost  of  clear- 
ing one  bank  would  avei?ge  from  £25  to  £30 
per  beat.  Major  Leadbetter  would  probably  tell 
them  that  it  was  much  cheaper  in  the  long 
run  to  have  fish  hatcheries  of  their  own. 
from  which  they  could  turn  out  trout  every 
year  for  both  rivers  than  buy  them.  The  pre- 
servation of  the  fish  would  no  doubt  still  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  Conservators,  and  not 
only  as  a  Conservator  but  as  a  riparian  owner  he 
maintained  that  the  Conservators  ought  to  do  all 
they  possibly  could  to  assist  and  to  work  with  the 
proposed  association.  He  would  suggest  that  a 
committee  be  formed  to  put  matters  into  shape. 

A  VERY  successful  meeting  of  the  newly-formed 
Junior  Irish  Terrier  Club  was  held  last  Tuesday 
evening,  at  the  Portugal,  Fleet  Street — a  splendid 
venue  for  societies  of  this  kind,  being  very  contra!. 
Many  well-known  anglers,  who  are  also  interested 
in  canine  matters  were  present.  The  meeting  was 
presided  over  by  Mr.  Nicholls.  Mr.  Wheatley  was 
elected  secretary,  and,  judging  by  the  numerous 
letters  and  telegrams  promising  support  from  all 
parts  of  England  and  Wales,  a  very  successful 
future  is  before  this  young  society. 


This  is  a  bit  of  news  from  New  York :  "  Miss 
Elizabeth  Tyree,  the  actress,  will  give  at  her  flat  an 
extraordinary  dinner  to  members  of  the  "  Earl  of 
Pawtucket"  company.  It  will  be  a  fish  dinner,  the 
chief  dainty  being  boiled  Japanese  telescope  fish  on 
toast.  The  actress'  flat  will  be  transformed  for  the 
occasion.  The  walls  will  be  covered  with  seaweed 
and  moss,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  table  there  will 
be  a  miniature  lake  in  which  real  fish  will  swim. 
Miss  Tyree,  says  the  Herald,  has  had  made  for  the 
occasion  a  green  dress,  the  trimmings  of  which  con- 
sist of  iridescent  fish  scales,  while  all  the  maidser- 
vants of  the  house  will  be  dressed  as  fish-wives,  and 
the  waiters  will  appear  as  Jack  Tars. 


The  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Association  will  take  place  at  the 
Castle  Hotel,  Hastings,  on  Wednesday,  March  25. 
The  chair  will  be  taken  by  the  president.  Dr.  O.  R. 
Travers,  at  7.30  p.m.  Tickets,  3s.  6d.  each,  can  be 
obtained  from  the  members  of  the  committee,  or 
from  the  hon.  secretaries,  H-  Dowsett,  W.  G.  Scott. 


The  news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  George  MaxweU,  of 
Broomholm,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year,  at  Merlin,  in 
Austria,  a  few  days  ago,  has  produced  unusual 
regret  in  the  South  of  Scotland,  where  he  was 
known  as  the  Laird  of  Broomholm,  loved  and 
respected  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his 
acquaintance,  but  especially  so  by  his  near  neigh- 
bours in  the  town  of  Langholm.  His  demise  leaves 
a  void  which  will  not  easily  be  filled.  His  mansion, 
Broomholm,  romantically  situated  on  a  commanding 
eminence  overlooking  the  Border  Esk,  immediately 
below  Skippers'  Bridge,  was  an  open  house  to  any 
one  who  wished  to  call  and  ask  for  a  day's  fishing — 
a  request  always  granted — on  the  laird's  fine  stretch 
of  water  between  the  Skippers  and  Tarraa  Foot. 


Mr.  E.  Collinson,  of  St.  Ives  (Hunts),  says  that 
Mr.  Percy  Wallace,  of  the  London  Press  Club,  while 
live  baiting  for  pike  captured  a  nice  tench  of  31b. 
This  is  certainly  an  uncommon  experience.  A  4oz. 
roach  on  a  Jardine  snap  has,  as  far  as  I  know,  never 
caught  a  31b.  tench  before.  Was  the  roach  in  the 
tench's  mouth,  or  had  the  tench  got  hooked  by 
accident  ? 


I  hear  that  Mr.  .J.  Lawrence,  pier-master  at  Deal, 
has  retired.  Mr.  Rivers,  so  long  the  popular  col- 
lector at  the  celebrated  "  Cabin  "  on  the  pier  has 
been  appointed  pier-master  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Lawrence.  Mr.  River's  place  has  been  taken  by  a 
retired  police-sergeant. 


Mr.  H.  W.  Brown  was  chairman  at  "Ye  Olde 
Porte  "  Musical  Society's  concert  on  Tuesday  night, 
Mr.  Carl  Meyer  being  in  the  vice-chair.  I  was  absent 
at  the  Gresham  dinner,  having  a  very  pleasant  time 
— as  they  had  in  Fleet-street.  .Journalism  and 
angling  were  well  represented,  and  the  talent  was 
Al.  I  missed  a  treat  (but  enjoyed  one  where  I  was), 
but  I  shall  make  up  for  the  loss  on  the  24th,  when 
"  the  Portugal "  will  again  be  a  cave  of  sweet 
sounds. 


A  FELLOW  by  way  of  a  joque 

Once  offered  his  missis  a  toque ; 

He  thought  they  were  cheap. 

But  it  cost  him  a  heap. 

And  he  murmured,  "I'm  sorry  I  spoque." 


"  As  I  walk  along  the  Bois  Boulogne  with  an  in- 
dependent air  " — but  it  was  not  in  the  gay  city  I 
met  Barber,  it  was  in  the  prosaic  thoroughfare  of 
Fetter-lane;  still  there  was  no  doubt  about  the 
"independent  air."  I  thought  he  must  have  made 
an  extra  dozen  life-members  for  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  at  the  least ;  but  for  once  in  a 
way  it  was  not  the  A.B.S.  he  was  thinking  of. 
'  Hello,  Drag.!  Heard  the  result?  Fancy  the 
river  being  in  such  an  awful  condition!"  ''What 
result  ?  "  queried  I — "  the  boat-race  is  next  month, 
isn't  it?"  "Boat-race  be  hanged.  I  mean  the 
match  yesterday — the  match— the  final— when  the 
Brompton  A.  S.  covered  themselves  with  glory  (re- 
presented by  a  square  inch  of  gold  medal)  arid  won 
the  A.  A.  shield  by  defeating  the  redoubtable  Hoxton 
Brothers."  Well,  of  course,  I  had  heard,  but  the 
dear  boy  was  so  pleased  that  I  would  not  rob  him 
of  the  pleasure  of  recounting  it.  Good  lad  !  he 
ought  to  feel  proud  of  having  picked  a  team  that 
could  beat  such  a  warm  line  as  the  boys  from  the 
Spread  Eagle.  Congratulations  Brompton;  best 
wishes  Hoxton — may  you  win  next  time  for  taking 
your  loss  with  such  a  good  grace. 


We  all  know,  or  ought  to  know,  that  charming 
song  "The  Dear  Homeland,"  and  all  good  anglers 
know,  or  ought  to  know,  "  Farnham  and  its  Sur- 
roundings," which,  by-the-bye,  is  dealt  with  in  the 
latest  of  the  "Homeland  Handbooks."  It  is  the 
surroundings  that  especially  appeal  to  me.  seeing 
that  they  embrace  Freiisham  and  its  famous  ponds. 
"Large  fish,"  says  this  pleasantly- written  guide- 
book, "  are  numerous  and  extensively  caught ;  the 
largest  pike  known  to  be  taken  from  this  water  was 
281b.,  while  during  this  season  specimen  fish  from 
lOlb.  to  181b.  were  not  uncommon.  Then  for  trout 
fishermen  there  is  a  ptream  near  by,  and  for  all 
anglers  there  is  the  Pond  Hotel,  as  cosy  a  hostelry 
as  heart  could  desire."  This  being  so,  I  think  that 
"  brothers  of  the  angle  "  will  certainly  agree  with 
me  that  delightful  though  Farnham  may  be  its 
"surroundings"  are  even  more  so.  Mr.  G.  A.  ^^ . 
Griffiths,  the  proprietor,  will  send  all  particulars  on 
application.  "I  have  been  there,  and  still  would 
go.  It's  a  lovely  spot— and,  yes ;  what  ho  !  " 
»  *  ♦  *  * 

Just  as  we  are  going  to  press  a  wire  arrives  to  the 
effect  that  a  splendid  pelican  was  shot,  and  is  now 
on  view  at  this  up-to-date  hotel. 


That  handy  little  guide  and  true  record  of  past 
steeple-chase  and  hurdle  racing  ("M'Call's  Racing 
Chronicle")  is  to  hand.  It  is  complete  m  every 
detail,  and  can  be  obtained  from  almost  all  news- 
agents, or  by  post  from  the  publishing  office,  7,  9, 
and  11,  Hunter-street,  Liverpool. 


The  fifteenth  Annual  Open  Angling  Competition, 
in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  will  be 
held  on  the  Lea,  at  St.  Margaret's,  on  March  22. 
Ttiere  is  a  fine  array  of  prizes,  numbering  over 
sixty.  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  and 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  are  associated  in  the  manage- 
ment of  what  promises  to  be  a  most  successful 
affair.  Dragnet. 


March  14,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


187 


Pfovineial  Angling  ]iotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

One  of  the  chief  features  at  the  National  Trades 
Exhibition,  which  opens  at  Bingley  Hall,  Birming- 
ham, on  March  30  next,  will  be  the  display  of 
specimen  fish  caught  by  the  members  of  the  Bir- 
mingham and  District  Angling  Association  ;  prizes 
will  be  given  for  roach,  perch,  chub,  bream,  pike, 
trout,  barbel,  carp,  dace,  tench,  and  other  fish  not 
classed,  and  a  special  prize  will  be  given  to  the  society 
exhibiting  the  largest  number  of  cases ;  all  entries 
will  close  on  March  19,  all  cases  must  be  addressed  to 
Messrs.  Coles  and  Rabone,  Fish  Section,  Bingley 
Hall,  Birmingham.  Free  tickets  will  be  given  to  all 
exhibitors,  and  to  the  secretaries  and  presidents  of 
all  clubs  sending  fish  in  either  for  competition  or 
exhibition.  A  list  of  the  value  of  the  prizes  to  be 
given  will  be  sent  out  in  due  course.  Mr.  J.  Rabone 
informs  me  that  already  he  has  over  200  cases 
entered.  The  subscription  is  now  due  to  the  Bir- 
mingham Angling  Association,  and  the  secretary, 
Mr.  J.  Rabone,  will  attend  at  the  Birmingham 
Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  on  Saturday  evening 
next  (March  14),  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
the  same,  and  issuing  the  second  quarter  stamps. 
A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  A.A. 
wes  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  when  one  of  the 
members  was  asked  to  resign  on  account  of 
being  secretary  to  a  club,  and  taking  his  members' 
travelling  cards  from  the  Provincial  Association. 
The  season,  which  closes  on  Sunday  next,  has  been 
the  best  for  some  years  past.  Those  of  our  members 
who  have  made  the  Severn  their  happy  hunting 
ground  have  had  nothing  to  complain  about.  In 
Jacfc,  It  has  been  (the  best  season  [known,  and  from 
the  reports  to  hand,  the  coming  season  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  river  will  be  above  the  average ;  the 
fish  have  been  noticed  on  the  feed,  but  the  river, 
owing  to  the  heavy  rains,  is  very  much  out  of 
condition.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  whole 
of  our  rivers,  and  very  little  will  be  done  previous 
to  the  close  of  the  season.  A  large  number  of  our 
members  turned  out  on  March  7  and  8,  but  very 
little  was  done ;  they  will  now  give  the  fish  a  rest, 
and  the  clubs  will  take  the  opportunity  of  making 
the  arrangements  for  their  annual  contests. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Rain  has  fallen  in  the  Fen  district,  at  times  so 
heavily  as  to  put  a  good  deal  of  colour  into  the 
waters.  This,  however,  has  not  prevented  pike 
fishermen  having  an  uninterrupted  spell  of  sport. 
The  weather  has  been  mild,  and  in  other  respects 
the  conditions  have  generally  been  favourable  for 
operations  with  the  trolling  rod.  Those  who  have 
been  at  work  on  the  Witham  have  done  extremely 
well  in  the  Bardney,  Stixwold,  Kirkstead,  and 
Tattershall  districts,  and  some  individual  bags  have 
contained  as  many  as  four  brace,  weighing  up  to 
351b. ;  indeed,  two  fish,  captured  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Kirkstead,  turned  the  scale  at  191b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  been  very  good  on  the  top  stretches  of 
the  river  Hull  recently,  and  amongst  the  best  fish 
shown  at  the  club  houses,  Mr.  T.  Mann  had  a 
grand  chub  of  41b.  6oz.,  and  a  nice  catch  of  roach, 
Jt,®,.,  f scaling  lib.  6oz.,  from  the  vicinity  of 
Wilfholme ;  Mr.  R.  Dunbar  has  also  had  some  nice 
roach,  his  best  fish  scaling  lib.  VJoz. ;  Mr.  W  H 
Barker,  vice-president  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamation,  has  also  secured  some  nice  roach 
with  paste  m  the  river  Hull,  and  also  a  chub  of 
about  lib.  Several  trout  have  recently  been  taken 
m  the  Hempholme  district  in  very  nice  con- 
dition, but  being  close  time  they  were 
carefully  returned  again.  This  augurs  well  for 
a  tair  season  on  these  waters,  which  opens  on 
Alonday  (March  16);  and  as  the  licences,  1  under- 
stand, are  now  in  the  local  tackle-dealers'  hands, 
anglers  had  better  provide  themselves  with  the 
inevitable  before  incurring  any  risk.  Several  good 
Pu  ^^""^  ^^""^  *aken  during  the  welk  in 

the  Market  Weighton  Canal  which  has  been  in  fairly 
good  trim,  but  the  season  closes  for  coarse  fish  on 
baturday,  March  14,  and  as  the  trout  fishing  does 
not  commence  until  Monday,  March  16,  all  fish  will 
have  a  day  s  rest,  and  anglers  will  have  to  put  their 
rods  by  for  a  day,  unless  they  go  codling  fishing 
which  contmues  very  good  at  Paull  and  Killing- 
holme  on  the  river  Humber.  Mr.  E.  T.  Wilcox  5f 
the  Central  Hull  Angling  Association,  has  been 
awarded  the  Hull  News  prize  for  last  season  for  most 
specimen  fish. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

.f'^*k^*r^°^*^°'^  writing  to  the  general  secretary 
01  the  local  association,  gives  an  account  of  his 
visit  to  Iceland.    Under  the  most  unfavourable  cir- 


cumstances of  bright,  hot  weather,  river  low  and 
clear,  he  captured  230  salmon  and  grilse  in  twelve 
days,  best  day  40,  and  140  in  seven  consecutive 
;  days,  all  with  fly.  Small  flies,  small  river,  and 
small  fish,  15ib.  limit.  The  writer  feels  sure  that  an 
expert  (goodness  1 )  would  easily  double  these  figures  ; 
of  trout  and  char  to  31b.  there  is  absolutely  no  limit. 
The  committee  of  the  local  association  admitted 
eighteen  new  members  at  their  meeting  on  March  6 ; 
their  total  now  is  returned  at  six  hundred.  Local 
clubs  are  rapidly  compktinj  the  season's  dates. 
Little  was  doing  last  week-snd,  but  Mr.  Briars  at 
Llangollen  and  Messrs.  J.  Bailey,  T.  Cooper,  and 
W.  Hamblett  have  weighed  in  good  fish.  The 
Atherton  Centrals  at  Astley  on  Saturday  last  had  a 
windy  time  of  it,  but  disposed  of  their  prizes.  A 
duel  at  the  same  place  between  two  rods  was 
abandoned  on  account  of  the  rough  weather. 
The  opening  of  the  Ribble  and  Lune  for  the 
season  is  welcome  news  to  this  county.  In  the 
former  more  fish  than  usual  are  reported,  and  the 
recent  spawning  season  has  been  distinctly  good. 
Boisterous  weather  has  kept  angling  very  quiet 
both  on  the  Ribble  and  Lime.  The  latter  opened 
with  storms  and  floods,  and  it  is  feared  a  lot  of 
spawning  beds  have  been  completely  ruined.  The 
Dixon  Green  Angling  Society  are  arranging  for  an 
interesting  event  on  March  28.  The  Ellesmere  Port 
Angling  Society  have  acquired  the  fishing  of  some 
desirable  waters  near  home  and  officially  announced 
the  fact. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  opening  of  the  fishing  for  the  season  in 
Trafford  Park,  under  the  control  of  the  Trafford 
Park  Angling  Club,  must  be  considered  satisfactory. 
Anything  but  suitable  weather  favoured  the  opening 
day  (March  5),  but  two  members  succeeded  in 
getting  fish.  Mr.  T.  Lees  had  three,  and  Mr. 
Malpass  two,  average  weight  Jib.  Several  rising 
fish  "came  short"  and  consequently  were  missed, 
but  those  taken  were  in  good  condition.  Messrs. 
R.  Ramsbottom  and  J.  T.  Malpass  are  the  city  rep- 
resentatives on  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  Commitee. 
City  rods  at  Wyresdale  last  week-end  report  some- 
what improved  sport  to  opening  day,  one  rod 
reached  the  limit  of  six  brace,  and  another  nearly 
did  so.  The  Lower  Broughton  Angling  Society 
visited  Broken  Cross  last  week-end  and  fished  a 
match  for  fourteen  prizes,  all  of  which  were  awarded, 
Mr.  T.  Adamson  heading  the  list.  On  Monday  they 
had  a  jollification  at  headquarters  and  presented 
the  prizes.  Councillor  Foy  officiating.  Local  rods 
at  Windermere  report  good  sport,  and  state  that 
there  are  any  amount  of  good  fish  there,  and  in 
good  condition  and  of  average  size  for  lake  trout. 
The  Duchy  Angling  Society  had  a  smoker  on 
Monday  last,  Mr.  J.  Kendall  presiding  over  an  event 
of  exceptional  interest.  The  members  had  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  a  handsome  cup  presented  by 
the  president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Agnew,  for  competition. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  been  rather  tame  in  con- 
sequence, chiefly,  of  boisterous  weather.  The  Trent 
has  been  up  and  down  almost  daily,  and  at  the 
period  of  writing  a  thick  water  was  running.  On 
Saturday  members  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society 
engaged  in  a  match  for  valuable  prizes  at  Rolles- 
ton.  Pegged  down  conditions  were  enforced, 
but  in  consequence  of  adverse  weather  none  of  the 
competitors  took  a  fish.  The  City  Waltonians 
fared  similarly  in  their  contest  at  Trent  Lock. 
Some  fair  lots  of  roach  have  been  shown  from 
Weston  and  Clifton,  and  higher  up  the  river  a  pike 
of  15Jlb.  has  been  landed  by  Mr.  E.  Bayley,  of  the 
Nottingham  Anglers'  Association.  There  has  been 
practically  nothing  doing  on  the  waters  below  the 
city.  On  Tuesday  I  caught  over  a  score  roach  with 
the  brandling  worm  above  King's  Mills  weirs,  and 
a  friend  of  mine  over  a  dozen.  These  fish  are  in 
the  most  perfect  condition. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  last  seven  days, 
and  the  wind  very  high;  still  the  water  in  the 
rivers  has  been  so  thick  and  high  that  very  few 
rods  have  been  out,  and  the  quantity  of  fish  taken 
very  small.  In  fact  the  only  trout  I  have  seen 
since  the  season  opened  were  taken  in  a  brook 
with  the  worm  and  were  not  in  condition.  Better 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  Teme  above  Tenbury,  I 
hear,  and  the  fish  in  very  fair  condition.  The  water 
in  all  the  rivers  is  slowly  falling,  but  unless  we  get 
a  spell  of  fine  weather  it  will  be  some  time  before 
sport  will  be  good.  Salmon  fishing  has  been  very 
poor  this  week,  only  a  few  fish  taken,  and  those  not 
large.  Several  good-sized  pike  have  been  caught 
in  the  nets,  one  191b.,  a  good  riddance  to  the  river. 
Dace  are  full  on  the  spawn,  and  the  close  season 
will  be  welcomed  on  their  account.  The  smoking 
concert  for  the  widow  and  children  of  the  late  F.  W, 
Rylands,  secretary  of  ^  the  York  House  Angling 


Club,  took  place  in  the  spacious  saloon  at  the 
Saracen  a  Head  Hotel,  and  was  largely  attended, 
Mr.  John  Stokes  presided,  supported  by  Mr  L  F 
Higgs,  Mr.  W.  Bridges,  Mr.  T.  Prosser,  Mr.'  r! 
Wingfield— president,  treasurer,  auditor,  and  secre- 
tary of  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciation. A  capital  programme  was  provided.  About 
£10  will  be  realised  by  the  concert.  The  St.  John's 
Club  have  their  annual  dii.ner  and  prize  distribution 
on  Thursday;  the  Working  Men's  Club  theirs  on 
Friday,  others  in  the  coming  week.  Several  new 
clubs  are  formed  and  seek  affiliation  with  the  Dis- 
trict Association. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  was  reported  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Knaresborough  Anglers'  Club  (Mr.  J.  W.  Craven  of 
York,  presiding)  that  during  the  past  year  500  fario 
yearlmgs  had  been  turned  into  the  club's  waters 
and  quite  recently  1000  yearlings.  The  club  has' 
over  thirteen  miles  of  fishing  under  its  control  on 
tho  river  Nidd,  and  since  last  season  nearly  3000 
yearlings  have  been  placed  in  the  waters.  The 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Harewood  was  re-elected 
president  of  the  club.  On  Saturday,  March  7,  two 
large  pike  were  caught  in  the  River  Ure,  at  Borough- 
bridge,  one  by  a  local  angler  weighing  191b.  2oz. 
and  the  other  by  a  Leeds  gentleman  which  weighed 
141b.  2oz.  The  trout  season  upon  which  we 
are  entering,  whatever  may  have  been  the  incon- 
venience to  coarse  fishers  by  reason  of  the  storms 
and  floods,  will  doubtless  be  found  to  have  been 
favoured  by  the  thorough  scouring  of  the  streams 
which  has  taken  place.  Many  of  them  in  places 
were  choked  with  accumulations  of  decayed  weeds 
and  the  like.  The  cleansing  process  will  also  put 
the  trout  in  better  condition,  whilst  the  more  ample 
supply  of  water  in  the  rivers  will  be  generally 
advantageous.  The  desirability  of  giving  early 
effect  to  the  resolution  to  clo;e  the  Ouse  from 
netting  and  anglmg  during  the  close  time  is  widely 
recognised  on  the  part  of  York  anglers. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  on  the  whole  has  been  very  much 
against  the  chances  of  anglers,  and  sport  has  baen 
dull,  generally  speaking,  in  consequence.  On  the 
Lee,  however,  some  very  respectable  sport  has  been 
had,  and  some  fair  sport  has  also  been  had  occa- 
sionally in  theMacroom  district  and  on  the  Bandon, 
Lake  fishing  has  not  been  productive  of  good  sport 
anywhere,  high  and  foul  waters  being  accounted 
the  cause  everywhere.  All  the  lakes  require 
much  fining  down,  and  if  the  weather  conditions 
change  for  the  better,  from  an  angling  point  of  view, 
good  sport  should  be  had  on  all  the  earlier  waters 
ere  the  month  closes.  At  Waterville  practically 
nothing  is  doing  just  now  in  the  way  of  angling,  and 
the  same  remark  applies,  more  or  less,  "to  many 
other  fishing  stations  in  the  country.  Sea  angling 
has  commenced  at  a  few  places  on  the  southern  ana 
south-western  coasts,  the  fish  principally  sought  for 
being  spring  pollack.    Results  so  far  poor. 


ilofes  from  i^c  iTorfi^. 

In  addition  to  adverse  weather  conditions,  the 
bulk  of  the  spring  migration  is  by  this  time  past, 
and  more  fish  will  be  found  on  the  far  mland  rivers 
than  has  been  the  case  for  years  back. 


It  is  twenty  years  at  least  since  the  same  head 
of  early  springers  was  on  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Dee,  Don,  and  kindred  streams.  So  much  has 
passed  the  netters  with  the  early  floods.  Yet  the 
netters  have  not  been  left  behind.  The  Messrs. 
Powerie,  on  the  Pot  and  Fords  at  Aberdeen,  creeled 
over  1000  fish  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  the 
season,  and  the  others  were  not  out  in  the  cold. 

Lord  Kyllachy's  decision  in  the  Don  case  will  not 
meet  the  full  wishes  of  Lord  Kintore  and  the  other 
proprietors  associated  with  him  in  raising  this 
action. 

A  reporter  is  to  be  appointed,  of  skill  and  an 
expert  to  boot,  who  from  time  to  time  will  report 
on  the  free  passage  of  salmon  over  the  Stoneywood 
Dyke  ;  and  ultimately  an  interlocutor  will  be  issued 
embodying  the  substance  of  liis  observations  so  as 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  proprietors,  and  the  wants 
of  the  mill-owners,  too. 

All  other  questions  (of  temperature,  for  instance] 
are  in  abeyance,  hence  the  shaking  of  heads  over 
the  proposed  terms  of  interdict. 

So  much  for  the  Don  case  in  the  meantime,  unless 
the  proprietors  go  "  one  better  "  and  carry  their 
cause  to  the  House  of  Lords.  This  is  their  business  ; 
but  Lord  Kyllachy  has  a  reputation  for  anticipating 
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the  ultimate  decision  of  the  Gilded  Chamber,  and 
is  seldom  far  wrong. 

A  batch  of  poachers  was  up  before  Sheriff  Hen- 
derson last  week  for  poaching  unclean  salmon  on 
the  Don,  and  were  mulcted  in  £2  each  or  twenty 
days  in  prison.   

Another  Spey  pollution  case  was  heard  last  week 
in  the  Court  of  Session  against  a  distillery  company 
at  Aberlour,  a  famous  salmon  fishery.  Dr.  Aitken, 
an  expert,  found  no  pollution,  but  proof  was  con- 
tinued.   "  Wlien  doctors  differ,"  etc. 


The  Dundee  Fish  Market  dispute  has  reached 
another  acute  climax.  If  the  Town  Council  lose, 
will  they  refuse  to  obey  the  interdict,  and  if  so,  what 
then  ?   

A  fisherman  on  his  way  home  the  other  night, 
having  dined  with  "  his  gentleman  "  not  wisely  but 
too  well,  and  needing  all  the  road  in  the  face  of  an 
adverse  wind,  was  saluted  by  another — but  going 
with  the  wind  in  his  favour — with  the  passing  salute, 
"  You're  getting  hame,  Jock  ?  "  "  Whiles,"  was 
the  laconic  and  pointed  reply.  Sometimes  he  was 
on  the  wrong  tack. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  comes  North  on  March  22  or 
thereabouts  for  a  short  season  on  the  Dee.  We 
wish  His  Royal  Highness  improved  weather  con- 
ditions, and  if  so,  he  is  certain  of  good  sport  as  far 
as  the  head  of  fish  forward  in  the  Balmoral  pools 
are  concerned.  

The  Deeside  and  Donside  Association  now  number 
about  four  hundred  members.  Might  they  not  in- 
augurate an  anglers'  club,  seeing  that  so  many  of 
them  are  devoted  to  the  sport. 

Mr.  Michie's  father,  factor  to  the  King  at  Bal- 
moral, died  at  Blairgowrie  last  week  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four.  He  was  a  noted  gamekeeper  in  his  day, 
and  served,  among  others,  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
and  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  all  of  whom  held  him  in  the 
highest  respect.   

The  Ugie  and  Ythan  have  been  yielding  lots  of 
kelt  salmon  and  sea-trout.  Five  to  two  is  the 
proportion  one  angler  puts  the  kelt  to  the  clean  fish. 
"  Slingers  "  they  are  called,  because  they  have  to  be 
thrown  back.  A  good  round  spate  would  change 
the  proportions  of  the  fish  at  least. 

Speciai  Scotch. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 

THE   FOOD   OF  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Once  let  an  erroneous  idea  get  on  the 
wing,  and  there  is  no  means  of  calculating  when  it 
may  be  put  to  death.  Recently  I  sent  a  spring 
salmon  from  a  northern  river  to  a  friend  unusually 
well  instructed  in  matters  piscatorial.  In  acknow- 
ledging the  fish,  he  observed  :  "  The  flavour  was 
excellent,  and  the  flesh  was  unusually  red.  I  think 
that  salmon  must  have  fed  upon  shrimps."  Now, 
we  have  a  great  deal  to  learn  about  the  habits  and 
food  of  salmon  in  the  sea,  but  this  much  we  have 
learnt — namely,  that  they  don't  rely  on  shrimps  for 
nourishment.  How  should  they  ?  Shrimps  are 
foimd  on  the  bottom  in  shallow,  sandy  waters  ; 
salmon  rove  for  food  in  the  open  sea,  swimming  near 
the  surface.  There  is  no  single  instance  on  authentic 
record  of  shrimps  having  been  found  in  the  stomach 
of  a  salmon,  whereas  salmon  are  often  taken  stuffed 
with  herrings,  haddock,  and  other  pelagic  fish.  If 
it  is  to  crustacean  diet  that  salmon  owe  the  redness 
of  their  flesh,  it  must  come  to  them  at  second  hand  ; 
but  if  so,  it  is  curious  that  the  middle-man — the 
herring  or  the  haddock — retains  white  flesh.  If  we 
are  ever  to  attain  to  sound  and  intimate  acquain- 
tance with  the  habits  of  salmon,  we  must  rigidly 
expunge  all  a  priori  reasoning. — Yours  truly, 

March  4,  1903.  Herbert  Maxwell. 

[Is  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  aware  that  sand-eels  have 
been  found  in  salmon  ?  I  do  not  remember,  at 
the  moment,  any  mention  of  shrimps,  but  it  would 
be  extraordinary  if  the  salmon  never  feeds  on 
shrimps  or  prawns  which  are  so  deadly  as  bait  for 
salmon.  No  doubt  salmon  feed  on  herring,  as  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell  says,  but  I  think  the  following 
evidence  proves  conclusively  that  his  friend  is  not 
wrong  in  supposing  that  they  also  feed  on  other  fish 
which  abound  in  our  shallow  shore  waters  and  on 
shrimps  and  prawns  and  other  crustaceans,  and  that 
it  is  this  diet  which  accounts  for  the  characteristic 
pink  colovir  of  the  flesh  of  salmon  and  some  other  of 
the  SalmonidcB.  In  some  large  trout  sent  to  me 
from  New  Zealand  the  flesh  was  a  pale  lemon  colour, 
due  probably  to  their  feeding  on  the  same  crustacean 
which  gives  a  lemon  tint  to  the  flesh  of  the  Austra- 


lian "  grayling  "  or  cucumber  fish — a  fish  which  was 
plentiful  before  trout  were  introduced  from  England. 

Dr.  Giinther's  "  Study  of  Fishes,"  p.  632  : 
"  Chemistry  has  not  supplied  us  yet  with  an 
analysis  of  the  substance  which  gives  the  pink 
colour  to  the  flesh  of  many  salmonoids  ;  but  there 
is  little  doubt  that  it  is  identical  with  and  produced 
by  the  red  pigments  of  many  salt  and  fresh  water 
crustaceans,  which  form  a  favourite  food  of  these 
fishes." 

Frank  Buckland,  referring  to  the  food  of  salmon, 
says  : — "  The  fattening  grounds  for  the  salmon  of  the 
Tay  and  Rhine  are  of  very  first-class  quality.  The 
estuary  of  the  Tay  is  composed  of,  for  the  most 
part,  sand,  which  sand  contains  an  immense  number 
of  sand-eels  and  smelts.  Feeding  on  these,  the 
salmon  quickly  pick  up  in  condition."  He  also 
refers  to  the  "  vast  quantities  of  salmon  food  that 
is  bred  in  the  great  mud  and  sand  flats  which  form 
the  estuary  of  the  Severn." 

Respecting  the  food  of  salmon,  Buckland  says  : — ■ 
"  It  may  be  asked,  what  is  the  food  of  salmon  ?  I 
answer,  sand-eels,  sin-imps,  lugworms,  and  fry  of 
sea  fish  of  all  kinds.  I  think  the  one  great  fact  in 
the  natural  history  of  the  salmon  (which  I  have 
learnt  during  my  visits  to  Scotland)  is  the  reason 
for  the  great  abimdance  of  salmon  in  that  favoured 
country — namely,  that  the  spawning  grounds  are 
of  great  extent,  and  the  feeding  grounds  illimitable. 
From  the  Firth  of  Forth  up  to  Nairn  I  neither  saw 
nor  heard  of  a  single  oyster  ;  the  reason  is  that  the 
east  coast  of  Scotland  is  the  land  boundary  of  a 
vast  submarine  plateau  of  sand,  and  this  sand 
abounds  with  the  food  of  the  Salmo  salar  ;  hence 
the  abundance  and  fatness  of  Scotch  salmon." 

Formerly  the  Thames  was  a  prolific  salmon  river, 
and  its  estuary  is  like  that  of  the  Severn,  Tay,  and 
Rhine,  and  famed  for  its  shrimps  and  small  fry. 

Dr.  Francis  Day,  in  his  "  Salmonidce  of  Britain," 
says : — "  I  have  seen  the  remains  of  sand-eels 
(Ammodytes),  herrings,  and  Crustacea  in  their 
stomachs." 

Thompson  in  Ireland  found  salmon  fed  on  sand- 
eels. 

Mr.  Frank  Gosden,  for  some  years  piscicultm-ist 
to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  says,  in  Land  and  W ater, 
March  8,  1886  :— "  In  1874  I  opened  490  salmon 
and  examined  the  contents  of  their  stomachs  ;  290 
from  the  River  Exe,  150  from  the  River  Dart,  and 
50  peal  from  the  Dart.    In  these  I  found  eels, 
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THOMAS  8z:  SON'S 

GUSSET  SLEEVE" 
FLY  FISHING  JACKET 

MADE  IN 

"  Rain  but  not  Air-proof "  West  of  England  Tweeds. 

In  which  hooks  will  not  readily  stick ;  are  wonderfully 
impervious  to  weather.  No  buttons  to  catch  the  line. 
Plenty  of  good  pockets  for  fly  books.  Will  not  work  up 
round  the  neck  in  casting.  Made  according  to  practical 
suggestions  from  the  most  celebrated  anglers  of  the  day. 
*'  A  thing  of  comfort  and  a  joy  for  ever." — Vide 

TESTIMONIALS. 

"RED  SPINNER,"  Editor  of  the  Field,  writing  on  Fishermen's 
Comforts,  says: 

"  A  distinctive  suit  for  fishing  is  money  well  spent ;  and  tlie  fly-fislier  especially 
requires  something  more  than  the  commonplace  cut  of  jacket.  For  years  I  read  a 
small  paragraph  at  the  bottom  of  one  of  the  Field  columns  advertising  the  Thoraas 
fly-fishing  jacket,  and  smiled  at  the  notion  that  such  an  article  could  be  anything 
diflerent  from  the  ordinary  shooting  coat  or  Norfolk  jacket.  It  was  said  to  have 
'gusset'  sleeves,  a  fastening  for  the  wrist,  plenty  of  good  pockets  for  fly-books,  and 
that  it  would  not  work  up  round  the  neck  in  casting.  The  time  came  when,  at 
the  persuasion  of  a  friend,  I  got  one,  and  can  say  that  in  fly-fishing  or  spinning  I 
never  previously  knew  what  real  comfort  in  casting  was,  the  '  gusset '  sleeves 
allowing  of  that  perfect  freedom  of  the  shoulders  so  seldom  realised." 

R.  B.  MARSTON,  Esq.,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  says: 

"  I  have  worn  one  of  Thomas  and  Sons'  fly-fishing  jackets  for  some  time,  and 
can  speak  highly  of  it." 

Sir  HENRY  CLAVERING,  Bart.,  writes: 

"  The  fishing  jacket  has  arrived.  It  is  a  perfect  fit,  and  leaves  nothing  to  be 
desired.    The  material  could  not  be  better." 
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'.  miitnow,  loach,  gudgeon,  sand-eels,  shrimps,  etc. 
^  .  "  Salmon  are  no  doubt  heavy  feeders  while  in  the 
:  sea,  and  also  while  in  the  estuary.  I  have  taken  no 
fewer  than  eleven  herrings  out  of  a  101b.  grilse 
caught  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ayr.  A  salmon  caught 
at  Kincardine  had  in  its  stomach  seven  sparling, 
besides  other  small  slirimps  ;  another  caught  high 
up  the  Forth  at  Polnaise  contained  a  smolt  and 
eighteen  shrimps." 

Couch  says  : — "  The  stomach  of  the  salmon  is 
often  found  entirely  empty,  but  young  herrings  and 
launces  (sand-eels)  have  been  discovered  in  it,  and 
the  latter  in  sufficient  abundance  to  show  that  it 
forms  a  favourite  diet." 

Dr.  Cobbold,  in  Vol.  VII.  of  the  "  Journal  of  the 
Linnean  Society,"  states  "that  he  found  fragments 
of  fresh-water  Crustacea  and  portions  of  a  shrimp  in 
one  or  two  out  of  ten  salmon  he  examined." — Ed.] 

THE  THAMES  AS  A  TROUT  RIVER. 
Deab  Sir, — I  read  with  considerable  interest  the 
letter  appearing  in  yoiu-  issue  of  Feb.  28  upon  the 
above  subject.  For  many  years  I  lived  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames  in  the  district  in  which  the  proposed 
experiment  is  to  take  place,  and  although  I  quite 
agree  with  "  Two  Year  Old  "  as  to  the  desirability 
of  introducing  more  trout  into  the  river  than  it  at 
present  contains,  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  him 
one  or  two  of  the  difiSculties  that  will  inevitably 
confront  any  person  or  body  of  persons  who 
endeavour  to  put  his  idea  into  practice. 

In  another  column  of  the  same  issue  is  published 
a  most  instructive  siu'vey  of  the  operations  of  the 
Henley  Fishery  Preservation  Society,  signed  by  their 
secretary,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs.  From  this  it  will  be 
seen  that  over  130,000  trout  fry,  yearlings,  and  ova 
have  at  different  times  been  placed  in  the  Thames 
between  Shiplake  and  Hambleden.  I  should  like 
to  know  if  the  captiires  of  trout  have  increased  in 
anything  like  reasonable  proportion  to  the  expense 
incurred.  It  is  manifestly  impossible  to  clear  every 
pike,  perch,  or  chub  out  of  the  Henley  Reach.  The 
first  flood  would  certainly  bring  down  with  it  from 
the  upper  reaches  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  these 
fish.  A  continuous  war  would  therefore  have  to  be 
carried  on  against  these  fish,  the  general  angling  of 
the  river  would  be  ruined,  and  against  this  we 
are  offered  a  certain  number  of  trout  which,  being 
unsizeable  unless  they  are  sixteen  inches  in  length, 
should  probably,  if  caught  on  the  fly,  have  to  be 
returned.  In  nearly  twenty  years  of  angling  on 
;he  Thames  I  have  only  heard  of  a  very  few  cases 
ndeed  in  which  a  Thames  trout  has  risen  to  an 
ordinary  fly,  and  then  as  a  rule  the  fish  had  to  be 
•eturned  as  undersized.  Are  we  to  believe  that  these 
ish  which  are  to  be  introduced  will  forsake  their 
isual  habits,  especially  considering  the  enormous 
imount  of  natural  and  fish  food  with  which  they 
^ill  be  surrounded  in  such  a  deep,  slow-flowing 
'iver  as  the  Thames. 

There  are,  of  course,  plenty  of  arguments  both  for 
md  against  such  an  experiment  as  is  proposed  by 
'Two  Year  Old,"  but  I  would  seriouslj'  ask  him  : 
Vhy  ruin  the  jack  and  general  fishing  at  Henley,  of 
he  best  and  most  popular  of  our  fishing  rivers,  in 
>rder  to  try  an  experiment  that  was  viewed  with 
he  gravest  distrust  by  such  an  'expert  as  Mr. 
^holmondelej'  Pennell  (Badminton  Library, 
'  Fishing  ")  ? 

.  The  Thames  is  a  splendid  pike  river,  it  contains 
I  few  magnificent  trout.  Should  you  want  trout 
ishing,  try  for  one  of  these  leviathans — he  will  wait 
or  j'ou,  and  is  no  doubt  pleased  to  see  a  caller  about 
i.30  a.m.  and  p.m.  ;  but  do  not  waste  money — for 
fc  is  really  little  else — by  feeding  the  predaceous  fish 
if  the  Thames  witli  dainty  trout.  Let  the  trout 
;o,  and  keep  the  Thames  in  its  old  condition — • 
lamely,  as  the  best  and  most  accessible  large  public 
eater  in  the  South  of  England. — Yours  truly, 
Gebald  M.  Neighbotjb. 

I   THE  THAMES  AS  A  TROUT  STREAM. 

Deab,  Sir, — In  your  issues  dated  Feb.  28  and 
larch  7  you  publish  two  letters  under  the  above 
leading  ;  the  fii'st  letter  was  signed  "  A  Two  Year 
)ld  "  and  the  second  "  A  Trout  Fisher." 

First  of  all  I  must  thank  "  T.  Y.  O."  for  his  good 
wishes  to  the  Henley  F.P.A. — to  which  I  have  the 
ileasure  of  subscribing  substantiallj^— and  for  his 
omplimentary  remarks  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
3tter  ;  then  I  must  proceed  to  comment  and  ques- 
ion  ad  seriatim  on  the  body  of  his  communication, 
cannot  and  do  not  profess  that  trouting  is  the  piain 
Bature  of  the  Thames  in  this  district,  neithw  can 
r  does  the  H. F.P.A.  hope  to  make  it  so,  but  merely 
Iocs  its' best  to  make  it  a  fair  adjunct  to  capital 
oarse  fishing. 

Of  course  there  is  always  a  chance  of  small  trout 
eing  taken  as  inside  passengers  by  pike,  but  I 
iibmit  that  in  waters  where  food  of  other  descrip- 
ions  is  so  plentiful  as  to  be  easily  caught  without 
xertion,  the  trout  have  a  much  greater  propoP-  ' 


tionate  chance  of  escape  than  in  waters  where 
general  coarse  fish  are  few.  I  have  seen  many  scores 
of  Thames  pike  opened,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten 
if  the  stomach  contained  food  it  would  consist  oL 
roach,  chub  seem  to  take  second  place,  and  on  rare 
occasions  a  perch  would  be  the  victim  ;  only  once 
have  I  seen  or  found  a  trout.  This  of  com-se  does 
not  prove  that  pike  will  pass  trout  in  favour  of  other 
fish,  but  merely  supports  my  theory  that  they  will 
pouch  that  which  they  can  most  easily  catch,  or  see 
in  the  greatest  numbers. 

I  quite  agree  that  between  Marsh  Lock  and  Phyllis 
Court  there  is  water  enough  to  hold  a  multitude  o 
trout,  good  fast  water,  too,  during-  seven  months  o 
the  year,  with  gravel  bottom,  and  plenty  of  cover  , 
but  must  proceed  to  review  the  pike  clearing  business 
between  Marsh  and  Hambleden  Locks.    The  greater 
portion  of  this  three-mile  stretch  is  from  nine  feet  to 
fom-teen  feet  deep,  with  occasional  holes  up  to 
twenty-five  feet  in  depth,  and  is  about  seventy-five 
yards  wide  ;  unless  this  could  be  drained — which 
is  impossible  for  the  object  imder  notice — it  would 
be  an  endless,  if  not  impracticable,  work  to  clear 
out  the  pike,  and  if  it  could  by  any  possibility  be 
done,  how  does  "  T.  Y.  O."  propose  to  prevent 
floods  and  other  agencies  from  washing  in,  and  in 
other  ways  introducing  more  and  yet  more  pike  ? 
Floods  will  occm:  on  the  best  regulated  rivers,  and 
would  in  this  instance  entail  constant  vigilance  and 
heavy  expense  in  keeping  the  reach  from  becoming 
again  stocked  with  pike.    I  am  satisfied  that  it  could 
not  be  cleared  by  any  method  short  of  draining  ; 
even  then  in  such  a  large  area  the  fingerlings  would 
"  take  a  deal  of  finding."    Lakes  which  have  been 
drained,  and  were  supposed  to  have  been  thoroughly 
freed  from  pike,  have  on  subsequent  draining  been 
found  to  contain  numbers,  possibly  introduced  by 
the  feeder  streams,  or  indirectly  by  water-fowl  even  ; 
how  much  more  difficult,  therefore,  to  clear  and  keep 
clear  a  roach  that  is  headed  and  tailed  by  well 
stocked  pike  waters.     Having  asked  how  to  keep 
pike  out,  I  would  like  to  be  informed  how  the 
trout  are  to  be  kept  in  the  reach  when  placed 
there  ?    Natural  conditions  of  streamy  water  sub- 
ject to  floods  enforce  that  they  must  work  up  or 
down.     The  hoary  joke    about    the    pike  that 
started  one  side  of  a  lock  with  a  "  sov."  in  his 
pouch  and  was  found  the  other  side  with  19s.  9d. 
and  a  lock  ticket  is  not  altogether  nonsense,  for  it 
is  a  fact  that  large  numbers  of  fish  pass  through  the 
locks  and  weirs.    Therefore,  I  am  afraid  that  very 
many  of  the  new  stock  trout  would  stray  from  their 
nicely-cleared  water  to  meet  their  destiny  as  repre- 
sented by  a  pike's  maw — vide  "  T.  Y.  O." — or  would 
depart  and  leave  no  address. 

In  addition  to  pike,  there  are  large  trout,  chub, 
perch,  eels,  and  barbel,  all  more  or  less  piscivorous 
and  consequently  enemies  of  trout  in  the  smaller 
stages  of  growth.  All  the  above-named  fish  will 
take  minnows  freely,  and  what  is  more  like  a  minnow 
than  a  trout  the  same  size  ?  To  make  such  a  trout 
stream  of  the  Thames  as  appears  to  be  the  ideal  of 
"  T.  Y.  O."  and  "  Trout  Fisher,"  war  should  be 
waged  against  the  so-called  "  coarse  "  fish  in  order 
to  greatly  reduce  their  present  large  numbers. 
Perch  I  have  often  caught  full  of  trout  ova,  and  eels, 
too,  are  particvilarly  partial  to  it. 

A  great  proportion  of  the  income  of  all  the  pre- 
servation associations  is  derived  from  coarse  fishers — ■ 
How  are  they  to  be  treated  ?  Are  they  to  be  ex- 
cluded, or  is  the  task  of  converting  them  to  fly  fishers 
to  be  undertaken  as  an  item  of  the  scheme  ? 

Now  for  the  financial  aspect  of  "  T.  Y.  O.'s  " 
idea.  A  moderate  estimate  of  the  preparation  for 
and  the  restocking  operations  of  the  first  year  is 
£500,  or  more  than  the  combined  income  of  the 
eight  preservation  associations  on  the  river.  How 
is  this  money  to  be  raised  ?  Five  hundred  trout 
fishers  at  £1  each  must  be  netted,  for  it  is  a  certainty 
that  coarse  fishers  would  at  once  cease  to  subscribe. 
Even  if  sufficient  money  could  be  foimd  to  set  the 
scheme  going,  the  expense  of  maintaining  it  woiald 
be  much  greater  than  could  be  recovered  in  the  sport 
obtainable,  at  any  rate,  for  some  years,  and  much 
time  need  not  elapse  before  a  number  of  the  more 
impatient  members  tired  of  waiting.  For  instance, 
trout  being  so  much  more  valuable  than  coarse  fish, 
there  is  proportionately  greater  inducement  for 
poachers  to  appropriate  them,  consequently  paid 
keepers  would  be  a  necessity — two  at  least,  with 
frequent  help  to  carry  on  the  constant  war  against 
pike  and  other  enemies.  The  money  must  be 
actually  assured  or  obtained  before  it  can  be  spent  ; 
it  is  no  use  speculating.  Quito  recently  in  a  £10 
matter  connected  with  the  Loddon  the  fallacy  of 
relying  on  spontaneous  generosity  was  experienced. 
It  is  the  old  storj' — a  large  number  may  clamour 
for  certain  improvements,  but  it  is  generally  in  the 
end  left  as  a  privilege  to  a  few  to  pay.  In  addition 
to  the  special  legislation  required  in  order  that  the 
coarse  fish  may  be  slaughtered,  there  are  other 
difficulties.    Only  a  small  portion  of  the  water 


between  Marsh  and  Hambleden  belongs  to  Henley 
Town,  and  it  is  not  in  my  province  to  particularise 
the  ownership  of  the  rights  between  the  six  or  seven 
other  boundaries  in  the  roach. 

"  Trout  Fisher  "  exactly  illustrates  my  remarks 
re  the  financial  part  of  the  work,  and  I  dare  say  lie 
is  one  of  the  majority.  I  quote  from  his  letter  :  — 
"  Then  I  should  be  prepared  to  do  what  I  have  not 
hitherto  done,  and  contribute  to  the  restocking 
with  trout  fund."  Precisely.  Get  the  funds 
"  somehow,"  do  the  hard  work,  set  the  concern 
going,  then  we  will  come  in  !  Even  then  there  Ls 
no  guarantee  of  a  sufficient  number  coming  in.  I 
think  a  most  moderate  computation  of  the  yearly 
expense  would  be  £160,  say  150  subscribers  at  £1 
each.  Naturally  100  of  those  who  paid  would 
want  to  fish.  How  much  sport  would  they  be  likely 
to  get  under  favourable  conditions  for  their  money  ? 
I  submit  to  "Trout  Fisher"  that  to  net  for  piko 
with  the  object  of  exterminating  them  between 
Hambleden  and  Medmenham  is  alssolutely  imprac- 
ticable ;  he  must  at  least  go  between  weirs,  or  from 
Hambleden  to  Hurley  Lock,  double  the  length  of  the 
water  he  names.  In  other  respects  this  reach  of 
water  is  practically  on  all  fours  with  the  Henley 
Reach,  and  the  same  remarks  apply  with  equal  force. 
I  have  run  to  some  length  in  this  matter,  and  the 
exigencies  of  time  and  space  have  to  be  considered, 
although  I  have  by  no  means  exhausted  my  re- 
sources on  the  subject.  Following  the  precedent 
of  "  T.  Y.  O."  and  "  Trout  Fisher,"  I  adopt  a  nom 
de  plume,  and  have  pleasure  in  subscribing  myself, 
not  a  two  year  old,  but — Yours  truly. 

Another  Trout  Fisher. 


"MERAC." 

Dear  Sir, — Never  heard  the  word  "  Merac " 
mentioned  as  bait  for  anything  ;  must  be  a  local 
term.  There  is  a  town  in  the  south  called  "  Meracq. ' ' 
The  word  is  not  in  the  dictionary. — Yours  truly, 

Paris,  March  4.  Wyers  Feebes. 

[A  correspondent  said  he  had  seen  "Merac" 
mentioned  as  a  bait  for  tench  in  Burgess's  "  Ang- 
ling." I  could  find  it  in  no  dictionary,  and  so 
asked  Messrs.  Wyers,  who  kindly  replied  as  above. 
—Ed.] 


'INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING." 

Dear  Sib, — Mr.  Grimble  in  last  week's  issue, 
writing  of  the  Nith,  tells  us  : — "  Though  it  is 
declared  open'on  Feb.  25,  it  is  one  of  the  latest  of 
the  Scotch  rivers,  as  fish  seldom  show  in  any  quan- 
tity until  the  end  of  May,  and  on  one  occasion,  when 
netted  on  Dec.  8,  1883,  ....  there  were  many  fish 
put  back  that  were  qioite  clean  and  perfectly  fresh 
run."  This  passage  quite  bewilders  me.  If  there 
are  "many  fish  "  in  the  river  in  early  December, 
"  clean  and  fresh  run,"  what  has  become  of  them 
by  Feb.  25,  when  the  season  opens  ?  Of  com-se  a 
clean,  fresh-run  fish  in  December  is  simply  a 
springer  that  won't  spawn  for  the  next  twelve 
months.    Where  is  he  in  March  and  April  ? 

Many  thanks,  sir,  for  Mr.  Hough's  letter  in  the 
same  issue.  If  there  be  not  blood-letting,  deep  and 
dire,  after  that  trumpet-call  to  battle,  there  is  neither 
valour  nor  good  manliood  left  alive  in  England 
to-day.  And  that  sweet,  feline  touch  about  the 
pigeon  shooting  which  we  have  been  trying  so  hard 
to  forget ! — Yours  truly,  Mona. 


"  CURIOUS  RECOVERY  OF  A  FLY." 

Deab  Sib, — Reading  Mr.  Charles  A.  Payton's 
letter  on  the  "  Curious  recovery  of  a  fly,"  reminds 
me  of  a  similar  incident  that  took  place  here. 

Mr.  Worsley  Waterworth  was  fishing  for  trout 
here  in  one  of  the  ponds  two  years  ago,  using  a  very 
small-eyed  red  tag  fly,  when,  having  a  rise,  he  struck 
and  felt  the  fish,  but  found  the  gut  came  away  at 
the  eye.  The  following  evening,  fishing  in  the  same 
pond  and  at  the  same  spot,  he  had  another  rise,  but 
did  not  feel  the  fish,  but  he  noticed  what  appeared 
to  be  a  small  piece  of  weed  on  his  fly,  and  reeled  in 
to  take  it  off,  when,  lo  and  behold  !  it  was  the  red  tag 
he  lost  the  previous  evening.  I  was  standing  by  his 
side,  and  immediately  said,  "  Why,  that's  wonderful 
enough  to  write  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  about  !  " 
Mr.  Waterworth  replied,  "  It  would  be  no  use  to  do 
that,  as  no  one  would  believe  it." — Yom's  truly, 
Ne\vport,  Isle  of  Wight.  Pebcy  Wadham. 

SPECIAL  RULES  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — A  syndicate  of  twelve  anglers  are 
making  a  fishing  pond  of  about  one  hundred  acres. 
Could  any  of  yom-  correspondents  kindly  inform  me 
where  a  copy  of  rules  could  be  had  from  a  similar 
body  already  in  existence,  sliowing  how  the  fishing 
is  regulated  amongst  the  individual  anglers,  etc. — • 
Yours  truly,  '  R.  B.  T. 

Dundee. 
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THE  OTHER  END  OF  THE  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sie, — I  read  my  copy  of  the  Fishing  Oazeite 
witli  due  reverence.  The  many  letters  on  "  Light 
Rods  "  amuse  me  ;  but  allow  me,  as  an  old,  very 
old,  fisherman,  to  view  the  question  from  the  other 
end.  An  experience  of  seventy  years  has  led  me  to 
believe  that  it  is  from  the  fly  and  not  from  the  butt 
that  we  should  consider  the  question.  Years  ago, 
when  fishing  on  Aberdeenshire  Dee  in  early  spring — 
would  that  I  dare  attempt  it  now  ! — a  favourite  fly 
for  early  evening  was  mounted  on  a  4in.  iron  ;  this, 
especially  with  a  high  brae  behind,  required  a  very 
heavy  line  and  rod  to  correspond.  Fishing  later  on 
with  a  l  ^in.  iron,  a  lighter  line,  and  again  rod  to 
suit.  Coming  to  trout  fishing,  a  May  Fly  without 
spread  wings  requires  a  heavy  line  and  weighty  rod. 
I  remember  one  day  on  Test,  as  I  sat  watching  a 
good  fish  rising,  a  young  angler,  with  brand-new 
split-cane  rod,  line  and  reel  to  suit,  as  supplied  by 
a  well-known  firm,  waded  breast  high  into  the  water 
and  attempted,  in  the  face  of  a  light  breeze,  to  place 
his  outspreading  May  Fly  over  the  fish.  He  put 
out  about  fifteen  yards  of  his  fine  line,  and  the  fly 
landed  about  one  yard  beyond  his  rod.  After  much 
exertion  he  gave  the  job  up,  and  came  to  sit  down 
by  me.  I  showed  him  my  thick  tapered  line  and 
rod  to  match,  suggesting  that  he  should  try  a  cast 
with  it.  Without  trouble  he  put  nearly  twenty 
yards  of  line  out  straight  against  the  wind,  and 
promptly  proceeded  to  abuse  the  maker  of  his  own 
tackle.  No  doubt  his  rod  would  have  acted  fairly 
well  with  a  000  Dun,  but  even  a  large  Sedge  would 
have  been  a  difficulty.  For  the  chuck  it  and  chance 
it  wet  fly  down  stream,  so  well  described  by  the  old 
poet — • 

Casus  ubique  valet :  semper  tibi  pendeat  hamus  : 
Quo  minime  credas  gurgite  piscis  erit" — 

any  rod  or  line  will  do,  but  fishing  a  wet  fly  up  a 
quick  stream  or  a  dry  fly  is  quite  another  aflair. 

Beyond  this  there  is  another  factor  in  the  ques- 
tion— whatever  the  rod^  let  there  be  power  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  top  joint,  for  that  and  that  alone 
saves  the  fisherman's  arm  by  enabling  him  to  cast 
truly  with  a  minimum  of  exertion  ;  just  as  the  rod 
fails  at  that  part  will  extra  elbow  grease  be  needed. 
Of  com-se  I  am  an  old  duffer,  but  I  hate  your  split- 
cane  rods  because  they  need  ferrules.  Give  me,  for 
all  rods,  a  splice  ;  for  trout,  two  joints,  spliced 
greenheart,  and  I  ask  no  other. — Yours  truly, 
^  S.  A.  H. 

["  S.  A.  H.'s  "  initials  will  be  well  known  to  many 
Hampshire  anglers.  The  very  soimd  advice  to  be 
deducted  from  his  letter  is  to  suit  your  tackle  to 
your  requirements, — -Ed.] 

SPAWNING  TIME  OF  RAINBOW  TROUT 
IN  ENGLAND,  ETC. 

Deab  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  correspon- 
dents kindly  give  me  any  information  as  to  the 
following  : — 

1.  During  what  period  is  the  legal  close  time  for 
rainbow  trout  in  England  ?  Does  it  make  any 
difference  whether  or  not  any  other  species  of  trout 
are  in  the  same  water  ? 

2.  About  what  time  of  the  year  do  rainbow  trout 
usually  spawn  in  England  ? 

3.  Have  they  been  known  to  spawn  during  the 
common  trout  close  season,  through  having  become 
acclimatised  or  otherwise  ? 

4.  Has  any  Fishery  Board  or  other  authority 
successfully  prosecuted  anyone  for  taking  rainbow 
trout  during  the  close  time  for  common  trout  ? 
Are  they  likely  to  do  so  in  the  future  ? 

Any  information  regarding  the  above  will  oblige 
several  anglers, — Yours  truly, 

An  All-Round  Anoleb. 

P.S. — I  have  been  informed  that  no  genuine  angler 
would  fish  for  rainbow  trout  in  England,  because  if 
he  did  during  the  common  trout  close  time  it  would 
be  illegal,  and  if  he  fished  for  them  at  any  other 
period  they  would  not  be  fit  to  take. 

[I  asked  Mr.  E.  Valentine  Corrie,  of  the  Itchen 
River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment,  Chill  and, 
Winchester,  who  has  been  as  successful  as  anybody 
has  with  rainbows  in  this  country,  and  ho  kindly 
replies  as  follows  :— ^ 

My  deab  Mabston, — I  am  glad  to  see  by  yours 
of  March  5  you  have  not  forgotten  my  address.  I 
hope  you  are  in  good  fettle  for  coming  trout  season. 

Rainbows. — I  have  no  first-hand  evidence  of  return 
from  sea,  but  it  might  be  worth  your  while  to  ask 
Mr.  Hardy  if  he  has. 

Spawning  season. — Time  of  spawning  varies  very 
much.  Tame,  hand-fed  rainbows,  in  some  localities, 
spawn  as  early  as  November  or  December. 

Wild  rainbows,  such  as  I  have  in  some  lakes  near 
here,  spawii  in  February  or  March,  sometimes  have 
not  finished  by  early  April. 


Acclimatisation. — Theory  won't  account  for  dif- 
ference in  dates  of  spawning,  because  I  quote  from 
cases  where  both  the  wild  rainbows  and  the  hand- 
fed  ones  were  raised  from  same  parent  fish. 

When  should  rainbows  be  fished  for  ? — -They 
require  fully  three  months'  rest  after  spawning. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  Valentine  Corbie.] 

DONEGAL  SALMON  LICENCES. 

Deab  Sie, — When  prospecting  for  salmon  and 
wliite  trout  in  the  north  of  Ireland  last  year,  I  was 
induced — I  might  even  say  compelled — to  take  out 
two  Government  licences,  costing  £1  each,  which  I 
enclose  for  your  perusal  and  destruction.  The  first 
I  obtained  at  CroUy  Bridge  from  the  proprietor  of 
one  of  the  hotels  in  Dungloo.  But,  on  proceeding 
to  fish  Sir  James  Musgrave's  water  at  Carrick,  I 
was  furnished  (and  charged)  by  the  proprietor  of 
the  Glencolumbkille  Hotel  with  another  licence  (for 
which  I  had  not  applied  nor  intended  to  apply),  on 
the  ground  that  the  licence  I  already  possessed  was 
good  for  the  Letterkenny  district  only,  whereas  the 
Carrick  water  lay  in  the  Ballyshannon  district.  I 
gather,  however,  not  only  from  the  "Anglers' 
Diary,"  but  also  from  correspondence  with  the 
authorities  in  Dublin,  that  a  single  licence  for  203. 
entitles  the  holder  to  fish  for  salmon  with  a  single 
rod  during  a  single  season  in  any  river  or  rivers  in 
Ireland  :  so  that  I  appear  to  have  been  "had"  by 
the  local  "distributors,"  who  presumably  draw 
some  commission  on  the  licences  they  issue,  but  are 
only  empowered  (or  inclined)  to  issue  them  for  the 
waters  connected  with  the  hotels  in  their  own 
immediate  vicinity.  Could  you,  or  any  of  your 
readers,  with  larger,  and  possibly  happier,  experi- 
ence than  I  possess,  kindly  advise  me  whether  such 
treatment  as  I  received  is  habitual  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  and  if  so,  whether  its  recipients  are  gene- 
rally inclined  to  regard  it  as  abominable,  or  merely 
businesslike  ? — Yours  faithfully,  G.  H.  R.  Habt. 

Buxton. 

[One  203.  licence  for  a  salmon  rod  is  all  that  is 
required  for  the  whole  of  Ireland. — Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  TIROL  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  you  could  put 
me  in  the  way  of  renting  some  trout  fishing  in 
Tirol  (or  Hungary)  in  June,  July,  August.  There 
is  probably  a  sporting  paper  published  in  Vienna, 
or  a  fishing  club  journal.  (I  know  there  is  a 
Viennese  fishing  club  and  publication,  but  forget 
the  name.)  My  idea  is  to  rent  one  of  the  'shooting- 
boxes  in  the  mountains  before  the  shooting  begins, 
and  where  there  is  lake  or  river  fly  fishing. — 
Yours  truly,  Fobellen. 

ELASTIC  HOOK  HOLDER. 

Deab  Sie, — I  am  glad  to  see  that  yovir  correspon- 
dent "  C.  D.  F."  has  anticipated  an  intention  of  my 
own  in  noticing  a  "  wrinkle  "  picked  up  in  West 
Ireland,  it  may  have  been  about  thirty  years  ago. 
If  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him,  he  might  have 
seen  the  india-rubber  ring  in  constant  use,  but  I 
generally  place  it  above  the  reel  upon  the  corkjor 
other  handle  of  my  rods,  and  use  it  as  was  done  by 
Sergeant  W.  Ross,  well  known  upon  the  shores  and 
water  of  Lough  Arrow.  To  secure  one's  dap  or  tail 
fly,  the  casting  line  just  above  this  is  held  half  round 
the  handle  above  the  round  ring,  which  is  then  rolled 
over  the  loop  so  formed.  A  slight  pull  on  the  free 
part  of  the  cast  immediately  releases  the  dap  or  fly 
without  injiu-y,  and  the  hold  is  sufficient  to  allow  of 
any  slack  line  being  wound  in.  Another  use  of 
india-rubber  is  to  place  one  of  the  red  washers  often 
used  in  conjunction  with  a  white  delf  stopper — to 
insulate  the  contents  of  a  beer-bottle — upon  the 
butt  joint  of  one's  rod,  where  the  washer  assumes  a 
somewhat  conical  form,  base  towards  the  hand.  In 
a  Scotch  mist  or  on  an  Irish  wet  day  the  arrangement 
intercepts  the  trickling  stream  of  water  which  runs 
down  one's  rod  and  often  up  one's  sleeve,  dropping 
harmlessly  from  the  india-rubber  washer  instead. 

I  hope  to  send  you  a  further  contribution  as  to 
handy  means  of  suspending  landing-nets  invented 
by  a  neighboiw  here.  One  which  I  used  for  a  long 
time  myself  in  appearance  nearly  resembled  your 
illustration  to  the  Baden-Powell  rod.  Fishing 
Gazette,  March  7,  p.  167  ;  but  at  the  lower  end, 
where  a  swivel  is  shown,  a  small-sized  brass  curtain 
ring  was  fastened  to  the  handle.  Through  this  ring 
the  end  of  the  long  strap  passed  with  an  easy  button- 
hole near  the  point,  which  was  brought  up  in  front 
of  one  and  slipped  on  a  hook  attached  to  the  strap 
in  a  position  quickly  found  by  one's  left  hand.  One 
movement  grasped  the  handle  and  released  the  strap, 
which  ran  through  the  ring,  placing  the  net  at  once 
in  action. 

I  always  carried  the  not  on  the  left  side  purse  in 
front. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

{Several  leUers  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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SATURDAY,  MARCH  2Ist,  1903^ 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR} 

Casting  Powers  of  Rod.s  and  Lines  in  Damp 
AND  Dry  Weather. 
With  reference  to  my  speculative  note  on  this 
subject  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  7,  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Albert  Gregson,  of  Bolton, 
as  follows  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  interested  in  your  issue 
of  March  7  re  the  casting  power  of  rods  and  lines 
in  damp  and  dry  weather. 

"  Regarding  the  effect  of  damp  upon  rods,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  they  are  made  more  '  swoppy  '  by 
absorbing  moisture,  notwithstanding  the  varnish 
they  are  covered  with.  No  doubt  this  has  a  great 
effect  upon  the  casting  power  of  both  rod"  and 
man. 

"  But  as  regards  your  '  theory '  as  to  the  effect  of 
damp  weather  upon  the  casting  Une,  I  think  you 
are  wrong— at  any  rate,  as  to  its  appUcation.  You 
say :— '  In  a  heavy,  damp-laden,  depressing  atmos- 
phere no  rod  and  Une  will  do  so  much  with  the  same 
force  applied  as  on  a  bright  dry  day.'  I  agree  in 
this,  but  not  for  the  same  reason.  You  suggest  that 
moisture  in  the  air  offers  resistance  to  the  passage 
of  a  greased  line  in  the  same  way  as  the  water  of  a 
river  or  pond  resists  the  line  from  sinking  to  the 
bottom.    In  this,  again,  I  think  you  are  wrong. 

"  Now,  I  think  I  am  right  in  "saying  the  denser 
any  substance  is  the  more  resistance  it  offers  to  any 
other  substance  passing  through  it,  and  as  all  solids 
have  a  tendency,  through  the  power  of  the  earth's 
attraction,  to  sink  to  the  ground,  therefore  the 
denser  the  medium  through  which  any  suostance 
passes,  the  longer  it  is  in  reaching  that  ground.  It 
is  the  comparative  heavier  density  of  water  to  some 
kinds  of  grease  that  prevents  the  fatted  hne  from 
sinking.  But  as  regards  the  greased  line  passing 
through  damp-laden  air,  the  condition  of  things  is 
changed  somewhat— in  fact,  I  beUeve  myself  the 
causes  and  effect  are  reversed. 

"  A  damp-laden  atmosphere  is  lighter  than  a  dry 
atmosphere.  Does  not  the  barometer  prove  this'? 
A  damp  atmosphere  is  charged  with  water- vapour, 
and  water-vapour  is  lighter  than  air.    Does  not 


steam  rise  ?  Now,  I  think  it  is  because  a  damp, 
light  atmosphere  offers  less  resistance  to  a  greased 
line  that  the  casting  power  is  reduced,  and  for  this 
reason  :  the  medium  through  which  it  is  passing 
(in  a  kind  of  suspension)  is  less  dense,  therefore  the 
line  becomes  more  susceptible  to  the  earth's  attrac- 
tion and  so  more  quickly  meets  its  fate.  [This 
argument  applies  only  to  the  drop  of  the  line,  not 
to  its  forward  motion. — H.  R.  M.] 

"  Watch  the  smoke  from  a  chimney  on  a  bright, 
dry  day,  how  it  sails  along  in  an  inchned  plane  ever 
upwards  till  lost  to  sight.  There  is  a  heavy  body 
of  air  underneath  it  supporting  it  as  if  on  wings. 
So  it  is  with  a  casting  hne  on  a  bright,  dry  day. 
But  look  at  the  reverse  of  the  picture  on  a  danip 
(and  what  we  call  a  dirty)  day,  see  the  smoke  then, 
how  it  curls  and  sinks ;  there  is  not  the  same  dense 
atmosphere  underneath  to  bear  it  up,  and  so  it  falls 
to  the  ground.  The  same  with  a  line.  I  must  here 
add  that  resistance  to  a  Une  or  other  soUd  travelUng 
in  a  vertical  and  horizontal  plane  are  different 
matters.  But  I  must  close,  although  the  subject 
is  fascinating  and  opens  up  subjects  for  study,  inas- 
much that  when  one  understands  the  cause  the  cure 
is  so  much  nearer  reaUsation. 

''  I  must  really  apologise  for  thus  troubUng  you, 
being  a  complete  stranger,  as  it  were,  but  I  have 
taken  such  interest  in  your  paper  and  the  many 
deUghtful  articles,  that  I  hope  you  will  excuse  this 
effusion.— Yours  truly,       "  Albert  Gregson."- 

I  confess  that  I  had  always  looked  upon  a  damp- 
laden  atmosphere  as  heavier  than  a  dry  one  ;  but 
even  if  it  is  not,  I  still  think  that  the  greased  Une 
does  not  get  through  it  so  easily  as  an  ungreased 
one.  I  thought  possibly  Dr.  Keltic,  the  editor  of 
Nature,  might  be  able  to  throw  a  Une— I  mean  a 
Ught — on  the  subject. 

"  Dear  M.irston,— I  am  sorry  to  say  I  cannot 
solve  the  problem,  which  is  a  purely  physical  one  ; 
but  I  have  forwarded  the  letters  to  Dr.  H.  R.  Mill, 
of  the  British  Rainfall  Organisation,  and  asked  him 
to  write  direct  to  you.— Yours  very  truly, 

"J.  S.  Keltie.'' 


Dr.  Mill  very  kindly  repUes  as  follows 
"  Dear  Sir,- My  friend.  Dr.  Keltie,  has  asked 
me  to  reply  to  your  letter  to  him  about  the  greater 
resistance  offered  to  the  passage  of  a  greased  line 
through  the  air  in  wet  than  in  di-y  weather.  The 
effect,  so  far  as  the  Une  is  concerned,  is  not  what  I 
should  have  anticipated,  and  apart  from  any 
possible  action  of  raindrops  the  resistance  of  the  air 
should  be  less  rather  than  greater  in  damp  weather, 
as  the  density  of  water- vapour  is  somewhat  less  than 
that  of  air.  I  doubt,  however,  if  the  variations  of 
density  in  the  air  would  produce  an  appreciable 
effect. 

"  The  action  of  grease  on  a  floating  body  immersed 
in  water  is  very  pecuUar.  even  the  slightest  film  of 
it  produces  remarkable  disturbances  in  the  reading 
of  a  hydrometer,  for  example,  by  altering  the 
surface  tension  of  the  liquid. 

"  My  own  feeUng  is  that  the  damp  atmosphere 
is  more  Ukely  to  affect  the  angler  than  his  Une  ; 
but  if  experiment  shows  that  there  is  a  difference 
in  the  use  of  a  greased  and  a  clean  Une,  it  is  certainly 
a  matter  which  it  would  be  interesting  to  investigate 
soientifically. 

"  But  first  let  the  experiment  be  tried  with  two 
lines  of  the  same  diameter  and  weight  used  alter- 
nately on  the  same  rod  by  the  same  man,  preferably 
one  who  does  not  know  what  result  to  expect. 

"  To  my  mind  the  difference  in  the  behaviour  of 
the  clean  and  the  greasy  Une  in  wet  weather  is  more 
interesting  than  the  difference  in  the  action  of  wet 
and  dry  weather  on  either  Une,  for  different  weathers 
imply  differences  in  the  elasticity  of  the  rod  and  the 
energy  of  its  wielder,  which  might  disturb  the  com- 
parison.— Yours  sincerely, 

"  Hugh  Robert  Mill." 
I  hope  to  carry  out  Dr.  Mill's  sugsestion  on  some 
favourable  opportunity,  and  am  quite  prepared  to 
find  that  there  is  more  imagination  than  anything 
else  in  my  idea  that  in  wet  weather'greater  resistance 
is  offered  to  the  passage  through  it  of  a  greased  line 
than  to  an  ungreased  one. 

Rainbows  Want  Cold  Water. 
Mr.  James   Watt,    of   McNutt   BuilcUng,  San 
Francisco,  writes  to  me  with  reference  to  the  letter 


Trout  Fishing  to  Let  ox  the  Wandle.— Trout  fishing  to 
let  on  the  Wandle.  ten  minutes'  walk  from  Jlitcham  Junction. 
Stretch  of  water  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Address,  31., 
4,  RajTiiond's  Buildings,  Holborn. 


from  Mr.  Briggs  about  failure  with  rainbows 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  recently  :— 
"San  Francisco,  Feb.  18,  190.3. 
Dear  Mr.  Marston.— The  Fishing  Gazette 
came  duly  to  hand,  and  I  have  read  with  much 
interest  the  views  of  the  anglers  relative  to  the 
rainbow  trout  rising  to  a  fly. 

"  We  have  here  at  times  similar  results  ;  more 
especially  i.s  this  noticeable  in  our  mountain  lakes. 
During  the  second  and  third  months  of  the  open 
season— May  and  June— the  rainbow  trout  take  a 
fly  very  reacUly.  In  July,  August,  and  September 
lake  fishing  is  quite  frequently  very  poor.  Anglers 
in  Lahfornia  figure  that  the  extreme  heat  during  the 
summer  months  has  much  to  do  with  the  sport. 
The  waters  in  the  lakes— say,  from  8ft.  to  10ft.  in 
depth— get  quite  warm,  and  the  trout  naturally 
seek  the  bottom,  where  it  is  cooler.  TrolUng  at 
best  IS  poor  sport;  hence  we  give  up  the  lake 
fishing,  and  visit  such  rivers  as  the  Truckcc  and 
Sacramento,  the  waters  of  which  are  continually 
cold  and  afford  excellent  sport  to  the  fly-fisherman. 

'  I  herewith  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Walter  D.  Mansfield,  President  San  Francisco 
Fly  Casting  Club,  which  explains  itself.— Yours 
truly,  "James  Watt.'J 

"  Dear  Mr.  Watt,— It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that 
our  royal  rainbow  trout  does  not  thrive  in  the  waters 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Briggs,  and  that  he  can  not  expe- 
rience the  '  battle  royal  '  -n  hich  the  rainbow  gives 
in  his  native  waters. 

"  It  is  hard  to  account  for  the  change  of  habit 
which  comes  to  the  transplanted  trout  of  whatever 
variety. 

''  As  you  know,  the  rainbow  thrives  best  and 
fights  harder  in  the  cold  waters  of  the  swift-running 
mountain  streams,  which  are  his  natural  habitat, 
and  it  is  possibly  the  reverse  of  these  conditions 
which  has  changed  the  natural  habit  of  the  fish 
transplanted  in  the  tarn  in  Ribblesdale.  I  notice 
from  the  cUpping  in  Mr.  Briggs'  letter  that  for  the 
first  three  years  the  rainbow  rose  fairly  well  to  the 
fly.  That  suggests  to  me  that  possibly  they  may 
have  grown  rapidly  and,  as  happens  "in  some  of 
our  streams,  joined  company  with  those  '  big 
feUows  '  of  41b.  to  71b..  who  stick  close  to  the  big 
pools  and  seldom  rise  to  a  fly,  and  are  only  taken 
with  spoon  or  minnow,  but  can  generally  be  de- 
pended on  for  the  latter  lure.  You  know,  however, 
how  I  feel  on  the  subject  of  using  anything  but  a 
fly  for  trout,  so  it  is  seldom  the  fly-fisherman  takes 
in  the  Truckee  these  monsters,  and  must  be  satisfied 
with  the  medium  big  ones  of  from  lib.  to  31b.,  but 
if  there  is  anything  more  exciting  than  a  fair 'fight 
with  a  21b.  rainbow  in  the  rushing  waters  of  the 
snow-fed  rivers  of  our  CaUfornia  mountains  -nith  5oz. 
rod  and  gossamer  leader,  I  have  never  heard  of  it.— 
Yours  truly,  "W.  D.  Man.sfield.'1 

I  am  afraid  it  must  be  a  mistake  to  suppose  rain- 
bows can  stand  more  heat  than  our  trout.  I  know 
a  case  where  a  grand  lot  of  rainbows  up  to  31b.  all 
died  from  the  heat,  when  the  bro^sTi  trout  in  the 
same  water  (ponds  fed  from  a  river)  escaped  from  the 
effects  of  the  heat.  According  to  Mr.  Mansfield  the 
rainbow  does  best  in  cold  snow-fed  mountain 
streams,  and  he  ought  to  know  as  he  Uves  among 
them.  I  know  some  people  think  I  have  thrown 
cold  water  on  them,  but  this  is  not  the  case.  I  like 
the  rainbow,  and  for  that  reason  do  not  Uke  to  see 
disappointment  caused  by  placing  him  in  waters  in 
which  he  ^ill  not  thrive  or  will  not  stay. 

On  Waterproofed  Lines. 

In  the  number  for  Feb.  25  of  the  German  anglers' 
gazette  (Deutsche  Angler-Zeitung)  I  see  some  cor- 
respondents refer  to  their  experiences  ^ith  water- 
proofed Unes.  "  An  old  Sportangler  '-  laj's  do\ra 
the  law  as  foUows  :  — 

"  AU  Unes  prepared  with  Unseed  oil  soon  get  hard 
and  brittle  when  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sun 
and  water.  We  have  proof  of  this  (he  adds)  in  the 
very  expensive  EngUsh  '  Superior  Waterproof  Silk 
and  Braided  Lines,'  which  have  an  extraordinarily 
beautiful  polish,  cast  well,  and  are  absolutely  water- 
proof, and  anglers  who  do  not  mind  the  expense  of 
ha%-ing  to  procure  two  or  three  each  season,  give 
them  the  preference,  although  they  know  that  the 
line  has  no  durability.  I  have  used  them  mj'self  in 
.spinning  and  find  them  first-rate  for  casting,  and  at 
first  arc  strong  enough,  but  after  using  one  twenty  or 
thirty  times  little  breaks  or  cracks  appeared  in  the 
enamel  surface  which  has  become  harder,  and  at 
these  defective  places  the  Une  breaks  under  a 
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moderate  strain.  The  fault  lies  with  the  linseed 
oil,  which  has  become  hard  and  therefore  brittle. 
I  consider  a  dressed  line  to  be  more  durable  than  an 
undressed  one,  provided  no  linseed  oil  or  other 
'  degenerating '-  material  has  been  used  in  the 
dressing.'' 

Another  correspondent,  Mr.  Georg  Meixner,  says 
that  he  tried  soaking  flax  lines  in  hot  linseed  oil  and 
hanging  them  up  to  dry,  and  two  months  after,  when 
he  wanted  to  use  them,  found  the  lines  so  rotten 
as  to  break  with  the  least  pviU,  whereas  before  being 
ch-essed  he  could  not  break  them.  He  adds  that 
for  the  last  two  years  he  has  used  another  prepara- 
tion with  great  success.  He  soaks  twisted  flax  line 
in  Marsol,  and  found  that  it  remained  always  soft 
and  greasy,  and  that  this  fat  does  not  wash  out  in 
water  like  other  fats.  What  Marsol  is  I  do  not 
know.  Mr.  G.  M.  says  it  can  be  got  at  any  chemist's. 

The  Oil  not  to  Blame — How  to  Use  It. 

It  is  a  great  mistake,  I  think,  on  the  part  of  our 
German  friends  to  blame  the  linseed  oil,  as  lines 
properly  dressed  with  pure  boiled  linseed  oil  will 
last  for  many  years.  I  have  one  which  Mr.  Walbran, 
of  Leeds,  sent  me  some  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  which 
was  dressed  under  the  air-pump  according  to  the 
directions  given  by  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford,  who 
was,  I  believe,  the  first  to  publish  the  air-pump 
method  (which  was  told  him  by  the  late  Mr.  Deller, 
of  Messrs,  Eaton  &  Deller).  The  hne  in  question 
has  had  very  hard  use  and  no  particular  care,  but  it 
never  got  hard  or  cracked  or  brittle  or  rotten. 

Few  men  ever  had  such  experience  in  salmon 
fishing  as  the  late  Major  John  P.  Traheme.  I  have 
often  republished  his  method  of  dressing  a  line  since 
he  first  gave  it  to  me  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  many 
years  ago  ;  he  used  a  mixture  of  raw  linseed  oil  and 
best  copal  varnish,  boiling  the  mixture  until  it 
singes  a  feather  (this  should  be  done  out  of  doors 
owing  to  the  iaflammable  nature  of  the  mixture). 
"  When  this  mixture  is  cold,  put  the  line  in  to  soak 
for  a  week  or  more.  When  thoroughly  saturated, 
on  a  fine  diy  day  stretch  the  hne  between  two 
posts  and  carefully  remove  the  superfluous  dressing 
with  the  hand  or  a  bit  of  cloth.  It  should  not 
remain  out,  in  its  first  stage  of  drying,  in  the  rain,  as 
a  very  few  drops  will  spoil  it  and  the  dressing  will 
come  off.'' 

The  Dressing  Continued. 

Major  Traherne  goes  on  to  point  out  that  "  when 
the  outer  coating  is  tolerably  dry,  which  will  be  in 
about  a  week  in  warm  weather,  wet  will  not  affect 
it,  although  it  will  be  advisable  not  to  leave  it  out 
in  the  rain  at  any  time  if  it  can  be  avoided. 

"  In  about  a  fortnight  after  it  has  been  out  the  line 
should  be  redipped  in  the  oil,  and  the  operation  of 
stretching  and  removing  the  superfluous  dressing 
repeated.  This  will  be  found  sufficient,  and  nothing 
will  remain  but  to  allow  it  to  dry,  and  it  should  not 
be  fished  with  for  at  least  six  months  after  being 
dressed.  It  may  be  hung  up  indoors,  but  it  will  be 
advisable,  whenever  the  weather  is  favourable,  to 
put  it  in  the  open  air.  The  best  months  for  per- 
forming the  operation  of  dressing  are  June,  July, 
August,  and  September.'' 

Major  Traherne  goes  on  to  point  out  that  the 
reason  why  so  many  of  the  beautiful  looking  shop 
lines  get  hard  and  brittle  and  crack  and  then  rot  is 
that  the  manufacturers,  in  order  to  make  the  lines 
quickly,  use  driers  with  the  oil,  causing  the  line  to 
"  knuckle "-  in  use.  "  There  is  no  mistaking  a 
'  knuckled  '•  line  ;  instead  of  the  bcanitiful  even  coil 
which  came  out  of  the  shop,  after  use  every  few 
inches  or  so  the  varnish  cracks  off  in  fine  dust  and 
a  small  white  ring  appears,  giving  the  line  the 
appearance  of  the  knuckles  of  the  finger." 

Major  Traherne  adds,  and  I  know  he  spoke  from 
a  lifetime  of  practical  experience,  that  he  will 
guarantee  that  Unes  dressed  as  he  recommends  will 
last  for  years  if  taken  care  of  and  dried  after  fishing. 

One  of  the  German  anglers,  who  says  linseed  oil 
rots  Hues,  says  he  soaked  his  in  hot  oil  !  If  he  put 
the  line  in  and  boiled  it,  no  wonder  the  strength  of 
the  line  was  destroyed  ! 

If  I  lived  in  the  country  and  had  nothing  else  to 
do,  I  might  go  to  the  trouble  of  dressing  my  own 
line?,-  though  I  think  it  would  probably  be  cheaper 
and  better  to  get  one  of  the  many  excellent  lines 
now  obtainable  of  any  fishing  tackle  maker 

,  To  Test  Deessed  Lines; 

A  good  test  of  a  dressed  line  is  to  hold  a  bit  of  it 
near  the  end  between  the  nails  of  the  fingers  and 
thumbs  and  bend  it  bacJ^wE^rds  and  forwards — if  the 


dressing  is  brittle  it  will  break  up  and  look  white. 
To  test  a  soft  dressing  hold  about  three  inches  tightly 
in  each  hand,  twist  each  end  in  opposite  directions, 
and  then  pull  it — if  the  dressing  is  too  thick  and  new 
it  will  peel  oft'.  I  have  done  this  sometimes  in  a 
shop  when  buying  a  Une  and  have  been  told  it  was 
hardly  a  fair  test.  It  is  not  if  pushed  to  extremes, 
but  casting  a  hne  in  fly-fishing  and  spinning  is  not 
less  severe ;  very  often  one  has  to  pull  on  a  kink 
without  knowing  it,  and  there  is  no  more  severe 
test  than  that.  The  use  of  deer's  fat  on  a  line  is  a 
great  protection  to  it,  as  it  reduces  the  friction 
against  the  rod  and  rings  so  much. 


Selling  Coarse  Fish  in  their  Fence  Months. 

I  think  it  is  well  to  call  special  attention  to  the 
notice  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  of  London,  in 
our  advertisement  columns,  respecting  the  sale  or 
attempted  sale  of  fresh-water  fish  in  their  fence 
months.    It  may  save  trouble. 


The  34lb.  Wye  Pike. 


"  1st  Prize.— Photo  taken  by  Archie  L.  Crouch, 
Merrick  House,  Monmouth,  of  a  pike,  caught  by 
Mr.  Tom  Pembridge,  of  Chippenham  Gate-street, 
Monmouth,  on  Feb.  23,  in  Wye  water,  with  rod  and 
line.  The  fish  measures  exactly  four  feet  in  length, 
and  turns  the  scale  at  3i\h."South  Wales  Graphic. 

The  editor  of  the  South  Wales  Graphic  kindly 
lends  me  this  illustration  of  Mr.  Pembridge's  fine 
pike.  The  photograph  appears  to  have  distorted 
the  jaws  a  little. 


Capture  of  a  big  Red  Tunny  or  Tuna.- 
One  of  our  subscribers  at  Biarritz  sends  me  par- 
ticulars of  an  enormous  thon,  rouge,  or  red  tuimy, 
captured  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Biarritz.  M.  Herron,  who  sends  me  the  particu- 
lars, says  he  saw  the  fish,  which  was  exhibited  in  a 
cask  at  Bayonne  and  then  sent  on  to  Marseilles.  It 
was  seen  by  some  fishermen  strugglmg  in  the  sea 
and  gradually  being  washed  ashore  by  the  waves ; 


it  was  harpooned  and  secured;  According  to  La 
Gazette  Illustree,  a  Biarritz  paper,  it  weighed  about 
9001b.,  was  six  feet  in  length,  and  over  eight  feet  in 
circumference ;  such  a  fine  specimen  had  never 
before  been  seen  there. 


A  Tragedy  in  a  Trout  Pond, 
The  Yorkshire  Post  has  an  account  of  a  "  singular 
misfortune ''  which  happened  to  the  young  trout  in 
Ayton  Pond;  I  am  not  sure  that  it  might  not  bo 
better  called  a  "  plural  misfortune.''  Here  is  the 
account : — "  During  the  recent  heavy  floods  the 
Derwent  rose  so  high  that  the  swollen  waters 
reached  the  pond,  carrying  into  it  several  big  trout, 
which,  after  the  subsidence,  were  noticed  to  be 
enjoying  an  aldermanic  feast  on  their  small  relations^ 
The  pond  was,  therefore,  netted  to  remove  the 
cannibals,  when  it  was  found  that  as  the  big  fish 
had  increased  in  bulk,  the  poor  juveniles  had 
decreased  in  number  in  inverse  ratio,  with  the 
result,  it  is  feared,  that  very  few  are  left."- 

Trout  Rods  to  Let; 

I  believe  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  of  the  South  of 
England  Fisheries,  Salisbury,  has  some  rods  to 
let  on  good  trout  water  and  will  send  particulars. 
He  has  recently  got  out  a  sheet  of  "  Instructions  to 
Keepers  and  Under- Keepers,"-  which  ought  to  bo 
framed  and  hung  up  in  every  keeper's  house. 


A  Fine  Fishery  for  Sale  in  the  Tirol,- 
Mr.  W.  H.  Pope  has  also  for  sale  a  trout  breeding 
establishment  and  excellent  trout  fishing  in  twelve 
rivers  and  several  lakes  in  the  Tirol,  easy  of  access 
from  Innsbruck  and  about  two  and  a-half  miles  from 
a  station.  There  is  a  small  and  prettily  furnished 
house  which  will  be  sold  with  the  properly.  The 
trout  rise  to  fly  freely,  and  the  stream  is  fairly  wide. 
The  rivers  have,  however,  never  been  seriously 
fished  over.  Price  £4300.  The  journey  is  thiity 
hours  from  England. 


Sport  in  Australia; 
Mr.  Sid.  R.  Bellingham.  of  Sj'dney,  editor  of  the 
"  Australian  Shooting  and  Fishing  Annual,"  sends 
me  a  copy  of  his  very  interesting  work  for  1903. 
Among  the  contents  are  articles  on — "  In  Quest  of 
Jewfish,"  by  S.  Macdonnell ;  "The  Shooting 
Season— 1902,"  by  S.  R.  Bellingham;  "Leaves 
from  Sydney  Angler's  Notebook,"  by  F.  M.  Harpur  ; 
"  AngHng  in  Tasmania,"  by  Andrew  Kirk ;  "  A 
few  Days  among  the  Quail,"  by  John  Neild  ;  "The 
Bear  and  the  Dynamite"  ;  "Shooting  and  Fishing 
Resorts,  etc."    It  is  nicely  illustrated. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  Fishing  Splendidly. 
I  am  very  glad  to  hear  from  that  good  and 
true  angler,  Mr.  David  Pine,  that  Lake  Vyrnwy, 
North  Wales,  "  is  fishing  splendidly  this  year, 
although  we  have  had  to  face  stormy  winds  and  all 
kinds  of  '  wetness,'  including  hail,  sleet,  snow,  and 
rain.  I  have  killed  about  seventy  good  trout  up  to 
date,  some  of  them  real  beauties."  I  have  asked 
Mr.  Pine  to  send  me  a  few  particulars.  He  says 
"  the  little  hotel  is  as  comfortable  as  ever,  and 
Miss  Davies  is  a  perfect  hostess."-  That  is  what 
the  "  Amateur  An  ler"  said  some  years  ago. 

R.  B.  Marston; 


The  Reduction  of  Fines  in  Irel.4.nd. — At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Fishery  Board  of  Con- 
servators the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  magistrates' 
fines  on  poachers  was  again  considered.  The  chair 
was  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  Blood-Smyth,  solicitor.  A 
letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  stating  that  the  matter  of  the 
reduction  of  fines  for  breach  of  the  fishery  laws  was 
one  entirely  for  the  consideration  of  his  Excellency 
the  Lord-Lieutenant. — Mr.  Vansittart  said  that  the 
department  ought  to  take  the  thing  up,  as  it  was 
disgraceful. — The  chairman  said  it  was  impossible 
to  understand  how  the  department  dealt  with  these 
cases.  He  thought  the  Government  ought  to  come 
to  their  assistance.  They  were  doing  all  in  their 
power  to  protect  the  fisheries,  but  were  getting  no 
help. — The  following  resolution  was  adopted  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Place,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bannatyne : 
"That  we,  the  Limerick  Board  of  Conservators, 
return  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  Press  of  the  United 
Kingdom  for  the  general  publicity  given  to  the 
difficulties  which  we  have  to  contend  with  in  carry- 
ing out  the  fishery  laws,  caused  by  the  persistent 
reduction  by  the  Irish  Government,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord-Lieutenant,  of  the  fines  inflicted  for  fishery 
offences." — Field. 
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INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TEOUT  ANGLING. 
By  AuQtrsTus  Geimblb, 
Author  of  if  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc.- 


{Continued  from  page  178.) 
CHAPTER  IV: 


Banffshire  and  Elgin,  or  Morayshire,  and  why 
the  last-mentioned  little  county  should  be  blessed 
with  two  names  is  one  of  those  freaks  which  no  good 
angler  can  quite  understand,  for  every  county  in 
the  United  Kingdom  could  equally  well  lay  claim 
to  a  dual  designation,  and  then  only  fancy  the 
dreadful  geographical  confusion  that  would  ensue — 
but  asking   the  reader's  pardon  for  this  sHght 
digression,  I  will  proceed  to  point  out  that  the 
Spey  with  its  tributary  the  Avon,  together  with 
the  Fmdhorn  and  the  Deveron,  are  the  only  rivers 
in  these  two  counties  in  which  there  is  free,  or 
nearly  free,  fishing  for  sabnonidcB  to  be  had,  and 
precious  little  of  that.     To  commence  with  the 
splendid  Spey,  the  only  open  part  of  it  is  from  the 
Craigellachie  Hotel,  v/ith  three  good  pools  on  the 
left  bank  which,  except  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays, 
are  free  to  visitors,  though  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
number  of  rods,  and  all  lures  are  permitted  and 
trousers  are  wanted.    The  water  is  close  at  hand  ; 
the  hotel  terms  are  70s.  a  week,  and  ghillie  5s.  a 
day  with  his  lunch. 

i  have  never  actually  fished  this  water,  though 
I  have  often  walked  past  its  three  pools,  which 
are  a^  likely-locking  ones  as  could  be  desired,  the 
Bridge  Pool  being  specially  fascinating.  I  have 
frequently  fished  the  waters  immediately  above 
and  below  the  hotel  section,  and  from  the  middle 
of  September— when  the  tourist  rush  is  over— to 
the  end  of  the  Spey  season  on  Oct.  15  I  have 
seldom  seen  more  than  two  rods  at  work,  and  often 
only  one,  and  I  would  take  a  chance  on  these 
hotel  pools  during  the  last  fortnight  of  the  season 
feeling  confident  of  having  some  sport,  even  though 
the  Spey  has  deteriorated  very  much  of  late  years 
in  the  face  of  the  zealous  protection  afforded  to  it 
by  a  staff  of  fifty  bailiffs  and  the  help  of  the  Duke 
of  Richmond's  fish  hatchery  at  Fochabers,  which, 
I  believe,  is  the  largest  and  best  managed  in  the 
kingdom,  for  it  hatches  over  half  a  million  ova 
each  season,  of  which  about  one  hundred  thousand 
are  kept  in  the  nursery  until  they  are  a  year  old, 
which  ensures  a  much  greater  chance  for  their 
eventual  growth  into  salmon. 

With  a  drainage  area  of  1097    square  miles 
and  a  course  of  100  miles  the  Spey  is  the  largest 
but  one  of  all  the  Scotch  rivers.    Though  there  are 
always  clean  fiish  in  it  on  Feb.  11— the  opening  day 
—the  cream  of  the  spring  angling  is  from  the 
middle  of  March  to  the  end  of  April,  and  at  that 
time  of  year  a  visitor  to  the  Craigellachie  Hotel 
would  probably  have  the  water  pretty  much  to 
himself ;  anyway,  he  would  be  certain  of  excitement 
in  contests  with  many  well-mended  kelts,  and  until 
a  fish  becomes  clearly  visible  there  is  always  a  hope 
that  it  may  be  a  takeable  one,  and  even  those  who 
have  had  long  experience  may  be  at  times  deceived. 
I  well   remember  hooking  a  heavy  fish   in  the 
Stone  Pool  of  the  Aboyne  Hotel  water  which  lost 
no  time  in  dashing  straight  down  stream ;  my 
ghillie— a  very  old  hand— ran  down  to  inspect. 
"Just  a  brute  of  a  kelt,  sir,"  came  the  cry,  so  I 
handed  the  rod  to  a  lady  who  was  looking  on.  It 
was  her  first  experience  of  rod,  or  reel,  or  salmon, 
and  so,   needless    to  say,   she   did  everything 
that  she  ought    not    to    have    done,   while  1 
stood  by  hoping   the  fish  would  speedily  avail 
himself   of    the   many  chances   of  escape  that 
were  offered  it;   but  no!   he  stuck   on   till  he 
was   beaten   and    floated   ashore,    and    as  my 
ghillie  grasped  its  tail,  he  exclaimed— startled  out 
of  all  propriety— "Awm  dommed  if  it  am't  clean 
after  all,"  and  so  it  was,  and  221b.  too.    But  to 
return  to  the  Spey.    In  the  spring  of  1892  two  of 
us,  fishmg  above  Craigellachie,  took  in  a  fow  weeks 
117  kelts,  all  of  which  were,  of  course,  returned  to 
the  water  quite  unmjured.    There  is  one  so-called 
poacher  of  the  Spey  for  whom  I  would  put  in  a 
good  word— namely,  our  pretty  little  friend  the 
"  water  jock,"  as  it  js  named  on  Speyside— that 
quick  moving,  energetic  little  blackbird  with  the 
white   breast   that  we   call  the  "water  ouzel." 
These  are  shot  down  at  all  seasons  as  they  are 
regarded  as  caters  of  ova.    There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  ouzel  dees  consume  a  certain  amount  of  mehss 
ova  as  it  is  carried  down  stream,  but  certainly  its 


chief  food  is  not  salmon  roe,  and  it  does  not  harry 
the  actual  spawning  beds.  The  water  shrimp  is 
its  principal  diet,  and  the  extermination  of  these 
pretty  confiding  little  birds  is  certainly  not  to  be 
desired.' 

The  salmon  of  the  Spey  average  161b.;  and  grilse 
51b.  _  Trousers  are  wanted  on  two  of  the  hotel  pools, 
and  in  spring  and  autumn  sea-trout  and  finnock 
enter  them.  The  Spey  fly,  hke  the  Spey  cast  and 
the  Spey  rod,  differs  from  all  others;  the  locals 
place  much  faith  in  the  tinsel,  and  it  is  quite  common 
to  hear  one  ghillie  say  to  another,  after  a  study  of 
the  clouds,  the  light,  and  the  river,  "Well,  I'm 
just  thinking  it  will  be  a  gold  day  "  ;  or  a  silver  one, 
according  to  what  he  has  observed. 

Most  of  the  tackle-makers  dress  the  Spey  flies, 
but  to  me  they  always  seem  to  lack  the  character  of 
those  that  are  dressed  by  the  natives  of  the  strath 
Nearly  all  flies  are  hackled  with  the  Spey  cock— a 
big  long  nondescript  feather  with  lengthy  fibres 
often  turning  "  fluffy  towards  the  butt— somewhat 
in  the  style  of  the  eagle's  hackle.  These  cocks  are 
a  cross  between  the  Hambro  cock  and  the  old 
Scottish  mottled  hen;  The  hackle  and  the  tinsel 
are  wound  on  the  reverse  way  to  each  other— that 
IS,  if  the  hackle  turns  from  left  to  right,  the 
tinsel  turns  from  right  to  left ;  they  are  not  much 
to  look  at  when  compared  to  a  Durham  Ranger  or 
any  other  "gaudie,'-  but  once  in  the  water  they  are 
full  of  Ufe  and  show,  and  they  will  kill  almost  any- 
where. There  are  literally  hundreds  of  variations 
of  these  flies;  the  best  known  are  the  Purple  (the 
'Purpey''  as  they  call  it),  Green  and  Black 
Kmgs,  Gold  and  Silver  Heron,  Lord  March 
the  Dallas,  Lady  Caroline,  Lady  Florence,  and 
Miss  Elinor. 

But  the  angler  at  Craigellachie  who  may  be  in 
want  of  Spey  flies  cannot  do  better  than  walk 
towards  Aberlour  and  interview  "  Geordie"  Shanks, 
who,  as  he  ties  all  the  Gordon  Castle  flies— no  small 
matter— may  perhaps  not  have  a  supply  ready  to 
hand,  in  which  case  only  a  few  steps  further  on  is 
the  shop  of  Stewart,  of  Aberlour,  who  is  almost 
sure  to  be  well  supplied,  while  he  is  also  facile 
princeps  at  making  a  Spey  rod— which  to  the 
uninitiated  is  both  unpleasant  to  look  at  and  to 
handle,  for  it  is  long  and  whippy,  and  made  in  two 
pieces  with  the  end  of  the  top  joint  turning  up  to 
the  sky  instead  of  being  straight.  If  the  real 
articles  are  not  to  be  had  then  the  'Gordon  in  the 
spring  will  hold  its  own  against  all  comers.  There 
are,  however,  so  few  clean  spring  fish  in  the  Spey 
that  the  fly  is  almost  useless,  and  the  natural 
minnow  will  beat  it  nearly  pointless.-  In  1890 
with  this  last-mentioned  lure  in  ten  days  I  took 
twelve  fish  to  my  own  rod,  while  in  the  same  time 
two  of  the  best  professionals  Speyside  has  ever  seen 
—one  of  them  being  told  off  daily  by  the  writer  to 
fish  in  front  of  him— only  got  two  fish.  In  1892 
two  of  us,  using  the  minnow,  had  thirty-two  fish  in 
twenty  days,  while  the  combined  take  of  all  the 
rods  who  used  fly  only  in  the  two  anghngs  above 
us  and  in  the  one  below  us  did  not  total  half  a 
dozen ! 

The  Avon,  a  lengthy  tributary  of  the  Spey,  with 
a  fifty-mile  course,  falls  in  at  BalUndalloch.  There 
are  two  open  reaches  on  it,  one  at  Delnasaugh  Inn, 
which  has  six  miles  of  both  banks  of  free  water  to 
visitors,  and  though  there  is  no  limit  placed  on  the 
number  of  the  anglers,  that  is  a  matter  which  is 
kept  within  bounds  by  the  small  number  of  bed 
rooms  in  the  inn,  and  no  one  should  start  for 
Delnasaugh  without  having  first  secured  a  room : 
the  terms  are  9s.  a  day.  The  best  time  is  the  last 
month  of  the  season,  which  ends  on  Oct.  15,  and, 
needless  to  say,  the  fish  are  then  going  black. 

Higher  up  the  river  the  Richmond  Hotel  at 
Tommtoul  has  three  miles  of  both  banks,  in  which 
there  are  half-a-dozen  good  pools.  Ghillie,  with 
lunch,  is  43.  6d.  a  day ;  hotel  tariff  55s.  a  week, 
which  is  slightly  raised  if  charges  are  made  by  the 
day.  In  each  of  these  resorts  the  autumn  angler  is 
pretty  sure  of  sport  so  long  as  the  weather  is 
favourable.  Small  silver  bodies,  Jock  Scott,  and 
the  Spey  flies  will  all  kill. 

The  Deveron  and  the  Findhorn  are  the  only 
other  rivers  in  these  two  counties  in  which  there 
open  fishing.    On  the  Deveron  above  Huntly 


ghilhes  are  48.  a  day,  lunch  included;  there  are 
plenty  of  lodgings,  and  the  Gordon  Arms  also  is 
excellent,  at  the  usual  tariff.     As  the  river  is 
dependent  on  the  rainfall,  the  rod  catch  varies 
very  much ;  in  wet  seasons  the  whole  river  yields 
about  500  fish,  which  in  dry  ones  is  reduced  to 
200  fish,  which  was  the  case  in  1891.-    It  is  a  big 
fish  river,  for  each  year  there  are  some  captured  of 
from   301b.  to  nearly  .501b.  in   weight— autumn 
fellows  which,  except  in  extremely  wet  weather, 
seldom  ascend  quite  as  far  as  Huntly.  Wading 
stockings  and  a  16ft.  rod  will  command  this  water, 
though  lower  down  trousers  and  a  length  of  18ft.' 
are  required.     All  lures  are   permitted.  Night 
fishing  is  prohibited.    Spring  fish  are  only  plentiful 
in  very  rainy  seasons,  for  though  the  Duke  of  Fife's 
cruives  have  been  demolished,  yet  the  netting  at 
the  mouth  is  very  severe.     From   July  15  to 
Aug.  15  is  the  best  grilse  season,  and  to  Oct.  31  for 
autumn  fish.     The  silver  bodies.  Lady  CafoUne, 
Jock  Scott,  and  varieties  of  Glen  Tana  and  Childers 
are  the  best  flies.    On  the  Findhorn,  after  the  nets 
come  off  on  Aug.  26,  the  lower  five  miles  can  be 
fished  up  till  the  close  of  the  season  on  Oct.  10  on 
payment  of  a  small  sum  to  Messrs.  Stewart  and 
Son,  tackle  makers,  Forres. 

{To  be  continued.) 

A  HANDY  BOOK  OF  THE 
EISHEKY  LAWS. 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  revised  and  en- 
larged third  edition  of  that  invaluable  work,  "Oke's 
Fishery  Laws."  This  edition  includes  "  Bund's 
Law  of  Salmon  Fisheries "  and  "  Paterson's 
Fishery  Laws,"  also  the  law  as  to  sea  fisheries, 
with  complete  statute  and  local  laws  as  to  fisheries 
generally,  local  fishery  regulations,  list  of  fishery 
districts,  forms,  etc.  This  edition  is  edited  by 
J.  W.  Willis-Bund,  M.A.,  Chairman  of  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board,  and  A.  C.  McBamet,  B.A.  The 
following  copy  of  the  new  Preface  will  give  the  best 
idea  of  the  new  edition  : — 

"  Preface. 


there  are  five  miles  of  water,  in  which  there 
fully  thirty  salmcn  casts,  while  the  brown  trout 
are  distinctly  good.  This  fine  length  of  water  has 
generously  been  handed  over  by  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  to  the  Huntly  Town  Council,  who  issue 
day  tickets  to  non-residents  at  2s.,  weekly  ones  for 
5s.,  monthly,  15s,;  and  whole  season  ones  at  42s.  ; 


"  Although  this  book  is  styled  the  third  edition 
of  '  Oke's  Fishery  Laws,'  it  is  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  a  new  book.  It  includes  all  that  relates 
to  England  and  Wales  in  '  Paterson's  Fishery 
Laws '  and  '  Bund's  Salmon  Fishery  Acts,'  and 
brings  the  existing  Acts  and  cases  up"  to  date,  and 
is  really  a  new  edition  of  this  last  book. 

"  The  Acts  as  to  Fisheries  have  increased  largely 
in  late  years,  not  only  in  number,  but  in  intricacy, 
the  habit  of  legislation  by  reference,  of  applying 
Acts  passed  for  one  class  of  fish  to  another,  of 
inserting  words  and  omitting  words,  makes  the 
statutes  hopelessly  confused,  and  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  say  what  is  the  law  on  certain  points. 
Added  to  this,  the  local  bye-laws  which  the  Board 
of  Trade  have  approved  without  any  regard  to 
system  or  circumstance,  increase  the  difficulty  of 
saying  what  may  and  what  may  not  be  done  at  any 
particular  place.  It  is  hoped  that  to  some  extent 
this  book  may  be  a  guide  to  those  who  have  to 
administer  the  law,  those  who  have  to  enforce  it, 
those  who  desire  to  avoid  breaking  it,  and  those 
who  want  to  know  what  the  law  is. 

"  We  are  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Evelyn  Car- 
michael,  of  the  Oxford  Circuit,  for  most  valuable 
help  and  assistance  in  corapihng  this  book — indeed, 
he  may  be  said  to  be  a  joint  author  of  it." 

There  is  a  good  index,  and  as  an  instance  of  the 
utiUty  of  the  woi-k,  a  correspondent  asks  us  what 
qualification  is  necessary  to  become  an  ex  officio 
member  of  a  Board  of  Conservators.  We  are  by 
no  means  sure  that  any  particular  qualification  is 
necessary,  but  here  is  what  the  Act  says  the  quali- 
fications are  to  be  : — 

(1)  Either  o-rnier  or  occupier  of  a  fishery  rated  to 
the  poor  at  £30  a  year. 

(2)  Owner  of  lands  of  annual  value  of  £100,  with 
a  mile  frontage  to  a  river,  having  a  right  to  fish, 
and  having  paid  licence  duty  for  salmon  for  the 
preceding  year  in  such  district. 

As  the  editors  say,  it  is  very  difficult  to  see  how 
this  can  be  done  in  a  fresh-water  district,  or  in  a 
district  where  no  salmon  licences  are  in  force. 
—  — 

Wimbledon  Lake. — Mr.  Wm.  Grass  and  Mr.  P. 
Keiser,  fishing  on  March  14  at  Wimbledon  Lake, 
caught  a  pike  of  12|lb. — the  largest  fish  caught  at 
the  lake  this  season. 
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Fig.  1.  FouE-PouND  Black  Bass, 
(One  of  seventy.two  caught  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Levisoii's  friend  on  July.31,  1902,  in  a  private  pond  on  Long  Isl  .nd,  U.S  A.) 


AN  AMERICAN  ANGLER 

ON 

ENGLISH    V.  AMERICAN  RODS 
AND  OTHER  TACKLE. 

The  many  articles  on  these  subjects  that  have 
lately  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  prompt  the 
following  remarks  or  comments  in  an  effort  to 
further  add  to  the  fund  of  information. 

After  all  that  has  been  written  regarding  the 
relative  value  of  these  rods,  much  of  it  is  entirely 
irrelevant.  "  Val  Conson's'-  articles  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  in  my  opinion,  sum  up  the  whole  matter  in 
such  a  very  concise  and  complete  manner  that 
further  argument  appears  superfluous. 

The  information  he  requests  concerning  our 
methods  of  stream  fishing  I  will  endeavour  to 
supply  by  some  illustrations  and  descriptions,  and 
answering  the  questions  asked  in  their  order. 

"  Do  Americans  fish  up-stream  to  any  appreciable 
extent  ? They  most  certainly  do,  and  many  of 
them  will  fish  in  no  other  way  except  by  force  of 
circumstances. 

"  Do  they  cast  any  length  of  line  in  so  doing  ?  " 
When  necessary  almost  any  length  of  line  can  be, 
and  is,  cast  and  retrieved  even  with  our  light  rods, 
which  are  in  general  use  here  for  stream  work. 

This  is  well  demonstrated  by  our  tournament 
records,  published  in  the  Christmas  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  where  seven  of  the  contestants, 
with  rods  of  five  ounces,  each  cast  over  100  feet,  i 
and  one  of  them  reached  129|  feet. 

Has  anything  approaching  these  records  ever 
been  accomphshed  in  Great  Britain  with  single- 
hand  fly-rods  of  any  weight  ?  I  think  not.  "  Do 
they  attempt  to  cut  into  the  wind  ?  "  "  Do  they 
dry  their  flies  ever  ?  "  Are  their  waters  weedy  ?  "■ 
And  finally,  "  How  does  the  gut  they  use  compare, 
for  fineness  and  strength,  with  the  gut  commonly 
used  here  ? " 

It  would  not  be  possible  to  fish  as  many  do  here, 
day  after  day,  and  not  be  obliged  about  half  the 
time  to  cast  "into  the  wind,"  and  this  is  done 
almost  unconsciously. 

Yes,  many  here  fish  with  the  fly  dry,  and,-  as  for 
the  gut,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  only  a  reasonable 
sequence  that  the  finer  the  gut  and  smaller  the  fly 
the  lighter  the  rod  may  and  should  be. 

It  has  always  been  a  puzzle  to  me  how  such 
clumsy,  heavy  rods  as  appear  to  be  in  universal  use 
in  England  can  successfully  handle  the  very  fine 
gut  and  small  flies  that  seem  to  be  required  on  your 
streams. 

No  wonder  reels  with  adjustable  regulating  checks 
are  used  and  the  strike  made  therefrom.  This 
method  is  also  practised  here  by  some,  but  always 
from  choice  and  not  necessity. 

Most  of  our  streams  during  the  best  part  of  the 
season  are  clear  of  weeds,  but  when  they  are  not 
we  fish  just  the  same,  and  take  chances  on  landing 
the  fish  with  the  same  rods. 

There  can  be  no  fishing  so  severe  on  a  rod  or 
tackle  than  casting  a  fish,  frog,  or  artificial  lure 
from  the  reel  for  our  black  bass,  and  whero  the 
large  mouth  variety  are  plentiful  there  a,ho  wTll  be 


found  weeds  frequently  thick  as  though  stacks  of 
hay  had  been  dumped  in  the  pond. 

Here  and  there  will  be  open  spaces,  or  pockets 


Fig.  2.  Four  "  Labge  Mouth"  Black  Bass. 


(Caught  casting  from  the  reel  witli  frog  bait  bv  Mr.  C.  G. 
Levison,  Aug.  27,  1898.  Total  weight,  221b.  ;  largest  fish,  6+lb. 
The  boards  of  the  house  are  five  inches  wide.) 

as  we  call  them,  and  into  these  the  bait  must  be 
accurately  dropped  if  a  rise  is  to  reward  the  angler. 

If  the  cast  be  successfully  made,  and  a  fish  is 
struck  and  hooked,  it  must  be  held  firmly  and  at 


once  pulled  away  from  its  late  lair  in  the  weeds 
or  the  same  thing  will  happen  as  though  it  were  a 
trout  in  a  weedy  stream,  only  more  so. 

On  account  of  the  accuracy  necessary  for  success 
in  this  mode  of  fishing  the  overhead  style  of  casting 
from  the  reel,  illustrated  in  the  cuts  showing  the 
contestants  at  the  last  tournament  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  already 
referred  to,  has  become  very  popular  with  many  of 
our  anglers. 

The  cast  is  made  and  large  fish  repeatedly  landed 
under  these  conditions  with  rods  that  seldom  exceed 
7oz.,  and  more  often  less. 

See  Fig.  1.  The  boatman  holding  up  a  41b.  large 
mouth  black  bass,  one  of  seventy- two  caught  by  my 
friend  in  the  bow  of  the  boat  and  I  on  July  31  last, 
by  casting  frogs  and  phantom  mirmows  from  the 
reel  on  a  private  pond  on  Long  Island.  Of  these 
we  killed  only  two,  the  one  in  the  picture  and  a 
larger  one.- 

In  addition  to  these  we  took  that  day  about 
forty  perch  in  the  same  manner,  many  of  them 
over  lib. 

Another  day,  but  some  time  previously,  this 
same  friend  and  I  took  in  the  same  way  of  fishing 
at  this  pond  twenty-two,  and  kept  the  four  largest, 
which  weighed  221b.  See  Fig.  2,  The  boards  on 
the  house  are  5in.  wide. 

In  the  photo  may  be  seen  a  trace  of  the  weeds 
adhering  to  the  fish.- 

Both  the  rods  shown  in  the  picture  are  about 
7|ft,  in  length  and  7oz.  in  weight. 

Two  lake  trout  {Salmo  namaycush)  were  taken 
by  another  friend  on  a  blue  and  silver  leaded  No,  6 
Phantom  cast  from  the  reel  with  a  similar  7oz,  Payne 
rod.  These  were  taken  from  a  lake  in  the  northern 
part  of  Vermont,  This  friend  and  I  have  taken 
many  of  these  lake  trout  and  also  landlocked  salmon 
with  these  phantoms  cast  from  the  reel  with  these 
light  rods. 

As  far  as  I  may  judge  anglers  here  do  not  and 
never  did  use  a  3oz.  or  4oz.  rod  when  the  conditions 
called  for  one  of  greater  power,  but  under  no  con- 
ditions whatever,  either  here  or,  as  I  understand 
they  exist,  on  some  of  your  weedy  streams,  could 
possibly  more  than  one  out  of  one  hundred  of  our 
anglers  be  induced  to  use  from  choice  a  single-hand 
fly  rod  longer  than  about  10ft.  and  more  than  about 
7oz.  in  weight. 

If  the  argument  of  the  advantage  of  the  heavy 
casting  line  and  towing  of  vessels  advanced  by  Mr. 
W.  Baden-Powell,  K.C.,  in  his  letter  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Dec.  20, 1902,  be  analysed  it  seems  to  me 
to  disprove  his  own  contention. 

Because  there  is  no  elasticity  at  either  end  of  the 
tow-line  or  the  vessels  or  anywhere  between,  the 
arrangement  he  describes  no  doubt  is  necessary  to 
ease  a  sudden  jerk  to  the  connecting  attachment, 
and  with  such  an  unyielding  heavy  rod  as  his 
probably  is  the  case  would  be  very  similar,  hence 
the  superiority  of  our  lighter  rods.  It  may  be  of 
interest  to  give  particulars  of  the  reels  used  for  our 
rods. 


Fig,  3.  Mr.  C.  G.  Levison  (of  Brooklyn,  New  York)  Fly-fishing  in  "Cav  ;  Pool," 

Henryville,  Pennsylvania. 
(What  a  lovely  bit  of  dry-fly  water.— K.  B,  M.) 
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My  own  used  with  my  10ft.  7oz.  fly  rod,  which 
IS  the  heaviest  I  ever  use  for  fly  fishing  with  a  siaglc 
hand,  was  a  spool  2|in.  in  diameter,  is  {Un.  wide, 
and  with  40  yards  of  double  20  gut  tapered  D  Une 
weighs  6oz. 

For  the  42oz.  fly  rod  just  described  the  reel  with 
40  yards  of  similar  E  line  weighs  4oz.,  and  for  use 
with  the  light  bait  casting  rod  in  my  hand  in  Fig.  1 
my  favourite  reel  with  100  yards  of  fine  braided 
unfinished  silk  line  weighs  a  few  grains  over  6oz. 

This  reel  and  four  similar  ones  for  friends  were 
recently  made  to  our  special  order  by  Wm.-  H 
Tabot,  of  Nevada,  Mo.,  U.S.A. 
€^'Much  of  interest  could  be  written  of  these  reels, 
but  for  present  purposes,  just  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
relative  weights  of  English  and  American  single- 
hand  rods  and  reels,  this  will  suffice. 

If  any  doubt  yet  exists  of  the  capability  to  land 
any  fish  angled  for  by  casting  with  a  single  hand, 
power  of  casting,  and  absolute  utility  of  our  two 
best  makes  of  rods  of  about  7oz.  in  weight  and 
about  10ft.  in  length,  these  demonstrated  proofs 
should  entirely  dispel  it  for  good  and  all,  and 
furthermore  let  it  be  recorded  here  that  it  is  a 
great  mistake  to  suppose  for  one  minute  that 
American  anglers  prefer  "whippy'.!  rods. 

The  first  glance  at  the  cut  in  the  Christmas 
Fishing  Gazette  oi  the  new  Hardy-Marston'-  rod 
struck  me  that  its  handle,  or  rather  the  upper 
grasp,  was  pecuUar,  and  on  more  careful  examina- 
tion, after  having  read  your  criticism,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  first  impression  is  correct. 

You  complain  that  "  the  thumb  does  not  always 
rest  on  the  cork,  but  is  apt  to  rest  on  the  metal 
band  above  it,"  and  suggest  that  "the  cork  be 
extended  an  inch  to  obviate  the  difficulty. "- 

It  looks  to  me  as  though  the  makers  have  had 
for  a  pattern  some  fly-rod  of  Payne's  or  Leonard's 
make,  with  an  independent  "  Wells  '-  handle. 

This  pattern  was  originated  by  Mr.  Henry  P. 
Wells,  the  angling  writer,  years  ago,  and  because  it 
may  be  made  to  perfectly  fit  the  hand,  and  when 
correctly  shaped  has  a  most  comfortable  and  secure 
rest  for  the  thumb,  from  which  it  cannot  un- 
intentionally slip,  it  has  become  very  popular. 

The  maker  states  this  in  his  description  of  the 
rod,  "and  in  the  design  of  the  handle  itself, 
undoubtedly  special.'' 

Of  this  claim  there  can  be  no  question,  but  if 
you  will  have  the  lower  end  of  the  upper  grasp  of 
the  handle  turned  towards  the  top  your  thumb 
will  find  its  intended  berth,  where  it  will  firmly 
rest,  and  as  far  as  the  grasp  is  concerned  no  fault 
can  be  found. 

The  design  of  the  handle  may  not  be  so 
"special,",  but  will  then  be  the  Wells'!  pattern 
and  the  best  ever  put  on  a  fly-rod. 

I  have  always  admired  the  tackle  makers  and 
dealers  of  Europe  for  their  apparent  justness  and 
hberahty  in  giving  due  credit  to  anglers  for  any 
improvements  they  may  invent  in  tackle  or  fishing 
apphances,  while  here  the  dealers  as  a  rule  make 
use  of  any  and  every  idea  that  can  be  utilised,  and 
if  no  personal  claim  is  made  by  them,  nothing  is 
mentioned  regarding  it  in  any  way. 

I  refer  to  these  facts  only  on  account  of  their 
general  interest,  and  not  in  any  way  to  reflect  on 
Messrs.  Hardy,  who  no  doubt  were  perfectly  sincere 
m  their  efforts,  but  then  they  got  the  handle 
"wrong  end  to.'! * 

Another  evidence  of  the  greater  neatness,  port- 
abihty,  and  less  weight  in  favour  of  some  of  our 
tackle  may  be  seen  in  the  landing-nets  used  here 
for  stream  work  as  compared  with  yours: 

Fig.  3  shows  our  style  of  net  carried  at  the  back 
of  the  coat  suspended  on  a  metal  horse-blanket 
shield-pm,  where  it  is  readily  accessible. 

Figs.  4  and  5  illustrate  the  pin  in  the'back  of  the 
coat  and  hook  at  the  end  of  the  net-handle,  and  the 
way  the  net  is  removed  and  replaced  on  the  pin  also 
the  net  hanging  from  the  ring  of  the  sling  in  front 
When  a  trout  is  secured  the  net  is  suspended 
with  the  trout  in  it  by  its  hook  to  the  ring  at  the 
u  of  the  creel  siing,  the  rod  held  as  described 
by  Mr.  Tod  in  his  very  interesting  paper  just  pub- 
Ushed  m  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  then  both  hands 
are  free  to  release  the  fly  and  basket  the  trout.- 

The  net  may  then  be  returned  to  its  proper 
place  at  the  back,  or  if  the  angler  is  in  a  hurry  to 
get  his  fly  over  another  fish  it  may  for  a  time  be 
left  hanging  in  front,  where  on  account  of  its  small 
diameter  and  little  weight  it  is  hardly  noticeable,- 

*  Fly  rods  with  similar  handles  have  b«en  made 
in  tnta  country  for  many  years. — Ed, 
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Some  anglers,  instead  of  this  hook,  which  is  my 
invention,  use  a  leather  piece  with  a  hole  in  it  at 
the  end  of  the  net  handle,  this  to  engage  with  a 
button  at  the  back  of  the  coat  where  I  use  the  pin. 
This  does  not  permit  the  net  to  be  held  in  front, 
although  a  button  could  be  provided  for  the  purpose. 

Some  years  ago  two  or  three  accidents  happened 
to  me  while  wading  that  impressed  on  my  mind 
the  importance  of  Mr.  Tod's  or  some  other  safety 
buckle,  and  his  buckle  not  being  obtainable,  after 
considerable  thought  and  a  few  experiments  I  hit 
upon  that  catch  so  commonly  used  on  rubber  shoes 
and  garments,  which  is  probably  familiar  to  every 
reader. 

Fig.  5,  which  shows  this  catch,  is  so  plain  that 
a  description  seems  unnecessary.  Mr.  Tod,  in  his 
paper,  refers  to  the  difficulty  of  passing  the  single 
creel  strap  over  one's  head,  which  undoubtedly  is  a 
serious  objection  to  that  style  of  sling,  therefore 
the  form  of  sling  mostly  used  here  is  surely  much 
better,  and  with  my  safety  catch  insures  freedom 
in  much  less  time  than  must  be  consumed,  while 
ten  or  possibly  twelve  inches  of  the  end  Of  the  strap 
is  sliding  through  the  buckle,  and  then  for  the  strap 
to  pass  over  the  shoulder. 

This  form  of  creel  sling,  I  believe,  has  been  to 
some  extent  used  in  France  and  probably  in  England, 
and  why  it  has  not  entirely  superseded  the  single 
shoulder  strap  is  rather  strange. 

With  this  style  of  sling  all  the  weight  is  on  the 
^  left  shoulder,  leaving  the  right  arm  free  to  wield 
the  rod. 

Quoting  Mr.  Tod's  quotation  I  can  say  "  there  is 
no  mechanique,  no  deception,''  and  no  money  in  it 
for  me,  and  if  any  of  your  tackle  men  wish  to  make 
the  net  hook  and  pin,  or  use  the  safety  catch  in  this 
way,  they  are  welcome  to  do  so. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U.S.A;  C.  G.  Levison. 

Jan.  1903. 


NOTES  ABOUT  LAKE  VYENWY. 

"EXCEPTIONALLY  GOOD  FISHING.'! 

1  

[I  AM  very  glad  to  be  able  to  publish  the  following 
particulars  about  the  fishing  in  Lake  Vyrnwy  from 
an  old  friend,  Mr.  David  Pine,  who  has  fished  the 
lake  every  March  for  seven  years. — R.  B.  M.] 

"  Dear  Marston, — Many  thanks  for  your  letter. 
Sorry  you  cannot  join  me  for  a  week,  and  test  the 
condition  of  the  Vvrnwy  trout  for  yourself. 

"  One  thing  only  is  wanted  to  make  sure  of  good 
sport,  that  is,  fine  weather.  Last  week  I  had  some 
nice  bags  of  trout,  but  then  the  snow-water  came 
into  the  lake,  and  you  know  what  that  means. 
Snow  all  gone  now,  and  a  Uttle  sunshine  will  bring 
the  good  fish  up. 

"  With  regard  to  the  reports  you  mention,  they 
are  quite  wrong  and  misleading.  I  have  fished  at 
Lake  Vyrnwy  every  March  since  and  including  1897. 
I  consider  the  fishing  exceptionally  good  for  such 
an  early  month,  and  the  fish  (on  a  good  day)  in  first- 
rate  condition.  There  are  some  thin  fish  in  the 
lake,  but  these  are  getting  less  every  year.  The 
reason  is  that  when  the  lake  was  stocked,  several 
varieties  of  trout  were  introduced  and  one  kind  did 
not  flourish,  and  is  rapidly  dying  off.  Now  the 
better  fish  are  thoroughly  established  and  fight 
splendidly. 

"  In  the  summer  trolling  is  extensively  practised 
by  anglers  who  are  not  skilful  enough  to  take  fish 
on  the  fly.  The  upper  portion  of  the  lake  is  set 
aside  for  them,  but  for  the  hfe  of  me,  I  cannot  see 
the  fun  of  dragging  out  fish  of  a  pound  weight  with 
a  spinning  bait. 

"  I  have  taken  all  my  trout  on  the  fly,  and  on  a 
good  fishing  day,  with  fine  tackle,  a  first-class 
fisherman  may  be  certain  of  sport.  To  prove  this, 
I  will  quote  one  day  in  1898.  On  March  14,  I  killed 
on  the  fly  twenty-three  trout  weighing  I91b.  8oz. 
These  fish  were  all  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  were 
sent  to  friends  in  Kent,  who  gave  a  most  excellent 
report  as  to  their  edible  qualities,  and  asked  me  to 
send  more. 

"  Only  on  Friday  last  my  bag  included  two  of 
the  handsomest  trout  I  have  ever  seen,  weighing 
lib.  8oz.  and  lib  7oz.  respectively.  These  we  had 
boiled  for  dinner  (a  hard  test),  and  they  were  most 
delicious  and  pink  fleshed. 

"  The  fish  caught  by  trolling  are  not  so  good  as 
those  taken  on  the  fly,  as  this  lake  is  very  deep,  and 
of  course  the  trout  from  the  depths  are  naturally 
in  poorer  condition  than  those  on  the  surface. 

"  I  don't  know  any  pubhc  lake  in  England  or 
Scotland  where  you  can  get  size  and  numbers  as  you 


do  here  on  the  fly,  and  I  certainly  don't  know  a 
fishing  hotel  so  thoroughly  comfortable,  homelike, 
and  reasonable.  I  am  merely  giving  you  these 
details  in  all  fairness,  so  that  the  rumours  about 
the  fishing  having  gone  ofl"  may  be  shown  to  be 
without  foundation.  I  do  not  attempt  to  say  that 
the  trout  in  Vyrnwy  are  particularly  easy  to  get  on 
the  fly,  or  that  any  neophyte  without  experience 
can  make  a  bag,  but  given  favourable  weather,  with 
a  nice  warm  breeze,  also  a  certain  knowledge  of  the 
lake,  and  a  really  good  fisherman  should  have  no 
difficulty  in  making  a  basket  of  twenty  to  thirty 
trout.  In  conclusion,  I  will  give  a  record  of  a  few 
fairly  good  days  I  have  enjoyed,  all  these  days  in  the 
month  of  March,  which  of  course  is  nothing  like  so 
good  as  the  end  of  April  and  the  month  of  May. 

"  1898.— March  8,  20  trout,  15lb.  8oz  ;  10th, 
18,  121b.  8oz.  ;  12th,  20,  141b.  8oz.  :  14th,  23,  191b. 
8oz.  ;  16th,  18,  121b.  ;  21st,  16,  121b.  8oz. 

"  1899.— March  1,  13  trout,  71b.  8oz.  :  3rd,  20, 
121b.  8oz.  ;  4th,  21,  131b.  8oz.  ;  6th,  27,  15lb.  2oz.  ; 
8th,  14,  91b.  8oz.  ;  18th,  25,  14lb.  12oz. 

"  1900. — March  ;  very  httle  fishing,  gales,  ice, 
and  snow. 

"  1901.— March  4,  10  trout,  61b.  4oz.  ;  8th,  13, 
81b.  2oz.  ;  9th,  10,  61b.  loz.  ;  15th,  12,  81b.  loz.  ; 
23rd,  II,  71b.  lloz.  ;  30th,  10,  61b,  8oz.  An 
awfully  cold  and  squally  month: 

"  1902.— March  5,  20  trout,  15lb.  loz.  ;  6th.  10, 


"  Walton  Ville,  Carisbrooke-road, 
"  Newport,  I.  of  W.,  March  9. 

"  You  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  the  welfare  of  the 
500  6in.  rainbow  trout  you  so  kindly  presented  to 
the  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association  last  November. 
The  mild  and  balmy  winter  we  have  just  passed 
through  seems  to  have  suited  the  '  Yankees,'  for 
one  can  literally  see  them  grow  (they  must  grow  as 
quickly  as  mushrooms,  the  only  difference  is  a 
mushroom  springs  up  in  the  night,  but  the  rainbows 
spring  up  in  the  day).  I  am  sure  some  of  them  are 
well  over  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  and  if  they  continue 
growing  at  the  same  rate  as  they  have  the  last  few 
months  there  will  be  some  half-pounders  here  for 
you  to  cast  over  before  the  season  is  very  far 
advanced.  I  can  quite  understand  you  advising 
your  correspondents  who  contemplate  stocking  with 
rainbows  to  be  very  wary  as  to  what  water  they 
place  them  into,  for  not  only  are  they  voracious 
and  want  plenty  of  natural  food,  but  my  experience 
(though  limited)  is  that  unless  all  outlets  are  properly 
screened  sportsmen  had  better  turn  their  attention 
to  the  old-fashioned  and  well-tried  farios. 

"  The  waters  here  are  admirable  for  watching  the 
habits  of  the  trout,  for  not  only  are  they  divided 
into  a  series  of  ponds  of  about  three  acres  each,  but 
the  water,  when  it  leaves  the  sluice,  is  carried  along 
a  5ft.  mill-race  for  about  150  yards  to  feed  the  mill- 
wheels.    The  water,  as  you  know,  is  pure  chalk 


Carisbrooke  Castle  from  the  Upper  Lake  op  the  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association. 

{From  a  photo  hy  Mr.  T.  Piper,  of  Carisbrooke.) 


61b.  8oz.  ;  7th,  12,  71b.  r2oz.  ;  12th,  9,  6lb.  loz.  ; 
17th,  17,  101b.  4oz. 

"  1903.— Up  to  date,  65  trout,  481b. 

"  In  April  and  May  much  larger  bags  are  made. 

"  Snow-water  is  fatal  to  good  sport,  and  in  the 
month  of  March  there  is  sometimes  a  good  deal  of 
it  in  this  high  region.  On  the  other  hand,  if  March 
should  turn  out  genial,  with  warm  breezes,  I  consider 
Lake  Vyrnwy  fishes  as  well  as  ever. — Yours  faith' 
fully,  'i  David  H.  Pine.'- 


TEOUT  FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE 
OF  WIGHT. 

A  NOTE  ABOUT  THE  RAINBOWS; 

fl  ASKED  Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  secretary  and 
pisciculturist  of  the  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association, 
to  let  me  know  how  the  rainbows  are  getting  on  in 
the  lakes  under  the  grand  old  castle!  and  also  to 
send  me  a  photograph  showing  part  of  one  of  the 
series  of  lakes  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  the 
castle  stands.  Mr.  Wadham  sends  me  this  in- 
teresting note  and  attractive  view  (taken  by  Mr.  T. 
Piper,  of  Carisbrooke).  Mr.  W.  tells  me  the  trout 
have  been  rising  all  day  lately;  Fishing  begins 
on  April  1,  and  is^limited  to  season  ticket  holders^ 
there  are  one  or  two  vacanoies. — R.  B;  M.] 


water,  so  that  when  a  rainbow  got  over  the  hatchway 
I  could  see  it  immediately,  and  of  course  it  was  a 
very  simple  matter  to  net  it  and  place  it  back. 

"  When  your  rainbows  arrived  in  November,  I 
had  no  screens  over  the  outlets,  but  was  determined 
to  watch  the  fish  very  closely — in  fact,  hardly  left 
them  half  an  hour  at  a  time.  I  soon  found  out  what 
the  little  rascals  were  up  to,  for  within  thirty-six 
hours  I  discovered  five  of  them  in  the  mill-race  and 
quite  fifty  others  just  the  other  side  of  the  hatchway 
waiting  for  the  word  '  go.'  I  could  soon  see  if  I 
wanted  to  keep  them  from  getting  back  to  America 
(or  I  should  say  to  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie's)  a  screen 
would  have  to  be  put  in  immediately,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  I  had  done  so; 

"  About  a  month  after  this  I  noticed  a  rainbow 
trying  to  get  through  the  screen,  so  I  stood  and 
watched  it  for  quite  twenty  minutes,  and  if  it  had 
been  a  wild  rat  in  a  cage  it  could  not  have  been 
more  determined  to  get  out  than  this  trout ;  it 
seemed  to  be  a  case  of  '  get  out  or  die,'  for  after  a 
time  the  fish  became  quite  exhausted  with  its 
attempts,  for  it  allowed  me  to  dip  it  out  with  a 
small  landing-net. 

"  Three  of  the  rainbows  which  got  into  the  mill- 
race  I  placed  in  the  feeding  stream  of  the  pond, 
about  six  feet  wide,  in  three  or  four  inches  of  quick- 
running  water,  and  by  what  I  have  read  I  should 
have  thought  most  unsuitable  water  for  the  species  ; 
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but  the  strangest  part  of  it  is  tliat  when  netting  this 
stream  for  spawning  purposes  about  two  months 
afterwards,  I  caught  two  of  the  rainbows  within 
two  or  three  yards  of  where  they  were  placed — in 
fact,  Mr.  Wentworth  Falconer,  who  stocked  the 
River  Meon  with  rainbows,  said  that  the  only  two 
or  three  he  captured  were  in  the  shallow,  fast 
running  water. 

"  At  your  request  I  have  hand  fed  the  rainbows 
regularly  every  day  through  the  winter,  but  the 
queer  part  of  it  is  for  the  first  month  I  hardly  saw 
a  fish,  and  then  suddenly  about  a  hundred  came  to 
feed  (it  was  about  the  same  elapse  of  time  in  both 
ponds— there  were  250  in  each)  ;  but  now  they 
flock  round  at  my  approach  like  so  many  chickens 
and  there  is  a  commotion  when  the  two  or  three 
handfuls  of  food  are  thrown  in.  They  are  smart  in 
their  movements.  I  have  often  driven  the  rainbows 
and  brook  trout  down  a  narrow  part  of  the  pond 
for  fifty  yards,  and  the  rainbows  can  '  take  the 
wind  out  of  the  sails  '  of  the  other  trout — they  seem 
to  go  half  as  fast  again. 

'■  Why  are  fishermen  so  down  on  the  rainbows  ? 
Surely  this  lovely  fish  is  worth  taking  some  trouble 
over  for  its  beauty  alone,  for  after  all,  when  one  has 
succeeded  in  making  a  capture,  does  it  not  add  ten- 
fold to  the  pleasure  to  gaze  on  a  fish  such  as  the 
rainbow  is  ? 

"  It  would  be  very  interesting  to  hear  of  the  habits 
of  the  rainbows  in  their  native  waters.  Perhaps  one 
of  your  correspondents  from  the  other  side  of  the 
!  Herring  Pond '  would  enlighten  us. 

I  have  Frank  Forester's  book  of  '  American 
Fish,'  but  the  strangest  part  of  it  is  the  rainbows 
are  not  mentioned  in  it. 

"  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  fishing 
here  this  season.  There  is  an  exceptionally  fine 
stock  of  trout  for  you  to  cast  over,  as  13,120  trout 
of  various  ages  have  been  placed  in  the  waters 
during  the  past  three  years. 

"  There  are  still  two  or  three  vacancies  for  rods 
(limited  to  twenty)  at  £10  lOs.  per  annUm,  so  if  you 
know  of  any  gentlemen  who  would  like  to  join  I 
should  be  pleased  to  forward  copy  of  rules,  and  I 
think  I  can  safely  say  they  could  rely  on  getting 
good  sport,  as  you  can  bear  out  my  statement  that 
the  fish  are  very  free  rising. 

"  Percy  Wadham." 
[I  gave  the  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association  the 
rainbows  because  I  thought  they  would  have  as 
good  a  chance  of  doing  well  there  as  in  any  waters 
I  know.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  they  have  done  so 
well  so  far,  and  are  such  a  credit  to  their  breeder, 
Mr.  E.  Valentine  Corrie.  What  I  want  Mr.  Wadham 
to  do  is  to  write  a  note  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  on 
Mai  ch  9  of  every  year  and  say  what  has  happened  to 
the  rainbows.  They  seem  to  do  well  up  to  a  point 
and  then  fall  off.  This  Carisbrooke  fishing  is  very 
good  and  very  cheap  at  £10  10s.  a  rod,  and  being  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight  makes  it  doubly  attractive. 
R.  B,  Marston.] 


body  liaving  control  of  tlie  Thames,  and  he  had 
received  a  reply  stating  that  tlie  representations  of 
the  angling  societies  should  receive  consideration. 
(Cheers.)  The  question  of  the  sea-fishories  had  also 
received  attention.  Work  like  this  did  good,  be- 
cause it  drew  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
important  matters  vitally  affecting  the  interests  of 
the  people. 

Dr.  Ladell,  in  reply,  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  society  was  an  offshoot  of 
the  Gresham,  and  yet  in  the  short  space  of 
twelve  months  was  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
He  was  present  at  the  birth,  as  he  had  been  at 
many  other  births,  but  never  had  he  seen  a  more 
fully  developed  infant.  Referring  to  the  sea 
fisheries,  he  emphasised  the  need  for  protection. 
In  a  fishmonger's  shop  quite  recently  he  discovered 
a  number  of  small  plaice  which  weighed  six  to  the 
half-pound.  ("Shame.")  Sometimes,  as  the  fish- 
monger told  him,  a  trunk  of  flat-fish  would  contain 
a  thousand  of  these  fish— it  should  contain  80  fish 
from  lib.  in  weight  upwards.  The  price  paid  per 
trunk  was  10s.,  but  when  on  a  trunk  being  opened 
it  was  found  to  contain  half  its  weight  in  immature 
unsaleable  fish,  then  the  price  worked  out  at  £1, 
and  dear  fish  for  poor  people  was  the  result.  More- 
over, most  of  the  small  fish  were  taken  during  the 
spawnmg  season— February,  March,  and  April— so 
it  could  be  readily  understood  what  great  destruc- 
tion was  done.  They  often  read  in  the  papers  of 
fish  condemned  at  Billingsgate  as  unfit  for  liuman 
food.  That  did  not  necessarily  mean  that  the  fish 
was  bad,  but  that  they  were  too  small  to  be  sale- 
able. All  our  best  fish  came  now  from  Iceland  and 
Norway,  but  fish  equally  as  good  were  formerly 
caught  in  our  own  seas.  He  believed  the  time  for 
better  protection  had,  indeed,  come.  (Cheers.) 
Mr.  Cox  also  responded. 

The  chairman  announced  that  Mr.  S.  Gilbert  had 
secured  a  silver  medal  for  the  best  three  fish  taken 
in  the  roach  competition ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  silver 
medal  for  the  best  chub;  Mr.  J.  Warne,  silver 
medal  for  the  best  pike;  Mr.  Fosbrooke  had  taken 
a  prize  for  the  best  take  at  Leigh  ;  and  the  rod 
which  Mr.  W.  L.  Wichtendahl  had  presented  had 
also  fallen  to  Mr.  Warne. 

Mr.  T.  Gilbert  proposed  "The  Press,"  to  which 
Messrs.  Howard  and  Jackson  responded.  "The 
Ladies  and  the  Guests,"  "The  Chairman,"  "The 
Vice-chairman,"  and  Mr.  Taylor,  under  whose 
superintendence  the  dinner  was  so  admirably  served 
were  also  honoured, 

Mr.  Maynard  had  charge  of  the  musical  arrange- 
ments, being  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Biddle,  Mr 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Maynard,  and  Miss  Nellie  Price. 

The  following  are  the  latest  catches  by  members 
of  the  society:  Mr.  Cox,  chub,  31b.,  2ilb.,  two  of 
2Ib.,  and  twenty  perch,  average  over  hMlf-a-pound 
each.  Mr.  Beamont,  fishing  the  societv's  own 
water  last  Friday,  twelvenice  roach,  largest'llb.  loz. 
Mr.  Warne,  fishing  the  Ouse,  roach  up  to  lib.  I3oz. 


MR. 


R.  W.  HANBURY  AND  THE 
FISHING  INDUSTRY. 


CITY  OF  LONDON  PISCATORIAL 
SOCIETY. 


Annual  Dinner. 
The  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society  have  done 
well  in  the  first  twelve  months  of  their  existence. 
The  annual  dinner  which  was  held  on  Tuesday  at  the 
Queen  Anne's  Restaurant,  Cheapaide,  was  in  every 
way  a  success.  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley,  F.S.A.,  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  society,  occupied  the  chair,  being 
faced  by  Mr.  Snare.  Many  ladies  were  present  at 
the  dinner.  In  proposing  the  toast  of  the 
evening,  "The  City  of  London  Piscatorial 
Society,"  the  chairman  said  that  they  were  a 
youthful  but  successful  society.  (Cheers.)  In 
many  ways  they  had  advanced  the  interests  of 
angling,  and  they  had  some  little  conceit  over  their 
achievements.  Their  weekly  meetiugo  had  been 
well  attended,  and  they  had  had  several  exhibitions 
of  books  and  tackle,  while  their  outings  had  been 
of  an  enjoyable  and,  for  the  most  part,  successful 
character.  One  of  the  great  questions  before  the 
angling  world  was  that  of  the  care  of  the  rivers. 
They  wished  to  see  them  run  somewhat  as  Nature 
intended  they  should,  and  if  they  succeeded  in  doing 
anything  in  that  direction  they  would  be  doing 
much.  Pollution  and  depletion  were  the  ruin  of 
rivers,  and  the  enemies  they  had  to  fight.  On  be- 
half of  the  society  he  had  wiitten  to  the  Fisheries' 
•  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  urging  that  the 
angling  community  should  be  represented  cn  the 


In  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Hanbury  will  shortly 
take  over  the  Fisheries  Department,   the  Huil 
steam  fishing  vessel  owners  invited  him  to  pay  a 
visit  to  the  scene  of  their  industry.    Mr.  Hanbury 
accepted   the   invitation,   and   the  visit  proved 
most    interesting.     Mr.    Hanbury    reached  St. 
Andrew's    Dock    on    Wednesday    morning,  and 
may  be  said  to  have  received  his  official  baptism 
at  the  great  Yorkshire  BilUngsgate  prior  to  his 
installation  as  the  Minister  for  British  Fisheries. 
Mr.  Hanbury  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Stanley 
Wilson  (the  Member  for  Holdemess).  Mr.  C.  Welles- 
ley  Wilson  (son  of  the  Member  for  West  Hull),  and 
Sir  James  Woodhouse,  M.P.     Mr.  Hanbury  tucked 
up  his  trousers  and  trudged  along  the  sodden  plat- 
forms, dodging  the  endless  processions  of  barrows 
and  tubs,   just  as  a  casual    spectator   of  any 
ordinary  day's  work.    He  had  Mr.  Pickering  and 
Mr.  CargUl  close  beside  him,  ready  to  enlighten  him 
upon  any  matter  which  attracted  his  attention.  The 
humble  haddock,  both  in  its  fresh  and  smoked  condi- 
tion, was  fondly  handled  and  discussed  as  to  weights 
and   prices  ;   and    the   toothsome    witches  were 
betrayed  as  substitutes  for  soles.    This  was  not  the 
only  secret  of  the  trade  that  was  callously  divulged. 
Coming  upon  some  kits  of  coalfish  just  pitched  upon 
the  quay  off  an  Iceland  boat,  Mr.  Hanbury  paused 
to  learn  that  these  black-coated  monsters  were  often 
cafied  "the  parsons,"  and  that  a  slice  off  the  best 
parts  is  easily  mistaken  for  salmon.  He  was  reminded 
of  the  great  demand  for  cod-roe,  which  is  in  large 
request  by  Frenchmen  for  catching  sardines ;  and 
he  was  told  that  12,000  barrels  of  cod-liver  were 
annually  consumed  at  the  dock  in  the  getting  of  oil 
for  tanning  purposes.    The  offal  at  the  dock  sums 
up  to  12,000  tons,  and  yields  3,000  tons  of  manure  


a  fact  of  special  interest  for  a  Minister  of  Agriculture. 
"How  far  do  you  go  for  the  fish?"  asked  Mr. 
Hanbury,  and  he  marvelled  when  he  was  told  that 
trim  httle  boats  went  1,300  miles  from  home  to 
waters  "  within  easy  distance  of  Greenland."  Going 
to  the  St.  Andrew's  extension,  the  party  got  some 
impressions  of  the  herring  trade.    The  big  carrier 
steamer  Argo  had  just  come  from  Stavanger,  and 
had  discharged  300  tons  of  fine  herring,  which  had 
been  disposed  of  at  20s.  6d.  per  box  of  eighteen 
stones.    Her  cargo  was  worth  about  £2,000;  the 
bulk  of  it  will  be  cured  in  Hull,  while  the  rest  will 
be  sent  off  to  the  big  centres  of  population.  Mr. 
Hanbury  listened  with  koon  interest  to  what  was 
said  about  the  Norwegian  herring  trade.    The  fish 
are  trapped  in  the  fjords  by  stretching  nets  across 
the  mouths  of  these  inlets  of  the  sea,  and  they 
are  kept  there  until  a  favourable  market  occurs, 
and  then  they  are  lifted  out.   The  fact  that  millions 
of  fish  are  kept  for  long  periods  cooped  up  in  these 
"traps,"  and  that  their  food  consequently  becomes 
scarce,  is  sufficient  to  account  for  their  being  so 
much  more  flabby  when  compared,  say,  with  the 
"caller  herrin',  new  drawn  frae  the  Forth."  The 
party  went  to  the  trawler  offices  adjoining  St. 
Andrew's  Club,  and  assembled  in  the  board  room 
to  take  leave  of  their  guest.    Mr.  L.  Spring  took 
the  chair  and  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Han- 
bury for  his  kindness  in  accepting  their  invitation 
to  visit  the  dock.    Trade  had  not  been  as  pros- 
perous as  they  could  have  wished  during  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  but  by  having  a  Government  De- 
partment devoted  to  their  interests  they  felt  justified 
in  hoping  that  matters  would  improve".  (Applause.) 
Mr.  Spring  then  handed  to  Mr.  Hanbury  several 
sheets  of  foolscap  filled  with  statistics  prepared  by 
the  North-Eastem  Railway  Company  (which  is  the 
dock  authority),  and  showing  the  extent  of  the 
industry  at  the  Hull  dock?.    He  read  out  some  of 
the  more  striking  totals,  showing,  for  instance,  that 
while  in  1891  there  were  2403  vessels  entering  the 
dock,  with  a  registered  tonnage  of  149,000,  in  1902 
the  number  of  vessels  had  increased  to  6233,  with  a 
tonnage  of  384  308.    Again,  in  1890  they  dealt  with 
11,788  tons  of  herrings,  while  in  1902  the  import 
had  increased  to  20,445  tons.    And  in  the  same 
period  the  trawl  fish  landed  had  increased  from 
19,839  tons  to  72,109  tons.    By  such  figures  as  these 
he  was  able  to  show  the  magnitude  of  the  trade  in 
Hull,  and  he  was  heartily  applauded  when  he  pleaded 
for  it  that  amount  of  attention  to  which  it  was  fairly 
entitled.    Mr.  J.  H.  Robins  said :  For  many  years 
they  had  been  delving  at  the  Government  for  the 
establishment  of    a    Fisheries  Department  with 
increased  status,  and  naturally  they  were  pleassd 
when  they  heard  that  Mr.   Hanbury  had  been 
appointed  the  head  of  such  a  department.  He 
could    assure    the    right    hon.    gentleman  that 
they    were    looking    forward    to    great  things. 
Mr.  Christopher  desired  to  remind  their  guest  "of 
the  enormous  amount  of  property  concerned  in  the 
industry,  exceeding  a  million  and  a  quarter  sterling. 
Mr.  Hanbury  thanked  them  for  their  kind  reception. 
Ho  accepted  the  invitation  knowing  that  he  would 
have  a  good  deal  to  do  with  their  industry  in  the 
future.    An  Act  of  Parliament  would  be  required  to 
transfer  the  fisheries  to  his  department,  and  as  there 
was  to  be  a  change  the  sooner  it  took  place  the  better. 
It  was  a  wise  step  to  get  the  food  supplies  of  the 
country  into  the  hands  of  one  department,  and 
although  that  one  department  was  not  t  j  be 
devoted  exclusively  to  fisheries,   they  must  not 
suppose  that  they  would  not  get  the  fullest  atten- 
tion.   He  had  been  very  greatly  interested  in  what 
he  had  seen  that  day,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would 
not  be  his  last  visit  to  the  Fish  Dock  at  Hull.  He 
meant  to  get  his  information  at  first  hand.  In- 
formation transmitted  to  Government  departments 
usually  had  to  pass  through  so  many  hands  that 
eventually  they  did  not  get  the  real  facts  of  the 
cases.    He  intended  to  go  among  the  people  in- 
terested, to  rub  shoulders  with  them,  and  to  get  to 
know  from  them  how  far  the  Government  could 
assist  them  in  their  undertakings.    One  gentleman 
had  said  that  they  hoped  for  great  things.  After 
all,  and  with  the  best  intentions,  the  work  can  only 
be  very  hmited ;  but  he  promised  them  that  he 
would  throw  himself  heart   and  soul  into  that 
work.    He  promised  them  hard  work  in  their  ser- 
vice.   He  felt  certain  that  something  could  be  done 
to  help  so  great  and  important  an  industry  as 
theirs.    (Loud  applause.) 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Tiih,  Flies,  Fisliin^  an  l 
Fishermen.  By  COTSWOLD  Isvs,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Uandy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  "Those  remark ibly  well-written 
verses.'— Coventry  Patmoiik  (of  "The  May  Fly  '  in  the  Vol.). 
The  Fitld  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has  written  some  of  the  sweetest 
angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  .  '  Lyra  Piscatoria  '  is  a  delightful 
volume."  The  AmaUur  Angltr  lays :  "  All  the  poems  are 
refreshing,  many  of  them  superb ;  the  genial  ham  lur,  for 
example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as  anything  I  remem- 
ber." The  book  may  be  ubtaluej  from  the  Authir.  ad  IresseJ 
to  Clark's  Library,  Dorkin;,  at  the  reduced  prlee  of  U.  01. 
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Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remakks. — The  coarse  fish- 
ing season  closed  badly  on  many  of  the  lower 
sections  of  the  river  in  consequence  of  all  the  weir 
sluices  being  drawn,  which  increased  the  strength 
of  the  stream  and  upset  the  ordinary  swims.  Even 
in  shallow  water  near  the  bank  the  stream  was 
very  strong,  and  it  was  artificial,  being  practically 
a  suction  caused  by  the  drawing  off  of  the  water. 
In  the  upper  reaches,  such  as  Marlow  and  Henley, 
where  the  water  is  deeper  and  less  affected  by  the 
"draw,"  sport  was  much  better,  some  good  takes 
of  roach  being  recorded.  Dace  are  now  heading 
well  up  to  the  weirs  for  spawning,  and  in  the  early 
part  of  the  week,  when  the  weather  was  warmer, 
one  or  two  trout  were  seen  on  the  move.  The 
plentiful  supply  of  water  should  have  the  effect  of 
improving  Thames  trouting,  which  opens  on  April  1 . 
Five  hundred  yearling  salmon  were  netted  from  the 
Denham  Fishery  on  Tuesday  and  turned  into  the 
Thames  at  Teddington  Weir  on  Wednesday. — 
F.  H.  Amphxett. 

;  (Henley). — Altliough  the  water  was  not  in  the 

best  of  condition  for  pike  fishing  during  the  close  of 
the  season,  some  grand  sport  was  had  among  the 
roach,  the  bank  anglers  making  the  best  bags.  Mr. 
C.  Barnett  had  the  best  take  of  jack.  During  the 
last  week,  fishing  with  R.  Young,  at  Medenham,  on 
March  9,  401b.  of  jack  were  taken,  including  two  of 
71b.  each  and  one  of  101b.  4oz. ;  on  the  11th,  Mr. 
Bouffer  took  27AIb.  of  roach  from  the  bank,  the 
same  angler  making  bags  of  these  fish  during 
the  week  of  181b.  and  371b.  ;  on  the  same  date  Mr. 
Rorser  took  25|lb.  of  roach  ;  on  the  13th,  Mr.  Baker, 
Ealing  Angling  Club,  took  35Ib.  of  roach,  Mr. 
Cartright,  Oglander  Angling  Club,  17 Jib.  of  roach, 
and  Mr.  King  101b,  of  roach,  the  best  of  these  fish 
weighing  lib.  4oz.  and  lib.  8oz.  Mr.  Hobbs  took 
three  dozen  roach  and  two  small  jack  on  March  12, 
while  fishing  with  R.  Young.  Mr.  R.  Escombe  and 
party,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett  and  son,  took  nearly 
1201b.  of  roach  and  several  jack  up  to  51b.  during 
the  week.  Several  anglers  were  out  pike  fishing 
during  the  week,  but  sport  was  quiet.  The  water 
is  in  splendid  condition  now  there  is  no  fishing,  and 
there  seems  every  prospect  of  the  trout  season 
opening  well. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire).  —  The  last 

fourteen  days  of  the  pike  fishing  here  have  proved 
very  successful.  Mr.  Brotherton,  a  very  enthusiastic 
local  angler  succeeded  in  landing  a  fine  pike  after 
thirty  minutes'  careful  handling,  weighing  21Jlb. ; 
its  length  was  three  feet  six  inches,  and  girth  one 
foot  eleven  inches,  a  perfect  specimen.  He  also 
caught  two  others,  9Ib.  and  61b.  Another  old  hand 
captured  three  handsome  fish,  weighing  131b.  ; 
several  others  have  been  taken.  These  anglers 
have  been  anxiously  waiting  for  some  weeks  for  the 
floods  to  settle  down.  The  river  will  be  in  splendid 
order  for  the  coming  season  ;  some  very  fine  trout 

have  been  seen  on  the  move  to  the  March  Brown.  

CnAS.  Powell. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterheach).— Pike  fishing 
on  this  stretch  of  water  the  last  few  days  of  the 
season  yielded  excellent  sport.  Several  rods  out, 
most  of  them  had  fish,  some  rods  more  successful 
than  others ;  those  that  had  the  most  baits  creeled 
from  six  to  nine  fish  in  a  few  hours.  On  the  whole, 
tlie  past  season  has  been  a  very  fair  one  for  sport. 
The  strong  winds  kept  roach  fishing  quiet,  only  bait 
size  were  had,  and  these  for  baits  were  found  useful. 
—J OHN  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams.— In  Cornwall  the  streams, 
excluding  those  which  belong  to  the  Tamar  and 
Plym  Conservancy,  opened  for  trout  fishing  on 
March  16.  Nothing  was  favourable.  The  waters 
were  bank  high,  and  the  wind  was,  to  say  the  very 
best  of  it,  unkind.  Yet  the  Cornish  rivers  are  later 
to  commence  than  those  of  the  border  county  of 
Devon,  where  anglers  may  fish  in  some  instances  all 
through  February.  My  own  experience  this  season 
with  fly  13  that  March  16  is  soon  enough.  Despite 
the  mild  winter  trout  are  no  more  advanced  in 
condition  than  they  usually  are  in  the  severest  of 
winters.    So  let  us  look  forward  to  April. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  Baskets  have 
during  the  week  been  generally  small,  although 
several  fine  catches  are  reported.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  water  is  much  too  heavy  for  fishing, 
and  anglers  are  unable  to  get  near  the  favourite 
spots  on  the  river  owing  to  the  big  water,  so  there 
IS  a  difficulty  to  know  where  to  fish.  On  March  11 
Mr.  E.  Distin  secured  a  fine  basket  of  thirty  trout, 
whilst  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green  estimates  his  catches 
on  Monday,  March  9,  the  following  Wednesday, 
March  11,  and  Saturday,  March  14,  at  nine 
dozen,  most  of  which  he  secured  at  Hood  Bridge, 


In  a  fortnight  Mr.  Salisbury,  a  gentleman  who  is 
staying  at  Stretchford,  landed  458  trout  from  the 
stream  about  Staverton  and  Buckfastleigh.  The 
weir  netting  has  not  been  so  successful  up  to  the 
present  as  was  anticipated,  but  eighteen  salmon 
and  one  truff  have  been  captured.  On  Tuesday 
Mr.  A.  M.  Hawey,  at  Ashburton,  creeled  a  trout  of 
2Jlb.  On  March  12  and  13  Mr.  E.  Distin  and  Mr. 
Ackrell  had  good  baskets,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin 
also  had  half-a-dozen.  One  day  last  week  Mr.  Colin 
May,  of  Staverton,  landed  two  kelts,  which  he 
returned  to  the  water.  Only  one  salmon  is  reported 
to  liave  been  taken  by  rod  and  line  during  the 
week,  and  this  one  by  a  gentleman  residing  at 
Buckfastleigh. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Creedy,  Yeo,  and 
Culm  have  bsen  much  coloured,  and  no  sport  has 
been  obtained  ;  anglers  are  hoping  for  a  spell  of  fine 
weather  to  enable  them  to  successfully  cast  the 
line.  In  the  Carey  a  dozen  and  half  trout  in  fairly 
good  condition  have  been  secured.  On  the  Otter 
some  good  baskets  have  been  taken.  The  Secretary 
for  State  has,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  Wild  Birds  Protection  Acts,  1880 
and  1902,  and  upon  application  by  the  County 
Council  of  the  Administrative  County  of  Devon, 
made  an  order  that  those  parts  of  the  county  which 
are  comprised  within  the  limits  of  the  River  Dart 
Fishery  District  shall  be  exempted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act  of  1880  as  to  the  protection  of  shags 
and  cormorants. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Anglers  are  still  having  good 
sport  with  the  salmon.  Between  March  12  and  16, 
in  the  Boat  pool  at  Wetheral,  Mr.  CoUingwood  had 
three,  181b.,  161b.,  and  111b.;  Mr.  J.  Howe,  two, 
191b.  and  181b.  In  the  Corby  water,  Mr.  H.  Law- 
son,  three,  151b.,  101b.,  and  91b. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Stanley, 
one,  91b  :  and  the  keeper  one,  81b,  Below  Wetheral 
bridge,  Mr.  C.  Scott,  three,  181b.,  81b.,  and  81b.  ; 
Mr.  C.  Clarke,  one,  221b. ;  and  Mr.  A.  H.  llling- 
worth,  one,  91b.  In  the  Warwick  Hall  water,  Mr.  C. 
Liddell  had  four;  Mr.  L.  G.  Bramwell,  one,  141b.; 
and  J.  Bell,  one,  161b.  In  the  Crosby  water,  Mr. 
Hodgkinson,  killed  two,  171b.  and  141b.;  and  Mr. 
R.  Raine,  one,  91b.  At  Brocklewath,  Mr.  T.  L. 
Atkinson  had  four,  191b.,  131b.,  101b.,  and  8Ib.  In 
the  Low  House  water,  Mr.  W.  Farrer,  two,  171b. 
and  101b. ;  and  at  Armathwaite  Castle  Mr.  Edwards 
killed  three.  The  river  was  again  in  flood  on 
Wednesday.  There  has  been  no  trout  fishing  yet 
worth  mentioning.  There  has  been  too  much  snow 
in  the  water  for  trout  to  rise. — Silver  Geey. 

Hak  (Whithy).— Monday  last  being  the  opening 
day  for  trout  fishing  in  the  Esk  Fishery  District 
there  were  several  rods  out,  but  owing  to  the  strong 
winds  which  have  prevailed  only  moderate  sport 
has  been  obtained  during  the  week,  although  the 
water  was  in  excellent  condition  for  angling.  At 
the  time  of  writing  the  river  is  in  flood,  and  the 
prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  only  moderate. 
The  catches  to  hand  are  : — Mr.  J.  C.  Walker,  three 
brace  of  trout,  and  Mr.  Horsfall,  one  brace  of 
pinkneys  and  four  brace  of  trout.  On  Wednesday 
the  Esk  Fishery  Association  successfully  turned 
into  the  river  1000  two-year-old  trout  from  the 
Howietoun  Hatchery,  Stirling,  N.B. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  The  salmon  and 
trout  have  both  been  giving  anglers  a  busy  time,  a 
goodly  number  of  the  former  having  been  caught 
between  Cowley  and  Brampford  Speke,  the  most 
successful  catches  having  been  made  by  Captain 
Cook,  Messrs.  Connett,  Crowson,  Patterson,  and 
others,  the  two  first-named  having  on  one  day 
secured  three  salmon  each;  the  fish  have  been  in 
excellent  condition,  and  averaging  about  101b.  each. 
In  the  Exe,  Creedy,  Culme,  and  Upper  Exe  several 
good  creels  have  been  scored,  the  best  killing  flies 
being  Blue  Upright,  Yellow  Dun,  Pheasant  Tail, 
Middle  Blue,  and  March  Brown,  the  fish  running  a 
good  size  and  in  fine  condition.  The  "under 
surface  "  fishing,  which  closed  last  week,  finished 
fairly  well,  some  pike  and  perch  being  caught  with 
live  bait  and  red  worms  respectively  in  the  Exe  near 
this  city,  and  a  few  in  the  canal.  The  river  is  now 
in  excellent  state  for  the  salmon  and  trout  fisher- 
men.—Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Camhs).— 
As  we  anticipated,  a  good  number  of  visitors  came 
down  into  Fen  land  to  see  the  conclusion  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season,  but,  taken  as  a  whole,  sport 
was  only  tame.  Fairly  good  takes  of  roach  were 
reported  from  the  Middle  Level  drain,  particularly 
that  undisturbed  by  the  dredger.  The  Glen  at 
Surfleet  has  been  unusually  well  patronised,  and  in 
some  instances  excellent  sport  was  the  outcome. 
Both  maggots  and  worms  were  used,  and  the 
latter  drew  roach  and  perch  of  good  proportions. 
Jackson's  swim  is  said  to  have  produced  the  beat 
baskets.  Anglers  will  now  turn  their  attention  to 
trout-fishing.— Limpet. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— There  has  been 
little  or  no  improvement  in  the  weather  during  the 
week,  day  after  day  has  been  stormy  and  wet,  and 


fisliing  has  been  carried  on  in  much  discomfort.  On 
March  11,  Mr.  Pine  killed  eight  trout  weighing  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Crowther  had  seven,  51b.  3oz.  ;  Messrs.  Dean, 
six,  31b.  12oz. ;  and  Mr.  Sheather,  three,  21b.  On 
the  12th,  Mr.  Pine  creeled  eleven  |fish,  71b.  9oz.  ; 
Messrs.  Dean  and  Sheather,  eight  fish  each,  51b. 
3oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Crowther,  three,  lib.  8oz.  On  the 
13th,  Mr.  Pine  killed  six  fish  weighing  51b.  13oz.. 
the  best  fish  scaling  nearly  21b.  ;  Mr.  Crowther  had 
six,  41b.  2oz. ;  and  Messrs.  Dean  four,  31b.  2oz.  The 
14th  was  an  impossible  day,  and  no  fishing  was 
done.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Crowther  killed  seven, 
51b.  2oz ;  Messrs.  Dean  six,  41b.  6oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Pine 
two,  lib.  12oz.  On  the  1 7th,  Mr.  Pine  killed  ten  trout 
in  a  couple  of  hours.  There  was  a  very  good  after- 
noon rise  at  the  Black  Gnat.  The  fish  are  in  very 
good  condition,  and  are  certainly  improving  every 
year. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Saturday  (March  14)  saw 
the  conclusion  of  pike  and  perch  fishing  so  far  as 
the  public  waters  are  concerned,  and  on  that  day 
the  Lea  Valley  was  visited  by  a  heavy  thunder- 
storm accompanied  by  hail.  The  river  continues 
in  good  colour,  and  some  good  roach  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  basketed  in  to-morrow's  competition  at 
St.  Margaret's  in  aid  of  the  A.  B.  S.  There  is  a 
talk  of  a  thousand  anglers  putting  in  an  appearance 
on  that  occasion.  I  have  again  little  sport  to  record, 
but  a  few  decent  roach  have  been  taken  at  Ware 
and  Hertford.  Week-end  fishing  generally  proved 
disappointing,  but  at  Broxboume  Messrs.  Booth 
and  Meadowcroft  had  an  enjoyable  day  among  the 
roach,  and  Mr.  Bayliff  last  week  there  took  some 
pound  fish  in  this  class.  The  tributary  Stort  is 
now  closed  to  all  angling  for  coarse  fish. — Izaak 
Walton. 

iMUgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
have  been  visited  with  some  heavy  rain,  and  they 
are  still  high  and  coloured  and  out  of  order  for  fly. 
The  weather  still  remains  unsettled,  rain  nearly 
every  day,  and  the  prospects  for  fishing  are  very 
bad,  and  it  will  take  some  days  before  the  water 
will  be  in  anything  like  order  for  fly,  in  fact,  more 
rain  threatens.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm  has 
been  tried,  and  a  few  trout  landed,  but  anglers  are 
anxious  for  the  fly  fishing  to  begin.  The  Pinsley  is 
coloured. — Gwynne, 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingslaud).— 
Weather  continues  very  unsettled,  rain  falling 
more  or  less  each  day,  at  times  heavily,  and  so 
keeps  the  rivers  in  a  high  and  muddy  condition — 
about  three-parts  bank  high— with  no  present  pros- 
pect of  a  favourable  change,  and  until  such  occurs 
there  will  be  no  possible  chance  of  fishing. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).  —  Rough,  wild 
weather  has  prevailed  for  the  past  week,  the  wind 
having  been  very  strong  and  cold.  Nevertheless, 
the  trout  have  taken  well,  and  the  large  takes 
mentioned  in  last  report  still  continue.  On  March 
16,  a  rod  using  the  Rolle  Hotel  ticket  took  nine 
brace,  among  which  were  trout  of  |lb.  and  over. 
The  Blues,  Partridge  Hackles,  and  Pheasant  Tail- 
bodied  Reds  are  good  flies.  To-day  (Wednesday, 
March  18)  the  river  is  in  spate  and  too  dirty  for  the 
fly,  but  twenty-four  hours  without  rain  will  bring 
it  back  to  fly-fishing  order  again. — Hebon. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  getting  down  in  very 
good  condition,  and  just  suited  to  the  fly.  Sport 
seems  to  be  very  good  on  all  the  rivers,  and  I  have 
seen  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  in  prime  condition. 
A  fresh  run  salmon  was  caught  last  week  on  the 
Dart,  and  there  are  others  running  up ;  everything 
bids  fair  for  an  early  season  for  these  fish. — William 
Heardeb. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Save  for  a  day  or  two  in 
the  past  week  the  river  has  been  too  high  and  dis- 
coloured even  for  spinning,  and  very  few  trout  have 
as  yet  been  caught.  It  is  just  as  well,  however, 
that  conditions  have  been  adverse,  as  the  fish  are 
not  yet  fit  to  be  caught,  and  further  respite  is 
desirable.  The  capture  of  a  41b.  2oz.  Severn  perch 
by  Mr.  T.  Miller,  of  Shrewsbury,  was  last  week 
recorded  in  the  local  Press.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  perch  are  taken  so  close  upon  their 
spawning  time,  as  they  are  not  numerous  in  the 
river.  Indignant  complaints  are  being  made  by 
Shrewsbury  anglers  concerning  illega  netting  in  and 
above  the  borough  reaches  of  the  Severn.  There  is 
absolutely  no  protection  afforded  by  the  Board  of 
Conservators  in  return  for  nearly  £200  contributed 
annually  from  Shropshire  by  anglers,  which  i-j 
manifestly  vmjust,  as  the  money  is  spent  for  the 
benefit  of  salmon  netsmen  elsewhere.  A  number  of 
good  pike  were  recently  caught. — Hapben. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Owing  to  the  excessive  rain  the  rivers  are 
flooded  and  out  of  condition,  rendering  angling  a 
matter  of  impossibility.  A  very  keen  east  wind  has 
also  added  to  the  general  discomfort. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Owing 
to  adverse  weather  and  water  the  wind  up  of  the 
coarse  fish  season  was  uneventful.   Members  of  the 
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Biighton  Anglers'  Association  have  the  liberty  of 
fisliing  for  roach  until  the  end  of  the  month  on  the 
Ou«e.  In  reply  to  several  inquiries  the  headquarters 
0+'  the  Brighton  Anglers'  Association  are  Imperial 
Hotel.  Queen's-road.  Brighton,  the  subscription 
10s.  Od.  per  annum,  and  the  courteous  secretary, 
Mr.  G.  Doughty,  will  supply  all  information.  A 
nice  bit  of  water  is  the  Victoria  Gardens,  Burgess 
Hill,  and  well  stocked  with  carp,  tench,  roach,  and 
rainbow  trout.  Members  have  also  a  railway 
privilege  ticket,  entitling  them  to  travel  at  reduced 
fares.  In  West  Sussex  we  have  harbour  fishing  at 
Chichester  Harbour,  where  smelt,  codling,  bass,  and 
flat-fish  are  to  be  had;  and  the  Arun  at  Little- 
hampton  and  up  to  Arundel  is  noted  for  mullet 
and  bass.  A  few  smelts  have  already  been  taken 
from  Chichester  Harbour,  and  codling  from  the 
Arun. — Geoege  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
out  of  order  for  fishing,  being  high  and  muddy,  and 
on  March  15  was  running  higher  than  it  has  been 
for  weeks,  and  angling  prospects  are  very  bad  at 
present.  Rain  has  been  had,  but  they  must  have 
had  very  bad  weather  up  the  country  to  cau.se 
such  a  flush  of  water,  and  all  thoughts  of  fly  fishing 
are  at  an  end  for  at  least  a  week.  Before  the  rain 
the  water  was  getting  in  good  order  again,  and 
anglers  were  out  with  worm,  and  fine  fish  landed. 
Along  the  FoUey  trout  and  grayling  lib.  in  weight  were 
taken  with  worm.  Fishing  on  Friday  in  the  Teme  at 
Burway,  Mr.  McMicking  hooked  a  fine  pike,  and 
after  a  good  fight  landed  a  fish,  lOJlb.,  in  fine  con- 
dition. With  the  worm,  on  the  same  water,  another 
angler  landed  81b.  of  coarse  fish.  We  are  informed 
that  the  Oakley  Park  water,  which  was  closed  last 
year  by  Lord  Windsor  to  improve  the  fishing,  will 
be  opened  again  this  year.  This  will  be  good  news 
for  anglers,  who  have  for  years  had  tickets  to  fish  in 
this  fine  water.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Led- 
wyche  are  all  running  coloured.  A  few  trout  taken 
from  Corve  with  worm  on  Saturday.— T.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  district  con- 
tinues to  run  high  and  muddy,  and  nothing  but 
unsettled  weather  prevails.  There  must  have 
been  very  rough  weather  on  Saturday  up  the 
country,  as  the  water  rose  quite  high  on  Sunday, 
and  has  completely  spoiled  any  chance  there  was  of 
fly-fishing,  and  nothing  will'  be  done  this  week. 
Trout  have  been  taking  worm,  and  a  few  have  tried 
this  bait  with  fair  success,  and  several  good  trout 
were  landed.  With  fine  weather  and  water  trout- 
fishing  will  be  good  with  fly. — Woecesteb. 

Torcross  Ley  (S.  Devon).— Very  good  sport  for 
the  week  ending  March  14.  Mr.  H.  C.  Mills  caught 
several  good  baskets  of  rudd,  seven  of  the  best  he 
sent  to  Messrs.  Coopers  to  be  set  up.  The  two 
largest  scaled  21b.  8oz.  and  21b.  4oz. ;  he  also  caught 
many  pike  during  the  week,  the  largest  81b. — W.  V. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  wet  weather  still  continues, 
consequently  very  little  angling  has  been  done,  the 
river  having  been  in  flood  since  last  Saturday, 
Previous  to  that  a  few  fishermen  were  out  and 
obtained  some  sport  with  trout,  but  up  to  the  present 
time  no  new  salmon  had  been  seen  ortouched.  Among 
those  who  have  been  successful  with  trout  were  • — 
On  March  11,  Messrs.  S.  A.  Hiley..  .TP.,  A.  J. 
Thomas,  J.  Pitt,  and  E.  Bowyer  ;  on  the  12th, 
Messrs.  R.  W.  Rickards,  J. P.,  S.  A.  Hiley,  J. P., 
J.  Pitt,  A.  J.  Thomas,  and  Jas.  Phillips  ;  on  the 
13th — the  best  day— Mr.  R.  W.  Rickards,  J. P., 
obtained  three  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  R.  St.  Johr'i 
Beaaley,  six  brace ;  Mr.  Jas.  Phillips,  five  brace ; 
and  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Bates,  six  and  a  half  brace.  A 
few  small  baskets  have  been  tiken  in  the  tribu- 
taries on  ground  bait. — T.  R. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lines).  — 
The  close  of  the  coarse  fishing  seasor;  on  the  Witham 
has  not  be  marked  by  anything  remarkable.  Scores 
of  visitors  made  the  lower  lengths  their  destination, 
but  Bardney,  as  usual,  received  attention,  notwith- 
standing the  water  being  high.    Lincoln  men  had 


their  efforts  rewarded  by  pursuing  what  is  called 
"  tight  corking  "  By  fishing  on  the  margin  some  fine 
roach  were  banked.  As  in  flood  time  the  old  Bar- 
ling's Eau  has  yielded  tolerably  well,  while  the 
Sineil  Dyke  yielded  fish  up  to  the  average.  Roaoh- 
ing  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  river  has  not  been 
what  they  call  good.  Perch  have  been  moderately 
well  on  the  feed  at  the  drain  ends,  and  live  bait 
have  accounted  for  a  few  pike.  Reports  from 
Boston  are  very  poor.  A  few  good  roach  have  been 
cnptured  on  the  Bain,  and  some  good  flsh  have  been 
grassed  above  Conningsby  Mill.  A  few  choice  lots 
of  dace  also  are  noticed.  For  three  months  now  we 
have  to  seek  "fresh  woods  and  pastures  new." — 
Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  weather  has  been  very  change- 
able, and  the  rivers  have  not  been  in  the  best  of 
form  for  the  opening  of  the  trout  season.  Heavy 
rains  fell  on  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  (March  13 
and  14),  therefore  all  our  Yorkshire  rivers  have 
been  running  pretty  full.    On  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Yore  the  bitter  south-west  wind  and  icy  showers 
kept  the  majority  of  anglers  at  home.    Only  half-a- 
dozen  anglers  turned  out  between  Hawes  and'  Middle- 
ham  on  March  10;  one  caught  three  brace,  that 
being  the  best  dish  I  have  heard  of  this  week.  The 
Hawes  Angling  Association  held  their  annual  dinner 
at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Hawes,  on  Friday  evening  last ; 
eighty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excel' 
lent  repast,  which  was  provided  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Burton.    After  dinner  the  rest  of  the  evening  was 
spent   in  harmony.     Dr.    Grime   presided.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  fishing  fairly  well  at  Ilkley,  con- 
sidering the  boisterous  wind  anglers  have  had 
to  contend  against.    On  Monday  the  water  was 
rather  coloured  ;  several  anglers  were  out  between 
Ilkley  and  Ben  Rhydding.    Mr.  Ellis  Branlands 
caught  fourteen  nice  fish  with  fiy,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  had  baskets  ranging  from  three  to  six 
brace    of  fish :   Messrs.  Brumfitt,   Tetley,  Rose. 
Prince,  and  Leech.    There  was  very  little  insect  life 
about,  but  the  fish  rose  well,  the  following  files 
being  found  to  kill:  Winter  Brown,  Snipe  Bloa, 
Snipe  and  Purple  and  Waterhen  Bloa.  In  the  lower 
reaches  only  moderate  sport  has  been  met  with. 
Very  little  has  been  done  on   the  Nidd.  The 
Derwent  has  been  visited  by  a  few  anglers  at 
Teddingham,  School  House  Hill,  and  Malton.  On 
Saturday  sport  was  only  moderate  ;  however,  Mr. 
J.    Pickersgill   landed   a  fine   specimen  grayling 
weighing  21b.  loz.,  wliichhas  been  sent  for  preserva- 
tion.   Speaking  of  the  trout  prospects  of  York- 
shire,  also   restocking,  this  year  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery    Boaid    are    distributing    500  yearling 
trout  to   each    of    the    following   angling  asso- 
ciations:— Knaresborough  Angling  Club,  Ryburn 
Angling     Club     (Sowerby     Bridge),     Black  Ox 
Angling  Club   (Bedale),   Kirkstall  Angling  Club 
(Leeds),  York  Amalgamation  of  Anglers,  Harrogate 
Conservative  Angling  Club,  Hull  Amalgamation  of 
Anglers,  Scalby  Beck  Angling  Club  (Scarborough), 
Hawes  and  High  Abbotside  Angling  Association, 
Wakefield  Fly-Fishers'  CUub,  Ripon  Angling  Club, 
Huddersfield  Angling  Club,  and  Leeds  Amalgama- 
tion of  Anglers.    On  Thursday,  March  19,  Hawes 
Angling  Association  are  turning  into  their  breeding 
streams  the  500  yearling  trout  presented  by  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board.    The  other  day  Mr.  L. 
Jacques  turned  into  the  Swale  1000  trout  in  the 
district  of  Easby  Abbey.     At  Tanfield  on  the 
Ure  the  rearing  ponds   are  full,    which   will  be 
turned  in  at  the  earliest  opportunity.     On  the 
Wharfe,    the    Burnsall    Angling    Club    turn  in 
annually  thousands  of  yearling  trout,  and  at  Ilkley 
the  munber  of  ova  hatched  was  70,000  this  season, 
and   from   the    yearling   ponds   there   has  been 
about  3000.    This  club  have  to  undertake  a  larger 
hatching-house,  enabhng  them  to  hatch  next  year 
about   250,000  ova.    On  the  Nidd   the  Knares- 
borough AngUng  Society,  which  have  their  own 
hatchery   and    rearing    ponds,    have    turned  in 
annually  a  large  stock  of  yearlings.    The  Derwent 
Angling  Club  drew  their  nursery  pond  at  Hackness, 
and  turned  3527  fine    yearling  trout   into  their 
waters.    There  are  several  other  angling  clubs  which 
turn  in  yearly  a  large  stock,  so  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  will  no  doubt  say  "  that  Yorkshire  do  their 
share  to  restocking  the  rivers."    On  Wednesday 
morning  all  the  hills  were  covered  with  a  thick 
coating    of    snow,    but    the    brilliant  sunshine 


Trout  flies  for  coming  season.    Large  stock  now  ready  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut.  Is.  Ctl.  per  dozen.    Best  long  drawn 
gut.     Selected  horsehair  on  eyed  hooks,  Is.  9d.  per  dozen 
Double  wiiig  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.    Fly  dressing  material— wino-s 
hackles,  silks,  etc.    Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'' 
requirements.   Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins 
Large  stock  of  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.    Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.   Loose  hooks,  best  quality 
id.  per  dozen  ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.    Best  tapered  horsehair 
I  casts.  Is.  each,  tested.    Best  tapered  gut  casts.  Is.  each  Fly 
!  makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc.— J.  E.  Miller 
I  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds.' 


has  melted  it,  and  it  is  fast  running  into  the  river-j; 
It  will  be  a  day  or  two  before  there  will  be  any 
successful  angling  done.  The  best  flies  for  the 
present  are  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
Snipe  Bloa.  If  these  fail  to  tempt  the  trout  to 
rise,  try  the  Miller's  Thumb  D.^von  and  a  natural 
minnow  on  the  '-Ariel"  tackle. — John  E.  Miller 
Northern  Angler.^'  Depot,  I!),  Now  Station-street! 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  recent  unsettled 
character  of  the  weather  has  been  unfavourable  for 
salmon  fishing,  both  in  the  Solway  and  in  the 
Border  rivers.  Yet  a  number  of  nice  spring  salmon 
were  taken  in  the  Forth  during  the  week  in  both 
the  stake  nets  and  the  pr)ke  nets;  but  .so  far  the 
season  has  not  been  a  profitable  one.  An  odd  fish 
or  two  have  been  caught  in  the  haaf  nets  on  the 
Bowness  side  of  the  Channel.  Angling  in  the  whole 
of  the  tw  o  rivers  and  tributaries  opened  on  Monday. 
The  lower  waters  of  the  Esk  were  already  open, 
and  on  Saturday  Mr.  McLellan,  in  the  private 
water  on  the  English  side  of  the  river,  caught  a 
new  run  salmon  weighing  101b.,  and  during  the 
week  his  gillie  killed  two  new  run  fish  weighing 
131b.  and  111b.  On  the  Scottish  side  of  the  Cauldron 
pool  Dr.  Anderson,  Eskbank,  Canonbie,  landed  a 
fine  spring  salmon  after  a  good  run. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Ardgfay,  N.B.).-^On  March  11,  Mr. 
George  MacDonald,  Invercharron,  on  Mr.  Little- 
.john's  rod,  had  a  salmon  of  91b..  Mr.  George  Ross, 
Braelangwell,  two,  and  Mr.  James  Wilson  two.  On 
Mr.  MacLeod's  rod,  Mr.  Alex.  Munro,  Lower  Gled- 
field,  got  one  of  101b.  on  March  10,  and  one  of  141b. 
on  March  13.— B. 

Deveron  (BanfFsMre).— Fairly  good  sport  con- 
tinues to  be  had  on  the  middle  reache.s,  the  heaviest 
salmon  scaling  about  121b.  A  fair  number  of  flsh 
are  being  got  daily  by  the  net  fishermen  on  the  Duff 
House  water.  Very  few  sea  trout  are  being  netted, 
the  weight  being  lib.  to  IJIb.  The  marked  .salmon 
(kelt)  caught  on  the  Avochie  section  of  ths  river, 
weighing  6f  lb.,  was  originally  taken  and  marked  at 
Atdmeallie  on  Sept.  9,  1901,  and  it  then  weighed 
71b.  A  live  seal  was  captured  on  March  11  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river. — H.  W. 

Pindhorn  (Morayshire). — Fishing  on  the  Altyre 
water,  on  March  12,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barton  had  a  nice 
fish  of  121b.  On  the  13th,  McKenzie  (gillie),  a 
beauty  of  181b.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Barton  had 
another  of  81b.  On  the  lower  reaches  fish  so  far 
appear  to  be  rather  scarce,  those  which  do  enter 
running  straight  up  to  the  higher  water.  Good 
baskets  of  finnock  and  sea-trout,  however,  are 
being  taken  near  the  mouth,  and  if  once  the  snow- 
broth  would  disappear  we  may  expect  good  fish 
and  plenty  of  them. — Duncan  R.  Leitch. 

Loch  Leven. — Many  old  frequenters  of  Loch 
Leven  after  their  experience  on  the  loch  towards 
the  close  of  last  season  laid  aside  their  rods  in  the 
belief  that  its  fame  had  departed  as  a  trouting  loch, 
and  that  in  future  it  would  only  be  recognised  as 
affording  sport  to  the  pike  fisher  and  the  gunner. 
The  failure  of  rod  fishing  last  year  was  mainly 
owing  to  the  first  marked  signs  of  rapid  decay  of 
the  American  weed,  which  was  first  ob-served  in  the 
loch  seven  years  ago  and  has  since  spread,  till  last 
year  its  dense  growth  asserted  itself  all  over  the 
loch,  the  only  portion  that  remained  comparatively 
free  being  the  famous  sandy  shallows  at  the  east  side. 
It  was  found  that  pike  had  increeised  to  a  serious 
extent  owing  to  the  restricted  operations  of  netting 
due  to  the  netting  stations  being  mostly  closed  in 
by  the  weed,  and  to  the  pike  finding  a  harbour  in 
its  favouring  clumps.  The  Association  expect  in  a 
short  time  to  have  the  pike  reduced  to  a  reasonable 
limit.  The  last  spawning  season  was  a  very  favour- 
able one,  and  the  number  of  trout  seen  in  the 
spawning  streams  was  quite  up  to  average,  including 
small  fish,  which  showed  that  the  failure  of  the 
fishing  last  year  was  due  entirely  to  the  discoloured 
state  of  water  from  the  weed.  Anglers,  no  doubt, 
will  be  also  gratified  to  learn  that  the  American 
weed  appears  to  have  now  exhausted  itself.  A 
boat  was  out  on  Monday  (March  16)  with  Mr. 
William  Robertson,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  James  Pvie, 
secretary  of  the  Glasgow  St.  Mungo  Club,  when  Mr! 
Pyle  captured  the  first  trout  this  season  here  ;  it 
weighed  21b.  8oz.  The  Loch  Leven  Hatchery  has 
hatched  a  splendid  stock  of  280,000  fry,  which  are 
now  three  months  old,  and  will  be  turned  into  the 
feeders  of  the  loch  whenever  the  water  is  suitable. 
The  Loch  Leven  Angling  Association  have  taken 
another  five  years'  lease  of  the  fishings  from  Sir 
Basil  Montgomery,  Bart.  On  the  whole,  prospects 
for  the  coining  season  are  encouraging. — R.  B. 
Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  Monday,  March  9,  Mr. 
E.  Ware,  London,  killed  a  fresh-run  salmon  weii'h- 
ing  8^1b.  On  March  11  Mr.  Philip  Geen.  Richmond, 
landed  .  ne  of  171b. — S.  Tilston. 
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Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— Pis^hing  fiom  Killin 
Hotel,  Loch  Tay,  on  March  12,  Mr.  A.  W.  Paul 
landed  a  sahiion  of  81b.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  Charles 
Pipe,  two  of  201b.  and  171b.  On  the  16th,  Mr. 
Berger,  one  of  251b. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingfall).— On  March  13,  Mr.  Campbell, 
Richmond,  a  salmon  of  241b.;  on  March  14,  one 
of  191b. ;  and  on  March  15,  one  of  251b. — Stewart. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — On 
March  1,  Mr.  Weller  Pooley,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  a 
salmon  on  beat  No.  2  ;  and  Mr.  Alison  Johnson, 
Skelpeck  Lodge,  on  No.  3,  two  salmon,  one  of  which . 
weighed  201b.  On  2nd,  Mr.  Broke,  Syre  Lodge, 
had  two  salmon  on  beat  No.  1  ;  Mr.  Weller  Pooley, 
one,  on  No.  2 ;  and  Mr.  Alison  Johnson,  two,  on 
No.  3.  On  3rd,  Mr.  Alison  Jolmson  caught  two 
salmon  on  beat  No.  5;  and  Mr.  Weller  Pooley,  one, 
on  No.  4.  On  4th,  Mr.  Alison  Johnson,  one,  on 
No.  5,  and  on  9th,  on  beats  2  and  3,  two  salmon, 
and  Mr.  Weller  Pooley,  two,  on  No.  1.  On  10th 
Mr.  Alison  Johnson  got  two  on  No.  3,  and  Mr. 
Weller  Pooley,  four,  on  No.  1.  On  11th,  Mr.  Alison 
Johnson,  three,  on  No.  5.  Captain  Beauclerk, 
Bettyhill  Hotel,  on  the  Dalvina  beats,  landed  five 
salmon,  one  of  them  being  a  26-pounder.  Weather 
most  unfavourable  to  angling. — 13. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Angling  on  the  Dee 
has  improved  greatly  during  the  past  week — not 
that  it  is  as  it  should  be — but  still  sport  is  being 
had  all  the  way  up  to  Braemar  ;  in  fact,  from  mouth 
to  source.  A  fresh  run  of  fish  has  been  experienced, 
and  accordingly  rods  have  been  kept  busily  employed 
on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches,  as  well  as  on  the 
upper.  On  the  Braemar  water  two  fish,  of  71b. 
and  lOJlb.,  were  got  on  Monday  (March  16)  by  the 
local  keepers.  On  the  Fife  Arms  water,  Mr.  George 
Morrison  had  one  of  7Jlb.  and  another  of  71b., 
while  Mr.  McHardie  had  one  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  Arthur 
McHardie  one  of  61b.  On  the  Balmoral  reaches  one 
and  two  are  being  got  daily,  and  when  the  Prince 
of  Wales  comes  north,  shortly,  this  section  will  be 
in  splendid  trim  for  the  spring  fishing.  On  the 
Ballater  section,  Messrs.  Bristowe,  Reid,  and  Millar 
are  having  three  and  four  fish  every  other  day  out. 
On  the  Glentana  waters,  a  good  few  fish  have  been 
got,  and  sport,  hitherto  dull,  is  now  brightening  up. 
On  Aboyne  reaches,  during  the  past  week,  Mr.  Bush 
had  one  of  91b.,  Mr.  C.  O.  Hall  six.  scaling  from  61b. 
to  111b.,  Mr.  Clive  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.,  and  three 
scaling  71b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  on  another  occasion, 
while  Mr.  Dixey  had  three  on  Wednesday  (March  11) 
of  71b.,  71b.,  and  7Jlb.,  one  on  Friday  (March  13)  of 
81b.,  and  one  on  Monday  (March  16)  of  7|lb.  A 
good  few  anglers  left  on  Saturday  (March  14)  to 
give  place  to  new  rods.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
section,  on  the  last-named  date.  Major  D.  F. 
Davidson,  Dess,  creeled  six  fish,  scaling  from  61b. 
to  lOlb.,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell,  on  Kincardine 
water,  one  of  71b.,  while  Mr.  R.  Barclay  had  four, 
of  81b.,  91b.,  101b.,  and  17Jlb.  On  Borrowstone, 
Lord  Garrioch  landed  six,  scaling  from  61b.  to  121b. 
On  Carlogie,  Charlie  Blacklaws  had  three,  <  f  61b., 
71b.,  and  81b.,  while  Messrs.  King  and  Hare,  on 
Ballogie,  creeled  six,  scaling  from  71b.  to  16|lb., 
and  five  scaling  from  71b.  to  121b.  respectively.  On 
Sluie  section,  Chailie  Gill  had  one  or  two.  weights 
unknown.  On  the  Blackball  water.  Sir  John 
Gladstone  creeled,  for  the  week,  twelve  fish,  from 
71b.  to  151b.  In  all,  some  forty-three  fish  and  over 
have  been  got  on  this  beat  alone  for  the  week.  On 
the  Woodend,  Cairnton,  and  Banchory  sections 
equal  results  have  been  obtained,  but  the  Durris, 
Crathes  Park,  and  lower  waters  have  not  been 
yielding  more  than  an  occasional  fish  per  day.  On 
the  Kingcausie  water,  on  Saturday  (March  14), 
Dr.  Scott-Riddell  creeled  a  beauty  of  91b..  while 
Dr.  Lawson  had  a  fine  basket  of  finnock.  On  the 
Don  some  fine  sport  has  been  reported  from  Sir 
Charles  Forbes'  water  at  Castle  Newe,  thirty 
fish  having  been  creeled  since  the  opening  of 
the  season.  On  the  Alford  section,  Mr.  Charles 
Murray,  Haughton,  landed  "first  blood  "  in  a  beauty 
of  91b.,  but  kelts  mostly  predominate  here.  On 
the  Burgh  of  Kintore  water  a  large  number  of  fish 
have  been  got  during  the  past  two  weeks.  Messrs. 
Beaton  and  Allington  have  now  possession  of  the 
Grandholm  water,  chiefly  for  its  fine  finnock  and 
brown  trout  fishing.  On  the  Ythan  fairly  good 
sport  has  been  had.  Mrs.  Young.  Methlick, 
creeled  a  beauty  of  9Ib.  on  Tuesday  (March  17) 
on  Lord  Aberdeen's  water,  while  several  good 
baskets  of  finnock  have  also  been  made.  On 
the  Ugie  at  Strichen  last  week  Mr.  R.  Lawson, 
Crown  Hotel.  Fraserburgh,  creeled  a  fine  salmon 
of  81b.  on  fine  trout  tackle  and  the  Jungle 
Cock,  Mackay's,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  fine  basket  of  finnock.  On  the  Beauly, 
Col.  Henry  Fraser  had  three  fish  of  121b.,  lUb.,  and 
1  lib. ;  while  the  Hon.  C.  B.  Maxwell  and  Mr. 
Cameron,  Moneack  Castle,  had  good  finnock  sport. 
The  flies  most  in  vogue  for  salmon  are  the  Eagle, 
Gordon,  Jock  Scott,  and  Silver  Doctor,  up  to  5-0, 
as  the  water  is  still  cold ;  and   for  trout  and 


finnock,  tlio  March  Bi'own,  Hare's  Ear,  Olive  Dun, 
Jungle  Cock,  and  Black  Gnat.  The  pools  are  now 
mostly  coming  into  wading  si/.«. — G.  M. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 

During  the  past  week,  up  to  and  including  Monday 
this  week.  Col.  Wymburgh  and  Mr.  Hartley,  Bal- 
nagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  two  salmon  each  ;  the 
weights  ran  from  81b.  to  1211).  River  now  in  good 
order  and  weather  favourable. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — On  March  13  Major- 
General  Home  landed  a  salmon  weighing  121b.,  and 
on  March  14  one  of  91b. — B 

South-West  of  Scotland. — The  unsettled  con- 
ditions of  the  weather  in  the  South  of  Scotland 
continue.  The  whole  of  the  Sol  way  rivers  have 
been  in  high  flood,  and  at  present  are  out  of 
order  for  every  lure  except  worm  bait.  The 
Annan  in  its  upper  and  middle  reaches  over- 
flowed its  banks.  In  the  Black  Pool  of  the  lower 
Annan  on  Monday,  Mr.  Scott's  keeper  (Angus  Mac- 
donald)  killed  a  clean  run  salmon  of  101b.  with  the 
fly.  In  the  Hightal  portion  the  waters  swarm  with 
kelt  salmon  despite  the  large  number  that  have 
been  carried  down  in  the  floods  to  the  Solway. 
A  goodly  number  of  kelts  have  been  hooked  in  the 
Four  Town  waters  and  returned  to  the  river. 
Yellow  trout  are  in  much  better  condition  than  for 
several  seasons  past,  and  a  number  of  fine  baskets 
have  been  taken  with  both  worm  and  fly.  Easter 
holiday  anglers  should  have  good  sport  this  year  if 
the  waters  are  in  fly  order.  On  Tuesday  the  Dum- 
fries Nith  overflowed  its  banks,  and  the  Whitesands 
and  part  of  the  park  at  the  foot  of  the  Vennel  were 
imder  water.  This  river  will  not  be  in  order  for  fly 
for  several  days'.  In  the  Solway  nets  the  fishermen 
are  getting  a  few  nice  spring  salmon  of  light 
weights,  but  no  sea  trout  are  running  yet.  — 
Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  Spey  is  now  in  fine 
order,  and  good  sport  is  being  got.  Fish  now  appear 
to  be  plentiful,  and  as  the  weather  is  exceptionally 
good  for  this  season,  anglers  are  having  a  fairly 
good  time  of  it.  On  the  Knochando  water,  on 
Monday  (March  9)  Mr.  Shand  keeper,  had  a  salmon 
of  81b.,  and  on  the  Laggan  water  Mr.  Sharp,  keeper, 
had  one  of  6^1b.  and  one  of  71b.  on  March  10  and  11 
respectively.  From  the  Carron  House  water  one  of 
81b.  was  landed  by  Mr.  Grant,  keeper,  on  Tuesday 
(March  10),  and  from  the  Wester  Elchies  water 
Mr.  Sharp,  keeper,  had  two,  of  8Jlb.  and  14|lb., 
on  March  11.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Duncan,  fisher- 
man, killed  two  of  18Ib.  and  lUb.,  and  Mr.  Middlo- 
mas,  fisherman,  two  of  71b.  and  81b. ;  and  on  the 
day  following  Mr.  Sharp  killed  two  of  71b.  and  6Jlb. 
Fishing  on  the  Aberlour  House  water  on  Wednesday 
Mr.  Reid,  keeper,  killed  one  of  81b.,  and  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  fisherman,  one  of  6^1b. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  Tay  during  the  latter  part  of  last 
week  came  into  good  ply  for  the  first  time  for  at 
least  a  fortnight  and  anglers  were  anticipating  good 
sport,  but  their  hopes  were  short-lived.  On  Monday 
this  week  we  had  another  boisterous  day  of  wind  and 
rain,  and  by  noon  the  following  day  the  river  at 
Stanley  rose  5ft..  quite  putting  a  stop  to  angling 
on  most  of  the  beats.  It  will  be  two  or  three  days 
before  the  water  can  again  be  in  good  order.  Fishing 
on  Upper  Stanley  beat  on  March  11,  Mr.  J.  Henny 
Douglas  landed  one  salmon  of  201b.  ;  and  on  the 
16th,  Mr.  Norman  Menzies,  one  fish  of  71b.  Fishing 
the  lower  beat  on  the  14th,  Mr.  J.  Henny  Douglas 
killed  one  salmon  of  lOJlb.  Mr.  Alex,  von  Heydir, 
fishing  Benchill  beat  on  the  1 1th,  landed  one  salmon 
of  191b.,  and  on  the  16th  another  of  181b.  Mr. 
Archibald  Coats'  boatman,  fishing  Lower  Battleby 
beat  on  the  11th,  landed  two  salmon  of  211b.  and 
and  17 Jib.  ;  on  the  13th;  one  of  17 Jib.  ;  and  on  the 
16th,  two  of  17ilb.  and  91b.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
During  the  last  week  salmon  angling  has  been  inter- 
rupted again  by  a  succession  of  floods,  the  rivers 
being  ,just  about  in  condition  when  they  again  rose 
in  flood.  A  few  fish  have  been  got  by  those  lucky 
enough  to  get  the  water  in  condition,  of  which,  on 
March  16,  Mr.  C.  Perkins  had  two  on  Carham 
water,  and,  on  March  17,  Miss  Nancy  Perkins  one. 
On  Ednam  House,  March  16,  Mr.  Jas.  Tait  caught 
two  of  81b.  and  6^1b.  On  Teviot,  so  far  as  the  season 
has  gone,  we  only  hear  of  two  fish  being  caught. 
Major  Paton,  of  Crailing,  being  the  successful  angler. 
Dujing  the  coloured  conditions  of  the  rivers,  some 
fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got,  but  as  yet  they 
are  not  in  very  good  condition.  Appended  are  a  few 
of  the  takes:— Mr.  J.  Hogg,  91b.  (Teviot);  Mr. 
Aitchison,  5lb.  (Tweed)  ;  Mr.  R.  Ferguson,  41b. 
(Tweed)  ;  Mr.  Stewart,  61b.  (Tweed)  ;  Mr.  Bond, 
81b.  (Tweed);  Mr.  W.  Ross,  61b.  (Tweed);  Mr.  J. 
Mabon,  lOlb  (Tweed)  ;  Mr.  J.  Murray,  121b. 
(Tweed).  These  have  all  been  caught  with  bait 
lure,  and  we  hear  of  very  few  trout  being  caught 
witli  fly  as  yet,,  but  given  milder  weather  there  is 
good  prospect  of  spring  fly  fishing,  as  we  hear  trout 
are  very  plentiful. — Maxwheel. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — There  have 
been  a  few  fine  days  last  week,  but  it  has  again  t  rned 
to  rain.  River  and  lakes  are  still  high.  A  spring 
fish  of  161b.  was  caught  in  the  Castle  water  on 
March  12. — Jock  Scott. 

Baudon  (co.  Cork). — There  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  sport  during  the  past  week,  although 
the  river  still  continues  in  a  very  u  -settled  state. 
At  Bandon  Mr.  Ashton  had  three  salmon,  17|lb., 
101b.,  and  91b.  ;  anl  Mr.  Hosf  ird  one.  On  Mauch, 
Mr.  J.  Pike,  D.L  ,  one,  8Jtb.  ;  and  his  keeper,  two, 
91b.  and  lOib.  On  Cor  Castle,  Mr.  B.  S.  Stephenscn, 
two,  17ilb.  and  lOlb.  On  Mr.  Frewen'.s  w.iter,  Mr. 
Dennehy,  one;  Mr.  Stennine,  one.  At  Mauch 
Bridge,  a  local  angler  had  a  fine  fish  of  I81b. — W, 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Bann  (Toomebridge). — Trout  fishing  is  dull 
about  here,  but  perch  fishing  prime  on  the  canal. 
Last  Saturday  Mr.  J.  B.  Cooper,  Belfast,  creeled 
eleven  dozen  perch. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District. — Mr.  S.  Falkner,  on  the 
Crumlen,  had  thirteen;  and  Mr.  Sam  Greer,  on  the 
Clady,  thirty  small  trout.  On  the  Ballinahinch,  • 
Mr.  Edward  Hunter  had  ten  fish,  151b. ;  Mr.  McStay, 
seven  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Black,  seven.  Fishing  the  Braid  on 
the  15th  inst.,  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor,  hon.  sec.  Ulster 
Anglers,  creeled  forty-two  fish,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Collins 
forty-six.  The  Ulster  Anglers  have  secured  the  sole 
angling  rights  of  the  Antrim-road  Basin — -a  fine 
sheet  of  water  practically  in  the  centre  of  the  city. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — During  the  past  week 
the  river  has  been  very  flooded  and  unsettled.  As 
a  result  sport  has  not  been  up  to  its  average.  On 
the  Kilmurray  water,  Mr.  J.  Jameson  had  four 
salmon  on  the  lOth  inst.,  from  161b.  to  26lb.,  and 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  on  Upper  Careysville,  four, 
weighing  181b.,  201b.,  221b.,  and  251b. ;  and  on  the 
14th  six,  from  181b.  to  281b.  On  MocoUop,  Major 
Breeks  caught  three,  weighing  51b.,  7Jlb.,  and  81b., 
and  Mrs.  Breeks  two,  of  141b.  and  251b.  On  Glen- 
more,  Colonel  Simpson,  C.B.,  one  91b.  The  river, 
at  time  of  writing,  is  in  high  flood,  and  will  be  quite 
unfishable  for  the  next  few  days. — W.  Haynes 
and  Son. 

Bo3me  (Navan). — We  have  again  during  the  past 
week  had  storms  and  floods,  and  the  river  has  not 
been  in  order  for  fishing,  and  it  is  running  bank  full 
at  the  present  time.  I  can  only  hear  of  one  fish, 
171b.,  being  caught  by  Mr.  Boylan,  on  Lower  Black 
Castle ;  one  of  about  201b.  by  Mr.  Sclater,  on  the 
Blackwater;  and  three  of  231b.,  191b..  and  191b., 
by  Mr.  Francis  Ley.  on  Black  Castle  upper  water. 
If  the  weather  would  now  settle  down,  there  is  every 
prospect  of  excellent  sport  for  the  next  few  weeks, 
as  a  number  of  fish  must  have  escaped  the  nets 
and  got  into  the  river. — Cl.^ket  Fly. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Di>negal). — Stormy  cold 
weather  continued  again  during  the  past  week,  and 
little  fishing  was  done  on  the  river.  T.  Gilroy 
(keeper)  landed  one  fresh-run  salmon  of  101b. 
weight  on  March  14.  Owing  to  the  heavy  rainfalls 
of  the  last  few  days  the  river  is  keeping  high. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Brne. — The  Erne  is  at  present  in  flood,  and  will 
be  unfishable  for  a  few  days. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — River  "high  and  unsettled  during 
past  week.  On  Willidras  Water,  H.  M.  Turner 
(Dartmouth),  three,  131b.,  101b.,  8Jlb.,  and  H. 
Vaughan  Clark  (Bristol)  one.  (lib.  On  Nettleville, 
H.  Welch  Thornton,  one,  91b.  ;  on  Kilhuardrish, 
Mrs.  St.  Leger-Cartor,  one.  121b.  ;  and  F.  St.  Leger 
Carter,  one,  12Jlb.  At  Rooves.  Dr.  Taylor,  one, 
101b.  On  Nadrid,  Major  Gubbins,  R.A.,  one,  lOlb. 
On  Carhuo,  Dr.  Fitzgerald,  R.N.,  one  81b.  On 
Fargus,  M^jor-General  Dasliwood  three,  and  Captain 
Rushbrooke  two.  Ou  Ardrum,  S.  Haynes  four, 
121b.,  121b  ,  91b.,  91b.  ;  E.  H.  Perry  two,  61b.,  lOlb. 
On  the  Powdermill  stream  H.  Vaughan  Clark 
(Bristol)  two,  91b.,  101b.  On  Mr.  Bass's  water, 
Mr.  Pope,  one.  On  Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien  two, 
101b.,  91b.,  and  J.  Sullivan  one,  17 Jib.  At  Car- 
ryrohane,  J.  Caulfield  one,  8J!b.,  and  J.  O'Donnell, 
one,  101b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son.. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
On  March  12,  Ned  Dennehy  lost  a  fine  salmon, 
which  he  estimated  to  weigh  about  30Ib.  On 
March  13,  he  had  a  salmon  of  lOJlb. — the  first  fish 
had  with  the  fly  on  the  lake  this  season.  On  March 
16  he  had  another,  also  with  the  fly;  it  weighed 
111b.,  and  was  fresh  from  the  sea,  having  several 
sea-lice  attached  to  it.  Weather  stormy  and  wet  at 
time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrih  (Clonhur).— Owmg 
to  more  favourable  weather  fishing  has  much 
improved  on  Lough  Mask.  In  three  days.  Dr.  Pelly 
has  caught  twenty  trout  weighing  361  b. ;  Mr.  Phil- 
pot  caught  two  beautiful  gillaroo  trout,  weighing 
3Jlb.  and  4f  lb.  ;  both  are  sent  to  Williams,  Dublin, 
to  be  set  up. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — The  weather  was  too  stormy 
for  successful  angling  on  the  lake  during  the  past 
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week.  Mr.  G.  M.  landed  a  fresh  run  salmon  of 
lUb.  weight  on  March  16,  and  other  anglers  took 
some  trout  weighing  from  fib.  to  2|lb.  (trolling). — 
M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina).— Weather  a  bit  settled  since  last 
report,  with  some  frost  at  night.  There  was  a  fair 
run  of  fish  during  the  week,  the  weirs  getting  from 
seven  to  eight  each  daj'.  There  was  very  little  done 
with  the  rod  owing  to  high  water.  Trout  fishing 
during  the  week  was  bad  owing  to  the  frost  at 
night.  As  soon  as  the  weather  settles  there  is  sure 
to  be  good  fishing  as  the  lake  is  full  of  fish. — John 
Devers. 

Moy,  Iioughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  still  very  unsettled.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilson  landed  a  number  of  kelts,  and  also  played 
a  clean  fish  for  twenty  minutes.  Both  lakes  are 
higher  this  week  than  previously.  The  salmon 
weirs  had  a  splendid  week's  catch.— Pat  Heahnes. 

Shannon  and  I>ough  Herg  (Eillaloe). — Last 
spring,  on  my  preserves  alone,  eighteen  springers 
were  taken  during  March.  This  year,  owing  to  the 
unfavourable  weather,  only  two  fish  have  been 
killed  so  far,  one  on  Mr.  Cecil  R.  Wray's  water, 
which  he  rents  from  Mr.  Vinter,  and  the  other  on 
Saturday  (March  14)  on  my  section.  The  brace 
scaled  respectively  lllb.  and  101b.,  very  small  for 
these  waters,  but  I  hope  soon  to  report  the  captures 
of  many  heavier  fi-h,  which  are  coming  up  from  the 
sea  in  goodly  numbers.  Every  rod's  length  of 
preserved  water  has  been  rented  hy  English  gentle- 
men for  several  months  to  come.  Mr.  Lewis  has 
killed  some  fine  Irish  pike  recently  on  Lough  Derg, 
two  weighing  271b.  and  281b.,  besides  others  up  to 
71b.,  9lb.,  and  101b.  Water  on  the  river  is  gradually 
f  lling,  and  I  predict  some  good  sport  in  April. — 
S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  river  is  now 
falling  towards  fishing  level,  but  we  yet  have  heavy 
rains  and  violent  storms.  With  favourable  water 
prospects  of  sport  would  be  very  good.  On  Doonass. 
Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  three  salmon  9^1b.,  221b., 
261b.  On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon 
.S41b.  On  Erinagh,  the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon 
371b. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MuUingar). — 
With  reference  to  angling  matters  in  these  parts, 
there  is  absolutely  nothing  to  relate  further  than 
that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  fish  the  lakes  up 
to  the  present  that  I  could  learn.  The  water  in  all 
the  four  great  loughs — Sheelin,  Derravaragh, 
Ennell,  and  Owe! — is  in  a  turgid  state  owing  to  the 
great  influx  of  fresh,  and  in  many  parts  peaty, 
water,  and  no  one  seems  to  evince  the  least  desire 
to  try  their  luck.  The  weather  is  cold  and  harsh, 
and  although  the  rivers  are  apparenely  in  good  ply 
Waltonians  here  have  not  been  to  any  extent 
attracted  to  the  water  side.  I  have  made  no  move 
personally  as  yet,  but  expect  soon  to  rouse  myself 
into  action. — T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 
Veytaux.  —  March  15. — ^Fine  weather  tempted 
some  local  anglers  to  the  Vaudois  and  Stockalper 
waters  last  week.  The  latter  was  low  and  rather 
clear,  and  fish  were  feeding  on  the  early  duns,  but 
few  were  caught,  though  short  engagements  took 
place,  sturdy  fighting  fish  plunging  into  weed  beds 
or  chucking  off  a  cast  without  giving  time  to  develop 
any  prolonged  interest.  Things  might  have  been 
better  if  dredging  operations  with  shovels  attached 
to  long  poles  had  not  been  in  full  swing  here  and 
there,  covering  the  water  with  floating  herbage. 
The  Vaudois  was  in  nice  order  on  Friday.  March  13 
Mr.  Sandeman  caught  a  good,  handsome  fish  with 
an  Alexandra,  and  lost  one  of  31b.  or  41b.  spinning 
a  minnow.  A  Swiss  from  Aigle,  who  had  fished 
more  of  the  water,  got  eight  nice  trout  fishing  in  the 
same  fashion.  This  water  will,  doubtless,  be  fre- 
quently visited  during  the  season  now  opening  in 
consequence  of  the  disaster  to  the  Stockalper  last 
summer,  and  its  being  now  nearly  empty  for  miles 
and  occupied  by  workmen  instead  of  trout. — 
Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards.— The  weather  has 
been  very  fine  during  the  last  week  ;  sport  has  been 
fairly  good  with  dabs.  These  are  now  running  very 
small.  Fishing  boats  have  brought  in  a  good  lot  of 
plaice  caught  a  few  miles  out.  March  17. — Very 
rough  and  wet.  March  18.— Moderating ;  heavy 
sea  running  ;  south-westerly  wind. — -A. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Pier  fishing  has  offered  little 
attraction  to  anglers  during  the  past  week,  the 
unsettled  weather,  no  doubt,  causing  all  flat  fish  to 
"lie  low."  Though  the  boats  have  recently  made 
some  remarkably  good  catches  of  codling  during 
evening  and  early  morning  hours,  yet  but  few  have 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  pier  fishers.  Mr.  Hussey  met 
with  fair  success  on  Saturday,  March  14,  while 
several  others  drew  a  complete  blank.    The  weather 


proved  wet  and  unpleasant  on  March  1.5,  and 
Messrs.  Gray,  Baker,  and  Bowles,  who  fished  in  the 
morning,  took  nothing  but  a  few  dabs,  most  of  them 
very  small.  Mr.  Gray  took  another  turn  in  the 
evening,  and  was  rewarded  with  a  few  codling, 
though  this  variety  bit  very  shyly,  and  needed  a  lot 
of  catching.  March  16  opened  bright  and  fair, 
and  these  improved  conditions  of  weather  brought 
out  one  lady  and  six  gentlemen,  but  all  were  victims 
of  disappointment,  as  the  entire  day's  catch  was  un- 
worthy of  record.  Seventeen  boats  went  codding 
just  after  sunset,  and  some  heavy  catches  were 
landed  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  twenty-four 
being  the  highest  number  for  any  individual  boat.  A 
strong  southerly  wind  ushered  in  the  morning  of 
Tuesday,  March  17,  and  a  rough  sea  prevailed  in 
consequence,  the  angling  pier  patrons  on  this  day 
comprising  Mr.  Macleay,  Mr.  Spicer,  Mr.  Carey,  Mr. 
Philp,  Mr.  Curtiss,  Mr.  Fancourt,  and  Mr.  Harding. 
Little  sport  was  obtained,  the  total  from  seven  rods 
amounting  to  less  than  a  dozen  fish.  March  18  wit- 
nessed but  little  improvement,  although  conditions 
of  weather  and  water  left  little  to  be  desired. 
Mr.  Curtis  was  fortunate  in  landing  one  fine  dab 
and  a  few  codlings,  and  Mr.  Fancourt  and  Mr. 
Philp  also  met  with  some  success,  while  several 
others  failed  to  make  any  show  whatever.  The 
water  is  now  fairly  coloured,  and,  should  it  continue 
so,  some  good  daylight  sport  should  be  obtained  at 
the  week-ends. — J.  Richardson,  B.S.A.S. 

Ramsg'ate. — Boat  fishing  has  been  fairly  crood 
this  week,  the  takes  varying  from  fifteen  to  'two 
score  of  codling,  with  a  few  flat-fish,  the  latter  good 
but  scarce.  Fishing  from  the  piers  has  not  been 
productive,  though  a  good  many  rods  have  been 
out.  The  pollack  are  off  the  feed,  probably  on 
account  of  the  cold  winds.  With  a  return  of  milder 
weather  fair  sport  should  be  had.  Wind  south- 
westerly, cold. — Grey  Mullett. 

Plymouth. — Sea  fish  are  still  very  scarce,  which 
I  put  down  to  the  rough  weather  we  have  had.  The 
boats  that  have  gone  out  have  not  done  much.  The 
steam  trawlers,  however,  have  brought  in  some 
good  catches  from  the  distant  grounds,  which  have 
fetched  very  high  prices.  The  pier  fishermen  also 
have  not  been  doing  much,  principally  on  account 
of  the  weather ;  only  a  few  pollack  and  small  bass 
have  been  taken.  We  are  on  the  look  out  now  for 
the  spring  pollack;  if  the  weather  keeps  fine  we 
shall  soon  have  them  with  us,  and  they  afford  tood 
sport  either  whiffing  or  at  anchor  with  drift  lines, 
some  of  the  boats  using  as  many  as  four  and  six 
rods. — William  Hearder  (B  S.A.S.). 

Walmer. — Sport  in  this  district  continues 
excellent.  Many  capital  takes  of  fish  have  been 
made  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Walmer  Hole.  The 
fish  are  however  a  bit  capricious  in  their  movements 
and  are  not  always  "at  home,"  even  in  their 
favourite  haunts.  Night  fishing  has  again  been  the 
most  successful,  although  not  to  so  marked  a  degree 
as  was  the  case  last  week.  The  strong  wind  and 
heavy  sea  of  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  while  they 
spoiled  the  fishing  for  a  time,  should  have  a 
beneficial  effect.  Wind  and  sea  have  now  quieted 
down  and  weather  prospects  have  consequently 
improved. — Charles  Hussey,  B.S.A.S. 

Weymouth. — During  the  last  week  or  so  bass 
fishers  have  been  having  very  nice  baskets  from  the 
landing  stages  in  the  harbour.  Some  nice  pollack 
have  been  taken  at  the  breakwater  going  up  to  21b. 
The  weather  has  set  in  very  wild  again  to-day 
(Tuesday),  which  will  stop  the  boats  going  outside, 
but  it  will  not  make  much  difference  in  the  harbour, 
— A.  H.  Roberts. 


Jlssoctaftons 

(Speciai,  Meetlngs). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting,  at  which  fifty- 
seven  societies  were  represented,  was  held  on 
Monday,  March  1 6.  The  Vice-President.  Mr.  W. 
H.  Beckett,  occupied  the  chair.  The  usual  routine 
of  business  was  speedily  disposed  of.  Rents, 
bailiffs'  and  other  salaries  and  accounts  amounting 
to  £78  were  ordered  to  be  paid,  as  was  also  £25  to 
three  River  Thames  preservation  societieg,namely, 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  £10;  Wind- 
sor and  Eton,  £7  10s. ;  Henley  and  District,  £7  10s. 
making  the  total  amount  of  cheques  to  be  drawn 
of  £103.  A  new  society,  the  Elephant  Angling 
Society,  of  Victoria  Park-road,  South  Hackney, 
was  enrolled,  and  two  more  societies  are 
awaiting  the  new  season.  Nominations  of 
officers  and  committee-men  were  taken  prepara- 
tory to  election  at  annual  general  meeting  to 
be  held  on  April  20.  Messrs.  Martin,  Frei,  and 
McLachlan  were  elected  auditors.  The  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society's  report  was  received  with 
satisfaction  and  interest.  The  Lee  Competition, 
to  be  held  on  March  22,  at  St.  jNIargaret's,  pro- 
mises to  be  a  great  success,  and  providing  the 


elements  are  favourable  a  record  entry  is  antici- 
pated ;  over  100  prizes  are  offered  for  competition. 
An  appeal  has  been  made  to  all  enrolled  societies, 
asking  their  support  to  the  netting  and  restocking 
fund ;  the  balance  in  hand  is  very  i=mall,  and 
taking  into  consideration  the  great  expense  likely 
to  be  incurred  in  the  near  future  by  netting  the 
London  County  Council  parks  lakes,  and  the 
transferring  of  fish  to  suitable  places  in  the  River 
Thames,  and  the  great  benefit  which  will  accrue  to 
anglers  in  general,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  anglers 
will  respond  to  the  appeal  and  assist  by  for- 
warding their  donations  to  the  secretary.  A 
memorial,  as  drawn  up  by  Messrs.  Barber,  Derry 
Moss  and  Woodrup,  with  the  object  of  forwarding 
it  to  the  President  f)f  the  Board  of  Trade,  re  the 
angling  interests  being  directly  represented  on 
the  new  governing  body  of  the  River 
Thames,  was  read  ;  a  resolution  that  the  memorial 
be  adopted  was  unanimously  carried — doubtle.ss 
a  copy  of  the  memorial  will  appear  in  a  later 
edition.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
terminated  a  busy  and  interesting  evening. — 
Deputy  Reporter. 
ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

Since  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  £1  .5s.  from  the  box  of  the 
Islington  Brothers  A.S. ;  £1  Is.  Original  Clerken- 
well  ;  and  £2  10s.  Nag's  Head  A.S.  Only  one 
application  was  before  the  committee  on  Friday 
last,  so  there  was  plenty  of  time  to  discuss  final 
arrangements  for  the  competition  at  St.  Margaret's 
on  March  29.  The  committee  will  act  as  stewards, 
Messrs.  G.  Hunt  and  C.  Watting  as  scalesmen. 
We  have  now  over  100  prizes.  The  special 
excursion  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  9  a.m., 
returning  at  6.50  p.m. — W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley- 
road.  Shepherd's  Bush. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society— 

On  Wednesday  Mr.  Samuel  Tucker  occupied 
the  chair.    Reports  were,  as  usual  at  this  season, 
somewhat  scanty.    Several  of  the  members  had 
been  fisJiing  at  Deal  at  the  end  of  last  week,  Mr. 
G.  Read  Clarke  on  the  Saturday  having  sport 
with  the  dabs  off  the  old  wreck  at  Deal.  The 
Sunday  was  a  bad  day,  but  on  Monday,  in  the 
same  place,  he  took   a  couple  of  codling  and 
several  small  pouting.    Tide  ran  very  heavy,  and 
being  the  top  of  the  springs,  and  after  the  strong 
winds,  an  exceptionally  low  ebb  and  high  fiood 
resulted.    Mr.  Harry  Edwards  took  six  codling 
off  Walmer,  and  on  the  Monday,  off  the  wreck, 
eighteen  codling  of  from  21b.  to  31b.  and  two  score 
and  six  pouting.  Dr.  Targett  Adams  at  Sark  had  a 
catch  of  good  rockfish.    The  pollack  were  not 
heavy  yet,  no  sand  eels  being  obtainable.  Some 
discussion  ensued  as  to  the  unusual  presence  of 
codling  at  Deal,  the  general  opinion  being  that 
it  was  the  result  of  the  recent  heavy  gaits.  A 
very  good  twisted  hair  line  was  shown  by  Dr. 
Targett  Adams,  so  laid  up  as  to  preclude  its 
kinking.   He  reported  it  as  being  much  used  by  the 
Channel  Islands  fishermen,  who  fished  with  four 
at  once.    From  its  elasticity  the  fish  could  be 
played  without  the  use  of  a  rod.    They  were  found 
to  be  very  serviceable — a  long  piece  of  salmon  gut 
carried   the  hook — one  only  being  usual.  Mr. 
Minchin  supplied  the  curious  fact  that  these  lines 
were  an  old  invention  of  the  Basque  fishermen  of 
the  Bay  of  Biscay,  describing  them  as  a  people 
marvellously   ingenious   with    strong  inventive 
faculties. — Mr.  Pickup  read  a  letter  that  had 
been  received  from  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  London  enclosing  a  report  upon  the 
sewage  question  as  affecting  the  Thames  fish,  in 
accordance  with  a  resolution  that  it  should  be 
printed  and  sent  to  the  authorities,  the  Fishmongers 
Company,  and  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Discussion  ensued  upon  the  subject,  and  on  means 
for  preventing  the  catching  of  immature  fish, 
which  was  reported  to  be  on  the  increase,  the 
shrimp  nets  now  being  made  with  pockets  for 
the  express  purpose  of  catching  young  flat  fish. 
It  was  agreed  that  prevention  of  landing  and  sale 
would  prove  to   be  the  only    remedy. — Hon. 
Reporter. 
Gresham  Angling  Society — 

The  usual  weekly  meeting,  on  Tuesday  last, 
was  presided  over  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan.  Several 
applications  for  membership  were  received,  two 
new  members  proposed,  and  two  elected.  Mr. 
Powles- West's  paper,"  Anglers'  Yarns,  by  one  who 
spins  them,"  was  unavoidably  postponed  owing 
to  illness  in  Mr.  West's  family.  Members  are 
requested  to  note  that  a  lantern  entertainment 
will  be  given  on  Tuesday  next.  During  the  last 
fortnight  several  members  have  visited  Kelvedon, 
and  have  all  met  with  success  among  the  roach, 
some  good  specimens  having  been  secured.  The 
water  is  now  in  grand  condition.  Amongst  the 
successful  anglers  were  : — ilr.  C.  Gill,  seventeen 
good  roach,  largest  lib.  loz. ;  Mr.  S.  T.  Saunders, 
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two  good  bags  ;  Mr.  F  A.  Gray  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Gray 
have  had  good  takes  ;  Mr.  Martin  secured  chub 
from  the  Kennet. — F.  E.  Eldeed,  Hon.  Sec. 
HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society— 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  occupied  the  chair  on  March  18. 
The  voting  on  various  season  prizes  will  take 
place  at  the  meeting  on  April  1  ;  members  are 
I'equested  to  attend,  and  are  reminded  that 
subscriptions  are  now  due.  No  exceptional  fish 
have  been  recorded,  the  only  reports  to  hand 
being  :  Mr.  J.  E.  Clements,  roach,  41b.  8|oz.  ;  Mr. 
G.  Rayner,  twenty-five  dace;  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood, 
eleven  roach,  up  to  fib. ;  Mr.  J.  Potter,  eleven 
roach,  seven  best  weighing  51b.,  three  over 
lib.  ;  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw,  a  few  good  class  roach 
from  the  Kennet;  Mr.  G.  Westrup.  a  brace 
of  nice  perch  and  a  brace  of  chub  from  our 
Thatcham  Fishery.  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  from  our 
Barford  water,  small  pike,  perch  up  to  lib., 
and  a  few  nice  roach — best  six,  61b.  9oz.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  he  saw,  albeit  he  failed 
to  capture,  a  clean  run  salmon  estimated  to  weigh 
about  151b.  Probably  the  recent  high  waters, 
although  they  have  militated  against  present 
sport,  have  had  the  effect  of  bringing  up  several 
fresh  run  fish.  Trout  are  showing  up  well  on 
our  Thatcham  Fishery,  the  season  whereon  opens 
on  April  1.— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society — 

Under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters 
the  meeting  on  Monday  passed  off  most  pleasantly. 
Mr.  Horace  Brown  kindly  presented  his  curious 
"  fish  picture,"  described  in  last  week's  report,  to 
the  society's  museum,  in  which  it  will  occupy  a 
prominent  position.  Angling  experiences  were 
meagre,  most  of  the  members  apparently 
resting  until  the  opening  of  the  trout  season. 
The  vice-president,  however,  gave  an  account  (if 
a  day's  jack  fishing  he  had  had  in  Wiltshire,  where 
he  took  nine  fish,  the  two  best  going  61b.  apiece. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  was  up  the  Thames  on  March 
13  and  made  a  bag  of  two  dozen  roach,  averaging 
^Ib.  each.  He  mentioned  that  sport  on  the 
Thames  had  been  poor-since  the  beginning  of  the 
year  owing  principally  to  the  high  winds  which 
had  prevailed.  On  Jan.  2  it  began  to  blow,  and 
had  been  blowing  almost  without  a  break  ever 
since.  At  Uxbridge,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  made  a  good 
mixed  bag,  securing  a  chub  of  21b.  8oz.,  several 
large  dace  up  to  12oz.,  and  a  dozen  roach  up  to 
lib.  8oz.  Most  of  the  fish  were  returned  to  the 
water.  In  giving  the  toast  of  "  Absent  friends," 
the  chairman  regretted  the  absence  of  the  hon. 
sec,  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy,  through  illness,  and 
expressed  the  hope,  which  all  present  voiced,  that 
he  might  speedily  return  to  his  usual  good  health. 
— AssLSTANT  Sec. 


Hastings  and  St.   Leonards  Angling  Associa- 
tion. 

Dr.  Otho  R.  Travers  presided  over  a  fair 
attendance  on  Wednesday,  March  11,  a',  the 
Castle  Hotel.  Amongst  those  present  were 
Councillor  Deck,  Messrs.  A,  Bartram,  Dray, 
G.  Wright,  A.  Tread  away  Hatton,  H.  Boyce 
S.  Pioknell,  G.  E.  Aldridge  (Committee),  and 
Messrs.  Dowsett  and  Scott  (hon.  sees.)  ;  abo 
Messrs.  Prior,  Stent,  etc.  The  membership  was 
well  maintained  over  200.  The  Rother  fishery 
authorities  were  proceeding  to  obtain  more  powers 
for  the  preservation  of  their  water,  which  was  a 
matter  for  great  congratulation.  The  committee 
proposed  to  increase  the  subscription  to  the 
Rother  authorities  by  £5  to  show  confidence. 
All  anglers  fishing  in  the  waters  under  their  juris- 
diction— namely,  the  Rother  Valley  Watershed — 
will  have  to  take  out  a  trout  licence,  value  Is. 
The  Rother  authorities  would  have  more  power 
to  deal  with  netting.  The  club  water  at  Pevensey 
had  showed  up  very  well,  and  the  income  from 
day  tickets  was  a  considerable  item.  The  com- 
mittee decided  to  discontinue  the  "Club  Chronicle" 
and  to  issue  in  its  place  a  "  Club  Handbook."  Dr. 
Travers  was  re-elected  president  for  the  ensuing 
year. — A. 

Tamab  and  Plym  Fishery  Association — 

The  annual  meeting  was  presided  over  this 
week  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Shepherd,  and  a  balance  in 
hand  of  £185  8s.  Id.  was  reported.  The  increase 
of  revenue,  stated  the  annual  report,  was  due  to 
increase  of  revenue  on  trout  licences.  The 
average  weight  of  salmon,  exclusive  of  peal,  was 
about  121b.  ;  peal  ranged  from  21b.  to  61b.  The 
chairman  was  appointed  the  board's  representa- 
tive on  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee. 


Large  Pond  Eel. — An  eel  has  been  killed  by  a 
labourer  in  a  water  meadow  just  below  a  pond  of 
mine,  from  which  evidently  it  was  travelling. 
Weight,  61b.  9oz.  ;  length,  3ft.  9in.  ;  girth,  9Jin.— 
G.  H.  Fort,  Alderbury  House,  Salisbury. — Field. 


"Queen  Anne  is  dead."  I  have  heard  this 
statement  made  so  often  that  I  believe  it  must  be 
true— and  I  am  sorry — but  though  Her  Majesty 
may  rest  in  peace  her  restaurant  was  very  much 
alive  on  the  evening  of  March  the  17th,  which, 
bedad,  I  remember  was  St.  Patrick's,  by  the  powers. 
*  *  *  *  * 

The  members  of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial 
Society  and  their  friends — as  also  many  ladies 
—whose  name  is  legion  foregathered  at  27,  Cheapside, 
under  the  genial  presidency  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley, 
F.S.A.  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor,  the  capable  and  cour- 
teous manager,  supplied  a  menu  which  was  good 
enough  to  resuscitate  the  departed  Queen,  and  the 
tables  were  Kew  Gardens  in  miniature.  A  word  for 
the  musical  part  of  the  proceedings,  arranged  by 
Mr.  T.  Maynard.  Miss  Williams,  Mr.  Stratton 
Lowrie,  Mr.  W.  T.  Parke.  Miss  Nellie  Price,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Maynard  and  Mr.  Biddle  made  me  oblivious  of 
everything  but  the  charms  of  harmony.  A  man 
ta»sting  a  lovely  wine  said,  "  Would  my  throat  were 
a  mile  long  and  every  inch  a  palate."  On  this 
occasion  I  wished  I  were  all  ears. 

«  «  •  »  « 

The  menu  was  decorated  with  the  following  verses, 
which  I  here  quote  : — 

Man's  life  is  but  vain ;  for  'tis  subject  to  pain. 

And  sorrow,  and  short  as  a  bublile  ! 
'Tis  a  hodge-podge  of  business,  and  money  and  care, 

A  care,  and  money  and  trouble. 
But  we'll  take  no  care  when  the  weather  proves  fair  ; 

Nor  will  we  vex  now  though  it  rain  ; 
We'll  banish  all  sorrow,  and  sing  till  to-morrow. 

And  angle,  and  angle  again. 


The  Gre«iham  Society  had  ladies  present  at  their 
twenty-first  birthday ;  the  City  of  London  Pisca- 
torials.  at  the  age  of  twelve  months,  invited  fair 
guests  to  their  festive  board.  I  do  not  take  this  as 
evidence  that  the  society  is  not  yet  "weaned,"  but 
that  they  have  begun  as  they  mean  to  go  on.  So 
mote  it  be.  I  shall  always  be  pleased  to  see  ladies 
present,  and  to  drink  their  good  health,  especially 
when  the  toast  is  proposed  by  such  a  gallant  and 
eloquent  gentleman  as  Mr.  Maynard,  who  declared 
that— 

To  love  and  be  loved 
Is  the  essence  of  life. 

I  agree,  but  will  add  something.  A  practical 
Scotchman  used  to  pray,  "  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread — and  a  little  bit  of  cheese."  So  I  add  : 
"  To  love  and  be  loved — with  a  little  bit  of  fishing 
— is  the  essence  of  life";  and  I  am  quite  sure  Mr. 
Maynard  will  accept  my  addendum. 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  vivacious  secretary  of 
the  A.B.S.  in  another  column,  there  are  over  one 
hundred  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  March  22  at  St. 
Margaret's  on  the  Lea,  which  is  the  only  river  near 
London  open  until  the  end  of  March.  The  secre- 
tary of  the  Anglers'  Association  ^Mr.  R.  G.  Wood- 
ruff). Mr.  W.  I.  Wade  (secretary  of  the  Central 
Association),  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  (secretary  of 
the  A.B.S.)  intend  making  a  "record  "  day  in  aid 
of  the  funds.  I  shall  not  "enter  "  for  the  competi- 
tion, but  wind  and  weather  permitting  I  hope  to 
"perambulate"  the  banks. 


I  believe  that  attached  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
there  are  some  pages  of  advertisements.  I  take  the 
statement  as  correct,  though  really  advertisements 
are  things  I  know  little  about.  This  reminds  me 
that  when  I  was  last  at  church  the  parson  preached 
a  farewell  sermon.  I  was  the  only  dry-eyed  person 
in  the  place.  T  had  no  cause  to  weep — -I  belonged 
to  another  parish.  ^ 

#  »  *  *  » 

To  return  to  the  advertisements.  Messrs.  A. 
Carter  &  Co.  advertise  a  coat,  and  people  want  to 
know  why  it  is  picturod  lying  on  its  back.  Well, 
there  is  no  fisherman  in  it.  so  its  attitude  cannot  be 
suggestive  of  "  the  Black  List."  It  is  a  handy  coat, 
and  can  lie,  as  well  as  stand,  every  weather  and 
kind  of  rough  usage  I  asked  Mr.  Frank  Clay,  the 
moving  spirit  of  Carter's,  what  he  thought  of  the 
coat's  position,  and  he  replied,  "Let  the  coat  lie. 
As  a  picture  it  will  be  a  rest  for  it.  The  actual  coat 
is  moving,  I  can  tell  you,  at  a  rapid  rate,  for  anglers 
know  how  to  appreciate  such  a  garment  at  such  a 
fabulously  low  price." 


The  Serapis  hold  their  annual  supper  on  April  5. 
The  South  London  Anglers  will  have  a  visit  to  the 
United  Brothers,  Deptford,  on  March  26.  The 
Colebrook  A.  S.  will  give  a  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.  B.  S.  on  March  23. 


Tench  are  more  affected  by  severe  cold  than  any 
other  British  fresh-water  fish. 


The  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  City  Corporation 
dined  at  De  Keyser's  Royal  Hotel  recently,  and  the 
Lord  Mayor,  referring  to  the  oyster  scare,  made  the 
following  remarks  :  "  In  the  Sanitary  Committee 
they  saw  how  thoroughly  the  Corporation  en- 
deavoured to  keep  abreast  of  the  times,  and  to 
carry  out  the  great  trust  confided  to  them  of  safe- 
guarding the  welfare  and  health  of  the  whole 
metropolis.  He  regretted  that  they  had  to  protest 
against  the  consumption  of  oysters,  whitebait,  and 
cockles  owing  to  the  deplorable  state  of  affairs 
which  had  arisen.  Those  articles  had  been  poisoned, 
and  it  was  only  that  they  might  bring  home  to 
those  who  could  help  them  the  necessity  of  granting 
power  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  to  enforce  the 
laws  against  the  sinners — and  they  were  heinous 
sinners — who  had  poisoned  the  beds,  that  they  had 
made  the  protest.  The  efforts  of  the  trade  are 
undoubtedly  bearing  excellent  fruit,  because  the 
attitude  of  the  trade  has  been  widely  published. 
It  is  necessary  to  bear  this  fact  in  mind,  as  even 
now  a  reaction  seems  to  have  set  in  against  the 
policy  of  informing  the  public  of  what  is  being  done. 
With  all  the  drawbacks  which  attend  publicity,  the 
advantage  always  rests  with  those  who  have  right 
on  their  side.  Every  day  public  opinion,  as  reflected 
by  the  newspapers,  is  growing  in  favour  of  the 
oyster  trade's  remedy  of  protecting  public  health 
and  the  fisheries,  namely,  '  to  stop  the  pollution  of 
fisheries.'  And  that  advantage  could  only  have 
been  gained  by  the  publicity  given  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  oyster  merchants'  committee.  It 
could  never  have  Iseen  gained  by  the  old  method  of 
'  hush '  which  has  ruled  the  trade  for  so  long." 

"The  Swan  of  Avon,"  my  old  friend  Mr. 
Wilham  Shakespeare,  gave  credit  and  renown  to 
the  Warwickshire  river.  My  other  friend,  Mr.  F. 
Grimmett.  of  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials,  bids  fair 
to  make  the  Avon  by  Fordingbridge,  Hants,  a  river 
which  will  shine  in  history  for  great  catches  of 
roach.  On  March  13  and  14  this  gentleman  caught 
some  very  fine  roach;  on  the  first  day  37,  weigh- 
ing 511b.,  and  on  the  second  day  35,  weighing 
451b.  This  statement  I  make  on  the  authority  of 
Mr.  F.  Jefferies,  the  water-keeper  at  Fordingbridge, 
who  is  known  as  the  local  George  Washington,  on 
account  of  his  love  of  veracity.  You  can  fish  for 
roach  until  the  end  of  March  in  the  Hants  Avon. 
I  cannot  get  there,  so  I  will  wait  until  April  and  go 
to  the  other  Avon  and  catch — a  little  inspiration 
when  they  celebrate  the  bard's  birthday. 

 *  1 

Mme.  Waddington's  letters,  now  appearing  in 
Scribner's,  certainly  disprove  the  saying  that  the 
art  of  letter- writing  has  been  lost.  These  letters 
were  not  written  for  publication,  but  are  the  bril- 
liant records  of  a  bright  woman,  who  saw  the  func- 
tions of  the  Courts  of  Europe  intimately,  and  knew 
how  to  depict  them  with  all  the  vivacity  of  an 
American  woman.  In  the  March  number  Mme. 
Waddingtoxi  describes  the  "Coronation  of  Czar 
Alexander  III." 

A  consignment  of  20,000  rainbow  trout  ova  are 
en  voyage  from  the  hatchery  of  Mr.  Moreton  Frewen, 
Innishannon,  County  Cork,  to  Japan  for  exhibition 
at  the  Japan  exhibition  at  Tokio  in  the  coming 
summer.  The  ova  were  fertilised,  and  then  spread 
on  muslin  troughs  covered  with  2in.  of  damp  moss, 
the  whole  being  hermetically  sealed  in  a  can.  By 
the  time  the  can  completes  its  voyage,  some  11,000 
miles,  the  ova  will  be  almost  hatched  out. 

On  Thursday,  last  week,  Mr.  Hart,  of  the  Serapis 
Angling  Society,  Hackney,  weighed  in  a  pike  of 
211b.  4oz.,  and  Mr.  Hidden  a  perch  of  21b.  12Joz. 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  J.  Harbottle,  of  the 
Tyne  Salmon  Conservancy  Board.  This  gentleman 
proposed  that  a  number  of  yearling  trout  should  be 
put  into  the  Tyne,  and  the  proposition  was 
accepted,  and  a  start  made  with  £50  towards  the 
expenses.  Here's  to  you,  Mr.  Harbottle  !  I  drink 
your  health  from  a  large  bottle.  May  you  and  your 
family  of  trout  "  live  long  and  pros-pere  !  " 

***** 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Northumbrian 
Federation  was  an  important  one.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  Coquet  committee  should  take  over  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland's  water  at  Ovingham, 
and  Mr.  Harbottle  was  delegated  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  with  the  Duke's  represen- 
tative at  Alnwick.  Everything  said  and  done 
proved  that  Northumbrian  anglers  are  alive  to  their 
duties  and  responsibilities,  and  I  wish  that  some  of 
their  energy  and  enthusiasm  would  filter  "down 
south."    We  could  do  with  it. 

Johnny  (aged  6):  "I  say,  ma,  if  some  bandits 
caught  dad,  would  you  have  to  pay  a  ransom  to  get 
him  back  ?"  Ma:  "No,  dear,  after  they  had  had 
him  for  a  week  and  found  him  in  drinks  and  bait 
they  would  pay  a  good  price  to  anyone  who'd  take 
him  off  their  hands."  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flfiglitig  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningt 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  head- 
quarters on  Thursday  evening  last.     Mr.  T.  Coles 
presided ;   the  meeting  was  well  attended.  Mr. 
Coles  announced  that  he  had  provisionally  secured 
the  rights  of  fishing  the  Severn  from  Stourporb 
down  to  Holt  Fleet.    This  part  of  the  river  is  well 
known  to  Birmingham  anglers.    If  the  river  is  taken 
it  would  entail  an  extra  charge  of  about 'one  shilling 
per  member  to  secure  the  rights.    The  salmon 
nets    would    be    allowed,    but    the    chief  one 
would  not  interfere  with  the  fishery  as  it  is  laid 
down  close  to  Lincomb  Weir,  in  a  part  that  anglers 
cannot  get  well  at  to  fish  ;  the  delegates  will  report 
the  scheme  to  their  clubs,  after  which  a  special 
meeting  will  be  called  for  the  purpose  of  finally  con- 
sidering this  important  matter.     The  committee  of 
the  Birmingliam  Piscatorial  Society  have  decided 
to  restock  the  Upland  Pool  at  Handsworth  in 
order  to  improve  the  fishing,  and  as  an  inducement 
for  new  members  to  join  the  society ;  the  club  is 
close  to  the  tram  terminus,  and  can  be  reached 
from  the  centre  of  the  city  for  twopence.    The  club 
also  rents  a  good  stretch  of  the  river  Trent  at 
Barton  and  Walton;  they  are  in  want  of  a  few 
good   members.    Their  balance-sheet,   after  dis- 
bursing all  liabilities,  leaves  a  balance  to  the  good 
of  £7  193.  9d.    The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  St. 
Paul's  Society  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last, 
when  about  150  members  answered  the  roll-call. 
The  club  has  made  good  progress  this  quarter,  and 
have  now   185  members  on  their  books.  The 
balance-sheet  shows  they  have  a  balance  in  hand 
of  over  £30.     The  members  selected  Upton-on- 
Sevem  for  their  annual  contest,  and  the  date  was 
fixed  for  July  10  next.    The  White  Horse  Society 
held  a  smoking  concert  on    Tuesday  last  and 
also  a  meeting,  upon  which  occasion  they  dis- 
tributed the  prizes  won  in  their  late  bye-contest. 
The  Highgate  Park  Society,  which  is  now  over  200 
strong,  have  decided  to  fish  their  annual  contest  at 
Holt  Fleet  on  July  28  next.     We  have  had  some 
very  bad  weather  of  late  ;  we  had  a  heavy  rainfall 
on  Saturday  and  Tuesday  last.    All  the  rivers  are 
bank  high,  and  in  some  of  Ihe  districts  the  water  is 
out  over  the  fields.     The  Severn  is  very  much  out 
of  condition,  and  will  be  for  some  time.  Trout 
fishing  is  at  a  discount. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Those  who  patronised  the  Forty-foot  last  week 
found  the  conditions  for  trolling  all  in  their  favour, 
and  both  the  Donington  and  Swineshead  districts 
yielded  fish  weighing  up  to  91b. ;  indeed,  one  rod 
secured  three  brace  on  Saturday  (March  14),  amongst 
which  were  two  weighing  respectively  O^lb.  and  7|lb. 
The  middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  VVitham  also 
fished  tolerably  well.  Roach  fishing,  which  might 
well  have  been  regarded  as  over  for  the  season  on 
account  of  the  inactivity  of  the  fish,  quite  suddenly 
improved  last  week-end,  and  this  gave  Waltonians 
another  chance  before  the  advent  of  the  close  season. 
On  some  waters,  especially  the  Bain,  some  capital 
bags  were  obtained,  and  several  specimens,  weighing 
up  to  lib,  and  IJlb.  apiece,  were  captured.  Perch 
also  offered  good  sport  at  the  drain  ends. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

"P^s  coarse  fish  season  closed  on  Saturday  (March 
14)  in  this  district  very  favourably  so  far  as  sport 
amongst  roach  and  pike  was  concerned,  and  some 
very  fair  specimens  secured  of  each.  Both  the  river 
Hull  and  the  Driffield  Canal  are  in  first-class  con- 
dition for  trout  fishing  either  with  fly  or  minnow. 
Mr.  C.  Severs,  the  head-keeper  of  the  Driffield  trout 
streams,  captured  on  March  14  a  fine  female  otter 
near  to  Sunderlandwick  Bridge ;  this  is  his  second 
capture  during  the  past  few  weeks.  The  streams 
are  in  nice  order,  but  the  clubs  do  not  open  their 
season  as  a  rule  until  May.  Codling  fishing  in  the 
river  Humber  has  been  very  good  of  late,  and  at 
Paull,  Hull,  GoxhUl,  Stallingborough.  and  Killing- 
holme  some  excellent  catches  are  being  made,  and 
fish  of  31b.  and  51b.  each  taken  with  mussel  as  bait. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Robin  Hood  Angling  Society,  Clifton,  are 
very  busy  just  at  present  with  important  under- 
takings to  benefit  the  club.  The  Bollin,  in 
consequence  of  the  flood,  is  quite  out  of  condition, 
l.ast  week-end  Mr.  W.  Hamblett  had  301b.  of  dace 
at  L,langoUen  ;  other  catches  are  Messrs.  F.  Bovle  a 
roach  lib.  5oz.  lOdr.  ;  W.  Podmore,  dace  9|oz. ; 
Wm.  Boyle,  trout  lib.  3oz.  5dr. ;  and  W.  Bate  a  lot 
of  nice  dace.  The  Gowy  has  been  out  of  condition, 
owing  to  floods.  A  new  club  has  been  started  at 
iJroadheath,  with  headquarters  at  the  Old  Cheshire 


Cheese  Inn.  Mr.  Geo.  Shannon  is  the  hon.  sec. 
Messrs.  W.  Bennett  and  F.  Shaw,  fishing  at  Shrews- 
bury, have  had  decent  sport  with  pike  and  chub, 
the  best  pike,  fi.Jlb.,  and  chul^,  lib.  14oz.  On 
Monday  last,  Mr.  F.  J.  Emson,  one  of  the  Warrington 
hon.  sees.,  delivered  a  lecture  on  the  "Natural 
History  of  a  Fish  "  to  the  Latchford  Aneling 
Society.  *'  ^ 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  annual  dinner,  etc.,  of  the  Moss  Side  Social 
Angling  Association  was  a  pronounced  success. 
With  Mr.  A.  L.  Harkness  as  musical  director,  the 
programme  was  a  very  interesting  one.  This 
association  announces  that  they  have  plenty  of  trout 
resorts  to  go  to.  All  our  city  rods  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  Dogdyke,  and  know  the  mg,ny 
kind  actions  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coddington.  will  be 
sorry  to  hear  that,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness, 
Mrs.  Coddington  has  joined  the  majority.  The 
Ardwick  anglers  have  been  busy  congratulating 
their  esteemed  treasurer  on  his  restoration  to  health 
after  a  severe  illness.  Next  Friday  the  Board  of 
Management  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  are 
summoned  to  meet  in  this  city  to  dispose  of  routine 
and  annual  business. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

Sport  on  the  closing  day  of  the  season  was 
unusually  tame.  The  Trent  contained  a  choice 
tinge  of  colour,  but  during  the  night  the  wind 
chopped  round  into  the  north-east,  and  those 
of  the  craft  who  ventured  out  were  confronted 
by  a  strong  "up-gater,"  rendering  fishing  a 
task  of  extreme  difficulty.  The  Nottingham 
Anglers  Association  engaged  in  a  pegged-down 
competition  for  a  large  number  of  valuable 
prizes  on  their  leased  waters  in  the  Trent  Lock 
district.  Over  110  members  took  part,  but  owing 
to  the  coldness  and  adverse  quarter  of  tho  wind 
only  four  succeeded  in  capturing  fish,  a  21b  bream 
carrying  off  first  prize.  The  association  held  a 
minor  competition  two  days  previously,  when  only 
a  solitary  eel  was  bagged.  The  executive  of  late 
have  been  most  unfortunate  in  the  selection  of  their 
match  days.  On  the  final  day  a  few  roach  were 
taken  at  Weston,  but  Shardlow  and  Cavendish 
Bridge  fished  blank,  and  few  returns  were  forth- 
commg  from  the  Pride  of  Derby  Club's  stretch  near 
■^-''^r,?^  Bridge.    In  private  waters 

Mr.  W  E.  Birks,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society: 
secured,  amongst  other  pike,  a  handsome  specimen 
of  141b  and  Mr.  E.  Bayley  creeled  fourteen  grand 
perch,  best  lib.  12oz.  At  the  period  of  writing  the 
river  was  bankful,  and  if  spring  salmon  are  to 
ascend  at  all,  the  rise  ought  to  set  them  on  the  run 
upwards.  Trouting  begins  on  the  lower  parts  of  the 
tributary  Greet  on  Good  Friday.  There  has  already 
locally,  been  an  increased  demand  for  trout  licences 
On  Thursday,  at  Weston,  whilst  a  Derby  lady  was 
assisting  her  husband  to  land  a  roach  in  the  net 
she  slipped  on  the  greasy  surface  of  the  bank  and' 
untortunately,  broke  her  leg.  She  was  with  diffi- 
culty got  across  the  river  to  her  home. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

So  far  as  the  Severn  is  concerned  in  this  district 
the  take  of  coarse  fish  has  been  better  in  size  and 
quantity  than  for  years  past,  due,  in  a  measure  to 
the  action  of  the  Worcester  and  District  a'  A 
in  protecting  the  fish  during  the  fence  months 
Owing  to  the  great  amount  of  rain  which  has  fallen 
the  rivers  are  bankful  and  a  flood  threatened,'which 
makes  matters  bad  for  the  trout  fishermen  and  the 
salmon  nets.    It  will  be  some  fourteen  days,  even 
if  the  weather  should  take  up,  before  the  water  will 
be  in  condition  for  angling.    The  St.  John's  Angling 
Club  had  their  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribu- 
tion on  Thursday  evening  (March  12)  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  John  Stokes.    Mr.  R.  Morris 
occupied  the  vice-chair;   there  was  a  large  com- 
pany present.    The  catering  of  Host  Hopwood  was 
excellent,  and  the  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  Louis  F.  Higgs) 
showed    the  club   to  be  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition;    the    ^membership    has    doubled  witliin 
the  last  two  years,    and   has  reached  its  limit, 
and    there    are    several    good    anglers  waiting 
for  admission.     The  prizes  were  distributed  by 
the    chairman.    A   capital   programme   of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music  was  given  during  tho 
evening.     The  Worcester  United  Working  Men's 
Angling  Society  had  their  annual  dinner  at  the 
Turk's    Head,    Lowesmore,   on    Friday  evening 
(March  13).  Mr.  H.  Price  presiding  over  a  large 
company.    A  smoking  concert  followed.    Mr.  Alf 
Glover,  the  secretary,  gave  his  report  for  the  past 
season,  and  said  it  was  one  of  the  best  the  club  had 
ever  had.    The  treasurer,  Mr.  Seth  Robinson,  said 
he  had  taken  a  stretch  of  capital  fishing  in  the 
River  Teme  at  Cotheridge,  and  he  gave  them  the 
water  for  their  own  use.     He  also  contemplated 
taking  a  stretch  of  water  in  the  River  Avon.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  a  most 
enjoyable  evening. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  good  many  anglers  have  mado  a  start  on  trout 
lishing  but  a  number  of  the  principal  private  waters 
will  not  bo  open  before  tho  beginning  of  April  or 
May.  Both  as  regards  tho  number  and  the 
quality  of  the  fish,  trout  prospects  aro  good 
borne  time  ago  Mr.  Leonard  Jaques,  of  Easby 
Richmond,  deposited  a  thousand  Loch  Loven  trout 
in  the  Swale,  near  Easby  Abbey,  and  tho  stock  is 
also  being  replenished  by  noblomon  and  gentlemen 
having  large  estates.  Prospects  of  trout  fi-iliing  for 
the  Richmond  district  aro  very  promising.  "^Tho 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  awarded  the  Black  Ox 
Angling  Club  500  yeariing  trout,  and  it  was 
arranged  that  they  should  be  carefully  put  into  the 
stream  this  week  end.  The  trout  are  from  the  North 
of  England  Hatchery  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Cadman,  of  Bar- 
rasford-on-Tyne.  The  yearly  dinner  and  social 
gathering  in  connection  with  the  Woolpack  Angling 
Association  took  place  at  the  Woolpack  Inn,  York 
Cattle  Market,  on  the  Uth  inst.,  when  about  forty 
members  and  friends  assembled,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  was  spent. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  Cork  rivers  have  yielded  some  nice  sport,  and 
on  the  Lee  anglers  have  had  reason  to  be  thankful, 
as  this  river  has  fished  consistently  well.  On  the 
principal  Connaught  fishing  stations  matters  have 
not  been  up  to  anticipation,  but  are  expected  to 
show  much  improvement  when  tho  waters  subside. 
At  Killarney  the  fishing  has  been  fair  occasionally, 
and  salmon  are  reported  numerous,  though  not  well 
on  the  take,  owing  to  tho  high  state  of  the  waters. 
Matters  continue  much  the  same  at  Waterville, 
where  high  and  discoloured  waters  are  still  the 
prmcipal  cause  of  complaint.  As  far  as  lake  fishing 
13  concerned  this  has  been  a  poor  season  so  far 
generally  throughout  the  country,  and  on  many  of 
the  rivers  things  have  not  been  much  better. 


XORTHUMBRIAX  ANGLERS' 
FEDERATION. 
The  Annual  MEEriNa, 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Northumbrian  Anglers' 
Federation  was  held  at  Newcastle,   Mr    j"  A 
Williamson  presiding.     Mr.  Harbottle  read'  the 
following  interesting  and  satisfactory  report-  "I 
must  congratulate  the  members  on  the  fact  that,  if 
the  year  that  is  passed  has  not  been  signalised  by 
any  great  features  or  events  in  the  angling  world, 
we  have,  as  an  association,  gone  on  stoadly  and 
pretty  well  maintained  our  position,  both  in  point 
of  membership  as  well  as  in  finance.    The  sprin"' 
fishing  in  the  North  was  marked  with  cold  variable 
winds  and  unusual  absence  of  flood,  so  necessary  to 
clean  the  rivers  and  improve  trout.    The  lack  of 
rain  was  felt  right  throughout  the  summer  and  well 
into  the  autumn,  and  the  matter  began  to  look 
very  serious,  not  only  in  this  locality,  but  also  in 
the  Midlands  and  South,  and  angling  reports  were 
generally  of  doleful  character.    In  spite,  however 
of  the  drought,  a  fair  number  of  passable  baskets 
of  trout  were  had  on  many  of  our  northern  rivers 
and  burns.    The  reservoir  fishing  was  very  much 
below  the  average,  the  lack  of  rain  affectincr  this 
class  of  fishing  naturally  more  than  the  rivers. 
As  many  of  our  streams  were  very  little  fished,  they 
ought  to  yield  very  well  this  season  if  favoured 
with  mild  weather  and  warm  spring  rains.  With 
regard  to  general  matters  in  which  we  are  as  a  body 
of  anglers  interested,  I  might  say  that  the  matter 
of  urging  the  Board  of  Conservators  to  meet  the 
anglers'  views  in  putting  a  quantity  of  yeariino- 
trout  mto  the  Tyne  was  again  brought  before  the 
chairman  of  the  Board,  and  the  usual  reply  as  to 
want  of  funds  was  the  objection.    The  matter  is 
now,  however,  again  to  be  brought  up,  and  we  trust 
from  the  representations  that  will  be  made  by  your 
secretary  and  other  representatives  on  the  Board, 
that  our  request  will  be  generously  granted.  From 
the  negotiations  conducted  by  your  secretary,  and 
laid  before  the  committee,  there  is  now,  we  think, 
every  reason  to  believe  the  Duke  will  grant  us  the 
control  of  his  stretch  of  water  at  Ovingham. 
Stockmg  the  Tyne  with  grayling  has  been  urgently 
represented  by  many  members  of  the  Federation. 
In  conclusion  I  would  just  like  to  say  that  if  the 
Tyne  water  is  taken  over  by  this  Association  from 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  I  suggest  that  a  Tyne 
Committee  be  appointed  to  manage  this  section, 
and  appoint  its  own  convener,  and  work  on  similar 
lines  to  the  Coquet  Committee,  which  has  worked 
well  since  its  commencement.    This  would  relieve 
your  hon.  secretary  of  a  good  deal  of  work."  The 
report  was  considered  very  satisfactory,  and  Mr, 
Harbottle's  suggestions  were  adopted. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


STofcs  fromj^e  iiori^.    I  Xettets  to  tbe  Ebftor. 


A  MOST  welcome  and  almost  genial  change  in  the 
weather  has  taken  place,  and  hopes  are  heartily 
entertained  that  it  may  continue.  The  first  real 
rise  of  the  March  Brown  came  up  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, but  then  in  Scotland  the  rod  is  in  its  case  that 
day.  The  golfer  may  golf,  the  horseman  and  cyclist 
may  ride,  but  the  angler  has  not  yet  learned  to  face 
the  music  of  public  opinion. 


[We  do  not  hold  oursdvu  ruponatble  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 


A  Scotch  keepers'  and  gillies'  friendly  society  is 
sorely  needed,  and  would  find  ample  support  and  a 
large  membership.  In  tlie  old-fashioned  days  it 
was  not  so  much  needed,  as  a  faithful  servant  could 
look  forward  to  a  comfortable  cot,  three  acres  and 
a  cow,  and  a  good  pension. 


Nowadays  changes  come  with  the  phases  of  the 
moon,  and  new  kings  arise  that  know  not  Joseph, 
hence  the  dire  need  for  combination  and  mutual 
support.  It  is  not  the  first  time  we  have  mooted 
the  subject,  but  who  will  set  the  ball  a-rolling  ? 

That  the  later  spring  waters  will  run  small  and 
clear  and  be  mostly  dependent  on  rain  showers  is  a 
physical  certainty.  The  snows  among  the  higher 
hills  have  mostly  all  run  off,  but  if  the  rain  showers 
be  all  the  more  plentiful  and  copious,  then  the  con 
dition  of  matters  will  be  esteemed  all  the  more. 


A  lessee  on  a  stretch  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee 
has  given  strict  instructions  that  his  water  is  not  to 
be  fished  by  the  keepers  pending  his  arrival,  as  he 
wishes  all  the  salmon  reserved  for  his  own  special 
benefit.  "  Where  ignorance  is  bliss,  'twere  folly  to 
be  wise."  But  Salmo  salar  knows  a  trick  worth 
two  of  that,  and  a  month  hence  they  will  be  thii-ty 
miles  farther  inland. 


Mr.  Charlie  Murray,  the  genial  old  farmer  and 
angler  at  Haughton  Alford,  Donside,  writes  me  : — 
"  There  are  few  clean  fish  hereabout  as  yet,  but  the 
pools  are  swarming  with  kelts.  I  got  one  nice 
'  fishy  '  of  81b.,  and  that  after  running  eight  kelts. 
They  chewed  up  the  only  Silver  Doctor  I  had.  Get 
another  for  me  and  send  it  on  ;  5-0  if  you  please. 
Trout  beginning  to  rise." 

Mr.  R.  Lawson,  the  Royal  Hotel,  Fraserburgh, 
had  the  rare  good  fortune  last  week  of  running  and 
landing  an  8lb.  salmon  on  trouting  tackle  and  an 
8ft.  trouting  rod.  He  had  an  exciting  bit  of  play. 
By  the  way,  it  was  on  the  Strichen  water,  a  feeder  of 
the  Ugie,  and  the  "  Jungle  Cock,"  as  dressed  by 
Mackay,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen,  He  had  also  an 
excellent  basket  of  finnock. 

An  angler  at  the  mouth  of  the  Deveron  (tidal) 
had  the  imique  experience  of  adding  a  seal  to  his 
excellent  basket  of  sea-trout  and  finnock.  He  was 
returning  home,  when  he  spied  the  seal  on  the 
shingle,  and  getting  between  it  and  the  sea  stunned 
it  with  a  stone,  and  carried  it  home  alive. 

Another  seal — a  fine  Arctic  specimen — was  got  in 
the  salmon  nets  at  Stonehaven.  It  weighed  list., 
was  6ft.  in  length,  and  had  a  black  and  wliite  skin. 
This  season  there  has  been  a  large  number  of  big 
salmon  on  the  coast,  and  the  probability  is  that  the 
seal  had  followed  them. 

Mrs.  Yoimg  Milton,  of  Gight,  Methlick,  was  suc- 
cessful in  landing  a  salmon  of  91b.  on  Lord  Aberdeen's 
Ythan  water.    Lady  anglers  are  on  the  increase. 

The  Spey  at  Aberlour  is  yielding  well,  but  the 
^port  is  all  to  the  local  keepers,  there  being  a  verit- 
able dearth  of  sportsmen  not  only  on  the  Spey  but 
ill  over  the  north  as  well.  The  nature  of  the 
.veather  hitherto  has  probably  kept  them  back  ; 
Jut  this  is  now  changed  and  sport  reviving. 

A  company  of  anglers  will  fish  the  Invercauld  Dee 
vater  at  Braemar,  when  at  the  same  time  H.R.H. 
he  Prince  of  Wales  is  expected  to  fish  the  Balmoral 
)ools.  The  Ballater  anglers  are  meantime  getting 
hree  and  four  fish  daily. 


The  Piries'  Paper  Mills'  people  have  set  aside 
7000 — £3500  in  last  year's  balance  and  the  same 
mount  from  this  year's  surplus — to  cari-y  on  the 
)on  litigation.  Their  total  over-turn  from  the 
lills  was  £28,000  or  thereabouts. 


Mr.  Pirie,  in  his  statement  to  the  shareholders, 
lid:  "The  litigation  in  relation  to  the  'Don 
ction  '  seems  as  yet  to  be  somewhat  in  an  initial 
age.  Being  still  sub  judice,  it  is  not  open  for 
msideration  by  the  shareholders." 

Special  Scotch, 


THE  FOOD  OF  SALMON. 
Dear  Sir,— While  thanking  you  for  your  cour 
teous  comment  on  my  letter  published  on  March  14 
X  have  to  observe  that  the  authorities  you  cite  in 
support  of  shrimps  and  other  crustaceans  forming 
the  staple  diet  of  salmon  (for  unless  they  were  the 
staple  diet  they  could  scarcely  affect  the  normal 
colour  of  the  flesh  of  salmon)  are  of  rather  ancient 
date.  Dr  Gunther  certainly  is  an  authority  of 
great  weight,  but  his  work  which  you  cite  was  pub- 
lished twenty-three  years  ago,  and  recent  research 
has  smce  tended  to  throw  a  good  deal  of  doubt  upon 
the  connection  of  salmon  colour  with  crustacean 
fare. 

Frank  Buckland,  much  as  we  revere  his  memory, 
was  highly  speculative  in  many  of  his  statements, 
and  his  notion  that  the  estuaries  formed  the  chief 
feedmg  groimd  of  salmon  has  been  considerably 
undermined  by  later  observations. 

Dr.  Francis  Day  was  certainly  a  careful  observer 
and  precise  writer,  but  who  shall  say  whether  the 
indigestible  "  remains  of  Crustacea  "  which  he  found 
m  salmon  were  those  of  creatures  swallowed  by  the 
salmon,  or  by  the  herrings  on  which  the  salmon  had 
been  preying? 

Mr.  Frank  Gosden,  the  most  recent  authority 
quoted  by  you,  affirms  that  salmon  are  heavy  feeders 
m  the  estuary,  but  the  instance  he  quotes  is  not  very 
convincing.  He  says  he  saw  eleven  herrings  taken 
out  of  a  101b.  grilse  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ayr.  Now 
it  happens  that  the  Ayr  has  no  proper  estuary.  It 
runs  straight  into  the  sea  down  a  considerable 
declivity  into  the  Firth  of  Clyde,  which  abounds  in 
herrmgs.  I  need  hardly  observe  that  the  Firth  of 
Clyde  is  only  nominally  an  estuary,  but  is  really  an 
arm  of  the  sea. 

Then  Mr.  Gosden  cites  a  salmon  caught  at  Kin- 
cardine which  "  had  in  its  stomach  seven  sparlings, 
besides  other  small  shrimps."  Does  Mr.  Gosden 
mean  that  a  sparling  is  a  crustacean  ?  It  is  the 
name  which  we  poor  ignorant  Scots  apply  to  the 
smelt — the  iperlan  of  the  French — itself  a  salmonoid 
fish. 

Couch  is  a  respectable,  though  slightly  archaic, 
authority.  As  for  Dr.  Cobbold,  if  he  indeed  found 
fresh-water  Crustacea  in  salmon,  the  discovery  is  of 
much  importance  ;  but  how  can  any  weight  be 
attached  to  a  statement  so  loosely  worded  ?  When 
and  where  were  the  ten  salmon  caught  "  in  one  or 
two  "  of  which  he  found  the  remains  ? 

I  fear  I  am  encroaching  too  far  on  your  space,  but 
permit  me  to  quote  very  briefly  from  Mr.  New- 
bigin's  paper  on  the  "  Pigments  of  the  Muscle  and 
Ovary  of  the  Salmon,"  published  by  the  Scottish 
Fishery  Board  in  1898.  After  admitting  that  the 
two  pigments  which  can  be  separated  from  the 
muscle  of  a  healthy  salmon — one  pigment  being 
pink  and  giving  a  blue  lipoclirome  reaction,  the  other 
being  yellow  and  not  giving  that  reaction — are  "  of 
similar  and  perhaps  identical  nature  "  with  those 
of  the  lobster  and  other  crustacea,  he  goes  on  :  — 

Now  as  to  the  relation  of  these  facts  to  the 
pigmentation  of  the  muscle  of  the  salmon.  The 
most  obvious  explanation  is  that  the  pigments  of 
the  salmon  are  derived  directly  from  its  food,  and 
this  is  one  which  has  been  made  by  Giinther  and 
accepted  by  other  authors — for  instance,  Beddard 
in  his  'Animal  Coloration.'  At  first  sight  the  sug- 
gestion has  much  to  recommend  it.  .  .  .  There 
are,  however,  some  difficulties  in  the  way  of  accepting 
it.  In  the  first  place,  the  salmon  seems  to  feed 
chiefly  on  haddock,  herring,  and  similar  fish,  so  that 

the  transfer  of  pigment  can  hardly  be  direct  

There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  red  pigment 
exists  in  the  herring.  .  .  .  The  possibility  is  suggested 
that  the  salmon  obtains  the  yellow  pigment  of  its 
muscle  from  food  in  association  with  fat,  and  that 
part  of  this  pigment  is  modified  to  form  the  red.  .  .  . 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is  only  the  yellow 
pigment  which  is  ingested  with  food,  but  that, 
owing  to  the  conditions  to  which  it  is  exposed  in  the 
muscle,  it  becomes  in  part  converted  into  the  red, 
which  then  gives  rise  to  the  colour  of  muscle  and 
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from  a  source  unknown,  let  us  trace  out  that  source. 
Admitted  that  the  pigments, of  salmon  are  closely 
similar,  probably  identical,  witTffTiose  of  crustaceans. 
1  can  perceive  nothing  in  what  has  been  ascertained 
of  their  diet  to  justify  the  speculation  of  certain 
writers  who  account  for  their  presence  in  salmon  by 
assuming  that  the  fish  have  derived  them  direct 
from  the  crustaceans. — Yours  truly, 

March  14.  Herbert  Maxwell, 

THE  THAMES  AS  A  TROUT  STREAM. 
Dear  Sir, — The  letters  of  your  correspondents 
Gerald  M.  Neighbour  and  "  Another  Trout  Fisher," 
in  your  last  issue,  are  scarcely  logical  in  proportion 
to  their  length,  so,  as  I  consider  this  a  very  important 
matter,  I  trouble  you  once  again. 

As  that  of  "  Another  Trout  Fisher  "  deals  with 
mine,  I  will  take  him  first — seriatim.    "  In  waters 
where  food  of  other  descriptions  m  so  plentiful  jis  to 
be  easily  caught  without  exertion,  the  trout  have  a 
much  greater  proportionate  chance  of  escape  than 
in  waters  where  the  general  coarse  fish  are  few." 
This  argues  that  the  presence  of  other  fish  is  favour- 
able to  a  trout's  safety.    Yet  "  A.  T.  F."  proceeds 
with  his  argument  by  saying  that  if  the  reach  named 
were  cleared  of  other  fish,  every  flood  would  bring 
some  down,  which  would  again  have  to  be  removed. 
Why,  if  their  presence  is  beneficial?    Moreover,  the 
fish  brought  down  by  floods  would  be  fingerlings, 
and  our  trout,  now  getting  hungry  in  the  cleared 
water,  would  be  much  more  likely  to  feed  on  the 
fingerlings  than  they  on  the  trout.    Let  me  contrast 
with  my  first  quotation  this  one  from  the  same 
letter  ; — "  To  make  such  a  trout  stream  of  the 
Thames  as  appears  to  be  the  ideal  of  '  T.  Y.  O.'  and 
'  Trout  Fisher,'  war  should  be  waged  against  the 
so-called  '  coarse '  fish  in  order  greatly  to  reduce 
their  present  large  numbers " — now  arguing  the 
contrary  way,  that  the  presence  of  large  numbers 
of  coarse  fish  is  detrimental  to  trout.    And  let  me 
ask  "  A.  T.  F."  this  question,  by  the  way  :  If  a  few 
pike  brought  down  by  floods  would  hinder  successful 
trout  stocking  in  the  cleared  water,  how  is  it  that 
many  pike,  continually  added  to  by  the  H.F.P.A., 
do   not   hinder   successful   stocking   with  roach 
(according  to  him  their  favourite  food)  in  that 
pikiest  of  waters  ? 

Coming  to  the  financial  side,  "  coarse  fishers,"  he 
says,  "  would  at  once  cease  to  subscribe."  Why  ? 
The  Henley  reach  would  be  untouched — nay,  it 
would  be  reinforced,  by  the  pike  and  perch  netted 
out  of  the  other.  The  coarse  fisher's  chance  would 
be  improved.  Again,  from  Hambleden  to  Medmen- 
ham  is  a  little  over  two  mUes.  "  A.  T.  F."  says 
(rightly  enough)  "  in  netting  you  must  at  least  go 
between  weirs,  or  from  Hambleden  to  Hurley  Lock, 
double  the  length  of  the  water  he  names."  That 
would  be  about  four  miles  and  a  half.  Well,  from 
Hurley  Lock  to  Henley  Bridge  is  less  than  that  ! 
So  how  does  the  measuring  come  in  ?  Another 
point  raised — if  I  have  not  yet  subscribed  it  is  because 
no  scheme  has  yet  been  formulated  or  even  seriously 
mooted  by  persons  in  authority.  One  does  not 
subscribe  on  spec,  on  the  chance  of  a  project  being 
taken  up. 

Turning  to  Mr.  Neighbour's  letter,  what  does  he 
mean  by  saying,  "  why  ruin  the  jack  and  general 
fishing  at  Henley  ?  "  I  think  I  have  shown  that  it 
would  benefit,  and  it  would  benefit  also  in  this  way, 
that  jack  would  show  better  sport  when  deprived  of 
their  favourite  food,  the  trout.  Again,  what  does 
this  mean  ?  "  Against  this  "  (netting  out  the  pike) 
"  we  are  offered  a  certain  number  of  trout,  whicli, 
being  unsizeable  vmless  they  are  sixteen  inch?i  ii 
length,  would  probably  if  caught  on  the  fly  have  to 
be  returned."  I  said  worm  fishing  should  not  be 
allowed,  but  I  raised  no  objection  to  spinning,  nor 
I  think  did  your  other  correspondent.  With 
spinning  everyone  would  have  a  chance  of  sport 
with  the  trout;  and  I  believe  the  scheme  would 
pay.  But  under  existing  conditions  why  should  I 
subscribe  ?  I  live  at  a  distance  from  the  river,  and 
have  only  a  day  off  now  and  then,  with  the  moral 
certainty  (if  I  go  trout  fishing)  of  having  my  labour 
for  my  pains.  And  there  are  many  circumstanced 
like  me.— Yours  truly,  Trout  Fisher. 


In  my  anxiety  to  be  brief  I  have  done  injustice 
to  Mr.  Newbigin  by  giving  mere  fragments  of  his 
argument.  The  whole  paper  is  well  worth  studying 
by  those  who  are  not  content  to  receive  hypotheses, 
unsupported  by  evidence,  handed  down  from  one 
writer  to  another.  My  position  is  this,  that  before 
you  can  explain  the  red  colour  of  salmon  as  derived 
from  crustaceans,  you  must  satisfy  yourself  that 
crustaceans  invariably  form  a  large  portion  of  the 
food  of  salmon  in  the  sea.  This  appears  irrecon- 
cilable with  what  has  been  ascertained  of  the  chief 
constituent  of  the  diet  of  salmon.  If  the  lobster 
and  shrimp  derive  their  red  and  yellow  pigment 


THE  THAMES  AS  A  TROUT  RIVER. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  see  that  my  original 
letter  under  this  heading  has  created  interest 
amongst  anglers,  but  correspondents  must  please 
not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  in  my  letter  it  was 
expressly  stated  that  the  matter  was  only  mooted 
in  a  "  superficial  and  tentative  way,"  and  that, 
therefore,  there  is  no  need  for  anyone  to  be  "  out  of 
pax  "  with  me  for  making  a  mere  suggestion. 

With  regard  to  what  your  correspondents  say  as 
to  each  flood  bringing  down  from  the  waters  above 
"inexhaustible  supplies"  of  pike,  perch,  and  chub, 
surely  if  that  was  the  case  then  a  succession  of 
floods  would  well-nigh  depopulate  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Thames;  but  certainly  they  do  nothing  of 
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the  sort,  and  I  hold  the  opinion  that  coarse  fish 
rarely  shift  their  quarters  very  far  from  the  spots 
they  like  best.  Of  course,  the  strength  of  the 
stream  will  make  them  shift  about,  but  not  to  the 
extent  of  sending  them  from  reach  to  reach,  as 
marked  out  by  locks  on  the  Thames. 

As  to  size  limit  for  trout,  it  would  have  to  be 
reduced,  and  fish  of  12oz.  should  be  made  takeable. 

As  to  draining  any  reach  of  the  Thames,  the  idea 
is  chimerical  and  out  of  the  question,  but  all  the 
same,  if  ceaseless  and  skilled  war  was  waged  against 
pike,  perch,  and  chub  by  nets  and  by  all  other  means, 
then  I  maintain  that  if  properly  done  it  would  so 
thin  their  numbers  that  the  harm  they  could  do 
would  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  Further,  I  do  not 
think  the  Loch  Leven  or  the  common  brown  trout 
wovild  go  down  stream  to  any  great  extent.  They 
might  possibly  be  more  inclined  to  push  up  stream, 
but  the  weir  and  the  mills  at  Marsh  Lock  are 
impassable,  and  the  only  passage  would  be  by  the 
lock  gates,  a  trip  which  I  cannot  fancy  any  fish 
making  wOlingly  or  by  design,  though  by  accident 
it  might  sometimes  occur. 

Neither  can  I  see  any  reason  why  the  coarse 
fishers  of  Henley  should  not  turn  into  fly  fishers, 
and  I  see  but  little  cause  for  the  public  to  grumble 
at  being  asked  to  give  up  some  three  miles  of  the 
river  out  of  the  sixty  that  it  has  at  its  disposal  for 
c:arse  fishing.  If  the  proposed  experiment  was 
successful  it  would  perhaps  be  tried  on  a  few  other 
suitable  reaches  (of  which  there  are  very  few),  with 
the  result  that  the  aforesaid  public  v^^ould  have  the 
chance  of  better  and  increased  sport. 

I  also  fail  to  see  why  anyone  should  be  sneered  at 
for  making  an  offer  of  a  conditional  subscription, 
and  for  my  own  part  if  my  suggestion  took  practical 
shape  I  should  be  glad  to  be  one  of  a  hundred  rods 
at  a  yearly  subscription  of  £5  for  three  years  from 
the  start  of  the  experiment.  Even  if  there  were 
one  hundred  tickets  at  that  rate  I  should  think  it 
a  very  moderate  price  for  fair  trouting  so  close  to 
London.  Let  anyone  try  and  rent  half-a-mile  of 
angling  near  London,  and  he  will  see  for  himself  what 
I  mean.  Now,  dear  Mr.  Editor,  as  I  am  a  busy  man 
I  regret  I  must  forego  the  pleasure  of  further  corre- 
spondence on  this  matter.  I  have  made  a  sugges- 
tion which  may  or  may  not  be  feasible,  but  which, 
if  it  can  be  carried  out,  would  certainly  result  in 
some  veiy  excellent  fly  fishing.  Thus,  then,  this 
letter  mv  Sj  be  the  final  wag  of  the  tail  of  the 

TWO-YBAB-OLD. 

"INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND  SEA- 
TROUT  ANGLING." 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  an 
article  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  28,  entitled  "  Inexpensive 
Salmon  and  Sea-trout  Angling,"  by  one,  Mr. 
Augustus  Grimble,  in  which  he  writes  of  the  Ugie 
and  Ythan  rivers. 

I  have  known  the  Ugie  very  intimately  for  over 
thirty  years,  and  as  a  sea- trout  and  flnnock  river  I 
do  not  know  its  equal.  I  have  myself  killed  a  IClb. 
ssa-trout  there,  and  I  have  seen  a  cast  of  one  of 
141b.  caught  more  recently.  The  autumn  run  of 
sea-trout  is  quite  remarkable  for  the  size  of  the 
individual  trout — 31b.  is  a  common  weight,  and  Gib. 
far  from  rare.  The  last  time  I  fished  the  tidal  waters 
in  April,  I  had,  between  5  a.m.  and  10  a.m.,  fifteen 
sea-lrout  and  one  yellow  trout  weighing  together 
161b. 

Spring  is  by  far  the  best  for  finnock,  and  autumn 
for  large  sea-trout  and  salmon.  The  grilse  mostly 
come  with  the  large  sea-trout  in  July.  All  the 
familiar  salmon  flies,  both  plain  and  fancy,  are  used, 
mostly  of  a  small  size.  There  is  no  netting  in  the 
river,  which  no  doubt  contributes  largely  to  the 
number  and  weight  of  the  LTgie  fish. 

As  to  yellow  trout  they  are  abundant  and  some 
of  considerable  size.  A  year  or  two  ago  I  killed 
one  with  fly  weighing  41b. 

There  is  no  bridge  at  the  junction  of  the  North 
and  South  Ugies  (I  wish  there  was).  There  is  no 
anglers'  club  in  Peterhead.  The  lessee  of  the  rod 
fishings  on  the  main  river  is  Mr.  John  W.  Forbes, 
Bronte  Cottage,  Inverugie,  who  gives  out  a  limited 
number  of  tickets  at  a  very  reasonable  rate,  a  season 
ticket  for  all  his  water  costing  only  five  guineas, 
and  for  the  tidal  water  alone  £2,  while  comfortable 
board  and  lodging  can  bo  got  from  SOs.  to  40s.  per 
week.  He  has  right  to  botli  banks  with  very  small 
exceptions.  The  number  of  anglers  is  about  two  per 
mile  of  fishing  if  they  were  all  out.  The  river  from 
opposite  New  Seat  down  to  the  Stone  Mill  Dyke, 
about  two  miles,  following  tho  numerous  bends  of 
the  river,  is  deep  and  slow  running,  forming  a 
capital  hold  for  the  big  fish  in  autumn,  but  the 
remainder  consists  of  beautiful  streams  and  pools. 
As  Mr.  Augvistus  Grimble  says,  the  Ugie  is  not  a 
large  river.  I  fancy  it  would  not  average  more 
than  twenty  yards  across,  but  as  to  jumping  it 
according  to  Mr.  Grimble — I  ( nee  could  jump  the 
Linn  of  Dee,  but  would  not  think  of  measuring  that 
river  by  such  a  test.    In  fact  the  article  I  have 


under  criticism  is  unfair  to  the  river  it  refers  to, 

and  is  calculated  to  do  great  harm. 

As  to  the  Ythan  it  is  a  somewhat  larger  river 
than  the  Ugie,  and  to  that  extent  better  than  it  for 
late  autumn  salmon  fishing.  But  then  the  best  of 
it  is  reserved.  The  Ythan  is  principally  noted  for 
its  tidal  sea-trout  fishing,  either  from  a  boat  or  by 
wading  at  the  risk  of  floundering  in  the  deep  black 
mud  of  the  mussel  beds.  There  is,  besides,  a  total 
want  of  amenity  in  its  huge  tideway,  a  considerable 
portion  of  which  is  constantly  dragged  by  nets  that 
secure  the  best  of  the  fish. 

Finally,  compared  with  the  Ugie,  the  Ythan  at 
£G  per  week  (exclusive  of  extras)  can  scarcely  be 
held  to  come  under  the  title  of  "  Inexpensive  Salmon 
and  Sea-trout  Angling." — Yours,  etc., 

Aberdeen.  Andrew  Murray. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
FISHING— THE  NITH. 

Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  what  your  corre- 
spondent, "Mona,"  writes  about  the  Nith  and  its 
run  of  late  fish,  the  statement  that  "many  fish  were 
netted  and  put  back  on  Dec.  8,  1883,  quite  clean 
and  perfectly  fresh  run  "  was  made  by  the  fishery 
inspector  of  that  date,  I  forget  who,  as  I  have  no 
books  of  reference  at  hand.  All  anglers  who  are 
"old  hands"  know  that  in  nearly  all  the  autumn 
rivers  fish  are  caught  at  the  end  of  October  with  sea 
lice  on  them,  and  to  all  appearance  perfectly  fresh 
run  and  quite  clean,  though  when  cooked  and  sent 
to  table  they  cut  nearly  wliite  and  eat  '■  blankety." 

"  Mona  "  takes  for  granted  that  these  lato  autumn 
fish  must  be  spring  fish  which  will  not  spawn  till 
the  winter  following,  whereas  they  are  simply  gay 
deceivers  that  stay  in  the  sea  till  within  a  month  or 
two  of  their  spawning  time.  The  saltwater  keeps 
their  skins  brighter  than  fresh  water  would  do,  and 
the  presence  of  the  sea  lice  completes  the  deception. 
The  most  practical  euro  for  the  quite  bewildered 
state  of  "Mona"  would  be  for  him  to  go  north  at 
once  and  fish  the  Nith  for  the  rest  of  the  month  for 
clean  fish,  when  he  will  have  practical  proof  that 
these  late  autumn  fish  that  enter  the  Nith  in 
December  are  not  spring  fish,  and  that  however 
bright  and  clean  they  may  look  as  they  come  out  of 
the  sea  they  will  all  have  become  kelts  by  the 
opening  day  of  Feb.  25. — Yours  truly, 

Augustus  Grimble. 


LIGHT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — Only  a  very  few  words  !  I  have  no 
doubt  that  our  English  makers  could  turn  out  rods 
— and  very  good  ones,  too — of  5oz.  or  6oz.  if  they 
wanted  to.  Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Hough,  asks, 
"  Why  don't  they  want  to  ?  "  The  answer  is  very 
simple.  Because  people  don't  want  such  rods. 
Wh-tt  is  tho  good  of  them  ?  Where  are  their  advan- 
tages ?  I  put  aside  ths  suggestion  that  any  man  of 
average  strength,  or  indeed  of  far  below  ordinary 
strength,  would  feel  tired  from  using  a  lOoz.  or  lloz. 
rod  through  a  long  day's  fishing  as  too  ridiculous 
to  be  seriously  considered.  What  then  is  the  advan- 
tage of  a  6oz.  rod  ?  The  disadvantage  will  be 
quickly  discovered  by  anyone,  if  such  an  adventurous 
person  exists,  who  is  so  misguided  as  to  use  a  6oz, 
rod  on  waters  where  fish  run  large  and  weeds 
abound.  Mr.  Hough  makes  out  that  American  rod 
makers  are  better  than  the  English.  He  certainly 
endeavours  to  show  that  our  angler  friends  across 
the  pond  are  very  weak  in  tho  wrist. — Yours  faith- 
uUy,  Lower  Test. 

THE   ALL-STEEL  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  reading  with  great 
interest  the  correspondence  which  is  going  on  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  about  light  rods.  As  far  as  I 
can  gather  there  is  very  little  to  be  gained  by  any- 
thing but  practical  trial,  and  even  then  no  man  is 
likely,  if  he  knows  anything  about  fishing,  to  buy  a 
rod  of  the  kind  pronounced  best  by  those  who  con- 
duct the  trials,  unless  it  happens  to  be  the  kind  he 
likes  best.  So  in  the  end  we  will  all  probably 
continue  to  use  our  old  favourites  whatever  they 
may  weigh  per  foot  of  length. 

I  have  been  waiting  to  see  if  no  one  would  bring 
steel  rods  uito  this  controversy.  One  which  I  have 
weighs  under  9oz.  and  is  10ft.  long.  It  is  in  three 
joints,  with  a  short  butt  besides.  I  believe  it  was 
made  in  America.  I  got  it  from  a  Glasgow  tackle- 
maker.  It  fishes  best  with  a  medium-tapered  line 
and  I  believe  it  would  fully  equal  the  best  split-cane 
rod  in  a  trial,  weight  and  length  to  be  approximately 
equal.  It  has  to  be  learnt,  however,  before  any  good 
can  be  done  with  it,  as  its  action  is  so  fast  that  it  will 
crack  off  the  flies  every  time  if  fished  with  as  an 
ordinary  rod  would  be.  The  only  time  I  tested  it 
for  distance  casting,  I  cast  twenty-two  and  a  half 
yards  with  it  on  a  calm  day.  I  J>,ave  found  it  answer 
very  well  for  drying  the  fly  in  dry  fly  fishing. 

The  action  of  this  rod  being  so  fast  it  quickly  tires 
out  a  fiah  when  one  is  bemg  played,  and  there  is  no 


fear  of  breaking  the  rod  however  much  strain  is  put 
on  the  fish,  as  the  point  can  be  bent  round  to  the  butt 
without  its  breaking. 

I  think  that  if  any  trial  of  rods  results  from  thi.s 
correspondence,  it  would  be  interesting  to  include 
one  of  these  steel  rods  and  to  see  how  it  would  be 
thought  of  compared  with  the  split-cane  ones. 

My  rod  is  not  one  of  those  sort  of  Chinese  puzzles 
which  have  the  line  threaded  down  a  minute  hole 
down  the  centre  which  is  usually  rusted  up,  but  an 
ordinary  ringed  rod  with  suction  ferrules. 

I  don't  think  anyone  could  need  anything  lighter 
to  fish  with  than  a  rod  at  Ooz.  to  10ft.,  but  anyone 
who  is  afraid  to  go  out  fishing  on  a  windy  day  can 
of  course  reduce  the  weight  of  his  rod,  as  he  will 
never  have  to  cast  against  tho  wind,  and  so  will  not 
need  so  much  driving  power  in  his  rod.  Wind  is 
the  first  thing  that  will  find  out  the  weak  points  in  a 
rod  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  W.  Baden-Powell,  and  in 
my  opinion,  too. 

The  very  light  rods  may  cast  almost  as  well  as  the 
heavy  ones  when  everything  is  in  the  favour  of 
casting  and  when  the  caster  is  standing  up,  but  I 
would  like  to  see  some  of  the  light  rod  advocates  put 
a  dry  fly  over  a  fish  fifteen  yards  away  against  the 
wind  with  a  3oz.  or  4oz.  rod  if  they  were  sitting  in  a 
ditch  in  a  water  meadow  with  a  good  bed  of  thistles 
behmd  them  and  the  top  of  the  ditch  level  with 
their  shoulders. — Yours  truly,  W.  M.  J.  M. 

IN  FAVOUR   OF  HEAVY  RODS. 

Dear  Sib, — With  your  kind  permission  I  should 
like  to  put  in  a  word  in  favour  of  the  now-to-be- 
discarded  (?)  heavy  rods,  but  must  confess  to  a 
little  diffidence  in  doing  so,  as  I  am  a  little  at  sea  as 
to  whether  my  remarks  will  be  relevant  to  this  long 
drawn-out  "  light  rod  "  discussion.  From  certain 
innuendoes  thrown  out  by  "Viator"  and  "  Val 
Conson,"  your  readers  are  led  to  believe  this  is  a 
question  affecting  trout-fishers  as  a  whole,  but  again 
''  E.  S.  S."  in  a  special  article  says,  "  after  all  it  is 
the  dry-fly  fishers  that  should  be  considered,"  etc. 
Of  course,  if  this  is  so,  then  a  wet  fly  "  chuck  it  and 
chance  it  "  chap  like  myself  can  have  no  part  or  lot 
in  the  matter. 

In  the  ovitset  I  am  much  surprised  that  practi- 
cally no  defence  has  been  made  in  support  of  the 
heavy  rod,  and  this  fact  inclines  me  to  the  belief  that 
the  question  is  not  being  looked  upon  as  affecting 
trout-fishers  as  a  whole,  but  only  those  as  practising 
the  dry-fly  art.  Another  point  confirmatory  to  this 
view  is  the  fact  that  almost  exclusively  nothing  but 
the  very  highest  grade  rods  have  been  imder  notice, 
a  class  of  rods  that  are  entirely  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  average  angler.  This  being  practically  the  case, 
can  the  question  be  called  a  general  one,  or  one 
affecting  dry-fly  fishers  only  ?  If  the  question  be  a 
general  one,  then  I  do  not  see  why  a  rod  that  is, 
from  its  prohibitive  price,  practically  unprocurable 
by  the  average  angler  should  be  made  the  centre  of 
discussion.  Should  it  not,  sir,  rather  be  a  rod  that 
is  within  the  reach  of  all  that  should  form  the  basis 
of  argument  ?  Considering  the  question  from  this 
larger  view,  I  think  "  Viator's  "  and  "  Val  Conson's  " 
contentions  lose  much  of  their  force.  These  gentle- 
men seem  to  be  satisfied  that  they  have  brought 
forward  mianswerable  arguments,  and  proved 
beyond  dispute  that  the  heavy  rod  should,  nay, 
even  will,  be  relegated  to  the  past.  Have  they? 
I  daresay  they  have — to  their  own  satisfaction. 
But,  sir,  what  have  they  proved  ?  Nothing  that 
I  can  see,  excepting  that  the  one  is  light  and  the 
other  heavy,  that  the  light  one  can  cast  as  long  a  line 
as  its  rival,  and  is  as  tiresome  to  a  weak  wrist — that 
is  about  the  sum  total.  They  have  advanced  no 
reason  why  an  angler  should  use  a  6oz.  rod  if  he 
can  with  the  same  ease  and  comfort  use  one  of  16oz., 
and  when  with  the  latter  he  can  cast,  hook,  play, 
and  land  a  trout  equally  as  scientifically,  and,  I 
think,  much  more  expeditiously.  This  discussion 
has  brought  out  that  these  light  rods  have  been  on 
the  market  for  years,  and  anglers  in  general  will 
have  none  of  them,  and  in  this,  I  think,  they  show 
some  wisdom,  seeing  with  a  heavy  rod  they  can,  if 
so  minded,  fish  with  bait  or  small  minnow  as  cir- 
cumstances permit.  This  fact,  I  fancy,  weighs 
heavily  with  anglers,  at  least  in  Scotland,  and  vnux 
those  specially  who  are  of  limited  means,  and  can 
possess  only  one  rod— that  is,  if  such  anglers  may  be 
considered  in  this  discussion,  which,  I  hold,  they  are 
entitled  to,  unless  angling  is  for  the  future  to  be  a 
class  sport.  ,, 

I  wonder  if  "  Viator  "  or  "  Val  Conson  are  at  all 
familiar  with  the  rivers  of  "  Bormie  Scotland."  I 
cannot  think  they  are,  or  they  would  be  much  less 
doo-matic  in  their  opinions,  for,  after  all,  they  have 
onFy  expressed  their  opinions,  and  proved  nothmg 
worthy  of  consideration  of  the  angler  of  average 
muscular  power.  How  would  these  gentlemen  go 
about  fishing  the  glorious  River  Lyon— so  ably 
described  by  Mr.  Geen  about  a  year  ago  in  the  pages 
of  vour  journal— with  a  tjoz.  rod  ;   but,  perhaps, 
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there  are  no  trout  in  the  Lyon.  I  might  name  a 
few  rivers  that  I  have  the  pleasure  of  fishing,  but  to 
use  a  Coz.  rod  would  be  absolutely  absurd. 

Re  the  "  landing  power  "  of  light  rods,  I  asked  the 
question  of  your  correspondents  in  the  hope  of 
gaining  some  information,  but  "  Viator  "  says  the 
question  is  vmanswerable.    I  don't  think  it  is,  but 
if  so,  then  it  augurs  ill  for  the  light  rods.    It  may  be, 
however,  that  no  one  is  willing  to  answer  for  fear  of 
a  little  mild  ridicule,  but  I  hope  someone  will 
answer,  as  I  hold  it  is  as  essential  that  a  rod  should 
possess  as  good  landing  power  as  good  casting  or 
hooking  power.    For  if  deficient  in  the  former  then 
the  rod  is  not  of  proper  construction.    "  Viator  " 
makes  one  statement  in  his  reply  however,  vl^th 
which  I  implicitly  agree.    He  says  : — "  Personally 
when  I  hook  a  trout  of  lib.  or  upwards,  I  confess 
I  have  other  things  to  attend  to  than  recording  the 
number  of  minutes  or  seconds  which  pass  before  the 
fish  is  placed  in  the  creel."    I  daresay  all  who  use 
a  4  joz.  or  6oz.  rod  will  have  similar  things  to  attend 
to,  but  "  if  they're  happy,  what's  the  odds?"  His 
sarcastic  remarks  about   "  barge  poles,"    "  sub- 
stantial blocks  of  timber,"  etc.,  are  weak.    I  am  a 
little  amused  that  "  Viator  "  is  pleased  to  think 
that  he  has  created  so  much  stir  in  the  rod  trade, 
but  he  passes  over  the  fact  that  some  of  the  best 
rod-makers  the  world  can  produce  have  as  yet  taken 
no  notice  of  this  discussion,  and  although  some  of 
our  experts  have  taken  up  the  idea,  and  are  pro- 
ducing   light    rods    to    "  Viator's  "  satisfaction, 
while  their  doing  so  is  worthy  of  all  praise,  yet  their 
wish  to  cope  with  a  probable  craze  goes  to  prove 
nothing.    Time  alone  can  prove  their  utility  as  all- 
round  trout  rods.    This  has  certainly  not  been 
proved  as  yet.    I  fancy  the  light  rod  fad  will 
quickly  find  its  own  level  ;  they  will  be  capital  little 
things  for  a  day's  samlet  fishing,  but  beyond  that 
their  usefulness  for  the  purpose  desired  has  yet  to  be 
established.    If  I  may  be  allowed,  sir,  to  express  an 
opinion  on  this  question  as  a  whole,  I  think  the 
greatest  good  that  will  result  from  this  discussion 
will  be  that  rod-makers  will  in  future  pay  more 
attention  to  the  proper  construction  of  rods  as  a 
whole,  which,  I  think,  there  is  room  for,  more  parti- 
cularly in  their  balance — their  dead-weight  could 
then  be  more  a  matter  of  choice  than  at  present. 

The  whole  discussion  has  certainly  afforded  your 
readers  a  lot  of  amusement,  for  the  introduction  of 
which  much  thanks  is  due  to  "  Viator,"  and,  after 
all,  anglers  might  do  worse  than  possess  a  light  rod 
it  might  come  in  handy,  as,  for  instance,  when  the 
yovmg  hopeful  goes  a-fishing  against  the  parental 
injunction,  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  quietly  (?)  lay 
him  across  a  chair,  turn  dowTi  liis  nether  garments 
and  administer  a  striking  proof  of  affection.  But 
for  a  day's  hard  fishing,  not  for— Yours  truly, 

SCOTTIE. 


yearly  increasing  both  in  size  and  number.  I  cannot 
speak  to  the  average  weight,  but  I  last  year  saw 
taken  from  the  creel  of  an  excellent  fisherman  quite 
half  a  dozen  fish  from  |lb.  to  4ilb.  I  think  he  had 
taken  thirty  ;  two  other  fisliermen, ''myself  included, 
had  just  six  between  us.  No  doubt  the  fish  will  be 
larger  this  year  than  last,  and  a  guest  at  the  Glyn 
Valley  Hotel  may  enjoy,  "  free,  gratis,  for  notliing," 
a  very  pleasant  day's  fishing,  and  show,  if  a  good 
fisherman,  a  very  satisfactory  bag  at  the  end  of  it. — 
Yours  truly.  Sportsman. 

TAMAR  LAKE  (BUDE  RESERVOIR). 
Deab  Sib, —I  was  glad  to  see  the  communication 
from  "F.  C,"  who,  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  14,  refers  to 
the  pleasant  fishing  days  he  had  on  the  lake  in  times 
gone  by.  He  asks  if  I  can  give  information  about 
what  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  stocking  the 
water  since  Mr.  Montgomery  was  the  lessee.  I 
know  of  five  thousand  Loch  Leven  yearlings  which 
have  been  turned  down  within  recent  years,  and 
numerous  odd  lots  of  which  I  do  not  know  the 
numbers.  These  were  put  in  by  the  three  or  four 
various  lessees  who  have  had  the  sporting  rights  of 
the  lake  since  Mr.  Montgomery's  time.  '""This  year 
five  hundred  more  Loch  Leven  yearlings  have  been 
put  in. 

The  eels  referred  to  in  "  F.  C.'s  "  letter  havo 
much  decreased  in  number.    A  good  deal  of  trouble 


I  have  previously  tried  all  kinds  of  British-made 
rods,  and  whilst  I  believe  there  is  nothing  to  beat 
built-cane  for  strength  and  durability,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  majority  of  thorn  havo  too  much 
play  in  the  butt,  thereby  causing  them  to  feel  heavy 
forward  and  tiring  to  the  wrist. 

The  combination  rod  referred  to  Ls  very  pleasant 
to  fish  with,  the  gradually  tapered  grecnhcart  butt 
apparently  steadying  the  rod  during  the  fiy-drying 
and  making  it  feel  beautifully  light  forward. 

I  do  not  like  greenhoart  for  tops,  built  cano  being 
much  more  smart  in  action,  lighter,  and  not  nearly 
so  likely  to  break. 

I  have  not  yet  had  the  pleasui-o  of  handling  the 
light-weight  Leonard  rods  spoken  of  by  "  Val 
Conson,"  but  havo  been  nuich  interested  in  the 
correspondence,  and  hope  it  will  lead  to  our  manu- 
facturers being  able  to  produce  cano-huilt  rods  that 
are  not  so  trying  to  tho  wrist. — Yours  truly, 

W.  KosK. 

BLUE  DUN. 

Dear  Sir, — A  good  many  months  ago  you  were 
so  good  as  to  publish  in  the  Fishinrj  Gazette  some 
convincmg  instructions  by  your  constant  and 
esteemed  contributor  "Val  Conson"  with  regard 
to  a  pattern  of  the  pale  blue  Evening  Dim,  which 
he  had  proved  to  bo  exceptionally  serviceable. 
Last  year  I  cut  out  the  recipe  and  sent  it  to  a 


LAKE  VYRNWY— A  CORRECTION, 
Dear  Sib, — "Long  Drift,"  writing  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  March  7  about  last  year's  season,  says, 
"Mr.  Malpass  headed  the  list  with  two  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  trout."  I  do  not  know  exactly  who 
"headed  the  list,"  but  the  hotel  register  should 
certainly  show  three  hundred  and  forty  trout  to  the 
credit  of  yours  truly,  F.  W.  Fox. 

RE  TROUT  FISHING  IN  TIROL. 
Dear  Sib, — "  Foiellen  "  should  apply  to  Mr. 
Emerich  Protiwinsky,  Shooting  and  Fishing  Agent, 
Vienna  XVIII. — Yours  truly, 

Harry  S.  Inskip. 

SPAWNING  TIME  OF  RAINBOW  TROUT 
IN  ENGLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  E.  Valentine  Corrie's 
letter  to  Mr.  Marston  re  rainbows  and  their  return 
from  the  sea.  In  March  of  1898  the  Aln  Angling 
Association  placed  in  their  river  1000  yearling 
rainbow  trout,  4in.  to  5iin.  in  length,  from  Captain 
Ormerod's  famous  hatchery.  In  1898  and  1899 
some  of  these  were  caught  in  the  river  up  to  9in. 
and  lOin.,  and  returned  to  the  river  as  requested 
by  the  association.  In  the  following  year,  1900, 
there  was  no  trace  whatever  of  rainbow  trout  in 
the  Aln  ;  they  had  evidently  decamped  and  gone 
seaward.  In  the  following  year,  1901,  it  is  said 
that  the  salmon  fishermen  on  the  coast  caught 
several  in  their  nets  up  to  31b.  We  also  hear  that 
a  few  were  caught  in  1902  in  the  sea.  There  is  no 
evidence  whatever  that  any  of  the  rainbows  have 
returned  from  the  sea  so  far. — Yours  faithfully. 

Hardy  Brothers. 


"THE  CEIRIOG." 
Dear  Sib, — AVith  reference  to  your  note  on  the 
subject  of  the  size  of  the  fish  to  be  caught  in  this 
pretty  river,  I  ha\-e  known  it  for  many  years,  and 
the  fish  are  certainly,  though  not  monsters,  at  least 
up  to  the  average  of  other'Welsh  streams,  and  are 


P.dlo  h'j  S.  Thorn] 


The  Tamab  Lake. 


ir-iCc,  Clrnuall. 


was  taken  by  the  last  lessee  to  exterminate  them 
as  much  as  possible.  Measures  to  this  purpose  are 
to  be  still  continued. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  future  stocking 
of  the  lake  during  the  seasons  in  which  the  agree- 
ment with  the  Bude  Council  allowing  visitors  to 
angle  holds  good.  All  the  trout  retained  (nine  inches 
is  the  mnnmum  size)  have  to  be  registered.  At  the 
end  of  the  season  the  total  number  is  arrived  at. 
It  has  been  arranged  that  not  less  than  five  times 
the  total  for  each  season  of  Loch  Leven  fry  are  to 
be  turned  in,  and  five  hundred  yearlings  in  addition 
every  year.  The  Tamar  Lake,  of  seventy  acres, 
near  Bude,  Cornwall,  was  opened  for  trout  fishing 
on  March  16.  A  notice  of  the  above  appeared  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  7. — Yours  truly. 

Coot. 

"IN  DOUBT." 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  "In 
Doubt,"  respecting  his  not  being  satisfied  with  his 
rod  for  striking  fish  long  distances  and  with  a  little 
slack  Ime  on  the  water,  I  think  if  he  were  to  get  a 
rod  similar  to  those  some  of  the  best  dry  fly  anglers 
are  now  using  for  Derbyshire  streams  his  difficulty 
would,  to  -a  great  extent,  be  overcome,  especially  as 
regards  the  hooking  of  trout.  Gravling  are,  of 
course,  more  difficult  to  hook  with  slack  line. 

All  last  season  I  fished  (chiefly  tho  Derwent)  with 
a  rod  I  had  made  especially  by  Thompson,  Friar 
Gate,  Derby  ;  it  is  ten  feet  long,  in  two  joints,  the 
butt  bemg  a  gradually  tapered  piece  of  good  green- 
heart,  and  the  top  built  cane  with  serrated  ferrule 
and  lock-joint,  which  is  not  heavy  or  clumsy. 


tackleist.  '^with  orders  for  a  supply  of  flies  to  be 
tied  accordmgly  ;  but  he  has  unfortunately  lost  the 
slip  without  executing  tho  order.  Would  it  be 
troubling  you  or  "  Val  Conson  "  too  much  to  beg 
that  the  instructions  may  be  repeated  in  an  early 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette       Yours  truly 

Buxton,  March  9.  G.  H.  R.  Hart. 

["  Val  Conson,"  writing  from  memorv,  kindly 
sends  the  dressing  thus  :— Wings— Smalfpale  blue 
gull  (the  small  black-headed  gull  is  just  riaht). 
Bodtj—YeWow  tying  silk  waxed,  dubbed  with  hare's 
poll  or  rusty  squirrel's  fur,  so  that  a  rusty  dun  wells 
up  between  the  ribs  of  silk.  Rib— Coaise  primrose 
silk  Hackle— Fale  blue  dun,  with  gold  tips  for 
preference.  Whisk— To  match  hackle,  but  optional. 
Hook — 00. — Ed.] 

DO   SALMON  FEED  ON  SHRIMPS? 

Dear  Sir,— At  the  late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland's 
request  I  undertook  to  open  all  salmon  I  received 
for  one  season,  which  numbered  900,  the  majoritv 
ot  which  contained  nothing  but  mucus  or  kind  of 
slrnie,  others  contained  pra\ra,  shrimp,  sand-eels 
young  conger,  river  eels,  herrings,  etc.,  the  latter 
seldom  or  over  whole,  and  quantities  of  undigested 
skms  and  feelers  (or  horns)  of  prawns  in  a  very 
emaciated  condition. 

I  write  of  facts  ascertained  by  personal  investiga- 
tion ot  the  stomachs  of  sahnon.    It  is  cold  and 
dirty  work  at  the  best  of  times,  but  there  is  no  other 
way  of  provmg  the  thing.— Yoiu-s  truly, 
Frank  Gosden. 
(A  conservator  of  the  Exe  for  several  years.) 
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AN  AMERICAN  ANGLER  WHO  "CANNOT 
AFFORD  TO  BE  WITHOUT  THE  E.G." 

DEitR  Sir, — I  wrote  you  a  few  days  ago  that  I 
should  not  renew  my  subscription  for  your  paper, 
as  I  did  not  have  time  to  read  it.  I  have  been  very 
busy  Sunday  and  to-day  (a  hohday)  getting  through 
an  accumulation  of  the  Fishing  Gazettes,  and  have 
made  up  my  mind  that  as  an  angler  I  cannot  afford 
to  be  without  it.  I  judge  from  what  I  have  read 
in  your  paper  that  it  is  necessary  to  use  very  much 
liner  tackle  and  fish  very  much  more  carefully  and 
scientifically  in  the  Old  Coimtry  in  order  to  be  suc- 
cessful than  it  is  here  in  the  U.S.  and  in  Canada, 
and  I  am  very  glad  to  say  right  here  that  I  have 
picked  up  a  great  many  useful  things  from  reading 
your  paper,  and  have  fovind  amongst  your  adver- 
tising patrons  tackle  which  I  am  sure  will  help  me 
to  raise  many  a  good  fish  that  I  would  not  otherwise 
be  able  to  start.  On  niy  return  from  a  business  trip 
next  week  will  mail  your  draft  on  Baring,  so  let  the 
paper  come  along,  and  good  luck  to  you  and  all  the 
rest  of  your  good  anglers,  whether  they  use  light  rods 
or  heavy  ones.  Every  man  to  his  taste,  say  I. — 
Yours  truly,  L.  O.  Ceane. 

Boston,  U.S.A.,  Feb.  23. 


NUMBERING  OF  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  a  letter  under  the  heading  of 
"  Patches,"  appearing  in  the  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  31,  your  able  correspondent  "  Mona  " 
revives  tlie  question  of  the  inconvenience  of  the 
^  hook  scales  in  use  at  the  present  time,  and  suggests 
one  on  quite  new  lines.  This  question  has  been 
discussed  at  length  a  good  many  years  ago,  but  with 
what  results  I  cannot  remember  now.  Anyway,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  since  then  the  numbers  of  the 
subscribers  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  have  undoubtedly 
grown  very  much,  and  that  the  above  question  may 
be  reasonably  supposed  to  offer  some  interest  to 
these  new  readers,  as  well  as,  perhaps,  to  some  of 
the  old  ones,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
regarding  it. 

As  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  matter  goes,  there 
are  two  recognised  scales  at  the  present  time — the 
"  Redditch  "  scale  and  the  "  Kendal  "  scale,  in  the 
former  of  which  the  noughts  stand  for  the  largest 
sizes,  while  this  order  of  things  is  reversed  in  the 
latter.  This  is,  perhaps,  a  somewhat  broadish  way 
of  putting  it,  but  is  quite  correct  in  substance. 
What  may  have  been  taken  in  considerat-on  when 
the  Kendal  scale  was  evolved  I  do  not  know  ;  but 
as  for  the  Redditch  scale,  it  was  founded  on  the 
Birmingham  wire  gauge,  if  my  memory  does  not 
fail  me  (it  is  such  a  long  time  since  this  matter  was 
explained  to  me  that  I  am  somewhat  diffident 
about  the  details).  And  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  when  this  scale  originated  there  was 
a  certain  recognised  correlation  between  the  gauge 
of  the  wire  used  for  a  certain  size  of  hook  and  the 
measurements  of  the  several  component  parts  of 
that  hook — its  shank,  its  point,  barb,  width  of  bend, 
etc.  And,  further,  I  think  it  will  not  bo  unreason- 
able to  suppose  that  this  scale  was  quite  satisfactory, 
as  long  as  there  was  a  limited  variety  of  "  bends  " 
or  "  patterns  "  of  hooks.  But  as  these  began  to 
increase  and  multiply,  discrepancies  arose,  quite 
natvirally,  between  the  original — •"  standard  " — No.  1 
hook  and  the  No.  1  hook  of  some  of  the  new  patterns. 
Wo  have  now  regular-wired  hooks,  fine-wired  hooks, 
extra-strong-wired  hooks,  extra-extra-strong-wired 
ones,  not  to  speak  of  the  variety  of  "  bends  "  or 
patterns  of  which  the  manufacturers  of  fifty  years 
ago  certainly  did  not  dream,  much  less  those  with 
whom  the  Redditch  scale  originated. 

I  do  not  think  that  I  am  mistaken  when  I  say 
that  this  scale  is  the  scale  for  the  whole  of  the 
Continent — say  for  nine-tenths  of  the  export  trade. 
The  Russian  angler,  for  one,  does  not  understand 
any  other  scale,  and,  if  one  is  to  judge  by  the  French 
and  German  books  on  angling,  it  is  much  the  same 
thing  with  respect  to  France  and  Germany.  I  do 
not  mean  to  maintain  that  the  Redditch  scale  is 
"  scientific  "  or  perfect  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
cannot  help  wondering  what  advantage  would  be 
obtained  by  cancelling  this  scale  and  introducing 
a  new  one.  Has  hook-making  reached  its  final 
stage  of  development  ?  Have  we  done  with  new 
patterns  ?  No,  hardly  !  And  as  long  as  hook- 
making  has  not  reached  its  final  stage  of  develop- 
ment, I  do  not  think  it  will  be  possible  to  establish 
a  scale  which  really  would  be  worth  the  trouble  and 
inconvenience  which  its  introduction  would 
occasion. 

Not  being  connected  with  the  hook-making  in- 
dustry, I  think  I  may  take  the  liberty  to  point  out 
that  it  is  a  sufficiently  important  one  to  have  a 
serious  claim  on  the  consideration  of  those  who 
would  attempt  to  introduce  a  new  scale  ;  and 
T  do  not  think  that  I  am  mistaken  in  saying  that 
the  introduction  of  a  new  scale  would  cause  a 
considerable  amount  of  inconvenience  and  con- 
fusion, affecting  the  manufacturers,  the  exporters, 


the  dealers,  and  the  public  as  well.  I  should  say 
that  the  reason  why  hook  manufacturers  are  un- 
willing to  adopt  a  uniform  scale  lies  in  the  fact  that 
they  see  quite  plainly  the  difficulties  and  incon- 
veniences which  will  arise  out  of  it,  while  the 
advantages  accruing  from  it  appear  problematic. 

The  above  remarks  hold  good  also  with  regard  to 
the  scale  recognised  by  the  Kendal  manufacturers  ; 
they  have  their  circle  of  customers  who  have  grown 
accustomed  to  this  scale,  and  will  hardly  find  it 
convenient  to  "  break  "  themselves  (as  well  as  their 
clients)  to  a  new  one. 

As  to  "  Mona's  "  plan,  it  appears  to  me  to  be,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  identical  with  the  Redditch  plan  ; 
tlie  only  difference  which  I  see  between  the  two  lies 
in  the  size  of  the  hook  numbered  one.  What 
practical  advantage  would  be  gained  by  using 
fractional  numbers  from  No.  1  downward,  as  com- 
pared with  the  use  of  noughts  from  No.  1  upward,  I 
really  do  not  see.  In  both  cases  we  have  to  deal 
with  a  symbol,  and  as  long  as  this  symbol  is  in- 
telligible to  those  for  whom  it  is  intended,  I  do  not 
see  why  it  ought  to  be  exchanged  for  a  new  one. 
The  latter  would  be  not  a  whit  less  symbolical  than 
the  former,  but  would  remain  for  a  very  appreciable 
space  of  time  much  less  intelligible  than  the  old 
one. — Yours  truly,  Paul  Tchebkassov. 

St.  Petersburg,  Feb.  18,  1903. 

THE   ACCLIMATISATION   OF  FOREIGN 
FISHES. 

Dear  Sir, — Much  has  been  written  on  this 
subject,  but  very  little  has  been  accomplished — • 
at  any  rate,  in  this  country.  In  the  science  of 
pisciculture  this  country  ranks  a  long  way  after 
the  United  States,  where  they  are  not  so  apt  to 
depend  on  private  enterprise  as  we  are,  the  result  of 
which  is  that  they  do  obtain  some  result  for  their 
money,  while  we  spend  much  and  get  little  in 
return.  Abroad  every  subject  of  real  importance 
becomes  a  national  matter,  and  is  worked  upon 
some  system,  however  faulty  or  insufficient.  Here 
we  trust  too  much  to  private  enterprise,  with  the 
result  that  almost  every  work  we  undertake  is 
carried  through  on  non-scientific  lines.  This  espe- 
cially applies  to  the  subject  now  under  consideration. 
Fish  have  been  introduced  to  British  waters  at  the 
whim  and  caprice  of  the  experimenters  without  due 
regard  to  their  habits,  and  the  risk  attending  their 
removal  from  their  accustomed  environment. 
For  example,  enthusiastic  and  well-meaning  people 
have  advocated  the  introduction  of  that  voracious 
monster  the  cat-fish,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  he  is 
of  little  value  from  a  sporting  or  economic  point  of 
view,  and  will  destroy  the  spawn  of  more  valuable 
fish  wholesale.  Experientia  docet  stuUus  does  not 
apply  apparently  to  amateur  pisciculturists.  Expen- 
sive and  perfectly  useless  experiments  are  made  in 
spite  of  the  salutary  lessons  which  we  ought  to 
remember.  Again,  take  several  varieties  of  what 
are  commonly  classed  as  game  fish.  Time  and 
again  grayling  have  been  introduced  into  streams 
that  are  absolutely  unsuitable  in  regard  to  the  con- 
ditions which  are  necessary  for  this  fish,  and  as  the 
grayling  is  very  local  it  seems  sheer  waste  of  money 
placing  it  in  waters  where  experience  has  taught  us 
that  it  cannot  thrive,  much  less  propagate  its 
species.  In  regard  to  black  bass,  I  have  taken  con- 
siderable trouble  in  finding  out  the  details  that  you 
require,  and  the  result  of  my  investigations  is  very 
meagre  and  unsatisfactory.  The  price  asked  for 
these  fish  in  London  is  quite  absurd  ;  also  I  very 
much  doubt  if  these  black  bass  are  the  small- 
mouthed  variety.  I  learn  that  the  fish  sold  under 
this  name — black  bass — lose  their  gameness  and 
edible  qualities  when  put  in  English  rivers,  yet  the 
Germans  do  not  object  to  them  on  these  points. 
Until  we  have  a  recognised  Fresh  Water  Fishery 
Department,  who  will  pursue  their  investigations  on 
scientific  lines,  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  that  any  im- 
portant advance  in  the  science  of  pisciculture  will 
be  made  in  this  country.  The  late  Frank  Buckland 
did  much  good  work  in  this  cause,  but  there  seems 
no  Elisha  on  whom  the  mantle  of  the  Elijah  I 
mentioned  has  descended.  Want  of  system  and 
an  abhorrence  of  all  necessary  reform  has  always 
been  one  of  the  greatest  curses  under  which  this 
country  has  suffered  ;  the  love  of  obsolete  customs 
and  formulas  and  the  hatred  of  departing  from 
conventional  lines  have  become  a  second  nature  to 
the  average  Englishman,  and  unless  he  wants  to  fall 
behind  in  the  race  he  must  learn  to  look  to  the  future 
as  well  as  to  the  traditions  of  the  past.  But  as  long 
as  all  scientific  experiments  are  left  to  private  enter- 
prise there  can  be  no  common-sense  system  or 
mode  of  procedure,  each  experimenter  not  unnatu- 
rally considering  that  as  all  the  trouble  and  expense 
fall  to  his  share  he  is  justified  in  following  his  own 
whims  and  caprices.  1  think  there  is  no  need  for 
me  to  trespass  further  on  your  space,  ha\  ing  put  the 
matter  before  you  not  quite  so  bluntly  as  some  of 
my  fellow-countrymen  north  of  the  Tweed  would 


have  done  ;  but  there  is  no  use  blinding  oneself  to 
the  fact  that  we  British  are  not  the  practical  nation 
which  we  imagine  ourselves  to  be. — Yours  truly, 
Cobham,  Surrey.  Frank  Cushny. 

FLIES   FOR  RESERVOIR  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  the 
readers  of  your  valuable  paper  could  give  a  list  of  the 
best  flies  for  each  month  of  the  season,  and  also  the 
size  advised,  suitable  for  trout-fishing  in  a  large 
reservoir  in  North  Warwickshire.  The  water  is  well 
stocked  with  rainbows,  brown  trout,  etc.,  and  the 
size  limit  is  eleven  inches. 

I  have  only  fished  previously  for  trout  in  the  river 
Teme,  and  am  therefore  quite  ignorant  as  to  the  size 
and  kind  of  flies  which  would  be  suitable  for  the 
above.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours 
truly,  E.  E.  M. 

"  DONEGAL  SALMON  LICENCES." 

Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  the  above  subject,  to 
which  Mr.  Hart  refers,  the  facts  are  these.  In 
certain  places  in  Ireland  the  owners  of  the  fishery 
will  not  allow  any  person  to  fish  their  waters  unless 
a  licence  is  taken  out  in  that  district,  so  that  the 
angler  who  has  paid  for  'one,  say,  in  Dublin  may 
find  himself  compelled  to  pay  for  another  in  Donegal, 
So  far  as  the  strict  law  goes  one  licence  does  cover 
all  Ireland,  but  the  owner  of  a  fishery  is  not  com- 
pelled to  give  leave  to  anyone  to  fish ;  and  we  have 
this  extraordinary  state  of  affairs  in  existence — that 
a  man  may  be  compelled  to  take  out  two,  or  even 
three,  licences  in  the  one  season. 

The  first  time  I  went  to  fish  in  Donegal  I  was  on 
the  point  of  paying  for  my  licence  in  Dublin,  but  was 
warned  in  time.  It  is  not  exactly  a  "  do,"  but— — ! 
— Yours  truly,  H.  A.  Coroner. 

"  SPAWNING  TIME  OF  RAINBOW  TROUT." 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  1901  Mr.  E.  Valentine 
Corrie  kindly  gave  me  some  rainbow  trout.  As  far 
as  I  can  remember,  being  absent  from  my  note- 
books, these  trout  were  put  into  the  stream  in 
March  ;  they  were  spawning  in  June  and  July. — 
Yours  truly,  T.  Wentworth  Falconer. 


ANGLERS'  DODGES. 

Dear  Sib, — There  is  nothing  very  original,  per- 
haps, in  the  use  of  a  rubber  ring  for  holding  the  tail 
hook  of  the  cast  whileone's  rod  isnot  plying,  although 
I,  like  ■'  C.  D.  F."  in  your  issue  of  last  Saturday, 
cannot  remember  coming  across  another  angler  "up 
to  the  dodge."  The  bit  of  cork  glued  to  the  butt  of 
the  rod  is,  however,  not  uncommon  ;  at  least,  I  have 
seen  it  often  used.  For  many  years,  permit  me  to 
say,  I  have  utilised  the  rubber  ring,  square  cut, 
such  as  is  found  rovmd  the  stopper  of  a  soda-water 
bottle,  but  I  go  one  better  than  "  C.  D.  F.,"  and 
place  it  above  the  reel— in  fact,  about  nine  inches 
above  the  grip,  where  it  serves  the  double  purpose 
of  hook-hold  and  of  preventing  in  very  wet  weather 
the  rain  rimning  down  the  rod  to  one's  hand  and  up 
the  sleeve  of  the  coat.  Most  anglers  must  have 
noticed,  and  experienced  the  discomfort,  that  in 
heavy  rain  the  right  sleeve  is  "  soaked  "  further  up 
than  the  other,  but  perhaps  they  have  not  credited 
the  rod  with  doing  it.  The  rubber  ting,  if  not  an 
absolute  cure,  minimises  the  evil,  and  the  hint  is 
here  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Another  "  dodge,"  and,  Mr.  Editor,  I  ask  you,  is 
there  anything  in  it  ?  Salmon-fishing  last  "  back- 
end,"  I  foimd  that  my  "  silver  "  minnow  was  any- 
thing but  silvery,  and — far  from  tackle  shops — 
I  felt  mightily  chagrined  ;  it  was  the  sole  one  in  my 
minnow-box.  However,  as  luck  would  have  it,  in 
"  the  other  box  "  was  a  cake  of  chocolate  wrapped 
in  silver  lead  paper,  and  the  necessary  white  silk  was 
not  far  away.  Cutting  the  lead  paper  into  strips 
and  winding  it  round  the  minnow  and  fixing  it 
with  the  thread  was  the  work  of  a  moment,  and  in  no 
time  there  was  a  brand-new  tit-bit  that  no  self- 
respecting  salmon  would  or  could  ignore.  Of 
course,  there  did  not  happen  to  be  a  fish  there  ; 
but,  in  these  days  when  the  great  desideratum  is 
lightness  in  r —  well,  everything,  the  "  discovery  " 
that  such  lures  may,  by  means  of  coloured  paper 
and  thread  and  a  flight  of  hooks,  be  manufactured 
by  the  water-side  will  come  as  "  a  boon  and  a 
blessing  "  to  the  brethren. 

From  this  point  of  view,  an  "  Archer  "  spinner, 
with  the  pin  run  through  a  minnow-shaped  bit  of 
lead,  promises  infinite  possibilities,  not  onlj'  to  the 
trout  angler  and  he  who  "  tries  for  a  salmon,"  but  to 
the  pike  fisher  especially,  if  only  from  economical 
considerations. — Yours  truly,  W.  J.  F. 

Glasgow,  March  13,  1903. 

P.S. — Saturday  morning,  March  14. — From  to- 
day's Fishing  Gazette  just  to  hand  I  notice  that 
'"Benwj  an  "  has  taken  the  wind  out  of  my  sails. 

{Several  letter*  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
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faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


The  New  President  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
on  Thursday  evening,  March  19,  Mr.  Frederic  M. 
Halford  was  unanimously  elected  president  for 
the  year.  I  congratulate  the  club  on  having 
such  a  distinguished  angler,  and  author  of 
■'  Dry-Fly  Fishing  in  Theory  and  Practice,"  "  Dry- 
Fly  Entomology,'-  etc.,  for  president. 

The  Growth  of  Pike. 

A  correspondent  of  Le  Pecheur,  M.  Ernest  Gazeau, 
writes  :  — 

"  In  M.  John  Bickerdyke's  excellent  essay  on 
'  Pike  Fishing,'  published  in  Le  Pecheur  of  Feb.  15, 
lie  says  : 

"  We  know  nothing  very  precise  as  to  the  rate  at 
which  pike  grow.'-  Taking  this  for  his  text,  the 
correspondent  adds,  ''  I  beg  permission  to  describe 
a  propos  of  this  matter  a  personal  observation,  the 
proofs  of  which  were  obtained  with  mathematical 
precision.  During  the  years  1881,  1882,  and  1883 
I  amused  myself  with  stocking  a  small  pond  of 
about  two  acres  at  the  Chateau  de  Rigny,  Commune 
de  Joue-de-Touraine  (Indre-et-Loire),  with  carp 
and  roach.  This  pond  had  been  dry  for  several 
months,  and  gratings  prevented  the  smallest  fish 
getting  into  it.  It  was  soon  ahve  with  roach  and 
carp.  One  day  in  October,  1884,  I  gave  them  as 
companions  four  little  pike  of  the  year,  seven  to 
eight  centimetres  long  at  most  (about  three  inches). 
I  also  at  the  same  time  put  into  the  pond  a  bunch 
of  moss  as  big  as  two  fists,  in  which  were,  according 
to  the  calculation  of  the  Engineer  of  the  Bridges 
and  Roads  of  Abbeville,  400,000  minute  eels.  (?) 

"  But  in  1889,  on  Sept.  15, 

Les  Naiades  en  deuil  sur  leurs  urnes  gemirent 
En  semblant  regretter  leurs  sources  qui  tarirent  ; 

and  the  pond  dried  up. 
"  I  found  my  four  pike — not  one  more,  not  one 

less.    The  largest, 

Un  large  intendant  de  riviere 

Qui  fit  reculer  d'effroi  la  cuisiniere, 

weighed  271b,  ;  the  second,  15lb.  ;  the  third,  121b, 


finally,  the  fourth  (evidently  the  Uttle  Benjamin  of 
the  family),  91b. 

"  I  repeat  there  could  be  no  possible  doubt — 
these  four  pike  were  certainly  my  pikelets  of  1884. 

"  As  they  were  hardly  five  and  a  half  years  old, 
their  average  yearly  growth  respectively  was  about 
41b.  14oz.,  2Ib.  lloz.,  21b.  2oz.,  lib.  lOoz. 

"  Of  my  little  eels  I  found  more  than  a  hundred 
weighing  from  1  livre  to  If  livres, 

"  The  carp  when  pat  in  (in  1881)  were  all  adult 
fish ;  there  were  about  300  of  them,  weighing  from 
200  to  300  grammes. 

"  In  1889  I  found  nearly  all  of  them  ;  the  majority 
weighed  from  2  to  3  Uvres.  some  from  4  to  5,  a 
dozen  were  from  9  to  12  livres,  and  one  weighed 
15  livres. 

"  During  the  four  years  of  peace  and  tranquillity 
which  they  enjoyed  before  I  put  in  the  four  little 
pike,  they  had  bred  and  multiplied  considerably  ; 
not  one  of  their  offspring  escaped  the  attention  "of 
the  pike. 

"  I  had  closed  this  note  when  I  remembered  the 
roach,  which  in  1883  and  1884  had  multiphed  so 
as  to  have  become  a  veritable  Egyptian  plague  of 
the  pond. 

"  Perhaps  some  of  the  gracious  and  fair  readers 
of  the  Pecheur  interested  in  these  little  beasts 
(hestioles)  would  like  to  know  their  fate. 

"  Well,  in  1899,  there  were  none  to  be  found,  all 
had  gone  the  way  of  the  carpillone. 

"  Luxjete  Veneres,  Gardonesque  .  .  . 

"  Pleurons,  nous  aussi,  ces  temps  heureux, 
'  ou  I'air,  la  terre  et  I'onde  etaient  peuples  de 
Genies  bienfaisants,  ou  Ton  ne  reposait  que  sur  le 
lit  des  Nymphes,  ou  Ton  ne  respirait  que  I'haleine 
des  Zephyrs,  ou  Ton  ne  s'abreuvait  que  des  pleurs 
ou  de  la  substance  des  Naiades  .  ,  .' 

"  Ernest  Gazeau. 

"  Tours.  12,  avenue  de  Grammont." 

I  am  sure  we  are  all  much  obhged  to  M.  Gazeau 
for  giving  us  such  an  interesting  document  as 
regards  this  matter  of  the  growth  of  pike.  No 
animals  do  more  justice  to  victuals  and  drink  than 
fish. 


Salmon  Rivers  of  Canada. 

A  salmon  angler  who  knows  writes  :  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — It  occurs  to  me  you  would  like  to 
have  a  reply  to  the  query  you  present  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  24  (to  which  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  subscribing  for  a  lot  of  years). 

"  After  noting  advertisement  of  '  Salmon  Rivers 
in  Canada,'  you  wonder  how  actual  scores  will 
compare  with  '  probable  numbers.'  Simply  no 
comparison  can  be  made,  the  actual  being  so  very 
different  from  the  probable. 

"  There  is  one  first-class  river  in  the  list— St. 
John's — in  which  may  be  killed  all  the  salmon  of 
good  size  any  reasonable  man  ought  to  want  ;  but 
five  rods  are  too  many. 

"  On  one  other  a  lot  of  fish  may  be  killed,  but  not 
so  many  by  fair  fly  fishing. 

"  As  for  all  the  other  rivers  mentioned,  it  is 
ques  i.mable  if  150  fish  have  ever  been  killed  in  any 
one  J '-fir  in  all  combined  by  anglers. 

"I  di  not  believe  the  advertisers  can  produce 
actual  evidence  to  sustain  this  small  result — not  for 
many  yi  a  s,  at  any  rate.  In  fact,  these  rivers  never 
have  bee  of  any  good  for  anglers.  This  is  known 
by  all  me.,  who  have  made  the  north  shore  of  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  their  salmon  haunts. 

"  I  have  passed  the  mouths  of  all  these  rivers 
yearly  for  a  whole  lot  of  years  on  my  way  to  and 
from  my  own  salmon  fishing,  and  to  me,  as  well  as 
all  others  so  journeying,  the  story  of  the  coast  and 
its  rivers  is  an  open  book. 

"  As  for  the  '  first-class  '  steamer — well,  we  only 
use  it  because  it  is  the  only  one.  And  aren't  we 
glad  when  the  journey  is  over  ! 

'■  One  can  have  a  very  good  time  roughing  it 
(camping  in  the  most  primitive  way),  and  on  manv 
of  the  rivers  take  a  lot  of  troui,  but  of  salmon— 
lliat's  another  matter. — Yours  truly, 

"  Salmon  Reel.'- 


BUTTERMERE   LaKE  LeASED   FOR  TWENTY  YeARS 

TO  Let  out  to  Rods. 

If  I  lived  in  the  North  of  England  I  should 
certainly  write  to  Mr.  Harold  Jackson,  Oaken- 
clough,  near  Garstang,  and  secure  one  of  the  rods 
which  he  has  still  to  let  on  that  delightful  little 
lake  Buttermere.  Mr.  Jackson  called  on  me  the 
other  day,  and  explained  his  plans  for  making 
Buttermere  a  first-rate  trout  lake.    It  is  already 


good,  the  fish  being  silvery,  very  free  risers,  and 
averaging  about  |lb.  or  over,  and  the  fishing  has  long 
been  private.  This  year  Mr.  Jackson  will  put  in 
thirty  thousand  choice  yearling  trout,  and  intends 
to  keep  up  the  stock  yearly.  Members  will  have 
also  the  fishing  in  Blaetarn  and  other  small  tarns 
and  brooks.  Several  well-known  north  country 
gentlemen  have  already  joined.  There  are  three 
very  comfortable  hotels  on  the  lake,  and  I  think 
the  experiment  promises  to  be  very  successful. 
Mr.  Jackson  is  thoroughly  well  acquainted  with 
the  district;  he  is  a  very  keen  lake  angler  himself — 
in  fact,  prefers  it  to  river  fishing  for  trout. 

The  following  particulars  were  given  to  me  by 
Mr.  Jackson :  — 

"  Buttermere  Lake.  —  Twenty  -  five  rods. 
Entrance  fee,  £15.    Annual  subscription,  £10. 

"  Any  member  desiring  to  take  a  friend  may  do 
so  by  making  a  payment  of  7s.  6d.  per  day  for  each 
day  the  friend  fishes,  but  no  member  may  grant 
permission  to  anyone  to  fish  on  the  lake  when  .such 
member  is  not  there  himself. 

"  The  season  for  trout  fishing  shall  be  from 
March  11  to  Sept.  14,  both  inclusive ;  and  for  char, 
from  July  1  to  Oct.  31. 

"In  fixing  the  number  of  rods  and  the  subscrip- 
tion, I  have  estimated  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
amount  which  I  think  requisite  to  improve  and 
maintain  the  water  in  a  well  stocked  condition." 


Hints  on  Cooking  Fresh-water  Fish. 

In  1879  and  1880  I  gave  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
some  excellent  recipes  for  cooking  fresh-water  fish 
by  Mr.  George  Ransom,  who  wrote  as  "Cocinero." 
The  other  day  I  came  across  one  of  his  letters  giving 
some  useful  hints.  He  says:  "The  originality  in 
these  recipes  will  be  found  to  be  principally,  in  the 
first  place,  the  filleting  and  boning  of  the  fish. 
This  has  many  advantages.  It  gets  rid  of  a  great 
nuisance  in  eating  the  dish  ;  the  bones,  etc.,  are 
made  use  of,  in  this  way  to  improve  the  stew,  or 
sauce.  By  filleting  the  fish  it  is  easier,  better, 
and  sooner  cooked,  especially  in  the  fryins;-pan 
and  on  the  gridiron ;  it  also  occupies  less  space, 
and  can  consequently  be  cooked  in  smaller  pans 
and  in  less  liquid  on  a  smaller  fire,  so  that  economy 
results  in  every  direction,  and  this  economy  is  not 
purchased  at  the  expense  of  quality,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  lends  a  helping  hand.  The  next  thing  I 
lay  great  stress  upon  is,  that  the  fish  should  never 
be  washed  or  soaked  in  water,  or  put  into  cold  water 
to  cook.  Most  people  commit  this  error  ;  it  is  even 
recommended  in  some  cookery  books.  It  makes 
the  fish  flabby,  woolly,  and  tasteless.  Such  fish  as 
might  be  suspected  of  having  a  '  muddy '  flavour 
are  better  cleared  of  it  by  having  boiling  vinegar, 
slightly  salted,  poured  over  them  previously  to  being 
put  in  the  marinade  of  wine  (or  other)  with  the 
other  fish ;  should  there  be  no  other  fish  they  will 
be  sufficiently  marinaded  by  the  boiling  vinegar, 
from  which  they  should  be  taken  and  wiped,  as  it 
is  presumable  that  the  taste  of  mud  is  in  that  vinegar. 
A  glass  of  sherry  put  into  the  stewpan  will  take  the 
place  of  the  wine  marinade  in  this  case,  or  a  glass 
of  brandy.  The  bones,  you  will  observe,  I  have 
directed  to  be  put  on  to  stew  with  cold  water.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  for  rre  to  point  out  that  this  is 
to  extract  their  'goodness'  for  a  special  purpose. 
Conversely,  the  flesh  of  the  fish  is  put  into  the 
boiling  broth  in  order  to  keep  it  firm  and  tasty,  or, 
in  other  words,  keep  in  the  '  goodness,'  as  Sarah 
Jane  would  call  it. 

"  I  have  never  seen  in  print  any  of  the  foregoing 
remarks,  otherwise  I  should  not  have  troubled  you 
with  them.  I  have  arrived  at  these  conclusions  by 
experimenting  myself,  stimulated  thereto  by  reading 
in  books  upon  angling  that  when  you  had  caught 
certain  fishes  the  best  thing  to  do  was  to  throw 
them  back  again,  as  they  were  worthless  for  the  table. 
I  had  heard  that  'God  sent  the  victuals,  but  that 
the  devil  had  sent  cooks,'  so  I  determined  to  see 
what  could  be  done. 

"  P.S. — Wine,  cider,  and  vinegar,  used  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  soak  into  the  fish,  shghtly  in  excess 
(being  astringent  also),  do  not  extract  the  juices  of 
the  fish  like  cold  or,  worse  still,  tepid  water  does, 
neither  does  it  render  them  flabby,  woolly,  or 
insipid,  but  the  contrary."        R.  B.  Marston. 

To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  ''The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabmet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  .-Vthenian  "  of  the  yL'Mng  Gazetta.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TEOUT  ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Grimble, 
Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc. 

[Continued  from  'page  193.) 
CHAPTER  V. 
Inverness-shire. 
Though  this  is  a  county  abounding  in  lochs  and 
rivers,  there  is  yet  very  little  open  salmon  and  sea 
trout  fishing.    Loch  Garry  and  the  upper  River 
Oarry,  Loch  Oich,  and  Loch  Ness  offer  opportunities 
for  a  certain,  or,  rather,  I  should  say  uncertain, 
amount  of  sport,  while  the  Glenelg,  Morar,  Ness,  Roy, 
and  Nevis  are  the  only  rivers  on  wliich  the  angler 
can  cast  a  line  at  a  moderate  outlay.    Loch  Garry 
is  about  five  miles  long  by  a  half  broad,  and  can  be 
fished  free  from  the  hotels  at  Invergarry  and  Tom- 
doun  (the  Brown  Knoll) ;  the  first  named  is  nearer 
to  the  east  end  of  the  loch,  the  latter  to  the  west 
end,  while  it  also  has  a  right  of  fishing  part  of  the 
Upper  Garry  River.    Strange  to  say,  that,  albeit 
from  the  end  of  June  great  numbers  of  salmon  pass 
through  Loch  Garry  on  their  way  to  the  spa-wriing 
grounds  above,  the  lure  that  mil  take  them  has  yet 
to  be  discovered,  for  the  capture  of  one  in  either 
loch  or  river  is  quite  a  rare  event.    The  fish-famed 
Lower  Garry  tells  a  very  different  tale,  for,  com- 
mencing from  where  it  leaves  Loch  Garry,  its  four 
miles  of  splendid  water  is  one  of  the  best — if  not 
the  very  best — and  certainly  one  of  the  most  costly 
spring  fishings  in  the  kingdom,  and  therefore  it  is 
not  my  province  to  deal  with  it  here  ;  it,  belongs 
with  most  of  the  adjacent  country  to  Mrs.  Ellic^, 
of  Glengarry,  and  the  record  take  was  made  as  far 
back  as  1884,  when  two  rods  had  420  fish,  averaging 
161b..  by  the  end  of  April.    Since  1895  it  has  been 
rented  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  as  all  anglers 
like  to  hear  of  good  sport,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
he  and  a  friend  in  his  first  season  had  142  fish  in 
thirty  days,  with  the  fine  average  of  161b. 

Ldch  Oich  offers  free  fishing  after  May  1  to  visitors 
at  Invergarry  Hotel.    The  Phantom  is  the  best  lure, 
but  by  that  date  nearly  all  the  fish  are  gone  past, 
and  unless  there  has  been  a  drought  in  April  there 
is  not  much  chance  of  sport.    In  recent  years  fairly 
good  takes  of  salmon  have  been  made  by  trolling 
the  western  end  of  Loch  Ness,  and  while  doing  this 
there  is  ever  the  chance  of  hooking  a  big  brown 
trout.    The  boats  from  the  inns  at  Fort  Augustus, 
Foyers,  and  Invermoriston  have  taken  some  heavy 
lishin  February,  March,  and  April,  but  though  these 
three  hotels  are  very  comfortable  and  receive  visitors 
for  the  week  on  special  terms,  I  could  not  con- 
scientiously advise  any  angler  to  proceed  to  any  of 
them  with  the  sole  object  of  catching  salmon, 
although  no  one  passing  them  by  in  the  right  season 
sliould  fail  to  give  these  waters  a  trial.    The  River 
Ness  offers  free  fishing  of  the  best  description,  as 
by  the  terms  of  an  old  charter  the  river  is  thrown 
open  to  the  piiblic  on  every  ninth  day  of  the  season, 
when,  though  there  ara  about  three  miles  of  both 
banks  available,  fishers  are  so  numerous  that  it  is 
difficult  to  cast  without  risk  of  being  hooked  or  of 
liooking  someone  else,  while  these  occasions  give 
rise  to  a  great  deal  of  fun  and  banter,  coupled  with 
a    very    considerable    consumption    of  whiskey. 
Nevertheless,   I  strongly  advise   any  angler  who 
happens  to  be  in  Inverness  on  one  of  these  free  days 
to  try  his  luck,  for  if  he  does  not  get  sport  there 
will  at  any  rate  be  no  lack  of  amusement.  The 
ran  of  fish  into  the  Garry,       the  Ness,  Loch  Ness, 
and  the  Oich,  is  a  truly  remarkable  one,  for  it  is  very 
rarely  that  a  clean  fish  is  caught  in  the  Ness  River 
in  February,  and  in  all  probability  the  Garry  fish 
ran  the  Ness  in  .January  and  before  the  Ness  is  open 
to  the  rod.    In  any  case  there  cannot  be  the 
smallest  doubt  that  it  is  viii  the  Ness  and  Loch 
Ness  that  the  Garry  fish  travel,  albeit  the  salmon 
volume   of   the   Badminton   Library   asserts  the 
.f'ontrary,  and  says  that  the  fish  come  up  rid  the 
Lochy  and  Loch  Lochy  and  from  the  west  coast. 
It  is  a  remarkable  error  for  such  a  book  to  have 
made.    It  states  : — "  The  shortest  journey  to  the 
Garry  is  through  the  River  Lochy  and  Loch  Lochy, 
and  yet  fishermen  will  tell  you  that  the  fish  in 
the  Garry  come  from  the  east  and  not  from  the 
west  coast  (which  is  close  by),  and  come  all  the  way 
up  the  Ness  and  Loch  Ness,  which  is  double  the 
distance,  to  the  Gany." 

A  more  hopelessly  erroneous  statement  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine,  for  before  the  Caledonian 
Canal  was  made  tsvo  miles  of  solid  land  in  the  shape 


of  a  watershed  divided  Loch  Lochy  from  Loch 
Oich,  and  never  at  any  time  had  there  been  any 
connecting  stream  between  these  two  lochs.  When 
the  canal  was  cut.  it  did  connect  the  two  lochs,  and 
it  would  only  be  by  passing  through  this  narrow 
artificial  cutting  of  nearly  two  miles  of  stagnant 
water,  in  which  there  are  at  least  two  ordinary 
locks  with  gates  and  sluices,  that  a  fish  could  travel 
from  Loch  Lochy  to  Loch  Oich,  a  journey  that  is 
in  the  highest  degree  improbable  if  not  wholly 
impossible.  I  will  now  cross  the  county  to  the 
Glenelg  Hotel,  on  the  Sound  of  Sleat,  separating 
the  island  of  Skye  from  the  mainland,  and  which  is 
here  so  narrow  that  it  might  easily  be  taken  for  a 
broad  river  rather  than  part  of  the  ocean.  Visitors 
to  these  good  quarters  have  the  free  fishing  of  the 
little  river  Glenelg.  There  is  no  limit  to  the 
number  of  anglers,  and  as  the  hotel  can  put  up  a 
good  number  of  visitors,  they  are  sometimes  too 
plentiful  during  August,  but  the  angler  who  will 
make  up  his  mind  to  spend  September  at  Glenelg 
will  not  be  much  bothered,  and  will  be  pretty  sure 
of  sport. 

Tlae   whole   river   belong?   to   Mr.    Baillie,  of 
Dochfour,  and  though  its  mouth  is  not  severely 
netted  by  the  tacksman,  the  Skye  poachers  are 
continually  raiding  the  fish,  and  to  their  depreda- 
tions and  to  those  of  the  crews  of  various  yachts 
do  the  natives  attribute  the  diminution  of  late 
years  in  the  numbers  of  the  sea-trout.    The  Glenelg 
has  but  a  run  of  ten  miles  ;  for  the  first  four  miles 
it  dashes  rapidly  through  a  succession  of  narrow 
gorges  in  which  there  are  some  deep  and  nearly 
inaccessible  pools,  with  banks  thickly  studded  with 
dwarf  oak,  rowan,  and  birch  trees.    At  the  end  of 
this  four  miles  of  wild  scenery  and  rough  water  as 
the  glen  widens  the  river  begins  to  flow  more  quietly 
and  the  trees  vanish,  until  as  the  small  village  of 
Glenelg  is  neared,  the  pine  woods  on  the  hill  sides, 
and  in  September  the  still  uncut  and  bright  green 
patches  of  oats  and  pasture  remind  one  somewhat 
of  Norway.    The  brown  trout  of  the  liver  are  not 
of  much  account,  though  now  and  again  a  few  good 
ones,  up  to  21b.,  are  taken  in  the  tidal  watei 
Though  it  opens  on  Feb.  11,  migratory  fish  only 
appear  with  the  first  flood  that  comes  after  the 
middle  of  June,  when  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea- trout 
all  come  together  ;   the  former  have  been  caught 
up  to  221b  in  weight,  but  71b.  is  the  average  ;  sea 
trout  are  also  small,  and  range  from  half  a  pound 
to  a  pound,  and  although  there  are  a  few  of  three 
to  four  pounds,  they  rarely  rise  to  a  fly.  These 
trout  do  not  lie  much  in  the  salmon  catches,  but 
prefer  resting  in  the  tails  of  the  shallow  pools.  On 
the  lower  reaches  the  fly  is  the  only  lure  allowed, 
but  on  the  upper  ones,  where  it  could  hardly  be 
used,  the  worm  is  sometimes  very  killing.  The 
httle  river  rises  and  falls  with  great  rapidity,  so 
much  so  that  in  the  same  day  it  may  be  actually 
unfishable  both  from  its  swollen  condition  and  its 
lowness.  and  heavy  showers  with  bright  intervals 
suit  it  best.    When  all  is  right  as  regards  height 
and  colour,  the  fish  are  sporting  little  fellows,  and 
though  somewhat  light  in  weight,  as  compared  with 
their  length,  they  are  free  risers.    No  waders  are 
wanted.    A  stout  trout  rod  or  a  light  grilse  one 
will  easilj'-  cover  the  water.    The  favourite  flies  are 
the  Doctors,  Jock  Scott,  Thunder  and  Lightning, 
and  Popham,  and  the  more  sparely  thej?  are  dressed 
the  more  effective  they  will  be.    No.  2-0  is  a  verv 
large  big  water  size,  and  from  this  they  descend 
down  to  the  very  smallest  according  to  the  height 
of  the  water. 

Mr.  Hedley  F.  Norris,  a  well-known  member  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  is  an  annual  visitor  at 
Glenelg,  where  he  has  been  very  successful,  as  on 
several  occasions  he  has  had  his  three  fish  in  the 
day  with  an  odd-looking  fly,  which,  as  I  believe 
it  is  nameless,  should  be  baptised  "  The  Norris." 
It  is  dressed  as  follows  on  an  inch  iron,  and  is  also 
a  first-rate  sea-trout  fly  when  tied  quite  small: 

Tag — Silver  twist,  orange  floss.  Tail — Fibres  of 
gold  pheasant  tippet  and  rump  feather.  Body — 
Flat  silver  tinsel,  ribbed  with  oval  silver  tinsel. 
Hackle — Dorking  or  silvery  dun  with  a  turn  of 
summer  cluck  at  shoulder.  Wiiuj — Tippet  fibres 
partly  hidden  by  strands  of  heron  and  bittern. 
Cheeks — Two  short  slips  of  wood  duck ;  blue  macaw 
horns. 

The  two  best  catches  in  the  river  are  the  W^ood 
Pool,  about  two  miles  from  the  mouth,  and  Scalis- 
craig,  a  mile  above.  Sea-trout  take  small  salmon 
flies  and  the  Silver-bodied  Zulu. 

The  Morar. — -Though  there  is  not  a  yard  of  this 
short  river  which  is  open  to  the  public,  yet  as  it  is 


usually  let  by  the  proprietors  or  by  the  tenants  of 
their  shooting  lodges  from  the  middle  of  June  to 
August  10,  and  as  the  river  and  the  loch  will  easily 
carry  four  rods  and  the  rent,  if  divided  amongst  a 
Httle  syndicate  of  friends,  would  not  be  ruinous, 
while  the  sport  offered  is  excellent,  a  few  words 
about  the  IMoi'ar  may  not  be  considered  out  of 
place  if  described  here  as  "  inexpensive."  It  falls 
into  the  Atlantic  opposite  the  Island  of  Rum  and 
within  a  few  miles  of  Mallaig  Station.  It  is  less  than 
a  mile  in  length,  though  Loch  Morar,  from  which  it 
flows,  is  some  fifteen  miles  in  length,  with  a  breadth 
varying  from  two  miles  to  half  a  one,  and  with  this 
large  reservoir  to  draw  from  the  Morar  keeps  in 
good  order  for  some  time.  The  south  or  left  bank 
is  owned  by  Mrs.  Nicholson,  of  Arisaig,  and  goes 
with  the  South  Morar  shootings.  The  north  bank 
is  Lord  Lo vat's,  and  goes  with  North  Morar  Lodge. 
An  application  to  the  factors  of  either  estate  will 
tell  whether  either  of  these  lodges  are  to  be  let  for 
the  two  months  prior  to  Aug.  12. 

Between  the  loch  and  the  sea  there  are  but  thiee 
well-defined  pools,  of  which  the  Fall  Pool  is  the  best. 
Here  the  river  takes  a  tumble  over  several  perpen- 
dicular feet  of  rock,  which  in  times  of  fairly  big 
water  is  sufficiently  reduced  as  to  permit  the  free 
ascent  of  fish.  It  is  from  this  pool  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  take  is  made,  and  though  it  is  regrettable 
that  it  is  so  absolutely  useless  to  employ  any  other 
lure  than  the  worm,  there  is  the  redeeming  point  that 
when  fish  are  hooked  it  is  ever  a  matter  of  difficulty 
to  land  them  on  account  of  the  many  sharp  ledges 
of  rocks  with  which  the  pool  abounds,  and  the  "  cut 
direct  "  is  of  frequent  occurrence.  On  clear  days 
great  numbers  of  fish  may  be  seen  in  this  pool — 
salmon  and  sea-trout — saiUng  round  and  round  it, 
and  at  such  times  even  the  worm  becomes  useless. 

Those  who  fish  heie  should  take  care  to  provide 
plenty  of  spare  hooks  and  leads,  for  the  under 
currents  make  it  impossible  to  avoid  being  hung 
up.    Here,  then,  is  worm  fishing  galore  to  be  had, 
while  so  far  as  my  experience  goes  this  form  of  sport 
requires  long  practice  before  anything  approacliing 
perfection  can  be  attained.     A  duffer  will  be 
worming  all  day  and  catch  nothing  but  rocks,  in 
which  he  will  leave  a  dozen  hooks  and  a  pound  of 
lead,  while  an  expert  working  behind  him  will  come 
home  with  several   fish,   and   for  this  reason  I 
think  that  the  skill  needful  for  the  proper  working 
of  the  "Red  Eagle"  is  worthy  of  a  better  recognition 
than  it  usually  gets.    Below  the  Fall  Pool  and  when 
the  river  is  full  there  is  a  fair  pool  for  the  fly,  and 
again  a  little  lower  down  comes  the  Island  Pool 
just  at  the  junction  of  fresh  and  salt  water,  and 
this  is  the  most  sporting  pool  of  the  three.  Here 
the  river  is  crossed  by  the  bridge  of  the  high  road, 
and  at  certain  states  of  the  tide  large  numbers  of 
fish  may  be  seen  from  it.    Below  this  comes  the 
tidal  pool,  out  of  which,  when  it  is  dead  low,  a  few 
grilse  and  sea-trout  may  at  times  be  taken.  From 
above  the  falls  up  to  the  loch  the  water  is  shallow, 
while  as  the  Mallaig  road  runs  close  to  the  bank,  the 
traffic  is  always  a  disturbing  element  to  the  few  fish 
that  rest  in  it.    Although  large  numbers  of  salmon 
and  sea-trout  pass  on  to  Loch  Morar  neither  rife 
freely,  and  the  few  that  are  captured  are  generally 
got  quite  at  the  east  end  of  the  loch.  Salmon 
average  about  101b.,  but  they  are  taken  up  to  201b. 
Wading  stockings  are  necessary  ;  a  light  grilse  rod 
will  do  the  work,  and  the  best  flies  are  small  Doctors, 
Butchers,  and  Jock  Scotts,  while  for  sea-trout  those 
with  silver  bodies  of  the  Alexandra  type  are  good 
killers.    As  a  sample  of  the  sport  I  may  mention 
that  in  1899  four  friends  took  between  July  1  and 
Aug.  10  twenty-three  salmon,  averaging  101b.,  five 
grilse  of  61b.,  283  sea-trout  and  382  brown  trout. 

With  regard  to  the  use  of  the  worm,  I  prefer  a 
Kendal  bend  hook  with  the  necessary  leads  —  I 
always  use  lead  wire — twisted  on  to  short  lengths 
of  weak  gut  or  horsehair,  and  fastened  to  the  main 
line  by  a  loop.  The  lead  thus  suspended  is  said  to 
"  bump  up  "  the  bait  as  it  travels  along  the  bed  of 
the  river,  and  so  prevents  it  from  fouling,  while  the 
weakness  of  its  attachment  saves  the  fracture  of  the 
main  line  in  the  event  of  becoming  so  hung  up  that 
a  "  smash  "  is  the  only  way  out. 

At  Roy  Bridge  Hotel,  whei-e  the  River  Roy  joins 
the  Spean,  after  a  rapid  run  of  a  dozen  miles,  there 
used  to  be  five  miles  of  free  angling  which,  provided 
there  was  rain,  gave  fair  sport  and  heavy  fish  from 
June  to  the  end  of  the  season  on  Oct.  31.  The 
arrangement  by  which  the  hotel  had  the  water  came 
to  an  end  on  Nov.  1  last,  and  at  present  it  is  not 
decided  whether  it  will  be  renewed.  The  terms  are 
70s.  a  week,  gillie  5s.  a  day  ■n-ith  his  lunch  :  bv.t  it 
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is  optional  whether  one  be  employed.  All  lures  were 
used,  and  of  these  the  worm  is  the  best.  Flies  are 
small,  the  favourites  being  the  Doctors,  Jock  Scott, 
Lizzie,  Peacock,  Sir  Richard,  Thunder  and  Light- 
ning, and  Amethyst. 

The  Nevis,  which  falls  into  Loch  Linnhe  a  little 
to  the  south  of  Fort  William,  is  a  rushing,  leaping 
stream,  tearing  round  the  base  of  Ben  Nevis.  It 
is  not  of  much  account  for  migratory  fish,  though  in 
the  time  of  autumn  spates  a  few  are  taken  on  the 
lower  reaches.  It  belongs  to  Lord  Abinger,  who 
lets  it  to  an  angling  club  at  Fort  Wilham,  where 
tickets  may  be  had  at  a  trifling  cost.  With  regard 
to  the  nicest  kind  of  rod  to  use  on  small  rivers  in 
which  fish  rarely  exceed  101b.,  I  have  foimd  it 
pleasanter  to  employ  a  rather  stiff  trout  rod  of 
eleven  feet.  There  is  hardly  any  labour  in  one 
hand  work,  while  the  fly  can  literally  be  placed  to 
an  inch,  and  delivered  more  neatly  than  with  a 
two-handed  rod.  The  fish  when  hooked  has  not 
water  enough  in  these  small  streams  to  get  more 
than  twenty  or  thirty  yards  away  from  his  captor, 
and  fhjugh  it  may  take  a  few  more  minutes  to  kill, 
that  is  of  no  great  consequence.  With  a  trout  rod 
no  treble  gut  is  required  ;  very  strong  salmon  gut  is 
attached  direct  to  the  reel  line,  the  same  as  if  fishing 
for  trout.  Of  course  the  reel  will  be  provided  with 
an  ample  length  of  line — my  own  reel  carries  seventy 
yards,  but  though  I  have  killed  many  fish  up  to 
101b.  in  narrow  streams,  I  doubt  if  thirty  yards 
has  ever  been  run  off  it,  in  addition  to  the  length  of 
line  already  in  use  when  the  fly  was  seized. 

(To  be  continued.) 


POINTS    OF   ETIQUETTE  IN 
CONNECTION  WITH  FISHING. 


The  noble  army  of  anglers  has  increased  very 
much  in  the  last  twenty  years — most  markedly, 
perhaps,  in  that  section  who  devote  their  energy  and 
skill  to   what  we  call,  for 
want    of    a    better  word, 
coarse  fishing.     The  masses, 
as  well  as  the  classes,  are 
keen  followers  of  this  branch 
of  sport,  and,  indeed,  deserve 
every  encouragement  to 
pursue  so  healthy  and  rational 
a  recreation. 

Anglers,  as  a  rule,  are 
kindly,  unselfish  fellows,  ever  ■- 
ready  to  give  help  to  their 
brothers  of  the  rod,  but  there 
are  exceptions,  and  these 
exceptions,  especially  when 
they  acquire  too  much  influ- 
ence in  their  fishing  clubs, 
work  a  lot  of  mischief,  and 
are  the  cause  of  much  ill 
will  and  feeling.  Of  course, 
this  very  often  arises  from 
inexperience  and  ignorance 
of  the  laws  of  sporting 
etiquette,    and   as   the  sin 

is  unintentional  they  must  be  warned  and  for- 
given. A  few  examples  may  be  stated  : — A.  has 
got  permission  to  fish  B.'s  water,  and  when  he 
arrives  at  the  river-side  finds  that  he  has  to  walk 
a  good  distance  before  he  gets  to  a  piece  of  water 
where  there  is  the  slightest  use  trying  to  fish  ;  he 
takes  a  short  cut  through  his  friend's  covers,  which 
enables  him  to  get  to  a  good  pool  in  seven  minutes, 
whereas  if  he  walked  on  the  river-path  it  would 
have  taken  twenty  minutes.  He  is  wrong  in  so 
doing  :  his  invitation  was  to  come  and  fish,  not  to 
disturb  pheasants.  Again,  he  is  fishing  in  his 
friend's  lake  from  a  punt.  If  he  finds  her  under 
cover  he  should  leave  her  under  cover  wlien  he  has 
finished,  and  if  he  has  made  her  messy  and  dirty,  as 
is  frequently  the  case  pike-fishing,  he  should  tidy 
her  out  as  well  as  he  can.  No  one  has  any  right  to 
give  the  servants  of  their  host  any  unnecessary 
trouble  or  work  that  can  be  avoided,  unless,  of 
course,  a  servant  is  detailed  to  attend  on  you,  when, 
of  course,  you  are  his  master  pro  tern,  within  limi- 
tations, and  reward  him  according  to  his  services. 
Another  point  of  etiquette  in  pike-fishing  on  a  lake  : 
If  you  are  spiiming,  and  other  guests,  or  your 
host  himself,  are  fishing  either  with  paternoster 
or  snap-tackle  from  an  anchored  punt,  do  not 
approach  too  near  them  or  spin  in  their  water.  It 
destroys  their  chance  of  sport,  and  is  manifestly 
imfair. 

When  fishing  from  a  punt  with  another  man,  if 


he  hooks  a  fish  and  you  are  fishing  from  the  same 
side,  bring  in  your  line  at  once  till  the  fish  is  landed 
or  lost ;  you  have  no  right  to  increase  his  chance 
of  a  breakage  by  leaving  your  line  out  at  the  risk 
of  getting  it  entangled  with  his. 

Again,  there  is  another  exasperating  habit  which 
some  years  ago  I  noticed  in  a  friend  who  was  a 
first-class  chap  and  sportsman  in  every  other 
respect.  When  he  wanted  a  fresh  live  bait  he  would 
haul  out  fish  after  fish  from  the  can  before  he  could 
make  a  choice  ;  result,  the  rejected  ones  were  more 
or  less  injured  by  his  fingers,  and  their  value  as 
lures  for  a  pike  much  decreased. 

It  never  occurred  to  him  that  if  he  lifted  the 
inner  section  of  the  bait-can  he  could  get  the  bait 
of  his  choice  without  disturbing  any  of  the  others.  : 

Another  objectionable  being  is  the  min  who 
borrows  a  fiy-rod  from  you  with  a  very  Hght  top, 
and  as  the  fish  are  not  rising  to  fly  rigs  up  some  : 
heavy  phantom  or  artificial  bait,  and  strains  your 
rod  top  badly. 

If  you  are  fishing  close  to  anyone  else,  avoid 
making  any  more  noise  or  splash  than  can  be  helped. 
It  has  been  my  misfortune  on  more  than  one 
occasion  to  fish  in  still  water  from  a  punt  (pike- 
fishing)  with  a  man  who  kept  hauHng  in  and  throw- 
ing out  his  line,  disturbing  all  the  water  for  no 
reason  save  sheer  restlessness,  the  result,  of 
course,  being  that  he  disturbed  every  fish  in  the 
vicinitj'.  j 

It  is  not  a  very  pretty  sight  to  see  two  fly-fishers 
get  their  casts  hopelessly  entangled  through  each 
of  them  casting  for  the  same  fish  ;  equally  unplea- 
sant is  the  sight  of  two  anglers  fishing  up  the  same 
stream,  and  the  leading  man  casting  hastily  and 
clumsily  in  his  hurry  to  leave  no  water  for  his  friend 
to  have  first  chance  in.  Such  selfishness  is,  alas, 
not  so  rare  as  it  ought  to  be,  for  even  anglers  are  not 
exempt  from  the  failings  of  humanity,  and  a  few 
snobs  are  to  be  found  in  their  ranks. 

Fkank  Cushny. 


Last  Saturday  (March  21)  I  repeated  the  experi- 
ment, and  am  able  to  inform  those  interested  that 
the  river  is  at  present  less  polluted  than  of  late 
years,  and  is  running  in  fair  volume.  This  last 
conJition  will,  I  fear,  be  deper,d-nt  on  continued 
showery  weather,  for  the  water  is  still  abstracted 
most  unduly  by  the  water  company,  but  the  former, 
we  may  hope,  will  be  permanent. 

Beginning  near  Hawley,  I  followed  up  the  stream 
as  far  as  the  lawn  of  the  Lion  at  Farningham,  and 
there  was  no  appearance  of  serious  pollution  any- 
where. With  regard  to  the  head  of  trout  I  cannot 
speak  with  confidence,  but  in  this  month  trout 
seldom  show  much  in  the  Darenth.  Indeed,  up  to 
the  end  of  April  you  may  look  in  vain  for  rises  or 
for  feeding  fish,  though  you  may  occasionally  take 
a  small  trout  by  whipping  the  ripples. 

I  don't  think  I  observed  half  a  dozen  fish  moving 
all  the  afternoon,  though  the  weather  was  warm 
and  suimy.  The  largest  trout  I  saw  was  in  a  side 
stream,  and  so  bad  was  its  condition  that  I  doubt 
if  it  could  have  weighed  much  over  lib.,  though  it 
was  about  sixteen  inches  long.  This  was  j)robably 
an  exceptional  fish,  but  the  larger  trout  will  not  bo 
in  condition  till  Easter,  if  then. 

The  landlord  of  the  Lion  water  tells  me  that 
although  he  had  thought  of  giving  it  up,  he  now 
intends  continuing  for  another  season.  The  terms 
will  be  the  same.  £3  .3s.  for  the  season  or  .5s.  the  day. 

The  Horton  Kirby  water  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Rogers,  of  Court  Lodge,  and  I  hear  he  has  soire 


Machine  fob  Mowing  Water  Plants. 


A  WATEE-PLANT  MOWING 
MACHINE. 


We  give  an  illustration  of  a  German  machine  for 
mowing  sedges,  reeds,  and  other  hard,  stubborn 
water-plants  in  ponds,  lakes,  and  rivers.  The  illus- 
tration shows  it  so  clearly  that  much  description  is 
unnecessary.  It  is  claimed  for  this  machine  that 
it  will  easily  do  the  work  of  five  men  in  keeping 
weeds  and  water-plants  down.  The  knives  can  be 
fixed  at  will  to  cut  near  the  surface  or  deeper  down 
to  about  six  feet.  Excellent  testimonials  are  pub- 
lished by  the  inventors,  and  from  private  inquiries 
we  have  made  in  Germany  we  feel  sure  it  is  a  really 
good  thing  for  coarse,  strong  water  weeds  ;  it  would 
be  little  use  against  a  mass  of  soft  stuff  Uke  flannel 
weed  or  American  weed.  It  requires  two  men  to 
work  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  South  of  England  Sporting 
Agency,  Salisbury,  would,  we  think,  arrange  to 
supply  anyone  in  this  country.  The  cost  of 
machine  and  punt  is  under  £25. 


rods  vacant.  The  subscription  may  possibly  be  a 
little  lower  than  last  season  (or,  rather,  the  one  before 
last,  for  I  think  it  was  not  fished  last  year),  when 
£15  15s.  was  charged. 

The  place  has  been  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and 
well  stocked,  and  looks  in  very  good  order,  but 
the  fish  are  not  showing  much  yet. 

J.  Paul  Taylor. 


SPOKT  IN  THE  CLOSE 
SEASON. 


PKOSPECTS  ON  THE  DAEENTH. 

In  the  late  autumn  last  year  I  devoted  an  after- 
noon to  noting  the  state  of  the  Darenth  and  the 
number  of  (rout  showing,  and  the  result  (as  pub- 
lished in  this  paper)  was  distinctly  encouraging. 


There  are  probably  few  of  the  readers  of  Shooting 
and  Fishing  who  are  so  situated  that  they  can  take 
advantage  of  all  the  open  season,  either  for  shooting 
or  fishing.  Many  who  have  the  means  to  travel  to 
good  hunting  or  fishing  grounds  have  no  time  at 
their  disposal,  while  those  who  have  time  have  no 
money  to  spare.  We  often  find  people  living  right 
in  the  midst  of  a  good  game  section  who  seldom  or 
never  think  of  "  fooh'ng  away  their  time  running 
after  a  little  bird,"  as  they  sa3%  but  fret  and  fume 
a  great  deal  about  the  privations  of  their  territory 
and  the  lack  of  anything  amusing  or'  interesting. 
If  they  ever  shoot  or  fish  it  is  for  the  meat  alone, 
and  if  successful  they  are  pleased,  but  if  not  they 
call  it  time  wasted,  and  to  them  no  doubt  it  is. 
Then,  of  course,  there  are  a  few  good  fellows  who 
are  fortunate  enough  to  have  both  time  and  money 
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atitheir  disposal.  These  fortunate  people  can  have 
things  all  their  own  way,  and  shoot  and  fish  when 
they  like  in  the  season. 

But  there  is  yet  another'class  to  which  the  writer 
belongs,  those  who  have  a  few  days'  sliooting  and 
fishing  during  the  open  season,  but  who  must  attend 
to  business,  and  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional 
day  or  afternoon,  must  be  content  and  make  the 
best  of  it.  Such  men,  I  know  from  experience, 
derive  much  of  the  comfort  of  their  lives  from  the 
sportsmen's  publications.  I  have  probably  spent 
as  much  money  the  past  ten  years  in  buying  them 
as  would  have  paid  my  expenses  on  many  a  long 
hunting  or  fishing  trip,  but  the  time  which  has  been 
spent  perusing  and  studying  them  has  been  during 
long  winter  evenings,  and  at  other  times  that  would 
have  dragged  heavily  had  it  not  been  for  these 
companions. 

With  my  books  and  papers,  pipe,  and  a  good 
warm  fire  I  follow  the  many  good  stories  related 
and  the  information  given  as  eagerly  as  a  boy,  and 
really  believe  that  my  health  and  spirits  depend 
largely  upon  these  pubhcations.  As  I  write  this, 
the  snow  is  whirhng  about  outside,  the  north  wind 
IS  howling  its  dismal  wail  to  the  darkened  sky,  while 
along  the  street  as  I  look  from  my  window  I  can 
see  hundreds  of  pinched,  frozen  -  looking  faces 
hurrying  by.  For  hours  I  have  been  roaming  in 
company  with  several  well-known  writers  of 
Shooting  and  Fishing  among  the  summer  woods, 
where  the  sun  has  shone  so  warm  that  I  have  been 
upon  the  point  of  removing  my  coat  several  times, 
^and  where  a  vigorous  effort  at  the  pipe  has  seemed 
necessary  to  drive  away  the  mosquitoes. 

What  should  we  do  without  our  books  and.  papers 
is  the  question  we  often  ask.— F.  B.  in  N.  Y.  Shooting 
and  Fishing. 


GAME  FISHING  IN  NEW- 
FOUNDLAND. 
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Lying  wedge-shaped  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  its 
tapermg  point  splitting  the  cold  Arctic  current 
driving  south,  its  broad  base  receiving  the  full 
force  of  the  warm  Gulf  Stream  flowing  north,  and 
its  immense  shoals  lying  to  the  south— the  feeding 
ground  of  countless  myriads  of  codfish— Newfound- 
land resembles,  on  a  gigantic  scale,  a  large  stone  in 
some  quiet  river,  beneath  whose  deep  sides,  or 
below  where  the  water  shoals,  the  more  aristocratic 
trout  or  salmon  lurk  or  disport  themselves. 

But  here  the  resemblance  ceases.  Inland  the 
island,  one-third  water,  is  a  labyrinth  of  lakes 
rivers,  and  guUies,  island-dotted,  and  of  every  con- 
ceivable shape  and  size,  from  the  magnificent 
Grand  Lake  (sixty  miles  in  length,  with  its  island 
twenty  miles  long)  to  the  tiny  brook  which  dries  up 
with  the  summer's  sun  and  leaves  its  course  strewn 
with  the  dried-up  skeletons  of  its  former  lively 
occupants.  Often  these  lakes  and  gullies  are  con- 
nected  by  long,  deep  reaches  of  still  water,  through 
which  immense  schools  of  magnificent  native  trout, 
innocent  of  artificial  flies  or  bait,  pass  leisurely 
from  lake  to  lake,  or  lurk  beneath  its  reedy  banks. 

The  productiveness  of  some  of  the  lakes  in  the 
interior  is  truly  wonderful;  indeed,  one  would 
almost  imagine  that  the  fish  were  stored  in  subter- 
ranean caves.  I  have  seen  three  men  standing 
around  a  mere  "mud  hole."  not  more  than  twelve 
yards  square,  and  probably  fished  for  the  first  time 
take  twenty  dozen  fine  trout  in  less  than  an  hour' 
while  to  land  two  and  even  three  half-pound  trout 
at  one  time  on  a  cast,  while  being  exceptional 
IS  not  uncommon  in  the  course  of  a  day's  fishing  iii 
some  locaUties. 

Eising  from  their  source  in  remote  regions  far 
m  the  interior,  the  rivers  wind  through  unfinished 
and  probably  in  many  cases  undiscovered  lakes  and 
gulhes.  Fed  by  numerous  smaller  rivers  and  brooks 
m  nearly  all  cases  stocked  with  trout,  they  assume 
lordly  proportions  as  they  near  the  coast ;  and 
tinally,  they  either  flow  through  deep,  wooded 
valleys  and  pour  their  waters  into  some  desp  and 
quiet  bay  or  dash  in  a  succession  of  high  foaming 
cataracts  over  the  bluffs  of  some  bold  headlands  on 
the  sea  coast. 

Up  these  rivers  the  salmon  ascend,  either  leisurely 
ewimmmg  against  the  smooth  tide  of  the  lower- 
rivers  or  scaling  in  a  series  of  gigantic  leaps  the 
watery  steps  of  the  rivers  which  fall  over  the  bluffs 
Although  from  almost  every  body  of  water  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  island  magnificent  catches 
ot  trout  are  to  be  taken,  yet  the  very  best  trout 
and  salmon  rivers  are  on  the  west  coast  Here 


coursing  through  magnificent  scenery,  are  some  of 
the  finest  salmon  rivers  in  the  world.  Salmon 
weighing  2 Jib.  have  been  taken  from  Codroy  river; 
trout  from  41b.  to  61b.  have  been  landed  from 
Harry's  Brook.  Six  salmon  in  an  hour  have  been 
caught  at  Burnt  Islands,  and  at  Bear's  Cole  Brook 
to  land  an  81b.  salmon  is  a  usual  experience. 

The  fish  are  not  fastidious  in  their  preference  for 
flies.  While  the  flies  known  in  Newfoundland  as 
the  '-Terra  Nova,"  "  Dash  wood,"  "Silver  Doctor," 
"Teal,"  and  others  are  generally  good  killers,  I 
have  been  told  that  almost  any  good  fly  used  in 
England  works  well  in  Newfoundland  waters.  I 
have,  however,  taken  some  very  fine  catches  with 
no  other  bait  than  a  strip  of  red  flannel  wrapped 
around  an  ordinary  bait  hook. 

As  if  built  for  the  principal  accommodation  of 
anglers,  the  cross-country  railway,  starting  from 
St.  John's  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  island,  describes 
a  wide  semi-circle  to  the  north,  tapping  the  bottoms 
of  the  great  northern  bays  and  crossing  the  rivers  at 
the  most  favourable  points— near  the  estuaries— for 
good  salmon  and  trout  fishing.  Winding  around 
huge  bodies  of  fresh  water  miles  in  length  the  rail- 
way finally  runs  down  the  western  side  of  the 
island  near  the  coastline  and  terminates  at  Port- 
aux-Basque,  the  extreme  south-western  point  of 
the  island.  The  total  distance  across— six  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  miles— is  usually  covered  in  twenty- 
eight  hours.  The  stations  average  a  distance  of 
ten  miles  apart.  A  landing  can  be  made  at  any 
point  between  the  stations  if  necessary.  In  the 
vicinity  of  nearly  all  the  large  rivers  near  the  coast 
there  are  small  settlements  where  very  fair  accom- 
modation can  be  had,  costing  from  fifty  cents  to 
one  dollar  per  day ;  and  should  the  tourist  require 
any  extras  the  train  crossing  the  country  weekly 
will  bring  him  whatever  he  may  require  from  any 
of  the  large  stores  in  St.  John's.  Guides,  too,  can 
be  had  for  a  few  shillings  per  day  who  will  do  all 
the  necessary  cooking  and  carrying. 

The  "Log  Cabin"  at  Spruce  Brook,  too,  is  a 
favourite  resort  for  tourists.  Situated  in  an  excel- 
lent fishing  and  hunting  region,  it  supplies  all  the 
necessary  paraphernaha  for  sportsmen  and  anglers. 

And  now  quite  as  remarkable  as  the  fact  that 
we  have  excellent  fishing  and  good  accommodation, 
and  that  there  are  enthusiastic  anglers  on  each  side 
of  us,  is  that  we  have  comparatively  few  visits  from 
EngUsh  sportsmen.  It  is  very  possible  that  this  is 
because  a  few  years  ago  the  interior  of  the  country 
was  almost  unknown.  Travelling  where  the  rail- 
way runs  now  was  only  possible  to  trappers  and  other 
woodmen,  and  to  travel  from  one  village  to  another 
by  water  on  the  sea  coast  was  troublesome  and 
dangerous  as  it  was  unsatisfactory.  But  the 
railway  has  changed  all  this. 

In  Canada  and  the  United  States,  owing  to  their 
proximity.  Newfoundland  as  a  sporting  ground  is 
fairly  well  advertised.  Already  the  number  of 
tourists  from  those  countries  flocking  into  the 
island  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  it  can  only  be  a 
comparatively  short  time  before  some  of  the  rivers 
will  be  tolerably  well  fished. 

To  reach  a  good  fishing  locality  in  Newfoundland 
from  England  usually  means  a  seven  days'  sea 
voyage,  a  rest  in  a  good  hotel  in  St.  John's,  and  a 
few  hours'  train  ride.  Between  Liverpool  and  St. 
John's  the  Allan  and  Furness  Line  of  steamers  ply 
alternately  every  week.  A  first-class  passenger  ticket 
by  one  of  the  Allan  liners  will  cost  $51. 10.  Board  at 
the  best  hotel  in  St.  John's  is  two  dollars  a  day.  At 
St.  John's  provisions,  etc.,  and  all  necessary  fishing 
tackle,  including  best  flies  for  Newfoundland  waters! 
can  be  obtained  if  required.  The  cross-country 
train  leaves  the  station— about  twenty  minutes' 
walk  from  the  centre  of  the  town— three  times 
weekly.  First-class  railway  fare  to  Port-aux-Basque, 
which  is  the  end  of  the  line,  is  $14.00,  and  luggage 
rates  proportionate.  No  fee  is  charged  for°un- 
restricted  fishing,  which  is  only  permissible  with 
rod,  hook,  and  line  between  Sept.  15  and  Jan.  15 
next  following  in  any  year,  and  rods,  etc.,  are 
admitted  free  under  bond.' 

Although  it  is  quite  possible  for  an  angler  who 
comes  to  Newfoundland  to  fish  a  whole  day  and 
not  catch  more  than  a  dozen  fish,  yet  such  poor 
success  will  be  of  short  duration.  Under  ordinary 
circumstances  he  will  catch  all  he  would  care  to 
carry  in  two  days. 

After  a  week  or  less,  if  he  is  fortunate,  the 
glorious  never-to-be-forgotten  sport  of  landing  a 
61b.  or  81b.  salmon  will  be  a  common  experience. 
He  will  see  trout  in  such  numbers  that  he  will  not 
dare  to  speak  the  truth  about  them  when  he  reaches 


home;  and  there,  as  he  contemplates  the  well- 
stuffed,  scaly  skin  of  his  largest  salmon,  he  will 
hve  over  again,  in  honest  joy,  the  mighty  struggle 
he  had  with  the  noble  fish— and  the  mosquitoes"- 
on  the  rocky  shores  of  some  lonely  river  in  far  off 
Newfoundland.  E.  J.  Macoregor. 

[Mr.  Macgregor  sends  me  a  photo  of  a  Loch 
Leyen  trout  caught  near  St.  John's,  Newfoundland, 
weight  5|lb.,  length  twenty-eight  inches— not  a 
beauty  to  look  at  by  any  means.— R.  B.  M.] 


"  PLENTY  OF  SNOW  IN  NOKWAY." 

F.  Beyer's  Toueist-Bureau. 

Bergen,  March  21,  1903. 
To  R.   B.  Marston,   Esq.,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,    St.    Dunstan's    House,  Fetter-lane, 
London. 

Dear  Sir, — Through  my  correspondence  with 
Norway-going  anglers  I  have  learned  that  it  is 
a,  general  behef  in  your  country  that  we  are  having 
httle  snow  in  the  mountains. 

As  this  is  contrary  to  the  fact,  I  beg  you  kindly 
to  state  in  a  note  in  your  valuable  paper  what 
the  Sub-Inspector  of  Fisheries,  Captain  Johan 
Simonnds,  says  in  enclosed  letter  to  our  offices. 
feeUng  sure  that  the  contents  will  interest  your 
readers. — Yours  truly, 

F.  Beyer's  Tourist- Bureau, 
Pro.  F.  Ronald  Beyer. 


F.  Beyer's  Tourist  Office. 
Gentlemen. — In  reply  to  your  inquiries  as  to  the 
prospects  of  the  coming  salmon  fishing  season,  I 
beg  to  say  that  they  are  certainly  good.  On  my 
various  journeys  I 'have  learned  that  we  have 
qdentij  of  snow  both  in  the  Namsen,  Stjordal,  Gula, 
Orkla,  Sundal,  Surendal,  Romsdal,  Nordfjord,  Voss, 
and  Sogn  districts,  and  as  you  know  the  weather 
has  been  wet  and  stormy  all  along  the  coast  for  the 
last  two  months,  so  that  all  the  snow  that  has  come 
down  on  the  mountains,  while  we  have  been  having 
rain  and  sleet  down  in  the  valleys,  should  be  well 
packed.  There  is,  therefore,  no"  doubt  that  as  to 
water  in  the  rivers  the  anglers  need  not  fear  this 
year,  and  with  well-watered  rivers  generally  comes 
a  good  fishing  season. 

As  to  whether  the  season  will  be  an  early  or 
a  late  one  it  is  difficult  to  say  yet.  Personally,  I 
think  that  after  all  this  stormy  and  snowy  weather 
we  are  Ukely  to  have  a  clear-skied  April,  and  if  so. 
it  will  be  so  much  the  better,  as  then  the  snow  that 
has  come  down  since  New  Year  will  be  well  frozen. 
The  earUness  or  lateness  of  the  season  generally 
depends  on  the  weather  in  May,  and  about  this  it 
is  of  course  much  too  early  to  say  yet. — Yours 
truly,  Kaptein  Joh.  O.  Simonnds, 

Sub-Inspector  of  Fisheries  in  Norway. 


TKOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  H.  C.  Cutcliffe,  F.R.G.Si 


[Continued  from  page  153.) 

CHAPTER  IV .—continued. 

Some  use  more  than  three  flies,  and  if  the  wind 
is  not  high  you  may  put  on  as  many  as  you  can 
manage  to  throw  properly  ;  but  more  than  four 
are  sure  to  become  a  nuisance  by  entangling  the 
collar  and  hitching  in  just  everything  you  do  not 
want  them  to  do  ;  and  at  most  disagreeable  times, 
as  when  playing  a  trout  with  a  bob  fly,  your 
stretcher  catches  in  a  stake  in  the  middle  of  a 
deep  stickle  ;  or  just  when,  your  fish  being  tired, 
you  are  about  to  hft  him  over  some  little  bush, 
you  find  your  numerous  flies  each  hooked  in  the 
branches  of  a  blackthorn,  placed  as  if  on  purpose 
to  molest  you.  If,  therefore,  you  do  not  care  to  be 
constantly  trying  your  patience,  use  never  more 
than  four  flies,  and  remember  that  you  Avill  kill 
as  many  trout  with  three  as  with  four  flies. 

The  most  serviceable  kind  of  line  is  made  of 


•  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams:  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  3b.  6d.,  post  free. 
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hair  and  silk  spun  together.*    I  think  the  colour 
of  very  little  importance  ;  every  Une  before  being 
used  should  be  first  put  to  a  severe  trial,  in  all  its 
length,  by  puUing  hard  upon  different  parts  sue 
oessively  with  the  hands  ;  and  in  order  to  have  suf 
ticient  strength,  it  is  better  to  have  the  line  stouter 
in  quahty  than  such  as  are  ordinarily  recom- 
mended for  fly-fishing.     Some  lines  are  tapered 
—these  I  prefer,  because  the  bulky  part  (which 
is  seldom  required)  fills  up  the  reel  and  makes  it 
equivalent  to  a  multiplier ;    the  tapered  line  is 
more  easy  to  throw,  and  can  be  commanded  with 
the  greatest  precision  of  direction  in  casting  ;  and 
in  ease  of  a  hitch  and  a  pull  for  breakage  upon 
the  line,  we  save  the  greater  portion,  being  the 
stronger  ;   but  I  by  no  means  imply,  in  speaking 
of  preference  for  tapered  lines,  those  little  whim- 
sical things  ordinarily  kept  in  shops,  which,  for 
example,  in  a  line  of  thirty  yards,  begin  a  gradual 
tapering  from  the  first  to  the  last  inch,  the  first 
of  which  is  not  one-half  so  stout  as  it  should  be  ; 
and  from  the  length  of  its  tapering,  we  lose  its 
advantages,  because,  generally  speaking,  we  have 
not  more  than  six,  eight,  or  ten  yards  out,  and  in 
this  distance  the  tapering  is  so  gradual  and  so 
slight   as  to  be  inappreciable.     The  most  useful 
line  is  made— say,  thirty  yards — the  first  ten  not 
t:>  taper  at  all,  of  a  large  size  throughout,  nearly 
twice  as  large  as  the  stout  end  of  such  tapering 
lines  as  are  sold  in  London  shops  ;   then,  for  the 
next  ten,  or  fifteen,  a  gradual  decrease  of  size  should 
take  place,  till  at  the  last  six  yards  the  tapering 
is  sudden.    We  should  have  a"  fine  wth  all  the 
advantages  of  lightness  of  a  fine  one,  together  with 
the  strength  and  weight  of  a  stout  coarse  line — 
one  we  can  employ  with  equal  ease  in  fine  fishing 
in  quiet  water,  in  brook  fishing,   and  in  broad 
stream  fishing,  in  windy  weather. 

Of  reels,  I  prefer  a  stott  brass  one  of  large 
diameter,  but  nanow  from  side  to  side  ;  the  effect 
of  this,  of  course,  is,  by  enlarging  the  circle  on 
which  the  Une  winds,  to  proportionally  increase 
the  rapidity  of  drawing  in  the  fine  ;  the  click  is 
a  very  useful  addition  ;  the  stop  of  little  service. 
The  multiplying  reel  is  so  often  getting  out  of 
order,  that  it  is  more  plague  in  its  annoyance,  by 
getting  the  cogs  fixed,  than  profit  in  quickness 
of  getting  in  a  long  Une. 

We  must  now  say  something  about  rods— and 
this  something  I  shall  shorten  as  much  as  possible 
so  far  as  broad  stream  fishing  is  concerned.  Every 
rod-maker  imagines  his  own  rods  superior  to  any 
others,  and  each  has  some  peculiar,  fanciful  whim, 
in  which  he  believes  his  excellence  to  consist  ;  but, 
as  the  maker  and  the  user  of  the  rod  are  not  often 
the  same  individual.  I  am  afraid  rods  are  looked 
upon  too  much  as  articles  for  sale  than  for  use — are 
manufactured  often  rather  to  make  money  than 
catch  fish  ;  and  in  being  recommended  a  rod,  the 
brass  fittings,  spUcing,  spare  tops,  and  hollow  butt, 
etc.,  etc.,  are  set  forth  as  the  grand  attractions  to 
the  purchaser,  each  adornment  of  brass,  or  neatly- 
ornamented  spUcing  of  purple  silk,  adding  a  new 
feature   of   commendation,   nor   diminishing  the 
price  of  the  article,  tiU  at  last  a  very  superior 
specimen  of  ornamental  workmanship  is  produced, 
which   has   as   much   brass,    as   many  coloured 
splicings,  and  as  small  rings  as  can  deUght  the 
fanciful  requirements  of  the  mechanic  in  his  work 
shop,  or  annoy  the  fisherman  by  the  river  side.  I 
do  not  wish  to  decry  the  efforts  of  rod-makers  to 
produce  a  neat  and  well-finished  rod — far  from  it, 
by  aU  means  should  their  endeavours  to  this  end 
be  praised  ;   but  I  have  frequently  observed  that 
the  minute  detail  of  ornamental  finish  has  been 
more  attended  to  than  the  elementary  points — 
the  first,  the  selection  of  wood  for  construction  of 
the  parts,  their  proper  adjustment  and  firm  con- 
junctions— which  form  the  essentials  for  use  ;  the 
brass  fittings,  colouring,  and  varnishing  being  just 
80  much  as  is  superadded  to  please  the  eye,  and  in 
some  measure  minister  to  the  convenience  of  the 
fisherman,  though,  after  all,  to  be  regarded  as 
matters  for  secondary  consideration.     It  is  true, 
in  some  measure,  that,  inferring  from  probabiUties, 
the  man  who  could  neatly  execute  these  details  of 
workmanship,  and  would  take  pains  elegantly  to 
finish  off  all  the  adjustments  of  fittings,  etc.,  would 
carefully  endeavour  to  form  a  good  basis  for  dis- 
playing his  workmanship,  would,  in  truth,  endea- 
vour to  make  his  bare  woodwork  perfect  as  far  as 
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he  could,  before  commencing  the  ornamental  super- 
structure with  his  varnish  and  brass  ;  this  may 
make  us  incline  favourably  towards  a  well-finished 
rod.  but  we  must  not  forget  that  the  maker  of  the 
rod  may,  after  all,  have  a  very  erroneous  idea  of 
what  a  rod  should  be.  We  would  yield  to  his  know- 
ledge and  superior  judgment  of  an  ordinary  piece 
of  furniture,  the  construction  of  a  cabinet,  or  the 
choice  of  his  various  tools,  but  we  must  reserve 
our  own  opinion  of  his  rod  when  completed  ;  and 
acknowledging  its  elegance  and  general  aspect, 
criticise  carefully  the  article  before  us.  as  to  its 
capabiUty  of  fulfilling  the  duties  which  will  be 
required  of  it,  and  its  adaptation  to  the  end  for 
which  it  is  by  us  intended. 

Great  variety  may  be  found  in  rods,  and  dif- 
ferent men  in  different  parts  extol  diffeient  kinds 
of  rods.  We  are  considering  fly-fishing  in  the 
early  months  on  rapid  streams,  such  as  are  found 
in  the  North  of  Devon  ;  and  for  these  rivers  and  ! 
their  Hke,  we  must  have  a  rod  of  great  power  in  [ 
itself,  of  much  strength,  considerable  stiffness, 
combined  with  appropriate  weight  and  lightness  ; 
and  as  all  do  not  care  to  possess  a  large  assort- 
ment of  rods,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  an  idea  of 
a  rod  which  may  be  used  in  the  early  months,  to 
the  broad  and  narrow  rivers,  in  windy  and  calm 
weather,  in  stiU  and  rapid  water  ;   one  that  will 


Pontoon  Br  dge— I  beUevo  it  gets  its  name  from  a 
pontoon  bridge  which  existed  before  the  Btone  one 
was  made.  Mr.  Cummins'  list  includes  flies  for 
salmon,  sea-trout,  and  brown  trout,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  old  favourites,  Jock 
Scott,  Blue  Doctor,  Silver  Doctor,  Butcher,  and 
Durham  Ranger,  are  as  popular  as  the  Irish  patterns, 
Fiery  Brown,  Orange  Grouse,  Thunder  and  Light- 
ning, etc.  Of  course,  Mr.  Cummins  supplies  also 
suitable  rods,  baits,  and  other  tackle  as  well  as 
flies  for  Ireland,  and  I  have  no  doubt  this  list 
will  be  found  most  useful  by  anglers  thinking  of 
visiting  Ireland.  R.  B.  M. 


FKESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev,  Geegoby  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C. 

{Continued  from  page  153.) 
CHAPTER  continued: 
The  "  Water-wolf,"  as  this  fish  is  well  called,  is 
really  very  handsome.  It  has  a  long  and  rather 
compressed  body,  uniform  in  depth  from  ju.-,t  behind 
the  eyes  to  the  commencement  of  the  dorsal  fin, 
when  it  suddenly  becomes  much  narrower.  The 
scales  are  small,  and  the  lateral  Une  is  not  very  dis- 
tinct.   The  doi'sal  fin  is  placed  very  far  back,  and 
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BETWEEN  Lough  Conn  and  Lough  Cullen,  Co.  Mayo. 
(Lough  Cullen  side.) 


be  generally  applicable  to  all  kinds  of  fishing, 
excepting  bright  water  fishing  in  small  streams, 
and  the  very  broad  streams,  as  the  Taw,  where 
greater  length  is  more  advantageous ;  though  even 
on  those  broad  streams  such  a  rod  as  I  am  about 
to  describe  wiU  be  found  verj'  useful,  and  the  same 
principles  extended  to  one  of  greater  length  will 
constitute  a  rod  to  command  almost  any  breadth 
of  water. 

(To  he  continued.) 


lEISH  FISHINGS  AND 
lEISH  FLIES. 


•  Silk  and  hair  lines  are  very  rarely  used  now, 
they  were  supplanted  by  the  plaited,  dressed  silk 
line. — Ed, 


Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  fishing  tackle  maker.  Bishop 
Auckland,  sends  a  very  attractively  got  up  little 
Ust  of  some  Irish  fishings  and  Irish  flies,  with 
a  few  illustrations  including  Irish  lake  scenery. 
As  it  will  be  known  to  many  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
readers,  I  asked  Mr.  Cummins  for  the  loan  of  the 
view  of  Pontoon  Bridge,  and  he  kindly  sent  it  and 
said  :  "  It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  the  view 
was  sent  to  me  by  my  greatly  esteemed  client  the 
late  Mr.  E.  L.  Layard,  of  Budleigh  Salterton  ;  it 
was  taken  by  his  son."  The  water  on  the  right  of  the 
picture  is  a  deep,  still  pike  haunt;  the  salmon  cast  is 
over  towards  the  opposite  side.  With  the  late  Frank 
Hearns  I  fished  this  cast  from  a  boat  for  hours  in 
vain,  but  many  and  many  a  good  salmon  has  risen 
at  Thunder  and  Lightning  near  the  famous  old 


just  over  the  anal  fin.  The  caudal  fin  is  broad. 
I  strong,  and  rather  deeply  forked  ;  the  pectoral  and 
the  ventral  fins  are  small.  The  head  is  broad,  long, 
and  depressed.  The  jaws  are  capable  of  great  dis- 
tension, the  upper  one  being  "  duck-billed,"  and 
the  lower  projecting.  The  mouth  contains  nume- 
rous strong  and  very  sharp  teeth,  all  pointing  back- 
wards The  colour  of  the  head  and  back  is  oUve- 
bro^\n.  The  sides  are  fighter  in  shade,  and  are 
beautifully  mottled  with  green  and  yellow.  The 
under  part  of  the  body  is  silvery- white. "  The  dorsal, 
caudal,  and  anal  fins  are  dark  browTi,  the  pectoral 
and  ventral  fins  being  of  a  Ughter  brown.  The 
former  three  fins  are  blotched  and  spotted  -nith  dark 
green.  Trout  and  Pike  are  subject  to  a  parasite 
(Arguhis  foliaceus). 

There  are  few  fish,  with  the  exception,  perhaps, 
of  the  lampern,  which  will  give  less  trouble  in  an 
aquarium  than  the  Sharp-nosed  or  Common  Eel 
(Anguilla  vulgaris)  (Fig.  106).  Its  movements  when 
swimming  are  exceedingly  graceful,  and  its  wants 
are  few  and  suppUed  without  difficulty.  The  only 
diawback  to  its  presence  in  an  ordinaiily  arranged 
tank  are  its  readiness  to  devour,  if  it  be  of  any  size, 
very  small  fish,  and  a  disposition  to  disarrange  a 
little  of  the  sand  and  gravel  at  the  bottom  of  the 
water. 

♦  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  UDCOtt 
Gill.  ^ 
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The  Eel  should  be  procured  when  very  small — 
about  Sin.  long  is  a  suitable  size  for  an  aquarium. 
EeLs  of  so  short  a  length,  however,  are  not  often 
taken  with  a  hook,  and,  besides,  an  Eel  caught  in 
this  way  is  hkely  to  be  more  or  less  injured.  I  have 
often  caught  Elvers  (as  young  Eels  are  called)  by 
j)assing,  during  autumn,  a  hand-net  along  the  weedy 
edges  of  slowly-running  streams.  Not  seldom  at 
the  same  haul  have  I  secured  along  witli  Elvers  fry 
of  perch  and  roach. 

In  the  autumn  adult  Eels  migrate  towards  the 
mouths  of  those  rivers  in  which  they  live.  During 
this  migration  they  are  supposed  to  spawn  :  very 
little,  however,  is  known  of  their  spawning.  Not 


Fig. 


Sharp-nosed  Eel 
vulgaeis). 


Anguilla 


only  do  Eels  migrate  towards  the  mouths  of 
rivers,  but  also  from  one  piece  of  water  to  another. 
They  are  able  to  take  these  overland  journeys  by 
reason  of  their  well-known  power  of  hving,  without 
ill-effect  to  themselves,  for  a  long  time  out  of  water, 
''and  because,  owing  to  their  snake-like  form,  they 
can  travel  at  a  considerable  pace  along  dew-covered 
grass.  Some  time  ago  I  saw  an  Eel,  about  18in. 
long,  which  had  been  dug  up  by  a  man  who  was 
making  a  surface-drain  across  a  field.  It  was  not 
found  in  water,  but  in  moist  clay.  It  was  very 
lively.  The  nearest  stream  was  about  50yds.  away 
from  the  spot  where  it  was  discovered. 

Eels  are  very  fond  of  burying  all  their  bodies, 
with  the  exception  of  their  heads,  in  the  soft  mud 
at  the  bottom  of  the  water.  They  have  been  known 
to  live  twenty  or  thirty  years  in  an  aquarium,  and 
they  soon  become  tame  enough  to  take  food  from 
the  fingers.  During  winter,  especially  if  their  tank 
is  in  a  cold  room,  they 
are  very  likely  to  pass  a 
great  portion  of  their  time 
in  a  state  of  torpidity — at 
any  rate,  the  will  take 
hardly   any   food ;  but 

when  the  weather  becomes  warm  they  will  make 
up  for  lost  time  by  becoming  rather  greedy,  readily 
devouring  worms,  and  if  the  Eels  are  of  any  size, 
small  minnows,  roach,  and  the  Uke.  If  well  fed 
they  grow  quickly. 

An  Eel  is  exceedingly  interesting  in  many  ways. 
For  instance,  there  is  the  remarkable  contrivance 
by  which  it  is  enabled  to  keep  its  gills  moist  during 
the  time  it  is  out  of  water.  Each  gill  is  enclosed  in 
a  kind  of  pouch  or  bag,  and  within  these  bags  or 
pouches  the  fish  can  retain  water  for  the  purpose  of 
moistening  its  gills  during  its  overland  journeyings. 
Then,  again,  as  the  fish  often  lives  under  stones,  mud, 
and  sand,  its  eyes  must  be  protected  in  some  way,  so 
it  is  provided  with  an  arrangement  which  may  be 
likened  to  a  pair  of  spectacles  ;  and  again,  some 
people  are  said  to  carry  their  hearts  in  their  pockets, 
but  an  Eel  carries  one  in  its  tail,  called  a  lymphatic 
heart,  the  pulsation  of  which  may  be  seen  under  a 
microscope.  Eels  can  be  killed  by  striking  them 
upon  their  tails.  As  they  are  able  to  ascend  per- 
pendicular surfaces,  the  aquarium  in  which  they 
are  confined  should  be  securely  covered. 

The  Eel  in  shape  is  very  like  a  snake.  The  scales 
are  small  and  embedded  in  the  skin.    It  has  no 


The  Broad-nosed  Eel  {Anguilla  latirostris)  (Fig. 
107)  is  almost  as  common  as  his  Sharp-nosed  rela- 
tive. It  is  distinguished  from  the  latter  by  its 
broad  head,  blunt  nose,  thick  skin,  and  its  propor- 
tionately thicker  and  slimier  body. 

The  Snig  Eel  (Anguilla  mediorostris)  (Fig.  108)  is 
said  to  be  common  in  Hampshire.  Its  nose  is 
neither  blunt  nor  sharp.  It  does  not  grow  so  heavy 
as  the  common  Eel.jbut  it  is  described  as  being  very 
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Broad-nosed  Eel  (Angxjilla 
latirostris). 


ventral  fins,  but  it  possesses  pectorals.  The  dorsal, 
caudal,  and  anal  fins  are  joined  together,  the  dorsal 
one  commencing  some  distance  behind  the  pectorals. 
The  eyes  are  beautiful.  The  body  is  very  slimy, 
and  beneath  varies  in  colour  from  silvery-white  to 
go  Iden. 


Fig.  108.  Snig  Eel  (Anguilla  mediorostris). 

delicious  eating.  UnUke  its  relatives,  it  feeds  during 
the  day.  All  Eels,  however,  are  occasionally  day 
feeders,  but  the  Snig  Eel  is  especially  so.  The  three 
different  species  of  Eel  should  be  treated  ahke  in 
the  aquarium. 

-  The  Lam  pern,  or  River  Lamprey  (Petromyzon 
fluviatilis)  (Fig.  109),  is  a  curious  little  fish,  though 
by  no  means  beautiful,  and  has  much  attraction  for 
the  aquarium-keeper,  for  it  has  a  very  remarkable 
structure,  it  gives  no  trouble,  and  is  very  graceful 
while  in  motion.  The  Lampern  is  found  in  many 
of  the  rivers  and  streams  of  England,  especially  in 
the  Severn,  Trent,  and  Thames.  When  the  water 
is  quite  clear  these  fish  can  often  be  seen  clinging'in 
masses  with  their  leech-Hke  mouths  to  stones,  while 
the  rest  of  their  bodies  waves  up  and  down  with  the 
current.  The  Lamprey  is  shaped  somewhat  similar 
to  an  eel,  being  round  for  about  two-thirds  the 
length  of  its  body,  when  it  gradually  flattens  to- 
wards the  tail. 

The  mouth  of  this  fish  is  very  curious,  and  some- 
thing like  that  of  a  leech.  When  open  it  has  been 
well  described  as  "  circular  and  terminal,  so  that 
the  fish  appears  as  if  the  head  had  been  cut  off." 
The  hps  are  fleshy.    This  mouth,  and  these  lips,  and 


Fig.  109.  Lampern,  or  River  Lamprey  (Petromyzon  fldviatilis). 


a  piston-like  tongue,  form  a  kind  of  powerful  sucker' 
by  which  the  fish  is  able  to  cling  firmly  to  stones, 
rocks,  and  the  h'ke.  On  each  side  of  the  head  there 
are  seven  openings  in  a  horizontal  line  which  lead 
to  an  equal  number  of  bronchial  cells  or  gills.  When 
the  fish  is  not  clinging  to  anything  with  its  mouth, 
water  passes  through  the  mouth  to  the  gills  ;  but 
when  the  Lampern  is  adhering  to  a  stone,  the  water 
being  unable  to  enter  by  the  mouth,  passes  to  the 
gills  through  these  openings  in  each  side  of  the 
head.  There  is  a  small  aperture  or  hole  in  the 
middle  of  the  back  of  the  head  just  in  front  of  the 
eyes  :  this  is  a  nostril,  and  water  does  not  pass 
through  it  (as  some  writers  say)  to  the  gills  when 
the  mouth  is  fixed  to  any  foreign  body.  Such  a 
passage  of  water  is  impossible,  as  there  is  no  direct 
communication  between  the  nostril  and  the  gills. 
The  mouth  is  well  provided  with  teeth.  There  are 
neither  pectoral  nor  ventral  fins  :  there  are  caudal 
and  dorsal  fins  of  a  certain  kind,  but  as  they  have 
no  rays  proper  they  can  hardly  be  called  true  fins. 
The  Lampern  swims  with  a  lateral  undulatory 
motion.  Where  the  streams  are  very  rapid  it  fre- 
quently rests  by  anchoring  itself  with  its  mouth  to  a 
stone.  When  wishing  to  spawn,  this  fish  scoops  out 
a  shallow  hole  at  the  bottom  of  the  water,  about 
15in.  or  16in.  in  diameter,  for  the  reception  of  its 
eggs.  The  Lamprey  removes  the  stones  by  fixing 
itself  to  them  by  the  help  of  its  suctorial  mouth, 
and  then  swimming  backwards  down  the  stream 
drops  them  at  some  distance  from  the  spot  that  has 
been  chosen  for  the  ova. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Lampern  feeds  not  only 
upon  dead  fish,  but  also  upon  living  ones  :  the 
latter,  it  is  recorded,  have  frequently  been  caught 
showing  the  marking  of  the  rasping  of  the  Lampern' s 
teeth.  However,  none  of  the  Lampreys  which  I 
have  from  time  to  time  kept  in  aquaria  have 
attacked  any  of  the  fish  which  were  confined  with 
them — at  least,  so  far  as  I  know.  Indeed,  I  have 
found  that  "  Seven  Eyes,"  as  he  is  sometimes  called, 
is  very  peaceful,  spending  most  of  his  time  under 
the  sand  and  gravel.  He  generally  chooses  the 
same  spot  as  his  lair,  and  when  he  is  wanted  he  can 
be  roused  by  a  gentle  probing  with  a  stick.  He 
often  attaches  his  suctorial  mouth  to  the  glass  sides 


of  the  aquarium,  thus  forming  a  very  interesting 
object.  As  he  can  easily  climb  by  the  help  of  his 
mouth,  the  tank  in  which  he  is  confined  must  be 
covered.  The  natural  food  of  the  Lampern  is  said 
to  be  aquatic  insects,  worms,  and  dead  and  five  fish. 

The  fresh-water  Lamprey  is  from  6in.  to  lOin.  in 
length,  and  is  of  a  dark  olive-brown  on  the  upper 
part  of  its  body,  and  silvery  beneath.  This  fish  can 
be  caught  in  a  hand-net  when  seen  in  masses,  as 
already  described,  or  when  making  its  way  alone 
up  the  stream.  I  have  also  taken  it  in  passing  the 
hand-net  along  the  overhanging  sides  of  the  stream 
or  river. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FISH  CULTUEE  IN  AUSTEA.LIA. 


BALLARAT  FISH  ACCLIMATISATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  members  of  the  above- 
named  society  was  held  on  Dec.  16,  1902,  at  the 
City  Hall.    Mr.  H.  F.  Elliott  presided. 

Annual  Report. — The  annual  report  was  read  as 
follows  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  C.  Taylor: — "Your 
committee  has  pleasure  in  presenting  the  thirty- 
second  annual  report  for  the  j^ear  ending  Oct.  31, 
and  take  the  opportunity  of  congratulating  members 
on  a  fairly  successful  season.  The  receipts  from  all 
sources  amount  to  £197  8s.,  and  the  expenditure  to 
£188  Os.  Id.,  showing  a  credit  balance  of  £90  17s.  7d. 
The  liabilities,  including  the  sum  of  £50  due  to  the 
Otago  society  for  ova,  do  not  exceed  £60,  so  there 
will  be  a  balance  of  about  £30  with  which  to  com- 
mence next  season's  operations.  The  number  of 
fry  distributed  total  19,100,  consisting  of  6200 
brown,  1200  Loch  Leven,  and  11,700  rainbow,  and 
the  number  of  yearlings,  4482  —  namely,  1138 
brown  512  Loch  Leven,  and  2832  rainbow;  and 
there  was  turned  into  Lake  Wendouree,  1200  rain- 
bow and  500  Loch  Leven.  Thirty-six  carp,  seven- 
teen tench,  and  eighty  perch  were  also  distributed. 
It  is  gratifying  to  hear  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
fry  and  yearlings  arrived  at  their  destinations 
and  turned  out  without  any  loss.  Only  in  a  few 
;  cases  did  a  trifling  loss  occur.  Two  new  ponds 
have  been  built  this  season,  and  others  are  much 
required,  so  that  the  different  varieties  of  trout 
could  be  graded.  It  is  to  be  hoped  your  flnances 
will  permit  of  two  additicnal  ones  being  built  this 
coming  season.  Netting  for  spawners  commenced 
on  June  3,  and  to  May  30  Mr.  Smith  netted  eighty- 
six  males  and  sixty-six  females.  Brown  trout. — 
The  first  was  stripped  on  June  19  and  the  last  on 
July  30.  The  first  rainbow  was  stripped  on  June  7, 
and  the  last  on  Aug.  15.  In  the  stock  ponds  there 
are  fifty-one  rainbow  and  fifty-four  brown  of  three 
years  old,  and  150  of  brown.  Loch  Leven,  and 
rainbow  of  eighteen  months  old.  Notwithstanding 
the  heavy  loss  among  the  fry  during  the  alevin 
stage,  owing  to  the  water  service  to  the  hatchery, 
all  the  rearing  ponds  are  well  stocked  with  fry,  and 
with  favourable  conditions  in  the  future  there 
should  be  ample  for  all  applicants  and  a  large 
number  available  for  Lake  Wendouree.  A  matter 
that  demands  attention  is  the  erection  of  a  new 
hatchery  at  the  ponds.  A  regular  and  better 
supply  of  water  from  the  lake  can  then  be  obtained 
for  the  trays,  and  the  ova  and  fry  would  not  be 
subject  to  the  loss  that  occurs  in  the  present 
building  through  the  water  service.  A  special 
effort  should  be  made  to  have  the  building  erected 
for  next  hatching  season.  Your  committee  desires 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  arduous  and  trying 
time  Mr.  Smith  has  had  with  the  ova  and  fry  this 
season,  and  that  it  is  to  his  efforts  and  care  and 
attention  under  great  difficulties  in  connection  with 
the  water  that  such  a  large  number  of  fry  has  been 
saved.  The  thanks  of  the  society  are  due  to  Messrs. 
R.  Taylor  and  W.  J.  Luke  for  their  valuable  assist- 
ance on  many  occasions.  Your  committee  trust 
the  in-coming  year  will  be  one  of  further  progress, 
and  that  anglers  will  become  members,  and  so 
support  the  society  in  making  Lake  Wendouree  one 
of  the  best  fisheries  in  the  State,'- 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  secretary  verbally  reported  that  over  20,000 
fry  and  about  5000  yearling  trout  had  been  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  State.  It  was  reported 
that  a  present  of  5000  brown  trout  had  been 
received  from  Ercildoune.  These  fish  are  to  be 
preserved  and  placed  in  the  lake. 

Elections.— President,  Mayor  Shoppee  ;  vice- 
presidents,  Messrs,  W,  H.  Elliott,  A,  F,  Allchin ; 
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Telegraph:  "ALLCOCK.  REDDITCH 
Telephone :  No.  2,  REDDITCH. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Tackle,  Hooks,  &c.,  in  the  World. 

GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  NINETEEN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 

Awarded  the  ''GRAND  PRIX,''  Paris  Exhibition,  1900~highest  possible  award. 


'  6058. 

5059. 

5102. 

5104. 
6105. 
5685. 
5100. 

5101. 

5815. 


NOVELTIES  FOR  1903. 


The  "  Allcock  Aerial"  Split  Cane  Trout  Rod.    Strong  and  very 

light;  10  ft.,  weight,  5  oz. 
Grenfell  Baker's  Split  Cane  Fly  Rod,  stained  green,  suction 

joints,  "  Norab  "  patent  winch  fittings. 
Best  Wood  Reel,  star  back,  optional  check,  flange  lined  with 

brass,  and  brass  rim  to  drum  to  prevent  warping. 
Wood  Reels  for  Sea  Fishing,  solid  brass  back,  optional  check. 
Cowburn's  Patent  Automatic  Reel. 
Cowburu's  Patent  Caster. 

Improved  Aluminium  "Aerial"  Reel,  4  in.  and  4J  in.,  with  or 
without  Line  Guard.    Very  light  and  strong. 

Improved  Aluminium  "  Aerial "  Reel,  4  in.  With  line  guard 
and  deep  flange  to  hold  more  line.  [link. 

The  "Parson"  Fork  Landing  Ring,  split  screw,  with  improved 


TRADE  MARK. 


5814. 

5309. 

5678. 

5679. 

5680. 

5810. 

5811. 

5669. 

5666J. 

5667. 

5917. 

5922. 

6677. 

5363. 


Paley's  Patent  Reversible  Landing  Rings. 

Maxwell  Boyle's  Feather  Bait  for  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout. 

Aluminium  Gut  Cast  Box. 

The  "  Baden-Powell  "  Fly  and  Tackle  Box. 

The  "  Baden- Powell  "  Outfit  for  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 

The  Hollow  Tube  Steel  Landing  Ring,  4  joints,  folding. 

Baron  Tcherkassov's  Patent  "  Norab  "  Landing  Ring. 

The  Patent  "Norab  "  Winch  Fitting. 

The  Patent  "Norab  "  Fly  Hand  Vice. 

The  Patent  "  Norab  "  Table  Fly  Vice. 

The  Patent  "Norab"  Double  Safety  Pin  Hooks. 

AUcock's  Patent  interchangeable  Treble  Hooks. 

Allcock's  Patent  Pike  Gag,  nickelled. 

AUcock's  Patent  A  1  Spinner. 


ALUMINIUM  GUT  CAST 
BOX. 


PATENT   PIKE  GAG. 


Patent  INTERCHANGE- 
ABLE TREBLE  HOOK. 


COWBURN'S  PATENT 
AUTOMATIC  REEL. 


PATENT  "NORAB"  LANDING 
RING. 


THE  "PARSON"  FORK  RING. 

With  Improved  Link. 


WOOD  REEL. 

Star  back,  optional  check,  flange 
lined  with  brass,  and  brass  rim 
to  drum  to  prevent  warping. 


BOYLE'S   FEATHER   BAIT,  5309.  (PATENT.) 


ALUMINIUM  "AERIAL"  REEL. 

With  Line  Guaid. 


For  Salmon,  Grilse,  Trout,  and  Grayling,  the  "  HERCULES  "  GUT  CASTS 

-  Are  the  strong'est  and  best.     They  will  last  at  least  three  times  longer  than  any  other. 
CAUTION.— A/one  are  genuine  unless  labelled  '^Hercules  "  and  our  Trade  Mark  on  Label.       To  be  had  of  all  Tackle  Makers, 
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committee,  Messrs.  T.  Mitchell,  T.  C.  Miller,  R. 
Taylor,  W.  J.  Luke,  R.  Steele,  A.  B.  Berry,  T.  H. 
Shattock,  Bert  Ottaway,  G.  Grace;  treasurer.  Mr. 
V.  J.  Duthie;  auditor,  Mr.  A.  T.  Morrison. 

The  ordinary  meeting  was  then  held.  Some 
interesting  correspondence  was  read  from  Enghsh 
societies  relative  to  the  breeding  ponds  and  the 
manner  in  which  breeding  was  carried  on. 

A  lot  of  routine  business  was  also  transacted. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Genebai,  Rbmabks.  —  There  is  at 
present  a  good  head  of  water  in  the  river  which 
augurs  well  for  the  trouting  season,  which  com- 
mences on  Wednesday  next.  The  water  is  not  par- 
ticularly clear,  so  that  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
best  sport  will  be  obtained  at  the  weir  on  the  open- 
ing day.  The  warm  weather  has  been  beneficial, 
but  only  a  few  fish  have  been  seen  on  the  move  up 
to  the  present,  and  it  is  expected  that  not  more 
than  half  a  dozen  fish  will  be  caught  on  the  whole 
stretch  from  Molesey  to  Pangbourne  on  Wednesday. 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  on  Monday  it  was  announced  that  there  was 
a  tie  for  the  challenge  cup  between  Mr.  Emms  and 
Mr.  Lukyn.  They  were  awarded  a  gold  medal  each. 
Amongst  the  newly-elected  officers  were  Mr.  Rogers 
as  hon.  sec.  in  the  place  of  Mr.  F.  Littlewood,  who 
was  elected  a  vice-president,  as  was  your  corre- 
spondent.— F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Coruisli  Streams. — The  rivers  are  all  too  high 
for  trout  fishing,  although  the  weather  has  not  been 
against  sport.  Very  few  fishers  have  been  out 
except  in  the  small  secluded  streams.  One  or  two 
baskets  have  been  got  in  the  tributaries  of  the 
Camel,  but  principally  with  worm,  a  method  of 
early  fishing  that  is  not  by  any  means  to  be  com- 
mended. The  Tamar  is  high,  the  Inney  is  actually 
a  torrent,  and  the  Camel  too  big  for  any  fishing  at 
all.  Mr.  Fedden  had  a  couple  of  days  at  St.  Breward 
VI  ith  fair  results. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— A  f  iir  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out.  but  catches  have  not  been 
large  this  week,  principally  owing  to  the  big  water, 
which  still  impedes  successful  fishing.  Mr.  Dawson, 
of  Ipplepen,  has  been  out  at  Staverton  and  secured 
fair  catches.  Practically  aU  the  kelts  are  out  of 
the  river,  although  one  rose  to  a  fisherman  at 
Princetown  on  Friday  (March  20),  but  at  present 
no  clean  run  fish  have  been  seen  on  the  moor.  On 
Tnursday  (March  19)  Mr.  Revell  creeled  eight  fish 
in  beautiful  condition,  and  Messrs.  E.  Distin, 
Thomas,  and  W.  Soper  have  each  had  fair  baskets! 
Flies  are  Olive  Dun,  Edmond  Palmer,  and  Blue 
Upright. — Devonian. 

Dee  (Cor-wen).— Owing  to  the  frequent  floods 
during  this  month  very  little  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  the  Corwen  Association's  length,  as 
minnows  and  worms  are  not  allowed  until  April  1. 
A  few  nice  trout  were  taken  during  the  early  part 
of  the  month  with  the  March  Brown  and  Blue  Dun. 
Several  good  baskets  have  been  taken  with  the 
worm  on  the  lower  water,  the  best  being  one  of 
'J  Jib.  taken  by  a  gentleman  staying  at  Carrog.  The 
trout  are  not  in  very  good  condition  yet  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  flies,  but  the  March  Browns  and  Blue 
Duns  are  commencing  to  hatch  out  freely,  and 
given  decent  weather  good  sport  may  be 'looked 
forward  to  as  the  fish  appear  to  be  fairly  plentiful. 

Devonshire  Streams.— On'y  small  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  secured  during  the  week  owing  to 
the  unsettled  and  stormy  weather.  Very  little  has 
been  done  on  the  Upper  Exe,  either  on  the  Culme 
or  Creedy.  The  Carey,  too,  has  suffered  from  the 
flood,  but  the  water  has  fined  down  a  trifle.  Large 
baskets  have  not  been  obtained,  but  it  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  the  fish  creeled  have  been  in  fairly 
good  condition.  On  the  moorland  streams  there 
has  been  a  lot  of  water,  but  baskets  of  two  dozen 
and  more  have  been  had.  On  the  Otter  a  few  nice 
trout  have  been  landed. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Chiefly  in  consequence  of  the 
prevalence  of  adverse  winds,  but  moderate  sport  has 
been  obtained  on  this  river  during  the  past  week. 
The  water  has  remained  in  fair  condition  however! 
and  there  is  a  prospect  of  sport  with  the  advent  of 
less  boisterous  weather.  The  only  takes  which  are 
to  hand  are:— Mr.  E.  Calvert,  five  brace,  and  Mr.  G. 
Oldham,  two-and-a-half  brace.— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dulverton).— The  rivers  have 
now  run  down  to  good  fishing  height  and  colour, 
so  that  prospects  are  good.    Trout  are  in  very  fair 

condition,  and  good  btiskets  are  now  being  made.  

C,  W.  Nbldey, 


Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Salmon  have  been 
taken  with  the  Devon  Minnow  between  Brampford 
Speke  and  Exeter,  and  are  in  the  best  of  condition. 
In  one  day  Mr.  Mayrick  Wyatt-Edgell  caught  five; 
during  the  week  Mr.  Nelson  several.  Captain  Cook, 
Major  Piggott,  Mr.  Connett,  Mr.  Baker,  and  others 
were  also  successful.  Trout  have  also  been  plentiful 
and  have  afi^orded  good  sport,  and  are  captured 
with  Pheasant  Tail,  Middle  Blue,  Uprights,  and 
Hare's  Flax,  Messrs.  Snell,  French,  Ford,  Kelley, 
and  others  being  especially  fortunate,  the  latter 
having  three  fish,  Iflb..  IJlb.,  and  1  Jib.  respectively. 
The  policy  of  makinc  the  trout  fishing  a  month  or 
so  later  was  wise  and  satisfactory,  and  the  results 
are  better  conditioned  fish,  both  as  regards  size  and 
qviality.  If  the  fine  weather  we  have  at  the  time  of 
writing  only  continues,  the  prospects  for  fishing  for 
both  salmon  and  trout  anglers  are  satisfactory. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Sontli  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
The  great  majority  of  those  who  make  the  Fen 
waters  their  places  of  sport  in  the  angling  line  are 
resting  on  their  oars.  Visitors  are  not  coming  down 
to  the  district  in  their  usual  force,  and  those  who 
while  away  their  time  in  doing  a  bit  of  trout  fishing 
appear  to  be  in  straits  as  to  whether  they  should 
seek  them  on  the  Glen,  on  the  Nene.  or  the  Welland, 
or  other  streams  coming  down  from  the  Rutland- 
shire side.  There  are  many  trout  in  these  streams 
and  their  tributaries,  especially  about  Burghley, 
and  as  soon  as  the  weather  gets  sufficiently  attrac- 
tive many  will  be  found  on  the  banks  angling  for 
trout.  As  yet  we  have  no  reports  of  their  doings, 
but  after  this  week  most  clubs  have  their  opening 
days. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Sport  ha^  shown  no  sign 
of  improvement  since  I  last  wrote,  the  boisterous 
weather  being  all  against  roach-fishing.  A  few  nice 
fish  have,  however,  been  taken  at  Rye  House  and 
Broxbourne,  Mr.  Courtnell  landing  a  lib.  7oz.  roach 
at  the  first-named  resort  early  in  the  week.  The 
army  of  anglers  out  in  the  A.B.S.  competition — 
they  numbered  over  800 — had  a  wretched  day's 
sport.  A  gale  prevailed,  and  few  prizes  were  won. 
The  competition  will  be  continued  on  March  29, 
and  two  days  afterwards — namely,  March  31 — the 
coarse-fishing  season  on  the  Lea  closes  as  far  as  the 
public  reaches  are  concerned.  Trout-fishing  begins 
late  on  this  river — on  May  1.  Given  the  right  kind 
of  weather  and  some  water  in  the  river  I  antici^..ate 
good  trout  being  caught. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  streams  continue  to  run  coloured  and  high, 
and  not  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has 
been  so  changeable,  with  fine  days  and  heavy  rain 
at  nights,  that  the  water  has  not  had  a  chance  to 
clear  and  get  into  anything  like  fishing  order.  The 
fish  are  on  the  feed  and  a  good  few  flies  are  on.  The 
March  Brown  came  on  at  the  end  of  last  week  and 
the  trout  have  been  rising  at  them.  A  few  rods 
have  been  out  and  have  used  bottom  baits,  and  a 
few  nice  trout  landed.  Fine  weather  is  wanted 
before  sport  with  fly  will  be  any  good,  then  good 
fish  will  be  landed.  The  Pinsley  is  stained. — 
Gwynne. 

IiVLgg,  Arrow,  and    Pinsley  (Kiugsland).— 

Angling  prospects  have  not  mended  in  any  way 
since  last  week's  report.  Waters  are  still  very  high 
and  discoloured,  and  under  the  most  favourable 
conditions  would  not  be  fishable  before  the  middle 
of  the  coming  week.  But  the  outlook  at  the  time 
of  writing  is  decidedly  disappointing.  Rain  is  now 
falling — as  it  did  throughout  last  night  (Tuesday, 
March  24) — the  wind  south,  and  the  glass  very  low 
and  still  sinking.  Till  we  have  had  some  days  of 
settled  fine  weather,  fishing  is  out  of  the  question. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  past  week 
has  upon  the  whole  been  a  good  cne  for  anglers, 
though  heavy  water  and  cold,  strong  winds  have 
always  been  present.  Good  accounts  of  the  fishing 
come  from  all  the  important  parts  of  the  stream. 
A  rod,  fishing  below  Ottery  one  day  last  week,  is 
said  to  have  creeled  fourteen  brace  of  trout,  with 
some  big  ones  among  them.  On  March  19  and  20 
your  reporter  got  twelve  and  twenty-one  pretty 
fish  in  good  condition  for  the  time  of  year.  Amongst 
a  basket  of  fish  taken  on  March  19  on  the  Rolle 
water  was  one  sea-trout,  weighing  IJIb. — Heron. 

Plymoutli. — The  water  has  been  running  off  a 
good  deal,  and  the  rivers  are  more  fishable.  I  have 
heard  of  some  nice  fish  taken  in  the  Tavy  by  Mr. 
Winsor,  of  Whitchurch.  The  wind  has  been  very 
high  during  the  week,  and  you  could  scarcely  keep 
the  fly  on  the  water.  This  lies  prevented  a  good 
deal  of  fishing  on  the  Dart,  but  in  some  of  the 
sheltered  valleys  it  has  been  better.  With  this  fine 
weather  and  plenty  of  water  we  may  have  an  early 
run  of  peal  and  salmon  on  the  Tavy. — William 
Heabdeb. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  past  week  has  been  wild  and  stormy, 
but  not  so  much  rain  has  fallen  as  in  the  previous 


week,  when  the  rivers  were  all  swollen  more  than 
for  many  years  past.  They  are  now  slowly  regain- 
ing their  usual  level,  but  will  not  be  in  proper  con- 
dition for  angling  for  some  days  to  come  as  the 
atmosphere  is  now  much  milder  than  last  week, 
which  causes  the  snow  to  melt  from  the  higher 
Welsh  mountains  and  tends  to  keep  the  rivers  bank- 
ful,  and  angling  will  not  be  practicable  till  all  this 
"  snow-broth  "  has  passed  away. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— A  trout  of  2J!b. 
was  taken  from  the  upper  portion  of  theOuse  in  the 
Fletching  district  near  Black  Brook,  with  live 
minnow.  The  fish  was  in  poor  condition  and 
returned  to  the  water.  The  tributaries  of  the  Ouse 
hold  Isome  fair  sized  trout,  but  the  wooded  nature 
of  the  streams  make  worming  a  necessity.  There 
are  a  few  good  open  pools,  but  the  natives  work 
them  pretty  well  on  their  Sunday  outings.  A  few 
good  trout  are  to  be  found  in  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Ouse.  Salmon  have  been  turned  in,  but  we  do 
not  hear  of  any  returns  to  their  birthplace.  It  ia 
too  cold  for  either  trouting  or  harbour  fishing  at 
present. — Geobge  F.  Saltee. 

Tamar  Lake  (near  Bude,  Cornwall).— Owing 
to  the  boisterous  and  unpleasant  weather  only  one 
rod  has  been  out  on  three  days  of  the  past  week. 
The  angler  secured  creels  of  fifteen  trout  (18 Jib.), 
eighteen  (l7JIb.),  and  twenty-one  (19Jlb.);  among 
these  there  were  five  over  21  b.  each.  Twenty -three 
others,  under  the  minimum  length  of  nine  inches, 
were  returned  to  the  water.  The  trout  were  in 
capital  condition.  The  flies  used  were  Black  and 
Red  Palmers,  Greenwell's  Glory,  and  March  Brown. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  very  high,  but  what 
with  high  winds  and  continual  rain  with  cold  S. 
and  W.  wind  few  fishermen  have  ventured  out.  I 
have  heard  of  some  nice  catches — one,  on  Saturday 
(March  21),  of  over  three  dozen,  Jib.  to  lib.  weight. 
Until  the  weather  is  more  like  spring  good  sport 
cannot  be  expected.  Salmon  fishing  with  the  rod 
commences  on  April  1. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  in  better  order  for  fishing  than  last  week, 
but  it  is  still  on  the  high  side  and  is  slightly 
coloured,  and  not  in  order  for  fly  as  yet.  The 
weather  is  still  very  unsettled,  and  rain  is  had 
nearly  every  day,  and  is  just  enough  to  keep  the 
water  high  and  coloured.  The  fish  are  well  on 
the  feed,  and  have  been  rising  on  some  of 
the  stretches  of  water  at  the  fly.  The  March 
Brown  has  now  come  on,  and  the  trout  are 
beginning  to  feed  on  them,  and  if  we  could 
only  get  about  three  fine  days  the  water  would 
be  in  capital  order  and  fishing  brisk.  A  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out  and  have  used  worm  with 
success  and  fine  trout  landed.  In  the  water  at 
Burway,  two  anglers  have  landed  several  very 
nice  trout  with  the  worm.  Some  sport  has  also  been 
had  with  the  fly.  Along  the  Folley  good  trout  have 
been  taken  bottom  fishing.  Under  Whitecliife  sport 
has  been  had  with  worm.  Pike  fishing  has  accounted 
for  one  or  two  fish.  The  flies  to  use  when  the  water 
clears  are  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  February  Red, 
Ohve  Dun,  and  Red  Palmer.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  stained,  but  trout  have  been 
taken  in  Corve  with  worm  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — Angling  in  this  part  has  not 

been  very  brisk  of  late  owing  to  the  very  high  state 
of  the  water  and  the  bad  weather.  The  water  is 
now  going  down  niceiy  and  clearing,  but  the 
weather  is  so  unsettled  that  it  may  be  all  up  again 
by  the  end  of  the  week.  With  fine  weather  the 
water  should  be  in  order  for  fly  by  Monday.  The 
fish  are  inclined  to  move  and  have  been  seen  rising 
at  March  Brown  which  has  now  come  on,  and 
they  promise  good  sport.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
out  and  a  few  fish  landed,  but  no  really  good  sport  is 
expected  before  the  water  gets  into  better  order. — 
Wobcesteb. 

Torcross  Ley  (S.  Devon). — Good  sport  for  the 
week  ending  March  21.  Mr.  W.  W.  Greenhill  caught 
230  rudd  ;  the  seven  largest,  scaling  about  21b.  each, 
he  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons  to  be  set  up. 
He  also  caught  thirty -five  pike,  the  largest  scaling 
81b.— W.  V. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — At  the  time  of  writing  the  ryne  is  in 
good  condition  for  fishing.  Mr.  Brown  on  Tuesday 
morning  killed  fifteen  trout  on  the  Ovingham 
Water.  Fishing  on  the  bottom  with  worm  one 
salmon  was  killed  on  the  North  Tyne.  This  speaki 
well  for  the  higher  reaches.  The  Coquet  is  fishing 
fairly  well,  and  I  am  informed  by  the  secretary  of 
the  Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation  there  are  a 
goodly  lot  of  clean  salmon  in  the  river.  This  has 
been  proven  beyond  a  doubt  by  the  net  fishing. 
The  Wan=beck  is  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing;  a 
few  fine  trout  have  been  killed  with  the  drop 
minnow  fished  in  the  deeps.  I  give  you  a  good 
cast  for  the  present  time — point,  March  Brown, 
Purple  Snipe,  and  Greenwell's  Glory. — Henby  A. 
MuBTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort.  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 
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Usk  (Usk).— No  salmon  have  as  yet  been  seen, 
but  small  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken,  ranoing 
from  a  couple  of  brace  to  six  and  a  half  brace— 
mcludmg  one  weighing  lib.  13oz.,  by  Mr.  J.  Pitt  on 
Wednesday.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is 
nsmg  again,  and  rain  falling.— T.  R. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lines).  - 
The  Witham  in  its  best-known  quarters— that  is, 
between  Lincoln  and  Boston— is  pre-eminently  a 
coarse  fishing  stream.  Above  Lincoln  and  towards 
Stamford  there  are  many  trout  in  the  river  and  its 
tributaries,  so  also  with  the  streams  that  come 
down  from  the  Wold  district  towards  Horncastle 
which  ultimately  form  the  Bain,  and  also  the  old 
Barlmgs  river.  All  these  trout  streams  are  under 
the  Conservancy  of  the  Witham  Fishery  Board 
The  revenue  derived  from  trout  licences,  however 
IS  very  small,  and  very  little  money  is  spent  in  their 
interest.  The  cultivation  of  trout  lies  principally 
with  the  landowners  and  the  different  local  clubs. 
These  as  a  rule  do  not  commence  operations  until 
April.  Very  little  can  be  said  of  the  quality  of  the 
sport,  but  I  believe  a  few  have  fallen  to  rods  about 
Market  Rasen. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Der-went  (Derbyshire).— The  trout 
season  on  the  above  rivers  open  as  follows-  The 
Derwent,  Wednesday,  March  25,  and  the  Wye, 
April  1.  A  number  of  local  anglers  have  been  out 
fishmg  private  and  free  waters  of  the  Derwent 
about  Matlock  Bridge,  and  some  good-sized  trout 
have  been  taken,  one  angler  obtaining  three  trout 
weighing  61b.,  another  angler  one  over  21b.,  and  one 
trout,  caught  near  Belper,  31b.  This  latter  was 
taken  in  February.  It  is  a  pity  the  Trent  Fishery 
Board  issue  their  licence  so  soon,  as  trout  are  not 
in  condition  so  early  in  this  river.  The  Derwent  is 
much  too  high  for  fly-fishing.  When  it  is  low 
enough,  the  following  flies  will  be  useful :  February 
Red,  March  Brown,  Cock  Winged  Dun  (or  Hare's 
Ear),  and  Olive  Dun.  Weather  all  that  can  be 
desired. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks).— The  upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  have 
been  running  fairly  high  all  the  week.  There  have 
been  several  rods  out  on  the  Ilkley  and  Ben 
Rhydding  lengths,  and  some  very  fair  sport  has 
been  met  with  the  fly  and  minnow.  Most  of  the 
anglers  have  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  their  flies 
on  the  water  owing  to  the  high  winds.  Sport,  however, 
has  been  good,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  fish  have 
been  caught  with  the  following  flies: — Waterhen 
Bloa,  Winter  Brown,  Dark  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  Snipe 
and  Purple,  and  Carter  Piatt's  Copper.  At  Apple- 
treewick  and  Grafsington  several  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  caught  with  the  fly  and  worm,  the 
best  flies  in  this  district  being  Winter  Brown  and 
Waterhen  Bloa.  On  the  lower  reaches  very 
little  has  been  done  at  Poole,  Harewood 
Collingham,  Bridge,  and  Boston  Spa  owing 
to  the  flooded  state  of  the  river.  A  few  trout 
have  been  caught  at  Woodhall  and  Colling- 
ham with  worm  and  minnow.  Below  this  district 
very  little  angling  has  been  done  at  Tadcaster  and 
Ulleskelf.  The  Tadcaster  Angling  and  Preserva- 
tion Association  have  recently  acquired  the  rights 
over  another  stretch  of  the  Wharfe,  and  a  large 
consignment  of  perch  will  be  placed  into  the  waters 
On  Friday  (March  27)  the  Leeds  Amalgamation  of 
Anglers  are  turning  into  the  lakes  at  Roundhay  the 
500  yearling  trout  presented  by  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out 
on  the  Nidd,  owing  to  the  highly-coloured  state 
of  the  water.  The  Swale  has  been  running  in  fair 
volume  of  water.  In  the  district  of  Richmond  and 
Catterick  some  nice  panniers  of  trout  have  been 
made  with  swimming  the  worm.  On  Ithe  lower 
reaches  scarcely  a  rod  has  been  seen  out ;  the  weather 
has  been  boisterous,  and  very  little  chance  of  getting 
near  the  river  side  owing  to  the  flooded  fields.  The 
Derwent  has  also  been  running  high.    On  Friday, 


March  20,  in  the  district  of  Howden  there  was  large 
tracts  of  land  covered  by  flood  water.  Since  Tues- 
day the  weather  has  greatly  improved,  and  prospects 
for  next  week  are  good.  The  following  flies  will  be 
found  to  be  useful :  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  Bradshaw's 
Winter  Brown,  and  Carter  Piatt's  Copper.— John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station 
street.  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— There  has  been  a 
great  deluge  in  the  Eskdale  and  Liddesdale  dis 
tricts,  but  the  fates  are  at  present  more  propitious. 
More  spring  salmon  are  now  in  the  upper  waters 
than  have  been  seen  for  years.  In  the  Canonbie 
water  three  salmon  have  been  taken,  weiglit  81b  , 
5ilb.,  and  101b.  In  the  Willow  pool  Mr.  V.  Dyer 
caught  a  salmon  of  121b.  Mr.  Stephenson  caught 
a  grilse  in  the  Double  water.  Several  runs  have 
been  made  with  kelts.  Spawned  fish  have  mostly 
returned  to  the  sea. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— The 
river  is  in  good  order  and  has  already  given  fair 
sport,  seeing  it  is  not  an  early  river.  About  twenty 
salmon  that  we  know  of  have  been  landed — rather 
more  than  usual  so  early  in  the  season.  On 
March  14,  Mr.  George  MacDonald,  Invercharron,  on 
Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  caught  one  of  8Ib.  On  lfith,  the 
same  angler  landed  one  of  91b.,  and  on  17th  one  of 
81b.  From  17th  to  21st,  several  fish  were  got,  of 
which  we  have  no  particulars.  On  23rd,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Munro,  Gledfield,  on  Mr.  MacLeod's  rod,  o-ot 
a  salmon  of  91b.  On  24th,  the  same  angler  had  a 
9-pounderon  Gledfield;  and  Mr.  George  MacDonald, 
one  of  101b.  on  Invercharron. — B. 

Dee. — The  river  is  still  running  big  with  snow- 
water from  the  upper  reaches.  On  the  Cairnton 
section,  on  March  24,  John  Mortimer,  keeper  to 
Lord  Penrhyn,  creeled  five  fish  to  his  own  rod,  while 
Sir  John  Gladstone  had  three  on  Common ty  and 
Upper  Blackball.  On  the  Durris,  Park,  Kingcaussie, 
and  Culter  sections  several  fish  have  been  got  since 
Monday,  chiefly  to  the  fly  and  large  gudgeon.  On 
Aboyne  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Hardy,  Alnwick, 
had  two  of  151b.  and  161b.,  and  Mr.  Stone,  one,  61b! 
Don.— The  river  has  been  running  big  and  black 
for  the  past  few  days,  but  it  is  again  clearing.  An 
occasional  salmon  has  been  got  on  the  Kintore 
ticket  water,  but  trout  angling  has  hardly  yet  had 
a  chance  on  account  of  the  cold  weather.  Only  on 
one  or  two  days  of  the  past  week  has  there  been 
any  signs  of  the  March  Brown.  Tidal  anglers  are 
doing  fairly  well.  Yxhan  and  Ugie. — A  good 
few  finnock  and  sea-trout  have  been  got  on  both 
streams,  but  the  brown  trout  season  is  as  yet  at  a 
discount. — G.  M. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— During  the  past  week 
the  weather  was  very  favourable  for  both  rod  and 
net  fishing  on  the  River  Deveron.  The  water  is 
getting  low,  but  m  fairly  good  order  for  rod  fishing, 
and  a  few  fish  of  61b.  to  81b.  were  got.  Kelts  are 
numerous,  and  proving  troublesome  to  anglers. 
On  the  tidal  water  sea-trout  of  about  lib.  in  weight 
are  getting  by  the  rod.  The  net  fishermen  on  the 
river  on  the  Duff  House  water  had  from  three  to 
nine  salmon  daily.  On  the  coast  the  yield  from  the 
bag  nets  also  showed  a  slight  improvement,  some 

fine  salmon  of  161b.  to  181b.  having  been  landed  

H.  W.  6  • 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Monday  (March  16), 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed  a  fresh-run  salmon  of 
151b.  On  19th,  they  had  one  of  71b.  On  20th,  Mr. 
W.  J.  McLean,  Inverness,  killed  a  nice  salmon, 
weighing  101b.  On  21,  the  boatmen  landed  three 
271b.,  121b.,  and  101b.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel,  on  March  20,  Mr.  Berger  had  one  salmon  of 
191b. ;  on  March  21,  Mr.  Midwood  had  one  of  191b. 
H.  J.  Wright. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Although 
the  river  is  in  good  ply  the  weather  has  been  very 
stormy  and  cold  during  the  past  week.  A  good  deal 
of  thunder  and  lightning  prevailed.  Anglers  from 
the  various  lodges  have  had  the  following  catches 
since  last  reported.  Dalvina  Lodge. — On  March  11, 
Mr.  Simpson  landed  five  salmon  on  beat  No.  1 .  On 
12th,  Mr.  Pym  had  one  salmon  on  No.   1,  and 


Trout  flies  for  coming  season.  Large  stock  now  ready.  Best 
quality  only,  on  fine  gut,  Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Best  long  drawn 
gut.  Selected  liorsehaii-  on  eyed  hooks.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen 
Douljle  wing  floating  flies,  all  best  patterns,  2s.  per  dozen.  Flies 
to  pattern  accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material— wines 
hackles,  silks,  etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers' 
requirements.  Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins 
Large  stock  Tof  Blue  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and 
Widgeon  feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality 
2d.  per  dozen ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horseliaii- 
casts,  Is.  each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each  Fly 
makers'  tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc.— J.  E  Miller 
(Telephone  2C01),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
Street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "Pisoator,  Leeds.' 


Mr.  Simpson  one  on  No,  2.  On  13th,  Mr.  Pym 
landed  three  on  No.  2,  and  Mr.  Simpson  one  on 
No.  3.  On  14th.  Mr.  Pym  caught  one  salmon  on 
iNo.  ,J,  and  on  Kith,  one  on  No.  4.  On  17th,  Mr 
Simpson  landed  two  on  No.  0.  Skelpiek  Lodge.— 
On  nth,  Mr.  Alison  Johnson  secured  three  salmon 
on  beat  No.  5,  and  on  13th,  one  on  No.  1.  On  14th 
Mr.  Wardlaw  got  one  on  No.  1.  On  Kith,  Mr! 
Alison  Johnson  got  one  on  No.  3.  On  16th,' Mrs! 
Danckwerts,  Syre  Lodge,  grassed  one  salmon  oii 
No.  1. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  Dee  was  in  flood 

on  Monday,  but  is  now  running  down.    The  hills 
had  a  fresh  coating  of  snow,  and  altogether  the 
weather  has  been  somewhat  unsettled  for  the  best 
of  sport.    Fisli,  liowever,  are  forcing  into  the  upper 
waters,  and  several  have  been  got  on  the  Balmoral, 
Braemar,  and  even  Mar   Lodge  stretches.  The 
prospects  for  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  comes  North 
in  a  day  or  two,  are  exceedingly  good.    On  the 
Lower  Invercauld  (Braemar)  water  the  gillies  had 
two  fish  of  71b.  and  lOJlb.  on  Monday,  and  two  of 
81b.  and  121b.  on  Wednesday  (March  18).    On  the 
Fife  Arms  waters,  Mr.  George  Morrison  had  one  of 
7Jlb.  on  March  17;  Mr.  McHardie,  sen.,  one,  8ilb.  ; 
and  Mr.  McHardie,  jun.,  one,  81b.    On  the  Mar 
Lodge  section  (H.R.H.  the  Duchess    of  Fife's), 
Lament,  keeper,  creeled  one  of  71b.    On  the  Bal- 
moral stretch,  Mr.  Mcintosh,   head-fisherman  to 
His  Majesty,  creeled  two  beauties  of  8Jlb.  and 
lO^lb.  on  March  20,  while  several  have  been  got  since 
then.    On  the  Ballater  section,  Messrs.  Bristowe  and 
the  other  rods  here  are  having  fairly  good  sport, 
which  would  be  better  under  better  weather  condi- 
tions.   On  the  Glentana  and  Dinnet  waters  sport  is 
by  no  means  rife  owing  to  the  amount  of  snow-water. 
On  the  Aboyne  section  good  sport  is  the  order  of 
the  day.    On  the  13th,  Mr.  Clive  creeled  three  of 
71b.,  71b.,  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Bush,  two  of  71b.  and  7ilb. 
On  the  14th,  Major  Fitton,  one  of  9Ib.    On  the  15th, 
Mr.  Bush  had  one  of  71b.  ;  Major  Fitton,  one  of 
6Jlb.  i  and  Mr.  C.  O.  Hall,  one  of  8Jlb.    On  the  16th, 
Mr.  Hardie  creeled  one  of  71b.  ;  and  on  the  18th, 
four,  scaling  61b.,  71b.,  7Jlb.,  and  81b.    On  the  19th! 
Captain  McNeil  had  one  of  91b.,  and  Mr.  Stone,  one 
of  71b.    During  the  past  few  days  Mr.  Stone,  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Hardie,  Edinburgh,  have  had  fairly  good 
sport.    On  the  Forest  of  Birse  waters,  Mr.  Hardie, 
Alnwick,  creeled  one  of  91b.    On  the  Kincardine 
O'Neil  section  a  good  few  fish  have  been  creeled  by 
Major  and  Mrs.   Davidson,   Mr.   Deverall,  Lord 
Garrioch,   and  Messrs.   King  and  Hare  on  the 
Ballogie  waters.     On  the  Durris  and  Inchmarlo 
waters,  Messrs.  Meekin  have  had  a  fairly  good  season, 
while  Captain  Gore,  on  the  lower  Durris  water,  has 
just  made  a  commencement.    On  the  Park  waters 
an  occasional  fish  is  being  got ;  while  Professor  Cash, 
Dr.  Walker,  and  Dr.  Scott  Riddel  have  done  fairly 
well  on  the  Kincussie  water.     Tidal  anglers  are 
making  baskets  of  from  six  to  twelve  finnock  and 
sea-trout  per  tide. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — The  river  has  as  yet 
yielded  but  very  poor  sport,  poorer  indeed  than  for 
many  a  year  during  the  corresponding  period — that 
is,  from  the  opening  of  the  season  up  to  the  present 
time.  During  the  whole  of  the  past  week  only  one 
salmon  was  got ;  it  was  landed  by  Mr.  Menzies  and 
weighed  201b.— B. 

South- West  of  Scotland. —  It  is  exactly  one 
month  last  Wednesday  since  angling  opened  on 
the  Annan,  and  during  that  period  the  river  has 
only  been  m  order  for  fly  on  three  days.  The  last 
occasion  in  which  the  river  was  in  order  dates  a 
fortnight  back.  In  the  upper  reaches  at  Moffat 
there  was  serious  flooding.  There  is  no  possibility 
of  any  angling  for  several  days  yet,  as  the  rivers 
are  still  in  flood.  The  flooding  of  the  Dumfries 
Nith  reached  a  climax  on  Monday  afternoon,  when 
the  surging  waters  completely  covered  the  White- 
sands  and  isolated  the  Cattle  Market.  Similar 
reports  as  to  the  serious  and  exceptionally  high 
floods  come  from  the  Stewartry  of  Galloway  and 
Ayrshire,  while  in  the  Upper  Clyde  district  the 
banks  were  burst  and  caused  much  damage  at 
Dalbeth.  At  Westthorn  the  river  looked  like  a 
huge  lake.  Under  the  present  conditions  there  is 
no  possibility  of  any  angling  in  this  district  for 
neveral  days  to  come. — Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  has  been  quite  out  of  ply 
during  the  past  week,  and  consequentlj'  there  has 
been  no  angling.  On  Saturday  (March  21)  we 
experienced  a  wild,  fitful,  westerly  gale  of  wind, 
accompanied  -with  occasional  showers,  and  since 
then  the  weather  has  been  very  unsettled.  On 
March  22  the  river  came  down  again  in  high  flood, 
and  was  within  one  foot  of  the  height  of  the  last  big 
flood,  which  took  place  at  the  end  of  January  last, 
when  the  river  reached  a  height  of  14i  feet  above 
the  normal  summer  level.  Both  the  Inches  at  Perth 
were  again  covered  to  a  depth  of  several  feet.  The 
river  fell  back  several  feet  on  Tuesday  (March  24), 
but  on  Wednesday  night  (March  25)  it  again  rose  a 
few  feet. — A.  A, 
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Ballsmaliinch  Fishery  (Galway).— Big  floods 
thiring  the  week.  Neither  river  nor  lakes  will  be 
fishable  for  at  least  a  week. — JofK  Scott. 

Belfast  and  District.— On  March  25  the  local 
streams  were  again  bankful.  Fishing  the 
Ballynahinch  on  March  10  Mr.  James  Murray 
killed  eleven  fish,  Mr.  Ned  Hunter  five,  Mr. 
J.  J.  Longhead  five,  and  Mr.  Wilson  two. 
Stoneyford  Dam,  which  is  difficult  of  access, 
is  fishing  fairly.  On  March  21  Mr.  J.  W.  Kirk 
creeled  three,  Jib.  each  ;  Mr.  A.  Colville,  six ; 
Mr.  Harry  R.  Douglas,  three  ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Smith,  two ;  Mr.  Tom  Smith,  three ;  and  Mr. 
W.  Spence,  four.  On  the  North  Dam,  on  March 
24,  Mr.  Charles  Littlewood  had  six  up  to  fib. 
At  the  fifteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Belfast 
Anglers,  on  March  20,  Mr.  Walter  H.  Wilson  was 
re-elected  president,  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy  secretary 
(fourteenth  year),  and  Mr.  Boileau  treasurer. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  quite  unfishable 
during  past  week  owing  to  its  terribly  flooded  state  ; 
the  weather  is  still  very  broken,  and  it  will  be  some 
time  before  the  water  falls  sufficiently  to  make 
angling  a  possibility. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Bo3me  (Navan). — The  river  has  been  in  high 
flood  during  the  past  week,  and  still  continues  in 
that  condition.  There  will  be  no  fishing  for  some 
days. — Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Doneg'al). — Stormy,  un- 
settled weather  again  during  the  past  week  in  this 
locality ;  rain  has  been  falling  heavily  during  the 
week,  and  a  strong  wind  from  the  north-east 
prevails.  T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  two  fresh  run 
salmon  of  131b.  and  111b.  on  March  19;  and  W. 
Despard  (keeper)  landed  another  of  lOilb.  on  the 
20th.  At  time  of  writing  the  river  is  in  "high  flood. 
— M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Ballinderry  ran  high 
all  the  week,  and  bait-fishing  was  the  only  sport 
practicable.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  Black- 
water  and  other  streams  of  the  district.  The  head 
waters  of  the  Mourne  which  lie  in  this  district  open 
on  April  1.- -J.  A.  B. 

Brne. — Athough  the  Erne  is  in  high  flood,  some 
trout,  weighing  up  to  2^1b.  and  31b.,  were  taken 
recently. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

lee  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  in  very  flooded 
state  during  week,  and  only  very  occasionally  was 
at  all  fishable.  On  William's  water,  R.  Barry  had 
three  salmon,  91b.,  9ilb.,  and  101b.  On  Ashton,  A. 
Bouring  one,  111b.'  On  Warren's  Court,  Rev. 
Father  Kent  three,  71b.,  91b.,  and  101b.  On  Oak 
Grove,  G.  M.  levers  two,  91b.  and  111b.  On  Lord 
Ardilaun's,  J.  B.  Massy  four,  71b.,  91b.,  Ulb.,  and 
11  lb.,  and  J.  O'Donnell  two.  111b.  each.  On  Nettle- 
ville,  H.  Welch  Thornton  one,  171b.  On  Carhue, 
Admiral  Jeffreys  two,  91b.  and  111b.  On  Lee 
Mount,  R.  Atkinson  three,  7^1  b.,  81b.,  and  101b. 
On  Rooves,  M.  Lyons  two,  101b.  each.  On  Nadrid, 
Major  Gubbins  two,  71b.  and  111b.  On  Farran, 
Major  Adamson  three,  91b.,  lOJlb.,  and  111b.  On 
Fargus,  General  Dash  wood  one,  "l4!b.  On  Cronody, 
Major  Barton  two,  91b.  each.  On  Castleineh,  J. 
O'Brien  two,  1 21b.  and  171b,— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonhur).  —  The 
weather  for  the  past  two  days  has  been  all  that  an 
angler  could  desire.  Grand  baskets  of  trout  creeled 
daily  on  above  waters,  and  trout  are  just  beginning 
to  rise  to  artificial  fly.  With  a  little  warm  weather 
anglers  may  look  forward  to  April  as  being  a  good 
all  round  month. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — Scarcely  any  fishing  was  done 
during  the  past  week  owing  to  the  strong  winds. 
Mr.  C.  Fern  took  some  trout  (trolling),  one  weighing 
2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Gallagher  took  a  fine  trout  (Salmo  jerox), 
weighing  5f  lb.,  on  March  24.  The  lake  is  unusually 
high  for  this  season  of  the  year  at  present ;  but  as 
soon  as  the  weather  settles  some  fine  sport  will  be 
had,  as  the  lake  contains  a  good  stock  of  spring 
salmon. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  opens  on  Wednesday.  At  time  of 
writing  the  river  is  in  brown  flood,  as  it  has  been 
practically  during  March,  and  should  not  fish  much 
sooner  than  the  opening  day.  The  hotels  have 
reduced  the  tiout  fishing  tickets  for  their  waters  to 
5s.  per  annum.  (See  advertisement  in  the  Fishmq 
Gazette  ) — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina).— Weather  very  unsettled  with 
showers  of  snow,  but  there  is  a  fair  run  of  spring 
fish,  last  week  the  weirs  getting  from  seventeen  to 
eighteen  each  day  of  good  size.  Angling  during  the 
week  was  bad  owing  to  high  water.  Mr.  Wilson 
landed  a  few  kelts,  and  hooked  two  spring  fish. 
Trout  fishers  on  the  lower  waters  got  some  nice 
baskets.  Lots  of  fish  on  the  pools  if  we  get  the 
weather  settled.  Lough  Conn  is  settling  down  well, 
and  will  afford  good  sport  tliisyear. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnlleu  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).  —  For  the  past  two   or  three  days  the 


weather  has  turned  fine  and  the  river  is  clearing,  and 
prospects  are  good.  Both  lakes  are  still  very  high. 
They  had  a  record  week  at  the  salmon  weirs,  taking 
eighty  five,  averaging  121b.  Some  fair  takes  of  sea- 
trout  were  got  on  the  river.  Master  J.  Loftus 
while  trouting  on  March  22  hooked  and  landed  a 
clean  fish,  131b.,  on  a  small  Skin-theGoat  Fly. — Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon   and   Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — We 

have  experienced  full  gales  of  wind  and  torrents  of 
rain  all  the  week.  River  not  in  form  in  conse- 
quence. Since  last  report  a  really  fine  springer 
weighing  341b.  has  been  taken  on  a  bit  of  free 
water,  and  my  preserved  reach  has  produced  a 
bright  silvery  freshly-run  fish  of  131b.,  and  another 
was  lost.  During  the  week  James  Courtney  (New- 
town) killed  on  Lough  Derg  two  big  pike  scaling 
201b.  and  151b.  Had  the  weather  been  more 
favourable,  certain  it  is  that  many  scores  of  big 
pike  would  have  been  brought  to  boat. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  The  Fates  seem 
destined  to  be  unpropitious  to  the  angler  at  present. 
The  river  now  stands  at  a  very  high  mark,  fully  up 
to  that  at  which  it  stood  at  any  time  during  the 
winter,  and  the  weather  is  continuously  stormy. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  two  salmon, 
131b.  and  241b.  On  Hermitage,  the  fishermen  killed 
one  salmon,  171b. — J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MuUingar). — 
Matters  piscatorial  have  gone  from  bad  to  very 
much  worse  here  since  sending  my  last  report. 
The  lakes  are  unfishable  because  no  boat  could  be 
launched  on  account  of  a  continual  recurrence  of 
stormy  weather,  not  to  speak  of  the  condition  of 
the  water.  The  rivers  are  unapproachable  for  the 
most  part,  as  they  are  not  now  rivers  but  vast  lakes, 
and  the  salmon  and  trout  may  be  sporting  over  the 
meadows  and  fallows  for  aught  one  can  tell  to  the 
contrary.  In  any  case  it  is  not  for  lack  of  water. 
At  the  moment  of  writing  the  prospect  is  even 
more  gloomy,  and  instead  of  fish  we  are  talking 
of  storm  signals,  seismic  disturbances,  and  such 
like.— T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 

Veytaux. —  March  22. — Since  last  report  the 
weather  has  been  quite  too  fine  for  fishing,  and 
little  has  been  done,  but  as  a  temjatation  to  wander 
in  a  lovely  landscape  it  offered  a  fair  excuse. 
Cloudless  sky  and  cool  N.N.W.  breezes  spread  over 
a  whitish  straw-coloured  plain,  but  faintly  tinged 
by  green,  broken  with  dark-brown  woodlands  and 
long  lines  of  poplars,  and  surrounded  by  gray 
rugged  mountains  patched  half-way  down  with 
snow,  at  the  feet  of  which  distant  villages  shim- 
mered in  the  sun.  In  the  slow  or  rapid  greenish, 
semi-translucent  water  of  the  streams  hardly  any 
fish  beyond  a  few  fingerlings  rose  till  the  evening 
calm  and  the  mountain  shadows  fell,  and  even  then 
but  few  half-pounders  gave  the  opportunity  for  a 
stalk  with  charmingly  uncertain  results.  At  Sierre 
also  little  has  been  done  as  yet,  according  to  latest 
information. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal.— Owing  to  the  strong  winds  that  have  been 
blowing  lately  no  sport  worth  mention  has  been 
obtained ;  however,  when  the  weather  settles  down 
in  all  probability  there  will  be  sport ;  of  course  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  the  same  as  autumn  and  winter 
fishing.  At  time  of  writing  (Wednesday,  March  25) 
wind  S.S.E.,  looking  rather  ugly. — Edward  Hanger 
(Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Strong  westerly  winds  have 
prevailed  with  slight  intermittence  for  the  past  six 
weeks,  and  the  water  during  the  majority  of  that 
time  have  remained  unusually  bright,  rendering  all 
fishing  operations  in  the  vicinity  somewhat  pre- 
carious. Yet  despite  these  drawbacks,  pier  anglers 
have  had  little  to  complain  of  during  the  last  few 
days.  Mr.  Curtiss  and  Mr.  Fancourt  fished  through- 
out the  day,  on  Saturday  21st,  and  were  rewarded 
with  a  very  fair  mixed  bag.  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Snow- 
don  put  in  an  early  appearance  on  March  22.,  the 
resultant  catch  of  their  rods  being  half  ascore  of  flat 
fish,  one  visiting  angler  elected  to  fish  the  whole  night 
through,  but  his  total  only  reached  half-a-dozen, 
chiefly  small  pouting.  Monday,  23rd,  brought  out 
a  goodly  array  of  anglers,  including  Messrs.  Fan- 
court,  Curtiss,  Philp,  Bushnell,  H.  Zahensdorf, 
Hannen,  and  J ennings.  The  day's  catch,  however, 
did  not  pan  out  well,  probably  on  account  of  the 
extreme  clearness  of  the  water,  but  evening  hours 
witnessed  material  improvement,  Mr.  Jennings 
taking  a  nice  lot  of  pouting,  and  Mr.  Fancourt 
securing  premier  honours  with  a  few  fair-sized 
codling.  Mr.  Harding  was  the  sole  representative 
early  on  Tuesday,  24th,  and  he  then  met 
with  fair  success,  but  the  heavy  squalls  which 
prevailed  at  frequent  intervals  later  in  the  day 


marred  all  sport  till  evening  hours,  when  three  rod^ 
accounted  for  some  welcome  dabs,  and  two  nurse 
dogs  also  came  to  hand — the  first  of  their  species 
taken  this  spring  from  the  pier.  Only  three  rods 
were  plied  on  the  morning  of  March  25,  and  neither 
made  any  appreciable  return.  Matters  brightened 
up  somewhat  later  on,  though  the  catch  of  the  day 
was  not  at  all  heavy.  Strong  westerly  winds  still 
prevail,  and  prospects  are  not  very  bright  for  the 
week  end,  unless  the  wind  should  tone  down  con- 
siderably.—J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  seems  to  have  taken  a 
change  for  the  better.  At  the  time  of  writing  it  is 
a  nice  spring  day  with  sunshine,  and  I  expect  that 
a  lot  of  fishermen  have  availed  themselves  of  it. 
The  sea  is  rather  rough  for  the  outside  ground'^, 
but  there  are  several  sheltered  spots  in  the  bay,  and 
the  small  bass  and  pollack  are  plentiful,  but  the 
run  of  spring  pollack  has  not  yet  commenced.  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  the  west  country  fishermen 
are  getting  some  good  hauls  of  mackerel,  for  the 
last  two  seasons  have  been  very  bad,  and  the  fisher- 
men consequently  have  been  suffering  through  the 
loss.  The  pier  fishermen  have  not  been  in  evidence 
this  week  on  account  of  the  bad  weather. — William 
Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walmer. — In  consequence  of  the  heavy  sea  that 
has  been  running  owing  to  the  strong  S.W.  wind 
there  has  been  little  or  no  fishing  during  the  past 
week.  The  weather,  apart  from  the  wind,  has  been 
magnificent  with  abundance  of  bright  sunshine,  and 
there  is  every  appearance  of  its  being  fairly  settled. 
Should  the  sea  moderate  sport  should  be  excellent. 
• — Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 


Ilssociaf  ions 

(Special  Meetings), 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

The  annual  competition  in  aid  of  the  funds  of 
the  above  institution  was  held  on  March  22  at 
St.  Margaret's.    The  River  Lea  was  in  fanly  good 
trim,  but  the  high  wind  which  prevailed  the 
whole  day  was  sufficient  to  account  for  the  light 
creels.    From  a  financial  point  of  view  the  event 
must  be  considered  quite  a  record  one.  Eight 
hundred  and  thirty-six  competitors  were  regis- 
tered by  the  entry  stewards,  Messrs.  J.  Levion 
and  G.  H.  Howard,  with  the  chairman,  Mr.  C.  A. 
Medca;lf,  stamping  tickets.  The  general  secretary, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  and  the  competition  secre- 
taries, Messrs.  Woodruff  and  Wade,  had  made 
the  most  careful  arrangements,  being  assisted  by 
Messrs.   C.   Watling,  J.  Fitch,  J.  Gibbons,  E. 
Clarke,  F.  Newtpn,  C.  Ashmore,  F.  A.  Gray,  J. 
Gibbons,  T.  Gibbs,  etc.,  with  the  result  that  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  passed  off  without  the 
slightest  hitch  of  any  kind.    The  Great  Eastern 
Railway,  with  their  usual  kindness,  made  every 
preparation  with  special  train,   and   the  best 
thanks  of  all  taking  part  were  due  to  Mr.  C. 
Stevens,  host  of  the  Rose  and  Crown,  for  the 
attention    generally    and    accommodation  for 
weighing  the  fish.    Only  forty-three  prizes  were 
taken ;   the  remaining   sixty -five  will   be  com- 
peted for  under  the  same  conditions  on  March  29 
by  the  vmsuccessful  competitors,  who  must  first 
obtain  the  re-stamping  of  ticket.  Additional 
entries  will  be  accepted  by  any  who  were  un- 
able to  take  part  on  the  previous  occasion.  The 
following  were  the  winners :  Messrs.  W.  Carter, 
North  East,    21b.   5foz.  ;    S.   Jenner,  Putney, 
lib.  13}oz. ;  H.  Heir,  Wenlock,  lib.  9|oz.  (one 
tench) ;  T.  Dunn,  Putney,  lib.  9oz.  ;  B.  Dutton, 
Good  Intent,    lib.   5oz.  ;  W.   Parish,  Clissold, 
lib.  4foz. ;  C.  Lamb,  jun..  North  East,  lib.  4foz.  ; 
J.  Radford,  Essex,  lib.  loz.  ;  J.  Bailey,  Hoxton 
Bros. ;  W.  Butler,  White  Hart ;  J.  Bedford,  South 
Bermondsey;  T.  Miller,  West  Ham;  E.  Barlow, 
Putney;  W.  H.  Hoult,  Streatham;  C.  Ellis,  jun.. 
Globe ;  W.  Hayes,  Putney ;  E.  Rose,  Putney ; 
W.  Bi-own,  Islington ;   W.   Dunn,   Putney ;  C. 
Leutz,  Friendship ;  J.  Cook,  Lincoln ;  T.  Slay- 
maker,  Unattached  ;  J.  Kingett,  Good  Intent ; 
J.  Howell,  Walthamstow;  T.  Rowland,  Waltonian  ■ 
A.  Wild,  Dalston;  W.  Davis,  New  Century;  J. 
Croker,  Islington  ;  H  Callingham,  Hoxton  Bros.  ; 
T.  Gilbert,  Lincoln ;  J.  Osborn,  Hoxton  Bros.  ; 
T.  Tucker,  Brunswick;  G.  Etherington,  North 
Camberwell ;    G.   Fautley,   Canning  Town ;  C. 
Head,  Putney ;  E.  J.  Stigwood,  Hoxton  Bros. ; 
W.  J.  Kingston,  Spread  Eagle;  F  Clark,  Wal- 
thamstow ;  W»  Ovenden,  Good  Intent ;   A.  J. 
Adkins,  Putney;   G.   Stump,   Collingwood ;  E. 
Bvmn,  Hoxton  Bros. ;  H.  Capps,  AUason. 

Angling  Competition,  River  Lea, 
St.  Margabet's,  Herts. 
In  consequence  of  sixty-five  prizes  not  having 
been  won  by  competitors  on  March  22,  it  has 
been    decided    to    renew  the  competition  on 
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.March  29  under  exactly  the  same  conditions.  To 
prevent  the  disorganisation  of  theirordinaiy  traffic 
the  Groat  Enstern  Railway  Company  have  kindly 
consented  to  run  a  special  train  as  last  week, 
namely,  to  leave  Liverpool-street  Station  at 
9  a.ni  ,  calling  at  Hackney  Downs  at  9.10,  Tot- 
tenham Hale  9.15,  arriving  at  St.  Margaret's  at 
9.45  a.m.  ;  fares,  2s.,  Is.  9d.,  and  Is.  Gd.  re- 
spectively ;  and  returning  on  same  day  at 
0.50  p.m.  In  consequence  of  being  unable  to 
advi.se  societies  individually,  it  is  hoped  that  all 
members  will  impart  this  information  to  likely 
competitors,  and  to  make  arrangements  to  travel 
by  the  .special  instead  of  the  8.5  and  9.10  a.m 
trains  out  of  Liverpool  -  street  Station. — R.  G, 
Woodruff,  joint  Competition  Sec. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

On  Wednesday  the  subject  of  the  evening  sea 
fishing  in  Devon  and  Cornwall  was  opened  by 
Mr.  C.  B.  Mount,  in  an  admirable  address,  relating 
what  he  had  seen,  touched,  and  handled  during 
his  many  experiences  on  these  coasts.    He  con- 
*  ended  that  the  members  of  this  society  in  their 
holidays  should,  as  some  of  them  had  done,  seek 
places  at  a  distance  where  finer  sport  was  obtained 
than  at  Deal  and  the  near  places,  where  game 
fish  were  to  be  encountered,  and  of  a  size  worthy 
of  their  foeman's  rod,  and  of  varied  kind  that 
the  sportsman's  knowledge  might  be  widened 
and  increased.    He  remarked  that  the  heavy 
expense  of  long  railway  journeys  had  been  urged 
as  an  objection,  but  he  assured  them  that  this 
expense  in  Devon  and  Cornwall  was  quite  re- 
couped by  the  very  inexpensive  living  at  the 
various  fishing  stations.    Instance  after  instance 
was  quoted  for  the  information  of  members — 
names,  places  and  prices  quoted,  both  for  enter- 
tainment, boats,  and  boatmen.    Following  the 
coast  round,  starting  from  Torquay  and  Brixham, 
he  did  not  describe  the  fishing  there  as  good.  At 
Dartmouth,  outside  the  harbour,  good  fishing  was 
to  be  had,  but  you  had  to  get  out  of  the  harbour, 
not  always  easy.  Torcross  was  highly  commended, 
not  only  for  the  excellent  sport  obtainable,  but  for 
good  boatmen  and  very  excellent  accommodation 
at  the  Torcross  Hotel.    The  fishing  at  the  Start 
and  in  Salcombe  estuary  was  described  as  a 
sheltered  spot,  smooth  water,   and  good  bass 
fishing.     Kingsbridge,    Plymouth,    Looe  and 
Fowey  were    all    described,   and   then  on  to 
Coverack,  by  the  Manacle  Rocks,  where  good 
fish  and  big  fish  were  to  be  had.     Cadgarth  was 
specially  commended  as  a  good  station,  and  so  on 
to  Penzance,  the  fishing  there  having  recently 
been  exploited  and  recently  described  by  Mr. 
Bates.    Padstow  was  mentioned  for  the  great 
variety  of  fish  caught  there,  and  Port  Isaac  much 
commended.  A  full  discussion  resulted,  and  much 
further  information  was  contributed  by  Messrs. 
Mallett,   Bates,   Wheeler,  Slade,    Pickup  and 
others  ;  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded 
to  Mr.  Mount,  and  to  the  chairman,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker.    Further  donations  to  the  society  were 
announced  for  the  library  :— "  Gunther's  Study  of 
Fishes,"  by  Mr.  Maxwell ;   "Lloyd's  Signalling 
Book— New  Code,"  by  Mr.  Mallett ;  and  for  the 
walls  an    engraving,  "Dutch  Trawlers,"  by  Mr. 
Bates,  and  a  set  of  five  very  excellent  original 
water-colour  pictures  of  blue  striped  wrasse, 
black  bream,   tequoreal  pipe  fish,  the  red  sea 
bream,  and   a  golden  variety  of  the  sand  eel, 
five    m    all,    and  a  very     handsome  addi- 
tion    they    made    to    walls    no    longer  bare. 
1  hese  latter  were  the  work  of,  and  presented  by. 
Dr.  Targett  Adams,  and  were  much  admired. 
Votes  of  thanks  were  in  each  case  awarded. 
Seven  haddocks,  smoked,  were  then  presented  on 
a  dish,  cost  twopence  in  London,  by  Mr.  Tucker, 
vvith     the     complaint    that    these  immature 
slaughtered  innocents  were  the  cause  of  scarcity— 
as  the  poor  man's  food,  no  man  cared  ;  had  they 
been  salmon  it  would  have  been  otherwise.  The 
large  sale  of  this  description  of  fish  was  con- 
ftrmrd  by  many  members,  and  a  resolution  was 
adopted  calhng  the  attention  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  to  the  circumstances,  with  names  and 
dates.     Great  hope  was  expressed  that  when 
Mr    Hanbury,   the  coming  Minister    for  the 
I'  lsheries,  took  hold  something  would  be  done. 
Hon.  Reporter. 

City  of  London  Pisoatohial  Society— 

Mr.  C.  E.  Fosbrooke  presided  at  the  meeting 
on  1  uesday  last.  The  very  successful  inaugural 
dinner  of  March  17  was  responsible  for  delaying 
several  fishing  reports  of  good  results,  which  weri 
now  recorded,  including  :— Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  several 
very  good  chub,  besides  twenty  heavy  perch- 
Mr.  Beamont,  from  the  society's  water,  a  dozen 
roach  of  good  size,  best  lib.  loz.  ;  and  Mr.  J 
Warne,  from  the  Ouse,  some  good  roach  up  to 
lib.  Idoz.   A  new  member  was  elected.  Attention 


was  called  to,  and  a  discussion  took  place  on, 
the  nefarious  poaching  of  many  bargemen  on 
navigable  rivers,  the  Lea  being  especially  men- 
tioned as  suffering  from  these  practices.  How- 
ever, as  these  take  place  either  very  early  or  very 
late — that  is,  when  there  is  very  little  light — there 
is  great  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  offenders. 
On  the  programme  of  the  society,  March  24 
had  been  'fixed  for  "  Piscatorial  Literary  Scraps 
and  Cuttings,"  almost  every  member  present 
contributing  to  the  general  entertainment. — -Hon. 
Sec. 

Eye  Angling  Club — 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday 
(March  17)  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Hotel.  The 
president  of  the  club,  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Spencer, 
presided,  and  presented  the  prizes  to  the  winners 
of  last  year's  competition,  Messrs.  Leggett,  C. 
Torbell,  and  W.  G.  Watkins  winning  first,  second, 
and  third  prizes  respectively.  Afterwards  an 
enjoyable  smoking  concert  was  held,  Mr.  Percy 
Read,  vice  president,  occupying  the  chair.  Songs 
were  sung  by  Messrs.  Barling,  H.  Shuffham,  P. 
Anness,  Rising,  Burrows,  and  Reynolds.  Fifteen 
new  members  were  proposed,  and  a  feature  of  the 
evening  was  the  large  number  of  special  prizes 
offered  for  next  year's  competitions,  no  less  than 
sixteen  specials  being  promised. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  C.  Gill  presided  at  both  committee  and 
ordinary  meetings  on  Tuesday  last.  The  pro- 
gramme for  April  was  prepared,  and  will  shortly 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  members.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  to  continue  the  instruction  in 
fly-casting,  which  was  such  a  successful  feature 
last  year.  Mr.  Close  will  be  at  Chesham  on 
Saturday  (April  4)  for  this  purpose.  Several 
members  have  been  fishing,  but  the  prevaihng 
high  winds  were  against  successful  reaching,  and 
takes  were  consequently  small.  The  chief  matter 
of  interest  on  Tuesday  evening  was  a  lantern 
entertainment  given  in  a  most  able  manner  by 
Mr.  J.  F.  Bursill.  Mr.  Biu-sill  threw  upon  the 
screen  a  large  number  of  .splendid  slides,  giving 
very  complete  information  respecting  most  of  them. 
Views,  many  of  which  alas  !  no  longer  exist  of  the 
New  River,  the  Lea  and  the  Wandle  were  shown, 
and  a  large  amount  of  historical  and  topographical 
mformation  imparted  in  a  chatty  and  agreeable 
way.  Views  of  the  Thames  of  course  were 
exhibited,  and  the  lecturer  dwelt  lovingly  on  bits 
of  Old  Battersea,  Bermondsey,  Chelsea,  Lambeth, 
&c.  Not  only  was  English  scenery  shown,  but 
splendid  views  of  Norway,  Switzerland,  and 
Western  Australia  were  given.  Portraits  of 
celebrated  men  (most  of  whom  were  good  anglers) 
such  as  Walton,  Cotton,  Professor  Fawcett  J.  t' 
Macnamara,  P.  Thornton,  &c.,  were  thrown  on 
tlie  sheet,  and  something  new  was  said  about  each. 
Ihe  lecturer  in  showing  views  on  the  Wandle 
stated  that  it  was  regrettable  to  learn  that  this 
once  noted  trout  stream  is  now  actually  scheduled 
by  the  London  County  Council  as  a  common 
sewer  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  Mr.  Bursill  for  his  able  lecture  and  grand 
assortment  of  views.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  closed  the  meeting.— F.  G.  Eldred. 
Piscatorial  Society — 

Colonel  Graham  Gordon  was  chairman  cf 
Monday's  meeting,  and  made  the  gratifying 
announcement  that  the  society  had  secured  a 
further  stretch  of  the  Lambourn  at  Newbury  for 
the  use  of  members.  This  new  fishing  extends 
from  the  railway  bridge  almost  adjoining  the 
society  8  present  holding  up  to  the  cottages 
above,  and  will  form  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
present  excellent  water  the  society  has  at  New- 
bury. It  will  in  all  probability  be  open,  with  the 
rest  of  the  Lambourn  fishing,  on  April  10  (Good 
Friday).  Members  are,  however,  reminded  that 
it  wOl  be  necessary  for  them  to  hold  the  1903 
permit  before  they  are  entitled  to  fish  the  water. 
Few  experiences  were  given  on  Monday,  but  Mr. 
H.  Gibson  Poole  reported  having  landed  and 
returned  two  trout  at  Uxbridge,  one  being  a  fine 
fish  of  31b.  8oz.  in  weight.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher, 
m  Hertfordshire,  fished  in  a  gale  of  wind  but  took 
a  dozen  roach.  He  and  a  friend  with  him  took 
seven  different  kinds  of  fish,  including  bleak  and 
gudgeon,  rather  unusual  catches  at  this  time  of 
the  year. — Hon.  Sec. 


Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers— 

On  March  13  Dr.  F.  Ward  provided  both  in- 
struction and  entertainment  for  the  members  by 
giving  a  lecture  on  British  fresh-water  fish  illus- 
trated by  over  fifty  splendid  photographs  'taken 
from  life.  Mr.  E.  Stewart  was  in  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Frank  Woolnough  at  the  lantern.  Dr.  Ward 
first  briefly  dealt  with  the  structure  of  fish  the 


character  and  function  of  the  fins.  He  lucidly 
described  the  reproduction  of  fish,  and  photo- 
graphs were  shown  of  trout  and  perch  actually  in 
the  act  of  hatching.  The  early  life  history  of  the 
salmon  family  was  illustrated.  Dr.  Ward  then 
dealt  with  the  various  forms  of  fish  food,  and 
showed  how  the  mouth,  throat,  and  teeth  of 
various  fish  were  adapted  to  their  peculiar  food. 
Several  interesting  slides  were  shown  to  illustrate 
the  protective  coloration  and  markings  in  fish  ; 
peculiar  attitudes  and  methods  of  showing  agita- 
tion, excitement,  and  repose  were  also  illustrated. 
Many  other  matters  of  interest  from  an  angler's 
point  of  view  were  touched  upon.  A  discussion 
followed,  being  maintained  by  the  chairman, 
Messrs.  J.  Burkitt,  Wm.  King,  T.  Crisp,  and  R. 
Collard,  all  of  whom  addressed  several  questions 
to  the  lecturer  which  elicited  useful  and  interest- 
ing replies.  The  best  thanks  of  the  society  wore 
accorded  Dr.  Ward  (the  lecturer),  and  to  Mr. 
Woolnough  for  manipulating  the  lantern. — H.  C. 
Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 

Matlock  and  Cbomfobd  Angling  Association — 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  was  held  at 
the  Devonshire  Hotel,  Matlock  Bath,  on  March  21, 
when  Major  Roe  (of  Derby)  occupied  the  chair. 
The  president,  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwright,  vice-president, 
Mr.  A.  S.  Marsden  Smedley,  chairman  of  com- 
mittee, T.  J.  Hodson,  treasurer  and  hon  .sec,  Mr. 
H.  Cooper,  with  the  old  committee  and  a  sub- 
committee, were  re-elected,  as  well  as  a  few  hon. 
members.  The  treasurer  and  hon.  sec,  Mr.  H. 
Cooper,  presented  the  accounts  for  the  past  year. 
The  hatchery  has  nowevery  tray  full  of  brown  trout 
fry  from  ova  obtained  from  the  Solvvay  Fishery 
Co.,  and  they  are  in  good  condition  and  promise 
well.  There  are  also  a  fine  lot  of  two-year-old 
trout  in  the  rearing  tanks  which  will  be  turned 
into  the  river  in  May,  and  thus  keep  up  the  large 
stock  of  fish  in  the  association's  water.  It  is  also 
well  known  that  there  is  a  large  number  of  grayling 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  this  water.  From  divers 
causes  nine  members  had  resigned  during  the 
past  year,  and  this  number  were  elected  as  new 
members  from  the  list  of  applicants  in  the  hands 
of  the  secretary,  thus  keeping  the  number  of 
members  at  fifty,  the  limit.  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Hare  to  the  treasurer 
and  hon.  sec.  Mr.  Cooper  responded,  and  the 
members  separated,  filled  with  the  bright  hopes 
for  the  coming  season's  enjoyment  and  sport  on 
the  banks  and  in  the  waters  of  the  lovely  Derby- 
shire Derwent. — J.  H. 


LOCH  MAEBE. 


The  origin  of  the  name  of  Loch  Maree  is  not 
clear.  Some  suppose  it  is  derived  from  the  Virgin 
Mary,  seeing  it  is  usually  styled  St.  Mary's  Loch. 
Others  derive  it  from  an  early  saint,  St.  Malrube  or 
Malruve,  who  planted  a  Christian  colony  in  Apple- 
cross,  and  died  on  the  little  island  just  noticed. 
Others  again  say  it  is  named  after  St.  Maree,  a  holy 
man  who  came  all  the  way  from  lona,  and  spent 
his  hfe  among  the  rude  inhabitants  teaching  them 
the  doctrines  of  an  early  Christianity,  then  happily 
free  from  many  modern  additions. 

If  Loch  Maree  be  celebrated  for  its  beauty,  it  is 
also,  though  not  perhaps  equally,  celebrated  for  its 
fishing.  Salmon  and  trout  are  very  abundant  in 
its  waters,  more  especially  the  latter,  which  com 
prise  both  yellow  and  sea-trout.  At  Kinlochewe 
Hotel,  at  the  south  end  of  the  loch,  and  at  Loch 
Maree  Hotel,  where  we  put  up,  boats  and  boatmen 
are  supplied  on  reasonable  terms,  and  on  favourable 
days  very  good  sport  is  obtained.  Yellow  and  green 
flies  are  best,  with  phantom  minnow  for  trolling 

Loch  Maree  is  fed  from  many  rivers  and  mountain 
streams,  such  as  the  Garie  and  the  Grudic,  near 
Kinlochewe,  and  the  Talladale,  near  Loch  Maree 
Hotel,  all  of  which  afford  fine  sport  to  the  angler. 
The  river  Ewe  flows  out  of  it  into  the  sea  at  Loch 
Ewe,  where  capital  fishing  is  also  to  be  had. 

The  visitors  during  our  visit  numbered  about  a 
score,  and  were  chiefly  Englishmen  with  their 
families,  attracted  by  the  fame  of  the  loch  and  the 
fishing,  etc.  The  hotel  seemed  to  partake  largely  of 
the  nature  of  a  private  family  hotel ;  and  for  one 
thing  they  keep  very  early  hours  there. 

We  can  only,  in  conclusion,  say  that  all  who 
desire  to  see  Nature  as  they  have  never  seen  her 
before,  and  to  enjoy  themselves  as  they  never  have 
done  before  icannot  do  better  than  follow  our  foot- 
steps, and  visit  Loch  Maree  when  the  season  again 
comes  round.  They  will  find,  like  Sheba  with 
Solomon,  that  the  beauties  of  the  scenery  have  not 
half  been  told,  nor  the  grandeur  and  sublimity  half 
described— that,  in  fact,  they  baffle  description,  and 
must  be  seen  with  a  man's  own  eyes  to  be  even 
faintly  realised. — Northern  Ensign. 
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growings  bp  l^c  iBag. 

Fish  are  stupid/  Are  they?  Well.'  they  don't 
employ  lawyers  or  doctors — and  none  oj  them  write 
for  the  Press.  Z, 


Competitors  to  the  number  of  836  on  the  Lea  on 
March  22 — a  record  for  the  A.B.S.  A  lovely  morn- 
ing, but  the  wind  too  high  for  successful  fishing. 
The  day  raised  the  wind  for  the  Society's  funds,  so 
the  light  creels  caused  few  tears.  I  was  pleased  to 
see  friends  Barber,  Woodruff,  Wade,  Levien, 
Medcalf,  F.  Gray  and  other  officials  take  all  the 
hard  work  in  their  old  cheerful  manner,  and 
although  the  Stewards  did  not  carry  the  collection 
boxes  up  and  down  the  banks  the  collection  did  not 
suffer.  Only  forty-three  prizes  were  taken,  so 
there  are  sixty-five  to  be  fished  for  on  March  29,  on 
which  occasion  the  G.E.  Ry.  will  again  courteously 
run  a  special  9  o'clock  train.  May  the  weather  be 
fine  and  the  sport  good. 


I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  being  elected  a  life 
member  of  the  Briny  Anglers'  Association,  and 
I  can  tell  the  worthy  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Poole,  that 
I  am  proud  of  the  fact.  The  B.A.A.  mean  to  do 
big  thmgs  !  On  June  7  they  will  hold  a  sea  fishing 
competition  for  rod  and  line,  "open  to  all  England," 
at  Littlehampton.  "Bank  only."  "  I  know  a  bank," 
but  it  is  not  exactly  old  Britain's  coast  line  of  cliff 
and  rock,  which  becomes  a  mere  "bank"  in  the 
eyes  of  the  "Briny  Anglers,"  who  would  think 
nothing  of  ground-baiting  the  English  Channel  or 
using  whales  for  bait.  I  shall  be  at  Littlehampton 
on  J une  7.  The  place  will  be  known  as  Bighampton 
after  the  visit  of  us  "Briny  Anglers." 


Another  excellent  concert  was  given  by  Ye  01  de 
Porte  Musical  Society  on  Tuesday  evening.  Messrs. 
F.  H.  Chettle,  T.  C.  Winchcombe,  and  other  members 
of  the  committee  must  have  worked  hard  to  get  up 
such  a  splendid  programme.  The  Ariel  Vocal 
Quartette  contributed  lovely  part-songs.  There 
was  a  fine  orchestra,  and  such  clever  artists  as 
Mr,  J.  Newton,  Mr.  Gee,  Mr.  D.  Martin,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Haddon,  Mr.  Gus  Sims,  and  others  were  received 
with  immense  applause.  There  will  be  another 
concert  on  April  14,  when  Mr.  Beresford,  a  warm 
friend  of  the  Society,  will  preside. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  has  been  very  busy  with  the 
lantern  lately — not  looking  for  an  honest  man  like 
old  friend  Diogenes,  but  delighting  honest  anglers. 
With  Mr.  Frank  Newton  as  chairman — and  a  good 
chairman  too— Mr.  Wade  gave  "A  Fishing  Ramble 
in  Kent  "  to  an  enthusiastic  gathering  at  the  Nag's 
Head,  Walthamstow.  There  was  a  good  collection 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  His  lecture  was  also  given 
with  great  success  to  the  Bermondsey  Bros.  A.S., 
at  the  King  of  Prussia,  Tooley- street.  Mr.  W.  W. 
Parkinson,  president,  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Piggott  as  M.C.  over  a  capital  concert  and  liberal 
collection. 


Dogfish,  which  occasionally  plague  the  British 
fishermen,  appear  to  have  become  a  veritable 
nuisance  on  the  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia,  where  it  is 
said  they  are  threatening  the  ruin  of  the  fisheries, 
although  scarcely  seen  twenty  years  ago.  Last 
year  they  even  appeared  on  the  Grand  Banks.  The 
fishermen  propose  to  ask  the  Dominion  Government 
for  a  bounty  of  thirty  dollars  a  ton  for  all  the  dog- 
fish they  capture. 


A  correspondent  writes: — "I  was  fishing  with 
a  spinning  bait  in  a  large  piece  of  water  connected 
with  one  of  the  paper  mills  at  Wooburn,  in  Bucks, 
when  I  hooked  a  large  fish,  which  eventually  broke 
away.  This  was  in  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon 
I  tried  a  ledger  bait,  and  succeeded  this  time  in 
landing  a  pike  over  41b.  I  took  it  home,  and  gave 
it  to  my  cook  to  dress  for  dinner.  With  a  great 
exclamation  of  surprise,  she  came  to  tell  me  that 
its  inside  was  full  of  fish-hooks.  On  examining  it, 
I  found  my  gudgeon  with  thirteen  hooks  twisted 
round  its  body  after  the  manner  of  spinning  tackle. 
I  caught  many  a  fish  afterwards  with  these  very 
same  hooks." 


Earthquakes  in  England  are  always  unexpected 
and  seldom  serious.  The  one  chronicled  in  the 
Midlands  on  Tuesday  was  probably  due  to  "an 
adjiistment  or  slight  slip  upon  the  line  of  some  pre- 
existing fracture  or  fault  in  the  crust  of  the  earth." 
This  shall  not  occur  again.  The  authorities  should 
know  that  it  puts  people  to  serious  inconvenience 
and  makes  them  nervous.  I  know  several  anglers 
who,  on  account  of  the  earthquake,  ordered  potent 
liquor  instead  of  theii-  usual  cup  of  tea. 


A  LowESTOX'T  fishing-boat  on  her  maiden  trip 
secured  in  one  night  three  lasts  of  mackerel,  which 
realised  £275. 


A  notification  has  been  received  by  the  Life- 
Saving  Society  tha<v  his  Majesty  the  Iving  has  con- 
sented to  bestow  his  patronage  on  that  body.  This 
is  a  further  instance  of  the  interest  he  has  taken  in 
swimming,  as,  earlier  in  the  year,  he  presented  a 
handsome  silver  cup  for  open  competition  amongst 
swimmers.  Every  angler  should  be  a  swimmer, 
especially  now  it  is  known  that  proficiency  in  the 
art  of  natation  is  pleasing  to  Edward  VII. 


The  latest  fish  story  I  have  seen  from  America  is 
not  one  of  the  worst.  Here  it  is: — "  Chas.  O. 
Bates,  attorney,  Tacoma,  is  not  much  of  a  fisher- 
man, but  he  likes  to  tell  fishing  stories  which  he 
has  told  so  many  times  that  he  has  begun  to  believe 
them  himself.  His  one  big  story  is  to  the  effect 
that  he  went  fishing  in  a  Pacific  coast  fog  so  thick 
that  he  couldn't  see  the  creek.  He  caught  fish  right 
along  until  the  fog  began  to  lift,  and  then,  to  his 
amazement,  he  found  himself  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  water  !  He  declares  the  fish  were 
swimming  about  in  the  fog  feeding  on  Spook-joo 
bugs  in  the  Koojoo  bushes,  but  the  people  who  were 
with  him  say  they  think  his  glasses  were  on  crooked." 


The  weight  of  fish  delivered  at  Billingsgate  in 
February  was  14,050  tons,  of  which  11,508  tons 
came  by  land  and  2,542  tons  by  water.  The  fish 
seized  included  coalfish  (three  tons),  cockles  (three 
tons),  cod,  crabs,  dogfish,  eels,  escallops  (three  tons), 
haddocks,  herrings,  mullet,  mussels  (four  tons),  peri- 
winkles, plaice,  salmon,  shrimps,  skate,  sprats, 
whelks,  whitebait,  and  whitings. 


Trout  Fishing. 

Now  when  the  first  foul  torrent  of  the  brooks. 
Swelled  with  the  vernal  rains,  is  ebbed  away. 
And,  whitening,  down  their  mossy-tinctured  stream 
Descends  the  billowy  foam :  now  is  the  time. 
While  yet  the  dark- brown  water  aids  the  guile, 
To  tempt  the  trout.    The  well-dissembled  fly. 
The  rod  fine-tapering  with  elastic  spring, 
Snatched  from  the  hoary  steed  the  floating  line, 
And  all  thy  slender  watery  stores  prepare. 

J.  Thomson. 


Kingstown  Harbour  is  becoming  famous  for  the 
antics  of  a  couple  of  porpoises  which  have  been 
disporting  themselves  there  for  some  months  to  the 
amusement  of  the  people.  They  have  developed  a 
great  attachment  lor  the  mail  steamer,  waiting  for 
it  outside  the  harbour  at  the  ajipointed  time,  and 
gamboling  around  it  as  they  accompany  it  to  the 
landing  stage.  They  rarely  take  any  notice  of 
other  vessels.  Of  course  not,  they  get  their  copies 
of  the  F.G.  by  that  mail  steamer. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Colebrook  Angling 
Society  a  first-rate  concert  was  given  at  the  Gerrard 
Arms,  Islington.  Messrs.  F.  Grey  and  F.  Newton 
presided.  The  challenge  shield  was  on  view,  and 
Mr.  W.  Barber,  the  able  secretary  of  the  A.B.S., 
gave  some  striking  facts  as  to  the  good  done  by  the 
society. 


Captain  James  Eable,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
made  a  lucky  hit  while  out  on  a  whaling  expedition. 
From  a  single  sperm  whale  he  realised  over  £20,000. 
It  was  not  the  ninety  barrels  of  oil  which  gave  tne 
leviathan  its  extraordinary  value,  but  within  the 
whale's  vast  interior  there  was  found  a  solid  piece  of 
ambergris  weighing  7801b.  This  was  the  largest 
single  piece  of  ambergris  ever  found,  and  that  it 
came  from  one  lone  whale  made  the  discovery  more 
interesting  to  the  scientific  woi-ld,  The  ambergris 
was  sold  in  separate  pieces  for  £20,000,  and  the  oil 
fetched  about  £800.  Ambergris  is  a  concretion 
formed  only  in  the  intestines  of  the  sperm  whale, 
and  is  sometimes  foimd  fioating  on  the  surface  of 
the  sea — like  pumice  stone — -near  where  tiie  animal 
cruises.  It  was  formerly  used  in  medicine,  but  is 
now  dissolved  in  alcohol  and  used  as  a  base  in 
perfumes,  rendering  them  more  lasting. 


This  is  how  they  "  stuff  "  haddocks  in  America: 
"  A  51b.  haddock  with  head  and  tail  left  on.  Clean, 
wipe,  rub  with  salt,  stuff,  and  sew.  Gash  two 
inches  apart  on  each  side.  Skewer  into  shape  of  S 
and  put  it  on  a  fish  sheet.  Rub  with  soft  butter, 
put  strips  of  pork  in  the  gashes,  and  on  the  pan, 
dredge  with  flour,  add  no  water,  bake  one  hour, 
basting  often.  Remove  to  hot  platter,  and  serve 
with  Hollandaise  sauce  poured  around  the  fish ; 
Saratoga  patatoes  and  parsley  garnish.  . 


Sardines,  the  absence  of  which  produced  so 
much  distress  on  the  West  Coast  of  France  last 
year,  have  recently  appeared  off  the  coasts  of 
Prussia.  The  fact  is  in  all  probability  due  to 
unusual  conditions  in  the  movements  of  ocean 
water  off  the  coasts  of  Europe.  Southern  fish  such 
as  the  mackerel  annually  visit  the  south  coast  of 
Norway,  travelling  round  the  north  of  Scotland. 
The  sardine,  or  pilchard,  does  not  usually  migrate 
so  far  to  the  north,  though  occasional  specimens 
have  been  taken  on  the  east  coast  of  Britain.  But 
at  the  end  of  June  last  year  the  Meteorological 
Office  recorded  unusually  warm  water  off  Stornoway 
and  the  West  of  Ireland,  and  it  is  possible  that  for 
some  reason  or  other  warm  Atlantic  water,  instead 
of  striking  the  Bay  of  Biscay  and  the  entrance  of 
the  English  Channel,  passed  northwards  towards 
Norway.  This  may  be  the  explanation  of  the 
extraordinary  behaviour  of  the  sardines. 


Auntie  (to  little  Tommy,  who  has  returned  from 
his  first  day  at  school):  "What  did  you  learn?" 
Tommy:  "  Didn't  learn  anything."  Auntie:  "What 
did  you  do?"  Tommy:  "Didn't  do  anything. 
There  was  a  woman  there  who  wanted  to  know 
how  to  spell  '  cat,'  and  I  told  her." 


A  MAN  one  day  jjassing  a  pond  saw  a  boy  in  it 
struggling  to  get  out,  and  after  assisting  him  to  do 
so,  asked  the  lad,  "How  did  you  come  to  fall  into 
the  pond?"  The  reply  was,  "  I  did  not  come  to 
fall  into  the  pond ;  I  came  to  fish  in  it !  " 


The  following  lines  are  dedicated  to  some  fisher- 
men whose  names  need  not  be  mentioned  : — 
But  he  started  me  a-thinkin' :    When  you  fish,  as 

fish  you  will. 
Be  a  sport  and  not  a  butcher;  try  to  catch  an' 

not  to  kill ; 

Keep  enough  to  serve  your  eatin',  let  the  surplus 
fellers  go  ; 

Send  the  small  ones  to  their  mothers — give  em' 

time  to  fat  and  grow. 
An'  when  pullin'  in  the  fishes  don't  be. slow  to 

recollect 

To  secure  'em  in  a  maimer  not  to  forfeit  their 
respect. 


"Bobbie,  did  you  know  I  was  going  to  marry 
your  sister?"  "Oh,  yes.  When  did  you  find  it 
out  ?  " — Life. 


The  porpoise  is  found  in  many  seas,  but  nowhere 
in  such  quantities  as  in  the  Indian  Ocean.  Like 
whales,  they  are  mammals.  They  are  usually  seen 
in  sv/arms  or  "schools,"  which  often  accompany 
ships  for  considerable  distances.  There  is  but  little 
doubt  that  the  porpoise  is  naturally  curious.  A 
"  school "  sees  a  new  and  strange  sight  in  the  shape 
of  a  ship,  and  turns  aside  to  behold  the  wonder. 
A  writer  in  the  Times  of  India  remarks  that  no 
observer  can  fail  to  be  impressed  by  the  graceful 
movement  of  the  porpoise,  and  also  by  the  great 
speed  at  which  it  travels  through  the  water.  For 
hours  a  porpoise  will  keep  pace  with  a  steamer, 
crossing  and  recrossing  her  bows  with  the  greatest 
impunity.  Sometimes  a  "school"  of  porpoises 
advances  in  Indian  file.  In  such  a  case,  seen  from 
a  distance,  they  look  like  an  enormous  sea-serpent, 
each  revolving  porpoise  appearing  like  a  coil  of  the 
serpent's  body. 


I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  responding  for  "  The 
Press  "  on  several  occasions  lately.  One  gentleman 
gave  the  toast  as  follows,  embodying,  as  will  be 
seen,  some  good  advice  :  "  Gentlemen  of  the  Press, — 
In  promulgating  your  esoteric  cogitations  or  articu- 
lating your  superficial  sentimentalities  and  amicable, 
philosophical,  or  psychological  observations,  beware 
of  platitudinous  ponderosity.  Let  your  loquacious 
communications  possess  a  clarified  conciseness,  a 
compacted  comprehensibleness,  coalescent  con- 
sistency, and  a  concatenated  cogency.  Eschew 
all  conglomerations  of  flatulent  ga  rulity  and 
jejune  babblement.  Let  your  extemporaneous 
descantings  and  unpremeditated  expatiations  have 
intelligibility  and  veracious  vivacity,  without  rho- 
domontade  or  thrasonical  bombast.  Sedulously 
avoid  all  polysyllabic  profundity,  pompous  pro- 
lixity, psittaceous  vacuity,  ventriloquial  eccen- 
tricity and  vaniloquent  vapidity.  Shun  double- 
ententes,  prurient  jocosity,  pestiferous  profanity, 
obcurant  or  apparent,  and  never  be  intoxicated 
with  the  exuberance  of  your  own  verbosity ;  in 
other  words,  talk  plainly,  briefly,  naturally,  sen- 
sibly, truthlully,  purely.  Don't  put  on  airs  ;  say 
what  you  mean  ;  mean  what  you  say.  And  don't 
use  big  words  !  " 

*  «  »  ♦  • 

On  this  occasion  I  did  not  respond.  I  was  told 
not  to  use  big  words.  Little  ones  would  have  made 
no  effective  reply,  so  I  was  dumb.  Dragnet. 
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Provinelal  flflgling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Trades  Exhibition  opens  on 
Monday  (March  30),  when  the  chief  attraction  from 
an  angler's  point  of  view  will  be  the  display  of 
specimen  fish  caught  by  the  members  of  the  Bir- 
mingham and  Provincial  Angling  Associations. 
The  show  this  year  will  be  better  than  ever,  as 
Mr.  Rabone  informs  me  that  he  has  already  received 
entries  for  near  upon  three  hundred  cases  for  the 
Birmingham  section,  and  Mr.  Miller  has  also 
received  a  large  number  for  the  P. A.  A.  When 
the  whole  of  the  cases  have  been  got  together 
they  will  present  a  grand  sight;  the  judging 
will  take  place  at  an  early  date.  The  prize  list 
will  be  augmented  and  free  passes  will  be  given  to 
all  exhibitors,  and  also  to  the  presidents  and  secre- 
taries of  the  clubs  who  send  in  their  fish.  The  pa?t 
season  has  been  one  of  the  best  for  some  years  past, 
pike  fishing  having  been  above  the  average  both  in 
private  and  public  water-?.  On  Saturday  (March  21 ) 
some  good  fish  were  taken  from  a  private  pool 
near  tj  the  city.  A  gentleman  fishing  the  river 
Leam,  near  to  Leamington,  succeeded  in  taking 
sixteen  pike ;  four  of  the  fish  weighed  over 
121b.,  the  largest  being  ISJlb.  Two  of  the  pantomime 
artistes  engaged  at  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Theatre 
accompanied  by  Mr.  A.  Bushell,  of  the  Gaiety 
Music  Hall,  had  a  good  day's  sport  on  Wednesday, 
March  18.  They  took  over  801b.  of  pike,  the 
heaviest  fish  weighing  14ilb.  Some  good  perch 
have  also  been  taken  by  local  anglers,  but  they 
were  very  heavy  in  spawn.  The  large  Aston 
Britannia  Society  held  their  annual  dinner  on 
Wednesday  evening,  March  18,  at  the  Holt 
Hotel,  Aston,  when  a  very  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent  During  the  evening  the  prizes 
for  specimen  fish  were  given  out;  Mr.  E. 
Carney  took  first  prize  for  roach,  his  fish  weighing 
lib.  4Joz.  Mr.  J.  Bryan  was  first  for  perch,  lib.  3oz  ; 
Mr.  E.  Eccleston  first  for  chub,  of  31b.  6oz. ;  and 
Mr.  J.  Evans  succeeded  in  capturing  the  pike  prize 
with  a  fish  of  131b.  The  trout  fishing  prospects  will 
this  year  be  above  the  average,  but  the  rivers  are 
still  out  of  condition.  Mr.  T.  Coles  has  been 
re-elected  a  member  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Now  that  the  coarse  fishing  season  is  over  anglers 
are  turning  their  attention  to  the  trout  streams, 
but  as  yet  practically  nothing  has  been  done  in  this 
direction  owing  to  the  flooded  condition  of  the 
streams.  Last  week  rain  fell  very  heavily,  and  this 
put  the  waters  in  such  a  state  of  flood  that  those 
who  had  made  arrangements  to  inaugurate  the 
season  had  perforce  to  abandon  the  idea.  There 
has  been  a  further  downfall  this  week,  and  the 
streams  are  yet  so  highly  discoloured  and  are 
running  so  rapidly  that  a  commencement  of  the 
sport  this  week  is  almost  entirely  out  of  the  question. 
From  most  waters,  however,  come  satisfactory 
reports  as  to  the  prospects.  For  the  past  two  or 
three  seasons  the  spring  months  have  been  so 
excessively  cold  that  it  has  been  the  middle  of  May 
and  the  beginning  of  June  before  some  trout  rods 
have  made  astait.  Just  now,  h-iwever.  the  weather 
is  more  true  to  its  traditions,  and  if  these  conditions 
contmue  trout  fishing  will  pretty  generally  com- 
mence as  soon  as  the  waters  have  recovered  from 
the  rainfall. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  brace  of  nice  trout  were  taken  last  week- 
end on  the  Driffield  Canal,  one  of  which  scaled  close 
upon  21b.,  caught  near  Wansford.  Several  very  nice 
f  sh.  and  in  grand  condition,  have  also  been  taken 
\^^}}^  Hempholme  district  of  the  river  Hull ;  and  at 
Wilfholme,  Aike  Beck,  and  Arram  Beckend  odd 
very  good  fish  have  beensecured  with  swimming  the 
worm.  In  the  sheltered  parts  of  the  river  there  is 
a  fair  hatch  out  of  early  flies,  therefore  if  the  weather 
becomes  milder  prospects  are  very  good,  for  the 
nver  is  m  first-class  condition  for  operations  either 
above  or  below  the  locks.  Flounders  and  eels  ar^ 
not  yet  much  on  the  move,  but  as  the  weather  gets 
milder  these  migratory  fish  will  visit  their  old  haunts 
atd  sport  will  be  plentiful  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the 
Hull,  which  is  noted  for  large  flounders  and  eels  in 
the  lower  districts  between  Weel.  Wawne  and  Duns- 
well.  The  River  Hull  Angling  Association  held  their 
annua  distribution  of  prizes  for  specimen  fish  at 
the  V\  hite  Horse  Hotel. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Latchford  Angling  Society  are  arrangino-  for 
a  Jbig  social  event  in  the  Parish  Room  on  Aprfl  16 
Ihe  number  of  mounted  fish  entered  from  War- 
nngton  in  the  Birmingham  Show  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  town.    The  Association  Committee 


are  noted  for  a  meeting  on  April  3.  There  is  a  great 
demand  for  the  yearbook  published  by  the  assistant 
secretary  gratis,  but  not  post  free  ;  a  Id.  stamp 
should  be  enclosed  when  applying  for  one.  For  a 
good  and  enthusiastic  lot  of  fishermen  go  to  Liver- 
pool ;  beyond  this  no  notice  can  be  taken  owing 
to  space.  In  every  club  they  are  stirring,  and 
the  coming  season  will  be  a  very  busy  one. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Lune  Fishery  Board 
there  was  some  rather  plain  speaking  by  several  of 
the  members,  and  it  would  appear  that  they  are 
honest  and  fearless  in  speaking  their  minds.  All 
our  rivers,  theRibble,  Lune,  and  Wyre,  with  their  tri- 
butaries, have  suffered  in  consequence  of  high  winds, 
heavy  waters,  and  cold  weather  ;  sixteen  pike  have 
been  netted  from  the  Lune.  At  the  time  of  writing 
these  notes  there  is  every  appearance  of  finer 
weather,  and  consequently  more  inquiry  for  tackle. 
Several  parties  are  organised  for  going  to  far  distant 
resorts,  but  the  bulk  of  our  men  are  for  Wales  and 
the  Border  rivers. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Not  much  of  interest  is  heard  about  the  doings  of 
our  city  rods.  What  with  the  advent  of  close  season 
for  coarse  fish  and  the  near  approach  of  Easter, 
both  of  which  tend  to  apathy,  angling  news  is 
remarkably  scarce.  Two  of  our  locals  are  at  Lake 
Vyrnwy,  and  others  are  getting  ready  to  go.  Next 
Monday  the  Levenshulme  anglers  wind  up  their 
winter  lecture  season  by  a  lecture  from  Mr.  S.  Bos- 
well.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  are  early  in  the  field  with 
their  dates  for  the  championship  series  of  matches, 
June  27  and  28,  July  25  and  26,  and  August  29  and 
30.  Next  Thursday  they  pay  a  visit  to  the  Salford 
Socials  and  join  them  in  a  smoker.  Next  Monday 
the  Bradford  Total  Abstinence  Angling  Club  meet 
to  arrange  their  matches  for  the  season.  The  Ard- 
wick  Anglers  met  on  Tuesday  last  and  disposed  of 
routine  business,  including  congratulating  their 
host  on  his  return  to  health.  In  order  that  no 
disappointment  may  occur  at  Easter,  those  who 
have  neglected  providing  themselves  with  travelling 
cards  should  do  so  at  once,  as  railway  companies 
are  now  very  strict.  Last  night  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  was  held  in  this  city, 
but,  of  course,  too  late  for  insertion.  A  catch  of 
four  trout,  31b.,  is  reported  from  the  Kingfishers' 
trout  water. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  had  a  very  big  water  running  on  the 
Trent,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  bed  of  the 
river  contained  something  like  four  feet  of  extra 
water.  It  is  yet  too  early  to  speculate  on  the 
chances  of  the  salmon  angler.  The  rise  may  have 
brought  up  some  fish,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  majority 
in  the  spring  push  upwards  to  Shardlow  and  King's 
Mills.  As  soon  as  the  river  settles  down  they  ought, 
if  in  evidence,  begin  to  show  themselves.  Mr.  H, 
Benson,  proprietor  of  a  section  of  the  lower  Greet, 
has  turned  three  hundred  two-year-old  trout  into 
the  stream,  and  extra  fish  have  been  placed  in  the 
waters  below  RoUeston  Mill.  The  trouting  season 
ought  to  be  a  very  good  one.  In  the  big  sweep- 
stakes, promoted  by  the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, on  the  closing  dayof  the  legitimate  campaign 
no  fewer  than  thirty-six  valuable  prizes  were  offered 
for  competition,  which  was  held  on  the  society's 
leased  stretch  of  the  Trent  between  Trent  Lock 
and  Sawley.  Miserable  weather  prevailed,  and 
only  four  of  the  prizes  were  won,  namely — 1st  and 
special  for  heaviest  fish  caught,  S.  Millward  ;  2nd, 
H.  Wildgust ;  3rd,  T.  Bestwick  ;  and  4th,  H.' 
Acton.  During  the  close  season  club  anglers  will 
be  allowed  by  the  Midland  Railway  Company  to 
travel  on  their  system  to  the  stations  enumerated 
on  the  privilege  card  for  trout  fishing  purposes  on 
production  of  the  card  and  trout  licence  ;  the  card 
ceased  to  be  operative  on  March  14.  The  conces- 
sion has  been  much  appreciated,  and  the  City 
Waltonians  have  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  H. 
Coxon,  the  local  manager,  for  having  been  the 
means  of  bringing  it  about. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  tremendous  flood  has  been  cariied  dawn  the 
Ouse,  and  its  tributaries  in  the  north  are  all  swollen. 
As  the  Ouse  navigation  authorities  were  deplorinf 
the  absence  of  flood,  which  is  of  great  advantage  in 
removing  obstructions  and  generally  clearing  the 
course  for  traffic,  they  have  found,  in  recent  experi- 
ences, cause  for  satisfaction.  The  Ouse  and  the 
Foss  will  also  be  found  in  the  early  summer  to  have 
benefited,  from  an  angling  point  of  view.  The 
month  of  March  is  not  a  serious  time  with  trout 
fishermen,  but  general  disappointment  will  be 
caused  if  we  had  not  seen  the  end  of  the  existing 
state  of  things  by  Easter. 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstaii's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  since  last  noto.s  has  bei-n  very 
stormy  and  wet  generally  throughout  tlio  country, 
and  sport  was  retarded  in  consequence.    At  Water- 

ville  matters  are  improving,  and  one   angler  a 

local  professional  named  Healy  —  caught  three 
salmon  on  Monday  on  Lough  Currane.  On  the 
Kiilarney  Lakes  fair  .sport  has  been  had  at  salimn, 
but  on  the  rivers  in  this  latter  district  very  little 
has  been  done  owing  to  too  high  waters.  la  Ulster 
and  Connaught  trouting  has  generally  afforded  good 
sport  on  the  principal  waters,  but  salmon  fishinj; 
has  been  nil  at  most  places,  and  poor  at  others,  in' 
those  provinces.  The  Leinster  rivers  on  the  whole 
fished  fairly  well  at  times,  and  some  nice  sport  has 
been  had  at  salmon  on  the  Boyne.  The  Cork 
rivers  afforded  good  sport,  generally  speaking,  the 
best  takes  continuing  to  be  had  on  the  Lee.  Sea 
angling  is  practically  at  a  standstill  everywhere, 
and  is  not  likely  to  be  resumed  anywhere  during 
the  present  week. 


Woies  from  tf)e  ilorfl). 

It  is  confidently  anticipated  that  H.R.H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales  will  be  on  the  Balmoral  water  by 
the  end  of  the  week,  or  at  least  the  beginning  of  the 
next.  The  hills  about  Balmoral  were  covered  with 
.snow  last  week,  and  for  the  time  being  the  fish  were 
"  off  the  ri33."  A  revival,  however,  has  again 
set  in. 

Anglers  on  the  Kincardine,  Aboyne,  and  Glentana 
reaches  of  the  Dee  are  making  a  good  thing  of  it. 
On  the  former  section  fifty  fish  were  creeled-^being 
the  second  best  week  of  the  season — and  on  the 
latter  o\'er  twenty  were  landed. 


Finnock  fishing  on  the  tidals  is  being  successfully 
prosecuted  by  a  daily  increasing  army  of  anglers. 
The  catch  varies  from  half  a  dozen  to  a  dozen 
per  tide. 

An  interesting  case  of  poached  fish  was  before 
the  Coiu"t  at  Aberdeen  last  week,  which  was  un- 
earthed and  followed  up  by  the  officers  of  the  Hon. 
the  Fishmongers  Company  of  London,  bringing 
home  the  charge  with  success  to  the  first  of  a  number 
of  interested  parties,  while  no  doubt  more  will 
follow. 

A  Dundee  combination  has  taken  in  hand  a  new- 
whaling  venture  on  the  west  side  of  Davis  Straits, 
where  stations  will  be  erected  and  worked  by 
Esquimaux.  A  start  will  be  made  in  June,  and 
Mr.  J.  S.  Much,  of  Cumberland  Gulf  fame,  has 
charge  of  the  scheme. 

The  pollution  of  the  Don  in  the  Waterton  district 
is  being  taken  in  hand  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Pirie.  At  least 
a  conference  on  the  subject  was  held  last  week  by 
representatives  from  the  district  committees  closely 
interested  at  the  instigation  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland. 

The  North  and  South  Esks  (Forfar),  the  Don  at 
Kintore,  Inverurie,  Kimnay,  Alford,  the  Ythan 
(tidal),  also  at  Ellon  and  Methlick,  the  Ugie, 
Deveron  (mouth),  Findhorn,  Spey  (mouth),  ami 
Lossie  are  all  good  for  finnock  or  brown  trout  for 
Easter  holiday  anglers  coming  north. 

SPECI.A.L  Scotch. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  50,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 
19,600.— Fish  hook.s.  Patentee:  W.  Guindon,  22, 
South-street,  New  York,  U.S.A.  The 
shank  of  the  hook  is  bent  to  a  rectangular, 
or  it  may  be  an  elliptical,  shape  in  a 
plane  at  right  angles  to  the  plate  of  the 
bend  to  increase  the  chance  of  hooking 
the  fish. 

19,740. — Fish  hooks.  Patentees:  W.  Hardy  and 
J.  J.  Hardy,  Alnwick,  Northumberland. 
To  increase  the  strength  at  the  section 
the  hook  is  made  from  wire  of  elliptical 
section.  The  provisional  specification 
states  that  triangular-section  wire  may 
also  be  used. 

23,598.— Fishing.  Patentee  :  J.  B.  Hall,  132,  River- 
street,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Trolling  tackle. — 
Three  hooks,  the  points  of  which  are  bent 
to  one  side,  are  fixed  to  a  sleeve  free  to 
rotate  on  a  central  wire  to  which  the  lure 
is  attached.  A  similar  triangle  may  be 
mounted  at  the  tail.  The  hooks  thus  spin 
while  the  bait  does  not. 
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Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

Having  largely  increased  the  numbers  of  their  Stock  Fish  are  quoting  low  prices  for 


FROM  WILD  OR  DOMESTICATED  FISH.    See  a/so  advertisement  on  cover. 


HENRY  WHITTY, 

15,  Basnett  Street,  Liverpool. 


^  A  Larg^e  Stock  to 
select  from  of  2, 
3,    and    4  joint 
Rods. 

Insikction  Invitkd. 


GRBENHEAUT  BODS. 
HICKOBY  BODS. 
ASH  BODS. 
MAHOE  BODS. 

CANE  BODS  (Cane  imported  by  H.  Whittj). 
SPLIT  CANE  BODS  (Leonard's  make). 

SPLIT    CANE  (BICYCLE)  BOD,  24  inches,   in  bag 
(5  pieces),  2  tops,  weight  12  ounces,  21/-. 

Reels,  Lines,  Casts,  Flies,  Phantoms,  Baits,  Baskets,  Bags,  Waders, 
Brogues,  Sock?,  Coats,  the  "  Hercules  "  Casts,  &c. 

Rocls  £tnd  Flies  ma.de  osi  lilie  pi^emises. 

MATERIALS  FOR  FLY  MAKIMG  AND  ROD  MAKING.  SEE  PRICE  LIST. 


A  DAY'S  FISHING 


ON  ONE  OF  THE 


FINEST  STRETCHES 

OF  THE  ITCHEN 
fox*  3s3.  6d. 


TO  YACHTSMEN  &  OTHERS 

CANTLEY,  NORFOLK. 


In  the  centre  of  the  Yachting,  Fishing, 
and  Broads  District.  RESIDENCE 
FOR  SALE,  containing  2  Reoex^tion 
Rooms,  Hall,  5  Bedrooms,  Bathroom, 
&c.,  with  Garden  Ground. —  Applv  to 
I    1  uj /lUHiFrrvTi  c         w    i    *     i  George  Fitt  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  50,  Prince  of 

ApplyW.CHALKLEY,TheSquare,Winchester.!  Wales  Road,  Norwich. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish: — 

Trout,  Salmon,  Qrayllngr,  Char,  Bass,  5unflsh,   Pike,  Perch,   Roach.  Dace,  Tench 
Qolden  Orfe,  Oolden  Tench,  Goldfish,  Kels,  Crayfish,  Qudgeon,  Minnows,  Burbot,  &c. 


Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

Also  Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanlcs,  Fish-food,  Apparatus,  and  Advice. 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Qraylingr  limited. 

LARCE  NUMBERS  OF  FINE  PERCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE.   ROACH  UNLIMITED. 


Large 


Address—      XHOI^AS  F0F5O, 
iyia.nox*    Fisbevy,    Caistox?,  X^inoolnslxipe. 

PRICE  LISTS  FREE.  ESTABLISHED  1880. 


THE  IMPROVED  COXON  "AERIAL"  REEL 

(Patent).  Tlie  lightest,  the  most  perfect,  and  the 
most  durable  in  the  world.  This  reel,  manufac- 
tured of  ebonite  and  aluminium,  is  a  veritable 
triumph  of  mechanical  skill,  and  is  adapted  to  ail 
descriptions  of  angling.  Light  quill  iloats  may 
easily  be  thrown  40  yards  with  it.  Ijarge  barrel, 
no  warping,  and  entirely  free  from  complica- 
tions. Prices:  4  in.,  2Gs.  ;  with  Baden-Powell 
Line  Guard,  30s.  ;  with  deep  flange  for  holding 
more  line,  and  line  guard,  30s.  ;  4i  ins.,  with 
line  guard,  35s.  each.  "  Aerials  "  (with  wooden 
l)acks):  3  in.,  witli optional  check,  15.«. ;  3f  in.  do., 
16s. ;  4  in.  do  ,  17s. ;  ii  in.  do.,  19.9.  each.  VVitliout 
check:  4  in.,  14.'*.  Gd.  ;  4i  in.,  16s.  6(1.  each. 
The  reels  are  of  superb  quality,  and  of  exquisite 
finish.  Mr.  R.  B.  MARSTON,  in  "Fishing 
Gazette"  of  November  15,  1902,  says:  "1 
think  it  is  a  great  feather  in  Mr.  Coxon's  cap 
that  his  '  delicate  '  Aerial  Reel  shonld  have  stood 
the  strain  of  a  flglit  with  such  a  gi'and  salmon." 
(Taken  on  Vos  River,  Norway,  in  J  ily,  1902,  and 
weighed  58i  lbs,).— Apply  Henrt  C  )X0N,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham.— My  book, 
"How  to  Catch  Fish,"  Ac,  still  for  sale.  Is.  2d., 
postage  free.    Cash  with  all  orders. 


BEWARE  OF  FRAUDULENT 
IMITATIONS. 

KING'S  NATURAL  (PASTE) 
BAIT, 

White  and  Pink,  is  Sold  Everywhere; 
and  this,  the  original  and  genuine 

KINC'S  ROACH  PASTE 

Has  a  Reputation  of  27  YearS. 


Wm.  KING,  Chemist,  IPSWICH. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.  (LIMITED), 

137,  St.  John  Street  Road ;  1,  2,  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  London,  E.G. 


Telephone-1129  Central, 


Telegrams—"  Fishg-ig,  London." 


Specialities  for  EASTER  TROUT  FISHING. 


THE   LOWNDES  ROD. 


Cane  built,  in  two  or  three  joints,  with  two  tops.  Pitted  in  highest-class  style,  with  corked  handles,  waterproof  suction  joints, 
snake  rings,  and  universal  winch  fittings.    Light  and  well  balanced.    Price  50/-. 


TUE    CABTEB  CASE, 

FOR  CASTS  AND  EYED  FLIES. 
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Wonderful  Value. 

This  Ca.se  is  made  of  pigskin,  with  double  clip 
fastening ;  it  is  fitted  with  four  cast  compartments, 
and  fly  leaves  for  four  dozen  large  and  six  dozen 
small  trout  flies. 


The  CARTER  TROUT  CASTS,  in  7  sizes, 
4x,  3x,  2x,  Ix,  fine,  medium,  stout,  level  or 
tapered.  6/-  per  doz.  Guaranteed  best  on  the 
market. 


TBOVT  LANDING  NETS. 


Ash  ring,  screw  handle,  with  clip  and  net  complete,  4/6. 
The  cheapest  net  of  its  kind  on  the  market. 


FLOATING  FLIES. 

Dressed  as  per  Halford'a  Dry  Ply  Entomology.  2/- per 
doz.  Sample  dozen  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  P.O. 
Refunded  if  flies  are  not  suitable. 


The  JABDINE  TBOUT  BE  EL. 


H  in., 
8/6. 


2f  in., 
9/6. 


3  in.,  10/6. 

The  Jardine  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  durable 
Reels  ever  made.  Its  bored  plates  and  barrel  drum 
allows  of  line  drying  quickly.     Once  USed, 

always  used. 

The  CARTER  DOUBLE  TAPER  FLY  LINE, 

vacuum  dressed,  best  quality  silk,  lissom  and  non- 
kinking.    30  yds.,  7/6.    40  yds.,  9/6. 
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LIVE  BAIT  FISHING  FOR  TARPON 
AT  BILOXI. 

Af  TER  one  solid  week  of  mist  and  heavy  rains, 
to-day,  Feb.  11,  the  wind  blows  from  the  west,  the 
sun  shines  again  and  fair  weather  seems  to  be  an 
assured  fact.  The  storm  drove  the  shrimps  back 
into  tlie  marsh  grass  and  spoiled  the  fishing  pro- 
spects, for  the  shrimp  is  the  king  of  baits  in  these 
waters.  But  after  a  few  of  these  suimy  days  bait 
will  be  plentiful  and  speckled  sea-trout,  Spanish 
mackerel,  redfish,  and  the  tarpon  will  be  biting. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  few  anglers  ever  try  for 
the  tarpon  in  the  vicinity  of  Biloxi,  although  the 
tarpon  inhabits  these  waters  from  March  until 
December.  Only  ten  days  ago  a  tarpon  of  immense 
size  was  seen  to  leap  several  times  from  the  water 
directly  in  front  of  the  hotel  here.  But  a  storm 
arose  that  same  afternoon  and  prevented  any  of 
the  anglers  from  having  a  try  for  him.  One  day  in 
September,  1902,  Mr.  Bovlrdon,  of  Biloxi,  saw 
several  tarpons  leaping  from  the  water  directly  in 
front  of  Captain  Ernest  Desporte's  home,  and, 
jimipmg  into  a  skiff,  Mr.  Bourdon  hooked,  and,  after 
a  fight  of  two  and  a  half  hours,  landed  a  tarpon 
weighing  1371b.  Many  anglers  go  to  Florida  and 
Texas  to  fish  for  the  tarpon  ;  but  Biloxi  certainly 
offers  fine  inducements  to  the  angler  who  is  after 
big  fishes,  for  tarpons  are  actually  captured  from 
the  wharves  that  line  the  water  front  of  Biloxi. 

Captain  Ernest  Desporte,  formerly  harbour 
master  and  now  one  of  the  Government  pilots  at 
Skip  Island,  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  caught 
the  first  tarpon,  with  rod  and  reel,  ever  captured 
at  Biloxi.  In  October,  1893,  R.  V.  R.  Schuyler,  a 
famous  angler  from  New  York,  tried  to  capture  a 
tarpon  at  Biloxi  with  rod  and  reel,  but  failed.  In 
October,  1894,  Captain  Desporte  walked  out  to  the 
end  of  the  wharf,  directly  in  front  of  hi-;  villa,  and 
baited  his  hook  with  a  fat  mullet  which  he  cast  out 
into  the  waters  of  the  bay.  In  a  short  time  a  fish, 
six  feet  four  inches  in  length,  seized  the  mullet  and 
started  for  Deer  Island.  After  Mr.  Tarpon  had 
made  his  first  leap.  Captain  Desporte  realised  that 
he  could  never  successfully  fight  such  a  fish  from 
the  wharf  ;  so,  determining  to  capture  that  fish 
without  aid,  he  jumped  into  a  skiff,  that  the  tarpon 
towed  for  a  distance  of  five  miles  along  the  coast 
of  Deer  Island  before  it  gave  up  the  fight.  Since 
that  time  Captain  Desporte  has  captured  many 
tarpons  in  these  waters. 

I  am  watching  and  waiting  for  the  tarpons  to 
appear  in  this  part  of  the  Gulf  Coast  waters,  after 
which  a  number  of  anglers  intend  to  go  after  them. 
As  the  winter  has  been  of  unusual  mildness,  the 
fishes  are  expected  to  appear  earlier  than  usual  this 
spring. 

Captain  Desporte  I  regard  as  the  most  expert 
angler  upon  the  Gulf  Coast,  and  as  he  is  an  authority 
on  tarpon  fishing,  I  will  give  a  description  of  the 
tackle  lie  uses,  for  the  benefit  of  any  angler  who  may 
desire  to  capture  here  one  of  these  beautiful  fishes. 
The  rod  is  composed  of  one  piece  of  tough  cane, 
seven  feet  long,  with  guide  rings  and  a  brass  tip. 
The  reel  is  large  enough  to  hold  seven  hundred  feet 
of  line  and  has  a  leather  brake.  The  line  must  be 
of  twenty-one-strand  Cuttyhunk.  The  hook  is  a 
regular  tarpon  hook  that  is  attached  to  the  line  by 
a  chain  five  feet  long. 

I  select  as  a  lure  a  live  mullet  weighing  about 
three-quarters  of  a  pound,  which  I  fasten  on  by 
inserting  the  point  of  the  hook  into  the  mouth,  as 
far  as  the  front  of  the  gills,  then  gently  press  open 
and  hold  back  the  gills  while  the  point  of  the  big 
hook  is  passed  outside  the  lower  edge  of  the  gills° 
By  using  a  large  float  placed  three  feet  above  the 
hook,  the  mullet  is  kept  swimming  about  near  the 
surface  of  the  water. 

Allow  your  skiff  to  drift  out  in  the  channel,  and 
when  a  tarpon  seizes  the  mullet  you  will  know  it 
immediately,  for  the  instant  the  big  silver  king  feels 
the  prick  of  the  hook  he  makes  a  terrific  rush  through 
the  water,  then  leaps  liigh  into  the  air,  shaking  his 
liead  vigorously  to  free  himself  from  the  hook.  Now 
keep  cool  and  press  your  thumb  lightly  upon  the 
leather  brake,  to  bring  a  faint  pressure  on  the  line, 
or  it  is  well  to  check  the  first  swift  rushes  but  gently. 
[  always  allow  a  tarpon  plenty  of  line  for  the  first 
twenty  minutes,  keeping  the  line  wet,  as  the  friction 
mused  by  the  line  running  swiftly  through  the  tip 
)f  the  rod  will  often  burn  it  through.  After  the 
irst  half  hour,  I  place  more  pressirre  on  the  brake, 
ind  yet  no  fixed  rule  will  fit  all  cases,  as  there  is 
iuch  a  great  variety  in  the  weight,  strength,  and 
ighting  qualities  of  this  beautiful  fish.  The  scales 
'f  the  tarpon  can  be  made  into  all  sorts  of  pretty 
irnaments. 

Spanish  mackerel  will  take  a  fly -hook,  red  beino- 
he  best  colour,  and  when  the  fishes  are  running 
^ne  can  catch  a  hundred  of  them  in  a  few  hours, 
he  speckled  sea-trout  are  expected  to  put  in  an 
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appearance  at  any  moment,  and  when  they  come 
great  sport  will  be  had,  no  doubt. 

March  is  a  beautiful  month  along  the  Gulf  Coast 
vet  on  account  of  the  continued  warm  weather  f 
look  for  good  fishing  for  mackerel,  tarpon,  and  sea- 
trout  much  earlier  than  usual.  A  number  of  anglers 
from  Chicago  are  here,  preparing  to  make  and  break 
records.— Ed WABD  G.  Taylor  in  American  Field 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS 
Bluebottle.— 1.  Merita  for  particulars  re  Farn 
ham  (see  advertisement  Frensham  Pond).  2  The 
season  for  pike  and  grayling  is  suspended '  until 
June  15.  3.  You  may  use  goldfish  for  bait,  and 
the  size  must  be  left  to  your  discretion 


^Letters  to  the  JBbitox. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

LIGHT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir,— After  a  pause,  which  looked  like 
decease,  the  "  Light  Rod  "  question  has  broken  out 
again  in  your  columns  with  unabated  fury.  The 
letters  in  your  issue  of  March  21  contain  several 
challenges  to  me.  It  is  somewhat  tiresome  to 
reslay  the  slain  in  the  shape  of  thrice-refuted  fal- 
lacies. So  I  hope  your  correspondents  will  excuse 
me  if  after  to-day  I  decline  to  occupy  more  of  your 
space  by  doing  so,  and  that  they  will  not  assume 
from  my  failure  to  reply  that  they  have  scored  a 
victory  of  argument. 

"  Lower  Test  "  asks  "  What  is  the  good  of  light 
rods  ?  The  question  shows  he  has  never  handled  a 
first-rate  one.  The  very  handling  of  one,  so  frail  to 
look  at,  yet  so.marvellously  full  of  life  and  courage,  is 
a  delight  m  itself  ;  and  the  triumph  of  handling  a  big 
fish  on  so  light  a  weapon  adds  immensely  to  the  plea- 
sure of  fishing.  I  can  assure  him  he  immensely 
underrates  the  power  of  these  6oz.  rods. 

"  W.  M.  J.  M."  again  seems  to  imagine  that  a 
light  rod  (but  why  does  he  put  it  down  to  3oz.  or  4oz.) 
will  not  put  a  dry-fiy  over  a  fish  fifteen  yards  away 
agamst  a  wind  from  a  crouching  position.  Has  he 
tried  ?  I  recorded  a  24-yard  cast  against  a  brisk 
breeze  a  few  weeks  back,  made  with  a  6oz.  rod  by  a 
man  who  had  never  used  it  or  so  light  a  rod  before 
The  same  rod  put  30  yards  of  line  last  week  in  the 
hands  of  a  friend  of  mine.  "  W.  M.  J.  M."  will  find 
that  the  first-rate  American  light  rods  of  6oz.  for 
10ft.  of  length  have  no  more  weak  places  in  them 
than  rods  of  an  ounce  or  more  to  the  foot  turned 
out  here,  and  are  quite  as  capable  of  work  against 
the  wind  and  of  hustling  a  good  fish. 

"  Scottie  "  also  is  distressed  at  the  idea  of  fishin''- 
trout  in  the  Lyon  with  a  6oz.  rod.  Why  ?  The 
Americans  cast  a  spoon  bait  and  kill  salmon  in  rapid 
rivers  with  lift,  rods  of  Soz.,  and  the  quality  of  the 
smaller  rods  is  every  bit  as  good.  If  he  has  read 
Blr.  Levison  s  article,  I  think  he  must  now  be  rather 
sorry  he  hurried  into  print.  He  utterly  misunder 
stands  "  E.  S.  S.'s  "  remark,  "  After  all  it  is  the 
dry-fly     fishers     that     should     be  considered." 

E.  S.  S."  natiu-ally  lets  the  verdict  for  the  light  rod 
goby  default  in  the  case  of  wet-flv  fishers,  and  only 
claims  a  compromise  in  favour  of  a  heavier  rod  for 
the  dry-fly  fisherman.     I  think  if  '■  Scottie  "  treated 
himself  to  a  6oz.  10ft.  Leonard  he  would  find  himself 
provided  with  a  rod  equal  either  to  wet  or  dry  fly 
work.    The  argument  in  favour  of  the  heavy  rod 
concentrated  upon  dry-fly  considerations  because 
the  case  for  the  heavy  rod  for  wet-fly  work  was  from 
the   outset   hopeless.    "  Scottie  "    says  •— "  Time 
alone  can  prove  their  (that  is,  the  lightVods)  utility 
as  all-round  trout  rods."    Well,  time  has  done  it  in 
America.    The  light  rod  fad  has  there  "  found  its 
own    level,"    the    level    of   practically  universal 
acceptance.    Such  phrases  as  "  they  will  be  capital 
little  things  for  a  day's  samlet  fishing"  and  "  it 
might  come  in  handy  as,  for  instance,  when  a  young 
hopefu   goes  a-fishing  against  the  parental  injunc 
tion,  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  quietlv  (?)  lav  him 
across  a  chair,  turn  down  his  nether  garments,  and 
admmister  a  strikmg  proof  of  affection  "  make  one 
despair  of  the  perceptions  of  one's  countrvmen 
following  as  they  do  on  demonstration  after  demon- 
stration in  your  columns  that  these  light  rods  are 
serious  weapons  capable  of  first-rate  work. 

Well,  I  have  done,  and  I  am  not  going  to  answer 
t^l^T-  ''Tl'^^''^^  °f  correspondents  those  log!c 
is  insufficient  to  protect  them  from  the  perils  of  the 
pehHo  prmc^p^^.  Permit  me,  in  conclusion  to 
four's  ^^uli^^'^^^^       '^^^  -Pl-  to  my  que°rres.^ 

•'  _r     VAL  CONSON. 
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which  had  not  tired  my  wrist  in  the  least  degree.  I 
thought  I  would  try  the  weight  of  my  favourite 
rod,  a  Hardy  Perfection,"  lO.ift.,  steel  centre.  I 
suppose  some  of  your  correspondents  will  call  it  a 
scaffold-polo  when  I  say  the  weight,  with  spoar.  reo! 
and  line,  was  about  20oz.,  without  reel  about  lOAoz' 
Now  as  I  had  used  this  the  whole  day  without 
any  feeling  of  strain,  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  th« 
balance  of  a  rod  is  a  great  factor,  and  that  the  desire 
of  a  very  light  one  is  more  or  less  a  fad. 

I  don't  mean  to  say  that  a  master  of  the  craft  may 
not  do  wonders  with  a  3oz.  or  4oz.  tool,  but  when  I 
am  told  that  such  will  do  all  that  a  more  powerful 
rod  will,  I  fill  another  pipe  and  keep  my  thouehts 
to  myself.  »      ./  » 

The  whole  controversy  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  dis- 
cussion which  took  place  in,  I  think,  the  Field  some 
year  or  so  ago  on  the  weight  of  guns. 

Some  men  found  the  weight  of  their  12-boro8 
fatigumg  in  a  long  day's  tramp,  and  said  that  their 
shooting  in  the  afternoon  fell  off. 

The  makers  brought  out  gims  of  the  same  bore, 
but  lighter,  and  in  some  cases  the  lightness  ap- 
proached very  near  to  the  boundary  line  of  safety. 

Then  some  enthusiasts  went  for  light  16-bore's 
and  others  for  20-bores,  and  narrated  their  favour- 
able experiences  with  the  lighter  artillery.  These 
did  not  surprise  me,  as  I  had  often  witnessed  most 
marvellous  shooting  with  a  20-bore  by  one  who  was 
a  master  of  the  art,  but  when  some  advocates  for 
the  smaller  bore  sought  to  prove  that  a  20-bore  would 
do  all  that  a  12-bore  could,  I  thought  it  was  time  for 
another  pipe. 

I  don't  doubt  that  a  thorough  master  of  the  craft 
will  do  wonders  with  a  4oz.  rod,  but  if  he  wants  one 
to  believe  that  he  can  control  and  kill  a  trout  of  sav 
lib.  as  thoroughly  and  quickly  as  he  could  with  niv 
lOJoz.  Perfection,"  well  then  I  must  fill  my  nine 
again.  '  ' 

My  writing  about  guns  has  called  to  my  mind  an 
old  friend  with  whom  I  often  used  to  shoot  in  mv 
younger  days.  One  season  I  found  he  was  shooting 
with  a  16-bore,  and  seemed  as  deadly  as  ever.  The 
next  year  I  found  he  was  using  a  12-bore  again  I 
asked  why.  ' '  Well, ' '  he  said,  ' '  the  1 6  was  a  hand v 
little  gun  and  certainly  killed  well  ;  I  had  no  fault 
to  find  with  It,  but  I  could  never  get  quite  rid  of  the 
fee  ing  that  I  had  only  a  toy  in  my  hand."  Such  I 
feel  sure,  would  be  my  feeling  with  a  3oz.  or  4oz 
rod,  and  when  I  find  my  old  12-bore  or  my  present 
rod  too  heavy,  I  think  it  will  be  time  to  give  up 
shooting  and  fishing.— Yours  truly, 

A  White-Headed  Novice. 

LIGHT  RODS,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  been  much  interested  in  the 
long  correspondence  re  "Light  Rods,"  and  also  by 
Mr.  C.  G.  Levison  s  letter  in  your  last  issue.  In 
.,%u-.  ^^"^  paragraphs  on  page  196  he  writes  : 
ihis  form  of  creel  sling,  I  believe,  has  been  to 
sonie  extent  used  in  France,  and  probably  in  Eng- 
land and  why  it  has  not  entirely  superseded  the 
single  shoulder  strap  is  rather  strange." 

I'l-^'"-  Pauley's  "Notes  on  Fish  and  Fishing  " 
pubhshed  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co  1877 
on  page  109  he  writes  :  "  Even  the  more  comfortable 
slinging  of  fishing  baskets  has  been  attended  to 
Instead  of  being  made  after  the  old  fashion,  with  a 
a  single  strap  to  lie  diagonally  over  the  chest  and 
back  of  the  angler,  and  ruck  up  his  collar,  to  his 
great  discomfort,  a  strap  or  webbing  is  passed  over 
the  left  shoulder  like  a  deacon's  stole,  while  another 
comes  round  his  waist  and  is  attached  to  the 
shoulder  strap  near  the  basket  by  means  of  a 
spring  swivel  which  he  can  unfasten  in  a  moment 
and  relieve  himself  of  his  load.  By  this  arrange- 
ment, too,  his  right  arm  and  side  are  free  from 
impediment,  and  the  waistband  is  also  available 
for  hanging  his  landing-net  on.  by  means  of  a 
flattened  hook. 

wh"f f ^"""i  ^f,^  ^  *°        ^^^'^'^^y  inquiring 

what  fishing  tackle  maker  had  these  straps  for  sale 
He  replied  that  he  had  forgotten  name  and  address' 
1  then  got  one  made  to  buckle  round  waist,  and 
have  used  this  form  nearly  ever  since  that  time  In 
one  of  the  first  nine  volumes  of  Forest  and  Stream 
there  is  an  account  of  an  angler  using  his  handker- 
chief to  make  the  old  creel  strap  into  one  of  these 
more  modern  straps,  but  at  the  moment  I  cannot 
find  and  quote  it. 

pattern  ^''^  that  several  tackle  makers  supply  this 


Dear  Sir,— I  have  read  a'good  deal  of 'the 
correspondencelin  your  columns  on  the  above 
subject,  and  on  my  return  from  a  day's  fishhic 


Split  cane  or  spliced  cane   rods  (3  pieces)  — 
On  page  108.  Mr.  Manley's  book  refers  tl  TeSing 
been  told  that  in  1851  Earl  Craven  had  one.  which 
had  been  in  the  family  fifty  years,  and  was  still  in 
knieTwitlTit^""'''^^'  '^-^  °f  fi^bhad  been 

If  this  could  be  confirmed,  it  would  settle  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  United  States  or  our 
tackle  makers  origmated  the  split-cane  rod.   I  do  not 
recollect  seeing  this  quoted  in  the  sporting  papers 
When  this  was  being  discussed,  though  I  knew 
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of  Mr.  Manley's  reference  I  did  not  communicate  it. 
Aldred  cannot  now  state  when  they  began  to 
manufacture. 

I  could  tell  you  a  true  story  of  being  bitten  by  a 
pikelet,  which  had  been  caught  over  twenty-four 
hours  previously,  but  being  only  a  small  boy  then, 
can  not  give  you  all  details.  It  was  taken  in  one  of 
the  ballast  ponds,  now  much  filled  up,  north  of 
Peterborough,  on  the  Great  Northern  Railway. — 
Yours  truly,  J-  S.  J. 

THE   LIGHT   ROD  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — The  vast  amount  of  correspondence 
on  the  above  subject  which  has  appeared  in  the 
pages  of  the  Fishing  Oazette  I  have  read,  marked, 
learned,  and  inwardly  digested  with  infinite — no, 
not  exactly  interest — amusement. 

In  spite'  of  the  torrents  of  ink  that  have  been 

shed  and   I   sincerely   hope   and   trust   that  no 

fluid  of  a  more  vividly  brilliant  hue  will  flow — not 
on3  single  grain  of  practical  uti'-ity  has  been  evolved. 
In  my'^  poor  philosophy  the  whole  controversy 
digests  down  hito  the  fact  that  one  party  claims 
that  the  rods  we  habitually  use  are  too  heavy, 
while  the  opposing  party  holds  that  such  is  not  the 
case.  That  was  the  commencement,  is  the  middle, 
and  will  be  the  end — the  Alpha  and  Omega — of  the 
contention. 

The  holding  of  tournaments  or  contests  of  any 
description,  or  the  reference  of  the  whole  matter  to  a 
committee  of  experts,  could  not  be  of  any  value. 
The  most  such  a  committee  could  do  would  be  to 
arrive  at  a  conclusion — if  they  agreed— that  a  rod 
of  a  given  length  should  weigh  a  certain  amount. 
What  then  ?  Who  would  be  influenced  by  such  a 
decision  ?  I  take  it  that  every  man  jack  of  us 
would  suit  himself  just  as  in  the  pi'e-committee 
days.— Yours  truly,  X.  S.  R. 

'Wells,  Norfolk, 

THE  THAMES  AS  A  TROUT  STREAM. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  21  I  notice 
that  both  "  Trout' Fisher  "  and  "  Two  Year  Old  " 
return  to  the  charge  with  regard  to  the  above 
subject.  Replving  to  their  letters  in  the  order  in 
which  they  apjpear,  I  regret  that  "  Trout  Fisher  " 
s'lould  have  considered  the  letters  of  "  Another 
Trout  Fisher  "  and  mys?lf  to  be  illogical,  but  from 
his  last  communication  it  is  evident  that  he  fails  to 
imderstand  our  contentions.  I  can  inform  him  that 
his  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  H.F.I'.A.  has 
turned  pike  into  the  Thames  is  entirely  incorrect. 
Such  a  work  of  supererogation  has  never  been  even 
considered  by  the  officials  of  that  body. 

With  regard  to  those  passages  in  my  letter  which 
he  evidently  fails  to  understand,  as  he  queries  niy 
m -waning,  I  can  only  say  that  the  question,  "  Why 
rain  the  jack  and  general  fishing,  etc.  ?  "  bears  the 
only  possible  meaning  that  the  words  imply,  as  does 
also  the  passage,  "  Against  this  (netting  out  the 
jack,  perch,  and  chub)  we  are  offered  a  certain 
number  of  trout,  etc."  As  a  criticism  of  his  letter 
I  can  only  say,  in  all  courtesy,  that  if  "  Trout 
Fisher"  really" thinks  that  he  has  "shown  that  it 
(jack  and  general  fishing)  would  benefit,"  he 
deserves  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  ease  with 
which  he  convinces  himself  ;  but  his  last  sentence, 
"  I  live  at  a  distance  from  the  river,"  goes  far  to 
discount  his  opinions. 

In  reply  to  "  Two  Year  Old,"  the  meaning  of  the 
phrase  "inexhaustible  supplies"  is  surely  suffi- 
ciently obvious  to  need  no  explanation.  As  to  the 
impossibility  of  trout  passing  through  a  weir  or  mill 
race,  "  Two  Year  Old  "  can  at  once  disabuse  his 
mind,  for  they  both  can  and  do.  As  to  the  public 
grumbling  at  losing  three  miles  of  public  water  out 
t)f  sixty,  surely  he  must  know  human  nature  suffi- 
ciently to  be  perfectly  certain  that  immediately 
on  his  plan  being  put  into  operation  the  aforesaid 
public  would  instantly  discover  that  the  three  miles 
chosen  was  absolutely  the  best  piece  of  hitherto 
public  water  in  the  kingdom. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  have  lived  on  the  river  all  my 
life.  Every  few  years  a  new  discovery  is  made — 
namely,  the  eligibility  of  the  Thames  as  a  trout  river. 
To  such  as  know  it  well  such  an  idea  is  absolutely 
the  last  remnant  of  an  exploded  dream.  Time 
after  time  this  scheme  or  that  has  been  tried,  always 
to  end  in  failure.  Further  there  is  no  reasonable 
ground  for  supposing  that  those  people  who  have 
hitherto  fished  for  Thames  trout  without  success 
would  find  in  larger  quantities  of  the  fish  greater 
ease  in  capturing  a  specimen.  Few  living  creatures 
are  more  influenced  by  their  environment  than  the 
inhabitants  of  our  fresh  waters,  and  the  habits  of 
Thames  trout  are  such  that  the  capture  of  a  large 
fish  will  always  be  looked  back  upon  by  the  fortu- 
nate angler  as  a  red-letter  day  in  his  angling  career. 
.  Yours  truly,  Gerald  M.  Neighbour. 

Dear  Sir, — It  was  not  my  intention  to  enter  into 
a  long  correspondence  on  this  subject,  but  on 


account  of  the  tone  of  portions  of  "  T.  Y.  O.'s  " 
second  letter  I  must  again  write  in  order  to  assure 
him  that  nothing  was  more  remote  from  my  inten- 
tion than  to  be  "  out  of  pax  "  with  him  or  anyone 
else,  unless  it  was  the  other  discourtesy  of  "  sneer- 
ing." If  difference  of  opinion  in  the  one  connection 
an'd  a  statement  of  fact  in  the  other  can  by  any 
means  be  construed,  or  misconstrued,  into  "  out  of 
pax  "  or  "  sneer,"  then  I  must  plead  guilty  ;  but  it 
was  with  superlative  innocence  that  I  used  the 
words  which  were  fated  to  be  met  with  such  mis- 
interpretation as  indicated  by  "  T.  Y.  O.,"  and  if, 
after  this  explanation,  he  consiolers  it  necessary,  I 
tender  my  sincere  apology. 

I  fear  that  "  Trout  Fisher  "  either  misread  my 
letter  or  his  own  ;  having  carefully  weighed  both  in 
my  mind — not  once  only — the  lack  of  logic  in  my 
reply  is  even  now  non-apparent,  bearing  in  mind 
that  I  wrote  on  the  basis  of  his  letter.  But  that, 
again,  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  "  Trout  Fisher  "  is, 
I^find,  completely  wrong  in  his  assertion  that  the 
H.F.P.A.  continually  add  to  the  stock  of  pike. 
Careful  inquiry  of  those  who  hold  the  records  and 
books  of  the  Association  has  elicited  the  fact  that 
not  a  single  pike  has  ever  been  introduced  into  its 
waters  by  the  H.F.P.A. 

I  would  further  point  out  that  "  Trout  Fisher 
was  v\Titing  of  a  reach  of  water  between  Hambleden 
and  Medrnenham  (or  Hurley)  ;  "  T.  Y.  O."  of  a 
reach  between  Marsh  and  Hambleden  ;  and  I  of 
both  reaches  in  turn.  It  is  not  so  much  a  question 
of  yards,  feet,  and  inches,  as  of  practicability  ;  and 
in  'my  humble  opinion  it  is  just  as  impracticable 
to  make  a  trout  stream  of  the  one  reach  as  of  the 
other  ;  still  it  is  a  fact  that  those  best  qualified  to 
know  will  declare  that  trout  have  increased  in  the 
Thames  generally  during  the  past  few  years,  due  to 
three  reasons — namely,  (1)  the  increase  of  the 
retainable  size  to  Ifiin.,  as  compared  with  "  12in." 
or  "  lib.  in  weight  "  ;  (2)  to  restocking  with  trout 
of  wood  size,  as  compared  with  fry  and  small  year- 
lings ;  (3)  to  those  sportsmen  who  kill  no  trout 
under  31b.  weight,  and  in  some  cases  larger.  Since 
last  writing  I  have  made  careful  inquiries  and 
estimates,  and  find,  as  expected,  that  my  first 
figures  of  cost  were  well  xmder  the  mark. 

It  may  interest  Mr.  Neighbour  to  know  that  in 
1892  I  took  on  fly  four  Thames  trout — 51b.,  31b.  7oz., 
31b.  3oz.,  and  31b. — and  have  occasionally  taken  one 
or  two  since,  but  do  not  lay  myself  out  to  fly-fishing 
for  small  ones,  when  81b.  or  101b.  fish  may  be  taken 
by  spinning. 

'Like  "  T.  Y.  O.,"  I  am  a  very  busy  man,  and 
cannot  devote  time  to  correspondence  that  is 
unlikely  to  yield  adequate  return  ;  consequently  I, 
too,  must  forego  the  pleasure  of  writing  more  on  this 
subject,  for  pleasure  it  certainly  is  to  put  pen  to 
paper  on  any  subject  in  connection  with  our  beloved 
praft.  Yours  truly.         Another  Trout  Fisher. 

SALMON  PROTECTION  AND  OTHER 
PROBLEMS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  ii  your  last  issue  you  have 
an  account  of  very  good  sport  in  the  Helmsdale  ; 
one  par.  reads  as  follows  :— "  The  prospects  for  the 
season  are  of  the  bii.Thtest.  The  spirited  action  of 
the  lessees  in  buying  up  the  bag-nets  on  the  coast 
is  likely  to  be  richly  rewarded."  This  is  the  correct 
way  to'  make  a  good  angling  river  buy  up  the  nets. 
No  more  deadly  instruments  than  bag-nets  exist  for 
stopping  salmon  entering  rivers.  Look  at  the  havoc 
they  are  playing  in  Norway— they  have  evidently 
found  the  curse  of  them  there.  Another  interesting 
letter  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  and  your  notes  re 
"  The  Food  of  Salmon  in  the  Sea."  I  may  say  as 
an  old  fisherman  that  the  only  remnants  of  food  I 
ever  saw  in  salmon  were  herring-bones,  and  I  have 
seen  thousands  opened  in  the  last  forty  years,  and 
the  fish  merchants  have  sent  for  me  when  they  have 
one  with  any  remnants  inside.  Of  course,  I  have 
seen  all  sorts  of  funny  things  found  inside  salmon 
and  trout,  but  they  have  been  put  in  by  man  ;  in 
fact,  in  my  younger  days  I  have  had  grand  fun  with 
such  larks,  and  the  theories  of  some  of  the  fishermen 
as  to  how  and  when  the  fish  took  them  and  why  they 
did  so  greatly  amused  me.  Another  letter  signed 
"  Mona,"  referring  to  spring  salmon  in  the  Nith, 
asks.  If  there  are  many  fish  in  the  river  in  early 
December,  clean  and  fresh  run,  what  has  become  of 
them  when  the  season  opens  on  Feb.  25  ?  Why, 
Mr.  Editor,  if  they  are  not  still  in  the  river,  they 
have  been  caught.  Of  this  I  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever. If  your  correspondent  "  Mona  "  will  read 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Calderwood,  Inspector  of 
Fisheries  (Scotland),  page  432,  "  Minutes  of 
Evidence,  Royal  Commission  on  Salmon  Fisheries,' 
he  will  find  that  out  of  fifty-seven  salmon  marked  in 
December,  1896,  and  January,  1897,  in  the  lower 
water  of  the  Spey,  fifty-five  of  thsm  almost  remained 
stationary,  and  were  re-caught  as  long  after  as 
sixty,  eighty,  and  ninety-two  days  after  being 
marked.  °This  raises  a  problem^when  and  where 


do  those  stationary  spring  salmon  spawn  1  The 
miniature  ova  in  them  at  that  time  is  not  larger 
than  a  lady's  little  finger,  and  they  enter  the  river 
at  the  same  time  as  the  full  bellied,  fully  developed 
spawners.  I  have  seen  some  of  these  spring  salmon 
netted  and  caught  in  the  middle  waters  of  the  Luno 
in  August  and  early  September  ;  they  were  more 
like  pike  in  outward  appearance  than  salmon,  and 
when  opened  the  ova  was  still  in  miniature. — Yours 
truly,  T.  G.  Thompson. 

Skerton,  Lancaster. 

FOOD  OF  SALMON  AND  COLOUR  OF  THEIR 
FLESH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  great  interest  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell's  letter  and  your  remarks  in  last 
edition  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  In  my  letter  to  you 
I  stated  that  I  had  examined  900  salmon,  etc.  I 
should  liave  added  that  was  the  gross  number  I 
examined  for  Mr.  Buckland,  which  includes  the  490 
fish  stated  in  Land  and  Water,  March  8,  1886.  The 
examination  of  the  900  occupied  the  seasons  from 
1870  to  1874.  The  490  salmon  were  the  fish  of  one 
season,  1874,  only,  Mr.  Buckland's  wish  beuig  to  find 
out  upon  what  each  fish  fed  on  during  every  month 
they  were  in  season  ;  this  being  done,  the  contents 
were  duly  tabulated  and  forwarded  on  for  Mr. 
Buckland's  private  study. 

Dr.  Cobbold  makes  a  very  just  remark  by  saying 
"  that  he  found  fragments  of  fresh-water  Crustacea 
and  portions  of  a  shrimp  in  one  or  two  out  of  ten 
salmon  he  examined,"  which  is  exactly  as  I  stated. 
It  is  no  use  thinking  that  examining  two  or  three 
salmon  will  prove  anything  ;  they  must  be  examined 
in  numbers,  and  I  think  I  may  lay  claim  to  have 
opened  as  many  salmon  for  the  purpose  of  science 
as  anyone,  and  I  may  say  the  majority  of  the  900 
salmo'n  thus  manipulated  gave  no  results,  and  it  is 
only  those  to  whom  the  salmon  are  consigned  for 
"  table  use  "  who  have  the  facility  of  diagnosis, 
and  I  am  sure  it  is  not  every  salmon  salesman  who 
would  for  one  whole  season  give  the  time  for  such 

a  cause.  r    j  •  iv,„ 

Sir  H.  Maxwell  states  salmon  rove  for  food  m  the 
open  sea,  "  swimming  near  the  surface,"  but  Su-  H. 
Maxwell  does  not  tell  us  what  they  are  roving  for 
or  eating  ;  probably  it  was  what  the  fishermen  call 
"  maidre  "  The  animals  composing  this  body  were 
those  belonging  to  "  Cirripeds,"  "  Crustaceans, 
and  "  Acalepha."  Herrings  and  mackerel  get  very 
large  and  fat  upon  them.  I  have  seen  them  burstmg 
with  an  anchovy  sauce  coloured  mass  of  mastica- 
tion That  being  the  case,  the  herrmg  consumes 
the  "  maidre  "  and  the  salmon  consumes  the 
herring,  and  no  doubt  that  when  the  salmon  is 
roving  and  "  swimming  near  the  surface  they 
consume  an  immense  amount  of  "maidre  also, 
which  no  doubt  add  to  their  fatness,  also  then- 
colour. -Yours  truly,  F.  Gosden. 

Reading.  .      ,    ,  in 

[Too  late  for  insertion  last  week. J 

"THE   FOOD   OF  SALMON." 

Df^r  Sir,— Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  wrote  to  the 
Fishini  Gazette  for  March  14  on  the  above  subject 
fhus  -"  Once  let  an  erroneous  idea  get  on  the  wing, 
and  there  is  no  means  of  calculating  when  it  may  be 
mit  to  death,"  which,  with  pleasure,  I  endor.se. 
At  the  same  time  I  think,  in  fact  I  may  say  I  anj 
?uit^  sure,  that  if  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  hag^  rea- 
the  Editor's  footnotes  more  carefully.  Sir  Herbert 
Saxwel  would  not  have  made  three  most  erroneou 
mfstrkes  I  quite  admit  they  are  mistakes  pure  and 
^mple  But  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  is  very  precise  m 
h™mode  of  administering  knowledge-there  ore  the 
ms  inouB  justification  to  myself. 

^^These  '  e^ronis  slatements  were  also  on  the 

•  tut  have  long  ere  this  reached  their  destina- 
l-:i:i:l  :Ce  t\o  means,  of   calculating  when 

*'^7oi?:4.e^Senougi?;o  quote  me^in  your  foot^ 
nolrto\he  above  art.cle  as  ha^^ngJ,een  «e 

I^rils^o'rrom  W  F:..?m6  ;  that  in^l874 
I  onened  490  salmon,  and  examined  the  contents  of 
hX  stomachs.  In  these  I  found  eels  minnow  • 
Inich  gudgeon,  sand  eels,  and  shrimps,  etc  That  is 
t^wh^^e  of  the  sentence  accorded  to  "-.^y 

F^s^r^^^^U.    in^ep^  to 
fecTttutWty  qioted  by  the  Editor  affirms  that 
salmon  are  heavy  feeders  in  the  estuary  ,  (2)  he  a  so, 
saw  eleven  herrings  ^/J^  °^,3%\r  GoUn 

in  its  stomach  seven  sparlings,  besides  other  small 

''''perhaps  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  will  kindly  see  these 
mistakes  rectified,  as  they  do  not  "  redomid    on  me 
Ts "n  authoStv  or'sir  He4ert  Maxwell  as  a^' critic. 
Sh-   Herbert    Maxwell    also    states  : -Doe,  Mr.. 
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Gosden  mean  that  a  "  sparling  "  is  a  crustacean  ?  It 
is  the  name  wliich  we  poor  ignorant  Scots  apply  to 
the  smelt — the  iperlan  of  the  French— itself  a 
salmonoid. 

With  the  above  errors  must  also  be  placed  the 
sparling.  I  know  nothing  of  the  quotations,  or  from 
whence  they  were  culled — hence  my  name  should 
have  never  been  inserted.  But  with  regard  to  the 
sparling  allow  me  to  say  it  is  nearly  seventy  years 
smce  I  learnt  the  smelt  (English)  was  the  sparling  of 
the  Scotch,  and  that  it  was  a  salmonoid  ;  and  that 
the  Germans  distinguish  it  by  the  very  elegant  title, 
the  "  Stinckfisch." — Yours  truly, 

Frank  Gosden. 

THE  FOOD  OF  SALMON. 

SiH,— Dr.  Frank  Buckland,  in  his  "British 
Fishes,"  page  335,  states  as  follows  : — "  It  may  be 
asked,  what  is  the  food  of  salmon  ?  I  answer,  sand 
eels,  shrimps,  lug  worms,  and  fry  of  sea  fish  of  all 
kinds.  I  think  the  one  great  fact  in  the  natural 
history  of  the  salmon,  which  I  have  learnt  during 
my  late  visit  to  Scotland,  is  the  reason  of  the  great 
abundance  of  salmon  in  that  favoured  country. 
The  spawning  grounds  are  af  great  extent  and  the 
feedmg  grounds  illimitable.  From  the  Firth  of 
Forth  up  to  Nairn,  I  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  a 
single  oyster ;  the  reason  is  that  the  east  coast  of 
Scotland  is  the  land  boundary  of  a  vast  submarine 
plateau  of  sand,  and  this  sand  abounds  with  the 
food  of  Salmo  solar,  hence  the  abundance." 

Page  336  states:  "The  reason  why  the  Dutch 
salmon  are  so  large  is,  they  find  excellent  food  in 
the  small  fish  which  inhabit  the  vast  sandy  tracts 
which  compose  the  coast  of  Holland.  Of  these  the 
smelts  are  exceedingly  plentiful.  These  smelts  then, 
and  sand  eels,  are,  I  believe,  the  food  which  fatten 
the  Dutch  kelts  into  the  gigantic  and  plump  fish 
they  are,"— Yours  truly,  Frank  Gosden. 
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in  the  same  way  ?  Until  now  I  ha\'e  always  been 
under  the  impression  that  certain  kinds  of  trout, 
especially  Scotch  lake  fish,  were  noted  for  their  pink 
and  red  flesh.  This  subject  brings  to  my  mind  a 
small  stream  not  far  from  Cvewe  that  empties  itself 
mto  the  river  Weaver.  When  I  fished  it  last,  many 
years  since,  it  was  strictly  pressrved,  and  held  very 
large  fish,  now  and  then  running  up  to  3|lb.  and  41b., 
2 Alb.  being  a  frequent  specimen.  There  are  two 
distinct  species— a  brown  trout,  pink  flesh,  and  in 
all  respects  like  the  Scotch  fish ;  the  other  totally 
different,  being  much  broader,  small  head,  thick 
shoulders,  very  red  fins  and  spots,  bright  silvery 
sides,  slightly  yellow  on  the  belly,  and  perfectlv 
white  flesh.  ^  ^ 

My  point  is — these  fish  lived  side  by  side,  feeding 
on  the  same  food— why,  then,  is  the  flesh  of  one  red 
and  the  other  white  ?  Their  shape  and  markings 
showed  at  a  glance  that  they  were  different  species. 
—Yours  truly.  Enquirer. 

[As  Dr.  Gunther  pointed  out,  the  question  has 
never  been  definitely  settled.  It  is,  he  thinks, 
almost  certain  that  the  pink  colour  of  salmon  is  due 
to  the  food  they  eat  ;  and  it  is  curious  that  only  fish 
of  the  salmon  and  trout  kind  are  pink  fleshed,  and 
by  no  means  all  those.  In  the  water  referred  to 
by  "  Enquirer  "  imported  fish  may  account  for  the 
difference.  It  is  an  interesting  question,  and  one 
which  our  fish  breeders  might  help  to  answer  by 
experiments  in  feeding. — Ed.] 

POCKET  ROD-MENDING  OUTFIT. 


THE   FOOD   OF  SALMON. 
Dear  Sir, — Any  letters  pertaining  to  fish  or  fish- 
ing that  appear  in  your  columns  over  the  signature 
of  such  an  authority  as  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  must 
necessarily  be  of  much  interest  to  vour  readers. 
With  regard  to  Sir  Herbert's  letter,  which  appeared 
in  your  issue  of  the  14th  inst.,  while  I  do  not  claim 
to  know  anything  more  than  the  "  a  b  c  "  of  the 
question,  I  feel  I  must,  in  the  absence  of  any  con- 
clusive  evidence,    support   the   opinion   that  Sir 
Herbert  has  expressed  on  the  subject — namely,  that 
the  colour  of  the  flesh  of  the  salmon  cannot  be  attri- 
buted to  a  shrimp  or  prawn  diet.    It  is  unreason- 
able, I  think,  to  suppose,  in  the  light  of  recent 
investigations,    that    the    salmon    depends  upon 
shrimps   or   prawns   solely    for   its  noui-ishment. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  salmon,  like  every- 
thing else  that  feeds,  is  fond  of  tit-bits,  and  will 
greedily  go  for  a  prawn  when  within  reach,  and  the 
>vay  that  a  salmon  will  tackle  a  prawn  when  used  as 
bait  (as  you  pointed  out  in  your  comments  on  Sir 
Herbert's   letter)    fully   justifies   this   view.  But 
supposing  tliat  salmon  did  depend  upon  a  shrimp 
and  prawn  diet  for  their  existence,  would  it  prove 
that  they  were  responsible  for  the  colour  of  the 
flesh  ?    I  am  inclined  to  think  not.    If,  however,  I 
am  wrong,  why  should  the  hypothesis  apply  only  to 
the  salmon  and  not  to  every  other  fish  and'creature 
that  feeds.    The  flesh  of  animals  that  derive  their 
nourishment  from  grass  is  not  green,  nor  is  the  flesh 
of  geese  or  fowls,  although  grass  or  other  green  food 
forms  an  important  item  in  their  domestic  economy. 
The  flesh  of  the  duck  does  not  assume  the  colour  of 
the  filthy  ponds  in  which  it  thrives  and  gets  fat. 
The  cochineal-insect    that  feeds  largely — in  fact, 
I  believe  almost  exclusively — upon  the  green  juices 
of  the  cactus  provides,  in  some  mysterious  way, 
the  crimson  and  scarlet  colours  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  carmine. 

The  facts  are,  I  think,  sufficient  to  prove  that  the 
colour  of  the  flesh  of  edible  fish,  fowls,  and  animals 
is  not  dependent  upon  the  food  they  eat.  I  admit 
I  am  incapable  of  accounting  for  the  red  tint  for 
which  the  flesh  and  roe  of  the  salmon  is  famous  ;  I 
simply  write  in  the  hope  that  some  of  youi  readers 
learned  in  the  habits  and  anatomy  of  the  salmon  will 
take  up  the  cudgels  with  the  view  of  solving  the 
problem,  or,  at  any  rate,  of  throwing  some  valuable 
light  upon  the  subject. 

By  all  means,  sir,  encourage  correspondence  of 
this  sort,  as  it  affords  those  who,  like  myself,  have  to 
keep  their  noses  to  the  grindstone  of  commerce 
hours  of  refreshing  thought  and  enjoyment. — Yours 
t™ly,  J.  Macdonald. 


SPLICE 


■ROD 


Dear  Sir, — An  elaborate  and  costly  rod-mending 
outfit  was  lately  put  upon  the  market;  its  cost 
(6s.  6d.)  is  prohibitive  to  many  of  us;  its  bulk  is 
against  it;  and  methylated  spirits  and  a  lamp  are 
apt  to  be  troublesome  in  a  gale  of  wind.  From 
practical  experience,  and  as 
one  with  a  small  pocket  (in 
all  senses),  may  I  name  an 
excellent,  cheap,  efficient, 
and  speedy  mending  outfit. 

Procure  a  box  of  "  Na- 
tional "  self-adhesive  plas- 
ter, half-inch,  price  6d.  ;  a 

■   foot  of    the  same,  three- 

XQUILL  inch,  price  3d.  ;  several 
large  goose  or  turkey 
quills  ;  break  your  rod,  and 
(if  not  at  Ihe  ferrule)  make 
a  splice ;  wrap  the  three- 
inch  plaster  round  two  or 
three  times,  place  a  split 
quill  round  this,  and  bind 
all  round  with  the  half-inch 
plaster  well  above  and 
below  the  quill.  Such  a 
"mend"  takes  about  ten 
minutes  if  carefully  done  ; 
it  is  ready  for  immediate 
and  prolonged  use  ;  it  scar- 
cely alters  the  balance  of 
-  the  rod  ;  it  is  quite  flexible. 
The  "outfit"  costs  about 
ninepence,  and  a  "thank 
quills,  and  will  all  go  into  half  a 
-  I  used  a  top  with  this  "mend  "  for 
three  weeks'  hard  fishing  in  Sutherlandshire  It 
does  not  look  pretty.  What  mend  of  this  sort 
would  ?  and  what  does  that  matter  when  you 
are  far  away  from  shops  or  your  extra  top"'— 
Yours  truly,  CDF 


you"  for  the 
watch  pocket 


MARKED  SALMON— A  CORRECTION. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  make  a  small 
correction  with  regard  to  the  weight  of  a  marked 
salmon  taken  in  the  Deveron  reported  in  last  week's 
issue  ?  The  fish  vi-hen  first  caught  in  October,  1901, 
was  a  female  fish  full  of  spawn,  weighing  a  little 
under  41b.  (not  71b.  as  reported)  ;  when  taken  the 
other  day  it  weighed  as  a  kelt  6aib.  That  probably 
means  that  it  came  up  the  river  somewhere  about  a 
year  after  its  first  capture,  weighing  from  101b.  to 
121b.  This  fish  serves  as  a  good  example  of  the 
advantage  of  putting  back  a  gravid  fish  in  the 
autumn  ;  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  salmon 
rivers  generally  were  such  fish,  caught  late  in  the 
season,  to  be  returned  to  the  river,  if  they  are 
obviously  full  of  spawn,  as  a  certain  proportion  of 
those  taken  at  that  time  of  year  are. — Yours  truly, 

Felix  Clay. 


THE  PINK  COLOUR  OF  FLESH  OF  SALMON 
AND  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  read  with  great  pleasure  and  interest 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  letter  and  your  instructive 
editorial  comments  under  same.  It  leads  me  to  ask 
you  if  food  is  supposed  to  colour  the  flesh  of  trout 


A  LOUGH  CULLEN  BULL  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov  1 
appeared  a  letter  from  Mr.  F.  Balfour  Browne 
asking  for  the  characteristics  of  a  bull  trout  tliat  I 
caught  m  Lough  CuUen  on  Oct.  8.  I  did  not  feel  I 
cjuld  comply  without  having  the  fish  before  me,  but 
I  now  have  it  home  from  Cooper  and  Son,  and  will 
describe  it  as  well  as  I  can.  The  head  is  distinctly 
different  to  a  brown  trout's,  being  verv  much  lono-er 


and  sharper.  The  bottom  jaw  comes  up  to  a  point 
like  the  bow  of  a  gondola,  and  the  top  points  down 
making  the  jaw  itself  arched.  Then  the  spots  are 
along  the  top  only,  three  rows  quite  black  ones, 
leaving  the  rest  of  the  side  and  belly  a  deep  un- 
spotted golden  colour.  He  is  not  a  very  deep  fish 
but  rather  elegant  in  shape,  28in.  from  point  of  jaw 
to  tip  of  tail  ;  he  weighs  V^lb.  I  believe  there  is 
TOmething  different  about  the  quills  in  the  dorsal  fin 
The  bull  has  two,  if  not  three,  more  than  a  931b' 
brown  trout  I  have,  eleven  to  eight  quills  I  should 
call  it.— Yours  truly,  Sa.muel  S.  Mos.soi>. 

FISHING  IN  THE  CEIRIOG 

Dear  Sir,— I  spent  a  very  happy  week  not  long 
since  at  the  Glyn  Valley  Hotel,  where  I  was  most 
comfortable,  any  amount  of  good  grub  and  every 
attention.    The  Ceiriog  is  a  pretty  little  stream. 
Ihe  best  fishing  is,  I  think,  up  towards  the  hills 
towards  the  granite  works.    Now  and  then  a  flush 
of  milky  water  comes  down,  but  it  does  not  last  long 
and  shows  no  ill  effect  on  the  fish.    I  did  more 
photography  than  fishing,  but  a  clergyman  staying 
at  the  hotel  used  to  bring  in  a  lot  every  day  He 
always  waded,  to  dodge  th3  alders  and  cross  antl 
recross  at  pleasure,  and  killed  nearly  all  his  fish  on 
a  big  Coch-y-Bondhu,  with  a  bit  of  gold  ribbin" 
showing  through  the  peacock's  herl  body.    As  to 
average,  many  of  his|fish  were  about  three  to  the 
pound,  with  now  and  then  one  a  bit  bigger  There 
are  some  better  fish  here  and  there,  especialiy  down- 
stream, but  these  fellows  have  passed  the  seventh 
standard  in  the  piscine  board  school,  and  take  some 
catching.    The   gentleman   used   to    throw  many 
smaller  ones  back,  though  I  do  not  think  there  was 
any  restriction  as  to  size.     I  fancy  the  fishing  at 
Glyn  compares  favourably  with  similar  streams  in 
Devon  and  Wales,  and  anyone  wanting  a  pleasant 
week  m  very  picturesque  country  with  a  bit  of  fishing 
thrown  m  should  enjoy  himself  at  the  Glyn  Valley 
Hotel.    You  book  G.W.R.   to  Chirk,'  where  you 
change  to  a  handy  little  steam  tramway  which  runs 
up  to  the  Glyn  granite  works,  and  Glynceiriog 
Station  IS  within  about  150. yards  from  the  hotel 
where  probably  you  can  hear  of  other  water  beyond 
their  jurisdiction,  and  how  to  get  leave     There  is 
a  very  fine  but  stiff  walk  of  about  six  miles  over  the 
hills,  on  a  good  road  to  Llanafollen,  passino-  by  the 
house  where  the  two  old  ladies  of  Llangollen,  used 
to  live.    You  can  return  if  trains  suit  via.  Ruabon 
and  Chirk.     Starting  from  Glyn  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, one  might  get  a  few  hours'  fishing  in  the  Dee 
If  not  free,  day  tickets  can,  I  think,  be  got.     I  saw 
people  fishing  in  the  Dee  by  Llangollen  Bridge, 
and  saw  them  catch  two  or  three  nice  trout  while  I 
watched  them.    Corwen,  higher  up  .stream,  is,  I  hear 
"  better  locality  for  Dee  fishing.— Yours  truly, 

W.   S.  BUDDICOM. 

THE  CEIRIOG— A  CORRECTION. 
Dear  Sir.— In  my  letter  last  week,  by  a  mistake 
of  the  printer  (no  doubt  the  fault  was  in  mv 
writing),  I  am  made  to  put  the  size  of  the  fish  I 
saw  brought  in  "from  i!b.  to  4  Jib."— I  wrote  "from 
i\b.  to  Jib."— Yours  tiuly,  A  Sportsman. 

BROWN  TROUT    V.  RAINBOWS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  tell  you  our  ex- 
perience with  the  rainbow  trout.  We  turned  in 
three  or  four  hundred  three  year  old  rainbows  some 
four  or  five  years  ago,  but  when  we  caught  them  in 
April  and  May  found  them  full  of  spawn.  I  think 
it  is  a  fact  that  they  do  spawn  in  the  spring,  .'\fter- 
wards  we  scarcely  caught  one  of  them.  I  think  I 
ought  to  describe  our  water.  It  is  a  reservoir  about 
fourteen  acres,  fed  by  two  streams,  and  varies  in 
depth  from  four  to  fifteen  feat.  Since  our  expe- 
rience with  rainbows,  we  have  kept  to  the  old  brook 
trout,  and  find  they  do  splendidly.  The  water  also 
IS  stocked  with  carp,  tench,  and  roach,  so  that  all 
our  friends  have  their  choice.  It  is  situated  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  from  this  town,  and  amidst 
the  prettiest  scenery  in  the  Clianwood  Forest.  If 
you  think  any  of  these  particulars  worth  publishing 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  do  so  by  all  means.  We  turn 
our  trout  in  about  November,  and  commence  fishin" 
the  first  week  in  April. — Yours  truly.  ° 
Loughborough,  nr.  Leicester.        Wjr.  Clarke. 

RE  TROUT  FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Dear  Sir,— Some  ten  years  ago  I  got  a  wound  i  i 
the  shin-bone  about  the  beginning  of  August,  whic.'i 
refused  to  heal  and  gave  me  a  lot  of  pain.  Tho 
surgeons  told  me  it  was  not  going  to  get  better  if  I 
persisted  in  hobbling  about  on  it,  so  instead  of  goin-^' 
to  the  grouse,  I  had  a  spring-rest  fitted  for  th" 
"  game  leg,"  and  hiked  from  Havre  to  the  Engadine 
on  one  pedal.  At  Pontresina  a  tent  was  awaiting 
me,  and  with  sterilised  air  night  and  dav  I  felt  con- 
fident that  the  wounded  member  would"  be  all  right 
if  I  went  a-fishing.     I  had  capital  sport  in  the 
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source  of  the  Inn  between  St.  Moritz  and  Samaden. 
Some  five  papers,  in  different  languages,  stated  that 
this  "  son  of  Albion  "  used  to  bathe  in  this  icy  water 
as  it  flowed  from  the  Morteratsch  Glacier,  but  he  did 
not  do  it  often,  for  it  burnt  as  though  it  were  red 
hot.  Sometimes  I  used  to  bike  up  to  tlie  Bernina 
and  ha\'e  a  turn  on  the  lake  there,  and  I  had  a  basket 
of  eight  with  the  fly  during  a  snowstorm.  Sport  was 
good  and  the  cure  perfect.  Tlie  bike  returned 
minus  the  leg  spring-rest  and  plus  the  pedal,  which 
had  travelled  out  in  my  portmanteau.  There  must 
be  plenty  of  lakes  with  a  climb  which  are  well  worth 
fishing,  but  the  rivers  are  usually  not  so  good  as 
fishing  is  free  to  natives  who  take  out  a  one  franc 
licence,  and  the  same  courtesy  is  extended  to  visitors. 
The  Inn  above  Samaden  was  an  exception  ;  I 
enjoyed  better  sport  there  than  on  the  Bernina  Lake. 
Last  year  I  hiked  over  the  border  from  the  Tyrol 
and  fished  a  lower  stretch  of  the  Irm  between 
Tarasp  and  Martinsbriick,  but  it  was  time  lost  so 
far  as  fishing  was  concerned,  although  the  water 
looks  magnificent. — Yours  truly,  W.  D.  G. 


RE  TROUT  FISHING  IN  TIROL  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — It  would  be  unusual  to  rent  a  trout 
stream  for  June  to  August  ;  the  streams  are  let 
generally  for  a  period  of  six  years.  Fishing  permis- 
sion is  easily  granted  on  any  parts  of  the  Inn  river, 
which  is  generally  leased  by  the  hotel  keepers.  Imst 
i?  a  good  place  to  stay  at,  or  the  Hotel  of  Alois 
Tischer,  in  Sack  per  Grassstein,  on  the  railway  line 
from  Innsbruck  to  Frarizensfeste.  Splendid  trout 
Nfishing  can  be  had  by  staying  at  the  Hydro  Wasser- 
heil-Anstalt  Schloss  Wasserberg,  near  Knittelfeld, 
Steiermark  (Styria). 

I  rented  a  part  of  the  stream  for  six  months  for 
£4,  and  caught  thirty  trout  per  day,  which  I  threw 
back  for  the  most  part,  as  I  had  no  use  for  them. 
At  Wasserberg  the  shooting  is  let  for  about  £2000 
per  armum.  Invitations  are  sometimes  given.  Let 
advertisers  put  an  advertisement  for  fishing  in  the 
Mittheilungen  des  Fischerei-Vereins,  Buchhandlung 
Fromme,  ii.  Glockengasse  2,  Vienna ;  also  for 
shooting  and  fishing  in  the  Oesterreich.  Forst-  und 
Jagd-Zeitung,  Vienna. 

In  the  latter  paper  excellent  shootings  are  fre- 
quently advertised — see  cutting  :  — 

"  Grosse  Jagden  auf  Hochwild  und  Baren  in  den 
siebenbiirgischen  Siidkarpathen  sind  auf  mehrere 
Jahre  zu  verpachten.  Gefl.  Anti'age  vmter  '  J agden ' 
an  die  Annoncenexpedition  M.  Duke's  Nachf., 
Wien,  1/1,  erbeten." 

I  am  just  now  in  treaty  for  shooting,  fishing,  and 
a  comitry  house.  If  I  should  take  this,  I  may 
perhaps  accept  a  gentleman  to  join  me.  I  enclose 
my  card,  and  remain,  Sportsman. 

Locarno. 

p.S. — By  becoming  a  member  of  the  Oester- 
reichischer  Fischerei-Verein,  Schausler  gasse  6, 
Vienna,  cards  for  fishing  the  river  Pilach  can  be  got. 

A  FLOATING  LONG  LINE  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  any  of 
the  readers  of  your  interesting  paper  could  tell  me 
how  to  make  a  floating  long  line — say,  about  fifty 
hooks — to  set  at  low  water  for  bass,  mullet,  etc. 
Should  hooks  have  swivels  to  them  ;  if  so,  how 
placed  ?  Best  baits  and  best  way  of  setting  same, 
and  any  other  particulars  appertaining  thereto. 
I  have  been  a  regular  subscriber  to  your  paper  for 
several  years,  but  have  not  troubled  you  with  any 
questions  before,  though  I  often  would  have  liked  to 
do  so. — Yours  truly,  J.  C.  W. 

THE  UGIE. 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  satisfactory  to  hear  from  Mr.  A. 
Murray,  writing  from  Aberdeen,  that  this  little 
river  is  showing  better  sport  with  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  than  it  formerly  did,  but  "  little  "  it  is  what- 
ever Mr.  Murray  may  say  to  the  contrary.  As  to 
its  brown  trout,  as  I  only  fished  it  for  salmon  and 
sea-trout,  and  as  tliey  do  not  come  vinder  the 
heading  of  my  letters,  I  did  not  make  any  mention 
of  them.  The  bridge  I  described  as  "  at  "  the 
junction  of  the  Deer  and  the  Strichen  is  some  five 
minutes'  walk  below  it,  and  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses the  description  is  not  one  to  carp  at.  I  wrote 
of  the  Ugie  from  the  joint  experiences  of  my  friends 
and  myself  in  the  Octobers  of  1891  and  1892,  and  in 
ten  or  twelve  days'  hard  work  I  never  even  saw  so 
much  as  a  salmon  or  sea-trout  splash  in  what  Mr 
Murray  flatteringly  describes  as  the  "  two  miles  of 
deep,  slow- running  water,"  and  which  we  irre- 
verently called  "  the  canal."  After  going  south  in 
1891  I  heard  that  one  of  my  friends  killed  two  or 
three  fish  with  the  queer  fly  I  have  described  ;  he 
tried  all  patterns,  and  took  nothing  with  them. 
The  head-keeper  at  Pitfour  assured  us  that  it  was 
the  best  killer,  and  the  result  proved  he  was  right 
I  should  put  the  average  width  of  this  stretch  of 
water  at  nearer  ten  yards  than  twenty.    I  seem  to 


have  offended  Mr.  Murray  by  saying  more  in 
praise  of  the  Ythan  than  the  Ugie.  I  can  only  say 
I  wrote  of  the  Ugie  as  I  and  my  friends  found  it  at 
the  dates  I  have  given.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  it 
has  improved,  and  that  it  is  now,  according  to  Mr. 
Murray,  worth  the  Sassenach  angler's  while  to 
proceed  to  Inverugie  and  stay  there  for  the  express 
purpose  of  fishing  the  little  stream  ;  but  if  Mr. 
Forbes,  the  lessee,  or  Mr.  Murray  would  send  the 
fish  book  returns  of  the  salmon  and  sea-trout 
caught  in  the  river  between  the  bridge  below  the 
junction  and  the  tide  (not  in  the  tideway)  anglers 
could  easily  judge  for  themselves,  while,  personally, 
I  should  be  glad  to  find  myself  mistaken,  for  the  sole 
object  of  these  letters  is  to  help  holiday  anglers  to 
make  more  certain  of  getting  the  sport  that  is  their 
due  ;  at  the  same  time  my  object  is  to  write  with 
impartiality,  for  with  an  affectionate  regard  for  all 
rivers,  big  or  little,  that  hold  salmonidaj,  nothing 
gives  me  more  pleasure  than  to  sing  their  praises 
wherever  it  is  fairly  possible  to  do  so. — Yours  truly, 
Augustus  Grimble. 

HOOK  HOLDS. 
Dear  Sir, — For  thirty  years  I  have  lashed  a  small 
loop  of  stout  gut  to  the  rod,  in  trout  and  salmon 
fishing,  close  to  the  winch,  and  in  moving  from  one 
position  to  another  have  passed  the  hook  of  the  fly 
through,  beyond  the  barb,  then  winding  the  line 
fairly  taut.  I  have  found  the  plan  answer  perfectly. 
I  cannot  draw,  but  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  my 
dodge  plain  by  means  of  the  following  so-called 
sketch. 

I  lost  seven  salmon  in  one  day  in  Ireland  in  1883 


LOOP 


WINCH 


I 

R  OD 


through  using  my  boatman's  hook,  which  he  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  passing  over  a  bar  of  the  winch 
when  rowing  to  another  spot,  thereby  wearing  away 
the  barb  almost  entirely.  I  had  two  or  three  of  the 
fish  on  for  about  twenty  minutes,  and  it  never 
occurred  to  me  that  anything  was  wrong  with  the 
tackle  until  rowing  home,  then  my  vocabulary  was 
extensive — verb.  sap. — Yours  truly, 

Aug.  F.  Dyer. 

SPOILING  THAMES  SCENERY,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir, — Many  of  your  readers  will  be  sorry  to 
learn  that  the  Thames  Conservancy  have  had  the 
boughs  overhanging  the  river  removed  from  the 
stretch  between  Chertsey  and  Weybridge  locks.  It 
seems  an  imnecessary  piece  of  vandalism,  destroy- 
ing the  natural  homes  of  the  fish  and  robbing  the 
river  of  much  of  its  beauty.  By  artists  and  lovers 
of  Nature  generally  this  wanton  act  will  be  deeply 
resented,  as  it  will  take  several  years  to  replace  the 
growth  that  has  been  so  ruthlessly  destroyed. 

I  write  in  the  hope  of  saving  other  reaches  of  the 
river  from  the  same  fate. — Yours  truly, 

John  Jeffreys. 

HOW  TO  FISH  DEEP  W^ATER  WITH  A  FLOAT 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  please  say  in  yom-  next 
issue  if  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  sliding  float  suitable 
for  fishing  in  very  deep  water — say,  from  20ft.  to 
30ft.  I  find  it  is  impossible  to  land  fish  with  the 
usual  quill. 

I  want  something  that  when  it  gets  to  the  top 
ring  it  will  slide  as  you  wind  in. — Yours  truly, 

Glossop.  J.  H.  B. 

[At  any  good  fishing-tackle  shop  you  can  get  a 
Nottingham  slider  float  ;  or  you  can  make  one  out 
of  an  ordinary  long  cork  and  quill  float.  You  want 
the  float  to  run  up  and  down  your  line  easily,  so 
instead  of  caps  you  have  two  wire  loops — one  at  the 
bottom  end  standing  out  at  right  angles,  and  one  an 
inch  or  so  from  the  top  of  the  float  also  standing  out 
at  right  angles.  They  need  not  be  larger  for  inside 
diameter  than  the  "o"  in  "one"  on  a  penny.  This 
float  is  put  on  your  fine  running  line,  and  runs 
down  as  far  as  the  shot  ;  there  should  be  a  big  shot 
to  prevent  it  going  too  far  down  the  gut.  You 
want  fairly  large  upright  rings  on  the  rod  as  you  have 
to  put  a  bit  of  line  or  a  double  knot  in  the  line  at  the 
depth  you  want  to  fish,  so  that  when  you  throw  out 
the  line  will  run  through  the  float  until  stopped  by 
the  bit  of  line  tied  to  the  running  line  to  form  a  stop 
In  this  way  you  can  fish  water  almost  any  depth 
with  a  float,  and  as  you  wind  in  the  float  slides  down 
the  line. — Ed.] 

KEEPERS  FISHING  FOR  LESSEE  OF 
SALMON  WATERS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  see  in  "Notes  from  the  North" 
tliat  "  SpeciaJ  Scotch  "  is  by  way  of  being  sarcastic 


about  a  lessee  of  a  stretch  of  salmon-fishing  on  the 
Aberdeenshire  Dee  who  has  given  instructions  that 
his  water  is  not  to  be  fished  by  the  keepers  pending 
his  arrival.  Now,  sir,  I  think  this  particular  lessee 
is  perfectly  right,  and  it  is  a  pity  all  lessees  and 
proprietors  do  not  act  in  the  same  way.  Of  course, 
some  of  the  salmon  will  have  moved  on,  but  a 
certain  proportion  will  remain  and  increase  the 
stock  in  his  water,  and  they  will  be  more  likely  to 
take,  not  having  been  perpetually  flogged  over  and 
possibly  risen  and  pricked.  The  only  reason  that 
salmon-fishing  has  fallen  off  to  such  an  extent  is 
that  the  stock  is  so  much  less  compared  with  what 
it  used  to  be,  and  I  would  ask.  Is  it  the  way  to 
increase  it  to  have  every  pool  flogged  every  day  m 
the  season  by  keepers  when  not  fished  by  the  pro- 
prietor, lessee,  or  his  friends  ?  Of  course,  it  will 
probably  be  said  that  a  lessee  having  paid  so  much 
rent  wishes  to  get  a  return  for  his  money,  but, 
firstly,  it  must  be  remembered  that  he  took  the 
water  for  sport  and  not  for  the  pot,  and  if  he  wishes 
to  get  a  return  he  would  be  much  more  likely  to  get 
it  by  letting  his  water  whilst  away,  instead  of 
allowing  his  keepers  to  fish  it,  as  there  would  be 
hundreds  of  people  who  would  be  only  too  delighted 
to  pay  for  it,  and,  personally,  I  camiot  see  the 
point  of  a  man  receiving  wages  for  doing  a  thing  that 
numbers  of  other  people  would  be  only  too  de- 
lighted to  pay  for  the  pleasure  of  domg.— Yours 
truly.  One  Who  Wants  Some  Water  Now 

AND  Cannot  Get  It. 
[There  is  much  to  be  said  on  both  sides  of  this 
question.  I  know  good  salmon  anglers  who  take 
the  view  that  "  One  Who  Wants  "  does.  A  great 
deal  depends,  of  covu-se,  on  the  nature  of  the  water, 
and  whether  fish  stop  in  it  for  some  time  or  run 
through  quickly.  I  think  if  one  has  taken  a  fishmg 
for  a  time  and  is  not  able  to  fish  more  than  perhaps 
a  small  part  of  it,  it  is  only  natural  to  have  some 
salmon  caught  for  the  table  and  for  presents.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  is  no  doubt  some  waters  are 
fished  far  too  much  by  keepers  in  the  absence  of 
the  owners  or  lessees. — Ed.] 

EFFECT   OF  MOONLIGHT  NIGHTS  ON 
ANGLERS'  BASKETS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  like  to  hear  experiences  of 
any  anglers  who  have  made  notes  of  their  captures 
by  day  during  the  periods  when  the  moon  is  bright 
at  nighttime,  especially  as  compared  with  baskets 
made  by  day  when  the  nights  are  very  dark. 

Both  here  and  in  Italy,  when  we  have  very  bril- 
liant moonlight,  I  have  noticed  that  the  fish  are 
very  sluggish  during  the  daytime.  Is  this  the  case 
in  England  also  ?— Yours  truly,  W.  G.  D. 

Sui  Tirol. 

[A  good  many  years  ago  there  were  some  notes 
and  correspondence  on  this  subject  in  the  Ftshmg 
Gazette.  A  good  many  pike  anglers  believe,  and 
with  some  reason  I  think,  that  pike  feed  freely 
on  moonlight  nights,  as  they  can  see  the  small  try 
swimming  over  them  so  well,  and  consequently  are 
not  so  keen  for  food  next  day. — Ed.] 

FISHING  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir,— Many  fishermen  like  myself  are  on 
the  look-out  for  new  ideas  and  to  gather  all  the 
information  possible,  but  it  should  be  always  in- 
ferred what  has  been  successful  in  some  rivers  may 
be  failures  in  others,  and  when  a  fly  of  any  particular 
pattern  is  to  be  copied  without  the  pattern  fly,  it 
may  be  made  by  many  fly-tiers  of  various  hues.  I 
know  from  experience  one  or  two  tell  in  your  pages 
the  Blue  Upright,  say,  peacock  striped  herl  and 
blue  hackle,  and  see  how  it  is  made— various  shades 
of  body,  and  blue  may  mean  all  shades,  and  hence 
a  fly  fisherman  may  do  well  with  some  and  fail  in 
some  places  with  others.  Now,  to  my  own  know- 
ledge, the  Pheasant  Tail— a  very  old  fly  and  good 
one,  too— twenty  makers,  twenty  patterns,  some 
too  dark  body,  and  few  indeed  ever  use  the  brassy 
blue  hackle,  some  light  red,  others  blues  of  various 
shades,  and  those  not  possessing  the  natural  colour 
work  in  dyed  hackles,  and  others  a  soft  honey  dim 
feather.  I  have  known  flshermen  fail  when  others 
have  fished  with  it  with  great  success. 

I  saw  a  gentleman  fishing  the  other  day  with  one 
of  those  playthings  of  rods,  4|oz.,  and  with  great 
success  ;  he  captured  all  the  trees  and  bushes 
within  his  reach,  and  should  his  fly  reach  the  water 
and  a  trout  of  2oz.  get  hold  in  the  rapid  water,  the 
remarks  he  expressed  and  thoughts  vinuttered  would 
shock  many  fishermen  used  to  expressing  their 
regret  in  losing  fishes,  especially  "  if  the  biggest  one 
got  away."  His  advice  to  me  was  that  these  rods 
will  do  to  fish  in  open  rivers  for  small  minnows, 
unless  you  have  a  man  at  the  water's  edge  with 
a  long  landing-net. — Yours  truly,  '  '  ,i 

Fisherman  of  45  Years. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on 
Thursday,  April  9,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday 
falling  on  the  10th.  All  communications  and 
advertisements  intended  for  insertion  in  that  issue 
must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First  Post  on 
Wednesday  morning,  April  8, 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITORj 

.Thames  Trout— Mr.  Wm.  Senior's  Suggestion. 

Now  that  the  season  for  that  delusive  sport 
known  as  Thames  trout  fishing  has  opened,  and  in 
^'^T°rr^^®  correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
on  the  Thames  as  a  trout  river,  it  seems  to  me  that 
It  IS  an  opportune  time  to  remember  Mr.  Wm 
benior's  suggestion.  Here  is  a  copy  of  what  I  wrote 
about  It  at  the  time  it  was  made,  and  I  am  more 
than  ever  convinced  tbat  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
it  it  could  be  carried  out : — 

^i.  "^      speech  at  the  Diamond  Jubilee  dinner  of 
the  Thames  AngUng  Preservation  Society  last  week 
(December  1898),  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  angling  editor 
ot  Uie  Field,  made  a  suggestion  which  has  been  very 
favourably  received.    He  pointed  out.  and  quite 
cori^ectly,  that  seeing  that  we  had  to  rely  upon 
stocking  the  river  with  trout  more  than  on  the 
results  of  natural  breeding  of  the  fish,  it  was  un- 
necessary, and  in  many  respects  unwise,  to  insist 
upon  all  trout  caught  in  the  Thames  being  returned 
unless  they  weighed  21b.,  a  weight  unknown  as  a 
limit  on  any  other  river  probably  in  the  world  He 
suggested  the  weight  should  be  reduced  to  lib.,  or, 
sa}-,  12in.,  and  we  cordially  agree  with  him  that 
the  present  length  of  16in.  is  quite  unnecessarily 
iiigh.    A  12in.  trout  ought  to  weigh  lib.,  and  a  lib 
trout  no  angler  need  be  ashamed  of.    As  there  is 
no  limit  to  the  number  of  trout  we  can  put  into  the 
inames,  and  as  we  no  longer  rely  on  the  old  native 
irout,  or  need  consider  his  special  protection,  the 
reduction  in  the  size  to  that  of  the  Lea  and  most 
other  rivers  will  undoubtedly  be  a  move  in  the 
nght  direction.    It  will  make  Thames  trout  fishing 


popular,  and  ensure  support  for  the  preservation 
societies.''  —Fishing  Gazette,  Dec.  24.  1898. 

The  only  opponents  of  the  suggestion  are  the  very 
hmited  number  of  anglers  who  are  able  and  willing 
to  devote  time  to  fishing  for  large  trout  in  the 
Thames ;  they  seem  to  fear  that'  to  reduce  the 
present  limit  of  Ifiin.  to  12in.  would  destroy  their 
chance  of  getting  fish  of  5lb.  and  over,  but  the  very 
reverse  would  be  the  case,  as  thousands  of  tiou't 
would  be  put  in  where  hundreds  are  now.  and  they 
would  have  a  better  chance  of  growing  to  a  good 
size.  Now  pike  get  far  more  than  their  share  of 
trout. 

Pink  Colour  of  Flesh  of  Salmon  and  Trout. 

I  have  to  thank  Mr.  E.  Valentine  Corrie  for 
responding  to  my  suggesting  that  our  fish  breeders 
might  throw  fight  on  the  colour  of  flesh  of  salmon 
and  trout.  It  is  curious  that  giayUng,  although 
apparently  feeding  on  the  same  food  as  pink-fleshed 
trout,  never  "  cut  pink." 

"  Dear  Sir,— i?e  your  editorial  note  to  '  En- 
quirer's '  letter  dated  March  28.  In  many  streams 
pink-fleshed  trout  and  wMte-fleshed  trout  are  found 
together,  and  yet  this  difference  of  colour  may  be 
attributed  to  feed. 

"  Trout  have  very  different  ideas  as  to  what  is 
best  to  eat,  and  when  the  chance  offers  each  fish 
follows  its  individual  fancy,  though  a  good  rise  of 
fly  often  brings  them  suddenly— and  for  all  too 
short  a  time — to  one  way  of  thinking. 

"  I  sometimes  clean  my  fish  by  the  river  bank, 
and  note  how  the  colour  of  their  flesh  compares 
with  the  kind  of  food  taken  from  their  stomachs  ; 
those  nearly  gorged  with  worms  and  larvse  have,  as 
a  rule,  white  flesh  ;  others  whose  belhes  often  feel 
hard  and  lumpy  to  the  touch  and  are  full  of  caddis 
cases  and  shrimp  remains  generally  have  pink 
flesh.  The  colour  of  the  fish's  flesh  does  not  change 
much  by  cooking,  and  may  be  judged  at  time  of 
cleaning 

"  Stock  fish  which  on  a  diet  of  dried  fish  and 
horseflesh  produce  nearly  white  eggs  one  season, 
may  the  next  year  be  made  to  give  quite  pink  eggs 
if  fed  with  shrimp  and  mussel  for  a  few  weeks  before 
spavniing.  The  alevins  hatched  from  pink  eggs 
retain  a  rich  colour,  so  much  so  that  if  one  of  them 
is  dropped  among  thousands  of  pale  alevins,  the 
red-blooded  alevin  shows  up  unmistakably,  and  just 
as  distinctl}'  as  one  red  bead  would  do  among  a  heap 
of  white  ones — indeed,  more  so,  because  if  the  red- 
blooded  alevin  is  packed,  beneath  his  paler  com 
panions,  he  is  yet  noticeable  through  the  trans 
parency  of  their  nearly  colourless  bodies. 

"  If  the  colour  of  trout  ova  can  be  determined  by 
the  kind  of  feed  given  to  parent  fish— a  point  I 
imagine  to  be  undisputed  among  fish  culturists — 
food  may  well  be  thought  to  influence  the  colour  of 
the  fish's  flesh  also. — Yours  truly, 

"  E.  Valentine  Corrie. 
"  Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  EstabHshment, 
Winchester.  "- 


cannot  fail  to  please  those  who  admire  the  work  of 
the  author  of  "A  Daughter  of  Heth  "  and  a  score 
ot  other  fresh,  sweet,  and  breezy  stones  which  have 
delighted  millions. 


Mr.  Turnbull's  Catalogue. 
Mr.   Robert  Turnbull.    fishing   tackle  maker, 
Hanover-street,  Edinburgh,  writes: 

"  Dear  Sir,— Herewith  I  enclose  a  copy  of  my 
first  catalogue,  and  will  be  glad  if  you  can  see  your 
way  to  notice  same  in  the  Fishing  Gazette-  Copies 
will  be  sent  free  to  any  address.— Yours  faithfully, 

"  R.  TuRNBULU'i 

It  is  interesting  and  significant  to  find  that 
floating  flies  on  eyed  hooks  are  made  a  special 
feature  in  the  capital  catalogue  of  Mr.  Turnbull,  of 
Edinburgh.  It  shows  that  the  system  is  making 
way  in  the  north.  Of  course  it  is  to  north  country 
salmon  and  trout  anglers  that  Mr.  Turnbull's  list 
chiefly  appeals,  and  after  going  through  its  illus- 
trated pages  I  think  he  is  justified  in  saying  that  it 
gives  particulars  of  every  requisite  for  anglers,  and 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Turnbull  says  he  will  be 
glad  to  give  his  customers  the  benefit  of  his  long 
experience  on  angling  generally. 

R.  B,  Marston. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TEOUT  ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Grdmble, 
Author  of  «  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,':  etc. 


Martins  seen  in  Hampshire. 
Mr.  George  W.  Jessop,  of  Ring  wood,  who  sends 
some  interesting  notes  now  and  then,  writes  on 
Lady  Day:  "  On  my  way  home  this  evening,  just 
upon  five  o'clock,  I  saw  a  number  of  martins  flying 
about.  I  called  the  attention  of  a  passer-by  to 
them.  '  Yes,'  he  replied,  '  the  first  I  have  seen  this 
year ' " 


The  Fishixg  Gazette  going  to  oyER  Six 
Hundred  Anglers  in  Canada. 
During  the  next  few  weeks  I  am  sending  the 
Fishing  Gazette  to  more  than  six  hundred  anglers 
in  Canada.  It  is  a  grand  country  for  anglers,  and 
to  any  anglers  who  must  emigrate  I  say  go  to 
Canada.  By  the  way,  I  have  had  some  searching 
inquiries  sent  to  me  about  an  article  I  published 
recently  in  which  grand  sport  with  the  fly  for  salmon 
in  British  Columbia  was  described.  I  always 
thought  the  Pacific  Coast  sabnon  would  not  take 
the  fly.  I  have  written  to  get  further,  and  I  hope 
exact,  particulars  on  this  interesting  point. 

A  Volume  of  Sketches  by  William  Black. 
It  will  interest  many  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  to  know  that  next  week  Messrs.  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.  will  publish  a  Httle  volume 
completing  the  edition  of  WiUiam  Black's  works. 
It  is  a  collection  of  fugitive  pieces  entitled  "  With 
the  Eyes  of  Youth,  and  other  Sketches,",  which 


(Continued  ftom  page  211.) 
CHAPTER  VI. 
The  county  of  Perthshire  offers  a  large  amount 
of  open  salmon  fishing,  some  of  which  is  free,  some 
of  it  nearly  so,  while  other  portions  are  only  to  be 
had  on  terms  which  press  our  heading  of  "  inex- 
pensive "  nearly  to  bursting  point.  At  the  disposal 
of  the  angler  there  is  Loch  Lubnaig  and  Loch  Tay, 
with  parts  of  the  rivers  Dochart,  Earn,  Lyon,  Tay, 
and  Tummel,  which  famous  streams  I  will  deal 
with  by  commencing  with  the  Tay  and  the  loch, 
and  taking  the  tributaries  of  the  Dochart,  Lyon, 
and  Tummel  'in  the  order  in  which  they  enter  the 
main  river.  The  Tay,  the  largest  of  all  Scotch 
rivers,  with  a  catchment  basin  of  2510  square  miles, 
only  takes  its  name  from  where  it  flows  from  Loch 
Tay  at  Kenmore,  though  its  sources  are  fully  forty 
miles  distant,  as  it  rises  from  springs  and  small 
streams  welling  from  the  slopes  of  Ben  Lui,  on  the 
borders  of  Perth  and  Argyll,  which  unite  a  few 
miles  above  Crianlarich  to  form  the  Fillan,  which 
flows  into  Loch  Dochart,  and  issuing  from  it  as  the 
river  Dochart  it  has  a  run  of  twelve  miles  before 
finding  its  way  into  Loch  Tay  at  EalUn. 

As  the  river  quits  Loch  Dochart  it  becomes  a 
fairly  big  stream  flowing  rapidly  through  a  beautiful 
highland  strath — 

Surrounded  wi'  bent  an'  wi'  heather. 
Where  muircocks  an'  pliver  are  rife  " — 
while  high  above  the  river  the  Oban  Railway  runs 
on  the  right  bank.    With  the  exception  of  a  mile- 
on  the  north  bank  below  Loch  Dochart,  wliich 
belongs  to  Mr.  E.  G.  Place,  of  Loch  Dochart,  the 
whole  river  is  owned  by  Lord  Breadalbane.  The 
anglings  on  the  north  bank  for  five  miles  below  Mr. 
Place's  march  go  with  the  shootings  of  Suie,  while 
the  south  side  is  let  to  the  Luib  Hotel,  and  is  free  to 
visitors  who  arrange  amongst  themselves  according 
to  their  numbers  as  to  how  they  will  attack  the 
fifteen  good  pools  that  there  are.    It  is  as  well  to 
be  provided  with  wading  trousers  as  well  as  stockings 
for  the  river  varies  much  in  volume.    A  16ft.  rod 
will  cover  the  water,  and  the  fly  is  the  only  lure 
permitted,  while  the  casting  is  dehghtfuUy  open  and 
easy.    The  standard  patterns  are  used  from  No.  1 
to  the  smallest  size. 

The  hotel  is  quite  a  comfortable  one.  where  an 
angler  can  stay  happily  and  well  at  a  total  cost  of 
20s.  per  day,  which  will  include  a  giUie  and  his 
lunch,  but  a  room  should  be  secured  beforehand, 
as  up  to  the  middle  of  September  the  house  is 
always  pretty  full. 

Although  salmon  commence  to  quit  Loch  Tay  to 
push  up  the  Dochart  about  the  end  of  April,  yet  it 
is  from  June  to  September  that  the  chief  angling 
takes  place,  though  fish  taken  in  the  last-named 
month  are  beginning  to  turn  black.  Sport  i.s  ever 
uncertain,  as  this  is  purely  a  spate  river  rising  and 
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falling  very  quickly,  so  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  months  of  July  and  August  are  usually 
diy  ones.  With  the  advent  of  September  there  is 
small  fear  of  water  scarcity.  In  times  of  drought, 
however,  the  angler  will  have  plenty  of  good 
trouting,  which  is  carefully  preserved,  all  under- 
sized fish  having  to  be  returned  to  the  river. 

Loch  Tay,  which  is  also  owned  entirely  by  Lord 
Breadalbane,  is  some  sixteen  miles  long  by  about 
one  in  breadth,  and  is  the  only  one  in  Scotland  in 
which  salmon  are  killed  in  any  quantity. 

From  the  old  records  at  Taymount  Castle  it 
appears  that  up  to  the  year  1630  the  castle  larder 
was  supplied  only  by  the  net,  as  the  first  mention 
ofjrod  fishing  is  in  1632,  when  one  Duncan  Campbell, 
in'Creitgarrow,  is  warned  that  "  he  shall  not  burne 
a  blaze,  or  shoot  a  waspe  (leister),  or  put  a  wande 
on  the  water  of  Tay."  The  loch  opens  with  the 
river  on  Jan.  15,  and  ei-e  this  appears  in  print  I 
hope  to  hear  of  the  capture  of  many  good  fish. 
The  fly  is  useless  as  a  lure,  all  sport  being  got  entirely 
by  trolling  the  minnow,  of  which  every  sort  and 
size  are  used.  The  loch  is  fished  by  twenty-one 
boats  distributed  as  follows : — From  KilUn  east- 
wards the  first  mile  is  fished  by  one  boat  and  is 
reserved  by  Lord  Breadalbane  ;  the  Killin  Hotel 
has  six  others  ;  and  the  Bridge  of  Lochay  Hotel 
close  by  has  three,  the  whole  nine  having  the  run 
of  about  seven  miles  of  the  west  end  of  the  loch. 

At  the  east  end  the  Renmore  Hotel  has  other  six 
,^  boats,  while  the  inn  at  Ardeonaig,  on  the  south  side, 
and  that  of  "  Ben  Lawers,"  on  the  north  shore, 
each  have  two  boats,  the  whole  ten  fishing  from 
where  the  KilUn  march  ends  to  within  a  mile  of 
Kenmore,  where  Lord  Breadalbane  again  keeps  the 
mile  nearest  to  the  outflow  and  to  the  castle.  At 
times  these  reserved  portions  are  let,  and  in  good 
years  each  of  these  beats  has  shown  some  wonderful 
sport,  and  I  well  remember  arriving  one  February 
day  in  1873  at  Kallin  and  meeting  a  friend — quite  a 
"green  hand  — coming  off  the  reserved  water  there 
with  a  bag  of  eleven  splendid  fish,  the  smallest  191b., 
and  the  largest  411b.  There  have,  however,  been 
even  better  days  than  this,  while  one  of  the  best 
weeks  on  record  was  made  by  Colonel  Murray,  of 
Polmaise,  vtdth  thirty-one  fish,  weighing  6001b. 

I  have  only  fished  this  loch  twice,  the  last  time 
in  1876,  when  frozen  off  the  Dee  in  the  middle  of 
February.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  solicitations  of 
a  young  friend  I  had  taken  up  to  Deeside  to  kill 
his  first  fish,  I  should  have  returned  to  the  south 
and  waited  for  a  thaw.  However,  he  was  bent  on 
killing  a  fish  somehow,  and  begged  me  to  go  to 
Loch  Tay.  In  our  six  days  I  only  got  two  fish, 
while  he,  a  perfect  novice,  took  nineteen,  of  which 
the  heaviest  scaled  331b.  !  We  used  exactly  the 
same  lures,  a  Blue  Phantom  on  one  rod,  a  red  or  e 
on  the  other.  A  day  of  three  or  four  fish  would 
yield  quite  enough  excitement  to  keep  anyone  warm, 
but  when  it  comes  to  sitting  cramped  up  in  a  boat 
in  times  of  bitter  frost  and  heavy  snow-storms  day 
after  day  for  nothing,  it  does  not  appeal  to  my 
ideas  of  sport. 

Certainly  the  first  rush  of  a  Loch  Tay  fish  is 
something  very  grand  and  unlike  anything  that 
takes  place  when  one  is  hooked  from  the  bank  of  a 
river.  There  are  already  some  forty  yards  of  line 
out,  when  away  goes  perhaps  another  fifty  yards 
with  one  uncheckable  rush — a  result  brought  about 
by  a  double  action — the  fish  running  away  from 
the  boat  and  the  boat  running  away  from  the  fish, 
for  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  lure  is  seized  when 
the  boat  is  being  pulled  down  wind,  the  minnow 
spinning  more  steadily  and  truly  than  when  the 
boat  is  being  pulled  against  a  stiff  head  breeze. 

As  soon,  however,  as  the  boat  can  be  reversed 
and  brought  to  follow  the  fish,  there  should  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  result,  for  a  Phantom  has  so  many 
hooks  and  triangles  which  take  such  a  tight  grip  that 
if  matters  go  wrong  after  once  getting  on  terms  with 
the  captive  it  may  nearly  always  be  put  down  to 
bad  management.  Here  are  the  takes  made  on 
the  whole  loch  since  1870,  which  will  show  to  what 
extraordinary  fluctuations  it  has  been  subject : — 


No.  of  Salmon. 

Average  Weight 

1870  . 

. .     460     . . 

.  .  19ib. 

I3oz. 

1871  . 

.     ..     114  .. 

•  •     19  „ 

14  „ 

1872  . 

.     ..     293  .. 

. .     20  „ 

6  „ 

1873  . 

.     ..    779  .. 

. .     22  „ 

13  „ 

1874  . 

.     ..     253  .. 

. .    20  „ 

15  „ 

1875  . 

..    913  .. 

.     21  „ 

14  „ 

1876  . 

. .    476    . . 

.    20  „ 

10  „ 

1877  . 

. .     869     . . 

•     20  „ 

2  „ 

1878  . 

. .     851     .  . 

.    21  „ 

10  „ 

1879  , 

..     356  .. 

•    22  „ 

12  „ 

No.  of  Salmon  .  Average  Weight. 

1880  ..  ..  331  ..  ..  211b.  3oz. 

1881  ..  ..  347  ..  ..  20„  15„ 

1882  ..  ..  139  ..  ..  19  „  4„ 

1883  ..  ..  461  ..  ..  ]9„  11„ 

1884  ..  ..  240  ..  ..  19.,  10„ 

1885  ..  ..  398  ..  ..  20  „  8„ 

1886  ..  ..  379  ..  ..  20  „  3„ 

1887  ..  ..  227  ..  ..  19  „  5„ 

1888  ..  ..  378  ..  ..  18  „  5„ 


jggQjNot  procurable,  but  not  extraordinary. 

After  1890  the  loch  was  opened  on  Jan.  15, 
instead  of  on  Feb.  11,  when  eighty- one  salmon  were 
caught  in  the  extended  time,  the  total  for  1891 
being  325  fish,  with  an  average  of  181b.  From  this 
date  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  total 
takes,  but  the  proprietor  of  the  KilUn  Hotel  has 
kindly  furnished  me  with  those  made  from  there, 
and  if  these  numbers  were  doubled,  it  would  not  be 
far  out  of  the  actual  total  catch  of  the  whole  loch. 

Takes  from  Ktllin  Hotel. 


No.  of  Salmon. 

Average  Weight 

1892  . 

.  .     140     .  . 

.  .     181b.  4oz. 

1893  . 

..     221  .. 

. .     20  „     0  „ 

1894  . 

..     132  .. 

.  .     19  „  3„ 

1895  . 

..     124  .. 

.  .     19  „  0„ 

1896  . 

..     116  .. 

.  .     18  „  9„ 

1897  . 

..     192  .. 

. .     19  „  0„ 

1898  . 

..     118  .. 

. .     19  „  0„ 

1899  . 

..     136  .. 

. .     20  „     0  ., 

From  the  takes  of  these  twenty-seven  years  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  have  only  been  four  very  big 
seasons — namely,  those  of  1873,  1875,  1877,  and 
1878,  the  total  of  the  four  showing  3412  fish,  which 
would  give  an  average  of  forty- three  fish  to  the 
twenty  boats  fishing  the  loch.  The  other  twenty- 
three  years  give  a  return  of  7220  fish,  or  an  average 
of  314  per  season,  which  would  give  sixteen  fish  per 
boat  per  season. 

The  four  bumper  years  were  also  very  good  ones 
on  the  river  Tay,  while  curiously  1880,  a  record  year 
on  the  river,  was  but  an  average  one  on  the  loch. 
During  the  many  happy  days  that  I  have  spent 
on  Tayside  I  have  lost  no  opportunity  of  trying 
to  get  some  explanation  of  the  reason  of  the  four 
big  years  and  then  their  cessation,  but  up  to  the 
present  no  one  has  been  able  to  account  satisfactorily 
for  the  phenomenal  four  seasons  or  to  explain  why 
they  have  not  repeated  themselves.  Experienced 
dwellers  on  Tayside  attribute  the  falUng  off  to 
several  causes  :  (1)  The  introduction  of  the  hang- 
nets  (those  damnable  and  wasteful  engines  which 
killed  both  clean  and  unclean  fish),  which  took 
more  fish  from  the  estuary  than  had  ever  been 
captured  by  the  ordinary  method  of  netting.  (2) 
The  appearance  in  Loch  Tay  in  1882  of  disease 
which  killed  large  numbers  of  fish.  (3)  A  succession 
of  mild  winters  continuing  into  February  caused  an 
absence  of  snow  on  the  Lyon  hills,  making  the  river 
water  warmer  than  the  loch,  thus  diverting  the  run 
of  fish  from  the  loch  to  the  Lyon,  and  though  it  is 
a  fact  that  this  river  holds  more  fish  when  its  waters 
are  of  a  higher  temperature  than  those  of  the  loch, 
nevertheless  it  has  never  yielded  any  extraordinary 
good  takes  to  the  rod  in  the  spring,  as  it  surely  would 
have  done  if  the  bulk  of  the  Loch  Tay  fish  ran  up  it. 
(4)  That  of  late  years  the  loch  has  not  been  so  hard 
fished  as  it  was  prior  to  1880.  With  regard  to  the 
hang-nets,  they  have  been  made  illegal  since  June, 
1900,  thanks  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  although 
the  remaining  three  reasons  may  help  to  explain 
the  falling  off  in  Loch  Tay,  it  can  hardly  be  asserted 
that  they  entirely  account  for  it.  The  season  of 
1900  was  the  worst  on  record,  only  eighty-nine  fish 
having  been  caught  on  the  whole  loch,  the  two 
heaviest  of  39lb.  and  35lb.  falling  respectively  to 
Mr.  Paterson,  fishing  from  Bridge  of  Lochay  Hotel, 
and  Mr.  Holder,  from  Kenmore.  This  very  small 
return  was  attributed  to  the  severe  frost  and  low 
water  of  the  early  season,  which  prevented  the  fish 
from  running  and  kept  them  in  the  lower  reaches 
about  Stanley,  where  more  were  captured  than  for 
the  last  five  and  twenty  springs. 

Putting  aside,  however,  the  ravages  of  disease  in 
1882,  and  which  has  long  since  disappeared,  and 
disregarding  the  vagaries  of  the  weather  which  have 
always  existed,  and  ignoring  the  fact  that  the  loch 
has  not  been  fished  so  much  as  formerly,  I  think 
that  the  falling  off  is  undoubtedly  to  be  attributed 
chiefly  to  the  severer  and  more  scientific  netting 
which  has  reduced  the  stock  of  breeding  fish  to  a 
low  ebb.  If  the  nets  came  off  on  Aug.  20  instead  of 
on  Aug.  26,  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  benefit  of 
loch  and  river,  and  if  this  was  made  the  legal  date 


for  their  ceasing  from  work,  and  if  a  hatchery  on  a 
large  scale  was  started  on  the  Dochart,  then  I  think 
this  famous  loch  would  eventually  regain  its  lost 
prestige.  AngUng  on  Loch  Tay  has  never  been 
downright  cheap,  but  as  a  set-off  against  that 
anglers  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that  if  they  get 
four  fish  in  a  week  they  will  have  801b.  of  salmon  to 
give  away  at  a  time  when  it  ranges  from  5s.  to 
3s.  6d.  a  pound  on  the  fishmonger's  slab,  and  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  in  the  good  times  more  than  one 
angler  has  paid  all  his  expenses  and  made  a  small 
profit  by  selUng  his  fish.  The  best  time  on  the  loch 
is  from  Jan.  15  (the  nets  do  not  commence  till 
Feb.  11)  to  the  end  of  March. 

(To  be  continued.) 


HOW  TO  FISH  A  WEEDY  PIKE 
WATEE. 


The  pond  was  situated  under  the  very  shadow 
of  a  big  and  busy  town.  There  on  a  summer's 
aftemoonlyou  could  sit  in  the  shade  of  one  of  the 
big  chestnuts  that  lazily  dipped  their  leafy  fingers 
before  the  breeze  and  hear  the  distant  hum  of  city 
fife  throbbing  in  undertone  to  the  song  of  the 
thrush,  the  "clack,  clack"  of  the  water-fowl,  and 
the  soft  "  psuk,  psuk "  of  the  tench  amongst  the 
reeds  sucking  in  myriads  of  minute  animalculse. 

Dominating  it,  and  partly  surrounded  by  it,  rose 
the  old  Hall, 

With  all  its  casements  bedded,  and  its  walls 

And  chimneys  muffled  in  the  leafy  vine, 
framed  in  a  long  avenue  of  fine  old  elms,  that 
dwindled  in  diminishing  perspective  away  to  the 
great  highway. 

I  have  called  it  a  pond,  but  in  reality  it  was 
nothing  more  than  an  expanded  ditch,  possibly  the 
dwarfed  and  contracted  remnant  of  an  old  moat, 
from  four  to  eight  feet  deep,  thickly  interspersed 
with  clumps  of  water-lilies,  and  choked  up  all  the 
summer  with  quantities  of  Potamogeton,  Myrio- 
phyllum,  and  other  aquatic  plants.  By  one  end  of 
it  a  river  ran  ;  and  then  was  the  time  to  go,  when 
the  river  was  bank-high  and  the  brown  water  over- 
flowed into  it.  And  in  that  little  umbrageous 
corner,  where  in  autumn  the  leaves  lie  clustered 
together  on  the  surface  in  russet  and  brown 
splotches,  many  a  good  fish  I've  hooked  and  many 
a  good  one  I've  lost.  j 

"  Yes,  that  is  the  very  spot  where  I  landed  a  J 
24-pounder.    You  see  it  was  in  this  way.    When  I 
came  into  possession  of  this  place  some  forty  and 
odd  years  ago  no  one  knew  there  was  any  fish  in 
this  pool  at  all,  but  as  two  broods  of  wild  duck 
which  I  had  introduced  grew  less  and  less  I  began 
to  suspect  the  presence  of  pike,  and  one  evening  I 
brought  out  my  old  salmon  rod,  fastened  a  pike 
hook  to  the  leg  of  one  of  the  remaining  ducklings  ^ 
and  let  it  swim  about,  while  I  sat  down  to  await  K 
events.    I  hadn't  long  to  wait.    Presently  I  saw 
something  dark  encircle  it,  and  the  duckling  dis- 
appeared.   I  had  a  good  fight  for  twenty  minutes, 
and  you  shall  see  the  fish  when  you  come  up  to 
lunch." 

It  was  the  Colonel  who  spoke,  as  he  stood  on  the 
bank  watching  me  put  my  tackle  together,  and  I 
may  say  that  the  barometer  of  my  hopes  rose  con- 
siderably, for  the  small  area  of  water  had  seemed 
to  preclude  the  possibility  of  such  a  fish. 

I  soon  put  up  a  small  roach  and  commenced  to 
spin,  but  the  difficulty  was  where  to  cast.  Tall 
bulrushes  fringed  the  bank,  and  only  here  and 
there  could  I  find  an  opening,  and  when  I  did  the 
thick  growth  of  weed  that  grew  almost  up  to  the 
surface  clung  to  the  many  points  of  my  spinning 
trace  and  spoilt  each  cast.  What  self-respecting 
pike,  I  should  like  to  know,  could  for  one  moment 
be  expected  to  vouchsafe  a  second  glance  at  a 
moving  mass  of  scales  and  weed,  or  at  a  little  fish 
that  wound  its  sinuous  way  through  patches  of 
Spiralis  gathering  sprays  in  tow,  as  the  foot  of  the 
shooter  gathers  the  remnants  of  straw  on  a  stubble 
field  as  he  beats  up-wind  behind  his  dogs. 

Now  a  pike  fisher  must  of  all  men  be  inventive 
if  he  is  going  to  surmount  the  thousand  and  one 
difficulties  which  he  will  encounter  in  pursuing  his 
quarry  into  all  sorts  of  places,  and  therefore  I  pro- 
ceeded to  adopt  a  method  by  which  many  a  time  I 
almost  impossible  places  have  been  fished  with  1 
success.  1 

The  process  is  quite  simple — in  fact,  a  scornful  J 
friend  once  described  it  as  so  primitive  that  it  must 
have  been  the  inherited  instinct  of  antediluviaa  ■ 
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ancestors  quiescent  through  all  the  intervening 
generations — but  he  lived  to  try  it. 

All  you  require  is  an  easy-running  line  (water- 
proofed and  not  too  thick  is  the  best,  and,  better 
than  all  shop  concoctions,  a  little  unsalted  lard  will 
give  marvellous  floating  results),  a  couple  of  yards 
of  stained  gimp  (the  knots  on  a  gut  trace  are  a 
nuisance),  and  a  series  of  three  small  but  strong 
single  hooks  arranged  Stewart  style.  Select  a 
small  dace  or  gudgeon,  kill  it,  run  the  top  hook 
through  both  lips  and  the  bottom  hook  through 
the  dorsal  fin,  then  make  a  small  incision  in  his 
belly  with  your  pocket-knife,  slip  in  a  small  shot 
for  ballast — and  there  you  are.  All  you  have  to  do 
now  is  to  draw  some  fifteen  to  twenty  yards  off  the 
reel  and  cast  your  bait,  Thames  fashion,  into  any 
likely  opening  and  across  weedy  shallows,  work  it 
towards  you  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  with  short 
jerks  of  the  left  hand,  while  you  gather  the  line 
into  coils  over  the  thumb  of  the  right  hand  as  a 
prehminary  to  another  throw.  After  a  Uttle 
practice  you  will  be  able  to  cast  to  an  inch  of  the 
spot  you  wish  to  reach.  The  reason  for  the  method 
is  this.  A  dying  or  sick  fish  always  comes  to  the 
surface,  and  the  jerks  if  carefully  given  will  impart 
a  most  natural  movement  to  your  bait,  and  if  you 
want  nerve-tingUng  sensations — but  I  must  on 
with  my  story. 

It  was  a  typical  November  day,  not  one  on 
which  "the  flying  gold  of  the  ruined  woodlands 
drive  through  the  air,"  but  grey,  warm,  and  windless, 
and  every  leaf  that  dropped  dimpled  the  surface  of 
the  water.  An  hour  remained  before  lunch,  which  I 
was  anxious  to  deserve  if  possible,  but  though  I 
took  pains  to  cast  as  lightly  and  carefully  as 
possible  I  had  covered  every  possible  bit  of  water 
for  fifty  yards  without  running  a  fish,  and  the 
Colonel  began  to  grow  impatient. 

"You  must  come  next  week,"  he  said,  with 
kindly  consideration,  "  and  I'll  have  the  weeds  cut 
for  you."  As  he  spoke  there  was  a  momentary 
flash  of  silver,  a  big  splash  at  our  feet  that  made 
us  start,  and  as  the  ripple  broadened  out  and  died 
away  my  line  began  to .  pass  slowly  through  the 
rings.  I  counted  twenty  and  struck.  Alas  !  for 
one  brief  moment  I  felt  him,  and  then  drew  to  the 
surface  a  mangled  bait  and  a  tangle  of  weeds. 
Neither  I  nor  the  Colonel  spoke  as  we  passed  on. 

Now  a  pike  does  not  always  come  like  that.  As 
a  rule,  in  the  method  I  am  speaking  of,  the  best 
fish  are  deliberate,  and  just  a  little  further  on  as  a 
nice  little  gudgeon  was  pursuing  his  zig-zag  course 
over  an  open  space  it  quickly  disappeared  as  though 
drawn  down  by  an  invisible  hand.  Determined 
not  to  be  premature  this  time,  I  let  him  take  out 
several  yards  of  line  before  striking,  even  at  the 
risk  of  getting  him  fastened  up.  There  came  an 
unmistakable  response  amongst  the  tangle  a  little 
way  down  close  to  the  bank,  and  then  began  a 
game  of  see-saw,  conducted  with  considerable 
patience  on  both  sides  until  my  line — a  fairly 
strong  one — cut  through  the  intervening  weed  and 
I  could  draw  him  to  the  gaff.  Fortunately  there 
were  no  water-lily  roots  just  there,  for  these  some- 
times grow  as  thick  as  a  man's  thigh,  and  woe 
betide  the  tackle  that  comes  in  contact  with  them. 
The  Colonel  smiled  approval  at  the  thick  short  fish 
of  some  71b.  that  lay  on  the  bank,  and  when  a  few 
moments  later  the  lunch  bell  rang,  and  another  of 
about  the  same  size  lay  by  him,  we  responded 
somewhat  unwilhngly,  for  they  were  evidently  on 
the  feed. 

Now  there  are  anglers  to  whom  lunch  is  a  matter 
of  supremest  moment,  and  in  summer"  there  is  no 
more  delightful  hour  than  that  in  which  you  fling 
yourself  under  a  tree  and  munch  your  sandwiches 
with  a  reUsh  that  is  the  joint  offspring  of  an  empty 
stomach  and  a  contented  mind.  But  to  leave  the 
meadows  and  sit  down  to  a  formal  spread,  and  be 
expected  to  talk  like  a  sane  social  man  to  the 
ladies  about  everything  except  fishing  when  the 
best  hour  of  a  winter's  day  is  passing,  is  really 
asking  too  much,  but  on  this  occasion  at  least  I 
had  no  difiBculty  in  restraining  my  impatience  for 
mine  host  was  a  true  sportsman  of  the  old  school ; 
his  stories  were  only  equalled  by  his  wine,  and  both 
were  inimitable.  The  Colonel  was  the  first  to  draw 
attention  to  the  waning  light  and  to  the  fact  that 
I  had  my  reputation  still  to  make,  and  so  leaving 
him  to  his  afternoon  nap  I  strolled  down  to  the 
water. 

There  is  a  laziness  not  conducive  to  active 
exertion  that  takes  hold  of  a  man  after  a  good 
meal;  consequently  when  I  found  a  bit  of  open 
water  where  the  old  moat  widened  out  into  a  little 


lagoon  I  bethought  me  of  a  pipe,  and  sat  down  to 
watch  my  float  moving  hither  and  thither  to  the 
restless  proclivities  of  a  somewhat  substantial  roach 
with  which  it  was  connected — a  restlessness  which 
I  must  confess  I  did  not  share. 

Now  it  is  a  fact,  and  one  worth  remembering, 
that  a  pike  which  will  refuse  one  bait  will  fre- 
quently take  another,  and  the  biggest  and  most 
wary  esox  will  occasionally  be  beguiled  by  the 
substitution  of  a  smaller  temptation  with  less  con- 
spicuous attendant  evils. 

For  I  had  not  been  there  long  before  I  became 
aware  that  a  pike  was  swimming  with  suspicious 
caution  round  and  round  my  bait  (as  I  know  pike 
will,  but  that  is  another  story  which  I  must  reserve 
for  another  occasion),  indicated  by  its  increased 
activity  and  evident  anxiety  to  move  on,  so  I  drew 
it  out  and  replaced  it  by  a  small  gudgeon  and 
smaller  hook.  Scarcely  had  the  float  touched  the 
water  when,  hey  presto  !  down  it  went,  and  the 
pilots  began  to  move  slowly  towards  a  thick  bed  of 
bulrushes  on  the  far  side.  I  struck,  but  felt  no 
responsive  tug,  only  a  strong  heavy  draw  and  the 
pilots  went  steadily  forward.  And  now  they  were 
at  the  verge  of  those  rushes,  and  putting  on  pressure 
until  the  rod  fairly  creaked  and  groaned  I  tried  to 
stop  or  turn  him.  It  was  of  no  avail.  With  a 
supreme  indifference  to  my  puny  efforts  that  was 
truly  remarkable,  float  and  pilots  forged  ahead 
until  they  disappeared,  and  I  could  see — yes, 
positively  see — the  rushes  sway  and  hear  them 
rustle  as  they  parted  before  the  progress  of  that 
strange  monster. 

Presently,  however,  he  stopped  of  his  own  accord, 
and  after  vainly  trying  to  induce  him  to  move  I 
sat  down  and  applied  the  theory  of  waiting  for  a 
weeded  fish  with  a  slack  line.  I  smoked  one  pipe, 
and  then  another,  with  dogged  patience  and  per- 
severance, but  to  all  intents  and  purposes  that  fish 
was  as  comfortable  as  I,  and  save  once  when  he 
moved  a  little  further  on,  just  to  assure  himself 
that  the  connection  was  all  right,  his  patience 
showed  no  signs  of  giving  out.  So  at  length, 
unwilling  to  make  a  night  of  it,  I  had  to  give  in 
first,  and  seizing  hold  of  the  line  with  both  hands 
tugged  for  all  I  was  worth.  It  was  a  case  of  "  pull 
devil,  pull  tailor " — to  differentiate  would  be 
invidious.  SufiSce  it  to  say  that  one  of  us  had  it, 
but  it  was  not  I.  The  Une  snapped,  he  moved 
serenely  on,  and  again  I  heard  the  rustle  of  the 
reeds  as  they  bent  before  his  mighty  bulk. 

I  did  not  tear  my  hair :  I  neither  said  nor  did 
anything  foolish;  I  simply  took  out  my  tackle- 
book,  reverted  to  my  former  method,  and  tried  to 
imagine  myself  content  with  three  more  good-sized 
jack;  under  which  load,  and  after  sundry  con- 
dolences from  my  sympathetic  host  in  the  shape  of 
tea  and  future  invitations,  I  plunged  across  the 
meadow,  now  knee-deep  in  rising  mist,  struck  the 
high  road,  and  caught  a  suburban  tram. 

I  have  visited  that  spot  again  and  yet  again. 
Visions  of  that  monster  have  haunted  me  night  and 
day,  but  he  will  never  be  mine  now,  for  the  old 
Hall  has  passed  into  the  possession  of  those  who 
know  not  Joseph.  Probably  no  human  hand  will 
ever  lure  him  from  his  reedy  fastness,  nor  human 
eye  admire  in  ornamental  case  his  size  and  shape  ; 
for  him  it  is  reserved  to  disappear  in  that  honour- 
able and  yet  mysterious  oblivion  that  leaves  no 
trace  of  the  dead  patriarchs  of  lake  or  river,  and 
obliges  us  poor  mortals  to  rest  content  with  scientific 
conjecture. 

I  can  but  trust  that  the  Recording  Angel  observed 
that  I  kept  silent.  Threaded  Minnow, 


THAMES  TEOUTING. 


April  1  !  An  appropriate  day  for  the  opening 
of  the  Thames  trouting  season.  Many  tried  for 
the  coveted  trout,  many  failed.  It  has  been  so  in 
the  past,  and  unless  the  stock  of  fish  is  largely 
increased  so  it  will  be  in  the  future.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  one  feels  some  surprise  that  the  Thames 
continues  to  maintain  such  a  high  standard  of 
excellence  in  regard  to  specimen  trout.  The  river, 
or  most  of  it,  is  practically  free  to  anglers,  and 
the  principal  thmg  to  regret  is  that  Thames 
trout  seldom  rise  to  the  fly.  Certainly  few  over 
21b.  in  weight  are  ever  caught  by  fly  fishing, 
though  I  remember  Mr.  H.  E.  Lukyn,  of  Sunbury, 
telling  me  how  his  father  (who  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  of  trout  anglers)  caught  a  trout  on  the 
fly  in  Sunbury  Weir  stream  which  scaled  I21b. 
The  fish  was  ultimately  landed  near  the  lock,  I 


know  of  no  other  incident  that  equab  this  in  the 
annals  of  the  river.  Of  course  one  may  take  a 
trout  of  this  sifce  even  in  these  days  of  expert 
fishing — when  the  fish  are  more  or  less  harried. 
But  the  odds  are  nearly  always  against  the  angler's 
success,  and  the  principal  charm  lies  in  the  fact  of 
the  prospect  of  playing  a  big  fish.  This  idea  seems 
to  be  the  predominant  feature  of  the  Thames  trout 
fisherman  and  induces  him  to  persevere  time  after 
time,  and  amidst  endless  disappointments.  It  is 
seldom  one  can  do  as  Mr.  M.  Gomm  did  in  1897 — 
capture  a  9|lb.  trout  the  second  day  of  the  season  ! 
But  it  is  just  this  possibility  that  induces  the 
Thames  angler  to  "  try  his  luck when  trouting 
commences. 

The  famous  river  was  patronised  on  the  open- 
ing day  by  the  usual  devotees,  but  every  year 
we  find  fresh  enthusiasts  entering  the  lists  and 
endeavouring  to  win  their  laurels.  Good  fortune 
is  almost  sure  to  be  the  reward  to  the  angler 
who  is  constant.  He  must,  however,  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  art  of  trouting,  and  must  not 
be  too  persistent.  It  is  far  better  to  wait  for 
a  favourable  moment  when  the  selected  trout 
is  generally  seen  to  feed,  than  to  be  constantly 
sitting  over  the  fish  as  it  were,  or  spinning  too 
frequently  over  it.  This  only  tends  to  keep  the 
fish  "  down,"-  or  spoils  the  angler's  chances  by 
causing  the  fish  to  temporarily  move  its  quarters; 
Some  anglers  insist  upon  stating  that  Thames  trout 
are  "  fearfully  shy  "  ;  but  this  has  not  been  my 
experience,  for  I  have  seen  a  fish  feeding  close 
under  the  stern  of  a  punt  where  an  angler  was 
fishing,  and  I  have  seen  a  fish  leap  up  from  a 
"run"  at  a  weir  when  an  angler  had  been  doing 
his  level  best  to  scare  him.  Still,  it  cannot  im- 
prove one's  chance  of  getting  a  fish  if  the  weir  be 
constantly  fished  over  all  day,  and  it  is  far  better 
to  take  Thames  trouting  coolly  and  quietly. 

Although,  as  is  shown  above,  it  is  possible  to 
take  a  large  trout  in  the  open  water  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  season,  the  beginner,  at  any  rate, 
is  more  likely  to  succeed  at  a  weir.  But  he  must 
be  careful  of  the  numerous  obstacles  or  be  well 
suppKed  with  tackle.  A  gudgeon  or  bleak  is  the 
bait  principally  used,  though  I  have  heard  of  a  big 
trout,  after  refusing  both  these  baits,  falling  a  victim 
to  three  minnows  which  were  hooked  through  the 
lips  on  a  small  triangle. 

During  the  first  fortnight  of  the  last  season  three 
members  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  each 
had  a  Thames  trout,  the  fish  all  going  over  61b. 
each.  This  shows  that  trout  are  to  be  had  quite 
early  in  April.  There  are,  however,  no  definite 
rules  by  which  the  tyro  can  be  guided,  for  different 
anglers  adopt  different  styles  ;  and  when  one  has 
seen  a  trout  of  5|lb.  secured  by  an  angler  who  was 
using  a  pike  float,  and  the  bait  having  about  three 
triangles  on  each  side  of  it,  one  is  rather  inclined  to 
doubt  whether  Thames  trout  are  over  particular. 
It  seems  to  me  to  resolve  itself  into  this  :  The  fish 
will  feed  when  he  is  hungry  on  any  bait  which  passes 
before  him  quickly.  It  matters  very  Little  whether 
it  be  a  bleak,  a  gudgeon,  or  an  artificial  bait.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  fish  is  not  on  the  feed  the 
novice  ia  not  Hkely  to  be  able  to  tempt  him.  A 
feeding  fish  can  frequently  be  caught  if  the  angler 
can  draw  a  spinning  bait  quickly  in  front  of  him  as 
he  is  seen  'chasing  a  bait.  On  April  1.  however, 
spinm'ng  was  useless,  as  the  water  was  too  much 
coloured  for  that  method.  Those  had  the  best  chance 
who  tried  well  up  on  the  sill  of  the  weir,  for  the 
water  was  high,  and  that  would  be  the  most  likely 
place  under  the  circumstances. 

"  John  Bickerdyke  "  is  of  opinion  that  Whitsun- 
tide is  better  than  Easter  for  Thames  trouting,  and 
it  is  probable  that  this  year,  at  any  rate,  the  season 
will  be  a  little  late,  owing  to  the  sudden  change  from 
very  warm  to  cold,  rainy  weather.  But  the  true 
Thames  trout-fisher  will  not  wait  for  Whitsun — he 
will  go  as  soon  and  as  often  as  possible  to  his 
favourite  weir  or  point  and  will  stick  to  trouting 
until  he  gets  a  trout,  or  the  coarse  fishing  opens.  ♦ 
The  fishing  in  the  open  reaches  is  better  above 
Shepperton  than  below  it ;  but  the  weir  fishing  is 
best  atChertsey,  Pangbourne,  Bell  Weir.  Shepperton, 
or  Sunbury.  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Ready, 
piice  Is.  net,  or  post  tree  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  ho  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  id.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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FISHING  AT  NELSON,  BKITISH 
COLUMBIA. 
By  a.  F.  Armit. 

I  HAVE  noticed  of  late  that  a  good  deal  has  been 
Written  and  is  being  said  regarding  the  excellence 
of  the  trout  and  salmon  fishing  in  the  vicinity  of 
Victoria,  on  Vancouver  Island.  Now  I  would  Uke 
to  say  a  few  words  in  favour  of  Nelson,  in  West 
Kootenay,  as  an  angler's  paradise. 

Nelson,  half  mining  town,  half  business  centre  of 
that  particular  portion  of  B.C.,  is  situated  directly 
on  the  Kootenay  River,  and  some  fourteen  or  fifteen 
miles  from  where  it  joins  the  Columbia.  Nelson  is 
a  place  easy  of  access,  both  from  the  States  and 
from  all  Canadian  points  ;  the  C.P.R.  has  a  line  in 
there,  and  the  Nelson  and  Fort  Shepard  Railway 
connects  it  with  Spokane  ;  there  are  good  hotels 
where  the  sportsman  may  put  up,  and  there,  above 
all,  is  the  river  at  his  feet  and  teeming  with  what  I 
believe  are  the  gamiest  trout  in  British  Columbia, 
In  May  and  June  one  may  have  rare  sport  trolling 
for  char  through  the  narrows  at  Balfour — but  a  few 
miles  distant  from  Nelson.  These  fish  are  a  species 
of  salmon,  and  run  anywhere  from  four  to  eighteen 
and  twenty  pounds  in  weight.  They  are,  however, 
rather  an  inferior  fish  from  a  chef's  point  of  view. 

One  great  thing  in  favour  of  the  Kootenay  trout 
is  that  he  has  not  yet  become  too  shy  through  over- 
fishing,  the  superiority  of  the  river  being  as  yet  but 
little  known,  comparatively  speaking. 

The  fish  are  of  the  rainbow  variety,  such  as  are 
to  be  found  in  California  and  in  the  Gunnison  River, 
in  Colorado,  though  they  do  not  run  quite  as  large 
as  in  the  latter  river  ;  this  possible  defect,  however, 
is  amply  counterbalanced  by  their  remarkable 
fighting  quaUties.  I  have  known  it  to  take  close 
on  half  an  hour  to  land  a  pouad  and  a  half  trout 
in  Kootenay  River,  and  in  smooth  water  at  that. 

Some  few  miles  below  Nelson,  at  a  spot  called 
Ward's  Crossing,  the  very  acme  of  the  Kootenay 
fishing  is  to  be  had.  Here  the  river  has  been 
forced  through  a  narrow  gorge  in  the  mountains, 
thus  forming  a  series  of  tremendous  rapids,  and 
here  in  these  rapids  and  swirUng,  foaming  masses 
of  water  lie  the  kings  of  the  Kootenay  trout.  They 
are  of  much  larger  size  and  far  stronger  and  gamier 
than  those  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  and  they 
know  not  what  it  is  to  be  timid  and  wary.  Always 
battling  with  the  rushing  currents  of  the  stream 
has  apparently  made  them  of  a  peremptory,  not  to 
say  violent,  disposition.  They  snatch  at  a  fly  with 
a  dash  and  splash  and  whirl  of  gleaming  sides  that 
is  often  disconcerting  to  the  newcomer,  unused  to 
their  ways.  The  rough  water  helps  them  and  lends 
them  weight,  and  one  has  often  been  deceived  into 
thinking  he  has  hooked  some  real  record-breaker, 
though  when  netted  the  fish  on  the  end  of  the  Une 
may  tip  the  scales  at  under  21b.  They  are  rare 
fighters,  those  trout,  and  game  to  the  very  last. 
Often  when  apparently  safely  landed  on  shore  or 
in  the  boat,  one  last  almost  superhuman  flap  will 
place  them  in  their  native  element  once  more.  I 
think  the  largest  trout  I  ever  heard  of  as  being  taken 
at  that  point  weighed  7^1b.,  and  the  smallest  lib.  ; 
fish  of  lesser  weight  cannot  live  in  the  rough  and 
boiling  water  there.  The  early  morning  and  late 
afternoon  and  evening,  even  till  dark,  are  the  best 
times  to  fish  at  Ward's  Crossing,  and  as  a  rule  during 
the  summer  the  trains  to  and  from  Nelson  run  at 
such  hours  as  make  this  possible.  I  have  more 
than  once  been  one  of  a  party  of  fishermen  returning 
from  Wai'd's,  after  an  evening's  sport,  with  creels, 
nets,  and  even  coat  pockets  full  to  overflowing  with 
the  speckled  beauties.  And  these  trout  for  eating 
are  of  a  quality  not  to  be  excelled,  I  beheve,  by  any 
trout  in  the  world,  bar  none. 

And  in  the  matter  of  flies  their  tastes  are  ex- 
tremely catholic.  They  will  rise  to  almost  any  fly, 
if  they  are  on  the  rise  at  all.  The  writer,  however, 
has  had  best  luck  with  the  March  Brown,  Red  Ant, 
Claret  and  Seal,  and  that  old  standby,  the  Coach- 
man. Now  and  then  some  nameless  fly,  evolved 
from  the  imagination  of  some  thoughtful  fisherman, 
has  met  with  great  success,  and  flies  with  just  a 
touch  of  red  in  wings  or  tail  have  been  found  to  be 
very  useful. 

I  think  I  am  safe  in  advising  all  who  have  the  time, 
the  means,  and  who  are  true  lovers  of  the  sport,  to 
make  a  trial  of  the  Kootenay  River,  making  Nelson, 
wl  ich  is  an  agreeable  little  town  in  which  to  pass  a 
few  weeks  or  even  months,  tlieir  headquarters. 
—Jiod  and  Gun  in  Canada. 


WALBEAN  LIMITED'S  NEW 
CATALOGUE,  ETC. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran,  38a,  Wellington-street, 
Leeds,  sends  us  a  copy  of  his  new  catalogue  of  nearly 
150  pages,  pocket  size  (-lin.  by  5in.),  with  many 
illustrations.  It  is  in  every  way  well  got  up  and  very 
complete.  Mr.  Walbran  has  lent  us  three  of 
the  illustrations,  including  a  view  of  "  Ti'out  Fishing 
on  the  Hutt  River,  New  Zealand,"  and  a  picture 
of  a  grand  basket  of  seven  brace  of  New  Zealand 
trout,  weighing  30|lb.,  caught  by  Mr.  F.  Whitley, 
of  WeUington,  N.  Z.,  who  also  sent  Mr.  Walbran 


that  has  yet  been  devised.''-  It  is  inexpensive  and 
looks  very  strong. 

The  "  LiUiput  Spinner  "  is  intended  for  spinning 
a  small  minnow  for  trout  in  clear  water.  In  it  the 
hooks  and  everything  are  reduced  to  a  minimum  of 
fineness.  It  is  the  most  delicate  little  spinner  we 
have  ever  seen,  and  yet  strong  and  well  made.  We 
think  two  of  tlie  tiny  triangles  might  well  be  dis- 
pensed with,  as  one  at  the  head,  one  in  the  middle, 
and  one  at  tlie  tail  of  the  bait  are  ample,  and  give 
quite  enough  bother  to  extract  from  a  fish's  mouth 
or  the  meshes  of  a  net. 

Mr.  Walbran  sends  us  some  of  the  best  fine  un- 
drawn gut  which  we  have  seen  for  a  long  time,  both 


Teout  FisHiiNu  OiN  ruE  Hutt  Riveb,  New  Zealand. 
(from  Mr.  Walbran's  catalogue.) 


Fourteen  Trout. 
(Weighing  3C111,).,  cauglit  by  F.  Whitley,  Waiiiui-o-Mata,  New  Zealand,  Nov,  1,  1902.) 
i^Fiom  Mr.  Walbran's  catalogue.) 


the  photographs.  The  third  picture  shows  a  basket 
of  twenty-two  brace  of  grayhng,  weighing  29^1b., 
killed  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Moxon  on  the  Eden,  Dec.  10 
and  11,  1902.  Evidently  the  grayling  have  become 
at  home  in  that  fine  river. 

Among  the  novelties  in  the  catalogue  we  notice 
"  Paley's  Patent  Reversible  Landing  Ring."  Only 
the  other  day  an  angler  who  called  at  our  ofiice 
referred  to  Mr.  Paley  as  one  of  the  best  anglers  in 
the  north  of  England,  and  as  the  inventor  of 
Palev's  pouch  or  case  for  holding  casts  Le  is  known 
far  and  wide.  The  new  ring  is  claimed  to  be  "  one 
of  the  most  simple  and  efl'ective  folding-over  bows 


made  up  into  three-yard  casts  and  in  strands  of 
different  degi-ees  of  fineness.  It  is  thus  described 
in  the  catalogue 

"  This  is  the  pick  of  the  new  crop  of  this  season's 
gut;  the  supply  is  Umited.  The  price  runs  as 
follows,  per  100  strands — 14in.,  6s.  6d.  ;  16in., 
7s.  6d.  ;  18in.,  8s.  6d.  ;  20in.,  10s.  ;  or  made  up 
into  '  Walbran's  special  all-long  strands,'  3yd. 
casts,  price  Is.  each.". 

We  should  feel  perfectly  comfortable  with  a 
dozen  of  these  casts  in  our  book,  and  after  all 
the  quaUty  of  the  gut  line  is  the  most  important 
factor  in  securing  success  in  almost  any  kind  of 
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angling.  It  is  easy  enough  to  get  fine  gut.  but 
it  is  a  rare  thing  to  get  strong  fine  gut,  and  this 
is  strong— in  fact,  in  testing  some  of  the  strands 
we  could  not  help  saying  that  this  gut  would  have 
pleased  even  Marryat.  A  capital  feature  in  this 
catalogue  is  that  everything  is  numbered.  For 
instance,  suppose  a  dry-fly  angler  or  other  angler 
who  occasionally  laieels  when  fishing  wants  an 
excellent  leather  knee-cap.  he  can  get  one  for  one 
shilling  by  ordering  No.  846a  of  Mr.  Walbran. 
Baits,  flies,  rods,  lines,  reels,  everything  has  its 
number  as  well  as  its  price,  and  generally  an  illus- 
tration. This  excellent  catalogue  shows  evidence 
of  the  practical  angler's  knowledge  all  through. 


AMEKICAN  NOTES. 

In  defining  the  diffe  rence  between  wet  and  dry 
fly,  page  3G  of  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing  in  Theory  and 
Practice,"  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford  states  "  that  the  dry 
fly  is  an  imitation  of  a  winged  insect,  either  emerging 
or  emerged  from  the  nymph  state,  on  the  surface 
■of  the  stream,  while  the  sunk  (wet  ?)  fly  is  an  imita- 
tion of  the  larva  or  nymph  moving  in  the  water, 
or  of  a  winged  insect  when  water -logged  or  droivned." 
It  is  to  the  last  sentence  that  I  wish  to  draw  atten- 
tion, as  I  think  it  embodies  a  popular  error,  which 
is  accepted  as  fact,  not  only  by  the  diy  fly  purist, 
but  by  many  wet  fly  fishermen. 

A  well-dressed  fly  just  under  the  surface  has  the 


activity.  I  have  fished  some  of  the  big  limestone 
streams  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  are  many  mill- 
dams,  and  do  not  think  that  the  fish  put  up  as 
good  a  fight  as  they  do  in  rougher  waters. 

Sometimes  we  think  that  we  know  a  great  deal 
about  trout  and  fly  fishing,  again  that  we  are  absolute 
ignoramuses.  At  least  I  find  many  of  the  best 
anglers  everywhere  diflSdent  in  expressing  their 
opinions  and  loath  to  lay  down  the  law.  We  are 
constantly  learning  and  unlearning. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  fly  fishing  affords  a 
wide  field  for  speculation  and  study.  It  is  only  by 
expressing  our  opinions  and  giving  our  experience 
that  we  can  draw  out  others. 

Though  not  favourably  situated  for  observation 
at  present,  I  have  seen  a  good  many  small  brown 
ephemera  this  month.  We  have  a  black  gnat  with 
clear  white  wings  that  hatches  out  in  great  numbers 
in  March.  There  is  a  large  brown  ephemera  in  some 
of  the  limestone  streams  early  in  April  which  is  about 
the  colour  of  the  wings  of  a  Pink  Wickam.  A 
smaller  brown  is  very  abundant  in  May  in  mountain 
streams.  The  body  is  dark  brown,  closely  ribbed 
with  gold,  dark  speckled  brown  wings  and  legs  and 
speckled  brown  tail.  This  fly  becomes  much  lighter 
as  the  weather  grows  warmer.  I  think  that  it 
changes  into  a  yellow-bodied  spinner  with  blue  eyes, 
but  I  have  always  been  too  late  to  find  it  heavily 
on,  and  have  only  secured  a  few  specimens.  By  the 
way.  I  put  these  flies  in  small  bottles  filled  with 
alcohol,  as  advised  by,  I  think,  Mr.  Halford.  They 


oneself  by  using  flies  several  sizes  smaller  than  the 
natural  insect  ?  As  to  lines  a  well-dressed  double 
taper  E  line  is  heavy  enough  for  dry  fly,  and  I  think 
the  G  is  heavy  enough  for  ordinary  small  stream 
fishing. 

Mr.  flialford  speaks  of  the  impossibility  of  putting 
a  winged  sedge  lightly  on  the  water  in  calm  weather 
{see  "  Dry  Fly  Entomology,"  page  155).  Would 
not  a  light  fine  line  answer  on  bright,  quiet  days  V 
It  might  be  necessary  also  to  use  a  lighter,  more 
supple  rod.  I  would  very  much  like  to  handle  a 
really  first-class  dry  fly  rod  of  Engli.sh  make,  such 
as  the  "  Houghton  "  or  "  Hardy-Marston,"  with 
the  reel  and  hne  suited  to  its  action  attached.  I 
prefer  a  powerful  rod.  I  have  a  Hardy  lOoz. 
"  Perfection,"  but  it  is  old,  and  I  have  always 
thought  was  made  a  trifle  soft  in  action  to  suit  the 
supposed  requirements  of  an  American. 

It  is  said  by  experienced  men  in  this  country 
that  steel  ribbing  spoils  the  action  of  a  good  split 
bamboo,  making  it  dull  and  leaden.    I  do  not  think 
that  anyone  cares  about  steel  centres.     One  com- 
pany makes  and  sells  great  numbers  of  hollow  stee 
rods,  so  they  must  be  favourites  with  many.  I 
tried  one  when  they  first  came  out  and  did  not  fancy 
it  at  all.    It  was  hard  on  the  wrist  and  unpleasant 
to  fish  with.    The  fine  ran  through  the  centre  of 
the  rod,  and  when  wet  would  not  run  freely.  I 
understand  that  they  have  been  greatly  improved, 
and  are  now  jointed  in  the  usual  way,  with  outside 
guides.    The  great  thing  is,  I  beUeve,  to  get  really 
first-rate  bamboo  or  cane  to  put  into  rods.  Having 
close  relations  with  India,  English  rod  makers 
should  be  able  to  command  the  very  best  cane 
grown  in  that  country,  but  judging  by  the  recent 
correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  am  inclined 
to  doubt  whether  they  do  get  it  or  not.  Leonard 
and  one  or  two  other  makers  do  manage  to  get  most 
excellent  materials,  but  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
find  two  rods  that  are  identical,  though  made  to 
gauge.    One  can  buy  a  fly  rod  in  this  country 
made  of  six  strip  split  bamboo  or  cane  nowadays  for 
a  little  over  half  a  dollar,  say  three  shillings  English 
money.    This  is  the  same  kind  of  cane  used  in 
making  the  best  rods.    It  is  the  stuff  thrown  out 
after  grading  the  cane  by  the  large  manufacturers. 
They  make,  say,  first,  second,  and  third  quality 
rods,  and  the  refuse  is  worked  up  with  the  cheapest 
fittings  and  sold  below  cost  to  save  something  on 
the  whole  output  of  rods  of  all  grades. 

Theodoke  Gordon. 


FoBTY-roUB  GRAYLI>fG. 
(Weighins  2f)ilb.,  caught  hyj.  A.  Moxon  on  the  Eden,  December  10  and  11,  19J2.) 
(ft-om  Mr.  Walbran' s  catalogue.) 


appearance  of  a  perfect  insect,  on  the  surface,  to  the 
trout  whose  education  has  not  been  carried  to  a 
comparatively  high  point  by  persecution.  A  fly 
that  IS  wet  when  out  of  the  water  is  a  draggled, 
messy-looking  object,  but  place  it  in  the  water,  and 
immediately  all  the  fibres  are  ordered  right,  and  it 
looks  just  as  well  as  when  dry. 

A  wet  fly  man  frequently  casts  over  rising  fish, 
with  a  well-dressed  copy  of  the  natural  fly  on  the 
water,  just  as  he  would  with  a  dry  fly,  and  catches 
trout,  too,  practically  for  the  same  reasons  that 
would  give  him  success  with  the  dry  fly. 

I  have  been  tempted  to  say  my  httle  say  in  this 
matter  because  I  think  there  is  a  misapprehension 
of  facts  among  many  people.  Over  here  more 
and  more  dry  fly  fishing  is  done  every  year, 
at  least  in  the  middle  States,  on  hard  fi'shed 
streams,  and  I  note  that  it  is  the  most  skilful  of 
the  wet  fly  men  who  take  to  dj^v  fly  and  are  most 
successful. 

Fortunately  for  us  we  are  not  obliged  to  use  such 
small  flies  as  are  usually  necessary  in  your  chalk 
streams.  00  or  000  hooks  would  be  a  great  handicap 
on  a  big  rough  stream  where  the  trout  could  perhaps 
by  a  short  run  reach  a  long  heavy  rapid.  I  do  not 
bjUeve  that  trout  inhabiting  gently  flowing  rivers 
have  the  power  or  dash  possessed  by  fish  whose 
home  is  in  a  brawling  rocky  stream;  at  least, 
when  the  water  is  cold.  When  the  temperature  rises 
in  July  and  August  the  trout  lose  much  of  their 


became  much  darker  and  came  to  pieces  in  a  very 
annoying  way. 

I  find  it  very  difficult  to  find  feathers  at  all  satis- 
factory for  winging  the  pale  or  light  coloured  duns. 
We  have  no  bird  resembhng  the  starling,  which  at 
different  ages  supplies  a  great  variety  of  shades. 
I  have  imported  a  few  starhng  feathers,  but  have 
usually  received  only  dark  ones,  and  they  are  rather 
too  small  for  many  of  our  duns. 

I  regret  that  I  have  not  time  to  dye  feathers, 
quills,  etc.  Probably  great  patience  is  required  to 
ensure  good  results. 

In  the  early  spring  all  the  streams  are  full,  and 
pure  cold  water  is  to  be  found  everywhere.  Trout 
are  sometimes  found  in  the  most  unexpected  places, 
and  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  run 
up  from  the  big  rivers,  and  even  from  the  ocean 
itself.  Large  fish  are  taken  in  April  where  later  in 
the  season  not  a  trout  is  to  be  found.  Fontinalis 
and  Irideus  both  go  to  sea  when  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent.  As  to  fario,  I  do  not  know,  but  probably 
it  will  do  the  same. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  be  an  authority  upon  any 
subject,  and  hope  that  my  random  notes,  if  pub- 
lished, will  simply  be  received  as  jottings  by  a 
humble  brother  who  is  not  particularly  fly. 

Some  years  ago  I  had  a  fad  for  small  flies  and 
heavy  lines,  and  clung  to  both  until  I  learned 
through  bitter  experience  to  use  larger  hooks  and 
as  fine  a  line  as  would  do  the  work.    Why  handicap 


EECOED  OF  LAEGE  FISH  CAUGHT 
DUEING  THE  SEASON  1902-3. 

According  to  our  usual  custom,  we  give  a  list 
of  fine  fish — excluding  salmon — caught  during  the 
past  season,  and  the  waters  in  which  they  were 
captured.  Of  late  years  an  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  Thames  trout  fishing,  owing  to  the  numerous 
artificially-hatched  fario  which  have  been  introduced 
by  the  various  fishery  preservation  societies  of  that 
river.  A  good  record  of  fine  specimens  was  made 
during  the  opening  month  of  the  season,  the  lOJlb. 
Henley  trout  being  a  very  handsome  fish. 

April,  1902. 
Thames — Shepperton,  trout,  5^1b.,  61b.,  and  71b.  ; 
Molesey  Weir,  trout,  6lb.  6oz.  ;  Teddington,  trout, 
6|lb.  and  71b.  2oz.  ;  Sunbury,  trout,  5lb.  ;  Bourne 
End,  trout.  6lb.  3oz.  ;  Henley,  trout.  lOJlb. 
Robinswood  Reservoir.  Gloucestershire,  trout, 
5;^lb.  Dee,  Scotland,  trout,  5Jlb.  Ireland— Lough 
Melvin,  trout,  61b.,  5lb.,  and  5lb.  Lough  Derg. 
trout.  8|lb.  and  61b. 

May. 

The  early  part  of  this  month  was  as  cold  as 
December,  the  thermometer  registering  as  low  as 
thirty-four  degrees  in  the  south  of  England,  with 
storms,  snow,  hail,  and  frosts.  Trout  were  not 
"  rising  "  well  in  the  EngUsh  rivers,  but  in  Irish 
waters  many  fine  trout  were  taken.  Arnong  others, 
the  following  :  — 

Ireland— AiTOw,  trout,  91b.,  61b.,  61b.,  6Ib.,  SJlb., 


Corrib.  trout,  Jib.  and  4^1b.  :  Lough  Conn,^ti•bwf^■ 
lOlb.,  41b.,  and  4flb.  ;  Lough  Mask,  trbiii  4^1t|. 
Lough  Erne,  trout,  4lb.,  4|lb.,  and  "s'lb.' ;  Rive'r"' 
Shannon,  trout,  4lb.,  4ilb.,  4 Jib  ,  and  5lb.  River 
Ruthven,  Scotland,  trout,  5iH>.l  i  Thames,  rShdp- 
perton,  trout,  8Jlb.  Derwent, -Matlook,  I  tiiout^F 
S.  levenensis,  3\h.  ]ioz.    i  i    . -i,'  .. 
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Derwent,  Matlock,  trout,  41b.  6oz.  Thames — 
Buscot,  trout,  5lb.  ;  Radcot,  trout,  61b.  ;  Shiplake, 
trout,  4|lb.  ;  Henley,  chub.  4)b.  Ouse,  Hunting- 
donshire, chub,  41b.,  4lb..  and  4|lb.  ;  perch,  2Jlb. 
Cobham,  Surrey,  carp,  GJlb.,  7|lb..  7|lb.  Wharfe, 
Tadcaster,  barbel,  8Jlb.  Ireland — Lough  Corrib, 
trout,  71b.,  81b.,  4^1  b.,  4^1b.  ;  Lough  Melvin,  trout, 
51b.,  5Uh.,  6|lb.,  and  6 Jib.  ;  Lough  Derraveragh, 
trout,  4|lb.,  5^]h..  5ilb.,'7i:lb.,  7flb.  ;  Lough  Erne, 
trout,  5|lb.  and  7^1b. ;  Lough  Mask,  trout,  5lb.,  81b., 
and  9Jlb.  ;  Lough  Conn,  trout,  5|lb.  ;  River 
Shannon,  trout,  61b.  ;  Lough  Ennell,  trout  4|lb.  ; 
pike,  241b.  ;  Lough  Conn,  pike.  231b.  Scotland — 
Loch  Carna,  trout,  4|lb.  ;  Sutherland,  trout, 
iS'.  ferox,  61b.  ;  Grian  Water,  trout.  S.  ferox,  7|lb., 
91b.  ;  Don,  trout,  4ilb.  and  5lb.  2oz. 

July. 

Thames — Lechlade,  trout.  4Jlb.  ;  Reading,  barbel, 
8|lb.  ;  Medmenham,  barbel,  7lb..  5lb.,  7^1b.,  and 
81b.  ;  chub.  51b.  ;  Henley,  chub,  4|lb.  ;  Wargrave, 
chub,  5lb.  }\  Shiplake,  chub,  4|lb.  ;  St.  John's 
Bridge,  chub,  5lb.  2oz.  ;  Henley,  barbel,  91b.  and 
71b.  ;  Molesey,  barbel,  5^1b.  ;  Penton  Hook, 
barbel,  7|lb.  ;  Teddington,  barbel,  5lb.  and  61b.  ; 
Hampton,  roach,  21b.  2oz.  ;  Sonning,  roach,  21b.  2oz. 
Bure,  Norfolk,  roach,  2Jlb.  Witham,  Lincolnshire, 
bream,  61b..  5jlb.,  and  6Jlb.  Stour,  Suffolk,  bream, 
51b.  6oz.  Dogdyke,  Lincolnshire,  ■  bream,  61b.  5oz. 
^,  Chichester  Harbour,  sea-perch  or  bass,  8lb.  and  91b. 
Plymouth,  bass,  81b.,  lOlb.,  121b.  ;  Saltash  (bass 
caught  in  a  net),  221b.  ;  Hastings,  bass.  12|lb. 
Brixton,  bass,  131b.  Ireland — Lough  Corrib, 
trout,_5lb.,  61b.,  e^lb.,  81b.,  6ilb..  81b.,  8ilb.,  6lb., 
71b  ,  6^1b.,  and  ll\h.  ;  Lough  Melvin,  trout,  S. 
ferox,  6|lb.,  5|lb.  ;  Lough  Mask,  trout,  61b.  and  4-|lb.; 
Lough  Corrib,  pike,  271b.,  311b.  ;  Loughs  Conn  and 
Cullen,  pike,  221b.,  251b.,  271b.,  291b. 

Alluding  to  Irish  pike  fishing,  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  July  19,  1902,  page  51,  said  :— "  One  of  the  best 
and  most  zealous  baihffs  of  Lough  Conn  Preservation 
Association  is  Mr.  John  Macnamara ;  he  knows 
both  the  Loughs  Conn  and  Ciillen  most  thoroughly, 
liaving  had  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  both 
those  waters  extending  over  twenty-three  years. 
Mr.  Macnamara  is  most  trustworthy,  and  it  is  in- 
teresting to  know  that  notwithstanding  the  '  fairy 
tales  '  told  of  enormous  pike  having  been  killed  in 
Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  that  during  the  whole  of 
his  twenty-three  years'  experience  the  largest  killed 
weighed  i4:lh.—and  that  was  shot  ;  the  next  largest 
weighed  361b.,  killed  by  a  blow  from  the  hlade  of  an 
oar  ;  and  the  largest  he  had  ever  seen  captured  by 
rod  and  line  weighed  271b."- 

AtTGUST. 

Thames— Marlow  Millpool,  barbel,  111b.  ;  Ted- 
dington. barbel,  61b.  5oz.  ;  Twckenham,  barbel, 
6lb.  ;  Thames  Ditton,  barbel,  6Jlb.  ;  Penton  Hook, 
barbel,  91b.  ;  bream,  71b.  Lea.  bream,  5 Jib.,  ejlb., 
6|lb.,  Q'^lh.,  5 Jib.,  5lb.  Wensum,  Norwich,  bream, 
6|lb.'  Nene.  Wisbech,  bream,  5lb.  and  5lb.  Witham, 
Lincolnshire,  bream.  5lb.  14oz.  Thames — Henlev, 
chub,  51b.  Ouse,  St.  Neots.  chub,  5|11).,  5ilb'  ; 
tench,  3|lb.  and  41b.  Exeter  Canal,  carp,  111b.  ; 
perch,  4^1b.  ;  tench,  51b.  Trent,  chub,  5jlb.  ; 
perch,  2|lb.  Chichester  Canal,  carp,  8|lb.  ;  perch, 
31b.  Chichester  Harbour,  bass,  101b.  Hastings, 
bass,  9|lb.  Derwent  Derbyshire,  trout,  4lb.,  41b., 
4|lb.  Deveron,  Scotland,  yellow  trout,  111b. 
Ireland — Lough  Melvin,  trout.  S.  ferox,  6|lb.,  5|lb.  ; 
gillaroo  trout,  91b.  ;  LoUgh  Conn,  trout,  5^1b.  ; 
Lough  Mask,  trout.  81b.  ;  pike,  201b.  ;  Lough  Conn, 
pike,  251b.,  281b. 

-  September. 

Avon,  Ringwood,  Hants,  roach,  21b.  2oz.  and  21b. 
loz.  Colne,  Middlesex,  bream,  4f-lb.  Witham, 
Lincolnshire,  bream,  6Jlb.  Nene,  Peterborough, 
roach,  21b.  3oz.  Thames — Henley,  chub,  41b.,  41b., 
4 Jib.,  4 Jib.  ;  Hambledon,  chub,  4 Jib.  Kennct, 
chub,  4Jlb.  Exeter  Canal,  carp,  ll|lb.  Chichester 
Canal,  perch,  3Jlb.  Plymouth,  bass,  101b.  and 
ll|lb.  Clacton-on-Sea,  bass,  151b.  River  Hull, 
Yorks,  trout,  5Jlb.  Teifi,  Wales,  trout,  41b.  2oz, 
Ireland— Lough  Corrib,  trout.  5lb..  5|lb.,  61b.,  5Jlb.  ; 
Lough  Melvvn,  trout,  91b.  and  5lb.  Lough  Neagh. 
Great  Lake  trout.  35lb.  ;  Lough  Mask,  pike,  22rb., 
251b.,  271b.,  301b.  ;  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  pike, 
211b.,  211b.,  211b.,  221b.,  231b.  ;  Lough  Corrib,  pike, 
281b.  ;     Derwent,  Yorks,  pike,  201b. 

October. 

Loch  Awe.  Scotland,  trout,  8.  ferox,  91b.  Crosby 
Pond,-  Lincolnshire,  carp,  17|lb.,  14Jlb.,  lOJlb. 
Sandtoft.  Lincolnshire,  pike,  20|lb.    River  Lark, 


Bury  St.  Edmunds,  pike,  24|lb.  Exeter  Canal, 
pike,  23 Jib.  Thames,  Buscot,  pike,  20Jlb.  Wye, 
Wales,  pike,  201b.  and  241b.  Loughs  Conn  and 
Cullen,  Ireland,  pike,  201b.,  201b..  25lb. 

It  gratifies  me  to  record  that  a  lady  angler,  one 
of  the  most  skilful  and  enthusiastic  I  evf r  had  the 
pleasure  of  fishing  with,  enjoyed  rare  sport  one  day 
this  month  at  Naseby  Reservoir.  She  captured 
twenty-eight  pike,  some  of  the  fish  weighing  from 
13Alb.  to  191b.  each.  Her  total  for  the  season 
caught  in  that  fine  expanse  of  water  was  143  pike, 
including  fish  of  25lb.,  201b.,  191b.,  1741b..  171b., 
151b.,  13ilb.,  121b.,  121b.,  11  Jib.,  111b.,  and  101b. 

November. 

Thames — Teddington,  carp,  6Ib.  2oz.  ;  Wargrave, 
tench,  41b.  Kennet,  roach,  21b.  3oz.  Ouse,  Hunts, 
perch,  21b.  9oz.  ;  Eden,  Cumberland,  chub,  6Jlb.- ; 
Torcross  Ley,  Devon,  pike,  22Jlb.  Private  water, 
Notts,  pike,  201b.  Ireland— Lough  Mask,  pike. 
221b.  ;  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen,  pike.  201b.,  231b., 
221b.,  and  241b.  Near  Chippenh  am,  Wilts,  pike, 
251b. 

December. 

Thames — Oxford,  perch,  3Jlb.  :  Teddington, 
pprch.  2J]b.  Exeter  Canal,  perch,  2Jlb.  Severn, 
Gloucestershire,  pike,  201b.  Lough  Conn.  Ireland, 
pike,  251b. 

January,  1903. 
Penk,  Staffs,  pike,  24Jlb.    Severn,  Gloucester- 
shire, pike,  211b.    Near  Malton,  Yorks.  pike,  19Jlb 

February  to  March  14  inch^sive. 

Kennet,  Berks,  pike,  231b.  5oz.  Private  water, 
Notts,  pike,  23Jlb.  Barton  Broads,  Norfolk,  pike, 
261b.  and  211b.  Ireland— Lough  Conn,  pike,  211b.  ; 
Lough  Corrib,  trout,  51b.  ;  Lough  Mask,  trout,  71b. 
Ednam  Water,  Scotland,  trout,  6Jlb.  Ouse,  Hunts, 
chub,  41b.  13oz.  ;  tench.  31b.  and  3 Jib.  Torcross 
Ley,  Devon,  rudd,  2Jlb.  Private  water,  Notts, 
pike,  231b.  Boroughbridge,  Yorks,  pike,  191b.  2oz. 
Malton,  Yorks,  chub,  4|lb.  Thames,  Lechlade, 
pike,  21Jlb.  Wye  Herefordshire,  pike,  34lb. 
Severn,  Shropshire,  perch,  41b.  2oz.  Lough  Derg, 
Ireland,  pike,  231b.  and  251b.  Pike,  21Jlb.  ;  perch, 
21b.  12Joz.,  caught  by  members  of  the  Serapis 
Angling  Society. 

Rivers  were  in  good  condition  for  angling  during 
February,  and  pike  fishermen  had,  as  a  rule,  very 
good  sport  in  the  Thames,  Kennet,  Ouse,  Trent,  and 
most  other  waters.  Many  scores  of  pike,  ranging 
from  81b.  to  181b.,  were  caught  and  recorded  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  and  other  papers  ;  but  we  regret 
we  cannot  spare  the  space  in  our  "  annual  hsts  " 
to  speciaUse  pike  much  under  201b.  in  weight. 

Alfred  Jardine. 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STKEAMS.* 
By  R  C.  Cutcliffe,  F.R.C.S, 

(Continued  from  page  213.) 

CHAPTER  IV .—continued. 

I  WOULD  say.  then,  a  rod  for  the  early  months 
should  not  be  shorter  than  twelve  feet,  nor  longer 
than  fourteen  ;  this  difference  will  allow  a  more 
correct  adaptation  of  the  rod  to  particular  streams 
and  different  individuals  ;  a  medium  length,  how- 
ever, as  a  general  rule,  will  be  the  most  useful. 
Of  whatsoever  woods  we  prefer  to  have  our  rods 
made,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  such  woods 
be  most  carefully  selected,  and  the  sUghtest  flaw 
— a  knot,  an  obUquely-running  grain — that  is  to 
say,  the  fibres  of  the  wood  taking  such  a  diverse  or 
oblique  direction  that  the  wood  could  not  be 
worked  or  spUt  down  parallel  to  it  before  planing  ; 
in  short,  if  ever  the  least  doubt  from  any  cause 
arises  respecting  the  condition  or  quaUty  of  our 
material,  the  mind  must  instantly  incline  to  a 
decided  rejection  of  the  rod  completed,  or  the 
rough  material  intended  to  form  a  rod.  Rods  are 
made  of  different  woods,  and  several  woods  gene- 
rally contribute  to  each  rod,  selected  according  to 
their  pliability,  their  lightness,  toughness,  and 
stiffness,  to  take  that  portion  of  the  rod  where 
their  pre-eminent  qualities  will  be  most  brought 


•  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London,    Price,  Ss.  6d.,  post  free. 


into  play,  and  to  fulfil  purposes  and  requirements 
for  which  each  is  best  adapted  ;  for  we  must  know 
that  in  a  rod  we  desire  not  one  simple  end  to  be 
obtained  as  in  a  bow,  for  example,  where  vibra- 
tion is  all  that  is  requisite  to  affect  the  string  for 
imparting  motion  to  the  arrow — but  many  func- 
tions have  to  be  performed  :  not  only  must  the  rod 
bend  and  with  elasticity  regain  its  Btrais;ht  line, 
but  it  must  bend  in  one  particular  manner  ;  increas- 
ing in  amount  from  the  hand  to  the  extreme  point, 
it  will  be  required  to  bend  by  force  applied  at  either 
end — and  during  its  bending,  or  when  it  assumes 
the  arc,  it  must  maintain  especial  qualities  of  stiff- 
ness and  elasticity,  with  proportionate  degree  of 
power  from  its  finest  end  to  its  largest  extremity. 
Again,  it  must  be  so  tapered  and  balanced  as  to 
assist  the  fisherman,  and  not  feel  to  him  a  dead 
weight  dragging  on  the  muscles  of  the  arm,  and 
constantly  tiring  him.  Now,  we  shall  find  great 
difference  in  rods,  both  as  to  their  stiffness,  weight, 
balance,  and  the  arc  they  assume  when  a  weight 
is  a])plied  to  the  finest  end  (as  a  bunch  of  keys, 
for  example,  suspended  to  the  end  of  the  top  joint), 
and  this  will  constitute  a  point  of  the  greatest 
importance.  In  examining  a  rod,  not  only  should 
we  carefully  scrutinise  and  observe  the  amount 
of  bending  power  the  whole  rod  has — whether 
it  is,  as  is  commonly  said,  a  stiff  rod  or  not — but 
see  clearly  wherein  and  in  what  part  the  stiffness 
exists — whether  the  whole  length  of  the  rod  be 
too  stiff  or  too  limber,  or  whether  it  be  too  stiff 
or  too  Umber  in  one  part  only  ;  for  we  sometimes 
meet  with  a  stiff  rod  too  pliant  in  some  spot,  and 
a  limber  rod  too  stiff  in  one  joint  or  a  portion  of 
it.  If  a  rod  is  stiff,  it  must  be  proportionally 
stiff  throughout ;  if  Umber,  proportionally  pUant 
throughout ;  and  this  proportional  resistance  in 
different  parts  of  rods  gives  them  the  arc  they 
assume  when  bent.  Of  course,  a  heavier  weight 
will  be  required  to  bend  a  stiff  than  a  Umber  rod 
in  any  part,  and  this  forms  a  great  difference 
between  stiff  and  Umber  rods,  that,  independently 
of  the  greater  weight  required  to  bend  a  stiff  rod 
at  all,  it  forms  when  bent  a  different  arc  from  that 
of  the  limber.  Now,  not  only  is  there  in  rods  this 
distinction  to  be  observed — between  the  much 
curved  pliant,  and  the  partially  and  slightly  curved 
stiff — but  in  many  rods  which  might  be  called 
stiff  or  pliant  the  curve  commences  in  different 
parts  ;  in  some  sUghtly,  but  continuously  from  the 
larger  end  of  the  butt  to  the  finer  end  of  the  top  ; 
in  others,  a  curve  can  only  be  seen  to  commence  in 
the  second  joint,  and  this  curve  may  be  sudden, 
gradual,  great,  or  but  slight,  which  varieties  will 
afford  totally  different  characters  to  the  rod.  To 
the  former  described  we  shall  now  more  particularly 
have  to  refer ;  to  the  latter,  which  are  better 
adapted  to  small  streams,  we  must  allude  v.hen  in 
the  later  months.  We  are  preparing  to  fish  the 
small  streams,  and  although  we  may,  with  ad- 
vantage, consider  the  numerous  varieties  of  rods, 
and  attempt  to  give  some  little  advice  on  the  sub- 
ject, we  must  call  upon  the  young  piscator  to  view 
this  portion  of  his  subject  in  a  general  light,  and 
attach  only  a  due  importance  to  the  selection  or 
purchase  of  rods,  remembering  that  the  good  rod 
is  not  the  essential  point  for-  insurance  of  sport, 
but  only  a  better  means  of  exhibiting  his  skill — it  is 
a  matter  altogether  of  personal  convenience ;  and 
to  be  impressed  with  an  idea  of  the  necessity  of  a 
perfect  rod  will  produce  discontent,  weaken  reso- 
lution, and  withdraw  our  attention,  in  times  of 
disappointment,  from  the  real  cause  of  error, 
which  should  be  attributed  to  the  workman, 
rather  than  his  tools. 

The  rod  we  are  now  about  to  make  use  of  is  a 
rod  generally  useful  on  various  streams  ;  one  that 
a  fisherman  cannot  well  dispense  with,  and  one 
that  will  serve  him  in  all  purposes  and  all  times 
or  seasons — excepting  bright  water  fishing  on 
small  streams  in  low  water,  when  a  peculiar  rod, 
hereafter  to  be  described,  vdll  be  required.  This 
general  rod  then,  we  say,  is  about  fourteen  feet 
in  length — whether  it  consist  of  three  or  four 
parts  is  rather  a  point  of  fancy  in  the  fisherman's 
mind  than  of  real  practical  value.  There  are 
many  heavy  objections  to  a  fly  rod  of  fourteen 
feet  being  composed  of  more  than  four  joints  ;  and 
three-jointed  rods  of  such  a  length  may  be  objected 
to  from  the  awkward  length  of  each  joint,  ren- 
dering it  inconvenient  of  carriage  ;  nevertheless, 
without  doubt,  the  fewer  the  number  of  joints 
forming  a  rod,  the  better  ;  indeed,  if  we  desire  to 
have  a  perfect  rod,  we  must  put  up  with  the  dis- 
agreeable awkwardness  of  fourteen  feet  of  straight 


April  4,  1903 


THE  FISHINrr  GAZETTE 


233 


WALBRAN  LIMITED 

38a,  Wellington  Street,  LEEDS 

Artistic  Fly  Dressers  &  Manufacturers  of  High=class 
Rods  and  Fishing:  Tackle  of  every  description. 

IMPORTERS   OF  SILKWORM  GUT. 


712  (031.    71S/73,     ?is  47. 


Tt'-iri:    h-rifo  Ti'/st. 


NEW 
ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE 
GRATIS 
AND 
POST  FREE. 


Tisj/f.    "hmb.  'h^^^H' 


^zncj.  'hsixt.  h'-ixo. 


-  4- 

neas/. 
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wood  to  cany,  and  have  our  rod  made  in  one  con- 
tinuous piece.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  of  one  and 
tlie  same  piece'^of  wood,  but  the  several  portions 
selected  to  form  different  parts  of  the  rod  should 
all  be  spliced  together,  so  as  entirely  to  do  away 
witli  the  objectionable  brass  of  a  ferruled  rod, 
and  make  the  whole  rod  flexible  throughout  its 
whole  length,  in  every  part  and  particle  propor- 
tionally and  continuously,  not  interruptedly  stiffened 
and  at  intervals  broken  in  flexure  by  the  inter- 
vention of  the  inelastic,  inflexible  brass. 

The  materials  of  which  our  rod  is  to  be  com- 
posed should  be— for  the  butt,  ash  ;  and  this  an 
especially  good  piece,  straight  in  the  grain,  having 
no  knots,  light  and  well-seasoned.  Provided  the 
wood  be  light,  never  fear  having  the  spear  end 
of  the  butt  too  large.  It  is  very  "advantageous  to 
have  a  large  butt,  that  the  tapering  may  be  gradual 
throughout  the  whole  rod.  Many  prefer  hickory 
for  the  butt — it  is  usually  lighter  than  ash,  but 
it  tends  to  make  a  rod  too  hmber,  and  gives  it 
too  much  action  in  the  butt.  Then,  for  the 
second  part  (if  the  rod  is  composed  of  only  three 
parts),  I  think  lancewood  forms,  perliaps,  the 
best ;  and  for  the  top  (which  from  its  great  length 
will  be  found  very  difficult  of  construction),  lance- 
wood may  form  the  lower  fifth  or  fourth  ;  and 
cane  split,  and  in  short  pieces,  the  remainder.  The 
lancewood  employed  in  such  a  rod  must  be  of  a 
very  superior  quality,  of  pale  colour,  hard  texture, 
and  light  in  weight.  Lancewood  often  is  heavy 
land  dark— and  this  will  be  found  tough,  but 
not  so  resilient  as  the  light  whiter  wood,  which 
should  be  very  springy,  easily  bending,  but  as 
easily  regaining  a  perfectly  straight  line.  The  rod 
we  have  now  considered  will  be  found  very  springy, 
rather  stiff,  but  very  commanding,  having  great 
power  in  the  central  parts,  and  in  its  action  bend- 
ing with  a  long  large  arc  ;  the  top  joint  is  the 
greatest  point  for  attention,  as  unless  it  be  very 
carefully  made,  the  rod  will  be  either  top-heavy 
or  the  action  of  the  rod  will  not  be  proportionally 
and  uniformly  difl^used  over  the  entire  length  ;  a 
too  heavy  or  too  stiff  top  will  throw  too  much 
a,ction  on  the  middle  joint,  and  a  too  light  and 
limber  top  will  make  the  rod  like  one  of  those 
tandem  whips,  which  have  a  long  piece  of  whale- 
bone at  the  finer  end  ;  it  will,  indeed,  be  flicking 
about  and  partaking  almost  as  much  of  the  course 
and  direction  of  the  line  as  of  the  rod  itself.  But 
we  have  said  that  a  four-jointed  rod  is  most  con- 
venient, and,  on  the  whole,  for  general  purposes, 
the  most  desirable  ;  the  butt  of  this  rod  may  be 
either  ash  or  hickory  ;  I  should  prefer  tlie  former 
— and  the  same  caution  as  to  large  size  should  be 
remembered  in  this  as  in  the  three-jointed  rod. 
The  second  and  third  joints  are  usually  formed 
both  of  hickory,  and  the  top  of  cane. 

{To  be  continued.) 


"PEOSPECTS'  ON  THE  DAEENTH.' 


In  correction  of  a  paragraph  in  the  article  which 
appeared  under  this  heading  in  our  issue  of  the 
28th  ult.,  we  inform  our  readers  that  the  landlord 
of  the  Lion,  Farningham,  has  given  up  the  fishing 
which  he  held  last  season  of  the  Trustees  of 
the' estate  of  the  late  Mr.  .Charles  Colyer  in  the 
parts  of  the  River  Darenth  upon  or  within  the 
River  Meadows,  Farningham ;  but  we  understand 
that  the  owners,  through  their  agent,  Mr.  William 
Hodsoll,  of  Farningham,  are  prepared  to  issue 
tickets  for  that  fishing  for  the  coming  season, 
for  particulars  of  which  our  readers  are  referred 
to  the  following  advertisement:  — 

EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING 
ON  THE  DARENTH. 

About  half  a  mile  of  Stream,  17  miles  from  London. 

SEASON  TICKETS,  3  Guineas  each. 
Apply  to  Mr.  HODSOLL,  Land  Agent, 


Matlock  and  Ckomford  Angling  Association. 
— At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Matlock  and  Crom- 
ford  Angling  Association  Mr.  R.  B.  Maraton  was 
elected  an  honorary  member. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

The  Fishing  Gazette  tvill  he  publifhed  on  Thursday, 
April  9,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling  on  the 
10th.  All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in 
that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First 
Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  April  8. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Genebal  Remaeks. — The  Thames 
trouting  season  opened  on  Wednesday  (April  1) 
in  wretched  weather,  rain  falling  nearly  all  the  day 
in  many  districts.  Up  to  the  present  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  single  trout  being  caught,  and  as  further 
rain  fell  on  Thursday  (April  2)  the  water  will  be 
too  much  coloured  to  expect  good  results  during 
the  first  week  of  the  season.  However,  trout 
fishermen  do  not  object  to  there  being  a  plentiful 
supply  of  water,  and  are  anticipating  a  good 
season  generally.  The  heavy  water  will  take  about 
a  week  to  run  off. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Ancholme  District. — It  is  now  genial  and  spring- 
like, and  the  prospects  for  trout  fishing  during  the 
Easter  holidays  are  very  fair.  Most  of  the  local 
streams  are  restocked  every  season,  but  this  year 
owing  to  the  very  lovy  downfall  during  the  winter 
monttis  all  springs  ore  very  low.  The  best  flies  to 
stait  with  are  the  Cowdung,  Small  Black  dressed 
buzz,  and  the  Winter  Brown.  Some  early  flies  are 
hatching,  and  trout  are  rising  fairly  to  them. — 
Thomas  Fobd,  Cnistor. 

C  In  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— The  fishing; 
season  on  this  most  beautiful  of  public  trout  streams 
opened  on  April  I.  The  river  is  bank  high  and  in 
perfect  order;  there  is  a  splendid  show  of  killable 
fish,  and  they  rise  freely  to  the  March  Brown,  Olive 
Dun,  and  Whirling  Blue  about  midday.  Sunday 
fishing  is  only  allowed  on  the  Dudgrove  length  of 
one  mile.  The  Upper  Coin,  Bibury,  also  opens  on 
April  1.  The  trout  are  more  forward  than  U3ua], 
and  the  prospects  are  good.  The  Swan  Hotel,  to 
which  the  fishery  belongs,  has  been  entirely 
remodelled  up-to-date,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
delightful  spots  in  Gloucestershire.  No  Sunday 
fishing  is  allowed. — Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams. — Nothing  has  been  done  by 
trout  fishers  since  last  week.  The  waters  are  still 
big,  and  the  wind  anything  but  favourable  to  sport. 
A  decent  basket  was  got  on  the  Inney  on  Monday 
(March  ,30),  and  some  ten  or  twelve  to  a  rod  have 
been  taken  on  the  Camel  and  tiibutaries,  but  the 
comfortable  weather  for  fly  fishing  has  not  yet 
come. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Very  poor  weather 
has  been  experienced  during  the  past  week,  and 
anglers  have  had  a  very  poor  time.  The  water 
continues  to  be  very  big,  and  those  who  have  been 
out  have  not  been  rewarded  wi';h  big  catches.  Mr. 
H.  T.  Distin,  on  March  26,  had  a  basket  of  one 
dozen  in  the  evening,  whilst  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day  Mr.  E.  Distin  and  Mr.  M.  Revell  each 
secured  half  a  dozen  each.  Mr.  Ackrell  has  been  on 
the  water  several  evenings,  but  his  catches  have 
been  small.  Best  flies  are  the  Edmond's  Palmer 
and  Blue  Upright.  The  Devon  Sea  Fisheries'  Com- 
mittee, who  have  taken  over  most  of  the  tidal  waters 
of  the  rivers  of  Devon,  now  have  control  of  the 
river  Dart  up  to  the  sill  of  Totnes  Weir. — Devonian. 

Sden  (Carlisle). — Since  March  16  we  have  had 
another  succession  of  floods,  and  very  little  fishing 
has  been  possible,  On  March  25,  in  quite  a  thick 
water,  Mr.  J.  Howe  got  a  20-pounder  in  tho  Wetheral 
boat  pool.  On  March  28,  Mr.  Collingwood  had  a 
small  fish,  81b.,  at  the  same  place.  Mr.  H.  Lawson 
and  friend  killed  four  in  the  Corby  water;  Mr.  T. 
Robinson,  one,  on  the  Doctor's  Flat;  and  Mr.  .1. 
BeJl,  ore,  161b.,  in  the  Warwick  Hall  water.  There 
has  been  no  chance  since  March  28  until  to-day 
(\yednesday)  when  the  river  is  in  fair  order,  but 
will  be  better  to-morrow  if  not  again  disturbed. 
Salmon  are  still  running  and  the  river  is  well  stocked, 
perhaps  too  wel',  for  disease  is  strongly  in  evidence. 
Trout  are  not  rismg  freely  as  yet.  The  snow-broth, 
no  doubt,  accounts  for  this. — Silver  Gbey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Only  moderate  sport  was  ob- 
tained on  this  river  during  the  early  part  of  the 
week,  owing  to  the  wild  and  squally  weather  which 
prevailed.  During  the  latter  days  of  the  week, 
however,  a  few  anglers  were  out  and  had  fair  sport. 
The  catches  to  hand  are  : — Mr.  J.  C.  Walker,  4  brace, 
one  fish  weighing  lib.  l4oz.  ;  Mr.  Horsfall,  4^  brace 
and  one  pinkey ;  and  Mr.  A.  Stanforth,  5"  brace. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  water  is  in  fine  condition, 
and  the  prospects  promising  for  the  coming  week. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  success  of  the 
salmon  and  trout  anglers  still  continues,  and 
as  an  instance  of  the  excellence  of  the 
former,  I  have  only  to  mention  that  in  the 
Exe  between  Cowley  Bridge  and  Pynes  Weir 
alone  over  fifty  salmon  have  been  taken.  One 


angler  caught  five  in  one  day,  another  four  each 
day  on  two  occasions,  and  the  sport  still  continues, 
but  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  river  above  Bramp- 
ford  Speke  the  fish  are  not  so  plentiful.  The 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  satisfactory. 
In  the  Upper  Exe  and  Tiverton  districts  trout 
fishing  has  been  up  to  the  most  sanguine  anticipa- 
tions.— Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  I.incs  and  Cambs).— 
1  ho  weather  has  been  too  cold  and  inauspicious  for 
anything  like  a  start  in  the  trout  fishing  season. 
Of  flies  there  are  next  to  none,  and  what  happen  to 
appear  in  the  sunshine  are  daft  and  unlively. 
Those  who  wish  for  any  sport  with  trout  must  try 
worms.  I  hear  there  is  some  good  fishing  Ukely  to 
turn  up  on  the  Glen.  There  are  also  some  fish  in 
the  tributaries,  but  they  are  mostly  confined  to  the 
deep  holes,  and  the  flooded  state  of  the  water  pre- 
vents work. — Limpet. 

Lake  Vyrrnwy  (North  Wales).— I  suppose  it  is 
the  sun-spots  that  are  to  be  thanked  for  the  awful 
weather  we  have  had  up  here.  March  has  been  a 
month  of  gales,  storms,  rain,  hail  and  snow,  and 
there  have  been  only  three  days  on  which  it  was 
possible  to  get  into  Rhiwargor  bay.  Yesterday 
was  the  first  fisherman's  day  we  have  had,  and  the 
fish  behaved  themselves  and  rose  beautifully  for  a 
few  hours.  The  glass  is  well  up,  and  I  think 
prospects  are  very  promising.  On  March  21  Mr.  L. 
Mason  made  a  very  nice  basket  of  twenty-three 
trout,  17lb.  On  March  23  Mr.  Partington  killed 
thirteen,  71b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Pinny,  nine,  51b.  12oz. 
On  March  26  Mr.  Pine  killed  eleven,  71b.  4oz.  ;  and 
Mr.  Crowther  seven,  5lb.  2oz.  On  the  27th,  Mr. 
Crowther  had  twenty,  15lb.,  Mr.  Hunt  eight,  and 
Mr.  Pine  five.  On  the  Slst,  Mr.  Crowther  killed 
nineteen  fish,  Mr.  Corbett  twelve,  Mr.  Hunt  eleven, 
and  Mr.  Pine  five.  The  Black  Gnat  is  thick  on  the 
water,  and  the  fish  are  all  on  the  surface.  Very 
small  flies  and  fairly  large  ones  are  both  doing  well. 
All  the  fish  taken  up  to  date  have  been  taken  on 
fly  :  there  has  been  no  trolling.  The  lake  is  full  of 
fish,  and  I  prophesy  some  very  big  catches. — Long 
Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Tuesday  last  witnessed 
the  close  of  another  coarse  fishing  season  on  the  Lea, 
so  far  as  the  water  open  to  the  public  is  concerned, 
but  some  of  the  private  and  subscription  reaches 
can  still  be  fished  for  roach.  There  was  little  sport 
met  with  in  the  concluding  week,  and  the  season 
has  been  an  uneventful  one'  from  a  fish  catching 
point  of  view.  As  many  anglers  are  aware,  the 
river  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  but  as  to  why  baskets 
have  been  light — exceptionally  light — -this  season,  i 
do  not  profess  to  know  for  certain.  The  sluggish 
state  of  the  river,  its  scandalous  pollution,  and  a 
long  succession  of  high  winds  are  probably  some  of 
the  causes.  I  hope  for  better  sport  next  season. 
Trout  fishing  opens  on  May  1,  and  given  fine  weather 
something  should  soon  be  heard  of  moving  fish.  The 
Stort  is  open  for  trout  fisliing  now. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugrgf  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  high  and  coloured,  and 
quite  out  of  order  for  fly-fishing.  Heavy  rain  has 
been  had  nearly  every  day,  and  at  the  beginning  of 
the  week  there  was  qui  e  a  gale  blowing,  and  fly- 
fishing has  and  will  be  out  of  the  question  until 
there  is  more  settled  weather.  The  prospects  for 
sport  are  very  uncertain,  as  rain  still  threatens  ; 
but  if  we  get  a  few  fine  days  the  water  would  soon 
clear,  and  then  some  fine  trout  should  be  landed 
with  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  and  Cowdung  on 
both  streams.  The  Pinsley  is  out  of  order. — 
Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and    Finsley  (Kingsland).— 

The  boisterous  and  stormy  weather  which  has 
prevailed  continuously  throughout  March  has  kept 
these  rivers  muddy  and  at  an  extremely  high  level 
for  the  time  of  year,  so  that  up  to  the  time  of 
writing  there  has  been  no  fishing  whatever.  Yester- 
day and  to-day  (Wednesday,  April  1)  it  has  been 
somewhat  finer,  yet  now  the  glass  is  low  and 
sinking  with  the  wind  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
south.  Best  flies  should  be  March  Brown, 
February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  and  Grey 
Spinner.  Rivers  are  now  only  slightly  stained,  but 
a  lot  too  high. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  has  been  very  little  improvement  in 
the  weather,  as  far  as  this  neighbourhood  is  con- 
cerned, during  the  past  week,  excepting  that  the 
atmosphere  is  very  mild  and  the  snow  has  nearly 
disappeared  from  the  summits  of  the  highest  Welsh 
mountains  which  are  to  be  seen  from  these  parts. 
Rain,  in  more  or  less  quantities,  still  continues  to 
fall  every  day,  so  that  all  these  rivers  are  yet  very 
much  above  their  average  level,  and  this,  together 
with  the  large  quantity  of  melted  snow  in  the 
water,  renders  angling  impossible  for  the  present, 
even  if  the  wind  ceased  blowing  with  such  hurricane 
force  as  it  so  often  does. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Kivers. — April  1. — The 
opening  of  trout-fishing  in  our  western  streams  was 
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cold,  wet,  and  cheerless.  Streams  were  in  good 
colour,  but  up  to  time  of  writing  I  only  hear  of  a 
brace  of  fish  under  21b.  to  two  rods.  A  few  small 
trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Ouse  tributaries  in 
the  upper  waters  by  worming,  but  nothing  over 
lloz.  has  been  notified.  At  the  annual  supper  of 
the  Brighton  Anglers'  Association  Mr.  G.  Henimings 
presided.  About  eighty  members  and  visitors  were 
in  attendance  on  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
the  association.  A  number  of  prizes  were  presented. 
The  specimen  prizes  were  taken  by  Mr.  Bridger, 
roach,  21b.  loz.,  J[r.  Young,  bream.  41b.  2ioz. ; 
and  Mr.  C.  Ablett,  chub,  21b.  12|oz.  Mr.  E.  C. 
Bang  took  the  special  prize  given  by  i\Ir.  A.  R. 
Matthews,  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Aird  was  awarded  the 
Association's  gold  medal  for  special  services.  In  the 
sea-angUng  competition  the  Coronation  Cup  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Edwards. — Geoege  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (BT.  Devon). — Rivers  getting  in  condition, 
but  high.  I  saw  three  dishes  of  trout  this  week  in 
prime  order,  and  heard  of  many  more  catches. 
Salmon  fishing  opened  on  April  1.  Flies  killing  are 
Blue  Upright,  Rusty  Red,  and  Blues. — Rusty 
GA>rE. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  partis  still 
running  out  of  order  for  fly  fi?hing,  being  high  and 
coloured.  The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled, 
and  heavy  rain,  accompanied  by  a  strong  gale  of 
wind,  has  prevailed  since  Sunday,  and  angling  has 
been  very  slow.  At  the  end  of  last  week  the  water 
showed  good  signs  of  getting  in  order  for  fly,  and 
the  fish  were  beginning  to  rise  at  March  Brown ; 
but  the  rain  soon  settled  the.prospects,  and  it  will 
be  some  days  before  it  is  clear  again.  A  fair  number 
of  anglers  have  been  out  with  worm,  and  trout  are 
taking  them  well ;  trout  from  lib.  to  Hlb.  each 
have  been  landed  this  week.  In  the  water  below 
the  paper  mills  some  trout  were  taken  on  Saturday 
with  worm. — S.  Ltjdlow. 

  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  the  Teme  is 

running  high  and  coloured  and  out  of  order  for  fly 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  rough  this 
week.  Heavy  rains,  accompanied  by  strong  winds, 
have  made  it  bad  for  angling,  and  few  rods  have 
been  out.  Fly  fishing  is  quite  at  a  standstill,  and 
will  be  for  some  days  as  there  is  little  prospect  of 
any  better  weather  at  present.  The  March  Brown 
is  now  on,  and  anglers  are  bewailing  their  fate  at 
not  being  able  to  use  the  fly  owing  to  the  water. 
The  trout  season,  so  far  as  sport  goes,  has  been  a 
very  quiet  one  as  yet. — Worcester. 

Tyue,  North  and  South,  and  Keighbouring 
Sivers. — The  Tyne  is  again  full  and  out  of  fishing 
condition.  A  few  trout  have  been  basketed  on  the 
Prudhoe  water,  while  there  is  little  doing  in  salmon 
fishing.  The  best  angling  news  I  have  receiv-ed  this 
week  is  from  Mr.  Appleby,  fishing  the  Glen,  who  killed 
twenty -eight  trout,  which  scaled  121b.,  all  with  the 
fly.  The  fish  were  in  fair  condition.  I  consider  in 
another  month's  time  trout  will  be  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  The  Wansbeck  is  yielding  good  sport, 
and  several  fine  catches  have  been  made  on  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  preserved  water.  There  is 
Uttle  doubt  this  season  will  be  a  record  one  for 
quality  and  quantity. — Henry  A.  Mtjrton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — If  we  do  not  have  any 
more  hea\'y  rain  the  water  will  now  settle  into 
excellent  fishing  order.  All  anglers  here  look  for- 
ward to  a  good  season.  Amongst  the  successful 
anglers  are  Mr.  Powlett,  a  good  basket  of  trout ; 
Mr.  Richard  Dundun  caught  a  nice  lot  on  !Mr. 
I'ritchard's  Angel  Hotel  waters.  The  male  and 
female  March  Brown,  Quill  Gnat,  Iron  Blue,  Blue 
Ruff,  Dark  and  Light  Blues,  and  Blue  Upright  are 
the  best  flies  to  use  at  present. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge). — Rivers 
have  been  very  high  since  the  commencement  of 
the  season — practically  in  flood — consequently  very 
little  fly  fishing  has  been  done.  The  rivers  to-day 
(April  1)  are  in  good  condition  for  fly,  and  I  hope  to 


hear  of  some  good  baskets  being  made.  The  best 
killing  flies  are  March  Brown,  light  and  dark  Blues. 

— PONTSENNY. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines). — There  Ls 
not  much  to  report  from  this  district.  Only  very 
few  licences  have  been  applied  for ;  but  I  under- 
stand-they  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  dis- 
tributors now  for  several  weeks.  It  seems  almost 
anomalous  to  talk  of  licences  in  this  district.  They 
have,  however,  to  be  in  the  possession  of  those  who 
intend  to  fish,  though  what  the  conservators  do 
for  the  money  they  do  get  is  little  or  no  advantage 
to  the  fisherman.  Those  who  wish  for  any  sport 
must  try  bottom  fishing,  but  even  this  is  not  much 
good  in  the  boisterous  state  of  the  weather.  Dock 
grubs,  maggots,  and  worms  are  the  only  baits  to  be 
recommended.— -Luci. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — During  the  week  all  our  Yorkshire 
streams  have  been  running  fairly  high,  and  some 
days  bankful.  Fly  fishers  have  had  to  contend  with 
very  high  winds.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Ure, 
Mr.  J.  Blades  writes  me  that  the  trout  are  doing 
very  little  rising  at  the  fly ;  the  best  baskets  have 
been  got  with  the  minnow  and  worm.  On  Monday 
(March  30)  he  had  two  very  nice  baskets  up  to  noon  ; 
he  landed  four  fish,  weighing  31b.,  in  the  afternoon ; 
his  basket  contained  five  fish,  weighing  41b.,  the 
largest  trout  turning  the  scale  at  25oz.  Below 
Hawes  very  few  anglers  have  been  seen  out,  but 
in  the  district  of  Middleham,  Messrs.  Collinson, 
Caley,  and  others  have  done  fairly  well  in  the 
tributary  of  the  Yore,  namely,  the  Cover.  At 
Masham  very  little  has  been  done.  The  length  at 
Tanfield  opened  on  Wednesday.  A  few  members 
of  the  Tanfield  Club  have  been  out,  and  fair  sport 
has  been  met  with.  At  Ripon  a  few  rods  have  been 
out,  but  nothing  of  importance  recorded.  Tuesday 
last  was  a  glorious  sunshiny  day,  and  if  it  had 
only  continued  anglers  could  have  looked  for  sport 
by  the  week-end.  There  was  a  fair  rise  of  Needle 
Brown,  little  Early  Brown,  Olive  Bloa,  and  Blue 
Duns  (known  in  Yorkshire  as  Waterhen  Bloa), 
but  the  weather  is  again  unsettled  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  report,  and  unless  we  have  a  great 
improvement  it  looks  like  being  a  wet  Eastertide. 
All  the  club  lengths  of  the  Wharfe  are  now  open. 
This  river  has  been  fishing  very  well  at  App!e- 
treewick,  Burnsall,  and  Ilkley.  Very  good  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  made  at  Grassington  with  the 
worm.  At  Ilkley,  several  of  the  members  have 
made  nice  baskets  of  trout  daily.  On  some  days 
the  fish  have  taken  the  fly  freely,  the  most  killing 
patterns  being  Olive  Bloa  (hackled),  AVinter 
Brown,  Snipe  Bloa,  Dark  Needle  (Miller's),  and 
Waterhen  Bloa.  On  other  days  the  fish  have 
not  been  seen  rising,  but  several  fine  trout 
have  been  caught  with  Miller's  Thumb  Devon 
and  natural  minnows  spun  on  the  "  Ariel " 
flight.  Lower  down  anglers  have  met  with  fair 
sport  at  Otiey  and  Poole.  Several  nice  fish  have 
been  caught  during  the  week.  Several  of  the  Leeds 
anglers  have  been  paying  a  visit  to  the  Corporation 
reservoirs  at  Fewston,  and  very  good  sport  has  been 
met  with.  One  angler  on  Saturday  had  fourteen 
fish,  weighing  101b.  lloz.,  all  caught  with  minnow 
spun  on  "Ariel"  flight.  The  river  Nidd  is  doing 
very  little,  owing  to  high  coloured  state  of  the 
water,  being  as  thick  as  pea-soup.  In  the  higher 
reaches  a  few  fish  are  caught  with  the  worm. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Derwent  Anglers'  Club 
was  held  last  week-end.  Mr.  S.  Bland  presided. 
The  committee  reported  that  notwithstanding  the 
unfavourable  weather  experienced  last  spring  and 
summer,  the  fishing  had  proved  most  successful. 
The  May  Fly  season  was  one  of  the  best  on  record, 
large  baskets  being  made.  The  Scotch  ova  pur- 
chased last  year  having  turned  out  extremely  well, the 
committee  was  encouraged  to  purchase  a  large  quan- 
tity this  last  winter,  all  of  which  hatched  well.  Lord 
Londesborough  was  re-elected  patron ;  Lord  Derwent 
president ;  Capt.  the  Hon.  Francis  Johnstone,  vice- 
president ;  Mr.  S.  W.  Fisher,  J. P.,  hon.  secretary  ; 
and  Col.  Morley,  and  Messrs.  J.  W.  Bland,  S.Bland, 
T.  B.  Etty,  S.  W.  Fisher,  R.  A.  Jackson,  R.  Laugh- 
ton,  H.  T.  Stoner,  and  Mr.  A.  Strange  members  of 
the  committee.  I  hear  from  Barnard  Castle  that 
there  is  every  prospect  for  an  exceptionally  early 
season  on  the  Tees,  owing  to  the  mild  winter 
experienced.  L^sually  the  fish  are  not  in  good 
condition  until  after  April,  but  those  taken 
recently  are  well  advanced  and  a  good  colour. 
Local    anglers  have   been  fairly  successful  with 


Tkoi'T,  Sea-Tkiht,  and  Salmon'  Fltes. — Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  tu  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  1  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut.  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  E.\tra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  iid.  :  best  tapered,  is.  ;  first  qiulity, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  JIillek,  Korthern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "  Piscat  or.  Leeds." 


the  worm,  averaging  about  half-a-dozen  for  an 
outing,  whilst  sm-iU  fiBh  not  yet  of  a  takeable  size 
are  very  plentiful.  Fly  fishing  is  not  of  much 
service  yet,  as  the  trout  rise  only  for  a  very  short 
period  during  midday.  The  yearling  fish  kindly 
presented  by  the  Tees  Fishery  Board  two  years  ago 
are  now  well  developed  and  the  prospects  for  a  good 
season  are  highly  favourable. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  unsettled  state 
of  the  weather  in  Eskdale  and  Liddesdale  con- 
tinues, and  what  little  fishing  has  been  done  has 
had  to  begot  in  snatches  at  odd  times.  The  salmon 
fishings  in  the  Solway,  now  open  over  a  month, 
have  been  very  unproductive,  owing  to  the  storms 
which  have  swept  the  Firth.  The  catches  of  spring 
salmon  for  the  week  have  been  very  small,  and  the 
sea-trout  are  not  yet  running  up  to  the  time  of 
writing.  Both  Esk  and  Liddle  have  been  more  or 
less  in  flood  since  the  opening  of  the  season.  Only 
one  small  salmon  has  been  caught  in  the  Canonbie 
water  since  last  report.  When  the  Esk  resumes  its 
normal  condition  the  river  should  be  in  splendid 
order. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  17.B.).  —  Al- 
though the  weather  has  been  very  unfavourable 
since  last  reported — being  exceedingly  cold  and 
boisterous — fairly  good  sport  has  been  obtained.  On 
JIarch  25  Mr.  Alex.  Munro,  Lower  Gledfield,  on  Mr. 
MacLeod's  rod,  landed  a  lOlb.  salmon  on  Gledfield 
Pool.  On  26th  and  on  same  pool  Mr.  John  Mac- 
Leod, Balnagowan  Arms,  caught  a  9-pounder.  On 
27th  Mr.  A.  Munro  had  one  of  91b.  On  28th,  which 
was  very  stormy  with  wind  and  rain,  the  following 
excellent  sport  was  got : — Mr.  Alfred  N.  MacAulay, 
on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  landed  a  9-pounder  and  lost 
another.  On  Mr.  MacLeod's  rod  he  secured  one  of 
9^1b.  on  Gledfield  Pool.  Mr.  Adam  Henderson, 
Braelangwell,  landed  three,  averaging  about  8^lb. 
each,  on  Poll  ^Moral,  On  Jlr.  MacLeod's  rod  Mr.  A. 
Munro  caught  two,  weighing  91b.  each,  on  Gledfield 
Pool.    Monday  this  week  was  blank  all  over. — B. 

Loch  Lomond. — From  John  Sweeny's,  Balloch, 
on  Saturday,  March  28,  Mr.  John  Struthers, 
Glasgow,  one  salmon,  141b.  Mr.  W.  J.  ]\Iacpherson, 
keeper  on  Rossdhu  Estate,  on  the  loch  side  on 
Saturday  last  (March  28),  shot  three  otters — a 
mother  and  two  young  ones. — H.  Lamond. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  March  23,  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen  killed  a  fresh-run  salmon,  weighing  8Jlb. ; 
on  March  24  they  landed  one  of  121b. ;  and  on 
March  28,  one  of  12lb.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— On  March  23  Mr. 
Knight  killed  salmon  weighing  191b.  On  24th,  on 
the  hotel  water.  River  Lyon,  Captain  Brooke  killed 
salmon  weighing  14lb.  On  26th,  on  hotel  water. 
River  Lyon,  Mr.  DeUphaugh  killed  salmon  weighing 
181b.    Loch  and  river  in  good  ply. — W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Eillin  Hotel). — Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel  on  March  27,  Mrs.  Knight  landed  a  salmon 
of  19lb.  On  March  28,  Mr.  Percy  Hoole  had  one 
of  18lb.  On  March  31,  Sir  Alex.  Wilson,  Bart.,  one 
of  22lb. ;  Mr.  Percy  Hoole  one  of  191b. ;  Mr.  Herbert 
Hughes  one  of  161b. — H.  J.  Ivnight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel).— On  March  23,  Mr.  A. 
G.  Campbell,  Richmond,  had  a  salmon  of  141b.  ;  on 
27th,  one  of  lolb.  ;  and  on  30th.  Mr.  Scobie  Mac- 
kenzie, London,  one  of  24lb.  ;  on  31st,  Mr.  Campbell 
had  another  of  201b.  ;  on  27th,  Mugh  McLellan 
(keeper)  had  one  of  12lb.  A  few  trout  have  been 
got,  averaging  lib.  to  .31b.  The  river  is  now  in  very 
good  plv,  since  cessation  of  floods. — R.  Stewart. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — Notwith- 
standing adverse  conditions  as  to  weather,  the 
sport  obtained  continues  pretty  good.  Since  last 
reported  it  has  been  as  follows  : — Dalvina  Lodge. — 
On  iMarch  17,  Mr.  Simpson  landed  two  salmon  on 
Beat  No.  6.  On  the  18th,  the  same  angler  caught 
three  on  No.  1.  On  the  19th,  :\lr.  Pym  had  four 
salmon  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Simpson  two  on  No.  2, 
On  the  20th,  Mr.  Simpson  got  one  on  No.  3.  On 
the  25th  the  same  angler  caught  two  on  No.  1.  On 
the  26th  Mr.  Pym  landed  one  oi\  No.  1,  and  Mr. 
Simpson  three  (heaviest  161b.)  on  No.  2.  Syre 
Lodge. — On  the  17th  Mrs.  Danckwerts  landed  one 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  1.  On  the  18th,  the  same  lady 
caught  one  on  No.  3.  On  the  23rd  she  grassed 
four  salmon  on  No.  1,  and  on  the  24th  two,  one  of 
which  was  16lb.,  onNo.  2.  On  the  25th  Mrs.  Danck- 
werts again  caught  two  salmon  on  No.  2,  and  on  the 
26th  two  on  No.  3.  Skelpick  Lodge. — On  the  20th 
Mr.  Alison  Johnson  landed  four  salmon — 201b.,  141b., 
91b.,  and  8lb.— on  Beat  No.  1.  On  the  2lst  Mr. 
Wardlaw  caught  one  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Alison 
Johnson  a  beauty  of  211b.  on  No.  2.  On  the  23rd 
Mr.  Wardlaw  had  one  on  No.  2,  and  Mr.  AUaon 
Johnson  one  on  No.  3.  On  the  24th  the  same 
anglers  caught  one  each  on  beats  3  and  4  respect- 
ively.   On  the  25th  Mr.  Wardlaw  had  one  on  No.  4, 
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and  Mr.  Alison  Johnson  o  i  on  No.  5.  On  the  26th 
Mr.  Wardlaw  had  one  on  No.  5,  and  Mr.  AHson 
Johnson  a  14-pounder  on  No.  6.  Saturday  {March 
28)  was  exceptionally  stormy,  but  at  the  beginning 
of  last  week  the  weather  showed  signs  of  improve- 
ment.— B. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Dee. — River  mostly 
in  flood,  but  from  the  subjoined  reports  fairly  good 
Sport  has  been  obtained.    On  the  upper  reaches  of 
Braemar  waters  good  sport  was  obtained,  the  gillies 
creehng  one  of  71b.  on  the  Invercauld  beat  on 
March  23,  two  of  81b.  and  121b.  on  March  25,  and 
one  of  81b.  on  March  27.    On  the  lower  section  of 
same  water  two  were  got  of  71b.  and  81b.    On  the 
Fife  Arms  water,  Mr.  McHardy  had  one  of  6|lb., 
and  Mr.  J.  McHardy  one  of  101b.  and  one  of  81b., 
while  Mr.  Lament,  on  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife's 
water,  had  one  of  71b.    On  the  Balmoral  reaches, 
McLaren,    his    Majesty's    head-fisherman,  again 
creeled  two  last  week,  which  were  duly  despatched 
to  the  King  and  Queen  at  London.    The  Prince  of 
Wales  will  come  North  as  soon  as  there  is  a  cer- 
tainty of  good  sport  and  more  settled  weather.  On 
the  Ballater  section  sometimes  fairly  good  sport  is 
being  got,  but  the  unsettled  state  of  the  river  and 
boisterous  weather  have  been  against  good  baskets 
both  here  and  on  the  Glentana  reaches.    On  the 
Aboyne  waters  a  run  of  luck  is  being  experienced 
all  round.    On  the  Forest  of  Birse  waters,  Mr.  J,  J, 
Hardy,  Alnwick,  creeled  two  of  151b.  and  161b.  on 
March  27  and  28,  while  on  the  hotel  waters  Mr.  Glyn 
had  one  of  7ilb.,  Captain  McNeil  one  of  71b.,  Mr. 
Stone  two  of'l21b.  and  151b.,  two  of  81b.  and  8|lb., 
^  and  one  of  71b.,  while  Mr.  Hardie,  Edinburgh,  landed 
two  beauties  of  151b.  and  161b.  and  one  of  61b.,  while 
Mr.  Cocker  creeled  one  of  81b.    On  the  Kincardine 
'O 'Neil  section  the  cold  weather  and  high  waters, 
chiefly  melted  snow  from  the  far  hills,  have  mitigated 
against  the  best  being  made  of  the  chances  presently 
agoing.    On  the  Dess  water,  Mr.  Wm.  Farquhar 
landed  eight  fish  during  the  week  scaling  from  71b. 
to  211b.,  while  Mr.  Chas.  Farquhar  had  three  of 
71b..  81b.,  and  101b.    On  the  Lodge  water.  Rev.  C. 
W.  Nash  landed  one  of  19  Jlb.,  and  Mr.  R.  Barclay 
got  three  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  101b.    On  the  Borrow- 
stone  water,  Sir  Henry  Meredith  and  Lord  Ganioch 
had  six  fish  scaling  from  71b.  to  191b.,  while  Mr. 
Combe  on  C'arlogie  had  two  of  7^1b.  and  261b.,  the 
latter  being  the  top  weight  for  the  Dee  this  season 
and  fresh  run.    On  Ballogie  section,  Messrs.  King 
and  Hare  landed  eight  between  them  scaling  from 
71b.  to  211b.,  while  Charlie  Gill  had  three  on  Sluie 
of  71b.,  81b.,  and  8^1b.    On  the  Commonty  and 
Blackball  waters,  Sir  John  Gladstone  had  a  good 
few  fish,  exact  details  not  to  hand.    On  Woodend 
water,  Robertson,  keeper,  creeled  three,  while  John 
Mortimer,  keeper  to  Lord  Penrhyn,  had  twelve  fish 
on  March  28  to  his  own  rod.    Over  a  hundred  fish 
have  been  got  on  this  water  since  the  season  opened. 
On   the  Kinneskie   and    Crathes    waters.  Major 
Stephenson  landed  nine  for  the  week,  scaling  from 
•61b.  to  161b.,  while  fairly  good  sport  has  also  been 
had  on  the  Blackball  Castle  water  and  Durris  section. 
On  the  Park  water,     i\Ir.  Bulloch  has  run  up  a 
score  of  thirty-three  fish,  while  Mr.  G.  Davidson, 
Wellwood,  had  also  a  few  fish  on  same  section! 
Very  few  fish  are  being  got  on  the  lower  waters,  as 
they  are  not  resting  in  the  pools  but  running  right 
through.    However,  Prof.  Cash,  Dr.  Walker,  and 
the  local  keeper  are  having  one  or  two  daily  on  the 
Kincaussie  section.    On  the  Dee  ticket  water,  Mr. 
Forbes,  teacher,  had  six  small  sea-trout  weighing 
7lb.  on  March  28,  and  other  anglers  have  had  similar 
results.    On'  the  Don  sport  is  getting  better.  On 
the  Pilmedden  water  Mr.  Lindsay,  Aberdeen,  creeled 
two  on  Tuesday,  of  (ilb.  and  121b.,  and  one  on 
Saturday  of  121b.,  in  addition  to  a  fine  sea-trout  of 
31b.    On  the  Alford  section,  Mr.  Charles  Murray 
landed  two,  on  the  Haughton  water,  of  81b  Kelts 
are  very  prevalent.    On  the  Ythan,  good  baskets  of 
hnnock  and  sea-trout  are  being  made  on  the  Ellon 
Castle  waters,  but  as  yet  there  is  not  much  doing  on 
the  Ugie.     On  the  Beaulv  and  Conon  very  little 
sport  could  be  got  for  the  floods.    On  the  former 
water  five  fish  were  creeled  in  addition  to  some  sea- 
trout,  while  Mr.  Dugdaie,  on  the  Conon  Brahan 
Castle  water,  landed  eight  nice  salmon  averaging 
81b.  apiece.    On  the  Findhorn,  fairly  good  basket! 
of  fmnock  are  being  made.    The  salmon  fishing  on 
the  coast  has  not  been  of  the  best  owing  to  the 
boisterous  weather,  and  prices  during  the  week  have 
gone  up. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,   N.B.).— Angling  is  beginning 
to  improve,  but  it   is  not  by  any  means  up  to 
tormer  seasons  up  to  the  present.    Since  last  report 
the  sport  has  been  as  follows On  March  23  Mr 
Park  landed  a  salmon  of  131b.,  March  24  and  25 
were  blank.     On  March  20  Mr.  Menzies  caught 
two  weighing  101b.  and  121b.    On  March  27  Mr 
Park  got  two  of  91b.  and  111b.  March  28  blank,  too 
fetormy.    Numbers  of  fish  are  now  seen  running  up 
and  -good  sport  is  anticipated  in  the  near  future 
On  l\Ionday-thc  surrounding  hills  1  ad  a  fresh  cover- 


ing of  snow,  but  on  Tuesday  milder  weather  set 
in.— B. 

South-West  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  in  this 
district  have.been  running  in  full  flood  continuously 
for  three  weeks  until  this  (Wednesday)  morning 
when  the  rivers  came  into  ply  for  fly  fishing.  The 
rivers  will  be  in  flood  again  to-morrow  (Thurs- 
day) morning.  Indeed,  the  Annan  is  rising  again. 
The  Dumfries  Nith  was  in  heavy  flood  on 
Sunday  and  again  on  Monday.  Similar  reports 
reach  me  from  the  Stewartry  of  Galloway  and 
Ayrshire,  and  no  angling  otherwise  than  with  worm 
bait  has  been  had  in  these  rivers  for  three  weeks. 
Several  fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
caught  with  worm  bait  in  the  higher  Annan  and 
tributaries,  but  no  rods  have  been  out  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  this  river  for  over  a  fortnight.  In  the 
Upper  Clyde  a  splendid  yellow  trout  of  about  51b. 
was  caught  by  a  schoolboy  at  Abington  the  other 
day.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken 
in  this  part  of  the  Clyde,  as  also  at  Elvanfoot. — 
Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  past  week  has  been  another  very 
disappointing  one  for  salmon  anglers.  As  a  result 
of  the  wet  stormy  weather  we  have  been  experiencing 
of  late,  the  river  Tay  has  been  running  continuously 
in  high  flood  for  almost  a  fortnight,  so  that  nothing 
has  been  done  in  the  way  of  rod  fishing.  On  Wed- 
nesday, April  1,  the  river  fell  back  a  few  feet,  and 
should  the  weather  keep  settled  the  water  should  be 
in  fine  ply  by  Friday  or  Saturday.  Fish  did  not 
come  well  forward  last^week,  but  a  fair  show  of 
fish  were  reported  below  Perth  on  Wednesday. 
Mr.  J.  Henry  Douglas,  fishing  on  Lower  Stanley 
beat  on  the  28th  ult.,  landed  one  salmon  of  171b. — 
A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

Salmon  angling  for  the  last  fortnight  has  been  at  a 
standstill,  the  rivers  being  constantly  in  flood, 
varying  from  2J  feet  to  8  feet.    There  have  been 
some  large  takes  of  trout  with  worm  and  minnow, 
and  a  few  with  fly.      They  are    getting  into 
pretty  fair  condition  now.    The  close  time  seems 
to   be  making  its  benefit  felt  already  by  the 
large  quantities  of  fish  that  are  being  caught.  On 
March  26  on  Teviot  Mr.  J.  Cant  had  61b. ;  Mr.  R. 
Stewart,  91b. ;  Mr.  R.  Newton,  61b. ;  Mr.  W.  Fox, 
71b.      On   Eden,    Mr.    J.  Hogg,  16Jlb,  ;    Mr.  J. 
Thompson,    81b.  ;    Mr.    J.    Melrose,    61b. ;  Mr. 
E.    Bond,    12i\h.     On    Tweed    Mr.   J.  Mabon, 
lljlb. ;    Mr.    Hardy,    9Jlb. ;    Mr,    Morris,  31b.; 
Mr.   A.  Jack,    6Jlb. ;    Mr.  R.  Ormiston,    1 2 Jib. ; 
Mr.  G.  Fairbairn,  lOJlb.    On  March  27  on  Eden 
Mr.   J.   Hogg,   8Jlb. ;    Mr.   J.    Thompson,  51b.; 
on  Tweed  Mr.  E.  Bond  71b.  and  a  clean  sea-trout 
4Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Melrose,  91b. ;  Mr.  W.  Mercer,  4Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Hardy,  6^1  b. ;  Mr.  J.  Mabon,  7ilb.     On  the 
Teviot  Mr.  Stewart,  9*lb.  ;  Mr.  R.  Ferguson,  3Jlb. ; 
Mr.  R.  Newton,  .5^1b.  ;"'Mr.  W.  Riddell.  4Jlb. ;  Mr, 
Sheil,  31b.  ;  Mr.  J.^Cant,  4ilb.  On  the  28th  on  Eden; 
Mr.  J.  Thompson,  7  Jib.  On  Tweed  Mr.  E.  Bond  81b.  • 
Mr.  Tait,  61b. ;  Mr.  J.  Cook,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  61b. 
Mr.  W,  Aitchison,  9ilb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Mercer,6Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
J.  Mabon,  10 Jib.  ;  Mr.  J.  Reid,  16 Jib.    This  basket 
was  got  with  minnow,  and  only  composed  of  eleven 
trout.    On  the   30th,   on  Tweed,  Mr.  Bond  had 
14Jlb.  ;  Mr.    Thompson,  71b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Aitchison, 
4ilb.  ;Mr.  R.   Ormiston,    11  Jib.    On  Teviot,  Mr. 
Stewart,  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Cant,  4|lb.;  Mr.  R.  Newton, 
31b.  ;  Mr.   G.   Lees,  7ilb.    This  take  was  caught 
with   fly,   March  Brown  and  Green  well's  Glory. 
On  the  31st,  on  Teviot,  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  3 Jib.  ;  Mr.  R. 
Newton,  41b. ;  Mr.  Stewart,  5Jlb.    On  Tweed,  Mr. 
E.  Bond,  9Jlb.  ;  Mr.  R.  Ormiston,  61b.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Aitchison,  3|lb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Fox,  31b. ;  Mr.  W.  Mercer, 
3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  R.  Bruce,  31b.  On  Eden,  Mr.  Thompson, 
4Jlb.    On  April  1,  on  Teviot.  Mr.  J.  Cant,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
J.  Hogg,  01b.  ;  Mr.  Reid,  01b.    The  weather  to-day 
(Api-il  1)  is  very  unsettled  and  the  river  still  2 J  feet, 
and  every  sign  of  the  rivers  rising  again  to-morrow. 
In  the  Coldstream  district  a  trout  of  4Jlb.  was  caught 
last  week. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bandon  (co.  Cork). — River  in  high  flood  during 
the  week,  but  is  now  settling  down  into  good  fishing 
order.  Mr.  Sinclair  W.  Payne  had  one  salmon 
17Jlh.,  J.  Pike,  D.L.,  one  lOJlb.,  the  Earl  of  Bandon 
one  101b,  Dr.  Neville  one  of  251b.,  and  local  anglers 
at  Balmeen  had  three. — W.  Haynes. 

Belfast  and  District.  —  The  majority  of  the 
rivers  are  in  good  order,  and  the  prospects  for  the 
week  excellent.  Fishing  the  Crossgar  on  March  25 
Mr.  Edward  Hunter  had  nine  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr. 
J ames  Murray  six,  Mr.  James  Williams  three,  and 
several  other  takes  were  made.  Mr.  A.  J.  Collins,  on 
the  Braid,  on  March  27,  creeled  forty-eight  trout, 
all  on  the  fly.  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor,  hon.  sec.  Ulster 
Anglers,  Mr.  G.  Black  and  self  fished  the  Clady  on 
March  31,  and  had  fourteen,  twelve,  and  nine  trout 
each — herring  size,  and  Mr.  J.  Wright  had  eighteen. 
Killing  flies.  Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown,  and  Wick- 
ham. — J,  A.  B. 


Blaokwater  (co.  Cork).— River  in  bank-high 
flood  all  the  week ;  little  or  no  fishing  could  be 
done  on  Upper  Careysville.  The  Hon.  Captain 
Greville,  on  March  22,  landed  a  magnificent  salmon 
of  451b.,  and  on  the  same  water  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
on  March  27,  had  three,  of  181b.,  19lb.,  and  221b.— 
W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bo3me  (Navan). — Floods  have  prevailed  all  past 
week.  1  can  only  hear  of  two  or  three  fish  being 
got — two  of  181b.  and  241b.  by  Mr.  Francis  Loy  .on 
Upper  Black  Castle,  one  of  101b.  by  Mr.  Sclatsr  on 
the  Blackwater,  and  one  on  the  Ardmulchan  length. 
The  question  of  the  pollution  of  the  Blaskwaterand 
Boyne  by  the  Navan  Gas  Company  came  before 
the  Vine-Chancellor  in  the  Dublin  Law  Courts  on 
March  30,  and  an  interim  injunction  was  granted 
the  plaintiff 5,  Messrs.  Fitzherbert  and  Ley,  the  pro- 
prietor and  lessee  of  the  Black  Castle  Fishery, — 
Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal). — A  dreadful 
storm  passed  over  this  locality  during  the  past 
week ;  the  violence  of  the  wind  and  rain  stopped 
completely  all  attempts  at  fishing.  The  weather  is 
settled  at  time  of  writing,  and  the  water  has  begun 
to  fall.  T.  Gilroy  caught  a  salmon  16 Jib.  on 
March  31.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

County  Derry  Rivers. — On  the  1st  inst.  the 
remaining  rivers  of  Derry  opened  for  angling. 
These  include  the  Fogle  and  all  its  numerous 
tributaries,  the  Faughan,  Roe,  &c.  At  time  of 
writing  they  are  in  fair  order,  and  the  weather  has 
much  improved. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — With  the  advent  of  the 
warmer  weather,  ushered  in  on  the  31st  ult.,  the 
prospects  of  trout-fishing  have  much  improved  in 
this  district.  During  the  past  month  the  Black- 
water,  Ballinderry,  and  their  tributaries  were  con- 
tinuously flooded,  and  scarcely  anything  save  bait- 
fishing  was  obtainable. — J.  A.  B. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  in  very  flooded 
state  during  week,  but  is  now  settling  down  into 
good  fishing  trim,  and  all  parts  are  most  plentifully 
stocked  with  salmon.    On  Mashonaglass,  H.  Austen 
had  one  111b.     On  Ashton,  W.  T.  Crawshay,  two, 
13Jlb.  and  91b.  On  Warren's  Court  and  Oak  Grove, 
G.  M.  levers  four,  121b.,  121b.,  101b.,  101b. ;  Rev. 
Father  Kent,  one,  121b.;   and  Mr.  O'Leary,  one, 
12Ib.    On  Carhue,  Admiral  Jeffreys,  two,  01b.  and 
71b.     On  Lord  Ardilaune's,  J.  B.  Massey,  eight, 
231b.,   lOJlb.,  101b.,  101b.,   9Jlb.,    71b.,  71b.  On 
Rooves,    Mr.    Lyons,    one,     101b. ;    F.  Lyons, 
one,    91b.  ;     and  H.    Austen,    one,     lllb.  On 
Carrigadrohid  Mrs.   St.   Leger    Carter  had  two, 
of   lllb.    and    7 Jib.,    and  F.   St.   Leger  Carter 
six,   of   121b.,  lllb.,  lllb.,  101b.,  91b.,  91b.  On 
Nadrid,  Major  Gubbins,  R.A.,  had  three,  of  12lb., 
121b.,  and  71b.    On  Lee  Mount,  H.  Lindsay  had 
two,   of   171b.   and   131b.      On  Clashaneur,  Dr. 
Fitzgerald,   R.N.,  had  two,  of   131b.  each.  On 
Cronody,  Major  Barton  had  seven,  of  131b.,  lllb., 
101b.,  91b.,  8Jlb.,  71b.,  and  61b.    On  Farran,  Major 
Adamson  had  seven,  of  131b.,  lllb.,  101b.,  101b., 
81b.,  71b.,  and   61b.     On  Fargus,  Major-General 
Dashwood  had  one  of   121b.     On  Inniscarra,  J. 
O'Donnell  had  two,  of   121b,   and   O  b.,  and  J. 
McAuliff  one  of  101b.    On  Castleinch.  J.  O'Brien 
had  two,  of  101b,  and  9lb.  On  Nettleville,  R.  Nettles 
had  five,  of  8Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  71b.,  71b  ,  and  01b.,  H. 
Welch  Thornton  six.  of  lOJlb.,  9lb.,  8Jlb.,  81b.,  8lb., 
and  71b.,  and  H.  Gordon  Clark  three,  of  lOJlb., 
9Jlb.,  and  91b. — W.  Haynes  and  Sont. 

Iiough  Corrib  (Kilbeg,  co.  Galway). — Though 
last  week  was  very  rough  some  good  baskets  of 
trout  were  got  by  the  fishermen  with  natural  bait 
and  Blue  Phantom  on  the  two  days  thoy  were  out. 
A  good  number  of  pike  were  killed  on  the  floode.d 
meadows  and  drains,  some  of  them  up  to  151b. 
weight.  Prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  good 
as  ttie  water  is  falling  and  clearing. — T.  M. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
The  following  are  the  details  of  the  sport  which  was 
bad  under  the  circumstances: — March  23,  Meaghter 
Healy,  three  salmon,  lllb.,  101b.,  and  101b;  25th, 
Ned  Dennehy,  two,  131b.  and  101b.  ;  20th,  Ned 
Dennehy,  one,  lOilb.  ;  27th,  Johnny  Brennan,  one, 
lljlb. ;  28th,  Ned"  Dennehy,  one,  161b.  At  time  of 
writing  (Tuesday)  the  weather  has  assumed  a  sea- 
sonable aspeet  at  last,  and  the  lake  is  getting  into 
angling  order.  The  prospects  of  sport  are,  there- 
fore, much  improved. — -T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Owing 
to  strong  north  wind  last  week  the  Mask  was  un- 
fishable.  Anglers  took  advantage  of  the  wind  and 
fished  Lough  Corrib.  where  sport  was  pretty  good. 
—J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — Mr.  A.  Murray  landed  a  fine 
clean  run  salmon  weighing  131b.  on  the  27th,  and 
BIr.  C.  Hughes  landed  three  trout  {safmo  ferox)  of 
3Jlb.,  21b.,  21b.,  on  28th,  trolling.  The  lake  is  yet 
high,  but  is  now  getting  into  fishing  order,  aiid  the 
water  is  falling.  The  Erne  is  still  too  high,  yet  some 
fine  trout  have  been  taken,  and  with  a  few  more 
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days  of  dry  weather  the  river  will  be  in  fine  order 
for  trouting.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina).— Water  is  in  good  order,  with 
westerly  winds ;  a  good  run  of  fish  on  the  weirs 
(for  the  week  eighty  fish  of  a  large  size  were  got) 
V  ery  few  anglers  out.  Settled  weather  will  brincr 
goop  sport  on  the  river  and  lakes,  as  there  are  lots 
of  fish  on  the  run  (upper  water).  Mr.  Wilson  hooked 
a  few  fish  during  the  week. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Jttayo), — The  river  was  out  of  order  for  the  past 
week,  therefore  no  angling  was  done.  As  I  write 
It  13  falling  and  clearing,  and  the  weather  looks 
settled.  A  large  number  of  clean  salmon  showing 
m  the  pools.  I  have  never  seen  both  loughs  so  full. 
It  will  be  some  weeks  ;before  they  are  fishable. 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Owenea  and  Owentocker  (Ardara,  co.  Donegal). 
—These  streams  opened  on  the  1st  inst. — .T.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Never  in  the  memory 
of  the  oldest  inhabitant  has  the  Shannon  been  seen 
at  such  a  height  at  the  end  of  March ;  the  roads 
and  pathway  close  to  the  village  have  been  im- 
passable, and  nearly  all  the  "  beats  "  more  or  less 
have  been  too  high  for  fishing.  Mr.  Williams,  on 
the  Doonas  water,  March  26,  one  salmon,  lUlb. 
The  fishermen  on  the  Newgarden  water,  March  "27 
one,  241b.  ;  31st,  one,  261b.  The  Shannon  tribu- 
taries, Glen,  Abington,  Coole,  Blackwater,  and 
Mulcaire  rivers  have  been  in  nice  order  for  trout 
fishing,  Mr.  J ohn  Enright  killing  twenty-one  trout  in 
the  latter  on  March  25.— Jomir  Eneight  and  Son. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 

Veytaux.— A  two  days'  gale  of  warm  wind  down 
the  valley  changed  the  style  of  weather  here  last 
week,  but  by  report  from  its  banks  heard  yesterday, 
March  28,  the  Stockalper  was  low  and  clear,  and  no 
one  waa  fishing.  The  Vaudois  water  was  more 
coloured,  and  one  day  Mr.  Sandeman  was  fortunate 
enough  to  get  a  21b.  trout  and  two  of  lib.  each,  all 
beauties,  one  with  natural  minnow  and  the  others 
with  an  artificial  fly,  not  to  be  found  natural  on 
these  waters  or  elsewhere,  though  prevalent  in  fly 
books.  Fishing  in  the  Rhone  is  stUl  possible,  but 
the  vanishing  snow  will  soon  make  it  hopeless  for 
surface  angling — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Very  little  sport  has  been 
experienced  during  the  present  week,  and  anglers 
have  been  comparatively  few,  conditions  of  weather 
and  water  not  proving  encouraging.    Calm  has  at 
last  succeeded  some  six  weeks  of  strong  winds,  and 
the  water  should  soon  assume  its  wonted  degree 
of  clearness.    Five  anglers  put  in  an  appearance 
on  Saturday  (March  28)   and  faced  the  strong 
wmd  and  driving  rain  all  day,  but  with  most 
mdifferent  results.    March  29  found  three  local 
anglers    somewhat    busy,    and    Messrs.  Stanley, 
Gray,  and  Snowdon  each  took  away  between  twenty 
and  thirty  fish,  nearly  all  small  dabs  and  pout- 
mgs.     Monday  proved  wet  and  stormy,  and  no 
one  put  in  an  appearance  in  the  morning,  but 
miproved  conditions  of  weather  later  in  the  day 
brought  out  Messrs.   Morewood,  Carey,  Harding 
and    Bushnell,    together  with    one   lady,  Mrs 
Morris;  but  the  day's  catch  proved  disappoint- 
ing, the  best  fish  of  the  day,  a  shapely  codling, 
fallmg  to  the  rod  of  the  lady,  who,  in  addition, 
captured  a  few  poutings.     Mr.  Curtiss  and  Mr. 
Chapman  fished  for  a  few  hours  on  Tuesday  (31st) 
but  the  very  high  tide  of  that  day  submerged  the 
fishmg-deck,  and  only  some  few  small  poutings 
came  to  hand.    Three  visiting  anglers  spent  several 
hours  with  their  rods  on  Wednesday  morning 
(April  1),  but  the  water  was  thick,  and  their  catch 
unworthy  of  record.    Given  a  few  days  of  calm, 
settled  weather  and  material  improvement  in  all 
^cal  fehing  should  take  place.— J,  Richardson, 

Plymouth.— At  the  time  of  writing  the  weather 
18  like  spring,  and  smooth  water  in  the  bay.  All 
the  fishing  boats  have  gone  to  sea.  The  spring 
pollack  have  not  arrived  yet ;  only  a  few  stragglers 
have  been  caught.  The  school  bass  are  still  on  the 
teed  in  the  harbour.  In  this  month  the  horse 
mackerel  makes  its  appearance.  Turbot  and  brill 
are  considered  in  prime  condition  this  month.  The 
edible  fish  are  trout,  peal,  salmon,  scad,  mackerel 
conger  eel,  atherine  (smelt),  thornback,  pouting! 
hake,  brill,  turbot,  dab,  and  all  shellfish.— William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate.  —  The  strong  westerly  and  south- 
westerly wmds  have  made  fishing  almost  impossible 
during  the  week.  A  few  codling  and  flat-fish  have 
been  taken  from  the  Iron  Pier,  and  from  the  West 
Mr.  Birkett  has  had  pollack  and  dabs ;  of  the  former 
there  seems  a  good  number  about,  but  it  has  been 
next  to  impossible  to  get  at  them.    This  afternoon 
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(April  1)  two  boats  have  returned  with  decent 
codling  and  a  few  flat-fish ;  with  calmer  weather 
fishing  should  be  good.  By  kind  permission  of  the 
harbour-master.  Captain  Inskipp,  the  fishing  from 
the  landing-stages  on  the  East  Pier  will  remain 
open  till  after  Easter.— Grey  Mullet 


JlssociaHons 

(Special  Meetings). 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  he  published  on  Thursday, 
April  9,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling  on  the 
lOth.  All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in 
that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First 
Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  April  8. 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  general  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next  at  8.30  p.m.  The  annual  dinner 
will  be  held  on  Saturday,  April  25,  at  the  Cham- 
pion Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street.  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
the  President  of  the  Association,  will  occupy  the 
chair ;  Mr.  Becket,  the  vice-chair.  The  champion- 
ship shield  will  be  presented  to  the  Brompton 
Angling  Society,  and  medals  to  the  competing 
teams  in  the  final  will  be  distributed.  A  capital 
musical  programme  has  been  arranged.  The 
tickets  for  the  dinner  wiO  be  33.  each  ;  applica- 
tion for  same  may  be  sent  in  at  once.  Members 
may  obtain  tickets  for  their  friends  at  the  same 
price.— R.  G.  Woodrutt. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

Since  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with 
many  thanks  the  receipt  of  £1  7s.  6d.  from  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  £1  10s.  Izaak  Walton,  1 4s 
Crown  and  Buckland,  and  5s.  Editor  South  Lon- 
don Chronicle.  The  boxes  at  the  competition 
realised  £3  5s.  7d.,  including  lOs.  7d.  collected 
by  hand  by  Messrs.  Mears  and  Parker  of  the 
Merry  Anglers.  The  next  committee  meeting  will 
be  held  on  April  17.— W.  H.  Barber. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

Reports  frona  agents  and  the  fishing  experiences 
of  members  were  meagre.    Mr.  Bates  showed  a 
neat  and  simple  device  for  getting  over  the 
difficulty  of  reeling  in   a   fish  taken  with  a 
long  trace,    and   now  so  usual.    As  the  lead 
cannot    render    through    the    sheave    it  was 
quietly  dispensed  with  in  favour  of  something 
that  would — quite  a  Napoleonic  mode  of  meeting 
a  difficulty.    The  recent  meeting  of  the  National 
Fisheries  Protection  Association  was  noted  and 
commented  upon,  and  Mr.  Doughty's  action  much 
approved.    It  was  noted  with  regret  that  the 
Destruction  of  Immature  Fish  Bill  was  unUkely  to 
come  on  this  Session.    More  dabs  and  haddocks 
were  produced,  bought  in  the  street— twenty-one 
averaging  3oz.  each— and  much  evidence  as  to  the 
cruel  treatment  of  our  nurseries  by  the  fishermen 
was  adduced,  a  distinction  being  pointed  out  by 
Mr.  Minchin   between  districts  fished  by  the 
trawlers  of  other  countries  and  those,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Lancashire  coasts,  which  are  not; 
there,  he  pointed  out,  we  had  the  cure  in  our 
own  hands,   elsewhere  international  difficulties 
were  sadly  in  the  way  of  radical  cure.    The  final 
conclusion  was  arrived  at  that  these  matters  must 
f  °°°3*^°*ly  kept  alive  until  a  sufficient  number 
of  Members  of  Parliament  have  been  induced  or 
goaded  to  put  their  shoulders  to  the  Parliamentary 
wheel. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Gresham  Angling  Society  

Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
weekly  meeting  of  the  Society  on  Tuesday  last. 
The  principal  feature  of  the  evening  was  the  dis- 
cussion of  rules  relating  to  the  fence  months. 
This  matter  was  debated  at  some  length  and 
settled.    Fishing  reports  were  poor.  Several 
members  were  fishing  on   Saturday,   but  the 
weather  beat  them.    Two  gentlemen  were  elected 
members.    Trout  fishing  opens  on  the  Chess  on 
April  1,  and  members  are  particularly  requested 
to  note  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  in  their 
possession  the  1903  membership  card,  as  the  bailiff 
has  received  instructions  to  ask  all  persons  fishing 
the  Society's  stretches  to  produce  it.  Members  are 
earnestly  requested  to  record,  either  at  the  Black 
Horse,  Chesham,  or  at  the  society's  headquarters, 
all  fish  taken  (as  the  committee  are  anxious  to 
secure  data),  which  will  be  of  service  when  re- 
stocking is  considered  later  in  the  year.  A  circular 
relating  to  this  subject  will  shortly  be  in  the 
hands  of  all  members.    Some  few  subscriptions 
remain  unpaid,  and  the  secretary  appeals  to  those 
gentlemen  whose  subscriptions  are  in  arrear  to 
forward  their  cheques  as  soon  as  possible.— 
F.  E.  Eldked.  Hon.  Sec. 
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City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society— 

A  very  pleasant  meeting  on  Tuesday,  March  31, 
was  presided  over  (successively)  by  Mr.  Robt 
Snare  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Fosbrooke.  Bottom  and 
pike  fishmg  have  closed  on  most  waters.  There 
IS  every  probability  of  the  society's  water  being 
greatly  increased  very  shortly  by  the  ac(|uisition 
of  a  much  more  extensive  adjoining  stretch  ;  this, 
in  view  of  the  lly  fishers  especially,  will  be  a  great 
advantage  to  the  society.  Endeavours  are  also 
being  made  to  take  still  further  water  in  another 
locahty.  The  much  vexed  question  of  sewage 
disposal  was  the  subject  of  discussion,  the  meeting 
havmg  before  it  the  Parliamentary  Bhie-Book 
(just  issued)  contaming  the  Third  Report  of  the 
"  Sewage  Commission."  After  discussion  of  other 
topics,  including  the  fishing  off  Weymouth  and 
the  wanton  destruction  of  undersized  food  fishes, 
the  meeting  concluded  with  the  usual  toast  and 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  that  had 
presided. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  our  weekly  meeting 
on  April  1.  The  prize  list  for  the  past  season  was 
thoroughly  discussed,  and  the  various  prizes 
decided  with  the  following  results  :— Mr.  H.  Dunn 
wins  outright  the  challenge  cup  with  a  score  of 
8i  points;  Mr.  G.  Westrup  takes  the  club  cup 
for  the  best  specimen  of  the  season  with  a  bream 
of  61b.  9Joz. ;  the  cups  for  best  aggregate  and 
second  best  specimen,  being  also  won  by  Mr. 
Westrup,  revert  to  the  society.  The  date  of  the 
annual  dinner  has  been  fixed  for  May  20. — G.  W. 


LAST    SEASOX'S    -SPORT  ON 
OVERSCAIG,  SUTHERLAND. 


In  view  of  the  approaching  angling  season  at  thi^ 
resort  it  may  be  of  interest  to  many  visitors  as  well 
as  to  anglers  in  general  to  have  particulars  of  the 
sport  obtained  during  1902  :— 

May  (from  I4th,  I  rod)— 159  brown  trout,  70ilb. 
June  (whole  month)— 8  ferox,  SS-jlb. ;  3186  brown 
trout,  1211ilb.  July  (whole  month)— 1  grilse,  61b. ; 
3  ferox,  151b.  ;  1824  brown  trout.  9251b. ;  49  sea- 
trout,  62ilb.  August  (whole  month)— 1  salmon, 
5^1b. ;  3  ferox,  121b.;  1611  brown  trout,  467|-lb  ; 
28  sea-trout,  31  Jib.  September  and  one  day  in 
October— 479  brown  trout,  243|^lb.  ;  51  sea-trout, 
511b.  Totals  (1902)— 1  sahnon,  5Jlb.  ;  1  grilse,  61b. ; 
14  ferox,  65ilb.  ;  7259  brown  trout,  29211b.  ;  128 
sea- trout,  144 Jib.  Totals  (1901)— 2  salmon,  20ilb  ; 
8  ferox,  'tl^lh. ;  4078  brown  trout,  1535 Jib. ;  26  sea- 
trout,  361b.  Increase  (1902,  less  1  salmon)— 1  grilse, 
61b.;  6  ferox,  17flb.  ;  3181  brown  trout,  1385ilb.  ; 
102  sea-trout,  108Jlb.  Total  fish  of  all  kinds  (1902) 
—7403,  aggregating  3042Jlb.,  or  1  ton  7  cwt.  0  qr. 
18flb.  Total  fish  of  all  kinds  (1901)— 4114,  aggre- 
gating 1638|lb.,  or  14cwt.  2  qr.  14|lb.  Increase  for 
aggregating  1414|lb.,  or  13  cwt.  2qr. 

4Jlb. 

Although  Jvme  shows  such  a  preponderance  over 
the  other  months  the  weather  was  not  what  may  be 
considered  favourable.  During  the  second  week  it 
was  dead  calm,  and  this  was  followed  by  very 
boisterous  weather.  The  waters  principally  fished 
were  Loch  Shin  with  its  various  beats.  Lochs  Merk- 
land,  Griam,  Gorm,  Garvie,  and  other  Raters.  Of 
mdividual  baskets  made  in  a  day  127  ranged  from 
10  to  20  trout,  85  from  20  to  30  trout.  40  from  30 
to  40  trout,  8  from  40  to  50,  5  from  50  to  60,  and 
6  from  60  to  70.  A  number  of  takes  went  over  70 
trout  to  the  basket  in  one  day.  Amongst  the 
heaviest  were  107  trout,  weighing  301b.,  made  by 
Messrs.  Leddington  on  Loch  Gorm  on  June  27.  On 
July  19  Messrs.  Sainsbury,  on  Loch  Shin,  had  90 
trout,  20ilb. ;  and  on  4th  of  same  month  Messrs. 
Prescott  and  Chancellor,  on  Loch  Griam,  landed 
72,  211b.  The  prospects  for  this  season,  which  will 
open  in  about  a  month  or  so,  are  very  promising. 

B. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS; 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 
21,544.    J.  H.  Lee,  4,  Elm  Grove,  Peckham,  Surrey. 

Artificial  bait  spinning  tackle. — A  spin- 
ning bait  is  fashioned  from  a  pair  of 
bivalve  shells,  such  as  the  mussel's,  which 
are  slit  along  opposite  edges  and  inter- 
locked. 

3276.    T.  R,  Preedy,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  J. 

Bernard  &  Son,  55,  Chancery-lane,  E.C. 
Improvements  in  and  relating  to  fishing 
reels. 

3974.    H.  N.  Haug,  4,  South-street,  Finsbury. 

Improvements  in  houses  for  drying  fish 
and  the  like. 
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growings  bg  tljc  iSiap. 

Plea  fiwett  aye  like  foods  /  the  siviplesi  ctvc  those  of 
%chich  one  never  tires. — Ch.  Nodier. 


The  Fisliing  Gazette  is  ordinarily  published  at  St. 
Dunstan's  House  on  Friday  mornings,  but  April  10 
))eing  Good  Friday  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  pub- 
lished on  Thursday  morning,  April  9.  Therefore, 
all  matter  intended  for  insertion  in  the  issue  dated 
Saturday,  April  11,  toms<  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House 
not  later  than  First  Post  on  Wednesday  morning, 
April  8,  1903. 

The  Thames  trout  season  opened  on  Wednesday, 
April  I  ;  it  will  close  on  Sept.  10.  The  minimum 
size  of  retainable  fish  is  sixteen  inches.  Thames 
trout  average  from  21b.  to  2Jlb  ;  an  81b.  fish  may 
be  considered  a  specimen.  There  are  many  authentic 
records  of  big  Thames  trout.  Here  are  some ; 
111b.  4oz.,  taken  at  Chertsey  in  1879;  one  of  121b., 
Hambledon,  1883;  a  151b.  one  at  Marlow  in  1863; 
a  Ifilb.  trout  at  Reading  in  1880;  and  one  of  23Ib., 
hut  where  taken  I  cannot  at  the  moment  say. 


East,  great-east,  south-east,  nor'-west !  I  am 
not  going  to  quite  box  the  compass,  but  just  remind 
anglers  and  others  that  whether  they  intend  to  fish 
or  not,  the  railway  companies  will  take  them  this 
Easter,  quickly  and  safely,  to  the  ends  of  the  earth 
for  k  very  small  charge.  The  Great  Eastern  Com- 
pany gives  a  wonderful  programme  of  arrangements. 
The  South-Eastern  and  Chatham  will  make  you 
acquainted  with  "the  Continong,"  and  the  London 
and  North-Western  will  take  you  to  Llandrindod 
and  lots  of  other  places 

Whose  names  might  trouble  you. 
Being  made  up  of  "L's," 

With  an  occasional  "W." 
If  you  want  to  grasp  fully  the  variety,  extent,  and 
liberality  of  the  Easter    railway  arrangements, 
study  page  241. 


"  So  tak'  yer  rod  and  off. 

Fling  your  ledger  to  the  de'il ; 

For  we've  gotten  other  fish  tae  fry, 

When  fillin'  o'  the  creel." 
A  FEW  hundred  of  the  followers  of  the  contem- 
plative sport,  who  have  whipped  the  Coquet,  the 
Tweed,  and  the  Tyne  in  the  moonlight  and  the 
twilight,  foregathered  in  the  Connaught  Hall,  New- 
castle. The  occasion,  which  called  the  quaysider, 
the  up-streeter,  the  solicitor,  the  shopkeeper,  and 
the  miner  together,  was  a  lecture  by  Mr.  John  Har- 
bottle,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Northumbrian  Anglers' 
Federation,  on  "  The  Romance  of  Angling."  They 
all  belonged  to  the  great  brotherhood  of  anglers,  in 
which  all  are  equal,  and  the  man  who  can  sing  a 
song  and  tell  a  story  is  a  favourite.  Mr.  W.  A. 
Watson  Armstrong,  who  presided  over  the  largest 
gathering  of  anglers  ever  held  in  the  north  of  Eng- 
land, opened  the  proceedings  with  some  i-emarks  on 
the  poetry  and  romance  of  the  sport  which  called 
the  city  man  to  the  banks  of  the  bonny  Coquet  and 
the  beautiful  scenery  of  the  rivers  of  the  north. 
***** 
In  his  address,  Mr.  Harbottle  pointed  out  how 
supreme  was  the  position  of  angling  when  compared 
with  sports  such  as  shooting.  There  was  nothing 
pi(^turesqvie  or  romantic  about  a  sportsziian  who 
shouldered  a  gun.  Ladies  and  others  shuddered 
and  shrunk  from  the  gun,  but  when  an  angler 
stepped  into  a  carriage  with  rod  and  creel  it  was 
always  to  meet  a  warm  welcome  from  someone  who 
had  trod  the  banks  and  thrown  the  fly  in  years 
gone  by.  Mr.  Harbottle  dwelt  on  the  scenic  element 
that  added  so  much  to  the  romantic  life  of  the 
angler.  Everything  tended  to  throw  a  halo  round 
the  sport.  It  led  to  an  extensive  knowledge  of 
nature  by  flood  and  field.  The  intervals  of  the 
lecture  were  pleasantly  filled  up  with  songs  in 
praise  of  angling  and  anglers,  for  Mr.  Harbottle  is 
a  poet. 

"Tliere's  a  tryst  we  maun  keep  lad,  we  daurna  be 
laggard — 

So  on  wi'  your  heckles  and  auld  fishin'  creel ; 
For  ne'er  a  true  wooer  was  ever  found  sluggard, 
Or  a  fisher  wha  gans  to  the  stream  he  lo'es  weel." 


Mn.  James  Moksley,  a  well-known  local  angler, 
wliilst  fishing  from  the  beach  at  Felixstowe,  in  front 
(if  Empire  House,  felt  an  unusual  "  tug  "  at  his  hne, 
and  from  the  weight  anticipated  a  fine  catch,  which, 
however,  proved  to  be  two  codlings,  weighing  about 
IJlb.  each ;  on  the  third  hook  was  a  large  bundle  of 
cod  gear  and  thirty-eight  hooks.  During  the  dinner- 
hour  this  fisherman  landed  six  fine  fish  ;  he  also  has 
to  his  credit  the  first  fish— a  41b.  codling— caught 
off  the  new  pier  now  being  constructed  by  the 


Coast  Development  Company.  The  gear  used  was 
Carter's  Well-done  sea  rod,  and  the  usual  tackle 
with  gut  snoods.  The  tide  was  low  when  Mr. 
Morsley  landed  his  fish. 

"Rathur  a  curious  incident  occurred  the  other 
day,"  says  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller.  "All  the  mineral 
traffic  on  the  South  Durham  and  Lancashire  Union 
Railway  was  stopped  for  over  an  hour  at  Barnard 
Castle  Station  because  the  locomotives  could  not  be 
supplied  with  water.  The  high  cisterns  supplying 
the  water  columns,  at  which  engines  receive 
their  charges  prior  to  ascending  to  the  summit, 
are  fed  from  the  lower  Larthington  fish  pond. 
The  valve  of  the  supply  pipe  was  examined, 
and  an  eel  eighteen  inches  long  and  of  con- 
siderable thickness  was  found  firmly  doubled 
in  the  valve,  which  formed  a  complete  blockage  to 
the  outflow  of  water." 


"  The  trout  in  our  pretty  Lark  stream,"  says  Mr. 
William  Hewlett  in  the  Fink  'Un,  "are  going  very 
nicely.  For  two  hours  on  Sunday  I  sat  in  one  of 
my  boats  iiear  the  Icklingham  water.  It  was  a 
lovely  afternoon,  the  sun  gleaming  out  occasionally, 
though  looking  very  watery.  I  saw  some  splendid 
rises  just  over  the  shallows,  and  in  the  deeper  parts 
of  the  heads  of  the  pools  there  were  some  very  fine 
fish  rising.  Possibly  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  from 
what  I  saw,  I  think  there  are  several  brace  of  good 
fish  waiting  near  the  Temple  Bridge  to  be  caught. 
I  may,  as  I  am  writing  on  trout,  etc.,  remind  any 
gentleman  who  may  feel  inclined  to  try  our  Lark 
stream  the  new  season  tickets  are  ready,  and  upon 
•receipt  of  five  shillings  for  the  season  I  will  at  once 
forward  a  ticket,  and  also,  if  desired,  inform  them 
where  clean  and  comfortable  rooms  may  be  obtained 
in  the  village  of  Barton  Mills,  or  at  Mildenhall,  or 
Icklingham ;  in  fact,  any  information  I  ^can  give  I 
will  do  so." 


A  BoBN  Fisherman. 

Too  tired  to  work. 

Too  tired  to  walk ; 
Too  tired  to  read. 

Too  tired  to  talk. 
Too  tired  to  eat. 

Too  tired  to  drink ; 
Too  tired  to  write ; 

Too  tired  to  think. 
Too  tired  to  ride. 

Too  tired  to  row ; 
Too  tired  to  stay, 

Too  tired  to  go. 
Too  tired  to  want. 

Too  tired  to  wish  ; 
But  never  too  tired 

To  set  an'  fish  ! — Joe  Cone. 
— From  Four  Track  News  for  Januanj. 


A  young  writer,  Benjamin  Brooks,  appears  in  the 
April  Scrihner's  with  a  description  of  the  life 
"  Below  the  Water  Line  "  on  a  great  ocean  steam- 
ship. Mr.  Brooks  served  as  assistant  to  the 
engineer  on  a  steamer  of  12,000  ton?,  and  in  his 
article  he  has  given  a  stirring  account  of  the 
romantic  and  hazardous  life  of  the  men  in  the 
engine  and  stoke  holds.  As  Connolly  has  made  the 
Gloucester  skipper  live  for  thousands  of  readers,  so 
Mr.  Brooks  makes  the  engineer  and  his  assistants 
human.  His  account  has  been  called  the  prose 
version  of  ]\IcAndrew's  Hymn. 


•  The  April  part  of  McCalVs  Racing  Chronicle, 
1903,  is  to  hand.  Irrespective  of  the  "lepper" 
season  from  November  21,  1902,  to  the  end  of  the 
Liverpool  Grand  National  Meeting,  March,  1903, 
it  contains  a  full  report  of  the  first  week  of  the 
"legitimate  "  (Lincoln)  season.  It  can  be  obtained 
from  the  head  offices,  Mr.  W.  McCall,  Hunter- 
street,  Manchester ;  Mr.  E.  Searle,  Imperial  Arcade, 
Ludgate-hill,  London;  and  from  all  the  principal 
newsagents  in  town  and  country. 


Many  proofs  of  the  extraordinary  mildness  of  the 
season,  up  to  the  present,  may  be  seen  in  the  pretty 
neighbourhood  of  Llanymynech,  where  primroses 
have  been  in  bloom  continually  since  before  Christ- 
mas, and  at  present  the  hedgerows  are  swarming 
with  them,  as  well  as  with  blue  and  also  with  white 
violets.  Rhododendrons  have  been  in  full  bloom 
for  some  weeks  past,  and  the  pear  and  plum  trees 
are  so  crowded  with  white  blossoms  that  they 
appear  as  if  covered  with  snow,  and,  to  crown  all, 
swallows  were  noticed  in  this  vicinity  so  far  back  as 
the  23rd  of  last  month. 


The  Governmental  care  of  the  fishing  intei-ests  in 
Great  Britain,  says;  the  New  York  Fishing  Gazette, 
is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  the  British  Consul  at 


New  York  has  obtained  and  forwarded  this  week, 
under  instructions  from  his  home,  authorities, 
copious  statistics  for  the  information  of  the  Con- 
gested Fisheries  Board  in  the  United  Kingdom  in 
regard  to  herring  and  other  varieties  of  fish,  particu- 
larly seeking  markets  on  this  side  the  water.  This 
presumably  is  one  of  the  benefits  the  English  fisher- 
men get  from  the  tax  they  are  required  to  pay  of  a 
shilling  a  barrel  for  inspection  to  get  the  crown 
brand  and  that  sort  of  thing.  Mackerel  does  not 
this  year  happen  to  be  included  in  the  consul's 
report,  because  there  is  no  congestion  of  mackerel 
in  Great  Britain  and  but  very  limited  supplies  for 
digestion  on  this  side  the  Atlantic. 


In  answer  to  several  correspondents,  the  angling 
excursions  to  Pulborough,  Amberley,  or  Fittleworth, 
organised  by  Mr.  Eldridge,  do  not  commence  till 
Jime  14,  as  fishing  is  prohibited  during  the  close 
season.  Further  information  as  to  privilege  tickets 
may  be  obtained  from  A,  T,  Eldridge,  Rose  and 
Crown,  2,  Goswell-road,  London,  B.C. 


A  DEUHEE  has  been  signed  in  accordance  with 
the  recent  convention  between  France  and  Switzer- 
land regulating  fishing  in  the  Lake  of  Geneva. 
LTnder  the  terms  of  the  decree  special  fishing 
permits  in  the  French  portion  of  the  lake  are 
obtainable,  without  any  formalities  whatever,  to 
tourists,  travellers,  and  residents.  These  permits 
are  obtainable  for  one  day  only,  and  a  charge  of 
one  franc  is  made  in  each  case. 


The  first  trouble  about  bait  was  when  Noah 
thrashed  Shem  for  stealing  the  only  two  worms  in 
the  Ark  to  go  fishing. 


A  BILL  has  been  introduced  in  the  New  York 
Legislature  to  prevent  William  Rockefeller  from 
keeping  the  public  from  fishing  in  the  streams  and 
lakes  of  his  preserves  in  the  Adirondacks.  The 
bill  provides  that  no  person  shall  establish  a  private 
park  unless  its  owner  can  prove  that  its  waters  have 
never  been  stocked  by  the  State.  It  also  provides 
that  no  private  park  consisting  of  wild  lands  shall 
be  established  after  Jan.  1,  1904,  unless  surrounded 
by  a  substantial  fence  not  less  than  five  feet  high. 


The  cold  is  big  with  care,  my  dear. 

The  air  is  sad  with  sighs. 
The  birds  for  food,  all  peep  and  peer. 

And  pipe  their  little  eyes  ; 
But  love  makes  sunny  skies,  my  sweet. 

But  love  makes  sunny  skies. 

— Charles  Lusthd. 


The  following  is  the  programme  as  arranged  by 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society  for  the  month  ending 
April  30: — 4th — Instruction  in  fly  casting  at  Ches 
ham;  7th — Committee  and  ordinary  meeting.  Dij- 
cussion  on  suitable  flies  for  early  season  fishing, 
opened  by  Mr.  Close;  14th — No  meeting;  18th — 
Instruction  in  fly  casting  at  Chesham  ;  21st — Paper 
by  Mr.  .1.  Powles  West:  "Anglers'  Yarns,  by  One 
who  Spins  Them"  ;  25th — Instruction  in  flycastini; 
at  Chesham  ;  28th  —Ordinary  meeting. 


"Why  are  you  in  mourning?"  "Oh,  for  iny 
sins."  "I  didn't  know  that  you  had  lost  anv." — 
Life. 


Tramp:  "Have  you  anything  to  do  in  my 
line  to-day,  madam?"  Lady:  "What  is  your 
business?"  Tramp:  "  I'm  a  dentist,  ma'am.  I'll 
put  a  good  set  of  teeth  in  a  mince-pie  for  you,  free 
of  charge." 


Among  the  plaice  brought  to  Billingsgate  recently 
were  a  large  number  which  can  only  be  described  as 
immature.  Some  weighed  scarcely  an  ounce,  and 
the  average  weight  was  considerably  under  half  a 
pound.  They  came  mostly  from  the  trawlers  on 
the  North  Sea  along  the  Danish  and  Swedish  coasts, 
and  were  caught  on  the  breeding  grounds.  "Only 
a  quarter  of  the  fish  so  caught,"  said  a  Billingsgate 
salesman,  "is  sent  to  market.  The  rest  is  thrown 
back  into  the  sea  as  too  insignificant  to  even  be 
classed  'small  plaice,'  but  the  fish  are  then  nearly 
all  dead,  having  been  suffocated  in  the  net.  If  this' 
"form  of  trawling  is  not  stopped  the  industry  will  bo 
killed.  A  simple  Act  forbidding  the  sale  of  plaice 
under  half  a  pound  would  stop  the  evil,  for  it  would 
no  longer  pay  to  fish  for  young  plaice  on  the  breed- 
ing grounds."  The  trawls  used  have  meshes  four 
inches  in  diameter,  which,  theoretically,  should 
allow  the  small  fry  to  escape,  but  in  practice  the 
weight  of  the  water  in  the  net  pulls  the  meshes  o\it 
of  shape,  with  the  result  that  even  shrimps  are 
sometimes  unable  to  pass  through.  Dragnet. 
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Provifteial  Angling  ]iotes 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  he  published  on  Thursday, 
April  9,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling  on  the 
lOth.  All  communications  intended  for  insertion  in 
that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dunslan's  Howe  by  First 
Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  April  8. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  sixteenth  Birmingham  Angling  Association 
dinner  was  held  at  the  Old  Royal  Hotel,  Temple 
Row,  on  Saturday  evening  last,  when  near  upon 
200  presidents,  secretaries,  and  delegates  of  the 
various  clubs  connected  with  the  branch  societies 
sat  down  to  a  first-class  dinner,  which  was  put  on 
in  good  style  by  the  manager.  After  the  good 
things  had  been  disposed  of,  Mr.  R.  Goldsborough, 
the  Midland  Railway  Company's  representative, 
took  the  chair.  The  usual  loyal  toasts  were  got 
through  in  quick  time,  after  which  the  chaii-man 
gave  the  toast  of  the  Association.  This  was 
responded  to  by  Mr.  T.  Coles,  the  president 
of  the  Association,  who  stated  that  he  and  Mr.  J. 
Rabone  had  succeeded  in  coming  to  terms  with  the 
various  landowners  between  Stourport  and  Holt 
Fleet  for  the  use  of  the  members  to  fish  in.  Netting, 
except  for  salmon,  would  be  prohibited,  and  Sunday 
fishing  would  be  allowed.  Other  toasts  followed, 
after  which  the  evening  was  devoted  to  harmony, 
when  Messrs.  Ensor,  Price,  and  Sansom  gave 
some  special  songs.  Mr.  G.  Pee  gave  some  fine 
selections  on  the  piano,  which  went  to  make  the 
whole  affair  a  decided  success.  The  Great  Western 
Society  at  their  general  meeting  decided  to  fish  a  bye- 
contest  in  the  canal  at  Airewas  on  July  5,  and 
their  annual  contest  at  Upton-on-Severn  on  Sept.  6. 
The  Gun  Society,  which  has  over  250  members, 
held  their  quarterly  meeting  on  Monday  evening 
last,  when  they  decided  to  fish  their  annual  contest 
at  Tewkesbury  on  July  25  next.  The  balance  sheet 
showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  £37  ISs.  6d.  Since  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year  six  new  clubs  have 
joined  the  Birmingham  Association,  and  several 
new  clubs  are  in  course  of  formation.  The  Garrison 
Society  will  fish  their  annual  contest  in  the  Avon 
at  Evesham  on  Monday,  Aug.  24.  The  Dudley, 
Black  Heath,  and  Aston  Britannia  Societies  have 
reported  that  they  have  just  expelled  several 
members  for  misconduct.  The  Provincial  Associa- 
tion are  exhibiting  fish  at  the  Bingley  Hail  Exhibi- 
tion, but  they  are  not  to  be  compared  with  those 
sent  in  by  the  members  of  the  B.D.U.A.A.  With 
better  weather  trout  fishing  should  be  good ;  the 
river  Bourne  at  Shustoke  is  well  worth  attention, 
as  one  angler  is  reported  to  have  taken  fifteen  brace 
of  fish  smce  the  opening  of  the  season. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  a  certain  extent  the  flood  water  mentioned 
last  week  has  passed  away  from  the  streams  in  the 
Lincolnshire  district,  but  one  or  two  brief  down- 
pours of  rain  have  imparted  so  much  colour  this 
week  that  the  waters  cannot  yet  be  said  to  have 
thoroughly  recovered.  Notwithstanding  this,  several 
rods  have  been  at  work,  but  they  have  met  with 
such  scant  success  that  it  seems  scarcely  worth 
while  pursuing  the  sport  until  milder  and  more 
settled  weather  sets  in.  From  most  districts  the 
prospects  of  a  successful  season  are  encouraging, 
and  with  suitable  weather  bottom  fishermen,  for 
the  next  few  weeks  at  least,  ought  to  be  amply 
rewarded,  especially  if  the  up-stream  process  is 
employed.  The  maggot  and  worm  should  both  be 
used  with  success.  A  very  much  lower  temperature 
was  recorded  at  the  beginning  of  this  week,  and 
with  slight  traces  of  frost  in  the  air  it  can  hardly  be 
expected  that  trout  will  move  at  all  freely. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  rather  disappointing  in  this 
district  since  the  advent  of  the  trout  season.  How- 
ever, both  the  river  Hull,  Driffield  Canal,  Froding- 
hara  Beck,  and  other  tributaries  have  been  in  nice 
condition  for  operations  with  the  fly,  or  for  bait 
fishing,  and  at  times  during  the  past  week  a  few  nice 
fish  have  been  picked  up  here  and  there,  and  in  very 
fair  condition  ;  one  taken  near  Wilfholme  scaled 
ijlb.,  and  at  Arram  Beckend  another  was 
caught  with  worm,  estimated  to  weigh  about  21b. 
The  first  big  event  this  season  will  be  fished  for  a 
quantity  of  valuable  prizes  under  the  auspices  of 
the  East  Hull  Band  Angling  Association,  open  to 
all  comers.  The  George  and  Dragon  Angling 
Society,  of  Hull,  will  also  fish  their  first  match  of 
the  season  on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge,  and  several 
other  societies  have  arranged  matches  for  Easter 
week.  Some  grand  catches  of  codling  are  still  being 
made  in  the  river  Humber  with  mussel,  and  fish  up 
to  61b.  each  taken. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Lune  and  its  tributaries  have  been  in  flood, 
and  in  consequence  bottom  fishing  was  the  order 
of  the  day.  Catches  of  seven  to  eight  brace  are 
common.  In  the  Greta  good  takes  are  reported, 
one  of  fifty-nine  trout  by  up-stream  worming.  In 
the  Wenning  good  results  are  also  obtained, 
especially  on  the  top  portion.  One  catch  from  the 
Upper  Lune  in  four  days  by  one  rod  was  172  trout 
and  salmon.  Matters  continue  quiet  at  Warring- 
ton, doubtless  in  view  of  the  Easter  holidays. 
Two  good  catches  of  trout  are  reported  from  the 
Dee  at  Berwyn,  14Jlb.  and  lO^lb.,  all  in  good  condi- 
tion. The  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  speaks  of 
still  a  lot  of  fresh  water  in  the  river.  A  few  fish 
have  been  taken  ;  best  lot  two  brace.  The  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery  are  extending  the  sphere  of  their 
operations,  and  for  the  future  will  control  the  Bridg- 
water Canal  from  Longford  Bridge,  Stretford,  to 
Preston  Brook,  in  addition  to  that  already  controlled 
by  them.  The  Dixon  Green  Angling  Society  had  a 
most  successful  first  venture  at  a  social  gathering 
on  Saturday  last,  about  120  members  and  friends 
partaking  of  a  substantial  tea.  Mr.  S.  McCrirrick, 
the  president,  occupied  the  chair. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

All  our  city  rods  will  learn  with  regret  of  the 
sudden  death  of  Mr.  George  Coddington.  On 
March  12  he  lost  his  wife,  and  on  March  30 
was  buried  himself,  so  that  united  in  life  they  are 
not  divided  in  death.  The  Duchy  Angling  Society 
are  noted  for  an  important  meeting  on  Monday  next. 
The  Levenshulme  Angling  Society  last  Monday 
had  a  most  interesting  lecture  from  Mr.  S.  Boswell. 
Five  cases  of  mounted  fish  are  on  show  at  51,  Lower 
Mosley-street,  being  a  few  of  a  catch  made  in  Ireland 
by  city  rods.  Another  rod  at  Windermere,  pros- 
pecting for  Easter,  reports  that  so  far  this  season 
the  weather  has  not  favoured  fishing  on  the  lake. 
The  Cornbrook  Angling  Sociaty  report  a  great  suc- 
cess with  the  lecture  by  Mr.  Nightingale.  Their 
recent  smoker  was  a  great  success  also.  The  101b. 
bream  sent  by  Mr.  J.  Johnson,  of  Ardwick,  to  the 
great  exhibit  at  Birmingham  will  take  a  lot  of 
beating. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  further  rise,  and  on 
AVednesday  rain  fell  more  or  less  throughout  the 
day,  so  that  prospects  were  by  no  means  bright. 
Trouting  was  to  have  begun  at  Shardlow  on  Wed- 
nesday, but  the  miserable  weather  experienced 
damped  the  ardour  of  the  enthusiasts  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society.  Morris,  the  keeper,  reports 
the  presence  of  plenty  of  big  trout,  espe- 
cially of  the  Loch  Leven  order.  The  Society 
have  turned  thousands  of  trout  into  the 
waters  from  time  to  time,  and  the  members  deserve 
sport.  The  takes  are,  of  course,  limited,  and  the 
policy  of  restriction  has  our  hearty  support ;  at  all 
events  for  the  present.  Salmon  may  have  ascended 
with  the  recent  flushes,  but  so  far  none  appear  to 
have  been  seen  "  pitching."  What  holders  of 
licences  require  is  a  spell  of  settled  weather,  so  that 
the  river  may  assume  its  normal  conditions  of 
early  spring.  A  few  trout  were  taken  on  the 
Notts  Smite,  in  the  Colston  Basset  district,  on 
Tuesday,  March  31.  Members  of  the  old-established 
Old  Radford  Soc  ety  have  just  been  awarded  their 
prizes  for  the  season  closed  on  March  14.  These 
numbered  fifty-six  for  specimen  fish.  The  principal 
fell  to  the  prowess  of  the  following,  namely,  A. 
Tucker  and  J.  Brinklow  (chub)  ;  R.  Pike  and 
W.  Grundy  (bream) ;  W.  T.  Tomlin  and  S.  Ains- 
worth  (roach);  G.  Hancock  and  A.  Hall  (perch) ; 
R.  Straw  and  W.  Sanderson  (dace) ;  and  G.  Spink 
and  D.  Wilson  (gudgeon).  The  special  prize  for 
pike  was  won  J.  Yates  with  a  nice  fish  of  71b.  4oz. 
Old  time  anglers  will  deeply  regret  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  "  Ned  "  Tansley  of  this  city.  He  was 
in  his  eighty-second  year.  The  deceased  was  a 
most  skilful  angler  in  his  day,  and  was  an  expert 
maker  of  all  kinds  of  nets.  He  had  many  friends 
and  was  highly  respected.  He  was  buried  on 
Monday  amid  every  manifestation  of  sorrow. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Rain !  rain !  every  day  rain  !  which  keeps  our 
rivers  very  high  and  the  water  stained  far  too  much 
for  successful  angling.  Some  of  the  brooks  are  in 
good  condition,  and  some  nice  trout  were  caught 
with  the  worm  as  bait.  One  gentleman,  fishing 
where  the  water  is  strictly  preserved,  had  a  beautiful 
lot  on  each  of  two  days  during  the  week,  but  it  will 
be  a  fortnight,  if  the  weather  should  take  up,  before 
the  rivers  will  be  fit  for  trouting.  The  salmon  nets 
are  having  a  very- bad  time  of  it;  only  a  few  fish 
have  been  taken  during  the  past  month.  There  has 
been  every  opportunity  for  salmon  to  reach  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Severn  this  season,  and  there 
h  ould  be  better  sport  there  than  for  years  past. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  clubs  have  held  their  annual  meetings. 
The  committee  of  the  Derwent  Angling  Club 
reported  that  notwithstanding  the  unfavourable 
weather  last  spring  and  summer,  the  fishing  proved 
most  successful.  The  May  Fly  season  was  on©  of 
the  best  on  record,  large  baskets  being  made.  The 
Scotch  ova  purchased  last  year  having  turned  out 
extremely  well,  the  cjmmittee  were  encoupriged  to 
purchase  a  large  quantity  this  winter,  all  of  which 
hatched  well.  The  committee  trust  that  the  intro- 
duction of  this  new  blood  will  prove  beneficial  to  the 
stream.  It  was  reported  that  the  fresh  fish  put 
into  the  stream  were  running  to  a  fair  size.  The  Black 
Ox  Angling  Qluh  met  at  Leeming.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  arrange  the  annual  competition. 
The  pegged-down  competition  was  fixed  for  Aug.  14. 
A  committee  was  formed  to  arrange  for  getting  up 
a  present  for  Mr.  Whitfield,  hon.  secretary,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  approaching  marriage.  The  yearly 
dinner  in  connection  with  the  Fitzwilliam  Angling 
Club  took  place  at  the  Railway  Hotel,  Norton, 
Malton,  when  Mr.  A.  Walker  presided.  Anglers  in 
the  Swale  at  Richmond,  Reeth,  and  Catterick  have 
caught  some  very  fine  trout  of  late,  and  prospects 
are  excellent. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since 
last  notes  were  written  has  been  stormy  and  wet 
generally  throughout  the  country,  and  fishing  has 
been  difficult,  and  on  some  waters  impossible.  The 
Lee  has  fished  well,  and  the  outlook  on  this  water 
is  very  good  just  now.  Lake  fishing  was  suspended 
on  many  waters  for  a  couple  of  days,  but  when 
angling  was  possible  soms  fair  trout  were  had  on 
Waterville  lake  and  Killarney  lakes  by  a  few 
anglers.  Trouting  has  yielded  good  sport  at  many 
places  in  Ulster  and  Connaught,  but  salmon  angling 
has  been  productive  of  but  little  sport  on  the 
majority  of  rivers  in  those  provinces.  As  the 
weather  has  become  seasonable  at  time  of  writing, 
the  prospects  of  sport  are  improved  very  much  all 
round.  All  waters  are  getting  into  better  order, 
and  salmon  are  arriving  in  fair  or  average  numbers 
on  all  the  principal  waters.  Sea-trout  are  beginning 
to  arrive  in  some  of  the  earlier  rivers. 


PROVINCIAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION, 

BIRMINGHAM. 
Exhibition  of  Specimen  Fish  at  Bingley  Hall. 

A  SPLENDID  collection  of  specimen  fish  is  now 
being  exhibited  by  members  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  in  their  fish  section  at  the 
National  Trades  Exhibition,  Bingley  Hall,  Birming- 
ham. (The  exhibition  will  close  on  June  6.)  Mr. 
George  Stanley,  the  manager  of  the  exhibition, 
having  generously  presented  the  association  with  a 
special  prize  cup  for  the  champion  fish  exhibited, 
together  with  £12  in  cash  prizes,  the  secretary  of 
the  association  (Mr.  Harry  W.  Miller)  has  been  able 
to  obtain  upwards  of  one  hundred  exhibits,  fish 
having  been  entered  from  the  following  centres — 
namely,  Cardiff,  Bristol,  Worcester,  Malvern,  War- 
rington, Wolverhampton,  High  Wycombe,  Taunton, 
Netherton,  Stafford,  Northampton,  Dudley, 
West  Bromwich,  and  Birmingham.  The  exhibits 
have  been  divided  into  six  classes,  one  class  each 
for  roach,  perch,  pike,  chub,  and  bream,  the  other 
class  being  for  any  kind  of  fish  not  mentioned  in 
the  first  five  classes.  In  the  roach  class  some 
remarkably  fine  specimens  are  shown,  namely,  fish 
of  31b.  8oz.,  21b.  12oz.,  21b.  6oz.,  2lb.  5oz.,  21b.  4oz., 
and  several  others  upwards  of  lib.  8oz.  Among 
the  perch  are  to  be  found  fish  weighing  31b.  12oz., 
31b.  lOoz.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  3Joz.,  31b.,  and  2Jlb.  The 
pike  class  is  an  excellent  one,  specimen  fish  of 
32Jlb.,  301b.,  291b.,  27ilb.,  261b.,  24>^:b.,  22ilb.,  221b., 
19^1b.,  and  181b.,  together  with  several  other  fine 
fish  being  staged.  The  class  for  chub  includes  fish 
of  5flb.,  4|lb.,  and  41b.,  while  bream  are  represented 
by  fish  of  13:^46.,  lOlb.,  and  6Jlb.  in  weight. 
Class  6  is  the  largest  in  numbers,  and  it  includes  a 
great  number  of  fine  specimen  carp,  trout,  and  tench, 
besides  specimens  of  the  barbel,  burbot,  lamprey, 
dace,  and  grayling.  Among  the  carp  are  fish  of 
161b.,  14|lb.,  121b.,  king  carp,  9|lb.,  and  old  English 
golden  carp  of  131b.  weight ;  trout  of  91b.,  Si\b.,  and 
61b.;  tench,  51b.,  41b.,  3ilb.,  and  3^1  b.  ;  a"  barbel, 
121b.  ;  burbot,  2^1b. ;  lamprey,  2Jlb.  (caught  while 
fly  fishing  on  the  river  Teme,  '-foul  hooked");  a 
dace,  12Joz. ;  and  a  grayling  of  lib.  15ioz.  Mr. 
Gilbert  Spicer,  taxidermist  of  Leamington,  who  ii  a 
member  of  the  Provincial  Association,  his  also  a 
good  collection  of  specimen  fish  on  view  (not  for 
competition),  which  include  excellent  specimen  pike 
and  perch,  and  a  grand  case  of  mixed  fish,  king  carp, 
roach,  etc.  Mr.  Spicer  has  supplemented  the  prize 
list  in  Class  6  by  giving  two  additional  prizes,  as  he 
considers  the  merit  of  the  fish  shown  in  this  class 
exceptional.  Harby  W.  Milleb. 

Birmingham. 
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Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

Having  largely  increased  the  numbers  of  their  Stock  Fish  are  quoting  low  prices  for 


FROM  WILD  OR  DOMESTICATED  FISH.   See  also  advertisement  on  cover. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


Easter  HoUdaySm 


Tourist,  Fortnightly,  &  Thursday,  Friday 
or  Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday,  Tickets 

will  l)c  issued  t"  VaniKiiith,  Lmvestoft,  Mimdes 
ley-ciii-Sfa,  t'lOURT,  Sdutlieml-dn-Sea,  C'hictim 
on-Sea,  WaltiiTi-ini-Saze,  Ilaiwith,  Felixstowe 
Ahleliui;;!!,  Soiitlnv.ild,  an<l  Iluiistaiitiiu  by  all 
trains  from  Liverpool  St.,  also  from  (!,  E.  Siihur- 
l)an  Stations  at  same  fares  as  from  raverjiool  St, 
These  Clieap  Tickets  will  also  he  issued  from  St, 
Paucras  (Midland  Station)  and  Kentish  Town  to 
Hunstanton,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley- 
on-Sea  and  Cromer  (except  on  Good  Friday). 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  ETC. 

Southend-on-Sea  and  back,  2/6.  On  Good 
Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  Monday, &  Tuesday 

from  Liverpool  St.,  Fenelnireh  St.,  and  all 
G.E.  Suhurlian  Stations  and  East  London  lines. 
On  Good  Friday  ami  Easter  Sunilay,  trains  will 
leave  Liverpool  St.  at  '.1.-22,  ID.IO,  and  10.38  a.m., 
And  Eenehurrh  St.  at  11.17,  !)..';S,and  lO.lS  a.m. 
On  Easter  Momlay,  from  Lis  erpool  St.  at  freipient 
intervals  from  7.311  a.m..  and  Frnchureh  St.  at 
S.IH,  S.47,  '.l.-JJ,  lU.S,  10..''.0,  and  11. JO  a.m. 

Tlu'ou.uh  E.\eursion  Tickets  to  Soutliend  are  also 
issued  from  Stations  on  the  Metropolitan  and 
District  Railways. 

Clacton,  Walton,  and  Harwich,  4/3.  On 
Easter  Monday  from  Liverjiool  St.  at  8.20  a.m., 
and  Stratford  at  S.35  a.m.  ;  also  from  G.  E. 
Suhurlian  Stations. 

Hertford,  2/6.   On  Easter  Monday  from 

Liverpool  St.  at  0.28  and  10..'i  a.m.,  and  12.r)0 
p.m.  ;  also  from  St.  Paneras  and  Kentish  Town 
at  O.l.T  and  lO.lS  a.m. 

Cambridge,  4/3 :  Ely,  5/6.  On  Easter 
Monday  from  Liverpool  St.  at  8.43  and 
11.0  a.m.,  and  St.  Paneras  and  Kentish  Town  at 
0.15  a.m. 

Yarmouth  and  fCromer,  1  day,  5/6  ;  3 
days,  8/6  ;  6  days.  1 1/6.  On  Easter  Monday 

from  St.  Paneras  (Midland  Station)  and  Kentish 
Town  at  6.25  a.m. 

Broxbourne  and  Rye  House,  1/9.  On  Good 
Friday  and  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool 
St.,  Bi.shopsyate,  Kethnal  (ireen,  Col)Orn  Rd., 
Hackney  Downs,  Stratford,  etc. 

Epping Forest,  Chingford,  and  Loughton. 
Dailyfrom  LiverpoolSt.,  F'enchurch  St.,  Deptford 
E,d.,  Gospel  Oak,  etc.  On  Easter  Monday  a 
Special  Service  of  Trains  will  run  lietueen  Liver- 
pool St.,  Fenchurch  St.  and  Chingford  and  Lough- 
ton ;  also  hetween  Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford. 

For  further  particulars  see  bills. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

TO  LET,  ou  the  Wandle,   a  stretch 
of  water  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
ten    minutes'    walk    from  Mitcham 
Junction.    Address — 
McEAE, 

123,  Bunhill  Eow, 

Finsbury,  E.G. 


A  FEW  RODS  TO  LET. 

BUTTERMERE  LAKE. 

This  licautiful  lake,  noted  for  its  free- 
risins'  fish,  has  been  leased  for  a  con- 
siderable period,  and  is  to  be  stocked  this 
year  with  about  30,000  choice  yearling 
trout,  and  the  right  of  fishing  will  be 
granted  to  25  rods  only.  To  those  who 
join  now,  at  the  initiation  of  the  scheme, 
the  subscription  and  entrance  fee  charged 
will  be  such  as  simply  to  cover  the 
expenses  aud  cost  of  stocking. 

Full  particulars  may  be  obtained  from 
Habold  Jackson,  Oakenclough,  Gar- 
stmg. 

FOR  FISHING  NETS 

of  every  description,  also 

TRY 

ALFBED  MORRIS 

21  &  21a,  Frankwell,  Shrewsbury. 


GRANT'S  MORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Is  the  most  Delicious  Liqueur  in  the  World 

It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.  Most 
comforting  in  damp  and  chilly  weather. 

Nice  with  Lemonade  or  Soda  Water.       Sold  by  Wine  Merchants  and  at  Restaurants 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS 

Specialities : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoe.« 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


Price* 


application. 


FLIES  ■  doz. 

Cash  with  order.      29.  THE  SQUARE.  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


'An  admirable  and  valuable 
guide  for  travellers." 

WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE. 


"Prepared  with  abundant 
care  and  knowledge." 

GLASGOW  HERALD, 


BRADSHAW'S 
THROUGH  ROUTES 


TO  THE 


Capitals  of  the  World 

AND 

Overland  Guide. 

A  HANDBOOK  OF  INDIAN,  COLONIAL, 
AND  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 


WitK  15  IVTaps  and  I»l 


Uniform  with  Bradshaw's  Railway  and  Continental  Guides,  but 
world-wide  in  it.s  scope  and  encyclopedic  in  its  range.  Should  be 
found  in  every  reference  library,  reading  room,  club,  commercial 
office,  and  bookseller's  shop  throughout  the  world.  Indispensable 
to  travellers  abroad. 

Price  5s.  net. 


HENRY  BLACKLOCK  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Bradshaw's  Guides  Office,  59,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.G. 


WANTED  TO  RENT, 

by  a  private  gentleman,  for  his  own  use 
(not  for  that  of  a  club),  a  LAKE  POND 
or  PART  OF  A  RIVER,  within  reason- 
able distance  of  London ;  the  princiiDal 
desideratum  being  that  of  good  winter 
Pike  Fishing.— Particulars  to  "The 
Baeon,"  Imatra,  Palace  Rd.,  East  Molesey 


ANGLING. 
EASTER  HOLIDAYS 

Come  to  the  Best  Trout  Fishing  in  the 
British  Isles.  All  Free.  Loughs  Mask  and 
Corrib  ;  both  Loughs  convenient  tolhotel ; 

also  river  fishing.— Apply  Proprietor, 
MoviMt    Ga,l3le  Hotel, 

LONBUR,  RELAND. 


ADVANTAGES  OFFERED 

BY  THK 

South  London 
Rifle  Club 

ESTABLISHED  1874. 
President : 

FIELD-MARSHAL  EARL  ROBERTS, 

V.C,  K.G.,  K.P.,  G.r.B.,  G.C.S.I.,  G.C.I.E. 

The  South  London  Rifle  Chib  is  the  oldest 
Rifle  Cluli  in  England,  and  has  in  its  ranks  some 
of  the  finest  Rifle  and  Revolver  shots  in  this 
oonntry. 

Tlie  oliject  of  the  Club  is  to  encourage  the 
ai  t  of  Rifle  and  Revolver  Shooting,  and  is  open 
to  all,  whether  in  the  Service  or  Civilians 
New  nieinhers  can  be  instructed  how  to  shoot, 
obtain  unlimited  accommodation,  and  have 
the  use  of  one  of  the  ttnest  ranges  in  England, 
with  unlimited  practice  up  to  1,000  yards. 

The  animal  Subscription  for  use  of  Rifle 
and  Revolver  Ranges  is  21».,  and  for  new 
Meniliers  an  Entrance  I'ee  of  5.«.  is  chai-ged 
Payment  of  £.5  5s.  constitutes  Life  Membership. 

Shooting  takes  place  on  Thursdays  at  the 
Runeniede  Ranges,  Staines  (Stations:  Wrays- 
bury,  S.W.R,,  and  Runeniede,  O.W.R.),  from 
2  p.m.  till  dusk. 

Vouchers  for  Railway  Tickets  at  reduced  rates 
are  obtainable  on  application  to  Hon.  Sec.  There 
IS  a  Club  House  at  the  Ranues. 

By  mentioning  Finhiny  Gazette,  further  partic- 
ulars of  the  Club  can  be  had  of  W.  G.  Langdon, 
Hon.  Sec,  75,  High  Street,  Staines,  Middlesex. 

N  B.— The  Club  has  framed  a  scheme  for 
the  assistance  of  Junior  Rifle  Clubs,  par- 
ticulars of  which  the  Hon.  Secretary  will  be 
pleased  to  give  on  application. 

Just  Ready,  cloth  extra,  pocket-book  size, 
price  2.*.  net. 

Miniature  Rifle  Shooting, 

Illilsfr/ifetl, 

By   L.   R.  TIPPINS, 

Author  of  "  Modern  Rifle  Shooting,"  "  The  Ser- 
vice Rifles "  ;  Member  of  the  English  Inter- 
national Ti-ophy  and  Mackinnon  Teams. 
H'it/i  a  Note  on  Ri/fc  Sliooting  at  Home 

ByR.B.  MAR  ST  ON. 
The  hook  meets  a  distinct  want,  as  many 
thousands  of  people  are  taking  up  this  form 
of  rifle  shooting  both  in  this  country  and  in 
America. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd  , 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


THE  IMPROVED  COXON  "AERIAL"  REEL 

(Patent).  Tlie  lightest,  the  most  perfect,  and  the 
most  durable  in  the  world.  This  reel,  manufac- 
tured of  ebonite  and  aluminium,  is  a  veritable 
triumph  of  mechanical  skill,  and  is  adapted  to  all 
descriptions  of  angling.  Light  quill  floats  may 
easily  be  thrown  40  yards  with  it.  Large  barrel, 
no  warping,  and  entirely  free  from  complica- 
tions. Prices:  4  in.,  26s.  ;  with  Baden-Powell 
Line  Guard,  30s.  ;  with  deep  flange  for  holding 
more  line,  and  line  guard,  30s.  ;  4i  ins.,  with 
line  guard,  35s.  each.  "  Aerials  "  (with  wooden 
backs) :  3  in. ,  with  optional  check,  15s. ;  3f  in.  do. , 
16s. ;  4  in.  do.,  17s. ;  4+  in.  do.,  19s.  each.  Without 
check:  4  in.,  14.«.  6d.  ;  4^  in.,  16s.  6rf.  each. 
The  reels  are  of  superb  quality,  and  of  exquisite 
finish.  Mr.  R.  B.  MARSTON,  in  "Fishing 
Gazette"  of  November  15,  1902,  says:  "I 
think  it  is  a  great  feather  in  Mr.  Coxon's  cap 
that  his  '  delicate  '  Aerial  Reel  should  have  stood 
the  strain  of  a  fight  with  such  a  grand  salmon." 
(Taken  on  Vos  River,  Norway,  in  July,  1902,  and 
weighed  681  lbs.).— Apply  Henry  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham.— My  book, 
"How  to  Catch  Fish,"  <fec.,  still  for  sale.  Is.  2d., 
postage  free.   Cash  with  all  orders. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— JjORJ)  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valualile  Trout  Fishing  Waters, 
at  Chesham,  Bucks,  one  hour  from  London,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fishing  Waters,  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex.  There  is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.— 
For  information,  apply  to  the  Secretary. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BaRT. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 
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iloJcs  from  il)e  ilod^. 

McLaren,  his  Majesty's  head  fisherman,  has  been 
out  sampling  the  pools  daily  in  view  of  the  royal 
visitor.  Last  week  he  creeled  two  fish  of  81b.  and 
lO^lb.,  which  were  duly  despatched  to  the  Kins 
and  Queen  in  London,  as  is  the  custom  with  the 
first  fruits  of  the  season. 


A  correspondent  last  week  takes  me  to  task  for 
havmg  a  dig  at  a  lessee  who  wished  his  salmon  pools 
"  reserved  for  himself  pending  his  arrival,"  some  six 
weeks  after  the  date  of  the  opening  of  the  season 
The  gentleman  was  quite  right  to  do  with  his  own 
as  he  had  a  mind  to.  My  dig  was  not  at  this  par- 
ticular sportsman,  but  at  the  general  ignorance  that 
prevails  with  regard  to  the  habits  of  salmo  salar  m 
particular  rivers  or  certain  parts  of  them. 

On  our  middle  and  lower  reaches  spring  and 
Bummer  fish  are  alwas  s  on  the  move  with  every  rise 
in  the  river.  They  cannot  be  kept  back  nor  reserved 
m  any  way  on  such  beats,  and  if  the  water  is  not 
fished  It  IS  lost  for  tha  time  being.  However,  it  is 
all  the  better  for  the  anglers  above. 


entered  i.ito  an  agreement  undertaking  not  to 
further  pollute  the  rivers,  On  Feb.  12.  1903,  the 
openmg  day  of  the  present  salmon  Ashing  season, 
gas  tar,  etc.,  was  again  observed  by  Mr.  Ley  and 
his  fishermen  flowing  down  the  stream,  and  was 
traced  back  to  the  works  of  the  defendant  com- 
pany ;  and  on  a  number  of  occasims  since  Feb  12 
plaintiffs  assert  that  the  defendant  company  hnd 
permitted  a  similar  pollution.  The  plaintiffs  also 
assert  that  the  pollution  is  having  a  most  disastrous 
effect  on  v.  h&t  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  salmon 
fisheries  in  Ireland,  and  that  the  rivor  would  be  per- 
manently injured  for  fishing  purposes  unless  the 
pollution  was  stopped.  Mr.  Mathcson,  K.C.,  with 
hini  Mr.  Littledale  (instructed  by  Mr.  John  Clark 
Dublin),  for  the  defendant  company,  said  that  short 
'■erao^'ing  the  works  altogether  everything  pos 
sibJe  had  been  done  to  preveht  pollution  of  the 
rivers  from  products  proceeding  from  the  gas  works 
and  that  now  no  deleterious  substances  were  perco- 
lating from  the  defendants'  works  into  the  rivers. 
Ihe  Vice  Chancellor  granted  an  interlocutory  in- 
;  jnction,  the  plaintiffs  to  give  the  usual  undertaking 
as  to  damages,  and  to  speed  the  trial  of  the  action 


Some  years  ago  a  keeper  on  the  Carlogie  Dee 
water,  without  any  specific  instructions  to  the  con- 
trary, and  following  the  practice  of  a  lifetime  and 
of  the  district,  fished  in  the  absence  of  his  lord  and 
master,  creeled  two  fine  salmon  and  sent  them  up 
to  London,  when  he  got  his  dismissal  light  off  for 
his  pains.  That  hard  case  was  in  my  mind  when  I 
penned  the  note. 


The  Spey  was  again  in  big  flood  most  of  last 
week  and  all  over  its  banks,  while  its  tributary 
waters,  especially  the  Feshie,  were  raging,  roaring 
torrents  twice  their  normal  spring  size. 

Mr.  John  Hardy,  of  Alnwick  fame,  has  been 
having  some  good  sport  on  the  Forest  of  Birse  Dee 
water  at  Aboyne.  The  other  rods  there  are  also 
domg  exceedingly  well. 

Large  gudgeon  and  large  flies  have  been  the 
kiilmg  lures  on  the  upper  Dee,  but  smaller  flies  are 
mostly  in  vogue  on  the  middle  beats.  John 
Mortimer,  keeper  to  Lord  Penrhyn,  had  eleven  fish 
to  his  own  rod  on  Saturday  last  (March  28). 

Mr.  Bulloch,  who  has  a  rod  on  the  Park  waters 
has  run  up  a  fine  score  of  nearly  forty  fish  since  the 
opening. 


Mr.  Murray's  defence  of  the  Ugie  was  most  timely 
and  natural.  Mr.  Grimble's  remarks  might  have 
been  all  right  five  years  ago  ;  but  much  has  happened 
since  then— and  the  main  thing  for  the  Ugie  that 
the  nets  are  all  now  off.  Would  other  streams  were 
similarly  treated. 


The  Fishing  GaztUe  was  the  first  to  take  up  the 
Don  case,  some  twenty  yeais  ago,  and  the  result  of 
pegging  away  all  that  time  can  be  seen  in  Lord 
Kyllachie's  interlocutor,  which,  although  not  all 
that  the  riparian  proprietors  could  wish,  is  yet  a 
move,  and  a  big  one,  in  the  right  direction. 

Salmon  disease  has  been  more  common  this 
season  in  northern  rivers  than  for  some  years  back 
On  the  Don  every  second  fish  is  spotted,  while  not 
a  few  on  other  adjacent  rivers  are  also  much  marked 
—what  might  be  expected  in  May.  but  seldom  seen 
^^''^^^r.  Special  Scotch. 


THE  BLACK  CASTLE  SALMON 
FISHERY,  XAVAN. 

On  the  30th  ult..  at  the  Dublin  Law  Courts,  in 
the  Chancery  Division  before  the  Vice-Chancellor 

he  case  of  R.  R.  FitzHerbert  and  Francis  Ley  v. 
the  Navdn  Gas  Works  Company  was  partly  heard 
on  a  motion  by  the  plaintiffs  asking  that  an  inter- 
locutory injunction  thould  issue  restraining  the 
defendant  company  from  permitting  gas  tar 
ammonia  water,  and  other  deleterious  substances 

,  V^'f.'S  flow  'nto  the  waters  and  fisheries  of  the 
plamtiffs  in  the  Rivers  Blackwater  and  Boyne.  near 
Navan.    Mr  Connor,  K.C..  with  him  Mr.  Richards 

instructed  by  Messrs.  S.S.  &  E.Reeves  &  Sons, 
Dublin),  for  the  plaintiffs,  read  a  number  of  affi- 
davits made  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs,  the  purport 
of  which  was  that  in  May,  1902,  the  plaintiffs  dis- 
covered that  the  defendant  company  was  turning 
gas  tar,  etc.,  in  very  large  quantities  into  the 
Blackwater  immediately  above  its  junction  with 
«ie  Boyne.  The  plaintiffs  immediately  placed  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  their  solicitors,  and  after 
some  correspondence  the  defendant  company 
paid    a    fine    of    £10    to    the    plaintiffs,  ^and 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce 
that  in  addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and 
Thursday,  Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tues- 
day ticket  i  to  the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads 
districts  (Aldeburgh,  Burnham-on-Crouch,  Claeton, 
Cromer,  Davercourt,  Felixstowe,  Harwich,  Hunstan- 
ton, Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea,  Southend-on-Sea, 
Southwold,    Walton-on-Nazo,    Yarmouth),  which 
are  issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  other  London 
and  suburban  stations,  there  will  be  special  excur- 
sion bookings  on  Thursday,  April  9,  from  London 
(Liverpool-street  and  suburban  stations)  to  all  the 
principal  stations  in  the  eastern  counties,  including 
Norvrich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham; 
also,  by  t'le  Cathedral  Route,  to  the  principal  towns 
in    Lincolnshire,    Yorkshire,    Lancashire,  North- 
Eastern  district,  and  Scotland.   Tickets  (excurison, 
ordinary,  etc.)  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at  Liver- 
pool-street Station,  at  the  Great  Eastern  West-end 
Ticket  and  Inquiry  Office,  1 2a,  Regent -street,  and  at 
the  company's  various  City,  West-end,  and  other 
booking  -offices.    On  Thursday,  April  9,  in  addition 
to  relieving  trains,  special  trains  will  be  rim  from 
Liverpool-street  at   1.35,   4.5,   and    7.12  p.m.  to 
Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft ;  at  1.30  p.m.  to 
Ipswich,  Norwich,  and  Cromer  ;  at  1.30  and  4.5  p.m. 
to  Colchester,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze  ;  at 
4.30  p.m.  to  Hunstanton;    and  at  7.15  p.m.'  to 
Felixstowe.    The  express  supper  car  train  at  12.3 
midnight  to  Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and  Claeton 
will   run   on   this  date  instead  of  on  Saturday, 
April  11.     On  Good  Friday,  with  certain  modifica- 
tions and  additions,  the  trains  will  run  the  same  as 
on  Sundays.    Special  trains  will  be  run  at  5.8  a.m. 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Ipswich  and  at  9.4  to  Yar- 
mouth and  Lowestoft  v'd  Ipswich,  both  calling  at 
the  principal  intermediate  stations  ;   spesial  trains 
will  also  be  run  on  several  of  the  branches  in  con- 
nection  with   trains   to   and   from   London.  On 
Saturday,    April    11,   for  the   accommodation  of 
persons   detained   at   business   until    late   in  the 
evening,  special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liver- 
pool-streat  at  12.20  for  Norwich,  ?;,«  Cambridge, 
and  at  12.25  for  Claeton,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  ami 
Lowestoft,  via  Colchester,  calling  at  the  piiiicipal 
intermediate  stations.    Excursion  tickets  are  issued 
daily  from  Liverpool-street  and  other  London  and 
suburban  stations  to  Epping  Forest  (Chingford, 
Loughton.  etc.).    There  will  be  special  day  excur- 
sions on  Good  Friday,   Easter  Sunday,  Monday, 
and  Tuesday   to   Southend-on-Sea,  Burnham-on- 
Crouch,  etc.    On  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday 
to  Broxbourne  and  Rye  House,   and  on  Easter 
Monday  to  Claeton,  Walton,  Dovercourt,  and  Har- 
wich ;    also  on  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool- 
street,  St.  Pancras,  etc.,  to  Hertford,  Cambridge, 
a-id  Ely  ;  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town 
only,  for  one,  three,  or  six  days,  to  Yarmouth  and 
C-omer.    Several  of  the  usuai  up  expresses  (inclu- 
d  ng  the  7  a.m.  and  1.17  p.m.  from  Cromer)  will 
not  run  on  Easter  Monday,  but  will  run  instead  on 
Tuesday,  April  14,  on  which  date  restaurant  cars 
will  run  on  the  7  a.m.  from  Cromer  and  the  7.40 
from  Claeton.    On  Tuesday,  April  14,  special  morn- 
ing express  trains  for  Liverpool-street  will  leave 
Felixstowe  Town  at  7.10  a.m.,  Ipswich  7.43  a.m., 
and  Burnham-on-Crouch  at  7.24  a.m.  Restaurant 
cars    are    run    every    week-day    (Bank  Holidays 
excepted)  on  the  trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at 
4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich  .and  Cromer  ;   at  5  p.m.  for 
Yarmouth  ;  and  on  the  up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at 
8  a.m.,  Norwich  at  8.46  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at 
8.20  a.m. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY 
Special  Excursion  Tickets  will  bo  issued  to  Paris 
■ma  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  servi.  e  leaving 
Charing  Gross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  April  8,  10,  and  II 
and  by  the  100  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m.  services  on 
Thursday,  April  9.    They  will  also  be  issued  by  the 
Night  Mail  Service  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9  0  p  m 
and  Cannon-street  at  9.5  p.m.  each  eveniii<r  froiri 
April  8  to  11  inclusive,  via  Dover  and  Calais  Re- 
turning f'om  Paris  at  2.40  p.m.  via  Boulogne,  or 
9.0  p.m.  via  Calais,  any  day  within  fourteen  days 
A  Cheap  Excursion  to  Boulogne  will  leave  Charing 
Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday,  April  11,  returning 
at  12.5  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Easter  Monday.  Cheap 
Return  Tickets,  available  for  eight  day.s,  will  be 
issued  at  Charing  Cross  from  April  8  to  .April  13 
inclusive,  available  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and  2.20  p  m 
services.     Similar  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to 
Calais  by  the  9.0.  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m.  service"  On 
Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  and  Easter  Monday 
Special  Day  Excursions  will  be  run  to  Boulogne 
and  Calais.     Cheap  Tickets  to  Brussels,  by  the 
Calais,  Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes,  will  be  issued 
from  April  8  to  April  13  mclusive,  available  for 
eight  days.     Special    Cheap    Eight-Day  Return 
tickets  to  Amsterdam,  the  Hague,  and  other  Dutch 
towns,  via  Queenboro'  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued 
from  April  8  to  April  13,  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria 
and  Holborn  at  9,25  a.m.  Cheap  Eight-Day  Return 
Tickets  to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from  April  8  to 
April  13  inclusive.    During  the  Holidays  the  Con- 
tinental  Services  will  run   as  usual.     A  Specia 
Express  Train  (Isfc,  2nd,  and  3rd  Class)  will  leave 
Victoria  for  Dover  Pier  at  8.50   p.m.,  calling 
at  Heme  Hill,  on  April   9,  in  connection  with 
the  Calais  and    Ostend    Night    Steamers.  The 
home    arrangements    are    as    follows  •  —  Cheap 
Return  Tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards 
Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Heme 
Bay,  Bachington,  Westgate,  Margate.  Broadstairs 
Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover  Folke- 
stone,   Shorncliffe,   Hythe,    Sandgate,    and  New 
Romney  (Littlestone-on-sea)  will  be  issued  from 
London  by  certain  trains  on  Thursday,  Friday  and 
Saturday,  April  9,  10,  and  11,  available  to  return  on 
Tuesday,  April  14.    Cheap  Day  Excursions  on  Good 
iriday  and  Easter  Monday  will  be  run  from  the 
prmcipal  London  stations  to  Gravesend,  Ashford 
Canterbury,  Deal,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings  Bex- 
hill,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate 
Broadstairs,  Margate,  Hythe.  Sandgate,  Folkestone' 
Dover  etc.    On  Bank  Holiday,  a  Special  Cheap 
Day  Excursion  will  be  run  to  Aldershot,  leavir.^r 
Charing  Cross  at  9.24  am.  and  London  Bridge 
9.30  a.m.    Cheap  Return  Tickets  from  London  to 
the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Bank  Holiday. 
Return  Fare,  including  admission.  Is.  9d.,  Third 
Class.    Full  particulars  of  the  excursions,  extension 
of  time  for  certain  return  tickets,   alterations  in 
train  services,  etc.,  are  given  in  the  Special  Holiday 
Programme  and  Bills. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY 
COMPANY. 

The  Loudon  and  North- Western  Railway  Company 
announce  that  the  ticket  offices  at  Euston,  Broad 
Street,  Kensington,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  and  Willes- 
den  Junction  will  be  open  throughout  the  day  from 
Monday,  April  6,  to  Easter  Monday,  April  13",  inclu- 
sive, so  that  passengers  wishing  "to  obtain  tickets 
can  do  so  at  any  time  of  the  day  prior  to  the  startin" 
of  the  trains.  Tickets,  dated  to  suit  the  coii^ 
venience  of  passengers,  can  also  be  obtained  at 
any  time  (Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays  exc3pted) 
at  the  town  receiving  offices  of  the  company. 
Additional  express  trains  and  excursions  will  be 
run,  and  special  arrangements  made.  Cheap  week- 
end tickets  will  be  issued  on  Thursday,  Good  Friday 
(where  train  service  permits),  and  Saturday,  April 
9.  10,  and  11,  to  Aberystwyth,  Barmouth,  Carlisle, 
Church  Stretton,  Grange,  Lancaster,  Leamington, 
Llandrindod,  Llandudno,  Llanwrtyd,  Llangam- 
march,  Malvern,  Morecambe,  Rhyl,  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  Windermere,  Aberdeen,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Greenock,  Inverness,  Montrose,  Oban,  Perth, 
Stirling,  and  other  places  available  for  the  return 
journey  on  any  day,  except  the  day  of  issue,  up  to 
and  including  Tuesday,  April  14.  Tourist  tickets 
available  for  two  months  are  issued  daily  to  North 
and  Central  Wales,  Cambrian  line  stations,  Black- 
pool, Southport,  Morecambe,  Windermere,  Grange, 
Ulverston,  the  English  Lake  District,  Greenore, 
Portrush,  etc. 


LVRA  PISCATORIA  ;  Oliginal  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  ami 
Fishermen.  By  CoTSWOLD  Isrs,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guule 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  "Those  remarkably  well-written 
^^'■^''J-  ,-*-0^'EJ«TRY  PATMOSE(of  "The  May  Fly  -  in  the  Vol.). 
ihe  «eM  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has  written  some  of  the  sweetest 
angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  .  '  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful 
volume.  The  Amateur  AnyUr  says:  "All  the  poems  are 
retreshing,  many  of  them  superb ;  the  genial  humour,  for 
example  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco'  is  as  good  as  anj-thing  I  remem- 
»  ''o,  the  book  may  be  obtained  from  the  Author,  addressed 
to  (^lark  s  Library,  Dorking,  at  the  reduced  price  of  2s.  W 
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ANGLERS'    HOTELS,    FISHINO    QUARTERS,  &c. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good   Trout    and    Ferox    Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.    Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,   or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from    Glasgow,    Oban,    Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires  :  "  Culag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

Good  Free  Fishing"  in  River 
and  Loch. 

Salmon,  Sea-Trout,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch. 

BOARD-RESIDENCE,  CARTREFLE, 
LOCH  MABEN,  N.B. 

Miss  Rutherfurd  has  taken  out  Licenses 
in  Preserved  Water  for  the  benefit  of  her 
visitors. 

THE  MOURNE,  Co.  TYRONE, 

Best  Spring  Trout  Pishing  in  Ireland, 
on  the  preserved  Hotel  Waters  of  the 
Mourne,   Strule,   Glenelly,   Derg,  &c. 
Season  opens  April  1.    For  terms,  apply 
to  Mrs.  Marshall, 

ABERCORN  HOTEL, 

NEWTOWNSTEWART,  IRELAND. 

THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).    Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4,'>-.  2d.  per  day. 

PROPKrUTOR,  A.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 

READY  APRIL  6. 

OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS  PARADISE   for  Trout  and 
J'erox.  J'ishing  on  Loclis  Sliin,  Oriaii,  Jlerlilanil, 
and  Gorm.    Also  Salmon  ami  Sia  rnrnt.  Fi.shiut;. 
Boats  and  e.xperienced  (Villus.    I'c.stinL;.  <tc. 

1)1  iXCAN  .\1A(;KAY. 
Total  season,  18;),'),  sixt.v  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,20(i  fish,  weighing  i,125  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  tish. 

1  niipu  onsiDiD     UN  Dcn  unTiri 
LUUlin  bUnKlb. — KILbfcU  HUltL. 

Sheltered  by  pine  woods  ;  centrally  situated  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Corrib,  between  Galway, 
Cong,  and  Oughterani.  Every  convenience  ;  free 
fishing ;  no  waste  of  time  or  car  hire  ;  daily 
mail;  gooil  men  and  boats;  steamer  plying 
lietweeii  Galway  and  ('ong  calls  at  lauding  stage 
twice  daily.    Now  is  the  time  for  the  t>ig  pike 
and  trout,  plenty  of  salmon  on  the  run.  Write 
for  inclusive  terms  to  proprietor,  T.  MURPHY, 
Kilbeg,  Headford,  co.  Galway. 

FISHING  IN  WALES. 

BY 

WALTER    M.  GALLICHAN 

("  Geiiffrey  Mortimer"). 

A  thorough  Guide  for  the  Angler. 
Crown  8vo.,  cloth  gilt,    3s.   Gd.  not. 

London : 
H.  E.  ROBINSON  &  CO., 
20,  Great  Russell  Stkeet,  W.C. 

INNSBRUCK. 

The  l<V!ly  Capital  of  Tyrol.   Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.   Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.      Delightful   Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proorietor. 

LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT    FREE  FISHING.— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.   Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  June  and  July,  at  10s.  per 
rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Fishing  Tackle.      Posting.      Route — 
Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Iiairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.     Board  and  lodgings,  with 
hoat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
tisbing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  incluiles  boatmen's  luncheon.     No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.    Ajjply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROR^   CO   MA  Yf) 

IRELAND. 

la  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.    The  lakes  are  only  It  milee 
distant  from  Hotel.   The  owner,  having  his  o  wn 
boats,  can  giVe  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 

Angrlers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,orFARSV1HOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

tor  Fiihinc  the  Soye  and  Ixaak  Walton  OonatiT 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  k  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  "  advU.,  18  tutrit,  ni. ;  8t  w  iftt.  II,.  prepaid. 

Address :  News  Office.  Ashboupne. 

A    HOME    FROM  HOME 

Leenane  is  one  of  the  most  delightful 
places  in  Ireland  for  spending  a  holiday. 
Roads  excellent  for  cycling.  Special 
terms  for  Easter. — Apply,  Mackkown, 

LEENANE  HOTEL, 

Co.  GALWAY. 

Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oug-htepard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43  5''0 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  .Sumnier. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb.  to 
4  lb.  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
12  lb.  and  over.     Very  large  Pike  liave  been 
captured.   The  above  Hotel  has  been  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2,sitting  rooms, 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory. 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate, 
T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 

SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  REBniLT  AND  ENLARGED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  River  and  Loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.      Every    modern  convenience, 
Posting.    TelegTaphic  Address  :  "  Hotel, 
Carsphairn." 

Mbs.  MITCHELL,  Proprietress. 

Established  1837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications.  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.   Every  number  of  "The  Pub- 
lisher's Cikcular  and  Booksellers'  Record" 
(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  'Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the    Publishers'   Circular,  St. 
Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane.  London,  B.C. 

THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  PublUhen, 
Price  88.  6d. 

r.nndon  :  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

FISH  FARMING  FOR  PLEASURE  AND  PROFIT 


Fully  Illustrated  from  Photographs  and  Drawings  by  the  Author.   Neatly  bound  in  cloth,  price  6/-  post  free. 

A    FEW    PRESS  OPINIONS. 


The  I  Shooting  Times  says:  "The  information  given  and  every  item  of 
instruction  is  practical.  .  .  .  '  Fish  Farming '  stands  alone ;  it  is  the  only  work 
that  gives  practical  advice  on  how  to  harbour  a  water  supply  and  actually  revive 
fishing  in  streams  that  have  deteriorated,  or  create  a  fishery  where  no  fishing 
previously  existed.  .  .  .  His  words  are  truly  the  words  of  truth  and  wisdom.  .  .  . 
The  author  has  gone  very  fully  into  the  matter,  explaining  everything  necessary 
for  successful  fish  farming.  .  .  .  The  instructions  given  by  'Practical'  are  so 
concise.  .  .  .  The  perusal  and  study  of  '  Fish  Farming '  should  almost  create  a 
new  industry,  or,  at  all  events,  give  a  fresh  start  to  one  that  is  very  much 
neglected.  .  .  .  We  highly  commend  the  volume  to  every  landed  proprietor  and 
sportsman  who  has  the  welfare  of  his  country  at  heart." 

The  Fishing  Gazette,  says  :  "  If  it  were  merely  for  the  illustrations  from  the 
author's  own  photographs,  this  brightly-written  and  attractive  little  work  would 
be  well  worth  its  price,  as  they  may  very  fairly  be  said  to  cover  the  whole  subject, 
and  being  admirably  printed,  they  do  just  what  they  are  intended  to  do.  .  .  .  We 
hope  that  this  little  work  will  be  widely  read  and  studied  by  all  interested  in  fish 
farming,  whether  for  pleasure  or  profit.  Even  the  professional  pisciculturists 
will  find  valuable  hints  in  it." 

Land  and  Water  says  :  The  management  of  water  and  artificial  redds  is 
perhaps  more  fully  treated  in  '  Fish  Farming'  than  has  been  the  case  in  any  book 
on  fish-culture  published  hitherto.  .  .  .  The  advice  is  most  excellent.  .  .  .  There 
are  hundreds  of  small  streams  in  different  parts  of  the  country  where  theschemes 
he  suggests  would  meet  with  success.  .  .  .  The  book  will  prove  useful  to  those 
who  wish  to  improve  existing  matters,  or  to  stock  waters  with  Salmonidie." 

The  Field  says :  "  This  excellent  little  work  ...  is  full  of  information  and 
advice.  ...  It  should  certainly  be  in  the  hands  of  not  only  everyone  proposing 
fish-culture,  but  every  owner  of  a  trout  or  salmon  fishery." 


The  Leeds  MERCUB'ir  says  :  "  There  are  many  works  on  fish-culture  ;  but  few 
that  can  equal  this  latest  addition  to  the  list.  .  .  .  The  writer  understands  his 
subject  thoroughly.  ...  It  is  beautifully  and  copiously  illustrated  with  repro- 
ductions of  photographs  and  drawings." 

The  People  says  ;  "  It  is  without  question  a  practical  work." 

The  County  Gentleman  says :  "  Full  of  really  useful  information  about  trout 
stocking  and  preservation.  ...  I  heartily  agree  with  the  author  that  there  are 
very  many  odds  and  ends  of  water  throughout  England  which  might  well  be 
turned  into  trout  fisheries;  and  I  cannot  imagine  anything  much  more  interesting 
in  its  way  than  the  work  of  making  such  a  fishery." 

The  Sporting  Times  says :  I  have  little  doubt  whatever  that  this  book,  which 
is  beautifully  illustrated  by  clear  photographs,  will  be  widely  read.  That  it  will 
lead  to  the  introduction  of  fish  farming  on  many  estates  I  am  fully  assured,  and 
its  value  to  the  managers  of  angling  clubs  and  conservators  of  rivers  is  unques- 
tionable. .  .  .  The  author's  style  is  lucid,  his  advice  sound.  It  has  the  great 
advantage  of  being  the  result  of  long  experience.  ...  It  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  the  writer  is  prepared  to  give  his  practical  help  to  anyone  wishing  to  start 
a  fishery." 

The  Yorkshire  Post  says;  "A  valuable  work.  .  .  .  The  author  is  a  well- 
known  angler  and  acknowledged  expert  on  all  fresh-water  fishing  matters.  .  .  . 
The  value  of  '  Fish  Farming '  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  its  author, 
while  ranking  with  our  most  competent  critics,  has  no  personal  interest  in  any 
particular  commercial  hatchery.  ...  In  the  chapter  dealing  with  the  rearing  of 
fry  and  yearlings,  '  Practical '  gives  sound  advice  "syhich  cannot  be  too  strongly 
impressed  upon  the  amateur  fish  breeder.  .  .  .  '  Fish  Farming  '  should  be  on  the 
book-shelf,  when  it  is  not  in  the  hand  or  the  pocket,  of  every  fish  breeder,  pro- 
fessional or  amateur." 
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Xetters  to  tbe  Ebitor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ouradvea  rwponaibie  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 

ADVANTAGES   CANADA   OFFERS  TO 

EMIGRANTS. 
Office  of  the  High  Commissioner  for  Canada, 
17,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W. 
The  Editor,  The  Fishing  Gazette. 

My  dear  Sir, — About  a  year  ago  I  ventured  to 
address  you  a  letter  having  reference  to  the  question 
of  emigration  to  Canada,  with  the  view  of  enlisting 
j  our  sympathies  Ln  the  settlement  of  the  vast  fertile 
lands  of  the  Dominion  with  people  of  British  origin. 

In  the  interval  the  particular  portion  of  the 
Dominion  to  which  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
the  United  Kingdom  is  now  being  specially  directed 
has  made  exceptional  progress,  upwards  of  , eighty 
thousand  persons  having  a^'i'ived  from  other 
countries,  and  established  new  homes  in  the 
Canadian  North- West. 

In  this  connection  it  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to 
know  that  the  movement  from  the  United  Kingdom 
has  shown  a  considerable  expansion.  Permit  me, 
however,  to  say  that  while  this  is  the  case,  yet  I  am 
not  at  all  satisfied — a  feeling  which  the  Canadian 
Government  shares — that  the  number  of  British 
immigrants  is  as  large  as  the  conditions  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country  and  the  opportunities  that  are 
offered  to  settlers  would  fairly  entitle  vis  to  expect. 
While  not  desiring  to  take  up  your  time  by  a  lengthy 
statement,  I  trust  that  yom-  sympathy  and  influence 
may  again  be  exerted  in  so  far  as  you  may  feel 
justified  in  doing  so  (in  regard  to  any  persons  who 
may  contemplate  emigration  and  may  confer  with 
you  on  the  subject)  in  making  better  understood 
and  appreciated  the  advantages  of  Canada's 
greatest  and  nearest  possession. 

The  results  of  the  harvest  in  Manitoba  and  the 
■  North- West  Territories  for  the  year  1902,  since  I 
had  the  pleasure,  of  communicating  with  you,  have 
fully  justified  everything  that  has  been  said  in 
favour  of  Canada  as  a  field  for  the  settlement  of 
people  from  the  British  Isles. 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  writing  to  again  sum- 
marise a  number  of  the  advantages  which,  amongst 
others,  Canada  offers  : — 

1.  A  free  grant  by  the  Government  of  160  acres  of 
land  to  every  male  settler  of  eighteen  years  and  over. 

2.  A  healthy  climate. 

3.  A  coimtry  where  law  and  order  are  most 
strictly  observed  and  enforced. 

4.  A  system  of  education  and  educational  insti- 
tutions equal  to  those  of  any  other  country. 

5.  Churches  of  various  denominations,  which  are 
established,  even  in  new  districts,  as  rapidly  as  the 
country  settles. 

6.  Excellent  transportation  facilities  for  carrying 
to  market  the  products  of  the  farm. 

7.  Good  local  markets,  and  fair  prices  for 
products. 

8.  The  fullest  recognition  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty. 

To  those  who  have  an  aptitude  or  liking  for 
agricultural  pursuits,  who  are  willing  to  work,  and 
to  exercise  reasonable  economy,  especially  during 
the  first  few  years,  farming  is  undoubtedly  more  to 
be  relied  upon  as  an  industry  in  Canada  than  in 
any  other  country  in  the  world. 

In  addition  to  the  other  advantages  offered  to 
settlers  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the  fact  must 
also  appeal  to  them  that  Canada  is  British  Territory, 
and  that  those  who  make  their  homes  in  the 
Dominion  maintain  their  birthright,  their  allegiance, 
and  their  flag,  and  remain  British,  subjects  in  every 
sense  of  the  term. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  the  Canadian 
Government  feels  that  it  can,  in  view  of  all  the 
circumstances,  appeal  with  confidence  to  the 
emigrating  population  of  Great  Britain — there  are 
something  like  100,000  leaving  the  United  Kingdom 
annually — and  ask  them  to  remember  the  induce- 
ments which  Canada  offers  to  them — superior 
perhaps  from  many  points  of  view  to  those  in  any 
of  the  new  countries  to  which  emigration  is  now 
being  invited. 

I  therefore  beg  to  suggest  that  your  influence 
may  be  used  on  behalf  of  Canada,  whose  doors  are 
open  to  the  people  of  the  Mother  Country.  British 
settlers  may,  if  properly  advised  and  directed,  have 
a  share  in  providing  themselves  and  their  families 
with  happy  and  comfortable  homes,  and  profitable 
employment,  and  in  building  up  the  British  Empire, 
of  which  the  Dominion  is  proud  to  form  a  part. — 
Believe  me.  Yours  faithfully,  Strathcona, 

High  Commissioner  for  Canada. 

[I  have  pleasure  in  publishing  Lord  Strathcona's 
letter,  as  I  have  a  great  belief  in  the  [future  of 
Canada  ;  but  why  does  his  lordship  say  nothing 
about  the  1^ splendid  fishing  and  shooting  which 
Canada  offers  ? — Ed.] 


REMARKS  ON  ITEMS  IN  THE  FISHING 
GAZETTE  FOR  MARCH  28. 

Dear  Sir, — Salmon  in  Loch  Oich  (page  210). — 
Of  course  "  Badminton  "  is  utterly  wrong,  and  your 
correspondent  right.  Anecdote  :  "  There  once  was 
a  shepherd's  dog  which  was  never  known  to  say 
'  Oich,'  but  always  swallowed  all  he  got  !  " 

Woryning  for  Sea-trout  and  Salmon. — I  cannot 
(never  did,  except  when  a  "  wee  laddie  ")  look  upon 
this  as  sportsmanlike  angling.  It  may  be  difficult 
at  times  to  do  it  ^ell,  but  there  are  plenty  of  other 
devices  which  are  not  easy  to  use,  except  by  the 
initiated,  which  are  scarcely  less  destructive,  or 
less  wholesale  in  slaughter.  It  is  unwise  to  en- 
courage the  custom  in  any  way  {vide  page  210). 

Angling  Associations  (page  218). — Moral — do  not 
join  any  angling  associations  which  give  prizes  to 
those  who  kill  the  largest  baskets  of  fish.  (Oh, 
Shade  of  Walton  !) 

Newfoundland. — Season  from  Sept.  15  to  Jan.  15. 
Is  this  correct  ?  What  was  the  fine  fish  which 
weighed  5|lb.  and  measured  28in.  long,  and  which 
you  justly,  I  believe,  designate  as  anything  but  a 
beauty  ? 

Finnock  in  the  Tidals. — Do  you  ever  get  any  of 
these  sent  up  for  your  delectation  ?  Please  do. 
But  don't  cook  them  in  Madeira  or  ham  fat  or  pork. 
Recipe  :  Plain  boil  in  salt  water,  having  soused  first 
in  vinegar  ;  don't  touch  them  with  cold  or  frash 
water.  Eat  cold.  Or  another  plan — cut  in  steaks, 
if  large  enough,  and  roast  till  the  steaks  "  bizz  on 
the  tengs  "  (that  is,  frizzle  on  the  toasting  fork). 
Then  you  will  solve  the  truth  about  clean-run  fish 
and  "  weel  mendit  kelts."  The  latter  will  not 
"  bizz  on  the  tengs." 

Food  of  Salmon. — Salmon's  grace  after  meals  : 
"  Thank  the  Lord  we've  had  enough  !  "  What  are 
"  green  geese,"  or  who  ?  (page  225). 

Lough  Cidlen  Bull-trout. — Kelt,  I  guess  ? 

Moonlight. — If  pike  can  see  small  fry  above  them 
in  moonlight  (can  they  ?),  how  is  it  so  difficult  to 
see  wild  ducks  at  flight  on  moonlight  nights  ?  Ah, 
dear  !  That  is  a  puzzle  now,  isn't  it  ?  I  don't 
"  myself  see  how  pike  can  see  "  against  a  black  and 
starlit  and  moonlit  sky.  But  it  is  well  known,  I 
think,  that  on  dark  nights,  if  cloudy,  charr  and 
trout  take  a  black  fly  cast  from  a  boat — say,  on 
Loch  Earn  (Perthshire) — when  the  angler  cannot 
see  his  line.  But  they  don't  take  on  moonlit  or 
starlit  nights  ! — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Harvie  Brown. 

[Unquestionably  flsli  do  feed  on  moonlight  nights. 
— Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  LAKE  VYRNWY— A 
CORRECTION. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  kindly  spare  me  a  comer  to 
reply  to  Judge  Fox's  letter  re  the  fishing  in  Lake 
Vyrnwy.  I  have  been  carefully  through  the  record 
in  the  hotel  register  and  find  that  Judge  Fox  is 
perfectly  correct  in  saying  that  he  killed  three 
hundred  and  forty  trout  last  season.  I  express  my 
great  regret  for  the  unaccountable  mistake  I  made. 
Judge  Fox  made  his  splendid  baskets  rather  late  in 
the  season,  and  that  makes  his  record  all  the  more 
wonderful.  Of  course  his  is  the  record  catch  up  to 
date.  I  hope  some  day  he  will  try  and  beat  it. — 
Yours  truly.  Long  Drift. 


THE  UGIE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  not  surprised  to  read  Mr.  A. 
Murray's  criticism  of  the  letter  published  in  your 
issue  of  March  21  concerning  the  River  Ugie,  for 
certainly  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble  has  gone  far 
towards  giving  strangers  a  mistaken  idea  of  the 
character  of  the  river.  That  the  Ugie  is  a  good  all 
round  river  is  amply  confirmed  by  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  patronised,  and  it  is  most  unfortunate 
Mr.  Grimble  had  such  poor  sport  when  staying  at 
Pitfour,  for  had  his  experience  on  the  river  been 
longer  I  am  sure  he  would  have  written  in  a 
different  strain.  This  is  only  my  second  season  as 
lessee,  and  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  produce  any  "  fish 
book  "  record  of  previous  years,  as  none  seems  to  have 
been  systematically _kept,  but  from  Colonel  Ferguson, 
the  proprietor,  I  got  the  catch  for  four  years.  1887- 
1900,  of  the  waters  which  I  now  lease;  for  those 
years  an  average  of  fifty  salmon  and  grilse  and 
2067  sea-trout  and  finnocks  were  taken.  Last  year, 
as  is  well  known,  was  a  most  disastrous  one  for 
Scotch  salmon  rivers,  and  the  Ugie,  flowing  through 
a  flat  country,  had  to  get  along  with  much  less  of  a 
rainfall  than  its  neighbours.  Only  about  600  sea- 
trout  and  finnock  were  taken  and  ten  salmon,  the 
smallest  catch  any  of  the  local  anglers  have  known. 
As  to  the  "  queer  fly  "  A.  G.  writes  of,  I  never  heard 
of  it,  nor  have  I  met  anyone  in  the  neighbourhood 
who  has,  and  although  the  head  keeper  at  Pitfour 
has  been  successful  with  it,  it  can  hardly  be  called 
"  the  favourite  local  fly."  The  old  stand-bys,  Jock 
Scott,  Durham  Ranger,  Thunder  and  Lightning,  and 


Silver  Doctor,  are  more  ia  request  than  any  others. 
Whether  it  is  "  worth  the  Sasaenach's  while  "  or  not, 
I  am  expecting  a  couple  of  them  up  from  London 
next  week,  and  several  others  who  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  coming  to  the  Ugie  for  years  will  be  back 
when  "  the  big  fish  run."  Augustus  Grimble  is  still 
a  little  off  in  the  topography  of  the  country,  the 
bridge  to  which  he  refers  is  a  good  mile  by  the 
banks  of  the  river  "above,"  not  "below,"  the 
junction  of  the  North  and  South  Ugie;  but,  as  he 
says,  the  "  description  is  not  one  to  carp  at,"  only, 
like  Byron,  "  I  like  to  be  particular." — Yours  truly, 

John  W.  Forbes. 


FLY  FISHING  FOR  THAMES  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,— Oould  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
oblige  me  by  naming  a  likely  spot  on  the  mid- 
Thames  above  Staines  where  the  fishing  ii  open  to 
the  public,  and  where  there  i^  a  reasonable  chance 
of  capturing  trout  with  the  fly. 

I  should  also  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  would  name 
a  few  likely  flies  for  Easter,  giving  the  size  of  hook 
on  which  they  should  be  mounted. 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  sincerely, 

F.  L. 

[The  best  places  are  the  weirs,  and  most  of  them 
can  be  fished  from  a  boat  or  from  the  banks.  A 
hcence  costing  IOj.  6J.  is  necessary  to  fish  from  the 
weirs  themselves.  Thames  trout  must  not  be 
retained  under  ICin  ,  and  for  fish  over  that  size 
ordinary  trout  flies  are  of  very  httle  use  in  the 
Thames,  as  the  trout  feed  chiefly  on  young  bleak 
and  other  fish.  In  twenty  years  I  have  not  heard 
of  twenty  Thames  trout  over  21b.  being  taken  with 
ordinary  trout  flies.  Occasionally  one  hears  of  a 
fish  being  taken  on  an  Alexandra  or  small  Silver 
Doctor,  or  otlier  salmon  fly.  If  Mr.  Sanior's 
suggestion  was  carried  out,  I  believe  in  a  year  or 
two  fly-fishing  for  trout  would  be  most  popular. — 


FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY 
Dear  Sir, — To  the  increasing  number  of  English 
anglers  who  spend  their  Easter  holidays  fishing  in 
the  wilds  of  Anglesey,  a  word  respecting  the  pro- 
spects of  sport  may  be  timely  and  interesting. 
Not  since  1877  has  there  been  such  a  succession  of 
floods  as  this  spring,  and  in  my  thirty  years'  ex- 
perience that  year  looms  out  pre-eminently  the  best, 
both  as  regards  the  sport  and  quality  of  the  fish. 
The  bane  of  spring  fishing  has  almost  annually  been 
a  persistent  cold  east  wind  with  its  accompanying 
glaring  sun  ;  hitherto,  the  wind,  though  boisterous 
enough  in  all  conscience,  has  veered  from  south  to 
west,  and  vice  vend  ;  so  that  reasoning  by  analogy, 
this  year  should  show  a  repetition  of  the' fine  sport 
of  1877.  Anglers  will  please  bear  in  mind  that  I 
am  not  interested  in  an  exodus  of  visitors,  but 
rather  the  reverse.  I  have  no  apartments  to  let 
and  no  desire  to  recommend  one  place  more  than 
another.  This  is  simply  a  bond  /jc/e  expression  of 
opinion  of  facts  from  one  angler  to  his  unknowTi 
brethren  of  the  rod. 

From  reports  reaching  me  the  river  Alaw  and 
the  private  lakes  connected  with  the  Valley  Hotel 
are  fishing  well  ;  the  Cefni  and  especially  Frogwy 
lake  high  up  in  its  coiu'se  are  also  showing  good 
sport  with  the  fly. 

I  am  glad  to  note  that  Mr.  BiOinge,  of  the  Merrick 
Arms  Hotel,  Bodorgan,  and  Mr.  Cottrell,  of  the 
Maelog  Lake  Hotel,  are  advertising  their  lakes  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  These  are  essentially  early 
lakes,  and  should  do  well  for  the  next  two  months 
in  the  day,  after  which  evening  fishing  is  all  that  is 
worth  attempting  with  the  fly.  There  are  not 
many  living  who  have  fished  these  lakes  so  much 
as  the  writer,  and  in  the  month  of  April,  in  which 
Easter  falls,  I  would  recommend  a  cast  made  up  of 
an  Alder,  Soldier  Palmar,  and  Black  Palmer. 
Anglers  who  contemplate  fishing  the  Cefni  should 
procure  a  licence  from  Mr.  Prytherch,  chemist, 
Llangefni,  five  shillings  a  year  and  one  shilling  a 
day. — Yours  truly,  W.  H. 

Gaerwen,  Anglesey. 

SPAWNING  TIME  OF  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  possible  that  my  note  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  21  may  mislead  some  of 
your  readers  into  thinking  that  the  mature  rainbow 
spawns  from  December  to  July,  but  it  isn't  so. 
Mr.  Valentine  Corrie  reminds  me  that  some  of  the 
rainbows  which  were  put  into  the  Meon  in  March, 
1901,  were  rising  two-year-olds,  and  that  "  the 
spawning  time  of  such  immature  fish,  dm-ing  that 
same  year,  would  naturally  be  quite  three  months 
later  than  that  of  mature  trout."  He  also  adds, 
"Some  of  the  rainbows  you  put  into  the  Meon  in 
1901  have  this  year  been  captured,  and  yearling 
rainbows  have  been  seen  there  also.  As  far  as 
I  know  this  is  the  only  case  where  rainbows  have 
remained  so  long  a  time  in  an  unfenced  English 
stream."    This  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie  attributes  to 
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these  rainbows  being  "  raised  from  wild  parent  fish 
unaccustomed  to  hand  feeding,  and  this  may  partly 
account  for  their  being  better  able  to  fend  for  them- 
selves." 

"  It  may  interest  you  to  learn  that  the  experiment 
will  be  continued  and  that  some  more  rainbows 
will  be  placed  in  the  stream  very  shortly.  We 
caught  the  rainbows  in  the  Meon  as  a  rule  in  strong 
running  comparatively  deep  water,  not  on  the 
shallows,  and  also  in  a  certain  pool  above  a  fork  of 
the  stream  where  the  water  was  fairly  slow. — Yours 
truly,  T.  Wentwokth  Falconer. 


THE  "  BADEN-POWELL  "  ROD. 

Dear  Makston, — As  to  the  sea-ti-out  rod  you 
described  and  gave  a  drawing  of  on  March  7, 
perhaps  it  wore  well  I  should  say  a  word  thereon  as 
to  the  slinging.  The  drawing  is,  I  presume,  fur- 
nished by  the  maker  of  the  rod,  but  the  slinging 
there  shown  is  not  my  mode.  The  rod  I  designed  as 
part  of  a  complete  kit  for  trout-fishing  to  be  carried 
when  salmon-fishing,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  either 
fish  ;  and  since  its  first  production  I  have  used  the 
kit  in  dry-fly  fishing,  and  found  it  most  handy. 

I  use  two  modes  of  slinging — one  without  the 
bag,  as  when  wading  for  salmon,  and  only  needing 
the  gaff  and  handle  ;  or  at  dry-fly  work  on  the  bank, 
only  needing  the  net.  The  other  when  wading  for 
trout,  and  needing  the  bag  to  save  going  ashore  at 
each  kill.  In  the  first  case  there  is  a  toggle  spliced 
into  small  rope,  which  is  spliced  round  the  upper  end 
of  the  handle,  which  holds  the  trout  rod,  all  except 
|5utt,  when  not  in  use  for  tixnit.  On  the  waistcoat, 
at  the  front  edge  of  left  arm-hole,  is  stitched  a 
leather  tab  with  a  long  button-hole  in  it.  The 
toggle  on  the  staff  is  buttoned  into  this  tab,  and  the 


staff  hangs  up  and  down.  knuckle  joint  takes 
either  gaff  or  net  hanging  down  till  wanted.  {See 
Fig  A).  The  point  of  the  gaff  is  slipped  under  a 
leather  ferrule,  which  is  kept  in  place  by  a  rubber 
ring  round  the  staff'.  The  coat  flap  covers  all, 
leaving  the  arm  free  for  casting  ;  and  the  left  hand 
can  ixncover  gaff,  knuckle  it,  and  untoggle  it  in  a 
moment.  The  same  with  net  for  work  on  the  bank  ; 
the  staff  in  this  way  trails  easily  over  bushes,  stones, 
long  grass,  or  when  kneeling  or  crawling  to  trout. 
This  mode  I  have  used  for  years. 

The  second  mode  is  for  walking  to  or  from  river, 
and  for  use  when  wading  for  trout  or  sea-trout,  and 
needing  the  bag  to  be  with  one  to  put  fish  in. 
Having  tried  nearly  every  kind  of  bag  and  mode  of 
slinging  without  satisfaction,  I  turned  to  and 
designed  a  complete  kit  with  fish  bag,  tackle-bag, 
rod,  and  net-carriers  all  in  one.  It  is  a  bag  for 
carrying  the  complete  trout  outfit  of  rod,  landing 
handle,  butt,  net,  reel,  fly-book,  fish-bag,  mackin- 
tosh ;  and,  when  wanted,  also  salmon  reel,  gaff,  and 
fly-box.  But  description  of  this  kit  bag  would  here 
be  too  long  ;  all  I  need  say  is  that  the  landing 
handle,  whether  used  with  net  or  gaff,  is  carried  in 
a  bamboo  tube  (see  Fig.  B),  slung  at  an  angle  for 
carrying  across  one's  back.  The  sling  is  so  ar- 
ranged that  the  left  hand  can  pull  the  head  part  of 
bag  round  luider  the  left  arm  where  the  gaff  or  net 
can  in  a  moment  be  drawn  out,  and  the  knuckle- 
joint  jerked  into  action  position. 

In  ordinary  wading,  such  as  for  trout  or  sea- 
trout,  where  a  bag  is  wanted  on  one  to  save  time  of 
coming  ashore,  this  mode  of  slinging  carries  the 
handle  clear  of  the  water,  and  it  is  the  most  con- 
venient mode  of  carrying  when  walking  to  or  from 
the  river.    The  bag  and  handle  are  carried  across 


one's  back  when  casting  with  a  two-handed  rod, 
but  can  be  carried  at  side  under  left  arm  when  one 
is  casting  single-handed,  as  shown  in  the  sketch. 
For  finishing  a  trout  when  netted  the  modus  operandi 
is  this: — The  rod  butt,  and  reel,  is  dropped  perpen- 
dicularly inside  the  sling  and  arm  at  (1)  Fig.  B, 
into  the  left  side  pocket  of  the  coat,  and  there  it 
stands.  The  net  handle  is  then  housed  into  the 
bamboo  tube  ;  the  hands  are  free  to  knock  the  fish 
on  t!ie  head,  unhook,  bag  the  fish,  unknuckle  the 
net,  and  go  on  fishing. 

The  slings  at  present  made  are  adjustable  for 
length  by  having  strap  and  buckle  fittings,  but  once 
the  man's  own  length  of  convenience  is  found  plain 
straps  would  do,  and  be  neater  tfian  buckles.  The 
connection  with  the  bag  is  by  snap-hooks  :  the 
cross  strap  (2)  is  most  important  ;  it  holds  the  cant 
or  angle  correct  for  the  staff-holder.  The  left  arm  is 
simply  sketched  in  line  to  show  the  sling,  which  is 
under  it.  I  have  tried  rings  and  leather  leads  out- 
side bags,  but  found  ail  wrong  ;  they  need  two 
hands  to  house  the  net-handle,  whereas  the  bamboo 
tube  takes  it  without  fail. 

I  have  just  been  trying  this  rod  on  some  rainbow 
trout  in  a  small  lake,  using  a  small  additional  butt  of 
lOin.  length  screwed  on  in  place  of  the  spear  and 
cap,  and  of  about  the  weight  of  the  spear  and  cap, 
to  make  a  two-handed  rod  for  the  heavier  natures  of 
ti'out  and  sea-trout  fishing.  This  I  tested  in  con- 
nection with  the  deep-flanged  "Aerial"  4in.  reel, 
with  the  line  guard  I  had  suggested  to  the  makers — 
Messrs.  Allcock.  The  action  was  beautiful,  and 
with  free  wheel  I  could  shoot  a  lot  of  the  heavy 
tapered  line,  checking  the  run  with  lower  side  of 
right  hand,  then  slipping  on  the  reel  check  with  left. 
In  a  moment  one  can  unscrew  the  little  butt,  and 


return  to  a  single-hand  rod  ;  in  short,  so  fitted,  you 
can  go  along  a  river  with  a  tool  suitable  to  all 
changes  of  size  of  water  or  strengths  of  wind. 

I  made  some  tests  of  winding  in  forty  yards  on  to 
reel  off  a  winder  on  a  table.  The  old  pattern  reel 
with  iin.  barrel  took  an  average  of  Imin.  553ec.  to 
wind  40  yards  ;  the  Sin.  contracted  dry-fly  reel, 
with  about  IJin.  barrel,  took  59sec.  average. 
The  "Aerial,"  with  2-|in.  barrel,  averaged  33sec.  for 
the  40  yards  wind.  This  is  a  most  important  item 
when  fishing  a  long  cast  up  stream  in  dry-fly  work, 
and  the  trout  makes  right  down  stream,  practically 
under  one's  feet,  on  being  hooked  ;  the  chances  of 
slack  line  in  the  water  and  intercepting  weed 
patches  are  heavy  odds  against  the  little  midge-fly 
holding;   the  "Aerial"  minimises  that  danger. 

A  last  point  which  may  interest  trout  preservers. 
I  was  only  testing  the  rainbows  ;  I  killed  tlu'ee  to 
open  and  examine  them,  the  others  were  all 
returned.  These  fish  were  ponded  two  years  ago, 
come  May,  as  two  years  old  ;  they  were  all  in  good- 
looking  condition,  except  rather  dark  on  the  belly  ; 
they  were  bright  scarlet  in  the  gills,  and  wild 
fighters.  The  three  cut  open  revealed  a  full  fit-out 
of  bright  red  roe  ;  they  were  brilliantly  red  in  lines, 
and  firm  as  steel.  They  were  rising  to  and  feeding 
on  a  minute  black  fly,  but  would  not  look  at  small 
black  artificials  ;  they  were  all  taken  on  a  small 
gold  Wickham,  placed  dry  in  the  circles  of  a  rise. 
— Yours  truly,  W.  Baden-Powell. 

GRANNOM  EGGS. 
Dear,    Sir, — As   you  are  aware  there  are  no 
grannom  flies  in  Ireland,  could  they  or  their  eggs  be 
procured  and  sent  over  ?    Perhaps  some  sporting 
reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  asaist  a  good 


work.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Alder,  which  I 
have  never  seen  on  any  Irish  river. — Yours  truly. 

Mallard. 

[The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere,  Surrey, 
will,  I  believe,  supply  grannom  if  ordered  in  time, 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  transplant  the  fly. 
but  not  with  success  s)  far  as  I  know,  and  it  would 
be  far  more  difficult  with  the  Alder  probably. — Ed  ] 


WANTED— A  PARODY  ON  THE  "IVY  GREEN." 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  exceedingly  glad  if  one  of 
your  musical  readers  could  furnish  me  with  the 
words  (or  tell  me  where  I  could  procure  them)  of  a 
parody  on  "The  Ivy  Green"  called  "The  Lively 
Flea." — Yours  truly,  Minstrel. 

ANOTHER  LANDING-NET  SLING. 
Dear  Sir, — The  sling  invented  by  Mr.  W.  B. 
White,  of  Territet,  is  constructed  thus  : — A  strap 
rather,  more  than  |in.  wide,  with  buckle,  passes 
obliquely  round  one's  body  over  the  right  shoulder 
to  near  the  left  hip.  At  the  back,  near  the  shoulder- 
blades,  a  wooden  2Jin.  curtain-ring  is  attached 
loosely  by  a  leather  keeper  to  the  strap.  A  similar 
ring  is  fastened  to  the  landing-net  handle  near  the 
screw  socket.  At  a  convenient  place  in  front  of  the 
left  hip  the  strap  is  double,  a  piece  of  several 
inches  being  secured  by  one  end  to  the  outer  side, 
while  the  other  has  a  button-hole  which  buttons  on 
to  a  stud  passing  through  the  sling  at  that  place. 
To  disjaose  of  the  net  in  position  ready  for  use  the 


handle  is  passed  through  the  upper  ring  beliind  the 
shoulder  and  brought  under  the  left  arm ;  the  free  part 
of  the  double  portion  of  the  sling  is  passed  through 
the  ring  on  the  net-handle  and  secured  by  the 
stud.  The  net  now  hangs  rather  towards  one's  left 
side  in  front  of  the  bag  or  creel,  if  this  be  carried  on 
that  side.  A  movement  of  the  left  hand  grasps  the 
net-handle,  and  unbuttons  the  double  part  of  the 
strap,  which,  slipping  through  the  ring  it  held, 
releases  the  net  entirely  and  instantaneously,  the 
sling  remaining  round  one's  body.  A  net  carried 
in  this  way  is  generally  out  of  reach  of  one's  flies, 
and  being  visible  can  be  kept  clear  of  bushee, 
while  it  can  be  released  or  returned  directly.  i 

If  one  is  partial  to  a  particular  fishing- jacket, 
the  same  fixtures  could  be  easily  attached  to  it  in 
the  proper  positions. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan.  ■ 

ON  DRESSING  LINES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  21, 
page  192,  the  receipt  is  given  by  Mr.  G.  M. 
of  "  Marsol,"  "  which  can  be  got  at  any 
chemist's."  I  have  applied,  with  the  Fishing  Gazette 
in  my  hand,  to  several  of  the  Cambridge  chemists. 
Their  reply  was  they  do  not  know  the  name  of 
"  Marfol,"  neither  can  they  find  out  what  it  is.  I 
should  like  to  have  some  here  to  try  it  for  an 
experiment.  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything 
better  than  deer  fat. — Yours  truly, 

Beche-road,  Cambridge.        John  O.  George. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Poaching  in  the  Suffolk  Stouk. 
It  is  evident  from  the  report  of  the  recent  whole- 
sale poaching  case  that  the  Ipswich  magistrates 
and  police  are  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  for 
putting  down  the  poaching  which  has  been  going 
on  in  the  district,  near  Nayland.  Mr.  A.  Town- 
shend  Cobbold,  the  hon.  clerk  to  the  Suffolk  and 
Essex  Fishery  Board,  is  a  keen  sportsman  as  well 
as  a  conservator,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  police 
will  be  supported  in  their  endeavours  to  prevent 
all  kinds  of  illegal  fishing.  I  only  wish  the  same 
could  be  said  for  some  other  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  In  Ireland  the  administration  of  the 
law  against  poaching  is  in  many  districts  a  pure 
farce :  the  magistrates  solemnly  sit  on  their  cases, 
and  if  they  must  convict,  they  privately  apply  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  to  remit  the  punishment. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITORj 

Important  New  Work  on  Wet-Fly  Fishing. 
I  AM  glad  to  be  able  to  give  fly  fishers,  and 
especially  wet-fly  fishers,  whose  name  is  legion  as 
compared  with  those  who  fish  dry-fly  only,  a  few 
particulars  about  what  I  am  sure  will  prove  to  be 
a  most  important  and  valuable  little  work.  It  is 
by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  and  is  entitled  "Wet-Fly 
Fishing— Methodically  Considered,"  and  will  be 
pubUshed  in  May  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co. 

Mr.  Tod's  aim  in  writing  this  work  on  wet-fly 
fishing  is  not  to  challenge  comparison  with  the 
sister  art  of  dry-fly  fishing,  but  to  show  that  the 
much  older  and  more  general  style  of  fly  fishing— 
the  only  style  known  until  the  last  thirty  years  or 
80— is  quite  as  much  of  an  art,  and,  in  its  own 
way,  quite  as  scientific.     I  know  no  one  living 
who  is  a  better   master  of  the  wet-fly  style 
of   fishing    than   Mr.   Tod,   and    I   feel  quite 
certain    that    Mr.    Tod's    work,    the  outcome 
of  his  great  experience,  will  be  warmly  welcomed 
by  fly  fishers.    For  more  than  twenty  years  his 
name  has  been  familiar  to  anglers  as  one  of  our 
most  esteemed  correspondents  and  contributors. 
I  wish  him  many  another  101b.  to  201b.  basket  of 
trout  on  his  favourite  fly,  Greenwell's  Glory,  or 
that  capital  fly  which  bears  his  own  name  'the 
Tod  Fly.    OnAprillO,  1886,  the  Fishing  Gazette 
published  the  names  of  the  winners  of  the  prizes 
I  had  offered  for  the  best  essays  on  various  anglin<T 
subjects.    The  judges  gave  three  essays  on  fishing 
■With  the  wet-fly  as  being  equally  worthy  of  the 
first  pnze.    Heading  the  published  list  was  the 
name  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  then  of  Brighton.  Mr 
Tod's  contributions  to  the  F.  O.  have  frequently 
been  reproduced  in  American  sporting  papers.  In 
addition  to  a  portrait  of  the  author,  there  will  be 
five  full-page  illustrations,  specially  drawn  for  this 
work,  of  typical  fishing  scenes,  and  some  illustrations 
of  Mr.  Tod's  inventions. 

As  I  hold  strongly  that  a  fly  fisher  should  be 
equally  at  home  in  the  wet  or  dry  style,  I  look 
forward  to  reading  "Wet-Fly  Fishing '2  with  great 
interest  and  advantage  to  my  practical  knowledge  of 
the  Bubjectj 


The  Recent  Casting  Tournament  in 
New  York. 

The  casting  tournament  held  in  Madison  Square 
Garden,  New  York,  from  Feb.  21  to  March  7,  was 
not  a  very  epoch-making  or  record-breaking  affair, 
and  as  the  contests  take  place  in  a  building  under  a 
roof  the  results  cannot  fairly  be  compared  with  those 
obtained  in  the  open,  when  conditions  are  more 
natural.    From  Forest  and   Stream   I   see  that 
glued-up  water  interfered  with  the  work  of  the 
glued-up  canes  : — "  There  was  more  or  less  dissatis- 
faction among  the  contestants  because  of  the  glue- 
like substance  that  floated  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  at  times  men  would  not  enter  certain 
events  because  of  the  poor  showing  they  were 
making  ;  but  the  fact  remained  that  while  the  water 
was  far  from  clear  and  pure,  the  conditions  were  as 
fair  for  one  as  for  another.    The  reason  for  this  state 
of  things  was  this  :   The  great  tank  was  lined  inside 
with  heavy  duck,  and  this  duck  was  waterproofed 
with  a  preparation  containing  some  sticky  substance. 
The  paddling  and  the  tilting  contests  served  to  stir 
up  the  water  every  afternoon  and  evening,  and  the 
oily  substance  came  to  the  surface  and  remained 
there.    Lines  and  flies  became  coated  with  it,  and 
carried  it  to  the  guides  and  reels.    After  a  contest 
the  rod-tips  were  covered  with  a  coating  which  gave 
them  the  appearance  of  having  been  carelessly 
daubed  with  heavy  varnish,  then  used  before  the 
coating  had  had  time  to  dry.    The  effects  of  the 
stuff  were  to  a  certain  extent  counteracted  by  the 
liberal  use  of  vaseUne  on  fines  and  guides,  and  the 
fly-casters  did  all  they  could  under  the  circum 
stances,    and    made    their   best   efforts    in  a 
sportsmanlike  manner.    Some  of  them  thought  the 
pool  should  have  been  drained  to  rid  it  of  the  objec- 
tionable coating  on  the  water,  but  while  this  could 
have  been  done,  of  course,  those  who  claimed  to 
know  about  such  things  argued  that  the  oil  would 
not  go  out  with  the  water,  but  would  remain  in 
the  bottom  of  the  tank,  and  rise  to  the  surface  of 
any  fresh  water  that  might  be  turned  in.    To  drain 
and  refill  the  great  tank  would  have  taken  no  little 
time,  and  would  have  shouldered  the  management 
with  an  additional  expense  of  no  small  proportions. 
Summing  up  all  the  arguments,  then,  it  seems 
there  was  no  practical  help  for  the  existing  condition 
of  the  water.    The  highest  score  made  in  any  of  the 
bait-casting  contests  was  that  of  R.  C.  Leonard, 
who  landed  a  half-ounce  rubber  frog  128ft.  7|in. 
from  the  casting  platform  on  the  last  day  of  the 
tournament.    His  friend,  H.  W.  Hawes,  made  the 
longest  cast  of  any  person  in  a  single-handed  trout 
fly-casting  event,  when  he  scored  97ft.  on  the 
afternoon  the  tournament  closed.'' 


Collinson's  Natural  Minnow  Tackle. 
Mrs.  Collinson,  of  Holme-road,  Matlock  Bath, 
says  :— "  I  am  taking  advantage  of  your  kind  per- 
mission to  forward  specimens  of  natural  minnow 
tackles  as  supplied  by  me.  I  make  them  of  any 
strength,  or  stain  gut  any  shade."  This  is  the 
tackle  for  so  many  years  made  and  used  with  such 
extraordinary  success  by  Collinson,  the  late  keeper 
of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association. 
He  used  small  minnows,  and  with  scissors  cut  off 
half  the  tail  and  the  fins. 


Salmon  Fishing  in  Newfoundland. 
I  have  to  thank  an  officer  in  our  Fleet  on  the 
North  American  Station  for  the  following  comment 
on  the  article  on  "  Fishing  in  Newfoundland " 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  14. 
It  entirely  confirms  what  Major-General  Dashwood 
said : — 

f  Dear  Sib, — I  have  just  received  my  Fishing 


Gazette,  dated  Feb.  14,  containing  an  article  on 
'  Salmon  Fishing  in  Newfoundland.'    The  article 
itself  gives  a  good  and  brief  summary  of  the  river.s 
of  the  island,  but  I  think  it  flatters  the  railway  com- 
pany, and  it  is  a  very  great  pity  that  such  a  fraud 
as  the  faked  picture  should  have  been  resorted  to, 
and  although  everybody  in  St.  John's  knows  that 
the  picture  is  a  '  fake,'  no  one  attempts  to  stop  its 
circulation  as  an  advertisement  of  the  country. 
.    .    .    There  is  undoubtedly  good  fishing  in  the 
island,  but  the  fish  run  small — average  61b.,  or  even 
less.    Big  fish  are  few  and  far  between  ;  they  are 
in  the  rivers  all  right,  but  very  shy  of  the  fly.  The 
fish  do  not  run  till  the  middle  of  June— first  run  in 
most  rivers  about  June  21.    This  late  run  is  prob- 
ably due  to  the  low  temperature  of  the  water.  You 
must  work  really  hard  to  get  your  salmon,  and  the 
plague  of  flies  is  at  times  unbearable.    With  all  its 
disadvantages  fishing  in  Newfoundland  is  a  most 
enjoyable  sport,  and  if  a  man  is  satisfied  with 
small  salmon,   with  an  occasional  big  one,  he 
might   do   much   worse   than   give    it   a  trial. 
If  you  should  require  particular  information  as  to 
rivers,  flies,  etc.,  I  shall  be  dehghted  to  let  you  have 
all  that  is  in  my  power  to  give.    Another  plague  are 
the  Yankee  '  sports.'     They  will  have  fish,  and  if 
they  cannot  get  them  fairly,  they  will  resort  to  any 
method.    The  Humber  (one  of  the  best  rivers)  was 
dynamited  last  year.    The  biggest  fish  caught  last 
year  was  one  of  35lb.    I  beheve  it  was  caught  in 
Harry's  Brook.    The  proprietors  of  the  Log  Cabin 
would  probably  supply  you  with  any  information 
for  publication.    They  are  university  men,  and  real 
good  sportsmen. '2 

Wonderful  Single  Hair  Lines. 
With  the  exception  of  strength,  good  horsehair  is 
a  better  material  than  gut  for  enabling  an 
angler  to  deceive  shy  fish— at  least,  this  is  the 
opinion  of  many  good  anglers.  I  confess  I 
very  rarely  use  hair  myself,  but  if  I  did  I 
should  certainly  get  some  from  Mr.  Jas.  Pickersgill, 
33,  Rydall-street,  Holbeck,  Leeds,  whose  hair 
fly  casts  are  the  best  and  strongest  I  have  ever 
seen.  For  roach  fishing  there  is  nothing  like  it. 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  not  long  since  had  over  20Ib.  of 
roach  up  to  lib.  on  one  of  these  almost  invisible 
cobweb  strands,  and  I  quite  agree  with  him  in 
calhng  it  grand  hair.  Where  trout  run  small  and 
shy  hair  is  better  than  gut  for  fly.  Mr.  P.'s  charges 
are  very  moderate,  and  I  believe  he  also  supplies 
the  trade.  I  forgot  to  note  that  the  hair  fly  cast 
is  tapered,  and  slide  knots  are  left  open  for  dropper 
flies,  R.  B.  Marston. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TEOUT  ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Grehble, 
Author  of  if  The  Sahnon  Rivers  of  Scotland,'^  etoj 

{Continued  from  page  228.) 
CHAPTER  \l.~continued: 
The  following  are  the  estate  charges  for  the 
anghng  from  all  of  the  hotels  on  the  loch,  which 
are  somewhat  novel : — £1  is  charged  for  each  salmon 
caught  up  to  five,  the  remainder  of  week  is  free ;  by 
the  day,  £1  per  salmon:   no  fish  no  charge.  On 
the  reserved  water,  30s.  a  day ;  boatmen,  3s.  6d. 
each  per  day.    Lunch  and  one  pint  of  whiskey, 
2s.  6d.  each.    The  hotel  tariffs  range  from  14s.  to 
16s.  a  day,  but  board  by  the  week  is  charged  £3  10s. 
These  seem  rather  sporting  terms,  for  if  an  angler 
got  ten  fish  in  the  week,  he  could  certainly  sell  them 
for  £25,  if  not  for  more,  and  actually  be  making  a 
profit  of  fully  £10  a  week,  with  every  expense  paid, 
while  if  he  only  got  five  fish  and  also  sold  them  at 
2s.  6d.  a  pound  (fish  in  January  and  February  are 
retailed  at  5s.  a  pound)  it  would  just  give  him  his 
week's  sport  for  nothing.    Fish  selling  is,  however, 
a  matter  of  sentiment ;  some  do,  some  don't,  and 
for  my  own  part  I  have  hitherto  been  amongst 
the;  don'ts.    There  is,  however,  a  certain  amount 
of  fascination  in  the  idea  of  getting  for  nothing  a 
holiday  in  fine  air,  splendid  scenery,  in  a  comfortable 
hotel,  coupled  wiih  good  sport,  and  if  by  any  happy 
combination  of  events  there  was  a  return  to  the 
takes  of  the  years  of  1873,  1875,  1877,  and  1878, 
then  really  angling  on  Loch  Tay  on  the  present 
terms  would  be  a  very  profitable  as  well  as  a  very 
pleasant  business. 

The  Breadalbane  Hotel  at  Kenmore  has  also  the 
fishing  of  the  six  lowest  pools  of  the  Lyon,  which  is 
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free  to  visitors,  and  a  boat  is  put  on  Comrie  Bridge 
Pool  if  it  is  wanted.  A  gillie  is  required,  as  the 
Lyon  is  about  an  hour's  walk  from  Kenmore,  and 
he  gets  5s.  3d.  a  day,  which  includes  his  lunch  and 
whiskey. 

Clean  fish  are  usually  gaffed,  though  each  boat 
is  provided  with  a  landing-net  for  taking  out  kelts. 
Two  rods  may  be  used,  but  the  angler  must  fish  them 
himself ;  keepers  or  servants  are  not  allowed  to 
take  their  place. 

For  the  first  mile  and  a  half  after  it  leaves  the 
loch,  the  Tay  flows  in  a  fine  broad  stream  through 
the  grounds  of  Taymouth  or  Balloch  Castle,  as  the 
natives  still  call  it,  with  its  avenues  of  stately  limes 
planted  by  Sir  Duncan  Campbell  of  "  The  Cowl." 
Lord  Archibald  Campbell,  in  his  very  interesting 
book,  "  The  Records  of  Argyll,"  gives  a  translation 
of  the  old  GaeUc  "  Song  of  Breadalbane,'-  two  of 
the  verses  of  which  run  as  follows  : — 
Loch  Tay  of  the  salmon 
That  come  from  the  sea  of  rough  waves 
Which  is  belly  spotted,  small  speckled. 
And  supplied  with  rough,  strong  fins, 
Leaping  to  every  false  fly. 
Seizing  flies  on  the  tops  of  the  waves  ; 
They  are  numerous  in  every  pool. 
Spawning  in  the  water  bottom  of  the  land. 

Where  was  there  seen  in  Scotland 

A  place  that  excelled  Breadalbane  of  my  love  ? 

Whiskey  and  all  would  be  found  there 

Beer  and  brandy  to  drink. 

What  else  would  you  desire. 

Unless  a  bottle  of  wine  or  of  rum  ? 

Generously  would  that  be  obtained, 

With  bread  and  cheese  supplied  on  the  table. 

As  the  other  verses  make  no  further  allusion  to 
fish  or  fishers  I  omit  them,  but  whoever  the  bard 
may  have  been,  every  verse  makes  it  clear  that  he 
fully  appreciated  the  splendid  sport  appertaining 
to  the  domains  of  his  chieftain  and  the  generous 
hospitality  dispensed  at  his  castle. 

As  the  river  leaves  the  grounds  of  TajTnouth  it 
is  joined  by  the  Lyon  on  the  left  bank,  which  fiows 
from  Loch  Lyon  on  the  borders  of  Argyll,  some  forty 
miles  away  from  the  Tay  junction.  After  traver- 
sing the  beautiful  estates  of  Meggemie,  Innerwick, 
and  Chesthill,  the  north  bank  becomes  the  property 
of  Sir  Donald  Currie  at  Garth  Castle,  who.  keeping 
two  miles  for  himself,  lets  the  remaining  four  miles 
and  a  half  of  his  water  to  the  Fortingall  Hotel,  the 
opposite  bank  belonging  to  Lord  Breadalbane  and 
going  with  the  Duneaves  shootings,  and  also  at 
present  let  to  Fortingall  Hotel.  In  this  nearly  seven 
miles  of  water  there  are  twenty-six  fine  pools,  which 
want  an  18ft.  rod  and  wading  stockings  to  cover 
them  properly.  The  best  time  is  from  Jan.  15  to 
the  end  of  April,  when  fish  average  181b.,  and  from 
two  to  five  per  week  may  be  looked  for  if  the  water 
is  right.  The  favourite  flies  are  Jock  Scott,  Blue 
Doctor,  Thunder  and  Lightning,  Dusty  Miller,  and 
"  Meggemie,"  medium  size,  while  the  Phantom 
(No.  6  size),  the  natural  minnow,  and  the  prawn 
will  kill.  With  regard  to  this  last-named  fly,  it  is 
a  great  medicine  for  tempting  fish  in  clear,  low 
water.  It  owes  its  origin  to  the  invention  of  a 
gernie  Castle  gamekeeper,  and  as  it  is  not  very 
widely  known,  I  give  the  dressing  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  tie  their  own  flies,  albeit  most  of  the 
tackle  shops  can  supply  it : — 

Tag^Silver  twist.  Tail— Topping.  Black 
ostrich  herl.  Body — Silver  tinsel  ribbed  with  oval 
silver  twist.  Hackle — Black  put  on  at  shoulder 
only,  with  fibres  reaching  to  the  butt.  Wing — 
Strands  of  mallard,  bustard,  wood  duck,  and  yellow, 
blue,  and  red  swan  ;  jungle  cock  cheeks. 

Fortingall  Hotel  is  nine  miles  from  Aberfeldy, 
and  is  thoroughly  comfortable.  The  angUng  terms 
are  lOs.  a  day;  gillie,  4s.  6d.,  with  his  lunch  and 
three  glasses  of  whiskey.  Hotel  tariff,  £3  3s.  a 
week  or  Qs.  a  day.  The  angUng  is  limited  to  four 
rods,  with  beats  rotating  daily  ;  no  hiring  is  re- 
quired as  the  hotel  is  barely  half  a  mile  from  the 
river.  AppUcation  for  a  rod  should  be  made  as 
much  before  the  opening  day  as  possible,  for  anglei's 
in  search  of  spring  fishing  are  fully  aUve  to  the 
advantages  of  this  one. 

At  Aberfeldy,  four  years  ago  when  I  was  there, 
the  hotel  had  some  free  angUng  on  the  river  Tay 
which  has  since  been  reserved  by  the  owner,  and 
many  hotsl  anglings  are  Hable  to  these  changes,  for 
if  the  proprietors  or  the  shooting  lessees  are  away 
in  the  spring,  they  often  let  theii-  anglings  at  nominal 
rents  to  the  nearest  hotel  on  the  estate,  more  with 
a  view  of  benefiting  the  hotel  than  with  an  eye  to 
profit. 


Lower  down  the  river  the  charming  little  hotel  at 
GrandtuUy  sometimes  has  free  fishing  to  offer  on 
the  reaches  of  Edradynate,  Derculich,  Clochfoldich, 
and  Findynate.  In  1889  I  had  three  days  here  in 
February,  and  with  the  natural  minnow  took  fish 
of  251b.  and  181b.,  when  my  sport  was  stopped  by 
severe  frost  and  deep  snow  which  lasted  for  some 
time.  The  pools  hereabouts  are  splendid,  and  there 
is  one  short  piece  of  bank  casting.  The  hotel 
charges  were  very  moderate,  and  I  got  off  for  just 
under  a  pound  a  day,  which  included  the  pay  of  the 
two  boatmen  and  their  lunch.  Small  as"  is  the 
hotel,  in  those  days  the  cuisine  was  of  the  very  best, 
which  was  accounted  for  by  the  wife  of  the 
proprietor  having  been  chef  in  a  great  house  famed 
for  its  entertainments.  A  line  to  the  hotel  is  sure 
of  an  answer  by  return  of  post.  Throughout  the 
length  of  the  Tkj  its  streams  are  so  broad  that 
harUng  is  usually  resorted  to,  although  on  some  of 
the  richly-stocked  autumn  reaches  the  lessees  prefer 
to  cast  their  pools,  thus  gaining  better  sport,  though 
perhaps  sUghtly  reducing  the  numbers  of  their 
captures.  In  harhng  it  is  the  boatmen  not  the 
anglers  who  hook  the  fish,  and  two  boatmen  who 
know  the  water  well  and  who  work  hard  to  cover 
it  thoroughly  will  make  their  hooks  lay  hold  of 
three  fish  for  every  one  that  would  be  hooked  if  the 
boat  were  in  less  experienced  or  less  willing  hands. 

There  is  no  more  open  water  on  the  Tay  until  we 
come  to  the  large  tributary  on  the  left  bank, 
where 

Fast  rims  the  simlit  Tummel 

Strong  from  his  wilds  above. 

Blue  as  the  "  body  of  heaven," 

Shot  like  the  neck  of  a  dove. 

He  is  fresh  from  the  moor  of  Rannoch, 

He  has  drained  Loch  Ericht  dread. 

And  mirror' d  on  Carle's  water 

Bey-y-Houlach's  stately  head. 

He  has  mourned  round  the  graves  of  the  streams, 

Hid  in  the  night  of  the  wood, 

He  glides  by  the  pleasant  slope 

Where  our  old  Dunalastair  stood. 

Schiehallion  has  heard  him  chafing 

Down  by  his  sunless  steep. 

And  has  watched  the  child  of  the  mountains 

Deep  in  his  loch  asleep. 

He's  awake  !  and  off  by  Bonskeid 
He  has  leapt  his  falls  with  glee  ; 
He  has  married  the  swirling  Garry, 
And  they  linger  in  Faskally. 

Thus  inspired  by  the  beauties  of  the  district, 
sang  the  late  Mr.  John  Bro\vn,  the  author  of  that 
charming  book,  "  Rab  and  His  Friends." 

The  river  first  takes  its  name  when  it  flows  from 
Loch  Rannoch,  so  well  known  to  trout  fishers,  and 
after  a  winding,  rapid  run  of  some  ten  miles  it  enters 
Loch  Tummel.  which  is  four  miles  in  length,  and 
flowing  from  it  the  river  runs  past  a  portion  of  the 
Faskally  property  on  the  right  bank,  with  the  lands 
of  Allean  and  Bonskeid  on  the  left,  to  where  it 
meets  the  Garry  some  two  hundred  yards  below 
the  Falls  of  Tummel.  In  certain  states  of  water  a 
very  few  fish  ascend  these  falls,  for  each  season  a 
few  are  captured,  though  rarely  in  a  legitimate  way, 
and  as  those  that  are  poached  are  naturally  not 
reported,  the  idea  prevails  that  no  fish  can  ascend 
these  falls.  They  are  seldom  angled  for,  and  the 
very  few  that  do  pass  up  only  make  the  ascent 
quite  late  in  the  season,  when  those  that  are  taken 
by  the  rod  are  described  as  "  ferox  "  by  the  natives, 
who  dread  the  interference  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
salmon  fishing  rights  if  they  were  classed  as  salmon. 

Though  the  construction  of  such  a  ladder  as 
would  permit  fish  to  ascend  these  falls  in  all  states 
of  water  would  be  a  costly  matter,  nevertheless  it 
would  be  well  worth  doing,  having  regard  to  the  vast 
extent  of  breeding  grounds  that  would  be  opened 
up,  for  if  salmon  were  taken  over  these  falls  they 
could  travel  west  right  into  Loch  Ba  in  the  Black 
Mount  Forest,  a  distance  of  fully  fifty  miles,  while 
in  a  more  northerly  direction  they  could  reach  the 
head  of  Loch  Ericht  near  Dalwhiimie. 

The  large  lochs  of  Tummel,  Rannoch,  Ericht, 
and  Lydoch,  with  some  smaller  ones,  would  all  be 
made  accessible,  and  these  Tummel  Falls  are  by 
far  the  largest  obstruction  in  Scotland. 

It  may  well  be  asked  why  these  falls  have  not 
been  laddered  long  ago,  but  first  there  is  the  un- 
wilUngness  of  the  owmers  to  allow  them  to  be  inter- 
fered with  as  they  fear  an  alteration  in  their  beauty 
and  the  loss  of  fish  from  the  pools  below  the  fall. 
Secondly,  the  Crown  would  claim  all  the  new  salmon 
fisheries  that  would  be  created  by  the  laddering  of 


the  falls.  Thirdly,  the  proprietors  who  hold 
district  charters  of  the  fisheries  below  the  falls  also 
claim  to  have  the  right  to  all  fishing  above  any  fall 
that  is  opened  up.  And  these  three  reasons  are 
the  cause  of  the  deadlock.  In  old  days  baskets 
were  hung  on  each  side  of  the  Tummel  Falls  to 
catch  the  fish  as  they  fell  back  when  leaping  to 
ascend  them.  The  Faskally  basket  was  not  nearly 
so  successful  as  the  Bonskeid  one.  which  took  a 
large  number  of  fish  until  removed  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  1868  Act,  which  rendered 
them  illegal,  and  a  good  thing,  too  !  Now  and  then 
a  salmon  jumps  on  to  the  top  of  the  rock  from  which 
the  Bonskeid  basket  formerly  hung,  and  that  is  just 
8ft.  7in.  above  the  level  of  the  river  when  it  is  in 
the  best  state  for  making  the  attempt.  Also  up 
till  1868  snatching  was  openly  practised  in  the  Fall 
Pool  and  regarded  as  a  recognised  method  of 
catching  salmon,  so  much  so  that  the  late  Mr. 
Archibald  Butter,  of  Faskally,  one  of  the  very  best 
of  sportsmen,  would  never  acknoMdedge  that  the 
law  had  any  right  to  interfere  with  such  an  ancient 
custom. 

All  this,  however,  has  been  a  long  digression  from 
the  open  fishing  of  the  Tummel,  but  it  has  been  put 
forward  with  a  view  of  giving  anglers  an  insight 
into  the  chief  features  of  the  river.  Below  the 
anglings  of  Bonskeid  and  Faskally,  Fishers'  Hotel 
at  Pitlochry  has  the  angling  downwards  from 
Cluny  Bridge  over  the  rest  of  the  Faskally  estate 
on  the  left  bank,  though  the  properties  of  Fonab 
and  Dunfallandy  on  the  right  bank  have  also  fishing 
rights.  Here  there  is  both  bank  and  boat  casting, 
while  sport  is  generally  good,  though  of  course  here, 
as  elsewhere,  it  varies  with  the  seasons.  There  is 
about  five  miles  of  hotel  water  free  to  visitors 
divided  into  three  rotating  beats,  with  use  of  boat 
and  the  services  of  two  men  at  5s.  a  day  each,  to 
include  their  lunch. 

{To  be  continued.) 


ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE 
BANGWEOLO,  CENTKAL  AFEICA. 

I  HAVE  chosen  this  title,  not  on  account  of  the 
utter  lack  of  banks  on  this  side  of  Lake  Bangweolo, 
for  T  am  not  Irish,  nor  on  account  of  its  alliteration, 
for  I  am  not  a  poet,  but  because  it  is  som.ething 
definite  to  start  with.  Were  my  title  "  Fishing  in 
North-Easteru  Rhodesia,"  many  English  readers 
would  promptly  conjure  up  visions  of  Matabeleland 
or  Mashonaland,  which  thej'  could  reach  in  a  quarter 
of  the  time  that  it  would  take  me,  and  had  I  chosen 
some  such  headhne  as  "  With  a  rod  in  the  Wa-unga 
Country,"  they  would  wonder  whether  I  was  writing 
of  Kamshkatka  or  Patagonia.  But  many  people  in 
England  can  say,  almost  without  hesitation,  that 
Bangweolo  is  somewhere  in  Central  Africa ;  and  also 
all  the  fishing  of  which  I  shall  tell  is  in  the  rivers 
that  flow  into  the  S.E.  of  Lake  Bangweolo,  or  their 
estusries,  and  so,  although  there  are  no  banks,  the 
title  is  qiiite  correct  enough. 

"Although  there  are  no  banks  !  " — yes,  indeed, 
on  thi?  side  there  are  absolutely  and  Uterally  none — 
the  rivers  flov.ing  into  the  east  of  Bangweolo  are  in 
their  way  as  mvsterious  as  the  sacred  river  of  Kubla 
Khan— 

Where  Alpb,  the  sacred  river,  ran 
Through  caverns  measureless  to  man 
Down  to  a  sunless  sea — 

only  substitute  "  marshes  "  for  "  caverns  "  and 
"  sunny  "  for  "  sunless,"  and  you  have  a  very  good 
description  of  the  way  in  which  rivers  of  large  volume 
lose  themselves  in  the  indistinguishable  marshes  of 
that  huge  inland  delta,  if  one  may  use  the  word, 
which  collects  the  waters  from  the  Tanganyika 
plateau  and  the  Muchinga  Mountains  arid  pours 
them  into  the  Luapula.  and  so  on  into  the  Congo. 

In  the  uppermost  waters  of  these  rivers  I  have 
found  no  fish  but  the  ugly  flat  mud -fish,  the 
Mulonge  ;  though  the  most  beautiful  river  (in  its 
upper  mountain  reaches)  that  I  have  ever  met,  the 
Nyamadzi  simply  calls  for  a  fly  ;  but.  alas  !  there 
is  nothing  in  it  that  vnW  take  either  a  flj',  a  wasp- 
grub,  or  any  kind  of  bait.  But  beautiful  as  it  is,  it 
at  any  rste  cannot  ccme  within  ray  title,  for  it  is 
across  the  watershed  of  the  Muchingas,  and  feeds 
not  the  Congo  but  the  Zambesi. 

The  real  heart  of  the  fishing  countrj',  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  is,  however,  among  the  Wa-unga,  a 
weird,  intensely  conservative,  and  most  hospitable 
tribe  that  inhabits  the  swamps  and  islands  of  the 
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east  side  of  Bangweolo,  and  here  I  have  had  good 
sport.  Excluding  the  iSIulonge — the  hideous  flat- 
fish I  have  mentioned,  and  which  runs  to  61b. — the 
following  is  a  Ust  ox  fish  as  far  as  I  can  at  present 
give  one  : — • 

Pende,  up  to  l^ib.,  or  more  (the  conunonest). 

Talala.  up  to  S^lb..  or  more. 

Mananga,  up  to  4^1b..  or  more. 

Mchenc,  up  to  8J!b.,  or  more. 

Nsuku,  up  to  9ilb.,  or  more. 
I  add  "  or  more,"  for  T  do  not  imagine  that  those  I 
have  caught  and  weighed  are  the  biggest ;  in  fact, 
the  natives  assure  me  that  there  are  fish  as  big 
round  as  one's  thigh,  but  in  my  short  cruise  I  found 
them  not,  though  I  gather  from  the  Field  that  Mr. 
Harrington  on  the  western  side  of  the  lake  describes 
in  "Baily"  a  fish  of  about  1001b. — the  Sampa. 

I  am  sending  in  addition  to  the  photographs 
some  crude  water-colour  sketches  of  the  fish,  as  1  am 
very  anxious  to  get  them  classified  if  possible.  I 
have  tried  to  copy  the  sketches,  but  cannot  succeed 
in  getting  them  so  true  as  those  small  and  rough 
sketches  in  my  diary,  in  which  the  general  impresr 
sion  of  the  colour  is  very  fairly  accurate  ;  and  in 
tiying  to  enlarge  and  improve  in  a  finished  sketch 
I  have  lost  the  real  portrayal  of  colour,  which  I 
venture  to  think  does  exist  in  the  original  daubs 

Most  of  those  I  caught  were  spirming  or  trolUng, 
and  in  this  way  I  got  much  bigger  fish  than  the 
natives,  who  net  closely  inshore,  though  as  to 
quantity  they  are  hugely  successful,  both  in  their 
nets  and  basket  traps.  Trolling  was  not  easy  for 
me,  for  in  the  first  place  I  was  not  out  on  pleasure, 
and  had  to  travel  fast,  and  consequently  it  was  only 
when  my  lusty  paddlers  were  having  an  easy  that  I 
had  much  of  a  chance  ;  and,  secondly,  a  dug-out 
canoe  is  not  the  most  ideal  position  for  jjlaying  any 
fish,  and  some  of  the  fish  here  show  excellent  fight. 
Moreover,  I  had  no  net,  and  my  Zanzibari  boy,  to 
whom  I  entrusted  the  gafi,  was  a  novice,  but  a  fairly 
useful  novice  for  all  that,  though  between  us  we  did 
lose  a  few. 

For  bottom  fishing  chicken  guts  are  as  good  a  bait 
as  any,  and  the  Pende  take  them  very  freely.  For 
spinning  and  trolling  the  best  is  the  local  minnow, 
but  silver-bellied  phantoms  and  spoons  do  very 
well.  Gut  is  absolutely  valueless,  and  gimp  traces 
are  often  bitten  through,  but  good  wire  traces  are 
excellent  and  very  safe.  The  triangles  on  the 
phantoms  and  spoons  should  be  attached  with  wire 
and  not  with  gut,  I  lost  no  end  of  hooks  oS  my 
phantoms,  clean  bitten  through,  especially  by  the 
Mehene.  I  fancy,  for  he  has  very  sharp  teeth. 

Talala  and  Pende  should  be  struck  sharply  and  at 
once.  With  the  others  I  found  it  best  to  let  them 
get  a  good  hold  first  as  they  seem  more  shy,  the 
great  difficulty  being,  until  one  knows  them  better, 
to  guess  at  what  one  has  got ;  but  there  is  no  mis- 
taking a  ilchene,  for  he  goes  right  away  -with  a  rush, 
and  requires  fifty  times  more  play  than  any  of  the 
others.  I  only  caught  three,  and  they  were  all 
trolling,  30  T  cannot  speak  -with  any  certainty  as  to 
how  they  bite,  but  my  impression  was  that  they  do 
not  "  jump  "  at  the  bait.  I  lost  some  more  through 
being  unable  to  keep  them  in  the  water  at  the  final 
stage — no  easy  matter  in  a  wobbly  canoe.  The 
Nsuku — the  biggest  fish  I  caught — gives  much  less 
sport,  and  the  Mananga  and  Talala  both  beat  him 
as  game  fish but  one  really  needs  nothing  better 
than  the  Mehene  • 

I  had  no  individual  incidents  worth  recording, 
but  I  may  add  that  all  the  fishing  I  did  this  year 
was  almost  all  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Chambezi 
estuary  and  Salushi  Island,  and  that  I  examined 
several  thousands  of  netted  fish  without  being  able 
to  find  anj'  other  varieties. 

There  is  always  one  other  side  to  fish,  especially 
in  this  country,  and  that  is  what  one  may  call  the 
dinner  side,  and  so  I  add  the  following  notes  : — 
Pende — white  flesh,  bony,  otherwise  very  fair 
eating. 

Talala — white  flesh,  very  free  from  bones,  good 
eating. 

Alananga — fine   white   flaky   flesh,  excellent 
eating. 

Mehene — white  flesh,  almost  too  rich  eating  ; 
good,  that  is  to  say,  but  a  Uttle  is  enough. 

Nsuku— white  flesh,  very  thick  fish,  so  plenty  of 
it,  but  very  bony. 
Personally,  I  put  the  Mananga  first,  and  then  the 
Talala.  Some  might  give  the  place  of  honour  to 
the  Mehene,  but  for  me  it  was  too  rich. 
^  Speaking  more  generally  of  fish  in  this  country, 
almost  all  the  rivers  hold  fish.  The  Chambezi  has 
fish  all  its  length,  and  I  have  caught  a  kind  of 
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bream  higher  up.  The  Luitikila  (also  flowing  into 
Lake  Bangweolo)  contains  fish  ;  Pende  and 
Mulonge  are  all  I  have  caught  there.  The  Nya- 
madzi  lower  dowTi  contains  fish,  and  of  course  the 
I.oangwa  and  a  host  of  other  big  rivers  do  too,  but 
I  know  nothing  of  them.  I  have  caught  tigor-fish 
(up  to  7|lb.)  in  the  Shire  and  Ruo  rivers  (B.C. A.), 
and  a  species  of  barbel  also  in  Lake  Nyassa,  but 
there  I  was  only  a  "  through  passenger,"  and  had 
but  little  time  ;  but  next  year  I  hope  to  do  much 
more  on  my  own  particular  waters  round  the  south- 
east corner  of  Bangweolo. 

In  conclusion,  if  any  reading  this  should  be 
coming  out  to  this  country,  I  recommend  a  spinning 
rod,  with  plenty  of  good  spinning  line,  wire  traces, 
and  a  large  assortment  of  spinners,  phantoms,  and 
spoons,  and  of  course  hooks  of  practically  all  sizes, 
for  fish  do  run  here  from  lib.  to  1001b..  if  not  more 
— I  am  thinking  of  the  Sampa  that  I  hope  to  meet ! 

Fr^nk  H.  Melland. 

Mpika,  N.E.  Rhodesia. 


THE  HISTOKY  AND  LAW  OF 
FISHEKIES. 


Messes.  Stevens  ast>  Hatnes,  law  publishers,  of 
BeU  Yard,  Temple  Bar  (which  for  so  long  was  cele- 
brated for  the  fishing  tackle  of  Chevaher  Bowness), 
send  us  a  royal  8vo  volume  of  about  4.50  pages, 
entitled,  "  The  History  and  Law  of  Fisheries,"  by 
Stuart  A.  Moore,  F.S.A.,  and  Hubert  Stuart  Moore, 
of  the  Inner  Temple,  Barristers-at-Law.  The  work 
is  dedicated  to  Mr.  Justice  Wills,  and  contains  a 
great  deal  of  most  important  and  carefully- 
arranged  information — much  of  it  of  general  interest 
to  all  who  care  about  fish  and  fisheries.  The  object 
with  which  it  is  written  cannot  be  described  better 
than  in  the  words  of  the  WTiters,  who  in  their 
preface  say : — "  In  this  work  the  authoi's  have  en- 
deavoured to  collect  all  available  information 
relating  to  the  law  of  fishery,  apphcable  to  fisheries 
in  England,  Wales,  and  (as  regards  the  common 
law)  Ireland.  The  common  law  of  Scotland  has 
not  been  dealt  with  ;  that  must  be  left  to  learned 
gentlemen  of  the  Scotch  Bar.  The  subject  has  been 
exhaustively  and  admirably  dealt  with  by  Jlr.  Tait, 
in  his  '  Law  of  Scotland  Apphed  to  the  Laws  of 
Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing.'  The  statutory  law 
relating  to  Ireland  has  not  been  dealt  with.  It  will 
be  foimd  in  Mr.  Conner's  book  on  '  Fishing  Laws.' 

"  The  firet  part  of  the  work  relates  to  the  history 
and  law  of  fisheries  at  common  law.  The  second 
part  reviews  historically  the  ancient  legislation  with 
regard  to  fisheries,  and  deals  generally  with  modem 
statutory  provisions  now  in  force  and  the  powers  of 
owners  of.  fisheries,  boards  of  conservators,  the 
powers  and  jurisdiction  of  magistrates,  and  the 
restrictions  upon  and  regulation  of  fisheries,  both  as 
to  salmon  and  migratory  fish,  sea  fish,  and  fresh- 
water fish  other  than  salmon. 

"  In  the  appendices  will  be  found  the  statutes 
relating  to  fisheries  in  England,  so  far  as  they 
remain  unrepealed,  with  notes  of  decided  cases 
relating  to  them. 

"  The  special  provisions  of  local  Acts  have  not 
been  set  out,  as  these  Acts  are  numerous  and  local 
practitioners  will  be  well  acquainted  with  their  pro- 
visions. A  Ust  of  them,  which,  it  is  hoped,  is 
complete,  will  be  found  in  the  Table  of  Statutes 
arranged  chronologically.  There  is  also  given  a  list 
of  places  where  fisheries  existed,  and  are  referred  to 
in  the  Domesday  Book,  and  a  list  of  fisheries  in 
various  places  in  the  Idngdom,  reference  to  which  in 
ancient  records  has  been  found  by  the  authors  in 
collecting  materials  for  this  work. 

"  The  object  of  the  authors  has  been  to  collect 
everything  relating  to  fisheries  that  may  be  useful 
to  practitioners  and  owners  of  fisheries  and  the 
pubhc,  so  as  to  make  the  work  a  complete  con- 
spectus of  the  law  as  regards  both  inland  and  sea 
fisheries  in  every  respect,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
endeavour  has  not  been, unsuccessful." 

There  is  a  good  index  we  are  thankful  to  say. 


Lyra  Piscatoeia  ;  Original  Lyrics  ou  Fisli,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishenuen.  By  Coiswold  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Drj'-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  '"  Those  remarlcably  well-written 
verses.'' — Covestev  Patmore  (of  "The  May  Fly"  in  the  Vol.). 
The /"le'd  says  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has  witten  some  of  the  sweetest 
angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  .  '  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful 
volume."  The  Amateur  Angltr  says :  "  All  the  poems  are 
refreshing,  many  of  them  superb ;  the  genial  humour,  for 
example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as  anything  I  remem- 
ber." The  boek  may  be  obtained  from  the  Author,  addressed 
to  Clark's  Library,  Dorking,  at  the  reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 
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KOTES  OF  AN  IRISH  DRY-FLY 
ANGLER. 

By  an  Irish  Dry-Fly  Angler. 

I  can  claim  no  more  than  a  very  keen  enjoj  mcnt 
of  the  sport,  considerable  time  and  opportunities 
for  observation,  and  perhaps  some  small  degree  of 
skill,  the  result  of  long  experience.  My  trout  fishing 
for  the  last  eight  or  nine  years  has  been  almost 
exclusively  with  the  dry  fly,  and  my  experience 
mostly  confined  to  a  few  of  the  many  rivers  in  this 
country  eminently  suited  to  it.  One  day  many 
years  ago  converted  me.  To  a  person  by  no  means 
lacking  self-confidence  one  shameful  defeat,  both  in 
weight  and  numbers,  and  from  a  stranger,  too, 
sufficed.  From  that  day  I  was  a  dry  fly  man.  It 
is  from  that  point  of  -vaew  therefore  I  offer  my  com- 
ments on  trout  fishing. 

Of  the  causes  put  forward  for  the  decadence, 
perhaps  the  most  general  are  poaching,  pike,  drain- 
age, floods,  pollution,  increase  of  anglers,  and  im- 
provement in  tackle.  Now,  these  are  undoubtedly 
one  and  all  great  sources  of  depletion,  but  people 
are  hable  to  use  them  as  generaUties  without  con- 
sidering how  they  fit  in  with  the  results  of  their 
personal  experience,  and  seem  to  forget  that,  while 
these  causes  apply  in  particular  cases,  the  decay  in 
sport  is  general ;  thus  obviously  pike  cannot  affect 
the  fly  fishing  in  a  river  where  they  do  not  exift, 
nor  poaching  a  properly  preserved  stream.  There- 
fore I  think  it  is  only  by  recording  our  experiences 
that  we  have  a  chance  of  arriving,  a  'posteriori,  at 
the  solution  of  the  difficulty.  Personally,  what 
struck  me  most  this  year,  and  indeed  for  several 
years  past,  has  been  the  diminution  of  surface  food. 
One  of  my  chief  recollections  of  the  time  I  commenced 
to  fish  dry  fly  on  the  river  Barrow  years  ago  is  the 
enormous  hatches  of  fly — first,  large  rough  Olives 
and  a  March  Brown  or  so,  then  with  the  advent  of 
the  swallow,  the  Iron  Blue,  and  one  might  see  on  the 
scours  the  first  tentative  rises  of  smaDer  trout — 
smaller,  for  you  do  not  often  meet  fish  under  12oz. 
on  this  river.  About  the  first  week  in  May  the  Grey 
Flag,  one  of  the  local  Phryganidae,  in  millions, 
and  big  trout  rising  in — weU,  hundreds,  and  with  a 
few  of  Mick  Hayden's  flies  (poor  Mick  !  better 
sportsman  never  tied  more  deadly  fly),  he  would 
be  a  poor  bungler  who  could  not  kill  fish.  For  the 
last  week  in  May  a  small  but  select  hatch  of  ISIay 
Fly — choice  spirits  much  approved  by  large  fish— 
and  so  on  till  the  middle  of  September,  hardly  a 
day  but  the  river  covered  with  Duns  and  the  air 
clouded  with  Spinners. 

This  year  it  was  another  story.  Day  after  day 
hardly  a  fly,  and  the  few  trout  showing  wanderers. 
Their  next  rise  might  be  one  yard  away  or  it  might 
be  twenty,  it  might  be  five  seconds  or  it  might  be 
five  minutes,  there  was  no  food  to  keep  them 
steady.  It  wasn't  that  the  fish  were  not  there.  In 
the  evenings  when  the  Spinners  set  with  the  sun  at 
the  close  of  their  little  day,  there  seemed  perhaps  not 
quite  but  nearly  as  many  trout  as  ever.  For  the  ilay 
Fly  I  went  to  another  river,  the  Dale.  It  was  just 
the  same.  In  '94  and  '95  we  used  to  make  baskets 
of  141b.  to  251b.,  retiu'ning  everything  under  16oz., 
and  home  at  six  weary  and  laden  with  our  sport. 
This  j^ear  the  fishing  began  at  6.30  p.m.  There  was 
not  five  per  cent,  of  the  old-time  hatch  of  Drake. 
Nor  were  fish  so  plentiful  either,  though  I  had  not 
much  cause  for  complaint  on  that  score,  making  an 
average  bag,  and  three  of  my  fish  passed  5lb., 
creating  me  three  records.  Grand  fish  they  were, 
too,  pink  as  salmon  and  fighting  well  as  only  brown 
trout  can.  But  to  me  one  fish  in  dayhght  is  worth 
two  in  twiUght,  one  on  the  Green  Drake,  two  on  the 
Spent  Gnat.  A  propos  1  miss  a  far  larger  proportion 
of  fish  on  the  Spent  Gnat  than  on  any  other  fly. 

Returning  to  the  Barrow,  sport  was  even  worse. 
As  the  result  of  nearly  a  month's  constant  fishing 
I  cannot  have  caught  more  than  ten  fish  in  daj-- 
time.  There  was  generally,  however,  a  brief 
evening  rise,  during  which,  by  careful  fishing,  one 
might  secure  a  good  fish  or  two,  but  they  fight  hard, 
and  by  the  time  two  good  tront  were  creeled  sport 
would  be  over  for  the  day.  Of  course  there  were 
occasional  good  days,  but  on  the  other  hand,  many 
blanks — a  bitter  humiUation  and  disgiace.  ilatters 
improved  somewhat  towards  the  close,  but  taken  all 
in  all  last  season  stands  apart  the  worst  I  ever 
remember  for  both  salmon  and  trout  fishing. 

It  was  the  same  everywhere  I  fished — hardly  any 
flies  and  little  or  no  trout  rising,  but  it  is  of  these 
two  rivers  I  wish  chiefly  to  treat,  partly  because 
they  are  my  most  intimate  friends  and  partly  from 


long  acquaintance  and  close  habit  of  observation.  I 
fee]  myself  more  competent  to  apply  to  them  my 
particular  pet  theory,  which,  if  not  my  own  olf- 
sprin,^,  is  the  dear  child  of  my  adoption;  and 
which  I  think  bears  more  or  less  cogently  on  the 
problem  of  depreciation  on  every  river  and  stream 
m  which  T  have  had  the  pleasure  of  wetting  a  line. 
It  is,  in  one  word,  Minnow  ! 

Let  us  examine  for  a  moment  the  condition  of 
things  in  the  rivers  of  which  I  have  written.  In  the 
Barrow  we  have  a  slightly  depreciated  stock  of  fish, 
a  marked  diminution  of  fly,  the  larger  fish  from  41b. 
to  81b..  and  there  are  many  of  them  rarely  or  never 
showing  on  the  surface,  and  lastly,  and  this  is  very 
significant,  minnow  spreading,  increasing  and  mul- 
tiplying in  the  most  marked  manner  from  Carlow 
and  Athy,  the  centres  of  their  introduction  some 
twenty-five  years  ago.  Every  year  they  extend 
concentrically  throughout  the  "river  and  its  system, 
and  each  year  one  must  travel  further  afield  to 
make  anything  approaching  the  old  bags.  Take, 
for  example,  the  river  about  Goresbridge,  a  small 
town  about  eighteen  river  miles  below  Carlow.  In 
'97  and  '98  and  previously  twelve  to  eighteen  fish, 
weighing  a  little  better  than  as  many  pounds,  was 
an  average  good  day.  I  myself  have  often  taken 
well  over  a  score,  returning  perhaps  nearly  as  many 
more,  for  in  those  days  the  pound  limit  was  an 
unwritten  law,  pretty  generally  observed  by  all 
good  sportsmen.  At  that  time  minnow  were  begin 
ning  to  be  troublesome,  but  they  have  since  in- 
creased a  thousandfold,  and  I  beheve  consequently 
trout  fishing  there  has  gone  off  dreadfully,  while 
some  fifteen  miles  further  down  the  deterioration 
is  not  nearly  so  marked. 

Of  course  it  may  be,  and  is  urged,  and  with  con- 
siderable show  of  reason,  that  dry  fly  fishing  on  the 
Barrow  also  commenced  and  ramified  from  Carlow, 
that  fish  run  larger,  and  that  no  river  could  stand 
that  annual  rate  of  depletion.  True,  but  I  submit 
that  dry  fly  fishing  was  not  cause  but  result,  that 
improved  methods  and  tackle  were  forced  on  us  by 
the  increasing  difficulty  in  catching  fish,  and  that 
there  is  not  even  yet  a  rod  per  mile  on  this  river. 
So  that  there  can  be  no  question  of  over  fishing, 
that  trout  are  almost  as  numerous  as  ever,  and  grow 
faster  from  the  quantity  of  mid-river  food,  and  that, 
finally,  there  can  be  no  great  show  of  surface  feeding 
when  the  quoi  are  ruthlessly  devoured  in  the  larval 
stage :  "  If  yez  dhrink  it  in  crame,  yez  can't 
eggspect  to  ate  it  in  butther  "  was  a  dairy-maid's 
unanswerable  reply  to  her  mistress's  angry  expos- 
tulations at  the  scarcity  of  butter  during  the  straw- 
berry season.    Is  it  not  equally  apposite  here  ? 

If  the  tribute  to  the  dry  fly  was  the  cause  of  the 
depreciation,  it  is  the  fish,  not  the  fly  failure  that 
would  show  it.  It  is,  of  course,  possible  that  trout, 
smarting  under  recent  too  close  acquaintance  with 
the  angler's  lure  should  devote  himself  to  a  less 
dangerous  mid-stream  diet,  and  it  is  even  possible 
that  this  mistrust  might  ultimately  become 
hereditary  ;  but  if  they  had  to  depend  on  occasional 
gudgeon  or  fry,  and  the  chances  of  the  depths, 
hunger  would  soon  compel  them  to  turn  their  eyes 
heavenwards  again  towards  the  favourite  and 
accustomed  food.  Now  not  a  yard  of  the  river  but 
supphes  them  with  a  meal,  the  few  flies  are  relegated 
to  the  minnow,  which,  not  content  with  doing 
all  the  mischief  they  can  below,  actually  have 
sometimes  the  audacity  to  attempt  to  fasten 
themselves  to  the  floating  Drake  orthodoxly 
presented  to  a  rising  fish.  And  if  we  accept  the 
more  generally  accepted  causes  of  depletion,  what 
do  we  find  ?  The  Barrow,  or  atleast  its  last  seventy 
or  eighty  miles,  is  immune  from  trout  poaching. 
It  IS  Its  own  most  efficient  protector,  and  by  virtue 
of  Its  own  royal  breadth,  depth,  and  volume 
defies  the  primitive  apphances  of  the  evilly  inclined 
True,  occasionally  a  large  trout  may  blunder  into 
the  bag-nets  which  disgrace  the  gaps  when  salmon 
are  running,  but  broadly  speaking  there  is  no  trout 
poaching  on  the  Barrow  proper. 

As  regards  its  tributaries,  particularly  the  lesser 
ones,  the  toll  to  the  poacher  may  be  counted  in 
tons.  But  what  would  you  ?  Food,  raiment 
liquor  must  be  supplied  to  those  who  thrive  where 
their  neighbours  barely  exist  on  more  honest  if  less 
remunerative  toil.  The  way  of  the  transgressor  is 
easy,  and  with  the  confidence  born  of  long  years  of 
immunity,  he  pUes  his  trade  in  the  open  light  of  day. 
His  father  and  grandfather  were  the  same  before 
him,  and  he  has  forgotten  when  he  did  not  poach. 
Many  of  his  neighbours  are,  or  have  been,  the  same 
and  he  is  sure  of  the  sympathy  and  moral  support 
eren  of  those  who  are  not    Likewise  his  conscience 
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acquits  him.  He  does  not  recognise  the  moral 
turpitude  of  his  wayst  His  only  foe  is  the  water- 
bailiff— often  a  fi-iend,  sometimes  a  relation— and 
at  best,  with  one  man  against  a  countryside 
convictions  are  few  and  far  between 

{To  he  continued.) 


TEOUT  FISHING  WITH  A  MAP 

There  is  probably  not  one  serious  angler  who 
has  not  at  some  time  dropped  across  one  little  nook 
of  river,  the  secret  of  which  he  will  ever  jealously 
guard,  even  as  jealously  as  the  happy  band  of  "  My 
Lady  Nicotine  "'  guarded  "  The  Ai-cadia  Mixture." 
The  other  dominating  joy  of  the  angler's  life  is,  I 
think,  the  dropping  on  a  new  place.  The  search 
for  new  places  is  a  most  fascinating  pastime,  and 
even  when  the  "  new  place  "  turns  out  a  "  frost  "  so 
far  as  trout  are  concerned,  there  is  certain  to  be 
other  compensations  if  one  has  chosen  one's  country 
wisely,  and  with  a  view  to  possible  non-success  on 
the  river.  I  was  just  turning  over  some  old  prints 
this  morning  when  I  came  across  the  three' which 
acconipany  this  article,  and,  presto  !  a  host  of  happy 
reminiscences  rose  to  the  mind  as  eagerly  as  trout 
to  the  May  Fly.  The  reminiscences  bore  me  back 
to  a  sweltering  August  day  in  London,  to  a  stuffy 
room,  to  a  past  year's  self  seated  at  a  table  with  a 
map,  and  (this  most  of  aU)  to  my  longing  ''or'ai 
exchange  to_the  cool_river,  to  the  water-meadows, 


and  the  "swish,  swish"  of  the  drying  fly.  Closelv  fol- 
lowing the  map  my  index  finger  slowly  led  me  along 
the  northern  coast  of  France.    Several  times  we 
stopped  on  our  way— at  Trouville,  Etretat,  Fecamp. 
Quiberville— only  to  pass  on  again.    Just  about 
half  an  inch  from  Quiberville  lies  Dieppe,  but  the 
weather  was  so  oppressive  that  voyaging  became 
onerous,  and  I  took  down  the  railway  guide.  I 
had  never  been  to  Dieppe  before,  and  was  vaguely 
surprised  to  find  that  the  trip  only  took  five  hours 
and  a  little  bit,  and  that  the  fare  was  so  low.  Two 
things  mainly  occupied  my  mind.    The  first  was 
that  the  map  showed  four  separate  rivers  giving 
into  the  main  valley  just  above  the  town,  and  the 
second  was  a  statement  in  the  "  Angler's  Diary," 
having  reference,  I  think,  to  Yvetot :— "  A  request 
addressed  to  almost  any  of  the  hotel-keepers  will 
result  in  getting  you  permission  to  fish."    It  ran 
something  like  this,  and  long  experience  has  shown 
me  that  it  is  applicable  pretty  well  all  over  Nor- 
mandy.   When  I  started  the  following  morning  I 
took  a  bicycle,  and  had  not  yet  made  up  my  mind 
what  to  do  on  landing  at  Dieppe,  but  on  the  way 
across  I  decided  to  go  on  to  Neufchatel,  which  lies 
at  the  top  of  one  of  the  three  valleys  which  give  on 
to  Dieppe.    I  had  some  hours  to  wait  at  Dieppe  for 
the  train,  and  seeing  the  words  "  English  spoken" 
written  up  over  the  Cafe  Suisse,  I  went  inside.  It 
was  the  patron  himself  who  spoke  the  EngUsh,  and 
he  told  me  also  that  he  was  a  fisherman.    I  after- 
wards found  out,  by  the  way,  that  he  was  a  uniquely 
clever  one.    Busy  as  he  was  at  that  time  of  year  he 
elaborately  discussed  my  requirements  with  me,  and 
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advised  me  as  to  what  I  had  best  do.  The  result 
was  another  change  of  plans.  It  appeared  that  th& 
Grand  Hotel  at  Dieppe  had  a  five-kilometre 
stretch  of  water  at  Arques-la-Bataille,  a  Uttle  village 
about  fifteen  minutes  by  train  from  Dieppe.  One 
could  either  stay  in  rooms  in  the  village  and  fish  with 
a  five-franc  day-ticket  or  become  a  cUent  of  the 
hotel,  and  have  one's  fishing  free.  The  day  was 
not  yet  too  far  gone,  so  I  bundled  straight  off  to  the 
hotel,  took  a  room,  a  rod,  and  a  cab,  and  drove  out 
to  Arques.  I  had  told  my  friend  that  I  wanted  a 
bit  of  river  suitable  for  fly,  and  he  had  told  me  that 
I  could  not  find  a  bit  in  the  country  more  suited. 
A  glance  was  enough  to  show  that  he  had  not  exag- 
gerated. My  first  ghmpse  was  from  the  road. 
Down  in  the  valley  the  Uttle  chalk  stream  wound 
along  through  the  lush  greeij  meadows  with  hardly 
a  tree  near  enough  to  hook  the  angler's  fly,  and  the 
photograph  given  shows  one  of  the  few  places  where 
trees  and  other  obstacles  made  fishing  difficult. 
One  thing,  however,  pleased  me  most  of  all.  On  one 
bank  I  saw  that  the  meadows  were  flush  with  the 
water-level ;  in  some  places  even  the  river  was  on  a 
higher  level  than  the  meadows,  and  the  high  arti- 
ficial banks  thus  necessary  to  prevent  an  inundation 
made  up  the  ideal  of  the  trout-stalker.  Already 
fancy  showed  me  rising  fish,  the  httle  fly  saihng 
saucily  down  stream,  the  sheltered  tiny  bay  among 
the  flags,  the  ring  upon  the  still  water,  and  the 
strike.  And  to  think  that  only  a  few  hours  ago  I 
had  been  in  choky,  dusty  London,  knowing  nothing 
of  all  this !  Truly  I  had  achieved  a  triumph  in  the 
art  of  fishing  with  a  map. 

It  was  August  28  when  I  arrived,  having  come 
with  the  intention  of  passing  a  few  days  only,  but 
one  way  and  another  I  lingered  on  till  the  end  of  the 
season  (Oct.  20),  so  much  did  the  httle  place  please 
me.    Fish,    though   plentiful,    were   very  wary, 
though  who  could  expect  them  to  be  otherwise  at 
this  time  of  year.    My  bag  totalled  123,  and  of  the 
total  I  had  64  which  weighed  or  exceeded  the 
pound — my  two  best  weighing  lib.  lOoz.  each. 
Five  weighed  three-quarters  and  over,  and  twenty- 
two  the  half-pound  and  over.    The  rest  were  of  a 
uniform  weight  of  a  quarter.    My  best  creel  held 
ten.    I  also  strangely  enough  caught  two  chub, 
one  weighing  21b.  6oz.    I  say  "  strangely  "  because 
the  river  contains  practically  nothing  but  trout.  I 
spoke  to  five  different  "  rods,"  who  have  regularly 
fished  the  river  for  from  six  to  eight  years  past. 
Four  of  them  had  never  caught  a  chub,  though  the 
fifth  had  caught  no  less  than  eight  in  the  course  of 
his  experience.    Of  very  big  fish  I  should  say  there 
are  few.  though  May  Fly  might  tell  a  different 
story.   I  did  hold  one  of  about  31b. — not  fisherman's 
weight,  but  avoirdupois — and,  alack  !  on  my  very 
fine  summer  tackle  he  broke  me  in  his  leap.  From 
what  I  have  heard  bags  are  good  from  the  opening 
of  the  season  up  to  the  end  of  May  Fly.  Anything 
from  ten  to  fifteen  fish  may  then  be  anticipated.  The 
biggest  creel  I  have  heard  tell  of  contained  forty- 
two,  but  it  is  rather  the  surroundings  than  the  fish 
which  make  the  charm  of  the  place.    For  myself 
my  fishing  fife  has  but  two  objects.    One  is  centred 
in  the  Uttle  "  Arcadia  Mixture "  nook,  which  I 
must  never  reveal  to  anybody,  and  another  has  to 
do  with  my  love  of  fingering  a  map  and  finding 
"  new  places."    If  anything  could  ever  induce  me 
to  strike  a  mean  between  the  two  I  think  my 
"  plump  "  vote  would  go  for  Arques.    This  very 
season  "  as  ever  was  "  I  must  try  it,  and  try  it  at 
the  good  time.    As  for  flies  the  best  is,  as  always, 
the  moistest  and  the  best  presented.    I  was  always 
suppUed  by  the  famous  Wyers  Freres,  of  Paris. 
One  of  the  brothers  is  a  "  mighty "  angler,  and 
knows  all  this  bit  of  country — and  this  river  in 
particular — comme  sa  poche.    He  wiU  most  obUg- 
ingly  endeavour  to  set  you  right  in  this  matter. 

For  such  as  prefer  to  stay  in  the  village  there  are 
deUghtfuUy  clean  and  comfortable  quarters  at  the 
Restaurant  Lejouaille.  The  lady  is  EngUsh,  and 
her  husband,  a  Frenchman,  is  the  ex-chef  of  a  big 
Paris  hotel,  so  needless  to  say  the  cooking  is  good. 
There  are  only  two  bedrooms,  however,  so  to  make 
sure  of  accommodation  one  should  write  in  advance. 
In  the  May  Fly  season,  however,  it  is  advisable  to 
stop  at  the  Grand  Hotel.  During  that  period  the 
day- ticket  costs  twenty  francs,  and  by  staying  at 
the  hotel  you  get  your  ticket  for  nothing. 

Mekcator's  Projection. 

Fly  Fishinq  at  Cabisbbooke. — In  spite  of  the 
cold  and  stormy  weather  two  members  of  the 
Carisbrooke  Fly  Fishing  Association  have  been 
having  good  sport  with  the  trout. 
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ASP  FISHING  IN  SWEDEN. 

The  asp  (Aspius  rapax)  is  a  rather  good  sporting 
fish  in  Sweden.    It  is  found  in  the  south  and  middle 
part  of  our  country,  within  the  region  of  500ft. 
above  the  sea,  but  does  not  frequent  the  highland 
waters.    It  is  pretty  common  in  many  of  the  rivers 
that  have  connection  with  the  great  lakes  Wenern, 
Malaren.  Hjelmaren,  Roxen,  and  Glan,  and  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  river  Eman  in  Smaland.    In  the 
rivers  of  the  beautiful  county  Wermland  parti- 
cularly, those  which  flow  out  into  lake  Wenern, 
you  will  find  the  asp  in  the  rivers  GuUspangselfven 
(elf  =  river),  Klarelfven,  andGlasfjorden.  in  Byelfven, 
and  the  larger  waters  that  stand  in  connection  with 
that  river,  but  not  in  the  smaller  waters  of  the  same 
water  system  ;  an  exception  is  the  Aspelfven,  in 
which  the  asp  formerly  was  abundantly  common  ; 
further,  in  Grassjon,  Lidsjon.  and  Radasjon,  in  the 
district  of  Nedre  Elfdal.    The  asp  prefer  larger 
rivers  and  streams,  and  attains  a  weight  of  221b. 
Fishes  of  121b.  and  15lb.  are  not  rare,  and  the  usual 
weight  when  anghng  is  from  51b.  to  91b.     The  asp 
is  a  scale  fish,  and  looks  like  a  big  bleak.    It  offers 
about  the  same  sport  as  the  chub,  but  is  more  game 
and  fi_ghts  better  for  its  Ufe,  though  not  so  boldly  as 
our  big  lake  trout,  which  you  sometimes  vrill  meet 
with  in  the  same  streams  as  the  asp  frequents. 

The  best  time  of  the  year  to  angle  for  asp  is  a  week 
or  two  after  it  has  spawned.  It  spawns  from  about 
the  middle  of  April  to  the  middle  of  May,  but  the 
spawning  time  will  some  years  occur  earlier  or  later, 
according  to  the  temperature  of  the  weather.  It 
spawns  in  running  water  and  streams,  and  the  eggs 
adhere  to  stones,  gravel,  grass,  and  logs,  both  in 
shallow  water  and  deeper  parts  of  the  river.  An 
average  female  asp  has  from  80,000  to  200,000  eggs. 
The  asp  grows  rather  fast,  and  when  one  year  old  it 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

Most  of  the  fishing  is  done  from  a  boat,  trolling  a 
bleak  out  over  the  stern,  letting  out  about  twenty 
yards  of  fine.  You  sit  in  the  boat  with  your  back 
towards  the  boatman,  who  rows  the  boat  slowly 
zig-zag  over  the  river  gradually  going  downwards 
with  the  water.  Two  fellows  can  fish  at  one  time, 
sitting  close  to  each  other.  Many  rivers  offer 
places  where  the  fishing  can  be  done  by  spinning,  or 
casting  the  bleak  in  the  Thames  trout-spinning 
style  from  the  bank,  and  that  gives,  in  my  opinion, 
more  pleasure  than  waUiing  along  the  banks  hstening 
to  the  splashes  of  the  fish,  and  throwing  your  bait 
in  the  very  waves  the  fish  have  made.  But,  of 
course,  from  the  bank  you  cannot  kill  so  many  fish, 
not  being  able  to  get  at  all  the  fish  in  the  broad 
waters  that  the  asp  as  a  rule  frequents. 

The  usual  bait  is  a  bleak,  about  3|in.  long,  put  on 
a  flight  made  of  two  trebles  on  a  strand  of  stout 
lake  gut  or  fight  salmon  gut.  The  bleak  is  sewn  on 
the  gut  at  its  mouth  by  linen  thread,  and  sUghtly 
curved  in  at  the  same  time.  That  way  of  putting 
on  the  bleak  looks  very  neat,  and  you  can  dispense 
with  the  Hp-hook,  which  is  always  apt  to  get  broken. 
The  asp  has  no  teeth  in  the  jaws,  and  once  on  the 
hooks  it  seldom  shakes  itself  loose,  and  most  of  the 
fish  that  are  hooked  you  are  able  to  land. 

The  asp  takes  also  the  fly  pretty  well,  and  with  the 
fly  I  have  sent  you  I  have  had  good  luck  among 
them.  It  is  a  fly  of  my  own  make,  and  looks 
something  between  an  Alexandra  and  a  Silver  Grey. 
The  composition  is  as  follows  -.—Tag  :  Silver  twist 
and  golden  yellow  silk.  Tail :  Some  strands  from 
a  feather  from  the  collar  of  Amherst  pheasant,  and 
a  short  tuft  of  metallic  green  sword  feathers  of  the 
peacock ;  black  herl.  Body :  Flat  silver  tinsel, 
ribbed  with  fine  oval  tinsel,  and  a  silver- white  cock's 
hackle  along  the  body  from  the  first  turn  of  the 
oval    tinsel.    Throat:     Grey    widgeon  strongly 
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measures  a  length  of  6in.  When  the  asp  is  in  good 
condition,  plump  and  fat,  it  is  estimated  as  our  best 
fish  of  the  family  Cyprinidse.  After  the  spa^-ning 
time  it  takes  position  in  the  river  where  there  is  a 
good  supply  of  bleak,  and  gluttoning  on  them  it 
soon  regains  its  force  and  condition  after  the 
nuptial  celebrations. 

The  asp  is  a  rather  shy  fish  in  the  daytime,  and 
seldom  can  you  make  a  big  catch  in  the  bright  day. 
In  the  evening,  just  at  sunset  and  after,  is  the  time 
to  fish.  It  then  goes  close  to  the  banks  or  up  in 
shallow  water  to  feed,  and  it  is  a  fine  sight  to  see 
the  asp  hunting  for  food  on  the  shallows.  It 
jumps  often  out  of  the  water,  and  makes  much 
noise,  which  sounds  very  interesting  to  the 
fisherman  when  out  for  sport.  Many  a  time  it 
splashes  the  water  high  up  in  the  trees  along  the 
bank,  and  when  the  sun  has  set  it  seems  to  put  aside 
its  shyness,  and  bites  splendidly.  The  asp  is,  as  a 
rule,  gregarious,  and  often  you  can  catch  three  or 
four  in  a  single  corner  of  the  river. 

I  send  you  a  photo  showing  a  mixed  bag, 
chiefly  asp,  made  in  a  night's  fishing  in  the 
river  Motala  Strom,  between  the  lakes  Roxen 
and  Glan.  That  part  of  the  river  is  in  the 
very  neighbourhood  of  my  domicile,  about  half  an 
hour  by  rail,  and  many  a  night  I  have  taken  the 
eight  o'clock  train,  fishing  from  nine  to  one,  and 
returning  by  the  two  o'clock  train  in  the  morning. 
In  May  and  June  the  sport,  as  a  rule,  has  been 
rather  good.  That  time  of  the  year  the  night  is  not 
dark  here.  The  darkest  part  of  the  night  has  the 
appearance  of  twihght,  and  it  never  grows  quite 
dark.  Between  two  and  three  o'clock^it  is  bright 
day  again.  The  catch  shown  on  the  photo  con- 
sists of  nine  asp,  two  lake  trout,  one  chub,  and 
several  fine  perch,  the  lot  weighing  almost  501b. 


barred  on  grey  teal.  Wings:  Peacock  sword 
feathers,  richly  covered  with  hght|  bustard  and 
some  strips  of  red-dyed  swan,  finished  with  strips  of 
widgeon.    Head  :  Black  herl. 

The  fly  enclosed  is  dressed  on  hook  2-0,  and  that 
size  we  use  when  trolhng  with  the  fly  in  deeper 
waters.  If  you  come  across  a  company  of  asp 'on 
the  shallows  you  had  better  use  smaller  flies, 
particularly  when  casting  with  your  fly  rod.  For 
trolling  an  ordinary  Thames  trout-spinning  rod  is 
very  good,  and  for  casting  the  fly  a  14ft.  or  15ft. 
grilse  rod  will  do  well. 

Living  in  a  part  of  Sweden  where  the  asp  is  con- 
stantly to  be  found  in  many  streams  I  am  greatly 
indebted  to  that  fish  for  many  a  hvely  gallop  that 
it  has  played  on  my  swirhng  reel,  and  the  fight 
June  nights,  with  the  sound  of  splashing  asp.  will 
ever  be  green  in  my  memory.  G.  Hyden. 


SPEING  FLIES. 

With  the  first  warm  breath  of  March  bringing 
forth  the  buds  on  the  hedgerows,  and  the  trees, 
which  have  till  now  stretched  forth  their  bare  and 
blackened  branches  like  gaunt  spectres  throughout 
the  long,  dull  wintry  days,  showing  signs  of  returning 
animation,  all  Nature  seems  to  wake.  The  air  is 
sweetly  vibrant  with  the  music  of  skylarks,  and 
from  the  louder  and  more  cheerful  note  of  the  birds 
all  seem  jubilant  as  if  welcoming  the  advent  of 
spring.  Now  is  the  time  when  the  fly-fisher  hies 
him  to  his  favourite  stream,  eager  to  take  what 
advantage  he  may  in  having  the  first  chance  at  the 
finny  inhabitants,  who,  he  fondly  hopes,  may  be 
eagerly  expectant  after  a  long  fast  from  surface 
food.    What  a  wondrous  time  is  spring !  All 


Nature  seems  as  if  by  the  wafting  of  some  magi- 
cian s  wand  to  leap  into  fife,  and  what  a  study  for 
the  observant  mind  if  the  day  be  warm  and  dull  for 
then  myriads  of  insects  come  forth  in  whirling 
dancing  companies  to  Uve  a  few  brief,  mad,  mer^ 
hours  of  life.  From  about  ten  in  the  morning  until 
two  or  three  in  the  afternoon  these  flights  of 
ephemera  make  glad  the  trout  that  swarm  forth 
from  winter  lurking-places  to  the  shallows,  each 
eager  to  get  his  full  share  of  the  ofive  and  other 
duns  that  make  up  this  gay  company,  and  if  the 
conditions  of  the  stream  are  favourable  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  March  Brown  and  produces  them  in 
good  quantities,  the  trout  levy  heavy  toll  on  this 
insect,  for  it  forms  the  staple  diet  of  their  first  great 
banquet  of  the  season,  and  it  is  to  them  what  the 
Grannom,  Alder,  and  May  Fly  are  later  on  in  the 
year.  At  intervals  a  swarm  of  the  fresh-hatched 
insects  IS  blown  by  a  fight  breeze  across  the  river. 
Then  every  trout  from  the  wary  two-pounder  to 
the  small  fry  is  alert,  and  their  snappings  as  they 
rise  trouble  the  water  from  bank  to  bank.  A  short 
time  since,  before  the  advent  of  the  March  Brown, 
not  a  trout  could  be  seen  on  the  shallows,  and  not 
a  rmg  disturbed  the  calm  of  the  deep  pools.  The 
thick  of  the  rise  does  not  last  long,  but  during  this 
time  It  IS  as  though  heavy  rain  beat  upon  the  water. 
Now  and  then  a  troutlet  leaps  into  the  air  and 
seizes  deftly  upon  a  fly  ;  the  brown  snout  of  a  big 
fish  cleaves  the  ripples,  and  poised  a  few  inches 
below  the  surface  a  shoal  of  yearUngs  dash  upwards 
at  every  hapless  insect  that  dances  lightly  on  the 
stream. 

Suddenly  March  Browns  vanish.    There  is  no 
gleam  of  golden  belly  in  the  swift  current,  and  rings 
cease  to  ruffle  the  surface  of  the  pools  and  streams. 
The  monster  under  yon  alder  bush  is  as  motionless 
as  a  pike  ;  the  smaller  trout,  with  their  heads  to  the 
stream,  maintain  their  position  by  a  shght  constant 
movement  of  the  tail,  but  they  are  all  s^^imming 
deeper  than  they  were  a  while  ago,  and  there  is  none 
of  that  hovering  near  the  surface  with  the  occa- 
sional sudden  darting  upward  in  that  eager  and  ex- 
pectant manner  that  betokens  the  feeding  fish.  Not 
a  fly  is  visible,  and  the  fish  appear  to  have  had  their 
fill.    Anon  comes  another  hatch  of  March  Browns. 
Tyhat  is  the  fascination  of  the  water  that  they 
cannot  leave  it  when  the  zephyr  has  gently  blown 
them  thither,  or  when  they  have  risen  from  the  bed 
of  the  river  and  hatched  on  the  surface  ?    One  by 
one  they  disappear  into  the  greedy  maws  of  the 
lurking    enemy.    Many   months    (usually  about 
twelve)  have  gone  to  the  making  of  those  gossamer 
wings  and  all  the  dehcate  portions  of  these  tiny 
sprites  of  the  air,  and  yet  within  a  few  moments  of 
their  sudden  emergence  from  their  larval  skin  into 
the  sunfight  many  thousands  of  them  flutter  to 
instant  obUvion.    At  every  rise  a  comrade  goes  to 
his  death  ;  still  the  crowd  dances  wildly  over  the 
gaping  jaws  beneath  the  flood,  dallying  with  destruc- 
tion, while  they  enjoy  the  transient  ecstasy  of  a  few 
glorious  hours  of  maturity  and  exercise  of  wing. 
Now,  even  as  I  write,  all  this  is  changed,  for  a  blinding 
hailstorm  is  in  progress,  and  the  surface  of  the  river 
is  lashed  into  miniature  waves  by  the  keen  north 
wind,  and  smitten  with  the  chill  the  Jlarch  Browns 
fall  limp  upon  the  grass  or  cling  about  the  reeds  or 
sedges  till  the  blast  passes  and  the  sun  peeps  out 
again.    You  may  pick  up  one  of  the  insects  and 
examine  it  closely,  for  the  cold  has  paralysed  the 
power  of  flight.    The  wings  are  a  faint  bro«Ti 
colour  with   strong   bro-svn  ner^oires,   the  body 
reddish-brown  with  fawn-coloured  stripes  or  ribs, 
and  the  legs  more  or  less  brown  or  dirty  orange. 

No  tier  of  artificial  flies  has  ever  produced  an 
exact  imitation  of  the  natural  March  Bro^\^l.  If 
you  will  cast  your  fly  amid  the  rings  of  the  rising 
trout  when  the  real  insect  is  on  the  water  you  will 
notice  at  once  the  dissimilarity  of  colouring.  The 
old  and  astute  trout  that  has  risen  a  score  of  times 
this  morning  to  the  genuine  March  Brown  refuses 
your  lure  every  time  you  cast  it  Ughtly  a  foot  or  so 
above  his  nose  ;  at  the  first  cast  he  rose  indifferently, 
but  one  glance  of  the  wily  eye  sufficed  to  undeceive 
him,  and  he  drew  back  much  quicker  than  he 
sprang.  Only  in  an  imperfect  fight  or  when  urged 
by  unusual  hunger  may  vou  hope  to  hook  him 
To-day  full  gorged  with  natural  flies  he  knows  too 
well  the  look  of  the  March  Brown  of  Nature's 
making,  for  he,  in  common  with  all  his  kind,  is  a 
past-master  in  the  science  of  entomology. 

There  remains  a  great  deal  to  be  found  out  before 
we  can  say  that  we  have  even  a  colourable  imita- 
tion of  this  beautiful  insect,  and  yet  the  March 
Brown  of  commerce  is  one  of  the  most  useful  flies 
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that  an  angler  can  have  in  his  book,  for  it  will  kill  on 
almost  any  stream,  whether  populated  with  the 
natural  March  Brown  or  not.  I  know  of  several 
streams  where  the  usual  stereotyped  March  Brown 
of  the  fly  dresser  is  the  best  fly  to  use  in  the  opening 
weeks  of  the  season,  although  the  natural  fly  is 
a  stranger  to  those  waters.  Anyone  acquainted 
with  the  general  characteristics  of  the  larval  form 
of  this  fly  will,  by  comparing  it  with  other  forms  of 
larva  of  the  ephemera,  see  that  by  nature  it  is 
adapted  more  for  stony  and  fast-running  streams 
than  for  the  quieter  and  smooth-flowing  chalk 
streams  of  our  southern  counties.  It  belongs  to  the 
class  of  what  are  termed  "  flat  larvce,"  and,  as  their 
name  indicates,  aU  parts  of  the  body  are  flattened 
out  and  broad  in  proportion  to  their  length.  Mr. 
F.  M.  Halford  says  : — "  This  flat  shape  enables  them 
to  cling  closely  to  the  underside  of  stones,  where 
they  are  usually  found  ;  they  do  not  indulge  in 
digging,  like  the  larvise  of  the  May  Fly,  and  are 
better  able  to  swim  than  them,  the  thin  form  of  their 
bodies  causing  them  to  be  less  affected  by  the 
current  and  their  flattened  legs  serving  as  fins  ;  it  is, 
therefore,  not  surprising  that  they  frequent  rapid, 
stony  streams." 

Notwithstanding  that  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
March  Brown  is  found  only  in  certain  streams,  as  I 
have  stated  above,  there  are  few  rivers  where  the 
artificial  representation  will  not  take  fish  in  the 
\  opening  weeks  of  the  season,  and  this  is  more 
because  it  bears  a  resemblance  to  the  larval  form  of 
flies  than  to  any  claim  it  may  have  to  being  a  good 
copy  of  the  natural  fly.  There  are  many  dressings 
of  this  noted  fly,  and  doubtless  each  fly-tier,  be  he 
amateur  or  professional,  has  his  own  pet  diessing, 
but  for  general  utility  the  orthodox  dressing  is  so 
far  hard  to  beat.  Although  it  is  impossible  to 
exactly  copy  the  fairy  body  and  gossamer  wing  of 
the  ]\Iarch  Brown,  there  are  several  feathers  used  in 
the  different  dressings,  each  of  which  are  con- 
sidered good  in  their  way  ;  amongst  the  best  known 
are  the  reddish-brown  feather  from  hen  pheasant's 
wing,  and  sometimes  the  tail  feather  of  same  bird, 
well-mottled  woodcock  wing  feather,  dark-mottled 
faather  of  partridge  wing,  and  also  partridge  tail 
feathei;.  The  tails  and  legs  do  not  admit  of  so  much 
variety  in  material,  inasmuch  as  the  materials 
mostly  used  are  a  very  good  copy,  these  being  for 
legs  the  brown-speckled  feather  from  the  back  of  a 
partridge,  and  for  tails  two  fibres  of  same  or  speckled 
partridge  tail.  For  the  body  we  have  a  much  larger 
choice  of  materials,  chief  amongst  them  being  the 
dark  fur  from  the  hare's  ear,  and  the  various  shades 
of  red-brown  fur  from  the  hare's  face,  hare's  ear  and 
yellow  mohair  mixed,  i-ed  squirrel  fur,  fur  from 
fox's  ear.  Any  of  these  can  be  ribbed  with  fine  flat 
gold  for  large  patterns,  and  fine  gold  -ndre,  or  orange 
silk,  yellow  silk,  or  fawn  or  lemon-coloured  silk  for 
small  patterns.  Horsehair  dyed  in  Crawshaw's 
Red  Spinner  and  ribbed  with  pale  lemon  silk  also 
makes  an  excellent  body  ;  while  a  body,  beloved  of 
Devonshire  fishermen,  is  made  from  a  few  fibres  from 
the  centre  tail  feather  of  a  cock  pheasant.  There  is 
yet  another  material  for  the  body  of  this  fly,  and 
that  is  a  strip  of  celluloid,  and  this  bids  fair  to  rival 
in  excellence  the  best  of  any  of  those  given  above. 
With  the  above  materials  the  amateur  should  be 
able  to  produce  a  March  Brown  that  will  take  fish  on 
any  stream,  and  to  such  I  would  recommend  a  close 
study  of  the  natural  fly  if  he  is  fortunate  enough  to 
be  on  a  stream  when  the  rise  is  on.  He  will  find  it 
time  well  spent. 

I  The  blustering  of  March  ia  often  tempered  by  days 
of  genial  sunshine,  when  air  and  water  abound  with 
newly- awakened  life,  and  the  earth  is  full  of  bursting 
energy.  In  such  weather,  when  the  white  violet 
perfumes  the  air  and  the  birds  are  in  fullest  song,  it 
is  one  of  the  chief  delights  which  the  true  angler 
may  enjoy  to  wander  by  the  river-side  and  watch 
the  trout  rise  eagerly  at  the  March  Browns  or  other 
spring  flies.  E.  F.  Goodwin. 


"THAT  BIG  TROUT." 
"  Was  it  a  big  'un  ?  " 

"Aye!  as  long  as  my  arm,  and  my  rod  went 
smash  as  if  it  was  made  of  a  carrot  instead  of 
lance  wood." 

Such  was  the  gist  of  a  conversation  I  heard  some 
time  ago  a  short  distance  from  the  river  side,  and 
one  of  the  speakers  held  in  his  hand  a  rod,  the  top 
of  which-  was  broken,  and  upon  which  he  ever  and 
anon  ruefully  cast  his  eyes  and  sighed.  He  had 
evidently,  fisherman  like,  contrived  to  hook  some 


"  monster  of  the  deep,''  which  in  the  long  run 
proved  too  strong  for  the  tackle; 

I  had  often  heard  of  a  trout  of  unusual  size  which 
for  some  years  had  frequented  a  certain  portion  of 
a  well-known  river  in  the  North  of  England. 
Though  never  being  fortunate  enough  to  see  it 
myself,  others,  on  whose  word  I  could  place  the  most 
implicit  reliance,  had  done  so — a  fish  of  something 
like  7lb.  in  weight,  not  a  black,  overgrown,  aged, 
and  tough  salmo  fario,  but  a  light-coloured  fish, 
short  and  thick  and  well  fed,  altogether  unlike 
what  large  brook  trout  are  as  a  rule.  From  the 
direction  the  man  with  the  rod  came  I  judged  he 
had  had  hold  of  that  fish.  This  was  in  May,  a  time 
of  the  year  when  trout  rise  best.  If  the  weather  be 
dull  they  can  be  caught  in  the  daytime,  and  what- 
ever the  elements  in  the  evening  and  at  night. 
Moreover,  they  are  now  in  good  condition,  fat  and 
toothsome,  quite  unlike  their  soft,  flabby  selves 
earlier  in  the  season  before  the  tempting  March 
Brown  appears  on  the  water  in  its  millions,  affording 
food  for  the  trout  and  sport  to  the  angler.  In 
May,  too,  insect  life  is  not  on  the  rivers  in  such 
enormous  quantities  as  later  in  the  year  when 
trout  become  shy  and  suspicious  and  altogether 
mighty  particular  what  they  will  rise  to. 

Oh  !  could  I  but  land  that  big  trout  I  would  die 
happy.  What  would  he  take  best  ?  Fly,  minnow, 
or  worm  ?  When  will  he  feed  best  ?  At  morning, 
noon,  or  night  ?  These  questions  I  asked  myself 
repeatedly.  I  dreamed  of  that  trout  when  asleep, 
and  thought  of  it  when  awake.  Perhaps  now  that 
it  had  got  one  lot  of  tackle  in  its  capacious  jaw  it 
would  be  wary  and  shy  in  future,  and  look  well 
before  it  leaped  at  any  doubtful  looking  bait  or 
delusion.  At  the  earliest  opportunity  I  took  my 
rod  and  tried  well  the  water  where  the  "big  trout" 
frequented,  not  so  much  with  any  idea  of  catch- 
ing him,  as  I  would  have  been  quite  satisfied  with 
even  a  glimpse  of  his  great  spotted  sides.  But 
even  this  was  not  vouchsafed  me.  I  caught  a  few 
nice  little  fish  of  about  five  to  the  pound,  and 
indeed  once  or  twice  hooked  something  larger,  but 
still  nothing  out  of  the  way,  and  so  the  season 
went  on.  Men  working  at  a  mill  near  the  spot 
continually  saw  the  monster  roaming  about 
in  the  dam  where  it  had  its  habitation.  No 
one  again  hooked  it  that  season  so  far  as  I  am 
aware.  Spawning  time  came ;  the  big  trout 
left  its  home  in  the  deeps,  sought  a  companion, 
and  ran,  or  rather  swam,  up  the  river  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  or  so  until  she  reached  a  nice  gravel  bed. 
Here  she  deposited  her  spawn,  over  which  her 
companion  shed  his  milt  and  so  impregnated  the 
the  ova.  Her  mate  was  a  fish  of  about  12oz. 
in  weight.  Maternal  duties  over,  "  my  trout,"  as  I 
had  got  to  call  it,  returned  to  the  deep  water,  where 
it  lay  almost  dormant  during  the  frosts  of  winter. 
All  this  the  river  watcher  told  me  ;  he  saw  the  fish 
and  her  companion  on  the  "redd"  on  three  or  four 
different  occasions. 

Another  spring  came  round,  the  hedges  had 
burst  into  bloom,  the  thrush,  the  lark,  and  the 
blackbird  carolled  forth  in  ecstasy  as  though  they 
were  pleased  at  the  last  departure  of  snow  from 
the  mountain  tops.  The  luscious  duns  had  sailed 
staidly  down  the  stream,  and  the  trout  went 
"  plop,  plop  "  as  they  came  to  the  surface  and  sucked 
in  their  daily  food.  A  grand  day  for  fishing  it  was 
when  for  the  first  time  in  that  year  I  visited 
the  haunts  of  the  big  trout.  I  inquired  of  the  first 
man  I  met  about  that  fish.  He  (the  man)  was  a 
stranger  to  the  place  and  knew  nothing  of  it ;  but 
I  later  on  saw  a  local  fisherman,  who  informed  me 
that  the  subject  of  my  inquiry  had  not  been  seen 
that  year.  Indeed,  it  was  thought  a  late  severe 
winter  had  destroyed  most  of  the  trout  in  many 
portions  of  the  river.  To  prove  the  fallacy  of  this 
I  showed  the  man  what  fish  I  had  got,  about 
twenty-six  trout,  5lb.  in  weight  or  so.  I  added  to 
my  basket  that  day,  but  not  a  glimpse  or  a  sight 
did  I  get  of  what  I  longed  for. 

St.  Lubbock  came  round,  and  this  is  holiday 
time.  Brightly  shone  the  sun  on  the  Monday  and 
cloudless  was  the  sky.  Certainly  not  a  fishing 
morning,  yet  I  had  arranged  with  a  friend  to  fish 
on  that  day.  Where  to  go  with  any  chance  of 
killing  a  dish  of  trout  was  a  mystery.  Suddenly 
it  struck  me  that  a  few  might  be  taken  by  "  bob- 
bing "  or  "dapping" — that  is,  impaling  a  live  fly 
on  a  hook  and  dropping  it  over  or  between  the 
bushes  and  trees  at  the  riverside,  dangling  it  on  the 
top  of  the  water  until  -the  fish  took  it.  This  is  a 
nice  kind  of  sport  for  a  change.  There  should  be 
two  of  you  though  to  one  rod,  one  to  land  the  fish 


in  the  net,  for  it  is  mostly  almost  impossible  to  do 
so  with  the  rod  in  the  hand  amongst  the  branches, 
and  you  are  fishing  from  a  high  bank.  In  due 
time  we  went  up  the  river  to  a  favourite  spot  of 
mine.  Rods  were  tied  up  and  a  few  live  flies 
caught.  I  had  already  seen  some  nice  trout  sailing 
about  under  the  trees,  but  a  little  too  far  from  the 
side  to  allow  my  fly  being  dropped  before  their 
noses.  There  were  some  men  fishing  a  little  higher 
up  the  river  than  where  I  was,  and  as  the  fish  did 
not  appear  to  have  any  idea  of  coming  within  reach 
I  left  my  place  to  have  a  chat  with  the  fellows  just 
above.  They  had  caught  two  or  three  trout,  and 
one  of  them  had,  he  said,  got  broken  twice  by  a  big 
fish  not  far  from  where  we  were  talking.  Inquisi- 
tively I  asked  its  weight. 

"  Why  !  I  don't  know,"  said  the  man,  "but  it's 
a  big  'un ;  mebbee  five  or  six  pund." 

My  heart  was  into  my  mouth  directly  ;  we  were 
not  half-a-mile  from  the  spot — the  haimt  for  years 
of  my  big  trout,  and  might  it  not  be  the  same  fish? 
The  man  who  had  hooked  it  said  there  was  no  use 
trying  to  catch  it.  for  it  broke  the  line  like  any- 
thing, the  place  in  which  it  was  being  very  difficult 
to  fish.  I  learned  that  the  spot  where  this  trout 
fed  could  only  be  reached  by  putting  your  rod  top 
through  a  small  opening  between  two  branches  of 
trees,  your  rod  could  not  be  straightened  up,  and 
you  could  neither  move  up  nor  down  ;  indeed,  the 
fish  if  hooked  would  have  to  be  "played"  under 
the  most  adverse  circumstances.  Ultimately  I  gave 
the  man  a  shilling  to  show  me  where  the  fish  lay. 

"  It's  there,"  he  said,  as  a  great  black  object 
sailed  round  evidently  on  the  look  out  for  a  fly.  I 
put  on  my  hook  a  large  "  bluebottle,"  and  with  not 
more  than  a  foot  of  line  dangling  from  the  rod 
slipped  the  end  of  the  latter  through  the  opening 
and  dropped  the  fly  on  to  the  water.  A  moment 
of  intense  suspense,  and  then  I  saw  the  shadow  of 
the  fish  as  its  cause  swam  round.  An  instant  and 
the  shadow  was  lost  to  sight. 

"  Hush,  it  s  coming  !  "  and  the  snout  of  a  large 
trout  was  at  my  fly. 

"  That's  it,"  whispered  the  man. 

The  fish  sailed  slowly  away  for  a  yard  or  two, 
then  suddenly  turned  round  and  swam  open 
mouthed  at  my  "bluebottle."  I  lowered  the  point 
of  my  rod,  and  as  the  fish  turned  I  had  him  fast. 
There  I  held  him  at  the  top  of  the  water,  which  he 
made  fiy  in  all  directions.  I  knew  should  I  give 
him  line  he  would  break  away  by  becoming  en- 
tangled in  the  trees  which  overhung  the  pool,  and 
whilst  he  was  in  full  vigour  of  his  splashing  the 
landing-net  was  slipfied  underneath  him  and  the  trout 
was  landed.  But  what  an  object !  Indeed,  he  was 
not  the  fish  of  my  dreams,  but  a  black,  lanky,  ill- 
conditioned  brute  of  not  more  than  lib.  in  weight 
and  about  twenty  inches  in  length.  The  shades 
by  which  he  was  surrounded  in  the  water  made 
him  look  very  much  larger  than  he  actually  was. 
My  big  trout  yet  lived !  That  was  some  consola- 
tion for  the  disappointment  at  the  size  and  condition 
of  the  fish  I  had  captured. 

Another  season  came  round,  and  once  more  I 
was  at  the  stream  side,  near  the  haunt  of  the  big 
trout.  I  was  fishing  away,  never  heeding  anything 
other  than  the  capture  of  the  little  trout  which 
were  rising  well  on  all  sides  of  me. 

"Hi,  Mr.  Sprint!"  a  voice  called  some  yards 
away.  Looking  rormd  I  saw  a  man  motioning  as 
though  he  wanted  to  speak  to  me.  On  approaching 
him : 

"You're  t'  man  as  was  after  t'  big  trout  t'other 
year,  weren't  you  ?  "  said  he. 

"  Yes,"  said  I.    "  What's  become  of  it  ?  " 

"  I'll  show  you  him,"  said  he,  "  if  you'll  follow 
me  quietly." 

You  may  be  sure  that  I  did  not  want  asking 
twice.  I  put  several  questions,  and  even  the  liberal 
use  of  the  contents  of  my  flask  failed  to  get  an 
answer  from  my  guide.  The  man  was  dumb.  I 
followed  him  down  to  the  dam  side,  and  as  he  took 
me  through  the  mill  yard  I  began  to  think  the  trout 
was  lying  in  one  of  the  deep  dubs  just  below  the 
tail  race,  a  likely  spot  from  which  to  take  him. 

"  Tom,"  said  my  guide  to  a  lad  who  was  passing, 
"is  t'  fish  there  yet  ?  " 

"Aye,"  was  the  reply.  "It  was  five  minutes 
since." 

A  few  yards  further,  and  we  ■  reached  the  river 
side  again. 

"  There  it  is,"  said  the  workman,  and  I  peered 
into  the  water.    "  Not  there— here !  " 

I  looked  round,  and  lying  high  and 'dry  on  a 
heap  of  rubbish  wore  the  remains  of  a  trout  which 
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S.  ALLCOGK  &  CO.,  Limited, 

Telegraph:  "ALLCOCK.  REDDITCH."  -W-m  -m—m  -m-^  -m-^  m  mm  m.^^^m-^  WUnT  T70  A  T  P    nXTT  \r 

Telephone :  No,  2  REDDITCH.  -BtCj  JLj  --M_JJ  J  B     1         ^  »— ■  WnOLr/SALE  ONLY. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Tackle,  Hooks,  &c.,  in  the  World. 


Branch  Houses — 
PARIS : 

77,  Rue  Rambuteau. 


TRADE  MARK. 

CANADA;  Tobosto, 

Gut  Factory : 
MUECIA,  SPAIN. 


GRAND  PRK 

PARIS 


Wholesale  Agents 
In  all  the  Pp.iNcri'AL  I'own-; 

IN  ElROl'K  AND  AMKlirCA. 

VIENNA: 

M.  OiU>  Xoot,  111,  nemiiarkt 
I^ageigasse,  2. 


cm 

T"ADE  MARK. 

MELBOURNE: 

Mr.  J.  D.  Wragg,  Cocluano 
Street,  Elesteniwlck. 


Brussels,  1897  EXPOSITION  UNIVERSEIIE  1900         Brussels,  1897 

GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  TWENTY-TWO  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 

THE  "BADEN-POWELL"  PATTERNS  SALMON  FLIES,  on  single  and  double  hooks;  none  genuine 
without  Baden-Powell's  signature. 

THE  ALUMINIUM  "AERIAL"  REEL,  with  line  guard  and  deep  flange. 

THE  "STANDARD"  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES,  dressed  on  the  "Model  Perfect"  Hooks. 


For  SALMON,  GRILSE,  TROUT,  and  GRAYLING, 

THE  "HERCULES "  CUT  CASTS 

ARE  THE  STRONGEST  AND  BEST. 

They  will  Last  at  least  Three  Times  Longer  than  any  other. 

We  claim  that  by  Steeping  the  Gut  in  our  Special  Preparation  the  pliabiUty  and  softness  is  so 
greatly  increased  that  the  subsequent  process  of  knotting  it  into  Casts  does  not  injure  it  in  the  least. 

It  not  only  gives  to  the  Gut  flexibility  and  greater  strength,  but  also  durability,  as  the  Prepara- 
tion protects  it  from  the  action  of  air  and  light. 


.  .  .  Press  Notices 


THE  FIELD. 


"  We  have  made  experiments  with  pieces  of  this  gut,  and  were  able  to  fasten 
eyed  hooks  to  a  strand  without  the  necessity  of  wetting  it  previously.  This,  of 
course,  is  an  enormous  gain.  The  pliability  and  softness  of  the  gut  under  this 
special  preparation  is  a  fact  obvious  to  anyone  who  sees  and  handles  it,  and  to  be 
able  to  knot  on  a  fly  with  gut  that  has  not  been  previously  wetted,  without  crack- 
ing it  is  very  strong  evidence  in  its  favour.  It  seems  to  be  not  only  a  real  novelty, 
but  a  very  important  invention." 

LAND  AND  WATER. 

"  The  new  casts  are  happily  named  the  '  Hercules,'  for  they  combine  flexi- 
bility with  great  strength.  Anglers  who  take  a  keen  interest  in  all  details  which 
go  to  make  up  a  successful  day's  sport  should  lose  no  time  in  ordering  them. 
In  knotting  a  cast  together  the  gut  should  be  as  pliable  and  soft  as  possible." 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 

"  We  have  no  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  special  preparation,  but  mora 
beautifully  tapered  well  made  three  yard  casts  we  have  seldom  seen." 

THE   ROD  AND  GUN. 

"  The  '  Hercules '  Casts  are  extremely  soft  and  flexible  to  the  touch." 

THE  ANGLER. 

"  We  have  carefully  examined  the  knots  in  a  dozen  '  Hercules  '  Casts  sent  to 
us  by  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  &  Co.,  and  cannot  find  the  faintest  mark  caused  by  tying. 
The  gut  is  much  more  flexible  than  under  ordinary  conditions.  It  feels,  between 
the  finger  and  thumb,  like  a  good  round  hair.  Anglers  know  the  soft  feel  of  hair. 
The  gut  in  these  casts  approaches  hair  in  consistency,  so  that  the  claim  of 
flexibility  is  all  right.  The  casts  are  perfect  at  the  knots  and  in  no  cas3  is  the 
gut  marked." 


THE   "HERCULES"  CASTS   ARE   NUMBERED   AS  UNDER: 


No.  3490.  Fine,  Medium,  and  Strong. 
„   3491.  Strongest  for  Lake  Fishing. 
,,   3492.  Extra  Fine,  undra^vn. 
„   3498.  X,  XX,  xxx  Fine. 


No.  8494.  Light  Salmon. 
,,   3495.  Strong  Salmon. 

3496.  Extra  Strong  Salmon. 
„   3497.  Extra  Extra  Strong  Salmon. 


No.  3498.  May  Fly  Casts,  tapered  strong  to 
3x  Fine. 

,,   3499.  Tapered    Undrawn    Trout  Ca^^ts, 
medium  to  2x  Fine. 


All  the  above  are  made  from  the  very  best  selected  Spanish  Gut,  and  each  Cast  carefully  tested. 

THE  FINEST  AND  BEST. 


THE  STRONGEST. 
66 


Each.  Cast  is  labelled  "  Hercules." 

99 


THE  ABOVE  CAN  BE  HAD  FROM  ANY  GOOD  TACKLE  DEALER. 
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in  life  must  have  been  at  least  81b.  in  weight.  Far 
advanced  in  decomposition  as  it  was  I  gazed  upon 
that  fish  until  awakened  from  my  reverie  by  the 
sound  of  voices  calling  out "  April  Fool !  "  Whether 
I  was  a  fool  or  not  there  lay  my  fishj  It  had  been 
taken  out  from  the  river  close  to  the  mill  the  day 
previous,  having  doubtless  like  many  other  large 
trout  died  a  natural  death,  or  maybe  the  mill- 
wheel  had  killed  it.  Sprint. 


FEESH-WATEK  AQUAKIA.* 
By  the  Rev.:  Gregoey  G,  Bateman,  A.K.Oj 

{Continued  from  page  214.) 
CHAPTER  YLIL—continued; 
There  are  some  very  beautiful  httle  fish  called 
Paradise  Fish  (Polyacanthusviridi-auratus)  (Fig.  UO), 
which  are  in  every  way  suitable  for  the  aquarium. 
They  were  taken  from  a  brook  near  Canton,  China, 
and  brought  to  France  by  M.  Simon,  who  was  French 
Consul  as  Ningpo.  These  fish,  up  to  the  time  of 
their  introduction  into  Europe  in  1869,  were  said  to 
be  unknown  to  naturaUsts.  M.  Simon  placed  them 
in  the  charge  of  M.  Carbonnier,  under  whose  care 


Fig.  110.  Male  and  Female  Paradise  Fish 
viri di-aueatus ) . 

(From  a  photograph  6y  the  Author.) 


they  soon  began  to  spawn.    After  the  spawning,  the 
male  fish  ejected  bubbles  from  his  mouth  which  did 
not  break  when  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  He 
then,  much  to  M.  Carbonnier's  astonishment,  began 
to  swallow  the  eggs,  which  he  afterwards  discharged 
under  the  shelter  of  the  bubbles.    The  female  fish 
was  then  driven  by  the  male  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  bubbles  and  ova,  over  which  the  latter 
•fish  kept  a  vigilant  watch.    In  about  three  days  the 
young  fish  were  hatched,  and  soon  began  to  feed 
upon  Cyclops,  water-fleas,  and  the  hke.    The  Para- 
dise Fish  will  breed  more  than  once  in  the  year  if  the 
water  is  kept  of  a  suitable  temperature.    Mr.  Fraiik 
Buckland,  who  had  a  pair  of  these  fish  given  to  him, 
declared  that  they  were  certainly  the  most  beautiful 
little  fish  he  ever  saw.    The  scales  glisten  with  all 
the  colours  of  the  rainbow.    Their  fins  are  most 
extraordinary;   the  dorsal  fin  extends  from  near  j 
the  back  of  the  head  quite  to  the  caudal  fin  (Fig.  ! 
110)  ;  the  anal  fin  is  as  long  as  the  dorsal.    Both  ! 
fins  have  bony  rays,  which  gradually  increase  in  | 
height  from  the  commencement  of  the  fin,  the  last  • 
ray  in  each  fin  extending  to  the  extremities  of  the  ; 
caudal  fin.    The  caudal  fin  is  large  and  forked,  and 
also  consists  of  bony  rays  ;  these  rays  have  sharp 
points.    The  ventral  fins  each  have  a  few  short  bony 
rays  and  one  exceedingly  long  and  apparently  strong 
ray.    The  pectoral  fins  have  soft  rays  ;   the  male 
fish,  when  making  love  to  the  female,  spreads  out 
his  extraordinary  fins,  often  in  doing  so  bending 
himself  almost  into  a  circle.    While  in  confinement 
these  fish  should  be  kept  rather  warm  and  fed  upon 
small  aquatic  insects.    Their  aquarium  ought  to  be 
well  stocked  with  water  plants. 

Since  the  above  remarks  in  regard  to  the  Paradise 
Fish  were  written,  this  beautiful  httle  creature  has 
become  much  more  plentiful.  Of  all  fish,  it  is  per- 
haps, rnost  suited  to  a  hfe  in  confinement.  It  is  a 
domesticated  variety  of  the  genus  Polyacanthus,  and  , 
came  originally  from  China  and  Cochin-China,  When 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill.  .  I 


properly  and  regularly  fed  and  kept  in  water  of  a 
suitable  temperature  it  will  live  for  a  long  time,  and 
prove  Itself  to  be  a  very  hardy  little  fish.  The  tem- 
perature of  the  water  in  which  it  lives  should  never 
be  allowed  to  fall  below  50deg.  Fahr.,  and  during 
the  breeding  season  it  must  be  higher  than  80deg 
and  lower  than  90deg.  It  is  wise,  therefore,  to 
keep  It  as  nearly  as  possible  85deg.  This  is  an 
important  matter. 

Fig.  Ill  shows  a  simple  and  inexpensive  con- 
trivance for  keeping  Paradise  Fish  in  water  of  the 
right  temperature.  A  represents  an  ordinary  all- 
glass  aquarium  (a  common  propagating  glass). 
Though  It  IS  generally  prudent  to]avoid  an  aquarium 
of  this  kind,  it  nevertheless  forms  a  very  suitable 
abode  for  the  Paradise  Fish,  for  not  only  does  this  fish 
assume  its  most  beautiful  colours  under  the  influence 
of  light,  but  in  such  a  receptacle  its  great  beauty  can 
be  more  easily  seen.  B  is  an  ordinary  metal  beetle - 
trap  filled  with  water,  and  always  kept  full.  C  is  a 
strong  tin  canister  in  which  a  small  paraffin  lamp  is 
kept  constantly  burning.  D  is  a  sixpenny  lamp 
which  will  burn  for  twenty-four  hours  at  least ;  it 
needs  neither  chimney  nor  globe.  B  and  C  can  be 
hidden  by  means  of  plants  or  in  some  other  simple 
way. 

I  have  sometimes  kept  these  fish  in  a  large 
enamelled  bowl  placed  directly  on  the 
top  of  the  canister.  The  fish  under 
such  circumstances  do  excellently  ;  but 
they  cannot  so  well  be  seen  as  in  the 
inverted  propagating  glass. 

Of  course,  there  are  many  other  ways 
by  which  the  water  in  which  these  fish 
hve  can  be  kept  warm  :  for  example,  a 
metal  receptacle  capable  of  containing 
water  might  be  made  to  receive  the  pro- 
pagating glass  as  far  as  that  part  where 
the  sides  begin  to  become  vertical,  and 
raised  sufficiently  high  to  receive  a 
small  lamp  beneath  ;  or  a  metal  tank 
could  be  made,  having  either  one  or  two 
glass  sides,  and  this  could  be  placed 
directly  on  the  canister  (Fig.  111). 
However,  the  least  costly  contrivance 
with  suitabihty  is  represented  bv 
Fig.  111.  ^ 
As  the  Paradise  Fish  is  a  great 
jumper  —  indeed,  it  might  almost  be 
called  a  flying  fish— the  tank  in  which 
it  is  confined  should  always  be  carefully  covered 
— of  course,  arranging  that  the  air  has  free  access 
to  the  water. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  this  fish 
builds  a  nest,  which  it  constructs  of  bubbles  or 
froth.  The  bubbles  are  strengthened  and  made 
elastic  by  the  help  of  buccal  secretion.  They  are 
filled  with  air,  which  he— for  it  is  the  male  fish  that 
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the  female  to  deposit  her  eggs  either  in  the  nest  or 
as  near  to  it  as  possible.  Those  eggs  which  are  not 
laid  in  the  nest  are  blown  there  by  the  male.  His 
method  of  doing  this  is  very  interesting.  When  he 
wishes  to  put  an  egg  into  the  nest,  he  first  ascends 
to  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  having  sucked  in  as 
much  air  as  he  needs,  he  descends  below  the  egg  and 
forcibly  exhales  the  air,  which  raises  the  egg  into 
the  desired  position. 

Like  the  male  Stickleback,  the  male  Paradise  Fish 
guards  the  eggs  lest  his  wife  should  eat  them.  The 
eggs  number,  generally,  more  than  200,  and  they 
hatch  in  about  thirty-six  hours.  When  the  young 
ones  arrive,  the  father  is  most  attentive,  keeping 
them  ui  the  nest  and  protecting  them  from  the 
mother,  who  would  very  hkely  devour  them.  If 
they  should  stray  from  the  nest  he  will  take  them 
in  his  mouth  and  gently  return  them.  When  they 
are  about  a  fortnight  old  he  will  cease  to  tend  them, 
considering,  apparently,  that  they  are  quite  able  to 
take  care  of  themselves.  However,  it  is  wise  to 
remove  the  parent  fish  from  the  aquarium  when  the 
young  ones  are  four  or  five  days  old.  The  former 
will  probably  soon  recommence  to  nest  again,  and 
the  latter  will  run  no  more  risks  from  their  mother's 
appetite. 

Entomostraca,  obtained  as  described  later  on. 
will  serve  the  young  fish  imtil  they  are  capable  of 
taking  the  food  that  is  usually  supphed  to  the 
mature  fish.  This  food  should  consist  of  water- 
worms  (Tubifex  rivulorum),  pieces  of  small  garden 
worms,  shreds  of  raw  beef,  ants'  eggs,  and  flies. 
The  food  ought  to  be  given  every  day,  and  only  so 
much  as  to  satisfy  the  immediate  wants  of  the  fish. 

Paradise  Fish  should  always  be  kept  in  pairs. 
They  will  commence  to  breed  when  they  are  a  year 
old— sometimes  sooner.  The  female  loses  her 
bright  colours  just  before  spawning.  She  is  always 
less  beautiful  than  the  male,  and  much  smaller. 

Paradise  Fish,  now,  can  generally  be  bought  for 
from  3s.  6d.  to  7s.  6d.  each,  according  to  the  season, 
their  age,  and  condition.  They  hve  perfectly  well 
in  comparatively  small  vessels,  and  the  owner  ought 
not  to  think  that  the  vessel  is  too  small  because  they 
come  frequently  to  the  surface  of  the  water  for  air. 
This  is  their  habit,  and  because  of  it  they  are  able 
to  thrive  in  such  an  aquarium  as  would  be  alto- 
gether unsuitable  for  most  fish.  Nevertheless,  they 
should  be  confined  in  as  large  a  tank  as  can  con- 
veniently be  kept  at  a  proper  temperature.  Suit- 
able aquatic  weeds  ought  always  to  be  growing  in 
the  water  in  which  these  httle  fish  live. 

(To  be  continued.) 


TKOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  Hj  0.  CuTCLiFFB,  F.R.C.Sj 


Fig.  in.  An  Inexpensive  Contrivance  for 
Keeping  Paradise  Fish  in  Water  of  a 
Suitable  Temperature. 

is  the  nest  builder — has  obtained  by  means  of  his 
gills,  or  sucked  from  the  surface  of  the  water.  The 
bubble-nest  is  generally  placed  among  some  weed 
about  an  inch  below  the  surface  of  the  water.  It  is 
sometimes  as  much  as  6in.  across  and  nearlj'  Jin.  in 
depth. 

When  the  nest  is  completed,  the  Jbuilder  tempts 


(Continued  from  page  234.) 
CHAPTER  lY .—continued: 
The  greatest  possible  care  should  be  exercised  in 
selecting  cane  or  bamboo  for  rod-making — some,  or 
indeed  most,  of  the  bamboo  is  so  thin  that  when 
it  is  worked  down  and  made  round,  the  remaining 
wood  for  the  joint  will  be  found  of  unequal  texture, 
in  part  hard,  corresponding  to  the  outer  ena- 
melled surface  of  the  cane  ;  and  in  part  soft,  corre- 
sponding to  the  inner  or  hollow  portion  of  the 
wood  ;  which,  in  endogenous  woods,  such  as  cane, 
nourished  from  the  interior,  is  always  porous, 
and  consequently  soft,  and  unfitted  for  the  pur- 
poses we  require  of  it.  We  must.  then,  always 
obtain  cane  of  great  thickness  from  the  outer  to  the 
inner  surface,  so  that,  when  spUt  and  rasped  down, 
the  remaining  round  piece  may  be  of  perfectly 
uniform  dense  texture. 

The  most  common  error  I  have  met  with  in 
four- join  ted  rods  is,  that  commencing  from  a 
butt  of  too  small  diameter  the  tapering  of  the  rod 
is  extended  over  too  great  a  length  about  the 
middle,  so  that  it  is  here  weak,  and,  consequently, 
when  put  in  action,  as  in  throwing  the  line,  or 
made  to  wave,  as  it  Avere.  by  alternately  raising 
and  depressing  the  top  whilst  holding  the  rod  at 
the  butt,  a  double  action  may  be  at  once  perceived  ; 

♦From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams:  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Mareton  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  Ss,  6d.,  post  free. 
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in  other  words,  a  series  of  arcs  or  vibrations  will 
pass  from  the  butt  to  about  the  centre,  or  weakest 
part ;  here  they  will  be  partially  interrupted — 
and,  8,3  though  from  a  second  point  of  fixture,  a 
new  series,  of  vibrations  will  pass  forward  to  the 
extreme  end ;  these,  too,  seem  to  have  partaken 
of  the  force  first  exerted  by  the  first  movement 
at  the  butt,  together  with  the  accumulated  vibra- 
tions sent  forward  from  the  middle  weak  point 
of  interruption.  The  consequence  of  this  is 
obvious,  for  should  we  violently  strike  at  a  fish 
whilst  we  have  any  slack  Hne  between  his  mouth 
and  our  rod,  the  muscular  movement  we  have 
made  will  generate  a  force  which,  though  we 
suppose  just  sufficient  to  hook  our  fish,  will  be 
increased  to  such  an  amount  that  the  mouth  of 
the  fish  or  our  tackle  will  be  endangered ;  we 
shall  first  cause,  in  the  elevation  of  our  arm, 
vibrations  to  pass  along  the  rod  to  the  centre — 
here  they  will  be  interrupted,  but  our  movement 
continuing  and  fresh  vibrations  passing  on,  at  last 
the  accumulated  force  is  transmitted  to  the  top 
with  a  multiple  of  power  beyond  our  calculation. 
Again,  suppose  the  vibration  or  waves  to  have 
reached  the  extreme  end  of  the  rod,  it  by  no 
means  follows  of  necessity  that  the  first  move- 
ment given  to  the  end  is  in  an  upward  direction — 
frequently  it  is  in  a  downward  course — that  is,  the 
top  dips  before  it  rises ;  it  dips,  I  say,  and  before 
it  rises,  of  course,  other  vibrations  have  been  suc- 
ceeding— have  now  reached  ;  and  at  last,  with 
great  force,  the  top  flips  up,  suddenly  pulling  with 
an  imintentioned  jerk  upon  the  line  and  the 
fish,  which  will  probably  be  lost.  But  again, 
we  have  only  now  considered  the  effect  pro- 
duced on  the  fish  when  thus  powerfully  struck, 
but  let  us  retrace  ovir  steps,  for  having  struck 
and  having  set  a  rod  thus  in  vibrations,  we  have 
another  effect  produced,  a  new  series  of  vibrations 
will  be  sent  from  the  top  downwards  towards  the 
butt ;  nor,  as  yet,  has  the  first  force  exerted  been 
lost  on  the  butt ;  no — vibrations  still  continue 
from  this  direction,  and  as  we  now  have  two  sets 
of  vibrations  set  up  at  opposite  ends,  the  only 
question  which  remains  is — where  will  these 
meet  ?  The  answer  will  be,  in  practice,  speedily 
discovered — it  will  be  at  that  part  of  the  rod 
which  we  called  the  point  of  interruption,  where 
the  second  action  commenced,  owing  to  the  too 
extended  length  of  the  part  disproportionally  with 
its  tapering,  and  the  effect  of  the  concurrence,  or 
meeting  of  the  opposite  forces,  will  be  similar  to 
that  .produced  by  striking  sharply  a  globe  of 
glass,  or  of  compact  uniformly  dense  metal  at  any 
point,  when  the  fracture  of  the  globe  will  be  found 
at  a  spot  diametrically  opposite  to  the  point  of 
concussion — where,  indeed,  the  vibrations  tra- 
versing in  radii  from  the  point  struck  will  impinge 
on  one  another ;  here,  then,  will  the  force  have 
so  accumulated  that  the  molecular  disturbance 
of  matter  will  be  sufficient  to  separate  its  par- 
ticles, and  so  cause  a  fracture  of  the  globe.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  just  explains  the  fracture 
of  these  rods,  weak  in  the  back,  so  to  speak, 
causing  an  interruption  of  action — or,  as  I  have 
called  it,  a  double  action,  when  fracture  so  fre- 
quently follows  sharp  striking — or  even  violent 
movements  with  a  heavy  line  in  windy  weather, 
when  forces  exerted  at  the  opposite  ends  of  the 
rod  will  surely  cause  fracture  of  the  rod  at  this 
point  of  meeting  or  concurring  vibrations.  It  is 
true  that  by  pulling  violently  at  either  end  of  a 


rod  with  a  sudden  jerk  it  will  snap  in  its  weakest 
point,  as  any  common  stick  will  snap  when  bent 
between  the  hands,  but  it  is  not  thus  that  rods 
are  commonly  broken  ;  it  is  not  by  the  immediate 
direct  force  applied,  but  by  waves  of  vibrations 
transmitted  along  the  rod  increasing  and  multi- 
plying in  their  power  during  their  progress,  that 
the  unfortunate  disaster  occurs ;  if  the  former 
were  the  common  cause,  we  need  not  have  so 
long  considered  the  subject ;  it  would  have  been 
obvious,  and  its  remedy  easy ;  but  as  it  is  by  no 
means  easy  to  remedy  the  effect,  and  the  misfor- 
tune is  a  common  one,  it  may  well  be  inferred 
that  the  cause  is  not  so  well  understood,  nor  has 
been  so  well  considered  as  its  importance  demands. 
Importance,  I  repeat ;  for  with  such  a  rod  on  a 
small  stream,  where  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  strike  instantly  and  sharply,  one  may  plainly 
see  that  our  success  will  be  doubtful,  since  we 
cannot  correctly  estimate,  and  so  school  our 
arms  with  the  precise  amount  of  force  to  be  applied, 
as  to  avoid  fracture  of  our  tackle,  or  rupture  of 
the  fish's  mouth,  and  be  sure  of  bagging  our  fish. 
On  large  streams,  'tis  true,  in  striking,  it  is  of  less 
importance,  but  in  playing  our  fish  we  shall  dis- 
cover such  a  weak-backed  rod  a  very  serious  incon- 
venience—it wabbles  about  and  permits  the  fish  in 
his  struggles  to  command  our  hand  and  control  the 
rod,  as  much  as  we  should  steady  the  latter  and 
direct  the  former. 

{To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  mtist  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The  river  is 
now  in  excellent  order  for  trouting,  and  many 
anglers  are  likely  to  patronise  the  river  during  the 
Easter  holidays.  Up  to  the  present  I  have  heard 
of  five  trout  being  caught  as  follows : — Mr.  J. 
Clapp,  of  the  Chiswick  Piscatorials,  a  fish  of  5^1b. 
at  Chertsey;  Mr.  T.  Denniford,  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatoj-ials,  a  trout  of  51b.  at  Shepperton  Weir; 
Major  Terry,  at  the  same  place,  a  fish  of  6|lb.  (the 
same  fish  also  being  reported  to  me  as  weighing 
81b.).  ;  and  Mr.  Pounceby,  at  Marlow,  a  brace, 
scaling  respectively  51b.  12oz.  and  21b.  Good  sport 
should  be  had  dviring  the  coming  week  if  mild 
weather  prevails. — F.  H.  Amphlett.  ^ 

C  In  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire).  —  Several 
anglers  have  been  out  on  this  stream,  but  the  winds 
and  weather  have  been  anything  but  favourable. 
No  heavy  baskets  have  been  taken,  mostly  one  and 
a  half  and  two  brace.  The  trout  are  in  fairly  good 
condition,  but  the  big  fish  have  not  yet  taken  up 
their  positions.  Local  tied  flies  are  found  to  kill 
the  best.  Hare's  Ear,  Olive  Dims  and  Quills,  March 
Brown,  and  Whirling  Blues  being  in  demand.  On 
the  Bibury  length  two  gentlemen  from  Cheltenham 
were  fortunate  in  catching  the  limit  on  the  opening 
day,  and  a  very  nice  dish  of  trout  they  were.  I 
doubt  our  Easter  visitors  will  not  be  disappointed 
with  their  sport. — Chas.  Powell. 

Dee  (Corwen). —  Owing  to  the  very  cold  and 
stormy  weather  we  have  had  during  the  week  the 
trout  have  not  risen  very  freely  to  the  fly,  but  at 
the  time  of  writing  the  weather  appears  more 
settled,  and  as  the  water  is  in  capital  condition 
good  sport  may  be  looked  forward  to  during  Easter 
week. — J.  J. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Sport  has  been  fairly  brisk  on 
this  river  during  the  past  week,  the  condition  of 
the  water  being  all  that  could  be  desired,  although 
the  prevalence  of  windy  weather  has  been  against 
fly  fishing.  The  catches  to  hand  are :  On  April  1, 
Mr.  J.  Baker  had  11  brace,  on  the  3rd,  10  brace, 
and  on  the  6th,  3^  brace ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Walker,  2^ 
brace ;  Mr.  E.  TurnbuU,  6  brace ;  and  Mr.  Nero 
Walker,  3J  brace.  The  prospects  for  the  coming 
week  are  only  moderate,  the  water  being  rather  low 
and  clear. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  fishing  generally 
has  been  good  for  both  salmon  and  trout,  many  of 
the  former  fish  being  taken  by  rod  anglers  between 
Lowley  and  Brampford  Speke.  the  most  successful 
of  the  gentleman  being  Lt.-Col.  Wyatt-Edgell  and 
son,  Capt.  Cooke,  and  Messrs.  Baker,  Nelson,  Pat- 
terson, Coulson,  and  others.  Unfortunately,  above 
Brampford  Speke  the  usual  good  catches  have  not 
been  made,  and  the  general  opinion  expressed  is  that 
at  the  Pynes  weir,  owing  to  alterations  made,  the 
fish  are  unable  to  ascend  the  river  to  the  higher  por- 
tions of  it.  Trout  have  been  sporting  well,  and  some 
excellent  catches  have  been  made  with  March 
Brown,  Maxwell's  Glory,  Blue  Upright,  Middle  Blue, 
and  Palmers.    One  London  fly  fisherman,  trying 


near  Tiverton,  had  forty  in  one  day,  but  unfortu- 
nately there  was  not  a  very  largo  specimen  to  grace 
the  lot.  A  local  angler  had  two  trout  on  Thursday, 
lf!b.  and  lib.  each,  and  on  Saturday  afternoon 
cauKht  two  more  of  nearly  (-imilar  weight — namely, 
lib.  14oz.  and  14oz.  The  river  is  in  good  order  now, 
and  prospects  are  good  for  next  few  days.— Red 
Pat^ier. 

Pen  District  (South   Lines   and  Cambs).— 

The  bitterly  cold  weather  which  has  prevailed  lately 
has  made  the  riverside  attractive  to  only  a  few 
sportsmen.  The  rains  also  which  have  been  fre- 
quent have  led  to  manyups  and  downs  in  the  small 
streams  where  trout  abound.  Fly  fishing  is  com- 
paratively useless,  and  the  flushes  on  the  water  to  a 
large  extent  prevent  bottom  fishing  being  successful. 
Should  the  weather  turn  out  fine  and  warm  some 
few  anglers  will  take  advantage  of  the  Easter 
holidays,  but  at  present  prospects  are  anything  but 
fair  — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Owing  to  the  rains  these 
rivers  are  holding  in  some  parts  more  water  than 
they  have  for  a  long  time,  and  trout  should  benefit 
in  condition  as  a  result.  The  Stort  is  the  only 
water  among  the  three  rivers  at  present  open  for 
trout-fishing,  but  I  have  heard  of  no  captures.  No 
reports  of  coarse  fish  spawning  have  yet  reached 
me.  Roach  appear  to  be  forward  this  season.  Last 
week,  at  Broxbourne,  several  carp  were  among  the 
fish  caught  in  the  subscription  water. —  Izaak 
Walton. 

^^SS>  Arrow,  and    Finsley  (Eingsland). — 

Rivers  are  falling  very  slowly,  and  though  fishable 
will  be  on  the  high  side  for  the  holidays.  I  noticed 
a  few  fish  rising  on  Tuesday,  April  7.  Weather  the 
last  few  days  has  been  drier,  yet  the  wind  still  cen- 
tinues  for  the  most  part  boisterous,  with  sudden 
and  great  changes  of  temperature.  Best  fiies  should 
be  March  Brown,  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red 
Palmer,  Cow  Dung,  and  Stone  Fly.  Glass  rather 
low,  slightly  inclined  to  rise  ;  wind  westerly,  strong. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

JiTxgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  going  down  and  clearing  nicely  and  are 
getting  into  better  order  for  hshing  than  they  have 
been  for  s  me  weeks.  The  weather  has  brightened 
up  a  little  since  Friday  and  the  water  soon  began 
to  clear,  and  if  we  get  no  more  rain,  which  is  doubt- 
ful, they  should  be  in  capital  order  for  fishing  by 
the  end  of  the  week.  The  fish  have  been  moving 
well  and  the  best  flies  will  be  February  Red,  Blue 
Dun.  Lisht  Blue,  March  Brown.  Palmer  and  Cow 
Dung,  and  .<=ome  good  trout  should  be  landed.  A 
few  nice  fish  landed  this  week.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
order  and  sport  had  in  it  with  fly.— Gwynne. 

Plymouth. — AH  the  rivers  have  run  down  and 
are  now  nice  and  fishable.  Several  good  baskets 
have  been  taken  dm'ing  the  week,  and  the  fish  have 
been  in  very  good  condition.  I  had  a  nice  salmon 
sent  in  this  morning  for  me  to  measure,  which  was 
taken  on  the  fly  by  Mr.  Martin,  at  Dartmeet ;  it 
was  in  splendid  condition,  turning  the  scale  at 
17  Jib.  nearly  twenty-four  hours  after  it  was  caught, 
and  measured  18J  inches  in  girth.  I  hear  there  are 
some  running  up  the  Tavy,  also  that  one  or  two 
Tiave  been  caught  in  the  tidal  waters ;  if  the  rivers 
keep  up  they  may  soon  be  looked  for  in  the  pool 
below  the  cottage  at  Lady  Virtuous  Mine. — William 
Heardes. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy> 
nech). — The  weather  in  this  neighbourhood  still 
continues  rather  unsettled  with  frequent  showers  of 
rain,  but  which  are  much  too  partial  to  have  any 
appreciable  effect  on  these  rivers,  and  in  a  few  days 
the  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  will  have  regained 
their  average  level  and  be  in  excellent  condition  for 
angling,  unless  the  present  April-like  weather 
changes  for  the  worse.  Very  few  anglers  have,  as 
yet,  been  out  on  any  of  these  streams  and  but  few 
trout  taken,  as  the  snow  water  has  not  quite  disap- 
peared, although  the  Welsh  hills  are  to-day  (Tues- 
day) quite  free  from  all  traces  of  snow  excepting  a 
few  drifts  here  and  there  which,  in  the  present  mild 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  will  soon  melt  away. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Taw  (IT.  Devon). — Some  good  salmon  fishing 
has  been  had,  and  fish  are  plentiful,  but  the  minnow 
is  not  used  so  much  as  the  fly.  Trout  fishing  would 
be  very  good  if  the  winds  were  less,  one  day  fine 
and  windy,  another  wet  and  very  cold,  I  have 
seen  some  good  catches  of  trout,  and  been  fortunate 
myself  in  landing  some  good  fish.  Easter  will  be  a 
good  time,  waters  are  so  good. — Rusty  Game:. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
now  gone  down  and  cleared  nicely,  and  it  is  now 
getting  into  better  order  for  fishing  than  it  has  been 
for  some  time.  The  weather  is  still  unsettled  and 
rain  threatens,  and  to-day  (Tuesday)  there  is  quite 
a  gale  of  wind  blowing,  and  in  all  probability  there 
wUl  be  a  downfall  when  the  wind  drops.  But  if  the 
weather  keeps  fine  there  is  every  prospect  of  s  )m9 
good  sport  being  had  next  week  during  the  holidays. 
The  fish  are  more  on  the  feed  ;  flies  are  on  the  water. 
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and  fish  rise  well  at  them,  and  a  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out.  The  best  flies  are  the  February 
Bed,  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Red  Palmer,  and 
Light  Blue.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  with 
success,  and  fine  trout  landed.  On  April  4,  in  the 
water  below  the  paper  mills,  afine  trout  of  lib.  14oz. 
was  taken.  On  Monday,  in  the  water  near  Burway, 
an  angler  took  71b.  of  fish,  amongst  which  were  one 
trout  of  lib.  7oz.  and  one  perch  of  Iflb.,  and  he  also 
landed  several  grayling,  averaging  fib.  each,  which 
lie  returned  to  the  river.  With  fine  weather  the 
prospects  for  sport  are  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clvm, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  getting  into  good  order,  and 
some  nice  fish  have  been  landed  from  them  with 
worm.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
now  gone  down  and  is  clearing  itself  nicely,  and 
is  getting  into  something  like  fishing  order  ;  angling 
has  been  very  slow,  and  in  fact,  as  far  as  trout 
fishing  has  been  concerned,  little  has  been  done. 
The  weather  has  been  more  favourable  this  week, 
but  rain  still  threatens,  and  the  rivers  have  had 
time  to  clear.  The  fish  are  now  beginning  to  sport 
at  the  fly  better,  and  if  the  fine  weather  will 
continue  there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport 
being  had  during  the  holidays.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  out  this  week  with  fly,  and  some  very  nice- 
sized  trout  have  been  landed.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  now  settled  into  good  fishing 
order.— WoECESTEB. 

Usk  (Usk).  —  Following  on  the  killing  of  two 
salmon  (2()lb.  and  9|lb.)  by  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  in 
Llyn-y-Lladron,  on  the  upper  waters  on  Wednesday. 
April  1,  Colonel  Morris,  on  successive  days,  killed 
two,  weighing  20Ib.  each,  on  Brynderwen  waters. 
Several  fish  have  been  seen  in  that  portion  of  the 
river,  and  as  the  water  is  keeping  in  good  condition 
there  should  be  some  more  sport  to  chronicle  soon. 
Small  baskets  of  trout  continvie  to  be  taken. — T.  R. 

Witbam,  etc.  (Mid  and  Xorth  Iiiucs).  — 
The  outlook  for  trout-fishing  in  this  district  is  very 
poor.  The  boisterous  weather  and  the  frequent  rains 
prevent  the  small  streams  settling  down  as  they 
ought  to  do.  From  the  Wold  district  I  hear  that 
a  few  visitors  are  expected,  but  this  will  greatly 
depend  on  the  character  of  the  weather  during  the 
holidays.  Should  the  weather  turn  fine  and  warm, 
February  Reds  and  Cow  Dung  flies  are  about  the 
only  ones  likely  to  be  useful.  It  is  said  some  of  the 
early  flies  are  hatching  out,  and  the  trout  are 
seizing  them  in  the  fine  sunshine. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  becoming  lower  and  more  fishable  every  day. 
The  streams  are  too  heavy  and  deep  for  fly  fishing, 
except  the  sides  and  the  deep  still  water,  and  fish 
were  rising  on  Monday  fairly  well  on  the  latter  as 
the  sun  shone  and  brought  a  number  of  flies  out, 
otherwise  very  few  flies  have  been  on  the  water  at 
present.  What  fish  have  been  taken  have 
fallen  to  the  worm,  or  what  is  better  (when  pro- 
curable) the  dock  grub.  Several  anglers  have  been 
<jvit  about  Matlock  Bridge  and  Dale,  and  a  few  trout 
have  been  obtained.  Mr.  A.  G.  CoUinson,  swimming 
the  worm,  secured  two  or  three  nice  trout.  The 
weather  to-day  (Tuesday)  is  very  rough  and  stormy, 
but  it  is  hoped  the  wind  will  subside  by  the  week- 
end for  Easter  holiday  anglers.  Useful  flies  are 
March  Brown,  Olive  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Claret 
Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore.  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — During  the  week  anglers  have  had 
te  contend  against  high  winds,  therefore  sport  has 
varied.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  the 
waters  have  been  in  fair  trim  for  worm  and  minnow; 
a  few  rods  have  been  out  about  Hawes  and  Middle- 
ham.  One  angler  had  very  good  sport,  securing 
thirty  -  six  fine  trout.  In  the  lower  reaches 
the  water  has  been  rather  coloured ;  rain 
having  fallen  on  the  hills  on  Monday  caused 
the  river  to  swell.  A  few  rods  have  been  out 
at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon :  sport  has  only 
been  moderate  in  those  districts.  Several  readers 
have  written  during  the  week  wanting  to  know 
about  the  fishing  in  Wensleydale.  I  am  pleased  to 
say  from  Aysgarth  low  falls  to  Gillbeck  can  be  now 
fished.  Tickets  can  be  had  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Ryder, 
King's  Arms,  Redmire,  who  is  also  in  a  position 
to  procui-o  visitors  a  day  or  two's  fishing  in  a 
portion  of  Lord  Bolton's  water  below  Redmire. 
Tickets  for  Sir  William  Chaytor's  water  cost :  day, 
2s.  6d. :  week,  lOs.  Cd. ;  season,  21s.  The  fishing 
during  the  week  on  the  Wharfe  has  fallen  off.  In 
the  district  of  Grassington  and  Appletreewick  a  few 
good  baskets  of  fish  have  been  caught  with  swim- 
ming the  worm  and  maggot.  On  April  4  Mr.  J. 
Ireland  caught  eleven  very  nice  fish.  Lower  down 
in  the  length  of  Bolton  Woods  a  few  fish  have  been 
caught  with  the  fly,  the  best  patterns  being  found 
to  be  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Miller's  Dark  Needle, 
Bradshaw's  Winter  Brown,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Snipe 
Bloa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Hackled  Olive  Bloa.  A 
few  members  of  the  Ilkley  club  have  hesn  out, 


but  sport  has  only  been  moderate  owing  to  the 
high  winds  which  have  prevailed  all  the  week. 
The  Nidd  has  fished  very  poor.  The  same  remark 
may  apply  to  the  river  Derwent.  Reports  from  the 
Swale  are  only  of  a  meagre  character.  Very  little 
has  been  done  in  the  main  river,  but  in  the  tribu- 
taries Wiske,  Codbeck,  and  Bedale  Beck  a  few 
trout  have  been  caught.  Prospects  for  Easter  are 
very  moderate  unless  the  high  winds  fall.  All  the 
Yorkshire  waters  are  in  excellent  trim,  and  if  fine 
weather  prevails  the  above  flies  will  be  useful. — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station- street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle. — These  rivers  are  at 
last  resuming  their  normal  volume  of  water  and 
gradually  getting  into  fair  angling  condition.  Fish- 
ing in  Tommies  pool  in  Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk, 
Mr.  Robert  Nelson  landed  a  salmon  of  101b. 
Yellow  trout  are  now  being  caught  both  in  the  Esk 
and  Liddle.  In  the  latter  river  Mr.  Walker,  New- 
castleton,  and  Mr.  James  Beattie,  Copshaw,  have 
each  creeled  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout,  and  in  the 
middle  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk,  Messrs.  Bell, 
Steel,  and  others  have  had  fair  baskets  of  yellow 
trout.  During  the  recent  stormy  weather  long  ranges 
of  stake  nets  in  the  Sol  way  Firth  were  broken  down 
at  the  various  fishing  stations.  A  few  nice  spring 
salmon  have  been  caught  since  last  report.  Trout 
are  now  beginning  to  show  in  the  estuary,  and  a 
number  were  taken  during  the  week,  about  l^lb. 
and  Iflb.  Later  on  in  the  season  these  fish  increase 
in  weight.  Good  accounts  have  reached  me  from 
Metal  Bridge,  where  there  is  a  good  stretch  of  water 
free  to  visitors  at  the  hotel.  Now  that  yellow  trout 
have  commenced  to  take  the  fly,  good  sport  may 
safely  be  predicted. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Koss,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Better 
sport  has  not  been  obtained  on  this  river  so  early  in 
the  season  for  many  years.  On  March  31  Mr. 
George  Ross,  Braelangwell,  landed  two  salmon  on 
Mr.  Burge's  rod  ;  Mr.  Wilson,  Gruinards,  got  one 
on  Mr.  H.  T.  Coupland's  rod.  On  April  1  Mr.  George 
Macdonald,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  caught  two 
salmon,  of  101b.  and  12^1b.,  on  Invercharron  water  ; 
and  Mr.  Morant,  BalnagowR  Arms  Hotel,  a  nine- 
pounder  in  Rock  Pool.  Two  salmon  were  also  got 
on  Invercharron  water  ;  and  Mr.  Duplessis  had  one 
of  91b.  on  Dunie  water.  On  April  2  Mr.  Duplessis 
caught  a  twelve-pounder.  On  April  3  Mr.  Morant 
landed  two,  of  101b.  and  121b. ;  and  Mr.  Duplessis 
one  of  101b.  On  April  4  Mr.  Alexander  Munro.  on 
Mr.  MacLeod's  rod,  had  one  of  81b.  on  Gledfield 
Pool ;  Mr.  Duplessis  an  eight-pounder  on  Dunie 
water;  Mr.  Wilson.  Gruinards,  on  Mr.  Coupland's 
rod.  landed  four  salmon,  91b.,  91b.,  101b.,  and  101b.  ; 
and  Mr.  George  Macdonald,  Invercharron,  one  of 
9ilb.— B. 

Deveron  (BaniFsliire). — For  some  time  the  river 
has  been  running  low,  and  not  in  condition  for 
either  rod  or  net  fishing.  Owing  to  the  small 
volume  of  water,  a  good  deal  of  silting  has  taken 
place  at  the  entrance  by  the  action  of  the  sea  ;  a  few 
fish  have  been  rurming.  At  the  beginning  of  this 
week  heavy  showers  of  rain  fell,  and  there  is  every 
appearance  of  a  continuance,  so  that  the  prospects 
are  brighter.  As  yet  there  are  very  few  sports- 
men on  the  river.  The  free  fishing  at  Huntly 
began  with  this  month.  During  the  past  week  the 
number  of  fish  caught  by  the  net  fishermen  in  the 
river,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  estuary,  was 
smaller  than  that  of  the  previous  week.  On  the 
coast,  however,  there  was  a  slight  improvement, 
the  yield  from  some  of  the  bag  nets  being  the  best 
since  the  opening  of  the  season.  The  salmon  are  of 
fine  quality  and  averaging  101b. — H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness,  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  March  30,  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen  killed  two  fresh-run  salmon,  weighing  8lb. 
and  lllb  ;  on  March  31,  one,  101b. ;  and  on  April  2, 
two,  161b.  and  171b.  On  April  4,  Mr.  Fraser,  Gorth- 
leck,  landed  two  salmon,  weighing  lllb.  each. — 

S.  TiLSTON. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Sport  has  been  slack 
on  account  of  boisterous  weather.  Only  one  genial 
(if  it  could  be  called  so)  day  during  the  past  week 
— Monday — when  there  was  a  fair  show  of  March 
Browns  and  fish  rising  freely.  On  the  Fife  Arras, 
Braemar,  water,  on  Saturday  (April  4),  Mr.  Mordant 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingiloin.  Special  attention  given  to  Hies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake.  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
E.\tra  line  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  fur  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapej-ed,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Xortliern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


creeled  one  of  61b.,  while  Captain  Spencer  Clay  had 
a  beauty  of  181b.  on  the  same  day  on  the  Lower 
Invercauld  section.  On  the  Balmoral  reaches, 
McLaren  and  the  royal  keepers  had  one  or  two, 
but  both  here  and  on  the  Ballater  reaches  sport 
has  not  been  rife.  On  the  Glentana  section,  Messrs. 
Hare  and  King  had  two  and  three  daily  of  average 
weights.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  Hotel  water  sport 
was  remarkably  good  last  week,  considering  the 
prevailing  conditions.  Mr.  Hardy,  Edinburgh, 
creeled  two,  of  71b.  and  91b.,  on  Wednesday 
(April  1),  a  beauty  of  201b.  on  Thursday  (April  2), 
and  three  on  Saturday  (April  4),  of  8lb.,  8^1b.,  and 
12lb.,  while  Captain  Hughes  had  one  of  8lb.,  one  of 
101b.,  and  one  of  7^1b.  Mr.  Oldfieldone  of  7^1b.,  Mr. 
Jackson,  one  of  9lb.,  and  Mr.  Crocker,  one  of  201b. 
On  the  Kincardine  waters  fairly  good  sport  has  also 
been  got  by,  among  others,  Mr.  Combe,  Carlogie, 
Lord  Garrioch,  and  Sir  Henry  Meredith,  On  the 
Ballogie  section  Mr.  Mackray,  for  Hon.  Capt.  Fitz- 
william,  creeled  one  on  Thursday,  April  2,  of  101b., 
and  on  Friday,  April  3,  one  of  141b.  Major  Little 
had  one  or  two  this  week,  but  details  not  to  hand. 
On  the  Upper  Blackball  Sir  John  Gladstone  had 
about  six  fish  of  average  weights,  while  similar 
sport  was  got  on  the  Banchory  and  lower  beats.  A 
good  head  of  April  fish  has  been  running  during  the 
past  week.  On  the  Don  sport  would  be  good  under 
better  weather  conditions,  but  during  the  past  few 
days  anglers  have  been  literally  blown  off  the  water. 
On  the  Ythan  only  an  occasional  basket  is  being 
made,  and  the  same  on  the  Ugie.  The  Deveron  at 
Huntly  is  now  open  for  the  season.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dent  and  party  arrived  on  the  Comiehaugh  fishings 
on  April  1,  and  have  met  with  fair  sport  considering 
the  adverse  weather. — G.  M. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Since  last  reported,  the  following  sport  has  been 
got  :— On  March  21,  Mr.  J.  Hartley  one  81b.  salmon 
on  Bank  Pool  ;  on  the  23rd,  same  angler  a  12- 
pounder  on  Langwell  Pool  ;  on  the  25th,  H.  C. 
Howard  caught  a  10-pounder  on  Langwell  ;  on  the 
27th,  Col.  Wynberg  caught  two,  101b.  and  91b.,  on 
Long  Pool  ;  on  the  29th,  Mr.  Hartley  landed  one  of 
lOJlb.  on  Whirl  Pool  ;  on  the  30th,  the  same  angler 
had  two  of  101b.  and  12lb.  on  Langwell,  and  Col. 
Wynberg  a  9-pounder  on  Long  Pool;  on  the  31st, 
Mr.  Hartley  got  one  of  101b,  on  Langwell.  Weather 
very  stormy. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — During  the  past  week 
fairly  good  sport  was  obtained  by  several  anglers  ; 
the  two  heaviest  weighed  23lb.  and  251b.,  the  aver- 
age for  the  week  being  over  15lb.  For  wind  and 
rain  Monday  this  week  would  beat  the  record  so  far 
for  1903.  B. 

South-West  of  Scotland.  —  More  unsettled 
weather  followed  on  my  report  of  last  week,  and 
again  the  rivers  were  disturbed  with  floods.  The 
waters,  however,  came  into  the  best  fly  order  of 
the  season  on  Monday,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  are  in  the  best  of  order.  The  trout 
are  rising  very  well  to  the  fly.  On  Tuesday 
in  the  Annan  I  saw  over  a  dozen  salmon  in 
one  pool  rise.  No  doubt  the  most  of  them  would 
be  kelts  on  their  way  back  to  the  Solway.  In  the 
Moimt  Annan  water  last  week  a  spring  salmon  of 
about  91b.  or  101b.  was  caught  by  Angus  Macdonald, 
keeper,  for  Mr.  Scott,  Northfield.  Mr.  Eric 
Nicholson  landed  a  kelt  salmon  ui  the  Brewery 
pool  on  Monday  (April  6),  and  several  others,  all 
kelts,  have  been  hooked.  The  yellow  trout  are 
getting  into  much  better  order  now,  as  they 
are  feeding  fast  on  the  March  Brawn  fly. 
During  the  past  week,  as  also  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  the  March  Brown  was  on  th)  water 
in  thousands.  At  this  time  of  ih?  year 
nothing  beats  Greenwell's  Glory  for  yellow  trout. 
In  the  higher  Annan  near  Wamphray,  as  also  at 
Dinwoodie,  some  fine  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
caught  with  fly.  These  waters  are  open  to  visitors 
for  a  small  daily  or  weekly  payment.  In 
the  Beattock  water  visitors  have  a  free  hand, 
while  other  stretches  can  be  fished  free.  In 
the  Dumfries  Nith  a  nmnber  of  rods  have  had  fair 
sport.  The  portions  near  the  town  are,  however, 
of  little  or  no  account  just  now.  Visitors  to  this 
river  had  better  go  to  the  Mid  Nithsdale  waters  at 
Thornhill.  Fair  sport  has  been  obtained  in  the 
Sanquhar  and  Closeburn  portions.  The  Galloway 
rivers  of  the  Stewartry  are  in  the  best  of  ply.  Some 
salmon  are  said  to  have  been  taken  in  the  Cree 
of  Newton  Stewart,  but  the  waters  there  are  in 
private  hands  and  leave  is  difficult  to  got.  The 
reports  from  the  Ayrshire  district  show  that  sport 
is  improving  in  the  rivers.  Loch  fishing  has  been 
little  tried  on  account  of  the  very  stormy  and 
unsettled  weather.  No  doubt  a  few  Easter  visitors 
will  try  Loch  Doon  of  Dalmellington  should  the 
weather  prove  at  all  favourable.  In  the  Solway 
the  nets  are  picking  up  some  spring  fish  and  the 
sea-trout  are  now  beginning  to  show  in  the  nets 
near  to  Annan. — Heathebbell. 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bandon  (co.  Cork).— There  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  salmon  fishing  during  the  past 
week  at  Innishannon.  INIr.  F.  C.  Stenning  had  eight 
lOJlb.,  101b.,  101b.,  101b.,  9|Ib.,  9Jlb..  8|lb.,  Oilb. 
Mr.  Dennehy,  one,  101b.  T.  Oliffe,  one,  8|lb. 
J.  McCarthy,  one,  101b.  On  Manch,  J.  Pike,  D.L., 
three,  101b..  101b.,  91b.  Water  is  now  in  excellent 
order  and  fish  very  numerous. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Belfast  and  District.  —  The  weather  since 
April  6  has  been  very  stormy,  and  very  little  has 
been  done  this  week  on  lake  or  river.  On  the 
Crossgar  on  April  3  Mr.  Edward  Hunter  had  seven- 
teen trout,  Mr.  W.  M.  Stay  half-a-dozen,  and  on 
April  4  Mr.  M'Caffrey  killed  a  brace,  one  of  which 
weighed  31b.  On  the  Clady  the  same  day  Mr.  S. 
G.  Taylor,  hon.  sec.  Ulster  Anglers,  creeled 
eighteen  Jib.  to  ^Ib.  fish.  Mr.  R.  M.  Patterson, 
president  North  -  East  Anglers,  killed  a  similar 
basket  on  the  Glenavy.  Mr.  W.  T.  Braithwaite  had 
three  nice  fish  up  to  21b.  on  Straid  Lough  last 
week. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Bivers. — The  Blackwater  and 
Ballinderry  are  in  good  order  at  time  of  writing, 
but  the  cold  stormy  weather  is  against  trout  fishing. 
Kelt  salmon  have  all  gone  down  to  Lough  Neagh. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Lee  fco.  Cork). — Sport  has  been  wonderfully 
good  with  salmon  during  the  week.  On  William's 
water,  three  salmon  were  taken;-  on  Ai^hton,  W.  T. 
Crawshay  one.  On  Warren's  Court,  Rev.  Father 
Kent  one,  101b.  ;  on  Oak  Grove,  G.  M.  levers  two, 
91b.  and  81b.,  and  H.  Leader  three,  181b.,  131b, 
111b.  ;  at  Carrigadrohid,  St.  Leger  F.  Carter  eight, 
131b.,  111b.,  101b.  9ilb.,  81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  71b.;  on 
Lord  Ardilaun's,  J.  B.  Massy  five,  111b.,  101b., 
lOJlb.,  71b.,  71b.  ;  on  Carhue,  Rear-Admiral  Jeffreys 
one,  lO.b. ;  on  Nettleville,  H.  Welch  Thornton,  R. 
Nettles,  and  Mr.  Cordon  Clark,  six;  on  Classas,  F. 
McLeader  three,  111b.,  1  ]lb.,t^l01b. ;  at  Rooves,  Mr. 
Lyon^four,  1  lib.,  8ilb.,  81b.,  and  7Ib. ;  and  F.  Lyon, 
five,  91b.,  91b„  8 Jib."  81b..  and  71b.  On  Nadrid  Major 
Gubbins,  B.A..  three,  101b.,  91b.,  and  81b.  On 
Fargus,  Major-General  Dashwood  four,  141b.,  111b., 
101b.,  and  71b. ;  and  Captain  Rushbrooke  two,  8Jlb. 
end  81b.  On  Cronody,  Major  Barton  four,  141b., 
lUb..  101b.,  and  91b.  On  Clashaneur,  Dr.  Fitz- 
gerald, R.N.,  six,  151b.,  121b.,  121b.,  111b.,  101b., 
and  81b.  On  Castleinch,  Rev.  Fathor  Kent  two, 
f)lb.  and  GJlb.  ;  and  J.  O'Brien  three,  101b.,  101b., 
and  91b.  On  Ardrun,  E.  Perry  two,  121b.  and  51b.  ; 
and  Seymour  Swales  one  of  141b.  On  the  Powder- 
mill  Weir  stream,  R.  Dudscombe  two,  81b.  and  91b.  ; 
and  Sam  Haynes  four,  151b.,  121b.,  lUb.,  and  91b. 
At  Carregrohane,  J.  O'Donnell  two,  61b.  and  71b. ; 
and  M.  Murphy  three,  171b.,  101b.,  and  61b. — 
W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Curiane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  is  now  very  mild,  and  has  been  against 
fly  fishing  on  the  lake  for  most  of  the  time.  The 
following  are  details  of  the  sport  had  since  last 
report : — April  1,  Ned  Dennehy,  one  salmon,  121b. ; 
2nd,  Michael  Brennan,  one,  121b. ;  3rd,  John  J. 
Sullivan,  two,  111b.  and  101b. ;  4th,  John  J.  Sullivan, 
one,  lOJlb.  Brown  trout  continue  to  rise  well  to 
suitable  flies,  and  on  one  day  a  local  amateur  creeled 
twenty-seven,  all  sizeable  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Kourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  opened  on  April  1  with  tlie  water  in 
fair  order,  and  the  rain  that  fell  since  has  kept  it 
in  fishing  trim.  The  weather  is  blustery ;  to-day 
(Tuesday)  it  is  blowing  a  gale.  Amongst  the  bas- 
kets made,  Mr.  Leslie  Carter  had  nine  trout  up  to 
lib.:  Mr.  J.  Moncreiff,  eleven;  Mr.  T.  M.  Dade, 
ten,  largest  l|lb.  ;  and  Captain  Carter  had  some 
fish.  The  Derg,  Glenelly,  and  other  local  rivers  are 
in  fair  order.  As  yet  the  weather  is  too  cold  for 
record  trouting.  Killing  flies  : — Hare's  Ear,  Black 
Hare's  Ear  ringed  up,  March  Brown,  Iron  Dun, 
Ginger  Quill,  Orange  Grouse. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  order,  and  a  very 
good  run  of  fish  of, good  size  during  the  week  ;  the 
weirs  are  giving  good  fishing,  and  the  pools  are  well 
stocked  with  fish  in  the  upper  reaches.  Mr.  Wilson 
played  a  very  good  fish  on  Monday,  and  rose  some 
more.  Lough  Conn  is  coming  into  fishing  order  now, 
and  is  well  stocked  with  fish  owing  to  the  high  water 
all  the  year. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Longlis  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Jtlayo). — We  have  had  fine  weather  here  for  past 
four  days,  and  the  river  is  now  getting  into  good 
fishing  order.  Salmon  are  plentiful  in  all  the  pools. 
Prospects  good  for  the  coming  week  ;  loughs  are 
falling  steadily.  On  April  5,  Mr.  J.  Wilson  lost  a 
springer  and  landed  two  kelts  in  the  Flag  pool  with 
the  fly  "  Comealong." — Pat  Heaenes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Since 
last  wt-ek  the  water  has  been  steridily  falling,  but 
there  is  only  one  salmon  reach — and  that  one  mine 
— fishable  yet.  Quite  a  number  of  fashionable 
anglers,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  have  arrived  from 
England  for  the  fishing,  but  they  will  rtot  be  able  to  I 


do  much  for  another  couple  of  days.  Mr.  George 
McCulIoch,  of  Queen's  Gate,  London,  S.W.,  has 
rented  my  preserves  and  fishing  lodge  for  April.  He 
is  accompanied  by  his  son.  Master  Alick  McCuUock, 
who  is  a  keen  young  sportsman,  and  bound  to  kill 
some  of  the  fine  springers  that  are  rurming  up  from 
the  sea  as  fast  as  their  fins  can  carry  them. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  river  level  has 
fallen  pretty  quickly  during  the  week,  and  with  a 
continuance  of  this  decrease  the  pools  will  soon  be 
fishable.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  S.  C.  VaiLsittart  killed 
one  salmon,  131b. ;  and  the  fishermen  one  salmon. 
151b.  On  Newgarden,  the  fishermen  killed  three 
salmon,  111b.,  201b.,  35|lb.  On  Hermitage  the 
fishermen  killed  three  salmon,  8lb..  lO^lb.,  311b. — 
John  Enright  &  Son. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 

Veytaux. — Last  week  the  weather  turned  cold 
and  dull,  and  is  now  very  wet.  I  have  been  unable 
to  visit  the  Rhone  Valley  streams  myself,  and  have 
not  heard  of  anyone  else  who  has  done  so.  It  is 
quite  time  now  that  fair  fishing  conditions  arrived, 
and  after  this  rain  something  may  be  done. — 
Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  The  pier  has  yielded  poor 
returns  for  the  past  five  or  six  days,  and  anglers 
have  been  but  few.  The  water  has  remained  of 
good  colour,  but  the  general  run  of  the  fish  taken 
has  been  very  small  indeed,  most  of  the  flatfish 
having  to  be  returned  to  their  native  element  by 
virtue  of  their  immature  growth.  Mr.  Chapman 
and  Mr.  Holmes  fished  for  several  hours  on  April  4 
with  very  indifferent  results,  and  on  the  following 
day  only  one  rod  was  in  evidenc^  its  wielder 
meeting  with  no  better  success,  the  water  on  the 
ebb  tide  being  very  discoloured.  No  one  put  in  an 
early  appearance  on  Monday  (April  6),  but  later 
in  the  day  Mr.  Holmes  made  a  fair  mixed  bag, 
including  one  fine  sole-dab,  and  he  also  hooked 
but  failed  to  land  a  large  nurse-dog.  Mr.  Bushnell's 
catch  consisted  of  a  few  small  dabs,  and  Mr.  Chap- 
man's best  fish  was  a  handsome  sole,  taken  during 
evening  hours.  Mr.  T.  Sexton,  Mr.  Philp,  and 
Mr.' J.  Sexton  joined  the  pier  ranks  on  April  7,  the 
water  on  that  day  being  particularly  bright.  Six 
nurse-dogs  of  average  size  were  taken  upon  white- 
bait, but  all  other  species  were  very  scarce.  Easter 
visitors  must  not  anticipate  a  great  amount  of 
sport  unless  conditions  of  weather  improve.  Bait 
of  all  kinds  is  easily  procurable.  —  J.  Richaedson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  mackerel  boats  are  busy  getting 
their  whiffing  gear  in  order,  as  they  are  expecting 
these  fish  from  the  westward,  where  they  have  been 
having  good  catches  in  the  drift  nets.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  season  will  be  better  than  last, 
which  was  almost  a  blank,  as  regards  hook  and  line. 
Some  spring  pollack  have  been  taken,  but  they  are 
outside  the  breakwater  as  yet ;  we  are  quite  ready 
for  them  directly  they  come  inside,  as  they  show 
good  sport  either  whiffing  or  fishing  at  anchor  with 
drift  lines.  The  school  bass  up  the  Hamoaze  are 
not  feeding  so  well. — William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate.  —  The  strong  westerly  and  south- 
westerly winds  that  have  prevailed  during  the  week 
have  greatly  interfered  with  fishing.  A  few  codling 
and  flatfish  have  been  taken  from  the  Iron  Pier ; 
from  the  West  Pier  and  landing-stages  some  pollack 
have  been  had,  and  the  one  or  two  boats  that  have 
been  out  have  taken  some  codling  and  flatfish. 
The  tides  suit  well  for  the  Easter  holidays,  it  being 
high  tide  on  Good  Friday,  April  10,  and  if  the 
wind  moderates  fair  sport  should  be  obtained. — 
Grey  Mtjllett. 

Walmer.  —  Codling,  which  have  lately  been 
unusually  numerous,  appear  to  have  moved  off  in  a 
direction  unknown,  only  an  occasional  capture  of 
these  useful  fish  having  been  recorded  during  the 
past  week.  Pouting,  flatfish,  and  "  dogs  "  are  faii-ly 
plentiful,  but  they  seem  to  offer  little  attraction  to 
anglers,  very  few  of  whom  have  been  afloat  lately. 
Some  of  the  professional  fishermen  have  done 
pretty  well  with  the  pouting;  dressed  whiting 
fashion  ^they  find  a  ready  market  amongst  the 
holiday 'visitors,  who  are  now  arriving  in  consider- 
able numbers.  Weather  pro-spects  for  Easter  are 
difficult  to  indicate,  the  season  is  so  proverbially 
uncertain.  At  the  time  of  writing  it  is  somewhat 
overcast  with  strong  breeze  from  N.W.,  but  there 
are  no  indications  of  bad  weather  in  the  immediate 
future.  More  cannot  be  said. — Charles  Htjssey 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — Fishing  here  is  now  very  good.  At 
the  Breakwater  good  takes  of  pollack  are  the  rule, 
running  from  ^ID.  to  21b,    In  the  harboMr  gcfod 


takes  of  bass,  peal,  whiting,  and  codling  are  hsA 
most  evenings.  Some  very  fine  flatfish  have  been 
taken  in  the  Backwater,  The  tides  will  be  very 
good  for  evening  fishing  during  the  holidays. — A.  H. 
Roberts. 


Jlssociaf  ions 

(Special  Meetings). 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 
Lee  Competition. 
As  the  prizes  are  to  be  distributed  on  April  27, 
I  shall  be  glad  if  donors  would  kindly  send  same 
in  as  early  as  possible.  They  are  to  be  issued  in 
kind,  so  cash  may  be  remitted  to  9,  Hetley-road, 
Shepherd's  Bush,  to  be  expended  by  the  com- 
mittee, or  articles  sent  direct  to  the  George  and 
Dragon,  St.  John  street,  Clerkenwell.  —  W.  H. 
Barber. 


I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt 
of  £3  from  Cobden  A.S.,  £2  Campbell  United 
A.S.,  and  6s.  Royal  George.  The  committee  will 
meet  on  April  17  and  24. — W".  H.  Barber. 

City  of  London  Pisoatoeial  Society — 

At  the  meeting  of  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox 
presided.  A  very  satisfactory  announcement  wa<» 
made  as  to  the  conclusion  of  a  provisional 
arrangement  by  which  members  will  be  allowed 
to  fish  water  of  considerable  extent  adjoining  that 
hitherto  available  for  members  of  the  society. 
Fishing  reports  were  scarce,  but  discussions 
took  place  on  sea-fishing,  &c.,  and  on  general 
arrangements  in  view  of  programme  to  be 
shortly  issued.  Some  very  curious  specimens  of 
marine  worms  were  exhibited  by  the  chairman  ; 
and  the  library  received  an  acquisition  in  the 
shape  of  a  volume  from  Mr.  Parker,  who  was 
duly  thanked  for  the  donation.  There  will  be  an 
outing  to  Leigh-on-Sea  on  April  21.  Members 
wishing  to  participate  should  communicate  at 
once  with  Mr.  C.  E.  Fosbrooke,  of  27,  Great 
Tower-street,  E.C.,  who  has  kindly  undertaken 
to  make  arrangements. — Hon.  Sec. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers — 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  April  5,  Capt. 
Wing  being  in  the  chair.  The  annual  report 
stated  that  the  society  had  enjoyed  another  suc- 
cessful season;  more  matches  had  been  held  than 
ever  before,  and,  on  the  whole,  the  entries  were 
very  satisfactory.  The  autumn  fishing  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Orwell  was  quite  up  to  the 
average,  but  did  not  compare  with  the  previous 
season  ;  though  whiting  had  been  taken  well  up 
the  river,  even  close  to  the  Ipswich  Dock  en- 
trance. The  winter  meetings  of  the  society 
had,  as  usual,  been  devoted  to  a  series  of  lectures 
and  papers,  followed  by  discussion  upon  the 
subject  introduced.  There  were  no  outstanding 
liabilities,  and  a  satisfactory  balance  remained  in 
hand.  The  committee  learned  with  considerable 
satisfaction  of  the  recent  apprehension  and  con- 
viction of  poachers  on  the  river  Stour  at  Nayland. 
and  voted  a  sum  of  half  a  guinea  as  a  reward  to 
the  police  officers  concerned.  Thanks  were  given 
to  the  donors  of  prizes,  and  also  to  the  editors  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  East  Anglian  Daily 
Times  for  reporting  the  society's  proceedings 
during  the  past  twelve  months.  All  the  officers 
were  re-elected,  and  it  was  decided  that  the 
meetings  should  in  futiu-e  be  held  on  the  third 
Monday  in  each  month.  The  annual  dirmer  was 
fixed  for  May  2,  when  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Churchman 
has  promised  to  preside. — H.  C.  W. 

Walsall  Fountain  Angling  Club — 

The  Walsall  Fountain  Angling  Club,  who  have 
for  their  president  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Hather- 
ton,  held  its  annual  meeting  at  the  Central  Hall 
recently,  Mr.  H.  Gre^son  being  in  the  chair. 
After  the  usual  business,  and  a  lengthy  discussion 
on  the  advisability  of  increasing  the  membership 
(which  has  hitherto  been  limited  to  forty)  and 
renting  more  water  in  addition  to  the  beautiful 
mile  and  a  half  stretch  of  the  river  Trent  at 
Armitage,  Mr.  Osbaldeston,  in  a  very  compli- 
mentary speech,  eulogised  the  efficient  maimer  in 
which  Mr.  N.  E.  Payne,  hon.  secretary,  had 
worked  in  the  interest  of  the  club,  to  the  delight 
aad  satisfaction  of  every  one  concerned,  and, 
finally,  asked  that  gentleman  to  accept,  on  behalf 
of  all  the  members,  a  very  handsome  pike  rod 
and  reel,  made  by  Messrs.  SI  iter,  of  Newark, 
with  the  inscription  beautifully  engraved  on  a 
silver  plate: — "Presented  to  Mr.  N.  E.  Payne, 
hon.  secretary  of  the  Walsall  Fountain  Angling 
Club,  March  Uth,  1903."  This  was  given  with 
their  best  wishes  and  appreciative  thanks  for  his 
services,  and  they  hoped  that  he  would  long  be 
with  them,  as  his  enthusiasm  was  th6  centre  and 
foundation  of  the  club's  ptrogi'ess. 


Sowings  bg  t^e  iSap. 


Happiness  does  not  consist  in 
in  hoping  much. — Lamennais. 


possessing  much,  but 


Mr.  J .  Habbottle,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  Northumbrian 
Anglers  Federation,  tells  me  he  proposes  to  publish 
a  volume  of  "  Songs  for  Anglers."  Most  of  these 
songs  will  be  original,  but  the  volume  will  include 
songs  by  Roxby,  Doubleday,  and  other  well-known 
"'arblers.  I  shall  give  the  book  a  warm  welcome, 
and  I  hope  that  many  of  the  songs  will  be  sung 
where  anglers  do  congregate  next  winter.  I  would 
rather  hear  "  The  Auld  Fisher's  Farewell  to  Coquet  " 
by  Rosby,  or  "The  Fillin'  o'  the  Creel,"  by  Har- 
bottle,  at  an  angler'  dinner,  than  "Come  where 
the  Booze  is  Cheaper,"  or  "A  Little  Bit  off  the 
Top,  songs  which  cannot  possibly  appeal  to  anglers. 
Give  us  the  song-book,  Mr.  Harbottle,  and  "with 
something  mellowin'  to  the  organ,"  as  Mr.  Boffin 
said,  I'll  tune  my  merry  notes,  my  merry  notes 
to  your  angling  lays. 


Wood  as  house  fuel,  says  Rod  and  Gun  in  Canada, 
is  certamly  to  be  preferred  to  the  soft  coal  abomin- 
ation to  which  many  were  reduced.  It  is  dusty  and 
dirty  in  the  handling,  and  the  black  smoke  befouls 
the  atmosphere  and  begrimes  the  houses  and  every- 
thing else  with  which  it  comes  in  contact.  The 
dingy  appearance  of  many  American  cities  is  largely 
due  to  this  cause,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  cele- 
brated fogs  of  old  London  may  date  their  origin 
from  the  beginning  of  the  use  of  coal  as  a  fuel.  It 
is  said  that  fogs  began  in  London  when  the  inhabi- 
tants were  only  35,000  in  number,  the  reason  being 
the  employment  of  coal  instead  of  wood  for  fuel- 
at  that  time  quite  a  new-fangled  notion. 

*  *  «  •  « 

^In  1406,  the  king  commanded  that  "fire-makers 
should  cease  their  burning  of  sea  coal  and  make 
then:  fires  of  such  fuel  as  wood,  as  had  been  formerly 
used."  It  happened,  however,  that  Mr.  Richard 
Whittmgton,  of  revered  memory,  who  turned  again 
at  the  sound  of  the  Bow  Beils,  formed,  with  others 
the  coal  trust  of  that  day,  and  they  made  most  of 
their  money  by  shipping  coal.  "So,"  it  is  naively 
said,  "  the  proclamation  had  no  effect."  Unofficial 
experiments  show  that  in  a  week  six  tons  of  solid 
matter,  consisting  of  soot  and  a  variety  of  tarry 
hydrocarbons,  highly  injurious  to  animal  and  veae- 
table  life,  are  deposited  on  a  square  mile  in  London 
and,  after  being  purified  to  this  extent,  the  fo^^  is 
greeted  by  the  country  people  upon  whom  it  is 
carried  down  by  the  wind  with  the  epithet  of 
"  London  dirt." 


A  Caeol  of  the  Sea. 
The  siu-ges  moan  beneath  the  keel  ; 

Their  cadences,  now  soft,  now  loud. 
Throb  out  in  murmurous  appeal 

The  antiphon  of  sheet  and  shroud  

Faint  chords,  O  Lord,  that  lift  to  Thee 
The  voice  of  Thine  eternal  Sea. 
For  we  are  far  from  choir  and  fane 

Who  serve  the  temple  of  Thy  sky. 
Yet  we  have  heard  the  hurricane 

Declare  Thine  awful  majesty. 
And  learnt  the  Trade  Wind  lilt  that  sighs 
In  concords  won  from  Paradise. 
Tho'  we  have  met  Thy  mercies  mute 

(Hark  !  where  the  tolling  fog-bell  swings), 
Yet  we  have  marked  Thy  reed  and  lute 

In  falling  wave  and  wind-pluckt  strings. 
Take  them,  O  Lord,  from  this  Thy  sea 
Our  hymn  to  Thy  Nativity. 

— Phil.  Price  Current. 


Fifty  years  ago  a  few  sportsmen  met  together  to 
devise  means  for  stocking  the  streams  and  looking 
after  the  spawning-beds  of  the  Derwent  Water 
trout.  The  angling  association  that  was  then  born 
has  never  completely  died  out,  and  gained  a  new 
lease  of  life  when  the  Derwent  Fishery  Board  came 
into  active  existence.  That  fishery  board  virtually 
obtained  fishing  rights  over  what,  but  for  the 
poaching  and  certain  difficulties  of  salmon  netting 
at  Its  mouth,  would  have  been  one  of  the  best 
salmon  rivers  in  England.  Frank  Buckland  called 
the  lake  and  neighbourhood  "the  finest  natural 
fish-breeding  district  in  the  United  Kingdom." 
■***•♦ 

Frank  Buckland's  words  are  about  to  be  put  to 
the  test.  Thanks  to  the  enthusiasm  of  an  angler 
who  has  come  to  live  near  the  shores  of  Derwent 
Water,  a  meeting  was  summoned  recently,  and  was 
attended  by  the  bulk  of  the  riparian  o\vners  of 
Dervvent  Water  and  by  representatives  of  the  lords 
of  the  manor,  the  local  angling  association,  and 
the  Derwent  Fishery  Board,  to  consider  the  question 
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of  getting  rid  of  pike  and  perch,  and  of  restocking 
Derwent  Water  on  so  large  a  scale  as  to  ensure  as 
fine  trout  fishing  as  may  be  had  on  Loch  Leven  or 
Lake  Vyrnwy,  or  the  Irish  lakes.  Derwent  Water 
which  has  so  far  been  allowed  to  lie,  from  the 
sportsman's  standpoint,  almost  as  barren  water 
has,  by  nature,  every  chance  of  being  a  first-rate 
fishing-ground.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  one  of  the 
shallowest  of  the  English  lakes.  With  an  acreage 
of  two  miles'  surface,  it  only  averages  eighteen  feet 
of  depth  throughout.  Then  its  bottom  feeding 
ground  is  very  abundant  throughout  the  year  both 
water-snails  and  weeds,  which  would  support  a 
very  large  stock  of  fish,  exist  in  any  quantity.  As 
to  the  quality  of  the  lake  trout  there  are  no  two 
opinions,  and  the  size  at  which  they  run  proves 
how  good  the  feeding  is.  It  shoiUd  be  remembered 
to  the  advantage  of  Derwent  Water,  that  it  has  an 
excellent  rise  of  the  Green  Drake. 

*  *  » 

Derwent  Water  should  flom-ish.  There  is  splendid 
accommodation.  There  are  thousands  of  busy  men 
in  Lancashire  and  the  North  who  can  and  will 
willingly  take  two  or  tliree  days  off  for  a  run  to  a 
fishing-ground  within  comparatively  easy  reach 
They  have  neither  time  nor  monev  for  a  run  to 
Loch  Leven  or  a  sail  across  the  "Irish  Channel 
burely  many  will  avail  themselves  of  a  chance  of  a 
moderate  basket  on  Derwent  Water.  An  earnest 
executive  committee  are  determined  that  such  men 
shall  not  have  visited  Derwent  Water  in  vain 


Last  week  Mr.  Jas.  Macdonald,  the  proprietor  of 
the  Eglmton  Hotel,  Dalmellington,  turned  into 
the  feeders  of  Loch  Doon  2500  Loch  Leven  trout 
fry,  from  the  Howietoun  Fishery,  Stirling,  with  a 
view  of  crossing  the  native  trout. 


The  Skipper  and  his  boy  were  having  a  day's 
jack  fishing  at  the  close  of  the  season.  We  intended 
to  ramble,  and  we  did.  We  told  the  host  of  the 
village  "pub"  where  we  hoped  to  be  at  a  certain 
time  and  he  promised  to  send  us  down  a  substantial 
luncheon.  "  Time  wore  on."  as  the  poet  says,  but 
no  luncheon  arrived.  At  last  a  speck  on  the  horizon 
was  "observed." 

***** 

It  grew  nearer — and  nearer  !  Then  it  was  dis- 
covered that  a  little  boy  was  carrying  a  large 
basket.  The  garcon  {son  of  the  host.  M.  le  Smitli) 
who,  though  born  in  France,  had  lived  long  enough  in 
Sussex  to  learn  another  language,  said:  "Maister 
vous  voulez  laugh  !  Faither  savs  il  est  ecris  a 
jolly  fine  menu."    This  was  the 

MENU. 

Soups. 

t'n  Chateau  d'Espagne. 
Fis'i. 
Le  luenie  chose. 
Entrees. 
Coup  lie  Mouton  aux  fin. 
•Tambon  en  tranches. 
Belevf'S. 

Chair  de  Cochon  en  tranches. 
Aloyau  de  Mouton  en  tranches.' 
Pain.    Poivre.  Sel. 
Dessert. 
.tellie  en  glace.  Oranges. 
Serviettes— Cui  dents. 

Boissons. 
Bier  a  la  M.  le  Smith, 

Hotel  de  Brown  Bear. 


Like  his  brother,  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  Sir 
George  Kekewich  is  devoted  to  sport,  which  in  his 
case  takes  the  form  of  salmon-fishing— a  mode  of 
recreation  which  he  regards  as  a  panacea  for  all 
human  ills.  On  the  Usk  in  Wales  he  has  caught  as 
many  as  twelve  lordly  specimens  in  a  day,  as  he 
proudly  boasts,  weighing  anything  from  381b.  down- 
wards, and,  like  all  good  fishermen,  hopes  to  do 
even  better  on  some  future  occasion. 


Bacon:  "My  wife  reads  every  new  work  that 
comes  out."  Egbert:  "All  the  new  fiction  I 
suppose  ?  "  "  Yes,  all  of  it."  "  And  I  am  prepared 
to  wager  that  she  has  never  read  the  Declaration  of 
Independence."  "Well,  I  don't  remember  having 
heard  her  mention  that,  but  if  she  hasn't  read  it  I 
uess  you  can  conclude  it  isn't  any  good." 


A  BOAT  competition  in  connection  with  the  South- 
end A.A.  (open  to  all  comers)  will  b©  held  on 
Easter  Monday,  April  13.  Start  at  10.30  a.m.; 
weigh  in  at  5.30.  Competitors  to  meet  at  Davis's 
Boat-house,  Westcliff,  at  10.15  a.m.  Entrance  fee. 
Is.  Competitors  can  have  boats  provided  on 
payment  of  Is.  6d.  each,  in  addition  to  entrance 
tee.  Valuable  pn'zes.  Competitors  alight  at  West- 
cliff  Station.    Mr.  O.  M.  Howard  is  the  hon.  sec. 


April  11,  1903 

Alas  !  poor  Jingo.  I  knew  him  well,  A  fellow 
of  most  infinite  bulk,  of  most  excellent  fancy. 


A  REOOED  grampus  was  caught  last  summer  by 
the  crew  of  an  Irish  fishing  boat  off  Kinsale.  It 
was  20ft.  long,  and  weighed  four  tons. 


In  a  special  article  in  the  Daily  Chronicle  a 
"fishery  expert"  points  out  that  "the  present 
Government  in  its  action  with  regard  to  fishery  in- 
vestigations has  afforded  to  those  of  the  public 
who  take  any  interest  in  such  affairs  a  remarkable 
spectacle.  It  has  encouraged  two  opposite  policies 
at  the  same  time,  and  given  its  authority  and  a 
large  grant  of  money  for  the  execution  of  the  one. 
while  the  other  was  still  under  consideration.'" 


On  ;  can  of  salmon,  or  the  same  amount  of  any 
cold  fish,  either  boiled  or  baked,  and  from  which 
remove  the  skin  and  bones.  Chop,  when  cold 
three  large  boiled  potatoes,  and  mix  with  the  fish' 
Rub  smooth  the  yolks  of  three  hard-boiled  eggs 
season  with  pepper,  salt,  and  mustard;  add  two 
table-spoonsful  of  cream  and  one  gill  of  vinegar  • 
pour  the  dressing  over  the  fish  and  potatoes.  ' 


"F.  E.  R."  asks,  "Is  there  any  way  a  pair  of 
rubber  boots  can  be  dried  when  wet  inside  without 
damaging  them  ?  "  By  heating  a  panful  of  sand  so 
that  It  IS  almost  hot.  The  sand  is  then  poured  into 
the  boots.  If  one  application  is  not  enough  try 
again.  This  method  is  the  only  safe  one  to 
thoroughly  dry  them  without  damage. 


The  Lobster  Hatchebv. 
Nature  grim,  in  remorseless  mood. 

Undoes  the  work  that  she  has  done. 
And  out  of  every  lobster  brood 

Slays  ninety-nine  and  keeps  but  one. 

Art  stretches  o'er  the  horrid  scene 
Her  skilful  and  remedial  sway — 
And  when  I  speak  of  "  Art  "  I  mean 
The  Fish  Commission,  U.S.A. 

It  takes  the  tender  lobsterlet, 
^  And  gives  him  food  and  kiad  advice. 
Changes  his  boots  if  they  are  wet. 
Brushes  his  hair  and  makes  him  nice. 

And  lo,  this  baby  of  the  sea 

In  gratitude  begins  to  thrive  ; 
Where  one  per  cent,  it  used  to  bo, 
Fifty,  all  fat,  remain  alive. 

O  noble  work,  heroic,  grand. 

That  saves  in  scientific  ways 
Those  little  lisping  lobsters,  and 

Keeps  them  for  me  and  mayonnaise. 

— Daily  Chronicle. 

In  answer  to  "  Westward  Ho  !  "  who  is  going  to 
'Merrica,  I  may  say  the  local  fishing  grounds  near 
New  York  are  many  in  number  and  fruitful  of  fish. 
Boats  can  Ibe  had  at  all  of  them,  and  usually  bait. 
The  charge  for  boats  ranges  from  50  cents  up  to 
1  dollar  per  day,  and  sufficient  bait  for  a  day's  fish- 
ing can  be  had  for  50  cents,  excluding,  however, 
shedder  crabs,  which  vary  in  price  with  the  supply! 
The  following  usual  baits,  shedder  crabs,  blood 
worms,  sand  worms,  fiddlers,  shrimps,  and  clams,  can 
almost  always  be  had  at  the  tackle  stores;  but  skim- 
mers, killies,  spearing  clams  and  fiddlers  can  be  had 
at  all  fishing  stations.  Motor  and  sail  boats  can  be 
hired  at  all  fishing  stations  (at  least  a  week's  notice 
should  be  given).  Boats  and  captain  can  usually 
be  hired  from  10  dollars  per  day  at  the  following 
places  :  Seaside,  Rockaway  Park,  Holland's,  Ham- 
mel's.  Broad  Channel,  Raunt,  Goose  Creek,  Canarsie. 
All  these  places  are  situated  on  Jamaica  Bay,  L.I. 
Other  places  are  Wreck  Lead,  L.I. ;  Long  Beach', 
L.I. ;  Sheepshead  Bay.  Gravesend  Bay,  Fort  Hamil- 
ton, Sea  Bright,  South  Beach,  etc.,  for  outside  deep- 
sea  fishing.  I  wish  "Westward  Ho!"  good  luck, 
and  that  I  was  going  to  cast  a  "fiddler  "  with  him! 


He  was  a  very  much  married  man,  having  already 
buried  three  spouses,  but  the  matrimonial  yoke 
seemed  to  agree  with  him  so  well  that  he  proposed 
very  soon  to  take  a  fourth  wife.  "I  hear  your 
father  is  going  to  be  married  again,"  said  a  friend 
of  the  family  to  one  of  our  hero's  elder  daughters. 
"  When  is  it  to  be,  and  where  ?  "  "  At  St.  George's 
Church,  on  Thursday  next,"  was  the  reply.  "And 
who  will  perform  the  ceremony  ?  "  persisted  the 
inquirer.  "Oh!  Rev.  Mr.  Jonas,  I  suppose," 
answered  the  young  lady  ;  "he  usually  marries 
papa-"  Dragnet. 
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tmiat  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  account  of  the  recent  heavy  rains  trout  fishing 
has  been  very  much  off ;  the  rivers  and  their  adj  acont 
streams  have  been  bank  high  and  running  in  full 
force,  and  the  prospects  for  the  Easter  holidays 
appear  to  look  very  dull.  Up  to  the  present  very 
little  has  been  done  in  the  trout  business,  but  still 
we  have  hopes  of  a  good  season  in  store  for  us.  I 
hear  that  some  very  good  prospects  are  in  store, 
but  we  shall  have  to  wait  until  the  sun  shines 
again ;  so  far  we  have  had  very  little  sunshine, 
but  stUl  the  country  begins  to  look  very  nice,  the 
apple  and  pear  tress  are  out  in  full  blossom,  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Pershore  district  the 
country  is  beginning  to  look  lovely.  1  am  pleased 
to  hear  that  the  Union  Club,  which  is  held  at  the 
Union  Inn,  Berner-street — this  club  has  been  in 
existence  for  only  two  months,  yet  they  can  boast 
of  a  membership  of  over  140  fully  paid-up  members 
—  have  decided  to  hold  their  contest  in  the 
Hockley  Piscatorial  waters  at  Eardington  on 
the  last  Sunday  in  August  next.  A  new 
society  has  been  formed  at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel, 
Handsworth  ;  they  have  become  affiliated  with  the- 
B.D.U.A.A.  They  have  some  very  good  influential 
members,  and  their  object  is  to  rent  water  for  the 
use  of  the  members  only.  A  new  club  has  been 
formed  at  the  White  Swan,  Edmund-street,  close 
to  the  Town  Hall.  The  club  has  for  its  object  the 
renting  of  water.  The  subscription  is  Ss.  per  annum, 
payable  quarterly.  They  have  already  twenty-five 
members  on  the  books,  and  they  have  the 
sum  of  over  £5  in  hand.  The  Presdent  is  Mr. 
H.  W.  Miller,  the  secretary  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association ;  the  secretary  is  Mr.  W. 
Bagley ;  and  the  hon.  secretary  is  W.  H.  Procter. 
A  very  strong  committee  has  been  appointed,  and 
it  remains  to  be  seen  how  the  new  club  will  succeed. 
I  wish  to  mention  that  in  the  near  future  we  must 
have  only  one  association  in  the  City  of  Birming- 
ham. So  far  the  P.A.A.  have  done  good  work 
outside  the  city,  but  they  are  not  required  within 
a  reasonable  distance  of  the  city. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

With  almost  everything  else  favourable,  it  is 
rather  a  pity  that  the  weather  conditions  should 
be  detrimental  to  sport.  There  have  been  a  few 
bright  intervals,  but  on  the  whole  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  imagine  a  worse  order  of 
things,  for  rain  and  hail  have  made  their  presence 
felt  almost  every  day  of  late,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
severe  wind  storms,  which  have  absolutely  pre- 
vented anything  being  done  with  the  fly.  The 
streams  have,  consequently,  fluctuated  conside_r- 
ably,  rising  and  falling,  in  fact,  on  alternate  days. 
Under  such  conditions  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
majority  of  anglers  have  preferred  to  remain  at 
home.  True  several  rods  have  tried  their  luck  at 
bottom  fishing,  but  by  far  the  greater  proportion 
of  trout  fishermen  have  not  as  yet  wetted  a  line. 
So  poor,  however,  has  been  the  success  attending 
the  efforts  of  those  wlio  have  been  out,  that  there 
is  practically  nothing  to  record.  If  the  weather 
keeps  fine  this  week  and  the  temperature  improves, 
the  streams  should  have  fined  down  sufficiently  to 
enable  holiday  anglers  to  have  a  spell  of  sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  although  bright  at  times  has  been 
very  stormy,  consequently  not  much  sport  has  been 
anticipated  in  this  district,  yet  the  waters  are  all  in 
nice  condition,  either  for  fly  or  minnow  fishing, 
should  the  weather  prove  favourable  during  Easter 
week.  One  angler,  swimming  the  worm  at 
Frodingham  Beckend,  secured  two  nice  trout,  one 
scaling  15oz.,  and  the  other  a  little  short  of  21b., 
both  fish  being  in  grand  condition ;  below 
Hempholme  several  brace  of  small  trout  have  been 
taken,  but  being  under  ^Ib.  each  were  returned 
to  the  waters  again.  The  Driffield  Canal  is  in 
nice  trim,  and  from  Driffield  to  Whinhill  Lock 
is  a  nice  fly  water,  and  from  here  to  Wansford 
and  Brigham  some  good  fish  are  generally  to 
be  found.  Frodingham  Beck,  Kelk  Beck, 
and  other  tributaries  are  also  in  nice  ply, 
and  the  river  Hull  from  Wilfholme  to  Hull  Bridge 
is  in  first-class  order  for  anglers,  should  the  weather 
prove  favourable  during  the  holidays;  flounders 
and  eels  are  now  fairly  on  the  run,  and  the  match 
fishers  should  find  decent  sport  between  Hull 
Bridge  and  Wawne,  and  several  good  trout  are  on 
the  move  in  these  waters.  On  Saturday,  March 
28,  the  500  young  trout  presented  by  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  were  successfully  transferred  to  the 
river,  at  Hull  Bridge,  by  the  officials  of  the  Hull 
Amalgamation,  and  a  nice  heathy  lot  they  were. 
Several  very  good  flounders  of  eight  and  nine  ounces 


each  have  been  shown  at  the  clubs ;  the  "  Kings 
Own  "  Angling  Society  fished  their  first  match  of 
the  season  on  March  29  at  Hull  Bridge. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

One  of  the  leading  items  of  interest  in  this  county 
is  the  acquisition  of  an  extended  length  of  the 
Bridgwater  Canal  for  the  use  of  coarse  fishers.  Of 
course,  there  is  the  usual  amount  of  silly  rumours 
going  about,  no  doubt  circulated  by  certain  disap- 
pointed officials  who  would  like  everything  their 
own  way.  Fifteen  new  names  have  been  added  to 
the  roll  call  of  the  Warrington  Association,  who 
intimate  a  rather  interesting  change  in  constitution. 
A  Warrington  angler,  Mr.  Jas.  Bancroft,  has  made 
a  walking  stick  of  10,923  used  penny  stamps  of  the 
Victorian  reign.  The  same  was  forwarded  to  the 
King  who,  through  "Knollys,"  intimates  his 
pleasure  in  accepting  the  same.  Not  much  sport 
must  be  expected  from  our  rivers  during  Easter ; 
reports  are  scarce  and  wonderfully  reticent  in 
dealing  with  prospective  sport.  Anything  more 
depressing  than  the  angler's  prospects  at  the 
present  moment  would  be  hard  to  find. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

After  all  our  expectations  for  the  Easter  holidays 
it  can  be  taken  as  a  fact  that  the  turn  out  of  city 
rods  will  be  on  a  limited  scale.  The  clerk  of  the 
weather  is  nothing  if  not  consistent,  and  his  con- 
sistency during  the  past  few  weeks  is  most  cona- 
mendable.  So  late  as  the  date  of  writing  there  is 
nothing  beyond  a  retail  demand  for  tackle,  and 
dealers  are  praying  for  the  great  rush  which  they 
hoped  for.  There  is,  of  course,  the  usual  demand 
for  repairs  that  ought  to  have  been  done  during  the 
winter.  It  is  certain  that  a  great  number  of  our  City 
rods  will  visit  the  Bollin  during  the  Easter  so  near 
upon  us.  A  late  report  from  there  speaks  of  few  rods 
out — almost  all  got  fish  ;  only  a  few  fine  days 
wanted  to  improve  matters,  and  then  sport  will  be 
good  for  Easter.  The  Longsight  Angling  Associa- 
tion have  arranged  their  ann\ial  events  as  follows : — 
June  27,  Irlam ;  July  11,  Chapel-en-le-Frith  ; 
Aug.  1,  Poynton;  Aug.  15,  Combs;  and  Sept.  5, 
Irlam.  The  consolation  contest  is  not  yet  arranged 
for,  but  will  be  later  on. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Prospects  for  holiday  anglers  were  not  particularly 
bright  at  the  period  of  writing,  for  a  strong  north 
wind  was  howling,  and  the  weather  generally  seemed 
thoroughly  unsettled.  The  Trent  had,  however, 
materially  decreased  in  volume,  and  was  offering 
inducements  to  the  troutist  to  bring  the  spinning 
minnow  into  active  service.  Fish  ought  to  be 
plentiful  at  Shardlow  and  in  the  waters  of  the 
district,  and  I  hope,  in  my  next  report,  to  be  able 
to  announce  the  capture  of  a  brace  or  two.  So  far 
no  salmon  appear  to  have  been  seen.  Eels  of  the 
m'igratory  species  are  ascending  the  river  in  con- 
siderable quantities,  and  trout  anglers,  employing 
the  worm  as  hook-bait,  are  certain  to  be  seriously 
troubled  with  them.  The  season  for  trout  is  due 
to  open  on  the  lower  section  of  the  Greet  on  Good 
Friday.  Pike  and  perch  have  about  got  through 
the  spawning  ordeal,  and  few  disturbances  of  the 
former  in  the  shallow  parts  of  the  various  backwaters 
have  been  reported.  The  City  Waltonians  announce 
their  half-yearly  dinner  and  presentation  of  prizes 
on  the  night  of  the  23rd  inst.  The  society  is  in 
a  most  flourishing  condition  financially. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  early  trout  fishers  have  faced  rather  boisterous 
weather  lately,  which  has  rendered  the  sport  some- 
what irksome.  In  the  absence  of  beating  rain,  and 
with  the  streams  mostly  clear  and  in  fair  condition, 
however,  anglers  have  not  been  without  encourage- 
ment for  the  Easter  holidays.  Should  the  rain  hold 
off  an  enjoyable  time  will  be  experienced  in  casting 
for  the  wily  fish.  Two  Waltonians,  recently  fishing 
in  the  thick  water  of  the  river  Ure,  near  Askriag, 
claimed  to  have  hooked  the  same  trout,  a  very  fine 
fish.  Worm  was  used  as  bait,  and  it  had  gorged 
itself  with  worms  independently  of  that.  An 
examination  also  revealed  something  more — the 
fish  had  swallowed  a  frog,  and  another  one  was 
protruding  from  its  mouth.  Thus  the  voracity  of 
the  trout  is  again  attested. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  seasonable,  and  sport  is 
showing  much  improvement  generally  throughout 
the  country.  The  Cork  rivers  on  the  whole  fished 
fairly  well,  while  on  the  Lee  some  very  nice  sport 
has  been  had.  At  Waterville  salmon  fishing  has 
improved  lately,  while  the  brown  trout  fishing  has 
been  good.  The  Killarney  lakes  have  not  been 
much  fished  lately,  owing  to  floods,  but  they  are 
nmning  into  order.  Sea-angling  has  commenced 
at  a  few  places  in  Cork  and  Kerry,  and  some 
respectable  sport  had  with  pollack.  Mackeirel  are 
arriving  off  tho  'south-western  coast. 


"iCofcs  from  f^e  ^ox\\). 


The  Prince  of  Wales  has  given  up  his  intended 
visit  to  Deeside  for  the  present,  but  may  come  North 
towards  the  middle  of  May,  when  weather,  water, 
and  sport  will  be  more  certain  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Combe  had  a  261b.  spring  fish  on  the  Carlogie 
Dee  water  last  week — the  top  weight  of  the  season 
in  these  parts. 

Lord  Penrhyn's  Cairnton  water  has  yielded  over 
130  fish  since  the  season  opened,  mostly  to  the  fly 
and  phantom.  His  lordship  has  not  yet  put  in  an 
appearance,  but  his  friends  are  having  some  rare 
sport. 

Messrs.  King  and  Hare,  who  have  had  the  Bal- 
logie  water  since  the  opening,  have  now  shifted  their 
quarters  for  a  month  on  the  Glentana  reaches,  which 
up  till  now  have  been  out  of  it  as  far  as  the  spring 
run  is  concerned.  April,  May,  and  probably  June 
will  tell  a  different  tale. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitzwilliara  have  arrived 
at  Potarch  for  three  months  on  the  Ballogie  Dee 
water,  which  they  have  now  had  for  several  seasons 
in  succession. 


The  Deveron  at  Huntly  opened  for  the  season  on 
the  1st  inst.  This  is  a  local  regulation,  but  a  wise 
one,  and  the  trout  are  all  the  better  for  the  extra 
month's  protection. 

Lord  Saltoun  is  now  making  a  small  charge  for 
the  Philorth  water,  which  affords  some  fair  finnock 
and  sea- trout  angling.  The  Jungle  Cock  ("  Mac- 
kay's")  is  the  favourite  lure  here,  as  also  on  the 
Ythan  and  Ugie,  and  wherever  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  aboiind. 

Mcintosh,  the  King's  keeper  in  the  Ballochbuie 
Forest  at  Balmoral,  last  week  trapped  a  fine  female 
otter,  measuring  45in. 

The  Hon.  W.  L.  AUardyce,  C.B.,  Colonial  Secretary 
and  lately  Acting  Governor  of  Fiji,  is  home  for  a 
holiday.  He  is  the  son  of  Colonel  AUardyce,  Don- 
side,  and  spent  many  years  at  Kincardine  O'Neil 
when  a  youth,  where  he  killed  his  first  salmon  and 
did  for  all  the  big  trout  far  and  near. 

Sir  Henry  Meredith  is  sharing  the  Borrowstone 
water  with  Lord  Garrioch,  and  last  week  landed  six 
fish  to  his  own  rod. 

Kelts  are  very  numerous  on  the  Dm-ris  and  Park 
waters  on  the  Dee  and  lower  waters  of  the  Don. 
Their  presence  in  svich  large  numbers  so  near  the 
sea  means  a  speedy  clearing  out.  By  another  week 
or  so  the  bulk  of  them  will  have  gone  down — and  a 
happy  riddance  to  the  angler  who  respects  his  bait. 

The  Deeside  Hydropathic  at  Murtle  has  some 
miles  of  salmon  and  finnock  fishing  for  the  con- 
venience of  angling  guests.  A  small  extra  is 
charged  according  to  the  season  of  the  year,  but  it 
is  well  worth  it.  The  finnock  fishing  is  undoubtedly 
the  best  on  the  Dee. 

■Mr.  Harry  Duncan  writes  me  from  the  Cabrach  : 
"  Too  early  up  here  for  trouting,  and  salmon  not 
forward  in  anything  like  numbers.  Cannot  say  if 
any  of  the  fish  we  see  moving  about  are  clean  or 
kelts.    Most  probably  the  latter." 

Some  seven  or  eight  miles  of  the  Dee,  including 
the  tidal  and  upwards  to  the  KLncavissie  water,  but 
not  including  it,  is  now  let  off  on  season  tickets  or 
licences,  the  charges  ranging  from  10s.  to  £10  per 
rod — the  latter  being  for  the  Blairs  salmon  pools  till 
the  end  of  June.  Special  Scotch. 


THE  NEPIGON. 


Regabding  an  alleged  deterioration  in  Nepigon 
fishing,  printed  in  a  western  United  States  news- 
paper, Mr.  William  McKirdy,  Fishery  Overseer, 
writes  :  "  I  wish  to  state  that  there  are  no  mills  of 
any  kind  on  the  river,  nor  are  there  any  logs  or 
puipwood  in  any  portion  of  the  stream  where  trout 
is  fished,  nor  can  there  be  seen  one  dead  fish  from 
one  end  of  the  river  to  the  other  ;  in  fact  the  river 
has  never  been  in  better  shape  than  at  the  present 
time.  The  whole  story  is  too  absurd  for  anything, 
and  were  it  not  that  people  who  do  nOt  know  the 
facts  might  give  it  credence  it  would  be  unworthy 
of  notice.  The  whole  article  is  a  deliberate  falsifica- 
tion."— Bod  and  Gun  in  Canada, 
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AISTOLERS^   HOTELS,   FISHHSTO    QUARTERS.  &c. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland 
ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughtepard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lougli  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43  S'^o 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spiing  and  Summer 
Tjout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corril 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  l  lb.  to 
4  lb.  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
12  lb.  and  over.  Very  large  Pike  have  been 
capt  ured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2 sitting  rooms, 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory' 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  taritf  moderate! 

T.  NAVGHTON,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

la  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Maslc  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1*  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  owr 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Term? 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNER3,  Proprietor 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo, 

FREE  SALMOX,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAK 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry 
niannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  Hi  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s..each  per  week  , 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  MOURNE,  Co.  TYRONE. 

Best  Spring  Trout  Pishing  in  Ireland, 
on  the  preserved  Hotel  Waters  of  the 
Mourne,  Strule,  Glenelly,  Derg,  &c. 
Season  opened  April  1.  For  terms,  apply 
to  Mrs.  Mabshall, 

ABERCORN  HOTEL, 

NEWTOWNSTEWART,  IRELAND. 


LOUGH  CORRIB- KILBEC  HOTEL. 

Sheltered  by  pine  woods  ;  centrally  situated  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Cori-ib,  between  Galwav 
Cong,  and  Oughterar.l.  Every  convenience  :  free 
nshmg;  no  waste  of  time  or  car  hire  -  daily 
inail ;  good  men  and  boats ;  steamer  'plyin- 
between  Galway  and  Cong  calls  at  landing  stagS 
twice  daily.  Now  is  the  time  for  the  big  pike 
and  trout,  plenty  of  salmon  on  the  run.  Write 
for  nichisive  terms  to  proprietor,  T  MURPHY 
Kilbeg,  Headford,  co.  Galway 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom 
modation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  bil 
hards  suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
lish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers' board  a* 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission-for  the  season,  ^2  ;  week  7s  M  ■ 
and  day  2.v.  6rf.-toflsh  all  that  stretch'from  the 
\yen  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21s.  per  ^veek,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  5,y.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CEOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.  N.  W.,  Main  line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  hnks  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  e.xcellent  bathing 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
R  ver  Crygill.  M.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  • 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Pniprietor. 


MERRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Jt™^,''  lake-the   best  in 

North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing ;  also 
bea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
cuisine.— Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


Llandrindod  Wells. 
ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 
Golf  Links.     Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Nortli  Welles. 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  'far  from  the  madding  crowd  '  ' 
Terms,  £2  12s.  6fL  per  week.  Station  :  Glyncei- 
riog  via  Chirk.    Postal  Address :  Glyn,  Ruabon 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  6 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £i  53.  per  week.— Wabsworth,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  2d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a,  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
nshiiig,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Br.jwn  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council  Bude 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5;  week,  £2  ■  day  10s 


TO  YACHTSMEN  &  OTHERS 

CANTLEY,  NORFOLK. 

In  the  centre  of  the  Yachting,  Pishing, 
and  Broads  District.  RESIDENCE 
FOR  SALE,  containing  2  Reception 
Rooms,  Hall,  5  Bedrooms,  Bathroom, 
&c.,  with  Garden  Ground.— Apply  to 
George  Pitt  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  50,  Prince  of 
Wales  Road,  Norwich. 


NOW  READY. 

FISHING  IN  WALES. 

BY 

WALTER    M.  GALLICHAN 

("Geiiffrey  Mortiiiter"). 

A  thorough  Guide  for  the  Angler. 
Crown  8vo.,  cloth  gilt,    3s.  &d.  net 

London : 
F.  E.  ROBINSON  &  CO., 
20,  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C. 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRICHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CIR0DLATE3  THROnGHOUT  INDIA,  CETLON, 
BURMAH,  ANB  ASSAM. 
The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  <fec. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16«.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  5d.,  post  free,  Id. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  op  Indu  Press, 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFFICE  :  121.  FliEET  STREET,  B.C. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  ^^^^Sf    f"^  ^aekie 

locoD      1-       .      w.,    .fcjvvt.,  Manufaetupers, 
1,  2,  &  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  &  137,  St.  John  Street  Road, 

riaphic.\ddress:  "FiSHGlo,  London."     LONDON,  E.G.  T»i.>,,w„  .  ,,.,0  r.. 


Telei 


Telephone  :  1129  Central. 


THE  MOST  NATURAL 
FLIES  TIED. 

The  natural  appearance  of  the  bodies  of 
Flies  made  with  Celluloid   has  never 
been  so  near  perfection.    We  invite  Ply 
Fishers'  inspection  of  these  Flies 

elluloid  Bodied  Flies 

PATENT. 


The  following  patterns  of  Trout  Flies  are  in 

fetock,  and  can  be  sent  per  return  of  post. 
March  Brown. 


Cei'ise.  .Teiiny  Spinner. 

Pale  \^  atevy  Dun.  Black  Ant. 

Red  Spinner.  Governoi-. 

Medium  Olive.  liadger  Quill.   

On  Higrhest  Quality  Eyed  Hooks 


Alder. 
Blue  Winged  Olive 
('oachman. 
Claret  Spinner. 
Red  Quill. 
Greenwell's  Glory. 
Black  Gnat. 
Dark  Olive. 
Grannom 
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Orange  Quill. 
Cowdung. 
Pale  Olive. 
Half  Stone. 
Blue  Quill. 
Sherry  Spinner. 
Red  Ant. 
Apple  Green. 
Willow. 

Coch-y-Bondhu. 
per  doz. 


MAY  FLIES 

With  Celluloid  Bodies. 


 „         icompnse  six  patterns,  all  killers.  ^-eiiulo) 

1903  ILI-VSTRATED  CATALOGUE   NOW  READV,' POST  FREE. 


All  Fly 
d  Mays 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Pish:— 

"V""^  9j^^}l"«'  ^^''ar,   Bass,  Sunfish,   Pike,  Perch,   Roach,  Dace  Tench 
Qolden  Orfe,  Golden  Tench,  Goldfish,  Eels.  Crayfish,  Gudgeon,  Minnows,  Burbot.  &c.  ' 

Guaranteed  Safe  Delivery  in  Perfection  Carriers. 

r,«^'^i"i?""l'^*'  Shrimps,  Plants,  Tanks,  Fish  food.  Apparatus,  and  Advice.  Larea 
Crops  of  Rainbows  and  Carp  yearlings.    Grayling  limited  i-arga 

LARGE  NUMBERS  OF  FINE  PERCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE.   ROACH  UNLIMITED. 

Address—      rTJEIOlVIAS  FORD, 
Manov    Flslievy,    Ca.istox>,  ]:.inoolnsliix>e. 

PRICE  LISTS  FREE.  ESTABLISHED  1880. 


DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Iiord  KnoUys  is  commanded  by  the  King 
to  thank  Mr.  Darlington  for  a  copy  of  the 
new  edition,  so  well  got  up,  of  '  London  and 
Environs.' " 

„  .  .  ,  „     "  Nothing  better  could  be  wished  for."— 
British  Weekly. 
"A  briUiaut  book."— The  Timet. 
"Most  emphatically  tops  them  all."— Doflu  Qraphic 

'  Particularly  good."— Academy. 

VISITORS  TO  LONDON  SHOULD  USE 

DARLINGTON'S 

4tb  EDITION, 

REVISED.  5s. 

A'eu?  maps  and  plant, 
ty  E.  C.  COOK  ana        24  Maps 
E.  T.  COOK,  M,A.       and  Plans. 

60  Illustra- 
  tions. 

Visitors  to  Brighton,  Eastbourne,  Hastings,  Bourne' 
mouth,  Exeter,  Sidmouth,  Exmouth,  Teignmouth,  Daw- 
hsh,  Torquay,  Paiguton,  Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  Dart- 
moor,  Fabnouth,  Penzance.  St.  Ives,  Newquay,  Tintagel, 
Clovelly,  Bideford,  Ilfracombe,  Lynton,  Minehead, 
Exmoor  Wye  Valley,  Severn  Valley,  Bath,  Weston-super- 
M.are  Malvern,  Hereford.  Worcester,  Gloucester.  Llan- 
drmdod  Wells,  Llangollen.  Bala.Aber,  Llandudno.Colwyn 
Bay,  Conway,  Penmaeumawr.  Llaufairfechan,  Bangor 
Caruarvon,  Bettwsycoed,  Snowdon,  Rhyl,  Dolgelly  Aber- 
ystwyth. Tow-yn,  Barmouth.  Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  Norwich 
Yarmouth,  and  the  Norfolk  Broads,  The  Isle  of  Wight 
and  Channel  Islands,  should  use 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS,  Is.  Each. 

Iilaiigolu;n  :  Darlinoton  4  Co.        London  :  Simpkin's 
New  York  &  Paris  :  Beentako's. 
Railway  Bookstalls,  and  all  Booksellers. 

PHOTOGRAPHS.  _  Beautiful  Fhotographs  of 
Hcenery,  Rums,  etc.,  m  Switzerland,  Italy,  cfreece, 
lurSey,  Russia,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark.  Palestine 
and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  le.  6d.,  and  2s. 
List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 


LONDON 

AND 

ENVIRONS. 


BEWARE  OF  FRAUDULENT 
IMITATIONS. 


KING'S  NATURAL  (PASTE) 
BAIT, 

White  and  Pink,  is  Sold  Everywhere; 
and  this,  the  original  and  genuine 

KING'S  ROACH  PASTE, 

Has  a  Reputation  of  27  Years. 


Wm.  KING,  Chemist,  IPSWICH. 


TROUT  FLIES. 

Best  quality  Trout,  Grayling,  American,  and 
other  fhes,  carefully  dressed  on  gut  or  eyed 
hooics  to  any  requii-ed  pattern,  sent.  Immedi- 
ate  attention  given  to  both  wholesale  and 
retail  orders,  at  moderate  prices. 

J.  DAVIES, 

7,  Raddlebarn  Lane,  Selly  Oak,  Birmingham. 
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EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce 
that  on  Good  Friday,  with  certain  modifications 
and  additions,  the  trains  will  run  the  same  as 
on  Sundays.    Special  trains  will  be  run  at  5.8  a.m. 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Ipswich  and  at  9.4  to  Yar- 
mouth and  Lowestoft  vid  Ipswich,  both  calling  at 
the  principal  intermediate  stations  ;  special  trains 
will  also  be  run  on  several  of  the  branches  in  con 
nection  with  trains  to  and  from  London.  On 
Saturdaj',   April   11,   for  the  accommodation  of 
persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in  the 
evening,  special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liver- 
pool-street at  12.20  for  Norwich,  vid  Cambridge, 
and  at  12.25  for  Clacton,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft,  vid  Colchester,  calling  at  the  principal 
intermediate  stations.    Excursion  tickets  are  issued 
daily  from  Liverpool-street  and  other  London  and 
suburban  stations  to  Epping  Forest  (Chingford, 
Loughton,  etc.).    There  will  be  special  day  excur- 
sions on  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  Monday, 
and  Tuesday  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Burnham-on- 
Crouch,  etc.    On  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday 
to  Broxboume  and  Rye  House,  and  on  Easter 
Monday  to  Clacton,  Walton,  Dovercourt,  and  Har- 
wich ;    also  on  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool- 
street,  St.  Pancras,  etc.,  to  Hertford,  Cambridge, 
a'ld  Ely  ;  and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town 
only,  for  one,  three,  or  six  days,  to  Yarmouth  and 
Cromer.    Several  of  the  usual  up  expresses  (inclu- 
dng  the  7  a.m.  and  1.17  p.m.  from  Cromer)  will 
not  run  on  Easter  Monday,  but  will  run  instead  on 
Tuesday,  April  14,  on  which  date  restaurant  cars 
will  run  on  the  7  a.m.  from  Cromer  and  the  7.40 
from  Clacton.    On  Tuesday,  April  14,  special  morn- 
ing express  trains  for  Liverpool-street  will  leave 
Felixstowe  Town  at  7.10  a.m.,  Ipswich  7.43  a.m., 
and  Bumham-on-Crouch  at  7.24  a.m.  Restaurant 
cars   are   run   every   week-day    (Bank  Holidays 
excepted)  on  the  trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at 
4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich  and  Cromer  ;  at  5  p.m.  for 
Yarmouth  ;  and  on  the  up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at 
8  a.m.,  Norwich  at  8.46  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at 
8.20  a.m. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  Excursion  Tickets  will  be  issued  to  Paris 
by  the  Night  Mail  Service  leaving  Charing  Cross  at 
9.0p.m.  and  Cannon-street  at  9.5  p.m.  each  evening 
from  April  8  to  1 1  inclusive,  vid  Dover  and  Calais. 
Returning  from  Paris  at  2.40  p.m.  vid  Boulogne,  or 
9.0  p.m.  vid  Calais,  any  day  within  fourteen  days. 
A  Cheap  Excursion  to  Boulogne  will  leave  Charing 
Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday,  April  11,  returning 
at  12.5  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Easter  Monday.  Cheap 
Return  Tickets,  available  for  eight  days,  will  be 
issued  at  Charing  Cross  from  April  8  to  April  13 
inclusive,  available  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m. 
services.     Similar  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to 
Calais  by  the  9.0.  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m.  services.  On 
Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  and  Easter  Monday 
Special  Day  Excursions  will  be  run  to  Boulogne 
and  Calais.     Cheap  Tickets  to  Brussels,  by  the 
Calais,  Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes,  will  be  issued 
from  April  8  to  April  13  inclusive,  available  for 
eight  days.     Special    Cheap    Eight-Day  Return 
Tickets  to  Amsterdam,  the  Hague,  and  other  Dutch 
towns,  vid  Queenboro'  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued 
from  April  8  to  April  13,  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria 
and  Holborn  at  9.25  a.m.  Cheap  Eight-Day  Return 
Tickets  to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from  April  8  to 
April   13  inclusive.     During    the    Holidays  the 
Continental  Services    will    run    as    usual.  The 
home    arrangements    are    as    follows :  —  Cheap 
Return  Tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards 
Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Heme 
Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs, 
Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folke- 
stone,  ShornclifEe,  Hythe,    Sandgate,    and  New 
Romney  (Littlestone-on-sea)  will  be  i=sued  from 
London  by  certain  trains  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
April  10  and  11,  available  to  return  on  Tuesday' 
April  14.    Cheap  Day  Excursions  on  Good  Friday 
and  Easter  Monday  will  be  run  from  the  principal 
London  stations  to  Gravesend,  Ashford,  Canter- 
bury, Deal,  Tunbridge  Wells,   Hastings,  Bexhill, 
Whitstable,  Heme  Bay.  Birchington,  Ramsgate' 
Broadstairs,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone' 
Dover,  etc.    On  Bank  Holiday,  a  Special  Cheap 
Day  Excursion  will  be  run  to  Aldershot,  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  9.24  a  m.  and  London  Bridge 
9.30  a.m.    Cheap  Return  Tickets  from  London  to 
the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Bank  Holiday. 
Return  Fare,  including  admission,  Is.  9d.,  Third 
Class.    Full  particulars  of  the  excursions,  extension 
of  time  for  certain  return  tickets,   alterations  in 
train  services,  etc.,  are  given  in  the  Special  Holiday 
Programme  and  Bills. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY 
COMPANY. 

The  London  and  North- Western  Railway  Company 
announce  that  the  ticket  offices  at  Euston,  Broad 
Street,  Kensington,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  and  Willes- 
den  J imction  will  be  open  throughout  the  day  from 
Monday,  April  6,  to  Easter  Monday,  April  13,  inclu- 
sive, so  that  passengers  wishing  to  obtain  tickets 
can  do  so  at  any  time  of  the  day  prior  to  the  starting 
of  the  trains.  Tickets,  dated  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  passengers,  can  also  be  obtained  at 
any  time  (Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays  excepted) 
at  the  town  receiving  offices  of  the  company. 
Additional  express  trains  and  excursions  will  be 
run,  and  special  arrangements  made.  Cheap  week- 
end tickets  will  be  issued  on  Good  Friday  (where 
train  service  permits)  and  Saturday,  April  10 
and  11,  to  Aberystwyth,  Barmouth,  Carlisle, 
Church  Stretton,  Grange,  Lancaster,  Leamington, 
Llandrindod,  Llandudno,  Llanwrtyd,  Llangam- 
march,  Malvern,  Morecambe,  Rhyl,  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  Windermere,  Aberdeen,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Greenock,  Inverness,  Montrose,  Oban,  Perth, 
Stirling,  and  other  places  available  for  the  return 
journey  on  any  day,  except  the  day  of  issue,  up  to 
and  including  Tuesday,  April  14.  Tourist  tickets 
available  for  two  months  are  issued  daily  to  North 
and  Central  Wales,  Cambrian  line  stations,  Black- 
pool, Southport,  Morecambe,  Windermere,  Grange, 
Ulverston,  the  English  Lake  District,  Greenore, 
Portrush,  etc. 


POACHING  IN  THE  STOUR. 


At   the    Lexden    and    Winstree    Sessions  on 
Saturday,   before   John  Bateman,   Esq.   (in  the 
chair),  Colonel  Lefroy,   Rev.  Dr.  Ashwin,  Capt. 
Kelso,  R.N.,  and  C.  R.  Giirney  Hoare,  J.  D.  Trem- 
lett,   W.   T.   Farncombe  -  Tanner,   and  W.  Pan- 
nell,  Esqrs.,  Charles  Norman,  Charles  Cousins,  and 
Ernest  Brown,  labourers,  of  Nayland,  were  charged 
with  having  illegally  taken  fish  by  night,  otherwise 
than  by  angling,  on  Feb.  1 1  last,  in  the  river  Stour, 
at   Boxted.     Mr.  Townshend   Cobbold,  solicitor, 
Ipswich,  appeared  for  the  prosecution ;   and  Mr. 
Asher  Prior,  of  Colchester,  defended.     Capt.  Met- 
calf,.  Chief  Constable  of  West  Suffolk,  was  present. 
At  the  outset  of  the  case  Mr.  Asher  Prior  said  that 
by  his  advice  Norman  and  Cousins  pleaded  guilty. 
He  should  be   able   to   show  that  the  younger 
defendant.  Brown,  took  practically  no  part  in  the 
I  affair,   except  that  he   was    present    when  the 
fish    were    landed;     and    the    Chief  Constable 
was  willing  that,  by  permission  of  the  Bench, 
the  case  against  Brown   should    be  withdrawn. 
The  Bench  acquiesced  in  this  course.    Mr.  Cobbold, 
in  stating  the  facts  of  the  case,  which  have  already 
been  outlined  in  these  columns,  mentioned  that 
Cousins  and  Brown  were  seen  by  a  police-sergeant 
and  constables — who  were  in  hiding — to  land  sacks 
containing  a  quantity  of  freshwater  fish — 224  roach, 
1 1  pike,  6  perch,  2  tench,  and  1  bream — on  land  in 
the  occupation  of  Mr.  Alan  Stanford.    Soon  after 
Norman  was  seen  in  a  boat,  and  was  pursued  down 
the  river,  but  could  not  be  captured,  as  the  police 
had  no  boat.    No  doubt  the  two  men  Norman  and 
Cousins  were  acting  in  concert,  and  the  younger 
defendant  was  under  their  influence.  Police-Sergt. 
Benstead  confirmed  the  facts  stated  in  the  opening 
statement,  mentioning  that  he  captured  Cousins,  and 
that  P.C.  Gooch  caught  Brown.    Witness  ordered 
Norman  to  come  ashore,  but  he  refused,  saying 
that  he  had  not  taken  any  fish,  and  had  been  in  bed 
all  night.    Mr.  Prior  urged,  in  defence,  that  the  men 
did  not  realise  what  an  unsportsmanlike  act  they 
were  committing.    They  were  led  to  take  the  fish 
through  poverty.    Cousins  had   a  wife  and  five 
children,  and  had  only  123.  a-week  ;  whilst  Norman, 
who  was  sixty-four  years  of  age,  was  also  in  very 
poor  rircmnstances.    The  chairman  said  the  major  ■ 
ity  of  the  Bench  had  decided  to  fine  defendants  £1 
each,  with  30s.,  value  of  the  fish,  and  costs  15s.  6d.  ; 
being  £2  2s.  9d.  each. — The  money  was  paid. — East 
Anglian  Daily  Times. 


JESSE  ON  THE  EEL. 


[The  following  extract  from  Jesse's  "  Gleanings  in 
Natural  History  "  is  interesting  as  referring  to  the 
"  eel  fare  "  in  the  Thames — that  is,  the  passage  of 
the  young  eels  or  elvers  from  the  sea  up  the  whole 
length  of  the  river  in  countless  numbers.  Of  late 
years  I  believe  that  neither  elvers,  lampreys,  nor 
flounders  have  been  able  to  face  the  poisonous 
river.— R.  B.  M.l 

"  Eels  certainly  come  upon  grass  lands  to  feed 
at  night  upon  worms  and  snails.  In  the  meadows 
at  Barford,  in  Warwickshire,  they  have  been  cut  in 
two  by  the  mowers  ;  and  an  old  keeper  there  assured 
a  friend  of  mine  that  he  had  frequently  intercepted 
them  on  their  way  back  to  the  river  early  in  the 
morning.    Their  movements  on  land  are  very  quick. 


In  a  clear,  rapid  stream  eels  may  sometimes  bo 
observed  having  their  tails  coiled  round  a  piece  of 
rush  or  flag,  like  snakes,  the  force  of  the  water 
washing  their  bodies  backwards  and  forwards.  In 
this  position  they  are  prepared  to  seize  upon  any 
prey  which  comes  within  their  reach,  feeding  upon 
aquatic  insects,  frogs,  or  fish.  Eels  have  been  known 
to  fasten  even  upon  large  carp,  like  a  bull-dog,  and 
no  exertion  of  the  fish  can  shake  them  off.  An  eel 
will  thus  attach  itself  to  a  carp  till  it  has  destroyed 
it.* 

"  I  may  here  mention  that  there  was  no  eel  fare 
this  spring  (1834)  in  the  River  Thames.  A  very  few 
stragglers  were  observed,  but  not  higher  than  Ted- 
dington.  A  circumstance  of  this  '  sort  has  not 
occurred  for  many  years.  The  Thames  was,  how- 
ever, unusually  low  in  the  spring,  and  the  eels  might 
have  made  their  passage  more  in  the  middle  of  the 
stream  instead  of  the  sides,  as  has  been  heretofore 
the  case. 

"  That  eels  hybernate  during  the  cold  months 
there  can,  I  think,  be  little  doubt,  few  or  none  being 
caught  at  that  time.  I  read  an  account,  which,  if 
correct,  would  serve  to  prove  what  I  have  now 
stated.  A  boy  at  Arthurstown,  in  the  county  of 
Wexford,  on  the  river  of  Waterford,  perceived  some- 
thing of  a  very  unusual  appearance  floundering  upon 
the  sand  at  low  water.  Upon  a  nearer  approach, 
he  found  it  to  be  a  quart  bottle,  which  showed  many 
symptoms  of  animation.  He  seized  it  and  brought 
it  in.  It  was  found  to  contain  an  eel  so  much 
thicker  than  the  neck  of  the  bottle  that  it  must  be 
supposed  the  eel  made  its  lodgment  there  when  it 
was  younger  and,  of  course,  smaller.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  break  the  bottle  for  the  purpose  of  liberating 
the  fish. 

"  If  this  account  is  true,  it  goes  to  prove  in  a 
curious  way,  as  far  as  one  instance  can  do  so,  the 
propensity  which  eels  have  to  hybernate  during  the 
cold  months.  It  also  seems  to  prove  that  they  do 
this  in  the  tideway,  if  they  can,  and  that  thev 
neither  feed  nor  deposit  their  spawn  till  the  season 
of  hybernation  is  over.  It  is,  indeed,  a  general 
opinion  amongst  old  fishermen  that  eels  cannot  bear 
cold." 

NEW  PISGATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C. 
19,111,    Fishmg.     Patentee:   H.  Peel,  Highfield 
Works,  Mount  Pleasant,  Redditch.  Arti- 
ficial bait. — A  piece  of  rubber  tubing  is 
cut  corkscrew  fashion   and  fixed  to  a 
spinning  head,  through  which  the  flight 
is  passed. 

22,421.  Fishing.  Patentee:  J.  Listen,  16,  Vic- 
toria -  place,  Newhaven,  Edinburgh. 
Trawling  gear.  Iton  or  other  "boards" 
for  the  better  opening  and  keeping  open 
of  trawl  nets  are  made  longitudinally 
straight,  vertically  concave,  and  narrow 
froni  fore  to  aft.  The  keels  are  longi- 
tudinally straight  and  vertically  semi- 
circular, are  tapered  at  the  fore  ends  and 
are  attached  to  the  "  boards."  The  con- 
cavity of  the  '•  boards  "  directs  the  flowing 
water  into  the  net,  thereby  bulging  it  out 
to  its  full  extent,  while  the  use  of  the 
semi-circular  and  tapered  keels  reduces 
friction  and  facilitates  travelling  over 
obstacles. 

24,602.    Fish  waste,  etc.,  treating.    Patentee:  H. 

J.    Haddan,     18,    Buckingham  -  street. 
Strand.  Relates  to  apparatus  for  reducing 
fish,  fish  waste,  or  other  material  for  the 
production  of  oil  and  glue,  or  gelatine. 
The  material  is  placed  in  a  receptacle 
and  heated  by  means  of  a  steam  jacket 
and  a  connecting  heating  drum.  Pneu- 
matic pressure  is  maintained  from  the 
compressed  air,  etc.,  reservoir  in  order  to 
prevent  ebullition.    The  oil  is  drawn  off 
from  the  surface  by  a  pipe,  which  is 
adjusted  by  the  rack  and  pinion,  and  is 
provided  with  a  conical  receiving  end 
covered  by  a  strainer.    The  solution  of 
gelatine,  etc.,  passes  through  the  filtering 
material  to  the  draw-off  pipe.  While 
passing  through  the  filter,  the  temperature 
of  the  liquid  is  maintained  by  the  lower 
part  of  the  steam  jacket.     When  the 
operation  is  complete,  the  contents  of  the 
receptacle  and  the  filtering  material  are 
discharged  through  a  side  valve.    A  sight 
glass,  lamp,  and  water  supply  pipe  are 
provided. 


*  "  The  more  rapid  the  stream  is  in  which  eels 
are  foimd,  the  better  they  appear  to  be,  both  as  to 
condition  and  colour  : — 

"  .'  The  Kennett  swift  for  silver  eels  renown'd.' 
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BERNARD'S  New  Drag  Brake 

(i'.J  TEST  A  PPLIEI)  FOR). 

This  is  the  most  powerful  and  yet  simple  Brake  ever  invented,  it  is  simplicity  itself ; 
there  being  nothing  to  get  out  of  order.     A  drag  from  i  to  5  lbs.  can  be  instantly 

applied,  and  as  quickly  removed. 

4  in.  Salmon  Reel,  Fitted  with  the  New  Brake     ....       £1    12  6 
4iin.  „  „  „  ....       £1    17  6.. 

4iin.  „  „  „  ....       £2     2  6 

WE  CAN  Fit  THIS  BRAKE  TO  ANY  REEL  SENT  US  AT  A  CHARGE  OF  FROM  5/6  to  7/0. 


J.  BERNARD  &  SON, 

45,  JSRMYN  STREET,  ST.  JAMES'S,  S.W, 

[One  Ztoor  fioui  Dulce  Street).  ILLUSTRA  TBI)    CATALOGUES  FREE. 


Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

Having  largely  increased  the  numbers  of  their  Stock  Fish  are  quoting  low  prices  for 


FROM  WILD  OR  DOMESTICATED  FISH.    See  also  advertisement  on  cover. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
W.  Brown. — According  to  the  "  Anglers'  Diary," 
the  Deben,  near  Wood  bridge,  Suffolk,  contains 
roach,  pike,  tench,  and  perch.  Although  you  have 
fished  the  river  and  failed  to  catch  any  it  does  not 
follow  that  they  are  not  there. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


A  DROPPER  FIXTURE. 

Dear  Sir, — For  those  who  object  to  metallic 
attachments  on  account  of  their  (very  trifling) 
weight,  may  I  suggest  a  variety  of  the  kind  of  fixture 
mentioned  some  time  ago  in  your  columns,  resem- 
bling, yet  differing,  from  the  inter-knotted  knot. 

Suppose  one  has  purchased  a  nice,  rather  fine 
Hercules  cast  for  trout.  Steep  it  in  water  till  soft, 
select  the  spots  where  you  will  have  your  one  or 
two  droppers.  Take  a  similar  softened  strand  of 
gut,  lay  it  by  and  knot  it  with  the  cast  by  two 
simple  knots  including  both,  so  that  the  cast  is  there 
doubled  for  about  an  inch.  Now  take  a  bit  of  fine 
wet  gut  and  tie  a  keeper  round  the  double  part, 
having  several  coils,  the  gut  overlapping  its  own 
ends,  which  projecting  in  opposite  directions  are 
to  be  pulled  tight  while  the  gut  is  quite  soft  and 
clipped  close  off. 

On  the  upper  end  of  the  drop  link  a  double  or 
clove  hitch  knot  is  tied  embracing  a  cross  piece  of  gut. 
It  is  made  while  wet  and  drawn  very  tight,  all  pro- 
jecting ends  being  cut  off  short  so  as  to  form  a  little 
toggle  at  the  end  of  the  drop  link,  and  varnished 
when  dry.  Open  the  double  part  of  the  cast  at  the 
end  nearest  the  tail  fly,  insert  the  toggle,  and  force 
the  keeper  down  upon  the  drop  link,  which  will 
then  be  securely  fixed  at  right  angles  to  the  east. 
One's  nails  only  will  be  needed  to  open  the  fixture 
to  change  a  fly  rapidly. 

The  arrangement  is  fairly  neat  and  inconspicuous, 
and  is  quite  unlikely  to  come  loose  so  long  as  con- 
nection exists  between  a  fish  and  one's  tackle  or 
until  that  happy  state  of  things  occurs. — Yours 
truly,  Benwyan. 


WHAT  FLIES  LOOK  LIKE  TO  THE  FISH, 
ETC.— A  NOTE  FROM  THE  YORKSHIRE 
DOVE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  by  your  paper  that  information 
is  requested  bearing  on  the  point ' '  What  flies  look  like 
to  the  fish,"  etc.  Respecting  hackle  flies,  they  are 
used  Iwre  on  the  Yorkshire  Dove  and  its  tributaries, 
also  on  the  Severn,  Rye,  Costa  (all  within  about 
six  miles),  with  great  results.  It  would  seem  that 
the  wings  of  some  other  small  flies  are  too  con- 
spicuous, for  when  fishing  on  another  stream  with 
a  friend  it  was  found  that  by  cocking  the  wings 
(thus  made  less  conspicuous)  the  fish  were  tempted 
more  easily.  One  of  our  most  successful  fishers 
gets  the  result  by  another  process — namely,  wading 


upstream  with  a  short,  pliable  rod  and  casting  often, 
as  he  says,  only  allowing  trout  time  just  to  barely 
see  the  fly. 

In  another  case  success  was  obtained  by  trusting 
to  the  dropper  entirely  and  using  the  point 
fly  to  steady  it.  If  you  make  a  long  loop  on  the 
dropper  and  give  it  more  length,  and  then  place  it 
at  the  right  distance  from  the  point,  it  is  possible, 
by  wrist  action,  to  make  it  skip  so  as  to  appear  to 
be  alive.  This  will  bring  grayling  out  of  deep  pools 
when  other  means  fail.  If  you  fish  the  rough 
streams  across,  pulling  quickly,  fish  will  also  be 
tempted.  When  all  other  plans  fail,  find  the 
roughest  streams  and  cast  down,  pulling  up  by  short 
tugs,  keeping  the  line  out  of  water  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, and  you  will  at  times  find  trout  follow,  leaping 
out  of  the  stream  and  determined  to  secure  the  fly. 
The  fact  of  their  hardly  being  able  to  see  any  line 
may  account  for  their  taking  under  these  circurn- 
stances.  Fish  can  in  this  way  be  tempted,  even  if 
apparently  off  feed. 

One  apparently  suitable  day  numbers  of  fishers 
on  the  Costa  were  leaving  it,  and  old  hands  on  the 
spot  said  it  was  no  use.  After  trying  it  for  some 
time  with  little  result,  a  halt  was  made  for  eating  a 
sandwich,  keeping  the  line  in  the  water  ;  what  was 
my  surprise  to  find  a  fine  grayling  presently  hooked, 
and  within  a  few  seconds,  that  the  fish  had  hooked 
another.  After  both  were  landed,  fishing  in  short 
pulls  imder  the  water  was  adopted  with  great 
success.  A  similar  plan  has  succeeded  with  trout 
during  flood  water.  Also  in  the  May  Fly  season 
(when  off  feed)  by  sinking  and  using  a  Royal  Charlie 
large  trout  have  been  tempted. 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  merits  of  wet 
and  dry  fly  fishing,  but  they  should  be  combined. 
I  have  seen  the  best  wet  fly  fisher  beaten  after 
watching  him  for  a  day,  and  been  called  to  put  up 
rod  and  secure  him  a  sample,  and  he  admitted  that 
on  the  Dove  that  day  dry  fly  was  better. 

As  to  May  Flies,  the  "  Sonley  Drowned  May  Fly  " 
(called  after  the  fisherman  of  the  Hodge)  has  been 
used  for  fifty  years  or  more  ;  it  has  four  split  wings 
hanging  down,  and  answers  well.  Years  ago  a 
visitor  had  a  large  fly  with  the  wings  cut  down  to 
half  an  inch,  which  beat  all  others.  Each  club 
swears  by  its  own  particular  make,  but  those  with 
small  cocked  wings  are  considered  best.  One  of 
the  largest  tackle  makers  in  Scotland  was  met  with 
on  the  Dee,  and  he  privately  mentioned  that  colour 
was  of  the  most  consequence. 

Fish  are  not  always  in  the  same  mood  as  to  size 
and  colour,  and  avoid  what  they  call  stinging  flies — 
namely,  those  pricked  with  for  the  time  Tseing. 
This  may  account  for  their  taking  instead  of  May 
Fly  our  Stone  Fly,  and  sometimes  a  very  large  kind 
of  March  Brown.  This  has  sometimes  secured  the 
best  and  largest  trout.  There  is  a  time  during  this 
season  when  trout  are  well  fed  and  lazy,  and  sail 
about  sucking  in  flies  and  making  no  splash.  Years 
ago,  during  one  di'y  season,  on  the  Severn  hero,  with 
water  so  low  that  parties  would  not  venture  out, 
ten  brace  of  Jib.  fish  were  secured  by  dropping  the 
fly  within  about  a  foot  of  the  rise  and  gently 


tightening  on  the  chance  of  their  ha^•ing  sucked 
it  in. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  will  further  en- 
lighten on  these  matters.  This  district  of  Rye- 
dale  is  noted  for  its  variety  of  good,  reasonable 
fishings  at  nominal  prices,  and  Kirbymoorside  being 
a  week-end  resort,  with  every  accommodation,  is 
easy  of  access.  Guide  to  Ryedale  and  the  North- 
Eastern  Guide  Books  with  maps  give  full  informa- 
tion. Trout  about  four  to  the  pound  above  the 
town,  and  average  below  on  club  water  over  ^\h. 
each.  Tickets  can  be  had  at  hotels  and  tackle 
dealers'  premises,  from  Is.  per  week  above  and 
2s.  Gd.  per  day  below  the  town. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Craven  Frank. 

High  Hall,  Kirbymoorside. 


REPORTS  RE  RIVERS  IN  NORWAY,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  much  pleasure  in  sending 
you  herewith  copies  of  reports  from  our  agents  in 
Norway,  which  may  perhaps  be  of  interest  to  you. 
— Yours  respectfully 

(For  Thos.  Wilson.  Sons,  &  Co..  Ltd.), 

A.  H.  Spaven. 

From  Bachke  &  Co.,  Trondhjem,  March  19.— 
Fishing  Rivers. — Although  the  winter  has  been  ex- 
traordinarily mild,  there  has  been  plenty  of  snow, 
and  there  is  still  left  a  fair  amount  in  the  valleys. 
It  is  anticipated  that  the  water  in  the  rivers  will 
this  year  be  about  sufficient  to  keep  them  in 
such  a  state  that  fishing  can  take  place  throughout 
the  season.  As  far  as  can  be  said  now,  it  is  believed 
that  the  fishing  can  commence  about  first  or  second 
week  in  June. 

From  G.  Birkeland,  Clu-istiansimd,  N.,  March  25. 
— I  received  the  latest  news  from  Sundalen  yester- 
day saying  that  the  sprmg  flood  looks  to  be 
extremely  good  owing  to  the  deep  ice  in  the  groimd, 
and  much  snow  on  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and 
in  consequence  of  thaw  and  mild  weather  here,  they 
again  state  that  the  salmon  will  appear  earlier  this 
season  than  usual.  The  hatching  of  the  salmon  has 
this  year,  as  usual,  shown  a  favom-able  result. 

From  O.  R.  Olsen,  Bergen,  March  18.— I  beg  to 
inform  you  that  the  prospects  of  the  coming  salmon 
fishing  season  are  good,  as  we  have  now  plenty  of 
snow  all  over  the  country,  and  the  weather  having 
been  wet  and  stormy  al!  along  the  coast  for  the  last 
two  months,  all  the  snow  that  has  come  down  on 
the  mountains,  while  we  have  been  having  rain  and 
sleet  ill  the  valleys,  should  be  well  packed.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  doubt  that  as  to  water  in  the 
rivers  the  anglers  need  not  fear  this  year,  and  with 
big  watered  rivers  generally  comes  a  good  fisliing 
season. 

From  F.  Reinhardt  &  Co.,  Christiansand,  S., 
March  20. — The  season  here  has  been  very  mild 
and  rainy  lately,  and  as  there  has  been  falling  snow 
in  the  moimtains  up  coimtry  in  the  beginning  of 
this  month,  we  suppose  that  there  will  be  plenty  of 
water  in  the  rivers  for  the  salmon  to  get  up  in  the 
spring.  It  is  therefore  supposed  that  unless  the 
early  summer  should  turn  out  very  dry,  there  should 
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be  chances  of  good  fishing.  There  is  no  ice  left  on 
the  rivers  now. 

From  T.  C.  Jonasen,  Stavanger,  March  30. — A  lot 
of  snow  has  fallen  during  the  winter  up  in  the 
mountains,  and  in  consequence  the  fishermen 
believe  that  the  rivers  will  be  full  of  water  for  most 
part  of  the  summer. 

ANOTHER  METHOD  OF  CARRYING 
LANDING-NET. 
Dear  Sib,— So  much  has  been  written  re  the 
carrying  of  landing-nets,  knots,  etc.,  that  I  venture 
also  to  send  you  particulars  of  the  way  in  which  I 
have  carried  mine  for  a  number  of  years.  Use  a 
bamboo  or  for  that  matter  any  other  sort  of  landing- 
handle  about  five  feet  long,  with  a  screw  socket. 
Fasten  on  by  wrapping  a  few  inches  from  the  end 
next  to  creel  an  ordinary  spring  catch  thus 


Insert  close  to  the  rim  of  the  creel  lid  a  piece  of 
fairly  stout  wire,  say  in  the  following  shape,  thick- 
ness, and  length  :— 


Full  length  and  shape  ;  bend  the  wire  under 
the  lid  80  as  to  keep  secure. 


Thus  provided,  you  will,  after  mounting  the  creel, 
push  the  landing  handle  under  the  back  strap  and 
under  your  left  arm.  Then  push  forward  the 
spring  into  the  catch  and  you  have  the  entire 
perfectly  balanced  and  ready  for  use.  On  landing 
your  fish  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  draw  backwards 
(the  handle)  a  few  inches,  and  it  is  at  once  free, 
leaving  you  complete  master  of  the  situation. 
Likewise  it  can  of  course  be  replaced  in  a  second. 
I  I  claim  for  this  arrangement  absolute  ease  and 
simplicity,  doing  away  with  lots  of  rings  and  other 
combinations,  and  I  cannot  see  how  it  can  well  be 


beaten.  I  enclose  an  illustration  which  perhaps 
more  fully  will  explain  the  modus  operandi. 

Knots. — While  on  tackle  might  I  here  be  per- 
mitted to  refer  to  the  figure  eight  and  the  buffer 
knots  ?  For  neatness  and  strength  surely  they 
cannot  be  improved  upon,  and  all  praise  is  due  to 
the  inventors.  I  always  use  these,  and  as  to  the 
first  named,  not  only  for  salmon  flies,  but  I  use  it 
also  for  fastening  on  my  reel  line  to  the  gut  line 
when  fishing  for  trout,  which  saves  the  so  often 
entanglement  or  hitching  up  of  your  flies  in  an  other- 
wise used  fastening. 

Might  I  also  point  out  the  advisability,  when 
fishing  for  salmon,  to  have  the  casting  line  neatly 
spliced  on  to  the  reel  line,  thus  giving  you  an  entire 
line  from  top  to  fly  entirely  free  of  any  knots. 

I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  find  room  for  this 
letter  in  your  valuable  paper. — -Yours  truly, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.  C.  L.  Rosenvinge. 


A  FINE  RUN  WITH  A  DEE  SALMON. 

Dear  Sib, — I  was  fishing  the  Bridge  Pool  at 
Aboyne  on  Monday  afternoon,  March  30,  about  5. 30, 
and  hooked  a  fish  when  half-way  down  that  at  once 
showed  from  his  wild  movements  he  was  foul 
hooked.  He  tore  down  to  the  end  of  this  very  long 
pool  at  a  fearful  pace.  When  I  came  to  the  end  I 
was  stopped  by  a  belt  of  trees  about  1 00  yards  long. 
I  shouted  to  the  gillie,  could  I  wade  it  ?  and  he 
said  yes,  so  in  I  went  sans  waders,  plunging  on 
among  the  rough  stones  as  well  as  I  could.  At  the 
first  opening  my  gillie  came  in  and  took  the  rod. 
I  recovered  a  little  breath,  and  at  the  next  opening 
I  again  went  in.  The  fish  meanwhile  had  stopped 
in  a  little  easy  water,  and  the  line  got  tangled  in  a 
branch.  We  thought  he  was  gone,  but  on  clearing 
the  line  and  tightening  up,  he  was  still  there,  and 
all  there,  for  away  he  went  again,  and  we  had  to 
race  through  the  water  holding  each  other  up,  as 
the  stream  was  strong,  for  about  500  yards,  when 
he  stopped  in  an  eddy,  and  we  got  down  to  him. 
He  was  fairly  drowned  and  easily  gaffed.  The 


distance  we  had  to  steeplechase  (about  half  a  mile) 
just  about  finished  the  pair  of  us  ;  but  it  was 
without  doubt  the  most  exciting  run  I  have  had 
with  a  fish  for  some  years.  We  were  both  wet  to 
our  waists,  but  we  stuck  to  our  fish  and  killed  him. 
I  was  using  a  "Crocodile"  spinner,  with  a  gudgeon 
as  bait.  The  fish,  after  all  his  great  rim,  weighed 
only  8J1b.,  but  a  very  thick  fellow.  This  serves  to 
show  how  often  one  is  deceived  as  to  the  weight  of 
fish  which  break  away.  During  tlie  past  fortnight  I 
have  had  a  fair  number  of  fish,  but  the  river  has 
been  up  and  down  every  day. — Yours  truly, 

John  Jas.  Habdy. 


THE  UGIE. 

Deab  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Forbes'  letter  it  is 
clear  we  are  talking  of  different  bridges  —  Rora 
Bridge,  on  the  road  from  Mintlaw  to  Peterhead,  is 
certainly  below  what  my  gillie  told  me  was  the 
junction  of  the  Deer  and  the  Sti  ichen  streams  ; 
perhaps  the  gillie  was  in  error,  and  made  a  mistake, 
though  the  map  of  Scotland  that  I  consulted 
seemed  to  make  him  correct.  As  I  have  already 
said  I  am  right  glad  to  hear  that  the  Ugie  is  so 
much  better  than  my  friends  found  it.  I  am  sur- 
prised to  hear  that  there  are  clean  sea-trout  now 
ruiming,  for  the  Fishery  Board  Reports  state  tliat 
the  Ugie  is  a  later  river  than  Dee  and  Don  on  the 
south,  or  than  Deveron  and  Spey  to  the  north. 
They  say  that  the  first  clean  salmon  are  not  caught 
by  the  nets  in  the  sea  off  the  mouth  of  the  river 
until  about  March  10  ;  that  the  main  run  of  salmon 
is  in  August,  with  the  sea-trout  coming  from  the 
middle  of  that  month  to  the  middle  of  September. 
So  if  the  Reports  of  the  Fishery  Board  are  wrong 
then  I  am  wrong,  and  I  must  console  myself  with 
the  reflection  that  I  have  sinned  in  good  company. 
As  to  the  "  queer  fly,"  of  which  I  gave  the  dressing, 
Mr.  Forbes  appears  to  be  annoyed  by  my  having 
called  it  "  the  favourite  local  fly."  I  can  only  say 
it  was  so  described  to  me  ;  anyway,  it  proved  itself 
a  good  killer  when  the  standard  patterns  had  failed, 
and  I  cannot  see  that  the  Ugie  has  suffered  any 
harm  by  my  having  described  it. — Yours  truly, 
Augustus  Grimble. 


Dear  Sib, — I  have  no  desire  to  continue  this 
correspondence.  I  think  my  letter  on  the  subject 
was  sufficient  to  vindicate  the  character  of  the  Ugie 
against  the  aspersions  of  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble, 
notwithstanding  that  you,  my  dear  sir,  acted  on 
the  principle  of  the  Russian  Government  by  sup- 
pressing certain  salient  portions  of  it. 

I  may  mention,  if  only  to  show  Mr.  Grimble's 
ignorance  of  the  Ugie,  that  the  bridge  he  repeatedly 
locates  at  or  within  five  minutes'  walk  below  the 
junction  of  the  North  and  South  Ugies  is  much 
nearer  five  miles  than  five  minutes.  Surely  Mr. 
Grimble  has  never  been  there,  but  has  mistaken  the 
old  canal  for  the  river  !  There  never  has  been  any 
fish  book  for  the  Ugie.  Such  a  thing  is  never 
thought  of  there,  and  would  be  difficult  to  keep.  I 
spent  ten  days  at  Inverugie  two  years  ago  in 
October,  fishing  and  golfing  alternately,  and  had 
five  fish  with  fly  weighing  101b.  to  281b. 

I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  perceptible 
change  in  the  Ugie  fishing  since  the  date  of  Mr. 
Grimble's  visit,  although,  as  in  all  rivers,  there  are 
good  and  bad  seasons.  The  salmon  hatchery  con- 
tributes its  many  thousands  to  the  natural  supply 
each  season,  and  no  nets  are  used  from  source  to 
mouth.  As  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  fish  this 
beautiful  river  since  my  early  boyhood,  some  forty 
years  ago,  when  living  at  my  grandfather's  and 
father's  place,  which  is  bounded  by  the  river,  I 
think  my  knowledge  of  it  will  compare  favourably 
with  that  of  Mr.  Grimble's.  I  have  fished  the 
Ythan  for  many  a  year  from  Methlic  to  the  sea, 
and  no  one  can  appreciate  it  more  than  I,  but  I 
adhere  to  my  statements  concerning  it. — Yours 
truly,  Andrew  Mueray. 

March  31,  1903. 


SALMON  AND  BULL  TROUT  IN 
COQUET. 

Deab  Sir, — It  is  quite  true  that  anglers  frequently 
report  their  catches  of  kelts  as  salmon,  but  during 
the  last  few  years  it  is  quite  certain  that  in  April 
fresh  fish  do  run  up.  The  net  fishing  does  not,  or, 
rather,  I  should  say  the  netsman  does  not,  as  a  rule, 
begin  fishing  imtil  end  of  April  or  first  week  in  May 
(I  allude  to  the  one  net  in  the  river),  when  the  kelts 
are  out,  and  both  salmon  fresh  run  and  trout  are 
got.  The  number  is  not  great  in  the  spring,  but 
they  are  there,  and  odd  ones  got  on  the  rod.  With 
the  deepening  of  the  river  by  the  dredging  in  the 
harbour,  and  the  bigger  volume  and  depth  of  water, 
a  better  way  is  provided,  and  I  am  of  opinion  the 


run  of  salmon  will  increase.  It  is  all  nonsense  that 
no  true  salmon  are  to  be  found  in  the  Coquet.  In 
the  river  last  year  in  May  three  true  salmon 
and  forty-one  trout  clean  run  were  got.  The 
percentage  of  salmon  in  the  autumn  run  is, 
of  course,  very  difficult  to  ascertain,  but  I 
counted  four  true  salmon  in  a  batch  of  thirty 
odd  bull  trout  prisoned  under  the  locks  three  years 
ago.  An  occasional  one  is  got  on  the  rod,  but,  of 
course,  it  is  only  occasionally.  Mr.  Watson  Arm- 
strong informed  me  only  yesterday  of  a  friend  of 
his  who  got  a  true  clean  salmon  on  the  rod  in 
Coquet. — Yours  truly,  J.  Harbottle 

April  1.         (Hon.  Sec.  Northumbrian  Anglers' 

Federation). 


DESTROYING  HERONS. 
Dear  Sir, — The  havoc  wrought  among  young 
trout  at  hatcheries  by  herons  in  some  districts  is 
very  great.  It  is  difficult  to  get  within  gunshot  of 
them.  I  believe  it  would  be  useful  to  a  number  of 
your  subscribers  if  they  could  hear  of  any  other 
mode  of  compassing  the  destruction  of  these  pests. 
— Yoiu-s  truly,  Grammarus. 

A  CREEL   "  LUNCH,   ETC.,"  DIVISION. 

Dear  Sib, — Many  impecunious  anglers  may  have 
felt  the  need  of  a  division  in  their  creel  wherein  to 
place  lunch,  pipes,  fly-book,  minnow.?,  spoons,  etc., 
all  clear  of  the  fish  (when  caught).    The  diagram 


(upon  which  I  hope  you  can  improve)  shows  such  a 
division  that  has  served  me  well,  and  cost  originally 
about  3d.,  plus  the  trouble  of  fitting.  Procure  a 
few  feet  of  zinc  wire  and  a  sheet  of  zinc  ;  cut  the 
zinc  sheet  to  above  shape  to  fit  creel.  Put  the  wire 
through  creel  at  AA,  BB,  and  CC  ;  the  zinc  shelf 


rests  on  these  wires.  It  is  removable  for  cleaning 
creel.  To  make  creel  lid  waterproof  sew  inside  a 
piece  of  any  old  mackintosh  or  waterproof  material. 
Anent  creels,  in  which  there  is  often  much  waste 
space,  and  room  for  improvement,  I  hope  to  send 
you  an  article,  made  to  pattern  in  zinc,  for  your 
comments. — Yours  truly,  C.  D.  F. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Deab  Sib, — It  may  interest  you  and  your  readers 
to  know  that  the  lakes  around  St.  Moritz  and 
Pontresina  are  occasionally  netted,  under  police 
supervision,  when  great  quantities  of  trout  are 
taken.  The  fish,  I  think,  are  sent  to  market.  This 
accounts  for  "  W.  D.  G."  getting  more  fish  from  the 
Inn  than  from  the  Bernina  Lake.  I  accompanied 
several  of  these  netting  expeditions  a  few  years  ago 
when  staving  at  St.  Moritz. — Yours  truly. 

A.  H.  L.  B. 


FOLDING  NET  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  desirous  of  obtaining  a  landing 
net  similar  to  one  used  by  Mr.  Warne  last  year  at 
Pontoon.  I  do  not  know  his  address,  however, 
although  I  see  bis  name  amongst  the  captors  of  big 
fish  as  a  member  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.  My 
letter  if  published  might  meet  his  eye.  and  I  should 
really  like  to  know  where  I  could  get  one  like  his  net. 
The  chief  points  of  this  were,  firstly,  large  folding 
bow  of  great  strength,  and,  secondly,  a  bag  large 
enough,  and  above  all  deep  enough,  to  receive  and 
retain  a  forty-poimd  fish.  The  mesh  was  very  large 
and  the  material  dried  easily.  Will  IMr.  Warne 
kindly  say  how  such  a  one  may  be  got  ? — Yours 
truly.  Rich.  H.  Read. 

Rock  VUla,  Hanley,  Staffs. 
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SALMON  FISHING  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Dear  Sir,— Some  few  weeks  ago  yoii  published 
an  article  on  Newfoundland  fishing,  and  in  tlie  sub- 
sequent issue  there  appeared  a  letter  signed  from 
Major-General  Dashwood  taking  exception  to  some 
portions  of  the  article  in  question.    I  sent  copies  of 
both  these  papers  to  a  friend  of  mine  in  St.  John's, 
who  is  not  only  an  old  resident  but  an  enthusiastic 
angler,  thinkmg  they  would  be  of  interest  to  hira. 
Jiy  present  mail  I  have  received  a  letter  in  which 
my  friend  says  that  last  summer  a  friend  of  his  and 
his  son  caught  204  salmon,  some  of  which  were 
small,  but  the  average  was  101b.,  some  of  them 
being  2olb.  to  301b.  He  goes  on  to  say  that  there  is 
no  better  place  for  shooting  or  fishing  in  the  world 
than  Newfoundland,  while  the  best  spots  are  very 
easy  to  get  at,  as  the  railway  lands  you  in  an  easy 
position  for  either  branch  of  sport.    With  regard  to 
the  illustration  in  your  paper  being  a  "  fake,"  I  am 
informed  that  this  is  so  to  this  extent,  that  there 
was  no  photographer  present  when  the  fish  were 
caught,  and  the  pictuie  was  taken  afterwards,  but 
my  friend  says  that  the  fish  u-ere  caught  all  right, 
and  that  he  knows  both  men  in  the  picturef  I 
thought  at  the  time  tliere  must  be  something  wrong, 
as  Newfoundland  has  been  considered  an  ideal  place 
for  sport,  and  am  glad  to  give  you  these  particulars 
which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest  to  your  readers.— 
Yours  truly.  Terra  Nova. 

[I  fear  that  an  examination  of  the  trout  rods 
end  tackle  and  trout  landing  net  in  that  picture  do 
not  point  to  the  fish  having  been  caught  with  rod 
and  line — they  were  caught  in  a  net  all  right.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  very  good  fishing  is  to  be  had  in 
Newfoundland,  and  this  is  proved  by  the  increasing 
number  of  American  anglers  who  visit  the  countrvT 
—Ed.]  ^ 

NUMBERING  OF  HOOKS. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  very  interesting 
letter  of  Baron  Tcherkassov  in  your  issue  of  March 
21,  and  to  others,  is  there  any  sufficient  reason  why 
the  sizes  of  fishing  hooks  should  have  an  ambiguous 
double  scale  of  symbols  ?  Could  not  all,  or  nearly 
all,  hooks  be  distinguished  so  far  as  size  is  concerned 
by  the  oblong  boundaries  within  which  they  would 
closely  rest  with  the  shank  touching  one  side  ? 
Give  such  boundary  figures  any  numbers  or  symbols, 
never  the  same,  and  the  class  of  hook  as  to  size  is 
known,  even  if  each  maker  should  adopt  special 
symbols  of  their  own.  For  thickness,  colour,  or 
other  characteristics  further  words,  letters,  or 
symbols  would  be  required.  The  chief  object  of  a 
definite  classification  would  be  for  purposes  of 
flescription,  and  thus  valuable  alike  to  the  maker  or 
user,  or  for  reference  merely.  For  describing  flies 
or  ordering  hooks  uniform  symbols  would  be  of 
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great  utility,  and  if  tackleists  would  give  the 
boundary  oblongs  and  symbols  on  the  wrappers  of 
their  hooks  or  in  then-  advertisements,  these  figures 
could  be  used  for  orders  when  one's  stock  of  hooks 
contained  no  longer  the  size  required  or  the  last  fly 
of  tliat  size  only  remained.  In  the  figures  above 
a  and  b  enclosed  Modele  Parfait  eyed  12  and  13 
hooks,  and  c  an  eyed  Pennell  No.  8.  But  if  the 
last  hook  of  the  kind  wanted  had  not  disappeared 
an  impression  of  it  could  be  taken  on  wet  paper 
allowed  to  dry,  or  in  sealing  wax,  or  with  a  little 
trouble  a  pencil  rubbing  of  the  hook  itself  could  be 
obtained,  and  this  could  easily  be  matched.  As 
things  are  at  present,  trusting  to  memory  without 
search  and  comparison  with  "  old  "  and  "  new  " 
symbols  might  often  lead  to  error.— Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 

.     ENGLISH    V.   AMERICAN  RODS  AND 

OTHER  TACKLE. 
iTiP^r^  Sir,— On  reading  your  correspondent's 
(Mr.  C.  G.  Levison)  notes  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
March  21,  it  brought  to  our  minds  a  curious  cork 
grip  we  made  for  a  very  "  faddy  "  fisherman,  who 
used,  nevertheless,  to  take  a  lot  of  fish.  We  rolled 
up  some  hard  putty  like  a  policeman's  mace  about 
l|m.  in  diameter  and  Sin.  long,  and  our  customer 
grasped  this  in  his  hand  until  he  had  a  complete 
ampression  of  his  grip  ;  this  we  copied  in  cork,  and 
bored  a  hole  right  through  from  end  to  end,  and 
fixed  it  on  the  butt  of  his  rod.  He  said  it  was 
perfect.  The  grip  on  the  rod,  fitting  his  hand  so 
well,  enabled  him  to  fish  for  hours  at  a  stretch 
mthout  getting  cramp  or  being  tired.  Have  any 
of  your  fly  fishermen  tried  it  ?  It  is  worth  trying 
Ji  you  fish  hard. — Yours  truly, 

195,  Union-street,  Heabdeb~&  Son 

L_        Plymouth.     j  ~ 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


THAMES  TROUTING. 
Dear  Sir, — Finding  myself  on  the  Thames  at  the 
opening  of  the  trout  season,  I  sought  a  new  sen 
sation  in  trying  for  one  by  casting  from  the  bank. 
The  result  was  five  pike,  the  largest  about  71b.. 
down  to  one  of  about  l^lb.    All  of  them  looked  in 
perfect  condition  ;  all  were,  of  course,  duly  returned 
to    the   river.      Each   of    them    had  swallowed 
the  bait  (a  bleak  on  a  Hardy  "Crocodile"  ;  the  water 
was  very  dirty),  and  each  of  them  was  hooked  far 
down  in  the  gills  by  the  longer  of  the  triangles,  and 
I  doubt  if  any  of  them  will  survive  the  injury.  This 
misfortune  was  unavoidable  at  the  moment,  but  on 
thinking  over  the  matter  later  it  occurred  to  me 
that  perhaps  these  fish  would  have  had  a  better 
chance  if  I  had  cut  the  gut  and  left  the  hook  and 
the  fish  to  settle  matters  between  them.    Can  any 
of  your  correspondents  tell  me  if  this  plan  would 
have  given  these  fish  a  better  chance  ?    Some  years 
ago,  when  reduced  to  worming  for  a  salmon  for 
the  house,  I  left  my  baited  rod  near  a  farmyard, 
while  eating  my  lunch  under  cover.     On  resuming 
it  a  fine  fat  gander  was  pulling  the  rod  across  a  gras; 
field  ;  he  had  swallowed  the  worm,  hook  and  all.  I 
severed  the  gut  about  two  feet  from  his  bill,  and 
day  by  day  I  watched  the  bird  ;  the  length  of  gut 
shortened  daily,  and  on  the  thu-d  or  fourth  day  it 
had  vanished.    For  the  following  two  months  I  saw 
the  bird  almost  daily,  and  he  lived  and  grew  fatter 
and  fatter,  and  seemed  none  the  worse.    The  ques- 
tion is  would  the  pike  I  caught  have  followed  the 
example  of  the  gander. — Yours  truly. 

Two  Year  Old 
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"OLIVERS." 

Dear  Sir, — T  am  sending  you  by  this  post  some 
little  gentlemen  in  spirits  they  call  "  Olivers  "  down 
here,  and  they  are  coming  up  the  river  Taw,  I  sup- 
pose from  the  sea,  by  the  thousand  ;  and  the  people 
are  eating  them,  and  say  they  are  very  nice.  They 
will  not  admit  that  they  are  the  young  eel.  Just 
publish  my  letter  and  a  reply,  so  that  I  can  convince 
them. 

I  have  had  one  day  with  the  trout,  but  they  run 
very  small  ;  they  are  catching  small  bass  and  dabs 
in  the  tideway  here,  but  I  notice  the  local  fishermen 
resort  to  the  four-pronged  spear  for  the  flatfish. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  Q.  WiLSON 

Barnstaple. 

u  oli'^ers  "   are  what  are  usually  called 

'  elvers,"  and  are  unquestionably  young  eels  ;  they 
are  about  2Jin.  to  Sin.  long. — Ed.] 


VORACITY  OF  THE  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir, — As  an  example  of  the  "all-devour- 
ing "  nature  of  Master  Pike,  I  thought  the  following 
might    be    interesting.      I   caught    three  pike 
recently  from  a  private  pond  near    here ;  the 
weights  were  91b.  2oz.,  91b.,  and  2|^lb.  respectively. 
One  of  the  large  ones,  when  I  got  him  out,  seemed 
to  be  unusually  baggy,  and  naturally  aroused  my 
curiosity  as  to  its  cause.    When  extracting  the 
hooks  from  his  mouth  I  noticed  the  tail  of  a  small 
fish  showuig  out  of  his  gullet,  and  investigation 
further  resulted  in  the  extraction  of  no  less  than 
eight  roach,  varymg  in  length  from  3in.  to  6in.,  the 
bait  that  I  captured  him  with  making  his  ninth 
attempt  at  what  I  should  call  a  fairly  respectable 
lunch  that  morning.    I  afterwards  learned  from 
the  keeper  that  a  party  who  had  fished  there  the  day 
previous  had,  when  finished,  turned  in  their  remain- 
ing baits — about  a  dozen  small  roach.    No  doubt, 
"John"  was  on  the  alert,  and  had  eight  out  of 
their  number  before  they  went  very  far  ;  only  two 
of  them  were  partly  digested.    I  am  told  that  in 
the  breeding  season  last  year  between  sixty  and 
eighty  young  ducks  disappeared  from  this  pond 
alone,  and  several  times  the  keepers  watched  the 
pike  take  them  from  the  surface  of  the  water.  I 
have  before  now  taken  three  fish  from  a  61b.  pike, 
one  of  the  number  being  a  respectable  chub  of  £-lb! 
weight  ;  but  for  round  numbers  this  one  takes  the 
lead.    I  have  slain  twenty-five  pike  this  winter 
with  an  average  weight  of  about  41b.  each— not  a 
very  bad  season's  work  for  a  poor  disciple  of  the 
rod  who  is  engaged  in  the  rather  trying  trade  of  a 
chemist— besides  some  good  baskets  of  roach,  and  a 
satisfactory  "  look  in  "  at  the  trout  earlier  in  the 
season.— Yours  truly,  Retlaw. 
Newbury. 

LIGHT  PIPE  COVERS. 
Sir,— Would  any  of  your  readers  kindly  state 
where  alummium  or  very  light  silver  pipe  covers 
can  be  got  for  use  when  fishing,  just  light  caps  to 
go  oyer  pipe  and  a  fine  chain  to  secure  same  to  stem 
of  pipe.  I  can  get  the  heavy  "  pepper-pot  "  cover 
shape  by  the  score,  but  none  similar  to  those  I  used 
to  get  almost  anywhere  in  London— these  were  flat 
and  very  light.— Yours  truly,  Gypswood. 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over). 
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SATURDAY,  APRIL  18,  1903,. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITORj 

The  Wye,  Hebefoed. 
Mr.  John  Paterson,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
tells  me  that  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  Wye  ought  to 
improve  now  that  most  of  the  nets  are  taken  off. 
Mr.  Paterson  had  a  fine  salmon  of  221b.  on  the  9th 
Ihe  fisli  was  caught  almost  at  the  last  cast  of  the 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

Pont-Charles-Albert,  on  the  Var ;  trout  and 
barbel ;  two  hotels  ;  three  kilometres  from  the 
station  at  Pont-Charles-Albert ;  trout  and  barbel 
fishing  can  be  had  in  the  Esteron. 

Levens-Vesubie,  on  the  Var  and  Vesubie  ;  trout 
and  barbel  fishing  ;  several  hotels. 

Villars  du  Var  ;  trout  and  barbel  fishing  at  Pont 
de  Massons,  Remous  de  Mahaussene,  Pont  de  I'Able 
and  Remous  du  Salvaret ;  several  hotels  at  Villars 
du  Var ;  fishing  can  also  be  had  in  the  Espagnole 
near  here. 

Touet  de  Beuil ;  trout  and  barbel  fishing  in  the 
Var  ;  hotels  ;  trout  fishing  can  also  be  had  in  the 
Clans,  5  kilometres  away. 

Puget-Theniers,  on  the  Var  ;  trout  and  barbel ; 
several  hotels. 

Loup,  on  the  Loup  ;  trout  and  barbel ;  several 
hotels  at  Loup. 

//.  Dcpartement  du  Var. 
(Line  from  Meyrargues  a  Grasse.) 
Barjols ;    trout,  grayling,  barbel,  etc.  ;  several 
hotels. 

Salernes  and  Aups-Sillans,  near  the  Bresque  • 
crayfish  ;  several  hotels. 

Tauneron,  near  the  Siagne ;  crayfish:  a  res- 
taurant at  Tauneron. 


1879  in  thQ  Fishing  GazOte;  I  only  want  a  few  short 
quotations." 

Very  glad  to  give  Mr.  Tweddle  the  permission 
and  send  him  any  other  information  he  may  want. 

"  Trout  Fishing  with  a  Map.". 
The  little  picture  in  the  pleasant  article  under 
this  title  which  was  published  last  week  should  have 
had  under  it  this  inscription — 

"Where  the  river  flows  through  Arqucs." 

R.  15.  Marston. 


PEETHSHIEE. 

INEXPENSIVE  SALMON   AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Grimble, 
Author  of    The  Salmon  Rivera  of  Scotland,'!  etoj 


The  Irish  Government  Aiding  and  Shielding 
Poachers. 

Will  no  member  of  Parhament  earn  the  thanks  of 
all  interested  m  the  Irish  salmon  and  other  inland 
hsheries  by  raising  the  question  of  the  reduction 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  fines  imposed  on  poachers? 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  Limerick  Board  of  Conserva- 
tors threaten  to  resign  in  consequence  of  the  shield- 
ing ot  convicted  poachers  by  the  Irish  Government. 
Nothing  could  be  more  disheartening  than  such 
action,  and  yet  the  Lord  Lieutenant  told  Lord  Mayo 
LrM  "P'^'t  convictions.  Only  the  other 
:7J  l'  I'lTll  ^°Slish  salmon  angler,  had 

again  to  fight  the  Navan  Gas  Company  for  poisoning 
he  river  Boyne,  and  I  am  glad  to  saygot  an  injunc^ 
tion  ;  but  It  is  not  everyone  who  has  the  courage  to 
fight  such  cases,  and  if  the  Government  is  not  going 
fi°herFes°'*  *  '^'^  ^^^""^  for  Irish 

Fishing  in  the  Rivers  of  the  South  op  France.* 
Among  the  very  great  attractions  of  the  districts 
traversed  by  the  railways  of  the  South  of  France 

aZl,    f)^^  """"^      8*^''^  ^  ^^g^  place,  and  the 
object  of  these  notes  is  to  indicate  where  good 
tishing  can  be  enjoyed  near  railway  stations. 
/.  De'partement  des  Alpes  Maritimes. 
(On  the  Une  from  Nice  to  Puget-Theniers  ) 
Rempaou  and  Bios  de  Martel,  near  St.  Martin-du- 

LTi  fo.*  t""^  .^^"'^^^  fi^i'ig  the  Var;  good 
hotels  at  St.  Martin-du-Var  ^ 


scrin^^Ui^^T^T  ^^T""  ^^""^  a  raanu- 


///.  Departement  des  Basses-Alpes. 
(Line  from  Digue  to  Saint  Andre.) 
Digue  and  Gaubert  le  Chaffant ;  trout  and  barbel 
fishing  m  the  Bleone  ;  hotels  at  Digue 

Mezel  and  Moriez;   trout  and  barbel  fishing  in 
the  Asse  ;  hotels. 

St  Andre  ;  trout  and  barbel  fishing  in  the  Verdon 
and  Issole ;  hotels. 

IV.  Departement  du  Var. 
(On  the  line  from  Saint  Raphatl  to  Hyeres 
and  tramway  from  Cogohn  to  St.  Tropez  ) 
hotelT^        St.  Raphael,  on  the  A.gens  ;  trout ; 

A  httle  sea  fishing  is  to  be  had  at  St.  Raphael  St 
Iropez,  and  Hyeres.  At  certain  seasons  fishing  is 
Illegal.  Anglers  should  make  sure  on  this  point 
by  local  inquiry  to  avoid  unpleasant  experiences; 

Sydney  Amatel-r  Fishermen's  Association. 

Dear  Sir —Under  separate  cover  we  have 
pleasure  in  handing  you  our  illustrated  Annual 
Report  for  1902,  which  we  commend  to  your 
kmdly  notice  in  the  hope  that  it  may  prove  an 
interesting  object  lesson  of  what  an  over-the-sea 
piscatorial  association  is  endeavouring  to  do  in  the 
interests  of  its  members  and  the  general  pubhc. 
We  have  been  favoured  with  some  pleasing  pars  in 
the  local  and  mter-state  papers,  and  if  you  could 
give  us  a  notice  in  your  excellent  journal  it  would 
be  esteemed.  Enclosed  with  the  report  will  be 
tound  the  lawful  weights  and  sizes  for  fish  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  Fisheries  Act,  1902,  which  has  just 
come  into  operation.  We  anticipate  that  some  of 
the  mimmums  will  be  altered,  but  it  will  serve  to 
indicate  the  trend  of  opinion  here  regarding  the 
destruction  of  immature  fish.— With  fraternal 
greetings,  we  remain,  yours  faithfully, 
H.  R.  Searle  \  t  •  *  tt 
J.  Murphy     /  ^^o'^*  Sees. 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  report  which  the  joint 
hon.  sees  of  the  Sydney  Amateur  Fishermen's 
Association  send  that  the  association  has  had 
another  most  successful  year,  and  has  also  taken  a 
leading  part  in  educating  the  legislature  on  the 
subject  ot  fish  preservation  and  protection.  I  hope 
to  refer  to  one  or  two  interesting  matters  in  the 
report  later  on. 

Grayling  in  the  North  of  England. 
I  was  very  glad  the  other  day  to  get  a  letter  from 
an  old  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Mr 
John  Tweddle,  of  Choppington.  He  says  :— 
1  "  ^f^\  Sir,— You  will  perhaps  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  l  am  yet  ahve  and  kicking— I  was  83  last 
birthday.  I  am  gomg  to  write  a  short  history  of 
the  grayling  as  this  fish  is  coming  most  prominently 
forward  m  Northumberland  at  the  present  time. 

account  of  theii-  introduction, 
yet  the  Till,  Glen,  and  some  of  their  tributaries  are 
swarmmg  with  them.  Then  again,  in  the  river 
Blyth  men  are  catching  them  daily.  There  is  no 
account  of  how  they  came  there.  The  first  grayling 
1  evei-  saw  was  caught  in  this  river  in  1846  I 
should  like  your  permission  to  quote  from  Mr. 
BuUock  s  articles  on  this  fish,  written  in  the  year 


CHAPTER  VI.~continued. 
The  average  weight  of  salmon  is  141b.,  though 
there  are  always  a  few  of  201b.  to  25lb.,  while  two 
of  331b.  are  the  record  weights  of  the  river.  Grilse 
are  not  plentiful  and  do  not  reach  the  Tummel  till 
the  middle  of  June,  when  they  average  5lb.  All 
lures  are  permitted— the  natural  minnow  is  the 
most  killing,  and  all  the  medium  sized  standard  flics 
will  kill.    As  there  is  no  need  to  say  anything  in 
praise  of  the  hotel,  I  will  but  mention  that  the 
charge  for  board  is  14s.  a  day.    Attached  to  this 
hotel  IS  some  good  anghng  on  the  Tay  near  Dunkeld 
—13  miles  by  rail  and  a  short  drive  to  the  beat  that 
falls  to  the  angler's  lot ;  the  charge  for  this  is  30s.  a 
day,  which  includes  boat  and  two  men  and  their 
lunch.    Two  anglers  can  fish  from  the  boat,  which 
reduces  the  cost  to  15s.  a  day.    They  use  three 
rods,  one  at  each  side,  one  in  the  middle  ;  a  coin  is 
spun  to  decide  as  to  which  shall  first  take  the  luck 
of  the  middle  rod,  and  then  as  soon  as  a  fish  has 
been  killed  on  it.  it  reverts  to  the  other  angler. 

The  Birnam  Hotel  at  Dunkeld  has  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  pretty  water  immediately  below  the 
town,  which  can  be  fished  free  every  alternate  day.- 
Boatmen  get  7s.  each  per  day,  which  includes  their 
lunch  and  whiskey ;  bed  and  board,  70s.  a  week. 
As  soon  as  trout  fishing  opens  the  hotel  also  has  the 
right  on  the  river  Bruar  for  some  miles,  to  which 
the  angler  can  turn  his  attention  on  the  days  when 
there  is  no  salmon  fishing. 

Below  Birnam  there  is  no  more  open  water 
actually  going  with  any  hotel.    At  Stanley,  how- 
ever, where  there  is  a  very  comfortable  hotel,  Mr. 
Malloch,  of  Perth,  has  more  than  six  of  the  best 
miles  on  the  Tay  over  the  famous  Stobhall  water, 
and  if  application  be  made  to  him  early— two  or 
three  months  before  the  opening  day— he  is  some- 
times able  to  offer  a  boat  on  moderate  terms. 
Attached  to  this  section  are  the  two  well-known 
boatmen,  Joseph  Pan  ton  and  John  Haggart.  To 
the  latter  belongs  the  honour  of  ha\ang  killed  with 
a  Phantom  the  heaviest  fish  of  recent  years  winch 
scaled  621b.  ;   of  Panton  a  good  story  is  told  in 
connection  with  a  wonderful  day's  sport  he  once 
had  when  in  the  employ  of  the  late  Mr.  Barclay 
Field,  who  formerly  rented  all  the  Stobhall  water. 
Given  his  choice  as  to  whether  he  would  come  out 
and  beat  for  the  guns  at  a  day's  cover  shooting  or 
go  to  the  river— he  chose  the  latter,  and  took  thirty- 
three  fish  to  his  own  rods.    On  coming  back  from 
the  shooting  his  master  asked  him  if  he  had  got  as 
many  fish  as  were  wanted,  when  old  Joe,  being  a 
man  of  few  words,  merely  answered  "  Yes,  sir," 
and  turned  away,  though  anxiously  waiting  for  the 
inquiry,  "  How  many  ?  "  and  chudding  to  himself 
at  the  thought  of  the  sensation  his  reply  would 
create.    Mr.  Field,  however,  forgot  to  put  the  ques- 
tion, an  omission  which  to  this  day  is  a  sore  poini 
with  the  hero  of  the  great  score. 

From  Woody  Island  to  some  distance  below 
Perth  Bridge  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  generously  gives 
permission  to  all  who  ask  for  it,  and  many  and  heavy 
are  the  spring  and  autumn  fish  that  have  come  from 
It.  Needless  to  say,  anglers  are  numerous,  but  there 
are  some  six  miles  of  water  that  can  be  boated  or 
cast  from  the  bank,  while  the  etiquette  of  the  rod 
is  strictly  observed,  and  really  anyone  in  search  of 
very  cheap  sport  with  a  good  chance  might  do  worse 
than  stay  in  Perth  for  the  first  fortnight  of  October. 
It  was  on  this  stretch  that  a  few  years  ago  Captain 
A.  G.  Good\\-in  had  the  luck  to  take  a  fish  of  55|lb. 
with  a  prawn.  He  hooked  it  just  below  Woody 
Island  a  httle  before  six  o'clock  on  the  evening  of 
Sept.  28,  1898,  I  think.     The  fight  that  ensued 
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was  one  of  unusual  excitement,  for  in  some  way  or 
other  the  thin  reel  line  became  hitched  and  broke 
short  off,  but  was  luckily  caught  as  it  was  about  to 
slip  through  the  top  ring,  and  the  fish  happening  to 
be  quiet  at  the  moment  the  line  was  quickly  knotted 
together,  though  up  to  the  end  of  the  battle  the 
passing  to  and  fro  of  the  knot  through  the  rings 
was  a  source  of  continual  anxiety.  After  fighting 
hard  with  great  dash  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  in 
which  time  the  fish  struggled  half  a  mile  down 
stream,  this  splendid  fellow  met  his  fate.  Captain 
Goodwin  was  using  one  of  Hardy's  14ft.  cane-built, 
steel-centre  rods,  with  a  fine  undressed  line  of  the 
Manchester  Cotton  Company. 

Every  season  the  Tay  yields  some  monsters  to 
the  rod,  and  amongst  them  I  can  recall  to  mind 
the  captures  of  the  following  : — 

In  October,  1895,  Lord  Zetland  took  with  a  Claret 
Major  a  551b.  fish  from  the  Mill  Stream  at  Stanley, 
whoso  dimensions  agree  to  a  nicety  with  Captain 
Goodwin's  fish — namely,  length,  55in.,  girth  30in. 
Colonel  Clarke  Jervoise  had  one  of  491b.  with  a  Jock 
Scott  from  the  Finford  Stream  of  Stobhall ;  and 
Lord  Ruthven  had  one  of  541b.  from  the  Finford 
Pool,  but  neither  of  these  fish  were  weighed  until 
twenty-four  hours  after  capture,  and  each  would 
have  scaled  at  least  31b.  more  had  there  been  a  steel- 
yard on  the  bank  capable  of  weighing  them.  Lord 
Blythswood  had  one  from  the  Sandyford  Pool  at 
Islamouth  of  531b.,  which  took  a  moderate-sized 
Blick  Dog,  and  here  also  his  guest,  Mr.  H.  Praed, 
had  a  day  of  twenty-two  fish,  headed  by  one  of 
431b.  ;  and  Colonel  Legh,  of  High  Legh,  had  one  of 
45lb.  from  the  Bournmouth  water.  These,  how- 
ever, are  only  just  a  few  of  the  emperors  and  kings 
that  have  been  taken  from  the  Tay  to  gladden  the 
hearts  of  their  captors.  From  the  experiences  of 
Lord  Ruthven  and  Colonel  Clarke  Jervoise  it  will 
be  seen  that  it  is  just  as  well  to  attack  the  autumn 
fish  of  the  Tay  provided  with  a  steel-yard  that  will 
weigh  up  to  601b.,  for  it  is  rather  a  pity  not  to  have 
known  the  exact  weights  of  such  very  heavy  fish. 
There  is,  however,  a  dodge  by  which  a  fish  whatever 
its  weight  can  be  weighed  by  any  ordinary  steel-yard. 
Supposing  that  a  salmon  is  judged  to  be  501b.  and 
the  available  steel-yard  will  only  weigh  up  to  401b., 
then  select  a  stone  of  over  101b.,  weigh  it  exactly, 
and  tie  a  cord  round  it  and  pass  the  end  through 
the  ring  at  the  top  of  the  steel-yard,  turn  it  down 
and  fasten  it  taut  to  the  hook  on  which  the  fish  is 
to  be  hung,  then  place  the  fish  on  the  hook,  and 
before  its  weight  can  tell  on  the  indicator  it  will 
have  to  raise  the  stone,  and  that,  added  to  what 
the  indicator  marks,  will  be  the  total  weight  of  the 
fish.  Thus  a  50-pounder,  having  raised  a  stone  of 
151b.,  will  only  lower  the  indicator  to  35lb. 

I  have  never  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  in  a 
position  to  experiment  with  a  50-pounder  of  my 
own  catching,  but  have  often  tested  the  loss  of 
weight  in  20-pounders,  etc.,  and  "  minnows  "  like 
these  have  always  shown  a  diminution  in  weight  of 
a  little  over  a  pound  in  twenty-four  hours.  There- 
fore, if  the  loss  be  in  proportion  to  the  weight,  then 
a  fish  weighing  501b.  twenty-four  hours  after 
capture,  would  have  scaled  521b.  on  the  river  bank. 

The  best  angling  periods  on  the  river  are  as 
follows  : — 

Loch  Tay,  from  Jan.  15  to  April  15.  Very  few 
fish  enter  Loch  Tay  in  May. 

Above  the  Tummel  from  Jan.  15  to  May  15  ; 
April  best. 

Between  Tummel  and  Dunkeld  from  Jan.  15  to 
May  15  ;  March  and  April  best.  A  few  autumn 
fish  killed. 

From  Dunkeld  to  Islamouth,  from  Jan.  15  to 
May  15  ;  and  then  from  Aug.  15  to  end  of  season 
is  very  good. 

The  autumn  run  does  not  ascend  above  Dunkeld 
in  any  large  numbers. 

From  Islamouth  to  Linn  of  Campsie— the  cream  of 
the  Tay — and  here  it  may  be  said  that  June  is  the 
only  month  of  the  season  when  sport  is  not  good. 

From  the  Linn  to  Benchill  is  much  the  same, 
numbers  of  grilse  being  taken  on  this  section. 

From  Benchill  to  Perth,  good  from  Jan.  15  to 
April  15,  and  in  autumn  from  Aug.  20  to  end  of 
season. 

(To  be  continued.) 

To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Heady, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian  "  of  the  Pi-hing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  haudy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  id.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 
St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


MOEE  JOTTINGS. 


It  was,  I  believe,  only  the  merest  chance  that  the 
Scotch  were  not  ahead  of  the  English  in  the  dis- 
covery of  the  theory  of  the  dry-fly.  For  years  the 
Tweed  angler  must  have  been  trembling  on  the 
verge,  and  yet,  years  after  the  dry-fly  had  become 
an  established  cult  on  Southern  waters,  we  find  the 
Scot  much  where  he  was  before  ever  it  became 
known. 

I  had  read,  and,  indeed,  followed,  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  David  Webster,  in  "  The  Angler  and  the 
Loop  Rod,"  of  the  method  of  dressing  flies  for  Tweed 
and  Clyde,  but  until  I  saw  a  first-rate  exponent  of 
the  method  turn  out  a  fly,  it  never  struck  me  how 
like  in  many  ways  it  was  to  the  double -dressed  or 
rolled  wing  floater  of  the  South. 

Hero  is  Mr.  Webster's  description  of  his  plan  :— 

"  (1)  Take  the  fibre  from  the  feather  in  small 
portions  until  you  have  what  will  form  the  wings, 
moisten  each  portion  with  sa'iva,  and  place  them 
evenly  together. 

"  (2)  Take  now  the  gut,  with  the  teeth  render  it 
flat  at  the  end,  so  as  to  give  a  secure  hold  in  the 
tying,  and  having  made  two  turns  of  the  thread 
round  the  middle  of  the  hook,  place  the  gut  along 
the  under  side  of  the  wire  and  wind  the  thread 
firmly  until  within  four  or  five  turns  of  the  bend." 
(He  says  "  bend,"  but  he  must  mean  "  end.") 

"  (3)  Lay  on  the  fibre  to  the  metal  whip  to  the 
end  of  the  hook,  and  make  two  turns  back  to  the 
root  of  the  wing. 

"  (4)  Split  the  fibre  with  the  point  of  a  needle, 
apportioning  to  each  wing  an  exactly  equal  amount. 

"  (5)  Roll  the  thread  between  the  wings,  taking 
care  to  keep  them  apart  with  the  finger  and  thumb, 
and  set  well  back  at  each  turn  of  the  silk. 

"  (fi)  If  the  flj'  is  to  be  a  hackle,  work  back  with 
the  thread  a  few  turns  and  fasten  the  hackle  ;  wind 
to  the  tail  of  the  fly  and  thence  back  to  the  wings  ; 
and,  lastly,  roll  on  the  hackle  up  to  the  wings  and 
finish  ofi'. 

"  (7)  If  you  are  making  a  fly  bodied  with  dubbing, 
work  back  with  the  silk  as  far  as  the  body  is  to 
extend,  wind  on  the  dubbing  with  waxed  silk  thread, 
and  finish  off  at  the  root  of  the  wing.'' 

Here  are  two  flies — one  hackled,  one  dubbed — 
from  the  author's  illustrations. 


Here  one  sees  the  following  features  common  to 
dry-fly  dressing  (a)  The  spUt  wings ;  [h)  the  figure 
of  eight  working  of  the  silk  ;  (c)  the  several  thick- 
nesses of  feather  ;  [d)  the  hackle  behind  and  forcing 
up  and  supporting  the  wings.  This  is  what  Mr. 
Webster  says  about  the  results  of  his  method  :  — 
"  Flies  dressed  in  the  way  I  have  described  may  be 
crushed  or  ruffled  in  the  book  or  pocket  almost  to 
any  extent  without  detriment  to  their  ki fling  quali- 
ties ;  for  whenever  they  are  placed  on  the  water  they 
at  once  assume  their  original  form,  the  wings  set 
themselves  widely  apart  and  stand  out  on  the  surface 
of  the  stream  with  all  the  appearance  of  life."  The 
italics  are  mine.  It  is  strange  that  the  author 
seems  to  think  he  is  preaching  wet-fly. 

The  exponent  of  the  method  whom  I  saw  at  work 
put  an  astonishing  amount  of  material  into  his  wings, 
and  if  they  had  been  paraffined  they  would  have 
been  practically  unsinkable. 

Of  a  very  different  type  are  the  flies  produced  on 
the  Upper  Usk.  A  good  many  years  ago  a  friend 
gave  me  one  or  two  patterns  from  this  district  tied 
by  a  local  dresser,  called  Larcom  or  Larcombe.  (I 
do  not  know  the  spelling.)  They  were  rudely  tied, 
but  quite  light  in  the  dressing,  and  they  had  an  air 
of  vigour  and  snap  about  them  which  I  have  rarely, 
if  ever,  seen  excelled.  I  asked  Mrs.  Hughes,  the 
post-mistress  of  Brecon  (who  sells  flies,  etc.),  to  get 
me  some  of  his  flies  M'hen  I  was  visiting  Senny 
Bridge  a  few  years  back.  She  wrote  me  that  old 
Larcom  was  dead,  but  there  was  a  son  who  dressed 
an  even  better  fly  than  did  his  father.  These  are 
the  series  he  di-essed  for  me  :— (1)  March  Bro-mi, 
dubbed  ;  (2^  March  Brown  Quill ;  (3)  March  Brown 
Partridge  Hackle;  (4)  Dark  Blue,  dubbed;  (5) 
Dark  Blue  Quill ;  (6)  Iron  Blue  ;  (7)  Purple  Blue 
(another  dressing  of  the  same) ;   (8)  Light  Blue, 


dubbed  ;  (9)  Light  Blue  (silk  body) ;  (10)  Grannom ; 
(11)  Sand  Fly  ;  and  (12)  Gravel  Bed. 

To  quote  Walton,  here  you  have  a  jury  of  flies 
that  will  betray  all  the  trouts  in  the  river. 

I  select  for  illustration  1,  4,  and  9  as  most 
characteristic. 


Mark  the  wide  gape  of  the  hook,  the  fineness  of 
the  wire,  the  rankness  of  the  barb,  and  the  combined 
deh'cacy  and  dash  of  the  dressing.  For  fine  waters 
these  flies  will  take  a  lot  of  beating.  You  feel  they 
will  suggest  a  living  thing  to  the  fish. 

The  March  Brown  is  dressed  with  a  plain  ginger 
hackle.  I  prefer  a  honey  or  yellow  dun  cock's 
hackle  rather  disproportionately  long  in  the  fibre, 
and  it  has  been  found  a  good  killer. 

Val  Conson. 


FKESH-WATEE  AQUAKIA.* 
By  the  Rev,  Geegoey  0.  Bateman,  A.K.O. 

{Continued  from  page  252.) 

CHAPTER  YIIL— continued. 

The  Gurami  [Osphromenus  olfax)  (Fig.  112),  be- 
longing to  the  same  family  (Anahantidce)  as  the 
Paradise  fish,  is,  like  its  relative,  beautiful,  interest- 
ing, hardy  (under  proper  treatment),  and  well 
suited  to  a  Ufe  in  an  aquarium.  It  is  also  a  native: 
of  China  and  Cochin-China  ;  but  now  it  is  natural- 
ised in  many  other  countries,  such  as  India,  Aus- 
tralia, Mauritius,  and  Penang.  Like  all  the  members 
of  the  group  (Labyrinth-Gilled  Fishes)  in  which  it 
is  placed,  owing  to  the  special  formation  of  its  gills, 
the  Gurami  has  the  power  of  remaining  for  a  con- 
siderable time  out  of  water,  and  of  obtaining  a 
certain  amount  of  oxygen  from  the  atmospheric  air. 
This  fish,  therefore,  need  not  be  kept  in  a  large 
aquarium  ;  but  of  course  the  larger,  in  reason,  the 
better. 

The  Gurami  may  be  described  as  omnivorous  : 
nevertheless,  it  is  chiefly  herbivorous,  feeding  gene- 
rally upon  aquatic  plants.  It  will  also  eat  pieces  of 
cabbage,  lettuce,  and  turnip  leaves.    The  Gurami  is 


Fig.  112.  Gurami  (Osphromenus  olfax). 

noted  for  the  goodness  of  its  flesh  as  food  for  man, 
and  as  it  is  a  quick  grower,  occasionally  weighing, 
it  is  said,  as  much  as  twenty  pounds,  its  cultivation 
is  certainly  worth  the  attention  of  those  who  could 
supply  it  with  enough  water  of  a  temperature  vary- 
ing from  65deg.  Fahr.  to  80deg.  It  does  best  in 
clear  water,  well  stocked  with  healthy  growing  weeds. 

Like  the  Paradise  Fish,  the  Gurami  is  a  nest- 
builder.  The  nest  is  made  of  portions  of  aquatic 
plants,  and  measures  about  five  or  six  inches  across. 
The  eggs  deposited  by  the  female  in  the  nest  some- 
times number  as  many  as  a  thousand.    When  the 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
GUI. 
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young  fish  appear  they  feed  upon  the  materials  of 
which  the  nest  is  formed. 

Fig.  112  gives  a  good  idea  of  this  interesting  and 
dehcious  fresh-water  fish.  The  curiQusly-shaped 
mouth  IS  capable  of  not  a  little  protrusion.  The 
first  ray  of  each  ventral  fin  consists,  not  like  that  of 
the  Paradise  Fish  of  a  sharp  spine,  but  of  a  lon^ 
slender  filament  which  reaches  beyond  the  tail,  and 
which,  perhaps,  is  chiefly  used  for  balancing  and 
steadymg  purposes.  The  bands  down  the  body 
which  disappear  with  age,  are  blue,  and  the  ventral 
fins  are  tipped  with  crimson.  In  addition  to  these 
colours,  the  fish  possesses  a  beautiful  sheen. 

The  Gurami,  when  small,  may  be  kept  in  a  tank 
heated  in  the  same  manner  (Fig.  Ill)  as  has  been 
suggested  in  regard  to  the  Paradise  Fish.  As  soon 
as  It  grows  too  big  for  this  receptacle  it  might  be 
removed  to  one  of  those  tanks  which  are  often  found 
in  large  greenhouses,  and  which  generally  contains 
water  of  a  fairly  high  temperature.  The  Gurami, 
during  the  summer  months,  may  be  purchased  in 
London. 

The  Siamese  Fighting  Fish  (Betta  pugnax)  is  also 
a  member  of  the  family  Anabantidce,  and  another  of 
the  interesting  domesticated  fish  of  the  East     It  is 
distinguished  from  its  relatives  by  a  short  and  deep 
spineless  dorsal  fin  ;  but,  like  them,  it  possesses  ven- 
tral fins,  each  having  the  first  ray  much  prolonged, 
and  a  long  anal  fin.    The  caudal  fin  is  large  and  fan- 
shaped     "  Cantor  writes  that  when  the  fish  is  in  a 
state  of  quiet,  its  dull  colours  present  nothing  re- 
markable, but  if  two  be  brought  together,  or  if  one 
sees  Its  own  image  in  a  looking-glass,  the  httle 
creature  becomes  suddenly  excited.    The  raised  fin 
and  the  whole  body  shine  with  metallic  colours  of 
dazzling  beauty,  while  the  projected  gill  membrane 
waving  like  a  black  frill  round  the  throat,  adds 
something  of  grotesqueness  to  the  general  appear- 
ance.   In  this  state  it  makes  repeated  darts  at  its 
real  or  reflected  antagonist.    But  both,  when  taken 
out  of  each  other's  sight,  become  instantly  quiet. 
Ihis  description  was  drawn  up  by  a  gentleman  who 
had  been  presented  with  several  by  the  King  of 
Siam.    They  were  kept  in  glasses  of  water,  fed  with 
larva  of  mosquitoes,  and  had  thus  Uved  for  many 
months.    The  Siamese  are  as  infatuated  with  the 
combats  of  these  fish  as  the  Malays  are  with  their 
cockfights,  staking  on  the  issue  considerable  sums, 
and  sometimes  their  own  persons  and  families  The 
licence  to  exhibit  fish  fights  is  farmed,  and  brings  a 
considerable  annual  revenue  to  the  King  of  Siam 
rhe  species  abounds  in  the  rivulets  at  the  foot  of  the 
hills  of  Perang."     ('•  The  Royal  Natural  History," 
p.  413.)  •' 

These  fish  are  also  nest-builders  ;  they  should  be 
kept  in  pairs.  They  may  be  confined  in  such  a 
tank  as  has  been  recommended  for  the  Paradise 
i^ish  and  the  water  ought  to  be  of  a  like  temperature 

ihe  CUmbing  Perch  {Anahas  scandens)  is  an 
interesting  inmate  of  an  aquarium,  where  it  will 
live  for  a  long  time  if  it  can  be  provided  with  water 
ot  a  temperature  varying  from  55deg.  to  80deg. 
i  ahr  It  will  do  well  in  the  same  kind  of  vessel  as 
that  illustrated  at  Fig  1 1 1 .  Of  course,  as  this  Perch 
is  a  larger  animal  than  its  relative  the  Paradise  Fish, 
It  should  be  confined  in  a  larger  receptacle.  Anahas 
scandens,  when  fully  grown,  is  about  Sin.  in  lengt'i 
and  IS  vei-y  Perch-like  in  appearance.  Though  it 
has  the  reputation  of  climbing  trees  after  food,  it 
has,  I  believe,  been  seen  to  do  so  on  only  one 
occasion— by  Daldorf,  in  the  year  1791.  It  does 
indeed  scramble  over  land  by  the  help  of  its  pectoral 
fins,  which  It  hooks  round  grass  and  weeds. 

This  fish,  as  well  as  the  others  of  the  same  group, 
IS  provided  with  a  special  organ  for  assisting  in  the 
oxygenisation  of  the  blood;  consequently  it  is 
enabled  to  live  for  some  time  out  of  the  water,  and 
indeed,  m  hard  mud,  and  out  of  the  latter  it  is  fre- 
quently dug  by  the  natives  of  the  countries  in  which 
It  is  found.  It  IS  reported  that  boatmen  carry  them 
alive  in  earthenware  jars,  without  water,  and  cook 
them  as  they  need  them,  and  that  even  after  several 
days  the  remaining  fi^sh  are  still  lively. 

The  body  of  the  CUmbing  Perch  is  oblong,  and 
somewhat  compressed.  The  dorsal  fin  is  spined  for 
by  far  the  greater  portion  of  its  length,  the  smaller 
(the  posterior  part)  being  soft,  rounded,  and  higher 
than  the  rest.  The  caudal  fin  is  convex.  The  anal 
hn,  m  regard  to  its  spined  and  soft  parts,  corresponds 
to  the  dorsal,  except  that  the  spines  on  the  former 
are  less  numerous.  The  scales  of  the  fish  are  large, 
and  Its  general  colour  is  dark  green,  marked  with 
dark  bands.  The  Climbing  Perch  is  found  in  India, 
Ceylon,  Burma,  the  Malayan  Archipelago,  and  the 
Phihppine  Islands, 


Though  I  have  kept  this  fish  for  a  long  time,  I 
have  never  seen  it  in  any  way  exhibiting  its  climb- 
ing or  crawling  powers.  It  will  eat  small  aquatic 
animals,  water  and  garden-worms.  Rather  large 
Specimens  of  the  last  will  be  found  its  most  con- 
venient food.  The  climbing  Perch  is  sometimes 
offered  for  sale,  during  the  summer  months,  by  the 
London  dealers  in  aquarian  requisites. 

[To  be  continued.) 


THE  SEASON  IN  THE  NOETH. 

The  Easter  holidays  have  not  been  blessed  with 
genial  weather.  The  fly  is  the  chief  salmon  lure  at 
present,  the  rivers  having  run  down  to  medium 
volume,  and  the  early  larger  spring  lures  been  laid 
aside  for  the  average  sizes  between  the  February 
irons  and  those  of  June  and  July.  The  common 
sizes  in  vogue  are  those  known  by  the  Limerick 
scale  as  Nos.  1-0  and  l|-0.  The  phantom  has  been 
the  best  spinning  lure  among  spinning  baits  this 
spring,  having  for  the  nonce  put  the  gudgeon,  dace, 
and  most  other  natural  baits  entirely  out  of  court. 
In  this  respect  it  has  regained  some  of  its  old  popu- 
larity, and  is  being  more  used.  The  blue-backed 
phantoms  with  gold  are  the  prime  favourites,  and 
this  is  probably  on  account  of  the  unusually  clear 
waters  which  have  been  the  order  of  the  day  all 
through. 

Kelts  are  moving  gradually  seawards,  and  are 
just  now  a  terror  on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches. 
One  angler  had  to  do  vnth.  no  less  than  nineteen  of 
them  the  other  day  on  a  reach  of  the  Dee,  while  he 
had  only  one  clean  fish.  A  bit  of  a  spate  would 
clean  them  out,  and  the  chances  are  that  it  will  not 
be  long  delayed  from  present  appearances. 

The  brown-trout  season  has  not  yet  had  a  fair 
chance  op  account  of  the  nature  of  the  weather,  but 
on  the  other  hand  the  early  finnock  and  sea-trout 
have  been  fairly  plentiful  and  good  weights. 

G.  M. 


MAEKING  OE  TAGGING  CODFISH. 


'  Notes  on  the  Tagging  of  Four  Thousand  Adult 
Cod  at  Woods  Hole,  Mass.,'  is  the  title  of  a  pam- 
phlet issued  by  the  United  States  Commission  of 
Fish  and  Fisheries.  It  is  by  Hugh  M.  Smith,  chief 
of  inquiry  respecting  food  fishes,  who  says  :— 

"  Taking  advantage  of  the  annual  release  of  a 
large  number  of  adult  cod  at  the  fish  cultural  station 
of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  at  Woods 
Hole,  Mass.,  the  writer  suggested  that  it  might  be 
possible  to  secure  some  useful  information  concern- 
ing the  natural  history  of  the  cod  by  marking  or 
tagging  the  fish  j  ust  before  their  hberation.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  winter  of  1897-98  and  in  the  three 
succeeding  years  the  available  fish  were  tagged  so 
that  they  might  be  recognised  if  recaptured. 

"  The  cod  which  were  thus  treated  had  been 
caught  in  October  and  November  of  each  year  on 
Nantucket  shoals  and  brought  to  the  Woods  Hole 
station  in  the  wells  of  fishing  vessels.  The  fish 
weighed  from  2|lb.  to  201b.,  and  were  what  the  fisher- 
men call  the  shore  cod,  as  distinguished  from  the 
bank  cod.  Few  of  them  weighed  less  than  31b.  or 
more  than  101b.,  and  the  average  weight  when 
caught  was  probably  not  far  from  61b.,  although 
when  released  after  tagging  the  average  weight  was 
only  5lb.  The  larger  part  of  the  supply  was 
obtained  by  the  Fish  Commission  schooner  Grampus, 
Captain  E.  E.  Hahn  in  command. 

"  The  tags  were  cut  from  sheet  copper,  as  this 
metal  is  cheap  and  withstands  the  action  of  salt 
water  for  a  long  time.  A  few  tags  made  of  pure 
sheet  tin  were  used,  but  they  proved  to  be  unsatis- 
factory. The  copper  tags  were  from  five-sixteenths 
to  three-fourths  of  an  inch  long,  and  one-fourth  of 
an  inch  wide.  A  small  hole  was  punched  in  one 
end,  through  which  a  fine  copper  wire  was  passed, 
attaching  the  tag  to  the  fish.  The  average  weight 
of  the  tags,  with  wire,  was  -65  gramme,  or  about 
one-fourth  that  of  a  10-cent.  silver  piece.  The 
places  of  attachment  were  the  bases  of  the  three 
dorsal  fins,  the  bases  of  the  anal  fins,  and  the  upper 
and  lower  caudal  lobes.  Most  of  the  tags  were 
fastened  to  the  upper  part  of  the  caudal  fin,  near  its 
junction  with  the  peduncle,  where  the  rays  are 
toughest  and  the  tags  are  least  liable  to  be  torn  out. 
To  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  wire  through  the  fin 
an  aneurism  needle  was  used.  After  the  weight, 
length,  and  sex  of  the  fish  were  determined  and 
recorded  and  the  tag  was  attached  they  were  towed 


into  the  sound  or  bay  in  live-cars  and  turned  loose. 
The  record  kept  for  each  tagged  fish  comprised  the 
following  Items  :— Tag  number,  position  of  the  tag, 
date  when  released,  where  released,  the  weight, 
length,  sex,  and  spawning  condition  (whether  spent 
or  immature). 

"  The  tagging  began  each  winter  about  the  Ist  of 
December,  and  continued  for  two  or  two  and  a  half 
months.  The  work  was  usually  brought  to  a  close 
by  the  formation  of  anchor  ice  and  the  consequent 
killing  of  all  the  fish  that  remained  in  the  cars.  The 
number  of  fish  tagged  during  the  four  winters 
covered  by  the  experiment  was  4019,  divided  as 
follows  among  the  difi'erent  years  : — 

1897-  1898     ..     ..    562    1899-1900..  1421 

1898-  1899     ..     ..593    1900-1901..     ..  1443 
Among  the  subjects  on  which  it  was  expected 

the  tagging  might  throw  light  and  thus  prove  of 
practical  interest  were  the  rate  of  growth  of  the  cod. 
the  frequency  of  its  spawning,  the  extent  to  which 
the  individual  fish  migrate,  the  rate  of  movement, 
etc.  Although  it  is  probable  that  other  tageed  fish 
may  hereafter  be  captured,  it  is  thought  that  suffi- 
cient  time  has  elapsed  and  enough  tags  have  been 
recovered  to  warrant  the  present  summary  of  the 
outcome  of  the  experiment. 

"  Of  the  4019  fish  tagged  and  released  140  were 
subsequently  captured  by  commercial  fishermen  up 
to  Dec.  31.  1901.  The  number  taken  during  each 
of  the  four  seasons  covered  by  the  experiment  was 
as  follows  : — 


1897-  1898 

1898-  1899 


35 
30 


1899-  1900 

1900-  1901 


22 
53 


In  a  number  of  instances  the  tags  have  not  been 
observed  at  the  time  the  fish  were  caught,  but  have 
been  discovered  by  the  wholesale  dealers  to  whom 
the  fish  were  sold.  Occasionally  tags  have  been 
forwarded  by  consumers.  When  fish  were  salted  on 
the  grounds  tags  have  sometimes  been  recovered 
months  afterwards  in  the  houses  of  salt-fish  dealers 
or  the  skinning  lofts  of  preparers  of  boneless  cod. 
In  at  least  one  case  a  tag  was  overlooked  by  the 
man  who  caught  the  fish,  by  the  men  who  cleaned, 
spHt,  and  salted  it,  by  the  man  who  unloaded  it  from 
the  vessel,  by  those  who  handled  it  on  shore,  by  the 
wholesale  dealer,  and  by  the  retail  dealer.  It  was 
eventually  found  by  a  consumer  remote  from  the 
shore  and  forwarded  to  the  Commission. 

"  The  tagged  fish  recaptured  were  at  liberty  from 
two  to  fifteen  months,  the  average  time  being  four 
or  five  months. 

"  Among  the  most  striking  cases  of  interest  in 
weight  was  that  of  the  fish  longest  at  liberty.  It 
was  a  spent  male,  whose  weight  when  released  was 
41b.,  and  when  captured  fifteen  months  later  was 
71b.  8oz.  Another  noteworthy  increase  was  that  of 
an  immature  male  weighing  31b.  8oz.  when  released 
and  71b.  when  caught  after  sixty-four  days."— New 
York  Shooting  and  Fishing. 


NOTES  OF  AN  lEISH  DEY-FLY 
ANGLEE. 

By  an  Irish  Dey-Fly  Angler. 
{Concluded  from  page  248.) 
I  AM  credibly  informed  that  summer,  as  the 
season  of   the   trout   harvest,   is  as  cardinal  a 
tenant  of  the  Irish  peasant's  economic  creed  as  that 
autumn  is  the  time  appointed  by  a  beneficent  and 
objective  Providence  to  supply  enough  good  ripe 
salmon  to  feed  themselves  and  their  families  and 
manure  their  gardens  for  the  next  twelve  months, 
and  my  own  experience  is  that  there  is  little  exag- 
geration in  the  above  statement.    Poaching  is 
congenital,  and  we  inherit  on  both  sides.    I  cannot 
remember  the  time  when  it  was  less  prevalent,  and 
the  river  seems  to  have  sustained  it  for  generations. 
I  suppose  this  must  be  due  to  the  immense  extent 
of  the  spa\vning  grounds  in  the  river  itself,  and 
possibly  there  may  be  districts  where  a  higher  cede 
of  morality  obtains.    Tliis  is  clearly  a  case  for  the 
Royal  Commissioners  or  that  curiously  supine  body 
the  conservators,  and  ultimately  fo'r  Parliament! 
The  only  remedy  I  can  suggest  is  to  induce  that 
excellent  and  efiicient  body  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary to  take  this  matter  up  seriously,  to  play 
on  their  love  of  sport  and  lucre  by  empowering  them 
to  act  and  handing  them  the  proceeds  of  the  fine. 
And  before  quitting  the  subject,  a  word  for  the 
poa^^her.    There  are  poachers  and  poachers.  Some 
are  sportsmen  in  embryo,  adapting  themselves  to 
circumstances  and  environment,  willing  to  chance 
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their  being  themsGlves  pursued  in  the  best  of  the 
enjoyments  of  pursuit.  We  all  know  what  a  game- 
keeper this  fellow  makes.  We  envy  his  lore  and 
powers  of  observation.  Nature  has  disclosed  herself 
to  him.  His  decisions  on  outdoor  subjects  may  be 
accepted  as  final. 

God,  he  reflects,  created  proprietors,  but  he  made 
the  other  men  also,  who  may  claim  to  be  owners  of 
roving  feather  and  fin— here  to-day,  gone  to-morrow 
• — who  herds  and  feeds  them  ;  to  whom  do  they  owe 
existence  ?  They  are  anybody's  spoil,  gifts  of  the 
Almighty  not  to  a  man,  but  men.  What  excellent 
fellows  some  of  them  would  be  born  under  happier 
conditions  !  And  do  we  always  set  the  example  ? 
Can  we  blame  one  who,  seeing  his  betters  prostitute 
rod,  name,  and  craft  in  the  kiUing  of  ripe  fish  or 
filthy  kelt.  degrades  his  j^itchfork  in  the  same 
igQoble  fashion  ?  Which  is  most  to  blame  ? 
"  Quis  custodiet  ipsos  custodes." 

Next  on  the  list  of  destroyers  comes  the  pike. 
Poor  pike  !  "  How  many  sins  are  committed  in 
thy  name  ?  "  Never  mind,  he  is  a  surly  fellow  and 
deserves  all  that  can  be  saia  against  him,  though 
W3  must  grant  he  gives  us  a  meny  half  hour  now 
and  then.  There  are  and  always  have  been,  and,  I 
believe,  always  will  be,  pike  in  the  Barrow,  but  they 
have  not  increased  considerably.  In  fact,  consensus 
of  opinion  points  to  the  contrary. 

Local  fishermen  say  that  pike  fishing  has  gone  to 
h— 1.  Personally,  I  do  not  often  fish  for  them  of 
Hte  years,  but  I  find  they  are  as  fond  pf  cutting  a 
salmon  trace  as  ever.  On  the  whole,  I  should  say 
they  have  decreased  slightly.  The  Barrow,  though 
in  parts  apparently  perfect  pike  water,  does  not 
seem  to  suit  this  fish.  Pike,  owing  possibly  to  their 
predatory,  solitary,  and  cannibalistic  habits,  do 
not  seem  to  increase  to  any  great  extent  in  most  of 
our  rivers  ;  also  they  are  assiduously  destroyed  by 
fair  means  and  foul,  irrespective  of  season  and  size. 
They  sometimes  run  heavy  m  this  river  up  to  301b., 
but  the  total  annual  catch  is  inconsiderable,  and  I 
think  dwindling.  There  has  certainly  been  no 
increase  to  justify  any  markeddisappearance  of  trout. 

Nor  can  the  hypothesis  of  floods  or  drainage  meet 
this  case.  A  flood  in  the  Barrow  is  a  serious  affair 
involving  at  least  nine  days,  three  to  rise,  three  at 
full,  and  three  to  ebb.  It  is  more  often,  however, 
a  matter  of  weeks  owing  to  the  enormous  extent  of 
flat  table-lands,  marsh,  and  bog  comprised  in  the 
watershed.  The  di-ainage  is  in  practically  the  same 
condition  as  when  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago  the 
river  was  adapted  for  artificial  navigation  by  the 
old  Barrow  Company,  so  that  although  by  an 
elaborate  system  of  eel  weirs  and  sluices  superflous 
water  can  be  carried  off  expeditiously,  the  nature 
of  the  watershed  forbids  accelerated  drainage 
unless  at  an  enormous  outlay.  In  fact,  in  the 
Barrow  Drainage  Bill  thrown  out  by  ParUament 
some  years  ago,  the  necessary  sum  was,  I  believe, 
estimated  at  over  a  million.  Consequently  we  may 
assume  that  neither  the  floods  nor  the  drainage  have 
materially  altered  in  character  in  the  last  twenty 
years.  Pollution  can  hardly  be  seriously  considered 
a  source  of  depletion  in  Ireland,  at  least  in  the  south 
or  west.  MilHng  and  malting  were  the  only  indus- 
tries that  ever  obtained  to  any  great  extent,  and  on 
the  Barrow  as  elsewhere  abandoned  and  derehct 
flour  mills  are  sad  but  convincing  testimony  to  the 
undiluted  purity  of  the  river.  Even  the  drainage 
of  the  towns  is  considerably  diminished  if  decreased 
population  and  the  old-world  air  may  be  regarded  a 
criterion.  We  may  have  to  cope  with  this  matter 
in  the  future.  Truly,  I  hope  so,  but  the  condition 
of  our  rivers  in  this  respect  is  clearest  index  to  the 
backward  condition  of  the  country. 

With  the  increase  of  anglers  and  the  improvement 
in  tackle  I  have  already  dealt  at  some  length,  and 
passing  over  minor  causes,  let  us  consider  how  and 
to  what  extent  the  minnow  plague  would  account 
for  the  situation.  The  minnow  {Leucisnus  phox- 
inus)  is,  we  learn,  a  gregarious  member  of  the  roach 
family,  a  voracious  feeder,  and,  according  to 
Stonehenge,  "  prefers  clear  streams  to  larger  and 
stiller  waters."  He  is  chiefly  valuable  as  a  bait  for 
other  fish.  This  sounds  all  right,  and  no  doubt  in 
his  proper  sphere,  the  drains,  the  minnow  occupies 
a  useful  subordinate  position,  but  when  he  emerges 
into  our  rivers  and  lakes,  crowds  out  other  fish  fife, 
and  exercises  his  voracious  appetite  on  all  forms  of 
fish  food  smaller  than  himself— trout  spawn,  Green 
Drake,  lobworms,  and  larvte— I  submit  the  minnow 
becomes  a  most  abominable  nuisance,  and  the  worst 
of  it  is  we  have  ourselves  to  blame.  It  is  always 
dangerous  to  trifle  with  Natm-e.  She  repays  liberties 
with  interest,  and  generally  gets  rather  more  than 


even  with  us  in  the  end.  Minnow,  if  indigenous  to 
the  country,  which  I  doubt,  are  certainly  of  recent 
introduction  in  the  two  rivers  mentioned,  and  even 
if  I  am  wrong  in  attributing  the  disimprovement  in 
trout  fishing  to  them,  they  will  undoubtedly  at  the- 
present  rate  of  increase  ultimately  and  at  no  distant 
date  crowd  out  all  other  fish  life. 

If  they  have  done  us  no  harm,  they  have  certainly 
done  no  good.  Fishing  was  better  before  they  came 
with  both  fly  and  bait  for  salmon  and  trout,  also 
indeed  for  coarse  fish.  I  hear  similar  reports  of  the 
intruders  elsewhere,  but  confine  my  remarks  to 
those  rivers  I  know  intimately  and  for  many  years. 
There  are  still  districts  in  the  country  where  the 
minnow  is  unknown.    May  they  long  remain  so. 

In  the  Barrow,  then,  we  have  a  river  in  which, 
without  any  very  marked  increase  in  the  causes 
generally  accepted  as  inimical  to  trout,  there  has 
been  a  steady  deterioration  in  both  fishing  and  insect 
life  coincident  with  the  appearance  of  minnow  and 
extending  proportionately — surely  a  strong  circum- 
stantial case  against  them. 

In  the  Dale  is  another  river  where  the  disappear- 
ance of  fly  and  fish  cannot  be  traced  to  the  usual 
causes.  Fed  by  two  small  lakes,  it  winds  its  short 
course  through  the  lush  meadows  and  rich  pastures 
of  Westmeath  and  Meath  and  delivers  into  the 
Boyne.  There  is  neither  town,  mill,  nor  factory, 
and  but  one  small  village  on  its  banks.  Deep,  slow, 
and  not  too  broad,  in  the  heart  of  some  of  the  richest 
land  in  Ireland,  it  is  a  perfect  dry  fly  stream. 

From  the  nature  of  its  source  it  is  almost  im- 
affected  by  ordinary  climatic  conditions.  Poached 
it  always  was,  and  when  the  weeds  are  cut  in  June 
hardly  a  fish  is  left  in  the  river  ;  but  in  autumn  and 
winter  they  work  their  way  in  from  above  and  below 
and  each  succeeding  spring  the  stream  is  stocked 
with  the  best  fighting,  best  shaped,  best  flavoured, 
and  handsomest  trout  I  have  ever  seen.  A  few  f)ike 
find  their  way  into  the  stream,  but  they  are  ac- 
counted for  with  the  trout  in  June.  In  spite  of 
this  wholesale  annual  slaughter,  the  depreciation 
dates  but  some  twenty  years  back,  when  minnow 
began  to  get  numerous.  In  those  days  it  was  some 
trouble  to  get  a  can,  or,  rather,  bottle,  for  that  was 
what  we  used  to  carry  them  in  for  a  day's  spinning. 
It  was  often  nearly  a  day's  work.  Now  a  few 
minutes  would  provide  bait  for  a  season.  Earlier 
still  three  stone  and  upwards  of  trout  have  been 
taken  b}'  a  single  rod  in  a  day  spinning  with  gudgeon 
and  coUough,  and  in  this  connection  I  would  observe 
minnow  appear  peculiarly  fatal  to  gudgeon  ;  in 
both  these  rivers  the  latter  are  almost  exterminated. 
No  one  spins  theie  now  ;  the  game  is  not  worth 
the  candle. 

It  is  pitiable  to  see  one  of  the  best  rivers  in  the 
kingdom  going  do^vn  like  this  when  with  a  little 
capital  judiciously  expended  so  much  might  be  done, 
at  least  in  the  direction  of  putting  a  stop  to  poaching. 
I  daresay  much  might  also  be  done  to  arrest  the 
minnow  pest.  Across  the  Channel  the  fishing  rights 
of  such  a  stream  would  be  a  valuable  property,  and 
this  is  but  one  of  scores  in  Ireland,  which,  handi- 
capped as  they  are,  afford  excellent  sport,  and  which 
with  fair  play  would  make  this  country  the  Elysium 
of  trout  anglers.  Poaching  is  bad,  but  no  stream 
can  stand  the  combined  influences  of  poaching  and 
minnow.  The  pest  has  extended  even  to  our  lakes. 
In  Westmeath  the  lakes  are  swarming  with  minnow 
and  other  small  fry.  As  elsewhere,  they  prey  on 
the  spawn  of  game  fish,  on  the  larvae  of  water  fly, 
and  in  their  turn  replace  flies  ss  the  staple  diet  of 
trout.  This  would  account  for  the  reports  we  so 
constantly  hear  that  trout  are  going  off  the  Drake. 
It  accords  with  the  result  of  our  experience,  and  I 
believe  unless  something  is  done  and  done  quickly, 
it  will  deal  a  death  blow  to  one  of  our  most  popular 
sports  and  gravely  affect  a  material  resource  of  the 
country.  A  Royal  Commission  is  something,  but 
it  is  not  much,  and  the  vis  inertice  of  our  legislation 
is  proverbial.  There  is  always  lots  of  room  on  the 
shelf,  and  unless  driven  home  by  the  force  of  the 
Press,  backed  by  popular  agitation,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  problem  our  legislators  may  have  to  face 
will  be,  I  not  the  improvement,  but  the  re-creation 
of  the  fresh-water  fisheries  of  Ireland.       B.  T.  H. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  CoTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  "Those  reniavlcably  well-written 
verses."— Coventry  Patjiorb  (of  "The  May  Fly"  in  tlie  Vr.].). 
The  Fieldsx^s  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has  written  some  of  the  sweetest 
angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  .  '  Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful 
volume."  The  Amateur  Angler  says:  "All  the  poems  are 
refreshing,  many  of  them  superb ;  the  genial  humour,  for 
example,  of  '  Dinner,  al  fresco  '  is  as  good  as  anything  I  remem- 
ber." The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the  Author,  addressed 
to  Clark's Xlbrary,  Dorking,  at  the  reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


SPLENDID  EE8ULTS  OF  AETIFI- 
CIAL  SALMON  CULTUEE  IN 
AMEEICA. 


The  editor  of  Forest  and  Stream  kindly  published 
a  letter  from  me  asking  for  reliable  information  as 
to  the  lesults  of  artificial  cultivation  of  the  salmon 
in  America.  My  letter,  I  am  glad  to  say,  caught 
the  eye  of  Mr.  Livingston  Stone,  author  of  that 
standard  work  on  fish  culture  "  Domesticated 
Trout,"'  and  probably  well  entitled,  from  his  expe- 
rience and  work  accomplished,  as  the  most  eminent 
ij)isciculturist  of  the  world. 

Surely  this  testimony  abundantly  proves  that 
artificial  salmon  culture  has  been,  and  is,  of  immense 
importance  to  the  American  people,  and  that  there 
is  no  reason  why  similar  work  should  not  have 
the  same  results  in  this  country 

R.  B.  Maeston. 

"  Cape  Vincent.  N.Y.,  Feb.  17. 
"  My  deae  Mr.  Maeston, — As  I  happen  to  be 
the  '  Salmo '  whose  paragraph  called  out  your 
very  interesting  contribution  to  Forest  and  Stream 
of  Feb.  7,  it  seems  to  be  up  to  me  to  attempt  to 
furnish  some  of  the  information  asked  for  in  your 
letter. 

'■  I  will  begin  by  saying  that  no  very  extended 
effort  has  been  made  in  the  United  States  to  stock 
rivers  with  salmon,  in  which,  to  use  the  language 
of  your  letter,  '  it  has  become  practically  or  actually 
extinct '  This  has  been  for  the  simple  reason  that 
the  condition  of  such  rivers,  by  reason  of  mills, 
factories,  and  the  like,  has  made  it  impossible  for 
salmon  to  breed  in  them  or  even  to  ascend  to  their 
breeding  grounds.  Stocking  such  rivers  would  be 
obviously  a  wasted  effort. 

"  There  are  salmon  hatcheries  in  the  United 
States  both  on  Atlantic  coast  rivers  and  on  Pacific 
coast  rivers,  but  the  salmon  of  the  Atlantic  rivers 
had  become  so  diminished  when  the  era  of  artificial 
propagation  began  that  the  hatching  of  Atlantic 
salmon  has  never  reached  very  extended  dimensions. 
Efforts  have  been  made  to  stock  the  Merrimac,  the 
Connecticut,  the  Hudson,  the  Delaware,  and  the 
Susquehanna  with  these  salmon,  but  owing  to  the 
conditions  above  mentioned  these  efforts  have  not 
been  successful,  and  have  been  practicallj' 
abandoned. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  the  hatching  of  the  Pacific 
salmon  has  been  conducted  on  a  very  large  scale, 
although  with  the  object  mainly  of  keeping  up  the 
supply  of  the  natural  salmon  rivers  on  which  the 
hatcheries  are  located,  it. being  impracticable  to  tiy 
on  this  coast  the  experiment  of  stocking  rivers  in 
which  the  salmon  have  become  extinct,  because 
there  are  no  salmon  rivers  here  in  which  the  salmon 
have  been  exterminated.  In  regard  to  the  results 
of  this  work,  it  can  be  safely  said  that  the  fisher- 
men, the  cannerymen.  the  Fish  Commissioners,  and 
the  enlightened  public  are  unanimous  in  the  belief 
that  the  accruing  benefits  have  been  enormous. 

"  To  begin  with  the  Sacramento,  the  southern- 
most salmon  river  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  allow  me  to 
enclose  an  extract  from  the  U.S.  census  on  the 
subject,  which,  as  you  will  see,  credits  the  McClond 
River  Hatchery  alone  (Baird  Station.  U.S.  Fish 
Commission)  with  benefiting  the  commimlty  to  the 
extent  of  S3 10,000  in  three  years.  Let  me  add  here 
that  when  the  writer  started  this  hatchery  in  1872. 
there  were  but  four  canneries  on  the  Sacramento, 
and  the  salmon  were  rapidly  diminishing  in  the  river, 
A  few  years  after  the  hatchery  was  established  there 
were  more  salmon  than  ever  in  the  river,  and  the 
number  of  canneries  was  greatly  increased. 

"  Going  further  north  to  the  Rcgue  river,  Oregon, 
we  find  that  Mr.  George  Hume,  operating  a  large 
cannery  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  has  been 
enabled  by  the  help  of  a  private  hatchery  to  keep 
up  the  supply  of  salmon,  notwithstanding  the 
enormous  depletion  of  the  liver  made  every  3'ear  by 
his  cannery. 

"  Coming  to  the  Columbia  river,  farther  up  the 
coast,  we  find  that  the  hatcheries  have  kept  up  the 
supply  of  salmon  in  that  river,  notwithstanding 
an  annual  draft  on  that  river  by  the  canneries  that 
in  a  brief  time  would  exterminate  the  salmon  in  the 
finest  salmon  river  in  the  world.  When  the  writer 
first  went  to  this  river  in  1877  to  establish  the 
original  hatchery  of  the  Columbia  (now  the 
Clackamas  Station  of  the  U.S.  Fish  Commission), 
there  were  twelve  hundred  miles  of  di  if t  nets  in  the 
lower  Columbia  alone,  for  furnishing  the  canneries 
■with  salmon.    Since  then  the  nets  have  multiplied^ 
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and  there  are,  added  to  thesp,  the  destructive 
wheels  and  other  murderous  devices  for  exhausting 
the  river  of  sahnon.  Nevertheless,  the  supply 
neither  fails  nor  diminishes.  No  reasonable  person 
could  believe  for  a  moment  that  this  enormous  draft 
on  the  salmon  supply  could  be  maintained  every 
year  vmless  the  hatcheries  turned  in  their  millions  of 
young  fish  also  every  year  to  offset  this  prodigious 
drain  on  the  river. 

"  Everyone  has  heard  of  the  wonderful  salmon 
fisheries  of  Alaska,  of  which  the  Karluk  fishery,  of 
Ka,diak  Island,  is  the  most  famous.  Here  the 
writer  saw  153,000  full-grown  salmon  caught  in  one 
day  in  July,  1888.  That  one  day's  catch  filled,  in 
roimd  numbers,  a  milhon  cans.  There  is  a  hatchery 
here,  but  it  cannot  be  quoted  yet  as  evidence  of  the 
benefits  of  artificial  propagation  because  it  has  not 
been  in  operation  long  enough,  but  it  is  a  significant 
fact  that  the  cannerymen,  who  are  ranked  among 
the  shrewdest  business  men  of  the  country,  have 
expended  on  this  hatchery  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  their  private  funds.  Although^tbis  is  bv 
no  means  proof  positive  of  the  benefits  of  a  hatchery, 
it  shows  what  sound  business  men  think  about  it. 

"  Asking  your  pardon  for  making  this  letter  so 
long,  I  will  bring  it  to  a  close  by  saying  that  there  is 
hardly  an  intelligent  and  well-informed  man  in  the 
country  that  is  not  convinced  that  the  artificial 
hatchmg  of  salmon  is  contributing  immensely 
towards  keeping  up  the  supply  of  salmon  in  the 
United  States. — Very  truly  j'ours, 

"  LmNGSTON  Stone.". 


planting  2,-500,000  ;fry  was  $3,600  00— the  annual 
net  profit  was  $310,106  00 

The  expenditures  by  the  United  States  Fish  Com 
mission  on  this  work  and  the  number  of  eggs 
obtained  from  1877  to  1882  were  as  follows  : 


Fiscal  year. 


1877-  78 

1878-  79 

1879-  80 

1880-  81 

1881-  82 


Total 


Amount  ex 
pended. 


$7,853  96 
12,730  54 
12,875  55 
13,587  20 
6,653  51 


$53,700  76 


Eggs  pro 
duced. 


7,033,000 
10,310,000 
6,650,000 
5,800,000 
7,500,000 


37,293,000 


The  follomng  is  the  extract  Mr.  Livingston  Stone 
sends  to  me. — R.  B.  M. 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF  ARTIFICIAL  PROPA 
CATION    UPON    PRODUCTION  ILLUS 
TRATED  BY  THE  SALMON  WORK  OF 
THE  SACRAMENTO  RIVER,  CALIFORNIA. 
By  Chas.  W.  Smiley. 

It  is  understood  that  about  four  years  are  required 
for  salmon  to  mature.  I  would  therefore  place  the 
yield  of  1S77  opposite  the  planting  of  1873,  and  so 
on.  For  four  successive  years  the  yield  has  been 
nearly  double  the  yield  of  the  years  preceding  the 
artificial  propagation,  which  commenced  in  1873. 
This  appears  to  have  resulted  from  annually  planting 
about  two  miUion  fry.  The  planting  of  500,000  'fry 
m  1873  and  in  1874  appears  to  have  increased  the 
yield  by  about  a  milhon  pounds  each  year.  No 
record  of  the  production  in  Sacramento  river  prior 
to  1875  is  obtainable,  but  it  is  known  to  have  been 
less  than  six  milhon  pounds. 

Toung  salmon  hatched  from  eggs  taken  by  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission  and  released  in  the 
McCloud  river,  a  tributary  of  the  Sacramento, 
in  California. 


Average  cost  per  miUion  eggs,  $1,440. 

This  expenditure  was  greater  than  would  be 
necessary  merely  to  increase  the  supply  of  fish  in 
the  river.  Of  the  37,293,000  eggs  obtained  dnrmg 
these  five  years  but  1 1,000,000  were  used  to  produce 
what  young  were  returned  to  the  river.  The  other 
26,293,000  eggs  were  sent  to  the  Eastern  States  and 
to  foreign  coimtries.  Additionally,  the  experience 
of  the  past  will  enable  the  commissioners  to  exercise 
greater  economy.  One  of  the  Cahfornia  Icommis- 
sioners  stated  to  a  committee  of  the  legislature  that 
"  a  million  of  sahnon  could  be  artificially  hatched 
and  placed  in  the  river  for  less  than  $800  ;  and  if  it 
were  desirable,  and  the  legislature  made  sufficient 
appropriation,  the  commissioners  cmdd  fill  the  river 
so  full  of  salmon  that  it  wotdd  be  dijfi.cidt  for  a  steam- 
boat to  pass  through  them."-  Considering  the  fact  that 
food  does  not  have  to  be  furnished,  these  fish 
coming  from  their  ocean  feeding  grounds  to  the 
rivers,  as  they  do,  merely  to  spawn,  his  statement 
may  be  within  the  bounds  of  reason. 

Writing  under  date  of  Jan.  6,  1882,  Mr.  B.  B. 
Redding,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal,  said :  "  Since  we 
commenced  putting  young  salmon  into  the  Sacra- 
mento, Pitt,  and  McCloud  rivers  the  number  of 
canneries  with  money  invested  has  more  than  trebled, 
and  more  persons  are  investing  money  in  new 
canneries.  Requests  are  coming  from  other  parts 
of  the  State  to  have  salmon  hatched.  Fish-hatching 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  food  has  at  length 
become  popular." 
U.S.F.C.,  Washington,  D.C.,  April  15,  1884 


Year. 

Month. 

Nuinber. 

Year. 

Month. 

Number. 

1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 

September 
September 
Sept.-Oct. 
Sept.-Oct. 
October  . . 

None. 
None. 
500,000 
500,000 
850,000 
1,500,000 
2,200,000  1 

1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 

October .  . 
October . . 
October . . 
October . . 
Oct.-Nov. 

2.500,000 
2,000,000 
2,000,000 
2,250,000 
4,037,000 

18,337,000 

Annual  yield  of  the  Sacramento  river  in  salmon  to 
the  canneries. 

Year  ending — 

Pounds. 

Year  ending— 

Pounds. 

August  1,  1875  . . 
Augast  1,  1876  . . 
August  1,  1877  . . 
August  1,  1878  . . 
August  1,  1879  . . 

5,098,781 
5,311.423 
6,493,563 
6,520,768 
*4,432,250 

Augxut  1, 1880. 
August  1,  1881. 
August  1,  1882. 
October  15,  1883 

10,837,400 
9,600,000 
9,605,280 
9,585,672 

67,485,137 

. —  as  iiuiiieiuus  m  me  river  tms  year  as  in 

My  previous  years,  but  the  small  number  taken  was  due  to  a 
nairi  fnrTh?fl«h''  "^hermen  and  the  cauners  as  to  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  the  flsh.  For  three  weeks  in  the  height  of  the  season 
no  fish  were  taken,  except  for  daily  consumption  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  other  markets.  .J<"iJ.id,u 

The  average  yield  during  the  past  three  years 
was  9,596,981]bs.  ;  the  average  yield  in  1875  and 
1876,  before  any  fruits  of  fish  culture  could  have 
appeared,  was  5,205, 1021  bs.— making  a  gain  per 
annum  due  to  fish  culture  of  4.391,8821bs. 

The  fish  are  worth  fifty  cents  apiece  as  they  come 
from  the  water,  their  average  weight  being  71b8 
each.  ° 

The  value  of  the  4,391,882  pounds  due  to  fish 
culture  was_  §313,706  00  ;  the  cost  of  hatching  and 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  Hi  0.  CxTTCLiFFE,  F.R.O.Si 

  I 

{Continued  from  page  253.) 

CHAPTER  I Y -.—continued, 
I  CANNOT  enter  into  all  the  detail  of  considerations 
respecting  this  subject,  which  is  one  of  great 
moment,  as  far  as  the  convenience  of  the  fisherman 
is  concerned.  I  hope  I  have  pointed  out  the  most 
common  and  most  important  errors  which  experi- 
ence will  disclose  in  rods ;  the  explanations  given 
will  be  obvious  enough  to  anyone  who  will  take  the 
trouble  of  trying  the  effect  of  the  action  of  rods, 
and  having  perceived  them,  he  will  be  able  to  satisfy 
himself  more  easily  in  purchasing  rods  from  shops  ; 
and  remembering  that  all  rods  should  taper  equally 
and  with  the  precise  gradation  from  the  larger  to  the 
smaller  end,  he  will  judge  of  their  power;  and 
reflecting  that  the  amount  of  movement  every  part 
and  portion  of  a  rod  possesses  should  be  directly 
proportional  to  the  size  of  bulk  of  wood  at  that 
spot,  he  will  be  able  to  form  a  proper  opinion  imme- 
diately on  handhng  the  rod  of  its  practicabiUty  and 
adaptation  for  service. 

We  have  now  summarily  glanced  over  flies, 
collars,  reel,  fine,  and  rod— and  as  we  are  about  to 
fish  the  large  streams,  it  will  be  advantageous  to 
us  to  procure  india-rubber  boots  reaching  to  the 
fork,  in  order  that  we  may  wade  and  fish  in  the  water 
without  getting  our  feet  and  legs  wet,  and  en- 
dangering an  acute  attack  of  rheumatism,  or  of 
rendering  our  bodies  susceptible  of  this  horrible 
malady,  with  its  multifarious  complications  and 
consequences,  in  after  years.  Any  fisherman  re- 
spective of  hygiene  (and  disregard  of  it  is  folly) 
will  not  neglect  the  caution  of  wearing  india-rubber 
boots  if  he  intends  to  wade  in  the  river.  This 


*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "  The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishmg  on  Kapid  Streams:  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  Ss.  6d.,  post  free. 


wading  gives  us  much  advantage  ;  not  only  does  it 
allow  us  to  reach  our  flies  accidentally  entangled  in 
bushes  on  the  side  of  the  river  opposite  to  us,  but 
by  allowing  us  in  comfort  to  walk  in  the  water,  we 
can,  where  the  sides  of  the  river  are  bushy,  fish  in 
places  which  no  one  from  the  bank  can  reach  ;  and 
in  these  places,  the  fish,  unaccustomed  to  the  sore 
mouth  of  the  ordinarily  much-molested  trout,  takes 
his  bait  with  avidity  ;  and  here,  too,  in  avoidance 
of  disturbance  and  intrusion,  the  larger  fish  resort, 
and  may  be  readily  caught  with  the  hook.  Again, 
in  broad  streams,  even  if  both  sides  are  free  from 
bushes,  and  the  whole  current  may  be  easily  com- 
manded from  the  banks,  yet  by  walking  into  the 
water  we  lessen  the  height  of  our  head  from  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  so  render  ourselves  a  less 
conspicuous  object  to  the  eager  gaze  of  the  trout, 
and  consequently  are  enabled  to  approach  without 
scaring  him  to  a  much  nearer  distance,  which,  of 
course,  is  a  point  much  in  our  favour,  as  we  have 
less  fine  out,  and  can  more  quickly  hook  our  fish. 
The  boots  I  refer  to  are  such  as  arc  sold  at  Cording' s, 
near  Temple  Bar,  and  very  probably,  for  aught 
I  know,  at  many  other  places ;    no  fisherman 
should  be  without  them  ;  they  will  not  only  add  to 
his   comfort,    but   assuredly  increase   his  sport. 
One  caution  I  may  add— take  care  to  have  plenty 
of  iron  at  the  soles  of  your  boots,  so  as  to  make 
them  heavy,  and  see  that  the  nails  are  not  closely 
packed  together  ;  or,  in  case  of  fight  boots,  the 
rapid  current  will  wash  you  off  your  legs  ;  or,  when 
the  nails  are  driven  in  so  as  to  form  one  compact 
mass  of  smooth  iron,  you  will  sHp  up  in  walking 
over  the  rocks  forming  the  beds  of  the  rivers — 
and  to  get  one's  head  under  water  in  the  month  of 
February  or  March  is  by  no  means  agreeable,  or 
conducive  to  temporary  comfort  and  future  health. 

I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  carrying  in  my 
pocket  two  small  hooks,  or  crooks,  for  the  purpose 
of  cutting  off  any  little  bough  or  twig,  rush,  bush, 
or  thorn,  in  which  my  files  may  accidentally  become 
entangled.    (I  am  indebted  to  my  lamented  pis- 
catorial instructor  and  friend,  the  late  Dr.  Thome, 
for  these,  as  well  as  for  many  practical  instruc- 
tions.) The  crooks  are  two — a  larger  and  stronger, 
adapted  for  boughs  of  trees,  etc.  ;   and  a  smaller 
and  lighter  one  for  rushes,  brambles,  and  the  Hke. 
The  larger  is  formed  of  a  curved  piece  of  steel, 
sharpened  on  the  inner  border  hke  a  common 
sickle  on  a  minute  scale,  having  its  point  more 
incurvated  or  crooked  instead  of  standing  out  as 
in  the  sickle  ;  the  iron  piercing  the  handle  of  the 
sickle  would  correspond  to  a  spill-hke  process 
descending  from  the  thicker  end  of  the  curve,  and 
through  the  point  of  juncture  of  the  spill  with  the 
curve  traverses  a  pin,  to  either  end  of  which  is 
attached  the  ends  of  a  bent  piece  of  wire,  descend- 
ing and  turning  round  the  free  end  of  the  spill ; 
to  this  loop  of  wire  is  attached  a  strong  piece  of 
sash  cord,  which  should  be  about  five  or  six  yards 
long.    The  crook  is  thus  used :  We  suppose  the 
flies  entangled  in  the  branch  of  a  tree  overhead, 
at  a  part  where  the  wood  is  not  more  than  half 
an  inch  or  one  inch  thick — fine  being  let  out  from 
the  end,  the  top  joint  of  the  rod  is  taken  off,  and 
in  the  ferrule  from  which  it  came  is  placed  the 
spill  of  the  crook  ;  the  curve  of  -wire  with  the  cord 
being  turned  on  the  other  side  of  the  spiU  to  that 
on  which  the  free  end  of  the  curved  crook  pro- 
jects, the  crook  is  now  simply  placed  over  the  bough 
which  is  desired  to  be  cut,  and  by  a  Uttle  dexterity 
in  mode  of  pulling  made  to  cut  its  own  way 
through,  by  the  force  exerted  in  traction  on  the 
cord  ;  a  few  attempts  will  readily  instruct  a  novice 
in  the  use  of  this  instrument.    The  smaller  creek 
is  in  shape  Hke  the  letter  v  inverted,  having  one 
arm  made  longer  than  the  other,  and  frcm  the 
end  of  the  longer  arm  of  the  letter  is  continued  a 
spill,  perpendicularly  downwards,  for  one  and  a 
half  inch — the  shorter  arm  of  the  crook  being 
one  and  a-half  inch,  and  the  longer  two  inches  ;  at 
the  point  from  whence  the  spill  commences  is 
bored  a  hole,  to  which  is  tied  about  six  yards  of 
strong  Ught  cord.    The  opposing  edges  of  the 
arms  of  the  hook  forming  the  angle  must  be  well 
sharpened,  and  the  material  used  must  be  good 
steel,  the  whole  crook  weighing  not  more  than 
tliree-quarters  of  an  ounce,  or  one  ounce.  This 
crook  is  intended  to  be  used  when  the  whole  length 
of  the  rod  is  required  to  reach  the  object  to  -nhich 
the  fly  is  attached,  and  When  the  weight  of  the 
other  crook  would  be  objectionable  ;  and  it  is  thus 
employed — two   common   goose   quills   must  be 
bound  tightly  together  and  their  ends  cut,  so  that 
the  end  of  one  quill  can  be  passed  over  the  extreme 
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point  of  the  top  of  the  rod,  Avhilst  the  slender 
spill  of  the  crook  is  inserted  into  the  open  end  of 
the  other  ;  thus,  then,  the  crook  can  be  placed 
where  the  rod  can  reach,  or  the  top  (in  cases  of 
necessity)  may  be  lengthened  by  tying  a  pole  to 
the  butt,  for  the  sake  of  greater  length  ;  and  the 
angle  of  the  crook  speedily  catches  in  the  bough, 
bramble,  or  even  rush,  and  cuts,  by  being 
pulled  on  through  the  medium  of  the  cord,  its 
own  way  through. 

{To  he  continued.) 

HOW  THE  OTTEK  HUNTS  AND 
FIGHTS. 


An  old-time  writer  states  :  "  When  fish  is  scarce 
and  it  is  pressed  by  hunger,  the  otter  has  been 
known  to  resort  far  inland  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  farmyard  and  attack  lambs,  sucking  pigs, 
poultry,  and  the  young  of  the  domestic  animals," 
and  agam.  "  sucking  pigs  under  the  circumstances 
stated  seem  never  to  be  safe  from  their  attacks," 
and  again,  "  It  has  been  said  that  otters  are  strong 
enough  and  supple  enough  to  drag  down  and  kill 
either  sheep  or  deer." 

Now  all  the  above  is  entirely  incorrect.  I  do  not 
believe  any  instance  can  be  proved  where  an  otter 
either  in  the  United  States  or  Canada  has  ever 
^killed  any  kind  of  domestic  animal  or  any  barnyard 
fowl,  unless  possibly  a  duck,  when  in  the  water,  and 
I  doubt  if  anyone  has  ever  known  an  otter  to  kill 
anv  wild  animal  except  rauskrat  and  young  beaver. 
With  these  exceptions  their  food  is  entirely  fish. 
Besides  having  seen  a  good  many  otter,  I  have 
handled  thousands  of  their  skins,  and  have  known 
personally  those  who  have  killed  many  hundred,  and 
I  never  knew  of  one  ever  eating  meat  of  any  kind 
except  muskrat  and  beaver,  and  then  only  what 
they  themselves  had  caught.  It  seems  probable 
that  in  rare  instances  they  do  catch  ducks.  I  once 
shot  one  and  wounded  another  which  appeared  to 
b3  trying  to  catch  a  black  duck,  but  I  have  never 
heard  of  a  case  where  it  could  be  positively  proved 
that  they  did  it. 

As  to  their  "  being  pressed  by  hunger  and  going 
f  ir  inland,"  I  do  not  beheve  that  an  otter  ever  is 
pressed  by  hunger.  They  can  always  catch  all  the 
fish  they  wish.  If  fish  were  scarce  the  otter  would 
move  ;  in  fact,  they  never  stay  long  in  one  place, 
no  matter  how  plenty  fish  are.  As  to  going  far 
inland,  an  otter  never  goes  inland,  except  when  he 
wishes  to  take  a  short  cut  to  get  to  another  pond 
Tnen  they  will  sometimes  travel  miles  over  high 
Imd  to  avoid  a  long  journey  round. 

While  no  one  will  dispute  that  an  otter  is  strong 
enough  and  supple  enough  to  kill  either  a  deer  or  a 
sheep  any  more  than  one  would  dispute  the  state- 
ment that  a  seal  is  strong  enough  to  kill  a  horse, 
still  no  otter  has  ever  been  known  to  test  his 
strength  in  this  way  All  the  quotations  from 
Richardson  are  correct.  He  states  that  the  otter 
has  from  one  to  three  young  at  a  birth.  This  is 
correct.  The  quotation  from  an  old  writer  that 
they  have  from  three  to  five  I  know  to  be  incorrect. 

As  regards  the  statement  that  an  otter  "  can  get 
away  with  any  dog  however  powerful  he  may  be," 
this  depends  on  the  dog.  An  otter  is  very  powerful 
for  his  size,  very  tough  and  sharp-bitten,  and  in  fair 
fight  can  whip  many  dogs  ;  but  an  animal  weighing 
only  twenty  pounds  cannot  be  expected  to  be  a 
match  for  animals  of  four  to  five  times  his  weight. 
I  have  known  an  otter  to  fight  a  large  bulldog 
several  hours,  the  dog  having  got  between  him  and 
his  fishing  hole.  It  ended  by  the  otter  being  killed 
and  the  dog  badly  bitten  and  nearly  used  up.  To 
the  contrary,  I  saw  an  otter  which  a  small  dog 
killed  in  a  few  minutes,  and  without  getting  a  single 
bite  or  scratch.  It  was  a  large  otter  and  he  had  a 
fair  chance.  The  dog  had  been  used  to  killing  l_vnx 
and  fisher  when  in  the  trap,  and  had  learned  to  kill 
either  without  getting  hurt  much  (and  there  is 
nothing  moves  which  for  its  weight  can  out-fight  a 
fisher).  This  otter  was  travelUng  on  snow,  and. 
being  overtaken,  did  as  they  usually  do  when 
cornered,  sat  upright  and  showed  fight.  The  dog 
pursued  his  usual  tactics.  He  turned  tail  toward 
the  otter  and  backed  up  to  him.  The  otter  jumped 
upon  his  back,  when,  like  a  flash,  he  seized  the 
otter  by  the  throat.  By  a  sudden  jerk  the  otter 
flung  him  some  feet  away.  Thi?  was  done  a 
second  time,  but  the  third  time  he  held  his  grip,  and 
soon  choked  the  otter  to  death.  While  an  otter  can 
whip  the  average  dog,  there  are  many  dogs  that  will 
make  short  work  of  an  otter. 


While  most  hunters  would  not  bait  a  trap  set  for 
otter,  many  otters  are  caught  on  logs,  and  the  state- 
ment that  the  otter  could  not  be  coming  from  the 
upper  end  of  the  log,  because  he  could  not  have 
reached  that  part  without  passing  over  the  trap, 
only  shows  that  this  writer  knew  very  little  about 
otters.  Otters  usually  land  on  their  slides  at  one 
place,  and  return  into  the  water  at  another.  If  a 
log  lies  with  one  end  in  the  water,  an  otter  may  land 
on  it  from  the  water,  or  nearly  as  often  he  ijiay  come 
round  from  the  back  side  and  come  do\vn  it.  I 
have  seen  otter  do  this.  Dr.  Coues  says:  "In 
writing  the  text  to  this  fancy  sketch,  moreover, 
Audubon  appears  to  have  forgotten  that  the  trap 
bad  no  sharp  saw-like  teeth  ;  it  is  correctly  dravm 
with  straight-edged  jaws  as  usually  manufactured." 
Neither  Dr.  Coues  nor  Dr.  Shufeldt  seem  to  know 
that  traps  with  teeth  are  often  made  specially  for 
otter,  so  that  when  they  shde  into  the  trap  thej^ 
cannot  strike  it  up  as  they  often  do  with  a  smooth- 
jawed  trap  when  set  upon  the  land.  I  caught  my 
first  otter  just  fifty  years  ago  in  a  trap  of  this  kind, 
and  I  have  such  traps  kept  as  relics  of  old  hunting 
days.  I  have  known  scores  of  otter  caught  in  them. 
These  teeth  are  set  on  the  trap  about  an  inch  apart, 
but  I  have  seen  traps  of  European  make  where  the 
teeth  were  just  like  saw  teeth. 

Now,  as  to  the  otter  being  pictured  as  "  resting 
composedU'."  Dr.  Coues  says  that  "  he  would  be 
off  the  log  and  into  the  water,  trap  and  all,  in  a 
fi-action  of  a  second  after  the  jaws  snapped."  He 
is  all  correct  there  at  the  first  start,  but  after  an 
otter  gets  tired  he  will  very  often  lie  quiet,  and 
could  be  correctly  pictured  so.  I  well  remember 
several  otter  which  I  have  seen  alive  in  traps, 
which  sat  with  their  backs  humped  up  in  that 
snaky  way  so  common  with  otter  and  mink.  An 
otter  will  fight  a  trap  terribly.  I  have  seen  one 
break  most  of  his  teeth  and  his  under  jaw,  and  can 
show  a  trap  where  one  bit  the  bed-piece  so  that  the 
marks  of  his  teeth  still  show  ;  but  sometimes  they 
get  tired,  and  will  be  perfectly  still  while  resting. 
On  the  whole,  I  think  that  Dr.  Coues  did  not  know 
so  much  about  otter  as  Audubon,  and  his  criticism 
only  shew?  his  ignorance  of  the  subject. — Manly 
Hakdy  in  Shooting  and  Fishing. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOrHS,  h. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  mtist  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  During  the 
Easter  hoJidays  the  weather  has  been  so  chilly  and 
windy  that  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  search  of 
Thames  trout.  The  river,  however,  is  in  excellent 
order,  and  is  just  the  right  colour  for  trouting.  As 
soon  aa  warmer  weather  arrives  the  fish  will  show 
up  in  the  open  reaches,  but  at  present  it  is  best  to 
fish  at  the  weirs.  Since  my  last  report  I  hear  that 
Mr.  Gomm  has  had  a  brace  of  trout  of  2|lb.  each, 
which  he  returned  to  the  rivt-r  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs, 
at  Henley,  has  had  a  brace,  the  largest  fish  scaling 
5^1b.  ;  and  a  trout  of  71b.  5,)z  is  reported  to  have 
been  taken  at  Reading. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  has  been  in  good  con- 
dition for  spitming  and  live- baiting,  but  the  cold 
winds  have  made  fishing  anything  but  enjoyable, 
and  local  scouts  report  that  very  few  fish  have  been 
seen  on  the  move.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has  taken  three 
trout  during  the  past  fortnight,  one  of  41b.  13oz., 
caught  near  Readina,  and  two  others  under  31b.  each, 
which  were  returned  to  the  water,  all  of  which  were 
taken  whilst  spinning;  several  anglers  have  been 
out  during  the  Easter  holidays,  but,  so  far,  I  can 
hear  of  no  fish  having  been  caught.  I  had  my  first 
turn  this  season  on  the  12th,  and  while  spinning 
from  the  winch  above  Shiplake  I  hooked  in  mid 
stream  and  laftded  a  pike  of  over  101b.  The  fish 
afforded  a  good  bit  of  sport,  and  also  spoilt  my 
spinning  bwit ;  but  this  is  only  detail.  One  must 
have  unlimited  means  if  he  seriously  goes  in  for 
Thames  trout-fishing.— Stanley  Mead. 

Ancbolme  District. — It  has  been  a  very  cold 
and  inclement  Easter,  as  a  consequence  many  have 
postponed  the  commencement  of  trout  fishing. 
Stagnant  waters  were  coated  with  ice  three  or  four 
successive  mornings,  and  on  April  12  we  had  flying 
snowstorms.  No  flies  were  hatching.  One  London 
gentleman  who  faced  the  elements  secured  a  dish  of 
seven  handsome  fish  on  April  12  in  good  condition. 
The  largest  was  ]|-lb.,  and  the  seven  weighed  just 
5!b.  They  were  taken  to  London  yesterday  as  a 
sample  of  our  Lincolnshire  trout. — Thomas  Ford, 
Cai'itor. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire). — Good  Friday 


was  a  perfect  fishing  day,  and  a  fair  number  of 
unglers  on  the  spot  early,  all  getting  a  share  of  the 
sport;  from  10  o'clock  to  12. 30  the  river  fairly  boiled 
with  rising  fish,  several  good  baskets  being  taken, 
the  heaviest  trout  weighing  l^lb.  Since  then  what 
with  the  snow  and  bitterly  cold  wind,  little  has  been 
done.  Amongst  those  who  have  been  out  with  sport 
on  the  hotel  waters  are  Mr.  Bartrara,  Mr.  Barker, 
Mr.  Ewen,  Dr.  Good.  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Clarke,  and 
Mr.  Fry.  On  the  Bibury  length  the  stream  is 
sheltered  by  the  woods  rising  on  the  opposite  side, 
making  casting  much  easier ;  some  very  good  fish 
have  been  killed  here. — Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams. — 1  he  weather  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  was  bitterly  cold,  and  in  most  of  the  rivers 
the  hard  wind  blew  directly  down  stream.  In  spite 
of  this  some  good  baskets  of  trout  were  made.  In 
the  eastern  streams  the  March  Brown  took  well, 
and  the  beet  basket  was  forty-four  good  trout. 
Three  other  rods  took  respectively  thirty-six,  thirty  • 
four,  and  thirty.  The  Camel  did  not  fish  so  well, 
but  even  under  these  severe  conditions  as  many  as 
thirty  fish  were  basketed  by  a  single  rod  on 
Monday.  Fishing  on  Good  Friday  is  not  usual. — 
Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Sport  continues 
to  be  slow,  and  although  there  has  been  a  fair 
number  of  rods  on  the  water  during  the  past  fort- 
night, catches  have  not  averaged  more  than  about 
a  dozen.  On  April  9,  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  creeled  a 
dozen  nice  fish,  Mr.  E.  Distin  had  fifteen,  and 
Mr.  Revell  six.  On  April  10,  Mr.  R.  P. 
Marshall,  of  the  Hotel  Seymour,  secured  a  dozen, 
and  fair  baskets  were  also  had  by  Messrs.  E.  Distin 
and  Thomas.  During  the  Easter  the  weather  has 
brightened  up  somewhat,  but  on  Monday  a  cold 
east  wind  prevailed,  and  although  a  good  many 
anglers  were  out  they  were  not  rewarded  with 
good  sport.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Thomas  had  seven, 
and  Messrs.  H.  T.  and  E.  Distin  secured  fair  baskets 
on  Saturday.  Mr.  Garrow  Green  landed  some  nice 
<  sh  in  the  Harbourne,  but  had  to  throw  many 
dozens  back  owing  to  their  not  being  up  to  the 
limit.  Best  flies  are  the  Olive  Dun  and  Blue  Up- 
right.— Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  — The  beautiful  Easter 
weather  tias  brought  out  many  rods,  and  on  the 
Exe,  Culm,  Creedy,  and  Yeo  a  goodly  number  have 
ventured  during  the  week,  sport  being,  on  the 
average,  very  fair.  Monday  (April  13),  however, 
was  disappointing,  owing  to  the  cold  wind  ;  warmer 
weather  is  much  needed.  The  Carey  is  in  better 
order,  but  no  catches  of  importance  are  recorded. 
On  the  Little  Dart  and  Moorland  streams  some 
good  baskets  have  been  taken. — Devonian. 

ISden  (Carlisle).— Since  April  1  the  following 
salmon  have  been  killed  with  the  rod : — In  the 
Crosby  water  Mr.  J.  Homfray  has  had  four,  Mr. 
Hodgkinson  one.  Dr.  Tremble  one,  Mr.  H.  Broadhurst 
one,  and  Mr.  I.  VV.  Graham  one.  In  the  Warwick  Hall 
water,  Mr.  C.  Leddall  four,  Mr.  Armstrong  one,  Mr. 
Hetherington  one.  In  the  Corby  water  Mr.  H. 
Lawson  tive,  and  the  keeper  one.  In  the  Boat  pool 
at  Wetheral,  Mr.  Collingwood  three,  and  Mr.  C.  Scott 
three.  In  the  Low  House  water,  Mr.  W.  Farrar  three, 
Mr.  W.  Smith  two,  and  Mr.  F.  Sandeman  three. 
At  Armathwaite  Castle,  Mr.  Edwards  had  four,  and 
at  Armathwaite  Hall  Dr.  Murray  one.  Mr.  Mason 
Scott  had  three  at  Syke  Foot,  and  Mr.  Atkinson 
three  at  Brocklewath ;  Mr.  E.  Prescott  killed  four 
in  the  Wetheral  water.  Between  Warwick  and 
Wetheral  Mr.  Collingbam  had  one,  Mr.  G.  Coulthard 
one,  and  Mr.  W.  Wilson  six  in  one  day.  This  must 
be  the  record  for  the  Eden — six  spring  fish  to  one 
rod.  About  five  inches  of  snow  fell  on  Tuesday. 
This  will  come  off  the  hills  into  the  river  daily,  and 
must  interfere  with  sport.  It  will  quite  spoil  the 
trout  fishing  for  some  time. — Silver  Grey. 

lisk  (Whitby). — Owing  to  the  cold  and  wintry 
weattier  which  has  prevailed  during  the  week  very 
little  sport  has  been  obtained  on  this  river.  Several 
rods  have  been  out,  but  scarcely  anything  has  been 
caught.  Mr.  L.  Wolf  grassed  six  brace  of  trout, 
Mr.  A.  Duck  one  "pinkey,"  and  Mr.  Grassham  had 
a  catch  or  two.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  weather 
continues  unfavourable  for  angling,  heavy  snow 
showers  falling  at  intervals. — J.  Jackson. 

Use  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Two  salmon  were 
taken  at  Cowley  on  April  11,  two  on  April  13  at 
Stoke  Canon,  and  one  of  151b.  at  Up  Exe  on 
April  14.  Some  trout  have  also  been  caught  at 
Up  Exe,  Brampford  Speke,  and  Stoke  Canon.  The 
best  killing  flies  were  Blue  Upright,  Red  Palmer, 
Yellow  Dun,  and  Stone  Fly.  At  Thorverton  Bridge 
on  Tuesday  a  fine  pike  of  about  201b.  was  seen  near 
the  sand-bed  where  trout  mostly  congregate,  and 
several  fishermen  vow  his  early  capture.  On  April 
5  the  conservators  netted  our  Exeter  Canal,  and 
at  the  Lime  Kilns  tweh'e  pike  were  taken  and 
destroyed,  and  no  end  of  perch  and  roach,  one  of 
the  former,  weighing  31b.  2oz.,  being  kept.  The- 
rest  of  the  fish,  which  also  included  a  large  number 
of  tench  of  21b.  and  up  to  61b,,  being  returned,  as 
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also  two  carp,  one  of  lOJb.  and  another  of  51b  — 
Red  Palmee. 
Pen  District  (Soutli  Lines  and   Cambs)  — 

It  seems  almost  a  farce  to  talk  of  trout  fishing  in 
the  uplands  of  Cambridgeshire  in  weather  like  the 
present.  Christmas  was  far  more  favourable  than 
Easter  has  been.  On  Bank  Holiday  besides  cold 
wind  we  had  a  snowstorm,  which  virtually  put  an 
end  to  sport.  The  angler  was  certainly  a  lucky  one 
who  has  got  hold  of  a  brace  or  two  of  trout  this 
holiday  There  is  nothing  for  it  but  fishing  in  the 
sheltered  holes  with  a  bottom  bait— a  grub  for 
choice. — Limpet. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  wintry  weather  in 
tlie  Lea  \  alley  has  been  against  trout  moving,  and 
1  have  heard  of  no  fish  being  seen  since  I  last  wrote, 
the  opening  day  of  the  season— May  1— will  soon 
be  here  now,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  weather 
will  have  considerably  improved  by  then,  or  anglers 
are  likely  to  experience  a  very  bad  commencement 
on  both  the  Lea,  Beane,  and  Rib.  The  Lea  is 
rumung  clear. — Izaak  Walton". 

Luggr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).- Both  these 
streams  have  gone  down  and  are  cleared  nicely,  and 
are  in  better  order  for  angling;  the  prospects  for 
sport  during  the  holidays  were  good  up  to  Monday 
when  the  weather  turned  cold  and  stoi-ms  of  hail 
tell  during  the  day  which  made  it  bad  for  sport 
1  he  fisli  were  not  moving  well ;  a  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  this  week,  and  some  nice  sized  fish 
have  been  taken  with  Februarv  Red,  March  Brown 
Cowdung  and  Red  Palmer,  which  are  the  best  killers 
Warm  weather  is  wanted  to  improve  sport  wlif  n 
good  fish  will  be  taken  in  both   streams.'  The 
1  insley  is  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Luggr,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  now  getting  into  fair  order,  and  if  the 
weather  becomes  seasonable  sport  may  be  antici- 
pated. Throughout  the  holidays  there  has  been 
nothing  but  disappointment,  the  atmospheric 
conditions  being  decidedly  adverse  to  fishing 
J<requent  showers  (may  almost  say  storms)  of  «leet 
snow,  and  hail,  with  wind  north  and  piercintr  cold, 
obtamed  generally  for  the  past  week,  and  has 
prevented  trout  rising  and  flies  hatching,  conse- 
quently baskets  have  been  light.  The  Stone  Fly 
IS  now  out,  and  that  with  March  Brown,  February 
Red  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Cowdung.  Iron  Blue 
Hardy  Brown,  Brown  Spinner,  and  Silver  Twist 
Blue  are  the  best  to  select  from  according  to  the 
day.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigb  Salterton).— Fishing  opera- 
tions for  the  past  fortnight  have  been  very  quiet, 
J.he  heavy  glut  which  marked  the  greater  part  of 
March,  when,  with  a  full  and  coloured  water,  large 
takes  of  trout  were  made  by  all  with  a  minimum 
ot  skill  has  quite  disappeared,  and  now,  with  the 
river  clear  and  low,  and  the  fish  wonderfully 
advanced  in  education,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
obtam  even  moderate  sport.  The  weather,  too 
has  been  all  against  the  angler.  Cold  north  winds 
and  bright  sunshine  have  mostly  been  the  conditions 
to  be  faced.  The  dry-fly  time  has  commenced,  and 
this  style  of  fishing  will  be  found  more  deadly  than 
the  sunk  fly  method.  Several  brace  of  good  fish, 
over  lib.  each,  have  lately  been  taken  on  the  Rolle 
wa^er.    The  rise  is  usually  about  midday.— Heron. 

Plyinouth.- The  rivers  are  run  down  and  clear, 
but  the  weather  has  been  too  cold  and  windy  for 
much  sport.  The  only  chance  one  has  is  to  fish  in 
the  valleys  with  the  Pheasant  Tail,  Brown  Wood- 
cock, and  Partridge  and  Soldier  Palmer.— William 
Hkarder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neclx).— As  in  most  other  places,  the  weather  in 
this  neighbourhood  during  the  Easter  hohdays  was 
tar  from  being  what  could  be  wished  for,  as  a  very 
keen  and  cutting  wind  from  the  north-west 
brought  with  It  frequent  storms  of  hail  and  snow, 
but  during  the  intervals  the  sun  was  very  powerful 


and  quickly  dissipated  the  snow  and  hail  as  soon  as 
It  reached  the  ground.  As  usual  at  holiday  time 
there  was  a  large  number  of  visitors  in  this  vicinity, 
many  of  whom  were  anglers,  who,  despite  the  rather 
unfavourable  surroundings,  succeeded  in  landing 
some  fine  trout  in  excellent  condition  from  these 
rivers,  which  were  in  very  good  order  for  the  sport. 
One  gentlenian,  angling  with  the  fly  for  trout  in  the 
Tanat  near  its  confluence  with  the  Vyrnwy,  hooked 
a  salmon  about  121b.  in  weight,  which  after  a  long 
struggle  he  succeeded  in  landing,  and  which  was 
found  to  be  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  is  the 
first  salmon  captured  in  the  Tanat  since  the  opening 
of  the  season. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— The  holidays,  so 
long  looked  forward  to,  have,  as  regards  angling  or 
trouting,  proved  delusive.  With  frosts  in  the  early 
morning,  ice  an  eighth  of  an  inch  thick  on  pools, 
although  the  day  has  been  fine,  fish  have  not  been 
on  the  move.  A  pike  of  41b.  was  hooked  while 
minnow  fishing  for  trout  on  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Ouse,  landed  on  fine  tackle,  and  returned  to 
the  water.  A  few  small  trout — nothing  over  twelve 
ounces— are  notified  from  the  tributaries.  The 
inclement  weather  of  Monday  drove  anglers  to  the 
river-side  hostelries  ;  several  good  fish  are  to  he  seen 
in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Ouse,  and  with  favour- 
able weather  some  of  them  should  be  accounted  for. 
-George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.Devon). — Easter  will  belongreriiembered 
by  the  fishermen  in  N.  Devon.  A  few  who  risked 
their  lives  in  the  cold  winds  on  the  Bray  caught  a 
few  fish,  but  few  who  fish  for  sport  were  found 
about.  Certainly  for  many  years  Easter  Monday 
was  the  coldest  and  most  unfavourable  to  sport  I 
ever  remember.  The  waters  are  getting  lower  but 
very  clean. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
gone  down  and  cleared  nicely,  and  is  running  in 
good  order  for  angling.    The  few  warm  days  of  last 
week  cheered  anglers  on,  and  the  prospects  for 
fishing  during  the  holidays  were  good ;   but  the 
weather  took  another  sudden  change  and  became 
very  cold,  and  storms  of  hail,  rain,  and  some  snow 
were  had  on  Monday  (April  13),  followed  by  bright 
sunshine,  which  interfered  with  angling  consider- 
ably.   The  fish  were  hardly  moving  on  Monday 
(April  13),  but  sported  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day  (April   14  and    15).     A  good  few  anglers 
have  been    out    of    late,  and    some  very  "nice 
sized    trout    have    been    caught.     The  laaskets 
have  not  been   large,  but  fish   averaging  from 
Mb.  to  lib.  have  been  taken,  and  with  warmer 
weather  they  would  be  sporting  well.    The  flies  used 
are  the  Red  Palmer,  March  Brown,  February  Red, 
Light  Blue,   Cowdung,    and   Stone   Fly.  Worm 
fishing  has  accounted  for  some  good  trout  in  the 
deep  holes.    On  Saturday  (April  11)  some  nice  fish 
were  landed  with  the  fly.    On  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day, sport  good  with  fly.    The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  order,  and  sport  lias  been 
had  in  them  tliis  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

running  m  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a 
nice  level,  and  is  in  better  order  than  it  has  been 
for  some  time.  The  weather  continues  very  change- 
able, and  during  this  week  there  have  been  falls^of 
hail  and  snow,  followed  by  bright  sunshine,  and  has 
been  against  good  sport.  The  weather  has  also 
been  very  cold,  and  the  fish  have  not  been  rising  so 
well.  During  the  holidays  there  were  a  good  few 
rods  out,  and  used  fly,  and  some  fair-sized  fish  were 
landed.  The  flies  to  use  are  the  March  Brown, 
Blue  Dun,  February  Red,  Cowdung,  and  Palmer'. 
With  warmer  weather  the  prospects  for  sport  are 
good. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  Soutli,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — All  our  rivers  are  in  good  condition  for 
fishing,  and  good  baskets  have  been  made.  The 
Tyne  in  the  Ovingham  district  has  fished  well. 
Several  good  baskets  of  from  ten  to  twenty-five 
trout  have  been  got  with  worm  and  fly.  The 
Coquet  has  fished  well ;  one  angler  basketed  twenty- 
six  good  trout  with  the  fly.  The  Weldon  Bridge 
water  is  well  covered  by  guests  of  the  good  old 
Anglers'  Rest,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  they  are 
having  a  good  time  of  it,  sport  being  good.  Good 
fishing  on  the  Wansbeck  is  being  experienced  ;  one 
good  basket  of  thirty-two  good  trout  was  taken 
with  the  fly.  Mr.  R.  White,  of  Gateshead,  has  had 
two  heavy  baskets  this  week  from  Whittle  Dene. 
Should  the  present  genial  weather  continue  durin^ 
the  holidays  anglers  can  expect  tisht  lines  and  heavy 


Trout,  SEA-TRori,  and  Salmon  FLiEs.-Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  .Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Sl.juute.l  tly  casts  for  river  or 
lake.  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water 
,  I  uiidraivn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast,  bpecial  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  E\tra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is,  ;  first  quality 
9d.  each.-J  E.  MniER,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "Pisoator,  Leeds  " 


creels.  —  Henry  A.  Mukton.  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  7,  Grey-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  (Too 
late  for  insertion  last  week.) 

Usk  (Usk). — Although  the  river  has  been  in  good 
condition  for  the  salmon  angler  the  climatic  con- 
ditions have  militated  against  sport,  cold  winds 
prevaihng.  On  Friday  last  (April  10),  Mr.  John 
Pitt  killed  two  salmon  on  what  is  known  as  "the 
town  water, "weighing  12]  lb.  and  13[lb.  respectively, 
and  on  Saturday  (April  11),  Mr.  R.  Rickards.  J.P., 
took  one,  in  Coed-y-prior,  weighing  lOlb.  Several 
baskets  of  trout,  ranging  down  from  seven  brace, 
have  been  had. — T.  R. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines). — There  is 
a  very  poor  report  of  fishing  in  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Bain's  tributarie.s.  Several  visitors  are  said  to 
have  come  down  to  Market  Rasen  for  sport,  but 
they  found  prospects  so  poor  that  they  did  not  go 
to  the  trouble  of  getting  a  licence.  The  wind  has 
been  terribly  cold,  and  on  Bank  Holiday  and  Tues- 
day, though  the  weather  was  bright  in  the  morn- 
ing, there  was  snow  in  the  afternoon.  The  first 
holiday  of  the  year  is  over,  and  virtually  nothing 
has  been  done.  Bloom  on  the  pear  and  plum  trees 
has  suffered  a  good  deal.  There  were  actually  ten 
degrees  of  frost  on  the  grass  on  Monday  night. 
Similar  statements  come  from  the  Upper  Witham 
district. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  have  been  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  but  the 
weather  proved  disastrous  to  the  Easter  holiday 
anglers.  A  good  few  gentlemen  arrived  from  differ- 
ent parts  with  their  rods,  etc.,  and  some  never  put 
their  tackle  together,  thus  being  doomed  to  dis- 
appointment. Snow  storms  and  rough  winds 
occurred  on  most  days;  on  Wednesday  (April  15) 
the  hills  were  covered  with  snow.  On  Saturday 
(April  11)  Mr.  White,  of  Nottingham,  fishing  the 
Matlock  and  Cromf  ord  Angling  Association's  water, 
landed  one  fish,  several  others  trying  but  with  very 
poor  result.  A  bitterlycold  north-west  wind  blowing. 
When  the  weather  becomes  more  genial,  good  sport 
may  be  expected.  Flies :  Small  March  Brown, 
Hare's  Ear,  Ohve  Dun,  Buzz  Red,  and  Claret 
Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Wye  (Pownhope). — April  9  was  the  first  day  for 
eight  weeks  that  the  Wye  below  Lugg's  mouth  was 
fishable,  owing  to  continuous  floods.  On  tho 
Fownhope  section,  on  the  9th,  Mr.  Paterson 
landed  a  salmon  22lb.  ;  on  the  11th,  one  16lb. ;  on 
the  13th,  one  22lb.  ;  on  the  14th,  one  111b.  Captaia 
Willis,  on  the  I3th,  landed  one  16lb  ;  on  the  14th, 
one  131b.,  and  on  the  15th,  one  321b.  On  the  Holme 
Lacy  section,  on  the  13th,  three  rods  landed  four 
salmon,  ranging  from  151b.  to  24lb. — J.  P. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.   (Yorks).  —  Holiday  anglers  have  not  been 
favoured  with  fine  weather.    The  frosts  *at  night 
have  been  keen,  with  showers  of  snow  and  sleet  in 
the  daytime,  from  Saturday  until  the  present  tim  ; 
of  sending  this  report.    The  Wensleydale,  Wharfe- 
dale,  Swaledale,  Nidderdale,  in  fact  "all  the  moor- 
land hills  right  into  Westmorland,  were  white  as 
ever  they  were  in  winter.  It  is  now  colder  than  it  was 
at  Christmas  last.    The  Yore  has  been  running  low 
and  exceptionally  bright.     I  have  been  strolling 
about  the  riverside,  and  have  done  fairly  well  con- 
sidering I  am  not  able  ,to  wade,  and  have  killed  a 
few  brace  of  fine  trout  up  to  |-lb.    The  Easter 
anglers  I  have  seen  have  not  done  any  better. 
The  Wharfe  continues  to  run  low  and  clear.  In 
the   higher    reaches   several    anglers  have  been 
out,   but  with  the  severe  cold  weather  baskets 
have  run  small.    In  fact,  several  I  have  spoken 
to  are  asking  if  they  had  not  better  go  grayling 
fishing  again.    At  Ilkley  and  Bolton  Woods  several 
rods  were  out ;  the  best  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken  with  fly  and  minnow.    The  most  useful  flies 
have  been  Winter  Brown,  Snipe  Bloa,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  March  Brown,  Yellow  Partridge,  with  tinsal 
and  hackled  Olive  Bloa.    In  the  lower  reaches  very 
little  has  been  done.    Mr.  A.  Rippon  landed  a  fine 
trout  weighing  21b.  3oz.  in  the  length  at  Boston 
Spa.    Lower  down  the  district  bottom  fishermen 
are  catching  a  few  flounders  at  Tadcaster.  There 
is  very  little  to  report  from  the  Swale,  Nidd,  and 
Derwent;  on  these  rivers  very  few  rods  have  been 
out.    The  Tees  Fishery  Board  ordered  a  consign- 
ment of  yearling  trout  from  the  Howietoun  Fishery 
and  were  distributed  in  different  portions  of  the 
river  Tees.    They  were  despatched  from  Stirling  ' 
ia  thirty-two  tanks,  weighing  l^cwt.,  which  arrived  at 
Darlington  Station  m  a  special  van  about  2.30  p.m. 
Saturday  last.   Some  of  the  tanks  were  transferred 
to  the  Saltburn  train  for  Yarmand  Dinsdale,  others 
were  conveyed  by  rollers  to  Blackwell,  and  the  rest 
taken  by  train  up  Teesdale  by  Inspector  Weirs. 
When  the  young  trout  were  turned  out  they  had 
not  suffered  any  great  inconvenience  by  the  journjy. 
Being  healthy  fish, when  turned  into  the  river  darted 
aw  ay  in  al  1  du-ect  io  ns.  The  distri  but  ion  was  as  f  ol  lo  ws : 
500  to  Yarm  (for  River  Leven).  900  Dinsdale,  000 
Blackwell,  60(i.  Gainford,  600  Barnard  Castle,  and 
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500  Middlcton-in-Teesdale— total  4000.  Altogether 
10,000  yearling  trout  have  been  put  in  the  river  by 
the  Tees  Fishery  Board  during  the  last  three  years. 
Sport  for  the  trout  fishers  will  not  improve  until  we 
have  a  freshet  and  warmer  weather. — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Hak  and  Liddle.— Yellow  trout  are  now 
running  fairly  well.  The  Rev.  J.  Vale  and  Mrs. 
Bagshaw  creeled  thirty-six  yellow  trout  and  one 
herling  in  Canonbie  water,  and  sixteen  yellow 
trout  in  Tarras  Water.  There  is  a  moderate  run  of 
salmon  in  the  Solway,  and  a  few  nice  fish  were 
got  in  the  stake  and  poke  nets  last  week. 
Although  sea-trout  are  running  in  the  Forth  the 
boisterous  weather  prevents  them  from  migrating 
to  the  rivers.  One  of  the  finest  salmon  caught  for 
many  years  was  landed  by  Sir  Richard  Graham's 
keeper  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water  at  the  Thistle 
pool.  Yellow  trout  are  affording  good  sport  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  and  some  nice  baskets 
have  been  made ;  a  dozen  or  two  at  a  fishing 
have  been  creeled.  A  few  have  been  got 
in  the  lower  waters  below  Penton  Bridcre. 
Intending  visitors  are  reminded  that  April,  May, 
June  and  July  are  the  best  months  for  yellow  trout 
fishing,  June  and  July  are  the  best  months  for  sea 
trout,  and  July  and  August  for  herling.  This 
refers  equally  to  both  Esk  and  Liddle. — Gilnockie. 

Deverou  (Banffshire).— The  weather  in  this 
district  since  Good  Friday  (which  was  a  lovely  day) 
has  been  very  stormy.  Cold,  north-westerly  winds 
have  prevailed,  accompanied  daily  with  showers  of 
either  snow  or  hail,  and  the  hills  are  quite  white. 
Along  the  coast  a  tremendous  sea  was  running,  and 
it  is  nearly  a  week  since  the  salmon  fishers  have 
examined  the  bag  nets,  most  of  which  are  damaged 
by  the  heavy  seas  washing  over  them.  The  river 
has  been  somewhat  low  for  angling,  and  frost  has 
been  pretty  keen.  On  the  Huntly  water,  Mr. 
Alexander  Barron  had  a  fine  salmon  of  8Jlb.,  and 
Mr.  Brander,  Townfield,  has  had  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  from  the  Isla,  the  best  being 
about  161b.  On  April  8,  Mr.  Fleming,  at  present 
fishing  the  Blairmore  water,  had  a  new  run  salmon 
of  71b.,  and  on  the  9th  one  of  7Jlb.;  the  keeper,  Mr. 
George  Milne,  on  the  10th,  had  a  nice  fish  of  6^1b. 
With  an  improvement  ij>  the  weather  and  river 
fishing  will  be  better.  In  the  meantime,  a  good 
many  kelts  have  been  descending  to  the  sea.  The 
net  fishermen  have  caught  a  number,  and  after 
weighing  and  measuring  several  have  put  labels  on 
them.  Only  a  few  clean  fish  have  been  captured  in 
the  river  by  the  net  during  the  past  week. — H.  W. 

Locli  Leven. — The  past  week  has  been  most 
disappointing.  Strong  winds  from  the  north  and 
west,  with  heavy  falls  of  hail  and  snow,  have  made 
angling  almost  hopeless.  A  number  of  anglers, 
however,  put  in  an  appearance,  and  several  went 
out.  Two  of  these  were  rewarded  by  the  capture 
of  a  trout  each.  The  destruction  of  the  pike 
continues,  by  means  of  stake,  drift,  and  drag  nets. 
 ROBEET  Lainq. 

Iiocli  Leven  Competitions,  1903.— A  full  list  of 
the  clubs  competing  will  be  given  in  the  issue  of 
April  25.  To-day  (April  18),  Pollokshields ;  20th, 
Kelty  and  Blairadam ;  22nd,  Perth  ;j23rd.  Wanderers 
(Glasgow) ;  24th,  Sterling.  The  National  Com- 
petition wUl  be  held  on  June  10. 

Loch  Lomond  (Balloch). — Out  from  the 
Tullichewan  Hotel  on  April  13,  Mr.  Robertson, 
Glasgow,  had  one  salmon,  18flb.,  and  Mr.  Todd, 
Glasgow,  one  salmon,  161b.  Out  from  Cunning- 
ham's on  April  11,  Mr.  Herry  Hutchison  had  a  fine 
loch  trout,  21b.— H.  L, 

 (Luss). — Out  from  Walter  McDiarmid's,  on 

April  9  Mr.  Beaufort  had  thirty-four  trout,  lljlb.  ; 
Mr.  Buchanan  seventeen,  81b.  On  April  10  Mr. 
Beaufort  had  twenty-one,  91b.  On  April  11  Mr. 
Beaufort  had  fifteen,  61b. ;  Messrs.  Dingwall  and 
Sinclair  four,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  McGregor  seven,  31b., 
and  Mr.  Collet  one,  21b.  On  April  13  Mr.  Beaufort 
had  fifty-four,  201b ;  Mr.  Buchanan  fourteen,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Sinclair  eight,  41b. ;  and  Mr.  Collet  two  sea- 
trout,  5Jlb.— H.  L. 

Lochmaddy. — Fisliing  Lochmaddy  Hotel  waters 
for  the  week  ending  April  8,  Colonel  Moir,  Captain 
Allan,  and  Mr.  Maxwell  landed  five  salmon,  weighing 
respectively  7Jlb.,  91b.,  lOJlb.,  lOilb.,  lljlb.,  all 
clean-run  fish. — D.  Macfadyen. 

Loch  Ness  (Poyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  the  8th  inst.,  Mr. 
Tilston's  boatmen  killed  a  fresh-run  salmon,  weigh- 
ing 91b.  On  the  10th  inst.  Mr.  H.  Evans  Broad, 
London,  landed  one  of  101b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Eenmore,  N.B.). — At  Kenmore  on 
April  11,  on  hotel  water  on  river  Lyon,  Mr.  Knight 
killed  salmon  201b.  On  April  14,  on  hotel  water  Loch 
Tay,  Mr.  James  Lord  killed  salmon  7  Jlb.  Loch  in 
good  ply. — W.  Knight. 


Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel,  on  April  2,  Sir  A.  Wilson,  Bart.,  landed  a 
salmon  of  191b.;  Mr.  Percy  Hoole,  one,  161b.;  Mr. 
Maling,  two,  171b.  and  191b.  On  April  7,  Mr.  J. 
Darcy  Mutton,  one,  181b.— H.  J.  Knight.  (Too 
late  for  insertion  last  week.) 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel,  Loch  Tay,  on  March  31,  Sir  A.  Wilson,  Bart, 
one  221b. ;  Mr.  Hoole,  one  191b.  ;  Mr.  Hughes,  one 
161b.  On  April  2,  Sir  A.  Wilson,  Bart.,  one  191b.  ; 
Mr.  Hoole,  one  161b.;  Mr.  Maling,  two  171b.,  191b. 
On  April  7,  Mr.  Hutton,  one  181b.  On  April  9;  Mr. 
Hutton,  one  141b.  On  April  14,  Mr.  Brittain,  one 
1 71b.    Loch  now  in  good  order. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel).— On  April  4,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell one  salmon,  191b.,  and  Mr.  McKenzie  one  of 
171b.  On  April  7,  Mr.  Campbell  one  of  171b.,  and 
Mr.  McKenzie  one  of  221b. — Stewart. 

South-West  of  Scotland.  —  A  most  severe 
snowstorm — the  like  of  which  has  never  before 
been  known  to  occur  at  tliis  period  of  the 
season — took  place  on  Tuesday  night  (April  14). 
At  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  night)  there 
is  every  appearance  of  a  hard  frost,  as  the 
snow  still  covers  the  country  side.  The  prospects 
for  angling  with  the  fly  this  week  are  far  from 
bright.  The  bright  sunshine  to-day  was  melting 
the  snow,  and  the  waters  are  likely  to  be 
discoloured  for  several  days.  In  a  private  stretch 
of  the  Aiman  an  angler  killed  a  nice  spring  salmon 
last  week-end,  weighing  between  61b.  and  71b. 
Another,  still  smaller,  was  taken  with  the  fly. 
Baskets  from  half-a-dozen  to  a  dozen-and-a-half 
were  taken  on  some  of  the  waters.  All  the  rivers 
are  now  rather  clear  for  the  salmon  fly  this  week, 
and  the  melting  of  the  snow  will  be  a  decided 
disadvantage  to  the  fly  for  the  coming  week.  In 
the  Dumfries  Nith  a  few  rods  were  out  last  week- 
end, as  also  on  Easter  Monday  holiday,  but  the 
sport  was  disappointing.  The  kelt  salmon  have 
been  showing  pretty  freely  in  the  lower  reaches, 
and  it  will  take  another  flood  yet  to  clear  them 
out  to  the  Solway.  A  few  small  catches  of  yellow 
trout  were  taken  in  the  Closeburn  and  Thornhill 
reaches  and  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association  waters. 
In  the  Galloway  rivers  of  the  Stewartry  angling  has 
not  been  turning  out  at  all  well.  In  the  Ayrshire 
district  not  much  is  doing.  A  few  rods  have  been 
trying  Loch  Doon,  but  not  much  is  doing  yet.  In 
the  Solway  nets  some  nice  spring  salmon  have  been 
caught  at  the  Annan  fisheries,  and  the  sea-trout 
are  now  beginning  to  migrate  to  the  rivers. — 
Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  has  this  week  come  into  really 
good  ply  for  the  first  time  since  about  the  beginning 
of  March,  and  is  to-day  (Wednesday)  in  better 
order  for  fishing  than  it  has  yet  been  since  the  rod 
fishing  season  opened.  Fair  sport  has  been  reported 
on  several  of  the  best  beats.  Fishing  on  Burnmouth, 
Stobhall,  and  Catholes  beats,  on  April  2,  Mr.  Marrs 
landed  three  salmon  of  271b.,  lUb.,  and  101b.  Mr. 
James  S.  Mowat,  fishing  on  Benchill  beat,  on  3rd 
inst.,  lande  I  one  salmon  of  161b.  Fishing  on  Lower 
Stanley  beat,  on  2nd  inst.,  Mr.  Norman  Menzies 
caught  one  salmon  of  221b.  On  4th  inst.,  Mr.  J. 
Henry  Douglas,  one  fish  of  14Jlb.,  and  on  7th  inst. 
the  same  gentleman  landed  two  salmon  of  1 01b.  and 
181b.  The  baatman,  fishing  Upper  Battleby  water, 
on  2nd  inst.,  landed  two  salmon  of  251b.  and  181b. 
Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing 
Lower  Battleby  beat,  on  3rd  inst.,  landed  one 
salmon  of  211b.,  and  Mr.  Coats,  fishing  the  same 
water,  on  6th  inst.,  landed  three  salmon  of  231b., 
201b.,  and  171b.  Fishing  Dunkeld  water,  on  3rd 
inst..  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  landed  a  clean- 
run  fish  of  181b.  Mr.  Henry  Peters,  fishing  Murthly 
Caatle  water,  on  1st  inst.,  landed  one  salmon  of 
201b.,  and  another  of  111b.  on  2nd  inst.,  and  on  3rd 
inst.  two  fish  of  161b.  and  171b.  Mr.  W.  F.  Kay's 
boatman,  fishing  on  Delvine  water,  on  1st  inst., 
landed  one  fish  of  191b.,  and  Mr.  Romanes,  Edui- 
burgh,  fishing  the  same  water,  on  3rd  inst.,  killed 
one  salmon  of  221b. — A.  A.  (Too  late  for  insertion 
last  week.) 

Tay. — The  Tay  throughout  the  past  week  has 
been  in  first  rate  order,  and  fine  sport  was  obtained 
on  several  of  the  beats  ;  the  best  day's  sport  being 
got  on  April  9  by  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Bedford  on  Meikleour  and  Islamouth  beats,  when 
their  Graces  landed  eleven  salmon,  four  of  which 
the  Duchess  had  to  her  own  rod.  The  weather 
during  the  week  was  cold,  and  for  a  few  days  there 
was  a  strong  north  wind,  accompanied  with  occa- 
sional snow  showers,  which  made  fly  fishing  rather 
unsuccessful.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
takes  reported  from  the  principal  beats  : — Fishing 
Meikleour  Water  on  April  9  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
landed  seven  fine  salmon.  The  Duchess  of 
Bedford,  fishing  Islamouth  beat  the  same  day, 
had  to  her  own  rod  four  salmon  of  121b., 
191b.,    191b.,  and  201b.     Fishing  Islamouth  beat 


on  April  14,  the  Duke  landed  one  fish  of  111b. 
The  Duchess  of  Bedford,  fishing  Lower  Cargill  beat 
on  April  13,  killed  one  salmon  of  171b.  Fishing 
Delvine  water,  on  April  8,  Mr.  W.  F.  Kay,  Edin- 
burgh, landed  one  salmon  of  181b.,  and  on  April  13, 
another  fish  of  191b.  Mr.  Thornton,  Edinburgh, 
fishing  same  water  on  April  10,  killed  a  fine  salmon 
of  211b.  Fishing  on  Lower  Stanley  beat,  on 
April  14,  Mr.  J.  Henry  Douglas  landed  one  salmon 
of  141b.  Mr.  E.  C.  Gedge,  fishing  on  Burnmouth 
Stobhall  beat  on  April  9,  killed  three  salmon  of 
221b.,  181b.,  and  141b.,  and  on  the  14th  oneof  21ilb. 
The  same  gentleman,  fishing  Benchill  beat  on 
April  13,  landed  a  salmon  of  9Jlb.  Fishing  Upper 
Battleby  water,  on  April  9,  Dr.  Harcourt  Coatis 
landed  two  salmon  of  221b.  and  131b.  ;  on  the  11th, 
one  of  111b.,  and  on  the  14th  another  of  141b.  Mr. 
Arch.  Coats  and  Mr.  Glen  Coats,  fishing  Lower 
Battleby  beat  on  April  8,  killed  one  salmon  of  18  Jib., 
and  Dr.  Harcourt  Coats,  fishing  same  water  on  13th, 
landed  three  salmon  of  22Jlb.,  2141b.,  and  1911b. 
UrPER  Reaches. — Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell's  Dunkeld  beat  on  the  14th, 
killed  ^two  salmon  of  181b.  and  151b.  Tummel.— 
Fishing  Faskally  water,  on  the  6th,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats, 
Paisley,  landed  two  salmon  of  201b.  and  141b.,  and 
one  of  201b.  on  the  9th  ;  and  on  the  10th,  another  of 
201b.  Mr.  P.  Currie,  fishing  Fishers'  Holtt,  Pit- 
lochry beat,  on  the  9th,  killed  one  salmon  of  161b. 
Garry. — Fishing  the  Bonskeid  water,  on  the  11th, 
the  keeper  landed  a  fine  salmon  of  131b.  Lyon. — 
On  Kenmore  Hotel  water,  on  11th  inst.,  Mr.  Knight 
killed  one  salmon  of  201b. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  weather  since  my  last  report  has  been  more 
settled,  and  the  rivers  getting  into  good  ply  for 
angling  both  for  salmon  and  trout,  the  only  draw- 
back being  strong  winds  which  is  against  the  trout 
fishers  with  fly.  A  few  salmon  have  been  got,  and 
of  excellent  quality.  On  Upper  Floors,  on  April  3, 
Mr.  D.  Stewart  had  one  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  Craigie 
121b.  of  trout.  On  Lower  Floors,  the  same  day,  Mr. 
Bowhill  had  oneof  81b.,  and  on  the  4th  three  of  91b., 
81b.,  7 Jib.,  also  landing  nine  kelts,  all  with  a  small 
Jock  Scott.  On  Ednam  House  water,  on  the  4th, 
Mr.  J.  Tait  had  a  salmon  of  91b.  and  on  the  6th  one 
of  7ilb.  On  the  Hendersyde  water,  Mr.  T,  Pringle 
had  one  of  71b.  on  the  4th.  On  the  Sprouston  water, 
on  the  same  date,  Mr.  W.  Tait  had  three.  On  the 
Carham  water  three  were  got  during  the  week.  A 
few  have  been  had  at  Birgham  also.  The  rivers 
being  clear  fly  is  the  only  lure  for  trouting,  and 
some  nice  takes  have  been  got.  On  the  Teviot,  on 
the  3rd,  Mr.  J.  Cant  had  41b. ;  Mr.  A.  Denholm, 
6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Geo.  Lees,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  R.  Robertson,  6ilb. 
On  the  4th,  Mr.  R.  Robertson,  61b. ;  Mr.  A.  Cameron, 
31b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Cant,  3Jlb.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  E. 
Bond,  5ilb.  ;  Mr.  A.  Johnstone,  41b. ;  Mr.  D.  Hill, 
5ilb.  On  the  6th,  on;;the  Tweed,  Mr.  E.  Bond  had 
41b.,  also  three  perch,  weighing  respectively  2Jlb., 
Iflb.,  and  l^lb.  On  the  Teviot,  on  the  4th,  Mr. 
R.  Affleck  caught  two  pike,  51b.  and  3Jlb.  On  the 
6th,  on  Tweed,  Mr.  A.  Johnston  had  31b.  of  trout ; 
Mr.  D.  Hill,  4Jlb.  On  Lower  Floors,  the  same  date, 
Mr.  Bowhill  had  one  salmon  of  61b.  On  the  7th,  on 
Tweed,  Mr.  J.  Steel  had  41b.  of  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Cant, 
5|lb. ;  Mr.  E.  Bond,  SJlb.  On  Teviot,  Mr.  R. 
Robertson,  61b. — Maxwheel.  (Too  late  for  inser- 
tion last  week.) 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

The  rivers  during  the  last  ten  days  have  shrtmk  very 
rapidly  and  the  consequence  is  that  salmon  angling 
is  again  not  of  much  account.  On  the  Floors  Lower 
on  April  9.  Mr.  Bowhill  caught  two  salmon  of  81b. 
each,  Mr.  Spence  one  of  6|lb.  and  a  clean  sea-trout  of 
51b.  On  Twizel  and  Tweed  Mill  waters  on  April  6, 
Captain  Key  had  two  salmon  of  141b.  and  81b. ;  and 
Mr.  Ware  one  of  91b.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Copper- 
thwaite  had  one  of  81b. ;  Captain  Key,  two  of  91b. 
and  71b. ;  and  Mr.  Mills,  one  of  8Jlb.  On  the  Lees 
water  on  the  6th,  Mr.  Millar  had  one  of  741b. ;  and 
Mr.  Prenderguest,  one  of  741b.  ;  and  on  the  7th,  the 
same  gentleman  had  one  of  841b.  On  Floors  Lower 
on  the  11th,  Mr.  Bowhill  had  one  of  641b.  ;  and  on 
the  13th  the  same  gentleman  had  one  of  541b.  and 
111b.  of  trout,  Mr.  Spence  having  121b.  of  trout.  On 
the  13th  the  Kelso  Angling  Club  held  their  annual 
spring  competition,  the  following  being  the  prize 
winners:  1st,  Duncan  Hill,  121b.  loz.,  Teviot; 
2nd,  A.  Hogarth,  71b.  3oz.,  Teviot ;  3rd,  A.  John- 
stone, 71b..  Tweed  ;  4th,  J.  O.  Wilson,  61b.  9oz., 
Tweed;  5th,  A.  M.  Hush,  51b,  loz.,  Eden;  6th, 
Geo.  Lees  and  A.  G.  Cameron  equal,  31b.  13oz. 
each.  Several  other  special  prizes  were  offered, 
and  the  winners  were  almost  a  repetition  of  the 
above.  A  reward  of  23.  each  for  every  pike  killed 
in  the  Kelso  district  is  making  the  pike-fishers  very 
busy.  On  April  10  Mr.  R.  Ormiston  killed  five, 
averaging  341b.  each;  on  the  11th  Mr.  R. 
Affleck  ^two,  101b.  and  41b,  and  Mr.  R.  Hogarth 
one  of' 61b.,  all  in  the  Teviot  at  Roxburgh. — 
Maxwheel. 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).  —  Daring  the  week 
sport  has  been  good  with  salmon  at  Innishannon. 
S.  W.  Paynohad  one,  111b.,  and  T.  Olliffe  one.  71b. 
At  Baxter's  Bridge  and  Maucli,  D.  Wren  two,  121b., 
11  Jib.  ;  W.  Erevan  two,  141b.,  101b.;  R.  Shorten 
two,  221b.,  231b.  ;  Dr.  Neville  two,  211b.,  141b.  ;  J. 
McCarthy  throe,  141b.,  lOlb.,  2Clb.  ;  M.  Milner  one, 
241b,  ;  Mr.  Hayes  two,  lUb.,  17Jlb. ;  Mr.  Duke  one, 
201b. ;  .Joseph  Pike,  D.L.,  one,  9Jlb.— W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  of  this  week 
wa?  simply  awful.  About  fifty  members  of  the  Ulster 
Anglers  travelled  to  the  Clogh — about  forty  miles — 
for  a  corapetition  for  the  "Hunter  Cup."  The 
competition  ^^as  carried  out  in  a  fierce  blizzard. 
Messrs.  Alec  J.  Collins,  first ;  Thomas  Smith, 
second;  J.  A.  Fullerton,  third;  and  A.  Cimning- 
ham  and  J.  Orr  divided  the  consolation  prize.  On 
Easter  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  W.  Heaney,  fishing  the 
Crossgar  creeled  nine  trout  -|lb.  each ;  and  some 
other  anglers  had  success.  On  Easter  Monday, 
Mr.  W.  A.  Fullerton,  on  the  Qualie,  caught  eighteen 
trout  from  |lb.  to  ^Ib.  all  with  the  natural  minnow. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  snow  is  gone,  but  the 
weather  is  yet  very  cold. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Navan)'.— The  river  has  been  in  excellent 
order  for  the  past  three  days,  but  the  continuous 
floods  of  the  past  six  weeks  have  carried  the  March 
fish  forward  to  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river,  and 
I  hear  better  sport  is  being  had  in  the  Trim  and 
Kells  district  than  has  been  experienced  for  several 
yeprs  past.  In  this  locality  fish  are  scarce,  and  we 
cannot  look  for  much  sport  until  we  get  the  run  of 
fish  that  generally  makes  its  appearance  about  the 
middle  of  this  month.  As  far  as  I  can  ascertain  the 
following  are  the  takes:— On  Slane  Castle  water, 
Mr.  Coppinger,  several,  including  three  on  one  day; 
on  Ardmulchan,  the  fisherman  had  four,  from  101b. 
to  221b.  ;  on  Lower  Black  Castle,  the  fisherman, 
two,  271b.  and  211b.;  on  L^pper  Black  Castle,  Mr. 
Francis  Ley  and  friend,  thirteen,  from  101b.  to 
321b. ;  on  Blackwater  Mills  water,  Mr.  Sclater,  six, 
from  101b.  to  231b.  ;  Mr.  Boylan  had  also  two  of 
211b.  and  181b.  on  the  Blackwater  reach,  above  the 
Mills  section. — Claret  Fly.  (Too  late  for  insertion 
last  week.) 

Boyne  (Navan  Section). — The  river  has  been  in 
excellent  order  during  the  past  week,  but  hard 
winds  and  frosty  nights  have  handicapped  anglers. 
As  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  there  have  been  taken  on 
Ardmulchan  five,  from  101b.  to  201b.,  by  the  fisher- 
men ;  on  Black  Castle  Lower  Water,  six,  from  141b. 
to  281b.,  by  General  Dickens;  on  Black  Castle 
[Tpper  Water,  sixteen,  from  101b.  to  241b.,  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Francis  Ley  and  friend ;  on  Blackwater 
Mills  Length,  three,  from  101b.  to  211b.,  by  Mr. 
Sclater. — Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— The  Bund- 
rowes  river  is  rapidly  getting  into  fishing  order,  and 
the  weather  has  become  quite  settled  at  time  of 
writing,  and  prospects  of  sport  are  now  good.  T. 
Gilroy,  keeper,  landed  a  beautiful  fresh-run  salmon, 
weighing  171b.,  on  April  3,  and  W.  Despard  landed 
another  salmon,  weighing  101b.,  on  2nd  inst. — M. 
RoGAN  AND  Sons.  (Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.) 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — The  Bundrowes  was 
in  nice  fishing  ply  during  the  past  week,  and  there 
was  a  good  show  of  salmon  in  the  pools  of  the  river. 
T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  four  salmon  during  the 
week,  weighing:  14!b.,  lOHb.,  111b.,  and  91b.  re- 
spectively ;  Mr.  Sidney  Smith,  of  Pinner,  Middlesex, 
landed  one  salmon  of  lllb.  on  April  10,  and  lost 
another ;  Mr.  King  had  some  nice  catches  of 
gillaroo  trout  on  the  river  during  the  last  few 
days.  The  river  at  time  of  writing  is  in  fine  order, 
and  prospects  of  sport  are  good. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Corrib  (Kilbeg,  co.  Galway).— Dr.  and  Master 
Colohan  and  Mr.  Jameson  had  nice  sport  the  one 
day  they  were  out  last  week.  Several  pike  were 
killed  by  the  fishermen,  one  weighed  181b.,  and 
another,  a  fine  fish,  weighed  261b. — T.  M.  (Too 
late  for  insertion  last  week. ) 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
is  yet  rather  high,  but  is  getting  into  trouting  order 
rapidly.  Some  splendid  trout  were  taken  on  the 
river  during  the  past  week — beauties,  such  as  the 
Erne  can,  produce  —  amongst  them  a  splendid 
conditioned  trout,  weighing  41b.,  taken  by  a  Mr. 
Thornliill. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Weather  very  cold,  with 
bitter  north-  east  wind,  which  has  run  the  river 
down  considerably.  On  Ashton  Water,  Mr.  T. 
Crawshay  had  two  salmon,  7Jlb.  and  lOflb.,  and 
Captain  Webb  three,  of  7^1b.,  8|lb.,  and  lOJlb. 
On  Mashonaglass,  H.  Austin  had  one  of  81b. 
On  Oak  Grove,  S,  levers  had  one,  and  Mr. 
O'Leary  one.  On  Carhue,  Rear-Admiral  Jeffreys 
had  two,  81b.  and  91b.,  and  S.  Haynes  one  of 
91b.  On  Clashaneur,  A.  W.  Allen  had  one  of 
91b.     On   Lord    Bandon's  water.    Colonel  Trot- 


man  had  eight,  weighing  from  71b.  to  121b.  On 
Rooves,  Colonel  Sandiford  had  one  of  91b.  On  the 
Powdermill  stream,  R.  Dunscombe  one,  91b.,  and 
S.Haynesfour,  19Jlb.,  lllb.,  81b.,  81b.  OnCastleinch, 
J.  O'Brien  four,  81b.,  91b.,  91b.,  lllb.  On  Carrig- 
rohane,  Mr.  Grey  three,  91b.,  lllb.,  131b.  On  Net- 
tleville.  H.  Welch  Thornton  four,  G^lb.,  71b.,  8.11b., 
and  91b.;  Mrs.  Welch  Thornton  one,  lUlb.  "  On 
Fargus,  Captain  Rushbrooke  two,  81b.  and  91b. — 
W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).  —  The 
following  anglers  are  fishing  above  waters  from 
the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur:— Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Windham,  Captain  Bradbury,  Captain  Seiley, 
Captain  Maxworth,  Captain  Lascelles,  Messrs. 
Hutcheson,  De  Fonblanque,  Heron,  Allen,  and 
Fortune.  Sport  all  round  has  been  very  good, 
and  some  fine  trout  creeled  daily,  ranging  from 
li-lb.  to  4§lb.  largest.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Mielvin.  —  A  gentleman  landed  a  nice 
fresh-run  salmon  of  101b.  on  April  4  and  two  brown 
trout  of  2 Jib.  and  Iflb.  ;  Mr,  A.  Gallagher  landed  a 
clean-run  salmon  of  91b.  on  6th  inst.  At  time  of 
writing  the  lake  is  in  fair  fishing  order. — M.  Rogan 
and  Sons.    (Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.) 

Lough  Melvin. — During  the  early  part  of  the 
past  week  the  weather  was  fair  for  fishing  on  the 
lake,  and  some  good  sport  was  obtained  with 
salmon  and  trout,  Mr.  H.  H.  Walker,  out  from 
Scott's  Hotel,  Garrison,  landed  one  salmon  of  101b. 
on  9th  inst.,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mullholland  landed 
another  of  lOJ-lb.  on  same  day;  Mr.  Jas.  McCorry 
landed  one  salmon  of  91b. ;  and  on  the  13th  Mr.  H. 
McCorry  landed  one  of  11  Jib.  and  a  trout  {Salmo 
ferox)  of  41b.  on  April  10.  The  following  anglers,  out 
from  the  Royal  Hotel,  Ballyshannon,  took  a  number 
of  splendid  baskets  of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout 
on  April  10  and  1 1 :— Mr.  Sidney  Smith,  Mr.  W.  C. 
Millar,  Mr.  A.  A.  May,  Mr.  'Lipsett,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Browne,  and  others.  The  baskets  taken 
contained  frojn  thirteen  to  twenty-seven  trout, 
which  weighed  from  Jib.  to  2]lb.  each.  At 
the  time  of  writing,  the  lake  is  in  fine  fishing 
order,  and  sport  good. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh.— The  pollen  fisheries  are  yielding 
about  the  average,  and  trout  netting  has  produced 
some  very  good  fish  up  to  121b.  But  these  lake 
trout  are  not  yet  in  condition.  All  over  the  North 
of  Ireland  this  want  of  condition  in  trout  has  been 
remarked.  At  Toome  there  was  pretty  good  perch 
fishing  last  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina).— Water  in  good  order,  with  south 
winds,  and  the  pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish. 
During  the  week  the  river  fell  very  much,  and  so 
did  the  lake.  During  the  week  Mr.  Wilson  hooked 
some  fish,  and  Mr.  Scroop  got  a  good  trout,  91b., 
on  the  lake.  Good  fishing  is  expected  this  season, 
as  the  water  was  high  all  the  year,  which  served  the 
spawning  fish. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  and  loughs  are  now  getting  into 
good  angling  order  ;  fish  plentiful.  Mr.  Jackson  had 
one  salmon,  101b.,  and  five  trout,  largest  2Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Norton  and  Mr.  Wilson  landed  several  kelts  ;  Mr. 
Scroop  eight  trout,  largest  31b. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — The 
water  is  now  down  to  a  nice  fishing  standard,  but  a 
very  cold  N.E.  wind  has  set  in,  which  has  again 
interfered  with  sport.  On  two  or  three  days  that 
were  rather  mild  four  really  fine  springers  have 
been  taken.  Mr.  George  McCullocli  got  a  perfect 
beauty  of  151b.  on  my  preserves.  Dr.  Law, 
fishing  Mr.  Cecil  R.  Wray's  water,  had  one  of 
241b  ;  and  Sir  Felix  Semon,  on  the  Clare  side  of 
the  river,  caught  a  28-pounder.  One  of  the 
fishermen  killed  a  25-pounder.  We  must  wa:t  and 
hope  for  better  things.  Lough  Derg  continues  to 
yield  some  of  its  big  pike.  James  Courtney 
(Newtown)  got  one  of  221b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  water  has  now 
fallen  considerably,  and  the  river  is  in  very  nice 
order.  We  have,  however,  had  a  "  cold  snap,"  and 
the  surrounding  hills  are  lightly  covered  with  snow. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  two  salmon, 
221b.  and  27Jlb. ;  on  Prospect,  Sir  P.  C.  Walker. 
Bart.,  killed  one  salmon,  121b.,  and  Lord  Kingston, 
one  salmon,  81b. ;  on  Newgarden,  the  fishermen 
killed  one  salmon,  20Jlb.,  and  Sir  P.  C.  Walker, 
Bart.,  one  salmon,  141b.  ;  on  Hermitage,  Mr.  Guy 
Francis  killed  one  salmon,  201b. ;  on  Erinagh  fishery 
the  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  221b. — John  C. 
Wright  and  Son. 

:  SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux. — I  regret  to  say  I  have  not  been  able 
to  inspect  the  fishing  localities  of  this  neighbour- 
hood during  thepresentweek,  and  havehadno  reports 
from  angling  brethren.  I  saw  one  returning  on  his 
bike,  but  if  successful  the  signs  thereof  were  con- 
cealed. Owing  to  the  heavy  rains,  hail  and  snow, 
followed  by  cutting  northerly  wind  (hise  noir),  1 
should  fancy  the  most  ardent  "  disciple  "  would 
have  earned  commiseration  since  last  report.  — 


(Latfr.)  The  Colonel  visited  the  Stockalper  one  day 
lately,  but  neither  saw  many  rises  nor  caught  much. 
One  vengeron,  a  kind  of  half-bred  roach,  was  caught 
on  the  fly.  From  Sierre  I  hear  of  better  sport,  in 
spite  of  terrible  wind  keeping  the  trout  down.  The 
Rhone  there  is  in  good  order  at  present,  and  Mr. 
Robmson  and  his  brother  one  day  got  fifteen  trout 
on  fly,  weighing  101b.  ;  on  another  day  a  2Jlb.  and 
a  IJlb.  fish.  The  largest  caught  with  fly  in  these 
baskets  was  one  of  31b.  Fishing  days  have  not 
been  numerous. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth.— The  Easter  holidays  have  somewhat 
interfered  with  the  fishing,  and  not  many  boats 
have  been  out.  They  have  been  having  some  good 
catches  of  grey  mullet  to  the  westward,  and  they 
have  been  fetching  good  prices.  Mackerel  are 
coming  in  closer.  A  gentleman  called  in  on  Satur- 
day and  said  he  had  taken  some  mackerel  whiffing 
between  Redding  Point  and  the  Breakwater ;  this 
is  early  for  them  to  be  inside.  Very  few  pollack 
have  h^en  taken  during  the  week,  and  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  good  baskets  of  bass.  —  William 
Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate.— A  good  many  rods  were  out  for  the 
holidays,  but  owing  to' the  weather  the  takes  were 
poor  indeed.  Several  anglers  fished  from  the  Iron 
Pier  on  April  10(Good  Friday),  and  had  a  few  codling 
andflatfish.  TheWestPierafforded  still  worse  sport; 
Mr.  Birkett  took  about  a  dozen  pollack  on  Satur- 
day (April  11).  Two  or  three  boats  were  also  out, 
but  the  best  take  did  not  touch  a  score  of  cod- 
ling and  dabs,  the  latter  distinctly  small.  Wincf 
northerly,  very  cold. — Grey  Mullett. 

Walmer.— The  squally  weather  during  the  Easter 
holidays  disappointed  many  anglers.  A  few  were 
out,;,but  practically  there  is  no  sport  to  record.  The 
sea  was  very  rough  and  choppy,  and  it  was  difficult 
to  hold  the  bottom.  What  few  fish  were  caught 
were  taken  well  down  towards  Kingsdown.  There 
is  little  alteration  in  the  weather  to-day,  and  when 
the  wind  shifts  it  will  probably  be  in  an  easterly 
direction.— Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssoctafions 

(Special  Meetings), 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  annual  general  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  April  20,  at  8  p.m.  The  balance- 
sheet  is  to  be  presented,  and  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  will  take  place. 


The  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  Saturday 
next  (April  2.'))  at  the  Champion  Hotel,  Alders- 
gate-street,  E.C.  Well-known  artistes  have  been 
specially  engaged,  and  I  trust  members  will  sup- 
port the  Association  on  this  occasion.  Tickets,  3s. 
each;  applications  for  same  must  reach  me  by 
Thursday  morning,  April  23. 

The  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling  Society 
have  their  return  visit  on  Tuesday,  April  21st.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  meet  members  from  other 
societies  on  this  my  first  and  last  v'sit  as  visiting 
officer  for  the  northern  district.  —  R.  C-i. 
Woodruff. 


City  of  London  Pisoatobial  Society — 

In  last  week's  report  it  was  omitted  to  state 
that  £1  Is.  was  voted  by  the  society  to  the 
Thames  "Netting  and  Re-Stocking  Fund,"  of 
which  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  is  hon.  treasurer. 
Members  who  may  intend  to  take  part  in  the 
outing  to  Leigh-on-Sea  on  April  21,  but  who  have 
not  already  made  arrangements,  are  reminded 
that  they  should  at  once  communicate  with  Mr. 
C.  E.  Fosbrooke,  of  27  Great  Tower-street,  E.G., 
posting  their  letters  to  that  gentleman  not  later 
than  April  19. 

Geesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  presided  at  the  committee 
meeting,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  at  the  ordinary 
meeting  on  April  7.  A  new  member  was  elected. 
Several  members  have  visited  Chesham  and  have 
met  with  fair  sport.  Mr.  W.  P.  Salmond  took 
two  brace  of  trout,  Mr.  Gill  had  one  of  13J  ins., 
and  Messrs.  Buckingham  and  Eldred  took  fish. 
Mr.  Close  attended  to  give  instruction  in  fly 
casting,  as  arranged,  but  Saturday  (April  4) 
proved  a  very  unsuitable  day  for  this  purpose, 
the  weather  being  very  boisterous.  IMr.  Close 
opened  a  discussion  on  "  Suitable  Flies  for  Early 
Season's  Fishing."  Mr.  Close  contended  that 
a  large  number  of  flies  was  not  either  necessary  or 
desirable.    The  flies  he  considered  suitable  for  the 


April  18,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


273 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Jlodern  House,  refurnished,  decorated  and 
under  new  management.  Appciintmeiits,  accom 
iTKxlation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats  New 
iish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9.v 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  i;2  •  week  7.v  6(/  ■ 
and  day,2.s'.  a/.-tofish  all  that  stretch 'froin  tlie 
w  eir  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movaiiagher  is  21.s-.  per  week,  and  day,  fi.v.  Boat 
and  man,  .5.y.  per  day,— Address,  Manageress 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  CaOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.  N.  W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing 
Capital  Irout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygdl.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  • 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request 
T.  .J.  COTTEELL,  Proprietor. 


MERRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake— the  best  „. 
ISorth  Uales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing  •  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  E.xcellent 
cuisine.— Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
llshing,  tins  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors^ to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
t()  5  lbs.  in  weight;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3.t  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude 
season,  £10  ;  month,  £5 ;  week,  £2 ;  day,  10s 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Lovely  scenery ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "  A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  'far  from  the  madding  crowd.' 
Terms,  £2  12s.  6d.  per  week.  Stati.m  :  Glyncei- 
nog  via  Chirk.    Postal  Address:  Glyn,  Riiaboi) 


Llandrindod  Wells. 
ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 
Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  OES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  2d.  per  d.^y. 

Proprietor,  a,  HECK. 
Askfor  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free 


INNSBRUCK. 

lonely  Capital  of  Tyrol.   Ideal  Health 

HOTEL  TYROL 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proprietor. 

HOUSEBOAT  TO  LEt! 

nrfAT°'"™*?.'^'°"'  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  includine 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlei^^® 
Glass,  .fee  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
h±Sf  °'  ^r««'de  Holiday  at  small  expense 
?e?ml  ifL  *?,P^«^«°t  disappointment 
Ives  Hunfs         *     week.- Wadswokth,  St. 


A.    CARTER   &   CO.,    Ltd     ^ishmgr  Rod  and  laekle 
1,  2.  &  3,  Rosebery  Avenue  &  137.  St.  Johi^l^jJlS' RoTd 

Telegraphic  Address:    FisHOX«,  L.,x..o>V      LONDON^c^^^^^Telp!.!!  U^tnU:, 

THTIiOST  NATURAL 
FLIES  TIED. 

The  natural  appearance  of  the  bodie.s  of 
-bhes  made  with  Celluloid  has  never 
been  so  near  perfection.    We  invite  Fly 
-fc  ishers'  inspection  of  these  Plies  " 

ellBloid  Bodied  Flies 

PATENT. 


ANGLING. 

Come  to  the  Best  Trout  Fishing  in  the 
British  Isles.  All  Free.  Loughs  Mask  and 
Cornb  ;  both  Loughs  convenient  to  hotel  • 
also  river  fishing.— Apply  Proprietor, 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL 

CLONBUR,  IRELAND. 


TROUT  FISHING 

ON  THE  DARENTH. 

About  half-a-milc  of  stream  (re-stocked 
two  years  ago).  Vacancies  for  a  few  Rods 
at  £3  3s.  the  Season. 
No  Da,y  Tickets. 

Apply  to  Mr.  HoDSOLL,  Land  Agent, 
Farningham,  Kent. 


OBSr  THE  SPOTF. 

The  Donkgal  Highlands.  —  .'Salmon 
Sea  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridoe 
Hotel  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  on  the 
very  bank  of  Gweedore  River,  within 
a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon  pool, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes' 
drive  of  Crolly  Railway  Station. 

7'c-?(;(/i»l».v^PR0).l;II.:TOR. 

TO  LET,  FURNISHED, 

for  two  or  three  months,  the  VICARAGE 
Dulverton.  Drawing,  dining  rooms,  and 
tudy,  SIX  bedrooms,  good  garden  and 
offices.  Church  and  telegraph  within 
two  minutes'  walk.  Good  Fishing  — 
Apply,  R.  SowTON  Bareow.  Solicitor 
Dulverton. 


FURNISHED  COTTAGE, 

at  Exebridge,  ten  minutes  from  Dul^■er- 
ton  Railway  Station,  TO  BE  LET  until 
end  01  July;  two  sitring,  four  bedrooms 
garden,  and  paddock.  Good  Fishing  in 
the  neighbourhood.— Apply,  R.  Sowton 
Bakhow,  Solicitor,  Dulverton  | 


TURNBULL'S  CATALOGUE 
FOR  ANGLERS 

Notv   lieody,  J'ost  Free. 

SEN'D  ADDRESS  'Id 

10  &   12,   HANOVER  STREET 
EDINBURGH. 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

PATRON :  H.M.  THE  KING. 

President :  H.R.H.The  Juke  of  Connanght,  K.O 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  30,1903, 

At  Eigrht  o'clock, 

HUBERT  PARRY'S 

WAR  AND  PEACE 

^l>e(-ially  composed  fur  tliis  .S,xiet\ 
(First  rime  of  Perforiiiance)  ' 

cosnucTEu  ,n  the  C(>.nr„si:ii 
AND  MENDELSSOHN'S 

HYMN  OF  PRAISE 

Miss  AGNES  NICHOLLS 

Miss  KATE  CHERRY 
Madame  KIRKBY  LUNN 
Mr.  WILLIAM  GREEN 
Mr.  ANDREW  BLACK. 
Band  and  Chorus  One  Thousand. 
Organist  -   Mr.  m  i,  Balfour. 
CONDUCTOR     -  ^IR_FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 

Doors  Open  at  T^^^comme^j^e  at  s  o'clock. 
btalls,  (S.  6d.   Arena,  63 
Boxes,  £1  Us.  6(1.  to  £3  33.  Od 
Balcony  f    Reserved      (rows  1  to  4)   ...  55 

GAiLEEY  (PKOIIENADE)  ONE  SHILLING 
Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  and  usual  Agents 


The  followius  patterns  of  Trout  Flies  are  in 

btock,  and  can  be  sent  per  return  of  post. 
Jlareh  Brown. 
Alder. 

Blue  Winged  Olive. 


•-'ursc. 

Pale  Watery  Dun. 
Ke<l  Siiinuer. 
.Medium  Olive. 


.Teiiiiy  Spinner, 
lllack  Ant. 
(Jovernor. 
liadger  (^uill. 


Coachman 
("laret  Spinner. 
Ked  Quill. 
Greenwell's  Glory. 
Black  Oiiat. 
Dark  Olive. 
Grannoiii. 


Orange  Quill. 
Oowduug. 
Pale  Olive. 
Half  Stone. 
Blue  Quill. 
•Sherry  Spinnti-. 
Ked  Ant. 
Apple  Green. 
Willow. 

Coch-y-Boiidhu. 


On  Highest  Quality  Eyed  Hooks,  2/6  per  doz. 

MAY  FLIES 


With  Celluloid  Bodies. 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities  : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


Price* 
on 

application. 


2/6 

doz. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 

FLIES.. 

Cash  wtm  order.      29.  THE  SQUARE.  WINCHESTER.  HANTS 

GRANT'S  IWORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Is  the  most  Delicious   Liqueur  in  the  World. 


It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask 
comforting  in 


Nice  rtti  L.m.Md.  .r  S.fa  Waler.       S.M  b,  Wi.e  Mrtanfa  .„d  ai  Reslauranls 


.  Sample  Dozen  of  these  splendid  Mav  Flip<!  u/i  )  ho  c.„t      ^  <■ 

ishers  should  see  these  F^lies  befor^^i^Tnrthe.^^^t^o^n^;^^^^^^^ 

1903  li.T.t.^-PBA^r.^^r'^  ""^  P^t'^-""^'  ^"  killers.  ^  -^^  Celluloid  Mays 
1903   II.I.USTRATEI>  CATALOGUE   NOW  REABV.I  POST  FREE. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 

London  : 

Sampson  Low,  Makston  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C.' 


IREMEMBER 
1  THF 

TEL 

j     To  well  spi-i 
1     and  kit  Jieii  ( 

"KEAT 

unnv.illed  U 
(Harmless  n 
^           '-"6'  in 

k  Beefles. 

L  VOUR  COOK 

Inlh  ""^  C""'               fireplace  1 
"pboard  last  thing  at  night  with 

INGS  POWDER 

llei   of  Fle.ns.   B._iles.  Moths. 

.-.nnnals.)     Sold  everywhere, 
tins,  3d.,  od.  and  i,.  each.  1 
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earlier  months  were  March  Brown,  Iron  Blue 
Dun,  Olive  Dun,  Stone  Fly,  Grannom,  Alder,  Red 
Spinner,  and  the  Sedges  for  evening  fishing. 
Several  of  the  members  continued  the  discussion, 
and  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
Mr.  Close  for  his  able  and  interesting  remarks. — 
F.  E.  Eldred,  hon.  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society — 

The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  the 
society's  London  headquarters,  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Bedford -square,  on  April  15,  when  Mr.  F. 
J.  Hudd  presided  over  a  goodly  attendance.  The 
report  submitted  to  the  meeting  was  most  satis- 
factory, showing  distinct  progress  all  round.  The 
treasurer  reported  a  useful  balance  in  hand,  with 
practically  all  liabilities  prepaid  for  the  next  half- 
year.  Increases  are  recorded  in  all  departments. 
Members  have  recorded  during  the  season  7751b. 
of  fish  above  club  standard,  as  against  3541b. 
during  the  preceding  season ;  fifty  fish  above 
club  specimen  standard,  against  thirty  (in- 
cluding seven  above  medal  size,  against  five) 
during  last  season.  The  club  fisheries  have 
yielded  a '  good  number  of  specimen  fish, 
the  best  in  their  classes  being  :  Trout  on 
fly,  21b.  9oz.  ;  dace,  13Joz.  ;  roach,  lib.  14Joz.  ; 
pike,  111b.  Membership  has  increased,  and  even 
the  library  has  progressed  from  the  alevin  to  the 
fry  stage.  The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  took  place,  and  after  further  routine  business 
the  cups,  medals,  etc.,  were  distributed  to  the 
winners.  Fishing  reports  are  meagre.  A  number 
iof  small  trout  have  been  taken  from  our  Thatcham 
Fishery,  but  the  only  successful  member  has  been 
Mr.  F.  Baker,  who,  fishing  in  the  West  of  England, 
has  taken  seven  brace  of  trout,  one  2|lb.,  four 
others  over  lib.  each. — G.  W. 


^offings  bp  l^e  i9ap. 

With  Mr.  R.  A.  Thorpe  in  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
C.  H.  Peacock  as  "vice,"  the  Watford  Piscators 
held  their  21st  annual  dinner  in  grand  style  at  the 
Maiden  Hotel.  The  club  is  limited  to  sixty 
members,  a  number  which  could  easily  be  doubled 
or  trebled,  but  there  was  no  limit  to  visitors,  and 
the  gathering  was  a  large  one,  admirably  catered 
for  by  Host  Mr.  Arthur  Spieer.  In  proposing  the 
toast  of  the  evening,  the  chairman  said  the  club 
water  was  in  fine  condition  ;  a  good  neighbour,  Mr. 
Pierpont  Morgan,  had  presented  a  thousand  fish 
taken  from  a  lake  recently  cleaned  out  on  his  estate. 
Many  prizes  were  presented,  the  chief  prize-winners 
being  Messrs.  Hodgin,  Peacock,  Spilman,  Green, 
Eden,  and  Hall.  Mr.  F.  Volck  designed  an  artistic 
souvenir  of  the  dinner,  which  was  much  admired. 
There  was  a  very  delightful  musical  entertainment. 
The  club  has  had  a  record  year,  and  six  of  the  first 
prizes,  out  of  a  total  of  eight,  were  taken  in  the 
club  waters. 


Hereford  anglers,  writes  Mr.  J.  R.  Roberts, 
were  recently  animated  over  a  very  fine  trout 
killed  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Wheeler,  of  Tupsley,  which 
scaled  Clb.,  and  measured  thirteen  inches  in  girth 
and  twenty-three  inches  in  length.  It  was  currently 
held  to  be  a  common  brown  trout  (fario),  which 
would  have  been  a  record  fish  indeed.  But  there  is 
no  doubt  that  Mr.  Wheeler's  noble  capture  was  a 
specimen  of  Loch  Leven  trout  (Levenensis),  or  a 
hybrid.  It  was  taken  with  the  artificial  minnow, 
not  far  from  the  junction  of  the  Lugg  and  Wye. 
Some  years  ago  the  former  river  was  stocked  with 
Levenensis  by  Mr.  Arkwright,  the  present  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of  Herefordshire.  The  fish  was  in  splendid 
condition.  The  minnow — an  ordinary  silver  bait — 
was  being  used  for  salmon,  of  which  Mr.  Wheeler 
has  had  several  lately. 


The  Silver  Trouts  dine  at  the  Hummums  Hotel, 
Covent  Garden,  on  April  21.  On  the  same  night, 
Mr.  Powlos  West  will  give  one  of  liis  famous  lectures 
before  tne  members  of  the  Gresham,  entitled 
"Anglers'  Yarns."  The  City  of  London  Piscatorials 
have  an  outing  to  Leigh,  when  Mr.  Fosbrooke  will 
make  all  possible  arrangements  for  the  comfort  of 
members.  The  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials'  annual 
general  meeting  takes  place  on  the  2 1st,  and  their 
dinner  on  the  28th.  On  the  20th,  the  Anchor  and 
Hope  wjll  have  a  visit  on  the  S.  L.  A.  U.  V.  list. 
The  Oglanders,  Clapham  Strollers,  and  North-East 
Brothers  will  also  "dine"  in  April.  The  Walham 
Green  anglers  dine  on  April  29,  and  in  May  have 
decided  to  hold  a  grand  concert  in  the  Fulham 
Town  Hall  in  aid  of  the  T.  A.  P.  S.  funds. 


A  farmer's  dog  that  had  been  found  obtaining 
food  by  false  pretences,  says  the  Shooting  Times, 
was  extremely  fond  of  biscuits,  and  had  been  taught 
by  his  owner  to  go  after  them  himself,  carrying  a 


written  order  in  his  mouth.  Day  after  day  he 
appeared  at  the  bakery  with  his  master's  order,  and 
by-and-bye  the  shopman  became  careless  about  read- 
ing the  document.  Finally,  when  settlement  day 
came,  the  farmer  complained  that  he  was  charged 
with  more  biscuits  than  he  had  ordered.  The 
baker  w'as  surprised,  and  the  next  time  the  dog 
came  in  with  a  slip  of  paper  between  his  teeth  he 
took  the  trouble  to  look  at  it.  The  paper  was 
blank,  and  further  investigation  showed  that  when- 
ever the  dog  felt  a  craving  for  biscuit  he  looked 
around  for  a  piece  of  paper  and  trotted  off  with  it 
to  the  shop,  getting  goods  on  credit  and  with 
unsigned  orders. 


The  following  item  from  the  Manchester  Evening 
News  is  duly  vouched  for,  and  is  of  great  interest 
to  anglers  : — "  Three  years  ago  a  small  aquarium 
was  stored,  together  with  other  furniture,  in  a  well- 
known  repository.  During  the  whole  of  that  time 
it  has  not  received  any  attention,  or  in  fact  been 
seen.  Quite  recently  it  was  once  more  brought  to 
light,  and  in  addition  to  the  usual  weeds  and  insect 
life  one  small  gold  fish  was  found  in  a  perfectly 
healthy  condition.  Tenacity  of  life  in  carp  fish  is 
thus  again  amply  demonstrated."  [No  necessity  for 
goldfish  to  drink  between  meals  !] 


The  angler  sits  him  down  just  now 
To  rest  from  fishin'  hard  all  day. 

And  sings  that  same  old  song  of  how 
The  biggest  came  to  get  away. 

Somehow,  in  fishin'  in  life's  sea. 
No  matter  where  we  cast  our  net. 

The  biggest  fish,  to  you  and  me. 
Are  the  choice  few  we  fail  to  get. 

W.  H.  Wilson. 


Ted  Hanger's  innumerable  friends — verily  their 
name  is  legion — will  learn  with  interest  of  the 
marriage  of  his  second  daughter.  Miss  Fanny 
Hanger,  to  Mr.  Harold  Grant.  The  happy  event 
took  place  at  Walmer  Church  on  Saturday  last,  and 
though  the  matter  was  kept  very  quiet  sea  angling 
was  naturally  well  represented  at  the  ceremony.  It 
is  needless  to  assure  our  old  friend  that  the  best 
wishes  of  all  anglers,  fresh  as  well  as  salt  water 
fishermen,  go  with  the  young  couple  to  their  new 
home. 


I  VERY  nearly  went  to  Deal  myself  for  the 
holidays,  but  "  a  man  can't  be  in  two  places  at  once, 
barrin'  he's  a  bird  "  ;  but  if  I  had  known  of  the 
interesting  ceremony  I  should  have  been  there  or 
thereabouts,  and  if  I  couldn't  have  fished  I  would 
have  gone  for  a  sail,  and  inquired  if  my  well-meant 
advice  to  the  boatman  who  took  me  out  at  competi- 
tion time  to  have  his  stern  sheets  well  aired,  and 
replace  them  with  blankets  in  cold  weather,  as  well 
as  to  purchase  a  few  new  scuppers,  had  been  acted 
upon. 


Notwithstanding  the  strong  wind  and  heavy 
sea  on  Tuesday,  Mrs.  Hussey  steered  the  galley 
punt  Oipsy  Queen,  with  her  husband  and  Mr.  T. 
Roberts  (our  gold  medalUst)  on  board,  from  Deal 
Beach  to  Broadstairs  and  back.  Although  at  one 
time  the  squall  was  so  violent  that  the  boatmen, 
Harry  and  Johnny  Marsh,  found  it  necessary  to 
down  ^the  sail,  she  never  relinquished  the  tiller — 
a  rather  notable  performance  for  any  amateur  boat- 
man, but  especially  so  for  a  lady.  Mrs.  Hussey 
seems  to  be  as  smart  with  the  tiller  as  she  undoubt- 
edly is  with  the  sea  fishing  rod. 


It  may  not  be  generally  known  how  useful  the 
great  woodpecker  is  in  the  pleasure-ground.  It  is 
usually  seen  in  trees,  particularly  old  trees,  such  as 
elm  and  oak.  It  devours  large  numbers  of  injurious 
insects  besides  those  which  prey  upon  trees.  It  is 
naturally  a  shy  bird,  therefore  where  it  is  desired  to 
encourage  it  the  gun  should  not  be  used.  A  writer 
in  the  Garden  says  :  "  I  have  watched  it  carefully 
about  the  grounds  here  (Cirencester),  and  it  was  a 
long  time  before  I  could  discover  which  insect 
attracted  it  to  certain  parts.  I,  however,  discovered 
at  last  what  it  was  in  search  of,  viz.,  the  leather 
jacket  and  the  cockchafer  grubs.  This  bird  will 
very  quickly  clear  a  lawn  of  these  and  other  insects 
if  not  disturbed." 


The  following  is  one  of  the  stories  told  in  Black 
and  White  Budget  "  Sporting  Yarn  "  competition  : — 
A  sportsman,  whilst  shooting  recently,  had  the 
misfortune  to  wing  one  of  his  keepers  instead  of  a 
bird.  He  called  at  the  wounded  man's  house  on  the 
following  day  to  inquire  how  he  was  progressing. 
"Well,  you  did  pepper  poor  old  Bill  yesterday,  and 
no  mistake,  sir,"  remarked  the  keeper's  wife. 
'■  If  anything  was  to  'appen  to  'im,  I'm  sure  I  don't 


know  what  I  should  do."  "  Oh,  nothing  is  at  all 
likely  to  happen,  as  you  term  it,"  replied  the 
sportsman  cheeringly.  "  In  any  case,  you  will,  of 
course,  look  to  me  for  compensation."  "It  ain't 
exactly  that,  sir,"  rejoined  the  lady;  "but  if  by 
any  chance  Bill  did  pop  off  the  'ooks,  he's  that  full 
o'  shot  that  I'm  bothered  if  I  should  know  whether 
to  bury  'im  or  to  sell  'im  for  old  lead." 


A  French  fish-wife  during  the  period  of  the 
Revolution  attended  the  Opera  on  the  occasion  of 
a  public  fete.  On  hearing  a  choir  perform  she  turned 
to  one  of  her  companions,  saying:  "Just  look  at 
those  rascals !  just  because  it's  a  free  day  they  are 
singing  all  at  once,  in  order  to  do  us  out  of  their 
solos." — John  Bull. 


A  Cornish  correspondent  says  :  "  'Fish,  tin,  and 
copper,'  is  the  motto  of  the  Delectable  Duchy.  In 
the  St.  Ives  division  of  the  county  a  Parliamentary 
election  is  being  waged,  and  the  old  motto  still  ap- 
plies. But  the  '  fish '  which  the  greatest  efforts  are 
being  made  to  catch  consist  of  the  votes  of  the 
electors  ;  '  tin '  finds  a  place  in  all  the  addresses ; 
and  the  nimble  '  copper '  is  still  pursuing  its  role 
of  perpetual  motion,  though  it  does  not  change 
hands  so  freely  as  it  did  in  some  previous  elections." 


Natives  of  the  Torres  Straits  have  an  original 
method  of  killing  fish.  In  places  where  turtles  and 
large  fish  are  wont  to  congregate  they  erect  plat- 
forms, and  as  soon  as  a  great  turtle  or  fish  appears 
the  man  on  the  nearest  platform  throws  a  harpoon 
and  almost  invariably  strikes  the  animal.  After 
this  is  done  one  of  the  other  men  jumps  from  his 
platform  with  a  rope,  which  he  fastens  around  the 
tail  of  the  captured  fish.  One  end  of  this  rope 
remains  tied  to  a  platform,  and  thus  the  fish  or 
turtle  is  soon  safely  secured.  It  is  likely,  however, 
to  plunge  about  a  good  deal,  and,  therefore,  those 
men  who  are  within  reach  of  the  rope  are  obliged  to 
take  care  that  the  fish  does  not  trip  them  up  with  it. 


devresbo  reve  uoy  evaH 
,yarg  ,hsifwarc  eht  taliT 
drawrof  og  ot  redro  nl 
?  yaw  rehto  eht  seoG 
,yas,  dnA 
devresbo  reve  uoy  evaH 
ohw  elpoep  emoS 
yltcaxe  drawrof  oG 
?  od  sehsifwarc  eht  sA 

—N.  Y.  Sun. 


Outside  of  scientific  circles  the  name  of  Andrew 
J.  Stone  is  little  known,  and  yet  he  has  spent  the 
greater  part  of  seven  years  in  the  Arctic  and  sub- 
Arctic  regions,  has  discovered  half  a  dozen  new 
species  of  animals,  and  has  collected  hundreds  of 
specimens  for  the  American  Museum  of  Natural 
History.  Mr.  Stone  makes  his  first  appearance  as  a 
writer  for  a  large  audience  in  the  April  Scribner'a, 
describing  some  of  his  experiences  and  illustrating 
them  from  his  great  collection  of  photographs. 


There  was  once  a  man  who  had  a  private  house 
on  the  Thames,  but  was  not  a  member  of  the 
society  having  charge  of  the  fishing.  Several  times 
he  threw  out  a  line  and  captured  a  big  trout.  Pre- 
sently the  people  in  charge  came  down  on  him,  and 
proceedings  were  taken.  The  excvise  he  offered,was 
that  he  had  a  kitchen  garden  close  to  the  river, 
whore  he  grew  cabbages,  and  that  as  the  trout 
sometimes  came  up  and  took  his  cabbages,  he  did 
not  see  why  he  should  not  return  the  compliment 
and  catch  them. 


"Young  Sea  Fisherman"  wants  to  know  when 
a  knot  is  not  a  knot.  I  therefore  looked  up  my 
"  A  B  C  "  as  I  could  not  tell  him  off-hand,  because 
it  might  mean  to  knit  knots.  However,  he  can  take 
this  or  not,  as  he  thinks  fit.  "  A  knot  is  a  part 
which  is  tied  ;  a  complication  ;  a  knurl  or  a  knar  in 
wood  ;  a  difficulty  ;  a  confederacy  ;  a  cluster  ;  and, 
in  nautical  parlance,  a  division  of  the  log-line — a 
mile."  [Don't  forget  that  a  three-mile  walk  to  your 
fishing  in  England  works  out  to  about  four-and-a- 
half  miles  in  Ireland.] 

*  *  *  *  * 

Then,  again,  a  mile  is  a  measure  of  distance.  A 
mile  equals  320  rods.  Of  course  I  cannot  say  whose 
rods — Aaron's,  Farlow's,  Hardy's,  Foster's,  Miller's, 
Carter's,  Peek's,  Murton's,  Ogden  [and  Scotford's, 
James  Ogden's,  Malloch's,  Whitty's,  Slater's,  Wal- 

bran's,   Bernard's,    Heman's,   Gamage's,  or   

Here,  stop  it !  Let  me  get  a  copy  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flngling  Jiotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  mornmg. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  very  bad  weather  during  the 
holidays,  and  those  who  have  looked  forward  for  a 
pleasant  outing  have  been  sorely  disappointed.  A 
largo  number  of  our  Midland  fishermen  thought  of 
visiting  some  of  their  favourite  trout  streams,  but, 
alas !  the  north  winds  and  the  hail,  rain,  and  snow, 
put  an  end  to  their  expectations,  and  tlie  chief 
resorts  have  been  deserted.  During  the  nights 
we  have  had  frosts  which  have  done  much  to 
interfere  with  the  fruit  prospects.  Previous  to 
this  sudden  change  in  the  atmospheric  arrange- 

'  ments  the  country  began  to  look  lovely,  but 
the  damage  done  to  the  trees  has  been  great, 
and  it  will  be  some  time  before  trout  fishing 
will  be  any  good.    Previous  to  the  cold  weather 

^setting  in  some  good  trout  have  been  taken 
from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Severn.  Sport  has 
also  been  good  on  the  Teme  and  the  Blythe,  the 
fish  taking  the  fly  freely.  The  sub-committee 
appointed  to  revise  the  rules  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  have  finished  their  labours 
and  the  new  rules  will  be  shortly  sent  round 
to  the  whole  of  the  clubs.  Those  clubs  who  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  fishing  their  contests  in  the 
canal  at  Hammerwick  must  in  future  obtain  per- 
mission from  the  Canal  Company  at  Broad- street, 
and  the  members  will  be  charged  ,3d.  each  Sunday 
fishing  will  be  allowed.  Moseley  New  Pools,  which  are 
rented  by  the  Hockley  Piscatorials,  have  been  netted 
again,  the  result  being  that  some  small  perch  were 
the  only  fish  brought  to  the  surface.  The  members  of 
the  club  were  very  disappointed,  but  they  will  likely 
keep  the  water  on  and  restock  it.   The  Uplands  Pool, 

Handsworth,  which  is  rented  by  the  Birmingham 

Piscatorials,  has  been  restocked  with  about  four 

hundred  good  roach. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Holiday  anghng  was  almost  entirely  upset  by 
the  excessively  cold  weather,  and  those  who  had 
anticipated  a  spell  of  trout  fishing  were  doomed  to 
disappointment.  Friday  was  an  exceptionally  nice 
day,  but  on  Saturday  the  wind  veered  round  to  the 
north-east,  and  continued  in  that  quarter  up  to  the 
time  of  wiiting  (Tuesday).  Two  or  three  night 
frosts  have  prevailed,  in  fact  so  sharp  was  it  that 
ice  as  thick  as  a  sixpence  was  formed  on  the  stagnant 
waters  in  exposed  situations.  Under  such  circum- 
stances it  is  not  surprising  that  very  few,  if  any, 
flies  are  to  be  seen  on  the  trout  streams,  and  the 
fish  have  not  displayed  the  shghtest  inclination  to 
rise.  The  few  bottom  fishermen  who  have  tried 
their  luck  have  also  had  a  quiet  time,  and  this 
branch  of  sport,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  has 
proved  equally  unproductive.  Up  to  the  present 
the  season  is  on  all  fours  with  those  of  the  last  two 
years,  when  there  was  scarcely  a  decent  trouting 
day  until  quite  the  end  of  May  or  the  beginning  of 
J  une. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  during  Easter  has  been  very  fair  in  this 
district,  and  the  river  Hull,  Driffield  Canal,  Froding- 
ham  Brook,  and  other  tributaries  are  in  nice  trim 
either  for  fly  or  minnow  fishing,  but  the  weather 
this  week  has  been  very  stormy,  with  hail,  snow, 
rain,  and  bright  svmshine  at  times ;  consequently, 
fly  fishing  has  been  out  of  the  question.  However, 
with  minnow  and  worm  a  few  very  good  fish  have 
been  picked  up  here  and  there  between  Wilfholme 
and  Hull  Bridge,  and  on  March  11,  at  Wilfholme, 
the  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society  opened 
their  season  and  fished  a  match,  Mr.  H.  Edmonds 
carrying  off  first  prize.  The  Hull  Clubs  at  Hull 
Bridge,  Figham,  and  Wawne  also  did  fairly  well. 
The  Clar.-'nce  Angling  Association  mustered  well  at 
Hull  Bridge  on  Jood  Friday,  and  did  fairly  well, 
Mr.  W.  Bogg  being  the  first  prize  winner.  The 
Holderness  Drains,  which  are  under  the  protection 
of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamation,  also  pro- 
duced good  sport  at  the  Easter  matches.  rhe 
County  A.  A.  fished  at  Patrington  Haven  on  Saturday 
(April  11),  Mr.  J.  W.  Turner  weighing  in  31b.  13oz 
for  first  prize. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  new  club  at  Broadheath  is  .prospering,  and 
during  the  Easter  holidays  several  of  the  members 
have  done  well,  Messrs.  Entwistle,  Parker,  and 
Whittle  especially.  The  report  from  the  Bollin  is 
like  an  oasis  in  a  desert,  for  during  Easter  it  has 
fished  remarkably  well.  Good  Iriday  and  the 
day  following  yielded  good  sport,  but  then  the  cold 
snap  spoiled  everything,  and  there,  was  nothing 
but    suffering    to    report.    A    good   many  trout 


weighing  upwards  of  lib.  were  taken.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  effort  to  federate  the 
anglers  of  Warrington  into  one  association  will 
succeed.  United  they  can  do  a  lot,  but  with  three 
separate  interests  pulling  different  ways  progress 
can  only  be  a  very  slow  process.  The  turn  out  of 
rods  from  Liverpool  was  a  large  one,  but  they,  like 
others,  are  not  elated  over  their  sport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Charmed  possibly  by  the  letter  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  April  4  from  Mr.  Miller,  Birmingham,  a  few 
city  rods  went  to  see  the  great  show  in  that  town 
which  included  a  bream  of  13^1b.,  and  a  roach  of  Z^\h. 
The  giant  bream  was  a  sore  point  with  us,  as  we,  in 
our  simple  way,  thought  the  Ardwick  bream  of 
101b.  was  a  wonder.  We  were  very  much  dis- 
appointed in  being  unable  to  see  the  13  J-lb.  specimen, 
so  gave  up  the  search  for  the  3^1b.  roach.  Will 
Mr.  Miller  kindly  say  where  this  wonderful  case  is 
planted  in  the  exhibition.  The  anglers  of  North 
Manchester,  through  Mr.  R.  Mottram,  of  61, 
Moston-lane,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Royal  Walton 
Angling  Society,  have  intimated  their  desire  to  sub- 
scribe towards  a  fund  to  assist  the  five  orphans 
left  by  the  late  Mr.  George  CoJdington,  of  Dogdyke. 
Will  those  who  are  willing  to  in  any  way  assist 
kindly  write  to  Mr.  Mottram.  City  rods  who  have 
been  to  Windermere  do  not  speak  in  ecstasies  of 
their  sport.  Other  city  rods  on  the  Border  rivers 
met,  as  was  thought  certain,  with  good  sport,  trout 
galore  and  a  salmon  thrown  in. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Holiday  anglers  were  handicapped  by  bitterly 
cold  and  extremely  boisterous  winds,  and  few  trout 
on  the  upper  reaches  of  the«Trent  were  taken.  The 
river  had  fined  down  rapidly,  and  with  more 
genial  weather  in  evidence  sport  would  doubtless 
have  been  good  at  such  favourite  resorts  as 
Cavendish  Bridge,  Shardlow,  and  King's  Mills. 
On  the  tributary  Greet  a  capital  start  was  made 
on  Good  Friday  by  Messrs.  T.  Lewis,  C.  Grey,  W. 
Rayson,  and  G.  Clarke,  the  lessees  of  one  of  the 
lower  lengths.  They  were  accompanied  by  a  few 
friends,  and  the  party  accounted  for  over  twenty 
brace,  though  only  the  best  fish  were  retained ;  of 
those  kept  several  exceeded  lilb.  each.  All  were 
creeled  with  worm,  which  have  been  difficult  to 
procure  owing  to  the  coldness  of  the  nights. 
Trout  have  been  caught  on  parts  of  the  Dover 
Beck  and  Smite,  and  Nottingham  sportsmen 
visiting  some  of  the  Derbyshire  streams  have 
returned  with  two  or  three  brace.  The  City 
Wellington  Society  intend  holding  their  annual 
general  meeting  at  headquarters,  the  Wellington 
Hotel,  on  April  29,  when  business  of  considerable 
importance  will  be  transacted.  The  club  dinner  is 
announced  for  the  night  previously  at  the  Spread 
Eagle  Hotel,  when  the  hon.  president.  Sir  Henry 
Bromley,  Bart.,  will  be  present. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  Naburn,  near  York,  on  Saturday  morning, 
a  splendid  salmon  was  caught  in  the  river  Ouse.  It 
weighed  481b.,  and  is  stated  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
fish  of  the  kind  taken  in  the  river  for  many  seasons 
past  ;  the  salmon  was  sent  to  Hull  market.  On 
Easter  Monday  two  York  anglers  made  a  big  haul 
of  pike  in  the  Black  Ox  Club  water  above  the  dam 
at  Grimescar.  Mr.  E.  Robson,  fishing  with  live 
bait,  secured  four  pike  which  weighed  15Jlb.,  and 
Mr.  A.  E.  Wiseman,  also  fishing  with  live  bait, 
landed  four  weighing  IV^lb.,  his  largest  fish 
weighing  exactly  71b.  On  Good  Friday  the 
members  of  the  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling 
Club  held  a  fishing  match  at  Wilfholme,  on  the 
river  Hull,  when  some  decent  catches  were  made. 
H.  Edmonds,  21b.  6 |oz.,  was  first ;  G.  Brown, 
21b.  5dz.,  second;  and  J.  Brown,  21b.  3Joz.,  third. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  very  inclement  weather,  fishing  for 
the  EasDer  holidays  was  almost  a  blank.  I  nave 
only  heard  of  two  anglers  catching  fish,  the  one 
with  the  worm  and  the  other  with  tne  minnow,  and 
they  each  had  a  brace  of  nice  brook  trout  of  good 
size.  On  Tuesday  the  weather  was  better,  and  all 
who  could  were  out,  and  had  very  fair  sport 
indeed,  bottom  fishing  and  with  the  fly — February 
Red,  Red  Palmer,  and  Blue  Dun — being  the  most 
successful.  Last  night  we  had  rain,  and 
to-day  (Wednesday),  the  temperatiu-e  has  been 
very  low,  and  several  rods -are  out  trying  their 
luck.  A  few  salmon  trout  of  good  size  (up  to  4^1b.) 
have  been  taken  in  the  Severn,  under  Diglis  Weir, 
with  the  artificial  minnow,  but  salmon  fishing  is  off. 
Hardly  a  fish  has  been  taken  by  the  local  nets  for 
several  weeks,  and  the  fishmongers  have  had  to  get 
their  supply  from  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Severn. 


ilotes  from  i^c  ^lorf^. 


The  March  Brown  is  the  lure  of  lures  just  now  for 
both  salmon  and  trout,  especially  the  latter.  An 
angler  from  the  West  of  Scotland  tells  me  of  an 
exciting  run  he  had  with  a  101b.  salmon  on  a  6oz. 
trout  rod,  on  a  light  trout  cast,  and  which  he  suc- 
cessfully landed.    It  was  a  rare  bit  of  sport. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Fitzwilliams  arrived  at  the  Ballogie 
Dee  fishings  for  the  season  on  Friday  last,  and  had 
the  good  luck  to  creel  a  salmon  of  91b.  in  the  course 
of  the  evening. 

Baskets  of  from  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  and  a  half  fine- 
conditioned  trout  are  now  being  made  daily  on  the 
Don,  Deveron,  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  side-streams,  but 
under  fair  average  conditions  the  trout  season 
should  now  be  at  its  best  for  the  fly. 


Mr.  Hay  has  been  having  some  excellent  sport  on 
the  Beauly  Castle  waters.  Last  week  he  had 
fourteen  fish,  the  heaviest  scaling  201b. 

A  few  good  fish  are  beirrg  got  on  the  Spey  at 
Aberlour  by  Mr.  Clark,  E aster- Elchies,  and  others. 


There  is  little  inducement  as  yet  for  anglers  to 
visit  the  upper  waters  of  the  Deveron  in  search  of 
trout  or  salmon.  Too  much  snow  water.  It  will 
be  well  into  May  before  it  is  worth  throwing  a  fly 
thereabout. 

There  is  every  prospect  of  an  early  migration  of 
smolts  this  season.  This  is  probably  on  account  of 
the  open  winter. 


Some  heavy  fish  have  been  running  the  Dee 
lately,  and  several  over  201b.  in  weight  have  been 
got  both  to  the  rod  and  in  the  net.  The  average 
weight,  however,  is  nearer  101b.  than  201b.,  and  not 
bad  at  that  if  there  are  plenty  of  them. 

Special  Scotch. 


THE  IRISH  GOVERNMENT  MAKES  A 
FARCE  OF  THE  LAWS  AGAINST 
POACHING. 


At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Board 
of  Fishery  Conservators,  Mr.  A.  Blood-Smyth  pre- 
siding, a  letter  was  read  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  dated  March  6,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hosford,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Conservators,  on  the  subject  of  the  reduction 
of  fishery  fines  on  memorials  to  the  authorities. 

Chairman  :  This  is  in  reply  to  our  resolution  as 
regards  mitigation  of  fines  ? 
The  Secretary  said  "  Yes." 
Chairman  :  It  is  simply  a  printed  form  ? 
The  Secretary  :  That's  all. 

Chairman  :  I  suppose  that  is  all  we  can  expect  to 
get  ? 

The  following  was  read  from  the  Fisheries  Branch 
of  the  Department,  dated  March  10  : — "  Sir, — I  am 
directed  to  state  that  this  Department  have  been 
informed  that  the  memorial  and  papers  in  the  case 
of  Thomas  McNamara,  who  was  convicted  at 
Newport  Petty  Sessions,  on  Nov.  14  last,  for  a 
breach  of  the  Fishery  Laws  and  fuied  in  the  sum  of 
£4,  having  been  laid  before  the  Lord-Lieutenant, 
his  Excellency  has  decided  to  remit  the  fine  imposed 
on  him." 

Chairman  :  Remitted  ? 

The  Secretary  said  "  Yes."  This  w'as  a  case,  he 
continued,  of  attempting  to  take  spawning  fish  with 
a  gaff  at  the  Burnt  Mill,  in  the  Newport  river,  and 
James  Ham'ahan,  for  aiding  and  abetting  the  other 
defendant  on  the  occasion,  was  also  convicted,  and 
the  warrants  executed.  He  went  to  prison,  but  an 
order  had  been  made  discharging  him  therefrom. 
McNamara  was  about  seventeen  years  of  age  and  a 
soldier. 

Chairman  :  Alid  they  remit  it  wholesale  ? 
Mr.  M'Inerney  :  It  is  useless  for  us  to  proceed. 
Chairman  :  I  think  our  proper  course  would  be 
simply  to  refuse  to  prosecute  in  the  future. 

Secretary  :  You  cannot  do  that.  The  judge  de- 
cided in  Dublin  that  the  Board  of  Conservators  are 
trustees  for  the  enforcement  of  the  fishery  laws. 

Chairman  :  We  are  not  bound  

Secretary  :  You  are  bound  to"  do  it.  The  matter 
came  up  here  before,  some  years  ago,  and  it  was 
settled  in  Dublin  by  the  late  Mr.  Justice  O'Brien. 
According  to  that  decision  you  cannot  do  what 
the  Chairman  proposes. 

Chairman  :  We  are  not  bound  to  employ  water 
bailiffs  and  paj'  them  money,  and  be  laughed  at 
by  the  whole  country. 
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Secretary  :  I  tliink  it  only  right  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  point. 

Chairman  :  We  are  a  small  Board,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  adjourn  the  matter. 

Mr.  M'lnerney  remarked  that  the  fines  were 
remitted  in  the  case  of  country  poachers  who  were 
convicted  of  gaffing  fish,  but  if  a  Limerick  man  was 
looking  for  a  fish  to  support  his  family  he  was  fined, 
and  it  was  not  remitted. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  Department  seemed 
to  think  that  gaffing  spawning  fish  did  no  harm  at 
all,  but  it  was  far  worse  than  catching  a  salmon. 

Secretary  :  I  am  satisfied  it  is  not  the  Department 
at  all.    I'd  suggest  to  adjourn  the  matter. 

Chairman  :  Yes,  we  are  too  small  a  Board. 

Secretary  :  That  is  not  my  reason.  I  have 
another. 

Chairman  :  I  have  a  suggestion  to  make,  and  that 
is  that  we  take  no  further  notice  of  this  class  of 
poaching  at  all. 

Mr.  M'lnerney  :  I  agree  with  you. 

Chairman  :  Withdraw  ovir  bailifis  and  send  them 
somewhere  else. 

Mr,  Sandes,  J.P.,  remarked  that  the  gaffing  of 
spawning  fish  was  a  most  serious  thing. 

Chairman  :  I  agree  with  you.  We  will  let  the 
matter  lie  till  the  next  day,  when  we  will  have  a 
fuller  attendance. 

Secretary  :  You  will  have  more  than  that. 

Chairman  :   I'd  strongly  be  in  favour  of  putting 
in  a  notice  of  motion  that  we  withdraw  oui-  bailifis 
off  these  upper  rivers  altogether. 
I     Secretary  :  That  would  be  for  the  winter  season. 

Chairman  :  Yes,  when  the  Department  take  no 
notice  at  all  of  the  gaffing  of  fish. 


THE   YORKSHIRE   FISHERY  BOARD 
AND  THE  COARSE  FISH. 


"  At  last  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  has  done 
what  it  ought  to  have  done  years  ago.  However, 
better  late  than  never ;  and  the  following  circular 
issued  by  them  embodies  exactly  what  I  have  tried 
to  point  out  for  years,  as  the  regular  readers  of  this 
column  know  full  well : — 

"  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board, 
"1,  Market-street,  York,  March  3,  1903. 
f  "  DeakSib, — There  appears  to  be  a  strong  feeling 
in  this  neighbourhood  that  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  (which  is  a  Fishery  Board  for  all  purposes) 
should  apply  its  powers  for  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  fresh-water  fish. 

"It  is  illegal  to  apply  the  funds  derived  from  the 
sale  of  salmon  and  trout  licences  for  other  purposes 
than  those  relating  to  salmon  and  trout. 

"  My  Board  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  the 
feeling  of  coarse  fish  anglers  in  Yorkshire  would  be 
in  favour  of  a  universal  rod  licence  of,  say.  Is.  for 
the  taking  of  fresh-water  fish  during  the  season. 
This  would  enable  the  Board  to  administer  the 
statutes  relating  to  fresh-water  fish  as  tliey  do  those 
referring  to  salmon  and  trout.  I  should  like  a 
reply,  if  possible,  by  Sat  urday  morning  next,  when 
I  have  a  committee  meeting. — Yours  faithfully, 

"J.  Edmund  Jones,  Secretary. 
^  "  Now,  both  Capt.  Key  and  myself  have  told  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  for  years  that  if  they 
adopted  the  plan  suggested  in  the  above  circular 
there  would  be  an  end  at  once  to  all  the  friction 
that  has  existed.  The  annual  grant  of  yearling 
trout  is  not  what  the  coarse  fishermen  desire.  They 
want  their  favourite  haunts,  such  as  Tadcaster, 
Ulleskelf,  Brafferton,  Tt  pcliffe,  and  many  other 
places  that  I  could  name,  stocked  with  coarse  fish. 
If  this  is  carried  out  by  such  a  simple  method  as 
changing  the  title  of  the  licence,  I  trust  that  the 
Board  will  lose  no  time  in  doing  so,  and  then  will 
come  peace." — Halcyon  in  weekly  edition  of  the 
Leeds  Mercury. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS^ 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56.  Chancery-lane.  London,  E.C. 
19,236.    Fishing.    H.  Benford,  Russia.  Swivels.— 
A  number  of  hollow  metal  beds  are  con- 
nected by  butt-ended  wires.  Washers 
may  be  interposed. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 

FOOD  OF  SALMON. 

My  dear  Marston, — This  is  a  most  interesting 
question.  As  J.  Macdonald  remarks,  animals  do 
not  take  the  colour  of  their  flesh  from  the  colour  of 
their  food.  Have  we  any  good  reason  to  suppose 
that  fish  do  ? 

Shrimps  and  prawns  have  very  little  colour  in 
their  natural  state.  The  salmon  is  a  cold-blooded 
creature,  and  his  internal  structure  cannot  surely 
be  hot  enough  to  give  the  shrimps  and  prawns  that 
lovely  pink  colour  that  boiling  water  lends  them. 

No  doubt  salmon  eat  herrings  freely,  and  herrings 
eat  "madre"  freely,  which  fills  them  with  "an 
anchovy-sauce  coloured  mass,"  but  I  never  saw  a 
fresh  herring  with  any  highly-coloured  flesh  (I  do 
not  forget  red  herrings — they,  I  know,  do  not  owe 
their  colour  to  "madre  "  or  any  kind  of  food) ;  and 
even  if  salmon  do  eat  "  madre,"  why  should  it  give 
them  a  red  colour  when  it  does  not  do  so  to  the 
herring  ?  My  notion  is  that  salmon  and  trout  (at 
least,  some  kinds  of  trout)  take  a  rich  salmon  colour 
■w  henever  they  have  an  abundance  and  variety  of 
food  which  suits  them.  My  reason  for  thinking  this 
is  that  I  once  caught  a  few  trout  out  of  a  stream,  in 
which  there  never  had  been  one  known  to  show  the 
slightest  tinge  of  pink  in  its  flesh,  and  put  them  into 
a  small  pond.  There  was  abundance  of  food  for 
them,  specialh'  all  kinds  of  flies.  Thej'  grew  very 
rapidly,  and  eleven  months  after  I  had  put  them 
in  the  pond  I  caught  a  few  of  them.  Their  flesh  was 
almost  as  deep  in  colour  as  that  of  a  good  salmon. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  Hevit. 

[Perhaps  the  most  curious  thing  in  connection 
with  the  colour  of  the  flesh  of  fish  is  that  it  appears 
onli/  those  of  the  salmon  family  have  pink  or  red 
flesh,  and  not  all  those. — Ed.] 

"RECORDS  OF  LARGE  FISH." 
Dear  Sir, — The  fish  I  referred  to  in  our  inter- 
view yesterday  as  caught  by  us  this  season  are  : — 

1902. 

November  (near  Horley,  Surrey)  :  Perch,  2|lb. 
June  23  or  24  (Ravensthorpe,  Northants)  :  Forty 

rudd,  461b.,  all  on  fly,  best  nearly  2Ib. 
July  (Ravensthorpe,  Northants)  :  Forty-five  rudd, 

501b.,  all  on  fly,  best  nearly  21b. 
July  (Ravensthorpe,  Northants)  :  Eighty-six  rudd, 

901b — three  hours'  fishing  on  fly,  one  rod,  best 

nearly  21b. 

1903. 

Feb.  19  (near  Devizes)  :  Pike,  311b.  (spinning  with 

preserved  dace),  length  46in.,  girth  24in. 
Fob.  20  (near  Chippenhani)  :  Seventy  fish,  two  rods, 

all  spinning,  best  IS^lb. 
March  12  (near  Horley,  Surrey)  :  Perch,  21b.  12oz. 

and  31b.  4oz.,  spinning  for  pike  with  preserved 

dace. 

These  are  the  incidents  I  referred  to. — Yours  truly, 
April  7.  Thornton. 

STOCKING  BUTTERMERE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  first  portion  of  the  preliminary 
stocking  for  Buttermere  is  being  put  in  this  week, 
consisting  of  about  7000  fine  yearling  trout, 
averaging  Sin.  to  6in.  As  a  number  of  men  who  wish 
to  take  rods  on  this  water  are  doubtful  whether  they 
may  be  able  to  retain  them  more  than  a  few  years 
they  reasonably  object  to  the  entrance  fee.  To 
meet  their  views  I  have  decided  to  abolish  the 
entrance  fee  and  to  slightly  increase  the  season's 
price  for  a  rod  to  £12.  I  hope  presently  to  send  you 
particulars  of  some  baskets  of  fish  from  this  water. 
—Yours  truly,  Harold  Jackson. 

The  Oakenclough  Fishery, 
Garstang,  Lancashire, 
April  7. 

THE   RIVER  COQUET. 

Dear  Sir, — On  the  principle  probably  that  silence 
is  golden  no  reply,  contradictory  or  otherwise,  has 
been  given  to  my  letter,  which  you  were  good  enough 


to  insert  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  7,  and  in 
which  I  suggested  that  the  reports  as  to  clean  salmon 
having  been  taken  in  the  Coquet  early  in  February 
were  open  to  doubt. 

Mr.  Harbottle's  letter  in  your  issue  of  April  11, 
however,  bears  on  the  subject,  and  confirms  my 
suspicion  that  the  clean  fish  alleged  to  have  been 
caught  early  in  February  (especially,  say,  the  thirty- 
three  bull  trout  reported  by  your  Tyne  correspon- 
dent in  your  paper  of  the  21st  of  that  month)  were 
nothing  but  kelts.  These  unseasonable  fish  will, 
as  you  know,  take  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  fly 
with  a  bit  of  tinsel  on  it,  and  this  sort  of  fishing  is, 
strange  to  say,  apparently  permitted  on  the  Coquet, 
and  the  result  chronicled  as  sport. 

I  am  gratified  to  learn  on  such  good  authority  as 
Mr.  Harbottle's  that  there  are  some  true  salmon  in 
the  Coquet,  and  hope  that  his  anticipation  of  an 
increased  stock  may  be  fully  realised.  There  is,  a 
think,  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be,  and  all  lovers 
of  that  delightful  stream  will  rejoice  should  it  again 
become  stocked  with  a  fair  proportion  of  Salmo 
salar.  It  once  was  I  was  often  told  by  old  Coquet 
anglers  with  whom  I  conversed  more  than  half  a 
century  since,  and  whose  recollection  went  back  as 
far.  They  ascribed  the  gradual  disappearance  of 
the  fish  to  the  construction  of  the  harbour  at  Amble, 
though  that  may  not  have  been  the  real  or  only 
cause.  Probably  it  was  due  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  inability  of  the  fish  to  ascend  the  river  owing  to 
the  locks  at  Warkworth  being,  at  that  time,  kept 
closed  at  the  upper  end  all  the  season,  and  to  their 
wholesale  capture  therein,  whereby  the  stock  became 
gradually  reduced  and  ultimately  exhausted. — 
Yours  truly.  Dubitator. 

PERCH  OVA  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  six  months  ago  I  sent  to  a  firm 
advertising  in  Fishing  Gazette  5s.  for  a  few  dozen  of 
perch  ova.  They  replied  it  was  not  time  of  year  to 
send  them,  retained  my  5s.,  and  promised,  when 
proper  time  arrived,  they  would  send  them.  I 
entirely  forget  name  of  the  firm.  I  feel  sure  it  is  . 
only  forgetfulness  on  part  of  the  firm  from  whom  I 
ordered,  but  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  them. — 
Yours  truly,  Charles  J.  Hill. 

Belmont  Lodge,  Ferrybank, 
Waterford.s 

BREADALBANE   ARMS  HOTEL  AND 
FISHINGS. 

Dear  Sir,. — With  reference  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
A.  Grimble,  on  page  246  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
I  beg  to  mention  that  he  is  in  error  regarding  the 
fishings  connected  with  this  hotel.  There  has  been 
no  change  in  these  for  the  last  sixteen  years.  They 
consist  of  a  beautiful  stretch  of  the  River  Tay, 
yielding  both  salmon  and  trout,  and  a  nice  trouting 
loch,  called  Loch-na-Craig.  Both  river  and  loch  are 
reserved  for  the  hotel  guests,  who  have  the  use  of 
boats  free.  A  correction  in  your  next  issue  will 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  Alex.  Nicol. 

EASTER  STONE  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  heard  of  a  few  Stone  Flies 
being  found  on  the  Wharfe  during  the  week,  and  I 
enclose  you  one  of  three  I  picked  up  on  the  Yore 
on  Good  Friday.  I  fished  the  other  two,  but 
the  trout,  although  rising  freely  at  the  little 
Brown,  would  not  look  at  Perla  bicaudata.  The 
finding  of  the  fly  so  early  as  April  (for  it  seldom 
hatches  out  until  the  end  of  May  or  first  week  in 
June)  set  me  hunting  for  the  larva  or  Creeper, 
and  I  found  it  plentiful  and  well  developed,  and  if 
any  of  your  readers  wish  to  introduce  this  splendid 
trout  food  into  their  fisheries  they  should  lose  no 
time  in  ordering  a  few  thousand. — Yours  truly, 

J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 


LOWER  STOUR  FISHERY. 
Dear  Sir, — The  armual  restocking  of  the  water. 
Barton  Mills  to  Sturry,  took  place  last  week,  when 
as  fine  a  lot  of  trouc  as  were  ever  turned  out  from 
the  nursery  were  put  into  this  stretch  of  water. 
Most  of  them  were  fully  12  inches,  which,  together 
with  the  stock  of  last  year  (which  owing  to  the 
extreme  lowness  of  the  water  were  scarcely  fished). 


Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 


HAVE    STILL   TO    CLEAR   A  FEW 


YEARLINGS,  also  11  to  12  inch  two-year-olds  and  1  lb.  to  2  lb.  TROUT, 

SURPLUS  STOCK.      See  also  advertisement  on  com. 
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should  give  us  a  good  stock  for  the  present  season, 
It  is  many  years  since  we  had  such  a  fine  body  of 
water  as  at  the  present  time,  and,  given  decent 
weather,  an  early  start  should  be  made  ;  altogether 
the  prospects  for  the  season  are  encouraging.- 
Yours  truly,  Kentish  Stouk. 

P.S. — There  is  one  rod  vacant  out  of  the  eight  in 
our  two  miles. 


[CREEL  WITH  LUNCH  DIVISION. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Saturday  last  "  C.D.F.' 
under  the  above  heading  describes  a  division  whicl 
we  have  been  fitting  to  our  creels  for  some  time 
past,  and  which  is  greatly  appreciated  by  anglers; 
but  there  is  this  difference — when  "C.D.F.'s"  division 
is  made  of  zinc  and  is  removable,  ours  is  made  of 
willow  and  is  hinged  at  one  end,  so  that  if  desired  it 
can  be  dropped  down  and  does  not  prevent  the 
creel  from  being  filled  right  up  to  the  top  with  fish 
if  necessary.  "  C.  D.  F.  "  has  omitted  to  say  that  a 
creel  with  hole  at  one  end  of  lid  is  absolutely 
necessary  before  these  divisions  can  be  used. 

Being  actual  makers  of  creels,  if  "  C.D.F."  has  any 
improvements  he  would  like  worked  out  we  will  do 
them  with  pleasure  in  either  zinc  or  wicker. — Yours 
truly,  Peter  Alison,  Manager, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Department, 
Guillaume  Limited,  Redditch. 

[Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  have  for  many  years 
made  creels  with  partitions  for  lunch,  etc.,  and  so 
I  believe  have  other  makers. — Ed.] 


BARBEL  IN  THE  RIVER  VYRNWY. 
Deab  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  say  whether  barbel  have  ever  been  taken 
from  the  river  Vymwy,  in  Wales,  and  oblige. — 
Yours  truly,  G.  H.  J. 


FISHING  AND  BOATING  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

Dear  Sib, — Would  one  of  your  numerous  readers 
kindly  give  me  some  information  as  to  the  river 
and  lake  fishing  and  boating  of  California  ?  The 
same  would  be  gratefully  received  by— Yours 
truly.  Piscatorial. 


COLLAPSIBLE  FISH  BOXES. 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of 
your  numerous  readers  could  tell  me  where  to  pro- 
cure at  a  reasonable  price  collapsible  cardboard 
boxes  for  sending  trout  by  post.  I  require  them 
to  hold  about  31b. — Yours  truly,       Tbout  Box. 

[I  believe  the  registered  boxes  are  supplied  by 
Messrs  Farlow  &  Co.,  and  are  the  only  boxes  of 
the  kind. — Ed.] 

EFFECT   OF  MOONLIGHT   NIGHTS  ON 
ANGLERS'  BASKETS. 

Deab  Sir, — The  result  of  my  experience  in  fishing 
at  night  is  this,  that  the  darker  the  night  the  better 
the  fishing.  By  a  dark  night  I  do  not  mean  simply 
a  cloudy  one,  but  a  night  when  the  moon  is  not  up 
and  when  in  addition  it  is  cloudy. 

A  friend  of  mine,  likewise  an  angler,  who  spent 
several  years  in  South  America,  told  me  precisely 
the  same  thing  of  his  experience  there,  and  told  me 
likewise  that  the  native  fishermen  who  fished  for 
market  never  fished  on  moonlight  nights  unless 
they  were  absolutely  obliged,  because  they  caught 
so  few  fish,  and  those  they  did  catch  would  not  keep 
sweet  for  the  same  length  of  time. — Yours  truly, 

Henry  Tisley. 

FISHING  IN  THE  ISLAND  OF  ARRAN. 
^  Dear  Sir, — Could  any  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  give  me  any  information  both  as  to  sea  and 
trout  fishing  in  the  Island  of  Arran  ?  Is  there  any 
chance  of  coming  across  sea-trout  at  the  mouths  of 
some  of  the  streams  there  in  June  ?  What  flies 
take  best  as  a  rule  about  that  time  ?  I  am  thinking 
of  spending  the  month  of  June  there,  and  thought 
some  of  my  fellow  readers  of  your  excellent  journal 
might  be  able  to  supply  the  information. — Yours 
truly,  Liverpudlian. 

FLOATING  LONG  LINE  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "J.  C.  W."  there  are  so 
many  ways  of  fitting  floating  lines  or  trots  that  it 
would  take  up  too  much  space  in  your  paper,  but  if 
your  correspondent  would  write  me  direct  I  should 
he  very  pleased  to  give  him  all  the  information  he 
desires,  as  I  presume  he  wishes  to  mount  the  line 
himself. — Yours  truly,  William  Heabdee. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


country.  I  should  much  like  to  find  fishing  quarter 
where  I  could  spend  six  weeks  or  more.  If  one  could 
help  me  and  would  add  a  few  hints  as  to  the  route 
to  the  place  he  would  recommend,  and  would  give 
an  idea  as  to  the  expense  of  a  visit,  I  should  be  very 
grateful. — Yours  faithfully.        Fly  Fisherman, 

FISHING  NEAR  POITIERS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  concerning  possibilities  of  fly 
fishing  on  the  Gastempe,  near  Poitiers,  France, 
or  in  the  neighbourhood  in  July  or  August. — Your 
truly,  E.  H.  Hemming 


TROUT  FISHING  QUARTERS  IN  NORWAY 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  desirous  of  spending  a 
summer's  holiday  in  Norway,  Being  a  fly  fisherman 
in  a  small  way,  I  wish  to  hear  of  a  place  where  I 
could  enjoy  trout  fishing  in  a  quiet  part  of  the 


FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND  IN   JULY  OR 
AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform 
me  whether  the  fishing  in  the  Avon  at  Tomintoul 
Scotland,  is  good  enough  to  spend  the  month 
July  or  August  there  ?  I  should  be  satisfied  with 
-|lb.  to  lib.  trout. — Yours  truly, 

BeDFORDIENSIS  StTM. 

ON  WATERPROOFED  LINES. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  remarks  in  "  Occasional  Notes 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  21  on  this  subject 
will,  I  hope,  be  provocative  of  a  mild  and  interesting 
discussion,  and  should  afford  a  field  for  experiments 
that  probably  would  lead  to  the  obtaining  of  useful 
practical  information  in  their  results. 

The  statement  made  by  the  correspondent  to 
the  Deutsche  Angler -Zeitunq  regarding  the  deto 
riorating  effects  of  linseed  oil  on  lines  is  a  bit  of  an 
eye-opener  to  me,  as  I  always  was  under  the 
impression  that  piu-e  linseed  oil  was  harmless.  Of 
course  if  the  temperature  of  the  oil  were  raised  to 
the  feather-singeing  degree,  or  driers  or  impure  oil 
employed,  one  might  be  prepared  for  such  a  result 
Anyhow,  as  I  observed  before,  I  consider  the  subject 
well  worth  experimenting  on,  and  intend  devoting 
a  little  of  my  spare  time  to  it.  Roughly  speaking, 
intend  employing  such  agents  as  raw  and  boiled 
pure  linseed  oil,  deer  fat,  vaseline,  etc.  ;  and  if  you 
have  the  luck  to  run  against  any  Marsol,  perhaps 
you  will  kindly  lasso  it  for  me  and  send  it  along — 
handcuffed  securely,  as  I  don't  know  what  sort  of  a 
wild  beast  it  may  be — and  I  will  include  him,  her, 
or  it  in  the  experiment, 

Happy  thought  !  Perhaps  you  could  enlist  the 
services  of  the  Dragnet,  should  the  lasso  be  out  of 
repair,  or  your  good  right  hand  have  lost  its 
cunning. 

Personally,  I  have  given  up  using  waterproofed 
lines,  and  reverted  to  the  undressed  ones  and  deer 
fat,  or  rather  tallow,  which  is  much  the  same  thing, 
if  not  the  identical,  I  take  it. 

My  modus  operandi  may  be  of  a  little  interest  to 
a  few  of  your  merest  tyros.  I  procure  an  old  tin 
with  tightly-fitting  lid,  one  of  those  in  which  ready 
mixed  paint  is  sold  will  do,  provided  it  is  clean 
into  this  I  break  a  tallow  candle  or  two,  and  when 
melted  remove  the  wicks,  place  in  it  the  new  line 
neatly  coiled,  and  allow  it  to  stand  in  a  warm  place 
for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Then  I  squeeze  out  all  superfluous  fat  and 
wind  on  reel.  Before  using  for  the  first  time,  it  is 
as  well  to  remove  any  further  superfluity  with  a 
piece  of  cloth.  At  the  end  of  the  season  I  invariably 
wash  and  dry  all  my  lines  and  renew  the  bath.  Of 
course  they  get  a  touch  of  fat  now  and  again  while 
in  vise. 

One  little  wrinkle  before  I  conclude.  I  always 
e  plain  wooden  stoppers  for  my  rods.  These 
stoppers  are  kept  well  smeared  with  tallow — I 
mean  the  part  that  is  inserted  into  the  ferrule — and 
such  a  thing  as  a  "  stuck  joint  "  is  now  unknown 
to  me. 

I  trust  that  you  will  accept  my  apology  for 
troubling  you  with  such  apparently  trifling  matters, 
but  it  occasionally  happens  that  the  attention  to 
neglecting  such  trifles  goes  far  towards  the 
making  or  marring  of  a  pleasant  day's  snort. — 
Yours  truly,  X.  S.  R. 

THE  STIFFKEY  (NORFOLK)   AS  A  TROUT 
RIVER. 

Dear  Sir. — Could  any  of  your  numerous  sub- 
scribers kindly  give  me  particulars  as  to  fishins  in 
the  above  river,  and  oblige. — Yours  truly,  W. 


DESTROYING  HERONS. 

Dear  Sib, — Replying  to  yoiu"  correspondent 
"  Gammarus,"  I  have  Conclusive  evidence  that 
trapping  is  far  and  away  the  most  effective  method 
of  destroying  these  ruinous  pests  on  a  trout  stream 
or  pond.  One  man  with  a  liberal  supply  of  traps 
(the  ordinary  steel  gin)  will  kill  more  than  an  army 
of  men  with  guns.  Their  landing-places  are  easily 
distinguished  by  the  footprints  on  the  shallows  ;  the 
trap  should,  therefore,  be  placed  lightly  covered 


with  sand  under  not  more  than  two  or  three  Inches 
of  water.  For  several  years  past  they  have  boen 
very  destructive  in  this  and  adjoining  counties,  and 
it  is  to  the  interest  of  all  concerned  that  the  best 
means  of  destruction  should  be  more  widely  known. 
—Yours  truly,  James  Ogden. 

28,  Winchcomb-street, 
Cheltenham. 

SOME   QUERIES   RE  IRISH  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
answer  the  following  questions  ? — (1)  Do  the  trout 
rise  well  to  the  fly  on  Lough  Mask  ;  (2)  what  size 
do  they  average  ;  (3)  how  many  trout  per  day  woule 
be  an  average  catch  ?  I  am  not  thinking  of  thd 
May  Fly  dapping  .season.  I  asked  those  questions 
of  an  Irishman,  and  he  very  kindly  answered  me, 
but  I  still  remain  puzzled,  as  he  said  in  answer  to 
No.  1,  "  They  do  in  the  season,"  but  in  answer 
to  No.  3  said  an  average  bag  would  be  "  four  or 
about." 

These  answers  appear  to  be  contradictory.  You 
may  be  interested  to  learn  that  the  Sussex  Pisca- 
torial Society  has  in  its  library  a  complete  set  oi 
Fishing  Gazettes,  from  the  first  number  to  the  last. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  F.  Booth. 

FISHING  AT  BALLYNAHIKCH. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  let  me  have 
the  benefit  of  their  experiences  at  Ballynahinch,  or 
on  the  river  Errive  and  lakes  near  Aasleagh, 
CO.  Mayo,  during  the  latter  half  of  August  and  Sep- 
tember. Is  it  too  late  then  to  hope  for  good  sport 
with  grilse  and  sea-trout  ? — Yours  truly. 

Enquirer. 

RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  dropped  into  my  friend  "  L.'s  " 
shop  a  day  or  two  ago'  to  see  about  getting  a  pair  of 
tongs  for  Mrs.  M.,  when  I  happened  to  see  what 
looked  uncommonly  like  a  split  cane  rod  hanging 
in  his  window  among  driving- whips,  saws,  straps, 
and  other  goods  that  lent  themselves  easily  to  this 
method  of  display.  "  Do  you  mean  to  say  that's  a 
split  cane  rod  you  have  there  ?  "  I  inquired  with  no 
little  surprise,  and  then  I  learned  that  not  only  had 
he  such  a  rod,  but  he  had  already  sold  one,  and  he 
hoped  to  do  more  business  in  the  same  line  this  ap- 
proaching season. 

By  this  time  I  had  the  rod  mounted,  and  was 
trying  it  in  the  roomy  shop,  and  foimd  it  nicely 
balanced,  beautifully  finished,  and  mounted,  and, 
so  far  as  I  could  see,  in  no  way  inferior  to  the  finest 
weapons  of  our  classic  houses.  It  was  11  ft.,  and  the 
price  was  one  guinea.  The  rod  he  had  sold  was  only 
10ft.  in  length,  the  price  was  10s.,  and  the  purchaser 
had  since  been  in  and  said  how  much  he  was  pleased 
with  it.  However,  as  it  had  only  been  in  use  a  few 
weeks  this  perhaps  does  not  count  for  much. 

\\nien  I  see  a  rod  at  £10,  or  a  gun  at  £100,  offered 
for  sale  by  some  well-known  firms,  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  dream  of  saying  one  word  against  it,  but 
still  I  am  moralist  enough  to  think  and  believe  that 
every  potential  purchaser  of  these  articles  should 
have  a  right  and  sufficient  and  exhaustive  appre- 
hension and  understanding  of  what  it  really  and 
ruly  is  that  these  very  substantial  prices  secure 
or  him.  What,  for  instance,  would  I  have  failed  to 
secure  for  my  21s.  if  I  had  bought  "  L.'s  "  rod. 

If  I  am  told  the  stuff  of  which  the  rod  is  made  is 
bad,  I  at  once  deny  it,  for  in  the  first  place  all  canes 
are  alike,  and  the  cost  price  to  the  manufacturer  of 
the  cane  required  to  build  a  12ft.  or  14ft.  rod  may  be 
2s.  6d.  or  3s.,  so  that  I  fail  to  see  the  probability  of 
the  cheap  man  going  in  for  bad  cane  even  if  he  could 
get  it.  He  might  make  6d.  on  it  perhaps,  but  the 
point  is  not  worth  labouring.  Similarly  the  cost 
price  of  the  "  metal  "  of  our  £100  gim  is,  perhaps. 
Is.,  and,  in  fact,  the  mere  material  is  no  more  than 
the  canvas  to  the  picture  or  the  rude  marble  to  the 
breathing  statue.  Nor  is  this  all.  The  worse  the 
material  the  more  the  artist  should  charge  if  his 
work  is  at  all  presentable.  The  man  who  can  make 
me  even  a  "  sort  of  split  cane  "  rod,  as  the  Lord 
Chancellor  would  call  it,  out  of  a  parcel  of  cabbage 
stalks  obviously  deserves  a  fancy  price  for  his  pains. 
No,  there  is  nothing  in  the  material  !  It  must  be 
the  workmanship,  if  anything,  that  I  have  to  go 
without,  but  what  it  was  the  workman  failed  to  do 
did  badly  it  passes  my  wit  to  discover.  The 
sections  were  fitted  admirably,  the  cement  or  other 
binding  material  was  scarcely  the  weak  point. 
Where,  then,  does  the  thing  come  in  ?  I  give  it  up, 
but  I  should  like  to  be  sure,  just  before  I  die, 
whether  a  perfectly  serviceable  split  cane  rod  of 
10ft.  or  12ft.  can  be  sold  for  21s.  at  a  profit. 

The  other  day  a  fellow  wrote  offering  to  sell  me  a 
Hardy  1 1ft.  split  cane  rod,  quite  new,  for  30s.,  and  I 
jumped  at  the  offer.  I  reflected  I  could  do  with 
another  rod,  and  by-and-bye  my  widow  might  find 
at  the  sale  of  my  personal  effects  that  I  had  made  a 
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judiciovis  mvestment.  The  rod  might  prove,  in  the 
event,  cheap  at  double  the  figure  even.  Well,  the 
rod  came,  but  was  not  a  Hardy  at  all,  though  looking 
as  swagger  as  the  best,  and,  of  course,  I  returned  it. 
I  might  have  given  the  man  half  what  he  asked,  if  I 
knew  him  to  be  a  decent  fellow  and  hard  up,  but  not 
otherwise.  For  a  bad  split  cane  is  like  a  bad  wife, 
far  worse  than  none  at  all.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  this  rod  was  not  as  good  as  a  Hardy  ;  it  may 
have  been,  but  it  was  less  valuable,  and  value  and 
excellence  are  two  totally  different  things. 

What,  then,  is  the  irredvicible  minimum  for  an 
excellent  split  cane  rod  from  the  strict  cost  of  pro- 
duction point  of  view  ?  Starting  with  the  raw 
material  in  both  cases  a  greenheart  rod  means  more 
labour  than  a  split  cane,  and,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
no  less  skilled  labour.  How,  then,  the  latter 
happens  to  be  the  dearer  weapon  passes  my  under- 
standing. 

Guns  are  not  germane  to  this  matter  perhaps,  but 
a  friend  who  has  been  looking  over  my  shoulder 
stops  me  with  this  : — "  A  £100  gan  may  be  intrinsi- 
cally worth  the  money,  though  it  bore  no  maker's 
name,  eminent  or  otherwise,  simply  because  it  has 
ten  times  the  life  of  a  £10  gun  ;  and  while  the 
latter  is  good  for  tens  of  thousands  of  rounds  the 
former  can  do  its  hundreds  of  thousands,  as  the 
women  sang  of  Saul  and  David.  This  is  simple 
arithmetic.  Does  this,  with  due  modification  of 
course,  apply  also  to  rods  ?  "  I  told  him  I  did  not 
think  it  did,  as  neither  in  casting  nor  killing  power 
was  there  any  such  marked  and  startling  contrast  as 
this  between  the  dear  and  cheap  rods,  and  when  he 
quietly  remarked  that  the  popular  notions  on  the 
subject  of  the  angler's  sanity  seemed  to  be  well 
founded  after  all,  I  really  did  not  see  he  was  much 
to  be  blamed  for  his  sneer. — Yom?s  truly, 

MONA. 


"  OLIVERS  "  AT  BARNSTAPLE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  gentleman  who  wrote  you  re- 
specting these  fish  is  a  stranger  to  N.  Devon,  or  he 
would  have  known  that  they  ascend  up  the  rivers 
every  May  with  the  spring  tides,  are  caught  by  the 
bushel,  and  are  mvich  sought  after  for  food.  But 
what  sort  of  an  eel  they  are  I  cannot  say,  as  they 
come  from  the  sea,  and  are  gone  in  two  or  three 
weeks  entirely.  Whilst  they  are  about  it  is  strange 
they  go  up  a  little  way  beyond  the  tides,  but  trout 
are  so  stubborn  to  rise  that  it  is  proverbial  they  are 
full  of  these  fish,  and  it  is  no  use  to  fish  for  trout. 

The  reason  of  flatfish  being  taken  by  the  "  prong  " 
is  that  nets  are  not  allowed  out  imtil  May,  and  these 
fishermen  must  catch  some  sort  of  fish,  and  the  long 
spillers  they  use  only  take  bass,  etc.,  when  the  tides 
cover  them  and  flukes  are  in  the  beds  of  the  rivers, 
and  is  the  only  means  of  taking  them  in  shallow 
waters. 

I  see  a  writer  wants  to  know  how  herons  may  be 
got  rid  of.  Steel  traps  put  in  the  water  have  been 
used,  and  wire  netting  spread  over  the  waters  has 
also  been  adopted  with  success,  and  no  doubt  if  he 
tried  these  many  of  these  destructive  birds  may  be 
secured. — Yours  truly,  Sixty-two. 


FISHING  WITH  A  MAP. 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  with  great  interest  the  article 
entitled  "  Trout  Fishing  with  a  Map."  It  is  pre- 
cisely my  case.  I  think  I  have  about  a  dozen  maps 
of  various  departments  in  different  states  on  the 
Continent  with  me.  A  few  days  ago  I  came  to 
this  place  in  search  of  good  trout  and  grayling 
fishing,  and  am  glad  to  say  I  have  found  it.  I  am 
not  like  the  "  serious  angler  "  you  speak  of  in  the 
above-mentioned  article,  who  dropped  across  one 
little  nook  of  river,  the  secret  of  which  he  will  ever 
jealously  gviard.  I  do  not  believe  there  have  been 
half  a  dozen  English  people  here  since  the  world 
began,  but  if  in  consequence  of  my  letter  they 
should  come  here,  they  will  always  be  glad  to  come 
back  again.  The  fishing  is  excellent,  and  both 
trout  and  grayling  take  kindly  to  the  fly.  A  good 
angler  can  take  his  thirty  to  forty  easily  per  day.  I 
have  only  taken  from  eight  to  ten  each  day,  but 
then  the  water  was  not  in  good  condition  for  the  fly. 
The  first  day  of  my  arrival,  on  the  9th  inst.,  I  fished 
with  a  Devon  and  lost  it,  very  much  to  my  annoy- 
ance, for  I  only  brought  a  few  with  me,  as  I  prefer 
the  fly.  Last  night  I  tried  a  minnow  again,  and 
was  fast  in  some  weeds.  I  put  the  ring  over  the 
line  and  let  it  down  and  pulled.  The  ring,  to  my 
infinite  joy  and  astonishment,  brought  me  not  only 
the  minnow,  but  also  the  Devon  lost  two  days 
previously.  Is  not  this  an  extraordinary  piece  of 
good  fortune  ?  About  two  kilometres  of  this  river, 
called  the  Kyll  (a  very  appropriate  name  for  the 
poor  trout,  which,  by  the  bye,  run  up  to  2Uh.),  is 
leased  by  the  landlord  of  this  inn,  Mr.  Krumpen,  in 
whose  family  it  has  been  for  the  last  century. 
Another  part  is  leased  by  the  brewer,  and  the 
adjoining  part  belongs  to  the  Mayor  of  the  town. 


who  has  been  very  attentive  to  me,  and  has,  like 
the  other  leaseholders,  given  me  leave  to  fish  all 
day  if  I  like.  This  inn  is  really  very  comfortable. 
I  have  a  large,  well-furnished  bedroom,  a  good-sized 
dining-room,  with  a  large  collection  of  horns  of  deer 
and  teeth  of  wild  boars,  all  shot  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood,  hung  on  the  wall  ;  and  for  all  this, 
with  breakfast,  dinner,  and  supper,  it  cost  me  6s. 
per  day.  A  really  excellent  bottle  of  Moselle  wine 
cost  only  the  ridiculous  sum  of  Is.,  but  then  the 
people  are  as  yet  unsophisticated.  Maybe  in  a  few 
years,  if  English  anglers  come  here  and  spend  their 
money  too  freely  the  charges  will  probably  increase 
considerably,  in  which  case  I  shall  take  up  my  maps 
again  and  look  for  pastures  new.  In  the  three  days 
I  have  fished  here  I  have  caught  several  trout  and 
grayling  above  lib.  I  shall  remain  here  for  two  or 
three  weeks  more,  and  fully  expect  some  whoppers. 
— Yours  truly,  Piscator. 
Miirlenbach. 

P.S. — I  may  merition  that  from  Cologne  this 
place  is  reached  in  three  hours  by  slow  train. 
Express  trains  do  not  stop  at  Miirlenbach,  but  an 
express  leaves  Cologne  at  8.7  a.m.,  arrives  at  Gerol- 
stein  at  10.24.  Two  hours  can  be  pleasantly  spent 
there,  and  the  next  train,  12.36,  will  deposit  the 
traveller  at  12.54  here.  Needless  to  say  that  I 
have  no  interest  in  bringing  anglers  here,  but  as  a 
rule  English  people  know  little  of  Continental  fishing 
places.  I  send  these  few  lines  for  their  benefit,  not 
mine. 


A  SIMPLE  "  EXTRA-TOP  "  CARRIER. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  used  the  whole  of  last  season, 
and  found  it  answer  admirably,  a  simple  method  for 
carrying  an  extra  top,  it  may  be  of  use  to  others 
(who  do  not  wish  to  purchase  special  hollow  net- 
handles,  etc. )  if  I  explain  it. 

Take  your  landing-net  handle  (which  is  presum- 
ably a  long,  one-piece  wading  handle),  and  gouge 
out  in  its  length  a  "  bed  "  to  fit  the  "  top,"  without 
accounting  for  rings.  Then  at  the  places  where 
rings  would  come  work  out  an  extra  bed.  The 
"  top  "  may  then  be  secured  in  position  by  binding 
round  in  some  five  or  six  places.  It  may  be  asked 
whether  prolonged  immersion  in  water  will  not 
injure  the  top.  I  have  in  use  now  the  top  that 
stood  a  season's  immersion  in  this  way,  and  it  is 
none  the  worse.  Rust-proof  rings  and  well-var- 
nished wood  and.  bindings  will  defy  the  action  of 
immersion  in  water  as  they  do  the  action  of  rain. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  D.  F. 

P.S. — Will  you  kindly  put  me  on  the  line  for- 
"  protecting  "  a  new  model  in  creels  ?  What  are 
the  expenses  and  processes  involved  and  to  whom 
do  I  apply  ? 

NUMBERING  OF  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  not  very  serious  in  suggesting 
a  new  numeration  for  hook  sizes.  You  would  not 
take  the  man  very  seriously  who  proposed  to  re-name 
the  West  Indies,  because  the  term  is  by  implication 
bad  geography.  Ah,  no  !  Listen  to  Mr.  Frank 
Cushny  : — "  Want  of  system  and  an  abhorrence  of 
all  necessary  reform,  a  love  of  obsolete  customs  and 
formulas,  hatred  of  departing  from  conventional 
lines  .  .  .  have  been  the  curses  under  which 
England  has  suffered,"  etc.  There  is  the  true  ring 
for  you.  Cowardice,  sir,  sheer  shuddering  and 
shrinking  cowardice,  abject  moral  cowardice,  dis- 
trust and  dread  of  the  untried  is  what  is  the  matter 
with  us,  and  consequently  we  have  never  done  any- 
thing, or  ever  will,  because  it  is  right  and  proper 
but  simply  because  we  could  not  help  it. 

The  genesis  of  the  Redditch  scale  of  hooks,  as 
given  by  Baron  Tcherkassov,  is  interesting  as  an  illus- 
tration of  our  beloved  rule  of  thumb.  It  has  the 
very  note  of  our  stupid  self-sufficiency.  "  Here  is 
the  biggest  hook  you  angler  fellows  will  ever  want, 
and  just  call  it  1.  Then  the  smaller  sizes  will  follow 
in  numerical  order,  and  so  that's  settled."  And 
then  the  Kendal  expert — bless  the  mark  ! — comes 
in  when  our  tempers  are  soured  struggling  with  1-0, 
2-0,  etc.,  or  is  it- 0-1,  0-2,  or  what?  and  smiling 
superior  brushes  all  this  aside  with  "  the  smallest 
hook  you  fellows  can  ever  require.  No.  1  of  course, 
and  then  the  larger  sizes  will  follow  naturally  in 
ascending  numerical  order  as  they  should."  Oh, 
for  a  stone  bow  to  hit  the  fellow  in  the  eye  !  "  Has 
hook-making  reached  its  final  stage  of  development  ?  " 
asks  your  kindly  correspondent,  apparently  over- 
looking the  fact  that  an  affirmative  answer  to  this 
question  at  the  very  outset  of  "hook  numbering  is 
the  very  fons  et  origo  of  these  two  stupid,  ludicrous, 
absurd  systems  under  which  we  now  groan.  Of 
course,  finality  was  reached.  W^e  were  never  to 
demand  anything  smaller  that  1  said  the  Kendal  man, 
nothing  larger  than  1  cried  the  Redditch  prince  of 
industry.  And  sure  I  am  it  was  harder  to  get  a  hook 
from  them  smaller  or  larger  than  the  prescribed  regu- 
lation, minimnm  and  maximum,  than  it  is  to-day  to 


get  a  rod-maker  to  give  us  a  single-handed  weapon 
under  lib.  Under  all  disguises,  in  all  shapes,  this 
"  love  of  obsolete  formulas  "  is  still  our  curse,  and 
will  be  till  we  all  land  in  the  workhouse — pensioners 
on  the  bounty  of  Pierpont  Morgan. 

The  merit  of  my  scale  is,  of  course,  its  elasticity. 
It  is  because  it  will  meet  endless  development  I 
propose  it.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  "  a  symbol  is 
intelligible  to  those  for  whom  it  is  intended," 
except,  of  course,  it  has  something  to  do  with  a 
secret  society.  Symbols  .should,  as  far  as  possible, 
be  suggestive  and  self-explanatory,  and  a  No.  5 
hook  should  be  larger  than  a  No.  4,  not  smaller,  if 
there  be  not  very  good  reason  for  the  contrary. 
And  the  man  in  the  street  would  naturally  expect 
fractionally-numbered  hooks  to  be  small,  and  were 
that  philosopher  but  to  know  the  disci-editable  truth 
of  the  matter,  surely  he  would  admire  the  classic 
definition  angling  and  anglers  have  long  ago  won. 

For  my  own  part  I  never  number  hooks  when 
ordering  them.  I  send  a  pattern,  for  my  recol- 
lection of  things,  never  the  best,  is  fast  beginning 
to  feel  the  touch  of  senile  decay.  But  I  shall  use 
my  own  scale  in  futvire.  Broadly  speaking,  my 
whole  numbers  would  cover  salmon-flies,  my 
fractions  trout-flies,  and  while  \  would  be  about 
the  smallest  thing  in  midges,  5  would  mean  almost 
the  heaviest  thing  we  have  in  salmon  "  irons."  By 
size  I  mean  extreme  width  of  bend  ;  shapes  and  the 
like  must  be  indicated  by  the  appropriate  word  or 
letter.  There  may  be  no  practical  advantage  in  all 
this  perhaps,  as  your  correspondent  suggests,  and 
there  certainly  is  the  unavoidable  embarrassment  of 
the  period  of  transition,  but  wrong-doing  always 
brings  its  appropriate  penalty,  and  it  is  well  to  b© 
chastened  so  that  we  may  be  reminded  of  this,  while 
surely  felicity  or  appropriateness  of  language  and 
expression  is  worth  paying  for. 

From  hooks  to  rods  the  transition  is  natural 
enough,  and  need  not,  I  hope,  be  apologised  for.  In 
the  matter  of  rods  I  have  always  made  it  a  point  to 
use  the  lightest  possible,  consistent  with  the  work  to 
be  done,  and  this  because  ( 1 )  it  enabled  me  to  work 
longer  without  fatigue  ;  (2)  to  be  "  lighter  "  in  my 
work  ;  and  (3)  appeared  to  be  more  sportsmanlike, 
and  for  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  see  how  another  single 
word  on  the  matter  can  profitably  be  said  by  me. 
But  I  do  not  for  a  moment  wish  to  set  a  limit  to  any 
other  man's  powers  in  this  direction.  Much  of 
the  incidental  matter  though  is  delightful.  Take 
this,  for  instance.  "  Lower  Test  "  with  fine  scorn 
brushes  aside  the  ridiculous  suggestion  that  any  man 
not  in  need  of  a  nurse  would  feel  tired  from  using  a 
lOoz.  or  lloz.  rod  "  through  a  long  day's  fishing  "  ; 
while,  in  a  previous  issue,  a  gentleman  from  the 
States,  who  modestly  boasts  of  having  a  wi'ist  that 
would  enable  him  to  give  Mr.  Baden-Powell  a  hand- 
shake there  would  be  no  forgetting  for  a  few 
minutes — and  who,  I  suspect,  would  like  to  do  it — 
tells  us  that  although  his  favourite,  weapon  for  trout 
is  a  6ioz.  10ft.  rod,  he  is  far  too  cautious  to  burden 
himself  with  it  when  he  means  a  really  long  unbroken 
day's  fishing.  Something  from  4oz.  to  5oz.  is  the 
tool  to  meet  such  a  strain  as  this  with,  and  to  rise  in 
the  morning  without  the  ache  in  the  shoulders. 
These  are  the  flashes  which  occasionally  gild  the 
dark  lining  of  the  clouds  of  life.  But  they  also  make 
controversy  eternal. 

"  Trolling  is  practised  by  those  not  skilful  enough 
to  take  trout  with  the  fly."  So  I  have  just  read. 
I  never  knew  an  angler  not  "  skilful  enough  to 
take  trout  with  the  fly  " — never  !  Even  my  wife 
the  first  day  I  took  her  out  killed  trout  with  the  fly, 
though  I  doubt  if  she  ever  had  a  rod  in  her  hand 
before.  Certainly  it  was  the  dry-fly,  and  the  words 
I  quote  refer,  I  think,  to  the  wet  cult,  and  no  doubt 
that  makes  a  difference,  for  wet  manipulation  is  not 
mastered  in  a  day.  Again  and  again  have  I 
handed  my  rod  to  my  poor  dear  friend  H.,  now  with 
God,  tired  with  vainly  chucking  my  three  flies  over 
the  broken  water  of  the  Shannon  weir,  and  again 
and  again  has  he  wiped  my  eye.  As  for  the  dry- 
fly,  he  said  he  preferred  night-lining.  Wlien  you 
chucked  out  your  baited  hook  you  could  go  home 
and  enjoy  yourself,  and  come  in  the  morning;  but 
when  you  chucked  out  your  floater  you  had  to  sit 
there  and  watch  it  and  wait.  In  both  cases  it  was 
the  lure  that  fished  ;  the  angler  did  nothing; 
Poor  H.  !  I  never  saw  his  equal  with  rod  or  gun, 
and  as  the  dry  cult  began  to  assert  itself  around 
him,  he  disappeared  for  ever  from  the  scene.  I 
often  wonder  as  I  chuck  a  cocked  sedge  over  a  rise  in 
the  calm  whether  the  poor  fellow's  liberated  spirit 
does  not  now  and  then  glance  downward  at  me  in 
mild  reproach  with  a  sort  of  et  tu,  Brute  look  in  its 
eyes,  and  sometimes  I  fancy  I  blush.  But  the  fas- 
cination of  the  thing  is  too  much  for  me.  Last  year 
I  scarcely  fished  a  whole  day  wet.  It  is  delightful, 
it  is  irresistible,  but  it  is  not  fishing. — Yours  truly," 

MONA, 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Canon  Greenwell  and  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  New 
Book,  "  Wet  Fly  Fishing.". 
Mr.  Tod  sends  me  a  pleasant  note  from  Canon 
Greenwell,  which  I  am  sure  will  interest  all  fly 
fishers  : — 

^  "  My  dear  Marston,— I  have  had  a  letter  from 
the  Rev.  Canon  Greenwell,  of  Durham,  which 
cannot  be  of  anything  less  than  kindly  and  sympa- 
thetic interest  to  the  large  body  of  fly  fishers 
throughout  the  world  who  perhaps  only  know  of  his 
famous  trout  fly,  '  Greenwell's  Glory.'  without 
knowing  that  Canon  Greenwell  invented  it  when  on 
a  fishing  trip  on  Tweedside.  It  was  first  dressed  by 
the  late  Jamie  Wright,  of  Sprouston  fame.  And 
now  for  the  letter  itself,  which  I  publish  with  per- 
mission. 

" '  Durham,  April  12,  1903.  ^ 
Dear  Mr.  Tod,— I  am  very  glad  indeed  to 
have  a  letter  from  you,  and  to  know  that  you  are 
as  keen  a  brother  of  the  angle  as  ever.  I  will  get  a 
copy  of  your  book  from  our  local  bookseller.  .  : 
I  quite  appreciate  the  honour  of  my  letter  being 
hung  up  in  the  Club  House  in  Edinburgh  (the  Trout 
Anglers'  Club),  an  II  am  proud  to  know  from  many 
sources  that  "  Greenwell's  Glory "  sustains  its 
ancient  reputation,  and  I  hope  to  be  handed  down 
to  many  succeeding  generations,  through  the  merits 
of  the  fly,  as  a  benefactor  to  all  who  follow  the 
gentle  art.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  your  son- 
in-law  (Mr.  J.  B.  Peilding,  Director  of  tlie  Earl  of 
Denbigh's  fisheries)  has  under  his  control  so  large  a 
schfeme  for  benefiting  our  waters.  It  is  a  great  pity 
that  the  stocking  of  so  many  waters,  which  are  not 
good  breeding  streams,  with  artificially- bred  fry 
should  not  have  been  more  extensively  carried  out 
than  it  hitherto  has  been.  I  hope  that  will  shortly 
be  remedied.  It  is  well  that  you  have  taken  up  the 
wet  fly.  There  has  been  so  much,  said  lately  about 
ths  superior  merits  both  in  regard  to  skill  and 
sport  of  the  dry-fly  system  that  the  wet  fly  (in  my 
opinion  a  much  higher  branch  of  fly  fishing)  has 
been  almost  put  out  of  court. 

"  '  I  entered  upon  my  eighty-fourth  year  recently, 
and  can  scarcely  look  forward  to  tilling  another 


trout,  though  I  intend  to  make  a  stout  attempt  to 
do  so.  You  are  comparatively  a  youth,  and  may 
look  forward  to  filling  many  a  good  creel,  which  I 
hope  may  be  fulfilled. — ^ Yours  sincerely, 

(Signed)         "  '  W.  Greenwell.' 

"  Who  is  there  that  does  not  echo  the  wish  that 
the  venerable  Canon  may  succeed  in  his  plucky 
wish  to  capture  another  trout  ?  May  it  be  a  big 
one,  and  fall  to  his  own  fly— the  best  all-round  fly 
for  general  use  in  existence,  as  a  wet  fly. 

"  The  letter  hung  up  'in  the  Club  House,'  Edin- 
burgh, gave  me  many  years  ago  the  correct  dressing 
of  '  Greenwell's  Glory,'  which  is  not  with  the  wood- 
cock wing,  as  some  authorities  erroneously  think.  

Yours  truly,  "Ewen  M.  Tod.'! 

"  ExMooR  Streams.  "- 

One  of  the  pleasantest  and  most  attractively 
illustrated  httle  books  relating  to  fishing  which  I 
have  met  with  for  a  long  time  is  Mr.  Claude  P. 
Wade's  "  Exmoor  Streams  :  Notes  and  Jottings, 
with  Practical  Hints  for  Anglers,"  which  was  pub- 
Ushed  last  week  by  Messrs.  Cbatto  and  Windus,  of 
London,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Commin,  of  Exeter.  Mr. 
Wade  is  an  enthusiast  for  Exmoor  fishing,  and  as  he 
began  in  1861,  and  has  fished  there  in  nearly  every 
year  since,  his  experience  of  the  district  should  be 


The  Fascination  of  Exmoor  Fishing. 

It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  fascination  which 
the  troutlets  of  the  small  Exmoor  streams  un- 
doubtedly possess  for  so  many  anglers.  Of  course 
three  parts  of  it  is  due  to  the  delightful  air  and 
romantic  surroundings.  As  a  youngster  I  used  to 
fish  these  streams  a  good  deal,  catching  from 
twenty  to  sixty  little  trout  in  a  day,  and  very  de- 
lightful work  it  was  exploring  the  course  of  some 
brawhng  moor  stream,  casting  three  flies  up  stream, 
rnissing  no  water  Hkcly  to  hold  the  bright,  plucky 
little  trout.  Having  seen  what  grand  fish  they  will 
grow  to,  for  many  years  I  have  urged  our  fish 
breeders  to  get  these  burn  trout  to  cross  \vith  other 
fario,  and  am  glad  to  say  some  have  done  so  with 
great  success. 

A  Warning  as  to  the  Size  of  Exmoor  Trout. 

Mr.  Wade  is  perfectly  frank  as  regards  the  size  of 
the  Exmoor  trout,  and  no  one  can  possibly  accuse 
him  of  exaggeration.  On  page  55  he  says  :  "  And 
now  we  come  to  the  little  trout,  which  arc  the  chief 
subject  of  this  book,  and  we  will  go  straight  to  their 
size  in  ounces  first,  for  this  will  read  hke  the  worst 
and  poorest  part  of  the  whole  business,  though  I 
absolutely  deny  that  the  standard  of  Exmoor  fish- 
ing is  to  be  measured  by  the  measurement  of  its 


'Chalk  Water" — A  typical  Exmoor  Stream. 

{From  Wade's  "Exmoor  Streams.") 


pretty  complete,  and  so  it  is— all  the  more  curious 
then  to  find  that  he  has  never  fished  the  Exe  below 
Exford  or  the  Barle  much  below  Lanacre  Bridge.  I 
have  fished  most  of  the  Exmoor  streams,  and  for 
quantity,  qualit}',  and  size  of  trout  should  select 
the  Exe  between  Exford  and  its  junction  mth  the 
Barle,  and  the  Barle  between  Lanacre  Bridge  and  its 
junction  with  the  Exe  ;  but  Exmoor  fishing  is 
nowhere  so  good  as  formerly.  Although  Mr.  Wade 
gives  some  account  of  salmon  and  peal  fishing  on 
the  Exmoor  streams,  it  is  not  very  encouraging  for 
those  who  are  not  satisfied  with  the  trout.  For 
instance,  fishing  for  '•  a  longer  or  a  shorter  time  in 
each  year  "  for  seventeen  years  a  friend  of  his  killed 
only  about  twenty  peal  (white  trout)  a  year, 
averaging  only  three-quarters  of  a  pound.  The 
best  baits  for  the  peal  are  worms  and  the  angel 
minnow,  and  for  the  salmon  the  lobworm. 

A  Good  Testimonial  for  a  Rod. 

In  1875  Mr.  Wade  bought  for  his  fly-fishing  for 
trotit  on  Exmoor  streams  a  9ift.  greenheart  of 
Farlow's,  and  says  in  his  capital' book  :  "  To  show 
what  care  I  have  taken  of  it  I  still  after  twenty- 
seven  years  have  the  stops.  A  top  j  oint  has  snapped 
now  and  again  through  carelessness,  but  still  the 
rod  is  as  straight  as  when  I  first  purchased  it  in  the 
Strand,  and  it  only  cost  twenty-five  shillings.".  For 
his  worm  fishing  for  salmon  Mi-.  Wade  relies  on  a  rod 
by  that  excellent  maker  Mr.  John  Forrest,  of 
Kelso. 


fish,  and  I  say  this,  having  fished  on  a  good  many 
waters  quite  difi'erent  to  these." 

Without  doubt,  he  says,  the  streams  which  pro- 
duce the  smallest  of  all  the  fish  on  the  Moor  are  the 
Farley  and  Coombe  Park  waters.    "  The  average  of 
these  fish  taken  roughly  is  no  better  than  twelve  to 
the  pound  !    No  fish  were  kept  under  S^in.  in 
length."    This  average  is  extracted  from  the"  tables 
of  a  friend,  who  fished  these  waters  between  1871 
and  1889,  and  whose  best  fish  in  all  that  time  was  a 
half-pounder.    In  the  chalk  and  weir  waters,  our 
authoi''s  chief  fishing  grounds,  he  gives  the  average 
size  of  the  fish  as  between  nine  and  ten  to  the 
pound.    I  think  I  hear  many  a  reader  of  this  note 
exclaiming,    "  What !     can    any    human  being 
under  ten  years  of  age  go  for  over  forty  years  to 
catch  baby  troutlets,  not  averaging  two  ounces  each. 
and  then  gravely  write  a  book  about  such  '  sport '  ! 
On  p.  57  we  read :  "  On  a  real  good  day  up  Badg- 
worthy  in  the  old  days  my  average  has  been  quite 
as  high  as  eight  to  the  pound  and  higher."    On  the 
Lyn  on  some  days  he  has  caught  a  dozen  trout 
averaging   close   on   half   a   pound   apiece.  No 
wonder  Mr.  Wade  says:  "I  have  brutally  and 
without  exaggeration  told  my  readers  of  the  size 
of  the  troutlets  of  the  Exmoor  streams.    If  they 
despise  fish  of  this  size  let  them  keep  away  from  our 
beautiful  valleys  and  waters,  or  at  all  events  come 
without  their  rods.    Let  them  stop  reading  this 
httle  volume  at  this  point,   because  they  will 
naturally  disdain  hearing  of  any  hints  as  to  how  to 
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catch  these  little  fishes.  But  of  one  thing  I  can 
assure  them,  namely,  that  small  though  these  trout 
may  be,  they  won't  find  them  quite  so  easy  to 
catch  as  they  imagine,  unless  they  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  deal  with  hke  fishing  on  other  moors  in 
Great  Britain.  I  have  met  and  heard  of  many 
skilful  fishermen  in  such  streams  as  the  Itchen  and 
Wandle  who  are  utterly  helpless  when  they  come 
to  Exmoor,  and  who  remained  so  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  period  according  to  theif  capacity  for 
adapting  themselves  to  quite  different  conditions." 
It  must  be  a  bit  of  a  struggle  for  a  Hampshire 
angler  to  adapt  himself  to  the  weight  of  Exmoor 
trout.  The  best  excuse  for  catching  these  two- 
ouncers  is  that  fried  with  bacon  they  are  absolutely 
delicious,  and  a  dozen  make  quite  a  decent  break- 
fast. The  flies  Mr.  Wade  finds  most  killing  are  the 
Red  Ant,  Water  Cricket,  Black  Gnat,  March  Brown, 
Stone  Fly,  Red  Palmer,  Governor.  The  famous 
Blue  Upright  he  "  does  not  care  one  bit  for,"  and 
is  supported  in  this  dislike  by  Willie  Bale,  the  Lyn- 
mouth  shoemaker,  "  who  knows  more  about  fishing 
than  most  people  in  these  parts."  Mr.  Wade  gives 
full  instructions  for  worm  fishing  for  salmon  in  the 
pools  on  the  Lyn.  You  bait  your  hook,  throw  it  so 
it  rests  where  the  salmon  lie,  and  then  wait  for  a 
bite,  when  you  give  time  to  gorge  and  send  a  man 
to  throw  stones  at  the  fish  if  he  tries  to  bolt  out  of 
the  small  pool,  for  it  is  exciting  and  dangerous 
work  to  have  to  follow  a  15lb.  salmon  down  the 
,rocky  bed  of  the  sweet  little  river.    Mr.  Wade 


ence  to  my  article,  '  Trout  Fishing  with  a  Map,' 
which  appeared  in  your  number  of  April  II,  and 
which  had  reference  to  the  Grand  Hotel  water  at 
Arques-la-Bataille,  Dieppe.  M.  Ducoudert,  of  the 
Grand  Hotel,  has  made  a  change  in  the  rules  this 
season,  and  dry  fly  only  is  now  permitted.  I  have 
already  had  eight  days  on  the  water  since  the  open- 
ing, but  the  weather  conditions  have,  as  you  know, 
been  impossible,  and  my  total  bag  amounted  to 
forty-eight,  though  I  played  and  lost  a  great  number 
of  short-rising  fish.  I  am  going  over  again  in  a  few 
days'  time,  and  should  you  be  sufficiently  interested 
I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  let  you  know  the  results. 
For  anyone  who  thinks  of  going  over  I  recommend 
Blue  Duns,  Claret  Spinners,  Grey  Partridge,  March 
Browns.  Flies  with  red  or  claret  bodies  are  always 
good.  Casts  should  be  of  the  finest.  1  have  always 
found  that  very  big  flies  are  best  for  the  big  fish.  I 
have  my  own  dressed  on  a  No.  8  eyed  Limerick. 
This  last  is  the  most  important  tip  I  have  to  give. 
A  tip  of  almost  equal  importance  is  to  live  at  the 
Restaurant  Lejouaillc,  at  Arques.  You  are  on  the 
water,  the  terms  are  low,  and  the  cuisine  admirable. 
— Yours  very  truly, 
-'  London.".  "  Mercator's  Projection. 

Artificial  Cultivation  of  Saijwon  in  America. 

My  letter  pubUshed  in  Forest  and  /Stream  of  New 
York  brought  forth  an  interesting  correspondence 
on  the  subject.    When  it  is  finished  I  shall  refer 


!  Bridge  Pool,  Wateksmeet,  on  the  Lyn. 

(Prom  Wade's  '•  Kxmoor  Streams.") 


divides  his  book  into  four  chapters— I.,  The  Ways 
and  the  Waters  ;  II.,  The  Fish  ;  III.,  The  Fishing- 
Salmon,  Peal,  Trout;  IV.,  Odds  and  Ends,  Sea 
Fishing,  "Snatching,".  Exmoor  Sports.  I  have 
read  it  with  much  interest,  and  so  I  think  will  all 
who  know  Exmoor  ;  and  as  regards  the  size  of  the 
fish — well,  it  requires  ten  times  the  exertion  to 
catch  five  povmds  of  Exmoor  trout  than  it  does 
twice  the  weight  of  Hampshire  fish,  and  surely 
there  is  something  in  that.  Then  the  air  on  Exmoor 
is  like  champagne,  the  scenery  is  enchanting,  the 
people  are  among  the  best  in  the  woild.  so  no 
wonder  the  author  thinks  its  two-ounce  fish  are 
more  difficult  to  catch  and  .show  more  sport  than 
pounders  in  other  waters.  I  do  not  agree  with  him 
in  recommending  a  black  bowler  hat— any  hard  hat 
is  a  mistake  for  fishing.  A  soft  felt  or  "  Burberry  " 
is  infinitely  more  comfortable,  especially  in  a  wind. 
In  a  persistent  strong  wind  a  hard  felt  exerts  a 
pressure  of  171b.  to  the  square  inch  on  your  cranium. 

Fly-Fishing  at  Arques— Dry  Fly  only 
I  Allowed. 

France  has  gone  ahead  !  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  letter  that  "  dry  fly  only  "  is  allowed  in 
the  trout  water  referred  to.  It  must  be  rather  a 
difficult  rule  to  enforce,  and  I  never  heard  of  it  on 
any  English  water— as  a  M-ritten  rule— although  on 
some  it  is  considered  a  moral  obligation  : — 

,''  Dear  Sir,— I  think  I  should  wiite  yoti  in  refer- 


to  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Some  of  the  writers  are 
of  the  opinion  that  artificial  salmon  culture  has  been 
an  absolute  failure  in  America  and  Canada  ;  others, 
like  Mr.  Livingston  Stone,  admit  a  failure  as  regards 
Salmo  salar  and  the  Atlantic  rivers,  but  claim  great 
results  from  hatcheries  on  the  Pacific  coast— with 
the  salmon  of  that  coast,  which  is  not  Salmo  salar. 

More  Salmon  Fishing  Articles  By  Mr.  Philip 
Geen. 

I  am  sure  that  readers  of  the  breezy  articles  on  liis 
salmon  fishing  on  the  Lyon,  which  Mr.  Philip  Geen 
contributed  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  spring,  will 
be  glad  to  hear  that  I  have  some  more  from  him 
on  his  recent  experiences  on  other  waters,  with 
illustrations. 


Some  Grand  Dry  Fly  Water  in  Process  of 
Incubation. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Pope  called  on  me  the  other  day,  and 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  hi?  pet  scheme  for  raaking 
a  dry  fly  fishery  second  to  none  is  now  in  a  fair 
way  to  being  accomplished.  He  has  got  a  long 
lease  of  a  perfect  bit  of  water  in  a  lovely  country, 
and  I  can  strongly  recommend  anyone  who  wants 
a  rod  at  about  £25  a  year  to  write  to  W.  H.  Pope, 
Esq.,  Salisbury,  for  further  particulars.  Although 
I  have  net  seen  the  water,  I  know  the  river,  and  I 
haw  such  faith  in  Mr,  Pope's  judgment  that  I 


feel  certain  this  water  when  stocked  will  give 
first-rate  sport.  There  is  good  local  accommoda- 
tion, and  it  is  only  three  hours  or  less  from  town — 
by  motor  probably  less,  at  the  beastly  pace  theygo^ 

"Round  Erin." 
The  author  and  publisher,  Mr.  T.  O'Neil  Lane, 
of  Abbeyfeale,  Ireland,  sends  me  a  copy  of  a  most 
interes<«ng  little  handbook  and  guide  which  he  has 
written  and  published,  entitled  "  Round  Erin ;  or 
Highways  and  Byways  in  Ireland."  Apart  from 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Lane  has  very  wisely  added  many 
useful  notes  about  the  fishing  to  be  had,  anyone  at 
all  interested  in  Ireland  will  be  pleased  with  this 
account  of  the  lovely  coast  and  adjacent  scenery. 
There  are  more  than  sixty  illustrations,  and  a  good 
index.  Anglers whohave visited Irelandnearly always 
come  away  with  feelmgs  of  affection  for  the  beau- 
tiful country  and  kindly  people,  and  will  sincerely 
hope  that  brighter  prospects  are  in  view  for  the 
•'  Little  Green  Isle."  Mr.  Lane  gives  us  bits  of  folk- 
lore, local  tradition,  as  well  as  general  description. 

The  Question  of  the  Salmon  of  British 

Columbia  taking  the  Fly. 
I  have  received  the  following  letter  from  the 
editor  of  Eod  and  Gun  in  Canada  in  reply  to  one  of 
mine  about  salmon  in  British  Columbia  taking  the 
fly  :  — 

"My  dear  Sir,— Your  letter  of  March  28  has 
reached  me.  The  article  I  pubUshed  of  British 
Columbia  salmon  was  supplied  by  a 
very  good  fisherman,  and  was  probably 
perfectly  trustworthy,  but  I  cannot 
vouch  for  it  myself.  I  have  made 
several  trips  to  British  Columbia,  and 
have  also  been  up  to  Alaska,  and, 
personally,  I  have  never  taken  a  Pacific 
salmon  in  fresh  water,  but  I  have  been 
informed,  on  what  I  regard  as  good 
authority,  that  in  several  of  the  streams 
running  into  the  sea,  on  the  east  side 
of  Vancouver  Island,  the  spring  salmon 
does  take  the  fly,  and  take  it  well,  too. 

"  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  Pacific 
salmon  will  be  educated  to  the  fly  in 
all  of  the  rivers  in  time.  It  is  truly 
wonderful  how  the  salmon  of  wilder- 
ness rivers  finally  become  educated  to 
the  fly.  In  Newfoundland  twenty  years 
ago  they  rose  very  badly,  now  they  rise 
well.  In  Labrador  twenty  years  ago 
they  were  never  taken  on  the  fly  (I 
mean  on  the  north-east  coast  of 
Labrador),  now  they  are  beginning  -to 
take  the  fly  well;  and  in  British 
Columbia  when  the  numbers  of  salmon 
shall  have  been  reduced,  and  they 
shall  have  been  fished  with  the 
artificial  fly,  I  think  they  will  give 
good  sport.  The  very  rivers  in  which 
they  are  now  caught  on  the  fly, 
according  to  my  correspondents,  are 
those  in  which  they  have  become 
comparatively  scarce,  and  where  they  have  often 
seen  the  fly. — Very  truly  yours, 

"  Chas.  a.  Bb.amble, 
"  Editor  Eod  and  Gun  in  Canada.'' 

A  New  Guide  to  Fishing  in  Wales. 

Anglers  who  are  wondering  where  to  go  to  get  a 
chance  of  trout-fishing  amid  new  scenes  should  make 
a  point  of  getting  "  Fishing  in  Wales,"  a  capital 
little  book  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Galtichan,  which  has  just 
been  published  by  Messrs.  F.  E.  Robinson  &  Co., 
20,  Great  Russell-street,  I^ondon.  Althougli  I  do 
not  think  tliat  anyone  is  likely  to  accuse  the  author 
of  giving  too  rosy  a  picture  of  sport  to  be  had,  I  must 
confess  that  I  did  not  think  fishing  so  good  as  he 
describes  was  to  be  had  in  the  Principality.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  he  confirms  the  good  accounts  which 
have  been  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  lately 
respecting  the  Cciriog.  If  a  second  edition  of  this 
useful  little  book,  which  I  must  refer  to  again,  is 
called  for,  I  hope  that  an  index,  and  possibly  a  plain 
map  showing  the  rivers  and  lakes  mentioned,  Avill  be 
added. 

A  New  Welsh  Fishing  Association, 
One  or  two  correspondents  have  kindly  sent  me 
particulars  of  the  newly-formed  Clwyd  and  Elwy 
Fishing  Association.    One  of  them,  in  whose  judg- 
ment and  kno'wiedge  I  have  the  greatest  colifidoncp. 
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"•  says:  '"I  do  not  know  exactly  how  much  water 
the  association  have  procured,  but  roughly  speaking 
I  should  say  about  forty  miles,  including  both  sides 
on  Clwyd  and  about  twenty  miles  on  Elwy.  I 
think  there  is  an  immense  future  in  store  for  the 
association.  Some  of  the  riparian  owners  have 
reserved  portions  of  their  waters ;  others  have  given 
miles.  It  is  worth  the  £1  to  have  permission  just 
to  walk  along  the  Clwyd  through  its  lovely  vale, 
let  alone  the  fishing."-  I  sincerely  hope  the  associa- 
tion will  prosper.  Poaching  is  the  curse  of  Welsh 
rivers  and  lakes.  R.  B,  Marstox. 


PEETHSHIKE. 


INEXPENSIVE  SALMON   AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING. 

By  ATjGFSTtrs  Gbimblh,- 
Author  of  a  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etoj 

CHAPTER  YL— continued. 
The  Earn  drains  376  square  miles,  and  issuing 
from  the  loch  of  the  same  name  it  flows  with  a 
winding  course  for  upwards  of  fifty  miles  through 
a  richly  agricultural  and  highly  picturesque  country, 
^vith  many  fine  estates  on  its  banks,  until  it  faUs 
into  the  Firth  of  Tay,  a  short  distance  above 
Newburgh. 

Some  authorities  describe  this  river  as  a  tributary 
of  the  Tay,  but  as  the  Earn  faUs  into  the  estuary  of 
the  Tay,  where  there  is  a  width  of  more  than  a  mile 
of  brackish  tidal  water,  it  can  hardly  be  regarded  as 
an  affluent  in  the  same  way  as  is  the  Tummel,  and 
moreover  it  has  not  the  same  close  times  as  the 
Tay. 

Loch  Earn,  from  which  it  flows,  is  seven  miles  in 
length  by  rather  more  than  one  in  breadth,  and  is 
of  great  depth,  which  may  perhaps  account  for  the 
fact  that  though  salmon  enter  it  in  large  numbers, 
they  are  seldom  seen  and  stiU  more  rarely  caught. 

The  upper  reaches  of  the  river  run  rather  more 
swiftly  than  the  lower  ones,  but  throughout  its 
whole  course,  when  it  is  in  anghng  ply,  there  is 
sufiicient  current  to  make  pleasant  casting,  and 
thus  without  being  a  rapid  roaring  torrent,  it  is  yet 
far  removed  from  being  a  sluggish  one.  The  river 
opens  on  Feb.  II  for  nets  and  rods,  and  closes  on 
Aug.  26  for  the  former  and  Oct.  31  for  the  latter. 
So  far  as  the  opening  for  the  rod  is  concerned,  it 
might  just  as  well  be  postponed  until  Aug.  I,  for 
there  is  no  record  for  many  years  past  of  any  spring 
fish  having  been  got  by  the  rod  in  the  upper  waters, 
and  thus  there  is  only  sport  until  the  removal  of  the 
nets  has  been  followed  by  a  hea\'y  spate.  Although 
there  are  no  pollutions,  there  are  several  obstructions 
in  the  shape  of  cruive  dykes  and  mill  dams,  all  of 
which  are  easily  passable  in  times  of  flood,  though 
in  periods  of  drought  they  are  just  the  reverse. 
The  first  of  these  above  the  mouth  is  the  much 
abused  Dupplin  Cruive  Dyke.  There  is  now  a  fish 
ladder  in  it  which  can  be  ascended  in  all  heights  of 
water,  but  it  is  not  much  used  and  the  fish  seem  to 
prefer  to  wait  under  the  dyke  for  a  flood  ;  when 
that  comes  they  run  up  the  dyke  itself  with  the 
greatest  ease,  and  I  am  sure  that  when  I  once  saw 
it  during  a  flood  fully  twenty  fish  an  hour  passed 
up  it  for  six  successive  days — some  3000  fish. 
Ab  0T8  Dupplin  and  six  miles  below  Crieff  there  is 
nsarly  a  similar  dyke  at  Strathallan,  while  still 
higher  up  there  is  the  Dornoch  Dam,  in  which  Lord 
Willoughby  has  placed  a  fish  pass  while  ceasing  to 
work  his  cruive.  All  cruives  confer  more  or  less  a 
monopoly,  and  more  or  less  injure  the  fishings  of 
ths  proprietors  above  them,  but  the  cruive  rights 
are  held  by  such  special  and  ancient  titles  which 
have  so  often  been  sanctioned  and  recognised  by 
the  law  that  they  cannot  be  done  away  with 
without  making  compensation  to  their  owners.  So 
given  the  right  of  cruive  fishing,  then,  no  one 
can  interfere  with  it  so  long  as  it  is  carried  on  in 
conformity  with  the '"provisions  of  the  bye-laws. 
Therefore  as  matters  are  at  present  salmon  fishing 
on  the  Earn  is  only  to  be  had  in  September  and 
October,  while  it  is  only  in  about  every  other 
season  that  fish  arrive  in  the  upper  leaches  tefore 
the  angling  has  ended.  Therefore,  it  is  cf  no  use 
for  anyone  to  make  up  his  mind  in  the  summer  that 
he  will  fish  the  Earn  in  the  following  October,  for 
if  September  and  October  are  very  dry  not  a  fish 
will  bo  got.  It  takes  two  or  even  three  good  spates 
to  bring  the  fish  -up  to  Crieff,  and  even  then  unless 
the  weathor  keeps  moist  the  river  runs  down  very 


quickly.  I  have  often  thought  that  it  would  be 
easy  to  create  artificial  spates  on  the  river  by 
damming  back  the  waters  of  the  loch,  and  consider- 
ing the  value  of  the  autumn  angUngs  and  the 
immense  number  of  fish  that  come  into  the  river, 
I  have  always  been  at  a  loss  to  understand  why 
this  has  not  been  attempted. 

The  Drummond  Castle  water  may  be  fished  from 
Crieff.  It  begins  a  httle  below  Crieff  Bridge  at  the 
Black  Hole,  and  goes  down  for  some  four  miles,  in 
which  distance  there  are  ten  good  casts,  some 
worked  from  the  bank,  others  requiring  wading 
trousers.  Given  a  wet  autumn,  then  there  is  no 
better  place  in  Scotland.  Of  course  the  fish  are 
getting  dark,  and  excepting  an  occasional  grilse, 
they  are  in  my  opinion  neither  worth  keeping  nor 
sending  to  one's  friends.  The  dwellers  on  the  banks 
will,  however,  be  prepared  to  consume  any  quantity, 
and  so  they  are  not  wasted.  Some  anglers  send 
their  large  autumn  fish  to  be  kippered  ;  it  is  a 
question  of  taste,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a 
large  spring  fish  -niU  make  a  much  better  one.  Any- 
way, wandering  anglers  should  indeed  be  grateful 
to  Lord  Ancaster  for  the  privilege  of  fishing  such  a 
fine  stretch  of  water  on  payment  of  a  very  moderate 
sum,  which  can  be  made  by  the  day,  week,  or  month, 
all  particulars  of  which  can  be  had  from  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Drummond  Arms  Hotel.  Crieff,  the 
headquarters — and  good  ones,  too — of  the  anglers 
on  the  Drummond  Castle  waters.  A  ticket  for 
September  costs  £3,  one  for  October  £7.  Here  the 
enthusiastic  Mr.  Kelson  is  generally  to  be  found  in 
October  experimenting — usually  to  the  detriment 
of  the  fish — with  his  newest  creations  in  fUes.  On 
one  occasion  he  had  eleven  fish  from  Dornoch  Dam 
with  one  of  his  small  variegated  Sun  Flies — a  pool 
of  some  two  hundred  yards  of  deep,  slow-rimning 
water.  It  was  a  cloudless  day,"  and  after  maldng 
each  cast,  Mr.  Kelson  allowed  the  fly  to  go  wherever 
the  current  took  it.  From  the  same  pool  on  the 
day  following,  when  there  was  a  cloudy  sky  and  a 
brisk  breeze,  he  took  five  other  fish  oii  a  two-inch 
Silver  Doctor.  With  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
pools  at  the  top  of  the  water,  the  fly  is  the  only 
lure  permitted,  and  almost  every  pattern  will  Idll. 
On  the  three  last  days  of  the  season  all  lawful  hires 
are  allowed  over  the  whole  water — prawns,  spoons, 
and  worms  are  the  favomrites,  and  great  is  the 
excitement  and  keen  the  competition  during  that 
time. 

The  Earn  is  not  a  river  on  which  the  angler  will 
land  every  fish  he  hooks ;  but  during  the  last 
fortnight  of  a  good  season  it  is  seldom  that  anyone 
will  return  to  the  Drummond  .Arms  without  at  least 
having  had  a  good  fight  or  two.  There  are  plenty 
of  snags  and  hidden  piles,  which,  combined  with 
the  wiles  of  hea,vy  fish,  tell  their  inevitable  tale. 

Tlie  Teilh. — Loch  Lubnaig  and  four  miles  of  this 
river  from  where  it  flows  from  the  loch  can  be  fished 
free  from  the  Dreadnought  Hotel  at  Callander. 
March  and  April  are  the  best  months,  but  of  late 
years  the  salmon  supply  has  fallen  off  so  greatly 
that,  sad  to  say,  it  is  no  longer  worth  while  to  go 
to  it  with  the  sole  object  of  catching  salmon.  In 
the  loch  they  take  a  Phantom,  while  all  the  small 
standard  patterns  of  flies  will  kill  in  the  river. 
Wading  stockings  are  wanted,  and  a  1 4ft.  rod  will 
cover  the  water. 

In  a  letter  received  from  the  owner  of  the  very 
best  reach  on  the  Teith,  he  bemoans  the  state  of 
affairs  as  follows : — "  The  poor  river  has  been 
destroyed  or  fished  out.  Twenty-five  years  ago  I 
could  catch  a  score  or  more  of  beautiful  spring 
salmon  ^dth  my  own  rod.  The  bag  this  year.  May 
12,  1900,  is  nil !  Twenty-five  years  ago  there  were 
only  about  fifteen  nets  between  Stirhng  and  the 
estuar^^ ;  now  there  are  over  a  hundred  !  Here  is 
a  nut  for  the  Royal  Commission  to  crack." 

An  old  brother  officer  writes  me  : — 

"  I  and  a  friend  some  years  ago  rented  a  stretch 
of  water  below  Callander,  but  it  was  so  bad  that 
the  agents  took  it  off  our  hands.  Callander  itself 
is  full  of  the  most  arrant  poachers.-  The  water  we 
had  Avas  very  nice  to  look  at,  but  devil  a  fish  in  it, 
and  we  never  got  one."- 

Would  that  I  could  have  written  a  better  account 
of  this  charming  little  stream, 


CHAPTER  VII: 

ROSS  SHIREj 

Though  there  are  some  thirty  salmon  streams 
in  this  county,  most  of  them  are  small  ones,  which 
go  with  tbe  shootings.  and  thus  in  proportion  to  the 


number  of  rivers  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  open 
fishing.  Loch  Maree,  the  Loch  and  River  Shiel  of 
Ix)ch  Duich,  with  parts  of  the  Blackwater  and 
Conon,  and  perhaps  the  Carron,  are  the  only  waters 
available  to  the  wandering  angler. 

Loch  Maree  is  such  a  favourite  resort  and  is  so 
well  known  that  it  hardly  requires  describing. 
With  the  exception  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
nearest  to  the  exit  of  the  river  Ewe,  almost  the  whole 
of  it  can  be  fished  free  from  the  three  hotels  on  its 
shores.  The  Poolcwe  Hotel  is  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  a  few  minutes'  walk  from  the  loch.  Loch 
Maree  Hotel  is  nearly  half  way  on  the  south  side  ; 
while  Kinlochewe  Hotel  is  at  the  extreme  south  end. 
As  this  splendid  sheet  of  water  is  upwards  of  twenty 
miles  in  length  by  about  three  in  breadth,  there  is 
ample  scope  ;  it  is  studded  with  numerous  small 
islands  and  round  their  shores  is  usually  the  best 
fishing  ground.  One  boatman  is  sufficient,  who 
gets  4s.  6d.  a  day,  which  includes  his  lunch.  The 
terms  of  the  three  hotels  are  almost  the  same,  and 
those  who  are  content  with  beer  and  whiskey  and 
soda  get  off  for  1 5s.  a  day.  Personally,  I  prefer 
the  one  at  Poolewe  solely  because  it  is  near  the  sea 
and  the  river.  Though  plenty  of  salmon  come  up 
the  Ewe  into  the  loch,  it  is  a  very  rare  event  for  ono 
to  be  caught,  but  sea-trout  and  brownies  are  in 
fair  numbers.  The  former  commence  to  run 
towards  the  end  of  June,  when  some  are  as  large  as 
51b.,  though  half  that  weight  is  the  average.  Then 
by  the  end  of^July  they  run  smaller  in  size,  and  the 
finnocks  appear. 

On  fine,  clear  nights  they  may  be  taken  in  good 
numbers  from  nine  o'clock  to  midnight,  and  though 
sea-trout  often  rise  well  at  night,  it  is  strange  that 
the  capture  of  grilse  or  salmon  should  be  so  rare, 
and  indeed  I  know  of  no  instance  of  this  being 
done. 

A  black-bodied  fly  is  the  best  for  this  night  work; 
and  it  is  wiser  to  use  only  one  and  also  to  have  a 
few  casts  ready  prepared  in  case  of  a  tangle.  In 
dayhght  Green  Drake,  the  Wasps,  Black  and  Red 
Spiders,  and  flies  with  red  and  yeUow  bodies  are 
the  best,  but  dressed  on  rather  small  hooks ;  also 
the  Phantom  will  kill  well.  The  river  Ewe  is  a 
close- borough;  In  1813  Sir  Humphrey  Davey,  in 
his  "  Salmonia,"  sings  its  praises  loudly  : — "  If  you 
could  have  seen  this  river  twenty  years  ago,  when 
the  cruives  were  a  mile  higher  up.  then  you  might 
have  enjoyed  fishing.  There  were  eight  or  ten 
pools  of  the  finest  possible  character  for  angling, 
where  a  fisherman  of  my  acquaintance  hooked 
thirty  fish  of  a  morning.''  Well !  times  arc 
changed,  and  thirty  fish  in  a  month  would  now  be 
considered  good.  The  numerous  bag  and  stake 
nets  on  the  sea  coasts  and  the  non-observance  of 
the  weekly  close  time  have  brought  the  same  ruin 
here  as  elsewhere  round  the  whole  of  the  west 
coasts  of  Scotland. 

{To  be  continued.) 


NOTES  ON  MAHSEEK  FISHING. 

By  Majok-Geneeal  R.  Beackejt: 

The  larger  number  of  books  and  articles  descrip- 
tive of  Indian  sport,  and  purporting  to  deal  with 
ordinary  experiences  in  our  great  Eastern  Depend- 
ency, treat,  as  a  rule,  so  very  fully  of  shooting  in  its 
various  phases  and  of  the  hunting  of  the  mighty 
boar,  and  so  very  meagrely,  if  at  all,  of  the  more 
humble  and  retiring  pursuit  of  fishing,  that  a  very 
large  proportion  of  good  fishermen  going  to  India 
for  the  first  time,  or  even  I  may  say  who  have  been 
resident  for  many  years  in  that  country,  seem  to  be 
unaware  of  or  not  seriously  to  reahse  the  excep- 
tionally magnificent  sport  with  the  rod  which  is  to 
be  had  there  without  much  difficulty  and  at  a  com- 
paratively small  expense.  One  reason  for  this  is 
due  undoubtedly  to  the  fact  that  only  a  hmited 
number  of  miUtary  stations  are  actually  on  the 
banks  of  or  within  reachable  distance  of  good  fish- 
able  rivers,  and  that  whilst  big  game  is  widely  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
India  and  smaller  game  found  everywhere,  really 
good  fishing  is  restricted  to  more  hmited  and  perhaps 
less  known  locahties.  Even  at  home  fishing  is,  I 
think,  the  least  popular  of  our  sports,  and  although 
an  expensive  stretch  of  ^ater  or  a  good  salmon 
river  is  an  attractive  luxury  to  many  who  -would  not 
otherwise  handle  the  rod,  the  number  of  genuine 
sportsmen,  content  to  work  all  day  in  all  weathers, 
with  perhaps  but  a  small  result  to  show  for  their 
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solitary  toil,  is  decidedly  fewer  than  are  the 
votaries  of  the  gun  or  of  the  chase.  It  is  no  wonder, 
therefore,  that  in  India  the  rifle  and  the  gun  are 
more  often  in  hand  and  are  more  often  mentioned 
in  Indian  literature,  supplanting  the  rod  ;  but,  oh  ! 
the  indescribable  charm  in  a  wild  country  of  not 
only  again  handling  unexpectedly  the  salmon  wand, 
but  of  meeting  with  such  a  glorious  bold-running 
fish  as  the  mahseer.  Is  it  possible  for  me  to  do 
justice  to  the  theme  or  for  me  to  make  our  critics 
of  the  Doctor  Johnson  type  realise  the  boyish 
enthusiasm  that  would  seize  and  possess  the  ardent 
fisherman  at  such  a  moment  ?  Let  him  imagine 
the  unanticipated  gratification  of  the  most  longed- 
for  desu'e  of  his  heart,  a  desire  that  seemed  so  far 
from  attainment  as  to  be  hardly  within  the  range 
of  probability,  and  he  will  then  have  some  faint 
notion  of  the  sensations — almost  amounting  to  a 
revelation — which  follow  the  sudden  discovery  in 
India  that  a  fish,  jiist  as  sporting  as  the  salmon, 
but  heavier  and  bolder  and  more  powerful,  can  be 
taken  with  the  rod  and  with  the  customary  lures  of 
fly  and  artificial  spinning  bait. 

I  feel  sure  that  an  apology  for  putting  together 
a  few  personal  reminiscences  regarding  mahseer 
fishing  will  hardly  be  needed  by  brother  sportsmen, 
who  have  in  their  day  captured  this  lordly  fish,  and 
whose  experiences  and  opportunities  may,  and 
doubtless  have,  far  exceeded  mine.  My  notes  may 
serve  to  recall  to  their  memories  many  a  mighty 
^-ush  and  hard-fought,  exciting  tussle  in  perhaps  the 
very  localities  I  name,  and  if,  like  me,  they  are 
commencing  to  lament  that  they  have  had  their 
sporting  day,  and  that  all  that  now  remains  to  them 
is  the  oft-recurring  memory  of  by-gone  scenes,  let 
them  be  thankful  even  for  these  small  mercies,  in 
that  they  liave  stirring  reminiscences  and  recollec- 
tions of  Indian  sport,  which  must  always  be  to  them 
a  constant  pleasure  wliilst  life  lasts.  To  the  rising 
generation  of  sportsmen  no  apology  can  be  due  for 
bringing  before  them  this  glorious  and  most  exciting 
form  of  fishing,  even  in  the  fragmentary  manner  in 
-which  I  have  attempted  it.  Let  me  remind  them 
that  in  India,  as  elsewhere,  fishing  is  the  poor  man's 
sport.  No  expensive  shikaries  and  beaters  are 
required,  running  up  the  cost  of  each  tiger  or  bear 
brought  to  bag  to  a  very  appreciable  sum.  Ele- 
phants and  elaborate  camp  arrangements  are  un- 
Tiecessary,  because  companionship,  excepting  perhaps 
that  of  one  keen  brother  fisherman,  is  not  desirable, 
and  because  the  smaller  and  quieter  the  scale  upon 
which  the  trip  is  organised,  the  better  will  probably 
be  the  prospects  of  individual  sport. 

The  natives  of  India  assign  marvellous  sizes  and 
weights  to  mahseer,  speaking  of  them  as  lying  in 
shoals  at  the  bottom  of  the  river  as  big  as  men,  and 
as  reaching  the  enormous  weights  of  2001b.  and  even 
2501b.  In  the  winter,  when  the  water  is  very  clear 
and  comparatively  low,  they  can  no  doubt  often 
thus  be  seen  in  crowds.  For  instance,  I  have  thus 
seen  them  in  the  deep  pools  of  the  river  Poonch 
from  the  high  bank  ;  but  my  personal  experience  of 
fish  landed  and  weighed  in  scales  does  not  go  beyond 
461b.,  although  I  have  known  them  taken  up  to 
821b.,  whilst  I  have  seen  mahseer  jump,  showing 
themselves  completely  clear  of  the  water,  that  must 
have  well  exceeded  1001b.  I  say  nothing  of  those  I 
have  hooked  and  lost.  No  one  believes  in  estimates 
of  their  weight — not  even  the  fishermen  themselves. 

There  are  authentic  records  of  fish  weighed  at  the 
time  of  capture  over  1501b.  in  weight  and  nearly  6ft. 
in  length  (5ft.  6in.  to  be  accurate),  and  therefore  I 
can  well  believe  that  larger  monsters  may  have 
been  occasionally  taken  by  natives  in  the  largest 
rivers.  My  own  experience  is  that  the  size  of  the 
fish  is  always  proportionate  to  that  of  the  river, 
small  rivers  holding  only  small  fish,  whilst  the 
largest  fish  remain  in  the  heaviest  and  deepest 
waters.  The  village  scales  are  those  used  for 
weighing  big  fish.  They  are,  of  course,  exact,  but 
are  often  far  away  when  required,  and  even  if  used 
on  returning  to  camp  in  an  evening,  the  heat  must 
by  then  have  much  affected  the  weight.  I  therefore 
strongly  recommend  every  fisherman  to  have  with 
him  the  means  of  exactly  recording  at  the  time  the 
proper  weights.  Estimates,  however  careful,  are  of 
course  valueless. 

The  Mahseer,  or  Barbus  Tor,  derives  its  vernacular 
name  from  the  two  Oordu  words  viaha  (great)  and 
sir  (head).  Those  found  in  the  Punjab  rivers  are 
more  like  gigantic  English  carp  in  form  and  coloiu' 
than  any  other  fish  I  can  name.  The  upper  part  of 
the  body  is  of  a  golden-reddish  brown.  VBry  similar 
in  metallic  lustre  to  a  perfectly  freshly  struck  copper 
penny,  with  bright  gol4  variations,  which  colour 


graduates  at  the  top  into  a  gi-eenish  sheen.  The 
belly  is  of  a  pearly  white,  whilst  the  lower  fins  are  of 
a  reddish  yellow.  From  this  imperfect  description 
some  small  idea  of  the  brilliant  appearance  a  large 
mahseer  presents  in^an  Indian  sun  may  be  gained. 
There  are  numerous  varieties  of  the  genus,  and  the 
same  species  assumes  different  shades  of  colour  in 
accordance  with  the  locality  and  with  the  season,  as 
well  as  from  the  result  of  its  own  state  of  health,  and 
it  is  for  this  reason  doubtless  that  the  experiences  of 
fishermen  do  not  always  accord.  The  mahseer  has 
fine  feelers  on  each  side  of  its  mouth,  as  has  the  Eng- 
hsh  barbel,  showing  that  he  is  a  bottom  feeder,  and 
undoubtedly  the  contents  of  his  stomach  prove  that 
he  feeds  far  more  on  the  bottom  than  on  the  surface. 
He,  however,  is  a  predatory  fish,  feeding  greedily 
on  smaller  fry  up  to  some  pounds  in  weight,  whilst 
he  will  take  a'  fly  well  on  the  surface,  so  that  no 
form  of  food  seems  to  come  amiss,  and  he  can  thei-e- 
fore  be  taken  by  almost  any  bait.  The  mouth  is 
leathery,  and  is  not  furnished  with  teeth,  the  prey 
being  held  firmly  by  the  triple  force  of  compression, 
whilst  the  power  of  forming  the  mouth  into  a  sort 
of  cup  by  extending  the  upper  lip  beyond  the  lower 
enables  the  fish  to  take  into  its  mouth  by  suction 
and  by  force  shellfish  or  animals  attached  to  the 
rocks  that  it  otherwise  could  not  grip  without  teeth. 
It,  however,  is  furnished  with  most  formidable 
teeth  placed  so  far  back  in  the  throat  as  to  be  in- 
visible from  the  open  mouth,  and  with  these  every 
article  of  food  is  crushed  to  pieces  before  passing 
into  the  stomach.  Before  I  knew  of  these  teeth  I 
once  placed  my  hand  in  a  mahseer' s  mouth  to  try 
in  rather  an  innocent  and  griffin-like  way  his  power 
of  compression,  and  I  soon  found  my  hand  so 
tightly  gripped  that  I  was  glad  to  get  it  out  again 
intact.  Had  the  fish  been  larger  and  in  a  less 
exhausted  condition  I  might  have  easily  had  cause 
to  regret  my  temerity.  The  singular  power  of  jaw 
this  fish  possesses  accounts  for  the  constant  destruc- 
tion that  tackle  suffers,  extra  strong  treble  hooks 
being  contorted  and  crushed  in  a  marvellous  way, 
whilst  a  spoon  bait,  especially  if  it  happens  to  be 
held  in  the  mouth  edgeways,  is  bent  often  out  of  all 
shape.  Single  hooks,  ofl^ering  less  resistance,  are 
less  often  broken  or  spoiled.  London  tackle-makers 
are  now  aware  of  the  necessity  of  specially  prepared 
tackle,  and  Indian  fishermen  can  now  obtain  what 
they  require  with  some  certainty  and  without 
personal  trouble — very  different  to  what  it  was  in 
my  day. 

Although  the  spoon  is  doubtless  taken  for  a  fish 
as  it  is  at  home,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  mention 
that  I  once  noticed  a  beetle  with  a  copper-coloured 
back  and  white  belly,  exactly  in  size  and  appearance 
like  my  spoon  bait,  especially  as  its  large  legs  and 
feelers"^answered  in  a  fashion  to  the  hooks.  It  was 
scuttUng  along  the  bottom  amongst  the  stones,  and, 
no  doubt,  forms  a  favourite  entree  in  the  mahseer's 
bill  of  fare,  as  do  all  insect  life.  I  once  was  sitting 
on  the  bank  of  the  Kohat  Toey  discussing  with  my 
shikari  the  chance  of  locusts  visiting  the  district. 
They  had  been  reported  as  making  their  way  in  our 
direction  from  the  south,  and  many  were  the 
doleful  anticipations  with  which  the  advent  of  these 
devastating  migratory  insects  was  looked  for.  As 
we  were  enlarging  on  the  subject,  the  shadow  of 
something  above  me  fell  on  the  water.  I  looked 
up  and  saw  that  it  was  one  of  the  advanced  guard 
of  an  enormous  cloud  of  locusts  which  was  fast 
advancing,  darkening  the  sky  as  it  approached.  I 
knocked  the  insect  down  and  placed  it  as  an  experi- 
ment on  my  hook,  and  at  the  first  cast  it  was  taken 
by  a  mahseer.  Acting  on  this  hint,  I  dried  several 
locusts  and  sent  them  home  to  be  copied,  with  the 
result  that  the  artificial  imitations  made  the  most 
killing  fly  I  ever  used,  and  I  never  afterwards  was 
without  a  supply  of  them,  to  be  employed  when 
other  lures  failed,  especially  in  the  autumn. 

As  I  have  already  mentioned  mahseer  feed 
largely  on  small  fry,  and  I  have  often  sat,  watching 
with  keen  interest,  a  large  fish  lying  in  wait  for  the 
continuous  shoals  of  small  fish  forcing  their  way  up 
stream,  and  rounding  the  point  of  a  particular  pro- 
minent rock  in  the  Indus,  near  Khoosialghur.  The 
vigour  with  which  this  monster  rushed  at  his  prey 
was  a  sight  to  behold,  scattering  the  fry  in  all  direc- 
tions hke  sparks  from  an  anvil,  and  I  have  often 
seen  one  of  these  immense  fish  in  his  impetuosity 
throw  himself  on  to  the  low  ledge  of  the  rock,  and 
remain  there  suspended  for  some  seconds  before  it 
could  work  back  into  the  water.  Poor  old  Totoo, 
a  village  shikari,  who  frequently  accompanied  me 
on  my  expeditions,  used,  when  he  had  nothing 
better  to  do,     sit  above  this  rock  in  order  to  shoot 


with  his  matchlock  any  big  fish  thus  stranded  on 
the  ledge  below,  and  he  frequently  brought  in  a 
fish,  having,  I  fancy,  to  dive  for  it  after  firing,  but 
I  never  witnessed  an  example  of  Totoo's  sport. 

Another  exceedingly  curious  instance  of  the 
manner  in  which  mahseer  feed  was  seen  by  me  in  a 
small  pool  in  the  Toey,  a  tributary  of  the  Indus; 
The  lower  part  of  the  pool  was  muddy,  the  upper 
end  being  rocky,  the  river  here  forming  a  rapid  with 
small  cascades.  On  arriving  at  the  pool  I  noticed 
a  large  number  of  very  small  fish  working  their  way 
up  stream.  I  am  not  aware  to  what  species  they 
belonged,  but  they  had  the  power  of  adhesion  by 
their  bellies  to  the  slippery  rocks  and  stones,  and  I 
watched  them  using  this  means  of  progression  when- 
ever the  stream  was  too  strong  for  them  to  swim 
against  it.  I  suddenly  noticed  a  large  mahseer  of 
some  351b.  or  401b. "  lying  with  his  head  and 
shoulders  partly  up  the  rapid,  with  his  mouth  open 
in  such  a  way  as  to  permit  the  small  fry,  driven 
back  by  the  wash  of  the  current  and,  perhaps, 
partly  frightened  by  his  proximity,  to  fall  in  scores 
into  the  cup-like  receptacle  he  offered  for  their 
accommodation.  The  fish  was  so  intent  upon  his 
aldermanic  repast  that  he  allowed  me  to  get  near 
enough  to  hit  him  with  my  stick.  I  have  never 
since  seen  a  mahseer  feeding  in  such  a  fashion  in 
clear  water,  although  when  there  is  discoloration 
they  will  come  into  the  shallow  water  in  a  surprising 
manner,  and  I  am  inclined  to  attribute  the  be- 
haviour of  this  particular  fish  to  the  presence  of  a 
large  crocodile  that  I  had  seen  that  morning  in  the 
pool,  and  that  had,  no  doubt,  bulUed  the  mahseer  in 
attempts  to  catch  him,  driving  him  from  the  muddy 
and  deep  part  of  the  water  into  the  rocky  and  com- 
paratively shallow  part  above,  in  which  le  was 
compelled  to  feed  the  best  way  he  could.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  cause,  it  was  a  marvellous 
instance  on  the  fish's  part  of  contentedly  adapting 
himself  to  circumstances,  and  of  making  in  a  most 
praiseworthy  manner  the  most  of  his  opportunities. 

{To  he  continued.) 


THE  EASTEE  COLLAPSE  OF 
SPOKT. 

It  is  thirty  years  ago  since  a  similar  blight  Avas 
experienced  to  that  which  is  at  present  prevailing  in 
the  North,  and  which  has  caused  for  the  nonce  a 
total  collapse  of  all  outdoor  sport  in  general,  and 
angUng  in  particular.  "  He  would  be  worse  than 
a  lunatic  that  would  think  of  facing  such  inhos- 
pitable conditions,"  remarked  an  old  angler  the 
other  day,  and  truly  he  voiced  the  general  opinion. 
Anglers,  however  enthusiastic,  have  been  held 
within  doors  for  the  past  ten  days,  and  even  the 
hardy  tidal  pot-hunter,  who  fishes  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  for  "  his  ticket  and  his  salt,"  has  been  forced 
to  relinquish  the  game  just  now.  Could  it  be  other- 
wise with  7deg.  of  frost'  overnight,  and  blinding 
showers  of  snow  through  the  day,  for  a  whole  week 
on  end,  but,  thank  goodness,  a  change  for  the  better 
has  come  at  last,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
improvement  will  be  permanent.  G.  M. 


FISH  AND  FISHING  AND  EED 
TAPE  IN  LOMBAEDY. 


I  REMEMBER  dimly  having  answered  a  letter 
to  "  Chiavenna's "  inquiries,  but  I  was  under  a 
virulent  attack  of  "flu"  which  developed  into 
bronchitis,  and  gave  me  the  worst  grilling  of  fever 
I  have  had  for  a  long  while. 

It  is,  however,  connected  with  a  subject  in  which 
I  have  taken  a  Lively  interest  during  the  past  four 
years.  Lombardy  is  a  beautiful  country,  and  it 
has  teased  me  very  much  to  see  such  splendid 
waters  wasted  for  the  want  of  firm  and  intelligent 
regulation.  The  Longobardi  are  as  impulsive  and 
dehghtful  as  the  Irish,  and  I  can  stir  them  up  to 
an  equal  pitch  of  enthusiasm  at  the  start,  but  if 
they  don't  get  to  the  finish  the  same  day  and  if 
there  are  difficulties  the  enthusiasm  all  fizzles  out, 
and  the  obstacle  remains  imsurmounted. 

My  first  essay  to  put  a  stream  in  order  was  in  a 
splendid  position  at  the  head  of  the  longest  valley 
on  the  Italian  pre-Alps.  A  long  flat  occurs  at  an 
altitude  of  from  7000  to  8000  feet.  You  can 
imagine  what  the  river  bed  is  like  when  I  tell  you 
that  the  plain  was  comparatively  recently  the  bed 
of  a  lake,  a  landslip  having  banked  up  the  exit.' 
Now  there  is  a  stream  as  beautiful  as  in  Hanta 
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meandering  through,  and  plentifully  supplied  with 
food  by  the  water  meadows  through  which  it 
passes.  Here  and  there  it  varies  its  nature  by 
rapids  like  the  mountain  stream  it  is,  and,  of  course, 
where  it  leaves  the  plain  it  plunges  into  the  descent 
with  the  force  of  mountain  torrents;  and  there 
amid  cascades  and  cataracts  live  the  only  remaining 
trout !  The  splendid  flats  and  the  pools  are  so 
easy  to  net  that  every  fish  has  been  destroyed,  the 
last  having  disappeared  about  four  years  ago.  The 
local  hotel  keeper  and  the  host  of  the  inn  always 
had  their  nets  at  work,  and  then  the  fame  of  the 
place  having  got  abroad  men  came  with  packing 
boxes  and  carted  them  off  filled  with*  fish.- 

I  offered  to  restock  it  on  the  condition  that  it 
should  not  be  fished  for  three  years,  and  that  after 
that  only  rod  and  line  should  be  permitted,  and 
that  whilst  the  natives  should  have  the  right, 
visitors  (in  which  category  I  should  have  ranked) 
should  be  charged  for  tickets.  Result— enthusiasm ; 
and  six  months  afterwards  a  letter  from  my  agent 
that  the  difficulties  with  the  Provincial  Government 
in  obtaining  control  over  a  river  would  necessitate 
such  an  amount  of  correspondence  and  difficulty 
that  hfe  would  not  be  long  enough. 

I  fished  that  year  in  a  mountain  lake  some 
three  hours'  chmb  above  this  beautiful  trout  stream. 
This  contained  some  descendants  of  trout  introduced 
from  the  lake  which  the  stream  then  formed.    It  was 
too  deep  to  net,  and  the  fish  were  left  in  peace  as 
the  poachers  were  too  lazy  to  climb  up  to  it.  It 
wanted  only  a  little  outlay  to  make  a  fine  fishmg. 
There  was  scarcely  any  inflow,  and  consequently 
the  fish  did  not  thrive  so  well  as  they  would.  Now 
300  metres  distant  was  one  of  the  supphes  of  the 
stream  below,  and  between  it  and   the  lake  a 
shallow  swampy  lake  full  of  food.    ItaUan  work  is 
cheap,  and  a  canal  to  brmg  in  this  stream  would 
not  cost  more  than  £15,  but  the  climate  is  some- 
what trying.    I  have  had  to  fie  flat  to  take  a  casti- 
gation  of  hailstones  the  size  of  eggs  in  August,  and 
It  was  very  often  so  foggy  that  the  chmb  was  rather 
risky,  or  rather  the  descent  was  after  the  day's  fish- 
ing was  over.    I  built  a  collapsible  canvas  boat  to 
carry  up  there,  which  is  still  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  I  shall  be  happy  to  find  a  purchaser  if  any 
younger  man  wants   to   fish  there.     I  debated 
between  building  a  refugio  or  seeking  other  water, 
and  considering  the  bad  reputation  of  the  weather 
on  this  pass  I  elected  to  try  another  lake.  My 
new  venture  is  in  beautiful  country,  six  hours' 
climb  above  the  nearest  village,  and  is  full  of  char. 
When  you  arrive  in  the  evening  after  the  long 
ascent  and  look  down  on  the  polished  face  of  the 
mere  thousands  of  rings  are  on  the  water  inter- 
lacing one  another,  for  those  char  rise  freely.  They 
do  not  run  large.    This  is  a  private  property,  not 
the  Government's  like  the  river.  Therefore,  I  offered 
to  take  it  on  from  the  Comune  and  stock  it.  They 
accepted  with  dehght.    I  arranged  for  two  hundred 
and  fifty  two-year-old  rainbows,  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  one  year,  and  some  thousands  of  four  months. 
The  Government  establishment  sold  them  to  me. 
Herr  Jaffe  most  generously  promised  a  consignment 
of  steelhead  eggs  and  the  apparatus  to  hatch  them 
out.     Through  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  other  kind 
fnends  I  obtained  information  to  help  me  to  im- 
prove the  fly  hfe  at  this  great  altitude,  although 
there  were  already  a  dwarf  species  of  May  Fly 
which  hatched  in  September.    Everything  pro- 
mised to  make  that  water  an  immense  success. 
I  promised  free  fishing  to  all  who  cared  to  climb 
up  to  it  provided  that  only  sporting  lures  were 
used  for  their  catch.    There  was  even  accommoda- 
tion to  hand,  for  the  Italian  Alpme  Club  have  a 
hut  near  by,  and  I  had  the  advantage  of  a  com- 
panion, an  ItaUan  painter  who  Uved  there  for  the 
three  months  that  the  pass  is  open.    Then  the 
Segretario  of  the  Comune  made  a  blunder:  in 
notifying  the  Provincial  Government  of  the  lease 
of  the  water  to  me,  he  made  out  his  com- 
munication    as     though     it    were    a  pubUc 
and     not     a     private     water.       A  month 
passed,  and  the  Provincial  Government  did  not 
ratify  my  lease ;  what  was  worse,  the  chief  of  the 
piscatorial  estabUshment  where  I  had  bought  the 
fish  was  on  the  Board  of  the  Committee  of  Pisci- 
culture, to  whom    the  Provincial  Government 
referred  it,  and  dechned  to  forward  the  fish  until 
the  permission  of  the  provincial  association  for  the 
regulation  of  fish  culture  was  obtained.    Time  was 
getting  very  precious,  as  it  was  aheady  October, 
and  the  weather  at  any  moment  might  put  such  a 
layer  of  snow  on  the  heights  that  the  mules  would 
no  longer  be  able  to  get  up  with  their  load  of  Uve 


fish.-  The  mules  were  engaged,  the  guide  was 
ready,  and  himself  working  like  a  nigger  canvassing 
among  climbers  who  were  also  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Pisciculture.  I  interviewed  every- 
one I  could  get  at,  and  finding  the  chief  of  the 
pisciculture  obdurate  obtained  an  introduction  to 
the  Prefect  and  a  letter  from  him  authorising  the 
pisciculture  establishment  to  send  me  the  fish, 
but  all  to  no  purpose.  The  chief  pleaded 
that  all  his  cans  were  away  at  an  exhibition 
and  played  the  non  possumus,  in  spite  of  all  the 
Prefect's  admonitions.  He  promised  meanwhile  to 
hurry  up  the  meeting  of  the  provincial  committee 
on  pisciculture,  who  were  to  decide  whether  it  was 
advisable  to  introduce  fish  (which  the  Government 
had  been  breeding  for  that  purpose  for  over  ten 
years)  into  a  pubhc  water  of  the  State  !  I  thought 
perhaps  he  wanted  a  douceur  as  well  as  his  price 
for  the  fish,  and  as  I  am  not  ItaUan  enough  to 
sound  in  such  delicate  waters  I  obtained  a  friend  to 
help  make  out  the  chart.  It  was  a  bit  amusing. 
The  second  received  us  courteously,  and  informed 
us  that  his  chief  was  at  the  exhibition  a  hundred 
miles  away. 

Then  my  friend  sounded  him,  and  finding  that 
his  capabiUties  were  of  too  thick  a  quality  to  obtain 
any  soundings  at  all,  put  a  couple  of  awkward 
posers,  and  presumed  that  he  would  be  able  to 
settle  them  in  his  chief's  absence.    He  said  he 
didn't  know,  but  he  would  talk  it  over  with  his 
chief.     We  pondered  on   telephones  or  possibly 
Marconigrams,  but  in  a  couple  of  minutes  in  walked 
the  chief,  and  we  had  to  conclude  that  Italy  has 
something  better  than  aeroplanes  or  automobiles  up 
her  sleeve  !  One  hundred  miles  and  in  two  minutes  is 
not  bad  travelUng  !    We  did  not  ask  how  he  came, 
and  he  vouchsafed  no  explanation.    However,  my 
friend  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  delay  was 
owmg  to  genuuie  red  tape  preference,  and  that 
there  was  no  golden  pathway  possible.    Then  I 
took  up  the  running  with  him,  and  remmded  him 
of  information  which  he  had  formerly  vouchsafed 
me— namely,  that  even  admitting  that  the  lake  was 
a  pubUc  water,  if  there  was  a  faU  of  over 
five  metres  in  its  communication  with  a  public 
water  it  was  no  longer  a  pubUc  water  in  the 
meaning  of  the  act.    Now  here  I  said  the  stream 
which  runs  out  of  the  lake   leaps  seventy  feet 
clear  over  the  face  of  a  precipice,  lands  on  rock 
and  tumbles  down  another  thirty  feet,  and  finally 
filters  underground  through  gravel  for  300  yards 
before  it  comes  again  to  the  surface.    Don't  you 
think  that  makes  it  impossible  for  the  fish,  which 
you  have  been  engaged  in  breeding  for  so  long,  from 
spoiling  the  public  waters  underneath?  He  admitted 
that  it  did,  but  said  he  awaited  the  more  enlightened 
decision  of  the  Provincial  Committee  of  Pisciculture 
on  that  head  before  he  would  part  with  the  fish. 
I  left  a  telegram  form  with  him  to  inform  me  of 
their  decision,  and  finaUy,  after  the  guide  had 
closed  the  refuge  of  the  Alpine .  Club  for  the  year, 
and  when  the  snow  made  it  impossible  for  the 
mules  to  make  the    ascent,   came  a  telegram 
from    the    committee,    six    weeks    after  the 
matter  was  placed  before  them.    It  contained 
their  gracious  permission  to  introduce  the  fish  at 
my  expense,   and  overstepped  their  sphere  of 
usefubess  by  assuming  the  position  of  my  land- 
lord, and  informing  me  that  they  considered  that 
the  regulations  I  wished  to  introduce  should  be 
hmited  to  three  years.    Whereupon,  having  urgent 
business  awaiting  me  which  I  had  delayed  for  this, 
calUng  me  to  Munich,   London,   and  Cairo,  I 
requested  the  Comime  to  inform  me  whether  they 
had  the  right  of  letting  the  water,  or  whether  it 
belonged  to  the  Provincial  Committee  of  Piscicul- 
ture.   When  I  returned  in  the  spring  the  Comune 
were  anxious  to  continue,  and  I  had  a  message 
from  a  high  official,  who  was  absent  from  the 
Committee  of  Pisciculture,   that  he  would  see 
everything  put  straight  if  I  would  take  up  the 
matter  once  more.     But  this  I  decUned,  as  I  had 
heard  of  more  favourable  fishing  in  a  better  organised 
land,  and,  as  I  pointed  out,  one  year  had  already  been 
lost,  added  to  which  my  artist  friend  intended  to 
give  up  his  sojourn,  so  I  should  have  been  alone. 
I  might  take  it  up  again  m  company,  but  alone  it 
wasn't  worth  my  while.     I  should  Uke  and  once 
thought  of  starting  a  Uttle  colony  up  there  ;  it  is  a 
superb  place  for  painters  and  musicians.    A  few 
hundred  feet  above  the  lake  lies  a  nature-formed 
theatre,  which  Wagner  missed  when  he  chose 
Bayreuth  for  his  centre.    There  in  the  pure,  fine 
air,  far  from  discordant  disturbing  of  the  world's 
affairs,  where  sound  travels  imperial,  where  the 


waft  of  the  wings  of  the  eagle  can  be  heard  in 
sobs  upon  the  air,  would  be  the  place  for  a  swan 
song !    When   first  I  went  over   that  pass,  in 
company  with   two   artist    friends,   I   was  en- 
thralled, and  under  the  spell  of  one  wonderful 
light  which  fell  upon  the  mountains,  so  strange 
and  weird  that  one  could  not  think  of  where 
one  placed  one's  feet,  but  only  of  that  strange 
wonder  of  unearthly  appeal.    It  was  too  much  for 
words,  and  I  did  not  say  a  word  to  my  companions, 
yet  the  same  speU  was  on  them,  for  a  long  while 
afterwards  one  spoke  to  his  friend  thus:  "The 
light  has  never  changed  there  since  we  first  saw  it; 
it  must  be  a  vision."-    Two  men  who  had  known 
one  another  for  a  couple  of  years,  another  a  chance 
corapanion  of  that  cUmb,  all  painters,  and  used  to 
noting  strange  effects  of  Nature,  and  all  three  with- 
out a  word  influenced  by  that  sight  in  the  same 
way.    I  beUeve  that  is  phenomenal  for  a  dayUght 
experience.    But  it  isn't  fishing,  so  perhaps  not 
Fishing  Gazette-a,hle.    I  have  written  of  my  experi- 
ences in  the  endeavour  to  ameUorate  the  fishing  of 
Lombardy  and  the  pre-Alps,  because  it  may  be  that 
others  would  Uke  to  interest  themselves  in  it.  I 
should  Uke  to  know  if  there  are  any  such.    I  might 
be  of  use  in  showing  where  to  avoid  pitfalls,  and  I 
might  perhaps  help  in  the  show.    One  has  to  rough 
it,  and  some  knowledge  of  ItaUan  is  necessary. 
But  they  are  an  intelUgent  people,  and  those  in  the 
mountains  are  as  impulsive  and  generous  as  the 
Irish,  w.  D.  G. 


AMERICAN  NOTES  ON  SALMON 
FISHING,  ETC. 


March  11. — Everything  points  to  an  early 
spring  over  here,  frost  is  nearly  out  of  the  ground, 
worms  have  come  to  the  surface,  and  a  few  blue 
birds  and  robins  have  already  arrived  from  the 
south. 

I  never  remember  hearing  the  chorus  of  small 
frogs  so  early  in  the  year,  but  I  have  reUable  evidence 
that  their  voices  were  heard  yesterday. 

Woodcock  began  to  move  in  February,  and  are 
probably  settled  in  their  breeding  grounds  by  this 
time.  I  have  seen  this  bird  in  Georgia  as  late  as 
March  1,  but  they  are  among  the  leaders  in  the 
spring  migration. 

Many  people  complain  about  the  weather  in 
March,  and  speak  of  it  as  one  of  the  most  detestable 
months  of  the  year.  To  me  it  is  deUghtful  as  a 
season  of  hope,  everything  is  before  us  ;  the  trout 
season  is  close  at  hand,  and  from  day  to  day  the 
sun  gains  power.  Constant  improvement  is  the 
watchword  now  for  several  months.  April,  May, 
and  June  are  harvest  times  with  the  fly  fisher. 
From  July  I  to  Aug.  15  the  weather  is  usually  too 
warm  for  much  sport,  and  our  season  closes  on 
Sept.  1.  We  have  no  grayUng  to  make  us  hapny 
in  September,  October,  and  November,  but  I  hope 
that  this  -will  be  remedied  in  the  near  future,  as  we 
have  many  streams  which  seem  to  be  pecuUarly 
adapted  to  these  fine  game  fish. 

The  art  of  illustration  has  progressed  by  leaps 
and  bounds  in  the  last  decade,  yet  how  few  are  the 
books  containing  satisfactory  pictures  of  natural 
and  artificial  flies  !  Do  you  know  any  that  are 
better  than  the  plates  in  the  first  and  second 
editions  of  Ronald's  Entomology,  pubUshed  over 
sixty  years  ago  ?  Hand  colouring  is  slow,  expen- 
sive, and  frequently  inaccurate.  I  am  sure  that 
some  process  combining  photography  and  Utho- 
graphy,  can  be  found  that  will  give  accurate  and 
comparatively  inexpensive  results.  If  you  study 
the  plates  in  JMrs.  Marbury's  "  Favourite  FUes  and 
their  Histories  "  you  will  see  what  I  am  thinking 
about.  The  dry  flies  are  poor,  probably  because 
the  dressers  were  not  accustomed  to  this  kind  of 
work,  but  many  of  the  large  patterns  are  absolutely 
right.  One  can  recognise  every  feather  and  the 
different  fibres  in  a  mixed  -ndng.  I  speak  \nth 
confidence,  as  I  have  seen  the  original  flies  sewn  on 
cards  and  framed  just  as  they  were  sent  to  the 
publishers.  This  was,  I  believe,  an  expensive  book, 
not  aUowing  its  author  a  large  margin  of  profit  when 
sold  at  S5,  but  it  is  very  large  and  contains  an 
extraordinary  number  of  illustrations. 

I  enclose  the  formula  of  a  large  fly  mentioned  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  some  time  since.  I  had  intended 
to  send  a  sample  fly  to  anyone  who  inquired  about 
it,  but  the  demands  of  business  upon  my  time  have 
been  too  great  for  fly  making  (I  have  been  trying 
to  arrange  a  light  for  night  work  on  the  fines  laid 
down  by  Mr,   Halford).    This   fly  has  proved 
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attractive  to  all  predatory  tisli.  A  good  deal 
depends  upon  the  way  it  is  worked  in  the  water. 
The  celebrated  Scotch  salmon  flies  known  as  the 
two  Eagles  are,  I  believe,  nearly  always  played  in 
this  way,  possibly  with  longer  and  more  sweeping 
movements. 

The  "  Bumble  Puppy  "  is  great  medicine — there 
is  no  doubt  of  that,  after  years  of  trial.  Attach  a 
well-made  specimen  to  the  end  of  your  cast  and  play 
it  in  clear  water.  You  will  see  at  once  that  it  is 
very  much  alive  and  shows  up  wonderfully.  If 
jungle  fowl  feathers  are  put  on  they  should  open 
and  shut  with  each  movement  of  the  fly.  Years 
ago  I  sent  samples  of  this  fly,  dressed  salmon  fly 
fashion,  to  the  Editor,  but  it  is  difficult  to  induce 
anglers  to  try  new  patterns  if  they  are  peculiar  or 
display  combinations  not  usually  approved  of. 

Salmon  and  trout  do  approve  of  a  new  dish  now 
and  then,  however.  I  remember  years  ago  seeing 
the  dressing  of  the  Bull-dog  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
after  reading  a  report  of  this  fly  having  killed  the  two 
largest  salmon  of  the  year  on  the  Eden. 

I  tied  a  few  flies  from  this  description,  and  gave 
one  or  two  to  several  friends  who  went  to  Canada 
the  following  spring.  One  of  these  gentlemen  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  have  a  week  or  ten  days  on  the 
Restigouche  Club  water,  and  although  it  was  his 
first  experience  in  salmon  fishing  succeeded  in 
killing  ten  salmon  and  six  grilse.  One  bright, 
isunny  day  (the  month  was  June)  many  anglers 
were  on  the  river,  as  there  was  a  large  attendance 
at  the  club,  but  no  one  could  do  any  good  at  all ; 
the  salmon  were  dour  and  would  not  rise.  The 
fishing  is  from  a  canoe,  and  after  some  hours  of 
disappointment,  my  friend's  Indian  guide  looked 
over  his  small  stock  of  flies.  Finding  the  pretty 
Bull-dog,  he  looped  it  to  the  cast.  The  fly  was  tied 
on  a  Pennell  Limerick  No.  2  with  tapered  shank 
and  gut  loop,  and  it  was  soon  disporting  itself  upon 
the  waters  of  the  Restigouche.  Only  a  few  casts 
were  made  when  a  salmon  rose  and  was  hooked, 
and,  to  make  a  long  story  short,  my  friend  took  five 
salmon  that  day,  the  best  of  which  weighed  381b. 
The  strange  part  of  it  is  that  he  monoijolised  the 
sport  entirely,  no  one  else  having  taken  a  fish.  It 
is  certainly  a  very  pretty  fly,  blue  and  silver,  orange 
and  black,  if  I  remember  rightly. 

By  the  way,  the  guides  were  all  "  down  "-  on 
the  Pennell  hooks  because  of  the  narrow  gape  across 
the  bend.  They  preferred  the  old-fashioned  heavy 
wired  O'Shaughnessy,  as  used  by  the  Tweed  fly 
dressers — hooks  very  large  for  their  size,  to  use  an 
Irishism. 

How  easy  it  is  in  England  to  get  materials  for 
fly  dressing  !  One  can  walk  into  a  shop,  select 
exactly  what  he  wants,  and  pay  his  money.  Here 
a  man  wastes  time  worth  many  times  the  money 
value  of  the  stuff,  and  has  to  put  up  with  any  trash 
he  can  find.  I  am  fond  of  collecting  when  I  have 
time  and  luck,  but  it  is  difficult  to  tie  flies  that 
satisfy  one's  artistic  sense  with  indifferent  feathers. 

Duns  are  almost  impossible  on  this  side,  and  most 
of  the  fowls  are  large  and  coarse. 

The  entomology  of  the  trout  streams  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  is  extremely  interesting, 
and  the  number  ftf  species  very  great.  I  beheve 
that  we  have  insects  approximating  all  those 
described  in  English  works  on  the  subject  and 
many  others.  We  have  many  small  flies,  but  as  a 
rule  American  ephemera  are  larger  than  their 
English  equivalents.  Naturalists  say  that  we  have 
several  species  of  May  Flies,  and  I  am  familiar 
myself  with  many  Dun  flies  as  large  or  larger  than 
the  English  March  Brown. 

I  wonder  what  the  trout  of  the  Test  or  Itchen 
would  say  to  the  Horned  CorydaUs,  the  image  of 
the  "  Hellgramite  or  "  Dobson  --  ?  I  have  seen 
heavy  rises  of  this  beast  in  June,  but  do  not  think 
the  trout  take  them  as  flies,  though  they  do  feed  on 
them  to  some  extent  in  the  larval  form.  The 
American  trout  is  a  game  chap.  I  have  seen  one 
not  over  eight  inches  in  length  go  for  a  big  disabled 
dragon  fly  until  he  got  it  under  and  kept  it. 

I  would  give  much  to  visit  the  best  of  the  chalk 
streams  of  the  Mother  Country — Test,  Anton, 
Itchen,  Kennet,  Colne.  They  are  names  to  conjure 
with.  Not  that  I  would  wish  to  fish.  No  ;  but  I 
would  be  an  interested  onlooker  if  any  past  master 
of  the  dry  fly  would  suffer  me  to  attend  his  royal 
highness  as  a  gilHe.  We  have  big  limestone  streams 
here  and  there,  which  must  give  some  notion  of  a 
chalk  stream,  but  the  surroundings  are  entirely 
different. 

[The  following  is  the  dressing  of  the  "  Bumble 
Puppy  "  referred  to  by  Mr,  Gordon.    I  feel  sure 


it  Avould  kill  well  on  dark  days  and  for  evening 
fishing,  as  it  has  quite  a  ghost-moth  kind  of 
appearance. — R.  B.  M.] 

Bumble  Puppy 

Tag — Silver  and  red  silk.  Tail — Scarlet  ibis, 
two  mated  feathers,  back  to  back  and  quite  straight 
on  hook.  Butt — Red  or  yellow  chenille  :  have  tried 
black  ostrich.  Body — White  silk  chenille,  ribbed 
flat  silver  tinsel  (must  be  bright),  body  full,  not 
thin.  Hackle — Badger,  large,  long,  and  lots  of  it. 
Wings — Double  or  single,  according  to  size  of  hook  ; 
strips  of  white  swan  or  goose,  over  white  hair  from 
deer,  white  bear,  or  goat.  Sides — Jungle  fowl,  low. 
Shoulder  hackle — Over  wing,  a  good  widgeon  feather 
as  long  or  longer  than  the  badger.  Head — Red  or 
yellow  chenille,  or  black,  plain  varnished. 

Theodore  Gordon. 


THE  MUSINGS  OF  GEAND- 
FATHEE  FAEIO. 


Without  even  the  slightest  perceptible  wag  of 
his  tail  to  maintain  liis  position  Grandfather  Fario 
lay  at  the  entrance  to  his  pet  holt  under  the  root 
of  the  great  willow  in  the  deep  quiet  eddy,  looking 
out  complacently  upon  the  main  current  of  the 
river  as  it  flowed  past.  Stout  and  lusty,  with  his 
pectoral  fins  akimbo,  and  that  part  of  him  gleaming 
white  where  his  apron  would  have  been  if  he  had 
worn  one,  he  was  like  mine  host  of  the  neighbouring 
"  Jolly  Anglers,"  as  mine  host  stood  at  the  front 
door  of  his  hostel  and  gazed  contentedly  upon  the 
meagre  world  that  passed  along  the  road  before 
him. 

"  Humph  !  nothing  much  on  the  move  this 
morning,"  mused  Grandfather  Fario.  "  Hullo  ! 
that  was  a  Blue  Dun  that  came  down — and  another  ! 
— and  another  !  Why,  there's  a  hatch  on.  What 
are  the  fario  boys  doing  to  miss  a  chance  like  this  ? 
Ah  !  up  they  come — one — two — three — four  !  The 
stream's  fairly  boihng  with  the  energetic  youngsters 
— the  '  rising  generation  '  I  call  'em.  It's  a  com- 
fortable sight  to  see  such  an  amount  of  youthful 
energy  expended  on  such  a  tiny  trifle  as  a  Blue  Dun, 
that  is  barely  a  taste  and  never  a  chew — dart,  suck, 
grab,  twist,  jump  !  Fifteen  hundred  bites  to  make 
one  decent  meal !  Well,  well,  they're  young  and 
foolish.  It's  only  the  fools  that  work.  Four-pound 
trout  like  me  let  the  fools  forage  for  us.  By  the 
way,  I've  not  breakfasted  myself  yet !  Oh,  here's 
a  youngster  working  this  way.  Looks  as  if  he'd 
put  his  flies  into  a  good  skin." 

Grandfather  Fario  here  stole  gently  up  behind  a 
six-inch  yearling,  gave  one  vigorous  wag  of  his  tail 
and  one  snap  of  his  jaws,  and  took  his  great-grandson 
to  his  heart — or,  perhaps,  it  would  be.  more  accurate 
to  say,  to  his  stomach. 

"  Humph  !  "  resumed  Grandfather  Fario  as  he 
dropped  softly  back  to  his  former  position,  smack- 
ing his  lips  critically.  "  Write  me  as  one  who  loves 
his  fellow  trout !  I  rather  fancy  the  introduction 
of  that  Loch  Leven  blood  into  the  family  has 
improved  the  general  flavour  a  trifle.  Family  !  I 
must  have  a  family  of  several  thousands  in  this 
length.  I've  heard  of  the  inconvenience  of  a  large 
family,  but  I  could  never  see  it  in  that  light.  A 
four-pound  trout  with  a  healthy  appetite  requires  a 
large  family  to  nourish  and  support  him.  It's 
natural  that  he  should  love  his  children  and  grand- 
children, and  '  do  '  for  them  as  far  as  possible,  and 
that  he  should  deUght  to  see  them  grow  to  a  size  at 
which  they  can  be  a  veritable  stay  and  strengthener 
to  him. 

"  Hullo  !  here's  that  same  walloping  big  March 
Brown  that  came  sailing  over  this  corner  six  or  seven 
times  yesterday  afternoon.  No,  thank  you  ;  I'm 
not  taking  any.  That  March  Bro\vn  is  sour.  I  can 
see  the  string  that  works  it,  and  I've  no  urgent 
yearning  to  take  a  part  in  a  one-fine  tragedy. 
You're  pretty  spry,  Mr.  Waltonian  ;  but  if  you 
lived  down  here  you'd  know  better  than  to  stain 
your  gut  so  dark  if  you  didn't  want  it  to  be  seen 
against  the  light.  However,  it  wouldn't  have  made 
any  difference  if  I  hadn't  seen  the  string,  my  friend, 
for  I've  been  teetotal  fly-shy  for  four  years  and 
more,  and  never  even  smell  at  a  wriggHng  worm  or  a 
mouthful  of  minnow  without  carefully  feefing  all 
round  it  with  my  tail  first. 

"  Why,  there's  two  of  the  Walton  vermin  on  the 
bank  !  I  can  hear  'em  talking,  and — Jock  Scott ! 
what's  that  they  say  ? 


"  '  Did  you  read  what  that  American  Johnnie 
had  to  say  last  week  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the 
light-rod  question  ?    Now,  I  think  myself  ' 

"'Oh,  hang  the  Ught-rod  controversy  ;  I'm  sick 
of  it !  Besides,  the  whole  thing's  a  sheer  waste  of 
brains.  It's  flogging  a  dead  horse — or,  rather,  it's 
flogging  a  horse  that  very  soon  will  be  dead.  In  a 
few  years  more  there'll  scarcely  be  such  a  thing 
known  as  fishing  with  rod  and  line — the  system  will 
be  absolutely  laid  aside  in  all  scientific  angling 
circles  as  too  clumsy,  and  fishing  by  wireless  electric 
current  will  be  the  only  form  recognised  by  the  best 
sporting  authorities.  I've  read  about  the  dodge 
somewhere.  Instead  of  rod  and  line  you  have  a 
patent  electric  anglerscope  that  you  fix  the  fly  or 
bait  on,  take  aim,  touch  the  trigger,  and  shoot  it  off 
exactly  to  the  spot  where  you  want  it,  guiding  and 
controlling  the  bait  by  electricity,  and  playing  your 
fish  direct  off  the  battery  by  reeling  off  or  winding  up 
wireless  current  at  your  discretion.  It's  a  great 
idea,  and  ' 

"  There  !  they've  gone.  Good  gracious  !  what 
are  we  coming  to  ?  I  declare  the  idea  of  that  new 
wireless  current  notion  actually  turned  the  blood 
warm  in  my  veins  !  After  this  it  positively  won't 
be  safe  to  touch  anything  -Hathout  first  carefully 
feeling  all  round  it  for  the  electricity.  This  is  a 
most  serious  matter.  These  continual  innovations 
in  the  sport  simply  compel  us  to  keep  raising  the 
education  of  trout  to  a  higher  standard,  and  now  we 
cannot  too  soon  get  into  force  a  new  Trout  Educa- 
tion Bill,  making  it  compulsory  upon  every  fish  to 
go  through  a  full  course  of  electrical  science.  Was 
it  yesterday,  or  was  it  the  day  before,  that  I  over- 
heard one  sneering  scoffer  observe  to  a  fellow-mortal, 
'  You  talk  about  trout  being  educated  !  Pooh,  sir  ! 
Where  do  they  get  their  learning  from,  I'd  like  to 
know  ?  '.  Poor,  self-deluded  man  !  He  forgot  that 
the  trout's  library  is  composed  of  the  '  books  in  the 
running  brooks.' 

"  Hullo  !  what's  all  that  commotion  ? — ah,  that 
big  walloping  March  Brown  has  proved  too  tempting 
to  one  unfortunate.  A  pounder,  too  !  Serves 
you  right,  sir.  You  may  fight  and  rush  and  struggle, 
but  uf)  you'll  have  to  go.  That's  where  the  difference 
comes  in  between  a  human  scholar  and  a  trout 
student.  If  the  boy  makes  a  mistake  in  class  he 
goes  down  ;  but  if  the  trout  makes  a  mistake  he 
goes  up  —  though,  of  course,  in  both  cases  the 
culprit  gets  a  taste  of  the  rod.  Yes,  your  strength's 
all  about  spent.  No,  I've  no  pity  for  you.  You 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourself — a  big,  well-grown 
trout  like  you !  Why,  a  second-standard  trout 
would  never  have  taken  a  fly  like  that  without  first 
feefing  all  round  it  for  the  string  ! 

"  Now,  he's  gone.  I  feel  as  if  a  nap  would  do  me 
good.  My  breakfast's  made  me  quite  drowsy.  I 
can  feel  it  a  Uttle  heavy  on  my  chest,  as  if — good 
gracious  !  it  surely  can't  be  my  digestion  that's 
wrong,  that  a  mere  six-inch  yearling  should  disagree 
with  me,  especially  when  that  yearling  is  only  a 
great-great-great-great-grandson  !  Now,  of  course, 
if  he'd  been  my  son  we  might  have  understood  the 
slight  inconvenience,  because  a  son  seldom  does 
agree  with  his  father.  "- 

Grandfather  Fario  lazily  dropped  back  into  his 
holt  beneath  the  root  of  the  big  willow,  and  snoozed 
comfortably  with  both  eyes  wide  open,  until  the 
sight  of  a  half-pounder  recklessly  dashing  straight 
towards  the  sacred  corner  roused  him  into  a  fit  of 
indignant  passion. 

"  Grannom  and  Spinners  !  "  he  cried  in  his  ire. 
"  This  is  an  outrage  !  I've  never  been  so  affronted 
since  the  riparian  owner  put  in  those  half-dozen 
vulgar,  quarrelsome  Irish  trout,  who  would  persist 
in  trailing  their  ugly  selves  across  the  front  of  my 
holt  and  sneeringly  dare  me  to  '  kindly  trid  on  the 
tail  av  me  fin  !  '  It's  monstrous — unheard  of.  I 
couldn't  have  beUeved  it  possible  that  a  mere 
insignificant  half-pounder  should  have  had  the  pre- 
sumption to  invade  this  specially  reserved  retreat  ! 
Oho,  my  cheeky  young  friend,  you're  determined  to 
come  in,  are  you  ?  Then  you  shall  come  in."  And 
Grandfather  Fario  opened  his  jaws  and  took  liim  in.- 
"  Here  !  oh  ! — I  say  ! — what's  that  pointed  pain  in 
the  left-hand  side  of  my  gullet  ?— and  this  steady 
draw  that's  dragging — Great  scissors  !  That  reck- 
less young  rascal  must  have  been  fool  enough  to  get 
hooked  on  that  walloping  big  March  Brown,  and 
now  it's  fast  in  my  gullet.  In  my  excitement  I — I — 
I  clean  forgot  to  feel  round  with  my  tail  for  the 
string  ;  and  now  I'm  going  up — up — up  to  that 
glass  case  in  the  club -room  from  which  no  four- 
pound  trout  ever  returns  1  -' 

W,  Carter  Platts^ 
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S.  ALLGOGK  &  CO.,  LIMITED, 


Telegraph:  "ALLCOCK,  REDDITCH." 
Telephone  :  No.  2  REDDITCH. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Tackle,  Hooks,  Sc.,  in  the  World. 


Branch  Houses— 
PARIS) 

77,  Rue  Eambviteail, 


TfWOE  MARKt 


CANADA:  Toronto. 

Gut  Factory: 
MURCIA,  SPAIX. 


GRAND  PRK 

PARIS 


Wholesale  Agents 
In  all  the  Princii'al  Towns 
IN  EuRoi'K  AND  America. 

VIENNA: 

Otto  Noot,  til,  Heumarkt 
Lagergasse,  2. 


TRADE  MARK. 


Brussels,  1897        EXPOSITION  UNIYERSELLE  1900        erusseu.  .8„ 

GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  TWENTY-TWO  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS 


MELBOURNE: 

Mr.  J.  D.  Wiagg,  Cochrane 
Street,  Elesternwick. 


THE  "BADEN-POWELL"  PATTERNS  SALMON  FLIES,  on  single  and  double  hooks;  none  genuine 
without  Baden-Powell's  signature. 

THE  ALUMINIUM  "AERIAL"  REEL,  with  line  guard  and  deep  flange. 

THE  "STANDARD"  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES,  dressed  on  the  "Model  Perfect"  Hooks. 

For  SALMON,  GRILSE,  TROUT,  and  GRAYLING, 

THE  "HERCULES"  CUT  CASTS 

ARE  THE  STRONGEST  AND  BEST. 

They  will  Last  at  least  Three  Times  Longer  than  any  other. 

We  claim  that  by  Steeping  the  Gut  in  our  Special  Preparation  the  pliability  and  softness  is  so 
greatly  increased  that  the  subsequent  process  of  knotting  it  into  Casts  does  not  injure  it  in  the  least. 

It  not  only  gives  to  the  Gut  flexibility  and  greater  strength,  but  also  durability,  as  the  Prepara- 
tion protects  it  from  the  action  of  air  and  light. 


.  .  .  Pt*ess  Notices  .  .  . 


THE  riete. 

"  We  have  made  experiments  with  pieces  of  tiiis  gut,  and  Were  able  to  fasten 
eyed  hooks  to  a  strand  without  the  necessity  of  wetting  it  previously.  This,  of 
course,  is  an  enormous  gain.  The  pliability  and  softness  of  the  gut  under  this 
special  preparation  is  a  fact  obvious  to  anyone  who  sees  and  handles  it,  and  to  be 
able  to  knot  on  a  fly  with  gut  that  has  not  been  previously  wetted,  without  crack- 
ing it  is  very  strong  evidence  in  its  favour.  It  seems  to  be  not  only  a  real  novelty, 
but  a  very  important  invention." 

LAND  AND  WATER. 

"The  new  casts  are  happily  named  the  'Hercules,'  for  they  Combine  flexi- 
bility with  great  strength.  Anglers  who  take  a  keen  interest  in  all  details  which 
go  to  make  up  a  successful  day's  sport  should  lose  no  time  in  ordering  them. 
In  knotting  a  cast  together  the  gut  should  be  as  pliable  and  soft  as  possible." 


THE  FiSHINd  GAZETTE. 

"  We  have  no  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  special  preparation,  but  more 
beautifully  tapered  well  made  three  yard  casts  we  have  seldom  seen." 

THE  ROD  AND  GUN. 

"  The  '  SeroUles '  Oasts  are  extremely  soft  and  flexible  to  the  touch." 

THE  ANGLER. 

"  We  have  carefully  examined  the  knots  in  a  dozen  '  Hercules '  Casts  sent  to 
us  by  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  and  cannot  find  the  faintest  mark  caused  by  tying. 
The  gut  is  much  more  flexible  than  under  ordinary  conditions.  It  feels,  between 
the  finger  and  thumb,  like  a  good  round  hair.  Anglers  know  the  soft  feel  of  hair. 
The  gut  in  these  casts  approaches  hair  in  consistency,  so  that  the  claim  of 
flexibility  is  all  right.  The  casts  are  perfect  at  the  knots  and  in  no  case  is  the 
I    gut  marked." 


THE   "HERCULE5"  CASTS  ARE   NUMBERED  AS  UNDER: 

No.  3490.  Fine,  Medium,  and  Strong.  ,  No.  3494.  Light  Salmon.  No.  3498.  May  Fly  Casts,  tapered  strong  to 

„   3491.  Strongest  for  Lake  Fishing.  |  „   3495.  Strong  Salmon.  3x  Fine. 

„  3492.  Extra  Fine,  undrawTi.  j  „   3496.  Extra  Strong  Salmon.  „  8499,  Tapered    Undrawn    Trout  Casts, 

„  3493.  X,  XX,  XXX  Fine.  j  „  3497.  Extra  Extra  Strong  Salmon.  medium  to  2x  Fine. 

AU  the  above  are  made  from  the  vety  best  selected  Spanish  Out,  and  each  Cast  carefully  tested. 


THE  STRONGEST.  Each  Cast  is  labelled  "  Hercules."  THE  FINEST  AND  BEST. 

TJSE  ABOVE  CAN  BE  HAD  FROM  ANY  GOOD  TACKLE  DEALEB, 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  mornirtg4 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genekal  Remarks. — The  river  is  in 
good  order,  but  the  weather  having  turned  cold 
again  there  has  been  little  sport  with  Thames  trout, 
Mr.  G.  Sinibaldi,  of  the  K.P.S.,  has  had  a  2Jlb, 
trout  at  Shepperton,  and  I  hear  that  Mr.  H.  E, 
Lukyn  has  secured  a'  trout  of  81b.  These  are  the 
only  fish  so  far  as  I  have  heard  that  have  been 
secured  since  my  last  report. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire).  —  Owing  to 

the  sharp  frosts  very  little  sport  has  been  met  with, 
although  several  large  trout  have  been  seen  to  rise 
in  and  around  the  St.  John's  weir ;  the  river  is  in 
Splendid  order  and  the  roach  swims  are  being  cleared 
and  baited.  Good  accommodation  close  to  river. — 
Chas.  Powell. 

Ancholme  District. — Trout  fishing  is  still  well- 
nigh  out  of  the  question.  Frosts  continue  nightly, 
and  during  the  day  showers  of  hail  and  snowstorms 
are  by  no  means  infrequent.  The  Cowdung  Fly 
is  hatching  during  the  intervals  of  sunshine,  and 
this  is  the  very  best  fly  for  a  beginning  here.  March 
Browns  are  not  very  numerous  in  this  district.  Two 
hundred  fine  rainbow  yearlings  went  into  some  local 
reservoirs  yesterday.  The  cold  weather  favours 
delivery  of  fish,  but  makes  sad  havoc  with  fry  in 
tjout  nurseries. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor' 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire). — Anglers  are 
getting  very  good  sport,  considering  the  cold 
weather  which  prevails.  Trout  rise  fairly  well,  and 
are  up  in  condition.  Dr.  Goode  had  three  and  a 
half  brace,  Mr.  R.  Walker  three  brace,  and  Mr. 
H.  Milward  two  and  a  half  brace,  average  weight, 
lib. — Chas.  Powell. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Cold  east  winds 
have  prevailed  for  the  major  portion  of  the  week, 
and  baskets  have  again  been  small,  ranging  from 
a  couple  of  dozen  downwards.  On  Thiu-sday, 
April  16,  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  and  Mr.  Thomas  each 
secured  about  a  dozen  and  a  half  fine  fish,  and  Mr. 
M.  Revell  had  a  small  basket.  Mr.  Wade  and  Mr. 
Marshall,  of  the  Hotel  Seymour,  creeled  some  beau- 
tiful trout  in  the  Harbourne.  Very  little  has  been 
done  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river.  The  caddis 
grub  is  still  in  abundance,  and  the  fish  find  plenty 
of  food,  consequently  they  are  not  taking  well. 
Salmon  fishing  has,  too,  been  disappointing  up  to 
now.  Mr.  Struben  was  successful  in  landing  a  201b. 
fish  a  week  or  so  ago.  Better  weather  is  needed  to 
liven  up  sport  a  bit.— Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — A  fair  number  of  .  rods 
have  been  out  on  the  rivers,  and  on  the  average 
sport  has  been  fair.  In  the  Exe  a  good  number  of 
salmon  have  been  captured.  The  upper  waters 
have  afforded  good  sport,  whilst  some  good  catches 
have  been  made  in  the  Greedy.  The  Taw  and 
Torridge  Board  of  Conservators  have  put  a  large 
number  of  fish  into  the  rivers  in  accordance  with 
the  resolution  of  some  time  since.  It  is  reported 
that  catches  have  been  plentiful,  and  that  good 
sport  should  be  obtained  in  its  waters  in  the  future. 
— Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — For  the  past  week  snow-broth 
has  interfered  with  sport  very  much.  It  has  ruined 
trout-fishing  until  we  have  a  good  warm  rain ; 
salmon  have  been  very  shy  about  rising.  Mr. 
Arrowsmith  has  had  four  good  fish  about  Fish 
Garth  Island,  end  Mr.  F.  Sandeman  two  in  the 
same  water.  Mr.  R.  Scott  one  at  Brocklewath,  and 
Mr.  Edwards  two  at  Armathwaite  Castle.  In  the 
Armathwaite  Hall  water  Dr.  Murray  killed  one  and 
Mrs.  Murray  two  ;  Mr.  A.  Howe  one  in  the  Wetheral 
Boat  pool ;  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Graham  and  Mr.  Edward 
Brown  one  each  below  Carlisle.  The  nets  below 
Carlisle  are  doing  very  Uttle,  whilst  those  above, 
say,  at  Warwick  Hall,  Low  House,  and  Armathwaite 
Castle,  are  now  having  a  good  innings — the  first  they 
have  had  this  season,  owing  to  the  size  of  the 
water. — Silver  Gbey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Some  salmon  have 
been  caught  by  rod  anglers  since  my  last  report, 
two  near  Tiverton,  with  lobworms,  one  near  Up 
Exe,  by  Captain  Lupton,  171b.,  and  a  few  others. 
Trout  have  also  been  caught  at  Brampfoi'd  Speke, 
Stoke  Canon,  Up  Exe,  and  Cadeleigh.  On  Monday 
the  net  fisherrnen  had  a  good  haul  with  the  salmon 
nets,  one  boat  securing  twenty-five  fish  and  another 
twenty-two  in  one  haul. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines  and  Camhs). — 
The  weather  became  more  wintry  as  the  Easter 
week  proceeded.  Some  of  the  night  frosts  were 
very  sharp,  and  ice  formed  on  the  still  waters, 
which  caused  disappointment  to  anglers.  Very  few 
flies  were  about  in  the  daytime,  which  was  very 
bright,  and  those-  who  caught  fish  were  chiefly  those 
who  relied  on  bottom  bait ;  takes  were  very  few. 
One  I  heard  of  by  a  visitor,  made  in  the  neighbour- 


hood of  Bourne,  consisted  of  seven  and  a  half  brace. 
Other  takes  are  scarcely  worth  mention. — Limpet. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  —  Winter  seems 
to  have  gone  at  last.  The  weather  ia  warmer,  and 
flies  are  hatching  in  large  numbers.  The  fishing 
has  been  good,  and  is  much  above  the  average.  On 
April  8,  Mr.  Pont  killed  eighteen  fish  and  Mr. 
Stratton  ten  ;  on  the  9th,  Mr.  Malpass  had  sixteen 
fish,  Mr.  Pont  seventeen,  Mr.  Bourke  sixteen,  Mr. 
Stratton  thirteen,  and  Mr.  Von  Heyder  six.  On 
the  10th,  Mr.  Malpass  had  tsventy-two  fish, 
Mr.  Pont  twelve  fish,  Mr.  Milles  eleven,  Mr. 
Von  Heyder  ten,  Mr.  Forgan  nine,  Mr.  Watson 
seven,  and  several  anglers  had  six  and  under. 
On  the  11th,  Mr.  Milles  and  Mr.  Malpass 
had  nine  fish  each,  Mr.  Von  Heyder  had 
ten,  and  Mr.  Stratton  six.  On  the  13th,  Mr. 
Pont  had  eleven ;  Mr.  Malpass,  ten  ;  and  several 
others  seven  fish  and  under.  On  the  14th,  Mr. 
Stratton  had  twenty ;  Mr.  Von  Heyder,  eighteen  ; 
Messrs.  Malpass,  Jackson,  and  Bourke,  nine  each. 
On  the  15th,  there  were  several  baskets,  six  and 
under,  but  no  big  catches.  On  the  16th,  17th,  and 
18th,  it  was  cold,  windy,  and  snowing.  Mr.  Malpass 
took  eight  fish  on  the  16th;  Mr.  Jackson,  thirteen 
on  the  1 7th  ;  and  Mr.  Von  Heyder.  eleven  on  the 
17th.  On  the  18th,  there  were  five  baskets  of  ten 
each.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  Malpass  killed  twenty -nine, 
171b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Chesshire,  six  fish ;  Mr.  Von 
Heyder,  nine.  On  the  21st,  Mr.  Malpass  killed 
thirty-nine  fish,  221b.'  6oz.,  and  several  anglers  ten 
each  and  under.  Thirty-nine  fish  is  the  best  basket 
so  far  this  year. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Bitterly  cold  winds  have 
again  been  experienced  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  in 
the  tributaries  Mimram,  Ash,  Beane,  and  Stort, 
and  the  weather  consequently  has  been  all  against 
trout  showing  themselves.  Early  in  the  week, 
however,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that 
several  trout  were  noted  feeding  between  Ware  and 
Hertford,  and  a  good  fish  has  been  seen  near  the 
watercress  bed.  Rye  House.  Some  trout  have  also 
been  noticed  on  the  move  in  the  subscription  water 
at  Hertford.  Rivers  are  very  bright.  The  trout 
fishing  season  opens  on  Friday  next. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 

noted  trout  streams  have  gone  down  and  have 
greatly  improved  as  to  prospects  for  sport,  and  they 
are  now  in  good  order  for  fishing,  but  the  weather 
has  been  so  very  cold  and  changeable  that  angling 
has  not  been  brisk.  The  fish  are  inclined  to  move 
and  have  been  rising  well  during  the  warmer  parts 
of  the  day  at  the  fiy,  and  a  few  very  nice  trout  have 
been  landed,  but  no  really  good  baskets  have  been 
taken  ;  and  until  we  get  the  weather  warm  sport 
will  be  slow.  Anglers  have  used  Blue  Dun,  Red 
Palmer,  Cowdung,  Iron  Blue,  March  Brown,  and 
February  Red.  Minnow  fishing  should  be  good. 
The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  fair  condition,  yet,  owing  to  the  un- 
seasonable weather  which  still  holds,  fishing  has 
been  almost  out  of  the  question.  At  time  of  writing 
(Wednesday  evening)  the  wind  is  from  the  N.E., 
very  cold  ;  weather  dull ;  clouds  appear  to  be  laden 
with  hail  or  snow.  Glass  very  low.  Until  a  favour- 
able change  occurs,  there  will  be  little  sport. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — During  the  last 
week  fly-fishing  has  been  for  the  most  part  uiisuc- 
cessful.  There  has  been  a  copious  rise  of  fly  every 
day,  particularly  about  midday,  chiefly  Olives  and 
Pale  Duns,  but  the  fish  have  not  taken  them  at  all 
freely.  Takes  of  one  or  two  brace  onlj'  are  just 
now  the  order  of  the  day.  Fish  are  rapidly  getting 
into  very  good  condition,  and  show  good  sport 
when  hooked;  several  pounders  and  one  of  1^-lb. 
have  been  landed  within  the  last  few  days.  The 
river  is  at  a  nice  level,  though  some  warm  showers 
would  improve  matters. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — A  curious  incident  happened  while 
Mr.  Thomas  Maddock,  one  of  the  watchmen  of  the 
dockyard,  was  fishing  oft  the  jetty  on  Tuesday 
(April  7)  for  bass.  He  had  caught  several  nice  fish, 
and  at  last  hooked  one  that  carried  away  his  gut 
and  gimp  trace.  Two  days  after,  namely,  on  the 
Thursday,  he  was  fishing  at  the  same  spot,  when  he 
hooked  and  landed  a  bass  of  about  lib.  weight, 
which  had  his  missing  trace  attached  to  it.  This  is 
rather  a  curious  circumstance,  as  it  is  in  the  open 
sea  with  a  very  strong  tideway.  He  is  certain  it 
was  his  own  trace,  because  of  his  peculiar  way  of 
fitting  it.  The  spring  pollack  are  not  yet  in  in 
numbers,  but  I  have  seen  a  lot  of  boats  fishing  for 
them  at  the  east  end  of  the  breakwater.  There  are 
several  school  bass  still  being  caught  in  the  Hamoaze, 
and  as  many  as  thirty  or  forty  per  rod  is  the  average 
of  an  evening. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  is  but  very  slight  improvement  in 
the  state  of  aifairs  in  this  neighbourhood,  so  far  as 
angling  is  concerned.     Although  no  more  storms  of 


hail  and  snow  have  passed  over  here,  the  wind  still 
continues  most  cold  and  cutting,  and  principally  from 
the  north  or  north-east.  There  are  very  few  flies  to  be 
seen  on  the  water  in  any  of  these  rivers ;  scarcely 
a  fish  can  be  induced  to  rise  to  any  of  their  artificial 
substitutes,  and  in  consequence  the  takes  of  trout 
are  few  and  far  between,  and  the  best  of  these  are 
had  in  the  upper  reaches  of  these  rivers.  The  nights 
still  continue  very  frosty,  and,  as  grayling  are 
allowed  here  to  be  taken  all  the  year  round,  some 
anglers  take  advantage  of  the  bright  sunshiny  days 
we  are  occasionally  favoured  with  and  secure 
several  of  these  fish,  which  are  yet  in  fair  condition 
in  these  streams,  and  which  is  probably  owing  to 
the  winterly  weather. — Vyrnwy. 

Sulby  (Ramsey,  Isle  of  Man).— I  have  received 
a  report  from  Mr.  Hampson  and  son,  of  Birming- 
ham, of  a  week's  fishing  in  the  island :  One 
trout  3Jlb.,  one  2Jlb.,  and  total  for  four  days'  fish- 
ing, two  rods,  two  hundred  and  four  fish,  including 
the  two  large  ones,  which  are  being  set  up  by 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  of  London.  Weather 
coming  nice  and  mild,  and  good  prospects  of  fish.— 

W.  CUBBON. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— The  streams  and 
rivers  are  high  and  in  good  colour,  but  the  cold 
weather  has  destroyed  all  prospect  of  trouting.  On 
Wednesday  (April  16)  I  visited  several  of  the 
western  streams  ;  not  a  rod  was  out,  and  from  all 
sources  I  do  not  hear  of  a  take  worth  notice.  Until 
we  get  warmer  weather,  stream  and  harbour  fishing 
is  at  a  discount. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (ST.  Devon).— Many  fishermen  are  about, 
but  the  very  cold  weather  affects  the  sport.  I  have 
seen  and  heard  of  some  nice  catches  on  the  Bray 
and  other  streams,  but  the  stickles  are  the  only 
places  trout  'can  be  taken.  Water  very  clear. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Tame  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  is  in  capital 
order  for  fishing;  sport  would  be  good  if  the 
weather  was  not  so  changeable.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  the  weather  turned  warm  and  the  fish  were 
sporting  well,  but  on  Tuesday  there  was  a  change, 
the  wind  turned  at  last,  and  it  was  very  cold  ; 
rain  threatened,  and  it  has  been  uncomfortable 
for  anglers.  In  spite  of  the  weather  there 
has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out  who  have  met 
with  fair  success.  The  fish  have  been  rising 
at  midday,  and  the  flies  used  have  been 
March  Brown,  Red  and  Blue  Dun,  Cowdung, 
February  Red,  Red  Palmer,  Stone  Fly,  Iron  Blue, 
and  Brown  Spinner.  Bottom  fishers  have  used 
worm  with  fair  success,  but  the  fish  will  now  be_ 
feeding  on  the  bottom  at  caddis  bait.  Minnow 
fishing  in  early  morning  and  evening  has  accounted 
for  trout  weighing  lib.,  under  the  weirs.  On  Satur- 
day, April  18,  some  fine  trout  were  landed  with  the 
March  Brown  and  Stone  Fly.  On  Monday  and 
Tuesday  fair  sport  was  had  with  Red  Spinner  and 
Palmer,  and  nice  sized  fish  landed.  Prospects  for 
next  week  are  now  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  good  order,  and 
good  fish  have  been  taken  in  them  with  worm  and 
fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  [this  district  has 

now  gone  down  and  cleared  nicely,  and  is  running 
in  splendid  order  for  fly-fishing.  The  fish  have  been 
rising  at  the  fly  fairly  well,  but  the  changeable 
weather  from  warm  to  cold  is  against  many  flies 
getting  out;  and  until  we  get  more  settled  and 
warmer  weather  flshing  will  not  be  of  the  best.  A  good 
few  anglers  have  been  out  with  fly,  but  the  east  and 
north  winds  have  been  against  good  sport ;  some 
fair-sized  fish  have  been  landed,  and  the  pro- 
spects for  sport  in  this  part  are  good  if  the  weather 
would  become  warmer.  The  flies  used  are  Blue 
Dun,  March  Brown,  Red  Palmer,  Cowdung,  Stone 
Fly,  and  February  Red. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  present  weather  conditions  are  against 
fly  fishing.  A  friend  who  is  fishing  the  Whitadder 
reports  that  through  the  frosty  weather  and  cold 
winds  sport  is  practically  at  a  standstill.  The 
Tyne  has  not  fished  well ;  very  few  fish  have 
been  taken.  The  Coquet  has  produced 
little  sport;  a  few  trout  have  been  taken 
with  March  Brown,  Greenwell's  Glory,  and 
Hackled  Blue  Dun  ;  these  flies  cannot  be  beaten 
with  the  present  state  of  the  weather.  I  hear  the 
Wansbeck  Anglers  have  had  a  few  fish — one  a  nice 
basket  of  fifteen  trout,  all  with  fly,  dressed  on 
00  hooks.  As  we  are  at  present  fixed  with  the 
snow-covered  hills  and  dales,  I  see  little  chance  of 
sport  for  some  time  to  come. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  87,  Grey-street,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — Carp  and  eel  fishing  is  now 
open  in  Wimbledon  Lake.  One  guinea  prize  given 
for  heaviest  carp  taken  during  season.  —  A. 
Newham. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).— There  has 
been  very  little  Easter  angling  again  this  year. 
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Indeed  it  has  almost  been  a  replica  of  last  year's 
^r^w/  i^°''g^  a  fortnight  later  in  the  season! 
JrZr^  ^^^y  ^i'^t'-y-  but  the  night 

frosts  have  not  been  over  long.  Sunshine  has  bfen 
very  bright,  and  plenty  of  midges  have  been 
about  the  water  in  the  evenkig,  but  trout 
have  seemed  to  take  little  notice  of  them  There 

U^mT."-  1"^°  T'^""'^  ^"'■^^  the  holidays  in  the 
Wold  district,  and  those  who  faced  the  elements  in 
one  or  two  instances  were  successful.  One  gentle- 
man got  three  and  a  half  brace,  and  appeared  well 
satisfied  with  his  lot.  If  the  weather  will  only 
change  we  may  expect  plenty  of  flies  in  this  district. 
On  the  tributaries  of  the  Upper  Witham  there  have 
been  a  few  minor  takes  ;  but  many  anglers  will  not 
attempt  sport  before  May  1.— Luci 

l,„^^®i*''^f  (DerbysMreV-These  rivers 

have  almost  run  down  to  their  ordinary  summer's 
level,  and  are  c  ear  and  in  good  order  for  the  fly 
but  a  very  cold  easterly  wind  is  blowing,  which 
fl.Tfr'^KT  trout  fishing  either  with 

tt  Zot    y""  u^^^  '"i^^^  i«  the  best 

at    such    times    as    these.     Very    few  anHnrs 
have  been  out  on  these  waters."^  I  only  hea 
tfC\         ?f  ^^'""S  taken,  and  these  were 

taken  by  Mr.  E.  Buxton  on  Friday,  April  17  near 
Matlock  Bath,  Station  Bridge,  caught  S  worm 

verll'^l7^%  """i*  ^^'ye°°'i'  as  the  weather  is  so 
Itll  V  II    ^'^^'■cely  any  flies  on  the  water.  Useful 

^nU  l^f^n^'  ""U^P"'^'  ^^'^'^  Grannom 
Eotte5£'  ^'^^^t  Bumble.- 

«tJ°.^  Swale  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks).-During  the  week  there  has  been 
frottv  n  '^'"'tA^vf  "^^y^'  ^""^  *he  nights  are  still 
Zh  I'  ■  ^^!'^  ^^^'^  '"^''^  ^ight  de|-ees  of  frost, 
l!^^  T,!!J^  """"y  successful  anglgig.  Mondaj^ 
and  Tuesday  were  very  mce  comparisons  of  weather 
-spring  on  Monday,  winter  on  Tuesday,  snow- 
showers  falling  during  the  day  with  a  biting 
north-east  wind.  There  can  be  little  hopes  for  iSi? 
provement  until  the  wind  changes  and  warmer 
weather.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  The 
upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  ;  those  that  have  been  out 
have  been  glad  to  get  to  the  fireside  after  a  coupte 
of  hours  fishmg.  Below  Hawes  and  Askrigg  only 
moder^e  sport  has  been  met  with  in  the  trfbutary 
of  the  Yore— namely,  the  Cover.  The  few  fish  that 
Vr^K?  .^TSh*  hav«  been  taken  w!th  Snn^w 
?an^IlH  '^  T^  the  lengths  at  Clifton,  Masham, 
Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  The  river  Wharfe  is  running 
very  low  and  clear;  the  cold  snap  has  prevented 
a  great  number  of  anglers  from  turning  out.  A  few 
rods  were  out  at  the  latter  end  of  last  week  in  th^ 
district  of  Grassmgton,  Burnsall,  and  Ilkley  :  sport 
has  ruled  very  poor.    Fly  .  fishermen  have  had  a 

an7  iZt  "'"'f  '^u  ^^""^'^^  ^t  ^°lt°"  Woods 
and  Ilkley  A  few  brace  of  trout  have  been 
caught  with  the  following  flies  : -March  Bro^^! 

^d  H^.kl'^r?^,-  Waterhen  Bloa 

and  Hackled  Olive  Bloa.     On  some  days  good 

Thlr^KT.  ^''^     ""J^"  ^ith    the  Miller's 

"  ^^J^f  "  ^''t^  minnows  spun  on  the 

Ariel  flight.''     Lower  down  anglers'^ have  met 
'"^'^^^^t^  ^Port-    A  few  Leeds  anglers 
F«ltf.        1^^'''^  ^  to   the  reservoif  at 

Fewston,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  taken  with 
the  worm  and  minnow.  The  river  Nidd  is  only 
fishing  moderate  in  the  lower  reaches  at  Ribston 
and  Knaresborough.  A  few  brace  of  trout  have 
RHLr"^<^^*  "^^'^u  ^'Sher  reaches  at  Pateley 
f2^-    •fu'^^u^^    ^''"^^ts   of    trout    have  been 

beefl^^'f\*^^..*^i^'    '^"^  patterns  have 

been  Waterhen  Qmll,  and  Winter  Brown.  The 
Yarm  Anglmg  Association  held  their  first  competi- 

Lev«n  ^^T^  °"  ^^''"'^^y  last  on  the  liver 

I^even    The  weather  was  fine  but  cold  ;  sport  was 

caXt  tI  '  h""! ^  f  ™^  "^^y  fi'^^  trout  were 
nw!,    f  If  °[  ^he  weigh-in,  which  took 

place  at  Mr.  H.  Marchant's  Crown  Hotel.  Yarm 
was  as  ollm^^:-W.  Kitchin.  lib.  13i-oz..  first  ;  R 
Wilhs.  lib.  12ioz.,  second  ;  G.Taylor,  llb.l6oz.,third 

a 'tr^urri^,'  1^°  T  ^''"^"'^  '''^^^  contained 

a  trout,  lib.  loz.,  Taylor's  one  weighing  15ioz.,  and 
Kitchm'3  one  9oz.    Rain  threatens  to  fall  at  the 
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time  of  sending  this  report,  which  will  be  welcome 
as  our  Yorkshire  need  a  freshet,  and  until  then  no 
good  sport  will  be  met  with.  Should  the  weather 
be  fine  the  following  flies  will  be  found  to  be  useful- 
Blue  Dun  Waterhen  Quill.  Winter  Brown,  March 

§oXr**A^*'?'^''*T?^'^"  Bloa.-JoHN  E.  MlI.I,ER, 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street 
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Aberfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel).— Mr 

l^r7iy  t""V^'  *he  above  hotel  on 

RnV/iL  ^  nice  salmon,  151b.-ALEX.  Nicol. 

r.f  ?^  %  ^f^,  Liddle.— Mr.  Wm.  Douglas 

of  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm 
Dumfriesshire,  wires,  me  to  the  effect  that  the 
cold  continues,  and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas 
Gartner,  of  the  Metal  Bridge,  Rockliffe,  infol?J^s 
me  that  there  is  httle  fishing  going  on  • 
?hi  /al^K*  ""^n^u^^  ^^^i^^'^*  the  Firthfare^avemglng 
Tvn«  f  ^-.^^T-^^'l^''^  P'^^tiful  on^thf 

lyne  coast  and  in  the  Tweed.  Fishing  in  the 
Border  Esk  Mr.  Joe  Anderson  creeled  I  "ozen 
yellow  trout  m  Langholm  water,  and  Mr.  J.  Storey 
had  a  basket  of  eighteen  nice  fish.  The  Rev  J 
vetlow  7  .'^"d  Mrs.  Bagshaw  captured  thirteen 
yellow  trout  in  Tarras,  seventeen  in  Canonbie 
water,  forty  . eight  m  Langholm  section  of  the  Esk, 
^^'^^^he^Meggat,  and  foiu-teen  in  the  river  Liddle! 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).-Despite 

the  stormy  weather  which  has  prevailed  since  last 
reported,  fairly  good  sport  has  been  got.  On  the 
Invercharron  Water,  Mr.  Duplessis,*"  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel,  landed  three  salmon,  111b.,  IHlb.Tand 
^nH  M     T^P"/^  ^'''■^^t  caught  a  9-po.mder. 

and  Mr  Duplessisoneof  81b.  On  April  14.  Mr 
Morant  had  one  of  81b.  On  April  15.  Mr.  Diiplessis 
caught  two  of  101b.  and  lOflb.    On  April  16,  Mr! 

liT^r^    '^^uu''^^^  ^P"l  1 7,  Mr.  Duplessis 

hadoneof  8«b  On  Monday,  April  20,  th^  last- 
named  got  a  13-pounder,  and  Mr.  Morant,  one  of 
81b  Dr.  Eleyand  Mr.  C.  Eley,  as  well  as  other 
anglers  on  the  Braelangwell  and  Gruinards  waters, 
have  also  been  successful  — B 

Deveron  (Banlfslxire).-We  are  still  in  the  midst 
ot  very  cold  and  stormy  weather.  On  several 
occasions  of  late  freezing  point  and  under  it  were 
touched.  Showers  of  hail  or  snow  are  falling  daily, 
and  although  it  soon  melts  at  the  coast,  inland  the 
hills  and  ground  are  quite  white.  The  sea  continues 
exceedingiy  rough,  and  it  is  now  close  on  a 
fortnight  smce  anything  was  done  at  the  salmon 
fashing  along  the  coast.  In  fact,  the  nets  are 
all  more  or  less  torn  and  twisted  and  out 
ot  condition,  and  when  the  weather  moderates 
It  will  take  some  time  before  they  can  be  re- 
placed. The  mouth  of  the  river  not  being  in 
very  suitable  condition  for  fish  running  the  net 
fishermen  captured  few  fish  during  the  past  week 
rv°^    ,§  u  •'^^'^  greatly  indulged  in  as  yet, 

the  cold  being  too  intense.  On  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel 
(Banff)  water  last  week,  Mr.  and  Master  McNare, 
ot  i-ondon,  had  fourteen  sea  trout  and  brown  trout. 
On  Monday  (April  20)  Mr.  Chisholm  had  a  basket 
of  lUb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thurburn,  of  Mayne,  have 
arrived  at  ]\Iayne  House,  Rothiemay,  for  the 
season. — H.  W. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross) — The  weather  continues 
too  cold  for  anything  like  fair  sport  being  got  with 
the  rod.    The  competition  season  has  now  opened 
but  with  bitter  winds  from  the  north  little  has  been 
done.     Notwithstanding  the  cold   weather  flies 
have  been  ouf  in  large  numbers,  and  trout  have 
been  rising  well  for  these,  but  they  would  not  take 
the  artificial  fly.    So   far  as  the  season  has  gone 
practically  all  the  trout  killed  have  been  got  with 
fly.    Five  members  of  the  Pollokshields  Club  com- 
peted on  Saturday,  when  the  first  prize  was  gained 
by  Mr.  T.  Lawson  with  thi-ee  beauties  caught  with 
fly,  which  weighed  71b.    2oz..   his  heaviest  being 
21b.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  McGregan,  with  one  of  lib  5oz 
second.    Fifteen  members  of  the  Kelty  and  Blair- 
adara  Club  were  out  on    Monday,   when  large 
numbers  of  fish  were  rising.though  the  anglers  could 
not  lure  them.    Their  total  catch  with  fly  was 
thirteen  trout,   161b.  8oz.     Prize-winners  —First 
Mr.  R.  Marshall,  two  trout,  21b.  3oz. ;  second  and 
third.   Dr.  Carmant   and  Mr.  J.   Swinley    21b  • 
heaviest   trout,    Dr.    Carmant,    21b.;  Lieutenant 
Ogilvy,  Cork,  and  Mr.  Bourchier-Chilcott,  London 
(fly),  three  trout,  31b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Barclay  Calder 
Leith  (fly),  two  trout,  51b.    Last  week  a  female 


TROUT,  Sea-Trout,  and  Saimon  FuES.-Largest  stock  in  the 
kuigdom.  Special  attention  given  to  tiies  to  pattern.  Snitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water 
Extra  «ne  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quaiitv 
9d.  each.-J  E.  MILLER,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams  :"  Piscator,  Leeds  " 


anothir  n f^'^Tlu'^f  °^  the  drift  nets, 

^^^f    V  1,^'^-  ''^.'•"8  g°t.    ThLs  is  the  largest  pike 

ZoTth  ^''^-"'  ''T®  ™'°°'-y-  Last  year^one 
almost  the  same  weight  was  got.    The  pike  is  beino- 

-R.T  Wo""'-  HoKinroTf 
Locli  Ness  (Poyers  Hotel,  N.B.).-Fi8hing  Loch 
Ness  from  Poyers  Hotel  on  Monday,  April  13,  Mr 
lilston  s  boatmen  killed  a  salmon  weighing  121b 
and  on  the  15th  one  of  lO^lb.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (KiUin  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel  on  April  15,  Mr.  N.  M.  Britain  had  one 
salmon  of  181b. ;  Mr.  Timmis,  one,  171b.    On  16th 
,n•u^"^'"'lxT^^^'^•    On  17th,  Mr.  Oldham,  one, 
t       on?u"  241b. ;  Mr.  Timmis. 

w  ^^r^""^  21st,  Mr.  Eley.  one.  171b. 

— H.  J.  Weight. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Dee.— Sport  slack, 
tew  anglers  either  not  caring  or  not  able  to  face 
the  severe  weather  conditions.    River  rising,  and 
weather  moderating  somewhat.    Nothing  doing  on 
the  Balmoral  or  Braeraar  waters.    On  the  Dinnet 
section,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laming  and  Mes-srs.  King  and 
tlare  are  getting  a  few  fish  when  out.    Mr  J  P 
Ooates,  suite,  and  family  have  arrived  to  fish  the 
Gientana  waters.     On  the  Aboyne  section  some 
sport  has  been  got.    On  Balnacoil  waters  Lord 
!j  7o,l''®®'®^  two  on  Saturday  (April  18)  of  71b. 
and  121b     On  Monday  (April  20)  on  Huntly  Arms 
reaches  Air.  Oldfield  had  one  of  81b.,  Mr.  Jackson 
one  of  81b.  and  another  of  91b.,  while  Mr.  Hardy 
J""^^?^  ^'^i'h-  and  two  of  61b.  and  101b.  On 
Wednesday  (April  15)  Mr.  Crocker  had  one  of  8ilb., 
whfle  Mr.  Jackson  had  one  of  91b.    On  the  Forest 
o  Bu-se  water  Capt.  Hughes  creeled  three  of  lOlb.. 
91b    and  171b.    On  the  Kincardine  waters  very 
Uttle  sport  has  been  got.     On  Ballogie  water 
Capt.  the  Hon.  Chas.  Fitzwilliam  had  one  of  81b 
while  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Fitzwilliam  creeled  one  of 
bjlb      and    Mr.   Eric  Fitzwilliam    one    of  91b. 
On  the  Banchory  waters  an  occasional  fish  is  being 
got  but  till  a  thorough  change  takes  place  sport 
will  be  by  no  means  rife.    On  the  Kincaussie  waters, 
bhepherd  (keeper)  has  run  up  a  good  score  for  the 
spring  months.    On  the  tidal  reaches.  Mr.  Forbes 
(teacher)  has  had  exceptionally  goodsport;  and  fairly 
good  baskets  have  also  been  made  daily  by  others. 
The  Don  is  filling  fast.    As  yet,  little  trouting  haa 
been  done,  but  a  go:)d  few  anglers  are  on  the  ground 
ready  to  begin  as  sjon  as  the  weather  moderates. 
Un  the  Ythan  fairly  good  sport  has  been  obtained 
by  Messrs.  Davidson,  Brown,  Murray,  and  othei-s 
the  run  of  salmon  on  the  east  coast  has  gone  off  a 
bit,  owing  to  the  boisterous  weather.    A  large  seal 
was  netted  on  Saturday  (April  18)  in  the  Muchalls 
salmon  nets  near  Stonehaven,  being  the  fourth 
captured  this  season.      It  measured  sixty-five 
inches  in  extreme  length,  and  weighed  10  stone, 
the  several  fishery  boards  in  Scotland  have  received 
a  circular  from  the  Central  Board  of  Edinburgh 
anent  formulating  schemes  for  the  improvement  of 
the  respective  rivers  in  their  districts,  along  with  a 
circular  letter  from  the  chief  inspector  suggestin<^  a 
meeting  with  the  boards  to  discuss  their  respective 
wants  in  this  respect.    The  recommendations  in- 
clude—(1)    The  encouragement   of  angling  by 
increasing  the    salmon  supply.      (2)  Restricting 
netting  in  narrow  waters  and,  as  a  rule,  above  the 
tideway,  the  exact  line  to  bo  determined  by  the 
circumstances  of  each  river.    The  Central  Board 
recommends    a    small  executive    commission  to 
determine  the  point  above  which  netting  should 
be  prohibited,  Mr.  Calderwood,  their  chief  inspector 
to  be  associated  with  them,  and  to  meet  them  on 
dates  suitable. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Since  last  reported  the 
tollowing  sport  has  been  got  by  anglers  from 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel :— On  March  23.  Mr.  Park 
one  salmon  131b.  On  March  26.  Mr.  Menzies,  two.' 
16lb  and  12lb.    On  March  27,  Mr.  Park,  one,  91b. 

F'lrrer,  one.  101b.  ;  Mr.  Ridley,  one. 
l^lb.  On  April  8,  Mr.  Farrer,  one,  121b.  ;  Mr 
Ridley,  two,  91b.  and  101b.  On  April  9,  Mr.  Farrer 
had  two  fine  salmon.  On  April  10  and  11,  Mr 
Ridley  landed  salmon  ranging  from  91b.  to  191b' 
On  April  13.  Mr.  Farrer,  two,  91b.  and  101b.-  Mr 
Johnson,  a  9-pounder;  Mr.  Evans,  one.  181b  On 
April  14,  Mr.  Faner.  two,  171b.  and  91b.'  Mr 
ToTu^^C^'''  On  April  16,  Mr.  Johnson,  one! 

i-ilb.    the  weather  has  been  extremely  wintry  in 

South-West  of  Scotland.— These  rivers  are  run- 
ning low  and  clear  this  week,  and  angling  is  bein<^ 
confined  to  trout  fisliing  with  small  fly.  Tlie  spring 
salmon  fishing  will  probably  be  about  a  finish 
now  for  this  season  unless  another  flood  comea 
before  the  end  of  the  present  month.  In 
the  Mount  Annan  portion  of  the  Annan  three 
spring  salmon  have  been  caught  since  the 
beginning  of  the  month.  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's 
keeper  caught  two  of  these,  namely,  one  of  91b.  in 
the  back  of  the  Wood  Pool  with  Brown  Turkey  and 
one  of  6lb.  in  Alice's  Pool,  taken  with  spinnin<^  the 
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spoon.  Mr.  W.  Robaon  caught  the  thkd  one  in 
the  salmon  poo),  wliich  weighed  (ilb.  This  was 
caught  with  Brown  Turkey  fly.  On  Monday,  Mr, 
Laurie  was  fishing  for  trout  in  the  Spittal,  when 
a  sahiion  rose  to  a  small  fly.  After  play- 
ing it  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  the  strain 
on  the  cast  gave  way.  It  was  believed  to  be 
a  clean-run  spring  fish,  and  gave  fine  sport. 
He  took  several  nice  yellow  trout  with  the  March 
Brown.  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  killed  a  trout  of  about 
lib.  with  fly,  and  several  other  rods  have  had  from 
a  brace  to  three  brace  of  yellow  trout,  all  with  the 
fly.  In  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  Thorburn  had 
sixteen  yellow  trout  on  Saturday  (April  18).  Fish- 
ing the  Hoddom  Castle  water  on  Friday(April  17), 
Mr.  Sharp,  Dumfries,  caught  sixteen  yellow 
trout  with  the  fly.  Mr.  J.  Jackson,  of  Queensberry- 
square,  Dumfries,  the  well-known  fly-dresser,  hooked 
a  salmon  at  Hoddom  Bridge.  After  it  had  given 
a  considerable  amount  of  sport  it  was  grassed, 
and  found  to  be  a  kelt  of  over  201b.,  and  was 
duly  returned  to  the  river.  Mr.  Jackson  had  a 
run  with  another,  which  was  also  a  spent  fish. 
In  the  higher  waters  a  number  of  anglers  have  had 
fair  baskets  of  trout  with  the  fly,  while  others 
fishing  with  the  clear  water  worm  had  much 
heavier  creels.  Yellow  trout  are,  however, 
not  in  good  condition  yet,  and  they  will  be 
all  the  better  for  a  spell  of  warm  weather,  A 
number  of  spawned  fish  (kelt  salmon)  were  showing 
themselves  to-day  in  tidal  waters.  In  the  Nith 
there  has  been  some  moderate  sport  in  the  middle 
reaches  with  small  fly.  Mr.  W.  S.  Walker, 
Cowhill  Tower,  had  a  beautiful  clean-run  spring 
salmon  on  Saturday  (April  18)  of  101b.  in 
weight ;  he  was  fishing  for  trout,  when  the  fish 
rose  to  a  small  trout  fly.  He  had  a  lively 
bit  of  sport  before  the  fish  was  safely  landed, 
A  number  of  anglers  were  out  on  the  Closeburn 
waters  the  other  day  and  had  a  moderate  amount 
of  sport  among  trout.  On  the  Dumfries  holiday, 
the  different  waters  up  to  Thornhill  were  occupied, 
hut  a  cold  wind  was  blowing  and  sport  was  not 
so  good.  Little  is  being  done  at  Sanquhar  at  present. 
In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  waters  on  Monday  a  few  trout 
were  caught.  Sport  is  reported  to  be  disappointing 
this  week  in  the  Galloway  rivers  of  the  Stewartry, 
and  few  spring  salmon  have  been  accounted 
for  since  the  rivers  opened  their  angling  season. 
In  the  Ayrshire  rivers  very  little  is  doing  this  week, 
as  the  streams  are  running  very  clear.  Catches  of 
from  half  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  trout  are  being 
taken.  An  odd  rod  or  two  have  been  out  on  Loch 
Doon,  but  the  sport  was  not  good,  owing  to  the 
cold  weather  and  north-east  winds  blowing.  A  few 
sea  trout  are  running  in  the  Solway,  and  the  nets 
near  Annan  have  been  getting  several,  as  also  odd 
spring  salmon.  Two  bull  trout  were  caught  at  one 
of  the  Annan  fisheries  last  week-end,  and  weighed 
about  81b.  each.  Bull  trout  are  very  uncommon 
in  the  Solway  Firth.  I  do  not  recollect  of 
ever  seeing  one  in  the  Annan.  Wo  have  severe 
frosts,  for  this  period  of  the  year,  just  now,  and  the 
cold  winds  that  prevail  daily  are  not  favourable  for 
trout  fishing. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river  has  now  fallen 
considerably,  and  is  in  good  fishing  order,  but  sport 
remains  poor.  From  the  Glen-grant  waters,  Mr. 
Entwistle  had  a  nice  clean  salmon  of  81b.,  and 
Mr.  John  Dallas,  fisherman,  two,  of  81b.  and  7^\h. ; 
while  from  the  adjoining  reach  of  the  river  Lord 
Garioch  had  one  of  18Jlb.  The  weather  continues 
to  be  very  stormy,  snow  covering  the  higher-lying 
ground  and  hills. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  continues  in  good  ply  for 
angling,  and  very  fair  sport  has  been  got  throughout 
the  past  week.  The  weather  has  been  more  settled, 
if  somewhat  cold  for  the  season.  The  following  is 
a  note  of  the  principal  takes  reported  for  the  past 
week: — Fishing  Stobhall  beat  on  April  15,  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  landed  two  salmon,  of  221b. 
and  131b.,  and  on  April  20  another  of  lUb. 
On  April  17,  the  Duchess  of  Bedford,  fishing 
same  water,  landed  one  salmon  of  1  lib.  Fishing 
Upper  Cargill  beat  on  April Jl  6,  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford landed  one  salmon  of  2  lib.  Mr.  J.  Henry 
Douglas  and  Mr.  Norman  Menzies,  fishing  on  Upper 
Stanley  water  on  the  16th,  killed  two  fish,  of  231b. 
and  101b.  ;  and  fishing  the  lower  beat  on  the  16th, 
Mr.  Douglas  landed  two  salmon,  of  181b.  and  141b. ; 
on  the  18th,  one  of  61b.;  and  on  21st,  two  fish,  of 
8|lb.  and  91b.  Fishing  Bummouth,  Stobhall,  and 
Catholes  beats  on  April  16,  Mr.  Norman  Menzies 
landed  three  salmon,  of  151b.,  11  Jib.,  and  91b. 
Mr.  A.  M.  Prain,  Longforgan,  fishing  on  Benchill 
water  on  the  17th,  killed  three  salmon,  of  271b., 
201b.,  and  151b.  Fishing  Lower  Battleby  water 
on  April  15,  Dr.  Harcourt  Coates  landed  one 
salmon  of  1 31b.  ;  and  fishing  the  same  water  on 
the  17th,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch  killed  four  fish,  of  181b.,  16Jlb.,  17ilb., 
and  17 Alb.  The  boatmen  fishing  Upper  ]3attleby 
water    on   April    18    had    one    fish    of  211b., 


and  another  of  161b.  on  April  21.  Mr.  David 
Burt-Marshall  killed  a  new-run  fish  of  61b.  on  the 
Luncarty  stretch  on  April  16.  Upper  Reaches: 
Fishing  Dunkeld  water  on  April  15,  Lord  Percy 
and  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  each  landed  a 
salmon ;  and  on  the  following  day  Lord  Percy  suc- 
cessfully landed  four  fish,  of  221b.,  19|lb.,  181b.,  and 
18.b.,  on  the  Dalguise  stretch,  all  in  the  Otter  Stane 
cast.  Mr.  Will  iam  Black,  Sheffield,  fishing  the  same 
stretch  of  water  on  April  2 1,  landed  a  fine  fish  of  171b. 
Mr.  Henry  Peters,  fishing  Murthly  Castle  water  on 
April  18,  landed  a  salmon  of  241b.  Fishing  Delvine 
water  on  April  13,  Mr.  W.  F.  Kay,  Edinburgh, 
had  two  salmon  of  191b.  each;  on  April  14,  other 
two,  of  181b.  and  191b.,  and  on  April  15  another  of 
191b.  Mr.  G.  U.  Shepherd,  who  has  now  the  fish- 
ing in  his  own  hands,  killed  on  April  16  one  salmon 
of  201b.,  and  another  the  following  day  weighing 
81b.,  with  sea  lice  on  it;  and  on  the  same  water  Mr. 
W.  F.  Kay  killed  one  fish  of  141b.  Mr.  Chas.  G. 
Ogilvie,  fishing  Keswick  water  on  April  1 7,  killed  a 
splendid  new-run  salmon  of  201b. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Trout  do  not  rise  freely  to  the  fly  except  at  rare  and 
brief  intervals,  and  some  days  the  best  sport  is 
obtained  with  worm  fishing  the  stream.  Some  very 
good  trouting  has  been  had  recently  on  the  Makers- 
toun  water;  but  up  to  the  present  time  very 
few  salmon  have  been  caught.  On  Thursday  last 
(April  16),  at  Makerstown,  Mr.  Cyril  Maudsley  had 
one  salmon  of  1  lib.  The  best  fishing  seems  to  be 
had  in  the  lower  reaches.  On  the  Curham  water 
Mr.  Perkins  and  friends  have  had  well  on  forty 
salmon.  Three  salmon  were  got  on  Thursday 
last  (April  16),  and  two  on  Friday  (April  17) 
on  the  Lees  water.  On  April  13  Mr.  Miller  had  one 
salmon  of  lOJlb.  On  April  16,  on  the  Bingham 
water.  Lord  Romney  had  one  of  161b.  On  the  Till 
several  good  baskets  have  been  had  of  trout,  Mr. 
Arris,  of  Doddington,  being  the  most  successful, 
having  landed  a  few  sea  trout  from  3  to  51b.  each. 
The  Leith  Angling  Club  held  their  competition  on 
Monday,  and  one  of  the  most  remarkable  captures 
turned  up  in  one  of  the  competitors  catching  a 
clean  spring  salmon  of  9Jlb.  with  Stewart  tackle 
and  worm,  which  afforded  him  plenty  of  sport. — • 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandou  River  (co.  Cork). —  Dm-ing  the  week 
the  following  salmon  have  been  taken  on  the  upper 
waters  :  Dr.  Smith,  one  141b.  ;  Dr.  Wren,  one  121b.  ; 
W.  Bevan,  one  121b.;  R.  Lombard,  one  131b.;  G. 
Gilmore,  four  lOlb.,  lOlb.,  lllb.,  121b.  On  the  lower 
waters,  A.  J.  Reid,  three  71b.,  101b.,  141b. ;  H. 
Warren,  two,  lllb.  and  201b.  ;  J.  A.  Alleman,  one 
101b. ;  T.  Oliffe,  two.  9|:lb.  and  101b. ;  F.  C.  Stenning, 
two,  101b.  and  lllb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  are  rather  low 
and  clear  and  the  weather  bright  and  chilly,  with 
north-easterly  winds.  On  the  rivers  matters  pisca- 
torial are  dull.  On  the  dams  there  was  a  decided 
improvement  in  sport.  Last  Easter  Monday  Mr. 
Tom  Wilson  had  the  good  fortune  to  kiU  a  61b. 
trout  on  Middle  Woodburn.  The  trout  took  a 
Zulu,  and  gave  its  captor  close  on  half-an-hour's 
play.  On  April  16  Mr.  James  Murray  creeled  five 
trout  on  Marshallstown,  and  another  day  a  brace 
on  Stoneyford,  the  heaviest  of  which  weighed 
31b.  loz.  On  Easter  Tuesday  Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead 
and  Mr.  W.  J.  Mulholland  on  Marshallstown  had 
nine  fish  each.  The  North-East  Ulster  Anglers  had 
a  trouting  competition  at  Kellswater  on  the  Maine 
on  Easter  Monday  for  the  "Patterson  Cup," 
Result  :  Cup  winner.  Mr.  John  Woods  ;  second 
prize,  Mr.  Robert  Rea ;  consolation  prize,  Mr. 
Charles  Davies. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — River  is  now  in  very 
nice  fishing  order,  but  the  weather  is  very  bright. 
On  the  Mocollop  water  Major  Breeks,  R.A.,  from 
April  2  toApril  16,  had  seven  salmon,  71b.,  71b.lllb., 
lllb.,  lllb.,  141b..  and  271b.,  and  Mrs.  Breeks  five. 
61b.,  13Jlb.,  221b.,  251b.,  and  281b. ;  at  Mallow  Dr. 
G Wynne  one,  161b.  ;  on  Upper  Carey sville,  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  and  party,  April  12,  thrtee,  201b., 
221b.,  251b. ;  April  13,  five,  161b.,  181b.,  201b.,  221b., 
271b.  ;  April  14,  six,  121b.,  141b.,  171b.,  191b.,  251b., 
261b.;  April  15,  seven,  lllb..  141b.,  161b.,  191b., 
211b.,  231b.,  and  251b;  April  16,  five,  131b.,  151b., 
181b.,  221b.,  and  241b.  ;  April  17,  three,  141b..  161b., 
and  191b.  ;  April  18,  six,  121b.,  151b.,  181b.,  211b., 
231b.,  and  251b.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegfal). — The  Bund- 
rowes  was  in  good  order  during  the  past  week,  and 
T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  five  spring  salmon  of 
131b.,  121b.,  10|lb.,  91b.,  and  91b.  respectively;  and 
W.  Despard  landed  two  spring  salmon  of  121b.  and 
11  Jib.  On  17th  inst..  Colonel  Gayon  had  some  fine 
catches  of  the  beautiful  gillaroo  trout  on  the  river 
during  the  week,  largest  trout  weighing  21b.  At 
time  of  writing  the  river  is  well  stocked  with 
salmon  and  sport  continues  good. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 


Brne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
is  now  in  fine  fishing  order,  and  again  during  the 
past  week  some  handsome  trout  were  taken  on  the 
river,  weighing  from  lib.  to  3Jlb. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Killaruey. — The  weather  has  been  cold,  raw,  and 
bright,  and  salmon  have  yielded  little  or  no  sport 
on  the  waters  here  in  consequence.  Trouting,  how- 
ever, has  been  productive  of  much  sport.  Among 
other  anglers  out  were  Messrs.  H.  F.  O'Callaghan 
and  J.  Russell,  of  Cork,  staying  at  Sheheree  House, 
who  had  over  six  dozen  trout  in  two  days.  J\Iany 
other  good  baskets  were  had. — -T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — During  the  past  week 
the  weather  has  been  very  bright,  which,  combined 
with  low  clear  water,  was  much  against  angling. 
On  Lord  Bandon's  water.  Colonel  Trotman  had 
two  salmon.  51b.  and  101b.,  and  Major  Ashurst 
four,  61b.,  71b.,  81b.,  9|lb.  ;  on  Warren's  Court, 
W.  Soamea  and  party,  from  1st  to  19th  inst., 
twenty-four,  averaging  91b.  ;  on  Nettleville,  H. 
Welch  Thornton,  two,  91b.  and  71b. ;  at  Carriga- 
drohid,  Mrs.  St.  Leger  Carter,  one,  71b. ;  on  Williams 
Water,  J.  Barry,  one,  101b. ;  on  Mashonaglass,  H. 
Austen,  two,  81b.  and  101b. ;  on  Ashton,  W.  T. 
Crawshay,  one,  lOJlb.,  and  Mrs.  Crawshay,  one, 
8flb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

IfOugh  Curraue  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  much 
against  the  chances  of  sport,  being  cold,  raw  and 
bright,  and  only  one  salmon  was  had,  one  of 
91b.  by  Colonel- Surgeon  Kilroy.  Trout  fishing, 
however,  gave  good  sport  occasionally.  Mr. 
George  H.  Gibbs  and  brother  caught  in 
three  days  seventy-five  trout.  Mr.  Conlan, 
6,  Grosvenor -square,  Dublin,  and  Mr.  George  F. 
Price,  Campbell  College,  Belfast,  got  sixty-four 
trout  in  two  days,  and  two  rainbow  trout.  If  lb., 
which  were  in  splendid  condition.  The  above 
gentlemen  were  staying  at  the  Anglers'  Rest,  and 
fished  under  the  guidance  of  Tim  McCarthy  and 
son.  The  best  flies  are  now  those  of  the  local 
patterns — Claret  and  Olive,  March  Brown,  Orange 
Grouse,  and  Special  Partridge. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Captain 
Windham,  fishing  Lough  Mask  on  20th  inst.,  caught 
six  trout,  14Jlb.,  largest  4Jlb.  Trout  are  well  on 
the  feed  and  rising  freely. — J.  A.  J. 

Longh  Melvin.  —  Sport  was  first-rate  on  the 
lake  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  H.  H.  Walker 
landed  three  salmon  of  141b.,  101b.,  and  91b.  ;  Mr. 
Henry  Bateson  landed  two  salmon  of  141b.  and 
101b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Johnston  landed  one  salmon  of  91b. ; 
another  gentleman  one  salmon  of  lllb.  ;  and 
Mr.  Murry  one  of  9Jlb.  Trouting  on  the  lake 
was  splendid  during  the  week,  and  numerous  fine 
baskets  of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout  were  taken, 
containing  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  trout,  many 
gillaroo  trout  amongst  them  of  1  Jib.  and  21b.  each. 
Sport  at  time  of  writing  is  excellent,  and  the  lake 
is  in  grand  fishing  order. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moume  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
Considering  the  snowstorm  of  last  week,  trout- 
fishing  since  has  been  very  good  on  the  Mourne, 
Derg,  Firm,  Glenelly,  etc.  Amongst  the  successful 
anglers  were  Dr.  Buckley  and  his  son;  Captain 
Carter  had  several  good  baskets,  one  including 
a  21b.  fish.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  is  low, 
but  as  the  glass  is  falling,  rain  is  expected  before 
long. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  order,  with  south 
winds,  and  all  the  pools  well  stocked  with  fish. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  got  a  very  good  fish  of  121b.  on 
Monday,  and  hooked  two  more.  Lough  Conn 
fished  well  all  the  week.  Captain  Radcliffe  had 
one  of  141b.  on  Friday  (April  17),  and  Messrs. 
Lanelly  and  Taylor  got  two  lish.  Good  fishing 
expected  during  the  week. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  and  loughs  now  in  good  fishing 
trim.  Mr.  Wilson,  one  salmon  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  Mack, 
two  salmon,  lOlb.,  131b.  Mr.  Feiiily,  oae  salmon, 
161b.,  Mr.  Meldon,  two  salmon,  lllb.,  131b.  Trouting 
was  also  good  during  the  week ;  largest  taken 
with  the  fly  51b.  Mr.  Skerry  had  seven  jack, 
largest  191b.,  the  killing  fly  being  King  Edward. — 
Pat  Hbabnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — There 
have  been  a  few  fish  killed  this  week.  Mr.  George 
McCulloch  got  one  weighing  151b.;  Mr.  A.  Hooper 
killed  on  the  19th  two  very  fine  salmon,  311b.  and 
241b.,  on  the  Forthenry  Water ;  and  one  of  the 
fishermen  had  one  of  221b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Water  now  at  a  nice 
level.  The  weather  is  rather  harsh,  being  more  of 
the  nature  associated  with  early  March  than  the 
balmy  days  towards  the  end  of  April.  On  Doonass 
Mr.  G.  C.  WiUiams  killed  five  salmon  22Jlb.,  241b., 
24Jlb.,  251b.,  40Jlb.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  Wheen  killed 
one  salmon,  14  Jib.  On  Newgarden,  the  Earl  of  King- 
ston killed  six  sahnon  121b.,  15 jib.,  171b„  19lb., 
24 Jib.,  and  32 Jib.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones 
killed  ten  salmon,  13Jlb.,  141b.,  151b.,  191b.,  191b., 
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201b..  20^1b..  251b.,' 301b.  and  331b.  On  the  Castlo 
fishery  Mr.  C.  G.  Wickham  killed  tliree  salmon, 
131b.,  241b.,  25Ib.  On  the  same  fishery  Mr.  J.  L. 
Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  231b.  On  the  Worldsend 
fisherj',  Mr.  C.  G.  Wickham  killed  one  salmon,  2Hlb. 
— John  Enright  and  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytaux. — Variable  but  mostly  inclement  weather 
Btill  arrests  angling  operations,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  great  centenary  functions  all  over  this  canton 
on  the  14th  inst.,  throwing  everything  out  of  gear, 
to  mark  the  acquisition  of  the  independence  of 
Vaud  from  the  canton  of  Berne.  Rain,  hail,  and 
snow  have  fallen  everywhere  with  cutting  winds 
and  gleams  of  sunshine,  while  fruit  trees  and  spring 
flowers  are  in  full  bloom,  and  bees  and  wasps  in  a 
very  torpid  condition  seek  for  shelter.  Anglers  lay 
by  rods  and  creels  and  await  a  change.— Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  anglers  have  had  good 
sport  during  the  past  week.  On  one  day  three 
anglers  got  thirteen  fish  in  a  few  hours,  and  two  of 
the  local  professionals  accounted  for  two  dozen  on 
another  day.  Mackerel  have  come  into  the  bay, 
but  nothing  has  been  seen  of  them  for  over  a  week. 
Rock  fishing  will  shortly  commence.  The  Ballin- 
skelligs  Hotel  has  lately  been  considerably  enlarged 
and  thoroughly  renovated.  Good  accommodation 
can  now  be  had  by  visitors. — T.  J.  D. 

Barrynane  (co.  Kerry  J.— Pollack  fishing  has 
yielded  good  sport  on  a  couple  of  days  lately  in  the 
direction  of  Coomaconclane.  Mackerel  are  arriving 
rather  slowly,  and  none  of  these  latter  fish  have 
been  had  by  anglers ;  they  have  not  been  specially 
angled  for.  Pollack  may  be  taken  from  the  shore 
on  the  rocky  coast  here  henceforward  during  the 
season. — T.  J.  D. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. — During  the  last 
week  very  cold  weather  has  been  experienced  here. 
Very  few  boats  have  been  out,  and  only  dabs  have 
been  taken.  April  22, — Wind  changing ;  prospects 
better.— A. 

Ramsgate. — Climatic  conditions  have  not  con- 
duced to  sport,  still,  from  the  Iron  Pier  some 
codling  and  fiat  fish  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Birkett 
has  had  pollack  from  both  the  East  and  West 
Piers;  and  on  Friday,  April  17,  fishing  through 
snowstorms,  he  took  thirteen  pollack  and  a  nice 
bass.  On  Sunday,  April  19,  Mr.  David  Poyn,  fish- 
ing from  a  boat  just  outside  the  harbour,  brought  in 
a  dozen  codUng  (good)  and  seven  dabs.  Mr.  Tan  ton 
has  taken  some  nice  flat  fish  and  a  few  pollack  from 
the  landing  stage  on  the  East  Pier.  The  wind 
easterly,  strong,  and  cold. — Grey  Mullett. 


JlssociaHons 

(Speoiai  Meetings), 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  occupied 
the  chair  at  the  annual  general  meeting,  held 
on  Monday,  April  20,  at  which  fifty-eight  socie- 
ties were  represented.    The  charge  for  privilege 
tickets  is  the  same  as  heretofore.    The  whole  of 
the  retiring  officers  were  re-elected.    The  new 
general  committee  is  :  Messrs.  Abrahams,  Argent, 
Ashmore,   Barnes,   Beaumont,    Derry,  Payers, 
Frei,  Hammond,   Harris,    Harwood,    Holt,  G. 
Hunt,   Lamb,   MacLachlan,    Harming,  Martin, 
Moss,   Newton,   Norris,   Paternoster,  Pethurst, 
Rowles,   and  Wells.     The  Anglers'  Benevolent 
committeemen  :  Messrs.  Ashmore,  Black,  Clarke, 
Close,  Gibbons,  Gray,  Harris,  Head,  G.  Hunt, 
MacLachlan,  Martin,  Moore,  Norris,  Woodruff. 
Auditor    of    A.  B.  S.    accounts :    Mr.    R.  J. 
Wells.     The  auditors  for  the  year  gave  their 
reports.      The    balance-sheet    was    read,  and 
remarked  upon  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Martin.  Taking 
all  matters    into   consideration,    the  auditors 
were  unanimously  of   opinion  that  the  Asso- 
ciation is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  The 
membership  has  somewhat  slightly  decreased, 
which  is  not  of  a  serious  nature,  considering  the 
general  depression  during  the  year.    Three  new 
societies    were    enrolled  —  the    '•  Press   Club  " 
Angling  Society,    the  Wiltshire    United  Bros. 
Angling  Society  and  the  North  Bow  Angling 
Society.      The    netting  and  re-stocking  fund 
now  amounts  to   £75.     The  nettings  offered 
by  the  London  County  Council  have  not  been 
•abandoned,  but,  as  arranged  with  the  officials  of 
the  Council,  the  fish  in  the  lakes  being  principally 
cttrp  and  tench,  it  was  conisidered  advisable  to 
wait  until  warmer  weather,  when  the  fish  would 
be- out  of  the  mud.    The  annual  dinner  will  be 
held  on  Saturday,  April  25,  at  the  Champion 


Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  and  promises  to  be  a 
great  success.  A  capital  concert  has  been 
arranged  to  follow  the  dinner,  when  the  Challenge 
Shield  will  be  presented  to  the  Brompton  Angling 
Society.  Members  not  able  to  be  at  dinner  will 
be  welcomed  during  the  later  proceedings. — R. 
Woodruff. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

The  committee  met  on  Friday  (April  17),  when 
a  total  of  £35  was  voted.  This  will  bring  our 
balance  well  below  £700,  which  is  very  different 
to  the  £1000  we  are  reported  to  have  invested. 
The  society  has  exceeded  its  income  for  the  past 
six  years,  and  the  returns  from  boxes  are  less 
than  they  averaged  some  years  back,  when,  it  is 
alleged,  preservation  was  Ijetter  supported,  so  it 
does  not  look  as  if  the  good  work  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
has  been  ignored  by  club  anglers  for  the  sake  of 
the  A.B.S.,  but  that  both  good  objects  have 
suffered  in  common.  May  I  urge  "  not  that  they 
love  the  A.B.S.  less,  but  that  they  love  the  T.A.P.S. 
more."  The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place 
on  Monday  (April  27)  at  the  George  and  Dragon, 
St.  John-street-road, at  8,30p.m. — W.  H.  Barber. 


Bbitish  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

The  society  resumed  its  Wednesday  evening 
meetings  in  Fetter  Lane,  after  the  holidays,  on 
April  22.    Reports  of  fishing  were,  however,  few 
and  of  slight  importance,  both  from  station  agents 
and  members,  the  season  and  the  weather  being 
both  at  fault.    Mr.  Zaeimsdorf  received  the  thanks 
of  the  members  for  embossing  the  society's  photo- 
graph book ;  also  Mr.  Samuel  Tucker,  for  a  large  en- 
graving, handsomely  framed,  giving  an  excellent 
bird's-eye  view  of  the  national  and  commercial 
harbours  of  Dover  as  they  will  appear  when  com- 
pleted.   His  remarks  upon  the  fishing  at  Dover, 
and  upon  the  admirable  facilities  looked  forward 
to  for  sea  angling  there,  were,  as  usual  with  him, 
felicitous  and  to  the  point.    He  prophesied  that 
the     new    Dover     Harbour     would     in  the 
near  future  become  the  sporting  sea  fishing 
ground  of  London.    The  engraving,  which  was 
scarce,  had  been  kindly  given  to  him  for  pre- 
sentation by  a  local  authority.    Specimen  fish 
in  the  "'Sarcelle"  yearly  competition  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  G.  A.  Maull — a  wrasse  weighing 
31b.  6oz.,  atSalcombe,  on  April  10;  and  by  Mr.  H. 
J.  Loney — a  dab,  at  Ramsgate,  weighing  lib.  3oz., 
on  April  12;  note  of  which  was  duly  taken 
for  points  in  the  competition.    A  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse,  the  clerk  of  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company,  stating  that  the  small  plaice 
sent  to  him  by  the  society  as  specimens  of  im- 
mature fish  sold  in  London  had  been  examined  by 
their  inspectors,  and  regretting  that  their  sale  was 
still  not  illegal,  pointing  out  that  the  Bill  brought 
before  Parliament  for  several  years  running  was 
shelved  in  1900  to  await-  evidence  of  scientists. 
It  was  hoped  this  would  now  be  forthcoming  from 
the  able  men  appointed  under  the  recent  vote  of 
public  money  for  the  purpose.     Mr.  Pickup 
announced  that  Messrs.  Spink  &  Son,  whose  factory, 
having  been  pronounced  unsafe,  was  unable  to 
complete    the     Deal    competition    medals  in 
time  for  presentation   at  the   annual  diimer, 
as  customary,  had  at  last  delivered  them,  and 
that   an  early  opportunity  would  be  taken  of 
presenting  them  to  the  winners.    Mr.  Zaehnsdorf 's 
suggestion  that  tliis  should  be  done  at  a  smoking 
concert  at  an  early  date,  was  favoui'ably  received. 
The  usual  toast  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  and  votes  of 
thanks  to  Messrs.  G.  A.  Maull  and  F.  W.  Norman, 
who  had  successively  occupied  the  chair,  termi- 
nated the  proceedings. 

Hon.  Reporter. 
City  of  London  Pisoatobial  Society — 

Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presided  at  the  meeting  on  Tues- 
day last.  The  outing  to  Leigh  that  had  taken 
place  earlier  in  the  day — considering  the  abnormal 
coldness  of  the  weather — had  proved  a  great  suc- 
cess, as,  out  of  the  dozen  or  so  gentlemen  that 
had  fished,  all  but  one  or  two  had  fair  catches, 
nearly  one  hundred  fish  being  taken,  of  an  aggre- 
gate weight  of  close  onhalf acwt.  Theparticipants 
had  arranged  among  themselves  ^  smallsweepstake, 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert  taking  first  prize,  Mr.  Fosbrooke, 
second,  and  Mr.  G.  Foot  the  third.  A  pleasant  little 
dinner  took  place  on  the  retm-n  of  the  party  to 
headquarters,  Mr.  Taylor's^  catering  giving  great 
satisfaction.  All  the  arrangements  for  the  outing 
had  been  most  efficiently  looked  after  by  Mr. 
Fosbrooke,  who  received  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  for  the  great  success  he  had  achieved. 
Great  satisfaction  was  evinced  by  members  at 
the  presence  of  Mr.  Dryden  (hon.  librarian),  who, 
thanks  to  improved  health,  was  enabled  to  be 
present,  ■         •  .  ■ 


Gbesham  Angling  Society — 

Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
usual  weekly  meeting  on  April  21.  Since  the 
last  meeting  on  April  7  two  new  members  have 
been  elected,  anda  large  number  of  applications  for 
membership  have  been  received.  Our  members 
have  been  far  afield  in  search  of  trout,  and  have 
met  with  varying  success;  but  sport  has  ruled 
rather  slow,  owing  to  the  inclement  weather. 
The  chairman  reported  ^  visiting  Yarmouth,  but 
continued  snowstorms  entirely  precluded  sport. 
Mr.  Gill  gave  a  most  interasting  account  of  an 
outing  to  Devonshire,  and  was  loud  in  his 
encomiums  of  the  hospitality  and  kindne.ss  he 
received  at  the  hands  of  the  natives.  Mr.  Maull 
and  a  friend  in  Devonshire  were  successful  among 
the  pollack,  bass,  and  wrasse,  taking  in  all  over 
sixty  good  fish.  The  weather  there  was  very  fine 
during  his  stay.  Sport  on  the  Chess  is  at  present 
rather  poor,  though  Mr.  Buckingham  took  in 
Easter  week  nearly  a  dozen  trout  (two 
days'  fishing).  Mr.  Borthwick  and  Mr.  Zerfass 
had  some  good  trout  from  Cornwall.  The 
event  of  the  evening  was  a  paper  by  Mr. 
Powles  West,  entitled  "Anglers'  Yarns,  by 
one  who  spins  them."  Mr.  West's  paper  wa.s 
listened  to  with  the  utmost  attention,  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed;  indeed,  it  was  admitted 
by  all  that  this  was  one  of  the  most  humorous 
and  clever  papers  ever  read  before  the  society. 
Several  of  the  members  spoke  in  support  of  the 
vote  of  thanks  which  was  accorded  Mr.  West,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  he  would  give  another 
paper  before  long.  This  was  acknowledged  by 
Mr.  West,  who  intimated  that  probably  he  would 
be  able  to  comply  with  the  members'  wishes.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  brought  a  most 
interesting  evening  to  a  close. — F.  E.  Eldred. 
Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  Horace  Brown  presided  over  a  large  meeting 
of  members  on  Monday.  Angling  experiences 
were  confined  to  trout  fishing,  and  despite  the 
boisterous  winds,  gales,  and  snowstorms  sport 
had  been  good.  In  Devonshire,  Mr.  W.  Edmonds 
had  done  well  ;  on  the  Itchen,  Mr.  Horace  Brown 
and  Captain  A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch  had  excellent 
sp  jrt,  taking  numbers  of  fair  trout ;  at  TJxbridge. 
Messrs.  de  Courcy  and  W.  G.  Fletcher  killed  nice 
fish;  on  the  Laraboum,  Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell 
and  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  met  with  satisfactory 
results ;  in  Wales,  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  had  a  capital 
time  ;  and  on  the  Avon,  Messrs.  H.  P.  Thompson 
and  H.  A.  Rolt  took  several  brace  of  good  trout. 
Two  grand  roach,  caught  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher 
in  the  Kennet  last  season,  were  exhibited  in  a 
preserved  condition,  Messrs.  Williams,  of  Great 
Queen-street,  having  set  them  up  beautifully 
with  a  special  roach  "eye,"  the  design  of  the 
captor.  One  of  the  roach  weighed  21b.  3^oz. 
and  the  other  lib.  15oz.— Hon.  Sec. 


THE  BIRTH   OF  SALMO^T  HATCHING 
ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 


It  is  now  over  thirty  years  since  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission  made  its  first  effort  at 
collecting  salmon  eggs  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and 
although  such  extensive  results  have  followed,  it 
was  at  the  time  a  very  doubtful  experiment. 
Indeed,  it  was  like  sailing  out  into  an  unknown  sea 
without  chart  or  compass,  for  thirty  years  ago  not 
only  were  the  spawning  grounds  of  the  salmon  very 
difficult  of  access,  but,  what  was  worse,  no  one 
could  be  found  who  could  tell  where  the  spawning 
grounds  were. 

It  was  Mr.  W.  W.   Montague,   the  masterful 
engineer,  who  overcame  the  prodigious  difficulties 
of  building  a  railroad  over  the  Sierra  Nevada 
Mountains,  who  furnished  the  first  information  in 
regard  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  spawning  salmon, 
and  all  he  could  tell  about  it  was  that  once  when 
he  was  surveying  in  the  McCloud  River  Caiion  he 
saw  ripe  spawn  dropping  from  salmon  that  the 
Iiidians  were  spearing  there.     Now  the  McCloud 
River  was  in  a  nest  of  mountains  fifty  miles  from 
Red  Bluff,  the  nearest  railroad  point  at  that  time, 
nd  Red  Bluff  was  25D  miles  frooa  San  Francisco. 
Acting,  however,  on  this  slight  but  most  fortunate 
clue  furnished  by  Mr.  Montague,  Mr.  Livingston 
Stone,  then  Deputy-Commissioner  for  the  Pacific 
Coast,  and  Mr.  John  G.  Woodbury,  his  assistant, 
who  were  both  at  San  Francisco,  started  imme- 
diately for  the  McCloud  River,  and  within  forty- 
eight  hours  of  getting  the  much-needed  pointer 
from  Mr.  Montague,  they  saw  with  their  own  eyes 
the  very  things  that  he  had  seen  and  described  to 
them.    There  were  the  Indians  spearing,  there  were 
the  salmon,  and  there  were  the  ripe  eggs  dropping 
from  the  fish. 

Appearances  plainly  indicated  that  the  spa,wning 
season  was  far  advanced,  and  that  no  time  was  to 
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be  lost.  At  an  enormous  expense  two  loads  of 
lumber  were  rushed  to  the  McCloud  River  Canon. 
Three  days  later  a  rough  pine  cabin  had  been  built, 
and  a  week  later  hatching  troughs  had  been  put  in 
place  out  in  the  open  air,  and  a  mountain  stream 
was  running  merrily  through  them.  Salmon  were 
now  procured  from  the  Indian  spearers,  and  their 
egE;s  fertilised  and  placed  in  the  troughs,  and  every- 
thing looked  encouraging ;  but  one  hot  afternoon — 
horribile  dictu — every  egg  was  discovered  to  be 
white  and  dead,  and  the  thermometer  registering 
84  degrees  Fahrenheit  in  the  hatching  water.  The 
spawning  season  was  indeed  now  nearly  spent,  and 
it  seemed  as  if  only  a  hope  of  the  most  forlorn  kind 
was  left ;  but  fortunately  a  few  more  spawning 
salmon  were  secured,  the  troughs  were  filled  up 
again,  the  eggs  were  eyed,  and  on  Oct.  23,  1872, 
the  first  California  salmon  eggs  ever  matured  arti- 
ficially, and  the  first  ever  sent  across  the  continent 
were  shipped  to  Dr.  Slack's  trout  hatchery  in  New 
Jersey,  where  they  were  hatched,  and  tlie  fish 
subsequently  planted  Ln  tributaries  of  the  Atlantic 

These  were  the  humble  beginnings  of  the  hatching 
of  Pacific  salmon,  which  has  now,  through  the 
agency  of  the  various  hatcheries  of  the  U.  S.  Fish 
Commission,  of  State  hatcheries,  and  of  private 
parties,  assumed  proportions  of  such  magnitude 
on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific. — Salmo  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 


^offings  bg  f^e  iSag. 

A  SKRIKS  of  articles  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of 
interest  to  country  gentlemen  and  sportsmen  gene- 
rally begins  in  the  Badminton  Magazine  for  May, 
entitled  "  Famous  Homes  of  Sport,"  the  Marquess 
of  Granby  contributing  the  first  article  on 
"  Belvoir."  *' Handicappers  and  Handicapping," 
by  a  Handicapper,  is  the  second  instalment  of 
"  The  Racing  World  and  its  Inhabitants."  Yachting 
men  will  be  interested  in  "  Class  Racing  in  the 
Solent";  climbers,  in  "Alpine  Accidents";  fisher- 
men, in  "A  Berkshire  Trout  Stream:  From  Start 
to  Finish  "  ;  motorists,  in  "  Economical  Motoring  "  ; 
cricketers,  in  "Some  Remarks  on  Cricket,"  by  E. 
L.  Marsden.  There  are  also  other  articles  on  "  The 
Wildfowler,"  "  Shooting  in  Austrian  Mountains," 
etc. ;  and  a  story,  "  The  Hunting  of  Chilton  Sahib,' ' 
by  Dolf  Wyllarde.  A  spirited  coloured  racing 
picture,  "Well  Away,"  by  John  Beer,  is  presented 
separately  with  the  May  number. 


I  INTENDED  going  to  Deal  this  week-end,  but 
liave  decided  to  remain  in  town  and  attend  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  which 
M'ill  be  held  at  the  Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate 
Street,  on  Saturday,  April  25,  The  chair  will  be 
taken  by  the  president,  Mr.  PhUip  Geen,  and  the 
vice-chair  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett.  Amongst  other 
well-known  anglers,  Mr,  R.  B.  Marston,  editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  anticipates  being  present. 


On  Monday,  in  the  Divisional  Court,  before  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Justice  Channell,  and  Mr. 
Justice  WUls,  the  case  of  Cook  v.  Clareborough 
was  heard.  This  was  an  appeal  by  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board  against  the  decision  of  the  Matlock 
justices  iu  a  case  heard  at  Matlock  in  June  last 
against  the  respondent  and  three  other  defendants 
for  fishing  for  trout  in  the  Lumsdale  Ponds,  near 
Matlock,  without  licenses.  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis 
Bund,  instructed  by  Mr.  C.  K.  Eddowes,  clerk  to 
the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  appeared  for  the 
appellants.  The  respondents  were  not  represented. 
At  the  hearing  before  the  magistrates,  the  Bench 
found  that  the  ponds  in  question  were  artificial 
reservoirs,  and  as  such  were  not  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  as  being  rivers 
or  tributaries  of  rivers,  and  dismissed  the  case.  The 
Divisional  Court,  in  reversing  the  decision  of  the 
magistrates,  held  that  the  ponds  in  question  were 
tributaries  of  a  river  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  distinguishing  the  case  of 
Stead  V.  Nicholas,  and  allowed  the  appeal. 


That  enterprising  line,  the  Canadian  Pacific,  is 
reported  to  have  nearly  perfected  arrangements  for 
transporting  whole  salmon  from  British  Columbia 
to  England  almost  as  fresh  as  when  taken  out  of  the 
water.  Some  years  ago,  whenthisfeat  was  attempted, 
the  fish  somehow  lost  flavour  on  being  cooked, 
and  the  experiment  was  abandoned.  But  that  was 
before  the  discovery  of  the  cold  chamber  method  of 
preserving  freshness  during  transmission  without 
loss  of  eatable  quality,  and  there  is  a  fair  chance, 
therefore,  of  success  for  the  new  endeavour.  It  is 
pstimated  that  the  fish  could  be  sold  at  a  profit  in 
the  English  market  at  a  shilling  a  pound,  or  even 
less  at  some  seasons,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
catchers  would  be  saved  the  expense  of  cutting  up 
and  canning  before  despatch. 


Mb.  Hookham  Fbere  called  on  Canning  one  day, 
when  he  was  residing  near  Enfield,  to  consult  him  on 
a  matter  of  great  importance.  They  wal  ked  into  the 
woods  to  have  a  quiet  talk,  and  on  passing  a  pond 
Mr.  Frere  was  surprised  to  find  that  it  was  new  light 
to  the  statesman  that  tadpoles  turned  into  frogs  ! 
In  relating  the  incident  Mr.  Frere  used  to  say,  "  Now 
don't  go  and  tell  that  story  of  Canning  to  the  first 
fool  you  meet.  Canning  could  rule,  and  did  rule,  a 
great  nation  ;  but,  in  these  scientific  days,  people 
are  apt  to  fancy  that  anyone  who  does  not  know  the 
natural  history  of  frogs  must  be  an  imbecile  in  the 
treatment  of  men." 


A  GOOD  many  years  ago,  a  Fifeshire  minister 
having  heard  that  Mr.  Russel,  the  editor  of  the 
Scotsman,  was  residing  in  his  parish,  told  a  friend 
that  he  would  very  much  like  to  make  his  acquain- 
tance. "  Go  to  the  river-side  on  Monday  morning," 
said  his  friend,  "  and  you  will  be  sure  to  find  him 
with  his  rod."  The  minister  accordingly  did  so,  and 
after  introducing  himself  to  Russel,  said,  "  I  believe, 
sir,  you  are  very  fond  of  fishing."  "  I  am,"  the 
editor  replied  ;  "  are  not  you  ?  "  The  minister 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  adding  somewhat  sen 
tentiously,  "  but  my  fishing  is  of  another  kind  ;  I 
am  a  fisher  of  men  /  "  "  Judging  from  the  state  of 
your  creel  yesterday,"  the  humorist  rejoined,  "  you 
are  not  very  successful  !  " 


An  interesting  article  in  the  Young  Man,  entitled 
"  Curiosities  of  Edible  Fish,"  says  : — "  It  is  well 
known  that  mussels  are  possessed  of  beards,  as  they 
are  termed  ;  but  I  daresay  readers  will  be  surprised 
to  know  the  full  strength  and  tenacity  these  hairy 
masses  are  capable  of  exhibiting.  Many  bridges  and 
pisrs  are  actually  held  together  by  means  of  these 
tufts,  and  in  one  prominent  instance — namely,  a 
bridge  over  the  Torridge  river,  at  Bideford,  Devon- 
shire— the  townsmen  periodically  gathered  and  de- 
posited on  the  masonry  whole  hordes  of  mussels, 
having  learnt  from  painful  experience  that  the 
currents  were  so  powerful  as  to  displace  mortar  very 
quickly." 

Herrings  should  be  "caller"  or  fresh — or,  say, 
this  week's — if  you  are  to  enjoy  the  plebeian  but 
toothsome  morsel.  The  way  to  cook  them  need 
not  be  so  fresh.  Hera  is  a  good  old-fashioned 
recipe  ;  — 

Get  herrings  enough  to  fill  up  your  dish, 
And  into  the  stomach  of  each  little  fish 
A  peppercorn  put ;  this  will  give  it  a  flavour ; 
Then  layers  alternate  of  onions  thin  sliced 
And  herrings  and   bay-leaves  —  each  layer  well 
spiced  ; 

Then  over  the  whole  some  best  vinegar  pour, 
Diluted  with  water — a  pint  or  still  more; 
Three  hours  in  an  oven,  with  moderate  heat. 
Will  make  it  quite  fit  for  the  hungry  to  eat. 


In  the  course  of  a  storm  at  sea,  wlien  all  hope  of 
saving  the  vessel  by  human  means  had  been  aban- 
doned, the  captain  informed  the  passengers  that  they 
must  now  be  prepared  to  "  trust  in  Providence," 
on  which  one  of  their  number — a  clergyman — 
exclaimed,  "Great  Heavens  has  it  come  to  that  ?  " 


An  angler  was  drinking  whisky-toddy  in~a  coun- 
try inn,  when  an  enthusiastic  teetotaller,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  present,  pointing  to  his  tumbler,  said, 
"  There's  death  in  that  cup  !  "  "  You're  right,  sir," 
replied  the  angler,  who  immediately  addressed  the 
waiter  as  follows  : — "  This  gentleman  tells  me  that 
there  is  death  in  tliis  cup,  and  he  is  perfectly  right  ; 
I  have  '  diovvned  the  miller  ' — bring  some  jnore 
whisky  !  " 

Mrs.  Johnstone,  editresi  of  "  Tait's  Magazine," 
once  took  Mr.  Alexander  Russel,  of  the  Scotsman, 
to  see  Hogg,  the  "  Ettrick  Shepherd,"  who  accom- 
panied them  to  a  well-known  stream.  Stooping 
down,  he  filled  a  tumbler  with  beautiful  clear  water, 
and  as  the  poet  handed  it  to  Mrs.  Johnstone,  he  said, 
'  Hae,  Mistress  Johnstone  ;  ony  married  woman 
that  drinks  this  water  will  hae  twiyis  within  the 
twelve-month."  Tumbler  in  hand,  the  lady  replied, 
"  In  that  case,  Mr.  ^ogg,  I  shall  drink  only  half  a 
tumbler  !  " 


There  are  several  species  of  fish,  reptiles,  and 
insects  which  never  sleep  during  the  whole  of  their 
existence.  Among  fish  it  is  positively  known  that 
pike,  salmon,  and  goldfish  never  sleep  at  all  ;  also 
that  there  are  several  others  in  the  fish  family  that 
never  sloop  more  than  a  few  minutes  a  month. 
Thorc  are  dozens  of  species  of  flies  which  never 
indulge  in  slumber,  and  from  three  to  five  species  of 
serpents  which  also  never  sleep. 


One  of  the  most  gluttonous  of  fishes  is  known  as 
the  "  black  swallower,"  and  as  a  voracious  eater  few 
can  equal  it.  It  will  seize  by  the  tail  a  fish  eight  or 
ten  times  its  own  size,  and  work  its  way  over  it  by 
repeatedly  sliding  forward  one  jaw  and  then  the 
other.  After  a  meal  the  walls  of  its  stomach  are  so 
stretched  as  to  be  transparent.  Later  digestion 
begins,  and  the  swallower  is  turned  belly  upward  by 
the  imprisoned  gas,  and  his  stomach  becomes  a 
balloon,  which  lifts  him  from  the  depths  of  the  ocean 
to  the  surface,  and  in  this  helpless  condition  he  is 
thrown  about  by  the  waves. 


It  was  recently  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons 
that  the  Seven  Stones,  off  the  Scilly  Islands,  are 
not  in  British  waters.  This  information  seems  to 
have  reached  France  pretty  quickly.  About  a 
dozen  large  French  fishing-boats  have  already  taken 
up  quarters  at  the  Isles  of  Scilly,  and  as  the  heavy 
seas  have  so  far  prevented  them  working  at  the 
Seven  Stones,  a  little  diversion  has  been  enjoyed  in 
the  shape  of  fishing  in  and  around  the  eastern  part  of 
the  islands.  The  other  day  ten  of  our  neighbours 
were  apparently  ground  fishing  the  whole  day  less 
than  a  mile  off  Menawethan,  and  the  natives,  and 
even  the  sea-birds — who,  by  the  way,  are  more  than 
usually  anxious  just  now  over  their  eggs  and  pro- 
spective young  ones — are  solemnly  wondering 
whether  the  Scilly  Islands,  too,  are  really  and  truly 
within  British  territorial  waters.  The  Seven  Stones 
are  6|  miles  E.N.E.  of  the  Hard  Lewis  Rocks  (the 
north-eastern  point  of  Scilly),  and  as  parts  of  the 
Stones  are  visible  at  half-tide,  and  a  ligtitship  has 
been  maintained  near  the  reef  by  the  English  Trinity 
House  Corporation  since  August,  1841,  one  might 
almost  be  forgiven  for  thinking  they  were  part  of 
the  Empire. 

It  is  true  the  Scillonians  rarely  visit  the  Seven 
Stones  now  for  the  purpose  of  fishing,  though  the 
Cornish  fishermen  sometimes  do  so  ;  and  it  is  equally 
true  the  Frenchmen  seem  to  be  greatly  superior  to  us 
in  their  modes  of  fishing,  and  in  the  gear  they  use. 
They  also  tell  vis  that  if  Scilly  belonged  to  them  there 
would  be  a  population  here  of  something  like  ten 
thousand  people,  living  entirely  on  the  fishing  in- 
dustry. It  is  just  possible  that  a  judicious  introduc- 
tion of  these  clever  French  fishermen  in  the  Scilly 
Islands  would  do  no  harm,  because  the  revival  of  an 
important  industry  would  be  very  acceptable  now 
that  the  growing  of  flowers,  so  successfully  carried  on 
in  the  islands  for  a  number  of  years,  is  slowly  and 
surely  becoming  a  thing  of  the  past. 


"  C.  B."  asks,  "  Is  fishing  for  weakfish  exciting 
sport  ?  "  It  is  considered  so  by  experts — if  the  fish 
bite.  It  is  also  terribly  exciting  when  you  have 
fished  a  whole  tide  without  a  bite  to  get  a  tremend- 
ous strike  from  a  ten -pounder  when  you  are  not 
watching,  and  have  your  attention  first  attracted 
by  the  singing  of  your  reel.  You  grab  your  rod, 
play  your  quarry  —  if  he  is  still  on — ^for  fifteen 
minutes  or  so,  and  land  in  your  boat  a  nice  dogfish. 
Yes,  it  is  conducive  to  excitement  and — profanity. 


A  VERY  beautiful  form  of  stinging  animal,  says 
"Jock  Scott,"  is  the  Physalia  or  "Portuguese 
Man-of-War."  This  tropical  organism  consists  of 
a  bladder-like  float,  on  the  under  surface  of  which 
are  the  numerous  little  beings  that  compose  the 
living  colony.  Contact  with  this  strange  creature 
is  of  a  highly  injurious  nature.  One  observer  has 
described  the  effects  of  its  thread  cells  on  his  body 
as  if  he  had  plunged  his  arm  up  to  the  shoulder  in 
boiling  water.  Mr.  Bennett,  a  noted  traveller  in 
the  tropics,  tells  us  that  not  merely  was  the  pain 
he  experienced  after  contact  with  the  Physalia  very 
acute,  but  a  great  deal  of  irritation  prevailed 
through  his  system  generally.  Fishes  coming  in 
contact  with  the  offensive  tentacles  of  the  "Man- 
of-War  "  are  paralysed,  and  it  i^  said  that  a 
Physalia,  the  size  of  a  walnut,  will  instantly  kill  a 
fish  as  big  as  a  herring. 


Kind  Lady:  "Bobby,  I  notice  your  little  sister 
took  the  smaller  apple.  Didn't  I  tell  you  to  let  her 
have  her  choice  ?  "  Bobby  :  "  I  said  she  could 
have  the  little  one  or  none,  and  she  chose  the  little 


The  Silver  Trout  thirty -eighth  annual  dinner  on 
the  21st  inst.  was  a  grand  success,  Mr.  F.  Bank  in 
the  chair.  A  good  dmner,  a  good  company,  a  splendid 
programme  of  music,  and  an  encouraging  report  from 
Secretary  W.  Hase  as  to  the  financial  and  numerical 
condition  of  the  society.  The  Forest  Gate  Pisca- 
torials  dine  on  April  28,  and  the  Stockwell  Anglers 
will  dine  on  the  same  evenuig  at  the  Dulie  of 
Cambridge,  Thorno-road,  South  Lambeth.  The 
Walham  Green  Anglers  dine  on  April  29. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  circular  has  been  sent  round  to  tne  whole  of 
the  clubs  affiliated  with  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion giving  particulars  of  the  waters  rented  on  the 
River  Severn  by  the  association  ;  it  goes  to  show 
tiiat  the  rights  have  been  acquired  from  Stourport 
down  to  Holt  Fleet  on  the  private  side  of  the  river 
and  about  two  and  a  half  miles  on  the  towing-path 
side.  The  charge  is  fixed  at  the  nominal  sum  of 
one  shilling  per  annum  ;  this  will  enable  the  members 
to  fjsh  below  Arley,  and  will  hold  as  good  as  a 
licence.  The  fishing  in  the  part  of  the  river  taken 
is  considered  very  good,  and  will  be  very  much 
patronised  when  the  season  opens.  Some  good  trout 
fishing  is  to  be  had  below  Lincomb  Weir,  which  is 
included  in  the  fishery.  Mr.  J.  Rabone,  the  general 
secretary  of  the  association,  has  had  the  cards 
printed,  and  the  branch  secretaries  can  be  supplied 
upon  making  application.  The  fish  on  exhibition 
at  Bingley  Hall  have  not  as  yet  been  judged,  but 
the  prize  list  has  been  sent.  The  fish  have  been 
placed  in  ten  classes,  and  the  prizes  range  from 
173.  6d.  to  5s.  Due  notice  will  be  given  to  the  prize 
winners  ;  the  silver  cup  given  by  Mr.  Stanley  will  be 
awarded  to  the  club  exhibiting  the  largest  number 
of  cases;  this  will  no  doubt  go  the  Highgate 
Society.  The  White  Lion  Society  are  offering 
special  prizes  for  specimen  fish.  They  have  already 
had  some  good  fish  weighed  in,  including  a  pike  of 
over  121b.  The  club  have  just  purchased  a  splendid 
silver  cup,  which  will  be  competed  for  at  their 
annual  contest.  The  Anglers'  Pride  Society  have 
decided  to  fish  their  bye  contest  on  the  last  Satur- 
day in  June,  and  their  annual  contest  at  Upton-on- 
Sevem  on  Aug.  23  next.  Some  of  our  members 
have  had  good  sport  with  the  trout  in  Wales  since 
my  last  notes  were  sent.  Some  good  fish  have  been 
taken  from  private  water  near  to  Barnt  Green, 
the  largest  fish  being  a  rainbow  trout  of  lib.  15Joz. 
Some  of  our  members  have  during  the  holidays  had 
some  good  sea  fishing  at  Weymouth.  Our  rivers 
are  now  in  good  condition,  but  the  cold  north-east 
winds  have  been  very  much  against  good  sport. 
Trout  are  reported  to  be  plentiful  in  the  Blythe, 
and  some  good  sport  will  be  had  when  the  weather 
gets  warmer  on  the  Severn. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  is  practically  nothing  to  report  from  the 
Lincolnshire  trout  streams  in  consequence  of  the 
wintry  elements  which  have  prevailed  for  the  past 
ten  days.  There  were  slight  falls  of  snow  almost* 
every  day  last  week,  and  as  many  as  eight  degrees 
of  frost  were  registered.  It  is  not  surprising  to  learn 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  very  few  anglers 
ventured  to  wet  a  line.  As  there  has  been  no 
settled  spring  weather  up  to  the  present,  some  have 
not  even  made  a  start,  and  the  season,  so  far, 
recalls  .those  of  the  past  two  years,  when  it  was 
quite  the  end  of  May  before  a  general  commence- 
ment could  be  made.  The  few  rods  which  have 
been  out  report  very  favourably  upon  the  streams. 
They  say  they  could  not  possibly  be  in  better 
condition,  and  all  that  is  wanted  is  a  spell  of  warm 
weather  to  ensure  a  successful  run  of  sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Both  the  river  Hull,  the  Driffield  Canal,  Froding- 
ham  Beck,  Kelk  Beck,  and  other  tributaries  of  the 
Hull  are  all  in  nice  ply  for  operations ;  but  the 
winterly  weather  of  the  past  week  was  not  con- 
ducive to  much  sport  in  any  quarter.  However, 
matters  have  much  improved  this  week,  and 
a  few  very  nice  fish  have  been  secured 
at  times,  but  chiefly  with  worm  and  minnow. 
Sport  amongst  flounders  and  eels  has  been 
fairly  good  in  the  tidal  waters.  Odd  trout  of 
decent  size  have  been  taken  by  worm  fishing  between 
Arram  Beckend  and  Wilfholme.  Several  club 
matches  have  been  decided  between  Hull  Bridge 
and  Dunswell  during  the  past  week  or  so,  114 
anglers  taking  part  in  one  at  the  latter  place,  but 
sport  was  only  tame,  the  afternoon  being  bitterly 
cold,  and  only  lloz.  secured  the  first  prize ;  but  the 
North  Eaistern  Angling  Club  fished  a  match  at  Hull 
Bridge  and  fared  much  better,  Mr.  R.  Wilkinson 
weighing  in  about  Iflb.  for  first  prize.  At  the  clubs 
in  the  city  some  grand  catches  of  flounders  have 
been  exhibited  from  various  districts,  scaling  in  the 
aggregate  from  31b.  to  over  81b.  the  catch,  by 
Messrs.  Astrop,  Wilson,  Thompson,  Turner,  and 
others.  The  Norfolk  Arms  Angling  Society  fished 
their  first  match  at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  G.  Parkin 
securing  the  first  prize  ;  at  the  Alexandra  Associa- 
tion's match,  at  Patrington  Haven,  Mr.  W.  Cook 
carried  off  the  first  prize.  Codlings  of  fair  size 
continue  to  be  taken  in  the  Humber  at  Paull, 
Ooxhill,  and  Eillingholme. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  St.  Helen's  Angling 
Association  was  fairly  well  attended,  and  Judging 
from  the  report  and  balance-sheet  the  association 
must  be  considered  in  a  good  position.  Last  year 
they  fished  five  contests  for  twenty-nine  prizes,  all 
of  which  were  presented.  The  executive  elected 
contains  the  majority  of  the  retiring  officers,  so 
that  efficiency  can  be  depended  on  in  the  future. 
The  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  continues 
good,  and  amongst  other  fish  are  mentioned 
trout  of  lib.  9oz.  and  21b.  6Joz.  An  interest- 
ing reprint  from  a  provincial  paper,  entitled 
"The  Angler's  Paradise,"  is  being  issued,  and 
deals  with  the  attempt  to  develop  Buttermere 
Lake.  The  last  meeting  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  Committee  dealt  with  the  reorganisa- 
tion scheme.  A  course  of  action  was  decided  upon 
which  will  be  announced  in  due  time,  and  will 
doubtless  be  considered  satisfactory  by  all  sports- 
men. If  this  move  results  in  the  anglers  of  War- 
rington being  federated  in  one  association  it  will  be 
a  good  thing  for  all  concerned,  in  fact,  a  "boon 
and  a  blessing." 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  more  you  try  to  get  a  frank  confession  of 
what  our  men  did  during  Easter,  the  more  the 
verdict  ventured  on  as  to  general  results  is  upheld. 
It  was  only  what  appeared  to  be  a  settled  improve- 
ment in  the  weather  that  tempted  our  men  out  at 
all,  and  now  the  much  abused  clerk  of  the  weather 
is  catching  it  hot  for  his  false  hopes.  The  severe 
colds  and  chills  contracted  during  the  holidays 
are  by  this  mostly  cured,  but  a  few  in- 
valids are  daily  met  with.  Despite  the 
absence  of  offi-ial  reports  from  Lake  Vyrnwy, 
a  few  details  have  come  to  hand.  A  city 
rod  in  a  letter  speaks  of  awful  weather,  except  on 
Sundays,  Good  Friday  was  the  exception ;  in  nine 
days'  hard  fishing  he  has  had  92  trout,  521b.  The 
Black  Gnat  is  still  on  the  water  in  large  numbers. 
For  Easter  the  hotel  was  full.  Mr.  Nightingale 
announces  that  he  has  given  up  match  fishing,  and 
for  the  future  intends  lecturing,  teaching,  and  acting 
as  guide  to  anglers  wishing  to  visit  any  local  waters, 
all  of  which  he  knows. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  fallen  rapidly,  and  trout  anglers 
are  reported  to  have  taken  fish,  with  the  trolling 
bait,  at  Sawley  and  Colwick  weirs.  Patrons  of  the 
Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge  section  have  done 
next  to  nothing,  and  those  frequenting  Aver- 
ham  and  Averham  weirs  have  returned  with 
comparatively  light  creels.  On  the  Greet 
Messrs.  C.  Gray,  W.  J.  Rayson,  G.  Clarke,  and  T. 
Lewis  have  killed  trout  up  to  l|lb.  each,  and  im- 
proved sport  has  been  met  with  on  the  Dover  Beck 
(lower  lengths)  and  Smite.  Dace  at  night  have  risen 
freely  to  the  fly,  and  very  soon  the  deadly  caddis 
grub  for  trout  will  take  the  place  of  the  various 
kinds  of  small  worm.  On  April  18  I  paid  a  visit  to 
Matlock  Bridge,  on  the  Derbyshire  Derwent,  and 
bagged  sundry  trout  with  the  dock  grub.  I  met 
Mr.  D.  Palmer  Pearson  and  ascertained  from  him 
that  the  fish  this  season  are  unusually  late, 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  but  no  great 
catches  of  trout  have  been  recorded.  Mr.  Martin 
Perks  had  a  few  nice  fish,  and  others  had  from  one 
to  two  brace  each.  Mr.  R.  Merriman  had,  as  a 
champion  prize  from  his  society,  the  expenses  of  a 
fishing  outing  in  Wales.  The  place  he  selected  was 
Langorst  Lake  in  Wales;  he  returned  with  51 
nice  pike  all  in  excellent  condition,  far  exceeding 
the  specified  weight.  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Warren, 
who  accompanied  him,  also  had  good  sport.  The 
Worcester  Angling  Society  hold  their  annual 
meeting  at  headquarters,  the  Bull's  Head,  High- 
street,  on  Monday  evening,  and  there  was  a  large 
attendance  of  members. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  York  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  will  hold  their 
armual  competition  in  the  river  Ouse  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  12,  and  the  presentation  of  the  cup  and 
medals  is  fixed  for  the  occasion  of  the  yearly  dinner 
on  Sept,  26.  The  question  of  the  Ouse  close  time 
is  stUl  engaging  the  attention  of  members,  and  at 
their  recent  meeting  it  was  decided  again  to 
wait  upon  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board.  It  is 
reported  that  the  Amalgamation  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  their  efforts  to  extend  the  lease  of  Nidd 
waters  below  Skip  Bridge,  terms  having  been 
arranged  with  the  owner  of  the  fishery  rights 
on  the  York  side  of  the  river,  below  the  bridge,  for 
a  considerable  distance  towards  its  junction  with 
the  Ouse.  Advantage  is  gained  in  the  shortening 
of  the  distance  from  York,  and  in  the  opportunity 


afforded  for  good  mixed  fishing.  Pike  anglers  more 
especially  are  likely  to  appreciate  the  acquisition. 
In  the  lower  roaches  of  the  Nidd  some  successful 
pike  fishing  has  taken  place  lately,  and  the  numerous 
pike  that  found  their  way  into  the  Bedale  Beck 
during  the  floods  kept  a  few  rods  busy.  The  York 
men  were  most  successful. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Cold  harsh  winds  and  generally  bright  weather 
have  retarded  sport  throughout  the  country  recently . 
Some  good  sport  at  salmon  has  been  had  on  the 
Cork  rivers,  especially  on  the  Lee  and  on  some  of 
the  stretches  of  the  Bandon.  Trouting  has  been 
generally  good  in  the  southern  waters,  and  at 
Waterville  and  Killarney  good  takes  have  been 
had  in  the  latter  department.  Some  respectable 
sport  has  been  had  at  trout  on  the  principal 
Connaught  lakes,  and  many  fine  fish  were  captured. 
Salmon  fishing  on  the  lakes  has  been  generally  dull 
everywhere,  and  on  some  waters  little  or  nothing 
was  done  as  far  as  salmon  are  concerned,  owing  to 
the  existing  conditions.  The  prospects,  however, 
appear  to  be  brighter  all  round,  and  good  sport  is 
likely  to  be  pretty  general  before  the  month  closes. 
At  the  Waterville  Petty  Sessions  last  week,  a 
local  professional  fisherman,  named  Dennis  Currane, 
was  prosecuted  by  Mr.  James  Hensey,  Inspector  of 
Fisheries  to  the  local  Conservators,  for  having 
salmon  fry  illegally  in  his  possession  on  Feb.  17.  It 
appears  Currane  was  arrested  on  that  date  upon  a 
charge  of  drunkenness  by  the  police,  and  the  fry 
was  found  on  him.  Owing  to  adjournments  of  the 
court  the  case  did  not  come  on  till  last  week.  After 
a  patient  hearing,  the  magistrates  fined  the  defendant 
£1  and  costs,  but  this  was  subsequently  reduced 
to  10s.  and  costs  on  the  prosecuting  solicitor  saying 
that  the  Conservators  instructed  him  to  make 
application  for  a  reduction  of  the  fine,  as  the  de- 
fendant was  a  poor  man,  and  he  was  prepared  to 
give  an  undertaking  that  he  would  not  repeat  the 
offence.  Timothy  Currane,  a  boy  of  about  sixteen 
years,  son  of  the  former  defendant,  was  charged  at 
the  suit  of  the  same  complainant  for  killing  and 
having  in  his  possession  salmcn  fry  on  March  10 
last.  He  was  fined  lOs.  and  costs.  Constable 
Abraham,  Waterville,  proved  both  cases. 


^ofcs  from  tl}c  Wott^. 


Angling  has  been  very  slack  diuing  the  past 
week.  Even  on  the  best  sections  of  the  Dee  little 
has  been  done.  At  Aboyne  Mr.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick, 
had  two  nice  fish  ot  61b.  and  101b.,  Captain  Hughes 
three,  and  some  others  one  or  two  when  they  could 
venture  out. 

With  the  first  fresh  the  rivers  will  again  run  big, 
when  the  kelts  will  be  cleared  out,  and  probably 
an  early  grilse  or  two  put  in  an  appearance  for  the 
season's  start, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laming  are  angling  on  the  Dinnet 
Dee  waters,  and  up  till  now  have  been  fairly  success- 
ful, considering  the  inhospitable  weather. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Coates  and  family.  Paisley,  are  now  at 
Olentana  for  the  spring  salmon-fishing,  and  will 
likely  stay  till  the  end  of  June, 

The  trout  season  has  all  yet  to  come,  and  angler>t 
need  not  hurry  North  just  yet  to  any  of  the  usual 
resorts  till  they  are  assured  of  a  thorough  change  in 
the  weather. 

A  good  number  of  April  fish  are  on  the  coast,  and 
are  running  up  as  chances  offer.  Prices  fell  last^week 
from  2s.  6d.  to  Is.  lOd. — not  a  bad  drop,  and  a  sure 
sign  of  supplies. 

The  "  Grandholm  Killer "  is  a  new  Don  fly 
brought  North  by  two  English  sportsmen  last  yeaT, 
which  did  wonders,  and  was  much  sought  after 
for  slow-ruiming  waters.    It  is  again  in  demand, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dent  and  party  are  having  some 
sport  on  the  Deveron  at  Rothiemay.  "  The  weather 
is  now  much  milder  there,  but  the  first  fortnight  of 
April  was  awful,"  so  Mr.  Rough,  Huntly,  writes. 

Iceland  as  a  field  for  anglers  possesses  attrac- 
tions all  its  own.  As  a  fishing  centre  it  has  been 
growing  in  popularity  ever  since  trawlers  were  forced 
off  the  inshore  coast.  There  is  a  regular  stream  of 
trade  developing  between  Aberdeen  and  Shetland, 
Faroe,  and  Iceland,  and  first-class  trawlers  running 
there  twice  a  week. 
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AJ^OLERS^    HOTELS,   FISMII^O    QUARTERS,  &c. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom 
niudation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  hil 
liards,  suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Kish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9s. 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  M,2  ;  week,  "s:  6d.  ; 
and  day,  2«.  6rf.— toflsh  all  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  tlie  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21s.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  5.5.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CEOES,  ANGLESEY  (L. ».  W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


MERRIGK  ARMS  HOTEL 

,    BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake— the  best  in 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing ;  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
cuisine.— Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  In  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5  ;  fortnightly,  £3  : 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Noptli.  'Wales. 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "  A  deliglitful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  'far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  ' 
Station:  Glynceirioguia  Chirk.  Postal  Address  : 
Glyn,  Ruabon. 


Llandrindod  Wells. 


ROCK  HOTEr. 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 
Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  2d.  per  day. 

PROPRIETOR,  A.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  6 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  foi 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £i  ss.  per  week.— Wadsworth,  St 
Ives.  Hunts. 


Angrlera  wlshln?  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMODATION, 

f  OT  Tishinc  the  Dova  and  Izaak  Walton  Oonntry 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IS 

The  Ashbonrne  News  k  Dove  Valley  Record. 

'  Wanted   aivU.,  18  mrii,  U. :  K  wjrdi,  ii.,  prepaid. 

Address  :  News  Office.  Ashbourne. 


Thb  Donegal  Highlands. —  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  on  the 
very  bank  of  Gweedore  River,  within 
a  few  minutes'  wallj  of  best  Salmon  pools, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes' 
drive  of  Crolly  Railway  Station. 

reicj^z-nj/is— Proprietor. 


TO  LET,  FURNISHED, 

for  two  or  three  months,  the  VICARAGE, 
Dulverton.  Drawing,  dining  rooms,  and 
study,  six  bedrooms,  good  garden,  and 
offices.  Church  and  telegraph  within 
two  minutes'  walk.  Good  Fishing.— 
Apply,  R.  SowTON  Baheow,  Solicitor, 
Dulverton. 


FURNISHED  COTTAGE, 

at  Exebridge,  ten  minutes  from  Dulver- 
ton Railway  Station,  TO  BE  LET  until 
end  of  July;  two  sitting,  four  bedrooms, 
garden,  and  paddock.  Good  Fishing  in 
the  neighbourhood. — Apply,  R.  SowTOK 
Baebow,  Solicitor,  Dulverton. 


TROUT  FISHING 


A  BOD  TO  LET 

On  the  upper  portion  of  the  RIVER 
DARENTH  (Kent),  an  hour  from  Town  ; 
close  to  rail.— Apply  to  Heebeet  H. 
Simmons,  Green  Trees,  Tonbridge. 


VICAR  OF  CHUDLEIGH 
recommends 
GOOD  ROOIVIS. 

First-class  Fishing  close.  Ten 
minutes  from  Station. — Mrs.  Leare, 
Beller  Marsh,  Chudleigh,  S.  Devon. 


TURNBULL'S  CATALOGUE 
FOR  ANGLERS 

Notv  Heady,  Post  Free, 

SEND  ADDRESS  TO 

10  &  12,   HANOVER  STREET. 
EDINBURGH. 


Royal  Choral  Society. 

PATRON:  H.M.  THE  KING. 

Freiident :  E.B.H.Tht  Duke  of  Oonnanght,  E.G. 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  30,1903, 

At  Eight  o'clock, 
HUBERT  PARRY'S 

WAR  AND  PEACE 

Specially  composed  for  this  Society 
(First  Time  of  Performance) 
CONDUCTED    BY  THE  COMPOSER 

AND  MENDELSSOHN'S 

HYMN  OF  PRAISE 

Miss  AGNES  NICHOLLS. 

Miss  KATE  CHERRY. 
Madame  KIRKBY  LUNN. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  GREEN. 

Mr.  ANDREW  BLACK. 
Band  and  Chorus  One  Thousand. 


ilfr.  H.  L.  Balfour, 
SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Organist  - 
CONDUCTOR  - 

Doors  Opbn  at  7  ;  commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7s.  6d.   Arena,  6s. 
Boxes,  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  3s.  Od. 
Balconv  i    Reserved      frows  1  to  4)   ...  Bs. 
uaicony       Unreserved  (rows  6  to  8)   ...  48. 
GALLERY  (PROMENADE)  ONE  SHILLING. 
Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  and  usual  Agents 


A     CARTER   A;   no      T  fH     Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle 
\  o  .  ,  .  Manufaetupers, 

1,  2,  &  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  &  137,  St.  John  Street  Road, 

Telegraphic  Address :  "  Fishgig,  London."     LONDON,  E.G.  Telephone  :  1129  Central. 

THE  MOST  NATURAL 
FLIES  TIED. 

The  natural  appearance  of  the  bodies  of 
Flies  made  with  Celluloid  has  never 
been  so  near  perfection.    We  invite  Fly 
Fishers'  inspection  of  these  Flies. 

ellaloid  Bodied  Flies 

PATENT. 

Tlie  following  patterns  of  Trout  Flies  are  in 
Stock,  and  can  be  sent  per  return  of  post. 


Curse. 

Pale  Watery  Bun. 
Red  Spinner. 
Medium  Olive. 


.Tenny  Spinner. 
Black  Ant. 
Governor. 
Badger  Quill. 


March  Brown. 
Alder. 

Blue  Winged  Olive. 
Coachman. 
Claret  Spinner. 
Red  Quill. 
Greenwell's  Glory. 
Black  Gnat. 
Dark  Olive. 
Granuoni. 


On  Highest  Quality  Eyed  Hooics,  2/6  per  doz. 


Orange  Quill. 
Cowdung. 
Pale  Olive. 
Half  .Stone. 
Blue  Quill. 
Sherry  .Spinner. 
Red  Ant. 
Apple  Green. 
Willow. 

Coch-y-Bondhu. 


MAY  FLIES 

With  Celluloid  Bodies. 


A  Sample  Dozen  of  these  splendid  May  Fhes  will  be  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  4/6.  All  Flv 
Fishers  should  see  these  Flies  before  getting  their  season  s  supply.    The  Celluloid  Mays 
comprise  six  patterns,  all  killers. 
X»03  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE   NOW  READY,   POST  FREE. 


TROUT  FISHING. 


QREENHEART  ROD,  11  ft.  (3  joints),  balanced  butt    ...  7/- 

QREENHEART  CYCLE  ROD,  9  ft.  6  in.  (5  joints)  ...  9/- 
SPLIT  CANE  ROD,  10  ft.  (3  joints),  2  tops,  cork  grip, 

grooved  Avood  case,  in  bag  complete       ...        ...        ...  11/6 


BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SELECTED 

QREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  snake 
rings,  Universal  winch  fittings,  10  ft.,  1 1  ft.,  or  1 2  ft.  21  /- 


BEST  ENGLISH  MADE  SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

2  tops,  top  case,  serrated  ferrules,  spiral  lock  joints, 

cork  grip,  10  ft.,  11  ft.,  or  12  ft.   75/- 

If  with  Steel  Centre  .,,        ...        ...        ...    extra  20/- 

N.B, — All  Rods  are  priced  complete  with  Bags. 


WINGED  OR  HACKLE  TROUT  FLIES, 

Fine  Gut,  X/-  per  doz. 


WADINQ  NETS,  with  clip,  5/6  each  complete. 
FINE,   NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  and  STRONG  CA5TS, 
3  yds.,  6d.,  8d.,  and  9d.  each. 
"HERCULES"  CASTS,  all  sizes,  8d.  each. 


CATALOGUES  POST  FREE.       Please  mention  "Fishing  Oazette" 

BENETFINK  tb  CO. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites, 

89,  90, 107,  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON. 
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A  correspondent  asks  if  tlie  Avon  at  Tomintoul 
is  good  in  July  and  August.  Yes,  and  first-rate 
in  a  moist  season.  All  round  Tomintoul  the  trout- 
ing  is  of  the  freest  and  best,  and  in  a  spate  a  grilse  or 
salmon  of  81b.  or  so  may  safely  be  reckoned  on  to 
the  worm. 


LIST  OF  LOCH  LEVEN  ANGLING 
COMPETITIONS  FOR  1903. 


A  company  of  Danish  financiers  is  to  establish  a 
Marconi  wireless  telegraph  station  in  the  North  of 
Scotland  to  connect  the  continent  of  Europe  with 
Iceland.  Thus  a  much-felt  want  will  be  supplied, 
and  if  the  tariff  be  cheap  enough  we  may  hope  for 
the  latest  angling  reports  ere  long  per  Marconi. 

Mr.  Harry  Duncan,  The  Hillock,  Upper  Cabrach, 
writes  : — "  Just  a  line  to  say  how  things  are  up  here. 
Well,  there  is  nothing  doing  as  yet.  I  have  been 
twice  on  the  river,  and  have  only  taken  three  trout 
— the  first  blood  of  the  season.  Too  much  snow- 
water off  the  hills.  I  do  not  think  there  are  many 
trout  here  worth  coming  for.  The  hotel  visitors 
liave  exhausted  the  free  part  of  it  dm-ing  the  past 
year  or  two.  However,  Sandy  Duncan  had  a  clean 
fresh-run  salmon  on  the  Beldornie  water,  an  unusual 
thing  so  early  in  the  season."    Special  Scotch. 


TROUT 


FISHING  IN 
OF  MAN. 


THE  ISLE 


Thanes  to  the  fostering  care  of  the  Fresh  Water 
Fishery  Conservators  and  their  energetic  inspector, 
Mr.  Andrew  Caley,  anglers  who  pursue  the  gentle 
art  from  the  banks  of  Manx  rivers  are  likely  this 
season  to  enjoy  good  sport.    To  show  what  the 
Board  has  done  for  this  season  alone,  we  gather  that 
2500  yearling  Loch  Leven  trout  arrived  on  March  12, 
via  Liverpool,  by  the  R.M.S.  Douglas,  in  charge  of 
the  keeper  of   the  Wyresdale  Fishing  Company 
Limited,  Scorton,  Garstang,  Lancashire,  consigned 
to  the  Inspector  of  the  Fresh  Water  Fishery  Board 
of  Conservators.    These  fish  proved  to  be  in  good 
condition.     Another  similar   lot  of  2500  arrived 
from  the  same  place  on  March  19.     These  also 
were  a  splendid  lot  of  young  fish.    The  two  lots 
were  immediately  after  arrival  deposited  in  the 
rivers  near  the  following  places  : — Kewaigue,  Bal- 
laughton,    Richmond    Hill,    Santon,  Silverburn, 
Groudle,  Glen  Roy,  Ballacowdn,  Ballaquine,  the 
Lhen,  from  Ramsey  to  Sulby  Glen,  Abbey  Lands, 
Sir  George's  Bridge,  and  Baldwin  East  and  West. 
The  average  length  of  these  imported  fish  is  from 
2^in.  to  4in.  Since  1897  the  Conservators  have  placed 
in  the  rivers — trout,  brown  and  white,  25,000  year- 
lings, and  67,000  ova,  the  total  cost  of  which  was 
£326  15s.  2d.,  all  of  which  Mr.  Caley  reports  were 
successful  in  stocking  the  rivers.    The  Conservators 
have  received  £794  18s.  for  fishing  licences,  a  fairly 
steady  average  of  about  £136  ;  but  of  course  there 
are  many  other  expenses.    The  fact  appears  to  be 
that  the  Board  about  spend  their  revenue  each  year, 
and  yet  maintain  a  credit  balance  to  meet  contin- 
gencies.   In  addition  to  stocking  the  rivers  with 
fish  the  Conservators  are  fighting  their  enemies,  the 
cormorants.    Commencing  with  1900,  half-a-crown 
per  head  was  paid  for  the  dead  enemy  on  proof  that 
he  was  killed  in  a  river.    In  the  first  year  fourteen 
were  paid  for,  last  year  seven,  and  already  this  year 
eleven.    Mr.  Caley  expresses  the  opinion  that  gulls 
also  do  a  great  deal  of  damage,  but  at  present  there 
is  no  machinery  to  operate  against  them,  unless  our 
friends,  the  lads,  are  allowed  to  collect  the  eggs  of 
the  gull,  which  would  be  better  than  collecting  those 
of  om-  sweet  songsters.     There  is  an  anglers'  asso- 
ciation in  the  Isle  of  Man,  whose  headquarters  are 
at  the  Talbot  Hotel,  Douglas,  where  all  information 
may  be  obtained.  W.  Colquhoun. 


May 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS,- 
The  following  particulars  are  sp>ecially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 

and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 

25,425.  FishiTreating.  Patentee:  E.  V,  Speltie, 
Amsterdam,  Holland.  Relates  to  the 
treatment  of  fish  for  the  extraction  of 
oil  and  fat  and  the  production  of  guano. 
The  crushed  and  mixed  fish  is  raised  by 
a  conveyor  and  discharged  into  a  hooper, 
which  feeds  the  boilers  through  the  dis- 
tributing pipe.  Each  boiler  is  provided 
with  testing  cocks,  manometer,  safety- 
valve,  and  a  rotary  shaft  carrying  large 
stirring  gratings.  Steara  is  supplied  from 
a  pipe,  and  escapes  through  other  pipes. 
After  boiling,  the  mass  is  driven  by  steam 
pressure  along  a  pipe  to  the  decanters,  of 
which  the  number  is  equal  to  or  larger 
than  that  of  the  boilers.  Each  decanter 
is  provided  with  a  level  gauge,  mano- 
meter, safety-valve,  steam  inlet  pipe,  and 
a  conical  filter  made  of  wire  gauze  covered 
with  sack. 


April  18  Pollokshields 
„    20  Kelty  and  Blair- 

adam 

22  Perth 

23  Wanderers 
(Glasgow) 

24  Stirling 

25  Uddingston 
Waltonians 

25  Kelvinside  Aca- 
demical 
28  Breadalbane 
(Edinburgh) 
Coatbridge 
Bridge  of  Allan 
St.  Andrew 

(Edinburgh) 
Wellshot 
St.  Mir  in  (Pais- 
ley) 

5  Perthshire 

6  Waverley(Edin- 
burgh) 

7  Kinross 

8  St.Mungo  (Glas- 
gow) 

9  Saturday  A.  C. 
(Edinburgh) 

9  Bohemian(Glas- 
gow) 
Edina  (Edin- 
burgh) 
Dunfermline 
12  Cockburn(Edin- 
burgh) 
Clackmannan 
Dundee  West- 
end 
Fifeshire 
Stirling 
Dundee 
Falkirk 

Amateur  (Edin- 
burgh) 
20  Carrick  A.C. 
20  Breadalbane 

(Edinbiu-gh) 
22  Wanderers 

(Glasgow) 

22  Uddingston 
Waltonians 

23  Pollokshields 

25  Clydesdale 
(Glasgow) 

26  Western  (Glas- 
gow) 

20  Rowbank  (Pais- 
ley) 

Western  (Glas- 
gow) 
Perth 

Buckland  (Glas- 
gow) 
Leith  Fly  Fish- 
ing Assocn. 
Buck]and(Glas- 

gow) 
Bothwell  and 
Blantyre 
30  Midlothian 

1  Edinburgh  Ama- 
teur V.  Bridge 
of  Allan 

2  Bridge  of  Allan 

3  Kinross 

4  St.  Mungo(Glas- 
gow) 

5  United  Edin- 
burgh Clubs 

6  Bohemian(Glas- 
gow) 

6  St.  Andrew 

(Edinburgh) 
8  Dunfermline 


11 


11 


12 
13 

13 
14 
16 
18 
18 


June 


27 

27 
28 

28 

29 

30 


June  10  NATIONAL 
,,    II  Clackmannan 
„    12  Kelvinside  Aca- 
demical 
„    15  Edina  (Edin 

burgh) 
„    15  Fifeshire 
„    16  Waverley(Edin 

burgh ) 
,,    17  Stirling 
,,    17  Dundee  West- 
end 

„    18  West  of  Scotland 
„    19  West  of  Scotland 
„    20  Dundee 
„    22  Cockburn{Edin 

burgh) 
„    23  Bridge  of  Allan 
„    23  Perth  v.  Perth- 
shire 

„    24  Kelty  &  Blair- 
adam 

„    24  Bridge  of  Allan 
„    25  Pollokshields 
„    26  Falkirk 
,,    26  Breadalbane 

(Edinburgh) 
„    27  Saturday  A.  C. 

(Edinburgh) 
July    1  Kinross 
„      7  Wanderers 

(Glasgow) 
,,    14  Clackmannan 
,,    20  Dunfermline 
Aug.    3  Stirling 
,,      4  Clydesdale 

.  (Glasgow) 
„'     6  St.  Andrew 

(Edinburgh) 
,,      6  Perthshire 
,,      7  United  Glasgow 

Clubs 
,,      8  Uddingston 

Waltonians 
8  Leith  Fly  Fish 
ing  Assocn. 
Kelty  &  Blair 

adam 
Fifeshire 
St.Mungo  (Glas 
gow) 

12  Dundee  West 
end 

13  Coatbridge 

13  Pollokshields 

14  Coatbridge 

14  Wellshot 

15  Both  well  and 
Blantyre 

15  Midlothian 
17  Bridge  of  Allan 
17  Amateur  (Edin 
biugh) 
Western 


10 

10 
11 


1^ 


19 


gow 
Western 


Glas- 
Glas- 

gow 

19  Breadalbane 

(Edinburgh) 

20  West  of  Scotland 

20  Clackmannan 

21  West  of  Scotland 

21  Rowbank  (Pais- 

ley) 

22  Dundee 

24  Falkirk 

25  Waverley(Edin- 

burgh) 

26  St.  Mirin 

26  Dunfermline 

27  Kinross 

28  Wanderers 

(Glasgow) 

29  Perthshire 


9  Perthshire 

Special  competitions  after  the  loch  is  closed  to  the 
public,  and  for  which  boats  are  supplied  free  by  the 
Association  :  — 

Sept.  1.  Patrons'    Prize,    confined    to  prize- 
wimiers  in  Kim-oss  Club. 
,,     2.  Championship. 

3.  Boatmen's  Competition. 

R.  B.  Laino. 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literatm-e  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
aud  Co..  Limited,  St,  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ANGLING  IN  TASMANIA. 


I  HAVE  been  angling  for  more  than  forty  years  in 
Tasmania,  and  am,  therefore,  able,  after  careful 
notes  and  observations,  to  place  before  my  readers 
who  may  visit  Tasmania  after  sport  with  the  rod  and 
line  where  to  go  and  what  to  do.  Unfortunately, 
the  average  visitor  is  led  astray  by  the  misleading 
advertisements     appearing     which     read     thus  : 

"  Good  hotel  accommodation  ;  splendid  fishing  "  

and  when  inquiries  are  made  the  proprietor  knows 
nothing  about  the  fishing,  and  who.se  tips  at  times 
are  very  misleading.    I  remember  visiting  one  of 
our  country  districts,  and  from  the  streams  and 
river  I  concluded  that  good  sport  was  to  be  had. 
To  my  horror,  I  was  taken  to  a  shallow  beach  where 
only  small  flathead  were  biting,  and  I  discovered 
that  this  was  considered  the  "  splendid  fishing."  The 
tackle  was  the  roughest  I  ever  saw.    So  from  that 
experience  I  always  put  my  brother  anglers  on  their 
guard  when  seeking  sport,  and  keep  clear  from  the 
advertisement  which  tells  of  such  great  fishing.  Of 
course,  I  want  to  be  as  practical  as  I  can,  and  to  be 
clearly  understood  that  to  be  a  successful  angler 
means  hard  work  and  plenty  of  study.    The  one 
thing  needful  is  to  have  the  best  tackle,  and  so 
arranged  that  it  will  meet  the  requirements  for  the 
special  kind  of  fish  the  angler  is  seeking.  The 
movements  of  fish  are  very  strange  at  times,  and 
many  causes  may  be  advanced  as  to  their  appearance 
or  otherwise  ;  but  to  be  well  within  the  mark  I  shall 
select  fiom  November  till  March,  when  all-round 
fishing  is  re  iable  for  the  many  kinds  of  fish  which 
exist  in  our  numerous  streams  and  rivers  throughout 
Tasmania.    In  Tasmania  we  have  two  kinds  of 
fishing,  each  of  them  quite  distinct  in  its  mode  of 
fishing  and  capture,  tackle,  types  and  class  of  fish. 
In  fresh  water  we  have  established  the  acclimatised 
English  and  American  trout,  and  in  many  of  the 
rivers  and  lakes  large  specimens  have  been  taken. 
At  the  Great  Lakes  the  average  trout  (brown),  from 
what  I  have  seen,  would  be  from  61b.  to  191b. 
weight.    Of  course,  this  kind  of  sport  is  not  withni 
the  reach  of  the  average  man,  or  would  it  be  any 
use  of  a  novice  going  to  try.    It  would  mean 
failure.    I  remember  a  rich  gentleman  from  Vic- 
toria who  spent  four  weeks  at  this  famous  angling 
resort.    He  had  plenty  of  tackle,  but  quite  unsuit- 
able for  the  fish  of  this  lake,  and,  to  make  matters 
worse,  there  were  several  expert  anglers  also  trying 
their  luck,  and  they  maintained  the  old  custom  not 
to  let  the  visitor  know  how  it  was  that  he  was  not 
getting  any  fish.    They  were  plentiful.    This  sort 
of  thing  went  on  for  several  days,  so  our  visitor, 
after  ten  days'  hard  work,  with  no  fish,  declared 
that  he  would  not  leave  till  he  caught  a  fish.  A 
Samaritan  came  along  and  asked  the  usual  question, 
"  Any  sport  ?  "    "  No,  why  I  have  been  here  for 
more  than  a  week  ;  I  see  stacks  of  trout,  but  not  a 
run."     "  Let's  have  a  look  at  your  gear."     "  Wh\ , 
man,  you  will  never  get  a  trout.    Look,  whoever 
heard  of  a  man  using  a  float  as  big  as  a  kettle  to 
take  trout  with  !    Why,  your  bait  is  wrong  ;  arti- 
ficial is  no  good.    Get  an  eel  skin,  and  you  will  soon 
stiike  one."    So  sending  to  Hobart  the  right  thing 
came  along,  and  what  did  he  do  then  ?    Why,  he 
caught  the  trout,  and  declared  that  after  all,  "  An 
ounce  of  experience  is  worth  a  ton  of  theory." 

The  angler  in  search  for  sport  should  first  make 
himself  acquainted  with  the  locality  where  he 
intends  to  fish.  A  "  Fishing  Guide,"  issued  by  the 
Tasmanian  Tourist  Association,  will  be  foimd  very 
useful  for  full  directions  as  to  how  to  get  to  the  fancy 
spots  for  fish.  I  would  reconunend  to  my  readers 
to  make  inquiries  of  residents  of  certain  districts. 
If  an  angler  lives  near  at  hand  his  local  knowledge 
will  be  found  valuable,  however  great  an  expert  with 
the  rod  the  visitor  may  be.  A  lot  of  lost  time  is 
saved,  and  the  best  information  is 'obtained,  which 
means  success  to  the  angler  who  is  anxious  to  kill 
fish.  There  are  always  certain  fancy  spots  in 
streams  where  good  accounts  are  recorded,  and 
thrilling  stories  of  some  "  big  "  take  in  days  of  old. 
With  a  view  of  putting  the  fishing  as  it  exists  to-day, 
I  will  divide  them  into  two  sections.  The  first- 
Inland  fresh  water  fishing. 

In  Tasmania  there  are  numerous  streams  where 
the  indigenous  fish,  as  well  as  the  acclimatised 
species,  are  to  be  had.  The  trout,  which  has  been 
termed  "  the  king  of  fish,"  may  be  again  divided, 
namely,  the  large  or  river  fish  and  the  stream  or 
brooklet  trout.  For  the  former  the  tackle  usually 
adopted  are  the  "  spinner,"  phantom,"  "  drags," 
the  "  wobbler,"  and  the  deadly  "  eel  skin  "  bail. 
This  method  is  adopted  for  the  rivers  to  be  found 
in  the  northern  part  of  Tasmania,  as  well  as  in 
the  southern  portion.  The  Derwent,  as  far  as  New 
Norfolk,  abounds  with  the  Sabno  trutta,  or  salmon- 
trout,  the  Salmo  fario,  or  bro'mi  trout,  and  the  Loch 
Leven.  From  November  the  sport  with  this  fish  is 
not  good  until  you  come  within  a  few  miles  of  New 
Norfolk,  which  would  be  about  eighteen  miles  from 
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BERNARD'S  New  Drag  Brake 

J  (/MIA  Vr  APPLIEIJ  lOll). 

This  is  the  most  powerful  and  yet  simple  Brake  ever  invented,  there  being  no  com- 
plicated mechanism  to  get  out  of  order.     A  drag  from  i  to  5  lbs.  can  be  instantly 

applied,  and  as  quickly  removed. 

4  in.  Salmon  Reel,  Fitted  with  the  New  Brake     •        .        .        ,       £1    12  6 

■iz  »1  <l  •  •  •  • 


M  J)  .)  ....       £1    17  6 

5)  »)  )>  •       •       .       .      £2    2  6 

WE  CAN  FIT  THIS  BRAKE  TO  ANY  REEL  SENT  US  AT  A  CHARGE  OF  FROM         to  7/0. 


4i  in. 


J.  BERNARD  &  SON, 

45,  JERMYN  STREET,  ST.  JAMES'S,  S.W, 


[One  fioor  from  Dttke  iStreet], 


JKLUSTJiATEJ)    CATALOGUES  FREE. 


Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 


HAVE    STILL    TO    CLEAR   A  FEW 


YEARLINGS,  also  11  to  12  inch  two-year-olds  and  1  lb.  to  2  lb.  TROUT, 

SURPLUS  STOCK.      See  also  advertisement  on  cover. 


the  middle  reaches  of  the  Derwent — that  wovild  be 
from  the  Benidale,  which  is  reached  by  train,  and  is 
about  eight  miles  from  Hobart.  At  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Derwent,  from  December,  really  good 
sport  is  to  be  had.  Continuing  the  Derwent  as  far 
as  Glenora,  with  the  hopper  bait  some  really  fine 
specimens  of  trout  are  to  be  had.  Turning  to  the 
River  Plenty — the  Styx  Ouse — and  Russell  Falls,  the 
brooklet  trout  are  teeming  in  all  these  small  rivers  ; 
some  of  them  are  fringed  with  dense  overgrowth, 
making  it  difficult  for  angling.  There  are  portions 
where  it  is  clear,  of  course.  In  such  streams  wading 
is  done.  The  rod  must  not  be  long,  10ft.  ;  gut 
trace,  say,  5ft.  ;  hook  No.  5  will  answer  well.  The 
best  time  to  kill  fish  in  this  district  is  when  the  water 
is  low.  In  this  locality  there  are  plenty  of  anglers 
who  will  give  information  where  the  fish  are,  and 
the  best  bait  to  kill  with.  The  black  fish  (Gadospis 
mamoratns)  is  most  excellent  fish  for  the  table.  The 
best  sport  with  this  fish  is  to  be  foimd  in  the  nor- 
thern rivers.  Many  years  ago  Mr.  Salville  Kent, 
who  was  connected  with  the  Fisheries  Department, 
liberated  a  few  black  fish  at  New  Norfolk,  and  they 
are  becoming  more  numerous  every  year  in  this 
locality.  In  the  South  Esk  fish  of  a  couple  of 
pounds  weight  are  not  uncommon,  and  on  the 
Forestier,  near  Scotsdale,  they  run  to  51b.  and  61b. 
The  best  time  for  them  is  at  night,  and  the  most 
peculiar  thing  with  this  fish  is  that  they  go  in  a 
family,  and  when  on  the  bite  the  lot  are  taken  ;  their 
place  will  be  taken  next  season  by  another  family. 
They  are  caught  with  a  bunch  of  worms,  a  running 
sinker,  hook  No.  1.  Mr.  Zelly,  of  New  Norfolk,  who 
is  an  enthusiastic  angler,  and  a  resident  of  the  dis- 
trict, reported  last  season  catching  them  with  the 
hopper.  The  best  places  to  select  are  the  head- 
wiiters.  They  are  not  good  fighters — heavy  biters 
and  easily  hooked.  There  are  many  persons  in 
Tasmania  who  esteem  the  black  fish  above  any  we 
have  in  Tasmanian  waters  for  the  table.  In 
appearance,  although  black,  it  resembles  a  cod. 

The  jolly-tails  are  numerous  throughout  the  State, 
and  the  fresh  water  flathead  are  very  plentiful  in  the 
Brighton  stream,  and  at  times  a  nice  fish  for  the 
)jan.  They  are  caught  in  quiet  waters  with  the 
worm  bait,  and  afford  good  sport  when  on  the  feed. 
The  brooklet  trout  are  to  be  had  in  the  Longley 
stream.  It  is  eleven  miles  from  Hobart,  and  the 
Huon  coach  passes  twice  daily.  The  deadly  flies 
are  the  Coachman,  Coch-y-Bondliu,  and  Red 
Spinner.  From  November  till  February  at  this 
locality  the  hopper  is  generally  used  by  trout 
anglers.  In  the  Huon  district  there  are  several 
streams  suitable  for  fly-fishing.  The  IMountain 
River  and  the  Kermandie  at  Greverton  are  famous 
for  trout  sport.  To  lovers  of  bream-fishing  Tas- 
niania  is  the  place  to  come  to,  as  the  Scamander, 
on  the  north-east  coast  of  Tasmania,  has  a  world- 
wide fame  for  this  particular  kind  of  fishing  ;  also 
at  Swanport,  situated  on  the  east  coast,  where  the 
bream  are  in  countless  thousands.  The  ger.r  for 
these  localities  must  be  fairly  strong,  as  some  of 


them  turn  the  scale  at  3|lb.  We  have  a  narrow 
stream  of  water  at  Brown's  River,  which  has  been  a 
favourite  resort  for  anglers,  and  at  times  the  sport  is 
good.  But  my  advice  would  be,  if  you  do  not 
possess  much  patience  :  Do  not  go,  you  may  fish  all 
day  without  a  run.  At  this  locality  there  are 
several  anglers  who  will  supply  such  information  as 
to  how  the  bream  are  biting.  If  the  tide  is  out  the 
best  fishing  is  at  the  moutli  of  the  stream  ;  if  the 
tide  is  up  then  the  angler  must  fish  higher  up  the 
stream.  The  modern  method  for  bream-fishing  is 
to  try  the  fancy  spots  for  fifteen  minutes — say,  with 
three  rods  set — and  keep  moving  till  you  strike 
them.  The  gear  must  at  this  stream  be  light.  At 
the  side,  near  the  outer  edge  of  the  sand,  the  mud 
crabs  are  plentiful,  which  at  times  make  a  good 
bait  ;  also,  on  the  drift  weed,  the  shrimp  are  also 
numerous.  A  piece  of  muslin  put  over  the  landing 
net  answers  well  for  catching  them,  which  is  done  by 
drawing  the  net  through  the  weed.  In  selecting 
crabs  the  soft  ones  are  the  best.  At  Sandy  Bay, 
on  the  beach  is  a  good  place  to  get  them  ;  a  slight 
pressure  between  thumb  and  middle  finger  will  soon 
tell  if  they  are  suitable  for  bait. — Andrew  Kirk  in 
The  Australian  Shooting  and  Fishing  Annual. 


^Letters  to  the  Ebftor. 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,'] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  inquiries  made  in  your 
issue  of  April  18  by  "  Fly  Fisherman  "  regarding 
trout  fishing  in  Norway,  I  can  strongly  recommend 
him  to  try  Sandene,  on  the  Nordfjord — that  is,  the 
second  fjord  above  Bergen.  It  possesses  many- 
attractions  to  a  fisherman  as  well  as  to  an  ordinary 
tourist.  On  the  brink  of  the  fjord  stands  an  excel- 
lent hotel — the  Hotel  Gloppen — kept  by  a  Nor- 
wegian gentleman,  Herr  C.  A.  Ryg,  who  has  had 
much  hotel  experience  in  America,  and  pays  great 
attention  to  the  wants  and  comforts  of  his  guests. 

Trolling  for  sea- trout  may  be  had  in  the  fjord 
with  boats  supplied  free  by  the  hotel.  Sport  is 
best  in  August,  when  sea-trout  run  up  following 
herrings  ;  but  a  run  along  the  Ijanks  of  the  lovely 
fjord,  and  lunch  at  the  boat-houses  of  the  pleasant 
and  friendly  farmers,  will  make  up  at  any  time  for 
poor  sport.  Mr.  Ryg  ha^  four  preserved  lakes,  one 
at  Trodal,  a  lake  about  two  and  a  half  miles  long, 
situated  1100ft.  above  sea  level,  with  a  charming 
and  well-appoiuted  fishing  hut.  Four  days'  resi- 
dence is  allowed  to  each  visitor,  in  case  others  are 
waiting  for  a  visit  (the  hut  holds  four  comfortably). 
The  hotel  charge  is  six  kroner  a  day  (a  kroner  is 
Is.  l|d.)  all  told,  and  an  extra  kroner  covers  the 
daily  sta.y  at  Trodal. 

At  Trodal  the  fly  only  is  used,  and  the  fish  run  up 


to  21b.,  but  a  trout  of  31b.  has  been  taken  during 
my  stay  there.  The  lake  in  one  part  runs  to  70ft. 
deep,  and  the  farmers  who  formerly  netted  it  affirm 
that  it  contains  fish  of  51b.,  but  these  refuse  to  be 
tempted  with  the  fly.  Two  adjoining  lakes,  ap- 
proached from  Sandene  only,  afford  equally  good 
fishing.  Accommodation  may  be  procured  in  the 
farmers'  sseters  (dairies),  bedding,  etc.,  being 
carried  up  by  porters.  The  hotel  has  a  good  lake, 
a  small  one,  called  the  "  Doctor's  Lake,"  an  hour's 
drive  and  walk  from  Sandene.  It  is  not  an  easy 
lake  to  fish,  as  it  is  surrounded  by  mountains  and 
the  wind  seldom  descends  on  it,  but  an  angler 
landed  seventy-two  trout  from  it  one  day  last 
summer.  Sunday,  as  a  rule,  is  a  blank  day  in 
Norway  until  6  p.m.,  when  the  local  Sunday  is  at 
an  end,  but  the  numerous  walks  and  visits  to  two 
grand  waterfalls  will  employ  time  very  pleasantly. 
The  great  attraction  to  Sandene  is  its  situation. 
Heavy  luggage  with  little  expense  can  be  brought 
so  far,  and  with  a  light  kit  the  fisherman  can  with 
ease  visit  the  well-known  lakes  of  Loen,  Olden, 
Mindra  Sunde,  all  situated  on  the  Nordfjord  at 
but  a  short  distance  from  Sandene,  a  small  steamer 
running  to  thos3  places  daily,  where  good  accom- 
modation and  fair  fronting  is  to  be  had.  Again,  a 
drive  of  two  hours  will  land  the  sportsman  at  Red, 
on  ths  banks  of  the  Bredheim  Lake.  This  lake, 
fourteen  miles  long,  is  famed  for  its  monster  trout, 
and  a  legend  is  told  by  the  farmers  of  an  English- 
man, an  old  friend  of  theirs,  playing  unsuccessfully 
for  many  hours  a  monster  estimated  by  the  ex- 
perienced boatman,  who  was  the  rower  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  the  sporting  priest  of  Red  to  be  more  than 
601b.  The  modest  troUer  left  the  weight  to  them  ! 
A  good  description  of  this  and  adjoining  lakes  is  to 
be  found  in  a  pleasantly  written  book,  "  Trouting  in 
Norway,"  by  the  late  General  Burton.  Char  are 
also  found  in  this  lake,  but  refuse  the  Hy.  This 
lake  is  chiefly  fed  by  a  river  running  from  the 
glaciers  of  the  mountains  dividing  the  Nordfjord 
from  the  Sognefjord,  and  on  it  will  be  found  a 
fishing  station  at  Egge  (about  two  hours'  drive), 
where  a  small  and  well  conducted  hotel  will  be 
found.  Here  the  fishing  is  chiefly  from  the  bank 
of  the  river,  which  runs  close  to  the  hotel.  A  trout 
of  31b.  was  killed  in  it  last  summer.  A  further 
drive  of  two  hours  will  land  the  fisherman  at  Skei, 
on  the  east  end  of  the  Tolstcr  Lake  (twenty-one 
miles  long),  a  station  noted  for  fly  fishing  and 
trolling.  A  steam  launch  runs  daily  to  Nedre 
Vassnden,  at  the  west  end  of  the  lake  ;  good  hotel 
accommodation  is  to  be  had  there,  with  fishing  in  the 
I  lake  and  the  well-known  river  that  flows  from  it. 
j  So  much  for  the  glories  of  Sandene,  which  have 
I  previously  been  sung  in  your  Gazette.  As  to  the 
method  of  travelhng,  the  fisherman  from  London  or 
!  from  Scotland  is  recommended  to  sail  hy  the  AVilson 
i  fine  from  Hull.  ^Messrs.  Wilson  supply,  time-tables 
1  showing  a  cheap  train  from  Kind's  Cross  at  10.55  on 
i  Tuesdays  ;  this  reaches  Hull  in  time  to  land  the 
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fisliernian  on  board  the  well  provided  El  dorado 
sailing  about  5  p.m.  On  Wednesday  night  the 
steamer  reaches  Stavanger,  and  after  a  delightful 
run  between  the  mainland  and  a  long  series  of 
islands,  Bergen  is  reached  between  10  a.m.  and 
noon.  If  the  fisherman  writes  beforehand  to  Messrs, 
Bennett,  of  the  Tourist  Agency,  Market-place, 
Bergen,  a  sleeping  berth  can  be  secured  for  the 
Nordfjord  steamer  leaving  Bergen  at  1  o'clock. 
After  depositing  luggage  in  this  steamer  (close  to 
the  landing  quay),  Bennett's  Tourist  Office  can  be 
visited,  the  steamer  ticket  received  and  money 
exchanged.  As  for  expense,  the  railway  fare  {third 
class)  to  Hull  from  King's  Cross  is  14s.  El  dorado 
return  passage,  £7  7s. ;  Nordfjord  steamer  return 
ticket,  K.21.  Hotel  charges,  Sandene,  11.6  daily  ; 
boatman  daily,  R.2.  I  fancy  the  above  will  give 
all  that  "Fly  Fisherman"  requires. — Yours  truly, 
A  Member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

BREADALBANE  ARMS  HOTEL  AND 
FISHINGS. 

Dear  Sib, — In  my  Chapter  VI.  I  made  no  mention 
whatsoever  of  this  hotel  and  its  fishings,  which  I 
gather  are  at  Aberfeldy,  for  Mr.  Nicol  fails  to  men- 
tion his  whereabouts.  He  takes  for  granted  that 
"  the  hotel  "  at  Aberfeldy  to  which  I  alluded 
must  necessarily  be  his,  but  there  are  several  others, 
and  the  one  I  had  in  my  mind  was  the  Palace  Hotel, 
which  has  no  angling  at  present.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  the  Breadalbane  Arms  (I  wonder  how  many 
hotels  there  are  of  that  name  in  Perth  and  Argyll) 
has  still  some  angling  on  the  Tay,  and  regretting  that 
I  failed  to  mention  it  permit  me  to  atone  for  the 
omission  of  a  matter  of  such  vast  importance  by 
wishing  the  visitors  there  the  best  of  luck. — Yours 
truly,  Augustus  Grimble. 

BOGUS  "HARDY"  RODS. 

Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  Mona's  letter  in  your 
issue.of  last  week,  and  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
offered  a  cane  built  rod  said  to  be  a  "  Hardy,"  we 
regret  to  have  to  state  that  it  has  come  to  our 
knowledge  that  a  good  many  of  these  bogus  rods 
have  been  offered  for  sale,  which  are  of  the  com- 
monest description,  and  appear  to  be  both  English 
and  Amierican  manufacture,  their  real  value  being 
about  7s.  Gd. 

Should  this  letter  meet  the  eye  of  a  ny  person  who 
has  been  so  swindled,  we  will  be  glad  if  they  will  at 
once  communicate  with  us,  and  send  us  th3  rod  or 
rods  which  they  may  have  purchased.  —  Yours 
truly.  Hardy  Brothers. 

Alnwick. 


THE  STIFFKEY  (NORFOLK)  AS  A 
TROUT  RIVER. 
Dear  Sir, — If  "  W."  cares  to  write  me  I  can  give 
him  the  information  he  requires,  and  it  will  afford 
me  pleasure  to  do  so. — Yours  truly. 
Wells,  Norfolk,  Douglas  Drake. 

April  19,  1903. 

FOOD  OF  SALMON  AND  COLOUR  OF 
THEIR  FLESH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  letter  of  C.  Hevit, 
in  your  issue  of  April  18,  on  salmon  food,  secretion 
from  the  stomach,  even  when  cold,  has  the  same 
effect  on  crustaceans— for  example,  shrimps  and 
prawns — as  boiling. 

So  eminent  an  authority  as  Giinther,  in  his 
"Study  of  Fishes,"  p.  632,  says:  "Chemistry  has 
not  supplied  us  yet  with  an  analysis  of  the  sub- 
stance which  gives  the  pink  colour  i,o  the  flesh  of 
many  salmonoids,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  it 
is  identical  with,  and  produced  by,  the  red  pigments 
of  many  salt  and  fresh  water  crustaceans  which 
form  a  favourite  food  of  these  fishes." 

On  reading  the  letter  af  C.  Hevit,  I  procured  some 
liquor  pepticus  from  the  chemist,  prepared  from 
animal  gastric  secretion,  probably  from  a  pig,  and 
poured  it  cold  on  crushed  fresh- water  shrimps  ;  in 
tlireo  minutes  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  contents 
of  these  little  crustaceans  had  turned  a  vivid  red. 
The  "salmon  "  colour  is  undoubtedly  due  to  a  pig- 
ment, and  not  increased  vascularity  in  the  flesh. 
At  present,  the  best  explanation  of  the  presence  of 
this  pigment  seems  to  be  that  it  is  obtained  from 
the  crustacsan  food.  The  pale  fleshed  trout  taken 
from  the  stream  in  all  probability  found  an  abundant 
supply  of  fresh-water  shrimps  {Oaiiimarus  pulex)  in 
the  pond. 

This  is  a  most  interesting  subject,  and  I  have 
already  started  some  experiments  with  gastric  secre- 
tion extracts  of  various  fish,  which  I  will  commu- 
nicate to  you  when  completed. — Yours  truly, 

Francis  Ward. 

[I  aih  glad  to  hear  Dr.  Ward  takes  such  a  practical 
interest  in  this  question.  I  think  trout  which  feed 
on  shrimp  would  bo  likely  to  have  the  pink  tinge. — 
Ed.] 


SALMON  AND  THINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — Well,  sir,  I  do  not  see  why  the 
Marquis  of  Granby  should  not  have  his  joke  when  he 
feels  so  disposed  as  well  as  anybody  else.  Since, 
as  he  says,  it  is  useless  to  fish  for  salmon  with  either 
"  a  waxing  or  a  waning  river,"  and  as  every  river  on 
the  planet  is  at  any  moment  either  the  one  or  the 
other,  there  is  no  resisting  the  dismal  conclusion  that 
all  salmon  fishing  is  for  ever  labour  in  vain.  And 
really,  as  things  go,  the  truth  does  not  lie  very  far  off. 
Still  I  have  had  a  salmon  or  two  in  my  time,  a  very 
few  indeed,  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  they  were 
almost  all  met  in  water  that  was  waning,  very  unmis- 
takably waning,  from  a  heavy  flood.  But  let  the 
joke  pass. 

I  do  not  see  why  "  Glanrhos  "  should  call  the 
salmon -feeding- in  -  fresh- water  question  a  vexed 
one.  Or  is  there  any  question,  vexed  or  otherwise, 
about  it  at  all  ?  I  think  it  is  a  character  in  one  of 
Goldsinitli's  comedies  who  says  to  his  son,  who  wants 
to  win  him  over  to  take  a  kindlier  view  of  his  (the 
son's)  love  affairs  : — "  Yes,  sir,  I — I  will  hear  your 
reasons  now  if  you  like  ;  you  can  fire  away  with 
your  reasons.  When  I  have  my  mind  fully  made 
up,  and  reasons  cannot  possibly  do  any  harm,  I 
don't  give  a  button  how  many  reasons  I  have  to 
listen  to."  And  so  your  correspondent,  "  following 
the  light  of  common-sense,"  snaps  his  fingers  at 
scientists  who  say  the  fresh- water  "  salmon  have 
no  stomachs."  An  attitude  like  this  eminently  fits 
a  man  greatly  to  find  quarrel  in  a  straw,  but  I 
doubt  if  it  assists  one  to  safe  and  reasonable  conclu- 
sions. Common-sense,  too,  is  no  doubt  an  excel- 
lent thing,  and  in  its  very  excellence  lies  the  danger. 
For  so  highly  do  men  think  of  it  that  many  spurious 
articles  of  kinds  are  for  ever  masquerading  in  its 
garb,  and  not  infrequently  taking  in  the  very  elect. 
Bacon,  for  instance,  possessed  one  of  the  greatest 
minds  ever  vouchsafed  to  any  of  the  sons  of  men, 
and  yet  he  took  the  philosophy  of  Ptolemy  for 
common-sense,  and  considered  Copernicus  a  fool. 
And  were  I  to  assure  him  that  salmon  did  not  feed  in 
fresh  water  he  would  doubtless  consider  me  a  fool 
also.  And  yet  he  magnified  the  experimental  and 
inductive  processes  to  the  skies.  Such  a  bundle  of 
contradictions  is  man,  even  at  his  best  ! 

Do  salmon  feed  at  all  in  sea  or  river  ?  I  am  told 
that  they  do,  and  that  salmon  are  netted  inshore 
near  the  mouths  of  rivers  they  are  approaching  to 
ascend  with  their  stomachs  quite  distended  with 
small  herrings  in  various  stages  of  digestive  decom 
position.  In  fact,  they  would  seem  to  be,  for  their 
weight  and  size,  downright  heavy  feeders.  This  is 
interesting  and  instructive,  but  as  I  have  no  faith  in 
"  common-sense  "  or  parallel  cases,  or  in  anything, 
in  fact,  which  I  do  not  see  with  my  eyes,  I  am  not 
altogether  satisfied  with  this  gorged  salmon.  You 
see,  sir,  the  fish  is  on  his  travels,  the  great,  the 
supreme  event  of  his  life  history,  his  migration,  is 
just  on  ;  the  condition  is,  in  fact,  abnormal,  and  we 
cannot  be  too  warj"-.  When  I  start  for  London  I 
may  have  £60  in  my  pocket,  but  when  I  am  knocking 
about  Athlone  I  seldom  have  fifty  pence  in  it.  And 
what  if  your  salmon  is  simply  crammed  for  his  long 
and  trying  fast.  Anyway  I  want  to  know  what  is  a 
healthy  201Ij.  salmon's  average  bill  of  fare  when  he 
is  taking  his  ease  in  his  ocean  inn,  and  then  I  shall  go 
on,  but  till  I  know  that  I  am  stuck.  Meantime,  we 
must  keep  on  saying  something,  and  cautiously 
feeling  our  way,  for  time  flies.  It  has  been  alleged 
that  the  food  of  the  ocean  salmon  is  microscopic 
animalculse,  with  a  little  floating  alg£e  to  give  it  a 
flavour  thrown  in.  Huxley  held  some  such  theory 
as  this,  if  my  memory  does  not  play  me  false,  but 
then  he  is  unfortunately  one  of  "  the  scientists," 
and  if  the  salmon  needs  but  some  "  attenuated  jelly" 
to  keep  up  his  condition,  he  may  be  extracting  abun- 
dant nourishment  all  day  long  in  some  mysterious 
way  from  the  waters  of  Tweed  and  Shannon  as  they 
pass  over  his  palate  and  through  his  gills,  and,  in 
fact,  never  cease  feeding  day  or  night  in  fresh  water. 
If  this  is  what  is  meant  by  feeding  in  fresh  water 
the  thing  is  as  good  as  settled,  but  if  it  is  taken  to 
imply  devouring  fresh  herrings  (or  their  equivalent 
in  solid  fish  food)  to  the  tune  of,  say,  loz.  food  to 
the  pound  avoirdupois  of  salmon  daily  (not  an 
excessive  ration,  surely)  it  is  altogether  another 
story.  But  again  I  repeat  everything  depends 
upon  what  tlic  salmon  gets  tluough  in  the  sea  on3 
day  with  another,  and  about  tliat  I  know  nothing 
so  far,  and  cmi  only  watch  and  hope  for  information. 

The  salmon  parr  or  smolt  is  about  the  greediest 
thing  that  swims,  barring,  perhaps,  the  insatiable 
stickleback.  I  commenced  fishing  about  seven  or 
eight,  and  stuck  to  it  fairly  regularly  till  I  was  four- 
teen, -vvhen  for  four  years  or  so  the  summer  school 
holidays  only  had  to  serve  my  tm-n.  During  that 
time  I  should  say,  on  t  cahxi  calculation,  I  killed  and 
cooked  and  ate  some  4000  or  5000  smolts  more  or 
less.  The  xiver  swarmed  with  them,  as  it  did  with 
their  parents  in  winter,    I  got  them  almost  exclu- 


sively with  worms,  and  I  generally  found  them 
crammed  to  the  throat  with  food  of  ^'sorts.  For 
hours  I  have  gazed  at  shoals  of  them  on  the  gravelly 
shallows  devouring  every  fly  that  came  within 
reach,  and  often  have  I  thrown  them  handfuls  of 
worms  which  they  went  for  as  hungry  fowls  do  for 
handfuls  of  corn.    Himdreds  of  them  I  have  pulled 
out  without  touching  them  with  the  hook,  the  worm 
being  too  big  for  their  insatiable  maw,  though  they 
had  stowed  away  all  of  it  they  could  hold.  But 
how  they  get  on  in  the  sea  I  cannot  say,  though  one 
might  bo  pardoned  for  supposing  they  eat  heartily, 
as  they  certainly  thrive  in  a  most  remarkable 
manner.    Still  an  ounce  to  the  pound  may  bo  too 
generous  an  allowance  if  we  will  have  it  that  they  go 
in  for  solid  fare,  for  it  is  not  so  bad  an  average  for 
predatory  creatures— if  salmon  are  predatory — with 
whom  it  is  in  general  largely  either  a  feast  or  a 
famine  I  fear.    Anyhow  I  withdraw  tlie  ounce, 
even  half  an  ounce,   and,  with  pcrmissiou  and 
subject  to  correction,  and  just  merely  for  argu- 
ment's sake  and  so  on,  will  allow  my  201b.  salmon 
twenty  quarter  ounces  of  solid  food  daily  as  tlie 
minimum  ration  on  which  he  can  live  and  thrive 
and  perform  his  duties  satisfactorily.    I  cannot  say 
fairer  than  that.    And  now,  sir,  with  your  permis- 
sion, I  shall  go  down  to  Galway  next  August  cr  so, 
and  stop  there  for  a  month  in  pursuit  of  knowledge 
and  for  purposes  of  experiment.    I  say  Galway 
because  it  is  handy,  but  scores  of  other  places  would 
do  just  as  well.    Coming  down  to  the  Ditch  Bridge 
from  Mack's  Hotel  after  breakfast  I  shall  leisurely 
proceed  to  count  the  salmon  that  crowd  out  the 
water  from  there  up  to  the  weir,  a  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  off,  and  as  the  river  is  shallow  and  clear,  so 
that  one  can  almost  count  the  scales  on  the  fish, 
this  task  is  not,  perhaps,  as  overwhelming  as  it 
appears  at  first  blush  to  be.    And  when  counting 
them  I.  shall  also  endeavour  to  identify  them  so  as 
to  be  able  to  identify  them  next  day.  Twenty- 
seven  thousand  fish  !    A  good  day's  work,  but  it  is 
really  only  an  approximation,  so  I  will  not  haggle 
over  a  few  hundred  more  or  less.    The  water  I  take 
to  be  150  yards  long,  as  I  said,  and  an  average 
efficient  width  of  30  yards.    I  allow  six  salmon  for 
every  square  yard,  or  three  salmon  twice,  for  the  fish 
lie  in  layers  one  above  another  like  herrings  in  a 
barrel,  double  and  treble  as  the  depth  of  water 
allows,  and  on  the  very  shallows  are  single  fish.  Yes, 
say  twenty  odd  thousand,  and  every  one  of  them 
will  be  there  to-morrow  and  the  next  day  too.  Nay, 
now  that  we  are  in  for  it  I  mean  them  to  stop  there, 
every  single  fish,  for  a  whole  month — a  thing  which, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  often  do — so  that  I  may  try 
conclusions  with  them. 

What  did  I  say  ?  A  quarter  ounce  per  pound 
daily  ?  Very  well,  say  200,0001b.  of  salmon  to  be 
kept  going  for  a  month  on  our  allowance  of  four 
drams  of  food  per  diem.  It  comes  to  considerably 
over  a  ton  of  solid  food  daily,  or,  say,  forty-five  tons 
of  "  fresh  herrings  "  or  its  equivalent  per  month. 
Oh,  common-sense,  what  crimes  are  committed  in 
thy  name  !  A  month  did  I  say  ?  Why,  sir,  there 
are  scores  of  those  fish  which  never  leave  that  ditch 
at  all  till  they  leave  it  for  the  sea  next  J anuary  after 
spawning  there,  and  we  can  keep  them  under  obser- 
vation every  day  if  only  we  are  lucky  with  the 
weather.  Eat  !  Why  in  Heaven's  name  what  have 
the  poor  creatures  to  eat  if  they  do  not  devour  each 
other  as  famished  wolves  sometimes  do  ?  Vexed 
question,  indeed. — Your's  trulj',  Mona, 
{To  he  continued.) 


A  GOOD  FINISH  WITH  THE  PIKE  AND 
PERCH. 

Dear  Sir, — The  last  three  days  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season  were,  for  me,  quite  record  days  taking 
them  altogether.  Having  been  fortunate  enough  to 
obtain  permission  to  fish  some  private  waters  in 
Oxfordshire,  I  started  off  with  my  wife — who  is 
always  very  keen  on  "  wiping  my  eye" — to  drive 
fourteen  miles  to  our  venue  in  the  dim  light  of 
early  morn,  and  after  having  arrived  at  our  destina- 
tion I  was  in  less  than  ten  minutes  fast  into  a  5lb. 
pike  ;  then  my  wife  hooked  and  landed  a  4-poxmder, 
and  so  things  went  on  until  I  had  se%'en  respectable 
pike,  but  none  bigger  than  my  first,  and  my  wife 
had  three  in  all,  when  I  heard  a  shout  from  the  head 
keeper,  who  was  acting  as  gillie  for  my  wife,  and  on 
rushing  up  to  wliere  they  were,  I  found  her  playing 
big  fish.  '■  Take  her  rod,  sir,"  he  shouted,'  to 
which  I  replied  that  he  had  better  try  to  take  it,  as 
1  dare  not  ;  however,  after  careful  play,  the  lish  was 
safely  landed,  and  turned  out  to  be  a  grand  fish  of 
121b.  The  pike  then  went  quite  off  the  feed,  and  on 
mounting  up  the  finest  of  gut  paternosters  and  usmg 
one  of  Sowerbutt's  Xo.  11  gold  roach  hooks  tucked 
lightly  into  the  tail  of  a  Iwge  lob-worm,  I  got  some 
fine  perch,  five  in  all,  Weigliing  lOlb.,  the  biggest 
being  2flb.  and  the  smallest  I  Vlb.    \Micn  I  first 
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hooked  tlie  largest  of  these  perch  lie  was  imme- 
diately seized  by  an  enormous  pike,  which,  unfor- 
tunately, very  much  damaged  his  dorsal  fin  and 
left  some  grievous  marks  on  both  sides.  How  it 
happened  that  this  pike  changed  his  mind  so  sud- 
denly and  relinquished  his  meal  quite  beats  me. 
1  felt  a  dead  strain  for  a  moment,  and  thought  I  was 
foul  of  the  bottom,  but  this  could  not  have  been  the 
case,  as  the  wounds  were  quite  fresh,  and  had  evi- 
dently been  inflicted  that  moment  ;  he  is  now  being 
set  up  with  the  other  four,  in  spite  of  his  damages. 

So  much  for  the  first  day.  I  went  by  myself  next 
day,  and  started  fishing  at  10.30  and  left  off  at 
5.30,  when  I  had  creeled  twenty-five  jack,  all  on 
the  same  Jardine  snap  (one  of  Messrs.  Carter's 
make).  I  am  enclosing  a  photo  I  had  taken,  as 
they  were  a  fairly  even  lot  of  fish,  although  the 
average  was  lamentably  small,  the  total  weight  being 
only  72Jlb.  A  lot  of  these  fish  would  have  been 
returned  had  it  not  been  found  necessary  to  decrease 
the  number  of  pike  in  these  waters,  owing  to  the 
damage  they  do  to  the  young  water-fowl.  The 
head  keeper,  in  his  broad  Oxfordshire,  informed  me 
that,  "  Dere  be  a  pike  in  'ere,  sur,  'arf  as  big  again 
I  should  think  as  a  mandul-piece.  Ah !  yes,  sur, 
and  looks  as  nigh  a  log  o'  wood  as  e'er  you  see."  I 
should  say  that  this  was  rather  a  decent  fish  if  it  is 
as  big  as  our  dining-room  mantel-piece,  which  is 
many  times  bigger  than  myself. 

On  the  last  day  I  got  twelve  jack — largest  61b., 
smallest  251b. — all  on  spinning  tackle,  as  they 
would  not  look  at  live  bait  that  day  for  some  extra- 
prdinary  reason  ;  these,  together  with  two  perch  of 
21b.  and  lib.,  made  another  pretty  basket  of  fish,  and 
I  am  sure  that  no  one  ought  to  grumble  if  one  could 
always  make  sure  of  three  consecutive  days'  sport 
such  as  these,  and  yet  I  must  say  I  have  a  slight 
feeling  of  regret  that  I  was  not  fortunate  enough  to 
try  conclusions  with  the  "  mandul-piece  "  pike. — ■ 
Yours  truly,  Robert  C.  Habdy  Corfe. 

Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

[I  hope  Mrs.  Corfe  will  catch  the  "  mandul-piece  " 
pike — then  Mr.  C.  will  have  to  have  it  set  up  to  go 
over  his  mantel-piece. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  BALLYNAHINCH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Enquirer  "  I  cannot 
tell  him  much  about  the  Errif,  except  that  for  salmon 
it  is  not  too  good  when  river  is  low.  On  Bally- 
nahinch  August  and  September  are  too  late  for 
grilse,  as  they  come  up  in  .June,  and  would  be  stale 
enough  in  September,  but  take  well  vmder  favour- 
able circumstances.  For  sea-trout  August  is  a  very 
good  month,  but,  of  course,  in  September  many  of 
them  are  getting  discoloured,  though  rising  freely. 
— Yours  truly,  W.  Bebesford. 

CREEL  WITH  "  LUNCH,  ETC.,  DIVISION." 

Dear  Sir, — The  words,  in  my  letter  of  your  issue 
of  April  11,  "  impecunious  anglers  "  and  "  cost  ori- 
ginally about  3d."  sufficiently  explain  the  reason 
why  I  hoped  fellow- anglers  would  be  glad  of  the 
suggestion.  I  know  perfectly  well  that  Hardy 
Bi'others  have  made  a  wicker  creel  with  "  lunch 
division  "  some  years  ago.  I  may  say  it  was  the 
extra  3s.  or  4s.  asked  for  such  a  creel,  with  this 
division,  that  sent  me  home  from  their  Manchester 
depot  with  a  creel  without  it,  determined  to  fit  my 
own  at  the  above  cost.  I  even  now  prefer  my  own, 
which  is  moveable,  and  not  even  hinged.  If  an 
angler  finds  lack  of  room  beneath  the  division  for  his 
"catch"  (would  that  it  were  my  experience  !),  he 
need  only  turn  out  his  fish  on  the  bank,  lay  the 
shelf  at  the  bottom  of  the  creel,  replace  the  fish,  and 
fish  until  he  fills  it  to  the  top.  Apart  from  cheap- 
ness I  claim  that  my  zinc  shelf  on  wire  supports  is 
superior  to  any  "  lunch,  etc.,  division  "  in  creels 
now  on  the  market.  For  creels  with  a  central  hole 
in  lid,  a  lunch  division  on  the  same  principles  may 
be  made  on  either  side  of  the  hole.— Yours  truly, 

C.  D.  F. 

EARLY  PISCICULTURAL  EXPERIMENTS— 
THE  GARDENER  PULLED  THE  PLUG. 

Dear  Sir, — I  gave  you  the  other  day  my  recent 
experience  with  rainbows.  Now  I  send  you  an 
account  of  my  experiment  in  fish-hatching  in  its 
early  days,  as  I  think  it  may  interest  you.  That 
was  between  thirty  and  forty  years  ago.  I  h&d 
heard  a  good  deal  about  the  then  new  science  of 
pisciculture,  and  as  a  neighbour  of  mine  was  making 
a  small  ornamental  lake  in  his  grounds  I  suggested, 
and  he  agreed,  that  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  stock 
it  with  trout  by  the  hatching  process. 

I  did  not  then  know  so  much  about  the  varieties  of 
trout  as  I  do  now,  and  I  thought  that  when  we  were 
about  it  we  might  as  well  have  the  biggest  sort  we 
could  get.   Great  lake  trout  seemed  to  be  the  thing. 

In  those  days  hatching-boxes  and  ova  were  not 
very  readily  procurable,  but  as  I  knew  Frank  Buck- 


land  very  well,  I  felt  sure  that,  with  his  zeal  for 
everything  piscatorial,  he  would  help  me.  Nor  was 
I  disappointed,  for  with  his  invariable  kindness  he 
at  once  procured  for  me  the  necessary  hatching-box 
and  grilles,  and  also  a  few  hundred  Salmo  jerox  ova 
from  Switzerland. 

Then  I  set  to  work.  Nearly  every  ovum  was 
hatched  out  successfully,  and  the  tank  below  was 
full  of  healthy-looking  fry,  when  a  catastrophe 
occurred.  A  careless  gardener  pulled  vip  the  phig  in 
the  tank,  and  away  went  the  water  with  all  the  fry, 
but  fortunately,  as  it  happened,  the  outlet  pipe  ran 
into  my  friend's  new  lake.  It  was  a  rather  rough 
introduction  for  the  fry,  bvit,  so  far  as  I  could  see, 
they  were  none  the  worse  for  it. 

Some  three  years  afterwards  I  thought  I  would 
sample  them,  and  succeeded  in  catching  three  or 
four.  Then  I  fovmd  out  my  mistake,  for  they 
proved  to  be  terribly  lank,  thin,  and  bony,  showing 
plainly  enough  that  Salmo  ferox  is  quite  unsuited  for 
a  small  piece  of  water.  What  has  become  of  the 
rest  I  know  not,  as  I  left  the  neighbourhood,  but  I 
am  going  there  shortly,  and  if  any  have  survived 
the  thirty  odd  years  I  may  have  something  to  record. 
— Yours  truly,  G.  Arnold. 

Hastings.   

FISHING  NEAR  CAEN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  spending  a  few  weeks  this 
summer  at  Caen  in  Normandy,  and  should  be  very 
much  obliged  if  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Oa^etie 
would  give  me  some  information  as  to  the  trout- 
fishing,  if  any,  to  be  obtained  in  that  district.  There 
is  a  fairly  large  river  passing  through  the  town — 
the  Orne,  I  think  it  is  called — but  from  the  look  of 
its  lower  reaches  I  am  afraid  only  coarse  fish  are 
found  in  it.  One  can  see  plenty  of  fishermen  sitting 
along  its  banks,  but  though  I  watched  them  for 
hours  last  summer  I  saw  only  one  small  eel  and  one 
small  bright  fish  like  a  smolt  caught.  Whenever  I 
ventured  to  inquire  how  an  angler  was  getting  on  I 
was  invariably  answered,  "  Ca  ne  mord  pas."  Pos- 
sibly, however,  there  are  some  small  streams  in  the 
neighbourhood  suitable  for  wet-fly  or  clear-water 
worm  fishing.  If  so,  I  should  like  very  much  to 
hear  of  them,  and  also  to  learn  what  steps  are  neces- 
sary to  obtain  permission. — Yours  truly, 

Wrentail. 

[That  invaluable  angler's  vade  mecum,  the 
"  Angler's  Diary,"  published  annually  at  the  Field 
Office,  price  Is.  6d.,  says  : — "  Caen  on  Orne. — 
Dace,  pike,  etc.  There  is  good  fishing  on  the  Orne 
a  few  n»iles  from  Caen.  There  are  trout  at  a  place 
called  Harcourt.  There  are  trout  streams  in  the 
neighbourhood  mostly  preserved  by  the  pro- 
prietors. In  the  Fosse  Anglaise  there  are  chub, 
tench,  and  pike.  Some  fishing  in  the  Oustregham 
Canal." — Ed.] 

TAPE-WORMS   IN  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  experience  may  be  of 
interest  to  your  readers.  A  few  weeks  ago  I  was 
fishing  a  small  stream  which  runs  into  the  Carr  Mill 
Lake,  near  St.  Helens.  The  brook  was  very  highly 
coloured,  due  to  sand-washing  which  was  going  on 
higher  tip  stream.  During  the  day  I  landed  several 
small  roach,  some  of  which,  from  their  appearance, 
seemed  to  be  abnormally  heavy  in  spawn,  while 
others,  on  the  contrary,  were  lean,  lank,  and  hungry- 
looking.  One  of  these  roach,  more  distended  than 
any  I  had  taken,  chanced  to  swallow  my  worm,  and 
I  was  compelled  to  kill  it  to  release  my  hook. 
Urged  by  curiosity  I  opened  the  fish  to  ascertain  the 
state  of  the  ova,  but  was  astonished  to  find  that  the 
bigger  part  of  the  abdominal  cavity  was  occupied 
by  a  large  worm,  which  to  me  seemed  to  be  of  the 
tape-worm  class.  The  worm,  which  was  a  pearly- 
white,  was  alive,  and  I  had  considerable  difficulty 
in  freeing  it  from  the  intestines  through  which  it 
was  entwined,  and  which  were  so  thin  as  to  be 
almost  invisible.  Although  the  roach  was  only  a 
trifle  over  3in.  long  the  worm  measured  12iin. 
from  tip  to  tip.  It  was  ^in.  wide  in  the  middle, 
was  pointed  at  both  ends,  and  had  no  head  dis- 
tinguishable. Subsequently,  I  opened  four  other 
fish  which  I  suspected,  and,  as  a  result,  I  secured 
twelve  specimens  of  this  particular  intestinal  worm, 
some  of  them  not  more  than  an  inch  long,  but  none 
larger  than  the  one  already  described.  One  roach, 
not  3in.  in  length,  had  seven  "  inmates." 

Are  these  worms  of  general  occurrence  in  roach  ? 
During  my  angling  days,  now  extending  over  twenty 
years,  I  have  never  encountered  fish  similarly  in- 
fested, and  I  may  say  I  have  opened  "  a  few  " 
roach  in  that  time.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
if  these  worms  are  of  a  class  which  infest  the  human 
body.  I  have  searched  among  one  or  two  medical 
works,  but  have  failed  to  discover  any  accoimt  of  a 
worm  in  any  way  resembling  these  in  question.  On 
mentioning  the  matter  to  a  brother  angler  here,  and 
showng  him  the  worms,  he  informed  me  he  had 


seen  something  similar  in  a  boat  on  one  of  the 
meres  in  Cheshire.  Possibly  it  is  a  peculiarity  of 
roach  which  inhabit  large  sheets  of  still  water,  as 
the  fish  from  which  I  obtained  these  specimens  had 
a  clear  run  up  from  the  Carr  Mill  Lake. — Yours  truly, 

Widnes,  Lancashire.        Francis  C.  Hudson. 

[Fish,  like  other  animals,  including  man,  are 
subject  to  the  inconvenience  of  having  these  objec- 
tionable tenants,  who  pay  no  rent  and  live  on  their 
landlord's  juices.  Some  English  authorities  say 
the  tape-worm  found  in  fish  occasionally  (in  some 
districts  they  are,  unfortunately,  very  common) 
cannot  be  transferred  to  the  human  body.  On  the 
other  hand,  some  eminent  German  authorities  laugh 
at  this  theory,  and  point  to  certain  districts  in 
Finland  and  Germany  where  fish  is  eaten  and  where 
tape-worm  is  a  common  complaint.  Of  course, 
eating  fish  which  has  not  been  cooked,  but  only 
smoked  or  dried  or  kippered,  is  common  on  the 
Continent.  My  advice  is  to  have  all  fish  thoroughly 
well  cooked.— Ed.] 


FISH  BOXES. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  time  ago  I  had  need  of  such 
light  articles  as  could  be  used  to  send  one  or  more 
fish,  usually  trout,  by  post,  and  applied  to  Messrs. 
Perry's  factory  through  their  trunk  and  port- 
manteau establishment,  well  known  in  Grafton- 
street,  Dublin,  giving  full  particulars  as  to  what  I 
wanted.  They  were  supplied  at  a  very  low  cost,  and 
gave  every  satisfaction.  I  had  them  made  of  thin 
machine-sawn  deal,  like  that  of  "  butter-boxes,"  and 
pierced  with  bit-and-brace  holes  like  "  grouse 
boxes  "  for  ventilation. 

I  made  measurements  of  a  number  of  fish,  such  as 
one  would  care  to  send  to  friends,  and  from  these 
obtained  a  set  of  sizes  which  nested  within  each 
other  for  carriage,  including  cases  for  fish  from  lilb. 
to  5lb.  or  lOlb.,  most  of  which  could  be  sent  easily 
by  post  or  rail.  The  ends  were  thicker  than  the 
sides,  and  the  lids  had  a  little  batten  at  each  end 
which  fitted  within  the  box  and  prevented  slipping. 
A  couple  of  tacks  or  small  wire  nails  at  each  end 
closed  the  box.  I  used  to  pack  the  fish  in  dry 
pulled  straw  or  flag-iris  leaves,  and  secured  all  by  a 
tying  of  twine  round  the  middle  of  the  case  carrying 
a  fly-label,  when  a  Salter's  spring  parcel-post 
balance  gave  the  weight  and  postage  in  figures.  Fish 
travelled  qviite  safely  in  these  from  the  West  over 
Ireland  and  to  London  or  other  parts  of  England, 
even  without  Glacialine  or  other  preservative. 
Perhaps  Messrs.  Perry  have  the  sizes  still. 

In  parts  of  Ireland  where  May  Fly  fishing  is  pre- 
valent fusiform  baskets  of  rough  wicker  work  could 
sometimes  be  obtained  for  the  same  purpose,  with  a 
slit  or  opening  from  end  to  end  which  could  be  sewn 
up  with  twine  and  packing-needle.  The  ventilation 
might  be  superior,  but  they  would  not  nest,  could  not 
be  always  got,  and  were  much  less  convenient  to 
carry  or  use.  The  very  thin  wood  was  a  much 
better  protection  than  cardboard  would  have  been. 
I  have  often  wondered  that  such  cheap  and  useful 
articles  as  I  have  described  never  seem  to  have 
found  their  way  into  the  catalogues  of  fishing-tackle 
makers. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

NO  ROACH  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you,  or  any  of  your  numerous 
readers,  inform  me  if  it  is  a  fact  that  there  are  no 
roach  in  Ireland  ?  Last  August,  while  fishing  a  lake 
in  the  county  Kildare,  I  killed  a  fish  weighing  l^-lb., 
and  concluded  it  was  a  roach,  and  wishing  it  pre- 
served, sent  it  to  a  Dublin  naturalist,  and  he  states 
it  to  be  a  rudd,  as  there  are  no  roach  in  Ireland  ! 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

W.  N.  C. 

[Although  rudd  are  often  called  roach  in  Ireland, 
I  believe  that  there  are  no  roach  there. — Ed.] 


FISHING  WITH  A  MIRROR. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  give  me  anj'  information 
about  the  French  method  of  catching  fish  with  the 
aid  of  a  small  mirror  ?  Do  you  think  it  would  be  any 
good  in  these  northern'streams  ?  An  illustration  of 
same  will  be  esteemed. — Yours  truly,       G.  R. 

Skipton. 

[I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  It  does  nob 
sound  much  like  sport. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  ARRAN. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "  Liverpudlian "  sends  us  the 
name  of  the  particular  district  in  Arran  which  he 
intends  visiting  in  June,  we -shall  be  very  glad  to 
give  liim  all  the  information  we  can  of  the  fishing 
likely  to  be  had  there. — Yours  truly, 

27,  Wellington-street,  Wm.  Robertson. 

Glasgow. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES, 

[For  List  of  Contentai  see  page  305.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  pul)lished  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son  s  Railway  Book- 
stalJs,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealei-s  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Coramumcations  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
lackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Keview,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  E  B.  Maksto.v,  Editor  of  the  FisHiNo  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Con-espondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
"'^^s  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  limited,  the  Pub- 
lishei-s,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

J  or  One  \  ear,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  

Si.\  Mouths  ditto  'ditto 
Three  Months     ditto  ditto 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 
subscription,  including  postage   

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page   t-r  i 

Half  Page   Z      Z      Z.      "'     \  15 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2 

Half  Colmnn  or  Eighth  Page    1   5  U 

Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column'  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Aivtrtisemtnts  mmt  arrive  not  later  than  Utx>  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager  " 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
acldresseil  to  the  AdvertisemExNT  Manaqek,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  BIVSAM,  London. 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORi 


Colour  op  Flesh  of  Teotjt.] 

The  Rev.  C;  Hevit,  Hon.  Oiaplain  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  kindly  sends  me  this  note  : — 

"April  28,  1903. 

"  My  DEAR  Mahston,— If  my  short  letter  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  is  the  cause  of  the  experiments 
which  Dr.  Ward  is  making  I  shall  be  quite  proud. 
I  hardly  think  that  the  experiments  with  the 
gastric  juices  of  a  pig  can  be  a  final  solution  of 
the  question,  but  I  look  forward  anxiously  to  the 
results  of  experiments  with  the  '  gastric  secretion 
extracts  of  various  fish.' 

"  I  have  no  scientific  knowledge  of  the  effect  of 
pigments  introduced  iato  the  stomachs  of  animals 
or  fish,  or  of  vascularity  of  the  flesh. 

"  If  a  pig  were  to  eat  crustaceans  would  his  flesh 
become  red  ? 

"  A  grayhng  eats  more  crustaceans  than  a  trout. 
_  At  least  I  think  so,  for  I  watched  one  last  autumn 
from  one  of  our  fishing  huts  turning  over  the  little 
stones  at  the  bottom  of  a  shallow  stream  and 
routing  out  and  eating  what  I  took  to  be  little 
fresh-water  shrimps.  A  trout  of  about  a  pound 
weight  lay  in  the  stream,  and  never  seemed  to  me 
to  touch  the  shrimps.  I  watched  them  for  several 
days.  Now  I  never  saw  a  grayling  with  any  tinge 
of  red  in  his  flesh. 

"I  know  that  trout  do  eiit  crustaceans  freely, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  sole  cause  of  the  red 
colour  in  their  flesh. 

"  It  seems  to  me  that  abundance  and  variety  of 
food  brmgs  them  into  the  highest  condition,  and 
that  they  then  take  on  the  red  colour  of  the  flesh 
because  it  is  their  nature  to. 

_  ••  Some  years  ago  I  used  to  fish  a  charming  brook 
in  Somersetshire.  There  were  plenty  of  fresh-water 
shrimps  in  it.  There  was  also  a  most  abundant 
rise  of  May  Fly.  Up  till  the  last  week  in  May  there 
was  no  sign  of  pink  m  the  flesh  of  the  trout,  but  by 
the  end  of  the  second  week  in  June  some  of  them 
were  distmctly  red  fleshed.  The  fresh- water  shrimps 
were  with  them  all  the  year  round,  the  May  Fly  for 
a  month.  So  I  came  to  the  conclusion  in  the  case 
of  those  particular  trout  it  was :  Crustaceans  -f 
May  Flies  +  abundance  of  other  food  =  well-oon- 
ditioned,  red-fleshed  trout.  :i  C.  Hevit  'J 


Trout  Fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
Mr.  E.  V.  Corrie,  of  the  Itchen  Trout  Breeduig 
Establishment,  who  has  taken  a  rod  on  the  Caris- 
brooke  Association's  trout  water,  writes  to  me  as 
follows : — 

"My  dear  Marston,— Li  reply  to  yours  of  April 
^5,  I  and  my  daughter  had  a  charming  three 
days-  fishmg  at  Carisbrooke,  Isle  of  Wight,  last 
week.  The  water  appears  well  stocked,  and  the 
trout  rise  capitally.  As  trout  fishing  goes  nowa- 
days, I  call  the  Carisbrooke  Association's  water  well 
worth  taking  a  ticket  on.  Mr.  Percy  Wadham's 
contrivances  for  trout  breeding  do  him  much 
credit,  and  his  courtesy  and  attention  to  visitors 
beyond  praise. —Yours  sincerely, 

''E.  Valentine  Corrie." 
I  am  very  glad  to  hear  such  a  good  judge  as 
Mr.  Corrie  speak  so  well  of  it. 


An  American  Steel  Bait-Casting  Rod. 
In  the  last  number  of  Rod  and  Gun  in  Canada  I 
fand  this  illustrated  notice  of  ai^  American  steel 
rod  and  the  peculiar  rings  and  "  tip '!  used  with  it 


J 


The  Kalamazoo  Bait-Casting  Rod. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  double  ring,  or  guide,  is  an 
excellent  one  in  some  respects.  Rod  and  Gun  in 
Canada  says: — • 

Three  specialties  now  being  brought  to  the 
notice  of  fishermen  by  the  Horton  Manufacturing 


Co.,  of  Bristol,  Conn^  makers  of  the  celebrated 
Bristol  steel  fishing  rods,  are  the  Kalamazoo  bait- 
castmg  rod  with  short  handle,  patent  detachable 
finger  hook,  large  polished  German  silver  two-ring 
guides,  and  soUd  agate  top  with  extra  large 
openmg.  The  reel  seat  is  arranged  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  reel  is  brought  close  to  the  grip, 
and  with  the  aid  of  the  '  finger  hook '  the  fisherman 
is  enabled  to  thumb  the  reel  without  feeUng  the 
strain.  Owing  to  the  large  guides  and  top,  even  a 
novice  can  cast  100ft.  after  a  few  minutes'  practice. 
The  rod  is  made  in  three  lengths— 5ft. ,  ^it,  and 
6ft.,  and  weighs  from  8oz.  to  S.loz.  It  is  essentially 
good  value  at  $7. 10,'i 


Derwent  Water. 
I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  see  from  the  letter  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  this  week  that  an  influential 
committee  has  been  formed  to  do  their  best  to 
make  Derwent  Water  "  one  of  the  finest  lakes  for 
trout  fishing  in  Great  Britain.'^  There  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  if  there  is  plenty  of  natural 
food — that  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  success  in 
these  stocking  experiments. 


Altnacealg.vch  Hotel,  Sutherlandshire. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  John  McDonald,  of  the 
Altnacealgach  Hotel,  that  although  last  season  was 
a  cold  one,  and  there  were  fewer  visitors  owing  to 
that  and  the  Coronation,  the  average  catch  was 
good.  The  following  table  shows  the  takes  for  each 
month  : — 


Abstract  No.  1. 


1902. 
May  yielded  in  all 
June     ,,  , 

August  ,,  ,, 
September  ,, 

Total  „ 


Ferox. 
No.  Lb. 


Troct. 


101- 
2 

26i 


No. 
934 
3,140 
2,332 
4,678 
2,849 


Lb. 

309 
1,165 

753 
l,367i 

943i 


12    38|-  13,933  4,.538i 

Absteact  No.  2. 

No.  of  Trout.  Lb. 

Loch  Urigill  yielded  .„        „  5,356  1,622^ 

Loch  Cama        „      „.        .„  4,317  1,494 J 

Loch  Boarlan     „       .,.        ...  2,013  664 

Loch  Veyatie     „       „        „  1,580  5974- 

Other  Waters     „      „        „  667  160" 


Total  for  season  . .  _  13,933  4,538i- 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  trout  average  a  little  over 
three  to  the  pound.-  Every  season  over  two  tons  of 
trout  are  killed  by  visitors  to  this  lovely  district. 

Nails  for  Wading  Boots  and  Brogues. 
By  permission  of  Messrs.  Longmans,  the  pubhshers 
of  the  excellent  work  on  Mountaineering '-  in  the 
Badminton  Library,  I  am  able  to  give  a  copy  of 
the  method  recommended  by  the  Alpine  Club  as 
the  best  for  putting  nails  in  climbing  boots.  The 
mountaineer  has  continually  to  trust  to  his  foot 
not  sUpping — it  is  hterally  a  matter  of  hfe  or 
death  to  him — and  inasmuch  as  the  best  Alpine 


experts  consider  the  arrangement  of  nails  as  shown 
in  the  illustration  as  the  beet,  I  should  hke  to  have 
the  opinions  of  salmon  and  trout  anglers  who  wade 
in  rocky  streams  as  to  whether  they  think  the 
Alpine  method  might  not  with  advantage  be 
adopted  for  the  wading  boot  and  brogue.  A 
most  important  point  is  that  the  nails  should  be  of 
iron,  not  steel,  and  wrought,  not  cast.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  nails  are  of  a  peculiar  shape,  like  a 
coal-heaver's  hat,  and  are  intended  to  clamp  round 
the  edge  of  the  sole.  The  writer  in  the  work 
referred  to  above  says  that  shod  in  boots  with 
nails  as  described  you  are  safe  against  slipping  on 

in 
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rocks  and  ice,  wet; or  dry,  even  on  rock  with  frozen 
surface. 

Remembering  some  nasty  falls  when  salmon 
fishing  through  the  brogues  slipping  suddenly  on 
rock,  I  think  it  is  well  worth  while  to  see  if  the 
wrought  iron  nails  of  the  Alpine  climber  will  not 
answer  much  better  than  the  ordinary  nails  or 
steel  screws  used  in  our  fishing  brogues.  Of  course, 
as  we  have  to  provide  agamst  perforating  the 
wader,  and  leather  gets  soft  in  wading,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  clamp  the  nails  on  the  outer  sole 
before  the  latter  is  put  on  the  boot — at  least,  it 
would  be  safer.  R.  B,  Marston. 


Cost  what  it  may,  I  must  out  with  it — that  is, 
assuming  that  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
permit  me  once  again  to  act  so  indiscreetly.  Well, 
what  is  it  ?  It  is  no  less  than  a  spring  salmon 
fishing  absolutely  free,  and  within  a  day's  march, 
by  rail,  of  London  town.  Where  is  the  wee  bit  river 
Lyon  now  ?  Yes,  absolutely  free  is  my  newly-dis- 
covered fishing. 

I  am  so  far  fortunate  that  I  need  not  consider  the 
feelings  of  the  friend  who  first  took  me  there  to  fish, 
since  he  has,  of  his  own  accord,  materially  assisted 
me  with  many  of  the  figures  necessary  for  this 
paper.    "  Look  here,  Geen,  you  have  introduced 


View  of  Loch  Ness< 

{Bi)  permission  from  a  photo  by  Mr.  J.  Valentine,  of  Duniee.) 


SPRING  SALMON  FISHING. 
By  Philip  Geen. 


Under  this  heading  in  the  February  and  March 
numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  year  I  wrote 
my  experiences  of  spinning  from  the  banks  of  the 
river  Lyon. 

In  the  enjoyment  of  telHng  of  my  numerous 
pleasurable  and  exciting  experiences  I  quite  let 
myself  go  without  a  thought  as  to  the  baleful  con- 
sequences which  might  ensue.  I  travelled  from 
pool  to  pool  and  wrote  of  them  as  I  knew  them, 
quite  unmindful  of  the  few  fishers,  myself  amongst 
the  number,  who  would  be  inconvenienced  by  the 
widespread  publicity  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  give 
to  our  happy  hunting  ground.  Old  friends,  who 
roamed  and  fished  with  me  there  at  their  own  sweet 
will,  have  now  to  draw  lots  for  directions  to  guide 
them,  and,  strange  to  say,  are  not  pleased  at  the 
change,  but  are  put  out,  and  threaten  me  with  dire 
pains  and  penalties  if  I  write  another  word  thereon. 
Moreover,  I  am  dubbed  "  a  blabbing  fool."  I 
suppose  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  got  a  few 
days  this  spring  on  the  right  pools,  and  managed  to 
catch  six  large  fish  in  my  eight  days,  and  then 
"  good-bye  "  to  this  river  for  the  present.  IN'ow,  were 
I  wise,  I  should  no  doubt  confine  myself  to  reading 
and  profiting  by  the  indiscretions  of  those  who,  like 
myself,  are  ardent  fishers,  and  sometimes  spend  a 
pleasant  hour  or  two  in  thinking  over  and  writing 
of  their  successes,  and  who  in  the  end  have  been,  or 
will  be,  complimented  and  christened  as  I  have  been. 

Unfortunately,  as  my  fishing  friends  know  only 
too  well,  I  am  totally  unable  to  keep  secret  any 
discoveries  I  or  they  may  make  in  connection  with 
the  possibihty  of  capturing  spring  salmon  at  any- 
thing below  a  ruinous  price.  I  am  growing  old,  and 
I  suppose  that  is  allowed  to  account  for  my  foohsh- 
ness.  My  friends  do  not  really  throw  me'  over,  or 
do  half  the  things  they  threaten  in  such  loud  tones  ; 
they  still  put  up  with  me  and  all  my  faults. 

How  many  am  I  about  to  ofiend  just  a  little  in 
letting  all  and  sundry  know  of  my  latest  discovery  ? 


me  to  more  than  one  good  thing.  Will  you,  for 
once,  permit  me  to  pioneer,  and  will  you  promise  to 
be  as  patient  with  me,  if  it  is  not  a  success,  as  I 
have  been  with  you  during  some  of  your  terrible 
frosts  ?  "  My  reply  to  tliis  query  ended  in  our 
meeting  a  few  days  after  at  Euston  for  a  night 
journey  via  the  West  Coast  route  to  Inverness.  He, 
mindful  of  his  new  rcle,  visited  me  in  my  berth 
soon  after  the  train  had  started,  and  insisted  on 
inspecting  my  tackle-cases,  fearing,  as  he  said,  that 
he  might  find  it  necessary  to  supplement  what  I 
had  with  some  of  his,  so  that  our  chances  of  success 


might  be  equal.  My  box  of  Geen-swivelled  phan- 
toms met  with  his  approval  at  first  sight,  but  on 
closer  inspection  he  found  it  necessary  to  fetch  his 
and  make  sundry  exchanges,  by  which  I  got  repre- 
sentations of  several  fish  quite  unknown  to  me, 
which  he  considered  much  more  deadly  than  my 
No.  7  parrs,  with  their  silver  belUes,  slate  sides,  and 
delicate  green  bars.  My  chars,  too,  shaded  from 
the  most  deUcate  pink  to  the  brightest  red,  with 
vermihon  and  black  spots  of  varying  sizes  dotted 
here  and  there,  were,  to  his  mind,  quite  out  of  date 
when  compared  with  some  of  his  new  ideas,  self 
painted,  which  he  fairly  lavished  on  me. 

To  grow  old  and  fail  to  keep  pace  with  the  times 
in  matters  piscatorial  is  really  a  small  matter,  pro- 
vided you  have  a  friend  who  will  volunteer  to  read 
you  up.  In  my  aged  innocence  I  thought  my  fine 
dark  blue  silk  harUng  Unes  perfection,  but  it  is  not 
so  :  rather  thick,  light  brown  lines  are,  it  seems, 
much  better  ;  and  both  my  blues  would  have  gone 
in  exchange  had  I  not  protested  that  the  advantage 
would  have  been  all  mine  had  he  given  me  both  of 
his  browns  for  my  blues.  Winches  that  run  silently 
out  when  the  check  is  off  struck  liis  fancy,  but  he 
was  not  quite  sure  they  were  as  good  as  his  that 
required  pulUng  at  with  a  vigorous  stroke,  and 
which  gave  back  a  responding  squeal.  However, 
he  would  try  one,  and  after  a  few  days'  fishing  we 
could  compare  notes.  Geen's  leads  and  wire  traces 
he  knew  something  of,  but  unfortunately  had  none 
with  him.  This  being  satisfactorily  adjusted,  I 
suggested  bed,  whereupon  he  very  kindly  offered 
the  opinion  that  I  was  now  very  fairly  equipped.  Of 
course  I  thanked  him  from  my  heart  when  saying 
good -night,  or,  rather,  good-morning — we  were 
travelling  by  the  1L50  p.m.  express. 

To  leave  dull,  enervating  London,  as  it  is  in  the 
early  new  year,  for  the  exhilarating  rush  of  a  L.  and 
N.  W.  R.  train  as  it  speeds  to  the  North  and  the  fish- 
ings is  a  tonic  to  me  that  is  worth  many  times  its 
cost.  I  am  soon  asleep,  and  intermingled  with 
dreams  of  running  waters  and  leaping  fish  are  half- 
conscious  moments,  made  at  last  wholly  conscious 
by  caUings  of  my  name  by  my  friend,  which  I  cannot 
at  first  imagine  are  for  anj^thing  but  the  gaft',  but 
which- turn  out  to  be  a  request  for  me  to  look  out 
and  see  the  red  deer. 

I  find  we  are  at  the  highest  point  traversed  by 
the  Highland  Railway  between  Perth  and  Inver- 
ness. Snow  has  lain  thick  here  for  some  months, 
notwithstanding  the  south  winds,  and  is  quite  deep 
on  the  higher  hills,  and  in  consequence  the  hungry 
deer  are  searching  for  the  grass  where  the  snow  is 
thinnest,  quite  unheedful  of  the  train.  The  deer 
absorbed  sight  and  thought  for  a  moment,  and  then 
the  grandeur  of  the  scene  broke  the  spell,  and  we 
were  confronted  with  the  wonderful  effects  that 
may  come  from  hills  and  glens  together  with  snow 
and  sunshine.  The  larch  plantings  are  rich  brown 
fur  rugs  with  silvery  hairs  intermingled  ;  the  fir 
woods  are  mantles  of  green  velvet  stamped  with 
irregular  patterns  of  white  ;  while  the  low-growing 


View  of  River  Ness  at  Inverness. 

(^By  permission  from  a  photo  by  Mr.  D.  Whyte,  of  Inverness.) 
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scrubby  birch  is  everjnvhere  in  patches  showing  up 
every  possible  shade  of  mystic  grey. 

The  fresh,  sweet  air,  fragrant  with  a  mellow  blend 
of  larch  and  heather,  that  rushes  in  at  the  opened 
window  is  a  fitting  greeting— a  joyful,  passionate 
welcome,  if  ever  grand  Nature  does  welcome  "  vile  ' 
man  to  her  glorious  scenes. 

What  though  the  spicy  breezes 
Blow  soft  o'er  Ceylon's  isle. 

Though  every  prospect  pleases 
And  only  man  is  vile. 

The  crisp  morning  air,  the  lovely  outlook,  the  speed 
of  the  train  in  its  downward  course  to  sea-level  at 
_  Inverness  are  rare  appetisers,  and  the  breakfast 
that  awaited  us  at  the  Highland  Railway  Hotel 
received  more  attention  than  we  can  usually  bestow 
on  such  early  meals  ■ 

My  friend  was  in  grand  form— he  always  is— and 
made  the  most  of  the  time  we  had  to  spare  before 
going  on  board  the  steamer  that  was  to  take  us  to 
Foyers  Hotel,  just  half-way  up  Loch  Ness.  We 
%isited  the  netting  station,  where  we  had  the  selfish 
pleasure  of  finding  the  river  too  high  for  the  success 
of  the  netsmen  in  their  efforts  to  take  toll  of  the 
passing  fish.  We  saw  the  nets  cast  several  times, 
but  without  result,  and  our  hopes  of  sport  were 
raised  accordingly. 

And  now  the  secret  is  out.  "  Newly  discovered  " 
will  rile  some  when  they  learn  that  the  fishing  is 
situated  in  the  Caledonian  Canal,  and  that  it  is 
called  Loch  Ness. 

I  wonder  what  the  old  stagers,  who  have  done 
their  profitable  week  or  two  on  the  loch  every  year, 
either  from  Foyers  or  from  Glen  Urquhart,  from 
Glen  Moriston  or  from  Fort  Augustus— I  wonder 
what  they  will,  on  the  strict  q.t.,  christen  me  for 
multiplying  the  fishers  on  their  favourite  loch,  as  I 
shall  assuredly  do  when  I  tell  my  plain  tale  in  my 
very  plain  way,  bordered  here  and  there  with  facts 
and  figures  which  will  justify  the  prediction  which 
I  here  give  boldly  out—"  Loch  Ness  is  to  be  as  Loch 
Tay  was."' 

Loch  Ness  is  one  of  a  series  of  lochs  that  extend 
south-westward  across  Scotland,  from  the  Moray 
Firth  towards  the  Sound  of  Mull.  From  the 
steamer  a  view  is  obtained  of  Inverness  which 
cannot  fail  to  impress  and  excite  admiration.  The 
castle  stands  out  boldly,  with  the  massive  moun- 
tains of  Strathdearn  and  Strathnaim  in  the  back- 
ground. On  the  left  is  the  beautifully-wooded 
valley  of  the  Ness,  with  its  lovely  river  now  quite 
full  of  fresh  running  fish.  How  full  it  is  at  times 
may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  four  and  a  half 
tons  of  salmon  were  four  years  since  taken  in  two 
days  from  one  of  its  pools. 

The  boat  starts  during  the  winter  months  at 
3  p.m.,  and  traverses  the  six  miles  of  canal  in  the 
most  leisurely  manner,  but  puts  on  considerable 
speed  after  entering  the  deep  trough  of  the  great 
glen  occupied  by  Loch  Ness.  The  high,  prettily- 
wooded  hills  rise  abruptly  on  both  sides  for  the 
whole  of  the  24  miles  the  loch  extends,  excepting 
only  where  the  rivers  Farigaig  and  Foyers  enter 
the  loch  on  the  south  side,  and  where  Glen 
Urquhart  and  Glen  Moriston  make  breaks  on  the 
north. 

The  lovers  of  what  is  beautiful  and  grand  could 
spend  an  enjoyable  time  in  Glen  Urquhart  and  Glen 
Moriston,  and  at  Foyers,  with  its  famed  Falls,  one 
of  which  is  a  river  narrowed  to  a  spout,  and  then 
faUing  ninety  feet  into  a  beautifully-wooded  glen 
that  forms  a  framework  worthy  of  the  picture. 

Our  destination  is  Foyers,  and  as  the  steamer 
draws  near  the  pier  the  hotel  may  be  seen  high  up 
on  the  tree-clad  mountain  side.  On  the  pier  is  the 
host,  Mr.  Sam  Tilston,  whom  I  knew  some  twenty- 
five  or  more  years  ago  at  another  fishing  not  far 
from  Glen  Lyon. 

Loch  Ness  is,  I  believe,  the  deepest  loch  in  Scot- 
land, and  consequently  its  water  never  approaches 
even  during  the  most  intense  frosts  anything  hke 
the  freezing  point.  In  the  year  1807,  when  the 
thermometer  at  Inverness  was  40  degrees  below 
freezing  point,  it  made  no  impression  upon  the 
loch  or  river. 

Mr 


take  from  December  to  September.  Is  it  not 
extraordinary  that  notwithstanding  this  evidence, 
evidence  borne  out  by  the  records  of  the  fish  taken 
during  the  nine  years  just  prior  to  the  inquiry, 
the  river  and  loch  should  have  been  closed  to  rods 
until  such  a  late  period  as  the  14th  day  of  February, 
by  which  time,  as  I  can  personally  vouch,  the 
heavy  fish  that  run  up  in  December  are  much 
deteriorated  both  in  quantity  and  quahty  ? 

(To  be  continued.) 
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By  Augustus  Geimblb, 
Author  of  '.i  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etoj 

CHAPTER  VII.— continued. 
Loch  and  River  Shiel  of  Loch  Duich  are  not  to 
be  confused  with  their  namesakes  on  the  borders 
of  Argyll  and  Inverness.    The  Shiel,  now  under 
discussion,  falls  into  the  head  of  Loch  Duich,  a 
long,  narrow  salt-water  loch,  an  offshoot  of  Loch 
Alsh.    It  is  the  most  southern  of  the  Ross-shire 
streams,  with  its  course  running  close  to  the  Inver 
ness  march,  and  belongs  entirely  to  Mr.  Baillie,  of 
Dochfour.    On  the  left  bank  near  the  river  mouth 
is  Shiel  Hotel,  not  a  very  easy  house  to  reach,  the 
best  route  being  by  steamer  to  Glenelg  and  a  hilly 
drive  of  ten  miles.    The  anghng  goes  with  the  hotel, 
an  old-fashioned  one,  but  thoroughly  clean  and 
comfortable,  and  capable  of  putting  up  eight  or 
perhaps  ten  people,  while  the  coffee-room  is  the  only 
Uving  room.    Anghng  is  free,  but  unless  fish  are 
plentiful,  those  that  are  caught  are  expected  to  be 
presented  to  the  commissariat  department  of  the 
hotel.    The  scenery  is  wild  to  a  degree,  for  on  the 
ight  bank  the  hills  of  the  Five  Sisters  rise  nearly 
sheer  from  the  river,  each  of  them  being  upwards 
of  3000ft.  high 

Though  the  river  has  a  total  run  of  ten  miles,  the 
best  anghng  is  confined  to  the  lowest  one,  in  which 
there  are  four  good  pools.  The  Bridge  Pool  is  nearest 
to  the  sea  and  fishes  from  the  right  bank — a  fine- 
looking  catch  for  the  size  of  the  river,  as  it  is  broad 
and  deep  and  always  holds  more  fish  than  any  of 
the  others,  albeit  its  occupants  are  not  free  risers 
Above  this  is  the  Half  Pool,  fished  from  the  left 
bank,  while  a  little  way  above  the  river  is  joined 
by  a  big  burn,  up  which  sea-trout  run  freely,  and 
here  with  a  worm  they  are  taken  in  good  numbers, 
and  up  to  41b.  in  weight.    Above  this  small  tribu 
tary  comes  the  Captain's  Pool,  a  long,  streamy 
piece  of  water  best  worked  from  the  right  bank. 
A  httle  above  this  the  river  expands  into  Loch 
Shiel,  a  smaU  and  very  weedy  sheet  of  water  about 
a  mile  in  circumference  ;  immediately  below,  where 
it  flows  from  the  loch  through  swampy  ground,  is  a 
black,  oily  gUding  stream  appropriately  called  the 
Inkpot,  a  nearly  sure  cast  in  high  water,  or  when 
the  surface  is  ruffled  by  a  brisk  breeze,  and  this 
one  pool  often  accounts  for  half  the  fish  killed  in 
the  season  ;  it  is,  however,  only  a  few  yards  long, 
and  when  a  fish  is  hooked,  "  hold  on  "  must  be  the 
order  for  the  day,  for  it  is  not  safe  to  let  it  go  up  or 
do\vn.    Below  the  Inkpot!  proper  there  are  several 
more  short  casts  of  the  same  sort.    It  will  be  seen 
from  the  foregoing  that  the  upper  half  mile  of  the 
Shiel  is  full  of  reeds  and  marshy  banks,  while  the 
lower  half  is  rough  and  rocTcy.    There  is  a  boat  on 
Loch  Shiel,  where  at  times  sea-trout  rise  well,  though 
salmon,  which  are  seen  splashing  freely,  rarely  lay 
hold.    For  three  or  four  miles  above  the  loch  the 
river  is  a  series  of  slow-rimning  deeps  connected  by 
shallows,  with  no  well-defined  pools.    As  the  water 
is  very  clear  and  still,  a  breeze  is  essential,  and  on 
such  occasions,  even  though  there  has  been  no  recent 
rainfall,  there  is  always  a  good  chance  of  sport.  At 
the  top  of  this  reach  of  dull  water,  rocky  pools 
again  begin,  but  are  seldom  fished,  for  report  has 
it  that  these  upper  waters  are  incessantly  poached. 


The  favourite  flies  are  the  Doctors,  Jock  Scott, 
Thunder  and  Lightning,  Silver  Grey,  Farlow's 
Black  Prince,  and  (he  unnamed  one  already  alluded 
to  when  dealing  witli  the  Glenelg. 

The  Blackwater  and  the  Conon  portions  of  these 
rivers  may  be  fished  from  the  Spa  Hotel  at  Strath - 
peffer.  The  first-named  joins  the  Conon  on  the  left 
bank  some  ten  miles  below  the  big  falls,  while  from 
its  exit  from  Loch  Garve  to  the  picturesque  and 
tourist-haunted  Falls  of  Rogie  is  about  three  miles, 
in  which  distance  there  are  seven  pools  free  to 
visitors  at  the  Spa  Hotel,  and  though  below  these 
falls  there  is  usually  very  good  anghng  in  March 
and  April — which,  by  the  way,  is  strictly  preserved 
SEA-TROUT  I  — ^^^^  much  before  the  end  of_June, 
when  if  there  has  been  plenty  of  rain  the*  hotel 
section  becomes  fairly  well  stocked,  though  not  so 
plentifully  as  it  would  bo  if  the  chfficulties  of  the 
ascent  were  lessened  by  a  shght  judicious  blasting, 
which  could  be  done  without  in  any  way  spoiUng 
the  beauty  or  the  appearance  of  the  falls,  and  I 
beheve  without  injury  to  the  anglings  below  them. 

The  Conon  rises  from  Loch  Sherlet  on  the  wesf 
coast  of  Ross-shire,  not  very  far  from  the  head  of 
I-och  Maree,  and  flows  through  Loch  Rosque  into 
Loch  Luichart  (which  hkewise  receives  the  overflow 
of  the  large  Loch  Fannich),  a  fine  piece  of  water 
eight  miles  long  by  one  broad,  in  which  there  are, 
unfortunately,  large  numbers  of  pike.  A  little  below 
its  exit  the  Conon  plunges  over  two  sharp  falls, 
the  lowest  of  which  being  nearly  30ft.  high  forms 
an  impassable  barrier.  The  lower  proprietors  fear 
that  the  laddering  of  this  obstacle  would  take  all 
the  fish  away  from  the  reaches  below,  and  that 
with  them  their  sport  or  their  rent  would  also 
vanish,  hence  nothing  has  ever  been  done 
beyond  discussing  the  matter,  though  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  if  passes  were  made,  that  then 
twenty  miles  of  river  with  the  lochs  of  Cullen, 
Rosque,  Ledgowan,  Achnalt,  and  Luichart,  with 
several  smaller  ones,  would  all  be  salmonised. 

The  Spa  Hotel  has  the  angling  of  one  bank  of  the 
Conon  for  several  miles  above  the  Blackwater 
junction,  in  which  there  are  eighteen  pools.    It  is 
let  en  bloc  for  April,  May,  and  June  at  £20  per  month. 
Hire  to  river  and  back  is  5s.  a  day  ;  gilUe,  with 
lunch,  is  also  5s.  a  day.    The  hotel  tariff  is  70s.  a 
week,  which  altogether  would  work  out  at  a  httle 
over  £50  a  month  for  one  rod.     But  with  eighteen 
pools  there  should  be  room  for  three  friencS,  and 
then,  if  shared  between  them,  the  expenditure  for 
each  may  be  estimated  at  a  pound  a  head  per 
day  to  include  every  expense,  which  does  not  seem 
much  out  of  the  way.    From  April  to  the  middle 
of  May  only  salmon  are  caught,  wliich  average  121b., 
after  that  the  grilse  begin  to  run.    There  are  always 
plenty  of  fish  to  be  seen,  though  at  times  they  are 
dour  and  sulky.    The  Conon  is  quite  an  early  river, 
and  lower  down,  on  the  Brahan  Castle  section,  fish 
are  always  got  on  the  opening  day,  Feb.  11.  Wading 
stockings  will  be  useful  for  the  hotel  water,  while 
a  16ft.  rod  will  cover  it,  and  I  believe  that  all  lures 
are  permitted.    Most  of  the  standard  flies  will  kill — 
medium  size — though  the  Doctors  and  Jock  Scott 
are  the  local  favourites.    I  certainly  regard  the 
Conon  as  a  very  improving  river,  for  the  whole  of 
the  proprietors  below  the  falls  unite  in  taking  a 
warm  interest  in  its  welfare,  and  between  them 
they  have  leased  the  Brahan  Castle  nets  and  cruives, 
and  by  opening  the  boxes  and  not  working  the 
nets  the  reputation  of  the  river  for  sport  has  been 
greatly  enhanced.    In  fact,  at  the  rent.  I  would  as 
soon  have  March  and  April  on  the  Brahan  Castle 
section  as  the  same  two  months  on  any  other  river 
in  Scotland.    A  line  to  the  factor  there  will  soon 
bring  all  particulars,  but  I  do  not  give  them,  as 
they  would  hardly  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
heading  of  these  chapters.    As  I  write  I  learn  that 
these  nets  and  cruives  are  now  working  again, 

CHAPTER  VIIL 
THE  CARRON  OF  THE  KYLE  OF 


TTT-,,.  I     Wading  stockings  are  useful,  though  not  abso- 

Mr.  U  ilham  Scope,  a  great  authority,  says  in  his  '  lutely  necessary.  Fish  average  81b.,  and  rarely 
Dajrs  and  Nights  of  Salmon  Fishing,"  that  "  the    exceed  161b.,  and  though  plenty  of  sea-trout  of  31b. 

to  41b.  can  be  seen,  very  few  of  these  weights  are 
caught,  as  they  do  not  rise  well,  and  the  average 
weight  is  under  a  pound.  I  One  or  two  fish  and  half 
a  dozen  sea-trout  would  be  a  good  day  when  the 
river  is  right,  although  occasionally  better  ones  have 
been  recorded;  Fish  come  with  the  first  July  flood, 
and  August  and  September  are  the  best  months. 


A  ess  is  the  forwardest  river  in  Scotland,"  and  Mr.. 
Alexander  Eraser,  in  his  evidence  before  a  Select. 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1825,  said 
the  Ness  was  always  privileged  earher  than  any 
other  river,  and  that  the  fish  taken  in  December  and 
January  were  far  more  valuable  and  constituted, 
more  than  one  half  of  the  weight  of  the  season',^ 


SUTHERLAND. 

Although  there  is  not  a  yard  of  open  water  on 
this  pretty  stream,  it  yet  so  often  happens  that  some 
of  the  proprietors  or  lessees  who  are  prevented  from 
fishing  in  the  spring  let  their  anglings  to  McLeod, 
the  genial  proprietor  of  the  Balnagowan  Arms  Hotel 
at  Bonar  Bridge,  who  in  turn  sublets  to  his  visitors, 
that  this  is  a  river  that  may  be  fairly  dealt  with 
under  the  heading  of  these  chapters.  A  Une  to 
McLeod  will  ehcit  every  information,  while  as  it  is 
impossible  to  say  which  beat  or  beats  may  fall  into 
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his  hands,  it  will,  perhaps,  be  best  to  describe  the 
whole  riv^er,  which,  rising  in  the  Forest  of  Inverlael, 
drains  122  square  miles  all  in  Ross-shire,  in  its  rapid 
rim  of  twenty  miles,  ere  it  falls  into  the  Kyle  of 
Sutherland  a  httle  to  the  west  of  Bonar  Bridge 
Station.  The  Blackwater  and  the  Calvie  are  the 
chief  tributaries,  the  former  flowing  in  on  the  north 
and  the  latter  on  the  south,  a  httle  below  Amat 
House,  It  is  a  quick  running  river  with  plenty  of 
pools  and  excellent  spawning  grounds,  but  it  is 
dependent  on  melting  snow  or  rain.  It  is  easily 
and  pleasantly  fished,'  for  the  paths  on  either  bank 
leading  from  pool  to  pool  are  well  made  and  well 
kept  up.  It  opens  for  nets  and  rods  on  Feb.  11. 
The  nets  come  off  on  Aug.  26  and  the  rods  cease 
on  Oct.  31.  The  best  months  for  salmon,  which 
average  81b.,  are  March  and  April,  while  for  grilse, 
average  51b.,  from  the  middle  of  June  to  end  of 
August.  Sea-trout  are  never  plentiful.  On  the 
lower  reaches  of  Invercharron  and  Gledfield  an 
18ft.  rod  can  be  used  in  the  early  part  of  the  season, 
though  one  of  16ft.  will  do  all  the  work  as  spring 
advances.  The  gaff  is  not  prohibited,  but  kelts 
are  expected  to  be  returned  uninjured. 

The  favourite  flies— and  they  are  the  only  lures 
used— are  Jock  Scott,  Childers,  and  Sir  Richard, 
dressed  on  hooks  from  2-0  to  the  very  smallest. 
Wading  trousers  would  be  wanted  if  this  river  were 
fished  in  the  usual  way  ;  but  here  it  is  understood 
between  the  opposite 'proprietors  that  the  anglers 
on  each  bank  shall  confine  their  operations  strictly 
to  the  pools  that  he  deepest  to  the  side  of  the  bank 
they  are  fishing — a  very  good  arrangement,  for  not 
only  does  it  do  away  with  the  fatigue  and  un- 
pleasantness of  waders,  but  it  also  effectually  puts 
a  stop  to  any  jealous  racing  for  pools.  By  this 
method  A,  who  we  will  suppose  has  the  left  bank, 
may  be  at  work  at  8  a.m.  if  he  chooses,  while  B, 
who  has  the  right  bank,  may  breakfast  at  nine, 
smoke  his  pipe,  and  answer  his  letters  at  leisure, 
and  then  start  for  the  river  in  the  happy 
certainty  that  the  pools  on  this  side  have  not 
already  been  fished  over  by  his  more  energetic 
neighbour. 

Starting  from  the  Kyle  the  two  miles  nearest  the 
sea  on  the  right  bank  belong  to  Sir  Kermeth 
Matheson,  of  Gledfield,  whose  keeper,  old  Lachlan 
Monro,  has  known  the  river  for  the  last  fifty  years, 
and  when  he  first  knew  it  it  was  easier  to  kill  five 
or  six  fish  a  day  than  to  catch  one  now.  Opposite 
to  Gledfield  the  first  mile  upwards  belongs  to 
Invercharron,  and  carries  with  it  the  right  of  netting 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  a  right  that  Mr.  A.  Little- 
john,  the  owner,  has  very  generously  not  exercised 
of  recent  years  in  order  to  secure  a  better  breeding 
stock  and  better  sport.  About  two  hundred  yards 
above  Carron  Bridge  on  the  left  bank  the  Inver- 
charron property  ends,  and  Sir  Charles  Ross's 
Braelangwell  section  begins  and  goes  up  for 
nearly  six  miles.  Above  Gledfield  on  the  right 
bank  the  Countess  of  Cromartie's  Dunie  reach 
begins  with  the  bum,  and  five  pools  above 
it.  This  is  rented  by  Mr.  Littlejohn,  who,  when 
he  lets  the  Invercharron  water,  includes  this  with 
it.  Above  this  and  still  on  the  right  bank  is  the 
Gruinard  water  of  some  four  miles  in  extent  and 
holding  seven  good  casts.  Then  on  the  left  bank, 
as  Braelangwell  ends,  the  Amat  water  comes  in, 
while  at  the  top  of  the  Gruinard  section  the  Glen 
Calvie  reach  follows.  After  a  heavy  spate  plenty 
of  fish  may  be  got  in  these  upper  reaches,  and  some 
tliirty  years  ago  a  Colonel  Long  had  a  day  of  twenty- 
two  fish  on  the  Amat  beat. 

The  Carron  has  neither  obstructions,  pollutions, 
or  disease,  and  is  one  of  the  four  rivers— the  Shin, 
Oykel,  and  Casseley  being  the  other  three — which 
should  be  greatly  improved  by  the  fact  of  the  Bonar 
Bridge  nets  being  in  the  hands  of  a  syndicate  of 
gentlemen  who  only  work  them  for  a  short  time 
each  week,  with  a  view  to  improving  the  angling. 

The  lower  reaches  fish  best  in  March  and  April 
(from  March  15  to  April  20  is  the  picked  time), 
and  each  should  yield  from  twenty  to  thirty  fish 
in  favourable  seasons, 

{To  ie  continued.) 


Lyra  Piscatokia  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishei men.  By  CoTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.  A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  "  Those  remarkably  well-written 
verses."— Coventry  Patmore  (of  "The  May  Fly"  in  the  Vol.). 
The  PieldBaya  :  "  Cotswold  Isys  has  written  some  of  the  sweetest 
angling  poeti-y  of  our  time.  .  .  .  '  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful 
volume."  The  Amateur  Angler  says:  "All  the  poems  are 
refreshing,  many  of  them  superb;  the  genial  humour,  for 
example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as  anythmg  I  remem- 
ber." The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the  Author,  addressed 
to  Clark's  Library,  Dorking,  at  the  reduced  price  of  2s.  Sd. 


NOTES  ON  MAHSEEK  FISHING. 


By  Major-Geneeal  R.  Bracken,- 

{Continued  from  -page  282.) 

But  to  return  to  my  description  of  the  mahseer, 
from  which  I  have  been  led  away  by  these  personal 
reminiscences.  I  have  never  caught  but  one  sort 
in  the  Punjab,  although  undoubtedly  there  are 
varieties  of  the  same  fish  in  other  parts  of  India, 
differing  in  colour,  as  well  as  slightly  in  form. 
Sluggish  or  muddy  rivers  are  not  as  a  rule  liked  by 
mahseer.  They  prefer  a  quick  clear  torrent  in 
which  are  deep  pools  connected  by  runs,  with  stony 
or  gravelly  bottoms,  their  depth  of  body  and  enor- 
mous tails  and  fins  giving  them  great  power  in 
strong  waters.  My  experience  has  been  to  find 
well-conditioned  fish,  winter  and  summer,  in  the 
same  locaUty,  the  size  of  the  fish,  as  aheady  men- 
tioned, being  proportionate  to  that  of  the  river,  and 
I  have  never  personally  witnessed  any  pronounced 
movement  up  stream  at  the  spawning  season, 
although  authorities  doubtless  state  that  the  fish 
work  up  at  the  time  of  the  rains,  falhng  back  to 
deeper  water  as  the  streams  decrease,  thus  leaving 
their  fry  to  fructify  and  grow  in  the  shallows  safely 
protected  from  the  devastating  propensities  of 
their  parents.  I  have  always  found  mahseer  in 
good  condition,  whenever  the  state  of  the  river  has 
allowed  me  to  catch  them,  but  as  they  will  only 
take  a  fly  or  spinning  bait  in  clear  water,  and  are 
absolutely  uncatchable  whenever  the  river  is  dis- 
coloured by  rains  or  contains  melting  snow  water, 
excepting  with  hve  bait,  a  system  of  fishing  I  never 
practised,  it  is  possible  that  I  have  never  met  with  a 
spent  fish.  Authorities  here  again  state  that  the 
spawning  of  a  mahseer  is  gradually  carried  out  by 
a  succession  of  deposits,  in  much  the  same  way  as  a 
bird  lays  eggs,  and  not  as  salmon  or  other  fish  at 
home  spawn — at  one  time,  in  one  place.  This,  if 
true,  must  undoubtedly  tend  to  good  condition,  and 
to  prevent  the  fish  from  becoming  the  miserable 
debiUtated  object  that  the  dissipated  and  played- 
out  kelt  is.  I  am  incHned  to  think  that  this  theory 
is  correct  and  is  a  merciful  provision  of  Nature  to 
protect  the  spawn  from  becoming  a  total  failure, 
which,  if  all  deposited  in  one  spot,  would  be  liable 
to  occur,  by  the  quick  and  enormous  subsidence  of 
Indian  rivers  after  the  rains,  necessarily  leaving 
large  portions  of  the  spawning  beds  high  and  dry. 
Succession  spawning  ensures  that  at  least  a  pro- 
portion of  the  eggs  should  mature,  whilst  it  seems 
further  to  protect  the  fish,  that  never  leave  the  river, 
from  the  excessive  exhaustion  of  the  spent  salmon 
that  is  compelled  to  recuperate  in  salt  water  and 
with  fresh  nutritious  food  to  regain  his  usual 
health  and  buoyancy  of  spirits. 

The  agility  of  mahseer  and  their  power  of  shooting 
out  of  the  water  to  clear  an  impediment  are  per- 
fectly marvellous.  When  in  the  Kangra  Valley  I 
have  often  been  present  when  the  Jinghers  or 
local  native  fishermen  carried  out  their  annual 
netting.  This  description  of  sport  was  only  possible 
in  the  small  mountain  streams,  and  then  only  when 
the  fish  were  collected  in  the  deepest  pools  from 
the  lowness  of  the  water.  It  consequently  always 
took  place  in  the  dry  season.  The  procedure  was 
as  follows  :— A  large  net  was  securely  stretched 
across  the  stream  at  the  lower  end  of  the  pool. 
It  stood  at  least  six  feet  out  of  the  water  and  was 
kept  firm  at  the  bottom  by  large  stones,  thus  pre- 
senting an  absolute  barrier.  The  natives  armed 
with  small  hand-nets  then  went  to  the  head  of  the 
pool  and  took  to  the  water  like  aquatic  animals, 
diving  amongst  the  rocks  and  driving  the  fish 
towards  the  big  net,  appearing  at  intervals  above 
the  surface  with  half-a-dozen  or  more  fish  in  their 
hand-nets  of  about  31b.  or  4lb.  average  weight, 
which  they  deposited  on  the  bank,  and  at  oiice  re- 
sumed the  chase  in  the  water.  They  did  not 
appear  to  be  able  or  to  attempt  to  catch  the  larger 
fish,  which  soon  became  terrified  by  the  unusual 
proceedings  that  were  taking  place,  and  by  their 
inabihty  to  escape.  I  sometimes  would  strip  and 
would  spear  the  large  mahseer  as  they  flew  past  me 
under  the  bank,  being  often  myself  hauled  in  head 
first.  A  large  number  of  the  biggest  fish,  up  to 
151b.  or  201b.  perhaps,  would  ultimately,  finding  no 
other  means  of  escape,  determine  to  jump  the  net, 
and  would  succeed  in  doing  so  in  a  marvellous  way, 
taking  the  fence  at  racing  pace  Uke  trained  steeple- 
chasers.- I  never  once  saw  the  net  struck,  so  beau- 
tifully was  it  cleared.  The  pace  at  which  the  fish 
travelled  must  have  been  enormous,  for  I  have 


frequently  attempted  from  the  bank,  with  my  shot- 
gun, to  shoot  these  flying  fish  as  they  topped  the 
net,  and  although  I  was  always  considered  a  very 
respectable  shot,  I  never  once  succeeded  in  hitting 
one,  being  invariably  behind  them. 

I  once  was  witness  to  an  extraordinary  conflict 
between  a  native  officer  of  my  regiment  and  a  large 
mahseer,  which  well  demonstrated  the  wonderful 
power  in  the  water  of  the  best  native  swimmers. 
The  occasion  was  the  netting  of  a  large  deep  pool 
as  above  described.  The  native  officer,  who  was 
a  noted  diver  amongst  his  people,  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity, when  I  was  encamped  near  his  village, 
Khaira,  and  when  an  appreciative  "  gallery  "  from 
the  regiment  and  neighbourhood  were  present,  to 
show  what  he  could  do.  He  dived  into  the  water 
before  us  all,  and  was  absent  so  long  that  we  all  on 
the  bank  thought  he  must  be  drowned.  I  had  not 
my  watch  with  me,  but  count  was  kept  by  the 
natives,  as  the  period  of  his  disappearance  became 
more  and  more  prolonged,  until  it  was  estimated 
that  he  must  have  been  under  water  fully  three 
minutes.  At  last  he  appeared  grasping  in  his  arms 
a  large  mahseer,  which  was  estimated  to  weigh 
351b.,  and  which,  to  be  well  within  the  mark,  I  will 
call  301b.,  his  teeth  firmly  fixed  in  the  fish's  neck 
and  his  hands  crossed  below,  the  fingers  being  in  the 
gills.  The  prolonged  struggle  below  water  had 
almost  exhausted  the  man,  and  he  was  just  able, 
and  that  was  all,  to  reach  the  bank  with  the  fish. 
Estimates  of  time  and  weight  are,  of  course,  most 
unrehable,  and  I  merely  state  them  here  for  what 
they  are  worth.  I  have  always  regretted  that  I  did 
not  inquire  more  fully  into  the  exact  manner  in 
which  he  mastered  the  mahseer  in  so  short  a  time. 
Fish  lose  almost  all  their  power  in  the  water  when 
turned  belly  uppermost,  and  whether  this  was  the 
secret  of  his  success  or  whether  it  was  simply  by 
clinging  to  the  fish,  and  so  impeding  the  use  of  his 
powerful  tail  and  fins,  together  with  the  stoppage  of 
his  breathing  by  reason  of  the  fingers  in  the  gills,  I 
cannot  say,  but  certainly  it  was  a  marvellous  feat  to 
paralyse  a  strong,  weighty  mahseer  in  his  own 
element,  and  speaks  volumes  for  the  pluck  of  Gopal 
Chund.  I  fancy  there  was  Uttle  difficulty  about 
grasping  the  fish  in  the  first  instance,  for  mahseer 
often  endeavour  to  hide,  when  first  alarmed, 
amongst  the  rocks  and  under  ledges,  and  would  so 
remain  in  fancied  security  for  some  time. 

Mahseer  of  course  require  the  strongest  rods  and 
tackle,  and  as  the  climate  injuriously  affects  gut, 
and  moths  and  other  pests  are  most  destructive  to 
whatever  they  can  get  at,  fresh  supphes  of  perish- 
able articles  become  almost  a  necessity  each  season, 
unless  the  greatest  care  is  exercised.  I  used  an 
ordinary  18ft.  greenheart  salmon  rod,  but  the 
common  made  bamboo  was  frequently  employed  by 
others,  and  no  doubt  was  equally  as  effective,  at 
one-sixth  or  one-eighth  of  the  cost.  For  fishing  the 
biggest  rivers  my  -winch  carried  250  yards  of  fine,  but 
although  on  an  exceptional  emergency  with  a  really 
large  fish  this  length  might  be  required,  I  never 
recollect  having  more  than  from  100  to  120  yards 
run  out  by  a  single  fair  straight  rush.  The  great 
object  of  course  -with  a  heavy  fish  in  heavy  water 
is  to  have  as  short  a  Une  as  possible.  I  never 
saved  my  legs  at  its  expense,  moreover,  so  numerous 
are  the  snags  and  sunken  rocks  that  a  bagged  fine 
generally  means  a  fouled  line  with  the  loss  of  the 
fish.  I  only  once  had  the  whole  of  my  fine  run  out. 
It  was  on  the  road  to  Kashmir.  I  was  fishing  in  the 
Jhelum  with  spoon  bait  at  the  top  of  a  rapid  down 
which  was  coming  an  immense  volume  of  water, 
when  my  bait  was  seized  by  a  large  mahseer  with 
a  tremendous  rush  across  the  river,  there  some 
50  yards  broad.  He  came  to  the  surface  at  the  far 
bank,  showing  his  head  and  the  whole  of  his  back 
-svith  the  big  fluke  of  his  tail  out  of  the  water,  for  all 
the  world  as  if  he  had  come  up  to  survey  the  situa- 
tion, the  spoon  showing  most  plainly  in  his  mouth. 
He  then  made  one  rush  down  the  rapid,  taking  out 
the  whole  of  my  250  yards  of  line.  I  ran  after  him 
to  save  the  fine  as  best  I  could,  but  the  bank  was 
rocky  and  my  foot  tripped.  I  fell  doisTi  on  my  face 
my  full  length,  holding  on  hke  grim  death  to  my 
rod,  which  was  extended  in  front  of  me,  and  I  was 
actually  pulled  along  the  ground  about  two  yards. 
When  I  recovered  myself  I  found  that  every  ring 
except  the  top  had  been  pulled  off  the  rod,  but  as 
there  was  a  tremendous  pressure  on  the  fine  I  still 
hoped  that  the  fish  might  be  on,  so  I  reeled  up  as 
fast  as  I  could,  moving  do-wn  stream,  and  eventually 
recovered  my  spoon  in  a  backwater,  into  which  it 
had  been  carried,  but  it  was  without  any  hooks. 

I  always  used  treble  gut,  a  three -yard  cast  as  a 
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rule,  extending  to  the  fly  or  bait,  and  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  in  such  a  dry  climate  the  utmost  caution 
to  thoroughly  soak  the  gut  before  commencing  to 
fish  was  absolutely  necessary.  I  once  lost  a  fine 
fish  through  a  neglect  of  this  precaution,  t  was 
fishing  the  Bembur  river,  near  Rajouri,  and  was 
commencing  to  get  my  line  out  with  a  view  of  soak 
ing  the  gut  before  casting,  when  the  phantom  min 
now  was  seized  by  a  monster.  He  rushed  down 
stream,  taking  out  at  least  100  yards  of  Une,  and 
then  appeared  at  the  side  of  a  large  rock  in  the 
middle  of  the  river,  when  I  saw  him  deliberately  rub 
the  minnow  off.  Had  the  gut  been  well,  soaked  I 
much  doubt  if  he  would  have  succeeded  as  easily 
as  he  did. 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  an  imitation  locust 
was  a  very  killing  bait,  but  large  salmon  flies,  espe- 
cially those  with  yellow  or  claret  bodies  and  hackles, 
with  dark  drake  wings,  were  very  effective.  I  used 
to  tie  a  fly  with  wings  of  the  obarra  or  bastard  bus 
tard  feathers,  a  deep  bright  yellow  or  claret  body, 
round  which  a  white  hackle  was  twisted,  with  a 
hackle  from  the  golden  pheasant  over  the  wings  at 
the  shoulder,  small  obarra  feathers  being  again  used 
to  imitate  feet.  Another  fly  that  was  readily  taken 
by  barbel  had  a  white  wool  body  with  peacock  herl 
and  a  white  hackle,  a  bunch  of  peacock  herl  forming 
the  wings.   I  also  killed  mahseer  with  it  in  Kashmir. 

A  large  supply  of  spiiming  baits  is  necessary, 
used  principally  an  extra  stout  spoon,  in  sizes  from 
2^in.  to  Sin.  in  length,  coppered  on  the  convex  and 
silvered  on  the  concave  side,  and  armed  with  two 
tiers  of  specially  strong  treble  hooks.    I  may  say 
here,  with  many  a  regretful  sigh,  that  the  largest 
fish  I  hooked  and  lost,  and  there  were  some  monsters 
amongst  them,  almost  invariably  owed  their  escape 
to  the  breaking  of  the  ring  that  attached  the  treble 
hook  to  the  spoon,  and  it  is  this  part  that  requires 
to  be  made  especially  strong.    Never  tolerate  those 
split  ring  abominations  that  tackle  makers  used  to 
be  so  fond  of  using,  because  of  the  ease  of  their 
manipulation;    Have  the  rings  soUd  and  made  of 
non-rustable  material,  the  hooks  being  extra  strong 
and  brazed  together  ;  the  swivels  also  should  be  of 
non-rustable  material.    The  gut  should  be  knotted 
to  them,  and  eschew  silk  tyings  as  far  as  possible — 
the  varnish  goes,  the  wax  becomes  hard  and  brittle, 
and  the  silk  rots.    Whenever  silk  must  be  used,  as 
in  tying  flies,  flatten  the  gut,  and  with  large  flies  tie  a 
simple  knot  in  the  gut.    This  will  often  prevent  it 
from  drawing.    I  also  used  phantom  minnows,  from 
4in.  to  6in.  in  length,  the  smaller  size  being  perhaps 
the  better,  but  with  large  fish  these  baits  proved  to  be 
less  effective  than  spoons,  not  from  want  of  attrac- 
tiveness, but  because  the  hooks  were  smaller  and  less 
firmly  secured.    I  cannot  lay  too  much  emphasis  on 
the  absolute  necessity  with  big  fish  of  having  the 
flights  of  hooks  large  and  specially  strong  in  every 
part.    Let  me  repeat  that  the  power  of  compression 
of  the  jaws  of  mahseer  is  so  enormous  that  the 
attachment  of  the  hooks  to  the  bait  cannot  be  too 
strong.     I   may  perhaps   here  mention  that  a 
mahseer's  scale  makes  an  excellent  tail  for  a  spin- 
ning bait.    They  are  to  be  had  two  inches  across 
and  even  larger  from  big  fish.-    I  used  to  mount 
them  on  flanges,  using  a  silk  body,  painted,  and 
thus  manufacturing  myself  a  sort  of  phantom  min- 
now which  I  found  very  effective. 

{To  he  continue.) 


AN  IMPEOVED  FOLDING  OK  COL- 
LAPSIBLE CAN  FOE  GEOUND- 
BAITING. 

(Registered  No.  405,390.) 


As  mentioned  in  my  recent  communication  about 
"  Ground-baiting  by  Means  of  a  Special  Ground- 
baiting  Can  "  {Fishing  Gazette  of  March  14).  I  was 
at  the  time  perfecting  an  improved  pattern  of 
ground-baiting  can.  This  pattern  was  even  then 
working  very  satisfactorily,  but  there  were  a  few 
minor  points  about  it  which  I  was  anxious  to  bring 
to  a  greater  pitch  of  perfection,  as  I  understand  the 
latter — that  is,  as  great  freedom  from  complicated 
construction  as  it  is  possible  to  attain;  besides.  I 
hoped  that  my  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  might 
call  forth  some  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  imple- 
ment under  consideration,  of  which  I  could  have 
availed  myself  in  perfecting  the  new  model.  How- 
ever, no  remarks  on  the  subject  have  reached  me  up 
to  this  date  ;  and,  as  the  opening  of  the  season  for 
"  coarse  "  fish  in  England  is  drawing  near.  I  think 


it  may  be  quite  opportune  to  give  a  description  of 
my  new  ground-baiting  can  now,  the  more  so  as  I  do 
not  see  any  further  details  in  which  I  could  improve 
it  at  the  present  time.  I  have  sent  one  of  these  cans 
to  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  who  will  be  able 
to  pronounce  his  opinion  on  it  much  better  tj.an  if 
he  had  drawings  of  it  only  to  judge  it  by. 

The  conically-shaped  ground-baiting  can  described 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  JMarch  14  is  a  most  e  cellent 
and  efficient  implement,  but  it  offers  one  serious 
inconvenience  :  it  is  rather  bulky,  and  its  awkward 
shape  tells  considerably  against  it  when  it  comes  to 
making  an  attempt  to  stow  it  away  snugly  in  one's 
fishing-basket,  fishing-bag,  or  other  receptacle  for 
one's  fishing  impedimenta.  That  is  practically  the 
sole  reason  for  which  I  set  myself  the  task  of  working 
out  an  efficient  "  collapsible  "  ground-baiting  can. 

As  will  appear  from  the  accompanying  tracings, 
the  latter  consists  of  the  following  component 
parts  : — Four  perforated  (for  obvious  reasons,  which 
will  appear  in  the  course  of  description)  side-pieces, 
A,  connected  by  means  of  hinge-joints,  so  as  to 


thereby  ensure  greater  rigidity  of  the  same  when 
mounted  ready  for  use  (supplementary  flanges,  4a' 
and  2a\  may  be  provided,  but  are  not  really 
necessary). 

The  apparatus,  when  mounted  ready  for  use, 
assumes  the  shape  of  a  truncated  square  pyramid 
with  a  pyramidicaily-shaped  top  (.see  Fig.  If.) ;  two 
small  wire  eyes,  E  and  E^,  are  secured  to  the  latter- 
one  at  the  apex  and  the  other  at  the  base — in  such 
a  position  as  to  bri.ig  ihem  in  a  straight  Une  with  the 
loop  C  (secured  to  the  front  edge  of  the  bottom - 
piece  B)  when  the  apparatus  is  mounted.  The  said 
loop  C  is  soldered  or  otherwise  firmly  secured  in  the 
centre  of  the  front  edge  of  hinged  bottom  B,  and 
protrudes  beyond  it  to  the  extent  of  about  {in., 
standing  out  to  the  extent  of  about  ^in.  to  |in.  at  an 
angle  of  90deg.  to  its  plane. 

In  order  to  fold  the  apparatus  for  transportation, 
it  is  necessary,  first  of  all,  to  give  an  upward  turn  to 
the  wire-bolt  5,  and  then  to  withdraw  it  to  the  left ; 
then  the  wire-bolt  6  is  pushed  upward,  and  the 
socket  11  disengaged  from  the  pin  engaging  with  it. 


assume,  when  spread  out,  the  shape  of  a  fan  ;  one 
perforated  bottom-piece,  B,  hinged  to  the  base  of 
one  of  the  extreme  side-pieces  (it  being  perfectly 
immaterial  whether  it  be  the  one  numbered  1  or  that 
numbered  4)  ;  one  top  connecting-piece  or  Ud,  ^4', 
hinged  to  the  top  of  that  one  of  the  extreme  side- 
pieces  which  is  not  connected  to  the  bottom-piece  B, 
and  one  hook,  D,  with  leaded  shank.    The  outside 

iges  of  the  extreme  side-pieces  1  and  4  are  pro- 
vided with  a  simple  and  efficient  locking  device — • 
a  sUding  wire-bolt  for  preference,  supplemented  by 
an  auxiliary  wire  pin  engaging  with  the  socket  11 
(whether  with  the  top  or  the  bottom  of  the  latter  is 
immaterial).    These  locking  dc/ices  serve  to  connect 

de-pieces  1  and  4  rigidly  and  securely  to  each 
other.  The  top  connecting-piece  or  lid,  .4^,  is  pro- 
vided with  a  similar  locking  device,  and  there  are 
flanges,  3rt'  and  la\  provided  at  the  bases  of  the 
corresponding  side-pieces  of  the  lid,  A^,  which  grip 
the  upper  edges  of  the  corresponding  side-pieces. 

and  1,  of  the  apparatus  from  the  outside,  and 


Now  the  hinged  bottom-piece  B  is  folded  with  its 
inner  surface  on  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  side- 
piece  to  which  it  is  hinged,  and  which  I  shall  desig- 
nate as  "  side-piece  1  "  ;  then,  the  second  side-piece, 
2,  is  folded  with  its  outer  surface  on  to  the  outer 
surface  of  side-piece  1  ;  next,  the  third  side-piece,  3, 
is  folded  with  its  inner  surface  on  to  the  inner  surface 
of  the  second  side-piece;  then  the  fourth  side-piece, 
4,  is  folded  with  its  outer  surface  on  to  the  outer 
surface  of  the  third  side-piece,  the  loop  C  of  bottom- 
piece  B  passing  successively  through  the  slots,  9, 
provided  in  all  of  the  four  side-pieces.  Finally,  the 
top  connecting-piece  or  lid  is  folded  with  its  base 
resting  against  a  corresponding  part  of  the  inner 
surface  of  the  fourth  side-piece,  covering  and  pro- 
tecting the  protruding  part  of  the  loop  C. 

In  order  to  mount  the  apparatus  the  operation  is 
reversed : — First,  having  spread  it  out  as  shown  in 
Fig.  L,  bring  the  free  edges  of  side-pieces  1  and  4  into 
connection,  locking  them  by  means  of  the  wire-bolt 
6  ;  then  close  down  lid  A^,  locking  it  by  means  of 
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the  wire-bolt  5,  and  securing  the  latter  in  its  locked 
position  by  means  of  a  downward  turn.  In  putting 
the  lid  ^4'  into  its  position  it  is  very  important  to  see 
that  the  flanges  provided  at  its  base  (whatever  their 
number  may  happen  to  be)  grip  the  tops  of  corre- 
sponding side-pieces  from  the  outside. 

The  latest  improvements  in  the  construction  of  the 
apparatus  described  above  were  made  with  a  view 
to  ensuring  its  working  without  the  shghtest  hitch 
as  to  the  disengaging  of  the  leaded  hook  D  from  the 
loop  C  when  the  apparatus  has  reached  the  bottom. 
In  order  to  effect  this  the  U-shaped  loop  has  been 
transformed  into  a  "  button-hole  "  or  "  bead-sight  "• 
shaped  one,  while  a  pecuhar  twist  has  been  imparted 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  hook.  The  new  shapes  of 
loop  C  and  hook  D  are  shown  under  Figs.  III. 
and  IV.  ■ 

The  new  collapsible  ground-baiting  can  is  being 
introduced  by  me  in  this  country  in  two  sizes — 
No.  1,  4|in.  high,  with  2fin.  side  measurement ; 
and  No.  2,  4|in.  high,  with  Sin.  side.  The  latter 
appears  likely  to  be  the  most  useful  and  generally 
liked  size.  It  packs  snugly  into  a  box  of  stout 
cardboard  with  metalHc  corner  pieces,  the  outside 
measurements  of  this  box  being  4j\in.  long  by 
^f^in.  wide  by  l/sin-  thick.-  The  line  for  the 
apparatus,  wound  on  a  flat  winder,  fits  into  the 
box  and  keeps  the  whole  arrangement  nice  and 
tight.  Baron  Paul  Tchekkassov. 

St.  Petersburg,  April  17,  1903; 

THE  FIKST  GKILSE  OF  THE 
SEASON. 


The  advent  of  the  first  grilse  of  the  season,  either 
to  the  netsman  or  more  welcome  rodsman,  is  worthy 
of  being  chronicled  as  more  than  an  ordinary  pass- 
ing event.  Last  year  the  first  grilse  fell  to  the  rod 
of  a  sportsman  on  the  Deveron,  and  weighed  2|lb. 
This  year  the  first  has  been  met  with  on  the  Aber- 
deenshire coast,  a  Httle  way  above  Don  mouth,  and 
most  probably  making  for  that  river  or  its  sister 
stream  the  Dee.  It  was  got  on  April  24,  scaled 
3|]b.,  and  was  sold  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb. — 4d.  above 
the  prime  salmon  rate  that  day.  G.  M. 


THE  WEATHEE  IN  NORWAY. 


First  Weekly  Weather  Report  for  Season 
1903. 

Telegrams  from  the  various  districts  of  Norway 
— that  is,  Namsos  District,  Trondhjem,  Guldalen, 
and  Stjordalen  Districts,  Bergen  District,  and 
Mandal  District— report  that  throughout  April 
the  weather  experienced  was  dry  and  cold,  but 
this  morning's  telegram  reports  that  milder  weather 
is  setting  in  over  the  whole  of  these  districts. 

April  27,  James  Dowell. 


MESSES.  CAETEE  AND  CO.'S  NEW 
CATALOGUE. 


With  about  250  illustrations  and  coloured  cover 
Messrs.  Carter's  new  catalogue  is  a  veritable  multum 
in  parvo,  and  contains  particulars  of  many  novelties. 
Always  "  in  the  swim,"  to  use  an  angUng  expression, 
Messrs.  Carter  lead  off  with  some  new  hght  fly  rods, 
as  a  consequence  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  correspond- 
ence. They  have  a  "  Bantam",  fly  rod,  cane- built, 
weighing  as  follows: — 9ft.,  5|oz. ;  9^ft.,  6oz. ;  lOft, 
6|oz. ;  10|ft.,  7ioz. ;  lift.,  8|o&  Other  light  cane- 
built  rods  are  their  "Durbar'-  and  "Lowndes.'- 
The  cane-built  rods  they  have  made  for  Mr.  Andrew 
Keogh  for  trout,  for  sea-trout,  and  for  May  Fly 
fishing  have  given  great  satisfaction  to  other 
customers  also.  The  "  Neligan  "  split-cane  is  made 
to  the  pattern  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Neligan,  the  Bishop 
Elect  of  Auckland,  and  is  a  capital  all-round  rod 
intended  for  fly  fishing,  clear  water  worm  fishing, 
and  light  spinning.  In  salmon  rods  they  are 
making  a  feature  of  the  *'  Curzon,"  respecting 
which  they  say :  "  We  have  found  the  introduction 
of  stouter  tops  and  joints  gives  such  a  decided  gain 
in  the  length  of  cast  that  we  can  with  confidence 
say  that  a  16ft.  '  Curzon '  will  cast  as  long  a  line  as 
an  18ft.  of  the  old  type  of  rod,  and  certainly 
with  half  the  exertion."-  I  rather  doubt  whether 
"half"-  the  exertion  would  do  it.  Another  new 
rod  is  a  sea-trout,  grilse,  and  salmon  rod  designed 
by  Mr.  David  Tulhs,  who  used  it  in  Norway  and 
speaks  very  highly  of  it,    Tlie  butt  is  plain  cane- 


that  is,  whole  cane,  and  I  have  great  faith  in  that 
as  a  butt  for  any  rod.  Messrs.  Carter  are,  I  see, 
the  South  of  England  agents  for  the  "  Grant '1 
vibration  rod,  both  for  trout  and  salmon.-  A  good 
new  general  rod  is  one  copied  from  the  favourite 
rod  of  Mr.  W.  Hunter.  It  can  be  used  for  punt 
fishing,  perch  paternostering,  or  for  worm  fishing 
or  spinning  for  trout; 

Carter's  "Special'-  cane  roach  rods  are  simply 
wonders  at  the  price.  A  hard  wood  butt,  two  cane 
joints,  and  lancewood  top,  fitted  with  snake  rings 
and  winch  fittings,  etc.,  15ft.  in  length,  price  only 
7s.  6d.  I  am  glad  to  see  they  make  special  rods  at 
very  cheap  prices  for  the  young  idea.  I  never  see 
a  lad  with  a  fishing  rod  without  at  least  mentally 
wishing  him  good  luck- 
In  flies  Messrs.  Carter  make  a  feature  of  those 
with  the  celluloid  bodies  which  I  invented.  I  have 
never  seen  better  work  than  is  put  into  these  flies, 
whether  for  dry  fly,  wee  fly,  sea-trout,  or  salmon. 
Among  the  advantages  of  the  celluloid  body  are 
that  the  colour  whatever  it  may  be  is  permanent, 
and  is  not  altered  by  wetting  or  by  parafiBn,  and 
the  very  life-like  and  attractive  appearance. 

Among  the  novelties  in  the  list  may  be 
mentioned : — 

The  ?'Mac"-  Cast  Box  (Regd.). 

This  excellent  cast  box  was  invented  by  a  well- 
known  fly  fisher.  It  is  made  throughout  of 
Xylonite,  the  cover  being  transparent,  the  other 


The  "Mac"  Cast  Box  (Regd.). 


portion  of  the  box  being  a  dead  white,  so  that  in 
the  event  of  the  box  being  accidentally  left  on  the 
grass  it  can  easily  be  found;  The  box  will  go  into 
the  pocket,  and  is  very  light  and  durable. 

The  "Cbesswell'-  Prawn  Tackle; 

"  This  tackle  is  made  from  Major  Cresswell's 
pattern,  which  the  editor  of  the  Field  considers 
one  of  the  best  he  has  ever  seen.'' 


The  "  Cbesswell  "  Prawn  Tackle. 


The  "F.  H.  C.'.'-  Trout  Fly  Case. 

Japanned  metal  case,  fitted  to  hold  eyed  or  gut 
mounted  flies  ;  moth  proof.    Will  take  any  size  flv, 


The  "F.  H.  C."  Trout  Fly  Case. 


protecting  against  crushing  ^nd  hooking  up.  A 
very  useful  combination. 


The  "Burbank''  Wading 

"  This  is  a  new  wader,  made  on  ISSBHB 

a  very  practical  principle.     The  l^^KSR 

tops  are  made  of  non-absorbent  'SHivl 

material  and  the  feet  of  twill ;  the  S^lvV 

feet  are  made  on  the  block  system,  A^B^Q 

and  are  good  fitting  and  comfort-  ^^■Kf 

able;  These  waders  can  easily  Hj^^H 
have  new  feet  attached  when  worn  ^"^^ 
through;      They    always    remain  / 

The  only  objection  I  have  is  that 
the  upper  part  being  smooth  black  v^i^s. 
rubber  they  are  hot  in  a  sun; 

In  sea  rods  and  tackle  the  firm's  new  patterns 
are  the  "Mallet"  and  the  "Pine''  rods  and  the 
"New  Century"  sea  reel;  Mr.  David  Pine  is  as 
keen  a  sea  angler  almost  as  he  is  a  trout  fisher,  and 
his  rod  and  sea  tackle  will  be  found  first-rate.  There 
are  some  new  sea  baits,  such  as  the  "  Spinner  and 
Fly,"  " Soleskin  Tail  and  Baby  Spinner,"  "Silver 
Brit,"  etc.  R.  B.  Marston. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


The  executive  met  on  Tuesday  last,  and  the 
following  business  was  brought  forward: — Letter 
from  the  Clerk  to  the  Coimty  Council  in  reply  to  a 
question  asked  by  the  hon.  secretary,  if  the  Council 
were  going  to  drain  the  Battersea  Lakes  this  year, 
as  the  society's  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the 
advisability  of  netting  the  same  for  the  benefit  of 
the  river,  and  the  reply  was  in  the  negative.  A 
complaint  made  by  a  non-subscriber,  but  member 
of  ,the  Chiswick  Piscatorials,  alleging  non-removal 
of  swans  and  ducks  was  gone  into,  and,  as  usual, 
found  wanting  in  a  knowledge  of  facts.  The  Trout 
Stocking  Fund  by  local  committees  was  reported  to 
be  proceeding  satisfactorily  in  the  Staines  and  Chert- 
sey  districts.  Owing  to  pressure  on  his  time,  Mr.  Hi 
W.  Higgins  asked  the  society  to  relieve  him  from 
his  dual  offices  of  hon.  secretary  and  hon.  treasurer; 
After  discussion,  Mr.  Higgins  consented  to  serve  for 
a  short  period  the  offices  named,  provided  a  secretary 
was  appointed  at  a  small  salary,  and  who  could  go 
round  and  plead  for  the  society  at  the  different 
meetings  of  the  angling  clubs  of  London;  This 
question  was  adjourned  until  the  next  meeting,  as 
was  also  the  appointment  of  a  chairman  of  com- 
mittee in  the  place  of  the  late  A.  Nuthall,  Esq.,  J.P; 
The  balance  at  the  bankers  was  £52 17s.  2d.  The  hon; 
sec.  reported  a  case  of  trailing  alleged  against  a 
person  at  Sunbury,  and  having  read  the  names  of  the 
informant  and  his  witnesses  and  their  statements, 
the  case  was  ordered  to  be  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board.  Mr. 
Glass,  of  the  Walham  Green  Angling  Association, 
and  friends  are  getting  up  a  monster  entertainment 
on  behalf  and  under  the  patronage  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  to  take  place  at  Fulham 
Town  Hall  on  Monday  (May  25);  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  our  angling  friends  will  be  well  to  the  fore  in 
the  support  of  a  society  that  has  for  many  years 
guarded  the  interests  of  all  classes  of  anglers. 


FISHING  FOE  THE  GEEAT  PIKE 
OF  AMEEICA. 


It  requires  some  hardihood  to  board  a  through 
train  in  a  real  angler's  costume  of  rough  shoes, 
brown  overalls,  jumper  and  outing  shirt,  slouch 
hat,  and  a  beard  three  days  old,  when  one  has 
checked  *  all  tackle,  and  has  nothing  but  his  word 
to  show  he  is  an  angler.  It  is  doubly  embarrass- 
ing to  ride  in  a  parlour-car  when  wearing  such  a 
costume.  I  had  urged  upon  my  comrade  that  the 
night  train  was  scheduled  just  right  to  leave  us  at 
Jamestown  on  Chautauqua  lake  at  the  right  hour 

*  The  expression  "checked  "  as  here  used  refers  to 
the  excellent  American  railroad  system  of  checking 
a  passenger's  luggage  and  giving  a  check  or  receipt 
for  it,  80  he  has  no  more  bother  to  the  end  of  his 
journey.  When  he  wants  his  baggage  he  simply 
hands  the  check  with  his  number  to  the  porter,  and 
his  things  are  brought  to  him.  I  ithink  Fishing 
Gazette  readers  will  be  amused  at  Mr.  Brown's 
delight  at  not  having  to  shave  or  comb,  etc.  The 
mascalonge  is  the  largest  of  the  North  American 
pike,  and  a  very  close  relative  to  our  Esox  lucius. — 
Ed.  F.G. 
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in  the  morning ;  and,  besides,  we  eould  hide  our 
angling  costumes  behind  Pullman  curtains.  I  had 
an  object  in  this,  as  well  as  in  luring  my  comrade 
into  checking  the  outfits,  for  we  were  to  go  over 
the  Erie  road,  by  which  Lake  Chautauqua  is  best 
reached  from  New  York,  and  I  felt  sure  that  when 
he  saw  the  Delaware  river  at  Hancock  and  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Susquehanna  river  a  few  miles 
beyond  he  would  want  to  stop  and  fish  there,  and 
I  meant  that  he  should,  for  once,  try  fishing  in 
a  lake. 

But  I  only  half  succeeded;  We  went  by  the  day 
train.  How  he  mourned  the  absence  of  his  tackle, 
and  how  ashamed  I  was  at  times  to  sit  in  the 
parlour-car  with  people  who  eyed  me  so  keenly, 
doubting  whether  I  was  a  tramp  or  a  lunatic,  to 
be  riding  so  luxuriously,  instead  of  forward  in  the 
smoking-car.  Fortunately,  we  met  a  couple  of 
fellow  anglers,  and  took  supper  in  the  dining-car 
together,  or  we  might  have  been  denied  admission. 

"Black  bass  over  there  in  that  run,  more'n  a 
barrel.  Trout  up  that  stream.  Used  to  camp  on 
that  hill  in  the  pine  grove,  and  shoot  quails  and 
grouse,"  whined  my  comrade,  furious  because  he 
had  no  tackle.  He  even  inquired  whether  the 
baggage  was  on  board  ;  I  had  it  sent  by  a  preceding 
train.  Language,  and  mournful  regrets  that  he 
could  not  stop,  repeated  at  a  dozen  different  points 
m  the  beautiful  valleys  of  the  Delaware  and  Sus- 
quehanna. That  always  was  the  way  with  my 
chum.  He  never  could  bear  to  pass  beautiful 
anghng  waters  without  having  a  try  on  them. 
Here  we  were  bound  for  Lake  Chautauqua,  and  he 
was  wild  to  stop  where  he  knew  there  was  the 
finest  river  bass  fishing  in  New  York,  just  hke  the 
Indian  who  drank  up  the  whiskey  he  was  making 
before  it  was  half  done.  Worse,  he  knew  the 
shooting  season  was  not  opened,  that  it  was  August, 
yet  he  actually  wanted  to  stop  and  look  at  the 
coveys  of  quails.  We  saw  a  number  of  coveys 
from  the  train  while  traversing  the  valley  of  the 
Delaware,  and  knew  there  would  be  good  shooting 
m  season. 

Jamestown,  with  its  busy  life  and  25,000  people, 
lying  right  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Chautauqua, 
certainly  did  not  give  promise  of  good  angling 
right  at  hand.  We  had  experienced  a  whole  day 
of  delightful  views,  and  now  the  lights  were 
appearing  in  the  city.  We  shy  at  these,  take  the 
Jamestown  and  Chautauqua  railroad,  and  stop  at 
a  station  on  the  north  shore  which  shall  be  name- 
less. In  spite  of  our  rough  dress  the  guides  were 
after  us  as  we  alighted  from  the  train. 

"Guide  to  the  lake,  gentlemen  ?  Take  you  to 
the  assembly  to-morrow  ?  " 

What  have  we  to  do  with  that  learned  body  of 
savants  who  shut  themselves  up  on  Saturday 
evenings,  and  do  not  wander  forth  until  Monday 
morning  ?    The  guides  hail  us  further. 

"Earth,  air,  sky,  and  water  perfect.  Lake  is 
1300  feet  higher  than  Lake  Champlain.  Lots  of 
black  bass,  perch,  sunfish,  catfish,  and  muska— " 
"  900  feet  higher  than  Lake  Erie,  only  eight  miles 

We  dodge  them,  and  follow  our  good  friend,  also 
nameless  here,  a  resident  who  knows  the  lake  and 
where  we  are  to  sleep.  We  rather  object  to  the 
manifestly  well-kept  shores.  It  is  too  park-hke, 
too  much  dressed  up  in  people  and  landscape  to 
please  us,  each  sure  to  be  happy  when  in  a  swamp 
or  a  wilderness,  for  we  are  to  rough  it;  go  un- 
shaved,  sleep  on  the  ground,  eat  fish  with  our 
fingers  when  we  stop  for  the  noon  meal,  go  bare- 
footed, and  not  even  wash  our  hands  until  after 
inspection  by  the  other  and  a  verdict  that  they 
should  be  washed.  Not  a  comb  to  be  used  for  two 
weeks  !  Oh,  the  delights  of  being  dirty,  freedom 
from  the  white  shirt,  glossy  shoes,  coats  and  stiff 
collars.  But  the  region  is  rather  too  civilised  for 
that  sort  of  life.  Our  comrade  is  a  well-known 
landscape  artist ;  he  used  to  grumble  as  some  glory 
of  sky,  foliage,  storm  effects,  white  caps  over  long 
reaches  of  water,  some  brilliant  caprice  of  atmos- 
pheric transfiguration  would  bring  silence  to  us 
both,  and  then  from  some  group  of  bejewelled 
ladies  would  come  giggles  of  hysterical  enthusiasm, 
and  the  time-worn  feminine  expletive,  "Ain't  that 
perfectly  bewtiful  ?  " 

I  remember  especially  such  a  scene,  as  we  passed 
a  brown-handed,  ragged,  bare-footed  boy,  his  face 
a  mass  of  freckles,  as  he  fished  in  a  leaky  boat  and 
watched  the  on-coming  sweep  of  a  thunderstorm 
from  the  west.  His  silence  interested  my  artist 
friend,  who  asked  what  he  thought  of  it.  "Don't 
say  nuthin,".  came  the  rebuke  from  the  lad,  as 


he  gazed  in  wordless  love  at  all  that  coming  rush 
of  cloud,  wind,  and  water.  He  could  not  say  what 
he  felt  in  words,  like  so  many  cheap  word-painters 
who  festoon  English  and  call  it  description.  But 
heart  and  soul  were  full.  He  knew  that  words 
were  cheap. 

"  How  very  refreshing,"  declared  my  chum, 
should  like  to  have  him  in  my  studio,  and  see  if 
he  has  not  the  making  of  a  painter  in  him."- 

For  mark,  the  tendency  among  sportsmen  is  to 
joy  in  a  grand  environment,  rather  than  in  the 
fishing,  and  to  admire  in  silence.  A  grand  way 
to  live  at  the  lake  is  to  troll  and  fish  all  day, 
stopping  at  some  one  of  the  little  hotels  or  modest 
homes  with  which  the  lake  is  all  but  surrounded, 
and  so  circle  the  lake  again  and  again:  I  shall  not 
give  locations  for  the  very  fine  black  bass  fishing , 
you  will  get  all  that  you  can  eat,  anyhow,  and 
more.  But  here  are  a  few  suggestions  about 
tackle. 

Ask  the  fishermen  what  hooks  and  bait  to  use, 
and  buy  of  them.  If  you  are  wise  you  will  not 
bother  with  expensive  tackle,  a  rod  of  bamboo, 
a  reel  of  silver  worth  probably  fifteen  dollars' 
expensive  leaders,  snells,  landing-nets,  anchors, 
tackle-boxes.  Go  back  to  the  tackle  you  joyed  in 
when  a  boy— the  cane  pole  with  the  line  tied  to 
the  tip,  so  it  will  be  about  two  feet  longer  than 
the  pole,  and  the  cork  bobber.  Anchor,  and  try 
for  the  bass,  or  troll  slowly,  using  Uve  bait.  You 
will  get  abundant  sport.  Every  old  angler  has  the 
greatest  respect  for  the  pugnacity  and  fight  in  the 
black  bass,  and  they  are  in  the  lake  in  myriads. 

One  attraction  about  Chautauqua  sport  is  that 
you  catch  the  carnivora  among  fishes.  A  trout  is  a 
flower  of  the  water ;  it  seems  wicked  to  pluck  that 
crimson-spotted  king  of  the  jewelled  coat.  The 
salmon  is  inoffensive;  his  silver  sides  are  very 
thrilUng  when  seen  as  he  leaps.  But  he  is  not  a 
fighter  with  other  salmon  ;  he  is  a  gentleman,  not  a 
bully.  But  the  black  bass  is  a  tyrant,  always 
looking  for  trouble.  It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  accom- 
modate him  with  it.  You  do  not  feel  guilty  of 
murder  when  he  hes  at  last,  captured,  still  struggling, 
game  to  the  last  gasp. 

This  is  far  more  true  of  the  mascalonge.  He  is  a 
fresh-water  hyaena,  cruel,  always  a  pirate.  The 
writer  will  carry  to  his  grave  a  scar  made  by  the 
gills  of  a  mascalonge,  where  the  long,  serrated  half- 
teeth  of  the  gills  cut  to  the  bone.  And  the  teeth 
proper  are  worse  a  hundred  fold  The  big  "  muskies  ". 
are  called  brutes  by  the  local  fishermen^  and  they 
well  deserve  the  name.  Always  in  catching  {not 
landing)  such  a  brute,  the  first  impression  is  that 
you  are  snagged  on  a  log.  Then  any  tackle  less 
than  tarpon  tackle  is  sure  to  share  the  fate  of  the 
chma  in  the  shop  when  the  bull  is  there.  Troll  for 
the  brutes.  More,  use  the  giant,  copper-coloured 
spoon  and  triple  hooks  that  you  can  buy  in  almost 
any  grocery  around  the  lake.  It  will  look  ridiculous 
to  spin  one  of  those  lures  in  the  waters :  but  just 
wait  until  you  have  hooked  a  big  demon  fish,  and 
you  will  wish  the  hook  was  twice  as  large.  One 
thing  more.  Be  absolutely  sure  that  your  line  is  of 
the  strongest.  The  writer  used  a  salmon  line  for 
the  muskies,  a  Ime  two  hundred  feet  long,  tested  to 
a  pull  of  thirty-two  pounds.  And  yet  what  must 
have  been  one  broke  that  line  after  having  towed 
the  boat  almost  at  his  pleasure  for  fifteen  minutes, 
with  the  line  cutting  the  hands  at  its  other  end- 
broke,  to  leave  two  discomfited  anglers  lookmg 
through  their  vocabularies  in  vain  for  words  to 
express  their  despair,  disgust,  chagrin,  regret,  anger 
and  general  consciousness  that  Mfe  had  ceased  to 
be  worth  living.  It  is  said  by  experts  that  a  fish 
cannot  pull  his  own  weight  in  pounds.  Indeed ! 
Just  hook  a  Chautauqua  lake  musky  and  try  it. 
Get  the  side  jerk  added  to  the  rush  of  the  fish,  and 
you  will  say  the  experts  know  nothing  of  his 
possibilities. 

A.  N.  Cheney  recommended  that  when  he  is 
hooked,  you  should  not  feel  hurried;  That  advice 
is  simply  deUcious  for  irony.  The  man  who  will 
not  feel  hurried  when  he  gets  a  mix-up  with  one  of 
those  wild,  uneducated  fellows  at  Chautauqua 
should  be  in  a  museum; 

But  remember,  you  will  not  hook  such  a  fish 
often,  not  even  one  per  day.  Y^ou  will  row  miles 
and  miles,  your  hook  entirely  too  large  to  be 
taken  by  even  a  31b.  bass,  and  you  will  wonder 
whether  they  are  laughing  at  you  or  holding  a 
Chautauqua  assembly  somewhere  in  the  depths,  in 
piscatorial  imitation  of  the  savants  on  shore.  But 
always,  mind  what  I  say,  always,  you  are  in  danger, 
a  great  danger,  of  hooking  a  monster,  and  you 


do  not  know  what  moment  you  may  be  wondering 
whether  you  have  the  fish  or  the  fish  has  you.  It 
IS  the  very  acme  of  savage  sport  in  angling;  This 
is  great  praise;  but  the  picture  is  really  under 
drawn,  as  any  man  will  know  who  gets  the 
experience; 

You  will  be  told  not  to  troll  in  deep  water,  to  let 
out  only  about  sixty  feet  of  line,  because  the  eyes 
of  the  fish  are  well  up  on  the  top  of  his  head,  and 
he  must  rise  to  the  hook.  But  try  the  deep  water, 
with  nearly  two  hundred  feet  of  line,  and  when 
you  do  hook  one  you  will  certainly  remember  the 
experience  all  your  hfe.  And  think  where  you  are 
fighting  him.  In  a  small  boat  where  winds  are 
racing,  waves  are  rising  in  white  caps  that  are 
carried  forward  in  spray!  Long  lines  of  foam; 
misty  effects  as  clouds  race  across  the  sky,  tumult, 
wild  uproar.    It  is  glorious  ! 

It  is  no  easy  task  to  refrain  from  attempts  at 
description  of  that  spot,  of  its  varying  moods  at 
morn  and  even,  under  moon  and  stars,  when  it  lies 
asleep  at  dawn,  when  lightnings  play  along  the 
curling,  hissing  waters; 

If  you  wish  to  be  a  kid  glove  sportsman,  wear 
good  clothes,  be  rowed  by  a  guide,  have  your 
family  in  a  comfortable  hotel  right  beside  such 
abundant  opportunities  for  angling  which  is  really 
high-class,  you  can  hardly  do  better  than  to  locate 
at  Chautauqua,  with  its  many  coves  and  grassy 
banks,  wide-winding,  fed  by  innumerable  springs, 
one  of  the  best  proofs  that  "  beauty  wanders  every- 
where," but  makes  her  special  home  on  the  inland 
lake  and  in  the  forest. 

There  is  another  proof  of  the  hypnotism  of 
Chautauqua.  It  is  the  "sweet  sorrow  of  parting." 
Rare  indeed  is  the  sportsman  who  will  not  turn 
away  from  its  waters  with  much  regret.  Many 
and  many  a  day,  and  many  times  again  in  dream- 
land, he  will  again  fancy  himself  a  part  of  that 
region  of  summer  coolness;  will  feel  the  stately 
glide  of  the  boat,  watch  the  shores  that  seem  to 
drift  past,  and  memory  will  again  delight  as  he 
recalls  the  surprise  of  the  sylvan  cove,  the  flowers 
along  shore,  the  rattUng  cry  of  the  kingfisher,  the 
sudden  swirl  in  the  water  of  the  surprised  bass, 
the  :heart-breaking  jerk  of  the  roused  mascalonge, 
and  how  good  the  plainest  food  tasted  in  the  boat, 
his  dining-room  the  firmament,  his  table  the  board 
seat,  his  drink  the  lake  water — all  as  he  goes  bare- 
footed, hatless,  unshaved,  happy  out  there  in  God's 
glorious  world.— L.  F.  Bbown  in  the  N.Y.  Shoot- 
ing and  Fishing; 

TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 

STEEAMS.* 

Br  Hj  G,  OuTCLiFFE,  F.R.O.Sj 

  I 

(Continued  from  page  268.) 

CHAPTER  lY I— continued: 
We  commenced  our  discourse  on  fly-fishing 
with  the  beginning  of  the  season,  and  advised  a 
visit  to  the  larger  streams.  We  have  mentioned 
a  few  flies  suitable  to  the  season,  in  order  to  bring 
the  subject  of  fly-making  before  the  younger 
students  in  fishing,  and  also  to  say  a  word  or  two 
about  rods  ;  but  as  large  stream  fishing  is  beyond 
the  province  of  our  present  work,  we  are  not  going 
further  with  our  considerations  on  this  subject 
than  cursorily  to  allude  to  a  few  points  in  the  art 
of  fly-fishing  in  early  months,  trusting  that  on  the 
subject  of  small  stream  fishing  we  may  be  able  to 
bring  our  views  more  conspicuously  before  the 
reader. 

The  style  recommended  for  fly-fishing  in  rapid 
streams,  in  bright  weather,  is  not  wholly  apphcable 
to  fishing  the  larger  streams  in  the  early  months, 
as  we  have  seen  that  trout  early  in  the  year  have 
not  the  same  habits  or  powers  that  they  acquire 
later  in  the  season.  In  the  early  months  w  c  cannot 
altogether _  disregard  this  principle  of  imitation  ; 
indeed,  it  is  best  to  work  on  this  principle,  trusting 
to  our  flies  as  imitations  of  the  natural  insects, 
and  using  them  in  conformity  to  our  ideas  of  the 
movements  and  appearance  of  the  insect  itself—  ■* 
thus  adopting  the  more  ordinarily  practised  system 
of  fly-fishing.    At  the  same  time  we  urge  the 


•  Frora  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Kapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  3s.  6d.,  post  free. 
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fisherman,  whenever  he  has  the  opportunity,  to 
work  as  we  advise  on  small  streams  ;  the  oppor- 
tunity will  be  appreciated  by  general  simiUtude 
to  the  small  stream,  and  in  approaching  a  spot 
which  the  fisherman  perceives  to  resemble  a  sport- 
ing locality  on  a  small  rapid  brook,  he  will  do  best 
to  fish  it  just  as  he  would  on  a  small  and  rapid 
river ;  indeed,  bearing  the  former  precepts  for 
small  rapid  streams  in  mind,  he  should,  whenever 
practicable,  no  matter  where  he  may  be,  apply 
them  ;  the  result  will  be,  that  on  many  occasions, 
when  fishing,  perhaps,  with  a  good  fisherman  of 
larger  streams,  he  will  fill  his  basket,  when 
his  friend  of  more  limited  knowledge  will  kill 
scarce  a  fish.-  This  has  actually  occurred,  that 
two  fishermen  have  been  together  on  the  same 
large  stream  (the  Taw)  ;  one  was  for  large  stream 
fishing  a  better  fisherman  than  the  other,  who, 
however,  was  greatly  superior  on  small  streams  in 
bright  weather.  The  big  stream  fisherman  (an 
Exe  man)  could  do  nothing  ;  the  small  stream  man 
killed  a  large  basketful.  The  reason  was  that 
the  weather  and  the  stream  brought  the  field  of 
operations  to  a  near  similitude  of  the  small  stream, 
and,  consequently,  far  removed  it  from  the  type 
of  large  streams  :  the  one  fisherman  could  not 
accommodate  his  style  to  the  conditions  present — 
the  other  could ;  the  one  therefore  failed — the 
other  was  successful. 

In  fishing  with  the  artificial  fly,  if  we  are  on 
dull,  slow,  and  deep  waiter,  we  must  consider  our 
fli*s  as  pure  imitations  of  the  natural  insect,  and 
our  practice  must  be  adapted  to  our  intention  of 
deceiving  the  trout ;  if  we  are  on  rapid  small 
streams,  our  principles  are  entirely  different,  and 
we  no  longer  consider  our  fly  in  the  light  of  a 
representation  of  some  insect  on  the  water.  The 
two  principles  must  be  practically  understood,  and 
when  we  have  thoroughly  become  conversant  with 
them,  we  shall  find  no  difficulty  whatever  in 
taking  advantage  of  one  or  the  other  as  circum- 
stances may  require  ;  and  when  fishing,  for  example, 
on  the  larger  streams,  rapid  and  deep,  we  shall  be 
able  to  apply  our  knowledge  to  the  best  possible 
advantage,  deceiving  the  trout  when  deception 
alone  can  avail,  but  stimulating  his  predatory  ten- 
dencies whenever  we  are  able.  We  shall  under- 
stand our  means  of  stimulation  as  we  advance,  and 
consider  the  small  streams  and  the  various  methods 
to  be  practised  on  them. 


CHAPTER  V. 

For  fly-fishing  on  small  rapid  streams  the  best 
description  of  rod  I  have  used  is  made  in  this 
way — butt,  of  white  or  silvery  spruce  fir,  light, 
well-seasoned,  and  strong ;  there  must  on  no 
account  be  any  flaw  in  the  wood,  or  irregularity  in 
the  grain  ;  the  thicker  part  of  the  rod  to  be  so 
large  as  the  hand  can  grasp,  or  so  big  that  the 
forefinger  and  thumb  can  scarce  span  it ;  second 
part,  lancewood,  very  hght  and  elastic  ;  top,  made 
of  best  spHt  cane,  with  a  few  inches  of  lancewood 
at  its  lower  end.  Entire  length  of  rod,  twelve 
feet ;  the  butt  longer  by  an  inch  or  two  than  the 
second  part,  the  latter  as  much  longer  than  the 
top.  The  sphces  in  the  cane  to  be  so  struck  that, 
when  the  rod  is  put  together,  the  extreme  point 
of  the  rod  will  cock  up  a  httle.  This  is  a  very 
commanding  rod,  and  extremely  serviceable  for 
fly,  beetle,  worm,  minnow,  or  any  other  kind  of 
fishing  on  small  streams  ;  but  for  finer  work,  with 
the  artificial  fly  alone,  I  prefer  a  rod  of  ten  feet 
only — certainly  not  more  than  eleven  feet  in 
length — butt,  hght  spruce  fir — second  part,  entirely 
of  split  cane,  though  in  this  a  few  inches  of  lance- 
wood may  be  inserted  at  the  lower  end — top, 
entirely  of  spht  cane.  This  is  an  extremely  hght 
rod,  and  one  easily  broken,  so  that  it  is  hardly 
adapted  to  any  other  kind  of  fishing  than  artificial 
fly-fishing.  These  rods  are  stifi:  and  have  no 
double  action  ;  to  use  them  we  must  exert  a  sharp 
wrist  movement,  and  not  work  them  with  the 
long  arm  swing  required  for  the  double-actioned 
rod  ;  they  cast  the  fly  by  a  sudden  jerk,  with 
great  force  and  proportional  accuracy  ;  the  line  is 
always  "  taut,"  and  when  you  strike  at  a  fish,  you 
are  into  him  in  a  moment ;  but,  above  all,  you 
may  work  with  them  through  the  most  successful 
day's  fishing,  and  your  arm  will  not  be  fatigued  ; 
a  point  of  no  small  importance,  I  can  assure  you. 

The  flies  I  have  had  most  reliance  on,  in  small 
bright  water  fishing,  are  made  of  hare's  flax,  shorn 
off  the  back  ;  they  are  made  large,  on  a  No.  6  or  7 
Adlington  hook  ;  their  bodies  are  ribbed  with  gold 


twist  to  add  to  their  conspicuity  ;  and  the  hackle 
of  the  brightest  shades,  to  be  obtained  of  the  main 
or  predominant  colours  of  the  hare's  flax.  I  make 
the  flax  stick  out  from  the  body,  so  as  to  mingle 
with  the  fibres  of  the  feather.  In  some  kinds  of 
the  redder  hare's  flax  I  put  a  rusty-red  hackle, 
with  gold  twist ;  to  others  more  silvery,  a  ginger- 
red  hackle  almost  yellow.  Then,  again,  for  very 
low  water,  with  very  bright  sun,  I  use  a  lot  of 
stained  flies,  made  with  bodies  of  lamb's  wool,  such 
as  ladies  work  with  ;  some  of  the  colour  of  an 
infantry  soldier's  coat,  with  ginger-red  hackle 
and  gold  twist,  on  a  No.  7  hook  ;  and  capital 
killers  these  soldier  flies  are — but  in  using  them, 
one  need  be  quick  of  movement,  or  they  will 
scare  and  not  catch  trout.  The  various  shades 
from  crimson  and  yellow  to  red,  all  with  fancy- 
coloured  hackles,  answer  well  at  these  times — 
indeed,  the  only  objection  I  know  to  them  is  that 
they  catch  so  many  trout  that  their  bodies  wear 
out  by  the  constant  biting  and  tearing  of  the 
fish's  teeth.  I  have  commonly  used  two  hare's 
flax  flies — one  of  a  reddish,  the  other  a  yellowish 
hue,  and  I  rarely  or  never  change  them  during 
the  brighter  months.  I  do  not  wish  to  limit  the 
fisherman's  resources  in  flies,  but  I  state  this  fact, 
that  it  may  console  him  some  day  when  he  may 
be  fishing  my  old  haunts  and  can  obtain  no  sport. 
He  may,  too,  if  he  remember  my  confession,  think 
that  there  is  some  truth  in  what  I  have  endea- 
voured to  prove,  namely,  that  there  is  more  trust  to 
be  placed  in  the  peculiar  use  of  flies  than  in  the 
selection  of  any  one  particular  fly.  The  collar 
should  consist  of  four  or  five  links  of  stout  gut, 
and  no  more  than  two  flies  should  ever  be  used 
in  bright  water. 

{To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  has 
had  a  heavy  flush  during  the  week  owing  to  the 
heavy  rain,  and  as  extra  paddles  have  been  drawn 
at  the  weirs  the  stream  has  been  much  stronger. 
This  will  improve  the  trout  fishing,  which  up  to  the 
present  has  been  very  poor.  This  week  only  one 
or  two  small  fish  have  been  taken  throughout  the 
whole  stretch  of  the  river.  The  heavy  rain  will 
help-  the  coarse  fishing,  as  certain  fish  will  be  in 
better  condition  than  when  the  water  is  sluggish. 
Hurley  Flour  Mills,  a  picturesque  landmark  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Thames,  close  to  Hurley  Lock, 
about  two  miles  above  Marlow,  were  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Tuesday  evening. — F.  H.  Amphlext. 

Ancholme  iOistrict. — We  have  had  a  downfall 
of  one-third  of  an  inch  of  rain  for  the  last  three 
days,  which  has  wonderfully  refreshed  all  nature, 
but  owing  to  dryness  of  the  soil  it  has  taken  no 
effect  upon  the  water  courses.  It  is  now  genial  and 
spring-like  and  fish  are  at  last  rising  to  the  fly.  I 
saw  the  the  first  Alder  yesterday  (April  28)  and  a 
few  Early  Browns  are  on  the  wing.  If  present  con- 
ditions continue  we  shall  have  the  Hawthorn  Fly  in 
about  a  week.  Owing  to  very  dry  winter  and 
consequent  lowness  of  springs  the  spring  fishing 
will  not  I  fear  be  up  to  the  average. — Thomas  Foed, 
Caistor. 

Coin  (rairford,  G-loiicester shire). — The  trout 
are  feeding  well  since  the  rain,  although  at 
times  it  is  very  difficult  to  know  what  they  are 
taking :  something  very  midge-liko.  Mr.  Bartrem 
was  successful  with  three  brace  ;  Mr.  Court,  two 
brace ;  Rev.  F.  R.  Carbonell,  two  and  a  half  brace ; 
Rev.  M.  R.  Luckman,  two  brace.  I  hear  while  the 
keepers  were  netting  for  pike  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
above  the  Hotel  water  several  fine  trout  were 
caught  and  returned — 3|^lb.,  41b.,  and  51b.  in  weight. 
Eighteen  pike  were  killed,  lib.  to  8Ib.  They  are 
being  followed  up  sharp.  All  big  ones  will  soon  be 
cleared.  A  female  otter  with  [cubs  was  also  killed 
on  April  29.  This  is  the  second  this  year. — Chas. 
Powell. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  change  in  the  weather 
from  keen  comfortless  winds  and  frost  to  warm 
showers  has  been  most  beneficial.  Peal  are  begin- 
ning to  run  in  the  Tamar  and  Plym  district,  and 
not  a  few  salmon  are  seen  in  the  estuaries  of  the 
Camel  and  Fowey.  Baskets  of  trout  on  the  Camel 
have  ranged  from  fifteen  to  thirty.  One  fisher  was 
smashed  in  a  trout  he  thought  must  have  been  six 
or  seven  pounds  weight  in  the  same  river. 
On  the  Fowey  sport  continues  good,  and  all  round 
the  watore,  just  now  feeling  the  effect  of  rain,  are 
in  capital  order. — Bodmin. 


Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — There  are  few 
catches  to  f  record  during  the  past  week.  The 
weather  has'^changed  somewhat,  and  the  cold  east 
winds  have  subsided,  giving  place  to  light  showers, 
with  sunshine  now  and  again.  The  latter  part  of 
last  week,  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green  had  two  good 
baskets  in  the  Hems,  eighteen  on  Friday  (April  24), 
and  twelve  on  Monday.  On  Tuesday  (April  28)  he 
was  also  successful  in  landing  fifteen  at  the 
Weir,  whilst  Mr.  Randall  had  a  4Jlb.  salmon.  The 
Rev.  R.  D.  Wade,  who  is  staying  at  the 
Hotel  Seymour,  secured  a  basket  of  ten  nice 
trout  on  Monday  (April  27),  Mr.  E.  Distin 
creeled  six ;  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  a  couple  of  brace ; 
Mr.  Wilkes,  of  Beenleigh,  five  splendid  trout ; 
whilst  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Exeter,  landed  thirteen 
capital  fish.  The  weather  seems  a  trifle  more 
favourable,  and  a  good  many  rods  will  now  come 
out. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  The  Teign  has  been 
productive  of  good  sport  during  the  week.  Several 
nice  peal  and  salmon  have  been  taken  between  the 
bridge  and  the  point.  On  the  Carey,  Creedy,  and 
Upper  Exe  some  good  fish  have  been  taken. — 
Devonian. 

Hsk  (Whitby). — The  unfavourable  weather  con- 
tinues to  deprive  anglers  of  the  opportunities  for 
securing  sport  on  this  river,  continuous  heavy  rains 
being  experienced  almost  daily.  One  or  two  anglers 
are  reported  to  have  plied  the  rod,  but  with  only 
moderate  success,  during  the  past  week,  but  should 
an  improvement  in  the  meteorological  conditions 
takes  place  some  fair  sport  should  be  obtainable. 
The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Mr.  J.  C.  Walker,  six 
brace ;  Mr.  J.  Moore,  five  brace  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Duck, 
two  and  a  half  brace.  Sea  angling  has  commenced 
and  already  some  fair  takes  are  recorded. — J.- 
Jackson. 

ISxe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Since  my  last  report 
we  have  had  a  favourable  change  of  weather,  and 
the  river  is  very  full  and  coloured  now,  so  that  the 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days  look  promising. 
Some  more  salmon  have  been  caught  both  by  nets 
and  rod  fishermen,  the  most  successful  of  the  latter 
being  Dr.  Wright  on  a  visit  to  Devonshire,  who  had 
one  salmon  last  week  with  Devon  bait,  another 
on  the  fly  (Silver  Doctor),  and  a  tliird  on  the  worm. 
Messrs.  E.  Coombe,  Connett,  Cooke,  Crowson,  and 
Lieut.-Col.  Wyatt-Edgell  have  also  been  successful 
latterly.  Some  trout  have  also  been  caught  in  the 
Exe,  Creedy,  and  Culme,  the  killing  flies  proving 
Blue  Upright,  Middle  Blue,  Stone  Fly,  and  Wickam. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Feu  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). — 
We  have  reached  the  end  of  April  and  yet  angling 
sport  hangs  fire.  The  cold  is  the  thing  chiefly  keeping 
anglers  from  the  water  side,  but  the  man  has  to  be 
a  real  enthusiast  to  pursue  the  sport.  There  are  no 
flies  hatching  out  as  yet,  and  the  fish  pay  little 
attention  to  the  artificials  offered.  That  fish  can 
be  caught  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  one  enthusiast 
pursued  the  sport  for  five  days  and  had  nine  brace 
when  he  had  finished.  There  appears  a  change  in 
the  weather,  as  it  has  got  milder  during  the  last  day 
or  two.  Really  the  items  of  sport  are  not  worth 
chronicling. — Limpet. 

Iiake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  —  The  weather 
has  been  very  fair  for  fishing,  though  a  trifle  cold, 
and  splendid  baskets  have  been  made.  Nearly  all 
the  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  fly,  and  they  are  in 
very  good  condition.  There  has  been  little  or  no 
trolling  done.  The  river  is  fishing  well  also.  Mr. 
Tilton  creeled  forty-five  fish  on  April  24,  almost  all 
on  the  fly.  On  the  lake  on  April  23  Mr.  Hussey 
killed  twenty -three  fish,  131b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Von 
Heyder,  twenty  fish,  12Ib.  4oz.  ;  Messrs.  Chesshire, 
Talbot,  Adam,  ten  fish  each;  Mr.  Malpass  twelve 
fish ;  and  Mr.  Harrison,  five,  21b.  Soz.  On 
April  23  Mr.  Chesshire  killed  thirty  fish,  171b.  lOoz.; 
Mr.  Hussey  and  friend,  thirty-one,  171b.  lOoz. ;  Mr, 
Malpass,  twenty-five,  151b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Von  Heyder, 
seven,  31b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Wright,  seven,  4Ib.  3oz. ; 
Captain  Garnett.  ten,  61b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  R.  L. 
Garnett,  five,  21b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Barton,  three, 
lib.  Soz. ;  and  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr.  Ray  two  each. 
On  April  24  Captain  Garnett  killed  twenty-one  fish, 
121b.  3oz.,  Mr,  Malpass,  sixteen,  91b.  12oz.,  and 
Mr.  Ray  two,  lib.  12oz.  On  April  25,  Captain 
Garnett  killed  sixteen  fish,  8lb.  12oz.,  Mr.  R.  L, 
Garnett  thirteen,  71b.  4oz.,  Mr.  Von  Heyder  four- 
teen, 81b.  9oz.,  Mr.  Hussey  five.  31b.  2oz.,  and 
Messrs.  Barton  and  Ray  four  each  ;  Mr.  Chesshire, 
three  fish,  41b.  14oz.  On  April  27  Mr.  Malpass 
bad  eighteen,  101b.  8oz.,  Mr.  Hussey  fourteen, 
81b.  loz..  Captain  Garnett  fourteen,  81b.  6oz., 
Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett  six,  31b.  lOoz.,  Mr.  Barton  six 
31b.  lloz.,  and  Mr.  Ray  one,  12oz.  On  April  28, 
Captain  Garnett  killed  twentj^-one  fish,  111b.  8oz., 
Mr.  Hussey  and  Mr.  Malpass  thirteen  each, 
Mr.  Chesshire  nine,  41b.  5oz. ;  Messrs.  Russell  and 
Howard,  seven,  41b.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  Von  Heyder,  eight, 
41b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  six,  31b.  6oz. ;  Messrs. 
Barton  and  Ray,  three  each,  and  Mr.  Shaw  two. 
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lib.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Chesshire's  basket  of  thirty  fish, 
1 71b.  lOoz.  (all  taken  by  fly)  is  the  best  this  year. 
Mr.  Malpass  killed  256  fish  in  eighteen  days,  an 
average  of  fourteen  fish  a  day.  There  is  plenty  of 
fly  on  the  water.  Small  flies  only  will  kill— Clarets, 
Gnats,  Teals,  and  Mallards  are  recommended. 

LONGDBIFT. 

Lea  and  Triljutaries.— Friday,  May  1,  was 
the  opening  day  of  Lea  trout  fishing,  and  I  am 
looking  forward  to  being  able  to  record  some 
captures  in  my  next  report.  Both  water  and 
weather  conditions  have  taken  a  turn  for  the  better 
this  past  week,  and  some  good  fish  should  be  had 
in  the  Lea,  Rib,  Mimram,  and  Beane.  All  rivers 
have  been  nicely  freshened  up,  and  more  fly  are 
likely  to  be  about  now.  The  minnow  and  worm 
should  account  for  most  Lea  trout. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  in  good  condition  for 
fishing,  having  run  clear  and  a  nice  height.  The 
weather  has  been  changeable,  but  more  favourable 
for  fishing.  Some  good  falls  of  rain  have  been  had 
at  night,  followed  by  warm  days,  and  it  has  refreshed 
the  rivers  and  made  the  fish  more  on  the  feed,  and 
they  have  been  well  on  the  rise  from  11  o'clock  till 
3.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out  this  week, 
and  very  nice  sized  trout  have  been  landed.  Minnow 
fishing  should  jnow  be  good.  The  prospects  for 
sport  are  now  better,  and  good  sport  should  be  had 
next  week.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good  order,  and  fair 
sport  had  in  it. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Weather,  though  somewhat  warmer  and  more 
seasonable,  is  still  unsettled,  a  good  deal  of  rain 
falling  at  times,  with  the  result  that  rivers  have 
risen  some  five  or  six  inches  of  muddy  water — yet 
judge  the  cause  is  local  and  the  streams  will  in  a 
couple  of  days  from  this  (Wednesday,  April  29)  be 
again  in  order  for  the  fly,  when  a  selection  may  be 
made  from  the  following  :  Blue,  Olive,  and  Yellow 
Duns,  March  Brown,  Stone  Fly,  Brown  and  Grey 
Spinners,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  and  Spider. 
Glass  very  low.  WindS.W.,  light.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Some  good  trout 
were  taken  last  week  end.  One  angler  got  two 
brace,  weighing  S^lb.,  which  is  a  very  good  average 
for  this  river;  another  rod  killed  a  brace  of 
pounders.  The  Olive  Quill  and  the  Blue  Quill  were 
the  flies  used.  The  welcome  rain  arrived  last  Sunday 
(April  26),  and  the  river  since  then  has  been  too 
muddy  for  the  fly.  At  time  of  reporting  (April  29) 
It  is  still  in  spate,  but  anglers  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
appointed at  this,  for  there  is  good  hope  of  sport  as 
soon  as  it  has  subsided. — Hebon. 

Plymouth. — We  have  had  a  little  welcome  rain 
which  has  improved  fishing  a  bit,  and  some  good 
baskets  have  been  taken  during  the  week.  The 
peel  are  running  up  the  Tavy,  and  several  have 
been  seen  in  the  pools  near  Double  Waters.  The 
rivers  are  in  pretty  fair  condition,  but  we  could  do 
with  some  more  rain. — William  Heardeb. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— The  river  is  in  good  order, 
and  warmer  weather  seems  to  have  come  at  last ; 
so  that  fly-fishing  should  now  be  successful.  Trout 
anglers  have  had  a  most  disappomting  time  up  to 
the  present ;  what  few  fish  have  been  taken  have 
been  caught  by  spinning,  and  none  of  more  than 
about  21b.  in  weight.  The  brooks  are  in  order,  and 
those  in  South  Shropshire  should  now  yield  fine 
sport,  -worm  fishing  being  most  in  vogue  on  account 
of  abundant  vegetation. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
aech).— Owing  to  the  keen  easterly  Jwinds  which 
prevailed  up  to  -Tuesday  last  very  little  sport 
was  obtained  and  very  few  fish  taken  from  any 
of  these   rivers.     Since  then    a   complete  and 


most  welcome  change  has  taken  place,  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  everything  points  towards 
much  better  sport  in  the  near  future,  as  some 
warm  and  much-needed  rain  has  ffallen  which  has 
rather  discoloured  the  water  in  all  these  streams ; 
in  a  very  short  time  they  will  be  in  excellent  con- 
dition, and  should  the  present  mild  weather  continue 
anglers  are  looking  forward  to  this  good  time  which 
this  season  has  been  so  long  coming. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Bivers. — A  welcome  change 
has  been  experienced  during  the  week.  Rain  so  long 
wanted  has  fallen,  and  the  majority  of  the  days 
have  been  warm  and  summerlike,  rain  invariably 
falling  at  close  of  day.  Streams  and  rivers  are  high 
and  coloured,  but  trout  are  not  in  evidence,  the  water 
remaining  at  a  low  temperature.  A  few  small  trout 
have  been  captured  with  worm  and  minnow  from  the 
upper  tributaries  of  the  Ouse,  but  nothing  over  12oz. 
have  come  under  notice.  A  nice  trout  of  21b.  loz. 
was  taken  on  Tuesday  (April  28)  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  West  Ashling,  the  only  fish  of  the  day  to 
two  rods.  A  few  smelt  have  been  captured  from 
the  harbour  up  to  6^  inches.  The  best  venue  at 
Chichester  Harbour  is  Fames  Mill  Pond  at  Bird- 
ham.  Permission  may  be  obtained  and  baits 
procured  from  the  employees  at  the  mill  by  giving 
notice  beforehand.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).  —  The  rivers  have  been 
brightened  up ;  good  showers  of  rain  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday  (April  25  and  26)  made  the  land  and 
rivers  just  as  they  should  be.  Fishermen  were 
about  on  Monday  (April  27),  and  some  good  bags 
taken — one  thirty,  another  three  dozen — and  took 
the  fly  greedily.  Salmon  rod  and  line  men  have 
not  done  much  lately. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in  splendid  order 
for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  has 
been  changeable,  but  has  now  become  warm,  and 
there  are  a  good  number  of  natural  flies  on  the 
water.  There  have  been  some  nice  falls  of  rain  which 
have  refreshed  the  water,  and  have  brought  the 
trout  on  the  feed.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been 
out  this  week,  and  have  used  fly  successfully.  The 
best  killing  flies  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue 
Cowdung.  Whirling  Blue,  Red  and  Blue  Spin- 
ners, March  Brown,  and  February  Red,  and  fine 
trout  from  Jib.  to  lib.  each  1  have  been  landed. 
Worm  fishmg  has  been  successful  in  the  deep  water 
and  good  trout  landed.  Minnow  fishing  has 
accounted  for  good  fish  in  early  morning.  Fishing 
with  live  bait  in  the  water  at  Burway  has  accounted 
for  some  good  pike,  averaging  from  51b.  each  to 
lOIb.,  being  landed,  one  or  two  fish  being  landed 
nearly  every  d  ay  since  last  Friday.  The  Hawkstone 
Otter  Hounds  paid  their  first  visit  to  the  Teme  at 
Leintwardine  on  Saturday,  and,  after  a  run  to  nearly 
Knighton,  killed  an  otter.  The  prospects  for  fishing 
in  this  part  are  now  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order,  and  some  very 
nice  trout  have  been  landed  with  worm  and  fly  in 
them. — S.  Ludlow. 

— —  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  fly  fishing.  The  weather  has  now  turned  warmer, 
and  some  very  nice  falls  of  rain  have  been  had  this 
week  at  night  followed  by  fine  days,  and  has  been 
in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a 
good  few  anglers  have  been  out.  The  fish  have 
been  more  on  the  feed  and  rising  well  at  the  fly, 
and  some  very  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been  landed! 
The  fish  are  now  getting  into  very  good  condition. 
The  flies  to  use  are  the  March  Brown,  Hardy 
Brown,  Red  and  Blue  Spinners,  Iron  Blue,  Red 
Palmer,  Stone  Fly,  and  February  Red.  The 
prospects  for  sport  in  this  part  are  now  good,  and 
fine  trout  should  be  landed. — Worcester. 

Usk  (Usk).— The  River  Usk  rose  about  18  inches 
on  Sunday  evening  after  the  genial  rain.  A  few 
salmon  are  coming  into  the  rivers  on  account  of  the 
high  tides,  but  there  is  not  yet  much  to  chronicle 
in  the  way  of  kills.  Since  my  last  report  Mr.  H.,W. 
Pride  has  killed  a  salmon  231b.  On  Saturday  last 
Mr.R.Rickards  took  one.  131b.,  in  Parker's  Hole,  and 
on  Tuesday,  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley  killed  one, 
161b.,  besides  three  and  a  half  brace  of  trout,  one  of 
which  weighed  21b.  2oz.,  and  three  others  weighed 
over  lib.  each.  Mr.  Partridge  has  taken  some  tl-out 
on  his  private  water,  amongst  which  was  one  2Jlb. 
weight.  Salmon  have  been  lost  by  Mr.  Sword, 
amongst  others.  Prospects  all  round  seem  brighter! 
The  otter  hounds  (Mr.  Clay's  subscription  packj 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts,  ilounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitaole  selections  made  for  any  water 
E.Ktia  tine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  1  hold  scores  of  testimonials  i.jr  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-ti-out  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


have  been  having  some  sport.    Two  fine  otters  were 
accounted  for  the  other  day. — T.  R.  J. 
Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).— There  (is 

not  much  to  report  in  the  angling  line  from  the 
Wold  district.  Here  and  there  it  is  stated  that  the 
Cowdung  fly  is  to  be  seen  in  the  bright  sunshine, 
and  this  is  about  the  only  natural  fly  that  is  men- 
tioned. The  fish  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
March  Browns  or  February  Reds.  Bottom  fishing 
with  minnows  or  grubs  is  almost  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. I  hear  of  no  captures  of  any  importance,  but 
some  proprietors  have  done  a  little  stocking.  News 
of  angHng  at  other  places  is  scanty  and  dis- 
couraging. There  has  been  a  slight  rise  of  tempera- 
ture during  the  last  day  or  two,  and  a  change  may 
be  expected. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
up  to  the  end  of  last  week  was  very  unfavourable 
for  fishing,  especially  with  the  fly ;  although  these 
rivers  are  in  order  for  the  fly  not  many  fish  have  as 
yet  been  taken  by  this  mode  of  angling.  Several 
gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Darleydale  Club's 
water  have  only  secured  two  or  three  fish  each. 
Mr.  Kirkland  and  a  friend,  fishing  this  water  on 
Saturday,  April  25,  obtained  several  fish  with  worm 
for  bait.  Mr.  Dale,  fishing  the  Matlock  and  Crom- 
ford  Angling  Association's  water,  Matlock  Dale, 
landed  a  splendid  trout  weigliing  2lb.  lloz.,  and  on 
Tuesday,  April  28,  one  about  lib.  The  prospect  is 
now  very  good. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  KTidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Trout  fishing  has  greatly  improved 
since  last  week  end ;  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have 
been  running  very  low  and  clear.    On  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Yore  the  fish  do  not  rise  to  the  fly  as 
they  ought  to  do,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  backward 
season.    Very  little  has  been  doing  in.  the  lengths 
at  Hawes  and  Askrigg,  although  one  angler  caught 
sixteen  nice  trout  on  Saturday  (April  25).  The 
early  trout  flies  are  still  killing,  namely.  Early 
Brown,  Snipe  Bloa,  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Snipe 
and    Purple,    Waterhen    Bloa,    and  Checkwing 
Dun.     The    latter    is    a    splendid    fly  for  just 
now,    in    fact    several    anglers    I    know  prefer 
it  to  the  March  Brown.     On  lower  Yore,  in  the 
district  of  Wensley  and  Middleham,  a  few  rods  have 
been  out,  but  sport  is  only  moderate ;  but  the  Hon. 
A.  O.  Powlett  caught  sixteen  nice  trout  with  the 
fly  the  other  day.    On  Saturday  (April  25)  Mr. 
Home  got  a  nice  dish  of  trout  in  the  preserved  water 
at  Wensley.    The  tributary  of  the  Yore,  namely,  the 
Cover,  has  been  running  low  and  clear,  although 
one  or  two  nice  dishes  of  fish  have  been  caught  during 
the  week.    On  Saturday  (April  25)  Mr.  H.  Caley° 
the  well-known  north  coimtry  jockey,  caught  half  a 
dozen  trout  with  the  minnow  spun  on  the  Ariel 
flight.    Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  main  river 
between  Jervaulx  Abbey  and  Masham,  and  only 
moderate  sport  has  been  met  with  at  Huckfall. 
Tanfield,   and    Ripon.    Very    few  anglers  have 
ventured  out  at  Boroughbridge  and  Myton.  The 
river  Wharfe  has  been  low  and  clear  all  the  week. 
Rain  has  fallen  on  one  or  two  days,  but  has  not 
affected    the  river  as  the  groimd  soaks  every 
drop  that  has  fallen,  being  parched  owing  to  the 
want  of  rain.    In  the  upper  reaches  sport  has  been 
very  fair  at  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods,  and  llkley. 
Fiy-fishinghas  beenfairlygood,  considering  the  frosty 
nights  have  kept  insect  life  down;  consequently 
very  few  fish  are  seen  rising.  Several  of  the  members 
of  the  llkley  have  been  out,  and  one  or  two  very 
nice  baskets  have  been  caught.    The  best  basket  I 
have  h3ard  of  has  been  one  of  sixteen  fish  caught  with 
the  fly  on  Monday  last.  The  following  flies  have  been 
found  to  be  useful:  Waterhen  Bloa,  Orange  and 
Yellow    Partridges,   with    tinsel  Dark  Watchet. 
Snipe  Bloa,  March  Brown,  and  hackled  Olive  Bloa. 
Very  few  rods  have  been  seen  at  Otley,  Poole," 
Hare  wood,  and  Collingham  Bridge,  and  those  that 
have  been  out  report  that  sport  is  very  poor.  One 
or  two  trout  are  being  got,  and  that  is  all.  Lower 
down  several    of    the    week-end    anglers  have 
been  paying  a  visit    to    Tadcaster    and  Ulles- 
keif.    Sport  has  been  poor  amongst  the  bottom 
fishers ;  the   best   basket   caught  fell  to  Mr.  B. 
Ellis,  which  was  quite  a  mixed  lot,  containing  a. 
fiounder  15oz.,  one  trout  8oz.,  one  pike  31b.,  and  the 
same  angler  caught  a  bream  weighing  close  upon 
41b.,  which  was  duly  returned  to  the  water,  besides 
landing  eels  and  Tommy  Ruffs.    The  river  Nidd 
has  been  clear  and  in  fair  ordsr ;  a  few  nice  dishes 
of  fish    have  been    caught    with    the    fly  and 
minnow.    In  the  Harrogate  length  some  nice  sport 
has  been  met  with  at  Ribston.     Mr.  J.  Fen  wick 
on  Tuesday  last  had  nice  sport  with  the  trout,  his 
basket  containing  ten  fish,  the  heaviest  weighing 
lib.    Very   little   has    been  done  on  the  Swale; 
anghng  has  bsen  quite  at  a  standstill,  the  weather 
being  still  cold ;  the  water  remains  low  and  clear. 
The  Rye  and  Derwent   are    both   running  low 
and  clear,  but  some  fair  sport  has  been  had, 
several    anglers^  basketing  .  from   three  to  five 
brace    of    tish.     Rain   fell    on  Monday,  Tues- 
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day,  and  Wednesday  (April  27,  28,  and  29),  but 

has  not  affected  the  rivers  very  much  ;  the  weather 
is  also  changeable,  and  until  it  gets  warmer  sport 
will  not  improve.  The  best  flies  for  the  present  are 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa, 
Dark  Watchet,  Orange  and  Yellow  Partridges,  the 
same  dressed  with  tinsel  as  well,  and  the  Checkwing 
Dun. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street.  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Some  good  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  have  been  got  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Liddle,  also  several  good  catches  have  been 
made  in  the"  Kershopefoot  water,  and  in  the  lower 
stretches  below  Penton  Bridge.  Fishing  in  the 
Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk  the  Rev.  W.  Vale  Bag- 
shaw,  staying  at  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel, 
Langholm,  on  Saturday  creeled  twelve  yellow 
trout  in  Langholm  water.  On  Monday,  April  27, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradshaw  caught  nineteen  yellow 
trout  in  the  Tarras,  and  on  Tuesday,  April  28,  had 
a  like  number  in  the  same  water ;  also  on  Friday, 
in  the  Tarras,  Mr.  Bagshaw  caught  fourteen  yellow 
trout  and  a  similar  number  in  the  Liddle,  all  in 
good  condition.  Fishing  in  Ewes,  close  to  Lang- 
holm. Mr.  D.  Anderson  had  seven  yellow  trout, 
and  in  the  Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  S. 
McKune,  of  Gilnockie,  landed  a  newly-run  salmon. 
In  the  remaining  waters  of  the  Association,  namely, 
the  tributaries  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle,  bait  fishing 
opens  on  June  1.  Mr.  Douglas,  of  the  Eskdale,  Lang- 
holm, prognosticates  a  good  angling  season. — 
Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— On  Mr.  Porter's  fishings 
at  Mamoch  Lodge,  Mr.  J.  W.  Budd  had  a  salmon 
of  81b.,  two  sea-trout  ,21b.,  and  forty-seven  yellow 
trout  scaling  251b.  On  the  Corniehaugh  section, 
Col.  C.  Dixon  grassed  a  salmon  of  9Jlb.  on  April  20. 
Mr.  Latham  and  party  for  the  week  creeled  118 
trout  scaling  691b. — Retrop. 

 ■ — •  During  the  past  week  there  has  been 

a  marked  improvement  in  the  weather,  and  pros- 
pects look  brighter.  In  the  beginning  of  this  week 
genial  showers  of  rain  fell,  and  the  keen  frosts  that 
we  have  been  experiencing  for  some  time  have 
almost  disappeared.  The  water,  which  is  in  larger 
volume,  is  clearing  away  the  silting  in  the  channel, 
and  the  entrance  at  the  sea  is  not  so  distorted,  so 
that  fish  will  ascend  in  larger  numbers.  We  hear 
that  of  late  some  good  baskets  of  yellow  and  sea-trout 
and  a  few  salmon  have  been  got,  principally  in  the 
middle  sections  of  the  river.  Last  week,  Mr.  Maitland 
and  Captain  Fleming,  fishing  on  the  Fife  Arms 
Hotel,  Banff,  water,  had  very  good  sport,  and  on 
Monday  last  (April  27)  they  had  a  basket  of  211b. 
The  net  fishings  on  the  river  this  week  also  showed 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  salmon  killed.  Along 
the  coast  the  fishermen  have  been  able  to  replace 
the  bag  nets  which  were  cut  up  by  the  late  storm, 
and  at  the  end  of  last  week  and  the  beginning  of 
the  present  at  some  of  the  stations  fair  hauls  have 
been  got.  Several  of  the  salmon  were  of  good 
weight,  the  heaviest  scaling  301b. — H.  W. 

 (Huntly). — The  weather  fojthelastfortnight 

has  not  been  at  all  pleasant  for  anglers,  rather  the 
reverse,  yet  it  did  not  prevent  some  from  going  out 
almost  daily.  Their  success  was  wonderful,  con- 
sidering the  weather,  having  baskets  from  51b. 
upwards.  Mr.  W.  H.  Payne's  two  best  baskets  last 
week  were  :  Wednesday,  twenty-one  trout,  101b. ; 
Friday,  twenty-eight  trout,  111b.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stanley  Roberts  (Gordon  Arms  Hotel)  are  enjoying 
sport,  and  had  yesterday  (Tuesday)  12 Jib.  of  trout, 
eight  of  which  weighed  71b.,  heaviest  lib.  lOoz. 
Mr.  Davidson  had  a  nice  salmon  of  8Jlb.,  and  lost 
another  one  at  gaffing.  Rev.  Andrew  Keogh,  fishing 
Colonel  Forbes',  of  Rothiemay,  water,  had  on  Satur- 
day last  forty-six  trout,  weighing  231b.,  and  on 
Monday,  for  a  few  hours,  had  HJlb.,  heaviest  trout 
lib.  On  Monday  last  it  rained  all  day,  and  on 
Tuesday  the  Deveron  and  its  tributaries  were  in  full 
flood.  Given  fine  weather  anglers  expect  good 
sport. — Drake  Wing. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).  —  The  severe  frosty 
weather  has  at  last  given  way  to  genial  showers. 
Eight  members  of  the  Perth  Club  killed  with  fly 
twenty-seven  trout,  341b.  12oz.  First,  Mr.  Jas. 
Howe,  twelve  trout,  141b.,  mostly  caught  on  the 
Woodcock  and  Green  fly.  Second,  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch,  five  trout,  71b.  4oz.  Heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J. 
Donald,  21b.  lOoz.  Edinburgh  Breadalbane,  with 
fourteen  rods,  had  with  fly  thirty-two  trout, 
401b.  4oz.  First,  Mr.  G.  J.  Cargey,  seven  trout,  91b. 
Heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J.  Millar,  21b.  8oz.  Other 
clubs  which  competed  were  less  successful.  Few 
private  parties  have  been  out.  The  best  catches 
were  made  by  Mr.  J.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan, 
sixteen  trout,  201b. ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Wright,  Kinross, 
six  trout,  71b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Gray.  Kinross,  five  trout, 
61b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  G.  Watson,  Kelty,  five,  trout,  51b. — 
ROBT.  Laino. 
Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  If  .B.).— Fishing  Loch 


Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  April  21,  Mr. 
Tilston's  boatmen  killed  two  salmon  weighing  91b. 
and  lOlb.  On  the  22nd  they  landed  one  of  261b. ; 
on  the  23rd  one  of  101b.  ;  and  on  the  24th  one  of 

igjlb.— S.  TiLSTON. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— Fishing,  from  Killin 
Hotel,  Loch  Tay,  on  April  20,  Mr.  Allan  had  one  of 
241b.,  and  Mr.  Timmis  two,  161b.  and  201b.  On 
April  21  Mr.  Eley  had  one  of  171b.  On  April  24 
Mr.  Norman  Scott  had  one  of  121b. — H.  J.  IInight. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  in  spate  and 
angling  out  of  the  question  for  the  nonce.  The 
change  is  all  the  more  welcome  in  view  of  the  near 
approach  of  the  grilse  season,  the  first  of  which  was 
got  in  the  nets  at  Don  mouth  last  week  and  scaled 
3^lh.    The  trout  season,  hitherto  a  blanlc,  will  now 
have  a  chance  of  redeeming  itself.    Dee. — On  the 
Braemar  and  the  King's  water  at  Balmoral,  fairly 
good  sport  was  got  last  week.    In  the  Invercauld 
water  (Braemar)  Sir  Henry  Meredith,  Bart.,  creeled 
two  of  71b.  and  121b.  ;  while  Lamont  and  some 
others  have  had  one  or  two  on  the  Fife  water.  On 
the  Ballater  section  splendid  sport  was  got  up  to 
Saturday  last  by  Mr.  Bristowe's  party.    On  Thurs- 
day thej  had  seventeen  fish  scaling  up  to  201b.,  and 
on  other  days  five  and  six  of  average  weights.  On 
the  Dinnet  section,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laming  had  two 
of  81b.  and  lOlb.,  and  three  of  similar  weights; 
while  Messrs.  King  and  Hare  are  also  doing  fairly 
well.    On  the  Glentana  beat,  Mr.  and  Miss  Coates, 
Paisley,  have  met  with  fair  sport,  landing  several 
fish  daily.    On  the  Aboyne  section  sport  continues 
very  good,  there  having  only  been  one  blank  day 
this  season.    On  Saturday,  April  25,  Mr.  Bush  had 
one  of  91b.,  on  Monday,  two  of  71b.  and  81b.,  and  on 
Tuesday,  one  of  91b. ;  while  Captain  Hughes  had 
two  of  7ilb.  and  91b.,  and  one  of  81b.  ;  Mr.  Old- 
field,  one  of  16ilb. ;  and  Mr.  Belk,  two  of  9 Jib. 
and  141b.    On  the  Ballogie  waters,  including  the 
Commonty  section,  for  the  week  ending  Saturday 
(April  25),  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fitzwilliam,  who  has  since 
gone  south,  had  two,  of  91b.  and  9Jlb.,  Captain 
Fitzwilliam  one  of  151b.  and  five  scaling  from  7^lh. 
to  111b.,  and  the  Hon.  Eric  Fitzwilliam  one  of  81b. 
and  two  of  8 Jib.  and  131b.  ;  while  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Fitzwilliam  had  two  of  81b.  and  one  of  71b.,  and 
Lady  Mabel  Smith  one  of  81b.    On  the  Cairnton 
and  Woodend  sections  a  record  spring  fishing  is 
still  being  added  to,  while  Colonel  de  la  Cherris  and 
friend,  on  the  Upper  Blackball  water,  have  had  one 
or  two  of  average  weights.    Fish  have  been  scarce 
on  the  lower  pools,  but  are  now  running  more 
freely.    Don. — The  river  is  out  of  order.    In  spite 
of  the  inclement  weather  lately  some  one  or  two 
anglers  were  lucky  enough  to  make  good  baskets  of 
trout.    On  April  24,  Mr.  Newlands,  Aberdeen,  had 
fifteen  trout,  weighing  141b.,  in  addition  to  a  salmon 
of  101b.,  on  the  Parkhill  section.    On  the  Castle 
Forbes,  Kintore,  and  Alford  waters  fair  sport  was 
got  considering  the  conditions,  the  average  basket 
being  about  61b.  daily.    Deveron. — On  the  Rothie- 
may water,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dent,  London,  have  met 
with  but  indifferent  sport.    However,  the  trout 
fishing  has  been  on  the  whole  fairly  good.    One  day 
last  week  they  had  a  kelt  of  121b.  and  another  of 
6Jlb.  on  trouting  tackle,  the  former  of  which  was 
accordingly  returned. — G.  M. 

South-West  of  Scotland. — The  weather  and  the 
state  of  the  waters  have  been  against  good  sport 
generally  in  the  rivers  of  this  district,  though  one 
or  two  anglers  have  had  some  fine  catches  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  private  stretches  of  the  Annan.  Mr. 
Jackson  had  a  beautiful  basket  of  yellow  trout  in 
Hoddom  Castle  water  of  the  Annan  on  Friday 
(April  24)  with  fly,  and  Mr.  Carswell,  Glasgow, 
had  about  a  dozen  with  the  worm.  The 
keeper  (Alexander  Dalziel)  had  a  baker's  dozen 
in  the  same  water  on  Saturday  (April  25) ; 
Mr.  Thomson,  Glasgow,  had  a  nice  catch  of  trout  in 
another  reach  of  the  Annan  on  Monday  (April  27). 
In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  Mr.  Hallet,  of  Moffat, 
had  a  number  of  heavy  baskets  of  yellow  trout  last 
week.  One  of  his  catches  weighed  upwards 
of  101b.  the  other  day.  Mr.  Hallet  and  friend  had 
also  fair  sport  on  Tuesday  (April  28)  in  the  Annan. 
In  the  Dumfries  Nith  angling  is  rather  poor  all 
round.  The  chief  tributary,  the  Cairn-Cluden,  is 
too  low  and  clear  for  the  fly,  but  a  few  trout  are 
being  taken  with  the  clear-water  worm.  In  the 
Closeburn  waters  of  the  Nith  a  few  yellow  trout 
have  fallen  to  the  rods.  The  Galloway  rivers  of  the 
Stewartry  are  extremely  low  and  clear,  and  sport 
is  reported  to  be  of  no  account  this  week.  My 
Ayrshire  correspondent  reports  that  angling  is  at  a 
standstill  in  their  waters.  East  winds  and  low 
streams  have  been  most  unfavourable  for  sport  this 
week.  On  the  locha  little  or  nothing  is  doing. — 
Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  Tay  is  at  present  in  first-rate  order, 
but  the  sport  got  has  not  been  quite  so  good  as  the 
previous  week.  Towards  the  end  of  last  week  the 
river  got  somewhat  low,  but  on  Monday  there  wasja 
considerable  fall  of  rain  in  the  Tay  district  which 


brought  the  river  out  about  two  feet,  enabling  some 
of  the  salmon  which  have  been  lying  in  the  pools 
in  the  middle  reaches  to  move  to  the  upper  reaches. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  reported 
during  the  past  week  : — Fishing  Stobhall  water  on 
April  22,  the  Duchess  of  Bedford  killed  one  salmon 
of  91b.,  and  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  fishing  same 
water  on  April  24,  had  another  of  similar  weight. 
Mr.  M.  S.  Mackenzie,  from  Stanley  Hotel,  fishing 
Burnmouth  Stobhall  water,  on  April  23,  landed  one 
salnaon  of  141b.,  and  fishing  Benchill  water,  on 
April  22,  the  same  gentleman  had  two  salmon 
191b.  and  181b.  Fishing  Upper  Stanley  water  on 
April  24,  Mr.  J.  Henry  Douglas  landed  one  salmon 
of  Ifllb.,  and  another  of  151b.  on  the  lower  beat  the 
following  day.  The  boatman,  fishing  Battleby  water 
on  April  22,  landed  one  fish  of  191b.  Battleby  beat 
this  season  has  fished  exceptionally  well.  Mr. 
Arch.  Coats  and  friends  have  up  till  now  killed 
fifty-one  salmon,  and  considering  that  there  were 
three  weeks  that  no  angling  was  done  on  account 
of  the  floods,  it  is  remarkably  good  sport  for  Tay 
spring  fishing. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Sown)  —  There  has 
been  little  trout-fishing  on  these  waters  as  yet.  On 
Wednesday,  April  22,  Colonel  Alison  caught  six  fish 
averaging  lib.  each  on  BurrenLake.  On  Saturday, 
April  25,  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy,  hon.  sec.  Belfast 
Anglers,  j'our  correspondent  and  a  boatman, 
netted  Magherahamlet  Lake  for  pike.  Some  dozen 
shots  of  the  net  only  took  about  twenty  small  pike, 
and  one  of  about  31b.  was  taken  in  a  trammel  or 
set  net.  One  little  female  of  about  three  ounces 
was  full  of  spawn.  There  seems  to  be  a  fair  head 
head  of  trout  in  this  lake,  which  contains  about 
50  acres. — J.  A.  B. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).— The  rain  of  the  past 
few  days  has  raised  the  river  considerably,  and 
excellent  sport  should  be  had  during  the  coming 
week.  On  the  lower  waters,  A.  J.  Reid  had  two 
salmon  of  131b.  and  141b.  ;  F.  C.  Stenning,  three  of 
101b.,  111b.  and  121b.:  J.  M.  McCarthy,  two  of 
9Jlb.  and  101b.;  T.  Olliffe,  one  of  ISJlb.;  and  T. 
Lane,  one  of  101b.  On  the  upper  waters  a  good 
number  of  salmon  were  also  taken,  but  our  report 
has  not  come  to  hand  in  time. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — For  the  past  fortnight 
cold  east  wind,  bright  sunshine,  and  frost  at  night 
have  been  experienced,  and  all  the  tributary  streams 
have  been  reduced  to  summer  level.  Trout  have 
been  rising  badly  to  the  fly  on  the  Moyola  and 
Ballinderry,  and  the  few  that  have  been  caught 
were  on  very  small  Olive  Quills  and  Dark  Olives. 
The  main  river  has  fallen  2  J  feet,  and  the  shallows 
at  Kilrea  and  Movanagher  are  in  order.  The  first 
run  of  spring  salmon  has  come  in  from  the  sea,  and 
five  were  caught  in  the  cribs  at  Coleraine,  ranging 
from  181b.  to  301b.  A  few  have  passed  up  the  river 
as  they  have  been  seen  rising  on  the  cast  below  the 
weir  at  Kilrea.  As  I  write,  rain  is  falling  and  the 
frost  has  ceased.  There  should  be  some  sport  in 
the  coming  week. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  are  low  and 
clear,  the  little  rain  that  fell  on  Wednesday  (April 
29),  not  being  sufficient  to  raise  them.  Fishing  the 
Woodbxirn  Dams,  on  Saturday  (April  25),  Mr.  J.  W. 
Heaney  killed  seven  trout  up  to  31b.,  and  Mr.  J.  D. 
Kirk  had  five  up  to  21b.  One  small  fish  in  the 
latter  gentleman's  Jake  is  supposed  to  be  a  hybrid 
between  a  brown  trout  and  a  rainbow.  It  has  been 
sent  to  London  for  inspection.  At  Kellswater,  on 
April  27,  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor  had  seven  nice  trout  up 
to  21b.  and  Mr.  T.  Topping  had  five.— J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— The  Bund- 
drowes  river  continues  in  fine  fishing  ply,  and  there 
is  an  abundance  of  fresh  run  sahnon  in  the  pools. 
T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  six  splendid  salmon 
during  the  past  week,  ranging  in  weight  from  101b. 
to  141b. ;  W.  Despard  (keeper)  landed  three  salmon 
on  April  24  and  25  of  141b.,  131b.,  and  111b.  Some 
excellent  gillarooe  and  brown  trout  fishing  was  also 
enjoyed  by  anglers  on  the  river. — M.  Roqan  and 
Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 

is  at  present  in  perfect  fishing  order,  and  some 
beautiful  specimens  of  the  Erne  brown  trout  were 
taken  by  the  anglers  out  on  the  river  during  the 
past  week.  Salmon  fishing  begins  on  the  Erne  this 
month. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons, 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  rather 
low  and  clear  for  past  week,  consequently  there  has 
been  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  salmon  taken, 
but  the  weather  has  now  broken,  and  as  we  write, 
the  river  is  in  nice  flood,  and  a  good  run  of  fresh 
fish  are  passing  over  the  weirs.  On  Ashton  waters, 
W.  T.  Crawshay  had  one  salmon  of  91b.,  and  Mrs. 
Crawshay  one  of  8Jlb.  On  Mashonaglas,  H.  Austen, 
one  of  101b.  ;  and  Mr.  Lyons,  three  of  61b.,  71b.  and 
nib.  On  Lord  Ardilaun's  water,  J.  B.  Massey 
had  seven,  averaging  91b.     On  Warren's  Court 
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W.  A.  Soames  and  party  had  sixteen,  averaging 
91b.  At  Carrigadrohid,  F.  St.  Leger  Carter  had 
five  of  4Jlb.,  "Silb.,  7^1b.,  91b.,  and  lOJlb.  ;  and 
Mrs.  St.  Leger  Carter,  two  of  9lb.  and  2Jlb.  On 
Nettleville,  H.  Welch  Thornton  had  one  o'f  7|!b.  ; 
and  Robert  Nettles,  one  of  71b.  On  Ardrum. 
Samuel  Haynes  had  one  of  151b.  At  the  Water- 
works, J.  McAulifi  had  one  and  R.  Murphy  one. — ■ 
W.  Haynes  amd  Son. 

IiOMgh  Corrib. — The  season  opened  on  Feb.  1, 
and  for  the  first  three  weeks  the  professional  fisher- 
men (about  thirty  in  number)  averaged  21b.  per 
day  per  man.  For  the  next  six  weeks  the  weather 
was  very  bad,  and  the  average  take  was  a  little 
over  lib.  per  day  per  man.  Since  then  the  fishing 
is  rapidly  improving,  and  the  average  is  well  over 
21b.  per  man.  The  trout  are  beginning  to  rise 
freely  at  the  artificial  fly,  and  several  large  trout 
have  been  taken  both  by" fly  and  troll.  Up  to  date 
thirty-nine  pike  have  been  netted  by  the  C.F.A. 
bailiffs  weighing  6).  51b.  There  is  every  prospect  of 
a  good  fishing  season,  and  rooms  at  all  the  hotels 
are  being  booked  in  advance. — S.  B.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (WaterviUe,  co.  Kerry). — 
A  welcome  change  has  set  in.  Salmon  are  rising 
better,  and  the  following  fish  have  been  had  : 
April  24,  James  T.  Leary,  two  salmon,  10 Jib.  and 
lO^lb.  April  27,  Mr.  J.  H.  Bona,  one,  12Jlb.,  and 
James  T.  Leaxy,  one,  111b.  Brown  trout  have 
afforded  good  sport.  Water  in  nice  order  and 
prospects  for  next  few  days  much  improved. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Louffhs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Owmg 
to  favourable  weather,  accompanied  with  April 
showers,  fishing  above  water  has  been  very  good; 
trout  are  rising  well  to  the  artificial  fly.  Captain 
Windham,  fishing  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Cion- 
bur,  on  April  27,  caught  trout  up  to  51b.  A'brace 
of  gillaroo  of  this  weight  has  been  sent  to  Cooper 
and  Sons,  Naturalists,  London,  to  be  stufled. — 
J.  A.  J. 

IiOUgli  MelTin.  —  Sport  was  again  excellent  on 
the  lake  during  the  past  week,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Walker 
had  some  grand  sport,  landing  the  following  number 
of  beautiful  fresh-run  salmon  on  April  22,  23  and 
24:— 91b.,  71b.,  lOJlb-,  81b.,  91b.,  81b.,  and  a 
magnificent  salmon  of  19|lb.  weight  .  Three  of  the 
above  salmon  were  landed  on  April  24  (one  day's 
fishing).  Mr.  Walker  also  landed  a  handsome  trout 
(Salmo  fercx),  weighing  71b.,  on  the,  same  day. 
Dr.  Haughton  Smith  landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  and 
a  nice  trout  {Salmo  ferox),  of  51b.,  on  April  22  and 
23.  Mr.  St.  G.  Johnston  landed  one  salmon  on  April 
22.  Mr.  Alfred  Stubbs  landed  a  trout  (Salmo  ferox), 
of  41b.  on  April  27.  Mr.  Curran  landed  two  salmon 
of  91b.  and  111b.  on  April  24  and  27,  and  Mr.  J.  M. 
landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  on  April  25.  Trouting 
all  over  the  lake  was  first-rate  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  anglers  out  from  Belleek,  Ballyshannon, 
Garrison,  Bundoran,  &c.,  had  splendid  baskets  of 
gillarooes  and  brown  trout  daily.  Amongst  the 
most  successful  anglers  were  Major  Hamilton,  Bed- 
fordshire Regiment  ;  Dr.  R.  Creighton,  Mr.  Bret- 
land,  Mr.  H.  and  Mr,  W.  Lipsett,  Dr.  Whiteford, 
Mr.  John  Paterson.  Mr.  W.  Neely,  Mr.  Hughes,  and 
several  other  anglers.  Sport  at  time  of  writing  con- 
tinues good — both  salmon  and  trout. — M.  Kogan 
AND  Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina).— Water  in  good  order,  with  lots 
of  fish  in  the  pools.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  got  a  good 
fish  on  Thursday  (April  23),  and  lost  two  more ; 
on  Lough  Conn  the  fishing  is  very  good  at 
Cloghans,  the  catch  for  the  week  being  sixteen 
trout,  16£lb.,  one  salmon,  llflb.,  seven  pike,  27ilb., 
twenty  trout,  21|lb.,  and  four  salmon,  3l»lb., 
for  two  rods,  and  lost  several  fish.  The  fishing 
would  be  better  but  the  wind  is  north-east  and 
cold.  The  weather  is  improving  at  present,  and 
sport  is  sure  to  improve. — John  Devebs. 

Uoy,  Iionghs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  and  loughs  in  good  trim  ;  weather 
unsettled.  Mr.  Scroop  one  salmon,  14lb. ;  Mr.  Skerry 
two,  101b.,  151b. ;  Mr.  Walsh  one,  15lb. ;  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wilson  one,  81b. ;  Mr.  Roach  two,  lUb.,  171b. ;  Mr. 
Foster  three,  91b.,  131b.,  16Jlb.  Some  nice  takes  of 
trout  were  got  also,  best  take  for  one  rod  ten,  141b., 
largest.  4)b.  Mr.  Fen  three  jack,  largest  221b.  As 
I  write  the  above  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  had  another 
salmon,  101b.  The  killing  flies  are  Gosshawk  and 
King  Edward. — Pat  Heaknes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — Anglers 
have  now  no  reason  to  complam  of  the  weather,  as 
we  have  had  some  soft  rain  which  has  taken  away 
all  the  cold  and  perishing  east  winds.  On  April  24 
Mr.  Hooper  killed  on  Mr.  Henry's  preserves  a 
handsome  salmon  of  171b.,  and  on  April  25  Sir 
Felix  Semon  got  one  of  251b.  on  Mr.  Vmter's  water. 
Mr.  George  ^McCulloch  and  Master  Alie  McCuUoch 
have  returned  to  London.  We  shall  have  the  Stone 
Or  Cinnamon  fly  to  the  fore  in  a  few  days  when 
stream  trout  fishers  will  have  good  sport  among 
the  white  and  brown  beauties. — S.  J.  Hukley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  now  mild. 


with  some  rain,  but  the  conditions  are  rather  in 
favour  of  the  angler.  On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  nine  salmon,  25Jlb.,  13^1b.,  151b.,  151b.,  221b., 
17^1b.,  12Jlb.,  201b.,  161b.  On  Prospect  Mr.  C.  G. 
Nix  killed  a  salmon  of  91b.  On  Newgarden  Mr. 
W.  C.  Jones  killed  two  salmon,  34 Jib.  and  36 Jib.  ; 
on  the  same  fishery  Mr.  W.  Piers  Jones  killed  one 
salmon  of  301b.  On  Hermitage  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones 
killed  two  salmon,  291b.  and  321b.  On  the 
SummerhiU  fishery  Mr.  J.  L.  Ingham  killed  two 
salmon,  91b.  and  23Jlb.  On  the  Castle  fishery 
Mr.  J..  L.  Ingham  killed  two  salmon,  221b.  and 
261b. ;  on  the  same  fishery  Mr.  C.  G.  Wickham 
killed  two  salmon,  151b.  and  311b.  On  the 
World's  End  fishery  Major  F.  Wormald  killed 
one  salmon,  141b.  On  Landscape,  Mr.  C.  G.  Nix 
killed  one  salmon,  19 Jib.  On  the  Parteen  fishery, 
Capt.  J.  Bayly  killed  one  salmon,  14ilb.  The  34Jlb. 
salmon  killed  by  Mr,  W.  0.  Jones,  on  Newgarden, 
was  hooked  by  the  back  fin,  and,  as  may  be  expected, 
the  ensuing  bout  was  a  hard  one.  The  tussel  lasted 
about  twenty-five  minutes  before  the  salmon  was 
brought  close  enough  to  be  gaffed.  In  last  week's 
report  an  error  was  made  in  reporting  Mr.  C.  G. 
Wickham  as  having  killed  a  251b.  salmon  on  the 
Castle  fishery.  The  weight  should  have  been  given 
as  351b. — John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Suir. — The  Suir  wasj  in  fair  order  for  salmon 
fishing  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  week. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Charteris,  of  Cahir  Park  Lodge,  and  party, 
up  to  March  24,  had  killed  thirty-seven  fish — four- 
teen of  from  91b.  to  261b.,  on  Cahir  Park  water  ; 
thirteen  of  from  81b.  to  231b.,  on  the  "Neddins"; 
and  ten  of  from  121b.  to  271b.,  on  the  Newcastle 
reaches. — J.  A.  B. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux. — This  week  the  Rhone  Valley  waters 
have  been  rather  low  and  clear,  particularly  that  of 
the  Stockalper^  the  weed-beds  of  the  bottom  show- 
ing in  many  places  at  the  surface.  On  my  last 
visit  to  it  small  trout  chiefly  were  moving,  and 
even  these  not  taking  well.  Before  leaving  it  I 
found  that  its  water  had  been  turned  the  day 
previous  into  its  old  channel,  which,  having  been 
made  deeper,  accounted  for  the  want  of  water 
above.  It  was  said  in  the  presence  of  a  couple  of 
gendarmes  that  several  trout  had  been  netted  near 
Vouvry,  where  the  recent  presence  of  a  dredger 
would  augur  ill  for  the  chances  of  fishing  in  that 
hitherto  undisturbed  part  of  the  streani.  On 
April  20  the  Colonel  got  a  nice  trout  of  12in.  in  one 
of  the  Vouvry  reaches,  and  I  hear  of  six  i-pounders 
having  been  met  with  in  a  little  spate  in  the  Eau- 
froid  on  the  23rd,  the  first  catch  I  have  heard  of 
there  this  season.  Failing  the  Stockalper,  anglers 
in  these  parts  will  have  to  devote  attention  to  the 
Rhone  and  the  Vaudeis,  neither  of  which  are  often 
in  fly  fishing  order  after  the  snow  on  the  mountains 
begins  to  melt. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — Mackerel  are  coming  in  closer  and 
are  being  caught  in  the  Soimd,  although  not  in 
great  numbers ;  several  have  been  caught  between 
the  Breakwater  Lighthouse  and  Redding  Point, 
and  also  near  Penlee  Point.  Spring  pollack,  I  hear, 
are  getting  plentiful,  and  many  boats  can  be  seen 
daily  at  the  east  end  of  the  Breakwater,  and  also 
around  the  buoys  in  the  middle  of  the  Sound  ;  they 
seem  to  be  taking  the  baby  sand-eel.  Now  that 
the  mackerel  have  shown  closer  to  the  shore  we 
shall  get  the  scad,  or  horse-mackerel,  as  they  always 
follow  the  schools  of  mackerel  about.  Turbot  and 
brill  are  considered  to  be  in  prime  condition  during 
this  month,  as  they  are  full  of  roe.  The  list  of 
edible  fish  for  this  month  include  trout,  peel,  salmon, 
scad,  mackerel,  conger,  eel,  smelt,  thornback,  ray, 
pouting,  hake,  brUl,  turbot,  dab,  and  all  shellfish. — 
WiixiAM  Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociaf  ions 

(SPECiAii  Meetings), 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION— 

The  General  Committee  will  meet  on  Monday 
next.  May  4,  at  8.30  p.m.  Sub-committees  will 
be  elected  at  this  meeting.  A  full  attendance  is 
requested. 

The  Guide  Book  for  the  new  season  is  now  in 
course  of  preparation.  Advertisements  for  same 
must  he  sent  to  me  without  delay;  also,  will 
secietaiiss  of  clubs  please  notify  me  of  any  altera- 
tion of  address  of  headquarters,  or  of  any  other 
matter  which  they  think  should  be  corrected. — 
R.  G.  WooDKtirr. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY— 

The  committee  met  on  Friday  last  when  only 
^  one  case  was  brought  forward  and  reUeved.  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  receipt 


from  boxes  of  £2,  Blackfriars  Angling  Society; 
£3  153.  6d.,  Stepney;  £3  13s.,  Edmonton  and 
Tottenham;  £2  73.  6d.,  Amicable  Waltonians ; 
ajid  donations  of  £1  Is.,  Philip  Goen,  Esq. ;  lOs.  6d., 
IzaakWalton  Angling  Society;  (U.,  North  Camber- 
well  Angling  Society  ;  and  5?.,  C.  Steven-s,  Esq. 
The  distribution  of  prizes  passed  off  mo.st  success- 
fully under  the  able  presidency  of  C.  A.  Medcalf, 
Esq.  I  am  deferring  sending  membership  lists  to 
clubs  until  balance-sheet  is  ready,  which  I  expect 
will  be  in  about  a  fortnight. — W.  H.  Babbek. 

Bbitish  Sea  Anqlees'  Society — 

The  usual  ordinary  meeting  of  members  was 
held  on  Wednesday  at  the  society's  rooms  in 
Fetter  Lane.  Mr.  R.  I.  Gordon  in  the  chair. 
Reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  Plymouth, 
East  Looe,  and  Penzance  were  read,  and  personal 
reports  of  sea-fishing  bv  members  received.  Mr. 
Tautz,  at  Tynemouth,  had  but  moderate  sport, 
mostly  small  pollack.  With  his  friend  he  tried 
alternate  fishing  with  artificial  and  natural  bait, 
and  found  that  on  both  days  and  by  different 
persons  the  fish  were  taken  by  the  artificial  and 
and  not  by  the  natural  bait.  The  trawlers  were 
taking  pouting,  skate,  brill  and  dabs.  Codling  and 
dabs  had  been  taken  by  a  member  oSJIargate,  but 
very  cold  weather  and  strong  winds  had  caused  the 
fishing  to  be  very  poor.  Inquiry  was  made  by 
some  members  as  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society,  and  very  full  information  as  to  its 
constitution  and  practice  and  position  was  kindly 
furnished  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  who  spoke  in 
full  sympathy  with  their  aims.  Mr.  Pickup 
announced  that  the  committee  had  arranged  for 
a  musical  evening  at  the  society's  rooms  for 
Wednesday,  May  13,  and  expressed  the  hope 
that  aU  the  winners  at  the  November  Deal  Com- 
petition would  attend  to  receive  their  medals 
which,  at  last,  had  been  received  from  the.  makers. 
A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  a  member, 
Mr.  Dibble,  for  a  handsomely  framed  copy  of  the 
pictured  "  Fishes  of  the  World,"  mounted  with 
the  letterpress  of  the  descriptions — a  handsome 
addition  to  the  no  longer  bare  walls.  Yet  there 
is  room  for  more.  Mr.  Tucker  produced  some 
dried  lugworm  he  was  in  the]  habit  of  preparing 
and  using  when  bait  was  scarce  or  unobtainable, 
and  described  the  process  of  preparation.  Severed 
members  confirmed  his  statement  of  its  usefulness, 
and  stated  that  it  was  somewhat  extensively  used 
on  the  south  coast.  The  "Baroness  de  Worms," 
at  Deal,  prepares  them  and  describes  the  process 
as  "squeezing  their  ends  and  making  them  sick." 
A  successful  subscription  list  among  the  members 
to  present  Miss  Hanger  with  a  small  wedding 
present  was  brought  forward  and  received 
additions.  Much  sympathy  and  regret  was 
shown  by  members  at  the  sudden  and  untimely 
decease  of  ilr.  Hanbury,  the  new  Minister 
designate  of  fisheries.  Much  good  work  had  been 
expected  from  his  well-known  abihties  and  strong 
desire  to  do  the  people's  work.  It  was  also  stated 
among  members  that  the  Weymouth  Angling 
Association  had  become  affiliated  to  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society.  Careful  arrangements  have 
been  made,  as  will  be  remembered,  to  provide  for 
these  affiliations  upon  mutually  beneficial  terms, 
and  it  is  expected  that  this  instance  will  be  followed 
by  numerous  other  local  societies,  thus  establish- 
ing a  connection  with  this  powerful  body. — Hon. 
Repobteb. 
City  os  London  Pisoatobiai,  Society — 

A  very  pleasant  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  was 
presided  over  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell,  a 
vice-president  of  the  society.  Much  business  was 
transacted  relating  to  negotiations  and  investiga- 
tions re  fishing  waters,  results  to  be  reported  at  a 
future  meeting.  A  gentleman  was  proposed  for 
membership,  and  the  library  received  an  addition 
—  handed  in  last  week  —  from  Mr.  Bentley. 
A  list  of  members  willing  f.o  read  papers 
before  the  society  was  prepared,  but,  in  view 
of  meeting  of  committee  on  May  5,  the  secretary 
will  be  glad  to  receive  further  names  at  once 
so  that  dates  may  be  arranged  on  new 
programme.  The  chairman  read  important  com- 
munications he  had  received  relating  to  sea  fishing 
and  to  the  destruction  of  immature  fish,  caused 
by  trawling,  etc.,  exhibiting,  in  this  connection, 
specimens  of  nets  causing  the  mischief.  Members 
are  particularly  requested  to  note  that  there  will 
be  a  social  (musical)  evening  on  Tuesday,  May  12. 
Gentlemen  willing  to  assist  are  kindly  requested 
to  communicate  with  Mr.  Taylor,  who  will  super- 
intend arrangements.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast, 
and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
concluded  the  proceedings. 
Geesham  Anglinq  Society — 

Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  (April  28).  Several  appli- 
cations for  membersliip  were  received,  and  two 
gentlemen  were  proposed.    Several  members  have 
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visited  Chesham  during  the  week,  but  though  a 
few  fish  have  been  taken  yet  the  cold  and  un- 
certain weather  has  prevented  the  trout  risin, 
freely.  Mr.  Emery  has  secured  trout  of  2Jlb.  an(_ 
1  Jib. from  private  water.  Mr.  Borthwicktookanice 
trout  at  Chesham,  and  Mr.  G.  Neighbour,  fishing  in 
Wilts,  a  quantity  of  trout,  several  being  over  lib.  in 
weight.  On  Tuesday  next,  which  is,  by  the  way, 
a  committee  night,  members  will  be  asked  to 
relate  their  holiday  experiences,  and  these  it  is 
hoped  will  prove  most  interesting  and  instructive. 
Members  are  requested  to  note  that  a  discussion 
on  "  Clothing  suitable  for  Anglers  "  will  take  place 
on  May  12.  The  usual  toast  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. — F.  E. 
Eldbed,  Hon,  Sec. 

PiSOATOEIAL  SoCrETY — 

Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting.  On  the  Itchen,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  had 
done  well  with  the  Blue  Dun  and  other  fiies,  and 
the  Rev.  Mackie  had  a  satisfactory  wind  up  to  an 
otherwise  unsatisfactory  tingling  holiday  in  Devon, 
getting  eighteen  good  fish  in  the  last  day  of  his 
stay  at  Colyton.  The  same  gentleman  had  trout 
also  from  the  Lambourn  on  the  gold-ribbed  Hare's 
Ear.  Captain  A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch  had  a  splendid 
fish  on  the  same  water  to  the  Grannom,  and  lost 
a  bigger  one  to  the  medium  Olive.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  a  huge  Thames  trout. 
When  he  hooked  the  fish  it  took  out  80  yards  of 
line  without  a  stop.  It  was  ultimately  turned, 
and  gave  exciting  play  for  a  considerable  time. 
Finally  it  got  round  some  piles,  jumped  clean  out 
6f  the  water,  and  broke  the  hook.  Mr.  Evans, 
who  is  a  Thames  "  trouter ' '  of  unusual  experience, 
estimates  the  fish  to  have  been  at  least  151b.  in 
weight. — Hon.  Sec. 

Culm  Fishery  Association — 

A  new  association  has  been  formed  under  this 
name  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  and  improving 
the  free  waters  of  the  Culm.  This  is  a  welcome 
step,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  efforts  of  the 
new  association — Dr.  Earns  (Secretary),  Messrs. 
H.  G.  New,  A.  Thorn,  W.  Andrews,  and  A.  H. 
Parsons — will  be  rewarded  with  success.  It  is 
proposed  to  licence  both  fly  and  minnow  fishing. 
— Devonian. 
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'I  KEEP  six  honest  serving  men. 
They  taught  me  all  I  knew; 
Their  names  are  What  and  Why  and  When, 
And  How  and  Where  and  Who." 

— Kipling. 


The  Sussex  Piscatorials  recently  held  their 
annual  banquet  at  Booth's  Restaurant,  East-street, 
Brighton.  The  courteous  hon.  sec,  Mr.  W.  C.  F. 
Gillam,  has  sent  a  graphic  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  I  regret  that  it  is  unavoidably  held 
over  until  next  week. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  take 
place,  on  Monday  evening  (May  4).  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Maiden  Lane,  Covent  Garden. 


"  'Tis  bright  May  Day  !  "  (?)  I  have  purposely 
refrained  from  saying  anything  about  the  "  weather," 
as,  no  doubt,  "other"  persons  have  sampled  it 
recently.  I  hope  to  cast  a  fly  this  week-end  at 
Frensham,  Surrey,  or  I  might  be  tempted  to  try 
the  Lea,  which  opened  for  trout  fishing  on  May  1. 


I  AM  glad  to  hear  that  the  Weymouth  Angling 
Association  has  become  affiliated  to  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Association,  and  that  several  other  local 
associations  are  contemplating  the  same  action, 
finding  that  connection  with  this  powerful  society 
on  mutually  beneficial  terms  is  a  thing  to  be  done. 
Glad  also  to  see  that  the  Deal  competition  medals 
are  to  be  presented  to  the  winners  at  a  musical 
evening  to  be  held  at  the  Fetter  Lane  rooms  on 
Wednesday  (May  13),  when  no  doubt  a  crowded 
room  full  of  members  and  friends  will  be  there  to 
receive  and  congratulate  the  successful  gold 
medallist,  Mr.  Roberts,  and  his  successful  brother 
member  s. 


The  Peckham  Brothers  have  their  twenty-fifth 
annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  on  'Tuesday 
(May  19)  at  the  Mason's  Arms,  East-street,  Wal- 
worth, S.E.  The  president  is  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd 
(better  known  as  "The  Good  Shepherd"),  and 
with  Mr.  T.  G.  Gibbs  as  secretary  and  organiser 
the  function  will  undoubtedly  be,  as  usual,  a 
success.     The  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials  announce 


that  their  annual  general  meeting  has  been 
adjourned  until  Tuesday  (May  5).  The  West 
Ham  Brothers  hold  their  annual  general  meeting  on 
May  6,  and  their  annual  dinner  and  distribution  on 
May  13,  and  the  West  Green  Angling  Society  their 
annual  general  meeting  on  May  6. 


Last  Saturday  I  wasj[invited  to,  but  was  unable 
to  be  present  at,  a  very  pretty  wedding  which  took 
place  at  All  Saints'  Church,  Rosendale-road,  West 
Dulwioh,  between  Mr.  George  Collings  and  Miss 
Minnie  Clarke,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  G.  R. 
Clarke,  of  the  B.S.A.S.  After  the  ceremony,  which 
was  performed  by  the  Vicar  of  All  Saints',  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Beeby,  a  reception  was  held  in  the  grounds 
of  "Holmsbury,"  South  Croxted-road,  Dulwich,  the 
residence  of  the  bride's  father,  at  which  between 
sixty  and  seventy  guests  were  present.  The  happy 
couple  left  in  the  afternoon  for  Teignmouth,  where 
they  will  pass  the  honeymoon  in  sea  fishing  and 
other  pursuits  congenial  to  the  ceremony. 


The  Ilford  and  District  Piscatorial  Society  had 
their  amiual  dinner  on  April  26, -at  the  Angel  Hotel, 
Ilford,  the  headquarters  of  the  Society.  Some 
sixty  members  were  present,  the  chair  being  ably 
occupied  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Benton,  E.C.C.,  and  the  vice- 
chair  by  Mr.  C.  M.  Lane.  What  with  a  good  dinner, 
excellently  served,  good  appetites,  good  speeches' 
good  songs  and  good  fellowship,  all  went  merrily  as 
marriage  bells.  A  handsome  split-cane  pike-rod 
was  presented  to  our  Hon.  Sec,  F.  C.  Welling,  as  a 
small,  but  suitable,  recognition  of  his  valuable 
services,  to  which  so  much  of  the  Society's  success 
is  due. 


'  Ah  !  my  heart  is  pained  with  throbbing. 

Throbbing  for  the  May — 
Throbbing  for  the  sea-side  billows. 
Or  the  water-wooing  willows. 

Where,  in  laughing  and  in  sobbing, 

Glide  the  streams  away  ; 
Ah  !  my  heart,  my  heart  is  throbbing, 

Throbbing  for  the  May. 

'  Waiting  sad,  dejected,  weary. 

Waiting  for  the  May  : 
Spring  goes  by  with  wasted  warnings. 
Moon-lit  evenings,  sun-bright  mornings  ; 
Summer  comes,  yet,  dark  and  dreary. 

Life  still  ebbs  away  : 
Man  is  ever  weary,  weary. 

Waiting  for  the  May  !  "       — Browning. 


Affinity  between  the  Welsh  language  and  the 
negro  dialect  is  not  at  first  very  apparent,  but  a 
simple  sentence  in  the  darkie  tongue  goes  very  near 
to  naming  a  famous  Welsh  holiday  resort.  Ole  Dan 
Tucker  might  ask,  respecting  his  Dinah,  "  'Ab  'er 
gav'  enny  melon  to  dem  chilluns  ?  "  to  which,  per- 
chance, Taffy  might  respond,  "  Abergav'enny  ? 
That's  where  hiu-  come  from."  (For  be  it  noted, 
Welshmen  put  the  accent  on  the  antepenultimate 
syllable,  not  on  the  penultimate,  as  most  English- 
men do.)  But,  fooling  apart,  the  famous  town, 
which  is  described  as  the  "  Gate  of  Wales,"  has  just 
had  fresh  lustre  shed  upon  it  by  the  publication  of 
"  The  Official  Handbook  to  Abergavenny,  Crick- 
howell,  Raglan,  and  Usk,"  which  is  issued  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Abergavenny  Chamber  of  Trade 
and  the  Corporation,  and  contains  specially-written 
articles  by  Lord  Glanusk,  Sir  H.  Mather -Jackson, 
I'ather  Ignatius,  and  a  number  of  clergymen  and 
gentlemen  specially  qualified  to  write  on  the 
engaging  subject.  It  has  been  ably  edited,  and  is 
published  by  JMr.  E.  J.  Burrow,  of  Cheltenham  and 
3,  Amen-corner.  London,  E.C.  When  I  add  that  it 
is  beautified  with  eighty  illustrations,  and  has  also 
two  excellent  maps,  you  will  probably  think  it  is  a 
5s.,  or  at  least  a  2s.  (id.,  book.  But,  marvellous  to 
say,  the  price  is  but  6d. ;  and  thus,  besides  being 
practically  indispensable  to  anyone  thinking  of 
taking  a  holiday  in  this  charming  region,  it  is  an 
especially  cheap  investment  for  those  who,  as  the 
Mick  would  say,  "  take  their  walks  abroad  while 
sitting  in  their  armchairs  at  home." 


Since  the  departure  of  the  cold  weather  (we  bore 
its  loss  with  Christmas  resignation)  the  little  trout 
stream  at  Frensham  has  been  more  than  usually 
productive.  Mr.  F.  Duprey,  a  visitor  at  the  Fren- 
sham Pond  Hotel,  has  been,  perhaps,  the  most 
successful  angler,  six  or  seven  brace  falling  to  his 
rod  during  the  last  day  or  two. 


"  Vyrnwy  "  writes : — "  With  reference  to  the 
query  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  18  as  to 
whether  barbel  have  been  taken  from  the  river 
Vyrnwy,  all  our  local  anglers  agree  in  saying  they 


never  saw  or  heard  of  any  of  these  fish  being  taken 
from  that  river.  Some  of  them  have  fished  in  the 
Vyrnwy  for  upwards  of  fifty  years.  Bream  are  said 
to  be  much  more  numerous  in  it  than  formerly." 


On  Tuesday  last  Ye  Olde  Porte  Musical  Society, 
at  the  Portugal,  154,  Fleet-street,  brought  their 
concerts  to  an  end  for  the  season.  The  "  wind  up  " 
was  one  of  the  best  they  have  given,  and  the  Ariel 
Quartette  once  more  delighted  their  hearers  with 
part-songs  and  solos.  Messrs.  W.  and  J.  Fletcher 
obliged  with  mandolin  and  'cello  solos,  and  Mr.  G, 
Norris  was  at  the  piano.  Mr.  T.  C.  Winchcombe 
(of  the  Pink'Vn)  presided,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent.  Just  one  word  of  praise  fo- 
Professor  Newton  and  his  admirable  band  ;  also  to 
Mr.  Chettle  and  his  wife,  the  courteous  manager  and 
manageress. 

The  following  is  the  programme  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgato- 
street,  E.C,  as  arranged  for  the  month  ending 
May  31,  1903:— May  5th,  Committee  and  Ordinary 
Meeting — Holiday  experiences;  9th,  Outing  to 
Chesham;  12th,  Discussion  on  "Clothing  suitable 
for  Anglers"  (opened  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred) ;  16th, 
Instruction  in  Fly  Casting  at  Chesham  (Mr.  S.  J. 
Chasteney  will  attend);  19th,  Ordinary  Meeting; 
23rd,  Instruction  in  Fly  Casting  at  Chesham  (Mr, 
Close  or  other  member  will  attend) ;  26th,  Exhi- 
bition of  Flies  and  Trout  Tackle  ;  30th,  Instruction 
in  Fly  Casting  at  Chesham  (Mr.  Close  or  other 
member  will  attend). 


This  is  not  from  "The  Mick,"  but  it  may  do  to 
go  on  with  : — 

"I'm  yours  to  command,  both   in  weeping  and 
laughter ; 

I'm  awake  all  the  night,  that  of  you  I  may 
dhrame  ; 

I'd  hang  meself  now  if  you'd  marry  me  afther ; 
And  though  I  may  change  I'll  be  ever  the 
same." 


The  representatives  of  the  principal  Australian 
papers  were  taken  out  to  sea  about  fifty  miles  from 
Brisbane  in  the  pilot-boat  to  meet  Mme.  Melba  on 
Sept.  10,  says  the  Sydney  Telegram.  She  was 
travelling  from  Canada  to  Australia  by  the  mail 
steamship  Miowera.  While  the  pilot-boat  was 
waiting  for  the  Miowera  the  ship's  company  had  a 
remarkable  and  probably  unprecedented  experience. 
A  great  grey  shark,  about  twelve  feet  in  length,  was 
hooked  on  a  sohnapper  line,  which  broke.  A 
second  time  the  big  fish  got  on  the  schnapper  line 
and  escaped.  Then  a  large  shark -hook  with  a  chain 
was  thrown  out,  and  the  ravenous  brute  grabbed  it 
and  was  caught.  All  hands — pilots,  cook,  and 
Pressmen — tugged  the  shark  to  the  vessel's  side. 
A  huge  hook  on  the  anchor  tackle  was  put  through 
his  jaw  and  one  eye,  and  the  fish  was  then  hauled 
out  of  the  water. 

♦  ♦  •  »  ♦ 

One  of  the  crew  ripped  the  monster  open  from 
head  to  tail.  The  vital  organs  and  entrails  were 
thrown  overboard,  and  then  both  jaws  were  hacked 
out  for  the  sake  of  securing  the  teeth.  Nothing 
but  the  shell  of  the  fish  remained,  and  the  shark 
was  lowered  overboard.  A  rush  was  made  to  the 
side  to  see  him  sink,  but  the  company  was  astonished 
to  see  the  fish  make  off.  First  he  swam  about  fifty 
yards  away,  returned  to  the  steamer,  then  went  off 
on  another  tack  for  about  thirty  yards,  came  back 
to  the  vessel  and  swam  astern,  and  was  still  swim- 
ming when  he  was  lost  sight  of.  That  the  fish 
could  swim  away  with  the  whole  of  his  interior 
from  head  to  tail  and  the  jaw  and  one  eye  gone 
simply  raised  the  hair  of  the  pilots  and  crew,  who 
had  never  seen  nor  heard  of  the  like  before. 


At  the  Carnarvon  Petty  Session  recently  four 
young  men  were  summoned  for  fishing  in  the  upper 
lake  of  Llanberis.  The  prosecutor  was  Mr.  Aitchin- 
son,  the  manager  of  the  Snowdon  Mountain  Tram 
road.  It  was  stated  that  the  company,  who  also 
owned  hotels  at  Llanberis,  had  leased  the  fishing  in 
the  lake  from  Mr.  Assheton  Smith,  and  that  the 
fishing  had  been  preserved  for  visitors  to  those 
hotels.  The  defendants  had  been  seen  by  Mr. 
Aitchinson  fishing  in  the  lake  on  Easter  Monday, 
and  the  prosecution  had  been  instituted  in  order 
that  the  public  might  know  that  they  could  not 
fish  in  this  lake.  There  was  no  imputation  against 
the  defendants  that  they  had  been  poaching. 
Notice  boards  had  been  put  up  on  the  shores  of  the 
lake  prohibiting  the  public  from  fishing  in  the 
waters,  but  they  had  been  blown  down  by  the  recent 
gales.  The  prosecution  then  withdrew  the 
summonses.  Dbagket. 


May  2,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


309 


Pfovineial  iliiglifig  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  representative  of  the  Northern  Angling  Associa- 
tion informs  me  that  the  general  secretary  of  the 
association  mentioned  was  desirous  of  holding  a 
meeting  in  Birmingham  to  which  representatives 
from  all  angling  centres  will  be  invited.  The  object 
of  the  meeting  will  be  to  form  an  association  for  the 
protection  of  anglers  and  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
fishing  public  waters,  together  with  other  important 
matters,  which  by  more  united  action  a  better  chance 
of  success  may  be  obtained.  The  meeting  will 
take  place  about  the  middle  of  May.  I  hope  the 
meeting  will  be  a  success,  and  anything  that  I  can 
do  to  assist  in  the  matter  I  shall  be  pleased  to  do. 
The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  committee 
met  last  week  when  they  took  into  consideration 
the  annual  contest,  when  Penkridge,  Stoke  Golding, 
and  Alrewas  were  proposed,  when  upon  the  vote  being 
taken  the  former  place  was  decided  upon ;  the  fishing 
in  this  water  will  be  found  to  be  good  as  it  is  one  of 
the  best  canals  in  the  Midlands.  Mr.  J.  W.  Bund, 
the  chairman  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  has 
consented  to  judge  the  specimen  fish  on  view 
at  the  Bingley  Hall  Exhibition.  A  number 
of  our  clubs  are  holding  meetings  to  consider 
Mr,  Coles'  water  scheme  ;  it  is  finding  favour 
with  a  number  of  clubs.  Trout  fishing  has  been 
very  fair.  Mr.  Gilchrist,  fishing  near  to  Hampton 
Lode,  took  two  and  a  half  brace  one  day  last  week, 
the  heaviest  fish  weighing  Iflb.  Above  Arley,  an 
angler,  fishing  for  trout,  caught  a  salmon  of  over 
81b.  Good  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Blythe  by 
members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  Sport  has  also 
been  good  on  several  private  streams. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  climatic  conditions  have  undergone  a  welcome 
change  since  last  week,  and  if  they  continue  trout 
fishing  will  soon  become  general.  Rain  has  fallen, 
but  not  in  sufficient  volume  to  cause  any  material 
change  in  the  appearance  of  the  streams.  Never- 
theless, it  has  brought  down  the  icy  cold  weather 
which  it  has  been  our  lot  to  endure  for  some  weeks 
past.  A  marked  improvement  is  already  apparent. 
Flies  may  now  be  seen  on  the  waters,  and  an  odd 
fish  here  and  there  may  be  seen  rising  in  the 
evening  (April  28).  After  so  much  disappointment 
all  this  is  encouraging,  but  anglers  appear  dubious 
as  to  whether  the  wind  will  remain  in  the  warmer 
quarter.  If  it  does  good  sport  is  bound  to  follow, 
for  the  waters  are  in  capital  condition,  although  it 
is  stated  they  are  now  getting  slightly  on  the  low 
side.  All  round,  however,  the  prospects  are  cer- 
tainly better,  and  as  the  fish  are  bestirring  them- 
selves to  activity  it  is  hoped  that  by  next  week 
there  will  be  some  satisfactory  news  to  report. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Driffield  Canal  and  top  stretches  of  the  river 
Hull  are  now  in  first-class  condition  either  for  fly  or 
minnow,  and  the  tidal  waters  from  Hull  Bridge  to 
Dunswell  are  in  very  nice  condition  for  bottom 
fishing.  A  few  good  sized  fish  are  being  taken  in 
the  upper  waters  by  anglers  availing  themselves  of 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board's  bye-law  allowing 
fish  to  be  taken  in  the  close  season.  The  Oxonian 
Angling  Society  opened  their  match  fishing  season 
on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge  and  had  fair  sport,  Mr. 
T.  Sumpton  taking  first  prize.  To-day  (Saturday) 
one  of  our  "big  events"  ef  the  season  will  take 
place  on  the  river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Duns- 
well,  in  aid  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association.  The 
Freshney,  Waithe,  Barrow,  and  other  streams,  on 
the  Lincolnshire  side  of  the  river  Humber,  are  in 
nice  trim  for  operations,  and  a  few  brace  of  trout 
have  recently  been  secured  in  some  parts,  but 
chiefly  with  worm  fishing.  The  Hull  Town  Associa- 
tion visited  Patrington  Haven  for  their  first  match, 
and  did  fairly  well  amongst  flounders. 

-FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

From  Broadheath  Mr.  Geo.  Shannon  writes  that 
things  are  rather  quiet.  He  regrets  that  although 
many  have  responded  to  his  appeal,  there  are  yet 
many  outside  his  association  who  should  be  in  it. 
The  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  is  again  good. 
]\Iessrs.  Davies,  Prince,  Harrison,  Minning,  Hig- 
ginbottom.  Brown,  Way  well,  and  Nixon  have 
all  had  trout.  The  best  catch  was  two  brace, 
but  nothing  above  jib.  Twenty  new  mem- 
bers have  been  accepted  at  Warrington,  and 
the  reorganisation  of  the  association  is  to  be  con- 
firmed. The  Jolly  Anglers  in  this  town  are  expect- 
ing a  challenge  cup  to  be  offered  during  the  summer. 
Our  Lancashire  rivers  have  not  resumed  their  sport- 
yielding  reputation,  which  promised  so  well  before 


Easter.  At  present  football  cup  ties  appear  to  be  the 
most  interesting  topics.  Angling  matters  at  Liver- 
pool continue  very  interesting  and  enthusiastic. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Naturally  we  are  very  quiet  in  this  city,  in 
common  with  everywhere  else,  but  perhaps  the 
improvement  in  the  weather  may  in  the  end  stir  us 
up.  On  Friday  (April  24)  an  important  meeting 
of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  was  held,  and  it  was 
decided  that  the  cost  of  season  tickets  to  cover  both 
the  old  length  and  the  new  should  be  5s.  By  the 
death  of  Mr.  P.  Bell,  anglers  lose  another  of  the 
finest  sportsmen  who  ever  cast  a  line.  We 
claim  him  as  a  Manchester  man,  although 
for  many  years  past  he  has  been  one  of  the  leading 
anglers  in  St.  Helen's.  In  his  time  he  has  been 
identifled  with  many  things,  including  politics, 
volunteering,  angling,  etc.,  in  all  of  which  he  was 
known  for  thoroughness.  He  was  laid  to  rest  on 
April  22  at  Ashton,  in  Makerfield,  and  lies  in  his 
last  home  the  respected  of  all  and  not  an  enemy 
left  behind.  An  important  meeting  of  the  CP.  A. A. 
will  shortly  be  held  in  this  city  for  the  despatch  of 
routine  and  other  business. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  fell  on  Monday  and  Wednesday  in  our  dis- 
trict, and  at  the  period  of  writing  indications 
pointed  to  a  temporary  rise  of  the  Trent.  A  rise, 
however  slight,  should  do  a  considerable  amount  of 
good.  Coarse  fish  generally  are  heading  up  to 
gravels  and  sand-beds  preparatory  to  spawn- 
ing, and  a  change  of  water  just  now  would 
certainly  prove  highly  beneficial  to  them.  Since 
our  last  report  matters  have  been  extremelj' 
quiet.  The  City  Waltonians  celebrated  their 
half-yearly  dinner  at  headquarters,  the  Blue 
Bell  Inn,  Peck-lane,  on  the  night  of  April  23, 
when  over  seventy  members  sat  down.  Mr.  S.  Shaw, 
president  of  the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Protection 
Association,  presided,  with  the  genial  Mr.  "Joe" 
Clements,  of  the  City  Piscatorials,  in  the  vice-chair. 
A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  and  it  trans- 
pired that  the  committee  enter  the  new  season  with  a 
balance  to  the  good  of  between  £10  and  £12.  Few 
trout  were  taken  for  the  week,  even  in  the  well-stocked 
Greet.  The  paucity  of  sport  was  undoubtedly  due  to 
frosty  nights  and  bitterly  cold  winds  during  the 
day.  The  rain  is,  however,  likely  to  bring  about 
more  genial  weather,  which  will  be  appreciated. 
The  Trent  Fishery  Board  held  their  annual  meeting 
at  Derby  on  April  23,  under  the  presidency  of  Sir 
R.  Gresley,  Bart.,  when  a  most  interesting  report 
for  the  year  was  submitted  by  Mr.  C.  K.  Eddowes, 
the  clerk.  On  Tuesday  (April  28)  tlie  premier  society 
of  the  city — the  Wellington — entertained  their  hon. 
president.  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  Bart.,  of  Stoke  Hall, 
at  a  complimentary  banquet  at  the  Spread  Eagle 
Hotel,  Goldsmith-street ;  Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson,  the 
acting  president,  was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  a 
large  and  influential  company,  including  the  City 
Sheriff.  The  challenge  cup  for  the  season,  for  the 
best  aggregate  specimen  fish  of  all  varieties,  was 
won  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  and  the  Hooley  Cup, 
for  the  best  specimen  fish  (a  barbel),  by  Mr.  W.  E. 
Birks.  The  society's  medal  for  the  best  perch  was 
carried  oft  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Whitehead.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  society  was  fixed  for  the  night 
following. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  nice  angling  weather  of  late,  and 
since  Sunday  the  wind  has  been  westerly,  the  days 
warm  and  sunny— just  what  was  wanted — and  sport 
has  been  better,  but  the  nights  have  been  very  wet. 
To-day  many  of  the  brooks  are  much  discoloured, 
and  possibly  the  rivers,  which  are  at  present  very 
fine,  may  show  a  little  colour  in  the  morning.  I 
have  just  seen  three  brace  of  lovely  trout,  caught 
with  the  worm  by  Mr.  R.  Johnson,  and  this  morning 
a  brace  of  beauties  caught  in  the  Teme  with  the 
March  Brown  by  Mr.  H.  Thomas.  There  seems 
every  appearance  of  more  rain  to-night,  but  it  is  to 
be  hoped  it  will  not  be  so  much  as  to  mar  the 
anglers'  prospects.  The  salmon  nets  have  been 
more  successful  during  the  past  week,  and  it  was  a 
great  pleasure  to  see  so  good  a  display  of  fish  on 
the  fishmongers'  stalls.  One  of  the  nets  took  two 
fish,  one  271b.,  the  other  221b,  about  the  heaviest 
taken.    Severn  salmon  realises  3s.  to  3-i.  6d.  per  lb. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fishing  in  the  Black  Ox  Water  at  Grimescar,  on 
Saturday,  April  25,  Messrs.  Ward  and  Houseman, 
of  York,  caught  with  live  bait  four  large  pike 
which  weighed  16 Jib.  The  opening  day  (Tuesday) 
for  the  famous  trout  streams  preserved  by  the 
Driffield  Anglers'  Club  was  unfavourable  for  sport, 
and  only  small  baskets  were  taken.  The  rains  this 
week  are  doing  good,  as  there  were  many  reports  of 
streams  getting  too  low  and  clear.  Warm  weather, 
however,  is  needed,  as  the  cold  days  and  frosty 


nights  which  have  prevailed  are  not  favourable  for 
angling.  Top  feed  continues  scarce,  and  trout  are 
not  in  a  rising  mood.  Flies  are  backward  in  hatch- 
ing out,  and  on  many  waters  winged  insect  life  is 
entirely  absent. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  shown  an  all-round  improve- 
ment, and  sport,  generally  speaking,  has  shown  a 
corresponding  improvement,  especially  in  the 
Munster  and  Connaught  waters.  Salmon  have  been 
rising  better  to  the  flies  and  have  furnished  satis- 
factory sport  on  the  Lee,  Bandon,  and  Blackwater 
(co.  Cork).  Some  salmon  have  been  had  at  Water- 
ville,  but  sport  at  salmon  still  continues  very  poor 
at  the  latter  station.  Matters  have  progressed 
fairly  well  at  Killarney  in  all  departments,  and 
salmon  are  reported  numerous  in  the  waters  there. 
The  Lennan  (co.  Donegal)  has  fished  well  for  a  long 
time,  and  still  furnishes  respectable  sport  at  salmon. 
The  rain  has  much  improved  the  fishing  on  the 
Shannon,  good  sport  being  now  the  rule  there.  Sea 
fishing  has  been  productive  of  good  sport  at  pollack 
at  many  stations  in  Cork  and  Kerry, 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


Annual  Dinnee, 

On  Saturday  last,  April  25,  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Champion 
Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C.,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  its  president,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  the  vice- 
president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  being  in  the  vice- 
chair.  Letters  and  telegrams  were  read  from 
Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  Mr.  A.  R. 
Matthews,  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley,  and  others  regret- 
ting their  inability  to  be  present.  The  tables 
having  been  cleared,  the  company  reseated  to 
enjoy  an  entertainment  which  unfortunately 
proved  to  be  too  long  for  the  few  hours  at 
disposal,  and  many  of  the  artistes  had  to  curtail 
their  turns.  It  was  a  matter  of  much  regret  that 
Harry  Hudson,  although  present  during  the  whole 
of  the  evening,  was  not  able  to  give  us  "  Old 
Brown."  The  toast  list  had  to  be  rearranged  and 
the  speeches  cut  down  to  the  minimum.  After  the 
loyal  toasts,  the  chairman  gave  the  toast  of  the 
"  Anglers'  Association,"  which  was  replied  to  by 
the  secretary.  The  vice-chairman  gave  the  toast  of 
the  "  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  and  Angling  Pre- 
servation Societies."  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  ably  replied, 
and  although  he  is  the  secretary  of  the  A.B.S.,  he 
strongly  urged  anglers  to  support  preservation 
work,  and  he  hoped  that  the  executives  of  Angling 
Preservation  Societies  would  interest  themselves 
with  anglers  and  go  amongst  them  the  same  as 
A.B.S.  committee-men  do,  and  tell  them  what  is 
being  done  for  the  anglers'  benefit.  The  chairman 
presented  the  challenge  shield  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber, 
he  being  the  chairman  of  the  Brompton  A.S.  Gold 
medals  were  next  presented  to  the  six  members  of 
the  winning  team,  and  silver  medals  with  gold 
centres  to  the  six  members  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers' 
A.  A.,  who  were   the  runners-up. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  gave  the  toast  of  "The Winners." 
Mr.  Barber  replied.  The  chairman  gave  the  toast 
of  "The  Visitors."  Mr.  Lawrence  W.  Chubb,  of  the 
Thames  Preservation  League,  very  ably  replied,  and 
urged  upon  anglers  the  necessity  of  approaching 
their  local  member  of  Parliament  when  the  occasion 
arose  on  the  question  of  the  river  Thames.  Mr. 
Derry  gave  the  toast  of  "The  Press,"  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  expected  to 
reply,  Mr.  Percy  Moss  acknowledged.  A  very 
pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening  was  concluded  by 
Mr.  J.  B.  Close  giving  the  toast  of  "  The  Chairman," 
and  the  chairman  acknowledging  in  his  briefest 
manner,  owing  to  the  time  limit.  — Hon.  Reporter. 


ROD  FISHING  IN  THE  FORTH 
AND  TEITH. 


The  Forth  District  Fishery  Board  has  had  before 
it  for  consideration  a  petition  signed  by  over  100 
anglers  asking  the  board  to  extend  the  present  time 
for  closing  the  rod-fishing  on  the  Forth  and  Teith 
from  Oct.  15  to  Oct.  31.  The  petitioners  asserted 
that  the  last  fortnight  in  October  is  the  best  period 
in  the  year  for  angling  on  these  rivers.  The  board, 
however,  made  the  alteration  to  Oct.  15  only  two 
years  ago,  the  object  being  the  improvement  of  the 
salmon-fishing  in  the  rivers.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
members  there  has  not  yet  been  sufiacient  time  to 
judge  the  effect  of  the  change,  and  they  consequently 
do  not  see  their  way  to  grant  the  request  made  to 
them — in  the  meantime,  at  all  events.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  board  will  make  no  objection  to  recon- 
sider the  matter  at  some  future  time  when  they  have 
some  evidence  as  to  the  effect  of  the  last  change  they 
made. — Pall  Mall  Gazette. 
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Ajg^OLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO    QUARTERS,  &c. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Pishing  to  he  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  CroUy,  &  Lougrhanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  L  O  N'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,  CO.  DERRY. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9s. 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  £2  ;  week,  7s.  6rf. ; 
and  day,  2s.  6rf.— to  fish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toorae.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21s.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  5s.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  CEDES,  ANGLESEY  (L.  N.  W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  i  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariJBf,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTE.ELL,  Proprietor. 


MERRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake— the  best  in 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free,.  Koach  and  Perch  Fishing ;  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
cuisine.  —Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 

TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAK  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
flsliing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5';  fortnightly,  £3  ; 
week,  £2 ;  day,  10s. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "  A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  ' 
Station  :  Glynceiriog  via  Chirk.  Postal  Address  : 
Glyn,  Buabon. 

Llandrindod  Wells. 


ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  fop  Hotel  Visitors. 

Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 


TO  1L.EX, 

From  May  1,  a  FURNISHED  FISHING  LODGE, 
known  as  "Bellview,"  on  the  shore  of  Lough 
Arrow,  Boyle,  containing  two  reception  rooms 
(one  of  these  might  be  utilised  as  bedroom  if 
desired)  and  good  kitchen,  three  bedrooms,  one 
dressing  room,  and  w.c. — For  further  particulars, 
apply,  Magenis,  Drumdoe,  Boyle. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  2d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &e.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £i  gs.  per  week.— Wads  WORTH,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


OXNT  THE  S] 

The  Donegal  Highlands.  —  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  on  the 
very  Isank  of  Gweedore  River,  within 
a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon  pools, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes' 
drive  of  Crolly  Railway  Station. 

Telegi-ains — Proprietor. 


VIOAR  OF  CHUDLEIGH 
recommends 

G oox>   room: s. 

First-class  Fishing  close.  Ten 
minutes  from  Station. — ^Mrs.  Leare, 
Beller  Marsh,  Chudleigh,  S.  Devon. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proprietor. 


THe  KiQeteeiitli  CeiitDni 


AND  AFTER. 


No.  315. 


MAY,  1903. 


Price  2s.  6d. 


II. 

III. 
IV. 

V. 

VI. 

vn. 

VIII. 
IX. 

X. 
XI. 
XII. 

xin. 

XIV. 
XV. 


The  Irish  Land  Bill : 

(1)  "A   Scheme    of  Pernicious 

Agrarian  Quackery."  By 

His  Honour  Judge  O'Connor 
Morris. 

(2)  The  Latest :  Is  it  the  Last  ?  By 

the  Plight  Hon.  Lord  Mont- 
eagle. 

The  Crisis  in  the  Church :  A 

Reply  to  Lord  Halifa.x.  By  J.  Lawson 
Walton,  K.C.,  M.P. 

The  Social  Democratic  Party 

in  Germany.  By  0.  Eltzbaoher. 

The  Canals  of  Mars  :  Are  they 

Real?  By  the  Rev.  Edmdnd  Ledger 
(Greisham  Lecturer  on  Antronotm/). 

The  Monuments  of  St.  Paul's 

Cathedral.   By  Alfred  Hiogins. 

The  Deterioration   in  the 

National  Physique.  By  George  F. 
Seek. 

What  is  the  Advantage  of 

Foreign  Trade  ?  By  the  Right  Hon. 
Leonard  Courtney. 

Some  More  Letters  of  Mrs. 

Carlyle.  By  Augustine  Birkell.K.C. 

London     Congestion  and 

Cross-traffic.    By  Captain  George 

S.  C.  SWINTON,  L.C.C. 

A   Forgotten  Adventurer. 

By  the  Countess  of  .Jersey. 

The  New  Zealand  Elections. 

By  0.  T.  .J.  AU'ERS. 

Radium  and  its  Position  in 

Nature.  By  William  Ackroyd, 
I'.I.C. 

The  Lost  Art  of  Singing. 

By  M.  A.  R.  TUKBR. 

A  Future  for  Irish  Bogs. 

By  Lieut.-General  Sir  RicbARD  San- 
KEY,  K.O.B.,  R.E. 

Last  Month.  By  Sir  Wemyss 
Reid. 


LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  '''"Zr^r.^^.M:'"" 

1,  2,  &  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  &  137,  St.  John  Street  Road, 

Telegraphic  Address:  "  FlSHQIG,'LONDON."     LONDON,  E.C.  Telephone  :  1129  Central. 

THE  MOST  NATURAL 
FLIES  TIED. 

The  natural  appearance  of  the  bodies  of 
Flies  made  with  Celluloid  has  never 
been  so  near  perfection.    We  invite  Fly 
Fishers'  inspection  of  these  Flies. 

elluloid  Bodied  Flies 

PATENT. 

The  following  patterns  of  Trout  Flies  are  in 
Stock,  and  can  be  sent  per  return  of  post. 


Curse. 

Pale  Watery  Dun. 
Red  Spinner. 
Medium  Olive. 


Jenny  Spinner. 
Black  Ant. 
Governor. 
Badger  Quill. 


March  Brown. 
Alder. 

Blue  Winged  Olive. 
Coachman. 
Claret  Spinner. 
Red  Quill. 
Greenwell's  Glory. 
Black  Gnat. 
Dark  Olive. 
Grannom. 


On  Highest  Quality  Eyed  Hooks,  2/6  per  doz. 


Orange  Quill. 
Cowdung. 
Pale  Olive. 
Half  Stone. 
Blue  Quill. 
Sherry  Spinner. 
Red  Ant. 
Apple  Green. 
Willow. 

Coch-y-Bondhu. 


MAY  FLIES 

With  Celluloid  Bodies. 


A  Sample  Dozen  of  these  splendid^May  Flies  will  be  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  4/6.   All  Fly 
Fishers  should  see  these  Flies  beforefgetting-  their  season's  supply.    The  Celluloid  Mays 
comprise  isix  patterns,  all  killers. 
1003  II.X.OSTRATED  rCATALOGVE  NOW  READV,   POST  FREE. 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialitieg : 
Trammels,  Drags.  Shoes, 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Price* 

on 

application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES. 


Cash  with  order. 


2/6 

doz. 

29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


GRANT'S  MORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Is  the  most  Delicious  Liqueur  in  the  World. 

It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.  Most 
comforting  in  damp  and  chilly  weather. 


Nice  wMh  Lemonade  or  Soda  Water. 


Sold  by  Wine  Merchants  and  at  Restaurants. 


WANTED-COARSE  FISH! 

For  MestocMng  5-Acre  LaKc  {Spring  Fed). 
ROACH,  PERCH,  TENCH,  CARP,  EELS,  RUDD,  BREAM, 

AND  SIMILAR  FISH, 

NotHing  undei*  6  Indies  XLiOxi^  x>equi]?ed. 

(Quote  Caeeiage  Paid  to  Rickmanswokth.) 


F.O.S.,  106,  MILL,  LANE,  WEST  HAMPSTEAD,  N.W. 
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Woies  from  f^e  Woxt^. 


Softer,  if  not  milder,  weather  is  now  being  expe- 
rienced, and  the  change,  however  slight,  is  all  the 
more  welcomed  by  anglers  in  the  North. 


In  spite  of  the  adverse  conditions  prevailing  on 
Upper  Deeside  last  week  the  Ballater  Anglers  had 
some  rare  good  sport  on  Mr.  Bristowe's  section 
adjoining  that  of  the  King's  water. 

On  Thursday  four  rods  creeled  seventeen  salmon, 
ranging  from  61b.  to  201b.  ;  while  five  and  six  fish 
ha\'e  been  got  every  other  day. 

The  prawn  is  much  in  demand  on  the  mid-waters 
.  of  the  Dee  just  now,  while  the  killing  fly  has  been 
the  Jock  Scott,  the  Blue  Charm,  or  some  other 
,  combination  of  a  like  kind. 


Another  seal  was  got  in  the  salmon  nets  at  Stone- 
haven last  week,  making  the  fifth  found  thereabout 
this  season.  A  blow  on  the  head  did  for  him,  and 
his  salmon  hunts  were  o'er. 


Major-General  Donald  Macintyre,  V.C.,  was 
buried  at  Fortrose  last  week.  The  General  was  long 
tenant  of  Kincardine  Lodge  a  few  years  ago,  and 
endeared  himself  to  all  on  Deeside  that  came  in 
contact  with  him.  Sportsman  he  was  to  the  back- 
bone, and  very  fond  of  a  run  with  a  salmon. 


Another  well-known  Highland  chief  was  gathered 
to  his  fathers  last  week  in  the  person  of  Sir  Robert 
Menzies,  Bart.,  of  Perthshire.  In  his  more  youthful 
days  few  could  match  him  at  casting  a  salmon  line, 
and  fewer  still  could  beat  him  at  running  a  fish. 


Foxes  and  otters  are  vermin  in  the  North  of  Scot- 
land, and  killed  down  like  rats.  When  possible, 
fox  cubs  are  secured  alive  and  sent  south  ;  but,  as  a 
rule,  they  are  killed  right  off. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dent  have  been  angling  the  Deveron, 
above  Huntly,  and  last  week  had  two  salmon  on 
trout  tackle,  both  of  which  were  successfully  landed 
after  some  exciting  play.  One  weighed  121b.,  the 
other  6Jlb. 


Some  fine  baskets  of  trout  were  made  on  the  Don 
last  week  in  the  glimpses  of  sunshine  which  were  few 
and  far  between.  Professor  Cash  and  friend  one 
day  had  fifteen  trout,  weighing  141b.,  and  a  salmon 
of  6Jlb.,  mostly  to  the  March  Brown  and  minnow. 


The  grilse  season  has  again  swung  round.  Little 
doubles  are  the  holding  hooks  with  some,  while 
others  think  them  too  bimchy.  With  moist  weather 
the  next  few  weeks  should  see  the  angling  season 
at  its  best  in  the  North.  Salmon,  sea-trout  (fin- 
nock),  and  brown  trout  are  all  greedy  for  the  fly. 


The  Shetland  season,  hitherto  a  blank,  is  now 
commanding  some  attention,  and  last  week  a  good 
few  anglers  went  north  there  on  the  off-chance  of 
good  sport. 

The  Deveron  at  Huntly  (free  waters)  costs  2s.  a 
day,  5s.  a  week,  15s.  a  month,  and  £2  for  the  whole 
season.  Salmon,  grilse,  and  brown  trout  are  all  at 
the  option  of  the  angler  who  can  take  them,  and  just 
now  the  chances  are  daily  on  the  increase.  Less 
expensive  sport  cannot  be  had  anywhere. 


The  Ythan  has  been  yielding  well  in  finnock  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  (not  estuary,  although  they  are 
there,  too),  and  brown  trout  on  the  Ellon  waters. 
The  tickets  cost  from  2s.  6d.  to  Ss.  6d.  per  day. 

The  Goldseeker  arrived  from  Grimsby  at  Aberdeen 
last  week,  fitted  with  every  modern  appliance  for 
carrying  out  research  work  in  the  North  Sea.  The 
Scottish  Fishery  Board  has  charge  of  the  northern 
part  of  the  work,  and  Dr.  Fulton,  their  expert,  and 
a  number  of  others  will  carry  out  the  operations  and 
observations  as  far  as  the  Faroe  Islands. 


The  Dee  is  in  great  flood  to-day  (April  28),  the 
Don  and  other  rivers  are  rising.  "The  spate  is  by  no 
means  unwelcome  should  warmer  weather  super- 
vene, and  it  seems  likely  to  do  so  now. 


Mr.  Newlands,  Factory  Inspector,  Aberdeen, 
creeled  151b.  of  trout  and  a  fine  salmon  of  101b.  on 
the  Parkhill  Don  water  one  day  last  week. 

Special  Scotch. 


LAKE  DISTRICT  ANGLINa 
ASSOCIATION. 

Some  important  proposals  came  before  a  special 
meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  the  Lake  District 
Angling  Association,  held  on  Saturday  at  Bowness, 
made  by  the  President,  Mr.  G.  N.  Midwood,  of 
Knutsford,  tending  to  the  improvement  of  angling 
conditions  on  Lake  Windermere.  There  was  a 
good  attendance  of  subscribers.  Mr.  Geo.  Gatey, 
the  secretary,  stated  that  if  the  outstanding  sub- 
scriptions could  be  got  in  and  a  larger  subsidy 
secured  from  the  local  fishery  Board,  the  Associa- 
tion's financial  position  would  be  put  on  a  satis- 
factory basis.  Mr.  Midwood  moved  that  the 
annual  membership  subscription  be  increased  from 
10s.  6d.  to  a  guinea.  In  return  for  the  higher  sub- 
scription members  would  receive  their  angling 
licences  free,  the  local  boatmen  would  let  them 
boats  at  reduced  terms,  and  they  could  purchase 
char  caught  by  the  association's  nets  at  the  reduced 
price  of  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  It  was  further  hoped  to 
secure  the  angling  rights  of  a  local  river  for  the  sole 
use  of  members,  and  to  establish  a  hatchery.  He 
hoped  a  deputation  would  be  sent  to  the  Fishery 
Board  praying  them  to  issue  licences  at  Is.  per  day 
or  2s.  6d.  for  the  week-end,  also  to  press  the  board 
for  leave  to  take  out  of  the  lake  trout  of  31b.  weight 
and  over,  which  were  believed  to  be  destructive  of 
smaller  fish.  This  latter  concession  the  Board 
refused  to  grant  at  their  last  quarterly  meeting.  Mr. 
M.  J.  Baddeley,  in  opposing  the  motion,  feared  that 
the  proposed  increase  of  subscription  would  result 
in  the  loss  of  many  non-angling  subscribers  like  him- 
self. Tl  ©  proposal  to  increase  the  subscription  to 
a  guinea  was  adopted,  with  the  proviso,  however, 
that  the  subscription  of  "  original  members " 
should  be  permitted  to  remain  at  half  a  guinea. 
Several  additional  members  of  the  executive  body 
were  elected.  Messrs.  Midwood,  W.  B.  Logan,  J. 
Storey,  Frank  Garnet,  and  Gatey,  jun.,  were 
appointed  as  deputation  to  the  Fishery  Board,  and 
Messrs.  Storey,  Arthur  Dunlop,  and  Clegg  were 
authorised  to  confer  as  to  the  possibility  of  estab- 
lishing a  fish  hatchery  and  report.  After  some  dis- 
cussion it  was  resolved  to  alter  the  date  of  the 
annual  meeting  to  Easter  week. 

John  E.  Milleb. 

Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  ASSOCIATION. 

An  important  meeting  of  representatives  of 
salmon  fisheries  was  held  at  Fishmongers'  Hall  on 
Tuesday,  April  28,  to  consider  the  desirability  of 
forming  an  association  to  protect  and  increase  the 
salmon  fisheries  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Among 
those  present  were : — Right  Hon.  the  Duke  of 
Abercorn,  K.G.,  C.B.,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Col.  the 
Earl  of  Denbigh,  Hon.  E.  B.  Portman,  Right  Hon. 
Sir  H.  Maxwell,  Bt.,  M.P.,  Sir  R.  Gresley,  Bt.,  Sir 
H.  Seton  Karr,  C.M.G.,  M.P.,  W.  H.  Grenfell,  Esq., 
M.P.,  N.  W.  Helme,  Esq.,  M.P.,  John  Fell,  Esq., 
R.  J.  Aspinall,  Esq.,  I.  S.  Lister,  Esq.,  E.  Lort 
Phillips,  Esq.,  J ohn  Hotchkiss,  Esq.,  Henry  Ffennell, 
Esq.,  John  Warren,  Esq.,  A.  D.  Berrington,  Esq., 
Dr.  D.  Noel  Paton,  J.  A.  Travers,  Esq.,  J.  W.  Willis 
Bund,  Esq.,  C.  H.  Cook,  Esq.,  Sir  Edward  H.  Busk, 
F.  G.  Aflalo,  Esq.,  J.  B.  Feilding,  Esq.,  Mr.  Alder- 
man Petrie  (Liverpool),  J.  M.  Pope,  Esq.,  E.  L. 
Beckwith,  Esq.,  G.  Weston,  Esq.,  Henry  Steven- 
son, Esq.,  C.  H.  Stenning,  Esq.,  John  Thompson, 
Esq.,  B.  E.  Durant,  Esq.,  A.  J.  Howard,  Esq.,  W.  J. 
Lee,  Esq.,  and  J.  Wrench  Towse,  Esq.  Letters 
regretting  inability  to  attend  and  expressing  sym- 
pathy with  the  objects  of  the  meeting  were  read, 
among  others,  from  the  Duke  of  Sutherland,  Duke 
of  Portland,  Marquis  of  Huntly,  Earl  of  Elgin,  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury,  Earl  of  Mayo,  Lord  Tweedmouth, 
Sir  Robert  D.  Moncrieff,  and  several  cliairmen  of 
Boards  of  Conservators.  The  Duke  of  Abercorn, 
K.G.,  was  elected  chairman  and  Mr.  J.  Wrench 
Towse  hon.  secretary.  The  chairman  in  opening 
the  proceedings  referred  to  the  lamentable  death  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  a 
vote  of  condolence  with  Mrs.  Hanbury  and  family 
was  passed.  It  was  a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  the 
meeting,  particularly  as  the  chairman  read  a  letter 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian  "  of  the  Pishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


in  which  Mr.  Hanbury  stated  he  hoped  to  be  present. 
The  chairman  referred  to  the  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition of  the  inland  fisheries  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  to  the  great  necessity  for  remedial  legisla- 
tion, particularly  having  reference  to  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  the  recent  Royal  and  Vice- 
Regal  Commissions  on  Salmon  Fisheries,  and  to  the 
assistance  which  the  proposed  association  could 
render  for  the  benefit  of  the  fisheries.  The  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  unanimously  carried  : — 

"  That  in  view  of  the  decadence  of  many  salmon 
rivers,  and  the  national  importance  of  the  salmon 
supply  for  commercial  and  sporting  purposes,  an 
association  be  formed  called  the  Salmon  and  Trout 
Association,  the  principal  objects  of  which  shall  be 
to  improve  the  salmon  and  trout  fisheries  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  to  give  effect  to  view.s  of  the 
recent  Royal  and  Vice-Regal  Commissions  on 
Salmon  Fisheries,  except  so  far  as  further  investiga- 
tions may  show  that  modifications  in  thom  may  be 
desirable."  "That  the  constitution  of  the  association 
shall  be — President,  vice-presidents,  and  council, 
with  honorary  secretary.  That  the  council  shall  con- 
sist of  fifty  members?,  and  shall  appoint  committees 
to  represent  and  deal  with  matters  relating  to  salmon 
fishery  interests  and  industries,  including  fish  cul- 
ture, rod  fishing,  net  fishing,  river  and  sea  conser- 
vancy, river  pollution  and  water  supply,  fish  trade. 
Parliamentary  interests."  "That  it  be  left  to  the 
committee  to  decide  the  fees  of  membership,  with 
the  instruction  that  the  fees  shall  not  exceed  £2  2s. 
on  admission  and  £2  2s.  annual  subscription."  "That 
all  those  present  at  this  meeting  be  a  provisional 
committee  to  draw  up  rules  and  regulations,  to 
communicate  with  owners  of  salmon  fisheries  and 
others,  to  enrol  members,  and  to  report  and  submit 
a  draft  of  the  rules,  etc.,  at  a  future  meeting  to  be 
held  on  a  date  to  be  decided." 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated  the 
proceedings. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  April  28. 


ELVERS  AS  BAIT  FOR  TROUT. 


My  old  friend,  Mr.  J.  A.  H.  Wood,  who  formerly 
resided  at  Ripon,  called  in  the  other  day  for  a  chat. 
He  was  on  his  way  to  Ireland,  where  he  now  spends 
the  greater  part  of  his  time.  He  gave  me  some 
details  of  fishing  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  which  made 
my  mouth  water,  and  amongst  other  incidents  he 
related  one  that  happened  to  him  on  the  Erne  which 
is  worthy  of  mention.  Annually  there  is  an  immense 
run  of  small  eels,  which  we  call  elvers,  and  at  Tad- 
caster  I  have  seen  the  water  fairly  alive  with  them, 
but  for  all  that  I  never  knew  that  trout  would  take 
them.  I  was  asking  Mr.  Wood  what  was  the  largest 
trout  that  he  had  killed  on  the  Erne,  and  he  replied 
7Jlb.,  and  then  he  went  on  to  relate  the  incident  to 
which  I  have  alluded  above.  One  evening  he  was 
fishing  below  a  weir,  and  large  trout  were  boiling 
up  all  round  him,  but  not  one  could  he  catch.  He 
tried  wet  and  dry  fly,  worm,  and  minnow,  but  all 
to  no  purpose.  He  then  asked  a  local  man  what  they 
were  taking,  and  he  said  the  Irish  title  for  these  small 
eels,  which  I  have  for  the  moment  forgotten,  and 
he  added  the  information  that  at  such  times  it  was 
useless  fishing.  Mr.  Wood  said  nothing,  but,  like 
the  historical  parrot,  thought  a  lot.  He  baited  with 
elvers  on  a  small  hook  and  fine  gut,  and  had  grand 
sport,  until  every  one  in  the  place  followed  his 
example.  Thus  once  more  is  it  proved  that  a  man 
may  fish  for  half  a  century,  and  then  even  learn 
something.  I  am  really  beginning  to  think  that  I 
shall  never  learn  everything  connected  with  fishing, 
but  I  am  always  willing  to  learn  all  that  I  can. — 
Halcyon  in  Weekly  Edition  of  Leeds  Mercury. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 

and  56,  Chancery -lane,  London,  E.G. 

24,918.  Unloading  fish  from  vessels.  Patentees: 
Boston  Deep  Sea  Fishing  and  Ice  Co.  and 
J.  Bloomfield,  Boston,  Lines.  The  usual 
"  pounds  "  containing  the  fish,  instead  of 
being  fixed,  are  movable  on  rails  in  the 
bottom  of  the  hold.  The  "pounds"  at 
the  sides  are  supported  on  transverse 
rails,  and  those  along  the  centre  by 
longitudinal  rails  at  a  lower  level.  They 
are  made  fast  by  clamping  screws  and 
packing  timbers.  In  unloading,  the 
central  pounds  are  first  hoisted  out 
through  the  hatchway,  and  a  trolley  is 
then  lowered  on  to  the  rails.  The  side 
pounds  can  then  be  run  one  by  one  to 
this  trolley,  and  so  brought  under  the 
hatchway. 
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FISHING  NEAR  CAEN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  fancy  "  Wrentail  "  would  have  to 
go  a  good  distance  up  the  Orne  to  find  trout.  He 
should  make  local  inquiry  about  tributaries,  and 
would  probably  find  some  leave  obtainable.  There 
is  some  fronting,  I  believe,  at  M6zidon  ;  also  at 
Pont  I'Eveque.  There  are  some  pretty  streams  in  the 
Department  of  the  Manche,  one  or  two  of  which  con- 
tain salmon,  but  perhaps  your  correspondent  would 
not  care  about  going  so  far.  I  hope  he  will  have 
replies  from  some  anglers  who  know  the  Caen  district 
better  than  yovirs  truly,        Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  April  25,  1903. 

ODDS  AND  ENDS  AND  EASTER  HOLIDAYS. 

Dear  Sir, — "Odds":  Two  to  one  on  the  fish. 
"Ends"  :  An  empty  creel.  Aye,  the  odds  may  be 
safely  extended  to  twenty  to  one  unless  proper 
tackle,  bait,  and  tact  be  regarded.  Many  "  old 
hands  "  ridicule  going  a-fishing  if  the  weather  and 
water  be  imfavourable.  Experience  teaches  me, 
however,  that  even  imder  adverse  conditions  fishing 
is  not  such  a  forlorn  hope  after  all.  Success  depends 
quite  as  much  upon  the  angler's  tact  and  common- 
sense  as  upon  skill  and  suitable  gear.  It  is  the 
judicious  blend  that  tickles  the  palate  of  Pisces 
quite  as  much  as  that  of  "Homo."  If  anglers 
would  generalise  more  and  dogmatise  less  there 
would  be  fewer  blank  days.  There's  no  royal  road  to 
success  to  a  well-filled  creel,  and  I'm  heartily  glad 
of  it ;  were  it  otherwise,  we  should  have  nought 
left  but  sticklebacks. 

The  past  Easter  has  been  anything  but  favourable 
for  angling.  Bold  Boreas  blew  bitingly  bitter,  the 
waters  were  thin,  blood  still  thinner,  baskets  and 
hearts  still  lighter — vide  reports  in  the  Fishing 
Oazette.  Blizzards  and  blue  veins  notwithstanding, 
we  went  fishing,  and  a  more  enjoyable  Easter 
holiday  we  never  had.  On  April  11  "  Dick  "  and 
I  got  a  printer's  dozen,  weight  71b.  lOoz.,  best  fish 
IJIb.  On  Easter  Monday  we  had  eighteen  fish, 
which  bumped  the  scales  at  12Ib.  (another  IJlb.  in 
that  lot).    Now  mark  the  sequel. 

An  adept  with  the  fly  covered  the  same  stretch  of 
river  using  both  wet  and  dry  methods — his  take 
amounted  to  three  fish,  two  of  which  were  so  small 
they  were  put  back.  How  such  a  wide  difference 
between  the  two  catches  ?  Why  it  was  a  case  of 
worm  and  minnow  against  the  fly,  and  the  latter 
nowhere  !  It  was  plain  to  be  seen  that  trout  were 
not  rising  to  fly,  yet  our  competitor  kept  flailing 
away,  doubtless  thinking  they  would  rise  eventually. 
I  rather  think  we  took  a  rise  out  of  him  when  he 
had  a  peep  at  om-  catch  just  as  the  train  was 
drawing  up. 

"  Purists  "  may  be  excessively  nice  as  to  the  use 
of  flies — they  hold  the  worm  and  minnow  in  derision. 
I  prefer  an  empty  flask  to  an  empty  basket — who 
doesn't  ? — Yours  truly.      The  Boston  Bittern. 


or  only  the  bank  of  the  river  ?  Having  lived  in  the 
locality  all  my  life  and  fished  the  Severn  for  twenty 
years,  I  may  be  excused  for  differing  from  your  Bir- 
mingham correspondent's  opinions  as  to  the  fishing 
being  very  good.  My  opinion  is  just  the  opposite. 
A  31b.  basket  is  a  wonderful  sight,  and  as  for  the 
trout  at  Lincombe  weir,  I  very  much  doubt  if  any- 
one succeeds  in  taking  one  brace  in  a  day,  or,  for 
that  matter,  three  brace  during  the  whole  season. — 
Yours  truly.  H.  Ebury. 

Stourbridge-street,  Kidderminster. ] 

MARS  OIL  AND  HERON  TRAPS. 

My  dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  noticed  in  the 
last  issues  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  inquiries  about 
"  Marsol  "  and  heron-traps,  and  herewith  make  an 
attempt  to  satisfy  those  of  your  correspondents  who 
take  an  interest  in  these  two  items.  First,  as  to 
"  Marsol."  This  is  sold  in  this  country  in  boot 
stores  and  in  shops  where  saddlery  and  leather 
goods  for  the  use  of  sportsmen  are  sold.  It  is 
recommended  as  a  dubbin,  to  keep  the  leather  soft 
and  impervious  to  wet.  What  it  really  is  is  rather 
difficult  to  say,  because  its  natural  smell  has  been 
disguised  by  that  vile-smelling  stuff  which  German 
manufacturers  are  rather  partial  to,  and  which 
pretends  to  be  "  essence  of  bitter  almonds."  As  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  by  the  following 
rough  and  ready  test — to  burn  a  bit  of  pure  cotton 
wick  saturated  with  this  oil — its  main  component 
part  is  some  animal  oil.  Very  likely  some  other 
ingredients  are  mixed  with  it,  but  as  to  these  I  have 
not  even  the  slightest  indication.  How  it  can  be  of 
any  use  as  a  dressing  for  lines  I  am  unable  to  see  a 
priori.  Most  certainly  I  shall  give  it  a  ti'ial  this 
season,  but  must  confess  that  I  feel  rather  doubtful 
about  it.  I  have  found  out  the  general  agent  for 
this  country,  and  he  has  promised  to  send  me  the 
addresses  of  some  of  the  retailers  in  Germany,  from 
whom  you  could  get  further  information,  and, 
perhaps,  eventually  find  out  whether  there  happens 
to  be  an  agency  for  this  preparation  in  England.  I 
expect  to  get  this  information  shortly,  when  I  will 
at  once  forward  it  to  you.  As  to  heron-traps,  there 
are  two  large  manufacturers  of  traps  in  Haynau, 
Sclesien— E.  Grell  &  Co.  and  R.  Weber.  Both  of 
these  firms  make  heron-traps  from  4  mark  to 
13  mark.  The  first  of  these  firms  has  No.  31e,  Rei- 
hertellereisen,  4  mark  ;  No.  27c,  Das  Lane'sche 
Reihereisen,  mk.12.50.  The  second  firm  has  three 
numbers — 27c,  mk.8.50  ;  27d,  mk.l3 ;  and  27e, 
mk.4.50.  Trusting  this  may  be  of  some  vise  to  your 
readers. — Yours  truly,         Paul  Tchebkassov. 

St.  Petersburg. 

[Much  obliged  to  Baron  T.,  who  in  subsequent 
note  says  Mars  oil  can  be  bought  of  M.  Karl  Gilg, 
Gross  Lichterfelde,  Berlin. — Ed.] 

A  NOTE  FROM  LOUGH  CORRIB. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebftoc 

I  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

TO  FIND  THE  WEIGHT  OF  A  FISH  LARGER 
THAN  YOUR  SPRING-BALANCE  DENOTES. 

Sir, — At  page  264,  column  1,  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette  for  April  IS,  1903,  is  what  is  called  a 
"  dodge  "  for  finding  the  weight  of  a  fish  beyond 
the  range  of  the  angler's  weighing  machine  by  tying 
a  big  stone  to  the  machine.  Nothing  more  clum=iy 
was  ever  heard  of.  Let  me  suggest  a  simple 
practical  course  to  be  adopted  whenever  such  a 
case  has  to  be  dealt  with. 

Assuming  (to  take  your  correspondent's  figures) 
the  spring-balance  weighs  up  to  401b. ;  and  you 
catch  a  heavier  fish,  and  want  to  know  its  weight 
when  just  caught.  Take  a  piece  of  cord  from  your 
pocket  of  two  or  three  feet  long  and  put  it  through 
the  mouth  of  the  fish.  Tie  one  end  of  the  cord  to  a 
rail,  or  bough,  or  anything  else  firm  enough  to  bear 
it,  and  at  the  same  time  high  enough  to  let  the  tail 
swing  clear  of  the  ground.  Then  make  a  noose  at  the 
other  end  of  the  cord  and  put  it  over  the  hook  of 
the  weighing  machine,  which  you  hold  in  your 
hand  ;  and  you  must  so  hold  it  that  a  line  bisecting 
the  angle  which  the  strings  forming  the  sides  of  the 


V  make  would  be  at  right  angles  with  the  ground. 
The  weight  of  the  fish  is  then  borne  equally  by  the 
two  portions  of  the  cord  forming  the  two  sides  of 
the  V  :  and  if  the  machine  shows  a  weight  of  251b. 
on  the  one  string  you  know  that  the  other  string 
is  also  bearing  an  equal  weight  of  251b.,  and  that 
the  total  weight  of  the  fish  equals  25  x  2  =  501b, 

But  the  angler  must  play  fair.  He  must  be 
careful  that  the  angles  between  the  two  sides  of  the 

V  and  the  assumed  perpendicular  line  within  the  V 
are  equal  and  that  each  string  bears  an  equal  share  of 
the  weight.  Nothing  can  be  more  simple  than  this  ; 
but  unless  he  is  careful  about  it  he  will  cheat 
himself  and  others  also. 

My  own  machine  weighs  up  to  401b.,  and  I  have 
never  (unfortunately)  been  driven  to  adopt  this 
plan.  But  in  mentioning  this  method  to  friends  I 
have  often  illustrated  it  with  a  smaller  fi^h — for 
example,  if  in  such  a  case  you  find  the  machine 
gives  a  weight  of  121b.  for  one  siJe  of  the  V,  you 
know  that  the  weight  on  the  other  string  is  121b. 
also,  and  the  fish  will  weigh  12x2  =  24lb.,  which 
von  can  verify  by  weighing  it  in  the  ordinary  way. 
' — Yours  very  truly,  N. 

[As  the  method  d^^cribei  by  "N."  is  quite  new 
to  me — I  think  it  will  ba  to  m  my  anglers — I  have 
had  a  rough  sketch  mad«.  Care  must  bo  taken  to 
see  that  tlie  fish  hangs  exactly  in  the  cantrd. — Ed.] 


A  NICE  THAMES  TROUT. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — We  thought  you  would 
like  to  know  that  Mr.  L.  R.  W.  Loyd,  a  customer  of 
ours,  took  a  61b.  2oz.  trout  at  Cliveden  Reach  on  a 
live  bleak  last  Saturday  evening.  It  was  a  perfect 
specimen  in  every  respect,  and,  what  we  think  is 
very  rare  in  a  Thames  trout,  it  was  like  a  bar  of 
silver  with  black  spots.  It  looked  more  like  a 
fresh-run  salmon  than  a  trout.  We  are  now  setting 
it  up. — Yours  truly,  J.  Bernard  &  Son. 

Jermyn-street,  S.W. 

THE  BIRMINGHAM  ANGLERS  AND  THE 
RIVER  SEVERN. 

Dear  Sir, — As  far  back  as  anyone  can  remember 
the  people  have  been  able  to  fish  the  river  Severn 
between  Holt  Fleet  and  Stourport,  and  beyond  this 
up  to  Bridgnorth,  without  let  or  hindrance.  Now 
the  Birmingham  Angling  Association  steps  in  and 
secures  the  angling  rights  from  the  riparian  owners, 
thus  making  a  private  fishery  of  this  hitherto  free 
water.  There  will  be  a  vast  number  of  anglers  who 
will  sadly  feel  the  change  from  free  to  private  fishing, 
and  in  whose  interests  I  ask  Mr.  White  or  Mr.  Coles 
to  state  the  powers  of  the  B.A.A.  as  clearly  as 
possible.  First,  can  the  Is.  permit  be  had  without 
having  to  join  an  angling  society  ;  second,  do  their 
rights  extend  to  controlling  the  fishing  from  boats 


Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Fishing  on  Lough  Corrib 
has  been  poor  owing  to  the  bad  weather.  On 
Thursday  (April  23)  my  son  got  a  61b.  trout,  and  on 
Friday  (April  24)  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure 
a  grand  51b.  Salmo  ferox,  trout  of  21b.,  and  a  pike  of 
171b.,  and  my  friend  trout  of  2|lb.  and  2|lb.  A 
great  many  trout  are  rising  to  a  small  fly,  but  are 
very  shy  as  yet  to  take  the  artificial.  The  lough  is 
already  showing  improvement  now  cross-lining 
poaching  is  put  a  stop  to,  the  professionals  now 
fishing  in  a  fair  and  legal  manner  by  trolling. 
There  are  a  great  many  salmon  in  the  lough. — Faith- 
fully yours,  The  Old  Crock. 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT  EXHIBITION. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  Manchester  corre- 
spondent in  angling  notes  of  April  18,1  am  sorry 
he  and  his  Manchester  friends  did  not  find  the 
specimen  fish  they  came  so  far  to  see.  Maybe  they 
did  not  inspect  the  Provincial  Association  Section 
of  Exhibits  at  all,  as  there  are  two  distinct  shows 
of  fish  —  one  by  the  Birmingham  and  District 
Association,  and  the  other  by  the  Provincial 
Association.  The  Birmingham  and  District  Section 
is  situated  at  the  back  of  the  band-stand  in  the 
gallery,  while  the  Provincial  Section,  which  is  in 
the  gallery  at  the  left-hand  corner  on  entering  the 
Exhibition,  are  stands  Nos.  168  and  169. 

The  whole  of  the  fish  mentioned  in  my  report. 


Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 

HAVE    STILL    TO    CLEAR   A  FEW 

YEARLINGS,  also  11  to  12  inch  two-year-olds  and  1  lb.  to  2  lb.  TROUT, 

SUBPLUS  STOCK,      See  also  advertisement  on  cover. 
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which  appeared  in  yours  of  April  4,  are  on  view, 
and  for  the  information  of  your  correspondent  the 
13Jlb.  bream  is  exhibit  No.  67,  while  the  3^lb.  roach 
is  exhibit  No.  7. 

If  your  correspondent  wishes  for  any  further 
information  re  our  exhibits  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
supply  same  on  application  to  yours  faithfully, 
H.  W.  Miller, 
Secretary  Provincial  Angling  Association, 
Fish  Section. 

15,  Aston-lane, 

Perry  Barr,  Birmingham. 

FISHING    WITH    A   MAP— FISHING  IN 
FINISTERRE. 

Deab  Sib, — Will  "  Piscator  "  kindly  state  if  his 
expectations  have  been  realised  in  respect  of  Miirlen- 
bach — I  may  possibly  be  tempted  to  go  there 
during  the  next  few  weeks.  Does  "Piscator" 
advise  one's  going  viA  Cologne  from  England  ? 
Would  it  not  be  preferable  to  branch  off  at 
Herbesthal  after  leaving  Liege  ?  Will  "  Piscator  " 
please  reply,  and  also  give  name  of  hotel  or  inn  ? 

Some  two  or  three  years  since  Oyster  "  gave  a 
short  account  of  a  day  or  two  spent  at  Huelgoat  in 
Finisterre.  Has  he  had  any  further  experience  of 
this  place,  and  if  he  can  remember,  would  he  kindly 
give  the  landlord's  name  and  full  postal  address  ? — 
Yours  truly,  S.  P.  Q.  R. 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MASK. 
Dear  Sib, — For  the  benefit  of  the  local  boatmen 
and  for  the  general  information  of  your  readers,  I 
thought  it  worth  while  to  mention  some  good  sport 
obtained  in  Lough  Mask  recently.  My  friends,  Mr. 
Grice  and  Mr.  Usher,  and  myself  spent  six  days  at 
Kilbride  Lodge,  where  we  were  thoroughly  well 
catered  for  by  Pat  Summerville,  whom  I  have  every 
confidence  in  recommending  as  a  thoroughly  reliable 


FISHING  NEAR_GOOLE. 

Dear  Sib, — As  I  shall  be  spending  a  fortnight  at 
Goole  in  a  short  tira3,  I  should  bo  much  obliged  if 
you  will  kindly  inform  me  wliethor  there  is  any 
good  fishing  there,  and,  if  so,  of  what  kind. — -Yours 
truly,  Ignotus. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  Walbran  will  kindly  answer  this 
question.  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  fishing  of 
any  account  nearer  than  the  Wharfe  above  Ilkley. 
—Ed.] 

WHAT  IS  WHITEBAIT  ? 
Dear  Sib, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  what  con- 
stitutes the  fish  called  whitebait — whether  it  is  a 
distinct  fish  or  otherwise  ? — Yours  truly,  * 

G.  Batt-Mills. 
[Whitebait  caught  in  the  Thames  is  chiefly  the 
fry  of  the  herring,  with  a  small  proportion  of  sprat 
fry.     Of  course  some  of  the  fry  of  other  fish  get 
caught  also  and  cooked  with  the  whitebait. — Ed.] 

WHAT  IS  THE  SARDINE  ? 

Deab  Sib, — As  a  constant  subscriber  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  will  you  kindly  answer  me  this 
question  ?  Are  there  such  sea  fish  alive  as  sardines  ? 
Or  is  it  a  fact  that  sprats  and  small  pilchards  are 
put  through  a  process  and  called  sardines  ' — Yours 
truly,  A.  J.  Pabkeb. 

[Sardine  is  the  name  given  to  the  young  pilchard. 
—Ed.] 


MALFORMED  PIKE. 
Dear  Sib, — I  am  enclosing  you  a  photograph 
taken  of  a  pike  killed  here  a  few  days  ago  in  the 
Windrush.  The  pike  was  a  female  full  of  spawn, 
weighing  7lb.  You  will  notice  a  malformation  in 
the  upper  jaw,  which  was  IJin.  shorter  than  the 
lower  jaw,  which  was  of  normal  length.    There  was 


IS  THERE  SALMON  AND  TROL'T  FISHING 
IN  DENMARK  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  kindly  inform  me  whether 
there  is  any  salmon  oi-  trout  fisliing  to  be  had  in 
Denmark  ?  There  is  nothing  on  the  subject  in  the 
"  Anglers'  Guide."  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. 
— Yours  truly,  Albanach. 

Penarth. 

[I  can  find  nothing  about  it  in  the  "Anglers' 
Diary,"  or  "Murray's  Denmark,"  or  "Baedeker's 
Denmark,"  so  I  have  written  to  ask  a  corre- 
spondent in  Denmark. — Ed.] 

"EXMOOR  TROUTLETS." 

Deab  Sir, — The  article  in  last  week's  Fishing 
Gazette  dealing  with  Mr.  Wade's  book,  "Exmoor 
Streams,"  is  certainly  to  me  at  least  an  "  eye- 
opener."  I  know  full  well  the  capacity  of  certain 
anglers — thank  God,  not  all,  for  the  credit  of  sport 
— to  creel  everything  that  comes  along  over  an  inch 
or  so  in  size,  Vjut  I  certainly  did  not  think  a  gentle- 
man could  be  found  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  Great  Britain  to  creel  fingerlings  of  2oz. 
and  3oz.  I  am  making  no  idle  boast  when  I  affirm 
that  I  yield  the  palm  to  no  one  in  the  keenness  of 
my  enthusiasm  and  devotion  to  the  "  trout  " 
branch  of  angling,  but  the  angler  who  can  affirm 
that  the  average  of  the  fish  to  be  taken  in  certain 
streams  he  has  fished  makes  eight  and  ten  and 
twelve  to  the  pound — well,  the  statement  .simply 
takes  one's  breath  away.  My  own  practice  is  never 
to  retain  any  fish  under  7in.  in  length  from  fork  of 
tail  to  eye  where  the  trout  run  small  ;  and  none 
under  6oz.  in  weight  where  they  run  large,  and  I  am 
beginning  to  feel  a  little  ashamed  even  of  that 
standard. 

It  is  small  wonder  that  trout  of  lib.  to  21b.  and 
upwards  are  so  scarce  when  waters  are  depleted  in 


man,  and  the  boats  and  boatmen  provided  by  him 
are  all  that  could  be  desired.  Our  total  catch  of 
trout  amounted  to  sixty-one  fish — the  largest  a 
gillaroo  of  41b.  2oz. — in  addition  to  which  we  had 
several  pike,  the  best  being  1 3^4b.  I  have  more  than 
once  read  from  correspondence  through  your 
columns  that  Mask  was  not  fishable  in  a  north  wind, 
but  we  had  very  good  sport  one  or  two  days  when 
the  wind  was  from  that  direction. — Yours  truly, 

J.  W.  Florance. 


SOME  QUERIES  RE  IRISH  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  W.  F.  Booth 
will  refer  to  Fishing  Gazette  Aug.  23,  30,  and  Sept. 
6, 1902  (which  I  understand  from  his  letter  in  issue  of 
April  18  he  has  in  his  club  library),  he  will  find  an 
article  over  my  signature,  "  To  Erin's  Isle,"  which 
will,  I  think,  answer  bis  inquiries.  But  should  he 
require  further  information  and  will  communicate 
with  me  I  will  tell  him  all  he  wants  to  know  re 
Lough  Mask. — Yours  truly,       E.  F.  Goodwin. 

140,  Fulbourne-road, 
Walthamstow,  Essex. 

"LIGHT  METAL  PIPE-COVERS." 

Dear  Sir, — We  note  in  your  correspondence 
columns  an  inquiry  for  light  metal  pipe-covers.  One 
of  our  employes  used  to  make  these  for  a  living. 
The  decreasing  demand  ultimately  made  him  seek 
other  work.  He  is  at  liberty,  and  would  doubtless 
be  willing  to  make  any  to  order,  and  we  will  be  happy 
to  pass  orders  on  to  him.  We  know  nothing  of  his 
prices,  but  they  would  be  very  moderate  and  the 
workmanship  first-class. — Yours  truly, 

64,  George-street,  Wm.  Browk  &  Co. 

Aberdeen. 


no  appearance  of  any  injury  at  any  time  to  the  upper 
jaw,  the  shape  being  the  same  all  round,  only  the  jaw 
appears  to  be  shortened  and  depressed  suddenly. 
As  I  thought  you  might  like  the  photograph  I  ven- 
tured to  send  it  to  you.  I  enclose  my  card. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  S.  B.  Oakley. 

Oxford. 

[It  is  not  very  uncommon  to  see  trout  malformed 
in  this  way,  but  I  never  saw  a  pike  with  quite  such 
a  curious  upper  jaw. — Ed.] 

"  ROACH   IN  IRELAND." 

Dear  Sib, — With  reference  to  the  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  April  25  by  "  W.  N.  C."  re 
no  roach  in  Ireland.  I  4iave  caught  roach  in  co. 
Kildare  in  the  canal  between  Sallins  and  Landans- 
town  ;  perhaps  "  W.  N.  C."  knows  the  locality  well. 
I  have  also  cavight  roach  in  the  north  of  Ireland — 
that  is,  CO.  Armagh — in  a  large  fresh-water  lake, 
called  Camlough  Lough,  about  2i  miles  from  Newry, 
on  the  Newtown  Hamilton  road ;  there  are  also  roach 
in  the  canal  at  Newry,  and,  I  believe,  in  the  Santry 
Reservoir,  Dublin  ;  and  a  reservoir  on  the  Curragh 
Camp. — Youi-s  truly,  R.  D.  F. 

"EXMOOR   STREAMS"— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  notice  of  Mr.  Wade's  recent 
volume,  "  Exmoor  Streams,"  in  noticing  the  size  of 
the  fish  you  speak  of  "  the  chalk  and  weir  waters." 
This  should  have  been  "  Chalk  and  Weir  Waters  "  ; 
the  pi'inter's  error  has  turned  the  name  of  the 
streams  into  the  kind  of  water  that  they  can  lay  no 
claim  to. — Yours  truly,  J.  G.  Commin. 

Exeter. 

[Of  course  I  wrote  "  Chalk  and  Weir." — Ed.] 


this  shameless  way.  Where  in  the  name  of  Fortune 
are  the  big  trout  of  the  future  to  come  from  if  this 
slaughter  of  the  innocents  is  permitted  to  go  on  ? — 
Yours  truly,  S.  Wales. 

[Mr.  Wade  does  not  think  that  the  small  trout  he 
refers  to  ever  grow  any  larger  ;  he  thinks  they  are 
many  of  them  quite  old  fish.  His  experience  is  so 
much  greater  than  mine  as  regards  these  small 
Exmoor  trout  that  I  cannot  say  his  view  is  wrong. 
Many  years  ago  I  advocated  a  limit  of  6in.  or  7in. 
being  established  for  the  Exmoor  streams,  but  both 
landowners  and  anglers  said  it  would  be  no  use,  as 
the  fish  never  grew  so  big  !  But  I  know  that  these 
tiny  trout  will  grow  into  grand  fellows  of  several 
pounds  weight  if  they  get  the  chance.  It  is  simply 
a  question  of  too  many  trout  and  too  little  food. 
We  all  know  waters  where  perch  swarm,  but  rarely 
grow  more  than  an  ounce  or  two.  Mr.  Wade  is  per- 
fectly frank  as  regards  the  size  of  the  trout — or, 
rather,  of  the  want  of  it. — Ed.] 


MESSRS.  JOHN  PLAYER'S  STURGEON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  obliged  if  you  co  ild  let 
me  know  in  your  next  issue  of  the  Fisliing  Gazette 
whether  the  enclosed  re  sturgeon  is  true  or  the  largest 
on  record. — Yours  truly,  P.  T.  B. 

[Messrs.  John  Player  and  Sons  sell  excellent 
tobacco,  but  if  the  cigarettes  they  sell  with  their  fish 
stories  are  as  strong  as  the  following  they  will  take 
some  smoking: — "  Sturgeon  (Acipenser  sturio). — 
The  coasts  and  rivers  of  Russia  are  famous  for  their 
sturgeon,  and  large  rivers  have  been  blocked  with 
the  solid  mass  of  sturgeon  ascending  them.  It  is  a 
timid  fish,  though  immensely  strong,  and  seeks  its 
food  by  turning  up  the  soft  bottom  of  the  river  or  sea 
with  its  sensitive  snout.  Sturgeon  10ft.  to  14ft.  in 
length  are  frequently  caught,  and  the ^4.  Ausospecios, 
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the  Giant  Sturgeon,'  has  been  known  to  measure 
the  ahnost  incredible  length  of  66ft.,  and  the 
heaviest  sturgeon  on  record  weighed  3,2001b." 
Conundrum  :  If  the  heaviest  sturgeon  on  record 
only  weighs  3,2001b.,  what  would  one  known  to 
measure  5Gft.  weigh  ?  But  perhaps  they  measured 
It  like  the  boy  did  his  first  trout — up  one  side  and 
down  the  other,  and  then  round  the  middle.— Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  BASSENTHWAITE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  one  of  your  readers  inform 
me  whether  the  fishing  in  this  lake  is  free ;  or,  if 
not,  can  a  licence  be  procured,  and,  if  so,  from  whom 
and  at  what  cost  ? 

Any  further  information  volunteered  will  be  very 
acceptable. — Yours  truly.  Spinner. 

FISHING  IN  LOUGHS  MASK  AND  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  am  hoping  to  visit  Loughs  Mask 
and  Corrib  for  a  fortnight  next  month  (starting  on 
the  16th),  I  should  be  much  obliged  to  any  of  your 
numerous  readers  if  they  could  let  me  know  of  any 
comfortable  lodging  to  be  had  at  moderat*  cost  on 
the  shores  of  either  of  these  lakes. 

I  should  also  be  glad  to  hear  of  a  kindred  spirit 
who  would  care  to  share  a  boat  for  the  dapping, 
etc. — Yours  truly,  E.  R.  T, 


TROUT-FISHING  IN  DERWENT  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — We  feel^hat  Derwent  Water  has  been 
allowed  to  lie  fallow  too  long,  and  are  determined,  if 
help  is  forthcoming,  to  do  our  best  to  make  it  one  of 
tl^e  finest  lakes  for  trout-fishing  in  Great  Britain. 
We  believe  we  shall  succeed,  and  for  the  following 
reasons: — (1)  Though  it  has  an  acreage  of  two 
square  miles,  it  is  one  of  the  shallowest  of  our  English 
lakes,  averaging  only  18ft.  in  depth  ;  (2)  it  has 
splendid  bottom  feed  all  the  year  round,  and  good 
shallows  for  fishing  ground;  (3)  it  is  fortunate  in 
having  an  excellent  rise  of  Drake  or  May  Fly.  This  is 
an  exceptional  advantage  ;  (4)  it  has  in  the  Derwent 
stream — better  known  as  the  Borrowdale  beck — and 
its  tributaries  an  incomparable  spawning  ground. 
Frank  Buckland,  when  he  inspected  the  district, 
went  round  the  lake  and  up  Borrowdale,  and  re- 
ported on  the  lake  and  neighbourhood  as  "  the  finest 
natural  fish-breeding  district  in  the  United  King- 
dom." He  visited  Mr.  Hem-y  Mayson's  Ordnance 
Model  of  the  Lake  District,  and  made  the  following 
entry  in  the  visitors'  book  : — "  Frank  Buckland, 
Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries.  I  have  examined  the 
model  of  the  most  magnificent  fish  farm  in  Her 
Majesty's  dominions.  I  trust  that  the  effect  of  the 
inquiry  Mr.  Walpole  and  myself  have  held  in  the 
Lake  District  during  the  past  week  will  result  in  the 
scientific  cultivation  of  the  great  water  system  of  this 
region,  so  as  to  increase  food  and  sport  to  the  local  as 
well  as  the  general  public. — 15th  Feb.,  1878  "  ; 

(5)  a  fish  hatchery  on  the  shores  of  the  lake  is 
already  in  operation,  and  arrangements,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  made  to  enlarge  it  for   future  needs ; 

(6)  we  have  the  co-operation  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Manor  and  the  riparian  owners,  and  the  local 
Angling  Association  and  the  Derwent  Fishery  Board 
are  with  us. 

Leases  of  the  fishing  rights  for  twenty  years  have 
been  obtained  on  easy  terms  from  Lord  Leconfield 
and  Mr.  R.  D.  Marshall.  All  that  is  needed  is  to 
empower  an  active  and  influential  committee  of  the 
Angling  Association,  by  giving  them  the  necessary 
means  to  carry  out  their  project,  and  we  appeal  for  a 
sum  of  not  less  than  £1,000  to  make  the  experiment 
of  stocking  the  lake  on  a  sufficiently  large  scale  to 
ensure  success.  Our  project  will  have  interest  for 
fishermen  not  only  in  Cumberland  but  throughout 
the  country.  We  are  nearer  London  and  the  large 
towns  of  Lancashire  and  the  Midlands  than  the 
Scotch  lochs.  If  by  judicious  stocking  and  conser- 
vancy we  can  provide  good  sport  on  Derwent  Water, 
we  shall  be  directly  benefiting  all  fishermen  who 
cannot  spare  the  time  or  afford  to  go  so  far  afield  as 
Scotland  or  Ireland  for  the  sport  they  desire. 

The  scheme  is  in  no  sense  a  commercial  one,  and 
any  income  that  may  accrue  from  the  increased  sale 
of  licences  will  be  devoted  solely  to  the  further  im- 
provement of  the  fishing.  Subscriptions  to  the 
amount  of  £300  have  already  been  promised  before 
any  appeal  to  the  public  has  been  made.  Accounts 
have  been  opened  at  the  York  City  and  County 
Bank,  Keswick  ;  the  Carlisle  and  Cumberland  Bank, 
Keswick  ;  the  Bank  of  Liverpool,  Keswick. 
Cheques  to  be  crossed  and  made  payable  to  the  Der- 
went Water  Trout  Stocking  Fund,  or  to  Mr.  John 
Gibson,  secretary  to  the  Angling  Association, 
Keswick. — Yours  truly,  H.  D.  Rawnsley, 

Chairman  of  Executive  Committee. 

The  scheme  has  the  support  of  the  following  :  

Lord  Muncaster  ;  Lord  Leconfield  ;  R.  D.  Marshall, 
Esq.  ;  *Leyland  Langton,  Esq.  ;  Henry  Howard' 
Esq.  ;  J.  W.  Lowther,  Esq.,  M.P.  ;  Lieut.-Colonel 
Kemp  ;  '*Canon  Rawnsley  ;  "'Tindall  Harris,  Esq.  ; 
Canon  Sutton,  Chairman  Derwent  Fishery  Board  • 


♦Harrison  Dixon,  Esq.,  President  Keswick  Angling 
Association  ;  *Leieester  Colliei-,  Esq.,  Vice-President 
Keswick  Angling  Association  ;  *S.  T.  Venour,  Esq.  ; 
John  Marshall,  Esq.  ;  Frank  Marshall,  Esq.  ;  S.  M. 
Fox,  Esq.  ;  J.  S.  Birkett,  Esq.  ;  Lloyd  Wilson, 
Esq.  ;  J.  W.  Leigh,  Esq.  ;  Dr.  Withers  ;  John  Bush, 
Esq.  ;  Rev.  D.  G.  Douglas  ;  Rev.  A.  J.  Heelis  ;  i=Mr. 
H.  A.  Beadle  ;  *Mr.  Henry  Mayson. 
Keswick,  April  23.  1903. 

*  Member  of  Executive  Committee. 

SALMON   AND  THINGS. 

{Concluded  from  page  295.) 

When  animal  has  to  pass  through  a  stage  of 
existence  m  which  its  food  is  no  longer  procm-able, 
it  either  perishes  or  learns  to  do  without  it.  Salmon 
and  hibernating  creatures  seem  to  belong  to  the 
latter  class.  The  former  class  is,  of  course,  con- 
spicuous by  its  absence,  except  in  the  fossil  form. 
The  creature  that  stores  food  in  its  hibernaculum 
is  a  class  apart  ;  the  genviine  fasters,  like  the  salmon 
and  the  bear,  live  on  their  fat. 

I  hope  your  correspondent  will  pardon  me.  He 
instances  as  the  queerest  angling  incident  of  his  life 
a  salmon  taking  a  small  trout  on  an  Archer  spinner, 
which  was  being  spun  for  pike  in  very  low,  clear 
water,  and  I  readily  admit  the  thing  was  very 
unusual.  But  why  "  queer  "  ?  It  was  simply 
'■  cussed,"  and  is  by  no  means  singular,  with  non- 
essential modifications,  in  the  history  of  salmon  or 
other  angling.  But  I  shall  tell  you,  sir,  what  is  my 
queerest  experience  among  fish  and  fishers.  That  a 
man  who  has  presumably  killed  hundreds  of  salmon 
spinning  natural  baits  under  ordinary  conditions  of 
water,  and  seen  nothing  particularly  suggestive  in  it 
about  salmon  feeding,  should  at  once  discover  proof 
positive  of  their  doing  so  wlien  he  takes  one  in  low, 
clear  water.    This  holds  the  field. 

The  water-rat  in  the  stomach  of  the  Welsh 
salmon  is  an  extraordinary  bit  of  history,  and  de- 
serving of  permanent  record.  By  the  way,  would 
not  that  find  entitle  "  G."  to  claim  that  £50  which 
Buckland  offered  as  a  standing  reward  for  a  salmon 
taken  in  fresh  water  with  food  in  him  ?  For  sm'ely 
a  water-rat  is  food  !  I  recollect  some  years  ago  a 
correspondent  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  had  a  salmon 
with  a  12in.  paraffin  candle  in  him,  and  wanted  to 
know  what  he  swallowed  it  for.  But  rats  and  mice 
— I  mean  candles — and  such  small  deer  as  salmon 
food  seem  rather  queer.  I  must  ask  "  G."  to  excuse 
me  again.  I  unhesitatingly  accept  his  rat  in  all  good 
faith,  and  also  the  candle.  I  take  both  facts  to  be 
absolutely  historical,  but  strange  as  it  may  possibly 
seem  I  think  they  tell  profoundly  against  the  feeding 
theory.  I  once  knew  a  man  who  was  shot  to  have 
his  mouth  full  of  gravel  when  he  was  taken  up  dead. 
This  gruesome  discovery  scarcely  proved  that  the 
poor  fellow  had  been  a  clay  eater.  I  should  call  the 
candle  and  the  rat  cases  of  gastritic  dementia  ;  at 
least,  I  call  it  that  for  want  of  a  better  term.  It  is  a 
sudden,  irresistible,  momantary  access  of  a  sus- 
pended faculty  disordered  and  imperfect  in  action. 
Some  salmon  seem  never  to  experience  it.  The 
Pacific  fish  will  "savage  "  nothing — -candles  or  rats, 
shrimp  or  fly.  Certain  conditions  of  weather  and 
water  tend  to  develop  it  ;  on  some  rivers  it  is  more 
frequent  than  on  others  ;  certain  shapes,  colours, 
and  motions  affect  it  and  so  on.  That  it  is  diseased 
and  disordered  like  the  love-songs  of  the  stricken 
Ophelia  I  incline  to  believe  when  I  see  that  a  red, 
cooked  shrimp  will  excite  it  rather  than  one  as  it 
exists  in  the  sea,  and  also  the  case  of  a  natural  bait. 
This  last  always  seemed  to  me  profoundly  sugges- 
tive. Take  a  large  can  of  lively  gudgeon,  for 
instance,  and  pour  them  into  the  midst  of  a  school 
of  salmon  on  the  feed.  They  are  utterly  unnoticed. 
Though  they  swim  around  leisurely  amongst  the 
swarming  leviathans,  and  cross  their  noses  again 
and  again,  to  seize  and  eat  one  never  entered  the 
thoughts  of  a  salmon  in  his  wildest  dreams.  But 
kill  one  of  them,  stick  him  on  an  Archer  spinner, 
and  draw  him  athwart  the  stream.  Then  you  shall 
see  what  you  shall  see. 

Another  point  anent  the  rat  and  the  candle.  The 
feeding  in  fresh  water  advocates  have  explained 
away  the  absence  of  food  in  the  salmon's  stomach 
by  telling  us  that  hooking  and  playing  the  fish  acts 
on  him  as  an  emetic.  The  rat  and  candle  incidents 
do  not  seem  to  help  this  theory  much.  In  law  and 
logic  the  negative  is  silent.  Let  the  affirmative 
prove  its  case.  All  efforts  made  by  the  affirmative 
side  of  this  question,  if  we  admit  it  is  even  a  ques- 
tion, to  make  good  its  contention  about  feeding  in 
fresh  water  utterly  fail  to  convince.  That  is,  of 
course,  if  feeding  means  anything  more  than  im- 
bibing some  sort  of  invisible  fairy  jelly.  Last  of  all, 
I  totally  deny  that  common-sense  suggests,  prima 
facie,  that  salmon  feed  in  fresh  water.  Quite  the 
contrary  !  Nothing  is  more  probable  than  that 
such  a  tremendous  change  in  the  surroundings  and 
conditions  of  the  fish  as  migration  means  is  attended 


by  some  great  and  marvellous  changes  in  habits  and 
instincts.  It  may  well  be  existence  is  only  possible 
in  this  way,  for  if  the  fish  must  feed  he  must  die 
since  there  is  no  food  for  him.  It  was  once  enter" 
tained  by  some  people,  and  I  think  White  has  an 
echo  of  the  old  belief  in  hu  delightful  "  Selborne," 
that  sometimes  swallows  on  the  approach  of  winter 
dashed  themselves  against  the  surface  of  small 
lonely  pools,  dived  to  the  bottom,  and  concealed 
themselves  in  a  state  of  torpidity  under  stones  or 
in  holes  there.  Now  let  us  assume  that  they  do  so. 
Would  any  man  in  his  senses  expect  to  find  those 
swallows  feeding  in  the  water  during  the  winter  ? 
In  the  presence  of  such  an  extraordinary  pheno- 
menon we  are  prepared  to  find  even  more  extra- 
ordinary conditions  set  up  than  a  permanent  fast. 
And  it  is  so  with  the  migratory  salmonidae.  Common- 
sense  should  teach  us  to  be  prepared  for  anything 
in  such  a  case,  for  here,  if  ever,  in  the  most  revolu- 
tionary of  situations,  it  is  the  unexpected  which 
may  be  expected  to  happen.  What  a  profoundly 
disturbing  factor,  for  instance,  in  its  existence  must 
the  sudden  use  of  fresh  water  for  salt  be  in  the  case 
of  the  salmon  or  sea-trout  ?  Is  it  not  in  itself 
enough  to  account  for  any  vagary  or  eccentricity, 
however  'bewildering  ?  I  should  like  to  know, 
of  course,  whether  that  rat  was  partially  digested 
or  not,  for  the  scientists  seem  to  say  the  functions 
of  the  digestive  apparatus  are  all  suspended  when 
the  salmon  is  with  us.  If  so,  the  rat  would  have 
rotted  in  the  fish's  stomach,  destroyed  that  organ, 
and  killed  the  fish.  The  presence  of  the  rat 
(and  the  candle)  prove  (what  I  had  doubted)  that 
the  fish  is  able  to  swallow  effectively.  But  can  he 
digest  ?  That  a  salmon  can  partly  swallow  seems 
undoubted,  for  the  creature's  inlialation  is  a  form  of 
swallowing,  and  all  that  seems  to  be  wanted  is  a  more 
vigorous  gulp  than  usual  to  send  a  mouthful  of  solid 
matter  down  the  gullet  to  the  stomach  entrance. 
But  can  the  fish  force  it  into  the  stomach  ?  Was 
the  rat  in  the  lower  gullet  merely  or  actually  within 
the  stomach  ?  "  G."  knows  best,  but  I  am  open 
to  lay  odds  against  anything  being  forced  into  the 
stomach  by  any  effort  of  the  fish.  A  fearful  con- 
vulsive spasm  could  do  it  perhaps,  but  the  bet  is  a 
safe  one.  And  once  in  the  stomach  it  would  kill 
the  fish. — Yours  truly,  Mona. 


FISHING  ON  LOCH  LOMOND. 

Sir, — Would  some  brother  angler  who  knows 
Loch  Lomond  kindly  tell  me  if  June  is  a  good 
month  there  ?  I  see  anglers  are  having  good  sport 
on  it  now,  whilst  we  on  the  Deveron  find  fishing 
very  slow  and  cold  work.  There  are  tons  of  snow 
on  the  Cabrach. — Yours  truly,  A.  K. 

Himtly. 


SALMON  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Dear  Sir, — There  seems  to  exist  a  very  great  deal 
of  doubt  as  to  whether  ornot  the  salmon  of  British 
Columbia  can  be  persuaded  to  take  a  fiy.  As  I  have 
made  no  less  than  three  separate  raids  on  the  waters 
of  our  Pacific  Province  since  the  year  1895,  and  have 
fished  practically  every  river  or  lake  of  importance 
from  the  angler's  point  of  view,  you  will  doubtless 
allow  me  to  state  my  own  experience  as  briefly  as 
possible.  I  recollect  on  one  occasion,  some  miles 
below  the  spot  where  the  broad  sun-lit  waters  of  the 
Cowichan  Lake  pour  over  a  rippling  shallow  on  their 
thirty-mile  jom'ney  to  the  sea,  we  tried  on  very 
many  occasions  with  many  of  our  popular  English 
salmon  flies  to  lure  one  of  the  hundreds  of  salmon 
of  all  sizes  that  literally  carpeted  the  pools.  It  was 
all  to  no  purpose.  The  extreme  act  of  curiosity 
that  we  ever  witnessed  amongst  these  schools  of 
unsophisticated  salmon  was  when  a  ten-pounder 
lazily  swam  from  his  couch  on  the  bottom  of  the 
river  and  followed  the  fly  for  half-a-dozen  yards. 
Away  down  the  Cowichan  River,  at  the  head 
of  the  tidal  water,  are  a  series  of  delightful  pools, 
that  I  have  seen  literally  jammed  with  fish; 
but  though  the  sea  -  trout  would  rise  readily 
enough  we  never  succeeded  in  persuading  a  genuine 
salmon  to  take  our  files.  With  spoon  baits  we 
were  invariably  successful,  and  took  fish  up  to  601b. 
On  another  occasion  on  the  Kennedy  river,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  Vancouver  Island,  the  first  of  the 
flood  tide  brought  up  an  immense  shoal  of  fish  that 
came  to  the  surface  m  all  directions  as  they  felt  the 
infiuenoe  of  the  fresh  water.  There  was  no  neces- 
sity to  place  our  fly  over  any  particular  fish,  for  the 
whole  river  was  full  of  them,  but  though  we  worked 
hard  until  the  chilly  evening  breeze  came  blowing 
in  from  the  straits  of  San  Juan,  we  failed  to  take  a 
single  salmon  with  the  fiy.  On  very  many  other 
occasions  I  have  given  the  fly  everj''  possible  trial 
without  success,  and  I  will  conclude  this  brief  letter 
by  stating  that  in  the  town  of  Victoria  a  gentleman 
was  pointed  out  to  me  as  someone  a  bit  above  the 
ordinary  in  that  he  had  once  taken  a  British 
Columbian  salmon  with  a  Jock  Scott. — Yours 
truly,  J.  H.  Wrigley. 


May  9,  1903 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Pi-ovinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  mnuey  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10»  ed. 

Si.x  Months         ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page  ..    2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisementa  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manages,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  EIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  9,  1903j 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR! 


Some  Grand  New  Dry-Flies,' 
In  the  Field  recently,  "  Detached  Badger"— that 
is,  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford— gave  some  further  par- 
ticulars respecting  his  new  patterns  of  dry-flies. 
Here  is  what  he  says  : — 

"  It  may  be  remembered  that  in  the  latter  part 
of  last  year  an  article  from  my  pen  treated  of  the 
new  patterns  which  had  been  worked  out  here  by 
me  with  the  local  fly-dresser — patterns  in  which  a 
serious  attempt  had  been  made  to  try  and  reproduce 
as  nearly  as  possible  the  precise  shades  of  colour  in 
the  natural  insect.  At  the  time  I  warned  my 
readers  that  it  was  premature  to  infer  that,  because 
they  were  presumably  a  better  match  in  colour 
than  any  previous  imitations,  they  would  prove 
more  killing.  The  limited  experience  of  last  season, 
however,  has  been  so  encouraging  that  I  have 
decided  metaphoricaUy  to  burn  my  boats  for  this 
season,  so  as  to  try  the  experiment  fully. 

"  I  have  now  many  dozens  of  Ephemeridae  dressed 
to  these  patterns,  and  intend  to  use  no  other 
patterns  during  the  current  year.  From  time  to 
time  I  hope  to  contribute  further  information,  and 
record  the  sport  obtained.  The  successful  flies  will 
tend  to  indicate  which  are  the  favourites  with  the 
Itchen  trout,  and  possibly  assist  dry-fly  men  on 
other  streams.  For  convenience  I  now  give  a  list 
of  the  patterns,  and  for  the  sake  of  reference  am 
gi'dng  each  a  designative  number:— No.  1,  Olive 
Dun,  male ;  No.  2,  Olive  Dun,  female ;  No.  3,  Dark 
Ohve  Dun,  male ;  No.  4,  Dark  Olive  Dun,  female ; 
No.  5,  Olive  Spinner,  male ;  No.  6,  Ohve  Spinner, 
female ;  No.  7,  Iron  Blue  Dun,  male ;  No.  8,  Iron 
Blue  Dun,  female ;  No.  9.  Iron  Blue  Spinner,  male 
(Jenny  Spinner) ;  No.  10,  Iron  Blue  Spinner,  female ; 
No.  11,  Pale  Watery  Dun,  male;  No.  12,  Pale 
Watery  Dun,  female ;  No.  13,  Pale  Watery  Spinner, 
male;  No.  14,  Pale  Watery  Spinner,  female;  No.  15, 
Blue  Winged  Ohve,  male;  No.  16,  Blue  Winged 
Olive,  female ;  No.  17,  Sherry  Spinner,  male ;  No.  18, 
Sherry  Spinner,  female;  No.  19,  Light  May  Fly, 
male  ;  No.  20,  Light  May  Fly,  female ;  No.  21,  Dark 
May  Fly,  male ;  No.  22,  Dark  May  Fly.  female ; 
No.  23,  Spent  Gnat,  male;  No.  24,  Spent  Gnat, 
female. 

i'l  have  always  been  fully  convinced  of  the 


danger  Of  indulging  in  prediction,  and  especially  in 
regard  to  so  fickle  a  race  as  trout  or  other  salmonidce, 
and  this  danger  is  enhanced  by  the  taste  of  the 
individual  fisherman  also  being  an  important  factor 
as  bearing  on  the  success  or  non-success  of  artificial 
flies.  In  this  instance,  however.  I  am  inchned  to 
ran  the  risk  and  prophesy  that,  while  the  trout 
will  not  in  any  way  like  these  new  patterns  less, 
the  angler  will,  after  an  exhaustive  trial,  declare 
that  he  likes  them  better  than  the  old  standards.'' 

Feeling  sure  that  the  new  patterns  would  be  an 
advance  on  even  Mr.  Halford's  previous  patterns, 
I  ordered  a  supply  from  Mi-.  Geo.  Holland,  of 
29,  The  Square,  Winchester,  who  is  the  local  fly- 
dresser  referred  to  by  Mr.  Halford.  The  flies  have 
since  arrived,  and  although  the  price  is  3s.  per 
dozen,  they  are  well  worth  it.  So  far  as  the  great 
majority  of  dry-fly  men  are  concerned,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  they  wiU  be  delighted 
with  these  deliciously  delicate  new  patterns ;  they 
certainly,  to  some  extent,  justify  the  criticism  of 
the  German  angler  referred  to  in  another  "note," 
for  they  are,  undoubtedly,  closer  imitations  of  the 
natural  flies,  in  colour  and  general  appearance,  than 
Mr.  Halford's  or  any  other  previous  patterns — I  say 
this  without  hesitation.  The  patterns  I  selected 
were  Olive  Spinner  (male),  Pale  Watery  Spinners 
(male  and  female),  and  Blue  Winged  Olive  Spinners 
(male  and  female).  These  Spinners  are  the  cutest 
things  I  have  ever  seen,  and  I  should  strongly 
advise  wet-fly  anglers  to  make  a  note  of  them. 
Then  I  could  not  resist  getting  some  lovely  duns, 
including  male  and  female  Blue  Winged  Olives,  Dark 
OHve  (male),  and  Olive  Dun  (male).  In  the  name 
of  dry-fly  anglers  generaUy,  I  must  congratulate 
Mr.  Halford  on  his  new  patterns,  and  Messrs. 
Holland  &  Son  on  the  admirable  way  in  which  the 
flies  are  dressedj 


A  German  Doctor  on  our  Fly-Fishing  Ento- 
mologists. 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Deutsche  Anghr-Zeitung 
there  is  the  first  part  of  a  long  article  by  Dr.  Horst 
Brehm  on  "  Fly-Fishing  and  the  So-called  Ento- 
mological System."-  This  German  angler  has  taken 
an  immense  amount  of  trouble  to  prove  to  his 
entire  satisfaction  that  the  artificial  representa- 
tions of  natural  insects  given  by  Ronalds  and  Hal- 
ford (also  by  Horrocks,  who  simply  copied  Ronalds) 
are  all  absolute  delusions — Reine  phantasieinsekten 
(purely  fancy  insects).  The  learned  Doctor  says 
that  he  has  unwiUingly  convinced  himself  that  the 
cult  of  the  angler-entomologist  as  taught  by 
Ronalds  and  Halford  is  not  only  absolutely  un- 
necessary, but  is  all  wrong  when  you  test  it  by 
practical  results,  and  adds  that  in  demoUshing  the 
claims  of  the  higher  entomology  of  the  "  English 
system,"-  the  practical  value  of  the  "  Scotch 
system "  is  triumphantly  estabhshed.  He  de- 
scribes the  two  systems  briefly  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  '  English  '■  or  '  entomological  system ' 
requires  the  fly-fisher  to  have  exact  knowledge  of 
the  various  water  flies,  their  life  history,  hatching 
periods,  etc.,  and  the  use  of  artificial  flies  which  are 
true  copies  of  the  natural  insects,  and  full  know- 
ledge of  the  proper  times  to  use  them  under  varying 
conditions  of  weather,  water,  etc.  It  claims  that 
EngUsh  artificial  flies  must  be  faithful  copies 
{getreue  Nachhildungen)  of  the  natural  insects. 

"  The  '  Scotch  system '  confines  itself  to  a  few  so- 
called  general  or  fancy  flies,  which  are  used  in 
different  sizes  and  colours  to  suit  the  existing  con- 
ditions at  the  time  of  fishing,  the  principal  aim 
being  so  to  cast  the  flies  as  to  make  them  fall  like 
natural  insects,  and  so  deceive  the  fish  into  thinking 
he  has  his  natural  prey  to  deal  with."- 

He  adds  :  "  This  last  condition  is  also  demanded 
by  the  English  system  in  conjunction  with  entomo- 
logical exactitude  in  the  flies  used.'- 

It  appears  that  the  German  Anglers'  Society  of 
Berhn  has  got  a  collectioa  of  patterns  of  artificial 
flies,  which  are  supposed  to  be  copies  of  the  patterns 
given  by  the  different  authorities  referred  to.  I  say 
"  supposed  to  be,"  and  this  is  the  all-important 
point.  The  collection,"  Dr.  Brehm  informs  us,  was 
magnanimously  presented  to  the  Society  by  two 
Berhn  wholesale  dealers.  The  Doctor  also  got  other 
samples,  and  lays  stress  on  the  statement  that  the 
majority  of  the  flies  are  not  "  made  in  Germany," 
but  come  from  "  EngUsh  wholesale  manufacturers." 

The  learned  Doctor  having  this  collection  to  refer 
to,  also  dried  specimens  of  the  natural  insects  on 
pins,  and  the  works  of  the  EngUsh  authorities,  pro- 
ceeds to  compare  minutely  thirty  of  the  artificial 


patterns  wliich  are  supposed  to  be  copies  of  natural 
flies.  His  conclusions  are  that  the  whole  lot  of  arti- 
ficials arc  so  unlike  the  insects  they  are  supposed  to 
represent  that  he  dubs  each  as  a  Phantaaie- 
produckt  (fancy  product). 

Knowing  what  terrible  abortions  are  some- 
times sent  forth  to  the  world  labelled  as  the 
patterns  of  "  Ronalds,"  "  Halford,"  etc.,  and 
not  having  seen  the  collection  of  patterns  in  ques- 
tion, I  should  think  that  it  is  quite  possible  Dr. 
Brehm  is  not  far  out  in  his  wholesale  condemnation. 
But,  in  the  interests  of  truth  and  fly-fishing  science, 
I  hope  our  German  friends  will  not  condemn 
Ronalds  and  Halford  and  the  English  entomolo- 
gical system  until  they  know  that  the  patterns  in 
their  collection  are  correct.  Ronalds  is  unfortu- 
nately dead,  but  Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford,  President 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  is  happily  alive,  and  I  feel 
sure  if  Dr.  Brehm  could  see  a  set  of  his  patterns  of 
artificial  imitations  of  natural  flies  made  \fy  him  he 
would  admit  that  the  "  EngUsh  system  "  is  correct 
enough,  and  cannot  be  condemned  because  some 
colourist  or  fly-maker  has  made  absurd  blunders. 

"  The  Brook  Trout  and  the  Determined 
Angler.". 

EngUsh  fly-fishers  will,  of  course,  only  smile  to 
find  the  German  critic,  Dr.  Brehm,  referred  to  in 
my  previous  note  condemning  the  "  EngUsh  system  " 
of  fly  fishing  as  inferior  to  the  "  Scotch  " — "  Scot- 
tish "  I  should  say — and  both  EngUsh  and  Scotch 
anglers  will  smile  when  they  read  hovf  a  mcdcin 
American  angler  criticises  their  style. 

For  two  or  three  years  I  have  noticed  in  the 
American  fishing  papers  a  highly-praised  book  by 
Mr.  Charles  Barker,  Bradford,  entitled  "  The  Brook 
Trout  and  the  Determined  Angler."  Ex-President 
Cleveland  is  among  those  who  sung  its  praises,  and 
it  is  a  pleasant  Uttle  book  evidently  written  by  a 
keenly  enthusiastic  angler.    But  Usten  to  this  : 

"  Up  and  Down  Stream. 

"  EngUsh  anglers  sometimes  wade  up  a  stream,- 
and  some  anglers  in  this  country,  in  order  to  be 
EngUsh,  or  foolish,  affect  the  same  ridiculous  pro- 
ceeding. Still  there  is  some  reason  in  this  manner 
of  wading  on  the  part  of  the  old  country's  anglers, 
because  where  they  practise  it  the  water  is  quiet 
and  not  altogether  shallow.  Here,  where  our  trout 
streams  are  rapid  and  foaming  as  they  rush  along, 
it  is  simply  out  of  the  question  to  wade  up  them. 
The  walking  is  bad,  you  become  wet,  the  fish  see 
you,  your  flies  drift  towards  you,  your  line  is  slack 
all  the  time,  and  the  flies  sink  too  often,  and  alto- 
gether you  spoil  the  chances  of  creeUng  whatever 
may  be  takeable  in  the  water.  On  still,  barely- 
flowing  waters  a  line  may  be  cast  in  any  direction." 

Thus  is  the  "  system  "  of  the  best  dry-fly  and 
wet-fly  anglers  of  the  United  Kingdom  condemned 
as  "  fooUsh '-  and  "  ridiculous '-  by  a  leading 
American  fly-fisher.  It  is  evident  that  from  our 
standpoint  he  has  not  mastered  even  the  rudiments 
of  the  art.  ^ 

wr 

Wrought  Iron  Alpine  Nails  for  Brogues. 

Mr.  A.  Massey- Spencer  writes: — 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  2 
is  a  note  by  you  on  the  subject  of  Alpine  nails  for 
wading  boots  and  brogues.  I  am  using  them  for 
the  purpose,  and  find  them  excellent.  Those  I 
have  I 'bought  in  Milan;  they  are  used  in  the 
Italian  infantry.  For  wading  boots  I  consider 
them  better  than  any  others,  as  the  projection 
saves  the  edge  of  the  sole  from  wear  among  stones, 
and  the  nails,  being  at  the  edge  of  the  boot,  give  a 
far  greater  purchase  in  slippery  places. 

"  Inside  the  sole  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
have  quite  so  many  nails,  but  would  prefer  them 
differently  arranged.  It  would  certainly  be  advisable 
to  have  the  naUs  put  on  to  and  clamped  on  the 
outer  sole  of  the  boot  or  brogue  before  attaching 
it  to  the  inner  sole. 

"Can  you  teU  me  whether  the  nails  can  be 
obtained  in  London,  and  if  so,  where  ?  '-' 

I  hope  to  answer  this  question  next  week.: 

A  New  Association  on  the  Culme. 
"  Dear  Sir,— I  thought  it  might  be  of  interest 
to  some  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to 
know  that  a  Fly  Fishing  Association  had  been 
formed  at  Uffculme,  on  the  river  Culme,  North 
Devon.  Tickets  are  issued  at  £1  Is.  for  the  season, 
lOs.  6d.  per  month,  73.  6d.  per  week,  and  23.  GJ. 
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per  day._  Fly  and  artificial  minnow  only  to  be 
tised.  Limit  of  size,  8in.,  not  more  than  five  brace 
to  be  taken  in  the  day.  As  is  well  known,  the  fish 
m  this  river  run  larger  than  in  most  of  the  Devon 
streams.  Fishermen  will  find  Uffculme  a  dehghtful 
place  to  stop  at  for  a  holiday.  There  are  two 
hotels,  at  which  visitors  are  well  catered  for. 
Local  flies  can  be  obtained  in  the  village. — Yours 
truly.  "E.  S.  B.  Fames,  Hon.  Sec. 

t-  Lambscroft,  Uffculme, 
J- Cullompton,  Devon. 
April  30:'- 

I  am  always  glad  to  hear  of  a  good  river  being 
preserved  and  day  tickets  issued. 

R.  B.  Maeston.; 


SPEING  SALMON  FISHING. 
By  Philip  Geen, 

!■-■   

(Concluded  from  paje  299.) 
This  season's  angling  on  the  loch  and  the  experi- 
ences of  all  those  with  whom  I  have  spoken  show 
that,  were  the  season  to  commence,  as  it  undoubtedly 
should,  on  January  1,  the  six  weeks  now  lost  would 


( 


be  of  the  best,  incomparably  the  best,  for  this  the 
admittedly  earliest  river  and  loch  in  Scotland. 

On  the  opening  day  this  season  Mr.  J.  B.  Wright 
had  three  salmon— 20lb.,  201b.,  and  101b.  ;  Mr.  Mal- 
colm four— 251b.,  141b.,  111b.,  and  61b.  ;  Miss 
Rankin  two — 25lb.  and  171b.  ;  Mr.  Fraser,  one — 
251b.  ;  Major  Molyneux  Steel,  one— 211b.  These 
five  fishers  were  from  one  station  on  the  loch,  and 
I  can  say  that  all  the  other  stations  were  almost 
equally  successful,  and  that,  notwithstanding  the 


tremendous  storms  that  were  experienced  during 
the  first  fortnight,  a  larger  number  of  fish  were  cap- 
tured than  in  any  other  loch,  although  during  the 
second  week  but  very  few  boats  ventured  out.  In 
this  second  week  I  got  five  large  fish,  two  of  which  I 
would  have  much  preferred  to  have  captured  six 
weeks  earlier,  and  my  friend  had  four  large  ones,  one 
of  which  would  have  been  better  had  he  caught  it  in 
January. 

The  run  of  grilse  is  very  considerable,  and  much 
sport  with  them  can  be  had  in  June  and  July  by 
casting  with  a  fly  towards  the  shore,  while  a  No.  6 
minnow  is  slowly  spun  from  the  tail  of  the  moving 
boat. 


There  are  abundance  of^trout  of  several  species, 
which  grow  to  a  great  size,  and  the  brown  trout  are 
the  prettiest  and  most  plucky  that  I  know  of  any- 
where, and  grow  to  an  enormous  size.  I  am  the 
fortunate  possessor  of  a  perfect  specimen  which  was 
captured  this  season  by  my  friend  Mr.  Edward 
Ware,  who,  noticing  my  envious  looks  when  the  fish 
brought  the  scale  down  below  191b.,  said,  "  Why, 
Geen,  old  boy,  I'd  sooner  give  you  the  fish  than  see 
you  look  like  that."  I've  got  it,  or  rather  I  shall 
have  it  when  Messrs.  W.  A.  Macleay  &  Son,  the 
clever  taxidermists  of  Inverness,  have  done  with  it. 
It's  no  ugly  brute,  but  a  perfect  specimen  both  in 
shape  and  colouring.-i.  When  you  are  Richmond 
way  call  and  see  it. 

There  are  those — probably  our  editor  is  among 
them — who  think  that  nothing  profitable  can  be 
added  to  what  has  been  already  written  about  the 
sit-and-be-patient  method  of  angling  for  salmon 
that  is  called  "  harling."  The  very  pertinent  fact 
of  having  to  sit  helplessly  while  your  gillies  seek  for 
and  hook  the  fish  is  the  factor  which  causes  the 
intelUgent  angler  to  ask  himself  if  he  has  provided 
his  fishermen  with  the  best  possible  lures  adjusted 
to  the  best  and  least  visible  fines  and  traces.  I  dare 
to  assert  that  the  orthodox  two  rods  with  lines  paid 


out  to  varying  lengths,  and  two  baits  with  con- 
trasted colour-blends,  fall  far  short  of  what  is 
needed  to  provide  the  maximum  chance  of  success. 
Knowing  this  from  long  personal  experience,' I  shall 
presume  to  give  details  of  what  constitute,(in  my 
opinion,  the  best  trap  or  set  of  traps  to  increase  the 
chances  of  sport  and  enhance  the  interest  of  the 
patiently-waiting  sportsman. 

The  depth  at  which  the  baits  should  be  spinning 
is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  so  difficult  to  deter- 


mine that  the  experiences  of  to-day  may  be  no  guide 
to  the  morrow's  decision.  It  is  very  generally 
admitted  that  spring  fish  lie  deep  during  the^months 
of  January  and  February,  and  that  to  move  them 
baits  must  be  sunk  somewhat  to  their  level.  It  may 
also  be  accepted  as  a  fact  that  while  they  may  rise 
and  follow  the  first  bait  offered,  they  will  often  in 
their  hesitation  allow  it  to  pass  ;  then,  regretting 
their  indecision,  fairly  rush  at  the  second  offer.  So 
much  is  this  so  that  a  boat  following  closely  in  the 
wake  of  another  is  frequently  more  successful  than 
the  leading  one.  With  these  data  to  help  you  how 
to  work  out  the  problem  of  what  is  best  to  be  done 
to  make  your  chances  as  great  as  possible,  you  will 


arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  by  fishing  at  three 
different  depths  instead  of  at  two  you  will  be  doing 
your  best  in  that  direction,  and  will  then  be  at  hberty 
to  consider  how  best  to  arrange  your  baits  so  as  to 
give  the  salmon  a  chance  to  rise  and  refuse  one  of 
your  baits  and  still  be  able  to  alter  his  mind  in 
favour  of  another  of  them,  which  is  some  forty  yards 
in  the  rear  as  yet. 

Two  fourteen-feet  rods  with  fine  dark  blue  silk 
fines,  a  very  small  Geen's  lead  and  9ft.  of  wire 
attached,  first  to  the  lead  and  then  to  the  swivel  of 
your  bait.  The  rod  nearest  the  shore  should  have 
out  50  yards  and  the  outer  rod  70,  with  a  slightly 
increased  weight  of  lead. 

In  addition  to  this  you  should  be  provided  with  a 
strong,  pUable  rod,  only  6ft.  in  length,  the  line 
from  which  should  travel  to  the  rear  straight 
from  the  tail  of  the  boat,  with  the  winch  and  butt 
on  the  bottom-boards  near  your  feet.  The  trace  on 
this  should  be  more  heavily  weighted  than  either  of 
the  others,  so  as  to  sink  it  at  least  10ft.  with  only 
25  yards  of  line  out.  The  rod  I  use  for  this  purpose 
was  long  since  christened  "  lucky  Judy,"  and  now  1 
the  friend  who  so  named  it  has  a  similar  one,  which  ■ 
he  calls  his  "  lucky  riser." 

In  harhng,  then,  your  first  care  is  to  the  provision 
of  a  complete  outfit  of  the  finest  and  best.  After 
that,  and  not  a  long  way  after,  comes  confidence. 
Never  despair  ;  be  confident.  Remember  that  your 
giUies  see  every  expression  on  your  face  all  the  day 
through — and  what  analysts  they  are  !  Be  you  con- 
fident and  they  will  be  so,  and  this  will  bring  from 
them  the  extra  turn  out  here  or  there  at  likely  spots 
that  may  make  a  successful  day  where  a  blank  one 
would  have  been  yours  had  the  corners  of  your 
mouth  once  dropped. 

In  my  time  I  have  had  gillies  varying  much  in 
their  ability,  but  nearly  all  are  alike  in  their  desire 
to  "  kill  a  fush  "  when  their  hopes  are  kept  high. 
Think  not  either  to  get  in  your  sigh  by  turning  your 
back  upon  them,  for  they  will  tell  by  your  very 
boots  whether  your  heart  is  in  the  enterprise  or  not. 
Two  of  the  cleverest,  most  persevering,  respectful, 
and  deserving  of  respect  among  these  fine  gillies 
are  the  men  whose  photos  I  send  herewith.  Their 
names  are  Malcolm  and  Donald,  from  Foyers'Hotel, 
with  whom  it  is  ever  a  pleasure  to  fish,  be  the 
success  what  it  may. 

The  fishing  of  Loch  Ness  calls  for  more  judgment 
and  calculation  than  does  that  in  Loch  Tay.  I  am 
speaking  now  of  the  fishing  from  Foyers.  There 
are  here  two  primary  matters  to  be  considered  when 
making  the  morning  start.  "  Where  is  the  wind  ?  " 
It  is  more  than  probably  from  either  the  south-west 
or  north-east — that  is,  up  or  down  the  loch.  Then, 
"  What  day  of  the  week  is  it  and  how  are  the 
steamers  to  run  ?  "  For  much  advantage  and 
comfort  are  to  be  derived  from  the  fact  that  you  can, 
after  going  with  the  wind  twelve  miles  to  the  north- 
east, come  back  by  the  steamer,  which,  by  the 
arrangement  of  our  host,  Mr.  Tilston,  will  take  you, 
your  men,  and  your  boat  home  at  quite  a  moderate 
charge.  Or  you  may  on  certain  two  days  of  the 
week,  while  the  wind  is  in  the  same  quarter,  go  by 
early  steamer  to  Fort  Augustus  and  fish  home  some 
twelve  miles  with  the  wind.  So  you  can  almost 
always  with  good  judgment  ensure  that  your  boat- 
men will  be,  without  exhausting  efforts,  travelling 
at  the  right  speed  and  in  the  direction  most  likely 
to  allure  the  fish. 

When  the  wind  is  in  the  east — a  direction  not  dis- 
liked at  Foyers — you  should  be  up  early  and  on 
board  the  steamer  for  the  Inverness  end  of  the  loch, 
thence  to  start  your  twelve  miles'  fishing  home- 
wards. 

Skill  on  the  part  of  your  gillies  can  add  much  to 
your  comfort  as  well.  You  must  remember  that 
the  loch  is  nearly  twenty-four  miles  in  length,  and 
that  waves  soon  gather  force  in  such  long  water. 
There  is  no  actual  danger  from  them,  as  a  rule,  but 
they  demand  respect,  as  maybe  seen  from  a  fine  or 
two  that  I  have  taken  from  a  letter  just  received 
from  a  friend  who  has  tasted  the  loch's  waters  : 
"  While  I  consider  it  the  grandest  loch  in  Scotland 
for  fishing,  I  know  how  quickly  a  sea  gets  up  on  it, 
and  how  suddenly  my  upset  took  place.''  On  that 
Occasion  our  two  boats  had  drifted  to  nearlj'  the  end 
of  the  loch,  and,  when  quite  at  the  end,  should  have 
crossed  to  the  pier  to  take  the  steamer  home.  It  was 
darkening  fast,  too  fast;  and  Gaelic  was  passing 
between  Donald  and  Malcolm,  with  looks  to  the 
weather  quarter,  which  ended  in  their  advising  an 
immediate  crossing.  I  beckoned  to  my  friend  to 
wind  up  at  once  and  follow  as  closely  as  possible. 
He  understood,  and  we  were  crossing  together  for 
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some  time,  after  which  their  boat  started  on  a 
different  course.  This,  had  all  gone  well,  would 
have  brought  them  first  to  the  pier.  My  men  plied 
their  oars  with  an  evident  determination  to  get  well 
across  with  as  little  drift  as  possible  towards  the 
shallow  jutting  out  centre  of  the  end  round  which 
we  must  get  before  the  shelter  of  the  pier  could  be 
reached.  Waves  came  down  that  needed  the 
prompt  turning  of  the  stern  of  the  boat  to  meet,  and 
which,  had  they  caught  her  sideways,  would  have 
inevitably  filled  her.  These  having  passed  us, 
excepting  the  bucket  or  two  we  shipped,  her  nose 
was  again  turned  for  straight  across  until  the  next 
series  of  dangers  approached.  Meanwhile,  my  friend 
was  within  a  hundred  yards  of  safety,  with  but  the 
jutting  point  to  round.  I  saw  no  danger  for  him, 
but  my  men  muttered  between  their  teeth  each 
time  they  could  steal  a  glance  at  the  other  boat.  I 
was  certainly  wet  through  waist  downwards,  and 
was  so  far  worse  off  than  my  friend.  His  boat  had 
but  a  few  yards  to  go.  But  they  had  to  encounter 
the  breaking  water  on  the  shallow  point,  and  then 
we  fairly  held  our  breath  as  we  saw  the  terrible 
waves  that  had  just  passed  us  with  but  a  ducking 
going  straight  at  their  broadside.  They  were 
engulfed,  and  for  many  seconds  we  could  see 
nothing  of  them,  and  then  only  three  heads  were 
visible.  Boat,  everything  had  gone,  everything  but 
that  which  was  priceless.  We  had  plenty  of  sea 
room,  and  had  come  safely  round,  and  we  were  soon 
hastening  to  their  assistance.  Fortunately,  the  pier 
was  close  at  hand  and  the  pier-man,  a  strapping 
Lovat's  scout,  and  just  home  with  a  kit  that  proved 
to  contain  all  the  warm  under  and  top  wear  that 
could  be  desired  under  such  circumstances.  Not 
only  were  his  clothes  welcome,  but  his  joking,  laugh- 
ing face  as  he  tore  off  the  wet  things  and  rubbed  my 
friend  down  front  and  back  was  the  very  medicine 
for  a  half-drowned  man. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  early  part  of 
this  season  gave  almost  continuous  storms  from  the 
south-west,  especially  so  on  north-westerly  coasts 
of  these  islands,  and,  as  these  mnds  affect  Loch 
Ness  more  than  any  others,  the  storms  there  were  of 
quite  unusual  violence.  This  notwithstanding,  we 
got  ten  splendid  fish  between  us  in  our  seven  days. 
Sloreover,  but  for  this  one  unfortunate  miscalcula- 
tion, we  ran  no  real  risks  in  this  time. 

To  further  calm  any  fears  that  may  have  been 
raised  by  this  reading  of  the  upturned  boat,  I  here 
give  particulars  of  what  was  going  on  during,  and 
previous  to,  the  time  of  the  accident  at  the  Fort 
Augustus  end.  One  of  the  tradesmen  there,  who  is 
a  very  ardent  angler,  has  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
one  of  his  hands  ;  yet  in  spite  of  this  drawback  he 
was  frequently  to  be  seen  fishing  all  unaided,  and 
successfully  too.  On  one  occasion  he  landed  three 
fish  in  one  day.  We,  then,  are  assuredly  quite  safe 
with  two  good  men  who  have  given  hostages  by 
taking  to  themselves  wives,  and  who  have  since,  in 
all  probabiUty,  multiphed  good  reasons  for  taking 
care  of  their  precious  hves. 

"THE  SALMON  EIVEES  OF 
lEELAND."* 
AN  ANGLER'S  LAMENT.; 

''Abolish  the  drift-nets,  limit  the  draft- 
nets,  and  suppress  the  poaching  of  the 
fish  in  the  tributaries  and  iipiter  waters, 
and  the  salmon  anglings  tvottM  soon 
rank  as  high  as  those  of  any  other  river 
in  the  United  Kingdom." 

If  poisoning  the  fish  is  added  to  the  things  which 
should  be  abolished,  then  Mr.  Grimble's  remarks 
would  hold  good  of  most  of  the  rivers  of  the  United 
Kingdom  which  formerly  held  a  good  stock  of 
salmon.  The  words  I  have  quoted  are  from  his 
chapter  on  the  Suir,  a  naturally  prolific  salmon 
river  now  ruined  by  ill-usage — like  our  Wye  and 
many  other  English  and  Welsh  as  well  as  Irish  rivers. 

No  man  hving  has  such  a  good  general  know- 
ledge of  the  salmon  rivers  of  the  United  Kingdom 
as  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble.  Of  course,  no  man  can 
have  absolutely  correct  knowledge  of  all  of  them, 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  absurd  to  question  the 
value  of  his  splendid  works  on  the  Scotch  and  Irish 
salmon  rivers  simply  because  of  some  erroneous 
statement  which  was  probably  perfectly  correct 
when  it  was  written.  

*  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Ireland."  By  Augustus 
Grimble,  author  of  "The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scot- 
land," etc.  London:  Kegan  Paul,  Trench  Triibner 
and  Co.,  Ltd. 


In  reading  this  charmingly  illustrated  and  most 
interesting  account  of  the  Irish  rivers,  one  cannot 
fail  to  be  struck  with  the  very  disheartening 
accounts  of  the  falling  off  in  the  productiveness  of 
so  many  of  the  rivers.  Man  and  Nature  seem  in 
league  to  exterminate  the  salmon — seals,  mergansers, 
cormorants,  pike,  and  other  natural  poachers,  over- 
netting  and  destruction  of  spawning  fish — and  then 
what  wonder  that  the  numbers  of  salmon  have 
decreased — the  wonder  is  that  any  are  left. 

As  for  Commissions  to  take  evidence,  they  are 
only  excuses  for  taking  public  money ;  the  experience 
of  the  last  twenty-five  years  proves  that  it  is  hope- 
less to  expect  any  Government,  Conservative  or 
Liberal,  to  give  any  real  attention  to  our  inland 
fisheries :  Commissions  are  appointed  and  blue-books 
pubUshed,  and  that  is  all  they  can  do ;  the  fact  is, 
the  business  of  this  empire  has  become  so  great  that 
many  matters,  far  more  important  than  salmon 
fisheries,  vainly  cry  for  attention. 

In  my  humble  judgment  the  only  way  to  restore 
or  improve  a  salmon  river  is  for  all  the  landowners 
on  its  banks  to  combine,  and  where  this  cannot  be 
done  the  case  is  pretty  well  hopeless. 

Mr.  Grimble  says  it  was  not  an  easy  matter  to 
extract  information  from  the  natives  in  Ireland 
when  they  knew  he  was  writing  about  a  river. 
Even  whiskey  failed  to  loosen  their  tongues,  so  he 
had  to  change  his  name  and  pretend  to  be  a  tourist 
angler  in  search  of  a  little  sport  and  instruction. 
On  one  occasion  a  well-informed  and  loquacious 
native  suddenly  said  to  him,  "Does  yer  honor 
happen  to  know  wan  of  the  name  of  Grumble  ? 
The  boys  up  the  glen  say  he  is  coming  here  to 
write  about  the  ould  river,  but  divil  a  worrd  will 
he  get  from  me !  '5 

By  hook  or  by  crook,  Mr.  Grimble  gathered 
together  an  immense  amount  of  information  about 
all  the  salmon  rivers  in  Ireland  worth  writing 
about,  but  the  imfortimate  part  of  it  is  so  many 
are  no  longer  worth  writing  about.  The  water  is 
there,  the  celebrated  casts  are  still  there,  but  the 
salmon  no  longer  lend  the  salmon  pool  its  chief 
interest. 

Over  and  over  again  in  these  pages  we  come 
across  tables  showing  the  same  mournful  tale  of 
dwindling  records — too  often  it  is  entirely  a  record 
of  the  past.  Since  this  book  was  written  one  of 
the  best  salmon  rivers  in  Ireland — the  Boyne — has 
been  on  the  verge  of  ruin,  and  but  for  the  energetic 
action  of  an  EngUsh  angler— Mr.  Francis  Ley — it 
would  be  ruined  by  a  gas  company. 

Doubtless,  the  deficient  rainfall  of  the  past  ten 
or  twelve  years  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
decrease  in  the  yield  of  sahnon  and  sea-trout,  even 
on  rivers  not  over-netted  or  poached,  and  with  a 
return  to  a  more  normal  raiofall  sport  would 
improve  generally. 

Beginning  with  the  famous  five  hundred  yards 
of  salmon  fishing  in  the  town  of  Galway,  Mr. 
Grimble's  first  volume  deals  with  the  rivers  of  the 
northern  half  of  Ireland,  such  as  the  Moy,  Erne, 
Foyle,  Bann,  Bush,  Boyne,  with  their  tributaries 
and  loughs.  The  second  volume  takes  the  rivers 
of  the  southern  half  of  the  country,  from  the 
Liffey  to  the  Shannon,  including  the  Slaney,  Suir, 
Blackwater,  Lee,  and  Bandon,  and  with  each 
volume  is  a  map  of  the  rivers  dealt  with. 

Before  I  forget  to  note  it  let  me  mention  that  in 
his  chapter  on  the  Maigue  the  author  mentions 
that  Sir.  T.  Browning,  of  Caross  Court,  when  fishing 
for  pike  with  a  frog  on  his  water,  hooked  and  landed 
a  20lb.  sahnon.  Also  that  "there  had  been  better 
sport  on  the  Upper  Blackwater  (co.  Cork)  in  1901 
than  for  many  years  past,  thanks  to  Lord  War- 
wick.'' ]Mr.  Grimble  says  it  is  delightful  to  mention 
this,  and  no  wonder,  for  almost  on  every  page  in  this 
second  volume  we  find  such  expressions  as  these: — 
Formerly  grilse  and  sea-trout  used  to  give 
excellent  sport,"  referring  to  the  Slaney. 

"  Here,  then,  we  have  over  two  hundred  miles  of 
main  rivers  (Barrow  and  Nore),  while,  sad  to  relate, 
in  the  whole  of  this  distance  there  is  hardly  a  pool 
worth  casting  now,  though  twenty-five'  years  ago 
there  were  many  that  yielded  two  to  five  fish  a  day." 
.  : "  The  Suir  suffers  even  more  severely  from  all 
those  evils  already  mentioned.  Unless  a  speedy 
and  thorough  change  'be  made  in  the  management 
of  this  river,  the  salmon  must  be  annihilated.'^ 

-"Poaching  below,  poison  (spurge)  above,  and 
want  of  funds  are  the  three  things  that  are  slowly 
but  surely  ruming  this  formerly  most  productive 
river '--  (the  famous  Lee). 

The  Bandon  '-'  has  fallen  off  in  a  more  marked 
degree  "-  than  even  the  poor  neighbouring  rivers. 


Even  of  the  noble  Shannon  Mr.  Grimble  can  only 
report  that  "  every  salmon  and  peal  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  upper  waters  has  to  take  its  chance  of 
escaping  eight  distinctly  different  methods  of 
destruction  devised  for  its  capture,  each  of  which 
has  been  brought  to  perfection,  while  each  is  used 
more  or  less  illegally : : :  slowly  but  surely  destroying 
the  salmon. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  sport  at  Killaloe; 
Mr.  Grimble  says :  "  Most  of  the  standard  Scotch 
patterns  will  kill,  such  as  Jock  Scott,  Thunder  and 
Lightning,  and  Blue  Doctor.'^  Old  Pat  Hcames,  of 
Ballina,  will  turn  in  his  grave  at  hearing  his 
favourite  invention  called  Scotch- 
There  is  one  statement  in  Mr.  Grimble's  work 
which  is  very  interesting  if  it  is  correct,  but  in  that 
case  all  modem  research  into  the  Ufe  history  of  the 
eel  is  wrong.  He  says :  "  The  habits  of  the  eel 
are  exactly  the  reverse  of  the  Salmonidce,  for  they 
go  to  the  sea  to  spawn  and  return  to  the  river  to 
recuperate. .-  .  .  Eels  return  to  the  river  in  April 
and  May  ;  after  having  spawned,  they  are  just  as 
much  keits,  and  unfit  for  food,  as  are  salmon  that 
have  spawned  in  fresh  water ;  nevertheless,  large 
quantities  are  poached  by  night  Lnes  and  sent  to 
Billingsgate.'' 

There  are  many  points  in  connection  with  the 
life  history  of  the  eel  which  are  still  doubtful,  but 
I  never  before  remember  having  seen  it  stated  that 
eels  after  spawning  re-enter  the  fresh  water  to 
recuperate.  Mr,  Giimble  quotes  the  testimony  of 
the  lessee  of  one  of  the  largest  eel  weir  fisheries  on 
the  Shannon,  who,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Vice- 
Regal  Commission,  said  that  "  eels  go  to  the  sea  to 
spawn  and  return  as  kelts  in  April  and  May,  and 
that  the  fishermen  in  the  estuary  see  them  come 
and  go  each  year.'' 

Surely  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  the  lessee  in 
question  to  send  one  or  two  kelt  eels  to  some 
ichthyological  authority. 

As  to  whether  eels  and  eel  weirs  in  a  salmon 
river  do  harm  to  the  sahnon,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  eel  weirs  may  do  great  harm  by  obstructing 
the  passage  of  salmon  up  a  river  and  kelts  down, 
and  by  destroying  salmon  smolts.  If  properly 
constructed  and  worked,  the  harm  done  may  be 
much  less  than  the  good,  since  eels  are  destroyers 
of  fish  eggs  and  young  fish.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  salmon  and  eels  have 
always  existed  together  in  the  rivers  in  which  they 
are  now  found,  and  probably  both  in  much  larger 
numbers  formerly. 

As  Mr.  Grimble's  important  work — by  far  the 
most  important  ever  published  relating  to  the 
salmon  rivers  of  Ireland — is  limited  to  250  copies, 
and  the  price  is  £4  4s.,  it  cannot  be  described  as  a 
book  for  every  angler's  library;  doubtless  it  will 
be  constantly  quoted  by  writers  on  Irish  salmon 
rivers  for  many  years  to  come,  so  that  its  utiHty 
is  by  no  means  limited  to  its  limited  sale.  It  is 
very  sad  reading  for  salmon  anglers,  especially 
Vol.  II.,  dealing  with  the  salmon  rivers  of  the 
southern  half  of  Ireland,  The  illustrations  are 
numerous  and  good,;  R,  B.  Mabston. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  SPRING  SEASON. 


With  the  advent  of  May  the  spring  salmon 
season  in  Scotland  usually  comes  to  an  end. 
Considering  the  abnormal  weather  conditions,  the 
excessive  damp  and  cold,  the  blizzards  and  blasts 
that  have  prevailed,  the  results  of  the  season  as  a 
whole  may  be  considered  very  satisfactory.  With 
the  exception  of  some  three  weeks  of  floods  and 
snow  waters,  good  sport  has  been  got  on  the  Tay 
since  the  opening  day  on  Jan.  15.  On  the  Dee  at 
Aboyne  only  one  blank  day  has  been  experienced 
since  Feb.  11,  when  the  first  cast  could  legally  be 
made;  while  on  other  sections,  such  as  Lord 
Penrhyn's  water  at  Cairn  ton,  record  bags  have 
been  made.  The  Spey  and  Ness  have  also  fished 
remarkably  well,  and  would  have  shown  up  better 
had  more  rods  been  forward.  The  summer  season 
promises  exceedingly  well  from  the  head, of  fish 
already  forward,  and  the  early  prospects  of  a  good 
grilse  season. 

In  addition  to  the  prospects  of  an  early  grilse, 
the  summer  angler  has  also  the  pink  of  the  brown 
trout  season  before  him. 

Tiny  lures  now  take  the  place  of  the  heavier 
salmon  flies  in  vogue  during  the  earlier  spring,  and 
as  the  season  advances  these  will  get  less  and  less 
till  they  are  actually  in  competition  with  our  tensj 
elevens,  and  twelves  trout  sizes,  G,  il< 
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iT  Angler's  Seat  and  Box. 


Hakdy's 
Revolvino 


New 

BOCM. 


The  Patent  "Royde"  Net, 


This  net  is  fitted  with  Mr.  Baerlein's  arrangement  for 
weighing.  The  butt  end  is  fitted  with  a  patent  reversible 
hook  on  which  the  fish  is  hung,  while  the  net  is  extended 
as  in  the  picture.  The  centre  of  gravity  is  then  taken  on 
a  string  loop  as  shown,  or  over  a  bar,  or  held  on  the 
finger.  When  this  is  found,  the  lbs.  and  ounces  marked 
on  the  scale  at  that  point  give  the  weight.  The  handle 
is  also  set  off  in  inches,  and  so  can  be  used  to  measure  up 
to  20  inches. 


MESSES.  HAEDY  BEOTHEES' 
NEW  CATALOGUE. 

There  are  no  better  fishing-rod  and  tackle  makers 
in  the  world  than  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Aln- 
wick, and  one  always  expects  to  find  in  their  new 
annual  catalogue  something  not  only  new  but 
useful  and  practical.  Not  quite  new,  because  they 
were  described  in  the  papers  last  year,  are  Mr. 
Baden-Powell's  Series  of  Salmon  Flies  and  Mr.  G.  M. 
Kelson's  new  series,  for  which  a  new  manner  of  fixing 
the  wings  is  claimed,  the  latter  being  "  single  strips 
placed  flat  on  the  top  of  the  hook,  instead  of  on  the 
sides  as  usual. 

In  reels  there  is  a  new  style  of  reel,  called  the 
Uniqua,".  similar  in  shape  to  their  contracted 
'  Perfect  "  ;  in  fact,  both  are  so  good  and  so  much 
alike  that  one  is  reminded  of  the  old  angling  conun- 
drum— 

What  earthly  difference  can  there  be 
'Twixt  Tweed'l'Dam  and  Tweed'l'Dee  ? 
The  "  Bougie  "  Reel  is  a  new  form  of  Messrs. 
Hardy's  "  Perfect "-  Reel,  made  of  Alumin,  designed 
by  Mons.  Bougie,  as  a  light  reel  with  great  line 
capacity,  suitable  for  using  with  4^02.  to  8oz.  rods. 
Solid  frame  and  drum  with  ball  bearings,  and 
regulating  check  and  revolving  centre  bar.  Only 
made  the  size  illustrated,  which  is  exact.  It 
weighs  4Joz.,  and  holds  as  much  line  as  a  Sin.  one. 
Price,  45s. 

I  do  not  know  what  preservative  Messrs.  Hardy 
vise  for  their  preserved  sprats,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  it 
is  not  poisonous,  as  they  are  done  up  in  tins  exactly 
like  sardines,  and  being  "  fatter  and  better  "  than 
our  sprats  may  well  be  taken  by  mistake  ;  the  angler 
who  spins  for  salmon,  large  trout,  and  pike  will  find 
them  admirable  baits,  being  bright  and  tough,  and 
a  good  shape  for  spinning.  < 
it  In  making  their  salmon  flies  (a  very  important 
part  of  their  business),  I  am  informed  that  they 
now  use  almost  exclusively  their  patent 
"Oval'.^  wire  hooks;  the 'great  point  about 
them  is  that  they  are  stronger  at  the  barb — 
that  is,  where  the  barb  is  cut  out— than  any 
round^wire  can  possibly  be. 

In  baits  the  best  of  recent  inventions 
is  the  firm's  patent  "  Ideal ''  Phantom, 
specially  made  for  long  and  accurate  cast- 
ing, combining  most  cleverly  weight  for 
casting  through  the  air  and  buoyancy  when 
in  the  water. 

On  page  169  of  the  catalogue  there  is  a 
very  interesting  table  showing  results 
obtained  from  experiments  on  rods  made 
some  years  ago  for  Messrs.  Hardy  by  a  well- 
known  engineer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Thorn.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  printers  have  dropped  out 
some  of  the  decimal  points  and  figures,  but 
it  seems  to  be  proved  beyond  doubt  that 
as  far  as  mere  strength  goes  the  following 
is  the  order  of  merit: — (1)  Double-built 
cane,  steel  centre  ;  (2)  double-built  cane ; 
(3)  single-built  cane,  steel  centre ;  (4)  single- 
built  cane ;  (5)  greenheart,  round ;  (6) 
greenheart,  built  (that  is,  six  sections  of 
greenheart  glued  up)  ;  (7)  lancewood,  round  ; 
(8)  hickory,  built  (that  is,  six  sections  of 
hickory  glued  up).    It  is  interesting  to  note 

"  Octagonal  "  Sections. 
Single  Built. 


Befoee 
cementing. 


After 
cementing. 


"  Nonagonal  "  Sections. 
Double  Built. 

Befort; 

CIMENTI.nG. 


Ait.  R 

CEME.NTING. 


IIaroy's  New  "Uniqua"  Reel, 


Hardy's  "Bougle"  Reel, 


that  the  round  hardwood  rod  is  stronger 
than  when  built  up.  It  is  a  pity  that 
whole  cane  was  not  tried,  and  I  wonder 
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if  the  experiment  has  ever  been  made  of  fitting 
a  light  hardwood  into  a  hollow  cane.  Messrs. 
Hardy  now  make  split  canes  in  nonagonal, 
octagonal,  as  well  as  hexagonal  shape,  and  both 
double  and  single  built.  The  system  will  be  seen 
by  a  glance  at  the  illustrations  of  sections.  In  new 
patterns  they  have  the  "  Crown  Houghton,''  which 
is  rather  lighter  and  stiffer  than  the  "  Houghton,'! 
the  "  Baden-Powell,'-  and  the  "  Hardy-Marston  "  : 
these  are  all  made  of  "  Palakona  -'  bamboo,  which  is 
of  extraordinary  quahty — the  best  Messrs.-  Hardy 
have  ever  seen,  and  they  have  spent  large  sums  in 
searching  Asia  for  rod  material. 

In  consequence  of  _^the  "Light  Rod"  correspond- 
ence, they  "  have  decided  to  give  greater 
prominence  to  these  lighter  rods,  although  they  are 
no  new  thing  with  us,  as  for  a  great  many  years  we 
have  made  them  as  low  as  4|oz.,"  and  consider  them 
"particularly  suitable  for  those  who  have  weak 
or  damaged  wrists."-  The  "  Ideal  "  rod  is  made  of 
built  cane,  and  can  be  had  from  Oft.  to  lift,  in 
length,  all 'in  one  piece,  no  ferrules  or  joints.  Mr. 
B.  C.  Marshall  says  that  from  more  than  thirty-five 
years'  experience  of  some  twenty-five  rods,  the 
"  Ideal '-'  Messrs.  Hardy  made  for  him  is  the  best. 
Of  course,  most  anglers  will  consider  no  advantage  a 
one-piece  rod  may,  in  theory,  have  over  a  jointed 
rod  can  counterbalance  the  disadvantage  of  its  being 
in  one  piece. 

In   sea-fishing   tackle  the  firm  have  a  new 
revolving  boom,  which  they  say  is  "  really  first-rate 
for  showing  the  baits.  It  carries  them  quietly  round,  ^ 
keeps  them  moving,  and  attracts  the  fish  better  than 
any  paternoster  boom  we  have  ever  tried.'-  It 

"  comes  as  a  boom  and  a  blessing  to  men  " 
who  go  in  for  sea-fishing ;  they  will'also  be  interested 
in  the  new  "  Boat  Angler's  Seat  and  Box."-  It  is  a 
very  strong  shallow  box,  fitted  with  compartments 
for  tackle,  etc.,  which  can  be  strapped  to  a  boat  seat 
and  gives  the  angler  with  long  legs  much  relief.  The 
illustration  shows  it  so  clearly  that  I  need  only  add 
that  it  has  given  great  satisfaction  to  sea-anglers 
who  have  tried  it. 

If  Job  had  edited  an  angling  paper  he  would  have 
said  "  of  making  fishing-tackle  catalogues  there  is  no 
end,"  and  that  although  it  might  be  possible  to  make 
a  better  one  than  Messrs.  Hardy's  no  one  has  ever 
done  so,  or  is  likely  to.  The  firm's  great  and  de- 
served success  is  due  to  their  determination  not  to 
"  le":  well  alone,"  but  to  do  better,  if  possible. 


THE  WEATHEE  IN  NOEWAY. 

Second  Weekly  Weather  Report  for 
Season  1903. 

Telegrams  received  to-day  indicate  that  through- 
out last  week  and  up  to  to-day  mild  springlike 
weather  prevails  over  the  whole  of  the  Western 
angling  districts  of  Norway,  including  Namdalen, 
Stjordalen,  Guldalen,  Bergen,  and  Mandal.  In 
addition  to  the  above  weather  report,  I  may  add 
that  for  those  going  to  the  Trondhjem  district  I 
have  learned  that  in  the  Stjordal  Valley  over  15in. 
fell  on  the  night  of  April  17,  and  before  that  there 
was  already  more  snow  on  the  hills  than  in  an 
average  season.  Further,  salmon  were  caught  in 
the  nets  in  the  Trondhjem  Fjord  before  the  middle 
of  April,  which  is  extra  early.  Appearances  lead 
one  to  expect  an  early  season,  there  being  good 
floods  of  water  pouring  into  the  fjords  which  ar 
likely  to  attract  salmon  early,    James  Dowell; 

May  4; 

"  EOUND  EEIN." 

Mr;  T.  O'Neill  Lane,  of  Abbeyfeale,-  county 
Limerick,  is  the  author  and  publisher  of  the  very 
pleasantly-written  and  interesting  little  work 
"Round  Erin;  or,  Highways  and  Byways  in  Ire- 
land,"- which  has  already  been  favourably  noticed 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  work  contains  many 
illustrations,  two  of  which  we  are  able  to  give  by 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Lane. 

Kylemore  Pass.' 

"  Leaving  Leenane  by  the  long  car,  we  skirt  for  a 
good  way  the  southern  shore  of  Killery  Bay,  getting 
a  good  view  of  the  mountains  on  the  other  side. 
After  a  time  we  turn  a  bit  inland,  and  crossing  the 
Bunowen  river,  which  flows  into  Lough  Fee, 
gUmpses  of  which  we  catch,  we  soon  reach  the  com- 
mencement of  Kylemore  Pass,  which  is  a  grand 
mountain  defile  about  three  miles  long.    On  our 


left  is  a  chain  of  lakes,  beyond  which  rise  bare 
mountains,  which  ghsten  in  the  sun  and  shimmer 
in  silvery  whiteness  in  the  moonlight,  while  up  in 
our  right  rises  another  mountain,  well  wooded  to  its 
summit  with  what  is  said  to  be  a  remnant  of  the 
primeval  forest  which  at  one  time  covered  the 
whole  country,  though  it  does  not  look  it.  Under 


ment  for  Galway.  Mr.  Henry  is  very'generous  in 
giving  leave  to  fish  in  his  lakes,  and  he  also  allows 
visitors  to  inspect  his  extensive  ornamental  grounds 
and  greenhouses.    :    ;  : 

"  Some  delightfully  pleasant  days  can  be  spent 
around  Letterfrack — fishing  on  the  lakes  or  boating 
on  Ballinakill  Bay. 


LoTJGH  Inagh,  Connemara. 

(See  "  Round  Erin.") 


the  trees  grow  beautiful  ferns,  including  some  very 
rare  kinds.  Another  bit  of  this  ancient  forest  can 
be  seen  at  Glenveagh.  That  Ireland  was  at  one 
time  covered  with  a  forest  is  amply  proved  by  the 
number  of  trees  wliich  are  found  in  the  bogs  all  over" 
the  country,  more  especially  oak  and  pine,  and  some 
yew  and  other  species.    On  emerging  from  the  Pass, 


"  While  sitting  on  a  rock  by  the  sea  there  some 
verses  from  an  Australian  poet  came  into  my  mind,- 
and  I  thought  that  if  he  could  only  spend  a  hoUday 
in  Connemara  he  would  not  have  been  so  down- 
hearted or  cynical. 

"  Here  they  are,  and  they  are  so  good  that  I  hope 
the  reader  will  forgive  me  for  quoting  them  : 


Kylemore  Pass,  Connemara. 
(S:e  "  Eoiini  Erin,") 


our  eyes  are  greeted  with  a  hedge  of  fuchsia  on  the 
right,  which  extends  past  Kylemore  Castle  to  the 
village  of  Letterfrack. 

"  Kylemore  is  a  beautiful  castle,  built  by  Mitchell 
Henry  in  a  very  picturesque  situation.  He  has  been 
a  most  generous  benefactor  to  the  district,  on  which 
he  has  altogether  expended  upwards  of  half  a  milUon 
of  money.    He  was  at  one  time  member  of  Parlia- 


Two  years  ago  I  was  thinking 

Of  the  changes  that  years  bring  forth  ; 
Now  I  stand  where  I  then  stood  drinking 

The  gust  and  the  salt  sea-froth. 
And  the  shuddering  wave  strikes,  linking 
With  the  waves,  subsiding  and  sinlcing. 
And  clots  the  coast  herbage,  shrinking, 

With  a  hue  of  the  white  cere-cloth, 
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Is  there  aught  worth  losing  or  keeping  J 
The  bitters  or  sweets  men  quaff  2 
I  The  sowing  or  doubtful  reaping  ? 

The  harvest  of  grain  or  chaff  ?  ; 

Or  squandering  days' or  heaping, 

Or  waking  seasons  or  sleeping, 

The  laughter  that  dries  the  weeping, 
Or  the  weeping  that  drowns  the  laugh  ! 
"  In  order  to  visit  Glcn  Inagh,  which  should  by- 
no  means  be  omitted,  we  proceed  for  a  short  dis- 
tance by  the  Clifden  Road,  and  then  take  one  turn- 
ing to  the  right  among  the  mountains.  When  I 
first  visited  the  place  some  years  ago,  instead  of 
staying  at  Recess,  I  took  the  mail  car  to  Letter- 
track,  and  stayed  on  the  shore  of  Lough  Inagh,  at  a 
small  hotel,  now,  alas  !  numbered  with  the  things 
of  the  past.  From  here  we  visited  Connemara  and 
fished  the  lakes.  Nearly  all  the  visitors  were  fisher- 
men, and  each  had  his  quart  bottle  of  John  Jame- 
son on  the  mantel  or  sideboard;  it  rested  un- 
touched until  the  return  of  its  owner  after  his  day's 
sport,  and  good  sport  it  was  then.  It  is  still  good, 
but,  like  that  of  most  of  the  other  fishing  districts  in 
Ireland,  it  has  deteriorated.  Our  mutton  was  tender, 
our  fowls  young,  and  our  fish  fresh,  like  our  hearts. 
I  had  then,  and  still  have,  a  cork-handled  green- 
heart  trout  rod,  with  an  aluminium  reel,  made  by 
Farlow  &  Co.,  London,  which  I  prize  very  much. 
For  lightness  and  casting  power  it  was  a  marvel  to 
my  boatmen,  who  were  themselves  keen  fishermen. 
They  could  not  imagine  how  it  could  be  so  light  and 
yet  capable  of  such  excellent  work. 

Glen  Inagh  is,  to  my  mind,  one  of  the  finest  bits 
of  scenery  in  Connemara." 

_  Mr.  O'NeiU  Lane  is  an  angler,  and  whenever  there 
js  any  useful  information  about  angling  to  be  given 
lie  gives  it ;  and  altogether  his  little  guide  will  be 
found  most  useful  to  the  tourist  and  angler,  and 
will  doubtless  have  a  very  large  sale.  It  has  a  very 
full  index. 


THE  ANGLO  -  NORWEGIAN  FISHER- 
MEN'S ASSOCIATION  INAUGURAL 
DINNER. 


There  was  a  large  gathering  of  members  at  the 
Inaugural  Dinner  of  the  Anglo-Norwegian  Fisher- 
men's Association,  at  the  Whitehall  Rooms,  on 
Tuesday  evening.  May  5.  The  president  of  the  asso- 
ciation, Col.  W.  Bromley-Davenport,  D.S.O.,  M.P., 
was  in  the  chair,  and  among  the  members  and  guests 
present  were:  Sir  H.  Seton-Karr,  M.P.,  Admiral 
Sir  William  Kennedy,  K.C.B.,  Mr.  E.  B.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  F.  Pigu,  the  Lord  Advocate  the  Right  Hon. 
A.-  G.  Murray,  K.O.,  M.P..  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Mr.  R.  H.  Venables 
Kyrke,  Mr.  A.  Venables  Kyrke,  Mr.  J.  Wrench 
Towse,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Colonel  W.  E.  Brymer, 
M.P.,  Mr.  A.  Agg-Gardener,  Sir  John  Edge,  Mr. 
Frank  Dugdale,  Mr.  Reginald  Corbet,  junr.,  Vice- 
Admiral  Rice,  Admiral  Sir  John  Baird,  K.C.B., 
Colonel  the  Hon.  G.  C.  Napier,  Colonel  J.  Cavendish, 
Jlr.  R.  Brooman  White,  Mr.  D.  Watney,  etc. 

After  the  health  of  His  Majesty  the  EJng,"-  the 
chairman  called  upon  Mr;  R.  B.  Marston  to  pro- 
pose the  toast  of  'i  The  Anglo-Norwegian  Fishermen's 
Association.'! 

Mr.  Marston  said  that  although  he  was  not 
a  member,  and  had  been  quite  taken  unawares 
in  being  called  upon  to  propose  the  toast,  it  gave 
him  very  great  pleasure  to  do  so.  The  association 
had  been  formed  because  sportsmen  from  the 
United  I^ingdom  visiting  Norway  had  found  that 
it  was  necessary  to  take  joint  action  in  defence  of 
their  interests.  Al  though  i  t  had  been  barely  two  years 
in  existence  it  already  numbered  nearly  200 
members,  including  many  of  the  best  sahnon  anglers 
of  the  day.  The  chief  objects  of  the  association 
were  to  join  together  all  who  are  interested  in 
sport  in  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  by  all  means  in 
their  power  to  protect  their  common  interests  and 
improve  the  fishing  and  sport  generally.  After 
mentioning  some  of  the  reasons  which  had  necessi- 
tated the  formation  of  the  association,  Mr.  Marston 
referred  to  the  great  advantages  members  enjoyed 
in  being  able  to  obtain  absolutely  reliable  in- 
formation about  fishing,  and.  indeed,  about  sport 
generally,  as  he  understood  it  was  not  pro- 
posed to  consider  only  the  interests  of  fishermen. 
The  movement  was  so  well  supported,  and  in- 
cluded ab-eady  so  many  influential  members,  that 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  its  success.  He  therefore 
had  great  pleasure  in  proposing  the  toast  and  of 
coupling  with  it  the  name  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell. 


Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  after  congratulating  the 
members  on  the  success  already  attained,  referred 
to  some  of  the  ways  in  which  great  benefit  might 
result  from  their  association  in  improving  sport, 
and  gave  a  most  interesting  account  of  the 
success  which  had  attended  joint  effort  to  im- 
prove sport  on  the  Helmsdale.  The  disadvantages 
arising  from  want  of  water  were  perhaps  more  often 
experienced  in  our  own  rivers  than  in  those  of 
Norway.  On  the  Helmsdale  they  had  to  some 
extent  provided  against  this  by  forming  a  reservoir 
in  the  hills,  which  enabled  them  to  keep  up  a  good 
flow  of  water  even  in  the  driest  season,  thus  pro- 
viding some  six  weeks'  sport,  which  would  other- 
wise have  been  impossible.  Sir  Herbert  wished  the 
association  long  life  and  prosperity,  and  the  toast 
was  drunk  with  enthusiasm. 

Admiral  Kennedy  proposed  the  health  of  the 
visitors  in  a  very  humorous  and  genial  manner. 
He  said  that  Mr,  Marston,  in  enumerating  the 
objects  of  the  association,  had  faUed  to  mention 
one  of  the  most  important,  and  that  was  its  social 
object.  (Applause.)  It  was  very  pleasant  to  meet 
sportsmen  on  the  steamer  on  the  voyage  to  or  from 
Norway,  to  compare  notes  and  recount  experiences, 
but  these  were  chance  meetings,  and  they  often 
felt  they  should  like  to  have  better  opportunities 
for  renewing  acquaintances  and  perhaps  friendships 
begun  in  this  way,  and  he  was  sure  they  would  all 
agree  with  him  that  not  the  least  of  the  benefits 
connected  with  their  association  was  their  being 
able  to  meet  together  and  enjoy  such  a  pleasant 
sociable  evening  as  on  this  occasion,  especially  as  it 
enabled  them  to  invite  their  friends  the  visitors,  who 
would,  he  hoped,  be  induced  to  become  members. 
He  had  the  pleasure  to  call  upon  the  Lord  Advocate 
for  Scotland  and  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse,  hon.  sec. 
of  the  Salmon  and  Trout  Association,  to  respond  to 
the  toast. 

nie  Lord  Advocate,  while  admitting  that  he  was 
not  himself  an  angler,  said  that  he  took  a  keen 
interest  in  sport  generally,  and  was  quite  sure  that 
all  the  visitors  present  would  join  him  in  thanking 
them  for  their  hospitality,  and  in  wishing  the  asso- 
ciation all  success. 

Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse  referred  briefly  to  the 
objects  of  the  recently  established  Salmon  and 
Trout  Association  as  being  in  many  respects  similar 
to  that  of  the  association  whose  hospitality  they 
were  enjoying,  and  pointed  out  the  absolute  neces- 
sity for  combined  action  of  all  those  interested  in 
order  to  deal  with  the  evils  which  were  destroying 
so  many  of  the  salmon  fisheries  of  the  country. 

The  health  of  the  chairman  was  then  jjroposed 
in  most  felicitous  terms  by  Sir  H.  Seton  Karr,  M.P. 
In  Colonel  Bromley  Davenport,  their  genial 
president,  they  had  a  gentleman  who  was 
universally  esteemed  both  as  a  sportsman  and  as  a 
man  of  the  world  (applause),  and  they  would  all 
agree  with  him  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  them 
to  have  at  their  head  anyone  more  able  and  willing 
to  further  the  work  of  the  association.  ( Hear,  hear. ) 

In  responding  to  the  toast,  the  chairman 
dealt  at  some  length  with  what  he  thought 
ought  to  be  the  policy  of  the  association.  There 
was  much  work  that  could  be  done,  and  had  been 
done,  but  their  general  policy  should  be  a  latent 
one  at  present,  and  possibly  in  the  future ;  they  were 
well  supported  and  had  great  reserves  of  strength 
which  they  could  use  if  necessary.  (Applause.) 
They  might  rely  upon  his  doing  all  in  his  power  to 
justify  the  confidence  and  honour  they  had  shown 
him  by  electing  him  as  president.  He  felt  sure 
they  would  all  agree  with  him  that  they  owed  their 
success  very  largely  to  the  self-sacrificing  way  in 
which  their  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  A.  Venables  Kyrke, 
had  worked  for  them — (applause) — and  would  join 
him  most  heartily  in  drinking  Mr.  Kyrke's  health. 
There  was  a  general  call  for  Mr.  Kyrke  to 
respond,  and  in  doing  so  that  gentleman  said 
he  could  assure  the  members  that  the  work 
he  had  been  able  to  do  for  the  association 
was  entirely  a  labour  of  love,  and  that  he  was 
only  too  happy  to  find  that  his  efforts  were 
appreciated.  Mr.  Kyrke  said  that  their  success  was 
due  chiefly  to  the  support  given  by  their  chairman 
and  the  committee.  He  referred  to  some  of  the 
work  already  done,  and  that  as  the  interests  of 
their  members,  whether  as  proprietors  or  lessees, 
covered  nearly  every  important  river  in  Norway, 
they  had  sources  of  information  available  which 
had  already  proved  of  the  greatest  assistance  to 
many  of  their  members.;    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  company  then  separated,  after  a  moat  suc- 
cessful inaugural  evenings 


THE  THAMES  PKESEKVATION 
LEAGUE. 

MEMORIAL  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
BOARD  OP  TRADE,: 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  this  Memorial,  a 
rather  lengthy  document,  from  which  it  appears 
that  ten  societies  are  ah-eady  included  in  the  League; 
The  Memoriahsts  are  an  association  of  societies  and 
persons  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the 
amenities  of  the  river  Thames,  and  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  public  in  connection  with  the 
said  river. 

Amongst  other  societies,  the  following  are  repre- 
sented on  the  Thames  Preservation  League, 
namely — the  Commons  and  Footpaths  Preservation 
Society;  the  Kyrle  Society;  the  Metropolitan 
Public  Gardens  Association;  the  National  Trust 
for  Places  of  Historic  Interest  or  Natural  Beauty ; 
the  Selbome  Society ;  the  Society  for  Checking  the 
Abuses  of  Public  Advertising  ;  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion ;  the  Association  of  London  Anglers ;  the 
Berks,  South  Oxon,  and  North  Hants  Footpaths 
and  Open  Spaces  Society ;  and  the  Kent  and 
Surrey,  Middlesex,  Herts,  and  Bucks  Committees 
of  the  Commons  and  Footpaths  Preservation 
Society; 

After  setting  forth  their  reasons,  the  Memorialists 
"  therefore  pray"  :— 

(1)  Tliat  London,  thrpugh  the  City  Corporation 
and  the  London  Coimty  Council,  and  the  towns 
and  urban  districts  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
may  have  a  preponderating  voice  on  the  Board  of 
Conservators  for  the  River  Thames,  to  be  reconsti- 
tuted by  Provisional  Order  by  your  Honourable 
Board. 

(2)  That  the  two  great  angling  federations,  the 
eight  fishery  preservation  societies,  and  some  of 
the  more  important  rowing  and  swimming  clubs  on 
the  Thames  may  be  adequately  represented  on  the 
new  Board. 

(3)  That  powers  be  conferred  on  the  new  Board 
— (a)  to  prevent  sheep- washing ;  (b)  to  preserve 
the  tow-path  and  access  to  the  river  at  all  necessary 
points,  and  to  secure  a  right  of  footway  along  the 
river  banks;  (c)  to  preserve  the  amenities  of  the 
Thames,  to  resist  acts  tending  to  impair  such 
amenities,  and  to  acquire  compulsorily  where 
necessary  portions  of  the  banks  especially  im- 
portant to  the  enjoyment  of  the  river;  and  (d)  to 
acquire  fisheries ;  and  that  the  duty  of  protecting 
the  amenities  of  the  river  be  expressly  imposed 
upon  the  new  Board. 

(4)  That  the  Port  of  London  Commission  be 
directed  to  have  regard  to  the  amenities  of  the 
Thames  within  the  pixrview  of  the  Commission,  and 
especially  to  the  protection  of  the  beauty  of  the 
river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Richmond. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Preservation 
League.  Lawrence  W.  Chubb, 

Basil  Holmes, 
25,  Victoria-street,  Hon.  Secs^ 

Westminster,  S.W; 
April  30,  1903. 


SUTHEELAND,  CAITHNESS, 
SHETLAND. 

INEXPENSIVE   SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Grimble, 
Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,'-  etcj 

CHAPTER  IX. 

The  first-named  county  contains  more  than 
thirty  lochs  and  rivers  which  hold  salmon  and  sea- 
trout,  many  of  which  are  open  to  the  pubhc.  I 
will  commence  with  the  Kirkaig  river,  which  makes 
the  march  with  Ross-shire  on  the  west  coast,  and 
work  my  way  round  to  the  Oykel,  which  falls  in 
the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  and  also  forms  the  march 
between  the  two  counties  on  the  east  coast. 

The  Kirkaig  drains  eighty  square  miles  of  country, 
and  flows  from  a  series  of  large  lochs  in  the  Assynt 
district.  About  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  sea 
the  river  is  precipitated  down  a  perpendicular  fall 
of  sixty  feet — a  grand  sight  in  times  of  flood,  and 
as  of  course  it  is  impassable  all  sport  is  had  between 
this  and  the  sea.  In  this  short  piece  of  water  there 
are  twenty- three  named  casts,  and  if  fish  were  only 
more  plentiful  grand  indeed  would  be  the  sport 
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S.  ALLGOGK  &  CO.,  LIMITED, 


Telegraph:  "ALLCOCK.  REDDITCH. 
Telephone :  No.  2  REDDITCH. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Tackle,  Hooks,  Sc.,  in  the  World. 


Branch  Houses — 
PARIS: 

77,  Ki:e  Eamliuteau. 


TRAPe  MARKi  . 
CANADA :  Tokoxto. 

Gut  Factory : 
.MURC'IA,  SPAIN. 


GRAND  PRIX 

PAR! 


Brussels,  1897 


EXPOSITION  UNIVERSEIIE  1900 


Wholesale  Agents 
In  all  the  Princii'ai,  Towns 

IN  EUKOl'K  AND  AMEiaCA. 

VIENNA: 

M.  OiUi  Noot,  111,  Ileumarkt 
Lagergasse,  2. 


TRADE  MARK. 


Brussels,  1 1 897' 


MELBOURNE: 

Mr.  .T.  D.  Wragg,  Cochrane 
Street,  Elcsternwick. 


GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  TWENTY-TWO  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 

THE  "BADEN-POWELL"  PATTERNS  SALMON  FLIES,  on  single  and  double  hooks;  none  genuine 

without  Baden-Powell's  signature. 
THE  ALUMINIUM  "AERIAL"  REEL,  with  line  guard  and  deep  flange. 

THE  "STANDARD"  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES,  dressed  on  the  "Model  Perfect"  Hooks. 


For  SALMON,  GRILSE,  TROUT,  and  GRAYLING, 

THE  "HERCULES"  CUT  CASTS 

ARE  THE  STRONGEST  AND  BEST. 

They  will  Last  at  least  Three  Times  Longer  than  any  other. 

We  claim  that  by  Steeping  the  Gut  in  our  Special  Preparation  the  pliability  and  softness  is  so 
greatly  increased  that  the  subsequent  process  of  knotting  it  into  Casts  does  not  injure  it  in  the  least. 

It  not  only  gives  to  the  Gut  flexibility  and  greater  strength,  but  also  durability,  as  the  Prepara- 
tion protects  it  from  the  action  of  air  and  light. 


Press  Notices 


THE  FIELD. 


"  We  have  made  experiments  with  pieces  of  this  gut,  and  were  able  to  fasten 
eyed  hooks  to  a  strand  without  the  necessity  of  wetting  it  previously.  This,  of 
course,  is  an  enormous  gain.  The  pliability  and  softness  of  the  gut  under  this 
special  preparation  is  a  fact  obvious  to  anyone  who  sees  and  handles  it,  and  to  be 
able  to  knot  on  a  fly  with  gut  that  has  not  been  previously  wetted,  without  crack- 
ing it  is  very  strong  evidence  in  iis  favour.  It  seems  to  be  not  only  a  real  novelty, 
but  a  very  important  invention." 

LAND  AND  WATER. 

"The  new  casts  are  happily  named  the  'Heicules,'  for  they  combine  flexi- 
bility with  great  strength.  Angleis  who  take  a  keen  interest  in  all  details  which 
go  to  make  up  a  successful  day's  sport  should  lose  no  time  in  ordering  them. 
In  knotting  a  cast  together  the  gut  should  be  as  pliable  and  soft  as  possible." 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 

"  We  have  no  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  special  preparation,  but  mora 
beautifully  tapered  well  made  three  yard  casts  we  have  seldom  seen." 

THE  ROD  AND  GUN. 

"  The  '  Hercules '  Casts  are  extremely  soft  and  flexible  to  the  touch." 

THE  ANGLER. 

"  We  have  carefully  examined  the  knots  in  a  dozen  '  Hercules '  Casts  sent  to 
us  by  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  and  cannot  find  the  faintest  mark  caused  by  tying. 
The  gut  is  much  more  flexible  than  under  ordinary  conditions.  It  feels,  between 
the  finger  and  thumb,  like  a  good  round  hair.  Anglers  know  the  soft  feel  of  hair. 
The  gut  in  these  casts  approaches  hair  in  consistency,  so  that  the  claim  of 
flexibility  is  all  right.  The  casts  are  perfect  at  the  knots  and  in  no  case  is  the 
gut  marked." 


THE   "HERCULES"  CASTS  ARE   NUMBERED  AS  UNDER: 


No.  3490.  Fine,  Medium,  and  Strong. 

„    3491.  Strongest  for  Lake  Fishing, 

„    3492.  Extra  Fine,  undrawn. 

,,    3493.  X,  XX,  XXX  Fine. 


No.  3494.  Light  Salmon. 
„   8495.  Strong  Salmon. 
„   3496.  Extra  Strong  Salmon. 
„   3497.  Extra  Extra  Strong  Salmon. 

All  the  above  are  made  from  the  very  best  selected  Spanish  Gut,  and  each  Cast  carefully  tested. 


No.  3498.  May  Fly  Casts,  tapered  strong  to 
3x  Fine. 

,,  3499.  Tapered    Undi-awn    Trout  Casts, 
medium  to  2x  Fine. 


THE  STRONGEST. 
66 


Each  Cast  is  labelled  "  Hercules." 

39 


THE  FINEST  AND  BEST. 


THE  ABOVE  CAN  BE  UAD  FROM  ANY  GOOD  TACKLE  DEALER. 
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offered  by  the  rapid  streams  and  boiling  pots  that 
follow  each  other  in  such  rapid  succession.  I  know 
of  no  other  river  in  Scotland  which  requires  such 
hard  walking,  so  much  scrambling,  and  careful 
placmg  of  feet  as  this  one,  for  in  many  places  the 
angler  will  have  to  descend  and  then  again  ascend 
very  steep  rocky  banks  for  fully  a  hundred  yards  or 
more,  and  repeat  the  process  to  fish  the  next  pool, 
while  as  none  of  them  are  long  ones  or  require  much 
time  to  cast,  the  amount  of  hard  work  for  the  legs  is 
out  of  all  proportion  to  that  called  for  from  the 
arms.  Like  its  near  neighbour,  the  Inver,  this  also 
is  a  very  late  river  and  of  Uttle  use  before  the  begin- 
ning of  July,  and  that  month  with  August  are  the 
two  best  ones,  for  though  perhaps  more  fish  are 
taken  in  September,  they  are  then  turning  black. 
Nevertheless,  the  river  is'openfor  rods  and  nets  on 
Feb.  11,  closing  for  nets  on  Aug.  26  and  for  rods  on 
Oct.  31,  both  dates  being  quite  fifteen  days  too  late. 
A  16ft.  rod  and  medium  sized  standard  flies  will  do 
all  the  work,  and  no  waders  are  wanted.  At  times 
a  few  fish  have  been  taken  by  the  prawn,  but  not 
often,  and  the  fly  may  be  said  to  be  the  only  lure 
used. 

There  are  no  nets  at  the  mouth  and  no  bag-nets 
nearer  than  Clachtoll  on  the  north  of  Inver  mouth, 
but  yet  these  nets,  in  conjunction  with  those 
working  at  Stoer  Point,  appear  to  sweep  the  sea  of 
the  fish  that,  should  come  to  the  Earkaig.  Salmon 
average  lllb.  and  grilse  fully  51b.,  while  of  sea-trout 
there  are  hardly  any.  '  Of  recent  years  the  usual 
rqd  take  has  been  from  forty  to  fifty  fish:  In  1898 
Mr.  Langmore  had  the  whole  river  for  July  and 
August,  and  was  thought  very  fortunate  in  getting 
fifty-three  salmon  and  grilse  in  his  two  months 
due  to  good  fishing  and  hard  work. 

At  present  the  angling  is  let  to  Mackenzie,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Culag  Hotel  at  Loch  Inver,  about 
four  miles  off,  and  I  always  walked  out  and  had  a 
machine  to  cart  me  home.  The  river  is  divided 
into  two  beats  and  there  is  ample  room  on  each, 
the  charge  being  12s.  6d.  a  day.  which  is  reasonable 
enough.  As  the  angling  is  all"  from  the  right  bank, 
the  casting  is  over  the  left  shoulder,  and  here  and 
there  the  Spey  cast  comes  in  handy. 

There  is  hardly  any  spawning  ground,  and  so 
scarce  are  beds  of  gravel  that  it  is  wonderful  how 
fish  spawn  at  all.  From  the  sea  to  the  falls  the 
pools  run  as  follows  : — 

1 .  The  Rock  Pool.    Not  of  much  account. 

2.  The  Elders.    Large  and  good. 

3.  The  Old  Bridge  Pool.    Also  good. 

4.  The  Heather  Pool. 

5.  The  Island  Stream.    A  big  water  catch. 

6.  The  Hazel  Pool.    Very  good  in  high  water. 

7.  The  Little  Kirkaig  Pool. 

8.  The  Turn  Pool. 

9.  The  Wether  Pool. 

10.  The  Red  Pool  and  two  streams  below  it. 


_  Here  endeth  the  Lower  Beat,  and  without  any 
time  passed  in  "  playing  and  landing  "  it  will  take 
three  hours'  hard  work  to  fish  it. 

The  Upper  Beat  is  rather  more  "  scrambly " 
than  the  lower  one. 

1.  The  Shady  Pool,  which  sounds  nice  on  an 
August  day,  but  can  only  be  reached  by  a  very 
steep  descent,  followed  by  a  hard  climb  to  the  top 
when  it  is  done  with,  is  often  passed  by  on  this 
account.- 

2.  The  Arrow  Pool.    Very  easy  and  very  good. 

3.  The  Bow. 

4.  The  Otter.  A  fine  one,  which  the  gillies  persist 
in  calling  "  Orrtter  '■-  Pool. 

5.  The  Red  Lamp  stream. 

6.  The  Little  Fall.    A  very  big  pot, 

7.  Spring  Pool.  Good. 

8.  Lower  Nettle.- 

9.  Upper  Nettle; 

10.  11,  12.  Upper,  Middle,  and  Lower  Smash 
13.  The  Fall  Pool. 
These  last  five  pools  are  separated  from  each 

other  by  wall-Uke  cliffs,  their  bases  descending 
sheer  into  deep  water.  The  angler  has  to  scramble 
up  and  down  each  one  as  they  come,  while,  as  the 
names  tel!,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  follow  a  fish 
out  of  the  two  lower  -without  s-wimming,  which 
would  be  dangerous  if  the  river  was  flooded. 

It  is  just  possible  to  follow  out  of  the  Fall  Pool 
by  a  rapid  scramble  up  the  bank,  but  the  proceeding 
seldom  ends  with  flying  colours.  The  approach  to 
this  Fall  Pool  when  I  first  knew  it  five  and  forty 
years  ago,  used  to  be  a  really  nasty  one,  requiring 
quite  a  gymnastic  performance.  One  got  used  to 
It  after  a  few  trials,  but  the  first  attempt  always 
puzzled  a  stranger— so  much  so  that  a  friend  of 


mine  sUpped,  fell,  and  bounded  with  a  thud  from 
the  hard  rock  below  right  into  the  horrible  dark, 
black,  boihng  pool  close  to  where  the  whole 
body  of  the  falling  water  descended.  An  anxious 
moment  for  the  onlookers,  but  luckily  he  was 
not  stunned  or  crippled,  and  being  an  extra 
good  swimmer,  with  plenty  of  nerve,  he  took  the 
ducking  as  a  matter  of  course  and  came  out  none 
the  worse.  Had  he  not  possessed  these  quaUfica- 
tions,  his  chance  would  have  been  a  poor  one.  This 
approach  has  now  been  made  quite  easy,  and  there 
is  notlung  to  be  dreaded.  When  there  are  fish  in 
the  river  they  may  be  seen  jumping  incessantly  at 
this  tall,  a  hopeless  task  which  they  seem  very 
slow^m  learning.  Fish  of  20lb.  were  not  rare  in 
t^?,  days  when  I  first  knew  the  river,  and  one  of 
381b.  holds  the  record  ;  but  of  recent  vears  big  fish 
seem  to  have  died  out.  The  late  Duke  of  Suther- 
land and  also  the  present  Dtike  have  at  various  times 
considered  the  question  of  taking  salmon  round 
these  falls,  but  up  to  the  present  the  expense  has 
been  considered  too  large  for  the  prospective  benefits 
that  might  be  gained.  There  is,  however,  one  thing 
to  be  said  in  its  favour— namely,  that  the  whole 
watershed  of  the  river  belongs  to  the  Duke,  so  that 
If  It  was  opened  up  there  would  be  no  fear  of  any 
claim  to  the  fisheries  being  made  by  other  proprietors, 
though  the  Government  would  probably  make  a 
nominal  one  and  cede  it  on  payment  of  a  small 
sum.  From  the  top  of  the  faU  up  to  Loch  Fewin 
the  river  has  many  fine  pools,  while  the  loch  covers 
307  acres.  This  is  followed  by  Loch  Veyatie,  of 
nearly  600  acres  ;  then  comes  Loch  Cama,  of  about 
the  same  size,  above  which  is  Loch  Boarlan,  so 
that  the  opening  up  of  these  falls  would  saknonise 
seven  miles  of  river  and  1800  acres  of  lochs. 

This  chain  of  lochs  are  all  fished  for  trout  from 
the  hotel  at  Inchnadamph,  and  are  well  known  to 
trout  fishers,  but  unless  one  has  walked  from  the 
liirkaig  mouth  across  country  to  Inchnadamph, 
following  the  flow  of  the  water,  it  is  impossible  to 
form_  any  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task  of 
opening  up  this  chain  of  lochs. 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Beports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — There  is  no  news 
of  sport  from  the  river  this  week.  The  heavy  rains 
have  greatly  discoloured  the  water,  and  it  has  been 
quite  useless  to  try  for  trout.  The  stream,  too,  has 
been  exceptionally  strong,  and  until  the  river  tones 
down,  there  is  likely  to  be  little  to  record.  The 
heavy  flush  of  water,  however,  is  likely  to  prove  of 
value  to  the  coarse  fishmg  season,  as  the  river  will 
have  been  well  scoured.  If  there  is  no  further 
heavy  rain,  the  river  should  be  in  good  trim  again 
by  Thursday  next. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — No  trout  have  been  caught  since 

my  last  report,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  any 
fishing  for  the  next  fortnight.  It  looks  like  having 
a  spring  flood ;  all  the  weirs  are  drawn  and  there  is 
a  very  heavy  stream  running,  the  water  being  over 
the  banks  in  places  and  still  rising.  Few  of  the  old 
fishermen  can  remember  the  water  being  so  high  for 
the  time  of  the  year. — Stanley  Mead. 

Ancholme  District — The  rainfall  since  May 
came  in  is  just  three-quarters  of  an  inch.  As  a  con- 
sequence, the  trout  brooks  have  row  got  a  nice 
freshening,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  are  much 
improved.  Several  fine  trout  have  been  taken 
from  the  Market  Rasen  waters  at  Willingham 
and  on  the  Rase  by  Mr.  Shaw  and  other  local 
anglers,  and  they  have  all  been  in  good  con- 
dition. There  is  an  increasing  number  of  Alder 
Flies,  but  it  is  too  gloomy  for  a  hatch  of  Hawthornes, 
which  are  now  due.  The  Cowdung  remains  far 
and  away  the  best  fly.  When  the  wind  blows  this 
on  the  water  it  is  seized  at  once  by  the  trout.  Gray- 
ling are  very  late  in  spawning  this  year. — Thomas 
Ford,  Caistor. 

Ceiriog  (North  Wales).— Weather  lately  has 
been  against  big  catches.  River  low  with  cold 
winds,  followed  by  floods.  One  gentleman,  not- 
withstanding these  unfavourable  conditions,  caught 
150  nice  fish  on  the  Glyn  Valley  Hotel  water  during 
the  fortnight  ending  April  30.  River  is  fuU  of 
trout,  and  so  soon  as  present  flood  has  run  off  good 
sport  is  expected. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— Tlie  weather 
during  the  past  week  has  been  very  thundery. 
Some  very  good  trout  have  been  killed  on  Alders, 
Ogden's  Fancy,  Red    and    Blue  Quills,  several 


weighing  lib  to  IJlb.  The  big  fish  are  beginning 
to  feed  well.  Gentlemen  who  have  been  out 
with  sport  are  Mr.  Rogers,  Rev.  M.  R.  Luck- 
man,  Rev.  F.  R.  Carbonell,  Dr.  Powell,  and  Mr. 
Dixon  and  son  of  thirteen  years,  who  landed 
one  and  a  half  brace.  He  is  the  youngest  angler  I 
have  known  on  the  stream,  and  promises  to  make 
a  very  keen  sportsman.  The  river  looks  its  best, 
and  the  cuckoo  and  nightingale  are  in  full  song 
Another  female  121b.  otter  has  been  trapped.--- 
Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  rivers  are  all  still  high, 
helped  by  heavy  local  showers.  Sport  has  been 
varied.  On  the  Camel  some  good  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  got,  Mr.  Oliver  being,  perhaps,  the  most 
fertunate  fishers  with  a  trout  of  lib.  14oz.  to  his 
credit.  On  the  other  streams  sport  has  been  good 
on  some  days  and  bad  on  others.  One  fisher  got  a 
capital  basket  of  fish,  his  total  being  over  fifty 
weighing  131b.  All  the  rivers  are  in  good  order, 
f  J  though  rather  on  the  big  side.  The  Tamar  is  still 
to^  high  in  the  lower  waters.  The  Launceston 
streams  are  fishing  very  well.— Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  has 
kept  up  big  and  the  black  midge  (otherwise  known 
as  the  fishermen's  curse)  is  now  on  the  water.  Con- 
sequently the  fish  do  not  take  so  readily  to  the  fly 
as  before.  On  Thursday  (April  30)  the  Rev.  Wade, 
fishmg  on  the  Harbourne,  killed  half  a  dozen  fine  fish 
weighmg  about  2^1b.,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  creeled 
half  a  dozen  very  fine  fish.  He  also  hooked  a  big  trout, 
and  after  good  sport  took  away  half  the  collar  and  fly. 
One  day  last  week  a  couple  of  fine  salmon  were 
creeled  by  Mr.  Cornish,  of  Buckfastleigh,  one  he 
secured  with  the  fly,  and  the  other  either  with  a 
minnow  or  worm.  Mr.  Downing  landed  a  good  brace 
of  trout  weighing  IJlb.  Salmon  have  been  running 
to  the  upper  waters  freely  owing  to  the  freshets 
down  from  the  moor.  The  flies  used  are  Black 
Midge,  Silver  Horn,  and  Edmond's  Palmer.  Further 
convincing  proof  as  to  the  destruction  of  salmon 
fry  by  eels  is  hardly  necessary  when  it  is  kno-rni 
that  at  the  weu-  last  week  one  of  these  fish  weighing 
41b.  was,  on  being  opened,  found  to  contain  no  less 
than  three  salmon  fry.  The  writer  saw  one  of  the 
three  fish  which  was  about  six  inches  long  and 
seemed  to  have  been  absolutely  swallowed  by  the 
eel. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Though  somewhat  more  favour- 
able meteorological  conditions  are  now  being  expe- 
rienced, angling  on  this  river  has  been  almost 
impossible  during  the  past  few  days  consequent 
upon  the  river  being  in  heavy  flood.  There  is  now, 
however,  a  much  improved  outlook,  fine  weather 
being  the  only  necessity  to  ensure  good  sport. 
Large  numbers  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  were  seen 
to  pass  the  weir  at  Ruswarp  proceeding  seaward 
during  the  week.  Sea  fishing  has  afforded  only 
moderate  sport  owing  to  the  heavy  seas  outside, 
fishing  being  retarded.  A  few  takes  have  been 
effected  in  the  harbour. — J.  Jackson. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  river  is  now  in 
flood  and  highly  coloured,  and  fishing  operations 
are  suspended  for  the  present.  A  few  salmon  have 
been  caught  by  the  rod  anglers  at  Cowley  Bridge, 
Pynes,  Brampford  Speke,  and  Thorverton.  The 
floods  have  done  considerable  damage  in  the  Culm, 
and  at  Uffculme  over  £100  damage  at  the  mill  by 
the  station,  and  it  is  feared  that  a  number  of  trout 
will  be  lost  also.  The  netting  of  the  Exeter  Canal 
has  caused  much  regret  to  the  many  coarse  fisher- 
men who  enjoy  the  sport  that  excellent  water 
affords,  and  a  memorial  is  being  presented  to  the 
Town  Council  asking  that  the  practice  may  be  dis- 
continued in  the  interests  of  anglers,  as  the  pike 
netted  and  destroyed  afford  much  sport  and  do  not 
enter  the  main  river,  the  locks  preventing  this,  and 
are  located  over  two  miles  from  where  the  junction 
with  the  river  is  formed. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
Temperature  has  gone  down  a  little  during  the 
week,  and  there  has  been  rain  in  the  gauge  every 
day  since  last  writing.  This  has  caused  a  little 
fresh  on  the  waters,  and,  certainly  from  a  fishmg 
point  of  view,  sport  has  improved,  but  it  is  not  of 
the  quality  to  tempt  regular  anglers  to  the  water- 
side. Though  flies  are  hatching  out  better  than  they 
were  the  dull  weather  prevents  them  coming  to  the 
front  as  they  ought  to  do.  Bottom-fishing  is  still 
the  most  successful,  but  if  the  weather  would  only 
be  fine  and  bright  we  should  have  the  fish  seeking 
this  bait,  particularly  in  the  evening. — Limpet. 

Itchen  (Winchester).— Sunday's  hard  rain  com- 
pletely spoilt  any  chance  of  sport  on  Monday,  as 
the  Itchen  was  not  only  mud-coloured,  but  bank 
high.  Tuesday  it  had  lost  some  of  the  colour,  but 
still  much  too  high.  About  twelve  o'clock  a  small 
rise  of  Dark  [and  Medium  Olives  came  down,  and 
now  and  again  a  Pale  Olive.  Fish  rose  to  them  and 
from  where  I  stood  I  saw  fish  rise  and  take  the  dark 
one  at  almost  every  fly  that  came  over  them.  It  is 
the  first  time  this  year  I  have  seen  them  rise  continu- 
ously, and  when  I  left  they  were  still  at  it.  Wednes- 
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day,  river  much  clearer,  but  stUl  bank  high. 
Thunder  about.  No  fly  to  speak  of,  and  what 
there  was  came  down  in  single  file,  like  ducks  in  a 
gutter. — Pale  Watery  Olive. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (Nortli  Wales). — I  have  another 
week's  good  fishing  to  report.  The  weather  has 
been  good,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising  freely. 
Mr.  Chesshire  has  killed  100  fish  in  ten  days,  all 
taken  on  the  fly.  This  year  the  Clarets  have  been 
killing  better  than  any  other  kind  of  fly.  On 
April  29th,  Mr.  Luxford  cpeeled  fifteen  fish,  91b. 
2oz. ;  Mr.  Chesshire,  eleven,  61b.  9oz. ;  Captain 
Garnett,  fourteen,  7Ib.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Shawe  and 
friend,  niae,  41b.  lloz.  ;  Mr.  Ray,  four,  21b.  4oz. ; 
Mr.  Barton,  four,  21b.  loz. ;  and  Mr.  Harms- 
worth,  two,  lib.  4oz.  On  the  30th,  Mr.  R.  L. 
Garnett  killed  fourteen,  81b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Shawe 
and  friend,  eleven,  61b.  lloz.;  Captain  Garnett, 
nine,  51b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Chesshire,  seven,  31b.  lOoz. ; 
Messrs. Russell, Howard,  andBarton,  fiveeach, Major 
Bunn  and  Mr.  Luxford,  three  each.  On  May  1,  Cap- 
tain Garnett  killed  fifteen,  81b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Shawe  and 
friend,  fifteen,  81b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett  and  Mr. 
Chesshire,  ten  each;  Major  Corbett,  five,  21b.  14oz. ; 
Canon  Daniel,  three,  21b.  loz.  ;  Messrs.  Russell  and 
Howard,  tliree ;  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  two,  lib.  6oz. 
On  May  2,  Mr.  Shawe  and  friend  killed  fifteen, 
81b.  2oz.  ;  Canon  Daniel  and  son,  thirteen,  71b. 
12oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  seven,  41b.  8oz.  ;  Captain 
Garnett,  Messrs.  Russell,  Howard,  and  Corbett,  six 
each ;  Major  Bunn,  five,  31b.  7oz. ;  Captain 
Onslow,  six,  31b.  lOoz.  ;  Captain  King,  five, 
31b.  loz.  ;  and  Mr.  Barton,  four,  21b.  loz. 
On  May  4  Captain  King  killed  nine,  51b.  9oz.  ; 
Captain  Onslow,  Captain  Garnett,  and  Mr.  Shawe 
seven  each ;  Captain  Onslow,  four,  21b.  8oz.  ;  and 
Mr.  Barton  and  Major  Bunn,  two  each.  On  May  5 
Captain  Garnett  killed  fifteen,  81b.  2oz.  ;  Messrs. 
Everett  and  Jones,  thirteen,  71b.  4oz.  ;  Major  Cor- 
bett and  Mr.  Shawe,  seven  each  ;  Captain  King,  six, 
31b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  five,  21b.  12oz. ;  Mr,  • 
Barton,  four,  21b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Harmsworth,  four, 
21b.  9oz. ;  and  Major  Bunn,  two,  lib.  7oz  — Long 
Drift. 

Lea  and  Tri1}xitaries. — Owing  to  the  continuous 
rainfall  the  I^ea  and  its  tributaries  have  been 
showing  plenty  of  colour,  and  since  trout  fishing 
opened  some  decent  fish  have  been  caught,  the 
Hertford  waters  yielding  the  most.  Here  Mr.  Storey 
has  taken  trout  up  to  2^1b.,  another  angler  has  had 
one  of  21b.,  and  Mr.  Johnson  one  of  l^lb.  Some 
good  trout  have  been  seen  feeding  at  Rye  House 
and  Broxbourne,  and  at  Hertford  one  estimated  to 
scale  between  121b.  and  151b.  has  been  noted  with  a 
spoon  bait  in  its  mouth,  having  evidently  smashed 
some  angler.  Mr.  Borthwick  (Gresham)  has  captured 
a  trout  of  lib.  12oz..  In  the  subscription  water 
(Beane)  at  Hertford,  Mr.  Garrett  has  had  several 
brace  of  trout,  returning  three  fish,  and  Messrs. 
Burgess  and  Southron  have  also  killed  trout.  A 
trout  of  2|lb.  has  been  caught  in  another  part  of 
this  stream  at  Hertford  by  Mr.  H.  Currell.  Eel- 
fishing  has  opened,  and  they  have  been  had 
up  to  l^lb.  at  Ponders  End.  A  large  jack  was 
landed  and  returned  at  Hertford  by  a  trout  angler 
early  this  week. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItUgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams,  which  have  been  running  in  fair  fishing 
order  for  some  weeks,  have  now  changed,  and  are 
running  high  and  muddy  and  bankful,  and  outrun 
the  fields  in  some  places.  The  weather  had  been 
unsettled  for  some  days,  and  on  Monday  there  was 
a  change  and  heavy  thunderstorms  accompanied 
by  lightning  were  had,  and  soon  made  the  rivers 
rise  and  put  a  stop  to  any  kind  of  fishing.  More 
rain  threatens,  and  there  is  very  little  prospect  of 
fishing  for  some  days.  Before  the  rain  trout  were 
on  the  feed,  and  some  very  nice  fish  were  taken  at 
the  end  of  last  week.  The  Pinsley  is  high  and 
muddy. — Gwynne, 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and    Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 


Since  last  report  rain  has  fallen  most  days,  and  for 
the  last  three  we  have  had  thunder  and  lightning 
with  heavy  downpours  of  rain,  causing  the  rivers 
to  swell  to  nearly  bank  full  of  muddy  water,  and 
at  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  evening.  May  6) 
have  not  begun  to  sink,  whilst  the  outlook  as 
regards  weather  is  threatening,  the  glass  extremely 
low  and  wind  S.W. ;  under  these  conditions  it  is 
impossible  to  speak  as  to  the  chances  of  sport  in  the 
coming  week. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — At  present  time 
of  reporting,  Wednesday  (May  6),  the  river  is  very 
full,  but  is  fast  subsiding,  and  in  the  event  of  no 
further  floods  occurring  will  be  in  good  order  within 
twelve  hours.  The  incessant  rain  has  interfered 
with  fly-fishing  during  the  past  week,  but  in  the  brief 
intervals  of  clearness  between  the  freshets,  trout 
have  shown  an  inclination  to  move,  and  several 
good  fish  have  been  taken. — Heron. 

Flymoutli. — Some  nice  showers  last  week  have 
put  the  rivers  in  good  condition,  but  fish  have  not 
been  rising  well,  although  some  very  fair  baskets 
have  been  taken.  The  fish  seem  to  rise  short,  and 
although  several  have  risen  only  very  few  are 
hooked  and  landed.  Peal  are  running  up  the  Tavy. 
— William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necli).  Very  much  rain  has  fallen  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood during  the  past  week,  "and  consequently, 
all  these  rivers  have  remained  in  more  or  less 
flooded  state,  and  altogether  out  of  condition  for 
angling  purposes.  The  atmosphere  still  continues 
very  mild,  and  now  that  the  wind  has  ceased  blow- 
ing from  an  easterly  direction,  the  face  of  the 
country  is  daily  improving.  On  Tuesday  evening 
a  terrific  thunderstorm  of  many  hours'  duration 
passed  over  here  accompanied  by  a  very  heavy  fall 
of  hail  and  rain  such  as  is  rarely  witnessed.  In  some 
places  the  ground  was  covered  to  the  depth  of 
several  inches  with  hailstones.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  rain  has  ceased,  and  with  the  barometer 
gradually  rising  there  is  every  prospect  of  more 
favourable  weather. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Kivers. — May,  charming 
May — ^at  present  a  misnomer  ;  very  much  April 
about  it,  with  the  multiplicity  of  showers  and  but 
little  sunshine.  The  land  is  now  saturated,  and 
each  succeeding  downpour  finds  its  way  into 
streams  and  rivers,  meaning  discoloration,  water 
up  to  the  banks  in  the  streams,  and  the  rivers  in 
flood — a  poor,  unsatisfactory  start  for  the  trout 
fishermen.  Although  days  have  been  warm,  nights 
have  been  chilly,  and  the  temperature  of  the  water 
below  par.  Trout  are  not  in  evidence,  and  as  far 
as  letters  from  correspondents  state,  the  week  has 
been  a  blank.  At  Chichester  Canal  perch-spawn  is 
noticeable,  but  the  roach  are  backward.  The 
harbour  flshermen  have  taken  a  few  smelts,  and 
from  the  Arun  codling  in  the  lower  waters. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Fishing  in  a  brook  near 
Barnstaple  two  boys  caught  a  dozen  fish,  which 
were  above  the  average,  with  the  worm.  Rivers 
are  very  full,  and  will  take  a  few  days  to  fine  down. 
A  better  outlook  I  never  remember  for  a  successful 
season.  Salmon  are  moving  up  the  streams,  and 
the  netsmen  are  complaining  of  too  much  water 
spoiling  their  chances. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  was 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in  capital  order 
for  fishing  up  till  Sunday.  The  weather  has  been 
very  unsettled  of  late,  and  heavy  falls  of  rain  have 
been  had  at  night;  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
heavy  thunderstorms  were  had  in  the  district,  and 
the  river,  soon  began  to  rise  and  colour.  This 
(Wednesday)  morning  it  is  running  high  and  muddy 
and  bank  full,  and  quite  out  of  order  for  any  fish- 
ing at  present ;  there  is  little  prospect  of  sport 
as  more  rain  threatens,  and  it  will  take  some  days  to 
clear.  Before  the  rain  the  fish  were  well  on  the 
feed  and  a  good  few  anglers  were  out.  The  big  fish 
taken  by  Mr.  Williams  has  improved  the  number  of 
anglers  on  the  river,  as  it  has  come  as  a  surprise  to 
all  that  such  large  fish  are  in  the  Teme.  But  they 
are  supposed  to  have  come  up  stream  from  Ashford, 
where  Major  Courtney  Morgan  put  in  some  fine 
Glenleven  trout,  and  this  is  said  to  be  one.  On 
Friday  and  Saturday,  May  1  and  2,  trout  from  ^Ib. 
to  l^lb.  were  landed  with  worm  along  the  Folley, 
and  a  few  with  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  running  liigh  and  muddy  and 
bank  full,  and  fishing  in  them  is  out  of  the  question 
for  some  days. — S.  Ludlow. 


Trout,  Sea-Tkout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  13.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  la.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Millek,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  Xcw 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


Teme  (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  tliis  part  is  now 
running  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  very  unsettled  for  some  days,  and  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  there  was  a  break  and 
thunder  and  lightning  was  had,  accompanied  by 
heavy  downfalls  of  rain;  it  soon  made  the 
river  rise  and  turn  muddy,  and  it  is  now  running 
bank  full.  Fishing  will  be  at  a  standstill  for 
some  days.  Before  the  rain  angling  had  been 
steadily  improving  and  the  fish  were  feeding  well. 
A  few  anglers  were  out  and  some  nice  trout  have 
been  taken.  Little  prospect  of  .sport  next  week. — ■ 
Worcester. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  following  successes  have  been 
reported  : — Thursday  (April  30),  Mr.Kippen  killed  a 
salmon,  14  Jib.,  in  Pencarreg;  Friday,  Colonel  Morris 
landed  two  in  the  upper  water;  and  on  Saturday, 
Mr.  Kirkpatrick  took  one  in  the  famous  Rock  Pool 
weighing  131b. ;  and  Mr.  Sword  accounted  for  one, 
111b.  in  weight,  at  the  Wibbs.  Unfortunately  for 
the  angler,  several  fish  have  been  lost  There  has 
been  more  salmon  caught  in  the  month  of  April  this 
season  than  for  some  years  past.  Since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  week,  there  has  been  quite  a  fresh  in  the 
river,  and,  as  soon  as  the  water  settles  down,  there 
should  be  further  good  sport.  Trout  fishing  has 
been  rather  at  a  discount  during  the  last  week  or 
so,  but  as  soon  as  we  get  warmer  weather,  there  is 
every  prospect  of  good  evening  fishing. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  too  high  for  fly-fishing  the  greater 
part  of  the  past  week.  Bottom  fishing  has  had  to 
be  resorted  to,  where  this  mode  of  fishing  is  par- 
mitted.  On  some  days  the  water  has  been  too 
high  for  bottom  fishing,  as  heavy  rain  with  thunder 
has  occurred  several  times  in  the  past  week.  Mr. 
W.  Kirkland,  fishing  the  Darleydale  Club  water  on 
May  2,  took  one  and  a  half  brace  ;  also  Messrs.  Moore 
and  Croft  secured  one  brace  each.  I  hear  also 
that  Mr.  Lumley,  fishing  in  the  Derwent,  near 
Belper,  obtained  an  exceptional  brace  of  trout,  one 
weighing  41b.,  the  other  31b.  The  weather  is  very 
dull,  and  the  water  too  high  for  the  fly.  It  will  be 
Saturday  or  Monday  before  the  above  rivers  will  be 
in  order  for  the  fly.  Useful  flies  :  Yellow  Dun,  Hare's 
Ear,  Black  Gnat,  little  Yellow  May  Dun,  Iron  Blue, 
Yellow  Sally,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wliarfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — May  has  not  been  up  to  expecta- 
tions. Since  this  month  come  in  there  has  been 
a  continuance  of  rain  day  after  day,  therefore 
all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been  bankful ;  but  I 
was  surprised  to  find  on  Wednesday  that  the  Yore 
and  Cover  were  well  within  their  banks  after  the 
very  heavy  rainfall  we  have  had.  On  the 
higher  reaches  in  the  district  of  Hawes  meteoro- 
logical conditions  have  been  against  fly  fishing  ; 
the  thermometer  has  risen,  therefore  prospects  are 
better.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  those 
that  have  ventured  have  had  nice  sport  with  the 
Miller's  Thumb  Devon,  natural  minnow  spun  on 
the  Ariel  flight.  Sport  at  Mashara,  Tanfield,  and 
Ripon  has  been  of  a  very  meagre  character,  but 
now  the  weather  has  improved  sport  will  be  anxiously 
looked  for.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  the 
water  has  been  discoloured.  A  few  rods  have  been  out 
at  Kilnsey,  Grassington  andBurnsall,  and  some  nice 
panniers  of  fish  have  been  got  with  the  worm,  creeper, 
and  minnow.  On  the  Ilkley  lengths,  several  anglers 
have  been  seen,  and  fair  sport  has  been  met  with. 
Lower  down,  some  fair  sport  has  been  met  with  in 
the  district  of  Otley,  Pool,  Harewood  and  Colling- 
ham  Bridge.  Beyond  this  district  there  has  been 
very  little  done,  owing  to  the  high  state  of  the  river. 
On  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Nidd,  in  the  district  of 
Pateley  Bridge  and  Dacre  Banks,  owing  to  the  water 
being  rather  discoloured,  several  anglers  were 
tempted  to  turn  out,  and  some  nice  sport  has  been 
met ;  the  best  basket  that  has  come  to  my  hearing 
is  one  of  twenty-nine  fish,  weighing  close  upon 
91b.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Nidd  some  very 
nice  sport  has  been  met  with  at  Ribston  and 
Hunsingore.  The  water  being  rather  discoloured, 
the  fish  take  worm  best.  Mr.  D,  White  had 
a  nice  basket  of  trout  weighing  just  over  81b.,  con- 
taining some  very  nice  fish  weighing  just  upon  a  lb. 
The  Rye,  Derwent,  Costa,  and  Pickering  Becks  have 
all  been  running  in  very  fair  volume.  Some  nice 
sport  has  been  met  with.  The  other  day,  Mr.  J. 
Pickersgill  had  very  fair  sport  amongst  the  trout, 
his  btisket  weighing  close  upon  81b.  At  the  time  of 
writing,  these  streams  are  running  very  full  and 
discoloured,  but  soon  run  down,  and  will  be  in 
splendid  order  for  fly  fishing.  The  weather  is  more 
genial  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  with  a  continuance 
good  sport  is  certain  to  follow  with  Miller's  Thumb 
Devon,  Natural  Minnow,  Stone  Creeper,  and  fly. 
The  following  flies  will  be  found  to  ba  useful : 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Dark  Watchet,  Orange  and 
Yellow  Partridges)  the  same  dressed  with  tinsel). 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  and  Checkwing  Djn  — 
John  E.  ]Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  D  'potf  19,  Xc.v 
Station  street,  Leeds. 
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SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Alierfeldy   (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel).— Mr. 

I.indsaj%  finhing  the  Tay  from  the  Breadalbane 
Arms,  caiiglit  one  sahnon,  171b. — Alex.  Nicol. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Mr.  David  Little,  of 
Canonbie,  has  had  another  salmon,  a  new  run  one, 
in  the  double  water  which  commences  at  the 
Willow  pool  and  tides  off  to  the  Cauldron  pool, 
probably  the  best  fishing  stream  in  that  roaring 
cataract,  which  the  present  writer  knows.  Mr. 
Bell,  Longtown,  had  a  basket  of  good  trout  in  the 
Liddle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bagshaw  and  Mr.  Keen  had 
a  basketful. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— This 
river  has  yielded  excellent  sport  this  season,  better 
in  fact  than  for  many  years  back.  This  may  be 
owing  to  the  postponement  of  the  net  fishing  at  the 
estuary,  which  this  season  did  not  commence  until 
AprU  1.  Since  then  the  following  may  be  given  in 
a  condensed  form.  The  anglers  from  the  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel  are  Messrs.  G.  Duplessis,  Lymington, 
Hants,  E.  G.  Morant,  Pulteney,  Powell,  and 
Wilkinson.  During  the  month  of  April,  Messrs. 
Duplessis  and  Morant  landed  twenty-six  salmon  on 
Invercharron  water  and  ten  on  Gledfield  water — 
thirty-six  fish  in  all,  ranging  from  81b.  to  121b.  On 
May  1,  Mr.  Pulteney  had  one  of  91b.  on  Invercharron 
water ;  and  on  May  2,  Mr.  Powell  had  one  of  G^lb. 
on  Gledfield  water.  Sport  was  also  got  on  other 
beats,  but  reliable  details  are  not  to  hand.  On 
May  4  and  5  angling  was  impossible  owing  to  an 
abnormal  spate.  The  river  has  not  been  so  high 
sinc^  1892,  when  the  viaduct  at  Bonar  Bridge  was 
swept  away.  The  path  made  for  anglers  on  the 
Invercharron  bank  was  on  Tuesday  submerged  to 
the  depth  of  sixteen  inches. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  weather  during  the 
past  week  was  very  unsettled.  At  present  the  sea 
is  rather  rough  at  the  entrance  for  fish  entering  ;  the 
bag  nets  have  again  got  put  out  of  position  by  the  I 
huge  waves.  On  the  Rothiemay  Castle  section  of 
the  river,  on  April  24,  one  rod  had  forty-four  trout, 
weighing  21ilb.  ;  on  April  27,  thirty-two  trout, 
weighing  1 61b.  ;  on  April  29,  thirty  trout,  weighing 
13 Jib.  on  April  30,  eighty-four  trout,  weighing 
351b.  ;  and  on  May-day  two  rods  had  eighty-nine 
trout,  weighing  431b.  On  the  Netherdale  and  several 
other  waters  in  the  middle  sections  good  baskets 
have  also  been  caught.  There  was  a  slight  improve- 
ment in  the  net  fishings  in  end  of  last  week,  and 
fair  hauls  of  salmon  were  also  got  from  the  nets  on 
the  coast  up  to  Saturday.  Since  then  the  fisher- 
men have  not  been  at  sea.  Although  grilse  appeared 
in  the  opening  of  May  last  year  none  as  yet  have 
been  met  with  this  season  in  the  Deveron  district. 
A  box  of  salmon  is  sent  almost  daily  to  the  markets. 
The  fish  are  of  splendid  quality,  averaging  101b., 
and  sea  trout  21b.  Sir  Richard  and  Lady  Nichol- 
son have  left  Eden  House  for  London. — H.  W. 

 On  Mr.  Porter's  fishing  at  Mamoch 

Lodge,  Mr.  Jas.  Fraser  grassed  a  salmon  weighing 
9 Jib.,  and  on  the  Corniehaugh  section,  Mr.  Latham 
and  party  in  four  days  creeled  102  trout  weighing 
68 Jib.  Fishing  the  same  beat,  Mr.  Nelson  killed 
a  salmon  of  81b.,  and  thirty-two  trout,  171b.,  in  two 
days'  fishing.  The  river  has  been  in  flood  for  two 
days,  and  a  fresh  run  of  salmon  may  now  be  looked 
for. — Reteop. 

Locli  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  been  very  cold  and  foggy,  with  north 
and  north-east  winds,  and  sport  has  been  poor. 
Eight  members  of  the  Bridge  of  Allan  Club  captured 
nineteen  trout,  251b.  lOoz.  :  first,  Mr.  James  Dun- 
lop,  five  trout,  71b.  3oz.  ;  second,  Mr.  R.  T.  Annan, 
five  trout,  61b.  3oz. ;  heaviest  trout.  Colonel  Alex- 
ander, 21b.  4oz.  The  Edinburgh  St.  Andrew  Club, 
with  eight  rods,  secured  thirteen  trout,  151b.  4oz.  ; 
heaviest  creel,  three  trout,  31b.  12oz.  Fourteen  rods 
in  the  Perthshire  Club  had  fifteen  trout,  191b.  15jz. 
The  first  and  second  prizes  were  tied  for  between 
Mr.  Brady  and  Dr.  Paton  with  41b.  Joz.  Heaviest 
trout,  21b.  5Joz.  Few  private  parties  have  been 
out.  The  most  succesaful  were  Mr.  Walker  and 
friend,  Edinburgh,  eight  trout,  101b ;  Mr.  Annan, 
six  trout,  71b,  8oz. ;  Mr.  H.  E.  Harvey,  Kent,  seven 
trout,  91b.  8oz.,  and  four  trout,  Gib.  4oz.  All  the 
fish  captured  are  being  got  with  fly.  Fish  have 
been  rising  freely  whenever  the  weather  was  mild, 
and  with  a  higher  temperature  good  sport  should 
be  got.  The  weather  is  greatly  improved  to-day 
(Tuesday). — Robebt  Laing. 

Iiocli  IT«ss  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  April  28,  Mr,  Tilston's 
boatmen  caught  one  salmon,  weighing  lOJlb. ;  on 
April  29,  one.  131b. ;  and  on  April  30,  one,  12 Jib. — 

S.  TiLSTON. 

Iioch  Tay  (Eillin  Hotel).— On  April  24,  Mr. 
Scott,  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  April  30,  Mr.  Judge,  one, 
161b.;  May  2,  one  12lb.— Knight. 

North  of  Scotland. — On  the  King's  waters,  at 
Balmoral,  several  fine  flsh  are  being  got  daily  by 
sportsmen  and  keepers.    On  the  Ballater  section 


I  very  good  sport  is  being  got,  some  twenty  fish 
being  cresled  daily  by  the  four  rods  now  sharing 
the  water.    On  the  Upper  Invercauld  section,  on 
Monday,  Major  Henderson  creeled  a  fine  fish  of 
131b.,  while  Sir  H.  Merredyth  had  one  of  81b.  on 
Tuesday.     On  the  Lower,  Captain  Spencer  Clay 
had  one  of  81b.  on  Monday,  and  one  of  91b.  on 
Tuesday.    On  the  Glentana  beats,  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Coates,  Mr.  and  Mrs.    Laming,  and   other.a,  are 
having  three  or  four  fish  daily  of  average  weights. 
On  the  Aboyne  section,  Mr.  Bush  creeled  five  fish 
since  Wednesday  of  7  Jib.,  81b..  8  Jib.,  91b.,  and  15lb.  ; 
Mr.  Oldfield  one  of  81b. ;  Mr.  Wilkinson  one  of  8Ib. ; 
Mr.  Beck  two,  of  61b.  and  8lb. ;  Mr.  Craik  two  of  61b. 
and  91b. ;  Mr.  Prince  two  of  81b.  and  91b.,  while  Mrs. 
Blandy  Jenkins  had  one  of  151b.    On  the  Forest 
waters.  Miss  Crookos  had  three  fish  on  Friday  last 
to  her  own  rod  of  7Jlb.,  141b.,  and  211b.,  while 
Captain  Tellard  had  two  of  71b.  and  81b.  on  the 
Fashnadarach  section.    On  the  Dess,  Carlogie  and 
Kincardine  beats,  sport  has  been  slack  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of    the    river,    but  on  Ballogie 
Water  Mr.  A.  Brocklehurst  creeled  two  of  71b. 
and  81b.  on  Thursday,  and  three  from   71b.  to 
101b.  on  'Friday.    On  the  same  water  Lady  Mabel 
Smith  had  one  of  81b.,  Hon.  JMrs.  Fitzwilliam  one 
of  7Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Eric  Fitzwilliam  eight  fish  on 
Friday  and   Saturday    (May   1   and  2)   on  the 
Commonty  water,  ranging  from  6Jlb.  to  131b.  On 
the  Woodend  and  Cairnton  water  good  sport  is 
being  got,  daily  record  catches  having  been  made 
on  these  waters  this  season,  the  number  reaching 
200  fish,  if  not  more,  on  the  latter  section,  which 
is  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Penrhyn's  guests.  On 
the  Inchmarlo  and  Blackball  waters,  as  also  on 
the   Durris  water,   fairly  good   sport  continues 
to    be    got,    especially    on    the    latter  section. 
On  the  Drum  water  Mr.  Peter  Milne,  Aberdeen, 
had  a  nice  fish  on  Monday   (May  4)  of  6Jlb. 
On  the  Culter,  Tillchuries  and  Kingcaussel  waters 
sport  has  been  good  whenever  the  fitful  weather  has 
permitted  a  decent  cast  being   got,  while  some 
splendid  baskets  of  finnock  have  also  been  got  by 
Dr.  Stewart's  guests  on  the  Deeside  Hydropathic 
waters.    The  smolt  season  is  now  on,  and  angling 
has  been  suspended  in  the  tidals,  but  a  good  few 
sea-trout  and   finnock   continue    to   be  got  on 
the  reaches    above.     On   the  Cults   water  last 
week,    Mr.   Davidson,   West    Cults,   had  eleven 
one    day,    averaging    Jib.    each    on  Inchgarth 
section.    Don. — On  the  Don,  kelts  are  too  much  in 
evidence  for  good  angling  on  the  lower  waters,  but 
excellent  baskets  of  trout  (brown)  have  been  got 
on  suitable  days  on  the  Pilmedden,  Furley,  Kintore 
and  Inverurie  waters,  the  average  basket  as  yet  not 
being  about  81b.    A  good  supply  of  salmon  and  a 
few  grilse  are  on  the  coast.  Only  wormers  are  doing 
much  on  the  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  such  streams. — G.  M. 
Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Anglers  from  Sutherland 
I  Arms  Hotel  have  had  the  following  sport  since  last 
reported  : — On  April  20,  Miss  Evans  caught  a  salmon 
of  181b.    On  April  21,  Mr.  Johnson,  a  17-pounder. 
On  April  22,  Mrs.  Jackson  landed  a  fine  fish  weighing 
211b.;  Mr.  Johnson,  one,  81b.    On  April  23,  Mr. 
Evans  caught  a  12-pounder,  and  Mr.  Johnson  one  of 
181b.     On  April  25,  Miss  Evans,  one,  171b,;  Mr. 
Johnson,  two,  121b.  and  91b.     On  April  27,  Mr. 
Evans,  two,  131b.  and  121b.  On  April  28,  Mr,  Evans, 
one,  131b. ;  Mr.  Johnson,  one,  101b.    On  April  29, 
Mr.  Evans,  one,  121b. ;  Mr.  Johnson,  one,  91b.  On 
April  30,  Miss  Lloyd,  one,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Evans,  one, 
lOlb.  ;  Mr.  Johnson,  one,  121b.    On  May  1,  Sir  John 
Shelley,  Bart.,  of  Michel  Grove,  Sussex,  landed  one 
salmon  of  1  lib.    On  May  2,  Sir  John  Ferguson 
Davie.  Bart.,  of  Creedy,  Devonshire,  had  one  of 
11  Jib.    Weather  stormy  and  river  in  flood.    At  the 
beginning  of  this  week  rain  fell  in  torrents. — B. 

South-West  of  Scotland.— There  was  a  good  fall 
of  rain  locally  on  Friday  morning,  but  the  rivers 
only  showed  a  rise  of  two  or  three  inches  on  Satur- 
day morning.  More  rain  fell  on  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day, but  the  rivers  remained  fishable  with  the  fly. 
A  few  rods  were  out  on  the  Annan  on  Monday,  but 
the  east  wind  kept  trout  off  the  rise.  The  best 
basket  was  half  a-dozen  yellow  trout.  Anglers 
report  that  there  are  still  a  number  of  salmon  kelts 
in  the  pools  of  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Annan 
and  other  district  rivers,  and  several  have  been 
hooked.  On  Tuesday  night  rain  fell  again 
over  Dumfriesshire,  and  the  various  waters 
were  placed  in  flood  on  Wednesday.  At 
the  time  of  writing,  the  rainfall  continues,  and 
there  is  every  probability  that  there  will  be  a 
heavier  spate  on  Thursday  morning.  In  that  case 
the  waters  will  not  be  fishable  before  Friday  or 
Saturday.  Sea  trout  are  making  a  better  show  in 
the  firth  nets  near  Annan,  so  that  it  is  probable  a 
few  will  be  ascending  the  rivers  now.  One  was 
taken  (a  small  one)  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
Annan  with  fly,  but  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any 
sport  among  sea  trout  until  a  month  after  this  date. 
The  Dumfries  Nith  is  about  the  best  sea  trout  stream 
in  the  firth,  but  they  do  not  rise  so  freely  to  the  fly. 


Small  catches  of  yellow  trout  have  been  taken  in 
the  middle  reaches  near  Closeburn.  The  Cairn  and 
Cluden  were  very  low  and  clear  on  Saturday,  when 
the  Dumfries  and  Max wel town  Angling  Association 
held  its  first  competition  of  the  season.  Anglers 
had  the  choice  of  fishing  both  the  Nith  and 
Cairn.  The  competition  began  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  Mr.  A.  Irving  won  the  first  prize, 
and  Messrs.  J.  Johnstone,  T.  Kinny,  and  J.  Dick 
came  next  in  the  prize  list.  Mr.  J.  Gordon  took  the 
first  prize  for  the  heaviest  trout,  weight  13Joz. 
Little  has  been  done  in  the  Galloway  rivers  this 
week,  but  the  rainfall  is  expected  to  improve 
the  sport.  A  number  of  rods  have  had  fair 
sport  oh  Lochiner  of  '  Galloway  with  the  fly, 
while  some  fair  sized  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
Carsphairn  district.  On  Loch  Doon  of  Ayrshire  a 
few  rods  have  been  out.  On  Monday  (May  4) 
Messrs.  McLeod  and  Hannay  caught  thirteen  yellow 
trout  while  fishing  from  the  Eglinton  Hotel  boat. 
A  turn  of  warm  weather  would  be  certain  to  im- 
prove angling  in  this  loch,  where  fairly  good  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  are  taken  on  favourable  days.  The 
sport  is  rather  poor  on  the  rivers  of  Ayrshire  this 
week.  The  spring  salmon  fishing  in  the  Border 
rivers  is  now  considered  at  an  end  for  the  season. 
It  proved  a  very  poor  one,  on  account  chiefly  of 
repeated  floods  all  through  March  and  April. — 
Heathebbell.  3 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Of  late  sport  has  been 
poor,  but  last  week  showed  an  improvement.  The 
upper  reaches  seem  to  have  yielded  better  results 
than  some  of  the  middle  reaches  about  Alberlour. 
From  |the  Wester  Elchies  water  on  Monday.  Mr. 
Duncan,  fisherman,  landed  a  salmon  of  6Jlb.  ;  on 
Tuesday  a  beauty  of  201b,  on  Thursday  one  of  7  Jib., 
and  on  Friday  one  of  7  Jib.  Fishing  on  the  same 
water,  Mr.  Middlemas,  fisherman,  killed  one  of  111b. 
on  Monday  ;  one  of  181b.  on  Thursday  ;  and  one  of 
10 Jib.  on  Friday.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water 
on  Monday,  Mr.  Kilchingman,  Anwoth  Villa, 
killed  a  salmon  of  81b.  ;  on  Wednesday  one  of  6Jlb. 
and  on  Friday  one  of  7ib. — J.  M. 

Tay, — During  the  latter  pa  t  of  last  week  the  Tay 
was  in  fair  order,  but  with  the  recent  rains  it  has  been 
running  somewhat  muddy  during  the  last  few  days, 
and  the  small  flood  appears  to  have  shifted  most  of 
the  salmon  out  of  the  pools  in  the  mid  reaches  as 
the  takes  in  these  parts  have  been  rather  small. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Peasith  fishing  Dunkeld  water  during 
the  last  five  days  in  April,  landed  eight  salmon  of 
201b.,  201b.,  26lb.,  201b.,  191b.,  181b.,  181b.,  and 
17  Jib.  Mr.  A.  M.  Prain,  Longforgan,  fishing  the 
same  water  on  May  2,  landed  three  fish  of  211b., 
201b.,  and  171b.  Fishing  Lowar  Stanley  water 
on  April  30,  Mr.  Norman  Menzies,  killed  one 
salmon  of  201b. ;  Mr.  C.  G.  Ogilvie,  fishing  Kercock 
water  on  April  29,  killed  one  fish  of  16|lb.  The 
boatmen,  fishing  Upper  Battleby  water  on  April  30. 
had  one  fish  of  15 Jib.  and  another  of  161b.  on 
May  2.  Captain  J.  H.  Baldwin,  fishing  GrandtuUy 
Castle  water,  on  May  5,  landed  a  salmon  of  331b. — 
A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandou  River  (co.  Cork). — River  was  in  a  very 
flooded  state  on  Sunday,  but  is  now  in  nice  fishing 
order.  On  the  upper  waters  Dr.  Smith  had  two 
salmon,  171b.  and  21Jlb. ;  D.  Sherten  one,  111b.; 
Dr.  M.  Mackenzie,  two,  10  lb.  J.  Pike,  foiu-;  J. 
Hayes,  two  ;  D.  Wren,  three  ;  E.  Gilmore,  two ;  and 
R.  Shorten,  two.  On  the  lower  waters  F.  G.  Sten- 
ning  one,  121b.,  and  J.  A.  Allman,  one,  101b.  A 
great  number  of  salmon  have  passed  over  the  river 
during  the  past  eight  days. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Rain  has  fallen  over 
the  watershed  of  this  river  and  its  tributaries  for 
the  past  three  days,  and  these  streams  have  been 
kept  in  flood.  The  few  trout  caught  on  the  Moyola, 
Ballinderry,  and  Manie  were  on  the  worm,  as  the 
fly  could  not  be  used.  The  Bann  continued  to  fall 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  week,  but  the  late  flood 
raised  it  a  few  inches.  This  did  not  interfere  with 
angling,  as  the  shallows  at  Portglenone,  Kilrea,  and 
Mooanagher  remained  in  order.  There  is  a  large 
rise  of  Sedge  flies,  and  trout  are  taking  them  freely 
in  all  the  sections.  The  run  of  spring  salmon  con- 
tinues to  come  in  from  the  sea,  and  a  few  are  on  all 
the  casts  from  Coleraine  to  Toome. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Very  heavy  rain  fell  on 
May  4,  and  all  the  larger  rivers  are  so  heavUy 
flooded  that  they  will  not  fish  sooner  theux  the 
end  of  the  week.  Over  a  dozen  rods  were  out  on 
the  Clody  last  Saturday  and  baskets  of  from  a 
dozen  to  a  couple  of  dozen  small  trout  made.  The 
same  day  on  Woodburn  Dam,  Mr.  J.  D.  Kirk  killed 
a  very  handsome  31b.  rainbow  trout,  and  the  follow- 
ing Tuesday  Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead  had  four  brown 
trout ;  Mr.  James  Murray  and  Sergeant  A.  Fogarty, 
three  each,  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor  on  the  Clogh  killed 
twenty-five  trout,  all  on  the  fly.  Poaching  which 
has  been  for  some  time  in  abeyance  on  the  small 
streams  in  this  locality  has  again  broken  out,  The 
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Crossgar  will  not  be  in  order  till  Saturday,  it  is  so 
thick  and  heavy.  The  pollution  of  the  Sixmile 
water  and  other  rivers  in  this  district  was  the 
subject  of  question  in  the  House  of  Commons  last 
week. — J.  A,  B. 

Bnndrowes  Biver  (co.  Doneg'al). — The  Bund- 
rowes  continues  in  nice  fishing  order,  and  T.  Gilroy 
(keeper)  landed  four  salmon  during  the  past  week, 
weighing  from  91b.  to  141b.,  and  W.  Despard  landed 
two  salmon  of  121b.  and  IHlb.  Trout  anglers  on 
the  river  had  good  sport. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Blackwater  (Co.  Cork). — River  has  been  very 
flooded  during  the  piast  week,  but  is  now  settling 
down  into  good  order.  On  Upper  Careysville  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  had  nineteen  salmon,  from  91b.  to 
211b.  On  Mocollup,  J.  O'Brien,  three,  121b.,  111b., 
and  71b.  On  Carrig  water  R.  A.  Grove  Annesley, 
two,  and  the  previous  week.  Dr.  Twig,  of  Bristol, 
had  two,  81b.  and  141b.,  on  the  Ballynaroon  water. 
— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Erne  (Ballysliannon  and  Belleek).  —  Good 
trouting  was  obtained  on  the  Erne  during  the  past 
week,  and  many  trout  were  taken  by  the  anglers  on 
theViver  between  Belleek  and  Ballyshannon,  weigh- 
ing from  lib.  to  41b. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lee  Biver  (co.  Cork). — River  was  in  high  flood 
on  Sunday  last  (May  3),  but  has  now  settled  down 
into  excellent  fishing  order,  and  has  much  im- 
proved salmon  fishing  generally.  On  Ashton  water 
W.  T.  Crawshay  had  six,  51b.,  51b.,  8Jlb.,  8|lb., 
101b.,  and  101b.  ;  Miss  Violet  Rhodes  two,  71b.  and 
9 Jib.  ;  J.  W.  Rhodes  three,  6^1b.,  GJlb.,  and  71b. 
On  Lord  Bandon's  water  Colonel  Trotman  had  two, 
121b  and  181b.;  on"Roones,"M.  Lyons  two,  101b, and 
121b. ;  onNadrid,Major  Gubbins  one;  onNetherville, 
.  H.  Welch  Thornton  and  R.  Nettles  four  ;  on  Oak 
Grove,  G.  M.  levers,  three. — W.  Haynes  &  Sons. 

Lough  Cnrraue  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  calm  and  bright  for  most  of 
the  time  since  last  report,  and  sport  consequently 
has  not  shown  the  anticipated  improvement.  The 
following  are  the  details  of  the  salmon  fishing: 
April  28,  Major  Cresswell,  one,  121b. ;  April  19,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Bona,  one,  lljlb. ;  April  31,  Ned  Dennehy, 
one,  lUb. ;  May  3,  Ned  Dennehy,  two,  lOJlb.  and 
8Jlb.,  and  a  sea- trout  of  IJlb.  Brown  trout  generally 
yielded  good  sport,  especially  in  the  late  evenings, 
the  takes  varying  from  a  dozen  and  a  half  to  three 
dozen,  according  to  the  time  out.  Sea  trout  are 
arriving  in  rather  limited  numbers  so  far,  and  as 
far  as  peal  are  concerned  only  a  small  number  have 
arrived  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained.  It  is  rather 
early  yet  to  expect  those  latter  fish  to  arrive  freely. 
At  time  of  writing  the  weather  has  got  hotter,  and 
the  prospects  are  therefore  not  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.  —  Sport  on  the  lake  during  the 
past  week  was  generally  not  so  good  as  in  the 
previous  week  owing  to  the  prevailing  N.E.  winds, 
yet  some  good  sport  was  obtained.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Walker  landed  two  salmon  of  91b.  and  lOlb. 
on  May  2  and  Major  Hamilton  landed  one 
salmon  of  101b;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Archdale,  landed  one 
salmon,  and  a  number  of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout, 
also  a  large  (Salmo  ferox)  trout,  weights  not  to 
hand  at  time  of  writing ;  Mr.  G.  Kelly  landed  two 
salmon  during  the  past  week  of  91b.  and  81b. 
and  Mr.  J.  M.,  one  salmon  of  Ulb.,  and  a  trout 
(Salmo  ferox)  of  6|lb.,  on  May  1.  Trout  did  not  rise 
well  to  the  fly  during  the  past  week,  but  from  time 
to  time  some  nice  catches  of  gillarooes  and  brown 
trout  were  taken.  Amongst  the  anglers  out  were 
Mr.  Lees,  Dr.  Blayney,  and  friends,  Major  Hamilton, 
Dr.  Whiteford,  Mr.  J.  Paterson,  Mr.  A.  H.  Woods, 
and  others.  Captain  Van  Koughnet,  R.N.,  and  Lady 
J ane  Van  Koughnet,  had  some  nice  catches  of  gilla- 
rooes and  brown  trout  also. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
To-day  (April  6)  the  river  is  high  after  the  heavy 
rain.  The  prospects  are  greatly  improved  by  the 
opportune  rise  of  water.  Since  last  notes  Captain 
Carter  made  several  baskets  of  from  a  dozen  to 
eighteen  trout  up  to  231b.  Dr.  Wigan  has  also  been 
successful.  Fair  fishing  was  had  on  the  tributaries 
last  week. — J.  A.  B. 

KCoy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  not  in  favour  of  the  angler. 
Capt.  Ratcliff,  two  salmon,  141b.,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Bailey, 
three  salmon,  91b.,  121b.,  151b;  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson, 
one  salmon,  111b. ;  Mr.  H.  Pink,  two  salmon,  111b., 
1 51b.  Trout  on  some  days  take  the  fly  well.  Several 
jack  have  been  taken,  largest  191b. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  order  during  the 
past  week.  The  winds  were  north  and  north  east, 
with  slight  showers.  On  the  upper  waters  Mr.  W. 
C.  Wilson  had  a  very  nice  fish,  on  May  4,  of  121b., 
and  one  on  May  1  of  lOJlb.,  and  after  playing  him 
a  long  time  he  got  off.  The  lake  fished  fair  during 
the  week,  but  sport  would  be  better  if  the  weather 
settled.  Trout  fishing  is  fairly  good.  Col.  Buckle 
lost  a  fine  salmon  on  Saturday. — John  Deveks. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Delight- 
ful May  weather,  and  water  in  perfect  condition. 
Sport  certain  to  improve  now.    April  30,  Captain 


Hill  one  salmon,  321b.,  on  Mr.  Winter's  water. 
May  1,  Mr.  Sperling  one,  321b.,  on  Mr.  Henry's 
Fothenry  water.  The  Stone  Fly  is  up  on  the 
streams  and  rapids.  Some  nice  dishes  of  trout 
have  been  taken  on  my  water. — S.  .J.  Hurleys 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  The  weather  has 
now  settled  to  mild  with  occasional  showers  of 
rain  ;  the  river  is  in  good  order.  On  Doonass,  Mr. 
G.  C.  Williams  killed  four  salmon,  211b.,  221b.,  261b., 
26|lb.  On  Hermitage,  Sir  P.  C.  Walker  killed  one 
salmon,  10 Jib. ;  Mr.  W.  Piers  Jones,  one  salmon, 
241b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed 
one  salmon,  281b. ;  Mr.  J.  Enright,  one  salmon, 
241b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Major  F.  Wormald 
killed  one  salmon,  21Jlb.  ;  Rev.  R.  Wells,  one 
salmon,  32Hb.  On  Landscape,  Mr.  C.  G.  Nid  killed 
twosalmon,  201b.  and25Jlb. — John  Enrtght  &  Son. 

VTestmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MuUingar). — 
The  only  drawback  to  good  sport  on  these  lakes  at 
the  present  time  is  the  comparatively  calm  weather. 
Trout  are  continually  rising  over  all  parts  of  the 
lakes,  and  on  Saturday  last,  when  a  temporary 
breeze  sprang  up  towards  evening,  trout  rose  freely 
to  Olives  and  Clarets,  and  some  very  good  baskets 
of  fish  were  obtained.  Mr.  R.  N.  Talbot,  on  Lough 
Ennell,  landed  four  nice  trout  weighing  in  the 
aggregate  a  little  over  81b.  He  assures  me  the  lake 
is  alive  with  trout,  as  being  out  often  he  has  had 
abundant  evidence.  The  first  Green  Drake  of  the 
season  from  this  lake  was  exhibited  in  Mullingar 
on  May  3,  but  there  is  little  chance  of  flies  rising  in 
any  numbers  until  from  the  15th  to  the  20th  of  the 
present  month.  Most  of  the  fishing  resorts  have 
been  already  engaged  for  the  coming  dapping  season. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux. — T  looked  in  to  see  how  things  were 
going  at  the  Stockalper  this  week  in  a  brisk  wind, 
with  lights  and  shadows  from  flying  clouds.  As  an 
outing  it  was  enjoyable,  but  for  serious  fishing — 
well,  there  was  none  in  one  way,  and  much  more 
fishing  than  fish  in  another.  The  water  might  be 
an  inch  or  two  higher  than  last  time,  and  some 
passable  trout  were  rising  while  it  remained  clear 
at  small  duns,  but  a  tributary  ditch  half-way  along 
the  beat  brought  in  clouds  of  mud  from  the  hinter- 
land, which  put  down  the  fish.  More  signs  of  spring 
were  about — martins  on  the  wing,  trees  budding 
large  or  nearly  in  leaf,  but  not  much  grass 
growing.  A  silent  summer  snipe  rose  from 
the  bank  at  my  feet,  and  occasional  frogs  took 
headers  into  the  stream  ;  twice,  prematurely-born, 
posthumous  May  Flies  were  observed,  one  flying, 
the  other  struggling  for  freedom  from  cast-off 
vestments.  So  there  may  be  a  good  time  coming, 
but  it  is  not  yet  here.  The  Colonel  had  a  similar 
experience  next  day  with  better  water — March 
Browns,  Duns,  and  Red  Palmers  the  favourites. 
Th©  Vaudois  is  fairly  full  and  in  good  ply  for 
minnowing  with  an  odd  lusty  trout  rising  at  the 
edges,  and  the  Eaufroid  is  clear  except  after 
showers.  The  lake  is  low,  the  people  say  too  low 
for  the  trout  to  run  into  the  streams,  but  it  seems 
very  doubtful  that  the  brown  trout  of  these  streams 
ever  come  from  the  lake,  where  I  have  never  heard 
of  these  river  trout  being  caught.  In  the  Rhone 
there  is  some  trout  fishing  with  fly  and  minnow 
along  the  edges,  for  it  is  not  yet  filled  with  snow- 
water, but,  of  course,  in  the  recently-restored  and 
likely-looking  lower  half  of  the  Stockalper  there 
will  be  no  fishing  for  a  long  time,  the  whole  channel 
having  been  nearly  dry  for  months  and  constantly 
disturbed  by  excavating  operations. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth. — All  kinds  of  fishing  has  improved 
during  the  past  week.  The  pier  fishermen  have 
been  having  better  sport,  and  the  boat  fishermen 
also.  Pollack  have  come  in  in  good  numbers, 
and  large  quantities  are  being  taken  in  their 
usual  haunts  in  and  about  the  Sound,  some  of 
the  fish  weighing  from  51b.  to  61b.,  but  they  have 
been  much  larger  outside  ;  they  are  still  taking  the 
double  curved  spinning  sand-eel.  I  have  not  heard 
of  many  bass  yet  at  the  Rame  Head  or  Penlee,  but 
in  a  letter  I  received  from  one  of  the  light-keepera 
at  the  Eddystone  Lighthouse  he  says  there  are 
thousands  of  them  aroimd  the  rocks,  and  as  they 
are  earlier  this  year  than  they  were  last  we  might 
look  out  for  them  at  any  time  either  at  the  Rame 
Head  or  Penlee  Point.  Some  fine  takes  of  mackerel 
have  been  reported  during  the  week,  one  boat 
taking  over  900.  This  was,  of  course,  outside,  but 
a  great  many  have  been  taken  in  the  Sound. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — With  the  better  weather  fishing  has 
improved  somewhat  this  week.  On  the  West  Pier, 
codling,  dabs,  and  pollack  have  been  taken ;  silver 
eels  have  been  had  in  both  harbours,  and  a  few 
boats  have  done  fairly  well  with  codling  and  flat- 
fish. Should  the  settled  weather  continue  chances 
of  sport  will  materially  increase. — Grey  Mullett. 


Ilssociafions 

(Special  Meetings), 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society — 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  members  of 
this  society  took  place  at  the  Fetter-lane  rooms 
on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  in  the 
chair.  Reports  from  agents  at  Southend,  Rams- 
gate, and  Ballycotton,  and  an  interesting  com- 
munication from  Dr.  Targott  Adams,  were  read, 
accompanied  by  a  specimen  pollack  of  the  average 
size  caught  in  the  offing  at  Sark,  where  he  had 
been  fishing,  its  weight  (cleaned)  being  established 
at  41b.  5oz.  His  take  in  four  hours'  fishing  gave 
a  total  weight  of  341b.,  twenty-four  fish,  largest 
fish  4|lb.  Bait  used,  sand  eels.  The  lobster 
fishery  is  bad  at  present,  notwithstanding  that  the 
octopi,  which  were  very  abundant  last  year,  are 
entirely  absent  this  year.  Over-fishing  is  no 
doubt  the  cause  of  the  scarcity,  especially  as  the 
mature  crustaceans  are  but  slightly  migratory^ 
He  confirmed  a  prior  statement  that  the  sand-eel 
eat  its  kind,  having  observed  a  large  one  eating  a 
small  one.  Mr.  Tucker  produced  some  more 
immature  flat  fish  sold  in  the  street,  purchased  at 
Billingsgate,  the  smallest  one  weighing  under  Joz. 
A  new  make  of  line,  the  invention  of  Mr.  T.  B. 
Bates,  elicited  much  and  genuine  approval,  the 
fine  line,  of  very  great  strength  and  suppleness, 
was  so  light  that  1,250  yards  only  weighed  lib.  He 
had  arranged  with  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.  for  its  sale. 
With  ordinary  care  it  will  last  two  seasons,  and  reels 
up  very  close.  Discussion  followed  upon  various 
material  for  lines  and  members'  experience  of  them. 
Silk  was  apparently  most  approved,  the  whole 
history  of  its  application  to  fishing  lines  being 
supplied  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  and  Mr.  Bates, 
who  agreed  that  the  extraction  of  the  gum  from 
the  raw  material  was  the  cause  of  their  early 
failure  to  last.  They  related  the  attempts  made 
to  twist  and  throw  it,  all  resulting  in  failure. 
Pineapple  fibre  was  described  as  being  an  excel- 
lent material  and  of  very  long  staple,  but  the  fibres 
being  flat,  great  difficulty  had  been  experienced  in 
splitting  them  fine  enough.  Mr.  Pickup  an- 
nounced that  arrangements  had  been  made  for  a 
musical  evening  at  the  Society's  rooms  next 
Wednesday  (May  13)  at  8  p.m.,  when  the  Deal 
competition  medals  would  be  presented  to  the 
winners,  [and  he  trusted  a  bumper  meeting  of 
members  and  their  friends  would  crowd  the 
room. — Hon.  Reporter. 

"  Briny  "  Anglers'  Association— 

We  have  a  roving  sea  fishing  competition  at 
Littlehampton  on  June  7 ;  tickets.  Is.  An  early 
application  from  club  secretaries  for  tickets  will 
be  appreciated.  No  boat  fishing  allowed.  The 
weigh  in  will  take  place  at  the  Britannia  Inn. 
Agents  have  been  appointed  at  the  following 
places  :  Brighton,  Southend,  Leigh-on-Sea,  Bum- 
ham- on-Crouch,  and  Littlehampton,  where  boats 
and  refreshments  pan  be  had  by  ow  members  at 
reduced  tariff.  The  committee  offer  a  number  of 
valuable  prizes,  which  will  be  supplemented  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  entries.  On  Monday  evening 
over  601b.  of  good  fish  were  weighed  in  by  various 
members,  the  result  of  a  boat  outing  at  Southend. 
All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the 
secretary — A.  Marks,  Duke  of  Wurtemburgh, 
Hatfield-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society — 

Mr.  R.  Snare,  president  at  both  committee  and 
ordinary  meetings  on  Tuesday  last,  when  im- 
portant arrangements  were  made  as  to  fixtures 
for  the  next  few  months.  Mr.  Wertheim  (together 
with  Mr.  Canton)  reported  fishing  at  Southend, 
but  with  only  a  moderate  catch  ;  Mr.  Williams, 
however  (at  Shepperton),  recorded  a  nice  trout 
of  fair  size.  Mr.  Taylor,  indefatigable  in  finding 
out  rare  specimens,  showed  a  very  fine  double 
dark  sided  turbot,  also  a  curiously  abnormal 
sole  — •  the  usual  formation  being  inverted. 
There  was  a  very  instructive  discussion  on  sea- 
fishing,  several  members,  skilful  in  this  matter 
(notably  Mr.  Fosbrooke),  giving  their  experiences, 
more  especially  regarding  merits  respectively  of 
rods  and  handlines.  Members  were  notified  that 
there  wUl  be  a  supper — of  the  usual  C.L.P.S. 
kind — on  June  30  next.  Those  requiring  tickets 
are  invited  to  apply  to  the  lion,  secretarj',  and 
are  also  particularly  requested  to  note  that 
on  Tuesday  (May  1 12),  there  will  be  an 
informal  social  musical  evening ;  the  kind 
co-operation  of  members  generally  is  requested, 
Mr.  Taylor,  so  successful  hitherto,  is  making  all 
necessary  arrangements.  The  usual  C.L.P.S. 
toast  having  been  duly  honoured,  the  meeting 
closed  with  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
esteemed  chairman. — Hon.  Sec. 
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Gbesh^m  Anguno  Society — 

Mr.  C.  J.  Hay  ward  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
usual  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday,  May  5  A 
considerable  amount  of  business  was  disposed  of 
and  important   matters  discussed.     Three  new 
members  were  elected.     Several  members  have 
been  successful  among  the  trout  at  Chesham, 
among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Mr.  -H  S 
Saunders,  who  took  a  brace  of  trout  on  Satur- 
day   weighing   41b.     He   liooked    and  played 
for  some  time  a  fish  wliich  he  estimated  to 
be  at  least  3Jlb.  in  weight,  but  ultimately  he 
was  left  lamenting.    On  the  same  evening,  Mr 
Brooks  got  broken  up  by  a  similar  fish.  Mr 
Borthwick  had  trout  from  the  Lea  up  to  Iflb. 
Mr.  Gill  gave  a  very  interesting  report  of  a  day  on 
the  sea  near  Westford,  where  he  saw  a  verv  laree 
trout  {121b.   to    151b.),  which  had  its  mouth 
decorated  witli  a  fairly  large  spoonbait— the 
result  of  an  encounter  with  some  angler  who 
failed  to  capture  him.    Mr.  Gill  is  of  opinion  that 
the  fish  is  only  waiting  to  be  caught.  Other 
members  narrated  their  experiences,  but  no  bie 
baskets  have  yet   been  made.     Members  are 
requested  to  note  that  a  discussion  on  clothing  for 
anglers  will  take  place  next  Tuesday,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  good  number  will  attend,  and  thus 
make  the  evenmg  an  interesting  one  — F  E 
Eldbed,  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society  

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  occupied  the  chair  at  our 
meetmg  on  May  6,  at  which  a  great  deal  of 
busmess  affecting  the  forthcoming  season  was 
transacted.    A  very  handsome  challenge  cup  has 
bfeen  presented  to  the  society  by  some  of  the 
members  for  competition,  under  conditions  which 
can  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  secretary 
The  society  s  annual  billiard  handicap  has  been 
brought  to  a  close  :  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  was  the 
winner,  and  Mr.  J.  Parsons  the  runner-up.  Our 
Kennet  fishery  has  been  quite  out  of  condition 
and  amongst  members  who  have  been  after  the 
trout,  although  several  have  taken  small  ones  the 
only  one  to  get  a  decent  fish  has  been  Mr  F 
Berry  who  took  a  IJlb.  trout  from  the  club  water! 

 Or.  \V. 

PiscATOEiAL  Society —  ^ 

Mr  C.  H.  Bywaters  was  chairman  on  Monday. 
Dr.  Head  has  been  chosen  to  represent  the 
society  at  the  Loch  Leven  Competition.  The  new 
water  on  the  Lambourn  acquired  by  the  society 
is  now  available  to  members  holding  the  usual 
r^™i  u  Lambourn,  and  Kennet  had 

fashed  badly  during  the  week.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sherin<^- 
ham,  however,  killed  a  trout  of  21b.  12oz.  at 
Uxbridge.  Captain  A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch  had 
several  brace  of  trout  from  the  Itchen.— Hon.  Sec 
St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  Society— 

The  above  society  held  their  annual  dinner  at 
their  clubhouse  on  April  30.  Forty  sat  down  to 
dinner,  which  was  very  nicely  served.  Mr. 
Davies,  of  the  Gresham,  took  the  chair.  Dinner 
was  over  at  9.46,  after  which  a  very  enjoyable 
ir^r'i.^^^^'^g^took  place.     The   health  of 

The  King  and  Royal  Family"  was  drunk,  and 
the  toast  of ''The  Visitors  "  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
F.  Reed,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  James,  of  the 
Oxford    Stores,    Oxford-street.     The   toast  of 

llie  Tress     was  proposed  by  Mr.  F.  Harris 
Among  the  artistes  of  the  evening  I  beg  to  mention 
Mrs.  Reed    Mr.  McCauley,  Mr.  Grice,  Mr.  A 
^^arsop,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  W.  Warsop. 
True  Caledonian  Angling  Society— 

The  annual  general  meeting  and  distribution  of 
prizes  was  held  on  April  30,  Mr.  Maish,  president 
m  the  chair.  The  treasurer  reported  a  good 
balance  in  hand.  The  winners  of  annual  prizes 
were  Messrs.  Maish,  Mason,  George,  Martin,^Box 
Lawrence,  Silverlock,  and  Javens!  An  exception- 
ally large  number  of  specimen  fish  have  been 
weighed  m  during  the  season,  among  which  were 
grayling,  pike,  roach,  perch,  dace,  carp,  and  chub. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  hon.  sec.  for  his 
services  closed  the  proceedings.-W.  T.  Lawrence 
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Park  lake  at  an  early  date,  and  I  have  received 
a  letter  confirmmg  the  offer  made  by  the  County 
Council  last  year.  The  fish  netted  are  to  be  turned 
mto  the  river  Thames.  Notice  will  be  given  in  the 
Press  when  the  netting  will  take  place.'' 


The  Spring-time  her  crown  of  verdure  weaves. 
And  all  the  trees  on  all  the  hills  open  their  thousand 
leaves.  -Mrs.  C.  F.  Alexander. 

Mr.  R  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  writes:  "R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.— Deab 
M?;,1  ^''^1°''^  ';°'i*^^i"ed  in  a  contemporary,  of 
May  3,  is  calculated  to  do  the  Anglers'  Association 
a  grave  mjustice,  and  I  should  bo  glad  if  you  will 

throui''''tir  .°PP°^-t"nity  to  rectify  matters 
thiough  the  medium  of  your  paper.  The 
Anglers  Association  are  going  to  net  the  Battersea 


As  will  be  seen  in  another  column  the  B  S  A  S 
will  hold  a  grand  smoking  concert  on  Wednesday' 
evening  next.  May  13,  at  their  headquarters 
4,  fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.  Mr  J  W 
/aehnsdorf  has  consented  to  preside,  and  it  wi'u  be 
his  pleasing  duty  to  present  the  medals  to  the 
winners  in  the  last  Deal  Competition.  That  there 
will  be  a  "full  house"  goes  without  saying,  and  I 
hope  to  be  present  when  gold  medallist  Roberts 
receives  the  prize  he  so  well  deserves 


In  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preser- 
v-ation  Society,  a  grand  concert  and  Lantern  Lecture 
(by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade),  entitled  "An  Angler's 
Rambles  m  Kent,"  will  be  held  at  the  Fulham 
Town  Hall  Walham  Green,  on  Monday  evening, 
w  T.,   •  Brompton,  Putney,  West  London  and 

Wamam  Green  societies  are  working  hard  to  make 
the  concert  a  success,  a  consummation  devoutly  to 
be  wished. 


The  St.  Johns  Wood  Piscatorial  Society  hold 
their  annual  concert  and  distribution  on  May  25  at 
Ye  Knights  of  St.  John,  Queen's-terrace,  St.  John's 
Wood,  when  the  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr  F 
Hams  at  2  p.m.  sharp.  Secretary  LiUeyasks'me 
to  be  present,  and  I  have  said,  "  I  will,  if  pos." 

I  AM  sorry  I  was  unable  to  attend  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.  However 
I  hear  from  Mr.  J,  Durell  that  it  was  a  grand 
success.  The  secretary  (Mr.  Sargent)  having  re- 
signed, the  members  presented  him  with  a  splendid 
roach-pole  in  recognition  of  his  past  services.  The 
menu  was  an  exceptionally  good  one,  and  the  artists 
who  assisted  in  the  harmony  were  vociferously 
applauded.  •' 


An  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  most  success- 
ful dinner  yet  held  of  the  Ipswich  Piscatorial 
Ramblers  is  to  hand.  Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate,  the  hon 
sec  IS  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  progress  made! 
and  a  fuller  account  will  appear  next  week. 

The  members  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society 
were  in  fine  form  at  Southend  on  Saturday  last 
(May  2),  and  under  the  able  direction  of  Sid 
Cotgrove  (the  popular  Leigh-on-Sea  boatman) 
acquitted  themselves  very  creditably.  A  large  and 
miscellaneous  catch  (including,  according  to  their 
hon -sec,  ships'  anchors  and  Nore  Light  candle- 
sticks) resulted  in  a  win  for  Jlr.  A.  C  Cannell 
(their  genial  president),  with  Mr.  W.  j  Povev 
second,  and  Mr.  J.  Paton  third.  An  admirable 
dinner  with  Host  Homewood,  of  The  Ship  at 
Leigh,  concluded  the  day's  performance. 


On  Sunday  mommglast,  says  the  Cork  Examiner, 
a  party  of  gentlemen  left  Cork  by  an  early  train  fo^ 
a  day  s  angling  on  a  river  in  the  west  of  the  county. 
Starting  at  a  bridge,  which  shall  be  nameless,  the 
ang  ers  divided  mto  two  lots  and  took  opposite 
banks  of  the  stream.  They  fished  for  several  hours, 
and  when  lunch-time  arrived  the  horrible  discovery 
was  made  that  the  commissariat  was  off-side-- 
that  the  men  who  had  the  eatables  and  hquid 
refreshments  were  cut  off  by  the  breadth  of  the 
river  from  the  anglers  on  the  near  bank.  The  next 
bridge  was  some  miles  down  stream.  When  it  is 
mentioned  that  the  day  was  showery,  and  that  half 
the  party  were  cold  wet,  and  hungry,  one  will  be 
able  to  realise  the  thorough  enjoyment  which  the 
gentle  art  affords.  A  shouted  conversation  was 
carried  on  across  the  river,  and  one  rain-soaked 
angler  asked  to  have  the  bottle  containing  the 
liquid  part  of  the  luncheon  thrown  across 


But  this  suggestion  was  scouted,  as  the  majority 
i'!uP^u  calculated  that  the  force  necessary  to 
send  the  bottle  from  bank  to  bank  would  ensure  its 
being  sniashed  into  atoms.  So  a  council  of  war  was 
held.'and  it  is  here  that  the  resourcefulness  of  the 
angler  stands  out-a  shining  light  on  a  wet  day. 
One  of  the  party  espied  a  solitary  duck,  and  stealing 
°2  the  inoffensive  member  of  the  family  Anatidse. 
effected  its  capture  with  a  landing-net.  He  had 
saved  the  situation.  The  bottle  was  fastened  to  the 
duck  s  back,  and  the  latter  was  sent  on  its  journey 
across  stream,  directed  in  its  course  by  carefully 
aimed  stones,  which  were  thrown,  not  from  motives 
hLlT  -f^'i  merely  to  guide  the  long-beaked 
bird  on  its  lonely  way.  In  the  interests  of  truth  it 
is  necessary  to  add  that  neither  the  duck  nor  the 
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bottle  was  hit.  There  is  nothing  further  to  be  said, 
except  perhaps,  that  sweet  are  the  uses  of  adversity 
and  that  wireless  telegraphy  does  not  mark  the 
limit  of  invention,  of  which  Necessity  is  said  to  be 
the  female  parent. 

Naturalists,  says  the  Redditch  Indicator,  will  be 
interested  in  a  curious  case  of  fish  birth  and  growth 
which  recently  came  under  the  notice  of  Mr.  C 
Guise,  Moimt  Pleasant.  A  few  days  ago  Mr.  J. 
Griffin  purchased  a  mackerel  at  a  local  fish  shop. 
,V«tt''.f  was  opened  a  very  extraordinary 

state  of  thmgs  was  disclosed.  It  was  a  female  fish 
and  under  normal  conditions  the  ovarium  should 
have  contained  the  usual  two  connected  sacs  of 
ova.  One  of  the  ova  sacs  was  there  all  right,  full 
of  eggs  Instead  of  the  other  sac,  however,  but 
comiected  with  it  by  an  mtegument  at  one  end. 
was  a  we  l-developed  young  mackerel,  some  five 
inches  in  length,  with  fins,  eyes,  and  other  parts 
well  developed  The  tail  was  imperfectly  developed, 
and  It  was  at  this  end  the  young  fish  was  connected 
with  the  ova  sac.  Underneath  the  young  fish,  near 
the  ventral  fin.  was  attached  a  small  sac  which 
appeared  to  have  contained  the  food  supply.  The 
problem  is  how  to  account  for  the  birth  of  the 
young  fish  under  such  conditions.  The  mackerel 
belongs  to  the  oviparous  order  of  animals,  not  the 
mammalia,  and  unless  it  is  a  case  of  fish  hermaphro- 
ditism It  IS  difficult  to  account  for  the  impregnation 
of  an  mternaUy  contained  ova.  Mr.  J.  E.  Bryant 
considered  it  a  very  rare  case,  probably  unique. 
1  he  specimen  has  been  forwarded  by  Mr.  Guise  to 
Dr.  ffunther.  of  Kew,  whose  explanation  is  being 
awaited  with  much  interest. 


w«  ^.'i'^ofiat'c  Billiard  Co.,"  GayviUe-road, 
Wandsworth  Common,  has  added  a  new  joy  to  life 
with  "  Social  Billiards."  This  name  has  been 
chosen  because,  unlike  billiards,  it  can  be  played  by 
two  three,  or  more  persons,  and  it  tends  to  promote 
that  good  fellowship  which  a  game  for  two  only 
does  not.  There  are  games,  such  as  pool  and 
pyramids,  which  permit  of  many  playing,  but 
such  games  exclude  losing  hazards,  which  are 
probably  the  most  interesting  strokes  on  the 
billiard  table.  "  Social  BiUiards  "  allows  all  the 
strokes  of  billiards— cannons,  losing  hazards,  and 
winning  hazards,  and  a  player  has  the  same  oppor- 
tunities as  at  billiards  to  play  himself  into  position. 

"  The  Mick  "  took  his  five-year-old  son  to  the 
doctor  s  the  other  day,  "  Stick  out  your  tongue  " 
said  the  doctor.  The  boy  did  so,  "  Take  him 
home,  said  the  medico  to  "The  Mick,"  "and  give 
w"?  draught,  and  I'll  call  in  the  morning," 

When  the  doctor  called  in  the  morning  he  found 
the  youngster  worse.  "What's  the  meaning  of 
this  ?  said  he.  "  Have  you  given  him  the  black 
draught  I  advised?"  "Well,  sorr,"  says  "The 
Mick.  to  tell  ye  the  truth,  docther,  I  couldn't 
fand  a  black  draught,  so  I  giv  the  bhoy  a  domino— 
a  double  six. 


racing  season  is  in  full  swing, 
McCall  s  Racmg  Guide  for  May  "  will  be  found  a 
very  useful  addition  to  the  libraries  of  all  sports- 
men. It  IS  just  published,  and  is,  as  usual,  replete 
with  every  information  appertaining  to  the  turf 
Ihis  useful  guide  can  be  had  direct  from  Messrs.' 
McCall.  "Turf  Register  Office,"  Hunter-street, 
Manchester  ;  Mr.  E.  Scale,  Imperial  Arcade,  Lud- 
gate  Hill,  London;  and  all  London  and  country 
newsagents.  ^ 

"  As  an  excuse  for  allowing  his  cattle  to  stray  on 
iV®,,  ^^T*^y.**  Dunswell,  says  "  Waltonian  "  in  the 
Hull  Daily  News,  a  farmer  told  the  magistrates  the 
other  day  that  fishermen  were  in  the  habit  of 
trespassing  over  his  fields,  leaving  gates  open,  and 
even  breaking  locks.  Such  is  a  serious  charge  to 
make  against  anglers,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  not 
correct.  It  is  more  likely  to  be  caused  by  the  gangs 
of  rouglis  who  prowl  about  the  fields  in  question 
tor  other  purposes  than  quiet  recreation.  Most 
clubs  have  rules  that  gates  shall  not  be  left  open  or 
fences  damaged,  and  the  privileges  granted  by  land- 
owners and  farmers  are,  in  my  opinion,  not  abused 
by  bond-fide  anglers." 

♦  ♦  •  •  , 

I  think  it  was  George  Stephenson  who  said  it 
would  be  a  bad  job  for  the  "  coo  "  if  it  should 
happen  to  stray  on  to  the  railway  track.  Of  course, 
if  cattle  are  found  straying  or  even  loitering  on 
t  ^'      ^®  ^^'■y  evident  they  must  have 

found  the  gates  open  or  jumped  over !  At  the 
very  least  anglers  who  are  granted  permission  to 
cross  meadows  and  fields  on  fishing  bent  should 
studiously  avoid  leaving  gates  open  or  otherwise 
damagmg  property.  As  "Waltonian"  observes, 
no  bond-fide  angler  would  be  guilty  of  such 
^o'l'iuct-    .  Dragnet. 
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Provioeial  flfigling  liotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morn,ingi 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  was  held  on  Thursday  (April  30)  at  the 
Council  House,  Birmingham,  when  Mr.  T.  Coles' 
water-renting  scheme  was  discussed  at  some  length  ; 
it  was  proposed  that  the  matter  be  reconsidered 
at  the  next  board  meeting.  In  your  last  week's 
issue,  a  letter,  sent  from  Kidderminster,  appeared 
upon  this  matter,  in  which  Mr.  C.  White's 
name  was  mentioned  ;  this  person  has  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  scheme  as  he  does  not  hold 
any  office  under  the  association ;  he  gave 
up  the  office  of  secretary  some  twelve  months  ago. 
The  Dudley  Club  rent  a  portion  of  the  Severn 
above  Arley,  and  the  Birmingham  Hockley  Pisca- 
torials  rent  a  portion  of  the  river  near  to  Eardington 
— this  is,  a  part  of  the  river  that  was  much 
patronised  by  the  Birmingham  clubs  last  year — and 
the  club  mentioned  wish  it  to  be  made  known  that 
clubs  who  wish  to  fish  contests  may  do  so  up  pay- 
ment of  3d.  per  member,  and  a  fee  of  lOs.  for  referee 
expenses.  Individual  anglers  may  fish  the  water 
on  payment  of  6d.  perjday  ;  tickets  may  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  Walker,  Severn  House,  Eardington,  which 
is  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  or  from  Mr.  J.  Franks, 
44,  Hockley-street,  Birmingham.  The  Gun  Angling 
Society  held  their  annual  concerts  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  last  at  the  Gun  Tavern,  Bath-street,  in  aid 
of  their  prize  fund ;  both  concerts  were  well  attended 
and  the  sum  of  £10  will  be  handed  over  to  the  prize 
fund.  The  quarterly  Birmingham  Association 
balance  sheet  has  just  come  to  hand.  This 
shows  that  six  new  societies  have  been  admitted 
this  year ;  the  number  of  members  paid  upon  is 
6,414.  After  the  payment  of  all  the  expenses  the 
sum  of  £75  6s.  8d.  is  carried  forward  to  the  credit 
of  the  association.  We  have  sixteen  clubs  with 
over  100  members,  and  the  largest  club  is  the  Gun 
club  with  250  members.  We  have  had  some  very 
wet  weather  lately,  in  some  of  the  low  lying 
districts  the  land  is  under  water ;  this  has  prevented 
our  members  from  going  out,  and  as  a  consequence 
trout  fishing  is  at  a  standstill. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  welcome  change  in  the  weather  brought 
about  a  marked  improvement  in  the  conditions 
for  trout  fishing  last  week,  and  anglers  were 
generally  getting  to  work.  The  downpour  of  rain, 
however,  which  continued  throughout  May  3  and  4, 
has  so  completely  upset  the  streams  that  sport 
may  be  regarded  as  "dead  off" — at  any  rate,  for 
the  next  few  days,  counting  from  the  time  of  writing 
(Tuesday  evening.  May  5).  The  enforced  stoppage 
is  unfortunate,  as  the  fish  were  beginning  to  show 
a  good  deal  of  activity.  Some  rods  towards  the  end 
of  last  week  captured  two  or  three  brace  by  fishing 
late  in  the  evenings,  which  was  about  the  best  time 
for  the  prosecution  of  sport,  but,  generally  speaking, 
very  little  has  yet  been  done  with  the  fly.  At 
present  the  best  trout  have  been  taken  by  fishing 
up  stream  with  the  maggot  or  worm.  The  first  of 
a  batch  of  three  hundred  trout,  which  the  Stamford 
Angling  Association  have  purchased  to  restock  the 
river  Gwash,  have  been  put  into  that  water  at 
various  points  of  the  preserved  area,  which  covers 
six  miles.  The  fish  were  a  fine  sample  ;  they  cost  in 
all  £15,  or  Is.  apiece,  and  measured  from  6in.  to 
1ft.  in  length.  The  limit  for  taking  trout  from  this 
stream  is  lOin.,  from  the  eye  to  fork  of  tail.  The 
action  of  the  committee  in  placing  trout  of  this 
description  in  the  river  is  received  with  much 
satisfaction  by  members  of  the  association,  who 
were  complaining  of  the  absence  of  their  favourite 
fish.  After  spending  so  much  money  in  restocking 
their  waters,  the  association  are  determined  to  do 
their  utmost  to  put  a  stop  to  poaching,  which  is 
known  to  exist  in  the  vicinity  of  the  villages. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  greatly  improved  in  most  parts  of  the 
River  Hull  and  Driffield  Canal  during  the  past  week, 
but  the  heavy  rains  at  times  interfered  with  the 
angler's  comfort.  Yet  they  have  done  a  lot  of  good, 
for  the  upper  waters  were  getting  rather  low  and 
clear.  A  few  nice  trout,  going  from  Jib.  to  lib. 
each,  have  been  fished  up  here  and  tiiere  in  the 
tidal  waters,  and  flounders  and  eels  are  now  well 
on  the  run  in  most  parts,  and  fish  up  to  9^z.  each 
taken  during  the  week.  On  Saturday  last  (May  2) 
a  large  concourse  of  anglers  assembled  in  the 
afternoon  at  Dunswell,  to  take  part  in  a  match  in 
aid  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamation,  and  the  day  being  fine 
sport  on  the  whole  was  very  fair,  but  chiefly 
consisted  of  flounders  and  eels.  Sport  amongst 
these  fish  has  been  very  good  of  late  on  the  Holder- 
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ness  Drains.  The  Hull  Corporation  Anglers'  Club 
fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  on  the  Wine- 
stead  Drain  at  Patrington,  and  had  very  good 
sport,  Mr.  J.  E.  Gledhill  securing  41b.  3^oz.  for  first 
prize,  and  several  of  the  members  had  over  21b.  of 
fish  each.  Some  good  sport  has  also  been  met  with 
in  the  ponds  at  JSi  ew  Holland,  Barrow,  and  Barton 
on  the  Lincolnshire  side  of  the  Humber.  Also  in 
Barrow  and  Skitter  Havens  at  tide  times,  and  from 
the  latter  a  few  nice  trout  have  also  been  secured 
with  worm. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  special  report  from  the  Lune  at  Sedbergh  speaks 
of  that  river  as  being  low,  but  recent  rains  have 
done  a  lot  of  good.  One  splendid  basket  of  thirteen 
brace  was  made  by  Mr.  F.  Bragg.  All  information 
and  quarters  of  the  best  can  be  had  at  the  White 
Hart  Hotel,  Sedburgh.  The  weather  so  far,  since  the 
season  opened  at  Wyresdale,  has  not  favoured 
sport,  but  nevertheless  814  fish,  averaging  7oz., 
are  recorded.  The  best  of  fish  so  far  was  killed 
by  Mr.  Craoknell,  and  weighed  41b.  3oz.  Other 
good  fish,  and  several  of  them,  weighed  from  lib. 
lOoz.  to  3Jlb.  Anglers'  privilege  tickets  are  now 
issued  to  Scorton  from  many  places.  The  Warring- 
ton Anglers'  Association  have  arranged  for  two 
separate  annual  subscriptions  of  63.  and  8s,  6d. 
The  former  covers  coarse  fishing  waters,  of  which 
there  are  seven,  including  fifty  miles  of  local  canals 
to  say  nothing  of  foreign  canals — surely  enough  for 
anybody  at  6s.  The  83.  6d.  charge  includes  three 
miles  of  good  trouting  in  addition  to  the  foregoing. 
This  association  for  efficiency  is  imparalleled,  and 
must  prosper.  Oiu*  rivers  have  not  fished  well 
lately,  but  perhaps  the  rain  and  warmer  weather 
will  improve  them.  The  Bollin  continues  to  hold 
its  own.  One  nice  trout,  Iflb.,  is  recorded  and 
several  more  decent  fish.  The  heavy  rains  have 
flooded  the  river  and  partly  stopped  fishing. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Another  party  of  city  rods  visited  Birmingham  on 
Saturday  last,  and  acting  on  Mr.  Miller's  directions, 
found  the  big  bream  and  also  the  3  Jib.  roach.  They 
seem  to  think  our  fish,  lOJlb.,  the  best  of  the  two 
bream  for  outline  and  mounting,  but,  of  course, 
submit  to  the  weight.  As  to  the  roach  they  are 
somewhat  sceptical,  and  would  like  some  authority 
on  pisciculture  to  say  whether  it  is  a  true  roach  or 
not.  Whilst  the  opinion  is  being  given,  perhaps  his 
opinion  on  the  two  bream  may  be  obtained. 
At  the  Lower  Broughton  Angling  Society,  Mr. 
Smith  Nightingale's  popular  lecture  gave  very 
great  pleasure  and  instruction.  A  local  paper, 
speaking  of  the  lecturer,  says,  "he  has  given  up 
moth  fishing."  Is  this  a  new  kind  of  angling,  or  is 
it  a  humorous  way  of  describing  the  hobby  of  an 
entomologist  ?  One  of  the  Ardwick  anglers — Mr. 
W.  Taylor — away  from  home  on  business,  writes  to 
say  :  "  Last  week-end  I  had  a  good  day — fourteen 
brace  of  trout  in  a  few  hours,  the  smallest  14oz. 
and  the  largest  3^1b."  What  a  paradise  !  The  Moss 
Side  Socials  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  their  vice- 
president.  Alderman  Sargentson,  who  was  accident- 
ally killed  on  the  railway.  Their  next  meeting  is  a 
very  important  one. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  at  the  period  of  writing  was  out  of  the 
question,  for  a  tremendous  flood  was  ruiming  on  the 
Trent  and  its  tributaries.  The  rise  may  possibly  be 
the  means  of  bringing  up  some  salmon ;  at  all 
events,  if  the  fish  do  not  come  now  we  need  not 
expect  them.  A  few  handsome  trout  have  again  been 
creeled  with  the  various  kind  of  bottom  bait  on 
the  lower  portion  of  the  Greet,  Mr.  W.  C.  Rayson 
getting,  amongst  others,  an  exceptional  specimen 
of  21b.  14Joz.  It  showed  rare  fight  on  the  light 
tackle  employed.  There  has  been  nothing  doing  on 
the  main  river,  and  some  time  must  elapse  before 
trout  fishers  can  expect  to  meet  with  fish.  We 
understand  that  the  Trent  Fishery  Board's  gift  to 
the  various  clubs  subscribing  to  their  funds  will 
have  to  stand  over  for  the  present,  as  the  demands 
upon  the  hatchery  have  of  late  been  so  great. 
Coarse  fish,  such  as  roach,  bream,  chub,  and  barbel, 
will  soon  be  on  the  spawning  grounds.  Pike,  perch, 
and  dace  have  done,  and  already  the  last  named 
may  be  seen,  under  normal  conditions  of  water, 
rising  freely  to  the  natvu-als  coming  down  stream. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  very  heavy  downfall  of  rain  this 
week,  in  consequence  of  which  all  the  rivers  are 
very  high  and  discoloured ;  the  Severn  is  bankful 
and  still  rising,  the  Avon  has  overflown  its  banks  at 
Pershore,  and  a  lot  of  water  is  coming  down  the 
Teme.  Angling  is  practically  at  a  standstill, 
although  a  few  rods  were  out  up  to  Friday  last, 
and  had  fair  sport  among  the  trout  with  the  worm ; 
two  of  them,  Messrs.  Tomkins  and  H.  Jones,  flshing 
Drivate  water,  had  five  brace  each.  Mr.  Martin 
Perks,  in  the  City  Club  water,  three  and  a  half 
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brace,  others  close  up.  The  tempest  was  very 
heavy  yesterday  and  to-day  (Wednesday),  the 
effects  of  which  were  severely  felt  at  Ombersley, 
Droitwich,  Evesham,  and  Tewkesbury.  At  the 
latter  place  a  heavy  fall  of  hailstones,  lasting  forty 
minutes,  covered  the  ground  several  inches  deep, 
which  quickly  melted,  flooding  the  streets  and 
houses.  The  Avon,  which  runs  into  the  Severn  here, 
was  very  high ;  both  rivers  quickly  overflowed,  and 
the  meadows  for  miles  were  flooded,  and  at  Evesham  • 
the  Avon  rose  5J  feet  above  the  ordinary  level. 
At  Ombersley  the  hailstones  lay  on  the  ground 
nearly  a  foot  thick  in  places,  a  great  amount  of 
damage  being  done  all  round  the  district. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Worcester  Angling 
Club  was  held  at  the  Bull's  Head  Inn,  High-street. 
The  President,  Lieut.  Franklin,  presided.  The 
room  was  crammed  with  members  and  friends. 
An  excellent  programme  was  provided.  Mr. 
Reginald  Prosser  efficiently  presided  at  the  piano ; 
Messrs.  Blandford,  Davis,  Bruce,  Wyatt,  Bird, 
Hiley,  and  Page  delighted  the  audience  with  the 
excellence  of  their  performance.  During  the 
interval  the  chairman  distributed  the  prizes  won 
during  the  past  season,  which  were  numerous  and 
valuable.  The  Challenge  Cup  was  won  by  Mr.  S.  C. 
Avery.  The  club  presented  him  with  a  silver  cup, 
with  his  name,  and  years  he  has  won  it,  engraved 
thereon,  and  a  miniature  model  of  the  Challenge 
Cup,  which  is  only  held  from  year  to  year. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

May  is  framing  very  badly  as  the  trout  angling 
month.  With  the  continued  rains  and  constant 
renewals  of  floods  prospects  are  indeed  poor.  The 
week-end  gave  promise  of  improvement,  and  local 
anglers  found  encouragement  in  the  few  reports  of 
success  with  worm  and  minnow,  which  had  ac- 
counted for  odd  baskets  of  trout  that  were  con- 
sidered fairly  good ;  but  the  coldness  of  the  waters 
caused  by  the  drainage  of  snow-broth  from 
the  hills  did  not  give  the  natural  flies 
a  chance.  The  absence  of  sunlight  and  of  sea- 
sonable warmth  in  the  atmosphere  are  proving  a 
serious  check  on  the  growth  of  aquatic  insect  life, 
and  until  a  lasting  change  in  existing  conditions 
takes  place  trout  flshing  will  be  at  a  discount. 
The  Costa  and  Driffield  Becks  are  now  open,  and 
last  week  sport  fell  to  privileged  members  of  the 
clubs.  The  new  conditions  affecting  Pickering 
waters  are  not  without  interest  to  anglers  in  this 
district. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  against  the  chances  of 
sport.  Many  of  the  smaller  rivers  have  got  very 
low  in  districts  where  little  or  no  rain  has  fallen 
recently,  and  on  those  waters  very  little  sport  has 
been  had  in  any  department.  On  the  larger  rivers 
some  respectable  sport  has  been  had,  and  heavy 
rain  in  the  Southern  and  Western  provinces  has 
helped  sport,  especially  along  the  seaboard  of  those 
provinces.  On  the  Connaught  lakes  trouting 
has  been  generally  of  a  good  description,  and 
salmon  have  afforded  fair  sport  at  times  on 
the  waters  that  hold  those  fish.  At  Kil- 
larney,  though  the  fishing  has  not  been  up  to 
anticipation  as  far  as  ^salmon  are  concerned,  good 
sport  was  had  on  many  days  at  brown  trout. 
Things  continue  much  the  same  at  Waterville,  but 
an  improvement  in  this  quarter  is  reckoned  upon 
during  the  next  few  days.  The  principal  Cork 
rivers  continue  to  furnish  nice  sport  at  salmon, 
which  appear  to  be  numerous,  and  on  the  Galway 
river  and  Shannon  the  returns  show  good  results. 


"ilofes  from  ii^e  llorfl^. 


A  FEW  more  grilse  have  been  got  in  the  sea  nets 
at  the  mouths  of  the  Dae  and  Don,  but  none  as  yet 
to  any  of  the  rods  inland.  However,  there  is  a  good 
time  coming.  June  and  July  are  the  months  for 
the  grilse. 


Captain  Tillard,  R.N.,  is  now  at  Fasnadarach 
Lodge,  and  angling  the  Glentana  waters  attached 
to  it.  A  fine  head  of  fish  is  now  in  these  parts  and 
sport  rife.   

The  trout  angler  was  much  in  evidence  last  week 
all  over  the  streams  in  the  North,  the  Glasgow, 
Edinburgh,  and  Aberdeen  spring  holidays  giving 
the  long-looked-for  opportunities  of  a  first  cast  to 
the  citizen  angler.  Unfortunately,  the  weather  has 
been  of  the  very  worst  description,  especially  for 
trouting.   


Hon.  Mrs.  Fitzwilliam,  Lady  Mabel  Smith,  and 
Miss  Hare  are  having  good  sport  on  the  Ballogie 
waters,  fishing  from  Potarch  Inn ;  wliile  Mrs. 
Blandy  Jenkins  and  Mrs.  Hardy  are  angling  from 
the  Huntly  Arms  Hotel,  Aboyne ;  Miss  Coates,  of 
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AMOLERS^    HOTELS,   FISHIJ^O    QUARTERS,  &c. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanupe,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 

Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Lougrhanure 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  L  O  N'S 
Private  Hotei, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY, 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9s. 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission — for  the  season,  £2  ;  week,  7s.  6(1.  ; 
and  day,  2.?.  6f/.— to  fish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toorae.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21.v.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  5s.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo, 

FKEE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHINU  on  four  loughs — Conn,.  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Allck.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
flshing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLABKE. 


me  HiQete&Qtli  lieiifiiii 

AND  AFTER. 


No.  315.  MAY,  1903.         P.  ice  28.  6d 


I.  The  Irish  Land  Bill : 

(.1)  "A    Scheme    of  Pepniclous 
Agrarian  Quackery."  By 

His  Honour  Judge  O'CoNNuu 
MOKIIIS. 

(2)  The  Latest :  Is  it  the  Last?  By 
the  llight  Hon.  Lord  Mont- 

KAGLE. 

II.  The  Crisis  in  the  Church :  A 

Reply  to  Lord  Halifax.  By  J.  Lawsiin 
Walton,  K.C,  M.P. 

III.  The  Social  Democratic  Party 

in  Germany.  By  0.  Eltzbaohuk. 

IV.  The  Canals  of  Mars  :  Are  they 

Real'?  By  the  Rev.  EwiDND  LEDGER 
{i^reshatn  Lecturer  on  Asl ronnmii). 

V.  The  IMonuments  of  Sr.  Paul's 

Cathedral.    By  Alfred  Higgins. 

VI.  The  Deterioration   in  the 

National  Physique.  By  George  F. 
Shee. 

VII.  What  is  the  Advantage  of 

Foreign  Trade  ?  By  the  Right  Hon. 
Leonard  Coui!Tney. 

VIII.  Some  More  Letters  of  Mrs. 

Carlyle.  By  AugusstineBirrelLjK.C. 

IX.  London     Cong-estion  and 

Cross-traffic.  By  Captain  George 
S.  C.  HWINTON,  L.C.C. 

X.  A    Forgotten  Adventurer. 

By  tlie  Countess  of  .Jerset. 

XI.  The  New  Zealand  Elections. 

By  0.  T.  3.  Alpers. 

XII.  Radium  and  its  Position  in 

Nature.  By  William  Ackroyd, 
F.I.C. 

XIII.  The  Lost  Art  of  Singing. 

By  M.  A.  R.  Tuker. 

XIV.  A  Future  for  Irish  Bogs. 

By  Lieut.-General  Sir  Richard  San- 
key,  K.C.B.,  R.E. 
XV.  Last  Month.    By  Sir  Wemyss 
Reid. 


LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan's  Bouse, 

Fbitee  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb.  to 
4  lb.  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
12  lb.  and  over.  Very  large  Pike  have  been 
captured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2sitting  rooms, 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory. 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate. 
 1'.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  If  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.  Special  to  a  Party. 
 T.  STANNEES,  Proprietor. 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHUNDS. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 

DUNKINEELY,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Five  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishing  on 
Oiley  River,  four  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout 
Fishing  on  Stragar  River.  Two  excellent  Brown 
Trout  and  Char  Lakes.  Good  Sea  Fishing— Pollack 
Mackerel,  etc.  Fishing  free  to  Hotel  Visitors. 
Good  boats  and  men.  Beautiful  scenery.  Five 
minutes  from  Railway.  Good  accommodation. 
Terms  moderate.  Also  4,000  acres  carefully 
preserved  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Woodcock,  Snipe, 
Partridge,  and  Hare  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel.    Can  be  let  at  per  day  or  otherwise. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodoi-e  Martin  writes  :  "  A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  'far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Station:  Glynceirioguia  Chirk.  Postal  Address  : 
Glyn,  Ruabon. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CEDES,  ANGLESEY  (L.  N,  W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  s\irrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 

MERRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake— the  best  in 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing  ;  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
cuisine.— Apply, 

 JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 

TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
Ashing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5';  fortnightly,  £3  : 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


Llaiidrindod  Wells. 


ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 

Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 

THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4.s.  2d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £i  5s.  per  week.— Wadsworth,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 

OXO*  THE  SPOMT. 

The  Donegal  Highlands. —  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  ou  the 
very  bank  of  Gweedore  River,  within 
a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon  pools, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes' 
drive  of  Crolly  Railway  Station. 

7'(;ie(7/'o  »is— Proprietor. 

VICAR  OF  CHUDLEIGH 
recommends 
GOOI>    ROOIVI S. 

First-class  Fishing  close.  Ten 
minutes  from  Station. — Mrs.  Leare, 
Beller  Marsh,  Chudleigh,  S.  Devon. 

BERKS. 

TO  LET. 

A  charming,  old-fashioned 

COUNTRY  RESIDENCE 

in  beautiful  rural  district  four  miles 
from  the  County  Borough  of  Reading. 
Good  Hunting  and  Fishing  within  easy 
reach.  Four  sitting  rooms,  seven  bed 
and  dressing  rooms  (approached  by  two 
staircases),  and  adequate  offices.  Stabling: 
three  stalls  and  two  loose  boxes.  Ma- 
tured grounds,  two  greenhouses,  &c. 
Rent  and  detail  particulars  of 
Messrs.  J.  OMER  COOPER  &  SON, 
Folio  5,132.    17,  Blagpave  Street, 'Reading. 


TO  LET 

at  once,  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  the  lessee,  First-rate  TROUT  and 
GRAYLING  FISHING,  about  three 
miles,  in  the  River  Lugg,  Mortimer 
Cross,  Herefordshire.  Two  miles  from 
Kingsland  Station,  G.  W.  Ry.  Inn 
close  to  river.   Price,  £60  per  annum. 

For  particulars,  apply  to 

3IIt.  PBESCOTT, 
Wig  more   Hall,  Kingsland, 
Herefordsh  ire. 

ONE  MILE  OF  FISHING 
IN  THE  BLACKWATER, 

Within  iialf  mile  of  Braintree 
Station. 


J.  G.  VAIZEY,  Braintree,  Essex. 


TROUT  FISHING 

ON  THE  WANDLE. 


About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  River 
to  Let,  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of 
Mitcham  Junction. — Apply,  MacRab, 
4,  Raymond  Buildings,  Gray's  Inn. 


Anglers  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fighlng  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

BHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JODRNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  Kinsr  Street,  Alfreton. 


THE 

SALMON  RIVERS 

OF  IRELANO 


BY 


AUGUSTUS  GRIMBLE, 

AUTHOR  OP 

"  Deer-stalking,"  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of 
Scotland,"  &c. 

Two  Volumes,  Demy  4to.  Limited  to  250  copies. 

Price  £4  4s.  net. 

London : 

KEGAN  PAUL,  TRENCH,  TRUBNER  &  CO.,  Limited, 
Paternoster  House,  Charing  Cross  Road. 
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Paisley,  the  Glentana  waters ;  and  Mrs.  Laming 
the  Dinnet  fishings. 


The  salmon  season  on  the  East  Coast  is  keeping 
Up  well,  but  the  supply  of  sea-  trout  is  so  limited 
that  it  is  often  quoted  higher  than  prime  salmon. 
On  May  2,  while  salmon  and  grilse  fetched  Is.  6d. 
per  lb.,  trout  were  realising  Is.  lid. 

The  smolt  migration  is  in  full  swing,  and  the 
estuaries  of  the  Tay,  Dee,  Don,  and  Spey  are 
literally  swarming  with  them.  The  coal  fish  will 
have  a  glorious  time  of  it  for  the  next  few  weeks 
or  so. 


Along  with  the  smolt,  the  kelt  salmon  is  also 
much  in  evidence,  the  temperature  and  timely 
floods  no  doubt  regulatiHg  the  movements  of  both. 
Probably  the  kelt  also  finds  it  very  enjoyable  to  be 
in  such  company,  from  a  gastronomical  point  of 
view,  but  his  ravages  are  little  compared  to  those 
of  the  coalfish. 


With  better  weather,  brown  trout  angling  should 
be  at  its  very  best  now.  The  taking  flies  are  the 
Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown,  and  Greenwell's  Glory 
on  hooks  Nos.  10,  11,  and  12.  For  special  flies,  the 
March  Brown  Quill,  Downmaim,  Cash,  and  such 
like  are  presently  in  demand. 


For  the  first  time  this  season  on  the  Dee  the 
sand-eel  is  now  the  favourite  spinning  bait. 
Hitherto,  the  heavier  gudgeon  has  had  the  pre- 
ference, along  with  Nos.  5  and  6  phantoms. 

Mr.  Duncan  writes  me  from  the  Cabrach  :  "  They 
say  there  are  a  few  fish  in  the  lower  pools  of  the 
Deveron,  but  as  yet  I  have  not  got  anything  bigger 
than  a  Jib.  trout,  and  very  few  of  them  on  account 
of  the  c;)ld,  raw  weather  and  easterly  winds.  At 
Huntly  things  are  much  brighter.  More  sunshine 
and  warmth  are  needed  up  here ;  we  have  had 
plenty  of  water  for  a  lime." 


Master  Bill  Mackay  had  a  fine  basket  of  brown 
trout  on  Saturday  last  on  Walker's  Dam,  a  favourite 
angling  resort  near  Aberdeen.  The  trout  in  it  are 
excellent  in  shape,  colour,  and  flesh,  but  need  some 
catching. 

An  excellent  combination  rod  can  be  made  out  of 
four  pieces,  and  serve  the  purpose  of  three  rods  as 
occasion  requires.  (1)  An  18ft.  rod  in  three  parts; 
(2)  the  butt  of  same  and  special  top  makes  a  12ft. 
spinner;  (3)  the  middle  part  and  original  top  makes 
a  good  fly  rod  for  sea-trout,  brown  trout,  or  finnock, 
A  15ft.  or  16ft.  rod  will  answer  the  same  purposes, 
and  according  to  present  day  notions  even  better. 

Special  Scotch. 


PROVINCIAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

EXHIBITION  OF  FISH  AT  BINGLEY 
HALL,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Peize  List. 

The  Provincial  Association's  exhibits  were  judged 
on  Saturday  last.  May  2,  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  (vice- 
president  of  the  London  Anglers'  Association),  who 
had  kindly  consented  to  act  as  judge,  and  the 
following  is  a  full  list  of  awards.  Cup. — For  best 
specimen  fish  (any  species),  R.  D.  Frost,  Bristol 
Association,  roach,  31b.  8oz.  Class  I. — Roach 
(four  prizes)  :  1st,  F.  Churchman,  Northampton ; 
2nd,  W.  Hamblett,  Warrington  Association  ;  3rd,  J. 
Whitehouse,  West  Bromwich  Society ;  4th,  W.  N. 
Podmore,  Warrington  Association.  Class  2. — 
Pike  (four  prizes):  1st,  W.  Elhott,  Dudley;  2nd, 
R.  D.  Frost,  Bristol  ;  3rd,  Alliance  Society, 
Bu-mingham ;  4th,  J.  Ellison,  Sparkbrook  Society, 
Birmingham.  Class  3. — Perch  (three  prizes) :  1st, 
Dudley  Society  ;  2nd,  J.  T.  Groom,  Oak  Piscatorials, 
Birmingham  ;  3rd,  W.  Dew,  Sparkbrook  Society,  Bir- 
mingham. Class  4.— Bream  (three  prizes) :  1st,  W. 
Elliott,  Dudley  ;  2nd,  J.  Bryant,  Oak  Piscatorials, 
Birmingham ;  3rd,  J.  T.  Groom,  Oak  Piscatorials. 
Class  5.— Chub  (three  prizes)  :  1st,  R.  Chambers, 
Wolverhampton  and  District  Society  ;  2nd,  W. 
Robinson,  Warrington  Association  ;  3rd,  J.  Waywell, 
Warrington  Association.  Class  6. — Any  species  of 
fish  not  separately  classed  (eight  prizes,  including 
three  extra  prizes  presented  to  this  special  class) : 
1st,  carp,  J.  Ellison,  Sparkbrook  Society,  Birming- 
ham;  2nd,  trout,  W.  Thompson,  Worcester  Asso- 
ciation; 3rd,  tench,  J.  J.  Govier,  Cardiff  Piscatorials  ; 
4th,  king  carp,  O.  Partridge,  Northampton;  5th, 
barbel,  A.  R.  Barrett,  Sparkbrook  Society,  Birming- 
ha,m.  Extra  prizes. — Tench,  E.  K.  Maunders, 
Hish  Wycombe  Association ;  grayling,  L.  F. 
Higg?,  Malvern  Association;  dace,  W.  Hamblett, 
Warrington  Association.  — Hakby  W.  Miller, 
Secretary. 


SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Mayor  of  Brighton  (Alderman  J.  C.  Buckwell) 
presided  at  the  twelfth  annual  dinner  of  the  Sussex 
Piscatorial  Society,  held  at  Booth's  Restaurant, 
Brighton,  on  April  22,  when  a  large  and  influential 
company  was  present.  A  number  of  apologies 
regretting  inability  to  attend  were  received. 

After  the  loyal  toast  the  Mayor  proposed  "  The 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society"  in  appreciative  and 
humorous  terms.  Although  he  had  been  associated 
with  many  kinds  of  sport  he  said  he  could  not  claim 
to  be  a  fisherman.  He  understood  that  a  good 
fisherman  was  known  by  the  quantity  of  fish  he 
said  he  caught,  and  he  was  afraid  the  amount  of 
exaggeration  necessary  to  be  a  good  fisherman  was 
so  foreign  to  his  nature  that  he  gave  up  the  idea 
early  in  life.  Sussex  was  not  the  best  favoured 
county  for  the  sport,  but,  according  to  the  stories 
one  heard  now  and  then,  their  members  had  had 
some  very  wonderful  catches  even  in  Sussex  rivers. 
It  had  been  proposed  in  the  Council  that  they 
should  grant  the  society  fishing  rights  at  the 
Aquarium,  where  there  were  so  many  fish  that  a 
catch  would  alwaj's  be  assured  (laughter).  In  more 
serious  vein  the  Mayor  congratulated  the  society 
upon  its  prosperity  and  said  it  was  quite  one  of  the 
institutions  of  Brighton  (applause). 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  C.  F.  Gillam),  in 
responding,  took  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Mayor  for  his  kindness  in  taking  the  chair,  and 
alluding  to  his  "kind  remarks"  about  anglers 
gravely  informed  his  Worship  that  the  Society  had 
not  an  exaggerated  section  in  their  membership. 
He  was  glad  to  say  the  Society  was  on  very  friendly 
terms  with  the  town  authorities.  The  Corporation 
were  rearing  for  them  at  the  Aquarium  some  3,000 
brown  trout,  and  on  their  part  they  were  lending 
the  Corporation  their  magnificent  collection  of 
specimens.  Apparently  so  much  was  thought  of 
them  that  they  had  not  been  put  up  yet,  the 
reason  given  being  that  they  must  have  the  best 
position  possible.  The  Society  did  good  work  in 
interesting  itself  in  preserving  the  purity  of  their 
streams.  Last  year  they  spent  considerable  sums 
at  Pondtye,  where  the  attractions  included  a  nice 
boat  house,  and  another  important  feature  of  their 
operations  was  the  Horsted  Keynes  trout  lake. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Lee  proposed  "The  health  of  the 
Riparian  Owners,"  pointing  out  how  much  the 
society  was  indebted  to  those  gentlemen  who  were 
kind  enough  to  give  them  facilities  for  fishing  in  the 
waters  owned  by  them.  Mr.  R.  A.  Bevan,  Sir 
Merrik  Burrell,  Mr.  W.  L.  Christie,  Captain  Sergi- 
son  and  many  others  deserved  their  tnost  hearty 
thanks  (applause).  The  past  season  was  not  the 
best  they  had  experienced,  but  even  if  they  did  not 
have  good  catches  they  got  real  pleasiire  from  sitting 
on  some  river  bank  communing  with  dear  old  Nature. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Booth  gave  "The  Chairman"  in  eulo- 
gistic terms,  alluding  to  the  Mayor  as  a  man  of 
many  parts,  of  great  abOity,  and  a  talent  for  organi- 
sation and  a  master  of  detail  that  was  truly  remark- 
able (applause).  Like  other  speakers,  Mr.  Booth 
had  humorous  stories  to  tell,  and  h.  propos  of  one 
he  said  it  could  not  be  alleged  against  the  Mayor 
that  "  his  frail  form  was  fading  fast  "  (laughter,  in 
which  the  Mayor  heartily  joined).  Earlier  in  the 
evening  the  Mayor  had  claimed  to  have  hooked  a 
5  lb.  salmon  at  Henfield  with  a  bent  pin  when  a 
small  boy,  and  amid  more  laughter  Mr.  Booth 
suggested  that  this  fishy  story  alone  would  gain  the 
Mayor  admission  to  any  angling  society  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

The  Mayor,  in  returning  thanks,  apologized  for 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  Mayoress,  and  while 
indicating  the  multifarious  duties  a  Mayor  was 
called  upon  to  perform,  confessed  that  there  were 
many  delights  appertaining  to  the  office. 

The  musical  programme  was  sustained  by  Miss 
Rose  Miller,  Mr.  Allabone,  Mr.  Kemp,  Mr.  Tickle, 
Mr.  Booth,  and  others,  the  accompanist  being  Mr. 
Islip^  

A  peculiar  method  of  fishing  is  indulged  in  by 
the  natives  of  Tetuila,  one  of  the  islands  of  Oceania. 
At  a  given  signal,  all  the  inliabitants  of  the  village 
assemble  on  the  seashore,  to  the  number  of  about 
two  hundred  persons,  each  of  whom  carries  a 
branch  of  the  cocoa  palm.  With  these  in  their 
hands  they  plunge  into  the  water,  and  at  a  certain 
distance  from  the  shore  turn  towards  it,  forming  a 
compact  half-circle,  each  one  holding  his  palm 
branch  perpendicularly  in  the  water,  and  thus 
forming  a  kind  of  sieve.  The  leader  of  the  party 
then  gives  a  signal,  and  this  living  net  approaches 
the  shore  gradually  in  perfect  order,  driving  before 
it  a  multitude  of  fishes.  Surrounded  by  this  living 
wall,  and  entangled  in  the  cocoa  palm  branches, 
many  of  the  fishes  are  cast  on  the  sand  by  the  waves, 
whilst  others  are  killed  with  sticks.  After  being 
cooked  over  hot  coals,  the  fish  are  served  with 
bananas  and  eocoanut  milk. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

F.  Caruthers  (National  Liberal  Club). — The 
little  fish  you  send  is  a  young  lumpfish. 


Xettete  to  the  Ebitor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opiniona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

MARS  OIL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  seen  Marsol,  I  have  smelled 
Marsol,  and  I  think  I  shall  survive  long  enough  to 
express  my  thanks  to  you  for  so  kindly  forwarding 
it.  May  I  ask  you  to  extend  that  kindness  by 
allowing  me  to  thank  Mr.  W.  D.  Coggeshall,  through 
your  columns,  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  to 
procure  it,  and  the  forethought  he  displayed  in 
warning  me  of  its  arrival  by  means  of  his  courteous 
letter ;  otherwise  I  know  not  what  would  have 
occurred. 

Forewarned  was  forearmed,  so  I  deferred  letting 
it  loose  until  after  breakfast — a  wise  precaution. 
Oh,  the  smell  of  it !  M.  le  Baron  describes  it  as 
"  vile."    It  is,  and  more. 

Its  manufacturers  are  evidently  a  bit  "  duber- 
some  "  about  its  manners,  and  send  it  out  securely 
imprisoned  in  a  metal  receptacle,  with  screw 
stopper  capsule  and  brush,  all  very  neat. 

1  am  taking  the  liberty  of  quoting  from  Mr. 
Coggeshall's  very  interesting  letter.    He  says: — 

"  In  a  late  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  you 
expressed  a  wish  that  some  reader  of  that  interest- 
ing journal  would  'throw  a  rope  over  a  Marsol.' 
Well,  here  is  the  article  you  wanted,  but  it  was 
taken  with  a  sixpenny-piece  instead  of  a  rope.  I 
found  the  oil  in  Germany  many  years  ago,  where  it 
is  used  as  a  boot  grease,  and  I  have  found  it  all  it  is 
claimed  to  be.  ...  I  have  tried  it  on  two  bits  of 
silk  undressed  line,  and  exposed  the  line  for 
a  month  in  the  air — the  result  so  far  is  that  the  oil 
don't  dry  in.  .  .  .  Boiled  oil  will  burn  cotton  or  silk 
after  a  time,  but  good  old  raw  oil  will  not  have  the 
same  effect." 

I  have  sacrificed  a  beautiful  new  raw  silk  line  in 
the  interest  of  science  by  dividing  it  into  numerous 
equal  lengths.  Ten  of  these  have  been  soaked  in 
Marsol ;  also  ten  in  each  of  various  other  substances  ; 
they  will  be  treated  to  two  or  three  similar  dressings 
at  fortnightly  intervals,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
two  or  three  months  I  shall  test  them  to  ascertain 
their  breaking  strain.  Having  ten  specimens  of 
each,  the  averages  ought  to  point  to  a  pretty  definite 
conclusion. 

The  oil  itself  (Marsol)  is  evidently  an  animal 
product,  much,  very  much,  disguised.  —  Yours 
truly,  X.  S.  R. 


Dear  Mb.  Marston, — You  refer  again  in  last 
week's  Fishing  Gazette  to  "  Mars  oil."  This  is  the 
article  which  I  sent  you  late  last  year  as  a  boot 
grease.  The  two  bottles  you  told  me  you  sent  to 
your  brother.  I  tried  to  get  several  people  here  to 
take  up  the  agency,  but  they  could  not  see  any 
profit  in  it.  By  this  post  I  am  sending  to  "  X.S.R.," 
in  your  care,  a  bottle  of  the  oil.  My  bootmaker, 
Jas.  Taylor  and  Son,  82,  Great  Portland-street,  has 
the  oil  on  sale. — Yours  truly, 

W.  D.  Coggeshall. 

[Does  Mr.  C.  think  it  would  do  for  waterproofing 
lines  ?  ] 

NAILS  FOR  WADING  BOOTS. 

Dear.  Sir, — The  "Swiss"  nails  you  mention  for 
sole  and  heel  edges  are  without  doubt  the  best  for 
wading  or  climbing.  They  are  not  made  in  England 
(I  believe),  but  may  be  procured  (or  used  to  be) 
from  Messrs.  Hill  &  Sons,  4,  Haymarket,  London, 
and  the  price  I  paid  in  1896  was  Ss.  per  100  for  the 
,    shape.   They  are  all  hand-made,  and  there- 
mK!\    fore  wrought-iron.    I  shall  wear  a  pair  of 
boots  for  climbing  next  week  which  were 
ff    y  made  and  "nailed  "  in  1896,  and  which  have 
I    '     since  seen  hard  work  in  the  Higlilands, 
I         Wales,  Lake  Distiiit,  on  the  Afghan  frontier 
rocks,  and  in  the  Himalayan  Mountains, 
and  twice  since  in  Wales  and  Lake  District.  They 
were  riveted  to  lower  sole,  and  with  these  round 
the  edge,  and  others  as  shown  in  your  sketch 
(May  2),  it  is  almost  impossible  for  boots  to  wear 
out.— Yours  truly,  C.  D.  F. 


ALPINE  METHOD  OF  NAILING  BOOTS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sis, — I  notice  that  you  wish  to  know  the 
opinion  of  salmon  and  trout  anglers  who  wade  as 
to  the  Alpine  method  of  nailing  brogues.  They 
say  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun  ;  so  it  is 
with  the  nails  j'ou  describe,  which  is  the  old- 
fashioned  wrought  clasp  nail  (in  four  sizes).  I  have 
nailed  both  brogues  and  fishing  boots  as  described. 
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BERNARD'S  New  Drag  Brake 

{VATEHI  AFPLIEJ)  FOR). 

This  is  the  most  powerful  and  yet  simple  Brake  ever  invented,  there  being  no  com- 
plicated mechanism  to  get  out  of  order.     A  drag  from  i  to  5  lbs.  can  be  instantly 

applied,  and  as  quickly  remo^red. 

4  in.  Salmon  Reel,  Fitted  with  the  New  Brake  .  •  .  ,  £1  12  6 
4i  in.  £1    17  6 

4iin.  „  „  „  ....       £2     2  6 

WE  CAN  FIT  THIS  BRAKE  TO  ANY  REEL  SENT  US  AT  A  CHARGE  OF  FROM  5/0  to  7/G. 


J.  BERNARD  &  SON, 

45,  JERIVIVN  STREET,  ST.  JAlVEEiS'S,  S.W. 

(One  Door  from  Duhe  Street], 


ILLUSTRATED    CATALOGUES  FREE. 


Messrs.  ANDREWS,  The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere, 


HAVE    STILL    TO    CLEAR   A  FEW 


^  YEARLINGS,  also  11  to  12  inch  two-year-olds  and  1  lb.  to  2  lb.  TROUT, 

SUBPLTIS  STOCK,      See  also  advertisement  on  cover. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT. 

About  one  mile  of  Deveron  (about  J 
o£  extent  both  sides),  excellent  Trout 
and  Salmon  Water,  with  comfortable 
accommodation  close  to  fishing. — Apply 
to  Mr.  Wilson,  Bowie  Bank,  King 
Edward,  Banffshire. 


TO  LET. 

SALMON  and  SEA-TROUT  FISHING  on  the 
South  Esk  River,  near  Forfar,  Scotland.  The 
stretch  is  Two  Miles,  and  there  are  ten  of 
the  best  aiiiilin?  pools  in  the  river,  which 
are  all  easil.v  fished— most  of  them  flshable  from 
the  bank.— For  particulars,  apply  to  S.  Emslie, 
Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  20,  Barrack  Street, 
Dundee. 


IMPORTANT  TO  BUYERS. 


A  MANITFACTURER  OF  FISHING  ROBS  of 
high  repute,  is  open  to  supply  direct,  minus  the 
middleman's  profit.  Special  terms  offered  to 
large  and  hu)ia  fide  buyers.  Specialities  and 
Inventions  satisfactorily  worked  out. — Apply  by 
letter,  "  FISHING  RODS,"  care  of  Gibbs,  Smith  <t 
Co.,  10,  High  Holborn,  London,  W.C. 


J  ust  Published. 

GRAYLING  FISHING 

IN 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

Faioa    •     -    2s.  6(1.  net. 

Messrs.  8AMP80H  Low,  MiKSTON  &  Co.,  LTD. 


(LIMITED), 


A.  CARTER  &  CO. 

137,  St.  John  Street  Road;  1,  2,  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 

TeIephone-1129  Central.   Telegrams-"  Fishgig,  London. 

Specialities  for  TROUT  FISHING. 


THE  LOWNDES  ROD. 
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Cane  built,  in  two  or  three  joints,  with  two  tops.  Fitted  in  highest-class  style,  with  corked  handles,  waterproof  suction  joints, 
snake  rings,  and  universal  winch  fittings.    Light  and  well  balanced.    Price  60/-. 


THE    CARTER  CASE, 

FOE  CASTS  AND  EYED  ELIES. 


o' 

O 
01 


Wonderful  Value. 

This  Case  is  made  of  pigskin,  with  double  clip 
fastening  ;  it  is  fitted  with  four  cast  compartments, 
and  fly  leaves  for  four  dozen  large  and  sis  dozen 
small  trout  flies. 


THE  MACKENZIE  CAST  CASE  (Reg-d.) 

T'-  The  Fishing  Gazette  says  ;  "  One  of  the  best  boxes 
for  holding  and  damping  casts  we  have  ever  seen," 

Price  3/6. 


FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES, 


We  have  every  confidence  in  submitting  to  the  notice  of  our  niilllerous 
customers  the  Revised  List  of  Flies  for  Cry  Fly  Fishing.  These  flies  we 
recommend  as  being  second  to  none  and  equalled  by  few  for  hi^ll-class 
workmanship.  The  materials  and  the  dressings  will  be  found  to  be  those 
of  the  latest  and  most  approved  authorities,  and  the  prices  compare 
more  than  favourably  with  any  on  the  market.  The  enormous  demand 
for  these  flies  last  season  speaks  volumes  as  to  their  excellence. 
From  Halford'3  "Bry  Fly  Entomology." 

TIED  ON  HALL'S  PATTERN  EYED  HOOKS. 
Price  2s.  per  Dozen. 

Tlie  following  patterns  are  always  in  stock,  in  sizes  ranging  from  00 
to  4,  according  to  pattern.   Any  other  patterns  dressed  to  order. 
1  Gold  Ribbed  Hare's     27  Blue  Dun  73  Alder 

29  Whirling  Blue  80  Cooh-y-Bondhu 

83  Red  Quill  81  Wickham 

35  Red  Spinner  87  Apple  Green 

43  Cinnamon  Quill  S8  Grecnwell's  Glory 

59  Black  Gnat  S)t  Coachman 

03  Silver  Sedge  92  Governor 

64  Orange  Sedge  97  Red  Tag 

71  Grannom  100  Half  Stone 


Ear 

3  Dark  Olive  Quill 
5  Medium  Olive  Quill 

11  Pale  Olive  Quill 

14  Little  Manyat 

16  Ginger  Quill 

21  Iron  Blue 

25  Blue  QulU 


March  Brown 
Stone  Fly 
Soldier  Palmef 
Red  Palmer 
Woodcock  and  Hare's 
Ear, 


Additional  Patterns  ;— 
Oak  Fly 

Blue  Quill  Gnat 
Blue  Hare's  Ear 
Claret  Spinner 
Green  Insect 
Black  Palmer 


Black  Ant 
Blue  Bottle 
Orange  Dun 
Fisherman'? 

Curse 
August  Dun 


The  JARDIJVE  TROUT  REEL, 


8/6. 


3  in., 
10/6. 


Jsajinmie  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  durable 
Heels  eves:  made.  Its  bored  plates  and  barrel  drum 
allow  of  aiae  drying  quickly.      Once  used, 

al'ways  'Used. 


The  CARTER  DOUBLE  TAPER  FLY  UNE,  t 

Tacumn  dressed,  best  quality  silk,  lissom  and  nou*  | 
ikinking,  80  yds.,  7/6.   40  yda.,  0/6. 
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The  soles  are  nailed  and  the  nails  clenched  before 
soles  are  sewn  on. 

The  nails  down  the  waist  of  boots  prevent  side 
slipping  when  getting  over  fences  with  rod  or  gun 
in  hand.  So  such  nailing  is  useful  to  anglers  who 
do  not  wade. — Yours  truly,  W.  Liggins. 

Smethwiok. 

[I  believe  Mr.  Liggins  is  a  practical  bootmaker ; 
perhaps  he  will  send  me  a  few  of  the  nails  and  say 
his  price  for  them  ? — Ed.] 

f  FISHING  ON  LOCH  LOMOND. 

Deak  Sir. — As  an  angler  who  knows  Loch  Lomond, 
I  have  much  pleasure  in  informing  your  corre- 
spondent "A.  K."  that  June  is  a  particularly  good 
fishing  month  on  the  loch.  Brown  trout  have  not 
yet  got  sluggish,  and  sea-trout  and  salmon  are  then 
taking  the  fly  freely. 

The  greater  number  of  sea  fish  reported  caught 
in  the  early  months  are  taken  on  the  minnow,  but 
from  May  onwards  that  lure  is  not  so  effective  as  fly. 

The  association  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
secretary  is  the  lessee  in  the  interests  of  sport  of 
the  salmon  and  sea-trout  fishings  in  the  loch,  and 
though  a  considerable  annual  rent  has  to  be  met 
over  and  above  expense  of  working  no  charge  is 
levied  upon  anglers.  The  association  prefers  to 
lely  for  its  income  upon  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  those  anglers  who  are  also  generous  men. — 
Yours  truly,  Henhy  Lamond, 

Secretary  L.  L.A.I.  A, 


Dear  Sir. — In  reply  to  "A.  K.'s"  query  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  2  re  Loch  Lomond,  June  is 
the  best  month  for  the  salmon  fishing.  If  "  A.  K." 
desires  information  about  the  fishing,  I  should  advise 
him  to  write  to  Mr.  Henry  Lamond,  secretary  to 
the  Loch  Lomond  Angling  Improvement  Associa- 
tion, 163,  West  George  street,  Glasgow. 

Might  I  venture  to  remind  "  A.  K."  that  this 
association  has  done,  and  is  doing,  most  excellent 
work,  and  that  anglers  visiting  this  charming  loch 
ought  not  to  leave  the  neighbourhood  without 
sending  some  contribution  towards  the  funds  of 
Ihe  society.  Wishing  "A.  K."  good  sport. — Yours 
truly,  F.  Archer  Gillies, 

FISHING  IN  BASSENTHWAITE  LAKE, 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Spinner  "  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  May  2,  re  fishing  in  Bassenthwaite  Lake, 
I  beg  to  inform  him  that  pike  and  perch  fishing  are 
free.  Trout  licences  can  be  obtained  at  this  hotel 
from  March  11  to  Sept.  14,  5s^ ;  one  month,  23.  6d.  ; 
one  day.  Is.  Boats,  rods,  and  tackle  are  provided 
at  the  hotel.  Boat,  153.  per  week,  rods  and  tackle 
free. 

I  may  add  we  have  had  some  splendid  sport 
during  the  past  fortnight,  both  with  pike  and  trout. 
— Yours  truly,  Geo.  Robertson. 

Swan  Hotel,  Thornthwaite,  Keswick. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  re 
fishing  in  Bassenthwaite  Lake,  the  Ucence  for  the 
whole  season  costs  53.,  and  the  local  association 
ticket  2s.  6d.  These  can  be  obtained  at  the  Swan 
Hotel,  Thornthwaite,  which  is  also  the  best  place 
from  which  to  fish  the  lake,  and  is  1^  mile  from 
Braithwaite  Station  on  the  C.  K.  &  P.  Railway. — 
Yours  truly,  S.  Venoub. 

"NO  ROACH  IN  IRELAND." 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  W.  N.  C.'s  "  inquiries 
in  your  issue  of  April  25,  may  I  ask  if  the  fish 
referred  to  had  two  or  one  row  of  teeth  in  the 
gills  ?  If  two  it  is  a  rudd,  and  if  one  it  is  a  roach, 
according  to  the  "  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  "  and 
"  Cassell's  Natural  History." — Yours  trulv. 

Fleet.  -  "R.  D. 


ANOTHER  AMERICAN  ANGLER  RISES  TO 
THE  LIGHT  ROD  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  28,  page  226, 
I  note  a  few  remarks  by  "  A  Fisherman  of  45  years," 
in  which  he  says  : — "  I  saw  a  gentleman  fishing 
the  other  day  with  one  of  those  playthings  of  rods, 
4|oz.,  and  with  great  success ;  he  captured  all 
the  trees  and  bushes  within  his  reach,  and  should 
his  fly  reach  the  water  and  a  trout  of  2oz.  get 
hold  in  the  rapid  water,  the  remarks  he  expressed 
and  I  thoughts  unuttered  would  shock  many 
fishermen  used  to  expressing  their  regret  in  losing 
fishes,  especially  '  if  the  biggest  one  got  away.' 
His  advice  to  me  was  that  tliese  rods  will  do  to 
fish  in  open  rivers  for  small  minnows,  unless  you 
have  a  man  at  the  water's  edge  with  a  long 
landing-net." 

K-  Evidently  the  gentleman  was  a  novice  at  handling 
such  a  light  rod.  When  used  by  an  experienced 
American  angler  it  is  of  sufficient  weight  for  fishing 
in  rapid  streams  or  placii  lakes.  In  our  rapid 
mountain  streams  of  California,  such  as  the  Truckee 


and  Sacramento  rivers,  it  is  a  daily  occurrence  to  see 
anglers  using  a  4Joz.  "plaything  "  of  a  rod  and  to 
good  advantage,  as  their  creels  testify  upon  their 
return  to  the  hotel  with  trout  averaging  from  Jib. 
to  31b.  and  41b.  Anglers  all  the  world  over  have 
their  own  inciv'idual  idea  ;  this  is  particularly 
noticeable  in  American  anglers.  We  are  a  progres- 
sive people  and  always  looking  for  something  new, 
something  which  will  give  the  best  results  with  the 
least  possible  labour.  Some  thirty  years  ago  rods 
of  heavy  and  large  dimensions  were  all  the  rage,  but 
the  pruning  process  has  progressed  so  rapidly  that 
we  find  the  angler  of  to-day  using  4ioz.  and  5|oz. 
rods  with  as  good  results  and  much  greater  sport 
than  ever  was  attained  by  the  12oz.,  16oz.,  and  20oz. 
rods  of  thirty  years  ago. 

American  anglers  know  from  experience  what 
these  "  plaything  "  rods  can  accomplish,  and  know- 
ing that  they  are  fii'st-class  in  every  particular  we 
largely  depend  upon  our  lines,  leaders,  and  snells 
being  of  the  best  quality. 

Walter  D.  Mansfield  (who,  by  the  way,  is  Cali- 
fornia born  and  American  to  the  backbone).  Presi- 
dent of  the  San  Francisco  Fly  Casting  Club,  has 
demonstrated  to  the  anglers  of  the  world  what  a 
5Joz.  rod  can  do  ;  in  making  his  record  light  rod  cast 
of  129Jft.,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  retrieve  about 
120ft.  of  line,  and  it  stands  to  reason  that  no  trout 
that  swims  or  even  a  salmon  will  equal  the  strain 
made  on  the  rod  in  retrieving  this  long  cast. 

In  California  we  have  two  kinds  of  fishermen  for 
trout — namely,  the  market  fisherman  and  the  angler 
for  sport.  The  market  fisherman  would  not  think  of 
using  a  light  rod  ;  it  would  be  detrimental  to  his 
bvisiness.  He  uses  what  we  term  a  "  derrick  "  of 
from  IGoz.  to  20oz.  When  he  hooks  on  to  a  fish  his 
vocation  requires  of  him  to  get  it  out  as  quickly  as 
possible.  He  often  fishes  all  night,  and  must  neces- 
sarily use  rod  and  line  of  sufficient  strength  to  land 
his  fish  immediately  after  hooking  it.  It  is,  how- 
ever, quite  different  with  the  sportsman — he  is  out 
for  pleasure,  and  he  gets  it  with  a  4|oz.  rod,  in 
equally  as  rapid  streams  as  are  found  in  Em'ope  and 
equally  as  intricate  waters.  Our  mountain  streams 
are  dotted  with  large  and  small  jagged  boulders  and 
simken  logs  ;  still  we  are  able  to  take  3  and 
4-pounders  on  iioz.  rods — and  land  them  without 
the  assistance  of  a  long  landing-net. — Yours  truly, 

McNutt  Building,  James  Watt. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

[Surely  Mr.  Watt  is  not  correct  as  regards  the 
strain  of  retrieving  43  yards  of  trout  line  is  more 
strain  on  the  rod  than  that  of  a  201b.  salmon  or 
trout. — Ed.] 


SOME   QUERIES  BE  IRISH  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth's  letter 
in  your  issue  of  April  18  I  should  say  : — (1)  Trout 
rise  fairly  well  on  Lough  INIask  ;  (2)  they  would 
average  about  lib.  ;  (3)  four  or  five  per  day  would  be 
quite  an  average  catch  to  one's  own  rod ;  very  often 
two  friends  fish  from  one  boat,  when  from  seven  to 
nine  fish  would  probably  be  killed.  This  does  not, 
of  com-se,  comprise  the  May  Fly  season. 

I  saw  somewhere  recently  that  a  gentleman  fishing 
Lovigh  Corrib  last  season  for  100  days  killed  360 
trout.  There  is  not  much  to  choose  between  the 
two  loughs,  except  that  one  gets  sport  on  Corrib 
with  the  "  dap." — Yours  truly,  J. 

Penzance. 


SALMON  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — A  would-be  authority  in  this  village 
maintains  as  "  ridiculous  and  nonsensical  "  my 
statement  that  those  fish  ("  spring  salmon,"  as  they 
are  called  here)  wliich  enter  our  ri\'er3  during  the 
early  spring  months  remain  in  the  river  until  they 
spawn,  say,  during  the  following  month  of  November 
and  later  on.  He  also  has  an  idea  that  peal  (young 
salmon)  do  not  spawn  during  the  same  season  or 
year  in  which  they  run  into  a  river. 

I  maintain  he  is  wrong  in  both  his  contentions, 
and  will  thank  you  to  reply  to  my  queries  in  your 
next  issue. — Yours  truly,  E.  Gillman. 

[It  is  generally  supposed  that  salmon  and  grilse 
wait  in  fresh  water  after  entering  it  until  they  have 
spawned,  the  spawning  season  being  frorn  October 
to  January,  the  fish  in  some  rivers  spawning  sooner 
than  m  others. — Ed.] 


LEADEN  BULLETS  IN  TWO  HALVES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  saw  lately  some  leaden  bullets  made 
in  two  halves,  with  a  screw  and  thread  for  screwing 
them  together.  The  line  is  slipped  in  between  the 
two  halves,  and  when  screwed  up  the  line  and  lead 
hold  firmly  together.  I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if 
any  of  yoiu"  numerovis  readers  could  give  me  the 
address  of  the  manufacturer  of  this  article. — Yours 
truly,  A  Tackle  Dealer. 


A  COMPANIONTOR'FISHING  ON  DERWENT 
WATER  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Twelve  days  onDcrwent  Water,  with 
use  of  boat,  and  hospitality  offered  to  keen  com- 
panion at  a  cost  of  33s.  (or  to  clergyman  sharing 
Sunday  duty,  25s. ).  May  Fly  rise  on  ;  good  early  and 
late  trolling ;  moimtain  beck  and  tarn  fishing. 
Dates,  May  16-28.  References  exchanged.  Apply, 
Reverend  F.,  10,  Eden  Mount,  Stanwix,  Carlisle. — 
Yours  truly,  Reverend  F. 

A  NOTE  FROM  AN  AMERICAN  ANGLER. 

My  dear  Mr.  Marston, — Like  a  great  many 
others  I  am  very  much  interested  in  the  views  of 
many  of  your  correspondents  in  the  light  cane-built 
rod  question,  and  am  very  curious  to  learn  the  final 
result  arrived  at.  I  have  just  read  a  piece  by  Mr. 
W.  Dodds,  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  7,  and  want  to  say 
that  his  description  of  his  9ft.  5oz.  rod  is,  according 
to  my  ideas  and  experience,  the  proper  thing  for  a 
light  rod  for  open  fishing.  Mr.  Foster  writes  as 
though  the  proper  way  to  kill  a  trout  is  to  "  keel- 
haul "  him,  as  we  call  it,  and  get  him  to  creel  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  do  not  get  as  much  sport  in  being 
rough  on  the  fish  and  my  tackle  as  I  do  by  taking 
more  time,  and  allowing  the  fish  a  fair  chance  to 
fight  for  his  liberty,  his  frequent  rushes  making 
music  by  the  reel  which  is  always  a  welcome  sound 
to  me.  li  I  cared  nothing  about  playing  a  fish  and 
my  sole  object  to  kill  as  many  fish  as  possible  in  a 
given  length  of  time,  I  should  use  a  very  heavy  rod, 
and  put  on  all  the  strain  that  the  cast  would  stand, 
but  that  would  not  give  me  any  pleasure  in  fishing. 
To  kill  a  heavy  game  fish  on  light  tackle  where  it  is 
necessary  to  take  every  precaution  and  plenty  of 
time  is  better  sport  I  think.  I  have  rods  from 
2|oz.  up  to  6oz.,  but  have  no  doubt  there  are  places, 
such  as  I  have  seen  described  in  yoiu'  paper,  such  as 
weed  beds  on  each  side  of  a  stream,  where  a  heavier 
rod  is  necessary.  A  5oz.  9ft.  Leonard  or  a  Coz. 
10ft.  Leonard  will  handle  any  trout  or  landlocked 
salmon  we  have  if  in  open  water,  where  plenty  of 
line  can  be  used.  At  the  Upper  Dam  Pool,  Rangeley 
Lakes,  Maine,  last  July,  R.  N.  Parish  killed  a  salmon 
12Ib.  6oz.  on  a  6oz.  Leonard  rod,  and  in  quite  strong 
water.  Previous  years  he  has  killed  trout  8Ib.  lloz. 
and  91b.  12oz.,  and  salmon  101b.  4oz.  He  always 
uses  a  6oz.  rod.  These  trout  are,  as  you  know,  the 
speckled  trout,  which  grow  to  very  heavy  weights  in 
these  waters.  We  usually  carry  on  a  6oz.  rod 
40  yards  of  enamelled  silk  tapered  line,  and  I  have 
never  found  it  necessary  to  use  more  than  about 
25  yards  of  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  conditions 
must  govern  the  rod  that  is  to  be  used.  I  certainly 
would  not  want  to  take  out  my  4oz.  rod  if  I  saw 
that  it  was  blowing  a  gale,  or  if  I  was  going  on  to  the 
Upper  Dam  Pool  when  fish  were  on  the  rise.  I 
would  reserve  it  for  some  other  place  where  the  fish 
come  fast  and  rim  up  to  a  couple  of  poimds  or, 
perhaps,  a  larger  one  once  in  a  great  while.  No 
more  would  I  care  to  cast  all  day  a  6oz.  or  8oz.  rod 
arotind  the  shores  of  our  ponds  and  lakes  where  we 
have  plenty  of  room  for  a  good  fish  to  run,  unless  it 
was  diu-ing  a  howling  wind,  in  which  case  I  should 
probably  be  back  in  camp  domg  something  else.  I 
think  there  are  places  for  light  work  where  the  heavy 
ones  of  over  6oz.  would  be  imnecessary,  and  I  would 
rather  kill  one  41b.  trout  on  a  4oz.  or  5oz.  rod  than 
several  on  an  8oz.  or  lOoz.  rod.  I  wonder  if  your 
friends  look  at  it  in  this  light.— Yours  truly, 

Boston,  Massachusetts.  L.  O.  Crane. 


FISHING  IN  DONEGAL. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  fishmg  in 
Donegal,  trout  fishing  especially.  Would  the  middle 
of  Jime  be  a  good  time  for  this  district,  and  where 
would  be  a  good  centre  ?  If  any  reader  would 
kindly  give  his  experience,  including  probable  cost, 
and  any  hints  that  may  be  useful,  it  would  be  much 
appreciated  by — Yours  truly,  Novocastrian. 

OUGHTERARD  RECOMMENDED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  E.  R.  T.'s"  request, 
I  would  suggest  Oughterard  as  a  very  suitable 
locaUty  and  likely  to  answer  his  purpose  of  a  fort- 
night's fishing.  There  are  three  hotels  there,  where 
clean  accommodation  can  be  had  at  moderate 
prices,  say,  7s.  or  83.  per  day  ;  boat,  83.  per  day  for 
two  anglers ;  lunch  for  two  boatmen  extra. 

The  North  Western  Railway  Co.  issue  tourist 
tickets  at  a  very  moderate  sum  from  Euston,  and  I 
would  advise  '' E.  R.  T."  to  send  for  their  Irish 
tour  book,  which  is  replete  with  interest  and  worthy 
of  being  kept  for  future  reference.  An  angler  can 
leave  Euston  at  8.45  p.m.,  and,  travelling  by  mail 
train,  can  be  fishing  on  Lough  Corrib  at  1  p.m.  the 
next  day,  travelling  by  Holyhead,  Dublin,  and 
Galway.  He  wLU  probably  find  someone  there  glad 
to  share  in  the  boat. — Yours  truly, 

R,  G.  Sjuth, 
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GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  IN  JULY  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell 
1110  of  a  really  good  place,  not  expensive,  answering 
to  the  following  description,  where  one  can  spend  a 
quiet  fortnight  in  July  : 

Farmhouse  or  apartments  in  the  heart  of  the 
coimtry,  quite  near  to  lake  or  river  with  good  coarse 
fishing,  and  where  boat  is  obtainable.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation  of  reply.— Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  P. 

[Our  correspondent  should  get  a  copy  of  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company's  guide  to  farmhouse  and 
other  accommodation  for  visitors. — Ed.] 


"EXMOOR  TROUTLETS." 

Deak  Sir, — I  only  wish  to  say  a  very  few  words 
as  regards  "  S.  Wales's"  attack  upon  my  book, 
"  Exmoor  Streams,"  and  myself,  though  as  a  rule 
I  would  never  answer  anonymous  writers.  When  his 
"breath  was  taken  away"  all  his  reason  and 
courtesy  seem  to  have  gone  wdth  it. 

You,  sir,  have  been  kind  enough  in  your  note  to 
this  violent  letter  to  have  spoken  for  me.  All  I 
wish  to  suggest  to  "  S.  Wales "  is  that  before 
writing  in  sucli  a  perfervid  style  he  should  have 
read  my  book,  and  also  have  known  something  of 
Exmoor  trout. 

I  shall  not  write  more,  for  fear  of  following  his 
example  of  strong  language. — Yours  truly, 

C.  F.  Wade. 

P.S. — As  I  have  said,  these  trout  would  no  doubt 
grow  into  "grand  fellows,"  but  not  in  these  Exmoor 
stretuiis. 


RE  FISHING  WITH  A  MAP. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  the  above  letter,  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  my  expectations  have  been  realised. 
J  have  never  had  better  trout  fishing.  As  regards 
the  journey  from  England  to  this  place,  I  gave  the 
route  vid  Cologne,  as  there  would  be  no  changing 
carriages  as  far  as  Cologne ;  but  "  S.  P.  Q.  R."  could 
go  vid  Liege,  Ulflingen,  Gerolstein.  Cook's  offices 
will  give  reliable  information. — Yours  truly, 

Miirlenbach.  Piscator. 

[I  think  "Piscator"  omitted  to  send  his  name — 
not  for  publication. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

Sib, — As  I  occasionally  see  inquiries  in  your  paper 
re  fishing  in  Switzerland,  I  shall,  if  any  of  your 
readers  should  think  of  going  there  this  season,  be 
pleased,  on  receipt  of  stamped  addressed  envelope 
for  reply,  to  give  particulars  of  a  station  where 
many  miles  of  private  trout  streams  can  be  fished 
free,  charming  scenery,  and  plain  but  clean  and 
comfortable  quarters  at  four  francs  a  day.  The  fish 
usually  run  from  ^Ih.  to  l^lb.,  and  average  about 
Jib.  or  a  little  less. — Yours  truly, 

Melbourne  House,  D.  JoNES,  M.D. 

Aldershot, 


FISHING  AT  HUELGOAT. 
Deak  Sir, — If  "S.  P.  Q.  R."  does  not  hear  soon 
from  "  Oyster "  re  Huelgoat,  I  can  tell  him  all 
about  the  place,  having  often  been  there,  the  last 
time  in  1901,  and  expectto  be  there  theendof  May, 
The  best  hotel  is  the  Hotel  de  France.  "  S.  P.  Q.  R." 
should  address  Mr.  G.  Dugoy,  Hotel  de  France, 
Finisterre,  France,  G.  D.  is  a  capital  fellow,  and 
his  hotel  very  good  indeed.  Good  sanitary  matters, 
electric  light,  capital  cuisine,  and  very  moderate 
terms.  To  find  so  good  a  hotel  in  what  I  may  term 
the  Breton  Highlands  will  be  a  pleasant  surprise. 
Huelgoat  is  best  got  at  from  Morlaix,  whence  is  a 
light  railway  to  Huelgoat  station.  'Buses  meet 
most  trains,  for  the  drive  of  about  four  miles  through 
a  most  picturesque  valley  of  quite  Welsh  character. 
A  very  nice  river,  happily  called  the  Riviere 
D' Argent,  runs  through  the  valley,  and  there  are 
lots  of  trout,  but  the  first  mile  or  two  from  Huel- 
goat one  is  rather  bothered  with  bushes.  The 
'buses  will  drop  an  angler  anywhere  as  they  go 
to  the  station,  near  which  the  river  joims  a 
much  larger  stream,  not  so  much  wooded,  and  the 
same  '  buses  can  be  utilised  as  they  return  to  the 
hotel  in  the  evening,  or  it  is  a  pleasant  walk.  There 
is  another  beautiful  stream,  the  EUez,  on  the  way 
to  St.  Herbot.  Parties  are  often  formed  to  see  the 
beautiful  church  and  cascades  of  St.  Herbot,  and  a 
seat  can  be  got  thus  to  the  Ellez  Bridge,  a  four-mile 
drive,  and  many  hours'  fishing  had  before  it  is  time 
to  tramp  back  to  the  table  (Thole,  for  the  carriages 
will  have  returned.  G.  D.  will  pack  up'  a  lunch, 
for  one  would  miss  the  11  a.m.  ddjeilnei-:  The 
scenery  about  Huelgoat  is  lovely — quite  in  the 
Bettws-y-Coed  style — and  there  are  hundreds  of 
acres  of  fragrant  pines.  There  seems  to  be  no 
objection  to  fishing  anyTvhere  so  long  as  one  does 
not  damage  the  mowing  grass.  There  is  a  fine  lake 
at  Huelgoat,  but  fishing  in  this  is  not  allowed  ;  it  is 
private  property.  There  are  other  brooks  within  a 
walk,  all  containing  trout.  Trusting  this  may  be 
useful. — Yours  truly,  W.  S.  Buddicom, 


FISHING  AT  HUELGOAT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  that  a  correspondent  wants 
the  address  and  landlord's  name  of  the  hotel  at 
Huelgoat.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  cannot  remember 
it  now,  but  I  think  it  was  "  Hotel  de  France."  It's 
a  thousand  to  one  it  was.  When  there  is  but  one 
in  a  village,  that  is  usually  the  name. — Yours 
truly.  Oyster. 


FISHING  IN  DENMARK. 

Dear  Sib, — If  you  will  write  to  the  Danske 
Turistforening,  Copenhagen,  Ny  Ostergade  7,  I  am 
sure  you  will  receive  full  information. — Yours  truly, 

Leipzig.  Karl  Baedeker. 

[I  have  written  to  the  Tourist  Agency  for  infor- 
mation.— Ed.] 


MALFORMED  PIKE, 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  a  photograph  of  a  malformed 
pike  in  the  Fishing  Oazeite  for  May  2,  with  a  note 
by  the  editor  "  that  such  malformation  of  the  upper 
jaw  is  not  very  uncommon  in  trout,  but  that  he 
never  saw  a  pike  with  quite  such  a  curious  upper 
jaw." 

I  may  say,  sir,  that  my  keeper  sent  me  a  151b. 
pike  he  had  caught  in  Lough  Cullen,  in  Ireland, 
with  a  similar  malformation,  about  two  years  ago, 
saying  that  he  thought  the  fish  had  been  caught  as 
a  small  one  and  injured  by  hooks  or  otherwise  and 
returned.  I  understood  such  malformation  was 
not  uncommon  in  the  lakes,  and  was  put  down  to 
that  cause.  He  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  some 
men  cut  off  a  small  portion  of  the  jaw  of  a  small 
pike,  it  being  easier  to  extract  the  hooks  so,  and 
threw  the  fish  back  into  the  water.  I  make  no 
comment,  which  is  needless,  on  this. — Yours  truly, 

R.  F.  Ratcliff. 


SEA  OR  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING  IN 
NORWAY  OR  SWEDEN. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  feel  extremely  obliged  if 
you  could  give  me  any  information  as  to  the 
possibility  of  getting  any  really  reliable  sea-trout 
and  brown  trout  fishing  {free,  or  with  small  charge) 
during  the  month  of  August  in  some  quiet  but  not 
too  remote  part  of  Norway  or  Sweden.  Good  fly 
fishing  with  fair  hotel  accommodation  is  what  I  am 
anxious  to  find.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Matthew  E.  Muib. 


FINDING  THE  WEIGHT  OF  FISH. 
Dear  Sib, — I  think  that  the  plan  of  making  both 
ends  of  the  cord  fast  would  enable  the  angler  "  to 
play  fair,"— Yours  truly,  Royal  Navy. 

["  Royal  Navy  "  sends  a  sketch  showing  the  fish 
suspended  by  the  cord  from  a  bar  with  the  weighing 
machine  fastened  to  the  beam  instead  of  being  held 
in  the  hand.  It  would  be  all  right  if  there  is  a  bar 
handy. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  DENMARK. 

Deab  Sib, — We  are  very  sorry  not  to  be  able  to 
give  you  any  advice  about  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
in  Denmark.  We  do  not  think  there  is  any.  We 
have  asked  about  it,  but  without  any  result. 

We  hear  there  is  some  angling  for  salmon  near 
Randers,  in  Jylland,  but  it  is  in  private  possession. 

We  think  you  had  better  go  to  Norway  or  Sweden 
(especially  Norway),  and  for  the  matter  we  a,dvise 
you  to  ask  some  of  your  acquaintances  in  Christiania. 
Hoping  you  will  be  more  successful  there — Yours 
truly,  G.  C,  U. 

Copenhagen. 

[I  fear  that  there  is  not  much  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  in  Denmark  or  I  should  have  heard  about 
it.— Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  SHETLAND, 

Dear  Sir,— I  propose  going  to  Shetland  for  some 
brown  and  sea-trout  fishing,  especially  the  latter.  I 
should  feel  much  obliged  to  any  of  your  readers  who 
would  kindly  give  me  any  information  as  to  quarters, 
wages  of  boatmen,  tackle,  and  best  districts  to  fish. 
Can  flies  and  local  lures  be  obtained  at  Lerwick  ? 
Is  it  possible  to  get  good  sport  wading,  and  so  dis- 
pense with  boatmen  ?  What  would  be  the  best 
time  to  go  for  sea-trout  ?  I  expect  to  get  away  for 
the  last  fortnight  in  August,  Would  it  be  worth 
while  taking  a  gun  ? — Yours  truly,  J. 

Penzance. 


FISHING  IN  FINLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  where  I  can  obtain  up-to-date 
information  re  salmon  fishing  in  Finland  ?  and 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  S.  S. 

{Several  letters  af-e  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Discovery  of  Bacillus  Salmonis  Pestis — "  The 
Cause  of  Salmon  Disease." 

I  HAVE  received  from  Mr.  W.  L.  Calderwood, 
Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  for  Scotland,  an  illus- 
trated Blue  Book,  entitled,  "  The  Cause  of  Salmon 
Disease,"  a  paper  by  Mr.  J.  Hume  Patterson,  of  the 
Bacteriological  Laboratory  of  the  Corporation  of 
Glasgow.  It  has  been  generally  supposed  that  it 
was  the  flufFy,  mouldy  fungus  Saprolegnia  ferax 
which  killed  the  salmon  and  other  fish  attacked 
with  "  fungus,"  but  after  careful  and  exhaustive 
experiment  Mr.  J.  H.  Patterson  is  able  to  state  con- 
fidently— to  have  proved,  in  fact — that  the  growth 
of  the  Saprolegnia  ferax  occurs  only  after  the  de- 
struction of  the  tissues  of  a  fresh-water  fish  by  the 
action  of  a  bacillus,  which  Mr.  Patterson  has  dis- 
covered, and  calls  Bacillus  salmonis  pestis.  I  hope 
all  who  are  interested  in  the  salmon  disease  will 
study  Mr.  Patterson's  admirable  paper  on  this  very 
important  discovery,  on  which  he  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated. His  experiments  showed  that  fish  inoculated 
with  pure  cultures  of  saprolegnia  remained  alive  and 
healthy,  and  the  conclusions  he  arrived  at  are — 

1.  The  fungus  Saprolegnia  ferax  is  not  the  cause 
of  the  salmon  disease. 

2.  The  disease  is  due  to  the  invasion  of  the  tissues 
of  the  fish  by  a  special  bacillus  (Bacillus  sal- 
monis pestis). 

3.  The  bacillus  gains  access  through  abrasion  or 
ulceration  of  the  skin,  and  the  disease^  is 
apparently  not  contracted  when  the  skin  of  the 
fish  is  in  a  healthy  state. 

4.  Bacillus  salmonis  pestis  can  be  transmitted 
from  dead  diseased  fish  to  other  dead  fish  in  the 
same  water. 

5.  Bacillus  salmonis  pestis  can  be  transmitted 
from  dead  fish  to  living  fish  in  the  same  water, 
and  since  dead  fish  are  a  suitable  nidus  for  the 
growth  of  the  bacillus  it  is  obviously  desirable 
to  have  all  the  dead  fish  removed  from  the 
river  immediately  they  are  observed  and 
burned,  as  by  simply  burying  the  germ  is  left 
in  a  condition  to  be  again  carried  into  the 
stream. 


C.  The  fact  that  the  bacillus  grows  profusely 
when  placed  in  a  freezing  mixture  of  ice  and 
salt,  while  a  temperature  of  37  deg.  Centigrade 
(98'6  Fahrenheit)  soon  destroys  it,  shows  the 
cold  season  is  more  favourable  to  its  growth. 

7.  Fish  akin  to  salmon  are  more  susceptible  to 
the  disease  than  others  ;  rainbow  trout,  river 
trout,  and  sea  trout  when  attacked  succumbed 
in  from  two  to  four  days,  while  dace  and  gold- 
fish died  in  about  eighteen  and  thirty-five  days 
respectively. 

8.  Bacillus  salmonis  pestis  grows  well  in  sea  water, 
whereas  Saprolegnia  does  not  grow  at  all ;  there- 
fore, a  diseased  salmon  entering  the  sea  and 
returning  to  the  river  apparently  free  from 
fungus  cannot  be  said  to  be  free  from  the 
disease. 

American  Notes; 

The  following  interesting  notes  are 'from  Mr. 
Theodore  Gordon : — 

"  From  all  reports  the  early  fishing  is  unusually 
good  this  spz-ing  in  eastern  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania, but  the  weather  has  been  quite  cold,  with 
high  winds.  In  some  localities  ice  formed  an  inch 
in  thickness  on  still  water  near  the  Beaverkill  last 
week.  Trout  are  running  large,  and  about  one 
half  of  the  baskets  have  been  fario  and  the  other 
half  fontinalis.  The  high  water  of  last  year  pre- 
served the  fish,  and  from  now  on  until  late  in  June 
sport  should  be  good.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  James 
Ogden  sent  me  a  pattern  of  his  hackled  May  Fly, 
and  I  have  found  that  a  fly  tied  in  the  same  way, 
but  with  a  yellow  dun  hackle  right  down  the  body, 
is  very  killing  on  some  of  our  large  streams  in  May 
and  June.  It  is  on  the  order  of  the  Egyptian 
goose  Nymph  illustrated  in  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford's 
works.  The  ridiculously  long  hackle  does  not  inter- 
fere with  hooking  the  fish,  although  I  had  expected 
that  it  would.  Sometimes  trout  do  not  take  a  dry 
fly  well,  they  flop  at  and  try  to  drown  it.  I 
remember  seeing  it  stated  (in  Primes'  charming 
book  '  I  go  a-Fishing,'  I  believe)  that  trout  always 
struck  a  fly  with  their  tails  before  seizing  it.  They 
may  do  this  at  times,  certainly  not  always.  Any- 
one who  has  not  read  that  book,  however,  has  a 
treat  in  hand.  I  place  it  on  the  same  shelf  with 
'  Little  Rivers.'  Some  men  are  so  full  of  the  milk 
of  human  kindness  that  it  exudes  at  every  pore. 
Our  master,  Izaak,  has  many  worthy  disciples  at 
the  present  time,  men  who  love  to  be  quiet  and  go 
a- fishing,  yet  who  do  much  good  in  the  world  they 
live  in.  The  best  of  fly  fishing  is  that  it  never 
loses  its  charm.  I  have  known  many  men  who 
gradually  lost  their  taste  for  and  gave  up  shooting, 
never  one  to  whom  fiy  fishing  became  indifferent. 
Age  has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  one  is  always 
learning  something,  so  the  pursuit  is  ever  fresh  and 
new. 

"  There  cannot  be  much  doubt  that  it  adds  to 
the  pleasure  of  fishing  to  take  trout  with  flies  made 
by  the  angler's  own  fingers,  but  many  men  cannot 
find  time  either  to  learn  to  tie  flies  or  to  collect  the 
materials  necessary.  I  know  that  I  find  it  rather 
laborious  to  make  flies  at  night  after  a  long  day  on 
business  intent.  The  great  trouble  in  this  country 
is  to  get  feathers  and  other  things  pertaining  to 
these  counterfeit  presentments.  That  takes  much 
time  and  patience,  and  it  is  practically  impossible 
to  find  some  of  the  articles  readily  obtainable  in 
England.  I  know  a  number  of  men  who  make 
split-bamboo  rods  for  their  own  use,  and  this  is  far 
more  difficult  than  fly  making.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  the  diSerent  styles  and  actions  of  rods 
turned  out  to  suit  individual  peculiarities.  One 
friend  makes  his  rods  as  stiff  as  pokers  in  the 
lower  joints,  the  top  running  down  very  fine  and 
fiexible.  This  is  to  prevent  the  fme-di-awn  gut  he 
uses  habitually  from  being  broken  in  the  strike. 
I  could  not  cast  thirty  feet  comfortably  with  one 
of  these  rods.  Another  friend  fishes  with  a  little 
8-foot  rod  and  a  big  handle  ;  the  rod  proper  weighs 
almost  nothing,  though  the  handle  carries  the 
weight  up  to  over  8oz.  Many  men,  many  minds. 
The  most  magnificent  weapon  I  ever  possessed  was 
ridiculed  by  a  relation  of  mine  who  is  a  good  fisher- 
man. I  wish  that  the  good  anglers  of  England, 
with  whom  it  is  an  article  of  faith  that  the  American 
rod  is  whippy  and  trifling,  could  see  some  of  the 
rods  I  have  handled  recently.  One  thing  I  am 
sure  of,  and  that  is  with  an  American  rod  of  lOoz. 
to  lloz.  and  suitable  Una  and  reel  the  largest 
salmon  can  be  landed  in  a  reasonable  time.  Such 
a  rod  would  cost  about  £8  sterling. 


Tiieaker's  Gut  Casts,  Etc. 
Messrs.  J.  Theaker  &  Co.,  of  2,  Broad  Marsh, 
Nottingham,  send  me  samples  of  their  three-yard 
gut  casts,  stained  smoky  blue  or  copper  colour,  at 
4s.  per  dozen,  either  "  strong,"  "medium,"  or  "  fine," 
and  wonderfully  good  they  are  considering  the  price  ; 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  their  hooks  on  gut  for 
match  fishing — IG-inch  gut,  crystal  hooks,  3x,  4x, 
5x,  or  6x,  twelve  for  lOd.  Fly  fishers  who  use 
tapered  casts  would  find  Theaker's  fine  3-yard  cast."* 
excellent  for  cutting  off  a  bit  of  fine  gut  to  replace 
used-up  ends. 

It  does  not  Look  as  if  the  Sea  was  Fished  Out. 

"  The  three  divisions  of  the  United  Kingdom 
show  somewhat  divergent  tendencies  as  regards  fish 
other  than  sliell-fish.  In  England  and  Wales  the 
quantity  landed  was  the  greatest  recorded,  but  the 
total  value  was  less  than  in  cither  of  the  two  pre- 
ceding years.  In  Scotland  both  quantity  and 
value  were  the  greatest  recorded.  In  Ireland  the 
quantity  landed  was,  on  the  other  hand,  the  lowest 
recorded  since  the  statistics  have  been  collected.  In 
the  United  Kingdom,  as  a  whole,  neither  the 
quantity  nor  value  has  ever  been  surpassed." 

This  extract  from  the  Government  Blue  Book 
relating  to  the  sea  fisheries  of  the  United  Kingdom 
is  very  interesting,  as  it  shows  that  1902  was  a 
record  year.  The  weight  of  fish  landed  direct  from 
the  sea  on  our  coasts,  that  is,  excluding  fish  im- 
ported and  excluding  shell-fish,  was  17,902,000 
cwt.,  and  the  value  £9,296,000,  although  the  market 
price  was  less  than  ever. 


Are  there  any  Eels  in  the  Lea  now  ? 

It  is  some  time  since  I  heard  of  an  eel  being 
caught  in  the  Lea,  and  I  should  be  much  obliged 
to  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  can  give 
me  information  on  the  point.  The  eel  fry,  or 
elvers,  will  ascend  rivers  for  hundreds  of  miles  if 
the  water  is  pure  enough,  but  I  do  not  think  the 
Lea  and  Lower  Thames  have  been  passable  for 
elvers  for  some  years.  In  the  eighties  there  were 
plenty  of  eels  in  the  Lea.  In  the  Thames  there 
will  always  be  eels,  even  if  the  water  below  London 
is  ten  times  more  poisonous  than  even  at  present, 
as  the  elvers  can  get  into  the  Upper  Thames  from 
the  English  and  Bristol  Channels  through  the 
Thames  and  Severn  and  Kennet  and  Avon  Canals. 
The  last  Thames  eels  I  saw  were  some  very  fine 
ones  which  had  been  taken  dead  from  the  river 
opj)Osite  Kew  Gardens.  Formerly  elvers  ascended 
the  Thames  from  the  North  Sea  in  countless 
millions  every  year. 

Fishing  in  Shetland.- 

Anglers  who  think  of  going  to  Shetland  should 
invest  sixpence  in  a  little  "  Angler's  Guide  to  the 
Lochs  that  can  be  fished  from  St.  Magnus  Hotel, 
HiUswick,  Shetland."  The  author,  Mr.  C.  J.  H. 
CasseUs,  evidently  knows  a  good  deal  about  his 
subject,  and  mentions  lochs  which  he  says  have 
rarely  if  ever  been  fished,  except  once  or  twice  by 
himself.  There  are  [over  100  lochs  in  one  of  the 
parishes; 

Swiss  Alpine  Nails  for  Brogues; 

Messrs.  Hill  &  Son,  of  4,  Haymarket,  send  me 
their  catalogue,  and  on  page  6  I  find  illustrations  of 
cogs,  studs,  spikes,  screws,  Swiss  nails,  etc.,  with 
particulars  of  the  work  each  is  intended  for  and 
price  per  dozen  and  100.  The  S'wiss  nails,  Uke 
those  illustrated  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  are  only 
Is.  6d.  per  100  ;  but  they  should  be  clamped  to  the 
outer  sole  before  that  is  fastened  to  the  boot  or 
brogue.  Anglers  interested  should  send  for  the 
catalogue;  R.  B.  ]\Iarston. 


GRAVE  CHARGES  AGAINST  THE  IRISH 
GOVERNMENT— DO  THEY  SHIELD 
SHANNON  POACHERS? 


The  following  extract  from  the  Limerick  Chronicle 
should  be  read  by  all  interested  in  salmon  fishing  in 
Ireland : — • 

"  A  Glaring  Injustice. 

"  For  a  long  time  past  the  Limerick  Fishery 
Board  has  been  vigorously,  and  with  very  good 
reason,  protesting  against  the  action  of  the  autho- 
rities, in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  with. 
respect  to  the  reduction  of  fishery  fines.    It  is  a 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


May  16,  1903 


well-known  fact  that  the  Conservators  have  very 
limited  funds  at  their  disposal  for  the  protection  of 
the  immense  waterway  under  their  jurisdiction,  and 
especially  of  the  numerous  spawning  streams  and 
rivers  abutting  the  Shannon.    The  protection  of  the 
salmon  during  the  spawning  season  is  obviously  a 
duty  of  the  first  importance.    It  is  estimated  that 
a  fish  lays  one  thousand  eggs  to  every  pound  of  its 
•weight,  and  it  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  immense 
havoc  is  wrought  to  the  fisheries  by  the  destruction 
of  fish  in  the  spawning  beds.    The  Conservators  are 
doing  their  best  to  check  such  a  truly  lamentable 
and  criminal  practice  by  instituting  prosecutions 
against  the  ubiquitous  poacher  wherever  possible. 
But  how  are  the  Board  met  by  the  authorities  in 
Dubhn  Castle  ?    Simply  by  a  systematic — some- 
times a  remission  altogether — reduction  of  the  fines, 
to  such  an  extent  that  often,  after  the  payment  of 
soUcitors'  costs  and  witnesses,  the  Board  have  been 
actually  the  losers  by  these  proceedings  at  law.  The 
figures  submitted  by  the  secretary  at  last  Thurs- 
day's meeting  (May  7 ),  as  fully  reported  in  our  issue 
for  that  day,  speak  for  themselves,  and  reveal  a 
most  extraordinary  state  of  affairs.    The  action  of 
the  authorities  in  persistently  ignoring  the  oft- 
expressed  views  of  the  Conservators  is  simply  in- 
exphcable,  and  their  action  in  reducing  the  penalties 
a  glaring  injustice,  more  especially  as  they  are  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  business  supphed  with  the  details 
of  each  case  by  the  officials  of  the  Fishery  Board. 
From  a  purely  business  point  of  view,  it  is  evident 
th^t  things  cannot  go  on  as  they  are — the  Conser- 
vators cannot  be  expected  to  throw  good  money 
after  bad,  and  if  they  carry  out  the  determination 
(as  expressed  in  their  resolution)  to  make  no  further 
prosecutions,  nobody  can  blame  them  ;    but  the 
authorities  in  DubUn  Castle  will  not  be  held  blame- 
less by  the  pubhc  for  the  serious  consequences 
which  are  certain  to  ensue  to  the  fisheries  of  the 
Shannon."- 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Conservators  re- 
ferred to  above  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  proposed  the 
following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved, — That  owing  to  the  evident  wish  of 
the  authorities  at  Dubhn  Castle,  as  shown  by  their 
systematic  remitting  and  reducing  of  fines,  that  the 
Fishery  Laws  of  Ireland  should  not  be  enforced,  and 
taking  into  consideration  the  unsatisfactory  finan- 
cial condition  of  this  Board,  which  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  action  of  the  authorities,  that  the 
Board  refuse  to  undertake  any  prosecutions,  and 
that  they  hereby  throw  the  whole  responsibiUty  for 
such  injuries  to  the  fisheries  as  may  occur  owing  to 
their  action  on  the  authorities."- 

The  resolution  was  passed. 

The  amount  of  penalties  imposed  by  the  Limerick 
magistrates  on  poachers  for  the  past  seven  years 
was  £1,352  10s.,  reduced  on  memorial  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  £289  15s.  6d.  The  amount  spent  by 
the  Board  in  law  charges  alone  in  securing  the  con- 
victions was  over  £250.  What  is  at  the  bottom  of 
this  most  extraordinary  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  ?  We  cannot  believe  there  is  not 
some  good  answer  to  the  charges  made. 


MAY  FLIES,  MIDGES,  ETC. 

Midges  are  too  small  and  delicate  for  the 
majority  of  fly-fishers  to  bother  about.  It  is  a 
bother  to  fasten  them  on  your  cast,  and  other 
objections  are  raised,  but  I  think  it  well  repays 
all  your  trouble  if  you  can  overcome  the  suspicions 
of  a  l|lb.  or  21b.  trout  by  fishing  for  him  with  one 
of  these  tiny  midges.  Some  of  the  best  I  have  seen 
for  a  long  time  were  sent  to  m?  the  other  day  by 
Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss,  23,  First-street,  Walton-street, 
London,  S.W.  Anyone  who  is  partial  to  Midges 
should  get  a  few  of  Mr.  Anstiss's  three  light  patterns 
— namely,  Sky-Blue  Midge,  Olive  Midge,  and  Yellow 
Dun  Midge.  They  almost  want  a  magnifying-glass 
to  do  justice  to  them.  I  never  saw  neater  work, 
and  should  like  to  see  the  same  patterns  on  hooks 
up  to  No.  1.  Mr.  Anstiss  also  sends  me  some  first- 
class  May  Flies — both  Green  Drakes,  Grey  Drakes, 
and  Spent  Gnat,  or,  rather,  fly,  for  gnat  is  a  mis- 
nomer for  an  insect  with  a  spread  of  wings  like  this. 
The  midges  are  2s.  a  dozen  and  the  May  Flies  4s., 
though  the  trouble  of  dressing  the  midges  must  be 
far  more  than  in  the  case  of  the  large  flies. 

I  do  not  know  where  Mr.  Anstiss's  fly-makers 
come  from,  but  they  have  not  got  much  to  learn. 
He  also  sends  me  a  neat  Uttle  illustrated  catalogue 
and  various  samples  of  gut  and  gut  casts,  which  are 
good  but  not  cheap.    One  shilling  and  sixpence  is 


quite  a  price  to  give  nowadays  for  a  fine  three- 
yard  gut  cast,  even  if  it  is  made  of  six  lengths  of 
gut  only — that  is,  each  strand  is  18in.  Half  a 
dozen  strands  of  drawn  gut,  each  20in.  in  length, 
are  not  dear  for  Is.  R.  B.  M. 


NOTES  ON  MAHSEEK  FISHING. 

By  MaJOH-GeNEEAL  R,  BBACKENi 

{Concluded  from  jiaje  301.) 

It  was  my  experience  that  a  minimum  amount  of 
skill  in  casting  only  was  really  requisite,  although  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  more  water  is  searched  and 
the  better  the  fly  or  bait  is  presented  the  greater 
will  be  the  sport,  as  in  all  fishing.  All  that  was 
usually  necessary  was  to  get  the  line  out,  and  the 
rapacity  of  the  fish  did  the  rest,  resembhng  in  this 
respect  the  well-known  Kodak  advertisement, 
"  Press  the  button,  we  do  the  rest,"  for  he  often 
left  Httle  enough  for  the  angler  to  do.  He  is  a 
greedy  feeder,  and  although  he  generally  takes  the 
fly  quietly,  with  a  sob-like  noise  of  absorption  on 
the  surface,  he  goes  at  the  spinning  bait  like  a  Hon, 
seizing  it  savagely  in  his  rush  with  a  sort  of  blow, 
which  tells  you  at  once  he  means  business,  and  in 
either  case,  directly  he  feels  the  unaccustomed 
restraint  of  the  line,  which  is  generally  at  once,  he 
makes  an  impetuous,  determined  rush,  which  is 
simply  irresistible,  and  to  which  everything  must 
give  way.  The  slightest  check  is  fatal,  and  it  is 
therefore  as  necessary  to  see  that  everything  runs 
clear  as  it  is  in  whaUng.  A  pliant  rod  that  will 
readily  yield  to  the  sudden  wrench  will  often  save  a 
break,  whilst  an  easily  running  winch  is  very  desir- 
able. It  is  perhaps  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say 
that  in  casting  it  is  a  very  requisite  precaution  to  see 
that  the  fine  is  clear  at  the  top  of  the  rod  each  fjuow, 
for  a  mahseer  takes  when  least  expected.  I  have 
often  had  my  spoon  or  minnow  seized  as  it  touched 
the  water,  and  this  has  also  frequently  liappened 
when  spinning  with  natural  dead  bait,  although,  as 
the  mahseer  usually  swim  deep  in  deep  pools,  deep 
spinning  is  generally  desirable.  The  first  rush  is  the 
great  rush.  Its  length  must  depend  upon  the  size 
and  character  of  the  fish,  and  is  governed  to  a  great 
extent  by  the  size  and  character  of  the  water,  but 
there  is  no  stopping  or  controlling  it.  He  is  deter- 
mined to  go,  and  go  he  will  hke  an  arrow  from  the 
bow.  All  that  the  angler  can  do  is  to  follow  if 
practicable  in  order  to  save  his  line,  and  to  reel  up 
when  possible.  If  he  survives  the  first  rush,  he 
should  be  fairly  sure  of  his  fish,  for  his  tackle  is 
strong  and  the  hooks  well  in.  The  subsequent  play 
of  a  mahseer  is  very  hke  that  of  a  salmon,  consisting 
of  successive  runs  with  constant  and  varied  endea- 
vours to  get  rid  of  the  hooks.  A  mahseer  always 
bores  towards  the  bottom,  and  endeavours  to  keep 
there  until  tired  out,  and  it  is  generally  a  sign  that 
he  is  beaten,  or  at  least  that  you  are  beginning  to 
get  on  terms  with  him,  when  he  permits  a  glimpse  of 
the  gut  cast  to  be  seen.  A  mahseer  rarely  or  never 
throws  itself  or  jumps  out  of  the  water  as  a  salmon 
does,  and  its  play  lacks  this  special  excitement.  On 
one  occasion,  with  a  441b.  fi-sh  at  the  end  of  about 
100  yards  of  fine,  I  bore  hardly  upon  him,  and 
caused  him  to  come  to  the  surface.  He  did  not 
attempt  to  jump,  but  rushed  across  the  river,  some 
50  yards,  with  almost  the  whole  of  his  body  exposed 
until  he  reached  the  opposite  bank.  This  is  the  only 
instance  of  the  kind  I  ever  experienced  or  heard  of. 
I  killed  this  fish  in  thirty  minutes — a  short  time, 
but  my  tackle  was  treble  gut  of  the  very  best 
quality.  At  the  same  time  I  know  an  excellent 
sportsman,  now  resident  in  Westmorland,  who 
hooked  a  large  fish  in  the  Beas  river  at  7  a.m.  and 
who  was  obliged  to  cut  his  line  at  7  p.m.,  simply 
because  the  mahseer  was  in  every  sense  his  master, 
allowing  him  up  to  the  end  of  the  time  to  exercise 
no  control  whatever,  and  he  also  had  the  very 
strongest  tackle,  but  was  powerless  with  it. 

It  is  not  possible  to  specify  for  India  generally 
the  best  time  for  mahseer  fishing.  We  at  home 
have  our  early  and  late  rivers,  and  in  that  large 
country  the  time  varies  with  the  locality.  In  the 
south  it  is  decided  by  the  monsoons,  whilst  in 
Bengal  it  depends  upon  the  rains,  as  well  as  upon 
the  discoloration  due  to  the  melting  of  the  Hima- 
layan snows.  I  am  best  acquainted  with  the  Punjab 
rivers,  having  put  in  over  twenty-five  years  in  that 
province  and  on  the  frontier,  but  I  have  also 
travelled  in  Kashmir,  and  have  had  grand  sport  in 
the  Jhelum  and  in  its  tributaries.  The  smaller 
streams  are  fishable  from  the  banks  and  by  wading. 


The  largest  rivers  require  a  boat  or  a  description  of 
Welsh  coracle  called  a  durea,  made  by  fastening  a 
charpoi,  or  native  bedstead,  on  to  inflated  buffalo 
skins.  I  never  used  india-rubber  waders,  and  I 
much  doubt  if  they  would  stand  the  climate.  I  in- 
variably went  into  the  water  as  I  was,  and  never 
experienced  any  ill  effects,  but  I  always  took  the  pre- 
caution to  keep  moving  and  to  avoid  sitting  or 
standing  about  out  of  the  water  in  wet  things,  and 
I  made  a  point  of  changing  my  clothes  as  soon  as  I 
had  finished  fishing.  The  early  season  for  sjiort  in 
Northern  India  is  prior  to  April,  when  the  snows 
melt  and  put  a  complete  stop  to  mahseer  fishing, 
except  with  live  bait.  The  rivers  are  not  again  in 
order  before  September,  which  is  by  far  the  better 
time,  but  has  the  disadvantage  of  being  also  the 
malarious  fever  season,  and  although  visitors  travel- 
Ung  through  the  country  are  not  so  hable  to  infec- 
tion as  are  the  natives  who  are  resident  in  the 
valleys,  still  it  is  always  advisable  to  be  provided 
with  the  ordinary  specifics,  and  I  found  quinine, 
chlorodyne,  and  iodine  useful  companions  in  general 
emergencies  for  either  prevention  or  cure.  A  few 
grains  of  quinine  in  a  little  brandy  is  a  wonderful 
preventive  to  ward  off  an  attack  of  fever  whenever 
uncomfortable  symptoms  threaten.  Still  the  mala- 
rious or  tertiary  fever,  to  which  one  is  liable  when 
fishing,  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  jungle 
fever  of  the  Terai.  a  far  worse  type,  and  bad  enemy 
to  be  really  feared. 

Itmay  be  of  interest  to  give  here  a  short  description 
of  an  expedition  I  made  into  Kashmir,  encumbered 
with  the  impediments  entailed  by  wife  and  children, 
together  with  a  small  army  of  ayahs,  servants, 
ponies,  camp  equipage,  and  the  numerous  necessary 
appendages  from  which  a  poor  benedict  in  India 
never  escapes,  and  which  are  hardly  conducive  to 
sport.  I  had  in  consequence  to  take  my  chances  of 
fishing,  seizing  the  opportunity  as  I  best  could,  and 
I  was  never  able  to  arrange  to  encamp  for  sport  only, 
as  I  should  have  done  had  I  been  alone.  The 
Kashmir  route  from  the  Murree  is  so  well  known 
that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  dilate  upon  it.  I 
killed  my  first  fish  on  this  trip— a  15-pounder~at 
the  small  bridge  across  the  stream  running  into  the 
Jhelum,  about  a  mile  on  the  Murree  side  of  Kohala 
bridge.  Between  this  place  and  Baramoola  sport 
can  always  be  had,  especially  at  the  junction  of  any 
of  the  many  mountain  streams  wth  the  Jhelum. 
At  these  spots  mahseer  invariably  lie.  I  killed 
several  fine  fish  from  within  easy  reach  of  the 
different  travellers'  bungalows  we  put  up  at  en 
route.  Travellers  in  Kashmir  will  doubtless  recol- 
lect the  pohce-guard  placed  by  the  Maharajah  about 
four  or  five  miles  from  Baramoola  to  prevent  con- 
traband baggage,  animate  more  than  inanimate, 
from  being  smuggled  through.  Just  below  this 
guard-house  is  a  grand  take  for  mahseer,  a  shelving 
water,  where  monsters  congregate. 

From  Baramoola  I  took  the  short  cut  down  the 
river  in  a  boat,  accompanied  by  my  wife,  and  as  we 
approached  a  part  of  the  stream  that  there  divided 
into  two  rapids  a  huge  mahseer  that  must  have 
exceeded  1001b.  jumped  clear  of  the  water  -within 
a  few  feet  of  us,  so  close  as  almost  to  liit  the  gun- 
wale, sending  the  spray  all  over  us,  and  causing  a 
startled,  involuntary  scream  from  my  wife.  We 
returned  from  Kashmir  by  the  Poonch  route,  so 
well  known  to  Indian  anglers  from  the  magnificent 
sport  obtainable  between  the  town  Poonch  and  the 
junction  of  the  Poonch  river  with  the  Jhelum  at 
Trangrote.  At  our  first  encampment,  some 
twelve  miles  down  the  river,  I  took  out  with  me  (in 
default  of  my  shikari)  Ahmed,  my  cook  and  kit- 
mutgar,  who  had  never  used  a  gaff  or  even  seen  a 
mahseer,  I  beheve,  except  professionally  in  his 
cuhnary  operations.  I  hooked  at  once  a  lively  fish 
of  181b.,  which  neither  Ahmed  nor  I  could  gaff  from 
the  high  bank,  and  which  he  retrieved  in  native 
fashion,  throwing  off  his  turban  and  shoes  and  going 
in  head  first,  and  bringing  out  the  fish  in  his  arms 
in  triumph,  his  teeth  fixed  in  the  shoulder.  At 
another  pool  I  noticed  a  large  flat  rock  under  a  tree, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  that  was  worn  per- 
fectly smooth,  and  I  was  wondering  what  could  have 
caused  its  even  shiny  appearance,  when  I  hooked  a 
fish  of  81b.,  and  a  fine  dog-otter  suddenly  appeared 
and  took  a  prominent  seat  on  the  rock,  from  which 
he  watched  me  play  and  land  the  mahseer,  licking 
himself  over,  and  not  showing  the  shghtest  fear. 
This  rock  had  probably  been  for  ages  the  basking 
spot  of  otters  innumerable. 

At  the  next  encampment  I  lost  a  favourite  spaniel, 
carried  oft'  by  a  leopard  when  out  with  me.  I  also 
experienced  the  following  case  of  rapacity_6n  the 
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part  of  a  maLseer.  I  was  landing  a  fish  of  61b., 
when  a  monster  rushed  at  it  and  seized  its  tail, 
eventually  disappearing  with  half  of  the  fluke.  I 
tried  the  next  morning  for  the  big  fish  in  the  same 
pool,  and  hooked  a  201b.  fish,  which  was  followed 
no  doubt  during  the  time  I  played  it  by  its  mate, 
and  no  sooner  had  I  landed  the  first  one  than  I  was 
into  the  other,  which  proved  to  be  of  exactly  the 
same  weight.  Lower  down  the  river  the  following 
circumstance  took  place.  I  was  fishing  a  spoon, 
armed  with  double  hooks,  at  the  tail  of  a  fine  rapid, 
when  I  hooked  a  fish  of  about  81b.  evidently  by  the 
upper  flight,  and  either  outside  or  on  the  edge  of 
his  mouth,  for  as  I  was  playing  him  a  second  fish 
of  a  much  larger  size  seized  the  spoon,  which  must 
have  been  free  in  the  water,  and  became  hooked  by 
the  lower  flight.  For  a  moment  the  two  heads 
appeared  together  above  the  surface,  and  then  there 
was  a  violent  rush  that  nearly  pulled  the  rod  out 
of  my  hands  and  me  on  to  my  face,  and  in  a  second 
the  rings  connecting  the  hooks  with  the  spoon 
parted,  and  both  fish  were  gone. 

My  best  sport  on  this  trip  was  when  encamped 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  junction  of  the 
Poonch  and  Jhelum  rivers.  On  leaving  India  my 
wife  destroyed  old  diaries  containing  my  sporting 
records,  and  therefore  I  cannot  give  particulars  for 
the  whole  of  this  expedition,  but  I  happily  have  a 
note  regarding  this  particular  pool,  and  I  find  I 
killed  the  first  day  two  fish  of  461b.  and  441b. 
respectively ;  and  on  the  next  day  I  killed  seven 
fish,  weighing  361b.,  171b.,  161b.,  141b.,  101b.,  81b.,  and 
81b.  each,  or  1991b.  in  the  two  days.  I  also  have 
notes  of  two  other  red-letter  days  on  this  trip.  On 
one  occasion,  with  the  locust-fly,  and  fishing  up 
stream  close  to  a  precipitous  bank,  so  as  to  give 
the  fly  the  appearance  of  having  fallen  from  the 
rock,  I  landed  sixteen  mahseer  of  various  weights. 

Again,  at  the  village  called  Pathanan  Ke  chuk, 
or  the  water-mills  of  the  Pathans,  I  was  well  aware 
that  small  fish  are  invariably  attracted  by  the 
bran  from  such  mills,  and  was  not  at  all  sur- 
prised to  find  a  large  number  collected  there.  I 
put  on  the  locust-fly,  and  landed  fifteen  mahseer  in 
a  very  short  time.  On  this  occasion  I  had  proof 
of  the  singular  veneration  with  which  the  British 
Government  and  their  officers  are  regarded  by  a 
large  proportion  of  the  lower  native  classes,  as  being 
possessed  of  powers  quite  beyond  their  ordinary 
comprehension.  The  old  Hindoo  in  charge  of  the 
mills  watched  me  catching  these  mahseer,  appa- 
rently with  the  greatest  ease,  and  when  I  wound  up 
my  line  for  tiffin  he  came  up  and  begged  me  to  allow 
him  to  see  the  bait  with  which  I  had  caught  so  many 
fish.  He  took  the  fly  into  his  hand,  twisted  it  about, 
and  then  returned  it  to  me  with  a  look  of  deep 
respect  and  admiration,  shrugging  his  shoulders, 
and  remarking,  "  Sirkar  ke  Ikbal,"  or  the  "  Prestige 
of  the  Government."  On  another  occasion,  when 
on  a  fishing  trip  several  hundreds  of  miles  from 
Poonch,  in  the  Kohat  district,  Punjab  Frontier, 
I  happened  to  arrive  at  a  small  pool  in  a  diminutive 
stream  when  en  route  for  the  larger  river  in  which  I 
intended  to  fish.  I  was  riding  a  camel,  and  from 
the  high  bank  noticed  a  small  fish,  that  turned  out 
to  weigh  31b.,  just  imder  the  surface,  rising  con- 
tinuously at  gnats.  I  dismoimted,  put  together 
my  trout  rod,  and  attaching  a  gnat-fly  to  the  cast, 
caught  the  fish  at  once.  Whilst  so  engaged  two 
white-bearded  old  Mahomedan  Pathans  came  up 
and  commenced  a  conversation  with  my  man,  and 
when  I  had  reeled  up  they  asked  to  see  the  bait. 
Although  of  an  entirely  different  nationality  to  the 
Hindoo  miller  they  acted  precisely  as  he  did,  looked 
at  the  diminutive  fly,  stroked  their  beards,  and 
said,  "Allah  kerim "  ("God  is  merciful"),  then 
shrugged  their  shoulders,  and  remarked,  "  Sirkar 
ke  Ikbal."  On  a  third  occasion  I  was  shooting 
chikore  in  the  Kulu  Valley,  again  hundreds  of  miles 
from  either  of  these  other  places.  I  happened  to 
kill  seven  birds  in  succession,  out  of  a  strong  covev, 
in  full  view  of  a  native,  who  was  ploughing  some 
distance  below  me.  He  left  bis  plough  and, 
running  up,  asked  me  to  show  him  my  gun.  After 
turning  it  round  several  times,  and  noticing  the 
difference  between  the  short  handy  breech-loader 
and  his  own  unwieldy  matchlock,  he  returned  it  to 
me,  saying,  "  Sirkar  ke  Ikbal."  I  think  this 
simple  coincidence  of  remark  throws  some  Ught  on 
the  manner  in  which  India  is  governed. 

Let  me  conclude  this  rather  discursive  article  by 
relating  an  unusually  curious  episode  when  fishing 
for  barbel.  I  was  on  this  occasion  in  a  boat  on  the 
Jhelum,  above  Sirinugger,  in  Kashmir.  Suddenly  I 
saw  one  of  the  large  black  snakes  that  are  so  very 


common  in  this  locality  crossing  the  river,  here  some 
fifty  or  sixty  yards  wide,  its  head  and  neck  well  out 
of  the  water,  and  its  body  more  or  less  exposed  in 
the  action  of  swimming.  I  directed  my  boatman  to 
paddle  within  casting  distance,  and  then  threw  a 
large  fiy  over  it,  with  which  I  hooked  it  securely  in 
the  neck.  The  snake  did  its  best  to  resist,  rolling 
its  body  over,  but  not  attempting  to  dive.  It  was, 
however,  powerless  against  the  movement  and 
weight  of  the  boat  and  rod,  and  I  landed  it  without 
trouble.  It  was  over  six  feet  long.  No  sooner  was 
it  knocked  on  the  head  than  my  boatman  called  out 
that  another  was  coming,  and,  sure  enough,  a 
second  snake  of  the  same  size  could  be  seen  following 
in  the  track  of  its  mate.  I  again  repeated  the  ex- 
periment in  the  same  manner,  hooking,  landing, 
and  kilUng  the  other,  both  snakes  having  been  killed 
•mth.  the  rod  in  less  than  halfa  n  hour.  An  incident 
such  as  this  is  typical  of  Indian  sport,  the  unex- 
pected so  often  happening,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
do  not  suggest  that  there  was  any  sport  in  the  easy 
capture  of  these  two  snakes. 


THE  WEATHER  IN  NORWAY. 


Third  Weekly  Weather  Report  for 
Season  1903. 

The  telegrams  this  week  from  the  various  districts 
are : — In  the  north  in  the  Namsen  district  the  river 
Namsen  is  rising  and  the  weather  milder.  In  the 
Trondhjem  district  the  Gula  river  is  of  middle  size, 
and  a  salmon  has  already  been  caught  in  the  nets 
inside  freshwater  at  Melhus,  about  7  kilometres  up 
the  river  from  the  sea.  At  Bergen  the  weather  is 
colder  than  that  experienced  last  week,  and  in  a 
river  in  the  Dalsfjord  two  fish  have  been  caught. 
At  Mandal  the  weather  is  also  colder,  and  the 
river  is  therefore  falling  again.  On  the  Undal  river, 
next  to  the  Mandal,  forty-two  fish  have  been  caught 
by  rod  by  English  tenant  since  May  1.  The 
salmon  season  in  the  south  of  Norway  is  decidedly 
early,  and  there  is  plenty  of  fish  on  the  coast  in 
that  district.  James  Dowell, 

May  11.   


REPORTS  BE  RIVERS  IN  NORWAY, 
1903. 


Thomas  Wilson,  Sons  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  have 
much  pleasure  in  sending  the  following  copies  of 
further  reports  which  they  have  received  from  their 
agents  in  Norway  : — 

From  Bachke  &  Cc^  Trondhjem,  May  6,  1903. 

Fishing  Rivers. — The  weather  has  been  rather 
cold  lately,  and  consequently  not  had  much  influ- 
ence on  the  snow  in  the  mountains.  In  some  parts 
snow  is  still  left  in  the  valleys.  The  rivers  are 
free  of  ice,  but  by  reason  of  the  cold  weather  they 
have  as  yet  very  little  water.  When  fishing  can 
commence  depends  on  the  weather  we  are  to  get 
now.  Our  friends  say  first  week  in  June  may  be 
about  the  right  time  for  the  fishermen;  to  say 
earlier  may  result  in  disappointment. 

From  G.  Birkeland,  Christiansund  N.; 
April  28,  1903. 

Fishing  Rivers. — With  regard  to  fishing,  I  have 
again  had  word  from  Simdalen,  dated  April  27, 
which  I  beg  to  report.  "  As  very  much  snow  has 
fallen  between  April  14  and  18,  besides  severe 
frosts,  we  suppose  here  that  the  fish  will  not  come 
earlier  this  year  than  usual,  and  apparently  the 
rivers  are  going  to  be  suitable  the  whole  season." 

From  0.  R.  Olsen,  Bergen,  May  6,  1903. 

The  weather  has  changed  from  cold  to  mild  during 
the  past  ten  days  all  over  from  Namsos  down  to 
Christiansand.  Spring  is  therefore  approaching 
rapidly  everywhere  in  this  country,  and  if  weather 
continues  mild,  and  still  more  if  we  get  rain,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  salmon  fishing  will  begin  the  first 
or  second  week  in  June  on  most  rivers,  and 
end  of  May  in  early  waters.  Snow  still  lays  thick 
as  the  weather  has  not  yet  been  warm  enough  to 
affect  it  in  the  high  mountains.  The  prospects  for 
the  angling  season  are  at  present  all  that  can  be 
desired. 

From  T.  G.  Jonasen,  Stavanger,  May  7,  1903. 

The  prospects  of  the  salmon  fishing  are  very 
good  indeed.  Reports  from  different  parts  of  this 
district  state  that  there  are  salmon  about,  and 
several  good-sized  fish  have  been  caught  lately. 
Owing  to  frost  in  the  mountains  the  snow  is 
disappearing  very  slowly,  and  doubtless  the  rivers 
will  be  full  of  water  throughout  the  season. 


THE  BLOODWORM  AND  A 

SPECIAL  HOOK  FOR  IT. 

One  of  the  Finest  All  -  Round  Baits  fob 
Roach,  Dace,  Gudgeon,  and  Most  of  the 
Cyprinoids,  as  well  as  for  Ruffe 
and  Perch, 

By  Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov,  St.  Petersburg. 

I  do  not  remember  having  met  in  the  English 
literature  of  angling  with  anything  Uke  a  detailed 
description  of  this  most  kilHng  bait ;  in  fact,  the 
only  mentions  of  which  I  remember  are  those  that 
occur  in  Francis  Francis'  standard  "  Book  on 
Angling  "  and  in  Greville  Fennell's  excellent  "  Book 
of  the  Roach."  But  in  both  these  books  tl  e  blood- 
worm is  mentioned  in  a  very  cursory  manner  only. 

In  France — especially  in  and  about  Paris — its  use 
is  pretty  extensive  ;  it  is  also  very  largely  used  in 
some  parts  of  Russia — chiefly  in  Moscow  and  its 
neighbourhood,  where  it  is  considered  (and  justly 
so)  as  the  bait  of  baits  for  certain  seasons. 


Winter-fishing  (through  holes  cut  in  the  ice)  is 
carried  on  by  very  many  of  the  Moscow  anglers 
from  the  lower  classes  as  a  profession,  and  it  is 
astonishing  what  a  nice  lot  of  money  some  of  them 
manage  to  earn  in  the  winter  time.  Ruffe  is  the 
fish  mostly  sought  after  by  them,  as  it  is  in  great 
demand  for  fish  soup  {oukha)  ;  but  of  course  other 
fish  come  to  hook  as  well.  The  bloodworm  is  the 
bait  for  this  kind  of  fisliing.  If  there  were  no 
bloodworms  the  professional  anglers  of  IVIoseow 
would  have  to  throw  up  winter  angling  altogether. 
Then  comes  spring  angling  (we  have  no  close  season 
in  this  country),  and  the  bloodworm  continues  to 
hold  its  own  till  the  middle  of  June — sonietimes 
later — when  a  break  of  two  to  two  and  a  half 
months  occurs,  during  which  space  of  time  other 
baits  (ants'  eggs  and  silk-weed)  do  better ;  but 
about  the  end  of  August  the  bloodworm  comes  to 
the  front  again.  Up  to  the  present  time  its  use  is 
chiefly  Umited  to  angling  for  the  following  fish  : — 
Ruffe",  gudgeon,  dace,  roach,  and  nosefish  (Chon- 
drostoma  nasus).  It  is  less  important  for  perch, 
chub,  and  ide  {Idus  melanotus),  only  the  smaller  of 
these  (perch  up  to  half  a  pound,  and  chub  and  ide 
not  exceeding  two  to  two  and  a  half  pounds)  being 
caught  occasionally  with  the  bloodworm.  It  is  but 
fair  to  remark  that,  in  aU  UkeUhood,  this  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  large  specimens  of  the  large-mouthed 
fish  seem  to  have  a  decided  predilection  for  nice 
"  sizeable  "  baits,  and  I  think  that  if  it  were  possible 
to  get  a  nice  big  bunch  of  bloodworms  on  to  the 
hook  much  larger  fish  would  be  caught  with  it ;  but 
it  is  just  here  that  the  difficulty  lies. 

The  bloodworm  is  the  larva  of  one  of  the  Tipu- 
lidcE — the  Chironomus  plumosus — a  gnat  which  is 
very  plentiful  everywhere  where  there  is  sufficient 
stagnant  or  slow-running  water  with  a  fine  layer  of 
soft  mud  at  the  bottom  for  the  larva  to  Uve  in.  In 
Moscow  it  is  mainly  obtained  from  most  of  the 
large  ponds,  of  which  there  are  a  good  many  in  that 
city.  The  mud  is  taken  up  from  a  depth  of  about 
6ft.  to  7ft.  by  means  of  scoops  with  long  handles,  and 
is  washed  thoroughly  in  sieves  of  sufficiently  close 
mesh  to  prevent  the  worms  from  passing  through. 
The  "  thorough  "  washing  is  a  very  simple  matter 
indeed.  One  has  only  to  pour  water  in  at  the  top 
of  the  sieve  until  all  the  mud  is  dissolved  and  washed 
away,  when  the  worms  wiU  be  left  at  the  bottom  of 
the  sieve,  together  with  small  vegetable  debris  that 
are  too  large  to  pass  through  the  meshes.  This  is 
the  stage  at  which  the  most  "  tricky  "  part  of  the 
operation  comes  in.  Having  kept  the  sieve  with 
the  worms  out  of  the  water  for  some  time,  so  as  to 
get  rid  of  as  much  moisture  as  possible  (five  to  ten 
minutes  at  the  outside),  you  immerse  the  bottom  of 
the  s:eV3  into  the  water  slowly  and  gradually,  when 
all  the  worms  will  rise  to  the  surface,  biioyed  up  by 
small  air  bubbles  that  form  about  them.  The 
debris  being  sodden  with  water  cannot  dry  in  such 
a  short  space  of  time,  and  therefore  remain  at  the 
bottom  while  the  worms  are  floating  and  wriggUng 
on  the  surface  of  the  water,  trying  to  get  to  the 
bottom,  but  unable  to  do  so  on  account  of  the  air 
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bubbles.  They  are  now  removed  by  means  of  a 
small  shallow  net,  as  used  in  aquaria,  and  kept  in  a 
moist  rag  (it  is  essential  that  it  be  not  too  wet)  on 
moist  sand  in  a  nice  cool  place — say,  about  8deg. 
by  Celsius,  out  of  the  reach  r,f  rats.  Some  say  that 
tea-leaves  are  the  best  material  to  keep  them  in,  and 
if  one  has  a  refrigerator  at  hand  it  might  be  well 
worth  for  him  to  give  it  a  trial. 

As  to  the  appearance  of  the  bloodworm,  it  may 
be  fairly  correctly  described  as  "  a  small  wriggling 
bit  of  transparent  skin  filled  with  a  blood-red  fliiid," 
about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  long  and  one-six- 
teenth of  an  inch  thick.  The  head-part  of  this 
deh'cate  creature  is  of  dark-green  colour,  and  some- 
what tougher  than  the  rest  of  the  body.  Fine  wire 
hooks  of  a  very  exaggerated  length  in  the  shank  are 
used  for  this  bait — Kirby  or  Sneck  shape  (usually 
the  former),  with  eyed  sliank,  the  length  of  the 
latter  being  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in 
No.  10  size.  The  usual  style  of  baiting  is  to  put 
the  hook  through,  across  the  heads  of  several 
worms,  so  as  to  have  them  dangle  on  the  bend 
bunch-of-keys  "  fashion,  concealing  the  point  of 
the  hook  in  the  body  of  one  of  therd.  It  will  be 
»'bvious  that  this  style  of  baiting  affords  a  most 
excellent  opportunity  for  the  fish  to  "  knock  off  " 
the  bait,  or  to  suck  it  out,  leaving  nothing  but  the 
empty  skins  on  the  hook.  Taking  into  considera- 
tion the  high  standard  of  education  which  the  fish 
of  the  Moskva  river  (where  the  bloodworm  is  chiefly 
used)  have  attained,  one.  must  not  wonder  at  the 
enormous  percentage  of  unsuccessful  "  swims " 
which  do  not  bring  in  anything  but  empty  skins  on 
the  hook  ;  nevertheless,  it  is  but  a  poor  consolation 
to  the  angler  to  know  that  his  lack  of  success  is  not 
due  to  any  fault  of  his,  but  to  the  tenderness  of  the 
bait  and  the  "  cussedness"  of  the  fish. 

_  Allien  I  used  to  fish  on  the  Moskva  river  in  the 
eighties  I  soon  found  out  that  the  usual  way  of 
baiting  with  the  bloodworm  is  not  by  any  means 
the  most  satisfactory  one,  and  I  soon  worked  out  a 
style  of  my  own,  using  fine  wire  round  bend  or 
Crystal  hooks — Nos.  10  to  14 — and  impaling  the 
worm  in  the  same  style  as  if  I  were  baiting  with  a 
small  red-worm  or  brandling,  that  is,  inti'oducing  the 
point  of  the  hook  into  the  first  joint  (the  "  head- 
part  ")  of  the  worm,  and  working  up  the  latter  on  to 
the  bend,  so  as  to  leave  a  very  small  bit  of  the  tail 
only  to  dangle  about.  The  percentage  of  "  mis- 
strikes  "  was  reduced  at  once  to  an  enormous  extent, 
and  bloodworm  fishing  became  much  more  of  a 
pleasure  than  it  had  been  heretofore.  But  this 
style  of  baiting  is  not  without  its  disadvantages. 
First  of  all,  it  requires  a  very  keen  sight  and  a  very 
great  delicacy  of  touch,  and  T  am  sorry  to  say  that 
at  the  present  time  I  do  not  find  it  an  easy  matter 
to  bait  with  a  single  bloodworm  in  the  style 
described.  Besides,  one  small  bloodworm  is  not 
so  attractive  as  a  la.rger  bunch,  and  it  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  larger  fish  are  to  be  caught  with  a 
bunch  of  bloodworms  than  a  single  bloodworm. 

The  difficulty  of  baiting  with  bloodworms  has 
induced  me  to  construct  some  special  hooks  for 
this  bait,  in  which  it  is  not  impaled  in  any  style, 
but  simply  kept  in  situ — "  nipped  " — by  means  of 
a  supplementary  springy  limb  of  the  shank,  which 
may,  preferably,  end  in  a  second  hook.  The  bend  of 
these  hooks  is  of  a  peculiar  shape,  specially  adapted 
to  the  requirements  of  the  case,  and  I  have  ample 
reasons  to  think  that  it  is  a  very  good  one.  These 
special  bloodworm  hooks  are  made  in  two  patterns. 
In  the  earlier  one  the  natural  tendency  of  the 
shanks  is  to  spread  out,  and  they  are  compressed 
by  means  of  a  sliding  ring  of  fine  wire  worldng 
along  the  shank.  The  hook  is  pushed,  with  the 
lower  angle  of  the  bend  foremost,  into  the  knot  of 
bloodworms  (they  always  huddle  together  in  a  very 
compact  mass)  until  its  points  are  covered,  when 
the  ring  is  pushed  downward  from  the  eye,  where  it 
rests  when  the  shanks  are  spread  out,  toward  the 
bend,  to  a  point  somewhere  about  a  quarter  or  one- 
eighth  of  an  inch  above  the  points.  The  pressure 
it  exercises  on  the  shanks  is  amply  sufficient  to 
prevent  the  delicate  worms  from  wriggUng  out, 
while  it  is  sufficiently  light  not  to  crush  or  cut  them. 
In  the  second  pattern  the  shanks  are  kept  closed  by 
means  of  a  specially  shaped  spring  forming  part 
and  parcel  of  them.  The  side-limbs  of  this  spring 
being  compressed  causes  the  shanks  to  open,  when 
the  hook  can  be  pushed  into  the  knot  of  blood- 
worms as  described  above.  The  pressure  on  the 
side-limbs  of  the  spring  being  removed,  the  elas- 
ticity of  the  latter  presses  the  shanks  against  each 
other,  "  nipping  "  a  supply  of  worms  bet\yeen  them. 
The  sketches  given  will  assist  the  readers  in 


forming  a  correct  idea  of  the  two  patterns  of  hooks 
described  above.  It  may  be  useful  to  mention  that 
they  are  made  in  sizes  from  10  to  15,  and  that  the 
most  useful  sizes  are  the  smallest  ones.  Both 
patterns  are  protected,  and  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  and 
Co.,  of  Redditch,  are  the  sole  makers  of  same. 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  H,  G.  Cutcliffe,  F.R.O.Si 

{Continued  from  page  304.) 
CHAPTER  IV  —continued: 

From  what  has  been  previously  stated  concern- 
ing the  difference  between  the  sluggish  deep 
stream  and  the  merry,  Uvely,  boiling  brook,  it 
must  not  be  expected  that  any  or  scarcely  any 
similarity  should  be  described  in  the  manner  of 
fishing  the  two — the  former  essentially  requiring 
the  wily  temper  to  dissemble,  and  by  false  imita- 
tion deceive  the  cautious  trout ;  the  latter  aflbrd- 
ing  a  scope  for  a  new  practice  over  and  beyond 
that  of  simple  imitation  of  natural  food,  and  based 
on  the  principle  of  the  character  of  the  fish  and 
his  boldness  and  tyranny:  remembering  the  uni- 
versal maxim,  however,  that  the  fisherman  miist 
be  wholly  concealed,  which  maxim,  in  the  case  of 
the  clear  swift-running  brook,  will  be  found  diffi- 
cult to  carry  out,  and  will  cost  some  httle  labour 
and  experience  to  perfectly  accomplish. 

And  now,  to  the  uninitiated,  let  me  briefly 
recapitulate  what  may  elsewhere  be  found  in 
different  parts  in  alluding  to  small  rapid  stony- 
bottomed  streams  or  brooks.  Remember  that 
the  trout  are  pretty  constantly  feeding,  but  that 
their  food  varies.  They  feed  early  in  the  morning, 
and  seem  especiallj'-  fond  of  an  early  breakfast ; 
therefore  you  cannot  be  too  early  by  the  river- 
side. If  a  trout  sees  you,  or  any  part  of  your 
dress  or  tackle,  distinguishing  it  from  local  objects, 
you  will  not  catch  him,  and  probably  will  not 
catch  his  neighbours  either.  Conceal  yourself, 
therefore,  entirely,  rod  and  all,  by  every  means 
(and  these  are  numerous)  in  your  power.  Regard 
a  pool  or  river,  or  any  portion  of  water  you  ap- 
proach, with  a  most  scrutinising  ej^e,  and  endeavour 
constantly  to  pick  out  the  exact  spot  where  every 
fish  is  lying  ;  practise  this,  and  you  will  soon 
catch  every  fish  favourably  situated.  Give  every 
rapid-running  stream  credit  for  a  great  number 
of  fish,  so  every  Ukely  spot  mil  be  fished  as  though 
you  were  convinced  a  trout  were  there  :  this  con- 
viction firmly  fixed,  will  make  you  fish  at  all 
times  in  the  same  determined  but  cautious  manner, 
and  your  reward  will  encourage  you.  Note  in 
your  mind  the  exact  spot  from  whence  every 
fish  you  move  proceeds,  whether  you  kill  him  or 
not ;  observe  the  manner  in  which  he  took,  lost, 
or  refused  your  hook  ;  and  reflect  on  the  way 
in  which  you  worked  for  him,  and  the  different 
circumstances  influencing  your  sport  at  the  time, 
as  wind,  weather,  colour,  and  height  of  water ; 
if  successful,  think  for  what  rewarded — if  unsuc- 
cessful, cast  the  blame  on  yourself  manfully,  and 
reason  with  yourself  in  what  way  you  were  wrong, 
and  how  in  future  you  may  be  right.  Never 
lose  these  practical  lessons  by  saying  to  yourself 
that  the  fault  was  the  trout's,  but  reflect  at  all 
times  on  your  proceedings,  and  your  reasoning 
will  soon  conduct  you  to  more  successful  practice. 
Remember  that  in  rapid  streams,  rapid  movements 
are  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  trout ;  his  action 
is  wonderfully  rapid,  so  be  quick  in  eye  and  hand  ; 
in  the  latter,  the  utmost  rapidity  with  the  least 
possible  force  is  required  :  the  trout  has  a  force 
which  may  be  either  opposing  or  concurring  with 
his  movements,  in  the  rapid  course  of  the  water, 
and  the  voluntary  force  he  himself  exerts  may  be 
towards  or  away  from  you  in  direction  ;  learn, 
then,  to  calculate  instantaneously  your  advantages 
and  his,  when  you  strike  him,  for  your  fly  must  be 
into  him  instantly — nor  neglect  these  forces  if  you 
are  obhged  to  play  him  out.  Remember  that  a 
trout  sees  best  upwards,  forward,  and  on  one  side 
— less  easily  backwards  and  upwards — and  but 
httle,  if  at  all,  directly  backwards.    Keep  behind 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Kapid  Streams:  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St,  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  3s.  6d.,  post  free. 


his  tail  then,  fish  up  stream,  and  keep  your  head 
as  close  to  the  level  of  the  water  as  you  can.  Keep 
as  short  a  line  at  all  times  as  possible  ;  creep  and 
crawl— get  down  to  tlio  water's  edge,  or  into 
the  stream  itself  ;  use  every  artifice  you  can  for 
concealment ;  throw  up  stream,  but  do  not,  if 
j'ou  can  help  it,  let  out  line  to  reach  a  fish.  Throw 
boldly  and  with  exact  precision  ;  and  provided 
you  are  fishing  rapid  water,  and  throwing  up 
stream,  yourself  being  concealed,  care  less  about 
your  fly  pitching  very  lightly  than  its  pitching  in 
the  right  spot  to  an  inch,  and  in  the  right  manner 
for  his  taking  it ;  you  vnll  soon  catch  plenty  of 
trout,  though  you  have  made  your  fly  enter  the 
water  with  even  a  little  splash,  and  will  learn  how 
to  work  your  fly  when  it  has  pitched  in  the  water, 
a  matter  next  only  in  importance  to  the  spot  where 
it  should  pitch.  Keep  your  line,  from  fly  to  reel, 
"  taut." 

The  practice  I  recommend  is,  to  be  by  the 
water  very  early — not  later  than  six  a.m.,  during 
the  summer  months.  Do  not  be  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  turning  out  of  bed  at  four  a.m.,  for  you 
may  be  assured,  if  you  do  so  a  few  times,  you  will 
agree  with  me  in  saying  that  a  fisherman  who 
comes  to  the  river  at  nine  or  ten  loses  a  large 
portion  of  a  day's  pleasure.  I  reflect  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  on  the  many  early  walks  I  have 
taken  up  the  Devonshire  valleys  to  reach  the  spot 
I  intended  to  commence  my  day's  fishing  ;  and 
most  truly  enjoyable  and  dehghtful  is  a  walk 
before  the  sun  is  up  to  reach  some  beauteous 
valley,  and  there  to  witness  the  rays  of  the  rising 
sun  bursting  through  the  morning  haze  and  mist, 
clearing  the  atmosphere  just  now  partially  obscured 
by  the  vapouring  air,  but  now  rarefied  to  allow 
a  more  extended  scene.  Pardon,  reader,  my 
hinting  at  the  pleasure  I  remember  before  getting 
to  the  water — make  the  experiment  yourself, 
and  I  shall  have  your  forgiveness  Arrived  at 
the  water,  my  usual  practice  has  been  to  com- 
mence with  the  worm,  and  continue  with  this  bait 
until  I  find  the  fish  are  not  taking  it  well ;  I  then 
change  for  the  artificial  fly,  and  with  this  I  work 
away  as  long  as  I  am  confident  I  have  the  best 
advantage  with  it.  Now,  I  may  say,  that  for 
early  morning,  perhaps  from  four  a.m.  to  ten  a.m., 
generally,  the  worm  will  beat  the  fly  ;  supposing, 
in  this  statement,  that  they  be  each  managed 
with  equal  skill  by  the  fisherman.  As  a  general 
rule,  in  a  complete  day's  work,  the  fly  will  beat 
the  worm  in  numbers,  but  the  worm  has  the  advan- 
tage in  point  of  size.  The  worm  is  decidedly  the 
more  uncertain  bait  of  the  two,  that  is,  somelimes 
you  can  hardly  kill  a  fish  with  it,  at  other  times 
you  may  kill  them  rapidly  ;  with  the  fly  you  may 
always  kill  some  fish,  but  sometimes  more  than 
others  ;  therefore,  if  they  take  the  worm  well, 
stick  to  it ;  if  they  do  not  take  it  well,  waste  no 
time,  but  change  to  the  fly  ;  to  persist  with  the 
worm  when  they  are  taking  i)adly  is,  in  my  opinion, 
a  waste  of  time.  And  as  we  must  give  a  separate 
chapter  to  worm-fishing,  we  will  say  a  httle  more 
about  the  fly.  I  prefer  to  use  two  flies  only  for 
up-stream  fishing  ;  you  are  better  able  to  throw 
and  to  work  two  flies  in  the  water,  and  can  better 
command  them  with  the  rod ;  and,  moreover, 
you  can  more  keenly  observe  when  a  fish  moves 
than  you  could  with  three  flies  ;  a  short  collar  of 
stout  gut,  which,  however,  must  be  round  and 
clear — four  or  five  Hnks  are  quite  enough — will  be 
b3tter  managed  than  very  fine  gut,  which,  after 
soaking,  becomes  so  limp  that  it  is  difficult  to  keep 
the  collar  "  taut "  in  the  water  ;  the  stouter  gut 
is  stiffer  and  more  easily  managed,  and  the  objection 
to  its  being  seen  more  easily  will  be  found  practi- 
cally of  no  importance  in  up-stream  fishing. 

{To  be  continued.) 


MANAGEMENT  OE  THE  EIVEE 
THAMES. 

The  London  Anglers'  Association  have  forwarded 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Gerald  WiHiam  Balfour,  M.P., 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  a  petition  "  in 
the  matter  of  the  pending  legislation  with  reference 
to  the  Management  of  the  River  Thames."  It  is  a 
lengthy  document,  and  we  hope  to  refer  to  it  more 
fully  later.  When  we  say  that  it  is  signed  by  the 
president,  PhiliiD  Geen,  and  R.  G.  Woodruff,  secre- 
tary, with  the  consent  of  the  whole  body  of  members 
enrolled  on  the  Anglers'  Association,  it  will  be  con- 
ceded that  the  executive  is  aUve  to  the  interesta  of 
its  members. 
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FKESH-WATEE  AQUAKIA.* 
By  the  Rev,  Geeqoey  G.  Bateman,  A.KO.j 

(Continued  from  page  265.) 
CHAPTER  Vlll.— continued, 

The  Black  or  Small-mouthed  Bass  (Grystes  nigri- 
cans or  Micrepterus  dolomieu)  (Fig.  113)  has  already 
been  described  at  some  length.  Since  the  remarks 
there  referred  to  were  written  this  interesting 
and  useful  American  game  fish  has  been  estab- 
Ushed  in  this  country  as  well  as  on  the  Continent. 

Black  Bass  fishing  is  perhaps  more  popular  in 
America  than  even  that  of  Salmon  or  Trout ;  not 
because  it  is  more  attractive,  but  by  reason  of  its 


for  an  Aquarium,"  which  is  taken  almost  word  for 
word  without  any  acknowledgment  from  the  former 
edition  of  this  book,  with  the  exception  of  the  last 
few  words,  some  of  which  I  now  quote  as  an  endorse- 
ment of  my  remark  in  regard  to  the  tameness  of  the 


The  Rock  Bass,  or  Red-eye  (Amhliopsis  rupe-stris), 
is  another  species  of  Bass  occasionally  imported  into 
this  country  and  sold  for  aquarium  purposes.  It  is 
a  useful  food  fish,  and  grows  to  a  length  of  from  lOin. 
to  12in.  It  is  found  in  the  Canadian  Lakes,  and  as 
far  South  as  Louisiana.  It  is  some- 
times advertised  for  sale,  and  costs 
about  Is.  6d.  While  in  captivity  it 
should  be  treated  as  suggested  for 
the  other  Basses. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  HOLIDAY  EAMBLE. 


Fig.  113.  Black  Bass  (Micboptebus  dolomieu). 

it'ivm  a  photograph  hy  the  Author.') 

being  generally  more  easily  obtained,  particularly 
during  the  chief  hoUday  time  of  the  year,  and  supply- 
ing nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  good  sport  and  heavier 
baskets. 

In  this  country  owners  of  fishing  waters  frequently 
hesitate  to  introduce  Black  Bass  into  their  rivers, 
lakes,  and  ponds,  chiefly  because  they  fear  for  their 
trout.  Indeed,  their  fears  are  not  unfounded,  for 
the  Black  Bass  is  extremely  pugnacious,  and  is  able 
to  do  fatal  damage  to  an  opponent  by  means  of  its 
formidable  dorsal  fin.  It  is  also  a  great  feeder  on 
fish  smaller  than  itself. 

As  already  mentioned.  Black  Bass  weigh  occasion- 
ally 81b. — and  I  have  read  of  one  fish  scaSng  as  much 
as  121b.,  and  measuring  27in.  in  length  and  9in. 


Fig.  ll-t.    A  Small  Shoal  of  Mi.vn^ows  (Leuciscus  phoxi.tos) 
{Prom,  a  photograph  iy  the  Author.) 


across  the  body.  It  was  said  to  have  been  caught 
in  Lake  Minnetonka,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota.  A 
fish  which  weighs  2|lb.  is  about  15in.  long,  and  one 
which  scales  81b.  is  about  2ft.  in  length  and  possesses 
girth  of  a  Uttle  more  than  17in. 

The  baits  generally  used  for  these  fish  are  Mn- 
nows  (Fig.  114),  frogs,  spoon-baits,  crayfish,  worms, 
crickets,  grasshoppers,  and  artificial  fUes  as  big  as 
those  made  for  salmon.  The  use  of  the  fly  supphes, 
as  a  rule,  by  far  the  best  sport. 

Black  Bass  vary  in  colour  and  marking  not  a 
little.  They  may  possess  any  shade  of  green  from 
light  to'almost  black,  either  spotted  or  barred.  The 
Black  Bass  is  a  member  of  the  family  Centrarchidce, 
which  contains  ten  genera  of  Perch-like  fishes,  but 
it  and  its  relatives  are  distinguished  from  the  true 
Perches  (Percidce)  by  the  possession  of  at  least  three 
spines  on  the  anal  fin.  AH  Centrarchidce  are  more 
or  less  suited  for  a  life  in  the  aquarium,  and  while  in 
confinement  quickly  become  very  tame. 

In  an  American  magazine  devoted  to  sport  I 
found  an  article  headed  "  How  to  Make  and  Care 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 


5^  Fig.  115.  Labge-mouthed  Bass  (MiCBoriEBus  sa 

{Prom  a  photograph  Vy  the  Author.) 

Black  Bass.  "  I  have  had  a  Black  Bass  as  tame  as 
a  dog.  When  the  time  came  for  me  to  feed  him  he 
would  swim  near  the  surface,  watching  my  move- 
ments. I  could  hold  the  food  two  or  three  inches 
above  the  water,  and  he  would  jump  at  it,  and  tear 
it  out  of  my  hand."- 

Those  who  possess  rather  large  ponds  would  not 
be  Hkely  to  regret  stocking  them  with  a  few  of  these 
interesting  and  useful  fish,  which  supply  both  sport 
and,  if  the  cooking  be  not  at  fault,  most  delicious 
food.  Besides,  there  is  always  a  ready  market  for 
healthy  young  Bass. 

The  Large-mouthed  Bass  (Micropterus  salmoides) 
(Fig.  115),  also  known  as  the  Trout  Bass,  differs  in 
appearance,  as  may  be  easily  seen  from  the  photo- 
graphs, from  the  Black  Bass.  Both  fish,  indeed, 
are  commonly  known  as  Black  Bass,  but  are  dis- 
tinguished from  each  other  by  the  epithets  "  Large - 
mouthed  "  and  "  Small-mouthed."- 

The  mouth  of  M.  salmoides  extends  to  some  dis- 
tance behind  the  eye,  while  that  of  M.  dolomieu  ends 
just  beneath  the  eye.  The  scales  on  the  cheeks  of 
the  latter  are  small,  while  those  on  the  cheeks  of  the 
former  are  larger.  As  a  game  fish  for  food  and 
sport  the  SmaU-mouthed  Bass  is 
far  superior  to  his  larger-mouthed 
relative. 

The  Trout  Bass,  however,  is  a 
good  inmate  of  an  aquarium, 
and  is  very  hardy  and  easily 
obtained;  but  care  must  be  taken 
that  it  is  not  associated  with  fish 
smaller,  or  even  as  small  as 
itself.  It  may  be  fed  upon 
garden  worms,  minnows,  and  flies. 

The    CaUco    Bass  (Pomoxys 
sparoides)    (Fig.    116)    can  be 
easily   distinguished  by  means 
of  his  photograph  from  the  two 
basses  Just  mentioned.    It  is  a 
lively  and  beautiful  little  fish, 
and  well  adapted  for  life  in  an 
aquarium.     This  Bass  is  also 
useful  for  table  purposes,  being 
a  fish  of  an  excellent  flavour. 
Like  the  SmaU-mouthed  Black  Bass,  it  is  a  very 
suitable  species  for  stocking  ponds.    It  is,  however, 
small  in  comparison  to  its  somewhat  distant  relative 
just  mentioned.    It  can  be  bought  in  this  country 
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Fig.  116.    Calico  Bass  (Pomoxys  spaboides). 

{From  a  photograph  by  the  Author.) 

for  about  half  a  crown,  and  may  be  fed  while  in  con- 
finement upon  garden-worms  and  pieces  of  raw 
meat. 

In  a  state  of  nature  "  it  is  found  from  New  Jersey 
to  Georgia,  in  the  Great  Lake  region,  and  through 
the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  Valleys." 


The  cold,  inclement  weather  which 
prevailed  throughout  the  early  part 
of  April — save  on  Good  Friday,  an 
ideal  summer's  day,  and  almost  un- 
precedented— withering  without  dis- 
crimination the  fruit  blossom  all  over 
LiroiDEs).       ^}^g  land,  has  been  succeeded  by  con- 
ditions equally  as  propitious  as  the 
former  were  distressing,  and  the  hopes 
of  anglers  and  farmers  alike  are  at  last  in  the 
ascendant.  On  no  river  or  stream  in  any  one  county 
can  it  be  said  that  the  season's  early  trout  fishing 
has  been  a  success  ;  there  are  no  exceptions — all 
have  suffered  aUke  from  the  unrelenting  boreal 
blasts. 

There  has  been  a  copious  downfall  of  rain  ;  the 
air  is  warmer  in  consequence,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  barometer  portends  a  frequency  of  fine 
days.  Though  the  close  of  spring  trouting  is  fast 
advancing,  there  is  still  some  prospect  of  meeting 
with  good  sport,  since  trout  will  often  rise  readily  in 
the  daytime  imtil  well  into  the  month  of  June.  The 
evenings  will  then  take  the  premier  position  for  fly- 
fishing. 

A  few  days  ago  I  journeyed  on  a  pleasant  visit, 
enhanced  by  glorious  weather,  into  the  county  of 
broad  acres,  where  I  was  accorded  the  privilege  of 
stroUing  rod  in  hand  for  many  miles  along  the  banks 
of  that  delightful  and  picturesque  river  the  Nidd. 
Picturesque  unequivocally  is  the  vale  through 
which  this  active  river  has  fashioned  its  sinuous 
course.  To  reach  the  source  of  the  Nidd  we  must 
board  the  train  to  Pateley  Bridge,  an  old-world 
town,  distant  nine  miles  from  Harrogate  ;  thence 
we  must  stretch  our  legs  to  the  head  of  the  vallej^, 
where  the  infantine  water  can  be  discerned  trick- 
ling from  the  rocky  throat  of  the  hillside.  Follow- 
ing the  course  of  the  rivulet  amidst  a  scene  of  wild 
romantic  grandeur,  the  effect  heightened  by  a  range 
of  dull  brown  moorland  undulating  on  either  side 
of  the  valley,  we  are  soon  again  in  Pateley.  Here ' 
the  Nidd,  no  longer  a  rillet,  assumes  proportions 
calculated  to  constitute  a  river. 

Of  the  town  of  Pateley  Bridge,  enclosed  by  grim, 
towering  moors,  its  quaint  and  narrow  streets,  its 
rural  simpUcity,  its  famous  folklore,  and  its  lasting 
impressions,  one  could  fill  column  after  column  of 
interesting  matter.  The  town  boasts  of  a  well- 
organised  angling  association,  namely,  the  Nidder- 
dale  Anglers'  Club,  which  has  two  or  three  miles  of 
really  good  trout  fishing,  and  issues  permits  to 
visitors  at  very  moderate  charges. 

Two  miles  below  Pateley,  nearing  Dacre  Banks, 
the  water  comes  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Harrogate  Conservative  Angling  Association,  and  a 
tjrpical  stretch  of  water  it  is  to  gladden  the  hearts 
of  fly-fishers,  hastening  as  it  does  blithely  over 
rocky  beds  and  shelving  ledges.  This  club  now 
controls  about  four  miles  of  fishing  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Nidd,  having  recently  acquired  an 
extra  mile  of  water  immediately  below  Darley,  that 
has  been  privately  and  consistently  stocked  for 
some  considerable  time.  Of  this  club's  preserves 
the  writer  will  long  retain  pleasant  recollections,  in 
that  he  secured  a  pretty  sample  of  fish  on  his  recent 
visit — in  short,  there  is  not  a  more  productive  sheet 
of  water  in  the  entire  course  of  the  Nidd  than  that  in 
the  occupation  of  the  Harrogate  Conservative 
AngUng  Association.  Tickets  are  issued  to  angling 
visitors  at  very  reasonable  prices.  The  club  also 
possesses  a  very  successful  and  well-constructed 
hatchery  on  the  banks  of  the  Crimple,  a  beck  which 
empties  itself  into  the  Nidd  below  the  village  of 
Ribston.  Below  Darley  the  river,  skirting  the 
village  of  Birstwith  on  its  left  bank,  flows  through 
land  the  property  of  Captain  Greenwood,  of  Swar- 
cliffe  Ball,  who  reserves  the  full  sporting  rights. 

At  Ripley  Valley  the  fishing  rights  for  a  con- 
siderable distance — extending  five  miles  below  the 
historical  and  mediaeval  borough  of  Knaresborough, 
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in  all  about  ten  miles — are  protected  by  the 
Knaresborough  Anglers'  Club.  The  last-named 
club  is  the  oldest  established  association  on  the 
Nidd,  having  been  formed  in  the  early  seventies, 
and  has  turned  into  its  preserves  many  thousands 
of  yearlings  since  stocking  operations  were  insti- 
tuted. UnUke  the  other  clubs  mentioned,  however, 
the  Knaresborough  Anglers'  Club  does  not  issue 
permits  to  anglers  other  than  visiting  friends  of  its 
members,  the  tickets  being  conceded,  by  the  joint 
hon.  secretaries,  in  the  form  of  a  gratuity  on  the 
understanding  that  the  guest  named  in  the  invita- 
tion will  be  accompanied  on  the  water  by  a  member 
of  the  association.  Some  of  the  prettiest  and  most 
prolific  streams  preserved  by  this  club  gambol  in 
frantic  glee  at  the  base  of  Scotton  Banks,  a  vale  of 
unsurpassing  beauty,  the  haunt  of  the  fearless  otter 
and  the  happy  hunting-ground  of  the  sea-blue  bird, 
the  kingfisher.  DeUghtful  memories  crowd  around 
me  as  I  write  of  this  portion  of  the  Nidd — memories 
of  red-letter  days  when  the  shoulder-strap  of  my 
fish-laden  creel  twanged  Uke  a  bowstring  ;  of  days 
when  crouching  on  hands  and  knees  I  coaxed,  with 
the  greenworm  as  a  lure,  sportive  pounders  from 
the  limpid  pools  beneath  the  shade  of  overhanging 
trees ;  of  blank  days  also,  when  my  skill  and 
cleverly-devised  imitations  faiUng  to  rise  the  sullen 
fish,  I  turned  my  steps  homewards,  not  downcast, 
but  filled  with  an  inexplicable  sense  of  content- 
mei^t. 

Some  little  time  ago,  in  conjunction  with  other 
clubs  on  the  Nidd,  the  Knaresborough  Anglers' 
Club  introduced  rainbow  yearlings  to  the  river  : 
but,  alas  ! — for  S.  irideus  is  a  fish  of  sterUng  worth, 
his  excellent  fighting  qualities  and  his  rapid  growth 
being  irrefutable — the  fast-running  waters  of 
Nidderdale  were  ill  suited  for  the  retention  of  the 
new  importations.  They  became  notorious  on 
account  of  their  nomadic  prochvities,  disappeared 
for  a  time,  and  were  next  heard  of  in  the  sluggish 
lower  reaches  of  the  Nidd,  miles  away  from  the 
scene  of  their  advent.  The  rainbow  species  is 
essentially  a  pond  or  lake  trout. 

I  have  said  that  the  preserves  of  the  Knares- 
borough Anglers'  Club  extend  five  miles  below  the 
town,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  Joint  Anglers' 
Clubs  (formed  of  the  Knaresborough  Anglers'  Club, 
the  Royal  Oak,  the  Star,  and  Conservative  Angling 
Associations)  hold  sway  between  the  High  Bridge 
and  within  a  field's  length  of  Goldsborough  Weir. 

The  above-mentioned  stretch  of  water  exceeds 
two  miles  and  a  half  in  extent,  consists  of  good 
mixed  fishing,  is  stocked  both  in  the  spring  and 
autumn  with  S.  fario  yearUngs ;  and  day  and 
weekly  tickets  are  obtainable  for  one  shilUng  and 
half  a  crown  respectively.  For  many  years  trout 
fry  reared  in  the  local  hatchery  have  been  turned 
into  the  town's  reservoir  and  filter  beds  in  order  to 
gain  size  and  strength,  therewith  to  fight  their  own 
battles  in  the  strong  currents  of  the  Nidd  ;  but 
owing  to  the  absence  of  aquatic  plant  life  and  other 
essentials  the  Knaresborough  Club's  laudable  efforts 
in  the  direction  of  fish  culture  were  unavailing,  the 
yield  of  yearlings  being  extremely  small  in  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  fry  hberated.  Although 
the  Knaresborough  anglers  recognised  at  the  outset 
the  difficulty  of  rearing  fish  under  such  adverse  con- 
ditions, they,  for  want  of  a  better  place,  clung  to 
the  ponds  in  question  until  three  seasons  back  ; 
then,  in  sheer  disgust,  they  discontinued  trout  rear- 
ing, abandoned  the  luckless  ponds,  and  purchased 
yearlings  with  which  to  stock  their  preserves. 

In  the  autumn  of  1901  an  offer  of  a  site  for  a 
hatchery  on  a  tributary  of  the  Nidd,  yclept  Frog 
Mire  Dyke — no  longer  a  mire  since  the  town's 
sewage  was  diverted,  but  a  madcap  rill  of  excellent 
purity  —  was  eagerly  embraced  by  the  Knares- 
borough Anglers'  Club,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  learn 
that  the  netting  of  the  new  nursery  ponds  in  the  fall 
of  last  year  resulted  in  some  hundreds  of  sturdy 
S.  fario  and  S.  levenensis  yearUngs  being  turned  into 
the  club's  waters. 

Small  wonder  it  is  that  Harrogate  is  famous  as  a 
health  resort,  since  many  of  its  visitors  are  enthu- 
siasts of  the  gentle  art,  not  a  few  whose  names  are 
legion  in  the  domain  of  angling  who  become 
enamoured  with  the  varied  aspects  of  river  and 
woodland  to  be  found  in  the  district,  and  return  to 
their  respective  homes,  refreshed  in  body  and  mind, 
to  extol  ad  libitum  the  virtues  of  Harrogate  as  an 
angUng  centre.  Brown  Owl. 


American  Books. — A  Catalogue  ot  American  books  in  various 
(lepavtraents  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
aud  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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INEXPENSIVE   SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING. 
By  Attgustus  Geimblb, 
Author  of  '-'  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etcj 

CHAPTER  IX.— continued. 

The  Inver  flows  from  Loch  Assynt  some  ten  miles 
in  length  by  one  broad,  and  after  draining  sixty- 
eight  square  miles  falls  into  the  sea  at  Loch  Inver. 
Although  not  a  very  large  river,  it  yet  offers  the 
fisher  every  sort  of  casting  and  opportunity  of 
testing  his  skill,  as  from  "  Garrarie,"  the  first  pool 
below  the  loch,  right  down  to  the  mouth,  it  is  an 
angler's  ideal  river,  and  sad  it  is  to  see  such  fine 
water  so  very  short  of  fish.  The  upper  beat  goes 
with  Tumore  Lodge  and  shootings,  and  the  lower 
one  with  Glencanisp,  occupied  for  many  years  by 
Lord  Brovmlow.  As  the  shooting  tenants  do  not 
come  north  until  Aug.  1,  it^has  been  arranged  that 
up  to  that  date  the  upper  beat  is  fished  by  visitors 
at  the  Inchnadamph  Hotel,  and  the  lower  one  by 
those  of  the  Culag  Hotel  at  Loch  Inver.  Here  the 
beat  is  again  divided  into  two,  while  a  charge  of 
12s.  6d.  a  day  is  made  for  each  as  soon  as  the  first 
fish  has  been  caught,  which  would  be  cheap  enough 
if  there  were  only  a  few  more  fish.  The  opening 
day  is  Feb.  11,  which  so  far  as  rods  are  concerned 
is  a  perfect  farce,  for  clean  fish  are  never  got  before 
the  end  of  May. 

It  is  true  the  Fishery  Board  Report  of  1884  states 
that  in  one  previous  May  two  rods  took  thirty-nine 
fish,  but  that  is  a  long  time  back,  and  when  I  last 
wetted  a  line  on  the  river — on  June  20,  1899 — ■ 
but  one  salmon  and  one  grilse  was  the  total  take, 
though  the  water  had  previously  been  hard  tried. 
As  times  are  at  present,  salmon  and  grilse  enter 
together  with  the  first  flood  at  the  end  of  June  or 
beginning  of  July,  which,  with  August,  is  the  best 
time.  A  grilse  rod  of  16ft.  will  cover  the  water, 
while  fine  tackle  and  small  flies  are  the  rule.  An 
inch  and  a  half  iron  would  be  a  very  large  one,  only 
to  be  used  in  big  water.  Jock  Scott,  the  Doctors, 
Childers,  and  Green  Highlander  all  kill,  while  when 
the  water  is  small  Lord  Brownlow  sometimes  gets 
a  fish  with  a  small  Red  Spinner  with  a  plain  turkey 
wing.  When  I  first  fished  this  river  in  1857  sport 
was  splendid,  and  from  three  to  six  fish  a  day  was 
quite  a  common  take. 

Since  then  the  fish  have  not  only  diminished  in 
number,  but  would  seem  to  have  entirely  changed 
their  tastes,  for  I  never  took  more  than  two  sorts 
of  flies  with  me.  One  dressed  as  follows  was  the 
favourite  : — 

Tagr— Silver  twist,  yellow  floss.  Tail — Gold 
pheasant  topping  and  blue  chatterer.  Body — Dark 
blue  floss  silk  (navy  blue),  claret  hackle,  gold  tinsel 
in  wide  turns,  jay  at  shoulder,  mallard  wing,  with 
two  strands  of  blue  and  yellow  macaw. 

My  other  stand-by  had  exactly  the  same  dressing, 
only  the  body  was  j^ellow  floss  instead  of  blue. 

In  those  days  with  these  two  flies  three  of  us  took 
close  on  300  fish  in  July  and  August.  During  the 
time  a  rather  curious  thing  happened  :  One  of  us, 
when  sending  to  Farlow  for  a  fresh  stock  of  flies,  for- 
warded an  old  one  as  a  pattern,  which  it  was  not 
noticed  had  lost  the  chatterer's  feather  from  the 
side  of  the  topping  at  the  tail,  and  the  fresh  ones 
were  of  course  sent  without  this  adornment,  which 
we  thought  would  make  no  difference,  but,  strange 
to  relate,  we  could  kill  no  fish  with  this  batch  of 
flies.  It  may  have  been  fancy,  but  we  put  it  down 
to  the  absence  of  the  little  blue  feather  in  the  tail, 
for  when  we  sent  for  some  of  these  feathers  and  tied 
them  in  somewhat  roughly  alongside  the  topping, 
the  flies  killed  well  enough.  When  the  river  is  big, 
stockings  and  even  trousers  may  be  wanted  on  the 
upper  beat.  The  fish  push  up  into  Loch  Assynt 
as  the  water  permits,  and  there  they  are  taken  both 
by  the  fly  and  by  trolUng. 

There  are  neither  pollutions  nor  obstructions,  and 
as  the  spawning  grounds  are  remarkably  suitable 
and  spacious,  and  everything  is  so  much  in  favour 
of  the  fish,  their  scarcity  can  only  be  attributed 
to  the  bag-nets  on  the  coast.  They  consist  of  seven 
stations  from  Oldshoremore  to  Clachtoll,  not  very 
far  from  Inver  mouth. 

Each  station  works  a  good  many  bag-nets — not 
less  than  five.  In  1890  the  take  was  1677  salmon 
of  12lb.  ;  8031  grilse  of  nearly  61b.  ;  and  531  sea- 
trout,  the  most  of  which  would  have  distributed 


themselves  in  the  Inchard,  Laxford,  Inver,  or 
Kirkaig.  In  the  same  year  the  united  take  of  these 
four  rivers  to  rod  and  line  was  under  200  fish  !  It 
is  the  slaughter  of  the  8031  grilse  that  is  the  most 
objectionable  feature  in  this  return,  for  the  bulk 
of  them  are  caught  in  August,  and  if  the  nets  were 
made  to  cease  work  on  the  15th  instead  of  the  26th 
of  the  month  it  would  be  a  certain  way  of  ensuring 
a  large  increase  in  the  breeding  stock  of  fish.  As 
it  is  the  nets  massacre  the  babies,  and  people 
wonder  why  the  salmon  population  does  not 
increase. 

In  the  present  day  the  average  rod  take  of  salmon 
and  grilse  for  the  whole  river  is  a  little  over  one 
hundred  fish,  about  equally  divided  between  the 
tenants  of  the  two  shootings  and  visitors  at  the 
Culag  and  Inchnadamph  Hotels.  On  the  lower 
beat  from  the  sea  up  there  are  seventeen  casts  and 
some  "  bitties." 

1.  The  Bridge  Pool.    Is  not  so  good  as  it  looks. 

2.  The  Carpenters.  A  good  cast,  and  here,  in 
1857,  the  writer  killed  his  first  fish. 

3.  The  Rocky  Pool. 

4.  The  Little  Rock. 

5.  The  Mill  Pool.    A  fine  big  pot  and  good. 

6.  Hog's  Back. 

7.  The  I,adder.  So  called  from  an  iron  ladder 
fixed  at  the  tail  of  the  pool,  by  which  the  perpen- 
dicular cUff  can  be  ascended  in  order  to  follow  a 
fish  into  the  Hog's  Back,  a  fine  bit  of  fun,  requiring 
an  active  man  to  carry  it  out,  and  even  then  the 
odds  are  in  favour  of  the  fish. 

8.  The  Grave  Pool.  So  called  from  some  large 
flat  stones  on  the  bank  which  resemble  grave- 
stones. At  the  tail  of  this  there  is  another  ladder 
for  the  same  purpose  as  the  one  described  above. 

9.  Pollan.  Lord  Brownlow's  favourite,  and  very 
good. 

10.  Pollachree. 

11.  Scramble.    A  fine  big  pool. 

12.  Corner  Pool.  Not  an  easy  matter  to  reach 
this  likely  place  dry  shod. 

13.  Red  Pool.  From  this  in  1897  I^ord  Brown- 
low's  butler  and  gardener,  getting  leave  for  a  cast, 
had  the  luck  to  take  the  two  biggest  fish  of  the 
season — 311b.  and  261b. 

14.  Island  Pool.  Large  and  good,  and  pretty 
casting. 

15.  The  Dyke  Pool. 

16.  The  Whirlpool.    One  of  the  best; 

17.  The  Long  Pool.    Also  good. 

Above  this  the  upper  beat  begins  with  the  Deer 
Pool.  In  this  section  the  river  often  opens  out  into 
small  lakes.  The  water  is  shallower  than  in  the 
lower  one,  and  the  best  time  is  from  the  middle  of 
August  to  the  end  of  September.  The  Ministers' 
Pool,  the  Narrows,  and  the  Black  Pool  are  the  best 
casts.  The  charge  for  gillie  is  3s.  6d.  a  day,  with 
Is.  9d.  for  lunch  and  whiskey.  The  angler  must 
remember  that  the  season  is  short,  and  it  is  a  case 
of  making  hay  while  the  sun  shines.  The  hotel 
tariff  ranges  from  10s.  to  14s.  a  day,  and  there  are 
no  better  ones  in  the  Highlands  than  those  of 
Culag  and  Inchnadamph. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Assynt  district  is  the 
great  number  of  trout  lochs  which  can  be  fished  by 
anglers  at  the  Culag,  Inchnadamph,  and  Altna- 
cealgach  Hotels. 

They  all  Ue  on  the  last  twenty  miles  of  the  high 
road  from  Lairg  to  Loch  Inver,  and  for  those  who 
are  fond  of  loch  fishing  each  offers  plenty  of  attrac- 
tion. From  Altnacealgach  as  many  as  22,000  trout 
have  been  caught  in  a  season,  averaging  21b.  to 
every  seven,  while  the  other  two  hotels  are  not  far 
behind  this  score ;  but  I  am  doubtful  if  such 
hard  fishing,  will  not  have  a  detrimental  effect 
eventually,  which  might  perhaps  be  counter- 
balanced by  hatcheries. 

From  Loch  Inver  I  will  make  my  way  to 
Riconich,  via  Kyle  Sku  Ferry,  Scourie,  .and  Bridge 
of  Laxford,  the  well-known  river  and  Loch  Stack, 
from  which  it  flows,  being  strictly  preserved.  The 
hotel  at  Riconich  is  prettily  placed  at  the  head  of 
Loch  Inchard  and  thoroughly  clean  and  comfort- 
able, but  as  the  accommodation  is  limited,  a  room 
should  be  secured  in  advance.  The  Httle  river 
Inchard,  the  most  northern  on  the  west  coast,  drains 
but  sixteen  square  miles,  and  has  its  sources  in  a  series 
of  lochs  mostly  grouped  round  the  southern  slopes  of 
the  "  White  Hill"  of  Foinavon,  while  the  stony  heights 
of  Ben  Arkle  look  down  on  the  others.  These  lochs 
discharge  their  waters  over  a  fall,  which  is  impassable 
to  migratory  fish,  into  Loch  Garbet  More,  which 
again  empties  itself  by  a  mere  bvirn  into  Loch 
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Garbet  Beg,  from  which  flows  the  rushing  little 
Inchard  to  discharge  itself  after  a  run  of  less  than 
a  mile  into  the  saltwater  of  Loch  Inchard.  As  an 
angUng  river  it  is  nearly  worthless,  for  the  run  is 
so  rapid  and  so  rocky  that  except  just  where  it 
leaves  the  loch  there  is  hardly  a  resting  place  lor  a 
fish,  and  certainly  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  pool. 
Salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  take  it  with  one  rush 
and  ascend  with  aU  speed  into  Loch  Garbet  Beg 
with  the  first  flood  that  comes  after  the  middle  of 
June.  Very  good  sport  is  usually  to  be  had  in  this 
loch,  and  as  many  as  sixty  salmon  and  grilse  have 
been  taken  in  a  season  by  one  rod  staying  at  the 
hotel.  From  July  1  the  angUng  on  this  loch  is  let 
at  the  rate  of  £20  a  month  and  limited  to  two  rods, 
and  for  those  who  Uke  loch  fishing  combined  with 
scenery  of  great  beauty  I  do  not  know  of  any 
better  sport  to  be  had  for  the  outlay. 

The  hot,el  fish  book,  carefully  kept  and  entered 
up  daily,  told  me  that  in  1898,  from  June  14  to 
Sept.  17,  Loch  Garbet  Beg  yielded  forty-one  salmon 
and  grilse,  with  just  over  600  sea-trout,  averaging 
l^^lb.  ,the  largest  of  which  was  6jlb.  As  to  which 
will  be  the  best  month,  all  depends  on  the  rainfall, 
but  with  the  weather  right.  I  would  take  from  the 
middle  of  July  to  the  middle  of  August  as  the 
cream  of  it.  The  loch  is  about  a  mile  long  and 
half  that  in  width,  while  in  the  distance  the  white 
stony  summit  of  Ben  Ajkle  appears  at  the  east  end. 
A  light  grilse  rod  will  do  all  the  work,  and  the 
st^andard  patterns  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  flies  will 
kill.  In  a  good  stiff  breeze  a  No.  2  Limerick  hook 
may  be  iised  for  salmon,  and  then  from  that  to 
the  very  smallest  according  to  wind  and  Hght. 
Messrs.  Watson,  of  Inverness,  are  specially  good 
at  tjong  extremely  small  double  hooked  flies. 

Though  the  fish  pass  up  into  Loch  Garbet  More 
owing  to  its  great  depth  they  are  not  often  caught 
there,  and  no  charge  is  made  for  the  angUng  on  it. 
In  addition  to  these  salmon  and  sea-trout  lochs, 
the  Riconich  Hotel  has  the  right  of  fisliing  upwards 
of  sixty  brown  trout  lochs  for  which  no  charge  is 
made.  There  is  also  at  times  sea-trout  fishing  in 
the  salt  water  of  Loch  Inchard,  and  five  miles  sea- 
wards the  natives  catch  a  good  many  by  baiting 
their  hooks  with  a  herring  Hver.  I  did  not  see  this 
with  my  own  eyes,  but  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel 
told  me  he  had  often  mtnessed  it. 

Not  far  from  Riconich,  on  the  road  to  the  Bridge 
of  Laxford,  there  is  a  nice  fresh-water  loch  emptying 
into  the  sea  by  a  short  burn,  and  as  it  is  the  lowest 
of  a  series  of  small  communicating  lochs,  it  would 
add  to  the  pleasures  of  fishing  at  Riconich  if  a  httle 
money  was  spent  in  making  a  fish  pass.  Rough 
efforts  in  this  direction  have  already  proved  suc- 
cessful to  a  Umited  extent,  as  sea-trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  lowest  loch,  though  not  in  the  numbers 
that  they  would  be  if  the  work  of  facilitating  their 
ascent  was  properly  taken  in  hand.  The  hotel 
charge,  including  a  gillie  and  his  lunch,  comes  out 
at  about  ITs.  a  day. 

From  Riconich  a  drive  of  some  twenty  miles  in 
the  mail  cart  will  bring  the  angler  to  the  Durness 
Hotel,  some  ten  miles  to  the  east  of  Cape  Wrath, 
on  the  north  coast  of  Sutherland,  and  four  miles 
before  reaching  it  he  will  cross  the  Dionard  or 
Grudie  river,  in  the  three  tidal  pools  of  which  the 
hotel  visitors  may  fish  free  for  sea-trout  jointly 
with  the  tenants  of  the  shootings  of  Durness  and 
Gualen.  Knee-boots  or  wading  stockings  will  be 
useful,  and  though  when  the  tide  is  quite  out  the 
pools  are  nearly  useless,  at  other  times  they  will 
often  give  good  sport.  From  July  to  the  middle 
of  September  is  the  best  time.  They  have  been 
taken  up  to  5lb.,  though  the  average  is  but  lilh., 
while  when  there  is  a  run  on  from  ten  to  twenty  a 
day  may  be  had.  A  remarkable  feature  of  the  hotel 
is  the  sea-trout  angling  in  the  salt  water  of  the  Kyle 
of  Durness.  At  the  half  tides  the  currents  run  as 
rapidly  as  a  river,  and  in  these  the  Durness  Hotel 
visitors  spin  the  natural  sand-eel  with  great  success. 
On  July  4,  1898,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trickett  got  in  this 
way  in  one  day  forty  sea-trout,  weighing  92|lb., 
the  heaviest  6|lb.,  the  smallest  l|lb.,  while  lesser 
takes  are  numerous.  Close  to  the  hotel  is  Loch 
Craspul,  which  at  one  period  has  clearly  been  con- 
nected with  the  sea,  for  in  it  there  are  fish  which 
are  doubtlessly  land-locked  sea-trout — bright,  sil- 
very fellows,  very  shy  and  extremely  tender  in 
the  mouth,  only  to  be  deceived  by  the  finest  tackle 
and  very  small  flies. 

As  there  are  several  good  brown  trout  lochs  in 
connection  with  the  hotel,  the  angler,  in  one  way 
or  the  other,  is  pretty  sure  to  get  some  fair  sport, 
but  a  room  should  be  secured  in  advance, 


From  Durness  to  Tongue  is  a  long  drive,  getting 
on  to  forty  miles.  From  the  hotel  to  Erribol  Ferry 
is  about  ten  miles.  If  the  stout,  heavy  ferry-boat 
is  on  the  east  side  it  takes  the  best  part  of  an  hour 
to  pull  it  across.  Of  course  that  was  the  position 
of  affairs  on  this  occasion,  and  the  loch  was  like  a 
mill-pond.  Then  when  at  length  the  craft  touched 
the  shore,  the  luggage  was  qxiickly  stowed  away, 
and  there  seemed  every  prospect  of  a  long,  tedious 
pull  of  two  miles  across  to  Heuhm.  As  we  started 
there  came  a  sound  as  of  a  gigantic  kettle  boiUng 
furiously,  and  then  a  few  minutes  later  half  a  gale 
was  coming  off  the  sides  of  Foinavon  directly  down 
the  loch.  Up  went  the  sail,  and  lucky  now  that 
our  craft  was  stoutly  built,  for  it  took  us  five  tacks 
and  nearly  two  hours  to  reach  the  opposite  shore, 
where  we  found  His  Majesty's  mail  cart  waiting  for 
us,  a  Uttle,  low,  two-wheeled  pony-cart,  with  only 
room  for  the  driver  and  one  passenger,  though 
usually  these  mails  are  on  four  wheels  sometimes 
drawn  by  a  pair  and  at  others  by  four  horses.  We 
were  soon  away  on  our  twenty-six  mile  drive  to 
Tongue,  the  fare  6s.,  with  a  half-a-crown  tip  to  the 
well-mannered  driver.  The  same  journey  in  a  dog- 
cart would  have  cost  39s.,  at  Is.  3d.  per  mile  plus 
3d.  per  mile  for  the  driver.  Sometimes  Jehu  is 
charged  for  in  the  hotel  bill,  sometimes  not,  and 
before  I  realised  this  difference  on  several  occasions 
I  paid  the  driver  his  mileage  money  twice  over, 
greatly  to  his  joy  and  much  to  my  astonishment 
at  his  profuse  thanks.  It  is,  therefore,  just  as  well 
to  look  at  the  hotel  bill  and  see  if  the  driver's  fee 
has  been  included  in  the  hire.  From  this  time 
forward  I  often  tried  the  mail  carts,  sometimes 
pleasantly,  at  others  disastrously.  A  crowded  cart 
on  a  real  wet  day  is  horrid,  and  whatever  the  weather 
it  is  still  more  horrid  when  the  mail  picks  up  natives 
who  have  taken  too  much  whiskey,  and  producing 
a  bottle  of  it  from  their  pockets  suck  at  it  until  they 
are  incapable, 

(To  be  continued.) 


TIME  TO  GO. 


As  the  fancy  of  the  young  man  is  supposed  in 
spring-time  Hghtly  to  turn  to  thoughts  of  love,  so 
does  the  mind  of  the  enthusiastic  angler  dehght  at 
this  season  to  dwell  upon  prospective  fishing  trips 
and  anticipated  sport  with  the  denizens  of  river, 
lake,  and  brook.  These  are  the  days  when  one 
angler  meeting  another  is  pretty  sure  to  propound 
the  query,  "  Well,  are  you  ready  to  go  a-fishing  ?  " 
or,  "  Have  you  looked  over  your  fishing  tackle  ?  " 
Or  perhaps  he  wiU  simply  make  the  sententious 
remark,  "  The  fish  ought  to  bite  pretty  well  to-day." 
The  reply  is  sure  to  be  cheery,  and  if  time  permits 
a  protracted  exchange  of  angling  experiences  in  the 
past  is  likely  to  follow.  Unquestionably  there  is  a 
strong  band  of  sympathy  existing  between  true 
anglers,  a  fact  which  may  be  primarily  due  to  the 
understanding  that  both  are  enthusiasts  in  the  same 
field,  but  which  is  nevertheless  greatly  strengthened 
and  emphasised  by  an  accompanying  feeling  of  good 
fellowship. 

Americans  have  always  manifested  a  strong  in- 
cUnation  for  fishing,  and  even  the  aborigines  were 
successful  fishermen.  It  is  said  that  when  the 
Pilgrims  went  to  King  James  for  their  charter  they 
told  him  that  they  desired  to  go  to  the  new  world  to 
worship  God  and  catch  fish.  In  view  of  these  facts 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  perhaps,  that  the  amuse- 
ment is  a  very  popular  one  at  the  present  day,  and 
that  it  seems  to  be  gaining  in  favour  from  year  to 
year.  The  assertion  has  been  made  that  the  secret 
of  the  infatuation  of  this  amusement  to  most  or 
many  anglers  is  to  be  found  in  the  close  and  quiet 
communion  and  sympathy  with  nature  which  is 
essential  to  the  pursuit  of  the  spoil  of  the  water, 
and  no  doubt  this  is  true.  The  tourist  views  only 
the  outside  of  the  country  through  which  he 
hurriedly  passes,  but  the  angler  is  brought  very 
close  to  the  flower,  bird,  and  insect  hfe  of  the  fields 
and  woods,  and  unconsciously  becomes  famihar 
with  many  of  the  secrets  of  nature  which  remain 
hidden  from  the  average  man.  That  a  person  is 
benefited  by  such  close  contact  with  nature  cannot 
be  disputed,  for,  as  Washington  Irving  says, 
"  There  is  certainly  something  in  angling  that 
tends  to  produce  a  gentleness  of  spirit  and  a  pure 
sincerity  of  mind.'- 

It  matters  Uttle  whether  the  angler  be  an  enthu- 
siast on  brook  trout  or  one  who  prefers  to  entice  the 
gamy  black  bass,  the  savage  pickerel,  or  the  lordly 
muskallonge,  the  advent  of  spring  and  the  thought 


that  the  fishing  season  is  near  at  hand  are  sure  to 
enUven  him  and  cause  the  blood  to  course  more 
rapidly  through  his  veins. 

Among  expert  fishermen  angUng  is  commonly 
spoken  of  as  an  art,  and  those  who  have  had  the 
most  experience  in  handUng  the  rod  are  the  most 
firm  in  the  beUef  that  it  deserves  thus  to  be  desig- 
nated. Certainly  it  requires  fully  as  much  time, 
attention,  and  patience  to  become  thoroughly  pro- 
ficient in  angUng  as  it  does  to  acquire  a  fair  know- 
ledge of  almost  any  one  of  the  fine  arts.  Further- 
more, when  a  man  does  become  an  expert  angler  he 
has  the  pleasing  consciousness  that  he  is  possessed 
of  richly  earned  knowledge,  which  it  is  not  given  to 
everyone  to  possess,  and  the  ability  to  catch  fish 
where  others  would  fail,  and  in  this  respect  at  least 
he  is  as  truly  an  artist  as  he  who  appUes  colours  to 
canvas  or  evokes  music  from  a  stringed  instrument. 
Izaak  Walton  says  :  "  Doubt  not,  therefore,  sir,  but 
that  angling  is  an  art,  and  an  art  worth  your  learn- 
ing. The  question  is  rather  whether  you  be  capable 
of  learning  it,  for  angUng  is  somewhat  like  poetry, 
men  are  born  so— I  mean  with  the  inclination  to  it, 
though  both  may  be  heightened  by  discourse  and 
practice  ;  but  he  that  hopes  to  be  a  good  angler  must 
not  only  bring  an  inquiring,  searching,  observing 
wit,  but  he  must  bring  a  large  measure  of  hope  and 
patience  and  a  love  and  propensity  to  the  art  itself  ; 
but  having  once  got  and  practised  it,  then  doubt 
not  but  angUng  wiU  prove  to  be  so  pleasant  that  it 
will  prove  to  be,  Uke  virtue,  a'rtward  to  itself." — 
Forest  and  Stream. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  committee  having  the  duty  before  them  of 
presenting  the  prize  medals  won  at  the  Deal  com- 
petition, very  judiciously  combined  the  ceremony — 
for  it  was  a  ceremony — with  a  very  successful  and 
much-enjoyed  musical  evening.  All  serious  matters 
were  relegated  to  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  whose 
speech  may  always  be  relied  upon  for  the  latest 
news,  and  a  pretty  clear  enunciation  of  what  is 
expected  from  the  members  in  the  way  of  work  and 
duty.  Under  the  skilled  handUng  of  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  (in  the  chair)  matters  moved  briskly,  a 
programme  of  twenty-three  events  and  several 
encores,  besides  a  speech  or  two,  being  disposed  of 
before  the  hour  of  "  twal',"  The  society's  large  room 
was  full  of  members  and  their  friends,  and  the  "  go  " 
of  the  whole  thing  was  pronounced.  Mr.  Pickup  read 
reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal,  Southend, 
and  Penzance,  and  gave  some  account  of  successful 
fishing  at  Felixstowe.  Mr.  Dryden  and  Dr.  Ladell 
had  been  fishing  at  Dover,  with  poor  results. 
Pollack  were  being  taken  at  Ramsgate — said  to 
herald  their  advent  at  Deal  early  this  year,  July 
being  the  usual  time  they  arrive. 

The  chairman  reported  that  some  good  soles  had 
been  taken  at  Deal,  also  codling — the  latter  very 
unusually  close  inshore.  Great  improvements  were 
about  taking  place :  train  communication  with 
Ramsgate  and  Dover  ;  the  pier  was  to  be  thoroughly 
taken  in  hand,  and  good  concerts  given.  Mr. 
Pickup  appealed  to  members  to  assist  their  hard- 
worked  committee  with  useful  information  upon 
any  new  stations  they  might  have  discovered,  in 
order  that  the  new  "  Pocket  Book "  upon  which 
they  were  at  work  might  be  made  as  complete  as 
possible. 

Where  all  was  good,  discrimination  is  difficult.  Mr. 
John  Edgar,  as  usual,  was  solidly  useful  as  a  good 
accompanist.  The  society 'sold  friend  Mr.  "  Jimmy" 
Budd  not  only  gave  his  favourite  songs,  "Ihe 
world  went  very  well  then"  (encored)  and  '"Ho! 
Jolly  Jenkin,"  but  skilfully  marshalled  the  musical 
portion  of  the  entertainment. 

As  instrumentalists  Mr.  E.  L.  Litchfield  (flute), 
E.  C.  Parker  (violin),  and  — Bull  (zither)  were  well 
received  with  several  encores.  Recitations  by  Mr. 
Rendell — "  The  Last  Shot  " — and  C.  W.  Glassington 
— "The  Engine  Driver" — were,  the  one  thrillingly 
dramatic,  the  other  funny,  very  funny — both 
good.  Of  songs,  perhaps  the  best  received  were 
those  of  Mr.  Walter  Crisfield—"  My  Friend,"  "  King 
of  the  Main,"  and  the  "Song  of  the  Saxons" — • 
and  Mr.  Laurie  Crisfield — "Speak  but  one  word," 
and  "Farewell" — both  gentlemen  being  old  friends 
and  useful  friends  of  the  society.  Mr.  A.  Williams 
supplied  the  comic  element  with  "How  to  sing  a 
song,"  and  "  Signs  "  (both  encored),  in  his  usual  per- 
fect manner,  and  there  was  laughter.  Mr.  Evans,  Mr. 
Goodyear,  Mr.  Carter,  Mr.  E.  J.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  A. 
WUhams  completed  the  very  full  list,  and  no  one 
was  wearied. 

The  three  challenge  cups  made  a  lordly  show  on 
the  chairman's  table  when  he  proceeded  to  dis- 
tribute the  medals.  Full  particulars  of  the  Deal 
competition  have  already  been  given,  but  the  names 
of  the  recipients  deserve  another  chronicling.  Mr, 
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Theodore  Roberts  received  the  gold  medal ;  Messrs. 
Coates,  Hossack,  J.  B.  Howes,  C.  W.  Glaasington 
Fryett,  G.  D.  Fairbah-n,  Bradbeer,  H.  Edwards,  W. 
J.  Reynolds,  the  silver  and  bronze ;  and  all  were 
heartily  cheered.  Thanks  were  voted  to  the  artists, 
replied  to  by  Mr.  Budd,  and  to  the  chairman,  with 
musical  honours  ;  and  then,  after  the  inquiry,  "  Who 
goes  home  ?  "  the  toast  of  "The  B.S.A.S."  closed  a 
very  satisfactory  evening. — Hon.  REroRTER. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to, 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  on 
Thursday  was  just  beginning  to  clear  after  the 
heavy  push  of  water,  so  that  sport  should  now  be 
again  had  with  trout.  There  was  very  little  chance 
all  last  week  of  getting  a  fish,  and  few  anglers  were 
out.  By  to-day,  however,  the  prospects  should 
be  much  improved.  The  tributaries  have  cleared, 
and  the  main  river  will  soon  be  in  good  trouting 
trim.  The  water  is,  however,  still  fairly  high. 
There  is  now  just  one  calendar  month  to  the 
opening  of  the  coarse  fishing,  which,  however, 
commences  on  a  Wednesday. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Keuley). — There  has  been  a  very  heavy 

push  of  water  which  is  now  going  down  to  within 
bounds;  there  is  still  a  very  fast  stream  and  a  lot  of 
colour  in  the  water,  but  should  be  right  by  the 
week-end.  Local  anglers'  have  been  out  most  days, 
and\I  hear  of  three  small  trout  having  been  caught, 
one  of  these  falling  to  the  spinning  rod  of — Stanley 
Mead. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — Since  the  commencement 
of  open  fishing  here  the  success  of  anglers  has  been 
better,  and  some  fine  fish  have  been  landed.  Mr.  A. 
G.  Campbell,  a  visitor  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel, 
has  captured  three  splendid  fish  weighing  39^1b., 
31ib.,  and  24Hb.  respectively;  whilst  the  Earl  of 
Cottenham,  another  visitor  at  the  same  hotel,  took 
a  29-pounder  at  Bisterne.  The  floods  are  steadily 
abating,  and  the  river  is  now  in  good  condition  for 
angling. — Piscatorial. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire). — There  has 
not  been  much  sport  to  record  since  my  last  report. 
The  weeds  have  been  mown  and  cleared  out,  and 
the  river  will  be  nicely  settled  down  before  the  May 
Fly  comes  up,  which,  from  all  appearances,  will  not 
be  well  on  until  June  8,  or  thereabout.  At  Bibury 
some  very  good  fish  have  been  killed  by  Mr.  Testing, 
Mr.  Turner,  and  another  gentleman — two  brace 
each,  weight  up  to  l|lb.  The  river  hern  is  in  very 
good  order,  and  the  trout  ai-e  not  quite  so  well 
educated. — Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams. — On  the  whole  sport  has  been 
had.  Thunder  showers  have  in  some  streams  sent 
them  up  bank  high,  and  in  others  the  water  has 
been  as  clear  as  in  summer.  The  Launceston 
streams,  the  higher  parts  of  the  Tamar,  and  Lynher 
have  been  doing  very  fairly.  On  the  Camel  trout 
of  Jib.  and  several  of  ^Ib.  have  been  caught,  but  no 
peal  have  as  yet  appeared.  The  next  spring  tide 
and  freshet  will  bring  them  up. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  weather  has 
been  very  changeable  during  the  past  week.  There 
were  a  couple  of  very  fine  days,  but  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  evenings.  May  11  and  12,  it  was  again  very 
cold  and  wintry.  Not  a  great  number  of  rods  have 
ventured  out,  and  catches  have  not  been  large, 
baskets  ranging  from  half  a  dozen  to  a  couple  of 
dozen.  Three  or  four  days'  fishing  last  week  only 
rewarded  Mr.  Thomas  with  about  thirty  fish,  but 
several  of  them  were  very  fine.  Mr.  Beckles  and 
Mr.  Searle,  jun.,  of  Sfcaverton,  have  been  out  several 
evenings  and  had  a  few  brace  apiece.  Mr.  H.  T. 
Distin  creeled  three  brace  on  Thursday,  May  7,  and 
he  had  a  similar  basket  on  the  following  day. 
Mr.  E.  Distin  has  also  secured  a  few  fish.  W.  Ed- 
brook  caught  a  141b.  salmon  in  the  Nursery  Pool, 
Buckfastleigh,  last  week,  and  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  it  is  the  fiList  landed  there  for  quite  a 
couple  of  years.  Anglers  are  now  hopefully  looking 
forward  to  some  fine  weather  in  order  to  liven 
matters  up  a  bit. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  rain  has  had  the 
effect  of  improving  several  streams,  the  Bovey  and 
Teign  being  now  in  better  order.  The  Bovey  has 
given  good  sport,  and  some  good  trout  have  been 
landed.  The  Ash  water  has  been  flooded,  but  one 
or  two  good  "  takes  "  have  been  had.  Fish  are 
reported  to  be  running  well  in  the  Exe. — Devonian. 

liden  (Carlisle). — Anglers  have  had  a  poor  time 
for  two  or  three  weeks.  Weather  and  water  have 
Sf  Idombeen  right  together.  Two  or  three  salmonhave 
been  killed  in  the  evening  about  Armathwaite,  but 
spring  salmon  fishing  is  nearly  over.  Some  fair 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  by  the  experts,  but 
they  are  not  yet  in  prime  condition,  owing,  no 
doubt,  to  the  scarcity  of  top  feed.  There  was 
another  fine  run  of  salmon  at  the  beginning  of  thi-) 


week,  beautiful  fiA  ranging  from  81b.  to  151b.,  and 
the  lower  river  nets  are  making  them  pay  a  heavy 
toll.  A  few  sea  trout  are  now  showing,  but  no  grilse 
as  yet. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whithy). — This  river  has  been  running 
in  heavy  flood  during  the  week — much  too  heavy 
for  angling  of  any  description.  Several  rods  have 
been  out,  but  sport  has  only  been  moderate.  The 
best  catch  for  the  week  is  that  of  Mr.  Horsfall,  who 
grassed  twelve  brace  of  nice  trout.  A  few  sports- 
men have  been  angling  for  fresh-run  salmon,  bvit  up 
to  the  time  of  writing  nothing  has  been  secured. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dulverton). — May  is  hardly 

genial  now,  and  trout  do  not  seem  to  be  well  on  the 
feed,  but  the  water  is  in  good  order,  and  warm 
showers  would  help  anglers.  The  Olive  Upright 
seems  to  be  the  best  fly  this  year,  and  some  gpod 
baskets  have  been  made  with  it.  A  fresh  run 
salmon,  like  a  bar  of  silver,  was  landed  by 
Mr.  Tracey  a  day  or  two  since. — Blue  Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  excellent  sport 
with  the  salmon  still  continues,  and  is  a  record  for 
many  years,  so  far  as  the  rodsters  are  concerned, 
between  Exeter  and  Tiverton ;  the  fish  are  now 
running  upwards.  On  Tuesday,  thirty-six  salmon 
were  taken  between  the  points  named,  and  the  lures 
were  varied,  as  some  were  caught  with  noted  Devon, 
some  with  worms,  and  a  fair  proportion  with  the  fiy, 
the  Silver  Doctor  being  very  successful.  Dr.  Neile 
Bubbs  had  three  salmon  with  fly  named  ;  the 
Rev.  Coleridge,  vice-president  of  the  association, 
had  three  salmon,  and  his  son  a  similar  number. 
The  following  also  have  had  excellent  sport  at 
Cowley,  Brampford  Speke,  and  above: — Captain 
Cooke,  Messrs.  May,  Connett,  Baker,  Nelson,  and 
Piggott.  Mr.  E.  Coombe  had  three  same  day, 
best  fish  171b.  This  result  is  most  satisfactory, 
and  as  there  is  a  large  number  of  trout  in  the 
river  also,  the  prospects  look  cheerful  and  bright. 
One  gentleman  last  week  had  seven  trout,  weighing 
6flb.,  the  best  fish  going  IJlb.,  and  all  in  the  pink 
of  condition. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  laincs  and  Cambs).— 
The  rain,  which  has  come  daily  every  day  this 
month,  seems  to  have  made  a  special  effort  for  last 
week-end.  The  valley  of  the  Nene  was  one  vast 
flood  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  extending  many 
mOes  on  the  Northamptonshire  side.  The  Yalley  of 
the  Gwash  was  nearly  as  bad,  consequently  there  is 
no  report  from  the  trout  waters  in  this  district  so 
far.  The  weather,  however,  seems  to  be  clearing, 
and  doubtless  when  the  water  has  run  off  sport  will 
begin  in  earnest.  Flies'  are  hatching  out  fast. — 
Limpet, 

Itchen  (Winchester).  —  The  excessive  rain  is 
causing  the  river  to  remain  bank-high  and  thick. 
On  Saturday,  May  9,  quite  a  phenomenal  rise  of 
Olives  took  place,  and  it  lasted  from  12  to  near 
4  o'clock.  Two  gentlemen  were  out  and  took  two 
brace  between  them,  all  on  the  new  patterns.  On 
May  10,  besides  putting  back  a  number  of  llin.  and 
12in.  fish,  one  was  taken  lib.  14oz.,  and  of  course 
kept.  Very  tmpleasant  weather  to  be  out  in,  wind 
from  the  north-east,  with  very  cold  showers  between 
whiles.  On  Monday,  May  11,  the  same  beastly  north- 
east wind,  and  blowing  half  a  gale  all  day. 
Still,  the  fly  came  down  steadily  all  day,  and 
fish  took  uncommonly  well.  I  put  four  and  a  half 
brace  back  and  kept  one.  The  gentleman  I  was 
with  took  three  and  a  half  brace,  and  put  back  over 
a  dozen  rather  under  size.  When  I  state  the  limit 
is  thirteen  inches  you  can  understand  the  sport  we 
had.  These  fish  are  out  of  a  thousand  the  owner 
put  in  a  short  time  since,  and  are  all  over  the  placa 
now,  and  we  can  scarcely  tell  at  present  the 
difference  between  the  rise  of  these  and  the  larger 
ones,  but  the  fight  these  small  gentlemen  can  put 
up  is  wonderful.  The  flies  on  now  are  chiefly  Olives, 
Dark  and  Medium,  with  an  occasional  Iron  Blue 
and  Pale  Olive.  Also  I  noted  that  the  Spinners  are 
beginning  to  fall,  and  a  considerable  quantity  were 
on  the  water  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  afternoons. — 
Pale  Watery  Olive. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — Since  my  report 
of  last  week,  the  fishing  has,  if  anything,  improved 
considerably.  The  weather  has  been  cold,  and  we 
have  had  our  share  of  the  thunder-storms,  but  the 
trout  don't  seem  to  mind  the  latter,  as  they  were 
taking  freely  during  the  storm  on  Friday  (May  8). 
Messrs.  Everett  and  Jones  have  liilled  100  fish,  all 
on  fly  ;  and  Captain  Garnett  is  certainly  going  to 
beat  all  records  in  the  number  of  fish  taken  by  one 
rod,  as  almost  every  day  his  catch  is  in  double 
figures.  Small  flies  still  kill  best.  Black  and  Teal, 
Butcher,  Black  Gnat,  and  the  Clarets  being  the 
most  attractive.  On  May  7  Captain  Garnett  killed 
twenty  trout,  121b.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  Jackson,  twelve, 
61b.  6oz.  ;  Messrs.  Rolt,  Everett  and  Jones,  ten  fish 
each,  Messrs.  Shaw,  King.  Daniel,  eight  fish  each, 
and  Mr.  Barton,  thu  teen  fish,  81b.  4oz.  On  May  8 
Captain  Garnett  killed  twenty-two  fish,  121b.  12oz. ; 
Mr.  Jackson,  fifteen  fish,  91b.  2oz. ;  Messrs,  Everett 


and  Jonas,  thirteen  fish,  71b.  Soz.  ;  Major  Corbett, 
nine  fish,  51b.  Soz. ;  Canon  Daniel,  eight,  41b.  13az. ; 
Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  seven  fish,  41b.  2oz.  ;  Mr. 
Watts,  six,  3lb.  Soz.  ;  Messrs.  Crowther  and 
Shaw  six  each,  31b.  lOoz  ;  Mr.  Beaumont  five, 
31b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  Mason,  21b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Barton 
four,  21b.  8oz.  On  the  9th  Messrs.  Everett 
and  Jones  killed  twelve  fish,  71b.  Soz.  ;  Sir  L. 
Hughes  nine,  51b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  Shaw  seven,  31b. 
15oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Gd,rnett  and  Mr.  Jackson  six 
each,  31b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Crowther  and  Mr.  Watts  four 
each,  21b.  12oz,  ;  and  Mr.  Barker  two,  lib.  2oz. 
On  the  11th  Captain  Garnett  killed  ten  fish, 
71b.  2oz.  ;  Messrs.  Everett  and  Jones  twelve, 
71b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Jackson  nine,  51b.  4oz. ;  Major 
Corbett  seven  31b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Davison  six,  4!b.  ; 
Mr.  Barton  four,  21b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Mason  three,  lib.  1 2oz. 
On  the  12th,  Messrs.  Everett  and  Jones  killed 
twenty-five,  151b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  91b.  Soz. ; 
Capt.  Garnett,  tweive,  61b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Jackson, 
ten,  51b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Barton,  nine,  51b.  S  >z.  ;  Mr. 
Crowther,  nine,  51b.  lOoz.  ;  Major  Corbett,  seven, 
41b.  7oz. ;  Sir  T.  Hughes,  six,  31b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Watts, 
five,  31b. ;  Canon  Daniel,  five,  31b.  2oz. ;  Messrs. 
Townshend  and  Davison  three  each ;  and  Capt. 
Barr,  two.  The  fish  are  in  very  good  condition. — 
Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Down  to  Wednesday 
evening  i(  May  13)  little  sport  had  been  reported 
amorg  the  trout  in  the  Lea,  Beane,  and  other 
streams,  a  result  I  attribute  to  the  cold  winds  which 
are  once  more  with  us.  I  have  not  a  single  notable 
capture  to  record,  although  I  can  hear  of  the  where- 
abouts of  some  good  fish.  The  various  waters  are 
in  condition,  and  sport  should  speedily  improve  on 
the  arrival  of  something  like  summer  weather.  The 
N.E.  winds  are  against  a  rise  of  both  fly  and  trout, 
though  now  and  then  in  the  genial,  sunny  intervals 
both  have  been  noted.  Eels  can  be  caught  now  on 
rod  and  line,  and  each  "snake"  taken  means  the 
saving  of  so  mu3h  coarse-fish  spawn.  Last  March, 
when  pike-fishing,  an  angler  landed  a  7J'b.  trout 
in  the  Rye  House  waters.  It  was  safely  returned,  and 
under  the  circumstances  it  may  be  worth  while  trying 
between  bridges  there  or  up  towards  the  big  bend, 
St.  Margaret's  way. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  very  high  and  muddy, 
and  the  weather  has  been  very  cold  with  strong 
north-west  winds,  accompanied  by  haOstorm,  and 
it  has  been  against  anglers  getting  out,  and  sport 
generally  this  week  has  been  quiet.  Fly  fishing  has 
been  at  a  standstill,  but  the  rivers  are  now  going 
down  nicely,  and  if  we  get  a  few  fine  days  there  is 
every  prospect  of  fly  fishing  next  week,  when  some 
good  sport  should  be  had,  as  the  rush  of  water  has 
put  trout  on  the  feed  and  they  have  been  taking 
worm  well.  Caddis  bait  have  been  seen  on  the  move, 
and  the  fish  are  feeding  on  them.  A  few  good  trout 
taken  on  Wednesday.  The  Pinsley  is  coloured,  but 
getting  in  good  order  again  quickly. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 
Rivers  sink  but  slowly,  yet  will  be  fishable  by  end 
of  week,  though  probably  still  on  the  high  side.  A 
quantity  of  flies  should  be  out,  including  March 
Brown,  Blue  and  Yellow  Duns,  Grannom,  Spider, 
Grey  and  Brown  Spinners,  Alder,  Stone,  Iron  Blue, 
and  Hardy  Brown,  and  from  these  a  selection  may 
be  made  according  to  the  day.  The  past  two  days 
(May  12  and  13)  have  been  finer,  and  as  the  glass 
has  crept  up  there  seems  a  probability  of  some 
settled  fine  weather,  in  which  case  fishing  should  be 
good  in  the  coming  week. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  past  week 
has  upon  the  whole  been  a  fair  one  for  fly  fishers, 
although  the  river  has  alsvays  been  full,  and  some- 
times too  discoloured  for  good  sport.  Last  Friday 
(May  8)  a  good  basket  was  made  at  Tipton  St. 
John's,  consisting  of  six  brace  of  trout  weighing 
between  61b.  and  71b.  Four  of  these  were  taken  with 
wet  fly,  the  remaining  eight  with  a  floating  Olive 
Quill.  On  Tuesday,  May  12,  trout  rose,  freely  on 
the  Rolle  Estate  water  below  Colaton  Raleigh,  and 
one  rod  took  two  and  a  half  brace  of  capital  fish. 
On  Wednesday,  May  1 3,  the  river  was  in  excellent 
ply,  but  the  weather  looks  very  unsettled. — HinoN. 

Kingnrood  (White  Hart  Hotel).— The  recent 
heavy  flood  has  brought  up  several  nice  salmon. 
Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  staying  at  the  White  Hart, 
has  had  five  good  fish  in  five  days'  fishing: — On 
May  1,  one,  39|lb.  ;  on  7th,  one,  24|lb ;  on  11th, 
one,  311b. ;  on  13th,  two,  2Ulb.  and  22^16. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — Cold,  rainy  weather 
continues,  and  the  stream  is  swollen  and  discoloured. 
A  few  trout  have  been  caught  by  spinning,  including 
two  good  fish,  one  of  21b.,  taken  at  Monkmoor  by 
Mr.  J.  Edwards  while  spinning.  Little  or  nothing 
has  been  done  with  the  fly.  A  few  fish  have  been 
landed  on  the  little  river  Rea. — Hafrem. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy 
nech). — The  stormy  weather  which  has  been  so 
much  in  evidence  for  some  time  past  continued 
up  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  week,  since 
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which  time  it  has  been  much  more  settled  ;  but  these 
rivers  are  still  above  their  usual  level,  and  too  much 
discoloured  for  successful  angling.  Owing  to  the 
Severn  having  been  for  such  a  length  of  time  so  full 
of  water,  is  one  reason  perhaps  that  more  salmon 
have  been  seen  in  its  upper  reaches  than  for  many 
years  past,  and  on  Saturday  last,  one  gentleman 
whilst  angling  in  it  for  trout  near  Llandinam  hooked 
a  salmon  which  scaled  14ilb.  On  Monday  last  Mr. 
Martin  Woosnam,  of  Newtown,  Montgomeryshire, 
fishing  in  the  Severn  near  Peniarth,  succeeded  in 
capturing  the  largest  salmon  ever  taken  in  the 
upper  waters  of  this  stream.  It  was  over  forty 
inches  in  length,  and  26|lb.  in  weight. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— There  is  but 
little  to  record.  Streams  and  rivers  are  still  liigh 
and  clouded,  and  on  Wednesday  morning  there  was 
a  perceptible  white  frost.  Even  the  southerly 
wind  has  been  cold,  the  thermometer  standing  on 
Wednesday,  May  13,  at  50  degrees.  Trouting  at 
present  is  useless,  and  there  is  but  little  hope  of 
a  change  for  some  days.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthen).— At  time  of 
wntmg  (May  11)  the  river  is  in  good  order  for  fish- 
mg.  Nice  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  about  a 
week  ago.  The  weather  has  been  rather  too  cold 
for  fly  tishing  during  the  past  few  days.  The  net 
fishermen  continue  to  make  good  takes  of  salmon 
and  sewin  in  the  tidal  waters. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— Rivers  well  up,  and  fisliing 
prospects  remarkably  good.  Some  nice  catches  of 
trout  with  the  minnow  and  fly  have  been  had.  I 
heard  of  some  good  takes  on  the  Exmoor  rivers; 
one  lady,  amongst  her  takes,  had  a  fish  over  21b.' 
and  another  gentleman  told  me  he  had  fifty,  many 
over  ^Ib.  The  salmon  netsmen  have  caught  up  to 
the  average,  but  considering  the  thvmder,  etc.,  fish 

have  remained  on  the  bottom  of  the  river.  Rusty 

Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigfanshire).— The  river 
continues  in  first-rate  fishing  order.  Good  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  past  fortnight. 
Several  nice  salmon  have  been  landed  during  the 
past  few  days,  and  at  time  of  writing  (May  11) 
there  is  plenty  of  water,  and  prospects  good  for 
another  week  or  more. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Tame  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  considerably  and  is  clearing  nicely,  but 
is  still  on  the  high  side.  The  weather  has  been  so 
changeable  of  late,  one  day  thimder  and  lightning, 
followed  by  a  fine  simshiny  day,  and  the  next  you 
are  in  the  middle  of  winter  with  cold  winds  and 
hailstorms.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk  as  there 
has  been  scarcely  any  fly  fishing,  the  water  being 
so  high,  but  by  the  end  of  the  week  it  should  be  in 
capital  order  for  fishing.  The  trout  since  the  flush 
of  water  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  have 
been  taking  worm  well.  The  fish  are  now  evidently 
feedmg  on  the  bottom  on  the  caddis  bait,  and 
if  we  had  a  week  of  warm  weather  the  May  Fly 
would  be  up,  as  they  are  moving  on  the  beds  of  the 
river  now.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  brisk.  Pike 
fishing  has  accounted  for  nice  pike.  On  May  10, 
a  pike  4Jlb.  was  taken  along  the  Folley  by 
Mr.  Brampton  with  the  worm.  Minnow  fishing  has 
accounted  for  some  good  trout.  On  May  9,  a  good 
dish  of  trout  was  landed  with  running  worm.  On 
Monday  and  1  uesday.  May  1 1  and  12,  trout  fib.  and 
lib.  each  were  landed  with  bottom  baits.  All  that 
is  wanting  is  fine  weather,  and  sport  would  be  good. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwycheare  all  stained, 
but  are  getting  into  order  Fish  have  been  landed 
bottom  fishing  in  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

,   (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  weather  has 

been  very  bad  and  much  against  angling.  At  the 
end  of  last  week,  thunder  and  lightning  and  heavy 
aiQ  ware  had,  and  tha  water  was  high  and  muddy 


and  quite  out  of  orcler.  Since  Saturday  (May  9) 
there  has  been  a  change  for  the  better,  and  the  river 
soon  ran  down  and  is  now  clearing  nicely,  but  still 
rain  threatens,  and  it  is  like  winter  one  day  and  the 
next  you  are  in  the  middle  of  summer.  Fishing  has 
been  very  quiet  this  week,  the  water  being  out  of 
order  for  fly,  and  the  only  angling  done  has  been 
bottom  fishing  with  worm  •  some  nice  trout  have 
been  landed  in  good  condition.  The  fish  are  feeding 
on  the  caddis  bait,  and  May  Fly  would  soon  be  up 
if  the  weather  was  warmer.  With  fine  weather  fly 
fishing  should  be  good  next  week. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  Nortli  and  South,  and  ITeighbouringf 
Rivers. — The  North  Tyne  during  the  past  week 
has  yielded  some  good  baskets  of  trout;  one 
gentleman  resident  on  the  North  Tyne  had  a  good 
basket  of  fifteen,  taken  with  March  Brown  and 
Greenwell's  Glory.  A  good  catch  of  thirty-six  was 
basketed  on  the  Bellingham  water.  The  Wansbeck 
has  fished  well ;  a  Gateshead  gentleman  had  a  nice 
basket  of  62  trout,  all  taken  with  the  fly.  A  friend 
and  I  fished  a  rather  well  whipped  stretch  of  the 
Wansbeck.  I  succeeded  in  killing  sixteen,  mostly 
small.  My  friend  fared  well  with  two  fairly  large 
ones  amongst  his  catch.  The  Coquet  is  fishing 
well.  A  Newcastle  angler  basketed  thirty-six 
good  trout  on  the  Anglers'  Rest  water  at 
Weldon  Bridge,  all  fly.  Mr.  Lawson,  fishing  the 
Coquet  in  the  Brinkburn  district,  took  a  good  basket, 
none  under  lOin.  This  indicates  the  true  sportsman, 
and,  if  his  example  were  followed,  most  of  our 
northern  rivers  would  be  worth  fishing.  By  order 
of  the  Tyne  Conservancy  Board,  we  hope  to  show 
the  different  species  of  salmon  fry,  which  will,  we 
hope,  assist  to  abate  the  nuisance  of  inexperienced 
anglers  taking  the  young  salmon. — Henry  A. 
MURTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10, 
Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Brldg^e).  —  The 
rivers  at  present  are  in  very  good  order  for  fly 
fishing ;  no  salmon  have  been  caught  here  yet,  but 
several  good  fish  have  been  caught  below  Brecon. 
Several  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught 
here.  The  best  killing  flies  are  March  Brown,  Quill 
Gnat,  and  Dark  Blue. — Pontsenny. 

Usk  (Usk).  —  The  river  continues  iil  excellent 
condition  for  the  salmon  angler,  and  May  6 
provided  the  most  successful  day's  sport  noted 
for  many  a  long  day  in  the  month  of  May.  A  good 
number  of  fish  have  been  seen,  and  a  continuance 
of  good  sport  would  seem  to  be  assured.  The  fol- 
lowing have  been  the  "kills  "  reported  : — On  May  6, 
Mr.  H.  W.  Pride,  one,  61b.  On  May  8,  Mr.  Pride, 
one,  5|lb.  May  11,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  one,  17|lb.  (Prioress 
Kat).  May  12,  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  one,  28|lb. 
fjrostrey  Pound),  the  largest  caught  so  far;  Mr. 
Mervyn  King,  one,  141b.  (Lower  Pandy) ;  Rev.  H.  J. 
Bates,  two,  111b.  and  251b.,  the  latter  of  which  he 
foul-hooked.  May  13,  Col.  Morris,  one;  Mr.  John- 
son, one,  181b.  (in  the  Road  Pool)  ;  Mr.  Pride,  one 
(in  the  Whibbs),  losing  another  after  playing  him 
for  an  hour  and  getting  his  tackle  broken;  Col. 
Rocke,  one,  lUb.  (Parker's  Hole);  and  Mr.  Pryce- 
Jenkins,  one. — -T.  R. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Linos).— There  has 
been  a  heavy  rainfall  since  last  writing  in  Lincoln- 
shire. A  few  fishermen  were  out  trying  their  luck 
in  North  Lincolnshire  as  the  weather  had  im- 
proved, but  the  spate  was  too  heavy  for  sport. 
The  only  flies  to  be  Seen  are  the  Yellow 
Cowdung,  but  Alder  and  Hawthornes  ought  to 
come  in  plenty,  and  would  do  if  the  weather 
was  a  bit  warmer.  There  is  a  little  more  sunshine 
this  week,  and  doubtless  sport  will  be  better  for  it. 
A  good  deal  of  rain  fell  at  the  week-end  in  the 
south-western  portion  of  the  county,  practically 
floods  are  too  heavy  for  the  fish  to  be  reached. 
Flies  are  'getting  pretty  numerous  now  after  mid- 
day. Anglers  are  expecting  more  success  this  week 
than  last. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Berwent  (Derbyshire). — The  incessant 
rains  we  have  had  for  a  week  or  more  have  kept 
these  rivers  too  high  for  successful  fly  fisliing ;  very 
few  fly  men  have  been  out  on  either  stream.  There 
have  been  some  nice  little  catches  taken  with  worm. 
iVir.  C.  Krrkland  and  a  friend  fishing  the  Darleydale 
Club's  water  on  May  7,  two  brace,  and  Mr.  W.  Kirk- 
land  on  May  9,  fishing  same  water  near  Oaker  end, 
took  four  brace,  all  good  fish  ;  a  few  others  have 
been  out  but  fared  badly.  The  weather  bein^  very 
unsettled,  the  Derwent  is  twelve  or  eighteen  inches 
too  high  for  the  fly,  although  a  nice  bottom  fishing 
water  has  been  on  a  week  or  more.    The  weather 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  patterii.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-ti-out  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.^.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "Piscator  Leeds." 


prospect  appears  a  little  better  to-day  (Wednesday). 
Useful  flies,  when  the  water  is  lower,  are  Yellow  and 
Olive  Duns,  Pale  Blue  Dun,  Sand  Fly,  Black  Gnat, 
and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oose, 
etc.  (Torks), — Rain  has  fallen  nearly  every  day, 
therefore  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been  running 
bankful;  but  there  was  a  delightful  change  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  consequently  all  our 
streams  were  running  in  nice  condition.  Now  should 
be  the  time  for  fishing  the  creeper  with  success,  but 
I  am  afraid  with  the  recent  heavy  rain  all  of  them 
will  have  been  washed  away.  On  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Yore  the  local  anglers  have  had  very  fair  sport. 
I  had  fair  sport  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Cover 
the  other  day ;  my  basket  contained  nineteen  nice 
fish.  On  the  lower  reaches  very  little  has  been  doing. 
The  river  Wharfe  has  been  rather  discoloured  all  the 
week,  but  is  now  running  in  splendid  condition  for 
fly.  In  the  upper  reaches,  in  tho  districts  of 
Kiinsey,  Thresfield,  Grassington  and  Burnsall,  some 
nice  baskets  have  been  made.  Lower  down,  in  the 
district  of  Bolton  Woods,  Addingham,  and  Ilkley, 
some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been '  made.  The 
Nidd. — Crimple  Beck  has  been  slightly  coloured  all 
the  week.  The  water  has  been  high  in  the  district 
of  Knaresborough,  Ribston,  and  Hunsingore ;  sport 
has  ruled  only  moderate.  The  Derwent,  Rye  and 
Riccall,  Pickering  and  Costa  Becks  are  all  running 
with  a  fair  volume  of  water. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Aberfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel). — Mr. 

and  Miss  Rowsell,  fishing  Loch-na-Craig  from  here, 
caught  a  nice  basket  of  trout  weighing  71b. — Alex 

NiCOL. 

Border  XSsk  and  Liddle. — Sea-trout  have  now 
begun  to  run  in  the  Esk  as  far  as  Langholm.  Mr. 
R.  Nelson,  Rowanburn,  had  one  in  the  mid-reaches 
at  Canonbie  Bridge  weighing  l^lb.  Mr.  T.  John- 
stone landed  a  sea-trout  at  the  Island  Pool  in  Lang- 
holm water ;  the  Rev.  M.  Bagshaw,  Eskdale  Hotel, 
Langholm,  creeled  twenty-nine  yellow  trout,  a 
dozen  of  them  Jib.  each  ;  and  at  another  fishing 
forty-four  yellow  trout,  weighing  181b.,  all  got 
with  March  Brown  Fly.  Sea-trout  are  in  the 
Liddle  as  far  as  Kershope  Foot,  and  one  was 
caught  there  by  Mr.  D.  Murray,  weighing  1  Jib.,  while 
another  was  got  in  the  Inch  Pool,  below  Penton, 
about  the  same  weight.  Mr.  J.  Beattie,  Copshaw, 
had  twelve  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Liddle,  and  Mr.  Murray  had  a  good  basket  in  the 
same  water.  Fishing  in  the  Canonbie  water  of  the 
Esk,  Mr.  D.  Little,  Byreburn,  caught  a  new  run 
salmon,  151b.,  and  Mr.  S.  McKune  landed  one  of 
141b.  in  the  Willow  Pool  on  the  Sandbed.  A 
gentleman  staying  at  the  Key,  Cononbie,  has 
had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  and  one  sea- 
trout  in  the  mid-reaches  below  Canonbie  Bridge. 
The  rod  fishing  on  the  Border  Esk  is  again  let  in 
sections  from  Lynefoot,  below  Longtown,  to  the  top 
of  the  Thistle  Pool,  the  head  of  the  Netherby  water 
at  Scotch  Dyke.  There  is  a  good  stretch  of  open 
fishing  at  Metal  Bridge.  Sea-trout  are  making  a 
better  Show  in  the  Solway  Firth,  and  a  good  season 
is  anticipated.  Fishing  in  the  Cauldron  pool  in  the 
Double,  Mr.  D.  Little  landed  a  new  run  salmon  of 
81b.  Below  Longtown  some  bull-trout  have  been 
got  ;  also  some  salmon  have  been  caught  in  the 
Firth,  which  is  always  a  fair  index  to  the  rivers 
which  flow  into  it.  Mr.  A.  Keen  haid  thirty  yellow 
trout  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle.  Other 
anglers  have  had  one  to  three  dozen  in  the  same 
water. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B  ). — On  the 
Invercharron  waters  the  following  sport  has  been 
obtained: — On  May  4,  Mr.  Powell,  Balnagown  Arma^ 
Hotel,  landed  a  12-pounder;  Mr.  Pulteney,  one  of 
91b.  On  5th,  Mr.  Powell  caught  one  of  9ilb.  On 
6th,  Mr.  Pulteney  had  two  of  81b.  and  T^lh. ;  on  7th, 
one  of  7Jlb. ;  and  on  8th,  four,  weighing  161b.,  13lb  , 
101b.  and  10 Jib.  On  9th,  Mr.  Powell  landed  a  15- 
pounder.    Weather  very  imfavourable. — B. 

Oarsphaim. — Out  from  Salutation  Hotel,  Mr. 
Hyslop,  of  Stalybridge,  had  on  May  7  twenty-two 
trout ;  on  the  8th,  thirty  ;  and  on  the  9th,  eight. — 
M.  Mitchell.  , 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel,  IT.B.) — 
Fishing  from  Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  May  11,  on 
Loch  Katrine,  Mr.  Neale  Thomson  caught  fifteen 
trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  James  Menzies,  fourteen  trout, 
6Jlb. — Donald  Ferguson. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).  —  Ninety -eight  rods 
engaged  in  seven  club  competitions  during  the  week, 
biit  of  these  sixty-six  returned  without  effecting  a 
single  capture.  The  most  successful  competition 
was  held  by  the  Kinross-shire  Club,  when  ten  of  the 
seventeen  competitors  captured  twenty -seven  trout, 
weighing  351b.  14oz.  The  first  prize,  which  was  the 
best  catch  during  the  week,  weis  awarded  Rev.  A.  M. 
Sutherland,  who  secured  five  trout  weighing  71b.  6oz. 
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Few  private  parties  have  been  out  owing  to  the 
want  of  sport. — Robert  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.)-— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  May  4,  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen  killed  two  salmon,  201b.  and  101b. ;  on  5th, 
one,  221b.;  on  6th,  tivo,  7  Jib.  and  5pb.— S.  Tilston. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Since 
last  reported,  about  a  month  ago,  the  sport  has  been 
as  follows -.—On  April  20  and  21,  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge, 
landed  ten  salmon.  On  21st  and  22nd,  Dr.  Furner 
caught  six.  On  22nd,  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvma 
Lodge,  had  five,  and  Mr.  Gill  two.  On  23rd,  Col. 
Fryer,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  one,  and  Mr.  Campbell 
two.  On  24th,  Mr.  Johnson,  Skelpick  Lodge, 
landed  six  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1.  On  25th,  Mr. 
Johnson  caught  two  salmon.  Col.  Fryer  two,  Mr. 
Campbell  two.  Dr.  Furner  one,  and  Mr.  Gill  one. 
On  27th,  Mr.  Gill  landed  eight  on  No.  1,  and  Mr. 
Johnson  three  on  No.  2.  On  28th,  Mr.  Gill  four  on 
No.  2,  Dr.  Turner  four  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Johnson 
two  on  No.  1.  On  29th,  Mr.  Campbell  had  one  on 
No.  1,  the  Syre  rods  three  on  Nos.  2  and  3.  and 
Col.  Fryer  one  on  No.  6.  On  30th,  Col.  Fryer 
landed  five  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Campbell  two  on 
No.  2.  On  1st  inst.  Mr.  Johnson  landed  six  on 
No.  1,  Col.  Fryer  three  on  No.  2,  and  Messrs.  Camp- 
bell and  Gill  one  each  on  Nos.  3  and  5  respectively. 
On  2nd,  Mr.  Jolinson  captured  seven  on  No.  1,  Mr. 
Campbell  one  on  No,  4,  and  Mr.  Gill  one  on  No.  5. 
— B. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  Dee  was  in  flood 
for  a  short  time  last  week,  and  has  been  in  good 
tiim  eyer  since.  Fish  were  shifted  a  good  deal,  and 
a  good  few  fresh  ones,  including  some  grilse,  came 
away  with  the  spate.  On  the  upper  waters  sporfc  is 
fairly  bright,  especially  at  Ballater,  where  record 
sport  is  being  got  by  the  several  rods  both  on  the 
Invercauld  and  Balmoral  beats,  sometimes  as  many 
as  a  dozen  fish  being  got  in  a  day  to  two  and  three 
rods.  On  the  Glentana  and  Aboyne  waters  sport 
has  been  good.  On  the  Forest  of  Birse  water. 
Captain  Tillard  had  one  of  71b.,  one  of  l^lh.,  and 
one  of  211b.  ;  Mrs.  Jenkins  had  one  of  151b.  on  the 
hotel  water,  one  of  71b.,  and  one  of  lOlb.  ;  while 
Mr.  Prince  creeled  one  of  7^1b.,  and  three  of  'Sib., 
81b.,  and  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Crocker  landed  one  of  81b., 
one  of  8^1b.,  two  of  5^1b.  and  111b,  and  one  of  8|lb. 
On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section  some  sport  has  been 
got,  chiefly  on  the  Ballogie  waters.  Here,  Mr.  A. 
Brocklehurst  had  two,  of  71b.  and  81b.,  and  on 
Thursday  (May  7)  three,  scaling  from  71b.  to  101b. 
Lady  Mabel  Smith  had  one  of  81b.,  and  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Fitzwilliams  one  of  7ilb.  on  Friday  (May  8). 
On  the  Commonly  water  Mr.  Eric  Fitzwilliams  has 
had  some  excellent  sport  during  the  past  fortnight. 
On  the  Woodend  and  Caimton  waters,  as  also  on 
the  Banchory  reaches,  a  few  fish  have  been  landed, 
but  the  river  has  for  the  most  part  been  too  big. 
On  the  lower  reaches  good  baskets  of  finnock  have 
been  made  by,  among  others,  Mr,  Davidson.  West- 
Cults.  On  the  tidal  waters,  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay, 
Aberdeen,  had  several  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout, 
the  fish  averaging  fully  lib.,  and  all  to  the  fly. 
Messrs.  Banks,  Robertson,  and  others  also  had 
good  sport.  The  Don. — Hardly  a  single  fish  had 
got  over  the  Muggiemoss  Dyke  till  last  week,  when 
the  four  days'  spate  gave  them  a  free  passage. 
On  the  Kintore  and  Inverurie  reaches  a  few 
have  been  creeled.  Mr.  Kilgour  and  friend  had 
one  day  lately  351b.  of  brown  trout  between  them, 
but  the  average  basket  is  nearer  101b.  than  the 
above.  On  Pitmedden  Mr.  Lindsay's  keeper  has 
also  done  remarkably  well,  and  with  anything  like 
genial  weather  the  trouting  season  would  un- 
doubtedly be  a  good  one  yet.  On  the  Ythan  and 
the  Ugie  little  is  being  done,  but  a  fresh  impetus 
will  now  be  given  once  the  water  clears  from  the 
efiects  of  the  recent  heavy  spates.  On  the  coast 
salmon  are  rather  scarce,  and  prices  up,  but  grilse 
are  getting  more  plentiful.  A  royal  sturgeon  was 
landed  at  Aberdeen  on  Monday  morning  (May  11) 
from  a  local  trawler.  The  Rock  Fishers  have  com- 
menced their  season,  and  are  getting  good  baskets. 
— G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  May  4,  Sir  John 
Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  of  Creedy,  landed  a  91b. 
salmon,  and  Sir  John  Shelley,  of  Michelgrove,  one 
of  101b.  On  the  5th,  Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie  got 
two,  of  121b.  and  141b.  On  the  6th,  Sir  J.  Ferguson- 
Davie  got  a  12-pounder,  and  Sir  John  Shelley  two, 
weighing  141b.  and  151b.  On  the  7th,  Sir  John 
Shelley  caught  one  of  231b.,  and  Sir  J.  Ferguson- 
Davie  a  9-pounder.  On  the  8th,  the  last-named 
angler  landed  two,  of  251b.  and  111b.,  and  Sir  John 
Shelley  one  of  101b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  of  the 
Solway  district  have  been  in  fairly  good  order 
for  fly  fishing  for  trout,  and  a  few  nice  baskets  have 
been  caught.  Fishing  in  the  Warmanbie  portion, 
an  angler  had  two  brace  of  good  yellow  trout.  In 
the  tidal  waters,  Mr.  W.  Thomson  landed  a  clean 
run  sea-trout  of  2J^lb.  with  fly,  in  the  stream  below 
Carr's  Shed,   Mr.  J.  M.  Gray  killed  over  twenty 


yellow  trout  in  the  higher  waters  of  the  Annan, 
and  Mr.  Wm  Sharp  had  eight  in  Hoddom  Castle 
water.  The  Nith  has  been  in  fair  trim,  but  sport 
has  not  been  of  much  account  of  late.  In  the 
Galloway  rivers  sport  has  shown  some  improve- 
ment. The  lochs  are  yielding  better  sport,  too. 
Fishing  in  the  Carsphairn  district  of  Galloway 
several  rods  have  met  with  fairly  good  sport.  Mr. 
Hyslop,  Stalybridge,  out  from  the  Salutation  Hotel, 
Carsphairn,  on  May  7,  killed  twenty-two  trout.  On 
the  following  day  he  had  thirty,  and  on  May  9  he 
had  a  smaller  catch.  Mr.  Ross  was  out  in  the 
Eglinton  Hotel  boat  on  Loch  Doon  on  May  11,  and 
had  twenty-one  yellow  trout.  On  May  9  an  angler 
caught  thirteen  trout  on  the  same  loch,  weighing 
41b.  9oz. — Heathebbell. 

Stronachlachar. — Fishing  from  Stronachlachar 
Hotel  on  May  12,  Mr.  James  Menzies  and  friend 
caught  eighteen  trout,  7|lb. :  Mr.  Neale  Thomson 
twelve  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Drayson  and  Mr.  Smallwood 
four  trout,  lib.  13oz. ;  on  Loch  Chon,  on  same  date, 
Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Telfer,  five  trout,  21b.  13oz. — 
DoNAiiD  Ferguson. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — Fair  weather 
has  been  experienced  during  last  four  weeks,  and 
few  fish  have  been  on  the  run.  However,  the  first 
flood  should  see  the  grilse  appearing.  River  and 
lakes  very  low  at  present. — Jock  Scott. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone). — This  stream 
is  in  fair  order  for  fly  fishing.  On  these  reaches 
some  bags  of  fine  trout  were  made  in  the  past  week, 
though  the  lakes  were  not  up  to  the  average. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Ballinrobe  (co.  Mayo). — Lord  Justice  Walker, 
fishing  from  the  Railway  Hotel,  Ballinrobe,  caught 
seventeen  trout,  from  lib.  to  41b.,  during  first  four 
days  on  Lough  Mask.  Major  Staunton  caught 
twelve  trout,  St.  Lascelles,  on  May  11,  one  81b. 
— T.  Stannebs. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  in 
nice  order.  Salmon  very  numerous.  On  the  upper 
waters  J.  Pike,  D.L.,  had  seven  salmon,  81b..  9Jlb., 
g^lb.,  lOJlb.,  10|lb  ,  141b.,  and  UJlb.  ;  the  Earl  of 
Bandon,  two,  141b.  and  151b.  ;  W.  Duke,  one,  221b. ; 
Mr.  Longfield,  one,  191b.;  D.  Wren,  one,  111b.; 
Mr.  Gilmor,  four,  101b.  to  141b. ;  Mr.  Brevan,  one, 
171b.  On  the  lower  waters,  J.  A.  AUman,  one, 
101b. ;  F.  C.  Stenning,  one,  121b.  ;  and  T.  Lane,  one, 
101b.— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Bann  and  Tributaries.  —  Spring-like  weather 
and  showers  from  the  north  and  west  have  been 
experienced  for  the  past  week,  and  trout  have  been 
rising  well  to  the  natural  flies.  The  river  is  fallingp' 
but  it  is  yet  very  high  for  the  season,  and  in  ccn- 
sequence  the  salmon — of  which  there  is  a  large  run 
coming  in  from  the  sea— are  not  resting  in  the 
Caronroe  stretch,  but  are  going  into  the  middle  and 
upper  sections.  The  Kilrea  and  Portglenone 
reaches  are  stocked,  and  two  spring  salmon  have 
been  caught— one  141b.  by  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  and  one 
191b.  by  Mr.  Henry  Coates  under  the  weir. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.  —  On  the  Crossgar,  on 
May  8,  youi  correspondent  creeled  six  trout  up  to 
lib.,  and  several  other  anglers  had  fish.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Collins,  on  the  Braid,  killed  eighty-two  trout  in 
two  days,  eighteen  of  them  fib.,  and  the  balance 
averaging  |lb.  On  the  Crumlen,  Glenavy.  Clady, 
and  other  waters  numerous  trout  were  killed. 
Fishing  Trooper's  Lane  Dam,  on  May  9,  Mr.  James 
Meganitty  caught  seven  trout,  and  the  same  day 
Mr.  Davison  had  a  similar  catch  on  Woodburp 
Dam.— J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— Durmg  the 
early  part  of  the  past  week,  the  water  was  rather 
low,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  a  nice  fresh  is  iii  the 
river,  and  is  in  good  fishing  order.  T.  Gilroy 
(keeper)  landed  two  salmon,  91b.  and  101b.,  during 
the  past  week,  and  trout  anglers  had  some  fair 
sport  on  the  river  also. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Trout 
did  not  rise  well  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week, 
as  the  cold  N.E.  winds  prevailing  kept  the  fly  from 
hatching  out  in  any  quantity  yet ;  the  anglers  out 
on  the  river  during  the  past  week  landed  some 
handsome  trout,  weighing  from  lib.  to  3Jlb.  At 
time  of  writing  a  nice  soft  wind  is  blowing  from  the 
west  and  fishing  prospects  good.— M.  Rogan  and 

Sons.  .         ,     j     ■  ^ 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork).— River  m  good  order,  but 
salmon  very  sulky  and  not  taking  at  all  as  free  as 
they  might,  considering  the  great  numbers  that  are 
to  be  seen  in  every  pool.  On  Ashton,  H.  Austen 
had  two  salmon,  lUb.  and  131b.  On  Williams  water. 
Captain  SaurLo,  one.  101b.  On  Lord  Bandon's  water, 
Mrs.  WilUams,  one,  141b.  On  Nettleville,  H.  Welch 
Thornton,  five  81b.  to  111b.;  R.  Nettles,  six,  71b. 
to  131b. ;  and  D.  Biordan,  three,  81b.,  101b.,  lOJlb. 
On  Clashaneur,  A.  C.  Oppenhein,  K.R.R.,  one,  6lb. 
On  the  upper  Sullane  River,  local  anglers  from 
Macroom  had  eight  salmon.    On  Ashton  water,  W. 


T.  Crawshay,  eight,  5ilb.,  61b.,  61b.,  7Jlb.,  81b., 
8Jlb.,  91b.,  and  9Jlb.  ;  and  Mrs.  F.  M.  Crawshay, 
two,  81b.  and  101b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 
Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

On  May  7,  Mr.  Jackson,  fishing  with  Ned  Dennehy, 
caught  two  salmon  on  Lough  Currane  which  weighed 
12Jlb.  and  111b.  respectively.  Brown  trout  have 
not  yielded  the  usual  sport  on  Lough  Currane,  and 
only  a  few  sea  trout  have  been  had  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.  —  Sport  was  not  so  good 
during  the  past  week,  as  the  weather  was  cold 
and  north-east  wind  continued,  with  some  frost  at 
night.  The  following  salmon  were  landed  on  the 
lake  during  the  week:— Mr.  H.  H.  Walker,  one 
salmon  of  101b.;  Major  Hamilton,  one  salmon  of 
91b.;  Mr.  Kerr,  one  salmon  of  lllb.,  and  a  trout 
{Salmo  jerox)  of  51b. ;  Mr.  Munday.  one  salmon 
of  91b.;  and  Mr.  Kelly,  one  salmon  of  71b.,  and  two 
gillarooe  trout  of  21b.  and  2ilb.  The  foUowing 
anglers  had  some  nice  catches  of  trout  on  the  lake 
during  the  past  week,  and  amongst  the  trout  taken 
were  sorae'gillarooes  weighing  lib.,  1  Jib.,  and  21b. : 
Dr.  W.  G.  Dunwoody,  Dr.  Blayney,  Mr.  H.  Lees, 
and  friends.  Mr.  A.  H.  Woods,  Captain  Van 
Koughnet,  R.N.,  Lady  Jane  Van  Koughnet,  Dr. 
Whiteford,  Mr.  J.  Paterson,  Mr.  Guttler,  etc.— M. 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  are  fairly 
good,  considering  the  time  of  the  season.  This 
season  has  been  marked  by  the  great  increase  in 
the  size  of  the  individual  fish,  some  specimens  of 
which  have  reached  over  21b.  Some  salmon  have 
reached  the  tributaries,  which  is  early. — J.  A.  B. 

Mourne  (Newto-wn  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  good  order. 
A  good  many  rods  were  out  on  the  Glenelly — a  fine 
tributary  of  the  Mourne — the  most  successful  being 
Mr.  Wigan,  whose  best  bag  was  only  twenty-eight 
trout,  on  11th  inst.;  and  Major  Anstey,  eighteen 
trout.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina).— Water  in  good  order,  but  the 
winds  cold,  east  and  north-east,  with  showers. 
The  river  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  but  they  are 
rising  badly  owing  to  the  cold.  Lough  Conn  fished 
well  last  week.  Mr.  Arkle  got  one  on  Friday 
(May  8),  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  Duff  two  on  Saturday  (May  9), 
181b.  ;  and  Col.  Buckle  one  on  Saturday  (May  9), 
lOlb.  Good  sport  expected  if  the  wind  goes  round 
to  south  or  south-west.  Trout  fishing  fair.— John 
Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  very  much  against  angling, 
wind  north-east.  Mr.  Court,  one  grilse,  3Jlb.,  one 
silmon,  lllb. ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson,  one  salmon,  lllb., 
a  id  lost  another  just  ready  for  netting ;  Mr.  Walter 
Diff,  two  salmon,  101b.,  lllb.;  Mr.  Peirse,  one 
grilse,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Talbort,  two  salmon,  lllb.,  131b. 
Trouting  on  the  loughs  also  poor.  Several  small 
jack  have  been  got,  largest,  131b.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The  vile 
north  winds,  accompanied  with  beastly  rains,  have 
come  back  to  us  with  the  result  that  the  lake 
trouting  has  received  a  check,  although  the  Green 
Drake  has  put  in  an  appearance,  and  a  few  boats' 
crews  have  got  a  few  good  trout.  It  is  very  dis- 
appointing. However,  with  a  day  or  two  of  sun- 
shine things  will  come  right.  Salmon  fishers  have 
fared  pretty  well  this  week.  On  May  7,  Mr.  Cecil 
Wray  landed  a  fine  fish  of  17Pb.  on  Mr.  Henry's 
preserves ;  Mr.  Sperling,  two,  221b.  and  151b. 
May  9,  Mr.  W.  Malmsbury  Cotham,  one,  151b,  on 
the  Mill  Pool.  May  13,  Mr.  Hall,  one,  121b.  May  9, 
Miss  Rochfort,  co.  Westmeath,  one,  17lb.,  on 
Mr.  Vinter's  section;  and  two  of  131b.  and  81b. 
were  taken  on  the  free  water. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  water-level  has 
been  very  irregular  during  the  week  ;  weather  rainy. 
On  Doon  ass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  two  salmon, 
n\\b.  and  251b.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  F.  Cooper  killed 
two  salmon,  221b.  and  171b.  On  Hermitage,  Lord 
Massy  landed  two  salmon,  10 Jib.  and  151b.  On 
Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one  salmon, 
13 Jib.  On  the  Summerhill  fishery,  Mrs.  Ingham 
caught  one  salmon,  141b.  On  the  Castle  fisher j', Mr. 
T.  L.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  lllb.  On  the 
World's  End  fishery,  Mr.  E.  T.'Ingham  landed  one 
salmon,  201b. — J.  Enright  and  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux.— May  9. — Tardy  spring  has  declared 
itself  at  last  with  fine  weather,  broken  by  thunder- 
storms or  gentle  rains.  The  cuckoo,  landrail,  and 
field-cricketa  have  been  heard  and  a  few  sauterellea 
seen,  but  only  odd  small  May  Flies  now  and  then 
appear.  Good  baskets  of  trout  up  to  51b.  and  71b. 
have  been  got  in  the  Rhone  Valley  streams  and  in 
the  Rhone  itself,  where  quite  lately  all  except  net 
fishing  has  been  suspended  by  reason  of  turbid 
floods  of  snow  and  riin  water — at  least  in  the  lower 
portion  near  the  lake— a  condition  likely  to  endure 
for  weeks.  May  5  was  a  rare  and  fine  fishing  day, 
balmy  with  varying  light  airs  or  calms,  and  none  of 
the  cold  up  -valley  wind  till  evening.  The  Stockalper 
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near  Vionaz  and  Vouvry  was  ia  fair  order,  yet 
there  were  hardly  any  fish  rising  independently. 
A  dry-fly  fisher  waiting  for  these  signs  would  have 
done  little,  though  the  wet  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Red 
Palmer,  and  March  Brown  displayed  in  likely  spots 
met  with  a  good  deal  of  attention,  sometimes  from 
very  desirable  fish.  I  had  a  nice  interview— while 
it  lasted — with  one  of  the  finest  trout  I  have  seen 
in  this  water,  so  nearly  in  the  landing-net  that  it 
could  be  estimated  at  2ilb.  or  31b.,  and  then  the 
dangerous  lower  lip  hold  broke  and  left  another 
chance  for  it  or  some  more  fortunate  angler.  Out  of  a 
pretty  but  not  large  dish  realised  most  had  deep 
pink  flesh,  while  those  outwardly  more  silvery  were, 
inwardly  as  white  as  perch.  A  native  piscator, 
met  with  in  the  train,  said  he  had  recently  made 
fourteen  or  fifteen  francs  a  day  by  his  rod.  using. 
chiefly  worms  or  minnows,  which  would  mean 
baskets  of  71b.  or  81b.  Flies  he  would  also 
use  if  the  fish  were  rising  freely  at  natural  ones. 
To-day  did  not  turn  out  so  well  as  the  look  of  the 
water  seemed  to  promise,  but  some  nice  trout — not 
many — came  to  the  March  Brown  and  Soldier 
Palmer.  Something  seemed  to  be  the  matter  with 
the  place,  for  a  worm  fisher  had  only  three  altogether, 
about  IJlb.,  and  by  four  o'clock  a  day  of  blazing 
sunshine  gave  way  to  hail  and  thunder-storms.  It 
was  good  to  hear  that  this  afternoon  10,000  young 
trout  were  turned  into  the  Sockalper  between 
Monthey  and  Vionaz.  The  Eau  Froid  stream  of 
late  has  looked  well  but  fished  badly,  one  whole 
afternoon  yielding  only  the  impression  that  there 
was  nothing  in  it  except  rather  discoloured  water 
on  that  occasion. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Burnham-on-Croucli.— Anglers  are  meeting  with 
very  poor  sport  on  the  Crouch  just  now.  Several 
were  down  on  May  10.  some  with  rods,  others  with 
hand  lines,  but  their  catch  consisted  only  of  a  few 
eels  and  a  dab.  Yet  the  trawlers  are  at  times 
getting  some  nice  soles,  a  few  small  codling,  plaice, 
flounders,  maids,  and  rokers. — J.  Wkight. 

Deal. — There  have  been  a  couple  of  decent  takes 
of  whiting,  flat-fish,  Uss  dogs,  Speer  dogs,  and  a  few 
rays  landed  from  inside  of  Goodwin  Sands ;  also  a 
few  rays  and  dogfish  close  to  shore;  bait,  mackerel. 
Tides  suit  for  the  Goodwin  fishing  early  in  the  morn- 
ing this  week-end,  and  improve  all  through  next 
week,  and  should  the  weather  then  be  fine,  and 
water  smooth,  I  anticipate  sport.  Should  Jany  gen- 
tleman wish  me  to  arrange  for  boat,  I  shall  be  rnost 
pleased  to  do  so.  If  possible  to  bring  down  some 
Iresh  herring,  well  iced,  I  should  advise  members 
to  do  so,  as  it  is  difficult  to  get  this  kind  of  bait 
this  time  of  year  in  Deal.— Edwakd  Hanger. 

Fowey  (Cornwall).  —  Owing  to  unfavourable 
weather  boat  anglers  have  had  but  little  sport  for 
some  weeks  past.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather 
is  somewhat  milder  axid  prospects  brightening.— H. 

Plymouth. — The  amateur  fishermen  are  doing 
well  with  the  pollack.  They  are  not  only  catching 
them  at  the  east  end  of  the  Breakwater,  but  also 
some  very  large  ones  at  the  East  Winter  Shoal, 
some  of  the  largest  carrying  away  their  gear.  The 
mackerel  are  rather  spasmodic  in  their  movements. 
Some  days  they  are  caught  in  the  Sound  and  other 
days  outside,  but  the  weather  being  so  unsettled  I 
expect  keeps  them  on  the  move.  I  am  glad  to  see 
they  have  been  having  good  catches  of  these  fish  to 
the'  westward.  The  last  iwo  seasons  have  been 
very  bad.  Flat-fish  are  plentiful  and  afford  good 
sport  on  the  ledger  lines.  I  have  not  heard  of  many 
bass  being  caught  the  last  few  days.— William 
HOARDER  (B.S.A.S.). 

Kamsgate. — A  good  many  anglers  have  been  out 
this  week,  but  the  takes,  considering  the  somewhat 
better  weather,  have  been  rather  disappointing. 
Mr.  Tanton  and  others  have  bad  flat-fish,  silver 
eels,  and  a  bass  or  two  from  the  Marina.  The 
Iron  Pier  has  also  afforded  flat-fish  and  a  few 
codling.  Few  boats  have  been  out,  but  on  Saturday 
(May  9)  Mr.  Poyn,  piloted  by  Millar,  brought  in 
nearly  three  score  of  mixture,  including  some  nice 
plaice. — Grey  Mullet. 

ScarboroTigli. — The  weather  has  been  very  un- 
favourable for  some  weeks  past  for  either  boat  or 
pier  angling.  Silver  whiting  have  not  come  into 
the  bay  yet,  and  only  a  few  plaice  or  dabs  or 
small  codling  to  be  caught  off  the  outer  pier.— H. 


Ilssociaiiotts 

(Spkoiai.  Meetings). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next.  May  18,  at  8  p.m.  The  latest  date 
for  alterations  in  guide-book,  and  the  receiving  of 
advertisements,  will  be  May  18.— R.  G.  Woodruff. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

Since  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  of  £4  Ss.,  Duke  of  Norfolk  A.S.  ; 
£1  15s.,  Carlton  A.S.  ;  £1  18s.,  Brorapton  A.S.  ; 
£1  63.  3d.,  Upton  Park ;  and  £14  43.,  per  Mr.  Wade, 
on  account  of  last  Lea  competition.  Tho  balance- 
sheet  has  been  audited  by  Messrs.  Elsmore  and 
Wells,  and  is  now  being  printed.  Will  let  clubs 
have  copies,  together  with  membership  forms,  as 
soon  as  possible.  It  is  hoped  that  the  general 
meeting  of  all  members,  which  it  was  proposed  to 
call  last  year,  will  shortly  be  arranged.  I  trust 
club  secretaries  will  do  their  best  to  make  this  year 
a  real  bumper  in  the  way  of  members.  It  is  on 
their  efforts  that  this  depends,  and  I  desire  to 
express  my  acknowledgments  of  their  response  to 
my  appeal  to  them  last  year,  which  has  resulted  in 
a  handsome  increase. — W.  H.  Barber,  Secretary, 
9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

There  was  a  very  crowded  attendance  of  delegates 
at  the  usual  monthly  meeting  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  W.C.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalt  occupied 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  was  vice-chairman. 
Included  in  the  correspondence  were  important 
matters  concerning  railway  concessions,  fisheries, 
from  the  Thames  League,  and  an  additional  letter 
from  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  refer- 
ence to  the  memorial  presented  concerning  the 
River  Thames  Bill.  Mr.  Elsmore  gave  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  recent  doings  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
Committee,  urging  clubs  to  give  this  old-established 
society  a  better  financial  support  during  the  ensuing 
season.  Delegates  were  requested  to  support  the 
concert  promoted  by  the  West  Epd  clubs,  to  take 
place  at  the  FulhamTown  Hall  on  Monday,  May  25. 
The  interim  report  showed  that  the  affairs  of  tho 
Association  were  very  flourishing.  The  number  of 
members  had  greatly  increased,  and  theyearhad  been 
one  of  distinct  usefulness,  accompanied  by  very  liberal 
donations  to  the  T.A.P.S.  and  up-river  Preservation 
Societies.  Ihe  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing 
season  were  r  President,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf ;  Vice- 
President  and  T.A.P.S.  Representative,  Mr.  W. 
H.  Elsmore;  Trustee,  Mr.  Thos  Crumplen; 
Secretary,  Mr.  Wade;  Tyler,  Mr  J.  J.  Smith; 
Visiting  Officer,  Mr.  Chas.  Watling;  General 
Committee.  Messrs.  R.  Clark.  J.  A.  Fitch.  H.  Holder, 
Rowland  Hill,  I.  Levien,  G.  Merry,  R.  Marshall.  J. 
Poole,  J.  Smith,  C.  Watling,  F.  J.  Williams,.  J. 
Wheelhouse;  A.B.S.  Committee,  Messrs.  J. 
A.  Fitch,  I.  T.evien.  G.  Merry,  J.  Smith,  F. 
Vanhegan,  J.  Wheelhouse,  C.  Watling  ;  Auditors, 
Messrs.  J.  Wheelhouse  and  W.  Elsmore.  A  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously  passed 
to  all  officers  for  their  work  in  the  past  season. 
Several  other  matters  received  attention,  but  were 
finally  referred  to  the  committee  for  report  at  f  uture 
date.  Secretaries  will  oblige  by  at  once  notifying 
any  alteration  in  their  addresses  for  guide-book  to 
the  secretary  at  6,  Priter-road,  London,  S.E. 

Balham  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  members  of  the  above  society,  numbering 
about  thirty,  held  their  first  annual  dinner  at 
French's  Restaurant,  High-road,  Balham,  on  Wed- 
nesday (May  6).  After  dinner,  which  was  splendidly 
put  on  by  Host  French,  the  usual  loyal  and  other 
toasts  were  given,  and  an  excellent  programme  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  gone  through, 
the  following  contributing  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
company:  Messrs.  F.  V.  Boxsius,  N.  Branson, 
N.  Darmaros,  Davis,  C.  Hurley,  E.  E.  Greenwood, 
W.  E.  Milborne,  J.  J.  Luetchford,  R.  W.  Nichols, 
S  Saville,  B.  Woolf,  and  Phil  Sefton.  The  chair 
was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Fielding.  Mr.  Syd.  Nunn 
presided  at  the  piano. 

City  of  London  Pisoatobial  Society. 
Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last,  when  fishing  reports  were  made  as 
follows  :— Dr.  Ladell  and  Mr.  Dryden,  fishing  at 
Dover,  some  dozen  or  so  plaice  and  pouting.  Mr. 
Higgs,  from  a  Worcestershire  stream,  two  brace 
good  trout.  Mr.  Maynard,  fishing  in  same  county 
with  another  gentleman,  also  took  eight  brace  of 
very  nice  trout.  A  gentleman  previously  nominated 
was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  a  new  member 
being  also  proposed.  This  being  the  date  fixed  for 
a  musical  evening,  those  present  listened  with  great 
pleasure  to  a  very  fine  programme  of  high-class 
music,  Messrs.  Biddle,  Green,  Hurren,  Kaberry, 
Taylor,  and  others  acquitting  themselves  with 
great  ability,  the  programme  being  further  strength- 
ened by  many  well-chosen  instrumental  and  other 
selections,  most  perfectly  rendered  by  an  unusually 
fine  phonograph,  kindly  lent  and  ably  superintended 
by  Mr.  Begernie.  A  most  delightful  evening's 
entertainment  concluded  with  the  customary  toast 
and  votes  of  thanks  to  the  artistes  and  the  chair- 
man, finishing  with  the  singing  by  all  present  of 
the  National  ^nthem  and  '*  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


Gbesham  Anqlino  Sooibty. 

Mr.  Zerfass  occupied  tho  chair  at  the  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Two  now  members  were 
elected.  Mr.  L.  B.  Rawling  was  chosen  to  represent 
the  Gresham  at  the  forthcoming  competition  at 
Loch  Leven  next  month.  Several  members  visited 
the  Chess  during  the  week.  Among  the  successful 
anglers  may  be  mentioned  Mr.  Borthwick,  who  took 
a  nice  trout  of  lib.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  H.  M.  Baker  secured 
one  of  lib.  14oz. ;  whilst  Messrs.  Basten  and  Gill 
returned  saveral  to  the  water.  A  discussion  on 
"  Clothing  for  Anglers  "  was  opened  by  Mr.  F.  E. 
Eldred.  In  his  opening  remarks  he  showed  the 
chief  characteristics  of  wool,  cotton,  silk,  and  linen 
materials,  and  gave  simple  tests  to  distinguLsh 
these  from  each  other.  Ho  referred  to  their 
varying  heat  -  conducting  powers,  and  brought 
out  the  good  and  bad  points  in  material.  A 
large  number  of  specimens  of  materials,  as  well  as 
complete  garments,  were  kindly  lent  for  the  occa- 
sion by  Messrs.  Malcom  and  Co.,  of  Green-street, 
Messrs.  Thomas  and  Sons,  of  Brook-street,  and 
Barberry,  of  the  Haymarket.  The  former  sent  a 
number  of  waders,  waterproof  jackets,  etc.,  and  a 
new  fishing  jacket,  very  light  and  of  a  tan  colour. 
These  were  carefully  examined  by  the  members,  and 
the  chief  points  of  interest  referred  to  favourably 
criticised.  It  was  felt  that  in  the  matter  of  water- 
proof things  ventilation  was  an  important  con- 
sideration, and  a  piece  of  cloth  was  shown  which 
for  two  hours  successfully  withstood  the  passage  of 
water  through  it,  yet  its  texture  was  so  loose  that 
one  could  see  through  it.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of 
the  hour  it  was  impossible  to  finish  the  discussion  ; 
its  further  consideration  is,  therefore,  to  be  con- 
tinued on  Tuesday  next. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  our  weekly  meeting 
on  May  13.  Very  few  members  had  angling  experi- 
ences to  report.  Mr.  F.  Berry  had  another  l^lb. 
trout  from  the  club  fishery  ;  and  from  the  sama 
water  Mr.  H.  Dunn  took  a  brace  of  fish  about 
|lb.  each,  and  Mr.  Westrup  a  small  one— returned. 
Members  are  reminded  that  the  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  next  Wednesday,  at  8  o'clock  sharp. 
— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Robert  Bradford  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  when  the  following  successful  angling 
experiences  were  reported  :  — The  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie, 
trout  from  Uxbridge ;  the  chairman,  trout  from  the 
Lambourne ;  Col.  Graham  Gordon,  one  and  a  half 
brace  of  trout  from  the  Itchen ;  Capt.  A.  E. 
Hayward  Pinch,  Messrs.  Horace  Brown  and  C. 
Butler  several  brace  of  trout  from  the  same  river. 
A  number  of  heavy  grayling  were  also  landed  by 
the  gentlemen  named  and  returned.  There  was 
no  news  from  the  Kennet. — Hon.  Sec. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers. 
The  third  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  the 
Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  at  the  Lock  Tavern, 
was  the  most  successful  yet  held.  There  was  a  big 
company  present,  over  which  the  Deputy-Mayor 
(A.  C.  Churchman,  Esq.)  was  a  genial  chairman; 
the  vice-chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  Burkitt.  The 
hon.  secretary  (Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate)  supplied  a  sub- 
stantial repast.  Letters  of  apology  for  non-atten- 
dance were  received  from  Mr.  E.  G.  Pretyman,  M.P.. 
the  Mayor  (W.  J.  Catchpole),  Mr.  E.  Packard, 
Mr.  H.  J.  W.  Jervis,  and  others.  The  loyal  toasts 
having  been  honoured,  the  chairman  gave  the  toast 
of  ^the  "  Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,"  and  said 
heVas  pleased  to  be  a  member  of  so  excellent  a 
society.  He  appreciated  the  objects  of  the  society — 
the  advancement  of  fair  fishing,  and  the  promotion 
of  friendly  intercourse  amongst  the  members  and 
friends  —  and  he  had  no  doubt  this  friendly 
intercourse  provided  excellent  entertainment. 
Mr.  Westgate,  in  reply,  said  the  society  was  going 
strong.  The  membership  had  gradually  increased, 
and  several  successful  matches  were  held  last  year. 
The  series  of  lectures  in  the  winter  months  wero 
highly  appreciated.  The  chairman  then  presented 
the  prizes  won  in  the  various  competitions.  With 
regard  to  a  prize  offered  for  the  largest  eel  caught  a 
rather  amusing  incident  occurred.  Two  member; 
tied  and  they  mutually  resolved  to  fish  off.  The 
result  was  that  only  one  of  the  men  turned  up.  and 
he  didn't  catch  an  eel  at  all.  The  editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  was  appealed  to  to  decide  whether 
the  man  who  turned  up  should  receive  the  prize. 
The  editor  said  the  prize  was  offered  for  catching 
fish  and  not  for  attempting  to,  and  therefore 
couid  not  be  awarded.  Finally,  however,  lots  were 
drawn,  and  the  luck  fell  to  :\Ir.  H.  C.  Westgate. 
Mr  G.  R.  Chilver  proposed  the  toast  of  "  Kindred 
Societies"  Mr.  A.  Townshend  Cobbold,  who  re- 
sponded on  behalf  of  the  Gipping  Angling  Preserva- 
tionSociety,  and  the  Working  Men's  Angling  Associa- 
tion,  congratulated  the  chairman  on  havmg  re- 
cently been  made  a  magistrate  for  the  county.  He 
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suggested  that  the  society  might  consider  the 
advisabihty  of  getting  angUng  societies  in  the 
eastern  counties  to  combine;  by  so  doing  they 
would  have  a  better  chance  of  success  in  getting 
railway  privileges,  and  they  could  probably  get 
permission  to  fish  in  certain  waters.  He  should 
like  to  do  something  for  the  Ipswich  Piscatorials; 
and  having  charge  of  the  fishing  at  King's  Fleet, 
through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Pretyman,  he  would — 
and  he  was  sure  Mr.  Pretyman  would  concur— allow 
members  of  the  society  to  fish  in  those  waters  free 
for  the  next  season.  There  were  some  fine  rudd 
there,  and  he  would  offer  a  prize  for  the  best  one 
captured.  Other  toasts  included  "  The  Donors  of 
Prizes  and  the  Winners,"  and  "The  Chairman." 
Messrs.  E.  Copeland,  H.  E.  Leach,  G.  Tate,  S.  Wain- 
wright,  G.  B.  Chilver,  etc.,  rendered  songs — nearly 
all  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  Mr.  J.  W.  Read 
accompanied. 


Sowings  bg^l^c  i^ag. 

'  A  little  sun,  a  little  rain, 

A  soft  wind  blowing  from  the  west ; 
And  woods  and  fields  are  green  again. 

And  warmth  within  the  mountain- s  breast." 

— A  Spr  ng  Poet. 


The  following  appreciative  note  on  the  late  Mr 
Hanbury  is  from  the  Leicester  Evening  Neivs  :— 
"  The  late  Minister  of  Agriculture  will  be  gratefully 
remernbered  by  hundreds  of  anglers  in  the  Midlands 
for  ^his  generous  concessions  to  Izaak  Walton's 
disciples.  The  Ilham  Hall  estate  includes  a  portion 
of  that  incomparable  piece  of  Derbyshire  scenery, 
the  beautiful  Dovedale,  beloved  of  the  author  of 
'Rasselas'  and  of  Rousseau,  who  were  not  fisher 
men,  and  of  Walton  and  Cotton,  who  were.  The 
Dove,  which  winds  along  a  green  hollow  between 
lofty  limestone  crags,  is  full  of  trout.  The  late  Mr. 
Hanbury  was  not  himself  a  greatly  enthusiastic 
angler.  He  had  a  lively  appreciation  of  the  great 
charm  and  value  of  his  riparian  possessions,  but  he 
freely  gave  his  fishing  to  anybody  for  the  asking." 

Mb.  Cecil  Howlett  has  been  elected  hon.  sec. 
and  treasurer  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  to  whom  all  communications 
should  in  future  be  sent. 


Me.  J.  Wbight,  of  Bumham-on-Crouch,  adds  the 
following  at  the  end  of  his  report : — "  The  whitebait 
netsmen  have  now  commenced  the  slaughter  of  the 
innocents.  "  Oh  !  that  it  could  be  stopped,"  is  the 
cry  of  nearly  every  fishermen  here.  The  old 
inhabitants  here  have  told  me  that  it  was  no 
trouble  for  them  to  go  and  catch  enough  good  edible 
fish  in  a  few  hours  to  feed  the  whole  of  the  village 
and  some  to  spare,  but  since  the  whitebait  netters 
have  come  they  cannot  now  get  enough  in  a  week 
to  feed  a  family.  They  say  the  reason  is  that  so 
many  millions  of  immature  fish  of  various  classes 
are  now  destroyed." 


"Of  what  use  is  the  editor  of  a  paper?" 
Budding  Novelist  :  "  To  cut  a  long  story  short." 

The  thirty-fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  Highbury 
Angling  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Bedford-square,  W.C,  on  Wednesday 
evening.  May  20,  at  7.30  for  8  o'clock.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  by  Mr.  F,  J.  Hudd,  and  the  vice-chair 
by  Mr.  G.  H.  Rayner.  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
being  elected  a  member  of  this  progressive  society, 
and  am  due  at  the  feast,  but  as  the  hon.  sec.  will 
have  none  of  my  "  If  pos.,"  I  can  only  say  (as  to  my 
dining  with  a  splendid  "school  "  of  sportsmen),  "I 
hae  ma  doots."  May  they  have  a  pleasant  evening. 
*  *  »  »  « 

The  twentieth  annual  dinner  of  the  Greenwich 
Angling  Society  will  take  place  on  the  same 
evening  (May  20)  at  the  "Druid's  Head,"  Church 
Street,  Deptford,  at  7.30  prompt.  President 
G.  H.  Dowsett  will  occupy  the  chair.  I  told 
Secretary  Dryden  last  year  that  I  would  endeavour 
to  be  present  at  their  next  dinner ;  but  how  can  I 
manage  Bedford  Square,  W.C,  and  Deptford,  S.E., 
at  one  and  the  same  time  ? 

♦  *.  *  •  • 

Amongst  other  items  of  club  news  I  may  mention 
that  the  Friendship  Angling  Society  enjoyed  them- 
selves on  May  12  over  their  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes,  when  the  chair  and  vice-chair 
were  occupied  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore.  A  host  of  talent  contributed  to  "the 
success  of  the  evening.  Amongst  other  toasts,  that 
of  Secretary  Levien  was  drunk  with  musical 
■  honours. 

♦  •  *  •  # 

The  Colebrook  Angling  Society  had  a  very  similar 
experience  to  the  "Friendship  "  over  their  annual 


dinner  and  distribution.  Evervthing  passed  of! 
most  satisfactorily.  Mr.  Stoke's  ■211b.  pike  was  on 
view  at  the  club-house. 

*  *  *  *  ♦ 

The  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.  (one  of  the  oldest  and 
best  of  the  London  angling  clubs)  is  now  under  the 
secretaryship  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith  ;  and  at  a  special 
meeting  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last  several 
ma,tters  of  great  importance  were  discussed,  which 
it  IS  hoped  and  believed  will  still  further  enhance 
the  popularity  of  the  club. 


and ,the  ventral  fin.  In  regard  to  life  history,  an 
interesting  phenomenon  may  be  noticed  as  the 
reproductory  season  approaches.  Gregariously  an 
ascent  is  agreed  upon  to  the  influvial  tributaries. 
Yes,  indeed,  Leuciscus  rutilua  is  an  interesting 
creature."  And  saying  this  the  professor  returned 
the  two-inch  roach  to  the  canal.  [Poor  ickle  fish  ! 
It  is  to  be  hoped  it  profited  by  the  lecture.] 


Mb.  L.  O.  Ceane,  of  Boston,  Mass..  kindly  sends 
the  following  : — ■ 

Oh,   rise  up.  Nelson  Cheney,  and  prepare  your 
"  Parmacheenie," 
Your  six-ounce  rod  and  "leader,"  your  landing- 
net  and  "  book." 
For  I've  given  up  feeling  lazy,  and  I'm  crazy, 
crazy,  crazy, 
To  join  you.  Nelson  Cheney,  by  the  troutlet- 
haunted  brook. 
I  hear  the  river  calling  high  above   the  angry 
brawling 

Of  the  rapid  as  it  plunges  the  mountain  gorges 
thro'. 

And  no  matter  what  befalls  me,  when  the  old 
St.  Maurice  calls  me 
I  cannot  help  responding  to  the  welcome  billet- 
doux  ; 

And  I'll  bring,  O  Nelson  Cheney,  just  a  leetle, 
teenie,  weenie 
Flagon  of  the  rale  Glenlivet   that  will  make 
your  soul  rej-oice. 
And  relieve  your  aching  femur  while  we're  waiting 
for  the  steamer. 
Then  hearken,  Albert  Nelson,   to  my  tender, 
pleading  voice. 

— Dbummond  (of  Montreal). 

A  fbiend  from  the  North  writes  :— "  Dear  Drag,  

I  was  relating  to  some  friends  what  a  nice  little 
outing  I  had  had  on  Good  Friday,  when  I  went  off 
for  a  day's  trouting  accompanied  by  a  young  lady. 
Thereat  one  of  them  quoted  that  passage  from 
Shakespeare,  but  construed  as  follows  :  '  There  is 
a  time  in  the  affairs  of  men,  which,  when  they  go 
a-fishing,  leads  on  to  courting.'  Do  you  think  this 
is  so  ?  "    [Very  likely  !    I've  done  it  myself.] 

In  a  note  from  Mr.  George  Merry,  of  the  Merry 
Anglers'  Piscatorial  Society,  I  am  reminded  that 
their  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on 
May  26,  It  will  be  remembered  that  under  the 
auspices  of  this  society  a  grand  concert  was 
organised  for  the  benefit  of  the" widow  and  children 
of  the  late  W.  Embleton.  It  is  gratifying  to  note 
that,  thanks  to  many  good  workers  in  the  cause  of 
philanthropy  (amongst  whom  were  Messrs.  Merry, 
Moore,, Wilkes,  and  Baker),  a  balance  of  £47  6s.,  after 
deducting  a  few  necessary  expenses,  was  handed 
over  to  the  widow. 


CoBHAM,  Kent. 


A  well-known  angler,  not  altogether  uncon- 
nected with  the  "  Variety  "  profession,  claimed  to 
have  caught  a  101b.  trout.  "Why,"  said  a  friend, 
"trout  don't  grow  so  large  as  that,  as  far  as  I 
know.  "They  do,"  put  in  a  third  party,  "after 
you  ve  told  the  story  a  few  times," 

"When  the  pie  was  opened,"  etc.  But  in  the 
note  from  the  Redditch  Indicator  which  appeared 
last  week  it  was  "  when  the  mackerel  was  opened," 
and,  lo  !  there  appeared  "  a  young  mackerel  five 
inches  in  length,  with  fins,  eyes,  and  other  parts 
well  developed."  Good  !  Thanks  to  a  fond  mother, 
there  was  one  little  fish  saved  from  the  trawl.  But 
no  sooner  does  one  merry  mackerel  mystery 
make  us  marvel  than  a  well-known  contributor, 
"X.  S.  R.,"  unearths  the  following  from  the 
Eastern  Daily  Press.  It  was  written  by  John 
Lyons,  of  the  Falcon,  Cossey,  and  this  is  what  he 
says:  "To  the  Editor.— Sir,— I  don't  know  whether 
the  following  item  would  interest  any  of  your 
piscatorial  readers,  or  whether  there  is  anything 
unusual  about  it  from  their  point  of  view.  On 
Friday  last  I  bought  some  mackerel  at  Mr.  Tuffield  s, 
m  the  Fish  Market,  and  on  their  being  prepared  for 
cooking  a  small  live  fish  jumped  out  of  the  belly  of 
one  of  them,  and  is  now  alive.  It  can  be  seen  at 
my  house  if  anyone  wishes  to  do  so." 


''\oTj  will  observe,"  said  the  professor  to  the 
little  boy,  "  that  in  this  genus  the  body  is  covered 
with  imbricated  scales,  that  the  dorsal  fin  is  short, 
and  that  the  osseous  ray  is  totally  absent.  You 
will  notice  that  the  pharyngeal  teeth  are  set  in 
single  series,  and  that  the  convoluted  shape  of  the 
jaw  and  gills  permits  of  the  imm?idiate  expulsion  of 
any  undesirable  food  absorbed  into  the  mouth. 
Referring  again  to  the  scales,  observe  how  there 
S.re  three  longitudinal  rows  between  the  lateral  line 


C  harles  Dickens  recognised  its  charms 
O  'er  spreading  woods,  parks,  pools,  and 
farms. 

B  lest  beauties  of  the  gentlest  kind, 
H  eart-lifting  in  the  soul  enshrined, 
A  nd  Cobham  Hall,  Church,  College,  Inn, 
and  Cot 

M  ake  picturesque  thia  ever-famoua  spot. 
The  Cobham  Dickens  Club  was  inaugurated  at 
the  Dickens  Restaurant,  Cobham,  Kent,  last  week, 
when  Mr,  Edwin  Drew  lectured  on  and  recited  from 
the  works  of  the  immortal  "Boz." 


Much  valuable  instruction  is  lost  by  teaching 
children  nursery  rhymes  which  are  quite  nonsensical. 
For  the  children  of  medical  men  the  old  rhymes 
might  be  altered.    For  instance  : — 
"  Sing  a  song  of  sickness,  yellow  in  the  eye,  | 
Four-and-twenty  gall-stones  choledecto-my  ! 
When  the  wound  was  opened,  the  bile  began  to 
flow; 

When  the  deuce  it's  going  to  stop  the  doctor 

doesn't  know  !  " 
— "  Pateefamilias  "  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
J  ournal. 


"  A  FEW  days  after  last  season  had  started,  I  was 
fishing  near  Pulborough,  Sussex.  I  used  a  twelve- 
foot  rod,  which  had  my  initials,  "  G.  M.,"  stamped  in 
silver  letters  on  each  joint.  I  hooked  a  small 
gudgeon,  but  before  I  could  land  it  a  jack  made  a 
dart  at  it  and  swallowed  it.  The  jack  went  off  with 
a  rush,  taking  my  line  and  two  top  joints,  and  dis- 
appeared. On  the  last  Sunday  of  the  season,  a 
friend  of  mine,  fishing  the  same  spot*  caught  a  jack 
of  101b.  9oz.  I  had  a  portion  of  this  gentleman  for 
breakfast  next  morning.  Imagine  my  surprise  when 
I  saw  stamped  along  the  back-bone,  "G.  M." 


Among  the  apparatus  carried  by  the  recent 
Scottish  Antarctic  expedition  were  two  immense 
drums,  each  containing  6000  fathoms  of  trawling 
cable,  with  which  to  expose  the  animal  and 
vegetable  life  at  great  depths  in  the  Southern  and 
Antarctic  Oceans.  Nearly  fourteen  miles  of  cable 
will  thus  be  brought  into  play.  What  those  cables 
may  bring  forth  to  the  world  of  science  may  be  as 
interesting,  if  not  so  momentous,  as  that  which  the 
first  great  ocean  cable  gave  to  commerce. 

Eleven  men  have  been  drowned  off  Ushant  by 
the  capsizing  of  the  French  fishing  boat  No.  913, 
of  Douamenez,  Brittany. 


A  school  teacher  in  Kentucky  had  some  trouble 
in  teaching  a  little  fellow  to  say  "double  1," 
"  double  e,"  "double  s,"  etc.  But  after  a  while 
his  efforts  were  fruitful,  and  he  was  gratified  by 
an  extraordinary  appearance  of  interest  on  the 
pupil's  part.  In  fact,  the  boy  became  a  double 
letter  hunter,  and  ceased  altogether  to  require 
attention  at  that  point.  About  that  time  they 
reached  the  lesson  concerning  the  early  riser,  be- 
ginning "  Up  !  up  r  and  see  the  sun."  He  read 
it  "  Double  up  !  and  see  the  sun  !  "  ^ 


A  Mussulman  doctor  being  asked  a  question  in 
the  way  of  his  profession,  replied,  he  did  not  know 
anything  of  the  subject.  "  Indeed  !  "  rejoined  the 
inquirer;  " does  not  the  Caliph  allow  you  a  salary 
for  your  learning  ?  "  "He  pays  me,"  replied  the 
doctor,  very  calmly,  "  for  what  I  know,  and  tha 
stipend  is  handsome  ;  but  if  he  wished  to  reward 
me  for  what  I  do  not  know,  I  question  whether  his 
treasures  would  supply  the  demand." 


As  was  anticipated,  there  was  a  crowded  attend- 
ance at  the  B.S.A.S.  "  smoker  "  on  the  13th.  when, 
under  the  genial  chairmanship  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehns- 
dorf,  the  medals  won  in  the  Deal  competiti  m 
were  distributed.  The  three  challenge  cups  (in- 
cluding that  won  by  and  presented  to  Mr. 
Roberts  at  the  annual  dinner,  and  which  he 
kindly  sent  to  the  society  for  inspection  by  some  of 
those  present  who  had  not  seen  it)  and  cases  of 
medals  made  an  imposing  array  at  the  chairman's 
table.  Speeches  were  commendably  short.  The 
entertainment  committee  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
providing  such  a  successful  evening.  Dragnet. 


/ 
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RAINBOW  TEOUT  OF  THE 
GUNNISON  EIVER. 


The  rainbow  trout,  famed  among  anglers  of  the 
United  States  as  the  gamest  and  strongest  fighter  of 
any  of  our  fresh-water  fishes,  probably  attains  its 
greatest  size  and  perfection  in  the  waters  of  the  Gun- 
nison River,  Colorado.  The  volume  of  water  is 
large,  and  there  is  a  greater  abundance  of  food  and  a 
wide  range,  so  that  everything  is  favourable  for  a 
rapid  growth  ;  while  the  current  of  the  river  is  so 
swift  that  the  fishes  are  constantly  on  the  move, 
which  fact  accotmts  for  their  great  strength  and 
agihty.  The  city  of  Gunnison  is  located  289  miles 
south-west  of  Denver,  on  the  Gunnison  River. 

If  the  trout  angler  desires  to  pit  his  strength,  wits, 
and  courage  against  this  magnificent  game  fish  of 
this  river,  he  must  cast  his  fortunes  and  flies  upon 
the  tempting  pools  in  the  vicinity  of  Sargent,  lola, 
Ceballa,  or  Sapinero,  all  of  which  are  small  stations 
on  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Railway,  that  at 
these  points  runs  parallel  with  and  close  beside  the 
Gunnison  River.  Sargent  lies  thirty-one  miles  east 
from  Gunnison,  and  there  is  good  fi.shing  on  Tomichi 
Creek,  with  plenty  of  excellent  camping  places, 
although  the  trout  run  smaller  than  those  in  the 
Gunnison  River.  Twelve  miles  west  from  Sargent 
is  another  small  station,  named  Doyle  ;  twenty 
miles  from  Doyle  is  Cochetopa  Creek,  a  stream  that 
is  alive  with  smaller  trout,  and  affords  plenty  of 
fine  camping  grounds  anywhere  along  its  banks. 
Eight  miles  west  of  Doyle  is  Parlin,  with  two  good 
streams,  the  Quartz  and  the  Tomichi,  and  ranches 
near  by  where  anglers  can  stop.  These  places  are 
situated  on  the  Gunnison  River  as  well,  and  I 
merely  mention  these  streams  to  show  the  anglers 
who  may  desire  to  try  for  smaller  trout  in  case  the 
big  ones  in  the  Gunnison  should  not  be  biting  that 
they  may  take  their  choice  of  streams  and  fish  for 
small  or  large  trout. 

At  Gunnison  the  Gunnison  River  is  within  less 
than  a  mile  from  the  town,  with  the  Taylor  and 
Tomichi  rivers  and  Ohio  and  Beaver  creeks.  The 
largest  rainbow  trout  are  caught  in  the  vicinity  of 
lola,  ten  miles  west  of  Gunnison.  There  are  good 
camping  grounds  near  the  station,  also  a  small  but 
good  hotel.  Parties  desiring  to  board  there  had 
best  write  to  engage  rooms  in  advance. 

Although  these  waters  contain  many  large  trout, 
years  of  experience  have  taught  them  wisdom,  they 
are  so  difficult  to  deceive,  and  after  the  angler  has 
inveigled  them  into  bitmg  they  fight  so  long  and  so 
fiercely  (often  smashing  the  strongest  tackle)  that  if 
the  angler  can  boast  of  having  hooked,  played,  and 
landed  one  of  these  big  rainbow  trout,  which  in 
these  waters  often  attain  to  the  weight  of  101b.  to 
151b.,  he  has  surely  been  well  repaid  for  any  time 
and  troiible  expended  in  accomplishing  this  feat. 

The  season  opens  June  1,  and  the  quaUty  of  the 
fishing  depends  much  upon  the  conditions  of  the 
water  and  weather.  When  the  winter  has  been 
mild,  without  much  snow,  with  a  fair  number  of 
sunshiny  days  in  the  month  of  May,  the  snow-water 
that  roils  the  river  every  spring  runs  off  rapidly,  and 
by  June  1  the  water  wiU  be  in  fair  condition  for  fly- 
casting.  But  if,  during  the  winter,  much  snow  has 
fallen  in  the  mountains,  and  the  spring  season  is 
cold  and  backward,  the  water  will  be  high  and  roily 
and  the  fishing  will  not  be  good  before  June  15. 

Many  expert  anglers  fish  the  Gunnison  every 
season,  using  live  minnows  as  a  lure  for  these  big 
trout,  claiming  that  the  largest  fishes  will  not  rise  to 
the  artificial  fly.  But  I  know  better,  having  taken 
many  big  rainbow  trout  from  this  stream  with  the 
fly,  and  although  I  have  fished  these  same  pools 
with  live  minnows  as  a  lure,  yet  the  largest  fish  I 
ever  raised  on  the  Gunnison  River  struck  at  and 
went  off  with  a  No.  6  Royal  Coachman  fly.  At 
certain  times,  after  heavy  rains,  or  when  the  water 
is  high  and  a  bit  discoloured,  or  on  cold  days,  espe- 
cially if  a  Uttle  too  early  or  too  late  for  the  natural 
fly  season,  these  large  trout  will  absolutely  refuse  to 
rise  to  the  artificial  fly.  At  this  stage,  live  minnows 
are  a  sure  and  deadly  lure.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
take  it  any  time  during  the  natural  fly  season,  when 
the  water  is  clear  and  normal,  if  the  artificial  fiy  is 
properly  used  on  the  Gunnison  River,  the  big 
fellows  will  rise  to  it,  and  there  is  more  real  sport  in 
capturing  one  large  rainbow  trout  on  a  fly-hook  than 
there  is  in  taking  a  half-dozen  fishes,  even  of  the 
same  kind,  with  a  minnow  which  must  be  sunk  to 
the  river-bed  by  the  aid  of  a  heavy  sinker,  making 
the  Une  heavy  and  loggy,  and  is  ruinous  to  a  fine 
fly-rod. 


Although  I  claim  that  the  largest  rainbow  trout 
which  inhabit  the  pools  of  the  Gunnison  can  be  in- 
duced to  rise  to  the  artificial  fly,  still  the  conditions 
must  be  favourable.  To  illustrate,  let  us  take  a  day 
fairly  within  the  limits  of  the  natural  fly  season. 
This  day  is  warm,  even  sultry,  and  the  sun  shines 
brightly.  The  night  has  been  frosty  and  the  water 
is  colder  than  it  is  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
The  big  trout  lie  very  quiet  during  the  forenoon, 
only  moving  sluggishly  about  on  the  bottom  of  the 
deeper  pools  to  seize  some  dainty  morsel  of  food  that 
comes  drifting  their  way.  By  4  p.m.  the  water  has 
become  warmer,  the  natural  fUes  and  insects  which 
infest  the  vicinity  of  the  stream  are  flying  about 
over  the  water,  while  every  few  minutes  some  bug 
or  spider  falls  upon  the  surface  of  the  stream.  The 
large  trout  are  beginning  to  get  hungry,  and  as  the 
evening  approaches  they  become  more  restless, 
watching  the  surface  always,  often  rising  to  inspect 
a  small  bud  or  twig  that  falls  from  some  tree-top  to 
ahght  gentlyupon  the  surface  of  the  water.  I  have  sat 
on  the  river-bank  for  hours  at  a  time  watching  the 
big  trout  rise  to  inspect  the  many  different  objects 
that  are  constantly  alighting  on  the  water,  and  often 
an  ant  or  a  small  spider  wiU  become  detached  from  a 
piece  of  floating  bark  or  twig  to  be  instantly  seized 
by  some  watching  trout.  Just  imagine  a  trout, 
weighing  31b.,  rising  to  the  surface  of  the  stream,  hke 
a  flash  of  Ughtning,  to  seize  a  lone  ant ;  yet  that  is 
exactly  what  I  have  seen.  Just  before  dark  the 
insect  life  is  most  active,  and  moths,  beetles,  and 
flies  of  aU  sorts  are  out  over  the  stream. 

This  is  the  favourable  time  to  try  for  the  big  trout 
with  the  artificial  fly.  A  split-bamboo  trout  fly-rod, 
9ft.  to  lOft.  long,  weighing  from  ooz.  to  7oz.,  -will 
answer  for  the  rod ;  a  Ught  trout  reel,  capable  of 
spooling  100  yards  of  enamelled  silk  fly-casting  Une 
suited  to  the  weight  of  the  rod.  A  leader  oft.  long, 
and  one  fly  mil  do.  The  best  flies  for  the  Gunnison 
waters  seem  to  be  the  Royal  Coachman,  Grey 
Hackle,  Cowdimg,  Black  Hackle,  Coachman,  and 
Brown  Hackle.  Sometimes  the  Professor  and 
Queen  of  Waters  are  good.  If  the  water  is  normal 
and  clear,  and  it  is  just  before  dark  on  a  mid- June 
day,  wade  up-stream,  and  cast  up-stream,  using  a 
short  line,  casting  the  fly  close  to  the  shore,  spatting 
it  gently  down  on  the  water,  repeating  many  times, 
every  few  casts  allowing  the  fiy  to  drift  along  with 
the  current,  sometimes  imder  water.  If  there  be  no 
response,  repeat  the  spattering,  slapping  the  fly 
against  the  water  with  more  violence  at  each  suc- 
ceeding cast,  being  careful  to  keep  the  Une  and  as 
much  of  the  leader  as  possible  from  striking  the 
water.  If  this  method  brings  no  response,  cast  the 
fly  over  near  the  bank  again,  and  draw  the  fly  across 
the  surface  of  the  stream  with  a  series  of  short,  quick 
jerks.  If  these  methods  of  working  the  fly  faU  to 
raise  a  big  trout,  try  another  fly,  a  Brown  Hackle 
or  Grizzly  King  being  most  kilUng  for  this  style  of 
casting,  that  has  often  proved  successful  from 
sxindown  till  midnight  on  the  Gunnison. 

Another  good  way  is  to  stand  well  up  at  the  head 
of  a  long,  deep  pool  (this  is  for  twiUght  and  night 
fly-fishing)  and  use  two  flies.  Make  several  casts, 
placing  the  fly  gently  down  upon  the  surface  of  the 
water  several  times  in  rapid  succession,  but  never 
in  the  same  place ;  then  place  the  fly  down  on  the 
water  very  gently  and  up-stream,  above  the  pre- 
viously agitated  water,  and  allow  the  fly  to  drift 
slowly  down-stream.  When  the  fly  has  drifted  from 
where  it  struck  the  water  at  the  last  cast,  hold  the 
tip  of  the  rod  pointed  upward  at  an  angle  of  4odeg. 
for  at  least  one  minute  ;  then,  if  there  is  no  strike, 
move  the  tip  of  the  rod  slowly  towards  you,  and 
draw  the  fly  very  slowly  up-stream. 

These  manoeuvres,  if  practised  correctly,  will 
hardly  ever  fail  to  induce  large  trout  to  stnke  the 
fly,  and  generaUy  they  strike  hard  enough  to  hook 
themselves  firmly.  I  tise  four  different  sizes  of 
hooks  on  the  Gunnison,  varying  ^-ith  the  season. 
During  Jime,  and  sometimes  well  on  into  July,  I 
use  a  No.  6.  As  the  water  becomes  shallower  and 
clearer,  I  use  a  thinner  leader  and  smaUer  flies.  In 
August,  when  the  water  was  at  the  lowest  stage  and 
very  clear,  I  used  a  gossamer  leader  and  No.  10  and 
No.  12  flies. 

It  requires  much  skill,  care,  and  patience  to  hook, 
play,  and  kiU  a  5lb.  rainbow  trout,  especially  when 
using  such  light  tackle  as  a  9ft.  5oz.  spUt-bamboo 
rod,  a  single  gut,  5ft.  leader,  and  a  No.  10  hook. 
But  if  the  tackle  is  first-class,  and  the  fish  is  allowed 
plenty  of  play  and  Une,  these  big  trout  can  be  com- 
pletely tired  out  without  even  injuring  the  tackle. 

During  July  and  August,  1902,  the  water  was  very 
low  in  the  Gunnison,  and  much  night  fly-fishing  was 


indulged  in  by  anglers  who  were  unable  to  induce 
trout  to  bite  during  the  daytime.  When  the  fishing 
reaches  this  stage  it  is  a  delight  to  fish  up-stream, 
using  a  gossamer  leader  and  Nos.  10,  12,  and  even 
14  fly-hooks.  I  have  spent  two  hours  in  casting 
■with  this  Ught  tackle,  bringing  into  play  every 
method  and  style  of  casting  at  my  command  with- 
out getting  a  strike.  These  failures  only  induce  to 
trying  some  new  way  of  putting  out  the  fly,  and 
generally  result  in  tempting  some  wise  old  trout  to 
strike  at  that  spattering,  dodging,  whirling,  teasing, 
elusive,  yet  tantaUsing  object ;  and  when  one  of 
these  wary  old  trout  do  strike  at  the  fly,  under 
these  conditions,  it  hits  true  and  hard.  At  this 
stage  I  give  the  fish  aU  the  Une  it  wants,  if  possible. 
The  longer  your  fish  fights,  the  greater  the  sport,  and 
I  have  used  up  the  entire  afternoon  in  teasing  a  4lb. 
rainbow  trout  to  strike  a  No.  10  Gray  Hackle  fly, 
only  to  lose  my  fish  after  a  fight  of  fully  one  hour  ; 
yet  I  felt  fully  repaid  for  my  trouble. 

I  will  answer  here  several  letters  of  inquiry 
about  the  expense,  time  required  to  make  the 
journey,  and  the  best  way  to  reach  the  Gunnison 
River  and  the  Rio  Grande  from  New  York,  Boston, 
and  Chicago.  From  Boston  and  New  York,  by  any 
first-class  railway  Une,  time  required  for  the  journey 
is  from  twenty-four  to  thirty  hours.  Last  season  I 
left  Chicago  at  5.45  p.m.,  via  the  Rock  Island  route, 
arriving  at  Colorado  Springs  in  twenty-eight  hours, 
making  close  connections  at  Colorado  Springs  for 
W  agon  Wheel  Gap,  vid  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande 
Railway,  arriving  at  Haney's  ranch,  sixteen  miles 
from  the  Gap,  at  9  a.m.  The  trip  from  Chicago 
occupied  about  thirty-eight  hours.  The  summer 
excursion  rates  from  Chicago  to  Colorado  Springs 
were  $25  for  the  round  trip,  for  first  ten  daj-s  of  June, 
after  which  they  varied  from  $31.50,  for'^the  round 
trip,  back  to  $25  every  few  weeks  during  the  season. 
The  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Railway  made  a 
summer  angler's  rate  of  $12  for  the  round  trip,  from 
Colorado  Springs,  if  three  or  more  persons  went 
together.  Same  terms  from  Pueblo,  SI  1.25  for  the 
round-trip  ticket.  From  Denver  to  Gunnison  and 
return,  three  persons,  $8.95  to  each  person,  and  that 
is  one  fare  f or'the  roxmd  trip.  Board  wiU  vary  from 
$7  to  $12  per  week  in  the  fishing  districts.  The 
cost  of  provisions  for  each  party  for  camping  wiU 
run  from  S2  to  $4  per  week.  The  only  real  way  to 
enjoy  Ufe  in  Colorado  in  the  summer  season  is  to 
camp  out. — G.  Taylor  in  American  Field. 


PLEASANT  FISHING  MEMOEIES. 

On  August  4,  1899,  a  friend  and  I  had  a  special 
invite  to  a  weU-known  private  fishing  water  not 
quite  fifty  miles  from  Exeter.  A  heavy  rainfaU  had 
fortunately  cleansed  the  river,  and  the  water  was  in 
exceUent  condition,  with  climate  and  temperature 
in  accord.  We  found  the  boat  and  everything  in 
readiness  at  the  river-side,  moored  by  the  summer- 
house  at  the  head  of  the  grand  weir.  A  plentiful 
supply  of  Uvely  minnows  and  worms  was  on  board, 
and  we  were  soon  afloat.  Having  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  deep  holes  and  the  river,  no  time  was  lost 
in  this  way,  and  my  friend  with  an  alacrity  I  have 
seen  equaUed  but  not  surpassed  was  soon  rigged  out. 
In  the  first  deep  sandy  hole  he  was  at  work  before 
I  had  put  aU  snug  in  the  craft,  the  latter  post  being 
aUotted  me  as  I  was  supposed  to  be  an  old  salt  of 
experience. 

Before  I  was  ready  he  had  caught  three  perch 
which  scaled  over  lib"  each.  I  then  had  a  vigorous 
tug,  and  we  both  saw  that  a  fine  fish  was  on.  After  a 
few  minutes'  play  I  landed  a  trout  just  over  IJlb. 
After  this  pleasant  episode  we  each  in  successive 
turns  had  the  perch  taking  on,  when  just  as  sud- 
denly all  ceased,  so  we  naturally  assumed  that  we 
hadxleared  out  the  lot  in  that  particular  locahty. 

We  now  journeyed  up  the  river  to  a  well-known 
and  remembered  spot  where  a  tributary  joined  the 
main  river.  At  lunch  in  a  shady  corner  we  were 
bothered  by  wasps,  imtil  we  found  that  a  few  bits  of 
ripe  apple  placed  at  a  Uttle  distance  kept  them  away 
—a  tip  other  anglers  may  find  useful.  After  lunch 
the  perch  were  dead  off,  but  in  their  stead  the 
eels  were  in  evidence,  and  took  both  minnows  and 
worms  respectively  ^^ith  voracity,  so  that  in  a 
short  time  we  had  seventeen  eels,  half-a-dozen  of 
them  going  weU  over  lib.  each.  We  now  thought  a 
rest  desirable,  as  the  sport  again  got  slack,  probably 
owing  to  the  intense  heat  prevailing.  We  had  then 
the  welcome  pipe  and  chat,  and  thought  it  best  to 
await  the  cooler  shades  of  the  evening.  We 
eventuaUy  moved  to  a  weU-remembered  spot  for 
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ANGLERS'    HOTELS,   FISHING    QUARTERS,  &c. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  sceflery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Lougrhanure 
Fishery. 
HANLON'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 

SALOMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9.s. 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  £2 ;  week,  Is.  Qil.  ; 
and  day,  Ix.  6rf.— tofish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21s.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  bs.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs — Conn,  Oullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb.  to 
i  lb.  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  101b.  and 
12  lb.  and  over.  Very  large  Pike  have  been 
captured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms, 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory. 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAW, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1^  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNER,S.  Proprietor. 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 
DUNKINEELY,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Five  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishing  on 
Oiley  River,  four  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout 
Fishing  on  .Stragar  River.  Two  excellent  Brown 
Trout  and  Char  Lakes.  Good  Sea  Fishing— Pollack 
Mackerel,  etc.  Fishing  fi-ee  to  Hotel  Visitors. 
Good  boats  and  men.  Beautiful  scenery.  Five 
minutes  from  Railway.  Good  acconunudatiou. 
Terms  moderate.  Also  4,U0O  acres  carefully 
preserved  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Woodcock,  Snipe, 
Partridge,  and  Hare  Shooting  In  connection  with 
Hotel.    Can  be  let  at  per  day  or  otherwise. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  Healy, 


OSSr  THE  SPO^. 

The  Donegal  Highlands.  —  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  on  the 
very  bank  of  Gweedore  River,  within 
a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon  pools, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes' 
drive  of  Crolly  Railway  Station. 

2'<!fc</ra//!.y— Proi'RIETOR. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Four  miles  of  River  Ceiriog  preserved  for  Visitors. 
Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 
Theodore  Martin  writes  :  "  A  delightful  spot  for 
a  quiet  holiday  'far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Station:  Glynceiriog  tiia  Chirk.  Postal  Address  : 
Glyn,  Ruabou. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CEDES,  ANGLESEY  (L.  N,  W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
P>,iver  Crygill.  3(1.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


MERRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake — the  best  In 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing  ;  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
cuisine.  —Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leveu  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  In  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £& ;  fortnightly,  £3  ; 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10.5. 


Llandrindod  Wells. 


ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 

Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  2d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation.  Including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £\  gs.  per  week. —  WADS  WORTH,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


VICAR  OF  CHUDLEIGH 
recommends 
GOOD    ROOIVT  S. 

First-class  Fishing  close.  Ten 
minutes  from  Station. — Mrs.  Leake, 
Beller  Marsh,  Chudleigh,  S.  Devon. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LAND3EE,  Proprietor, 


HEALTH  RESORT,  KYLLBURG 

(EIFEL). 

Railway  Citation  (rapid  trains  stop),  between 
Cologne  and  Treves, 

EIFELrERrHOF, 

Recommended  First-cla«3  Hotel  Pension,  l.w 
Rooms.  Every  Moileni  Comfoit.  Good  Attend- 
ance. Beautifully  situated.  Two  minutes  from 
Promenades  ami  Parks,  with  finest  view  over 
the  A'alley. 


Open    and    Covered    Verandahs.  Baths. 
Electric  Light.    Lawn  Tennis.  Hunting. 
Fishing. 

Hotel  otv>i.<i  I'H  miles  of  Trout  Fi.-ihiiig 
on  the  Hull  Jtiver. 

Pension  arrangements  (including  room.5)  from 
4  marks. 

W.  SCHULTE,  Proprietor.  H.  STIEL,  Viredor. 


THE  MOURNE— TYRONE 


TO  LET  FOR  SEASON. 

Eight-Eoom  House,  Stables,  Garden,  etc. 
Good  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  to  be 
obtained. 


FISHING  GAZETTE. 

Years  1877,  '78,  '79,  '80,  and  '81,  hound  in  half 
calf.  Years  '84,  '8.5,  '86,  '8  ,  'SS,  '9U,  '91,  '92,  '93, 
'94,  '93,  '90,  '97,  and  '98,  unbound.  A  few  copies 
missing;  some  duplicates  and  extra  copies.  "A 
Handbook  of  Angling,"  by  "  Ephemera,"  '47  ; 
■'  Fly  Fisher's  Entomology,"  hand  coloured  plates, 
'56  ;  ■'  Complete  Angler,"  "  Ephemera,"  '54  ;  and 
"Sporting in  both  Hemispheres,"  J.  D'llwes, hanp 
coloured  plates,  '58.  Wliat  ott'ers'?  Cash,  gun 
&C.— R.  MacN.\mee,  Inland  Revenue,  Nairn,  N.B' 


TO  BE  LET. 

About  a  mile  of  excellent  GENERAL 
FISHING  in  private  length  of  Hamp- 
shire Avon. 

Good  Hotel  Accommodation  near. 

JOHN  COVENTRY, 

80,  Coleman  Street,  London,  E.G. 


GRAYLING  FRY. 

WANTED    IMMEDIATELY.— Some 
Grayling  Fry. — Apply,  with  quantity 
on  sale,  and  prices,  to  Mr.  Conbad,  67, 
Friday  Street,  London,  E.G. 

ONE  MILS  OF  FISHING 
IN  THE  BIACKWATER. 

Within  iialf  miie  of  Braintree 
Station. 


J.  G.  VAIZEY,  Braintree,  Essex. 


Very  Large.  Send  P.O.  (1/3)  for  Sample 
Tin.  The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for 
terms  to  J.  T.  Pickeesqill,  44,  Market 
Place,  Keighley,  Yorks. 

Anglers  'wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION. 

For  Fishing:  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVKRTISE  IH 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset; 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  advts.,  25  words  for  18.,  prepaid. 
Address :  "Observer"  Office.  Bournemouth. 

Anglers  'wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IS 

TflE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Cha/rgea  very  moderate. 
Address  :  Kini;  Street,  Alfreton. 


THE 


SALMON  RIVERS 

OF  IRELAND 


BY 


AUGUSTUS  GRIMBLE, 

AUTHOR  OF 

"  Deer-stalking,"  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of 
Scotland,"  &c: 


Two  Volumes,  Demy  4to.  Limited  to  250  copies. 

Price  £4  4s.  net. 

London : 

KEGAN  PAUL,  TRENCH,  TRUBNER  &  CO.,  Limited, 
Paternoster  House,  Charing  Cross  Road. 
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our  finishing  efforts.  We  were  fortunate  enough 
to  find  the  perch  well  on  the  feed  again,  and  we 
hauled  in  a  good  lot  before  pulling  up  anchor, 
which  we  did  reluctantly,  but  it  was  necessary, 
seeing  that  "  time  and  train  wait  for  no  man." 

When  the  boat  was  moored  and  our  catch 
examined  we  found  that  with  a  rod  each  we  had 
secured  three  pike,  fifty-one  perch,  and  seventeen 
eels,  and  we  had  a  heavy  burden  ;  but  it  was  a 
mutual  pleasure  to  hghten  it  en  rovte  to  the  railway 
station,  and  seven  perch  we  with  difficulty  per- 
suaded our  host  and  hostess  to  accept  weighed  over 
81b.  The  station-master  and  staff  also  relieved  us 
of  a  score  or  so  more,  our  home  friends  being  also 
not  forgotten. 

The  catch  was  one  not  easily  forgotten  by  either 
of  the  anglers.  It  is  often  stated  that  there  is 
nothing  easier  than  to  catch  a  good  lot  of  perch,  but 
when  the  water  is  clear  and  the  fish  run  large  this  in 
my  experience  is  not  so,  as  the  big  ones  are  some- 
times very  shy.  I  have  found  when  this  is  so 
that  a  smah  red  worm  on  top  hook  (Stewart  tackle) 
and  a  minnow  on  the  bottom  one  prove  successful, 
but  if  tried  separately  they  do  not  answer.  The 
leads  should  be  small,  green  coloured,  or  covered 
over  with  green  baize  cloth,  then  sewn  with  green 
silk,  the  gut  trace  being  fairly  fine  and  stained  a 
similar,  or  grey  or  gravel,  colour.  J.  A.  K. 


PFovineial  Angling  ]?otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  usual  monthly  committee  meeting  of  the 
Birmingham  Association  was  held  on  May  7  at  the 
Birnimgham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield.  Mr.  T.  Coles 
presided.  The  quarterly  balance-sheet  and  auditor's 
report  were  given ;  this  went  to  show  that  837 
members  had  joined  the  association  during  the 
past  twelve  months,  and  that  the  association  was 
in  a  better  financial  position  than  ever.  The 
report  was  adopted.  The  Aston  Crown  Society 
was  gi\-en  permission  to  remove  to  the  Barton 
Arms  Hotel,  Aston.  This  club  should  now  make 
rapid  progress  as  they  will  have  a  grand  room  at 
then-  disposal,  and  the  hou=e  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  m  the  district.  Mr.  T.  Coles  will  preside 
at  the  anglers'  conference  this  day,  Saturday, 
May  16,  at  the  Birmingham  Arms,  Smithfield.  I 
hope  that  the  meeting  will  be  a  success  as  the  object 
is  of  a  character  that  commends  itself  to  all  angling 
associations.  The  Birmingham  Piscatorial  Society 
have  decided  to  alter  their  rules;  in  the  past  no 
members  were  allowed  to  fish  their  waters  on 
Sunday,  but  the  rule  has  been  altered  and  Sunday 

-  fishing  will  now  be  allowed  on  the  Trent  at 
Barton  and  Walton.  This  club  have  just  put 
400  good-sized  roach  into  their  Handsworth  waters. 
The  Dudley  Association  held  their  annual  smoking 
concert  last  week,  when,  during  the  evening,  the 
following  members  were  presented  with  "silver 
medals  with  gold  centres  for  the  best  fish  taken 

'  during  the  past  season : — Messrs.  H.  Harper 
J.  Danks,  W.  Taylor,  J.  Cox,  J.  Royal,  and  J.' 
Wohidge.  Owing  to  the  rain  our  riveis  are  out  of 
condition,  but  some  of  the  smaller  streams  are 
fishable,  and  some  few  small  trout  have  been 
taken.  The  circulars  sent  out  by  the  secretary 
of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association,  re 
the  water  renting  scheme,  have  already  resulted 

-  in  thirty-five  clubs  responding  to  the  call,  and 
upwards  of  1,000  members  have  decided  in  takine 
tickets.  ® 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

-  In  consequence  of  the  excessive  rains,  angling  i5 

-  entirely  out  of  the  question.  The  streams  have 
been  running  bankful,  and  several  have  overflowed. 
The  only  thmg  is  to  have  a  good  stock  of  patience! 
Last  year,  quite  the  end  of  May  was  reached  before 
trout  anglers  were  able  to  have  an  uninterrupted 
spell  of  sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weatlier  has  greatly  improved  during  the 
week,  and  sport  fairly  good.  The  Abercrombie 
Angling  Society  fished  their  first  match  in  the 
vicinity  of  Hull  Bridge,  when  about  thirty  of  the 
members  put  in  an  appearance,  and  did  fairly  well 
amongst  tlounders  aiiu  eels.  Mr,  W.  Crow  took 
first  prize.  The  Brunswick  Anglers'  Club  also  fished 
a  match  at  the  same  place,  but  sport  was  not  so 
plentiful.  Mr.  J.  Reed  secured  first  prize.  The 
committee  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association  have  appointed  Messrs.  W.  F. 
B.  Calvert  and  C.  Gray  as  delegates  to  represent  the 


Amalgamation  at  the  Northern  Counties  Anglers' 
Conference  at  Birmingham  on  May  23. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Broadheath  Angling  Society  has  been  re- 
organised. They  have  decided  to  join  en  bloc  the 
Warrington  Anglers'  Association,  and  their  annual 
subscription  is  fixed  at  10s.  What  with  their  own 
waters  and  what  they  will  be  able  to  fish  by  joining 
the  Warrington  Association,  they  are  weil  off  for 
fishmg  resorts.  The  Warrington  anglers  are  rather 
elated  at  winnmg  five  prizes  at  the  Birmingham 
bhow.  Although  the  association  have  adopted 
two  subscriptions,  it  is  a  very  remarkable  thing 
that  nearly  all  applications  for  membership  are 
on  the  higher  scale,  plainly  showing  that  their 
eiiorts  are  appreciated.  A  long  list  of  fixtures  is  to 
hand,  too  long  for  these  notes,  unfortunately.  Very 
httle  of  interest  is  to  hand  from  our  principal 
rivers,  no  doubt  the  wi-etched  weather  ha?  kept 
things  remarkably  quiet.  Probably  the  first  his 
event  for  the  season  is  that  of  the  N  A  A  on 
June  27,  and  will  doubtless  be  fished  at  a  con- 
venient resort.  At  Bolton  great  preparations  are 
bemg  made  for  Whit-week. 

FROM  MANCHESTER, 

Things  are  very  quiet  in  the  angling  line  in  this 
city.  Evidently  our  men  have  not  even  yet  got 
over  their  Easter  disappointments,  but  still  it  will 
take  a  lot  to  knock  out  our  ideas  of  Whit-week. 
Ihe  \^  elcomb  Angling  Society  had  a  record  meeting 
on  Tuesday,  May  12,  and  having  a  good  attendance^ 
disposed  of  a  lot  of  important  business.  They  open 
f/^  at  Poynton,  intend  entering  a  team  for 

the  U  P.  A.  A.  Cup,  and  have  arranged  an  inter-club  fix- 
ture with  the  George  Angling  Society,  Miles  Platting. 
Ihe  Gorton  Angling  Society  have  now  forty  mem- 
bers, but  have  decided  to  accept  a  few  more.  Throe 
contests  ara  arranged  for  June  28,  Aug.  16,  and 
Sept.  20.  Our  city  rods  are  confidently  expecting 
the  Bollin  to  be  m  the  very  best  trim  this  week  end 
after  the  recent  heavy  rains.  It  must  be  very 
gratifying  to  the  gentlemen  protecting  this  river  to 
hnd  the  interest  of  the  public  maintained,  and 
what  is  more,  their  solid  support.  On  Thursday 
(May  /)  the  C.P.A.A.  delegates  were  noted  for  a 
meetmg. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  been  receding  during  the  pa«t  few 
days,  but  the  weather  at  the  period  of  writing  con- 
tinued of  an  unsettled  character.  Salmon,  it  is 
hoped,  have  worked  upwards  during  the  high 
waters.  They  generally  give  preference  to  Shardlow 
and  King  s  Mills.  A  Beeston  gentleman  associated 
^[?f, ^Wellington  Society  told  me  on  Tuesday 
(May  IZ)  lhathe  had  taken  troutat  Shardlowwith  the 
trollmg  minnow.  There  has  been  a  little  soort 
passing  on  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet,  which  tribu- 
taries were  fining  down  at  time  of  penning  my 
report.  Night  lining  for  eels  has  been  carried  on 
tor  some  days  past  on  the  gravels  above  Wilford 
Church,  and  the  attention  of  the  Fishery  Board  is 
to  be  called  to  the  abuse  of  their  powers.  Night 
fining  means  the  taking  and  retention  of  all  fish 
that  come  to  the  hook.  Barbel,  chub,  roach,  and 
bream  are  making  for  the  spawning  grounds.  Club 
news  13  very  scarce,  though  the  Nottingham 
Anglers  Association  is  thriving,  and  the  executive 
have  ordered  for  the  forthcoming  season  no  fewer 
than  350  travelling  cards. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  new  angling  club  was  formed  at  the  Fountain 
Inn,  Angel -street,  Worcester,  which  promises  to  bo 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  city.  A  well-attended 
meetmg  was  held  on  Monday  evening  last,  when 
oyer  fifty  members  joined,  and  they  are  seeking 
affiliation  with  the  Provincial  Angling  Association. 
Your  Birmingham  correspondent  in  his  last  week's 
notes  makes  reference  to  Mr.  Coles's  water-renting 
scheme,  which  was  advertised  as  an  accomplished 
fact,  although  it  had  never  been  brought  before  the 
bevern  Fishery  Board,  nor  was  it  on  the  agenda. 

/'  u  o  '^^'^  interview  with  the  chairman 
of  the  S.F.B.,  and  endeavoured  through  him  to 
obtain  the  exclusive  right  to  fish  certaui  portions  of 
the  river  Severn,  for  the  Birmingham  Angling  Asso- 
ciation—water rented  by  riparian  owners  to  the 
Board  and  paid  for  with  cash,  which  was  paid  into 
the  Board's  exchequer  by  every  angler  who  took 
out  a  licence  ;  this  was  manifestly  wrong. 


Wotc5  from  il)c  Woxil). 

The  Don  was  in  heavy  spate  for  three  days  laat 
week,  and  the  fish  for  the  first  time  for  weeks  back 
were  out  of  reach  of  the  netters  and  poachers,  and 
enabled  to  scale  the  dam  dykes  which  barred  their 
passage. 


Only  one  or  two  good  trouting  days  have  as  yet 
been  enjoyed  in  the  North.  By  using  larger  flies 
than  the  season  would  otherwise  warrant,  Mr.  David 
Kilgour  and  a  friend  creeled  35lb.  of  brown  trout 
between  them  on  the  Parkhill  Don  waters. 


Good  sport  is  being  got  on  the  Dee  at  Aboyne. 
Capt.  Tillard  and  Mrs.  B.  Jenkins,  on  the  Forest  of 
Birse  water,  had  four  each,  heaviest  211b.  Mr 
Prince  had  also  four,  heaviest  151b. 


Smaller  flies  are  now  in  vogu%  inch  and  inch  and 
a  quarter  irons  having  taken  the  place  of  the 
heavier  lures  so  common  all  through  this  cold,  wet, 
disagreeable  spring.  The  Loggie,  Jeannie, '  Blue 
Charm,  Gordon,  Jock  Scott,  etc.',  are  the  favourites. 

Mr.  Bathgate  ("  Black  Beetle  ")  goes  this  week 
to  Shetland,  where  he  is  to  establish  a  business  for 
himself  in  catering  to  the  wants  of  the  angling 
public  visiting  these  parts.  Mr.  Bathgate  knows 
the  islands  like  a  native. 


A  correspondent  asked  last  week  if  the  latter  end 
of  August  was  a  good  time  to  go  to  Shetland  for  a 
fortnight's  sea-trout  fishing.  I  would  unhesitat- 
ingly say  the  very  best  provided  there  are  timely 
floods.  For  the  rest  of  his  queries  I  must  refer 
him  to  past  articles  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  about  a 
year  ago. 


A  mussel  scalp,  or  bed,  is  not  the  most  firm  footino^ 
one  can  tread  on.  So  a  worthy  minister  found  to 
his  consternation  the  other  day  in  the  Ythan  district, 
when  on  stepping  on  to  what  seemed  terra  firmi  he 
began  to  sink  in  the  ooze  till  up  to  the  waist  before 
he  could  be  got  out.  He  is  a  man  of  much  faith  in 
many  things,  but  mussel  scalps  is  not  now  one  of 
them. 


The  Go'dszeker,  fufiy  equipped  by  the  Fishery 
Board  for  Scotland,  is  now  in  the  Aberdeen  Harbour, 
and  will  in  a  day  or  two  set  sail  for  the  North  Sea,' 
Moray  Firth,  and  other  grounds  for  research  work.' 
Aberdeen  is  to  be  the  headquarters. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather,  generally  speaking,  has  been  raw, 
cold,  and  showery,  and  sport  has  declined  at  most 
places,  but  on  the  principal  Cork  rivers  salmon 
have  afforded  fair  sport.  Lake  fishing  has  not 
yielded  good  sport  anywhere,  though  fair  sport  has 
been  had  occasionally  at  salmon  and  trout  on  many 
waters.  Sea-trout  fishing  has  commenced  at  Water- 
vUle,  but  only  a  few  fish  have  been  had  so  far 


Robert  Bryson,  fish  dealer,  Edinburgh,  who  was 
convicted  at  the  instance  of  the  Fishmongprs' 
Company,  London,  of  having  three  salmon  in  his 
premises  which  were  illegally  got,  and  who  intimated 
an  appeal  to  the  Sheriff  Principal,  has  now  departed 
from  it.  It  was  proved  lately  in  the  Aberdeen 
Court  that  the  fish  were  illegally  caught,  hence  Mr. 
Bryson's  withdrawal. 


It  is  a  standing  disgrace  that  we  in  Scotland  are 
indebted  to  the  Fishmongers'  Company  for  such 
welcome  assistance  in  thus  putting  a  stop  to  poach- 
ing, and  high  time  the  law  in  Scotland  was  brought 
up-to-date. 


The  spring  netting  season  has  been  a  success  on 
the  East  Coast,  and  judging  from  the  returns  of  the 
Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  tacksmen  are  a  third 
better  this  year  than  they  were  at  this  time  last 
year.    River  stations  are  better  still. 


The  heaviest  salmon  up  to  date  is  the  38-pounder 
got  by  Davie  Rae  on  the  Durris  Dee  water  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  season.  Some  big  fish  have 
been  creeled  since  then,  but  nothing  to  top  this  one. 


It  is  a  race  just  now  between  weather  prophets 
and  weather  proverbs.  "  May  makes  the  hay  "  is 
English.  Its  equivalent  Scotch  is  "May  showers 
bring  miUi  and  meal."    And  trout  let  us  hope.  - 


Several  salmon  poachers  from  the  Dee  were 
nabbed "  last  week  and  up  before  the  Sheriff. 
But  they  swore  themselves  out  of  it,  and  certified 
they  had  naught  to  do  with  the  fish  the  bailiffs 
got  hid  in  a  hole  in  the  bank.  They  got  off  this 
time — the  poor  innocent  lambs  ! 


Mr.  Mackenzie,  solicitor,  Banchory,  spent  his 
May  hoUdays  at  the  source  of  the  Don.  He  had 
five  trout,  scaling  5\\h.,  good  for  these  far-away 
uplands;  but  all  over  the  season  promises  well  with 
anything  like  a  spell  of  decent  weather. 

Special  Scotch. 
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Xetters  to  the  Ebttoc 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

CLOSE  IMITATION  OF  NATURAL  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir. — "Detached  Badger's"  experiments 
for  more  closely  imitating  natural  flies  by  artificial 
ones  must  be  of  intense  interest  to  all  those  who 
truly  love  dry  fly  fishing.  I  have  no  pretensions  to 
be  an  expert  in  the  matter,  but  what  little  expe- 
rience I  may  possess  leads  me  to  believe  that  trout 
in  different  rivers  vary  so  greatly  in  their  feeding 
tastes  that  it  is  impossible  to  lay  down  a  rule  which 
is  applicable  or  necessary  to  every  trout  stream. 
Speaking  modestly,  and  as  a  comparative  novice,  I 
quite  believe  that  a  very  close  resemblance  to  the 
natural  fly  is  necessary  when  fishing  for  such  very 
highly-educated  trout  as  those  of  the  Itchen,  and 
"Detached  Badger's"  attention  appears  to  be 
chiefly  directed  to  them.  On  the  Test  I  and  certain 
of  my  friends  have  found  the  artificial  flies  as  now 
tied  answer  all  ordinary  requirements,  and  on  that 
charming  Kentish  river,  the  Darenth,  of  which  I 
may  claim  to  have  considerable  experience,  I 
unhesitatingly  affirm  that  the  trout  are  not  so  dainty 
or  particular,  when  rising  freely,  as  to  require  a 
very  close  imitation  of  the  natural  insect.  My 
standard  fly  is  a  Blue  Quill,  and  I  find  the  fish  take 
it  during  a  hatch  of  Olives  or  any  other  species  as 
well  as  if  I  were  fishing  with  an  imitation  of  what- 
ever else  is  hatching.  I  find  that  size  is  of  more 
imjjortance  than  identical  imitation  of  colour  and 
shading.  Only  recently  during  a  hatch  of  light 
Olives  I  purposely  retained  my  Blue  Quill,  and  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  killed  a  brace  weighing  l|lb.  and 
14oz.— Yours  faithfully,  B.  L.  W. 

p.S. — My  remarks  respecting  the  Darenth  apply 
up  to  about  the  end  of  June,  excluding  May  Fly 
season. 


LOCHS  VEYATIE.  CAMA,  AND  BOARLAN. 
"Inexpensive  Salmon  and  Sea-Teout  Angling." 

Dear  Sir, — The  chapter  under  the  above  heading 
by  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble,  in  the  last  number 
(May  9)  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  contains  a  mistake 
which  may  be  misleading  to  anglers,  and  which, 
with  your  leave,  I  should  like  to  correct.  Near  the 
end  of  the  article  the  writer  states  that  Loch 
Veyatie,  Loch  Cama,  and  Loch  Boarlan  are  all  fished 
from  the  hotel  at  Inchnadamph.  This  is  not  the 
case,  as  these  well-known  trout  lochs  are  fished 
from  the  hotel  at  Altnacealgaeh.  Hoping  that  you 
will  see  well  to  insert  this  correction  in  your  next 
number.— Yours  truly,  F.  L.  Blathwayt. 

Altnacealgjach  Hotel, 
Sutherlandshire. 


WHAT  IS  A  SARDINE  ?— IT  IS  A  YOUNG 
PILCHARD. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  constant  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  can  you  explain  a  long  article  that  appeared 
in  the  Daily  Mail  of  Feb.  3  last,  of  which  I 
enclose  a  copy,  with  the  illustration  of  a  sprat 
and  a  pilchard  ?  I  am  anxious  to  know  who  is  right. 
— Yours  truly,  G.  G. 

[I  am  afraid  I  cannot  explain  the  long  article 
referred  to,  but  I  give  "  G.  G."  the  best  authority  I 
know  on  the  subject.  Dr.  Day,  in  his  great  work 
on  fish,  says:  "That  the  sardine  is  the  young  or 
small  pilchard  has  been  asserted  from  the  time  of 
Belonius,  in  1553,  to  the  present ;  it  has  also  been 
so  considered  by  all  modern  ichthyologists.  Dr. 
Giinther,  in  '  Proceedings  of  the  Zoological  Society 
in  1868,'  expressed  his  surprise  that  it  was  not 
utilised  in  the  same  manner  as  the  sardine.  The 
late  Mr.  Dunn,  of  Megavissey.  appears  to  have 
been  the  first  to  propose  preparing  sardines  in  this 
country." — Ed.] 

SEA   ANGLING— SEA    FISHING  STATIONS, 
ETC.,  AROUND  THE  COAST  OF  THE 
UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Dear  Sir, — The  committee  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  are  engaged  in  the  preparation  of 
a  complete  list  of  fishing  stations  and  fishing 
grounds  around  the  coast  of  the  United  Kingdom 
which  are  available  for  sea  angling. 

The  rapid  growth  of  sea  angling  during  the  past 
few  years  has  led  to  the  discovery  of  good  sport  in 
many  places  where  its  existence  was  previously 
unknown.  I  am  directed  by  my  committee  to 
invite  anyone  (whether  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
or  not)  who  possesses  definite  and  reliable  informa- 
tion of  places  on  the  coast  of  Wales,  the  west  coast 
of  Scotland,  and  the  Irish  coast  suitable  for  fishing 
stations  for  sea  angling  to  communicate  with  me  on 
the  subject  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  beg,  in  anticipation,  to  thank  each  one  who,  in 


the  promotion  of  the  sport  of  sea  angling,  shall 
respond  to  my  invitation. — Yours  faithfully, 
B.S.A.S.,  J.  Pickup, 

4,  Fetter-Lane,  Secretary. 
Fleet-street, 
London,  E.C. 


RE  SEA  OR  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING  IN 
NORWAY  AND  SWEDEN. 
Dear  Sir,^ — Your  correspondent  Mr,  Matthew 
Muir  could  not  do  better  than  go  to  the  Nord  Fjord. 
I  can  highly  recommend  Sandene.  Hotel  Gloppen 
for  brown  trout ;  no  sea-trout  here  except  in  the 
fjord.  Another  good  place  is  Skei,  five  hours'  drive, 
and  good  hotel ;  very  good  brown  trout.  There 
are  other  places  equally  good  on  this  route.  For 
sea-trout  he  could  not  do  better  than  go  to  Olden 
or  Loen,  both  places  five  hours'  steam  from  Sandene. 
If  your  correspondent  will  write  to  me  I  can  give 
further  information  as  regards  tackle  and  hotel 
charges.— Yours  truly,         Vernon  Rawlinqs. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Vernon  Rawlings,  and 
have  sent  Mr.  Muir  his  address.  Perhaps  Mr.  R. 
will  kindly  say  if  the  mosquito  is  a  nuisance  at  the 
places  he  names.  It  seems  to  be  the  only  curse  in 
Norway. — Ed.] 

TO  FIND  THE  WEIGHT  OF  A  FISH  UP  TO 
DOUBLE  THE  WEIGHING  CAPABILITIES 
OF  ONE'S  OWN  SPRING-BALANCES. 
Dear  Sir,— With  reference  to  "N.'s  "  extremely 
interesting  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  2 
as  regards  the  above  problem,  and  more  especially 
to  the  last  paragraph  in  the  editorial  note  ap- 
pended thereto,  in  which  stress  is  laid  upon  the 
necessity  of  the  fish  being  hung  exactly  in  the 
centre  of  the  points  of  suspension,  might  I  suggest 


that  when  an  angler  is  about  to  fish  a  water  wherein 
there  is  a  possibility  of  killing  a  fish  which  far 
exceeds  the  weighing  powers  of  his  spring-balances, 
he  should  provide  himself  with,  say,  a  yard  and  a 
half  of  glazed  cord,  to  the  ends  of  which  are  attached 
two  small  hooks,  between  which  there  is  a  fairly 
large  running  ring ;  he  will  then,  with  the  aid  of  his 
landing-net  or  gaff  handle,  be  able  to  double  the 
weighing  capabilities  of  his  balance  thus  :  — 

Attach  one  of  the  hooks  to  the  handle  at  A  and 
the  other  to  the  spring-balance  at  B,  and  again,  the 
other  end  of  the  balance  to  the  handle  at  C,  then 
attach  the  fish  to  be  weighed  to  the  running  ring  D  : 
then  balance  the  centre  of  the  handle  between  A 
and  C  on  the  branch  of  a  tree  or  any  available 
fulcrum,  when,  if  the  ring  runs  freely  over  the  glazed 
cord,  the  balance  will  show  exactly  half  the  correct 
weight  of  the  fish,  and  it  will  be  impossible  for  the 
person  who  is  weighing  "to  cheat  himself  and 
others  also." 

This  system,  with  further  attachments,  could,  of 
course,  be  multiplied  ad  infinitum,  were  it  not  for 
the  fact  that  friction,  not  to  mention  the  weight  of 
the  attachments,  would  then  have  to  be  taken  into 
account,  and  how  could  one  be  expected  to  go  into 
such  calculations  when  one  has  one's  tackle  to 
carefully  run  through  and  prepare  for  the  next  day  ? 
But  as  far  as  the  idea  of  the  doubling  of  the  weigh- 
ing powers  of  one's  balances  is  concerned,  its 
acciuacy  is  approximate  enough  to  commend  itself 
to  everyone. — Yours  truly, 

Robert  C.  Hardy  Corfe. 

Imperial  Service  Club. 


FOOD  OF  SALMON  AND  COLOUR  OF 
THEIR  FLESH. 

Dear  Sir, — How  is  it  a  salmon  so  readily  recog- 
nises a  prawn  in  fresh  water  as  being  a  familiar 
item  in  his  menu,  seeing  that  if  S.  salar  is  at  all 
acquainted  with  prawns  in  a  state  of  nature,  he 
must  be  awfully  puzzled  to  understand  why  they 
are  red  when  presented  to  his  notice  at  the  end  of  a 
rod  and  line  ? 

This  inquiry  may  result  in  some  information 
as  to  whether  or  not  salmon  can  distinguish  colours. 
Such  information  would  be  most  interesting. 

Mr.  Corrie  tells  us  that  feeding  on  clams  will  give 
the  ova  of  salmon  and  trout  the  desired  pink  colour. 
I  believe  the  same  practice  has  been  equally 
successful  at  Howietoun  for  many  years  past.  You 
can  smell  the  shells  of  ages  at  Stirling  !  But  in 
these  cases  the  fish  are  fed  on  the  flesh  of  the  clams 
only,  which  is  a  beautiful  pink  colour,  and  not  on 
the  shells,  which,  of  course,  are  dirty  blue. — Yours 
truly,  Red,  White,  and  Blue. 


FISHING  NEAR  GOOLE. 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"  Ignotus,"  there  is  little  trout  fishing  near  Goole 
other  than  Drifiield  Beck,  the  Costa,  and  other 
preserved  waters,  but  good  coarse  fishing  is  obtain- 
able after  June  15  on  the  river  Hull,  Driffield  Canal, 
and  other  places.  If  he  writes  direct  to  me  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  give  him  all  the  information  I  can 
respecting  other  parts  of  Yorkshire. — Yours  faith- 
fully, Francis  M.  Walbran. 

38a,  Wellington-street, 
Leeds. 


PIKE  AND  SALMON  SMOLT. 

Sir, — I  send  photo  of  a  pike  which  was  just 
expiring  when  it  was  taken  out  of  the  river  at 
Galway  on  April  13  with  the  salmon  smolt,  half 
swallowed,  in  its  gullet.  The  pike  was  choked  in 
its  attempt  to  make  a  meal  of  the  smolt,  a  large 
one.  The  two  fish  together  weighed  2Jlb.,  and  the 
photograph  shows  them  exactly  as  they  were  taken 
from  the  water.  The  smolt  was  actually  l^in, 
longer  than  the  pike  from  the  lower  jaw  to  the 
vent,  showing  that  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  the  pike  to  have  contained  the  smolt  whole. — 
Yours  truly,  C,  J.  W. 

The  Fishery, 

Galway,  Ireland. 

[The  photo  shows  the  smolt  tail  end  projecting 
from  the  little  pike's  mouth ;  these  voracious  fish 
occasionally  get  choked  by  trying  to  swallow  one  of 
their  own  kind  of  equal  size. — Ed.] 


WROUGHT  IRON  NAILS  FOR  BROGUES, 

Dear  Sir, — Your  footnote  to  my  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  9  has  resulted  in  inquiries 
reaching  me  through  the  post  asking  for  prices  of 
wrought  iron  clasp  nails  for  nailing  brogues,  etc. 

They  are  8d.  per  lb.,  not  post  free.  As  I  pointed 
out,  the  nailing  is  best  done  before  the  soles  are  put 
on,  and  not  after  the  brogue,  etc.,  is  made  up. 

You  are  quite  correct  as  to  my  being  a  boot- 
maker, and  I  should  like  to  add  that  I  most  par- 
ticularly study  anglers'  "understandings,"  and 
that  I  should  prefer  to  make  any  brogues  and  nail 
them  as  described  than  to  supply  the  nails,  as  I  am 
sure  in  the  end  it  would  be  more  satisfactory, 

Mr.  A.  Massey-Spencer  (whom  I  happen  to  know, 
is  an  angler  I  believe  not  far  from  the  city  of 
three  spires)  may  rest  assured  that  we  can  get  all 
sorts  of  wrought  nails  made  in  the  Black  Country. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  go  to  the  Continent  for  nails 
such  as  he  describes.— Yours  truly, 

Smethwick.  W.  Liggins. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ADDA. 
Dear  Sir, — I  only  noticed  to-day  your  letter  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  10.  I  have_^fished  for 
two  con  ecutive  years  in  the  Adda,  theTfirst  time 
some  four  years  ago,  for  three  weeks,  and  although 
no  artist  in  throwing  a  fly,  I  caught  half-a-dozen 
trout  every  day.  It  was  in  February  and  March ; 
later  on  the  snow  melts.  At  Sondrio  there  is  a 
flsherman  who  catches  twenty  and  more  trout  a 
day ;  enclosed  is  the  tied  fly  he  gave  me.  He  also 
gave  me  a  similar  one  of  lighter  colour,  which  I 
sent  to  Farlow's  and  had  imitated  on  eyed  hooks ; 
I  enclose  one  of  them.  You  should  stay  only  a  few- 
days  at  Sondrio,  and  then  go  to  Tirano,  further  up 
the  river,  and  gradually  as  far  as  Bormio,  also  on 
the  Adda,  where  the  fishing  is  much  better  because 
of  fewer  fishermen.  At  Sondrio  I  had  a  big  trout 
on  once,  and  lost  it. — Yours  truly,  J.  Neville. 
Grand  Hotel,  Locarno,  Switzerland.  i 
[The  local  fly  Mr.  Neville  sends  is  a  very  simpla 
affair,  but  not  at  all  a  bad  imitation  of  a  wateB 
spider ;  it  is  dressed  on  the  barbless  hooks  of  te:  ' 
used  in  Switzerland. — Ed.] 
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WILL  SWANS  KILL  YEARLING  TROUT? 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  kindly  tell  me  whether  a  pair  of  swans,  if 
placed  on  a  small  pond  to  keep  down  growths 
of  weed,  would  destroy  yearling  trout.  I  am,  of 
course,  aware  that  swans  are  great  destroyers  of 
spawn,  but  spawn  does  not  enter  into  the  question 
in  this  case.  Opinion  among  my  angling  friends  is 
so  widely  divided  that  I  should  be  extremely  glad 
to  hear  the  experience  of  anyone  who  has  tried  the 
experiment. — Yours  truly,  C.  E. 

Sloseley. 

[I  do  not  think  that  swans  could  catch  yearling 
trout  if  they  wanted  to.  I  never  heard  of  anyone 
who  ever  saw  a  swan  swallowing  yearling  trout  or 
other  fish.    Spawn  they  will  eat. — Ed.] 


LIGHT  RODS. 

Deab  Sib, — A  letter  from  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
written  in  reference  to  my  letter  of  March  28, 
ought,  I  think,  with  your  permission  to  be  replied 
to.  First,  I  have  weighed  the  rod  and  measured  it. 
It  was  over  10ft.,  and  be  told  me  it  was  one  of  those 
American  3oz.  I  guessed  it  heavier,  so  I  was 
correct  in  saying  it  was  4Joz.  I  still  affirm  what 
I  wrote.  I  have  for  twenty  years  used  an  8ft.  4Joz. 
with  success,  and  with  only  now  and  then  a  ring 
becoming  frail.    It  is  still  in  use. 

I  foimd  when  reaching  a  river  it  was  too  high 
and  discoloured,  and  my  companion,  who  uses 
the  minnow,  advised  me  to  do  so  also,  and 
although  made  for  fly  fishing  only,  I  managed 
to  get  twenty-two  trout ;  but  the  rod  was 
strained  so  much  that  I  had  to  reverse  the  rings 
to  fish  it  straight  again.  I  feel  certain  that  a 
3oz.  8ft.  and  a  4Joz.  10ft.  or  lift,  article  would 
be  useless.  I  think  I  can  throw  a  long  line,  but 
to  hear  that  a  40-yard  line  is  thrown  with  a 
10ft.,  I  must,  with  all  respect  to  the  writer,  see 
it  done.  I  do  not  refer  to  a  heavy  weight 
attached  to  it,  because  I  know  too  well  the 
strain  on  the  force  of  40  yards  then  would  be 
considerably  beyond  that  of  a  salmon  of  201b. 
I  can  understand  when  the  wind  is  in  the 
thrower's  favour  a  long  line  may  be  cast,  but 
30  yards  is  a  long  one. 

May  I  also  refer  to  Mr.  Wade's  book,  or, 
rather,  to  your  remarks  on  it  ?  He  says  fish 
he  names  the  weight  of  may  grow  into  good 
fellows,  but  not  in  these  Exmoor  streams.  Has 
he  never  heard  of  the  many  lib.,  21b.,  and  even 
41b.  fish  which  have  been  taken  at  Brendon 
and  Mr.  Snow's  water  ;  a  large  trout,  consider- 
ably over  21b.,  was  taken  in  the  Chalk  Waters. 
He  also  mentions  the  various  flies,  and  refers 
to  a  Mr.  Bale.  I  think  from  my  experience 
that  the  hare's  flax  Palmer,  green  body  (pea- 
cock) Palmer,  California  Hofland's  Fancy, 
Coachman,  Black  Hawthorne,  and  March 
Browns  are  those  mostly  used,  and  if  the 
stranger  comes  with  any  but  the  local  flies  he 
is  quickly  at  a  loss,  and  obliged  to  submit  to 
the  local  authorities. 

A  friend  of  mine  was  at  Lynmouth  fishing 
the  Lyn  at  Easter,  and  he  told  me  that  with 
the  Pheasant  Tail  and  Blue  and  Hare's  Flax  he 
caught  many  trout  over  8oz.  I  know  of  one 
gentleman  who  caught  six  fish  one  day,  this 
was  his  record,  not  one  under  fib.,  this  was  his 
smallest  fish.  I  have  previously  written  on  these 
book  tales,"  and  I  find  they  are  often  misleading, 
but  if  the  correct  tips  are  required,  go  to  the  various 
rivers  and  test  for  yourself  is  my  answer.  I  fear 
all  rivers  by  the  easy  access  by  rail  are  much 
overcrowded  now,  but  this  rapid  Exmoor  water 
continues  to  give  good  sport  if  it  is  required,  and  I 
must  say  any  true  sportsman  can  get  there  a  fair 
number  of  good  takeable  trout. — Yours,  as  of 
March  28,    Fisheeman  of  Fobty-five  Yea.es. 


OLD  GUT. 

Deab  Sie, — A  week  or  so  ago  Mr.  George  Soltau, 
grandson  of  the  George  Soltau,  the  famous  fly 
fisherman,  who  wrote  the  work  on  "  Trout  Fishing 
in  South  Devon,"  called  on  me  and  asked  me  to 
examine  the  flies  and  casts  which  belonged  to 
his  grandfather,  and  he  said  they  were  at  least 
thirty  years  old.  I  tested  each  fly  and  cast,  and 
also  the  minnow  traces,  and  found  the  majority  of 
them  as  good  as  when  first  made.  They  had  not 
had  any  particular  care  in  keeping,  merely  being 
placed  in  a  drawer.  This  shows  that  gut  under 
certain  conditions  will  keep  good  for  a  length  of 
time. — Yours  truly,  William  Heaedeb. 

195,  Union-street, 
Plymouth. 


THE  LARGEST  ROD  SALMON  OF  1902. 

Deab  Marston, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  send- 
ing you  a  photograph  of  a  salmon  which  I  think 
was,  without  doubt,  the  largest  taken  by  an  angler 
in  our  home  waters  during  the  season  of  1902.  You 
may  like  to  figure  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The 
photograph  was  kindly  forwarded  to  me  by  Mr.  John 
S.  Dugdale,  K.C.,  on  whose  water,  on  the  river  Ewe, 
atPoolewe,  Ross-shire,  the  fish  in  question  was  landed 
in  June  last.  It  weighed  501b.,  and  was  a  male 
in  splendid  condition,  fresh  run  from  the  sea,  and 
was  captured  with  the  fly  by  the  keeper,  Osgood 


GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  IN  JULY  WANTED. 

Deab  Sib, — If  your  correspondent  "E.  M.  P." 
in  yours  of  May  9  will  drop  me  a  hno,  I  will  let 
him  know  of  a  place  such  as  he  desires,  where  ho 
can  catch  up  to  301b.  or  401b.  of  bream  and  roach 
per  day  ;  board  and  lodging  from  253.  per  week  ; 
boats  on  loch;  just  over  the  Border,  quiet  sur- 
roundings—  the  ideal  place  for  rest  and  quiet 
fishing.— Yours  truly,  W.  Waltees. 

58,  Oxney-road,  Rusholme, 
Manchester. 


Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  the  query  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  9,  we  should  be  pleased  to 
accommodate  "E.  M.  P."  in  July.  There  is  good 
fishing  here,  and  the  river  is  straight  in  front  of  the 
house,  a  dozen  yards  or  a  little  more.  We  have  a 
good  punt,  canoe,  and  boat,  all  in  excellent  repair. 
A  reply  would  oblige,  as  we  have  started  making 
arrangements  for  summer. — Yours  truly. 

The  Anchor  Hotel,  F.  W.  Lawrence. 

Great  Barford,  St.  Neots. 


A  GREY  MULLET  FOUND  IN  THE  THAMES 
AT  WOOLWICH. 
Dear  Sir, — This  morning  (Friday)  at  10.15  I 
saw  a  grey  mullet  in  the  Thames  at  North  Wool- 
wich ;  the  flsh  was  swimming  about  near  some  piles 
adjoining  the  Free  Ferry,  and  quite  close  to  the 
road,  sc  that  I  was  able  to  observe  it  very  closely 
for  about  ten  minutes.  It  appeared  to  be  very 
nearly  exhausted  or  poisoned,  as  the  water  was 
very  thick  (owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  great  amount 
of  land  water  that  has  come  down  lately).  I  heard 
this  afternoon  that  the  fish  had  been  caught  just 
after  I  left. 

This  is  the  fii'st  time  for  a  long  while  that  a  fish 
of  this  size  (I  should  say  about  12in.  long)  has  been 
seen  at  Woolwich,  and  how  it  got  here  no  one 
knows.  I  have  mentioned  it  as  it  may  interest 
those  who  are  looking  for  the  return  of  the  salmon. 
—Yours  truly,  A.  H.  M.  Greenhill. 

Cross-street,  Woolwich. 
May  8,  1903. 


;The  Gband  Ewe  Salmon  (Weight  50lb.)  and  its  Captor. 


Grant.  This  salmon  was  seen  coming  in  from  the 
sea  on  June  15,  in  company  with  another  very 
large  fish,  and  was  caught  on  the  16th.  The  other 
flsh  was  not  taken.  In  the  previous  year  a  salmon 
of  401b.  was  landed  in  the  same  river,  and  was  an 
exceptionally  large  one  for  the  river  Ewe. 

I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  photo- 
graph does  great  credit  to  Miss  Joan  Dugdale,  a 
young  lady  aged  ten.  It  was  taken  in  front  of 
Mr.  Dugdale's  house,  at  Poolewe.  The  captor, 
Osgood  Grant,  holds  the  fish  in  his  arms,  and  I 
think  the  pair  represent  two  as  grand  specimens  as 
one  would  wish  to  see. — Yours  truly, 

Henry  Ffennell. 


"TWO  DAYS  ON  SHIN." 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  "Two  Days  on  Shin,"  by 
"Rugde,"  with  much  interest.  The  writer  says  he 
started  about  9  p.m.,  "  and,  in  order  to  make  the 
best  of  things,"  he  had  three  trolling  rods  with  long 
lines  out  astern,  a  different  variety  of  Phantom 
attached  to  each,  on  a  strong  trace. 

(I  was  always  under  the  impression  that  two  rods 
trolhng  were  quite  as  much  as  could  be  managed 
with  safety,  even  by  daylight.)  However,  this 
angler  had  courage,  and  "about  midnight,  when 
he  had  fallen  into  a  kind  of  doze,"  the  row  began, 
and  ended  "in  a  regular  mess." 

The  days  of  miracles  are  said  to  be  over,  but  with 
great  respect  to  "Rugde"  I  venture  to  think 
there  would  have  been  one  more  if  he  had  killed 
that  fish. — Yours  truly,  T.  Rothwell. 

Kells,  Ireland. 


THE  BLACKWATER,  CO.  CORK. 

Dear  Sib, — Having  seen  some  correspondence  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  lately  respecting  the  fishing  on 
the  Blackwater  (co.  Cork)  river,  it  strikes  me  the 
enclosed  cutting  from  a  local  paper  might  interest 
you.  Some  twenty-five  years  ago  I  had  no  difficulty 
in  getting  sport  on  this  portion  of  that  river, 
and  have  frequently  got  five  to  eight  fish  a  day 
there. — -Yours  truly,  G.  de  Massy, 

Portarlington. 

[The  cutting  Mr.  Massy  kindly  sends  is  from 
the  Cork  Examiner,  May  7,  1903,  and  it  is  sad 
to  have  such  accounts  of  vanished  glories  of 
salmon  fishing  :  "This,  the  favourite  month  of 
the  fishing  season,  has  been  the  poorest  in 
fishing  results  during  the  memory  of  the  oldest 
living  angler  in  this  district.  Time  was  when 
in  this  town  alone  there  were  thiiteen  licensed 
anglers,  all  of  whom  had  ample  and  profitable 
sport.  It  can  now  show  but  one.  The  fishing 
reaches  of  Boularaore,  Prohus,  Fortgrady,  and 
down  to  Banteer,  in  former  years  so  prolific, 
are  quite  barren  of  salmon.  There  are  licensed 
anglers  in  the  latter-named  place,  and  from 
inquiries  made  their  total  does  not  make  more 
than  four.  The  conclusion  come  to  is  that 
salmon  are  not  in  the  upper  waters.  And 
why  ?  Winter  poaching  in  this  district  is  re- 
duced to  a  minimum  owing  to  the  vigilance  of 
the  police.  Fry  have  been  plentiful  for  past 
years,  and  this  year  both  early  and  numerous, 
and  of  large  size.  In  the  course  of  one  hour 
and  a  half  the  writer  put  back  unharmed  into 
one  of  the  tributaries  eighteen  large  fry,  and 
the  same  could  be  said  of  other  trout  fishers. 
For  the  past  six  years  the  upper  Blackwater 
is  going  from  bad  to  worse,  and  it  is  waste  of 
money  to  take  out  a  licence.  While  large  takes 
are  chronicled  from  the  Lee  and  Bandon,  the 
upper  water  anglers  are  despairing  of  seeing 
better  times  until  something  is  done  in  con- 
nection with  weirs,  salmon  traps,  and  over- 
netting  in  the  lower  waters.  As  far  as  can  be 
ascertained,  the  jNIallow  anglers  are  much  in 
the  same  boat  with  their  brethren  higher  up. 
Trout  fishing,  too,  is  not  a  very  successful  pursuit 
up  to  the  present,  but  this  is  attributed  to  the 
weather,  and  it  is  expected  to  mend  later  on."] 


FISHING  IN  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Novocastrian, "  in  your 
issue  of  May  9.  For  the  past  three  years  I  have 
stayed  at  Hanlon's  Hotel  in  Dungloe  for  the  autumn 
fishing.  There  are  dozens  of  trout  and  sea-trout 
lochs  and  salmon  in  the  rivers  which  the  licence 
covers.  There  is  no  charge  for  brown  trout  fishing. 
The  hotel  charges  are  very  moderate,  I  think 
only  2\  guineas  a  week,  and  everyone  about  the 
place  most  civil  and  obliging.  There  are  rainbow 
trout  in  some  of  the  lochs. — Yours  truly,     M.  H. 


Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Novocastrian's  " 
letter  re  fishing  in  Donegal  in  your  issue  of  May  9, 
the  writer  has  great  pleasure  in  recommending  a 
visit  to  St.  Columb's  Hotel,  Churchill,  near  Letter- 
kenny,  where  he  will  find  everything  Al.  Fishing 
tickets  are  issued  at  the  hotel  at  a  charge  of  Is.  6d. 
each  per  day.  Boats  free.  Loch  Gartan  and  Loch 
Ackiban  are  within  five  minutes'  walk  of  the  hotel, 
and  fish  are  plentiful,  it  being  a  poor  day  if  fifteen 
to  twenty  brace  per  rod  are  not  taken.  The  river 
Lennan,  within  five  minutes  also  of  the  hotel,  runs 
out  of  Loch  Gartan,  and  is  also  good  for  trout  and 
salmon. 

The  charge  at  the  hotel  is  6s.  per  day,  and  the 
only  extras  are  for  the  boatman's  lunch,  say,  6d. 

This  spot  will  soon  be  much  sought  after,  as 
within  the  last  month  or  two  the  railway  has  been 
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extended  to  Churchill  from  Londonderry,  vid 
Letterkenny,  and  anyone  paying  St.  Columb's  a 
visit  will  find  every  attention,  etc. 

J une  is  a  very  good  month  ;  in  fact,  I  have  been 
over  every  separate  one  during  the  season,  and 
have  always  had  good  sport.  The  trout  run  from 
^Ib.  to  Ijlb. 

Should  your  correspondent  wish  for  further  par- 
ticulars, I  would  have  pleasure  in  sending  some  on. 
The  surroundings  are  charming,  and  the  feeding, 
etc.,  extra  good  ;  in  fact,  a  most  delightful  trip. 
Golf  links  and  billiard  room  are  just  opened. — 
Yours  truly.  A.  E.  Pemberton. 

Sale,  near  Manchester. 


NO  ROACH  imiRELAND. 

Dear  Sir,— Tn  your  issue  of  May  9,  "  R.  D."  asks 
if  the  fish  I  killed  in  the  Kiidare  Lake  had  two  or 
one  row  of  pharyngeal  teeth  ?  It  had  only  one  ; 
therefore,  according  to  the  authorities  be  quotes — 
namely,  the  "  Encj'clopsedia  Britannica "  and 
"  Caspell's  Natural  History" — it  is  a  roach,  as  the 
rudd  has  two  rows. — Yours  truly,  W.  N.  C. 

[Will  somebody  kindly  send  over  one  or  two  roach 
from  Ireland,  so  that  we  can  have  the  matter 
settled. — Ed.] 


HUELGOAT. 

Dear  Mr.  Maeston, — Re  my  note  on  Huelgoat 
in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette.  A  most  important 
word  was  left  out  in  the  address.  It  should  have  been 
— Mr.  Dugoy,  Hotel  de  France,  Huelgoat,  Finisterre, 
France. — Yours  truly,  W.  S.  Buddicom. 


FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sib, — -Will  some  of  your  readers  bo  so  good 
as  to  advise  me  of  some  fishing  within  thirty  miles 
of  London  in  the  approaching  season  ?  and  oblige, 
■ — Yours  truly,  Lawrence  F.  Clarkson. 


THE  7|LB.  TEME  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  I  forward  you  a  photo  of 
the  big  trout  caught  by  Mr.  Arthur  Curtis  Williams, 
of  High-street,    Ludlow,  in  the  river  Teme  on 


The  7|lb.  Teme  Troxjt  caught  near  Ludlow 
BY  Me.  a.  C.  Williams, 


Thursday,  April  30.  The  fish  weighed  7  Jib.  ;  length, 
26in.  ;  round  shoulders,  15Jin.  ;  round  bent,  9fin.  ; 
width  of  tail,  7in. — Yours  truly, 
Ludlow.  R.  G.  Brookes. 


"EXMOOR  TROUTLETS." 

Dear  Sib, — The  indignant  letter  of  your  corre- 
spondent in  your  last  issue,  who  stands  aghast  at 
the  criminal  conduct  of  those  who  take  trout  of  2oz. 
and  3oz.  out  of  Devonshire  streams,  is  amusing  to 
those  who  know  Dartmoor.  I  have  only  been  back 
a  few  days  from  fishing  the  Tor  at  the  Moor  end  of 
it,  or,  rather,  beginning,  and  the  East  Okement, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  if  our  indignant  friend 
will  do  the  same  he  may  stay  a  month  and,  if  he 
sticks  to  his  principles,  will  never  basket  a  fish  if, 
as  is  usually  the  case,  the  water  is  fine  and  clear. 
But  more  than  this,  I  very  much  doubt  if  he  will 
ever  see  a. trout  over  a  quarter  of  a  pound  in  weight. 
It  may  be  asked.  Where  comes  in  the  fun  of  fishing 
for  such  sprats  ?  I  can  only  say  it  is  the  beautiful 
style  of  the  fishing,  and  the  difficulty  of  catching 
them. 

A  man  was  with  me  who  is  a  most  successful 
salmon  fisherman,  and  he  entered  into  the  sport  as 
earnestly  as  any  of  us. — Yours  truly, 

PiSCATOR  ExPECTANS. 


FORMALIN  AS  A  PRESERVATIVE. 

[In  answer  to  several  correspondents,  the  follow 
ing  note,  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
July  15,  1899,  is  herewith  reprinted.] 

Dear  Sie, — I  am  anxious  to  preserve  some 
minnow  and  dace  in  formalin  for  fishing,  but  do 
not  understand  the  process.  If  you  would  be  good 
enough  to  answer,  through  the  columns  of  your 
estimable  paper  (which  I  have  taken  for  several 
years),  the  following  queries,  I  should  feel  very 
much  obliged : — 


1.  Is  formalin  to  be  bought  at  a  chemist's;  if  so, 
what  is  the  proper  thing  to  ask  for  ? 

2.  Proportion  of  formalin  to  water  for  preservint;  ? 

3.  Should  the  baits  be  put  straight  into  the  pre- 
servative (after  being  killed,  of  course),  or  is  there 
anything  to  be  done  to  them  first  ? 

4.  Must  the  bottle  with  the  bait  in  preservation 
be  kept  air-tight  ? 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

F.  B.  Foerster. 

[1.  Yea.  Hopkin  and  Williams,  Cross-street, 
Finsbury.  Ask  for  formalin,  a  40  per  cent,  solution 
in  water  of  formic  aldehyde.  2.  Varies.  It  is 
impossible  to  give  definite  details  ;  probably  one  in 
twenty  would  be  correct,  or  even  less.  3.  Put  your 
baits  in  formalin  at  once,  alive  if  possible.  4.  Yes, 
certainly,  the  bottle  must  be  air-tight. — Ed.] 


SALMON]  PROBLEMS. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Thompson  has  placed  me  under 
an  obligation  which  I  wish  to  acknowledge,  and  he 
has  also  put  me  in  a  tight  place.  At  the  risk  of  being 
written  down  an  ignoramus  I  wish  to  say  that  the 
presence  of  spring  salmon  in  a  river  in  September  or 
even  earlier,  pike-like  in  appearance  and  condition, 
and  practically  barren — "  ova  still  in  miniature  " — 
seems  to  me  absolutely  astounding. 

These  fish  are  eight  or  nine  months  out  of  the  sea, 
but  still  show  no  sign  of  ripening,  though  the  spawn- 
ing season  is  but  two  or  three  months  off  at  most. 
What  are  they  doing  in  the  fresh  water  at  all  ?  And 
they  did  not  spawn  last  season  either,  fpr  the 
springer  enters  our  rivers  at  the  middle  or  close  of 
a  spawning  season,  which,  of  coirrse,  he  misses. 
And  now  Mr.  Thompson  tells  me  he  also  misses  the 
next  season. 

I  once  heard  an  experienced  fisher  and  water- 
bailiff  swear  that  he  had  landed  unspawned  kelts  in 
March  in  the  Shannon,  and  passing  over  the  contra- 
diction in  terms  the  man  was  correct  enough.  For 
we  have  no  fish  in  the  Shannon  in  March,  except 
splendid  springers  or  dirty  kelts  (locally  "  slaths  "), 
and  the  wretched  creatures  hooked  by  the  man  were 
most  obviously  not  springers.  And  as  he  handled 
them  in  freeing  the  hook  preparatory  to  returning 
them,  the  milt  poured  out  of  them  freely.  The 
language,  therefore,  fitted  the  facts  well  enough. 
Truly  the  salmon  is  still  an  inscrutable  mystery. 

As  for  the  creature's  food,  I  do  not  like  to  touch 
it.  There  is  a  thing  called  "  maidre  "  it  appears  in 
the  sea  which  "  herring  and  mackerel  get  very  large 
and  fat  upon,"  and  the'  salmon  then  comes  along 
and  eats  the  herring~Bnd  no  doubt  maidre  also, 
which  no  doubt  "  adds  to  ...  .  their  colour." 
Very  well.  I  am  glad  and  thankful  to  know  this 
maidre  makes  the  herring  white  and  the  salmon 
red.  At  the  same  time,  is  it  because  some  of  the 
Crustacea  get  red  externally  when  boiled  that  they 
will  make  the  flesh  of  their  devourers  red  or  what  ? 
Neither  did  I  believe  salmon  fed  in  fresh  water,  but 
I  suppose  they  could  have  got  these  "  minnow, 
loach,  and  gudgeon  "  nowhere  else.  In  fact,  the 
longer  I  live  the  more  ignorant  I  become. — Yours 
truly,  MoNA. 


NET-MARKED  GRILSE  IN  NORWEGIAN 
RIVERS. 

Dear  Sir. — Last  year  I  received  from  several 
British  gentlemen  who  fished  Norwegian  salmon 
rivers  returns  showing  the  number  of  grilse  they 
had  killed  that  year  in  Norway,  and  stating  what 
proportion  of  the  fish  were  exhibiting  marks  from 
having  passed  through  the  meshes  of  nets,  and 
how  many  that  were  without  such  marks.  Exact 
information  on  thi^  point  is  thought  to  be  of  great 
value  as  a  proof  of  the  effect  of  a  proposed  alteration 
of  the  Norwegian  Salmon  Fisheries  Acts  tending  to 
allow  meshes  of  any  size  in  the  nets  used  on  the 
coasts  or  fjords  for  salmon  fishing.  It  may  be 
known  that  a  clause  to  that  effect  has  been  pro- 
posed by  Herr  K.  Dahl,  but  opposed  by  me. 

One  year's  experience  being,  however,  rather  too 
little  to  draw  fully  reliable  conclusions  from,  I  should 
be  very  grateful  if  all  the  British  gentlemen  who  fish 
Norwegian  rivers  in  1903,  or  so  many  out  of  them 
as  possible,  would  take  the  trouble  to  send  me  such 
returns  for  this  year  too  by  filling  up  schedules 
that  have  been  prepared  for  this  purpose.  Such 
schedules  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Anglo- 
Norwegian  Fishermen's  Association,  46,  Gresham- 
street,  London,  E.G.,  or  to  Herr  Consul  Th.  Beyer, 
Bergen,  Norway.  When  filled  up  the  schedules 
should  be  forwarded  to  me  as  soon  as  possible 
either  directly  (address,  Christiania  Norway)  or 
through  the  said  association,  or  through  Herr  Beyer. 
— Yours  truly,  A.  Landmark, 

Chief  Inspector  of  Salmon 
Fisheries  for  Norway, 

Christiania,  May  9. 


ANOTHER  NMIE  FOR  "LANDING-NET" 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  tell  me  whether  a  "landing-net"  ia 
known  by  any  other  name.  Are  there  i^ny  local 
names  for  "landing-nets"  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ?  An  answer  in  your  valuable  paper  would 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  F.  W.  T. 


WEIGHING  FISH— NAILS  IN  WADING 
BOOTS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  your  remarks  about  nails  in 
waders  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  2,  coupled 
with  the  suggestion  that  they  should  be  clamped  on 
the  outer  sole,  before  that  is  fastened  on  to  the 
boot.  Some  years  ago  I  had  some  nails  made  which 
I  found  absolutely  perfect,  as  far  as  never  coming 
out  or  hurting  the  foot  were  concerned,  and  several 
of  my  friends  who  tried  them  said  the  same.  They 
were  made  as  follows:  A  small  bolt,  with  a  head 
about  the  size  of  a  drawing-pin,  was  p'assed  through 
the  outer  sole,  and  then  a  small  square  soft  iron 
nut  was  screwed  on  to  it  from  the  outside,  and 
clamped. 

These  studs  never  hurt  the  foot,  and  the  nuta 
never  came  off,  because  walking  on  them  clamped 
them  all  the  more,  and  they  seemed  to  last  as  long 
as  the  boots.  My  friends  told  me  to  patent  the 
idea,  so  I  consulted  with  a  patent  agent.  He,  of 
course,  said  I  could  sell  the  patent  at  once  if  I  took 
it  out.  and  that  he  would  dispose  of  it  for  me,  but 
as  soon  as  I  had  taken  out  the  patent  the  matter 
there  and  then  came  to  an  end. 


I  see  also  a  rough  sketch  of  how  to  weigh  a  fish 
whoso  weight  is  beyond  your  balance.  I  do  not 
think  in  practice  it  would  be  very  accurate.  Another 
way  is  to  get  a  straight  stick  about  a  yard  long,  put 
a  loop  at  each  end  and  one  in  the  middle,  fasten 
the  loop  at  one  end  to  a  nail,  or  something,  and 
your  fish  to  the  middle  one,  then  hook  the  steel- 
yard into  the  loop  at  the  other  end  and  raise  the 
fish  by  this  till  the  stick  is  level.  Double  what  your 
steelyard  reads  is  the  weight  of  the  i  sh.  I  have 
tried'  this  plan,  and  tested  its  accuracy.  The 
difficulty  in  "N's  "  way  is  that  if  the  angles  formed 
by  the  string  and  the  perpendicular  drawn  through 
the  fish  are  not  equal,  the  weight  could  not  be 
correctly  estimated,  and  it  would  be  hard  to  get 
them  equal. — Yours  truly,  X. 


A  GORGED  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Prance,  fishing  on  the  Plym  last 
week,  rose  a  trout  on  the  fly  and  landed  it.  He 
noticed  the  shape  was  very  curious,  and  it  had  a 
protrusion  about  the  size  of  an  egg  at  the  stomach. 
He  opened  it  with  a  knife,  and  found  the  gut  and 
stomach  gorged  with  gravel  and  small  stones. 
Have  any  of  your  readers  ever  know  a  of  such  a 
case  before  ?  The  trout  was  in  good  condition,  and 
rose  well  to  the  fly. — Yours  truly, 

William  Hearder. 


FISHING  IN  FINLAND— SEA  OR  BROWN 
TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORWAY  AND  SWEDEN. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  letter  in  your 
issue  of  May  9  from  "S.  S.,"  asking  for  information 
re  salmon  fishing  in  Finland,  we  shall  be  very 
pleased  to  give  this  information  if  the  writer  will 
send  us  his  address.  We  also  should  suggest  that 
the  fishing  rented  by  our  principals  at  Kajana, 
North  Finland,  would  meet  the  requirements  of 
another  of  your  correspondents  —  Mr.  Matthew 
E.  Muir — and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  send  him  full 
particulars  if  he  will  communicate  with  us. — Yours 
truly,  John  Good  and  Sons. 

177,  High-street,  Hull. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.] 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITORi 


The  New  Bill  to  "  Amend  the  Law  relating 
TO  Salmon  and  Fresh-water  Fisheries." 
It  is  too  long  to  print,  but  anyone  interested  in 
the  new  Bill  to  Amend  the  Law  relating  to  Salmon 
and  Fresh -water  Fisheries  can  get  a  copy  by  sending 
for  Bill  187  •-  to  Messrs.  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode, 
East  Harding-street,  Fleet-street,  London,  and 
enclosing  three  halfpence.  It  was  introduced  by 
Mr.  Richard  Cavendish,  M.R^  supported  by  Mr. 
Helme,  M.P„  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  M.P.,  Sir  Henry 
Seton  Karr,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Osmond  Williams. 
_  There  is  pretty  certain  to  be  considerable  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill,  though  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
trout  anglers  and  coarse  fish  anglers  are  right  in 
supposing  that  if  it  becomes  law  their  interests 
will  be  injuriously  affected, 

A  REVOLTTTIONARy  PROPOSAL; 

The  chief  feature  of  the  Bill  is  the  revolutionary 
one  of  giving  any  county  council  the  power,  if 
they  think  fit,  to  pay  out  of  the  county  rate  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  any  expenses  incurred,  or 
proposed  to  be  incurred,  by  a  Board  of  Conservators 
in  exercise  of  their  powers  for  the  improvement  of 
salmon  fisheries. 

This,  in  plain  English,  is  making  the  county  pay 
to  improve  the  property  of  the  net  owners  and  the 
sport  of  the  rod  owners,  and  I  fear  it  will  not  work. 

The  Boards  of  Conservators  will  stand  on  their 
heads  with  joy  if  this  suggestion  becomes  law.- 

The  Bill  provides  that  Conservators  may,  if  they 
think  fit,  and  can  persuade  the  county  council  to 
pay  for  it,  buy  up  any  obstruction  to  the  ascent  of 
salmon,  and  then  remove  it ;  but  the  powers  of 
compulsory  purchase  or  taking  of  lands  for  this 
purpose  shall  not  be  exercised  for  three  years. 

Proposed  Limit  of  7in.  and  Fine  of  £5. 
Clause  9  is  pretty  drastic.;  Any  person  taking, 
destroying,  or  injuring,  or  buying,  selling,  or 
exposing  for  sale  any  salmon,  trout,  or  char  of  less 
size  than  seven  inches  shall  be  liable,  on  summary 
conviction,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  Five  Pounds  for 
each  offence,  and  shall  forfeit  the  fish  and  all  rods. 


lines,  nets,  etc.;  used  in  committing  the  offence, 
Fiveipounds  is  surely  far  too  heavy  a  fine. 

Unfair  Proposal  to  interfere  with  Anglers' 
Lures.; 

Clause  10  is  to  give  Conservators  power  to 
restrict  the  use  of  the  gaff  in  connection  with  a  rod 
and  line,  and  to  regulate  the  use  of  lures  other  than 
the  artificial  fly. 

Although  I  am  a  salmon  and  trout  fly  fisher,  and 
as  such  should  naturally  have  no  objection  to  this 
clause,  it  is  too  absolutely  unfair  to  all  other  classes 
of  anglers,  who  have- every  bit  as  much  right  to 
consideration  as  fly  fishers.  Either  stop  at  "  lures,"- 
so  as  to  include  all,  or  omit  the  clause  referring  to 
lures  entirely.; 

Scotland  and  Ireland. 

As  regards  Scotland,  the  Act  will  chiefly  affect 
fishmongers,  except  that  it  proposes  to  stop  netting 
on  the  Tweed  on  Sept.  3  instead  of  on  Sept.  15, 
and  to  open  the  netting  on  Feb.  10  instead  of  on 
Feb.  14.  Tweed  salmon  anglers  will  rejoice  to  see 
the  nets  stopped  twelve  days  earlier  than  at  present. 

There  are  many  excellent  points  in  the  Bill,  and 
provided  the  interests  of  trout  and  coarse  fish 
anglers  are  not  affected,  they  will  not  object  to 
fishing  being  improved  at  the  expense  of  the 
county.  The  fear  is  other  interests  will  also  howl 
for  public  money — well,  let  'em; 

Dublin  Castle  and  Irish  Poachers^ 

An  English  angler  writes  to  me  with  reference  to 
my  note  of  last  week : — 

Dear  Mr.  IVLirston, — I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
complaints  were  made  not  only  by  the  Limerick 
Conservators,  but  also  by  practically  every  Fishery 
Board  in  Ireland; 

"  I  fail  to  imderstand  why  there  should  be  any 
distinction  between  English  and  Irish  law  in 
respect  to  the  conviction  of  poachers,  and  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  Dublin  Castle  authorities 
are  pandering  to  the  votes  of  the  masses.  They 
hope  by  aiding  and  abetting  law  breakers  to  get  a 
few  extra  votes,  and  frankly  I  am  becoming 
thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  Unionist  party 
which  I  have  always  supported;  indeed,  so  dis- 
gusted am  I  that  I  have  about  made  up  my  mind 
not  to  put  my  hands  in  my  pocket  again.  I  have 
subscribed  most  liberally  for  many  years  to  the 
registration  funds  in  several  constituencies. 

I  trust  the  Limerick  Conservators  will  adhere 
to  their  decision,  and  I  sincerely  trust  you  will 
agitate  in  your  paper  to  the  fullest  extent  for  an 
alteration  in  such  a  despicable  state  of  things. 
So  far  as  getting  votes,  the  Government  gets 
despised  for  its  weakness,  and  the  vagabonds  whose 
fines  and  sentences  are  remitted  are  the  people 
who  at  election  times  will  be  found  the  greatest 
opponents,'' 

The  May  Fly,- 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  anglers  who  see  the 
May  Fly  of  1903  begin  to  appear;  I  hear  it  is 
already  -  up "  in  Ireland  on  some  of  the  early 
lakes. 


Offer  of  a  Living  wanted  by  a  Piscatorial 
Parson, 

Our  advertisement  manager  calls  my  attention 
to  the  angling  advertisement  of  a  country  vicar, 
which  will  be  found  in  another  column.  He  has 
large  private  means,  and  he  wants  the  offer  of  a 
living  where  fishing  could  be  rented. 

The  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.; 

As  President  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society, 
I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  call  attention  to  the 
good  progress  made  by  the  society,  as  shown  in 
the  Annual  Report  given  on  another  page.  The 
society .  does  so  much  good  in  ^aiding  distressed 
anglers  who,  by  reason  of  sickness  suffered  by  self, 
wife,  or  family,  or  other  misfortune,  find  themselves 
in  want  of  fi.nancial  assistance,  that  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  asking  all  anglers  to  support  it,  and  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  more  Ufe  members  are  joining. 
The  committee  deserve  all  praise  for  their  exertions, 
and  too  much  cannot  be  said  for  the  excellent  work 
done  with  such  good  tact  by  the  secretary,  Mr,  W; 
H;  Barber.  His  address  is  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's 
Bush,  and  he  will  be  only  too  glad  to  send  full 
particulars  of  the  society  to  anyone  who  thinks  of 
joining. 


Can  the  Sea  be  Fished  Out  ? 

Under  this  heading  in  The  Nineteenth  Century 
for  November,  1901,  and  afterwards  in  the  Fishing 
Gazelle,  I  gave  some  account  of  the  remarkable 
discoveries  and  conclusions  of  Dr.  Hjort  and 
Dr.  Dahl,  who  have  carried  out  investigations 
relating  to  sea  fish  for  the  Norwegian  Government; 
The  theory  was  that  man  was  exhausting  the 
fisheries;  the  facts  proved  that  he  could  not  do 
so — that  is,  so  far  as  the  vast  majority  of  sea  fish 
are  concerned.  I  have  recently  received  from 
Dr.  W.  C.  Mcintosh,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  Natural 
History  and  Director  of  the  Marine  Laboratory, 
St.  Andrews  University,  a  copy  of  his  "  British 
Fisheries'  Investigations  and  the  International 
Scheme,'-  and  it  is  interesting  to  find  that  the 
professor  supports  the  views  of  the  Norwegian 
authorities. 

Criticism  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board,- 

Professor  Mcintosh  holds  strong  views  as  to  the 
inefficiency  of  the  work  carried  on  under  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board  in  the  way  of  sea  fisheries  investiga- 
tion, and  it  certainly  looks  as  if  it  would  be  difficult 
to  reply  to  his  criticisms.  Under  the  Board  certain 
areas  of  sea  water  were  closed  to  fishing,  including 
the  Firth  of  Clyde,  the  territorial  waters  between 
Red  Head  and  KinnairdHead  (closed  in  1889),  then 
the  whole  of  the  Scottish  waters  within  the  terri- 
torial limit  were  closed,  and  the  whole  of  the  Moray 
Firth. 

On  page  9,  Professor  Mcintosh  says : — 
To  be  'orief,  ten  years'  special  and  important  work 
of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  in  regard  to  the  effects 
of  the  closure  of  the  fisheries  of  the  country  has, 
with  all  deference  to  those  concerned,  been  tmsatis- 
factory — in  so  far  as  it  has  not  been  carried  out 
with  that  efficiency  which  the  large  expenditure 
warranted.  The  work  in  the  Moray  Firth  during 
the  subsequent  five  years  has  not  altered  the  opinion 
here  expressed; 

"  While  these  remarks  are  made,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  one  of  the  tasks — namely,  pro\ang 
that  the  closure  of  any  marine  area  increased  its 
fishes  in  a  noteworthy  degree — undertaken  by  the 
Board  was  a  difficult,  and,  in  some  respects,  an 
impracticable  one.  Even  if  it  had  been  practicable 
the  Board's  materials  and  methods  were  inadequate; 

"Fisheries  have  been  as  variable  in  the  olden 
time  as  now — from  the  Lofoten  cod  fisheries  of 
Norway  to  those  of  the  sardines  off  Southern  France. 
Moreover,  where  grounds — said  to  have  been  fished 
out — have  been  examined,  not  only  adult  fishes 
have  been  found  on  the  bottom,  but  myriads  of 
pelagic  young  have  been  caught  below  the  surface. 
It  has  been  supposed  that  fiat  fish — for  example, 
plaice — are  in  a  different  category  from  round  fishes, 
and  recent  critics  hold  them  up — as  others  formerly 
did  with  the  haddock — as  specially  liable  to  reduc- 
tion by  man's  agency.  Yet,  wherever  long- continued 
and  accurate  observations  of  their  life-history  and 
captures  have  been  carried  out,  the  reasons  for 
such  belief  are  found  to  be  slender.  Nature  is  able 
to  cope  with  the  destructive  agencies  by  means  of 
the  pelagic  eggs  and  migratory  yoimg,  and  holds 
her  own  in  the  struggle.  Closure  of  a  bay — for 
example,  St.  Andrews — does  not  apparently  increase 
the  numbers  nor  alter  the  size  of  the  flat  fishes ; 
neither  do  the  most  searching  measures  of  capture 
appear  seriously  to  reduce  them,'' 

***** 
"Besides  long  experience,  the  recent  work  of 
Hensen  on  the  eggs  of  fishes  in  the  North  Sea, 
and  that  of  Hjort  on  the  distribution  of  young 
gadoids  over  vast  areas  elsewhere,  sufficiently 
substantiate  the  view  that  Nature  is  very  capable 
of  replenishing  the  sea;  There  is  no  proof  that  the 
food-fishes  are  seriously  diminished.'^ 

Absurdity  of  Fencing  off  Bits  of  the  Ocean. 

"  If,  as  the  writer  has  often  said,  the  food-fishes, 
or  certain  of  them,  stretch  far  outwards  on  both 
shores  of  the  Atlantic,  the  closure  of  the  tiny  strip 
of  three  miles  round  the  shores  of  Great  Britain  is 
insignificant; 

"Finally,  and  above  all,  it  must  be  clearly 
understood  that  the  most  expensive,  most  complete, 
and  most  skilfully  conducted  international  surveys 
cannot  alter  the  laws  of  Nature,  or  cause  the  sea 
to  hold  a  larger  number  of  food-fishes,  at  a  given 
time,  than  the  circumstances  of  capture  and  other 
conditions  warrant.  Great  and  fortuitous  varia- 
tions have  occurred,  now  occur,  and  will  occur,  in 
the  abundance  of  all  marine  food-fishes.  Nothing 
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more  may  accrue  from  the  most  searching  inquiry. 
This  caution  is  the  more  necessary  in  view  of  the 
readiness  of  the  Government  to  launch  into  the 
somewhat  expensive  undertaking  of  the  inter- 
national scheme,  as  if  it  had  on  the  one  hand 
been  proved  that  any  method  of  man  had  notably 
increased  the  yield  of  the  sea,  or,  on  the  other,  had 
resulted  in  the  serious  diminution  of  a  food- fish." 


The  Lion  Hotel,  Farningham.- 
I  am  glad  to  say,  as  will  be  seen  from  his  adver- 
tisement, that  Ml".  E.  B.  Denton,  the  proprietor  of 
the  I  >ion  Hotel  at  Farningham,  has  secured  about 
a  mile  of  trout  fishing  (fly  only)  on  the  Darenth, 
near  Eynsford.  The  charge  to  visitors  is  5s.  a  day, 
or  £3  3s.  for  season  ticket. 


My  dear  Marston, — Re  certain  letters  to  the 
editor.  Fishing  Gazette,  May  16:  — 

1.  "Food  of  Salmon  and  Colour  of  their 
Flesh. 

Prawns  taken  from  deep  sea  levels  are  red  and 
just  about  same  tinge  as  those  presented  to  salmon 
on  prawn  tackle. 

2;  "Will  Swans  Kill  Young  Trout?'' 
Swans  are  very  destructive  to  yearling  trout.  I 
have  taken  as  many  as  three  yearling  fario  from 
the  inside  of  a  swan.  The  bird  was  fishing  on  a 
shallow  near  my  house  until  a  rook-rifle  bullet 
stopped  him.  Another  swan  shot  by  me  I  gave  to 
one  of  my  men,  who  told  me  he  found  a  large 
yearling  trout  in  the  bird.  Coots  are  best  water- 
birds  to  keep  down  weed ;  I  only  once  found  fish 
in  coots. 

3.  "Old  Gut.'I 
I  have  some  very  fine  points  five  years  old;  they 
live  in  a  table  drawer,  and  are  as  strong  as  ever 
when  well  soaked. 

4.  "A  Gorged  Trout.'! 
Caused  by  feeding  on  caddis.     Sometimes  the 
caddis  cases  cause  obstruction  and  the  trout's 
stomach  becomes  distended. 

E.  VaI;Entine  Corkie. 
The  Itchen  River  Trout 
Breeding  Establishment. 
May  16; 

This  is  proof  positive  that  swans  kill  young 
trout,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Corrie. 

"  The  Angler's  Diary  and  Gazetteer.'I 
Thirty-seventh  Yearly  Edition. 

"The  Angler's  Diary  and  Gazetteer,'- which  for 
thirty-seven  years  has  been  pubUshed  annually  by 
Mr.  Horace  Cox,  of  the  Field,  is  a  work  of  reference 
which  is  simply  indispensable  to  every  angler.  It 
only  costs  Is.  6d.,  and  it  gives  particulars  about 
thousands  of  fishing  places  at  home  and  abroad. 
I  have  never  found  any  book  of  reference  in  con- 
nection with  angling  so  useful  as  this,  and  I  say 
this  with  perhaps  as  much  knowledge  of  the  defects 
of  the  work  as  anybody ;  but  in  spite  of  its  defects 
and  incorrect  information  with  regard  to  some 
places,  it  is  a  perfect  boon  to  the  angler.  What  I 
should  like  to  see  would  be  whole  pages  of  quite 
useless  matter  cut  out,  and  the  rest  brought  up 
to  date.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary 
repetition.  For  instance,  under  Middle  Thames 
are  two  pages  about  places  also  given  in  the  general 
alphabet.  One  alphabetical  order  of  names  of 
places  is  all  that  is  wanted.  It  would  lessen  the 
cost  and  increase  the  value  of  the  work.  I  note 
the  work  still  states  that  there  is  no  close  time  for 
trout  in  Scotland,  which  is,  of  course,  incorrect  now. 

What  is  the  Largest  Severn  Salmon  taken 
with  Rod  and  Line  ? 
The  Da  ill/  Express  says: — 

"  The  largest  salmon  ever  caught  with  a  rod  or 
line  on  the  Severn  has  just  been  captured  by  Mr. 
M.  Woosnan,  of  Newton.  It  measured  over  40in. 
long,  and  weighed  26|lb."- 

Mr.  WilUs  Bund  can  perhaps  tell  us  if  this  is  the 
largest  recorded  fish  ? 


Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preservation 
Association. 

His  Majesty  the  King  is  patron  of  the  Windsor 
and  Eton  Anghng  Association,  and  I  am  glad  to 
see  from  the  twenty-fourth  annual  report  that  this 
very  useful  society  has  received  more  financial 
support.  What  I  cannot  understand  is  why  after 
spending  the  greater  part  of  this  money  in  the 


purchase  of  over  7000  roach,  chub,  etc.,  no  less  than 
321  pike  are  also  purchased  and  put  into  the  river 
with  the  other  fish ;  even  21  pike  is  far  too  large  a 
proportion,  for  the  21  would  destroy  in  a  year 
more  than  all  the  other  fish  put  in  amoimt  to. 
Pike  not  only  destroy  fish,  but  they  scare  them 
and  make  baiting  places  to  get  the  fish  together 
useless,  as  they  will  not  stop  and  feed  if  a  pike  or 
two  get  into  the  swim.  I  should  think  the  Thames 
breeds  quite  enough  pike  of  its  own.  Of  course,  if 
the  members  all  prefer  pike  fishing,  their  policy  is 
quite  right.  R.  Bj  Marston, 


SUTHEELAND,  CAITHNESS, 
SHETLAND. 

INEXPENSIVE   SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING.: 
By  AuatrsTTTS  Geimble,' 
Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,'--  etc.- 

CHAPTER  IX.— continued: 

Soon  after  leaving  Heuhm  in  our  gig,  we  crossed 
the  beautiful  but  strictly  preserved  river  Hope  by 
a  ferry-boat  worked  on  a  chain  ;  then  ascending 
the  steep  brae  on  the  other  side,  we  pass  Hope  Lodge 
prettily  perched  on  a  high  bank  overlooking  Loch 
Hope.  The  top  of  the  ascent  landed  us  on  the  Moin 
road,  a  dreary  monotonous  ten  miles  of  road,  only 
broken  by  the  Moin  Refuge  House,  where  thei-e  are 
always  peat  and  oatmeal  and  water  f^r  any 
unfortunates  who,  making  this  journey  in  winter, 
maj'  1)6  overtaken  by  snowstorms  or  mists.  Then 
we  reach  the  banks  of  the  Kyle  of  Tongue,  and  after 
passing  over  the  Kinloch  River  Bridge,  also  a  strictly 
preserved  water,  we  are  shortly  inside  the  large 
and  comfortable  Tongue  Hotel. 

Here  there  is  also  sea-trout  fishing  in  the  Kyle 
similar  to  that  at  Durness,  but  apparently  the  trout 
run  heavier,  for  the  fish  book  shows  that  the  Bishop 
of  Sodor  and  Man  had  on  June  1,  1891,  thirteen 
sea-trout,  weighing  571b.,  or  over  41b.  each — a 
splendid  take.  On  the  day  of  my  arrival,  in  a  period 
of  great  drought,  only  one  sea-trout  of  3;Ub.  and 
301b.  of  Loch  trout  were  brought  into  the  hotel, 
and  these  latter  were  some  of  the  pinkiest  and  best 
fiavoured  trout  I  ever  tasted.  The  angler  here  can 
fish  free  on  Loch  Laoghal  or  I^oyal,  Locli  Craggie, 
and  Loch  Slam,  which  all  empty  through  the 
Borgie  river,  and  in  June  and  later  salmon  and  grilse 
are  sometimes  got  in  Loch  Slam,  less  frequently  in 
Craggie,  and  very  rarely  in  Laoghal.  and  then  only 
by  trolling.  Here  as  elsewhere  ,the  salmon  supply 
has  fallen  off.  Twenty  years  ago  a  salmon  a  day 
was  nearly  a  certainty  on  Loch  Slam,  and  as  many 
as  seven  in  a  day  were  then  got,  while  at  the 
present  time  perhaps  a  dozen  in  the  whole  season 
would  be  nearer  the  mark. 

Also  twenty  years  ago  a  few  salmon  were  always 
got  on  Loch  Laoghal  after  the  middle  of  April,  and 
at  that  period  there  was  plenty  of  jerox  also,  which 
now  appear  to  have  died  out,  as  in  recent  yeors 
hardly  one  has  been  caught.  These  four  lochs,  in 
connection  -with  the  Borgie,  are  also  open  to  visitors 
at  the  Altnaharra  Hotel,  and  they  have  been  very 
hard  fished,  while  but  little  has  been  done  in  the 
matter  of  restocking,  and  so  the  incessant  taking  out 
and  putting  nothing  in  must  sooner  or  later  mean 
deterioration.  There  is  one  saving  clause,  and  that 
is  that  in  all  the  hotels  on  the  Sutherland  estate 
there  is  hung  up  in  a  prominent  place  an  order  that 
anglers  shall  return  to  the  water  all  trout  under 
eight  inches  long,  a  request  which  on  the  whole  is 
fairly  well  observed. 

From  Tongue  His  Majesty's  mail  conveys  us  to 
Melvich  Hotel,  on  the  Halladale,  while  en  route  we 
cross  the  Borgie,  the  Naver,  and  the  Little  Strathy, 
on  none  of  which  is  there  any  open  water.  From 
here  the  Halladale  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  angler. 
The  river  is  said  to  take  its  name  from  a  son  of  the 
first  Earl  of  Orkney,  one  Halladha,  who  was  killed 
in  a  battle  in  the  strath  and  buried  where  he  fell. 
The  field  is  still  pointed  out  by  the  natives,  a  deep 
circular  trench  with  a  stone  in  the  centre  marking 
the  burial  place  of  Halladha  and  his  sword.  Draining 
an  area  of  108  square  miles,  the  river  rises  in  the 
lieights  of  Knockfin,  on  the  Caithness  borders,  and 
is  the  boundary  between  the  counties  of  Caithness 
and  Sutherland.  After  a  fairly  rapid  run  of  twenty- 
two  miles,  it  falls  into  the  North  Sea  at  Melvich  Bay. 
The  spaMTiing  grounds  are  excellent,  and  there  are 
neither  pollutions  nor  obstructions.    In  order  to 


reclaim  some  land  from  the  river,  the  grandfather 
of  the  present  Duke  of  Sutherland  cut  the  lower 
part  of  it  into  a  long,  straight  canal,  and  in  gaining 
his  object  he  quite  spoilt  for  angling  what  used  to 
be  the  best  part  of  the  river,  for  the  long  stretch  of 
dead  water  is  nearly  useless,  except  with  a  strong 
breeze  blowing  up  or  do^ra  it,  but  up  it  for  choice. 
In  those  days  the  land  reclaimed  was  worth  more 
than  the  anghng.  Nowadays  the  angling  would 
be  Avorth  a  great  deal  more  than  the  land.  Heather 
clad  hills  are  on  both  banks  of  the  river,  which  is 
divided  into  six  beats,  the  two  upper  ones  of  but 
little  use  except  in  times  of  flood,  and  even  then 
the  river  runs  down  very  quickly.  The  four  lower 
ones  contain  many  pretty  pools  which  will  give  fair 
sport  in  continuously  wet  weather,  especially  after 
the  nets  come  off. 

These  beats  are  divided  as  follows,  and  they  are 
liable  to  alteration  : — • 

Forsinard  Hotel  has  one  rod  ;  Forsinard  shoot- 
ings have  two ;  Bighouse  shootings  have  one ;  Mr. 
Pilkington,  of  Sandside,  has  one;  and  Melvich 
Hotel  one; 

They  are  fished  in  rotation,  No.  6  being  the  nearest 
one  to  the  sea;  In  the  spring  the  rods  of  Forsinard, 
Bighouse,  and  Sandside  shootings  are  often  let,  and 
appUcation  should  be  made  to  the  hotels  at  Melvich 
and  Forsinard. 

As  the  top  of  beat  No.  6  is  fully  fifteen  miles  from 
Forsinard,  and  the  end  of  No.  1  the  same  distance 
from  Melvich,  the  angler  will  do  well  before  taking 
a  beat  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  proprietor 
of  whichever  hotel  he  elects  to  stay  at  as  to  the  cost 
of  conveyance  each  week.  The  three  best  pools  on 
the  river  are  Foresel,  Havich,  and  Ashel  on  beats 
4,  5,  and  6; 

The  best  months  for  salmon  are  March  and  April, 
though  the  river  opens  on  Jan.  11  and  closes  on 
Sept.  30.  Nets  do  not  begin  till  Feb.  11,  and  come 
off  on  Aug.  20.  The  Silver  Doctor  and  Jock  Scott, 
from  medium  to  the  smallest,  are  the  favourite  flies. 
A  grilse  rod  will  do  the  work  easily.  Stockings  are 
useful  in  spring,  when  the  stream  is  big,  but  as  soon 
as  it  drops  to  a  medium  height  no  waders  are 
necessary,  Halladale  mouth  is  hard  fished  by  half 
a  dozen  bag  nets  and  a  draft  net,  but  these  fishings, 
which  at  one  time  were  very  remunerative,  have  now 
greatly  decreased  in  value  owing  to  the  excessive 
destruction  of  fish; 

The  Fishery  Board  Report  of  1888  states  that 
from  the  net  fishings  of  the  Halladale  and  Strathy 
district,  on  some  twenty  miles  of  coast,  the  yield  of 
the  three  previous  seasons  was  an  average  of  900 
salmon  and  4000  grilse,  rough  on  the  grilse  and  a 
certain  method  of  diminishing  the  supply  of  salmon. 
In  these  three  years  which  gave  2700  salmon  and 
1 2,000  grilse,  the  rods  took  less  than  300  fish  from 
the  two  streams  !  The  Halladale  is  another  of  the 
rivers  for  which  Mr.  Box,  the  Duke  of  Sutherland's 
factor  at  Tongue,  has  so  long,  but,  alas  !  so  ineffec- 
tually, advocated  a  shortening  of  the  netting  season 
by  ten  days. 

Of  recent  years  the  average  take  of  the  whole  of 
the  Halladale  has  been  about  sixty  fish  a  season, 
rather  under  than  over.  In  April  there  arc  a  few 
sea-trout  to  be  got  in  the  tidal  water  between 
Melvich  Bridge  and  the  sea,  but  it  is  open  to  all 
and  hard  fished  by  the  natives.  The  hotel  at 
Melvich  is  one  of  those  trouting  centres  for  which 
the  county  of  Sutherland  is  famous.  It  has  the 
run  of  about  thirty  lochs,  which,  very  v^isely,  are 
restocked  each  season  with  Loch  liCvens  from  a 
hatchery  on  the  Brora,  When  I  was  last  at  Melvich, 
in  June,  1 899,  the  hotel  was  so  full  of  trout  fishers 
that  there  was  not  a>  bedroom  to  be  had  in  it,  and  I 
was  quartered  out,  and  it  may  be  taken  for  granted 
that  similar  hotels  in  the  county  are  quite  as  full, 
and  there  are  ten  of  them  at  least — Lairg.  For- 
sinard, Altnaharra,  Tongue,  Durness,  Riconich, 
Scourie,  Altnacealgach,  Inchnadamph,  and  Loch 
Inver, 

The  large  sums  disbursed  by  anglers  for  the  j 
pri\T[lege  of  catching' small  loch  trout  astonished  me  | 
greatly.    The  hotel  bill  vdW  come  to  at  least  15s.  | 
a  day,  the  gillie  is  3s.  6d.  a  day,  with  a  further  J 
Is.  9d.  for  his  lunch  and  whiskey,  Avhile  as  often  as  3 
not  there  is  another  3s.  a  day  as  a  share  of  machine)' 
to  the  fishing  ground.    Here,  then,  we  have  many 
fishers  paying  fom  23s.  to  30s.  a  day  for  the  pleasure 
of  catching  from  a  dozen  to  five  dozen  loch  trout, 
which,  even  with  "hotel  weights,"-  barely  average 
three  to  the  pound,  and  in  many  cases  very  much 
less.    The  take  will  of  coui^e  depend  on  the  com- 
bined skill  of  the  angler  and  his  boatman  and  the 
state  of  the  weather.    Between  these  ten  hotels^ 


Mat  23,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


353 


there  are  certainly  a  hundred  anglers  who  spend 
23s.  a  day  or  £800  a  week,  and  as  the  trouting  season 
lasts  for  fully  sixteen  weeks,  they  disburse  in  the 
county  of  Sutherland  alone  upwards  of  £13,000  in 
pursuit  of  their  sport.  This  calculation  is,  however, 
under  the  mark,  for  many  fishers  are  accompanied 
by  their  families,  and  spend  a  great  deal  more  on 
the  hotel  bill  than  my  modest  estimate  of  15s.  a 
day,  for  I  came  across  several  families  whose  daily 
expenditure  would  come  to  ten  times  that  amount. 

From  Melvich  I  made  for  the  little  river  Forss 
in  Caithness,  on  which  I  had  permission  to  work 
my  will.  It  cannot  be  called  open  water,  but  as 
the  angling  is  let  each  season  at  a  moderate  rent 
and  as  there  is  room  for  two  rods,  while  the  sport 
is  sometimes  good,  I  think  it  should  be  described. 

It  flows  from  Loch  Shurrery,  and  after  a  run  of 
twelve  miles  through  the  estates  of  Westfield  and 
Forss,  in  which  it  di-ains  fifty-eight  square  miles, 
it  falls  into  the  North  kSea  six  miles  to  the  west  of 
Thurso.  Above  Loch  SJiurrery  there  are  good 
spawning  grounds  which  are  used  by  salmon,  grilse, 
and  sea-trovit,  and  they  are  taken  there  with  the 
t\y.  From  Westfield  Bridge,  five  miles  from  Thurso 
and  just  beyond  the  pretty  little  shooting-lodge  of 
the  same  name,  it  is  five  miles  to  the  sea. 

At  this  bridge  the  Forss  is  narrow,  shallow,  and 
streamy,  but  as  it  flows  through  the  green  strath 
it  opens  out  by  degrees  to  form  plenty  of  pretty 
pools,  until  about  a  mile  above  Forss  Bridge  it  runs 
deep  and  still,  and  requires  a  good  ripple  for  suc- 
cessful angling.  Immediately  below  Forss  Bridge 
are  falls  of  about  thirty  feet,  but  which  are  so  broken 
up  and  divided  as  to  offer  no  serious  bar  to  the 
ascent  of  fish  which  make  the  passage  from  a  stream 
at  the  left  of  the  fall  up  the  right  centre.  From 
below  to  the  sea  is  about  a  mile,  all  dead  water, 
but  which  makes  good  angling  when  there  is  a 
strong  north  wind,  but  even  should  it  be  due  south 
so  nearly  stagnant  is  this  part  that  sport  is  often 
had  by  fishing  up  stream. 

The  river  opens  on  Feb.  11 — a  curious  arrange- 
ment, for  the  Thurso  close  by  on  the  east,  with  the 
Halladale  on  the  west,  both  open  on  Jan.  11. 
]\Iarch  and  April  are  the  best  months  for  spring 
fish,  and  September  and  October  for  late  ones. 
The  former  average  101b.,  the  latter  71b.  Grilse 
run  towards  the  end  of  July,  and  average  5lb.  ;  and 
of  sea-trout  there  are  very  few. 

\To  be  continued.) 


THE  WEATHER  IN  NORWAY. 


Weekly  Weather  Report  from  Norway. 

The  telegrams  this  morning  to  hand  from  the 
various  districts  of  Norway  are  as  follows: — 
Namsen,  cold,  no  fish  yet;  Gula,  cold,  three  fish 
caught  in  river  and  several  in  the  fjord;  Bergen, 
cold,  but  some  fish  caught  round  the  coast; 
Mandal,  in  good  order,  many  fish  ascending. 

May  18.  James  Do  well. 


REPORTS  BE  RIVERS  IN  NORWAY, 
1903. 


Thomas  Wilson,  Sons  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  send  the 
following  report  from  T.  C.  Jonasen,  Stavanger:— 
A  salmon  was  caught  on  May  9  in  the  Espedal 
river,  about  twenty  miles  from  Stavanger,  on 
artificial  fly.  It  was  the  first  salmon  caught  in  the 
river  this  season  and  scaled  6  kilos.  The  weather 
has  been  cold  and  wet  of  late  and  not  favourable 
for  fishing; 

May  18, 


"  KEENNESS." 

Keenness  is  one  of  the  two  sine  qua  non  quahfi- 
cations  which  go  towards  making  the  sportsman. 
A  few  other  useful,  but  not  essentially  necessary, 
ones  may  be  dispensed  with,  without  much  danger 
to  a  sporting  reputation  ;  but  minus  keenness  or 
honour,  the  sportsman  ceases  to  be.  A  man  may 
be  seriously  handicapped,  physically  or  financially 
crippled,  yet  a  sportsman  to  the  core  ;  but  let  him 
acquire  the  moral  warp,  and,  hey,  presto  !  we 
have  done  with  him. 

How  many  men  manage  to  knock  a  good  day's 
lumting  out  of  a  £20  screw  ?  Many  more  will 
thoroughly  enjoy  themselves,  and  have  real  good 
sport,  tramping  through  the  turnips  after  par- 
tridges or  ground  game  with  a  cylinder-bore  under- 


lever  that  was  built  thirty  years  ago,  and  acquired 
through  the  advertisement  columns  of  a  paper,  its 
chief  recommendation  being  the  lowness  of  price. 
And  far  more  numerous  than  all,  perhaps,  those 
who  manfully  trudge  many  weary  miles  for  a  half 
hoUday's  fishing,  armed  M'ith  a  cumbrous  rod  and 
coarse  tackle,  probably  home-made — an  object- 
lesson  to  those  more  fortunate  in  the  distribution  of 
material  benefits. 

Oh  !  ye  on  whom  the  gods  have  smiled,  and 
taken  care  that  your  mouths  were  properly  equipped 
with  silver  spoons  at  the  time  of  your  nativity,  take 
a  lesson  from  many  of  your  humbler  brethren  on 
whom  the  gods  have  not  smiled,  but  who  have 
perhaps  acquired  this  qualification  of  keenness  from 
the  blades  of  the  black-handled  knives  with  which 
the  same  gods  thought  fit  to  ornament  their  oral 
cavities  when  ushered  into  this  wicked  world.  vSeek 
not  to  quarrel  with  your  hooks  because  the  eye-holes 
are  two  heavy,  nor  with  the  blind  variety  on  account 
of  their  points  being  too  sharp,  and  restrain  your- 
selves from  writing  in  that  "  Do-you-bite-your- 
thumb-at-me-sir  ? '-  style,  because  you  fail  to 
agree  about  the  fractional  weight  of  your  weapons. 

If  your  rods  be  4-7  too  light  or  -303  too  heavy, 
send  them  along  to  me,  carriage  paid,  enclosing 
stamped  addressed  envelope  for  reply  and  the  sum 
of  one  guinea — don't  omit  the  odd  shilhng — merely 
as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith,  and  I  will  set  your 
minds  at  rest  (I  have  an  old  jack-plane  and  some 
sheet-lead).  If  you  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
result,  then  are  you  indeed  beyond  redemption,  and 
— er — you  have  my  sympathy. 

Do  not  mistake  me.  I  am  not  advocating 
economy.  It  frequently-  ends  in  disaster.  Be  as 
economical  as  you  are  obliged  ;  that  is  all.  If  you 
can  run  into  three  figures  for  your  hunters,  do  so 
by  all  means.  A  man  doesn't  carry  a  spare  neck 
about  as  he  does  a  top  joint;  A  few  pounds  extra 
on  an  up-to-date  breech-loader  are  not  thrown  away. 
One  does  not  as  a  general  rule  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
a  second  crop  of  fingers  and  eyes.  And  get  the  best 
rods  and  tackle  your  means  will  allow.  Otherwise 
one  rides,  shoots,  or  fishes  for  a  fall,  and  frequently 
is  not  disappointed. 

One  of  the  keenest  men  I  ever  met  was  a  Cockney 
— a  regular  out-and-outer.  About  four  years  ago 
he  came  down  from  town  to  spend  a  fortnight's 
holiday  with  an  old  friend,  the  dominie  of  a  small 
village  about  seven  miles  from  here. 

Starting  on  the  Saturday,  with  his  rods  and  kit 
strapped  to  the  back  of  his  trusty  bike,  he  accom- 
plished the  first  half  of  the  140-mile  journey  suc- 
cessfully. Not  so  the  second,  however.  He  made 
a  fairly  good  beginning  on  the  Sabbath  morm'ng, 
but  after  reeling  off  about  thirty  miles  in  fine  style 
his  luck  changed,  the  first  intimation  being  the 
utter  and  total  collapse  of  his  machine.  To  use  his 
own  words,  "  The  bloomink  ole  jigger  bust  and 
landed  me  an'  the  ole  bloomink  caboodle  dahn — 
a  regulah  perishah.". 

Fortunately  the  mishap  occurred  not  far  from  a 
large  town,  and  he  managed  to  carry  the  remains 
of  the  erstwhile  "  jigger  "  and  his  lare^  et  penates  to 
the  railway  station.  Thence  he  sent  the  remains  to 
the  original  constructer  or  some  hospital  in  his  native 
London  ;  and  as  no  train  was  running  towards  his 
destination  he  cast  about  the  town  and  succeeded 
in  hiring  a  substitute  for  the  disabled  steed.  Once 
more  under  weigh,  nothing  daunted,  onward  he 
sped,  until  a  punctured  hind  tyre  brought  him  up 
%vith  a  round  turn.  This  trifling  difficulty  he  over- 
came, and  again  he  hied  him  onward  towards  his  goal. 
A  six-inch  burst  in  the  front  tyre  was  not  so  easily 
dealt  with,  but  a  tolerably  skilful  cycle  surgeon  in 
a  thriving  village  en  route  eventually  helped  him 
once  more  on  his  way  rejoicing.  Then  occurred 
the  finale — the  grand  coup  !  The  forks  spread  and 
released  the  front  Avheel — Tableau  ! — another 
"  perishah. 

It  was  getting  dusk;  All  these  little  interrup- 
tions had  killed  time.  No  alternative  remained  but 
to  footsack  the  twenty  miles  that  separated  him 
from  his  friend's  hospitable  roof.  With  unabated 
courage  he  faced  and  tackled  the  emergency,  the 
runaway  wheel  around  his  neck — whether  attached 
by  a  piece  of  line  or  his  head  jammed  in  between  the 
spokes  I  know  not ;  I  am  merely  rendering  his 
graphic  account  into  mine  own  argot.  His  words 
were,  "  Ah  wore  the  bloomink  ole  weel  rahnd 
m'neck,"  so  you  may  translate  it  for  yourself.  Trund- 
ling the  other  part,  vsdth  his  possessions  attached, 
on  the  hind  wheel,  a  la  barrow,  he  arrived  at  the 
dominie's  door  about  2  a.m,  on  Monday.  The 
worthy  pedagogue  had  long  given  him  up  and 


retired  to  roost,  but,  like  a  good  Samaritan,  arose 
to  let  him  in,  and  fed  and  watered  him.  At  seven 
o'clock  this  man,  with  his  friend  the  dominie,  was 
on  the  road  leading  towards  the  lake,  with  a  seven - 
mile  tramp  in  front  of  him.  Yes,  be  ^^'as  keen. 
Were  you  to  sec  him  equipped  you  would  admit  it- 
High  on  his  back  were  perched  the  rods — a  six- 
jointed  roach  one  he  called  a  "  pole,"  and  a  three- 
jointed  jack  rod.  This  bundle  was  only  lacking  the 
crowning  glory  of  a  brush  with  radiating  fibres  to 
suggest  "  Sweep  Oh  !  "  Then  there  was  a  swag  of 
goodly  proportions  crammed  with  gound  bait,  and 
a  haversack  containing  lunch — yes,  and  breakfast 
and  dinner  also,  for  they  arrived  early  and  stayed 
late.  These  bags  hung  saltirewise  over  their 
respective  shoulders  hke  the  old-fashioned  infantry 
cross-belts.  In  one  hand  he  grasped  a  stone  bottle 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  accommodate  about  a 
gallon  of — er — probably  formalin  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  specimens,  and  to  prevent  the  other  from 
becoming  jealous  he  employed  it  in  trjang  to  keep 
off  the  flies  with  about  the  stoutest  hazel  stick  I 
have  come  across. 

For  twelve  days  he  stuck  to  it,  starting  at  7  a.m., 
and  arriving  at  his  temporary  home  about  10  p.m., 
always  laden  with  numberless  roach  about  4in.  in 
length,  and  I  verily  beheve  he  would  have  fished 
the  intervening  Sunday  but  for  the  stringent  un- 
written law  of  the  noble  owner  of  the  lake.  I  do  not 
wish  to  defend  his  action  in  taking  such  puny  fry, 
but  circumstances  alter  cases.  The  proprietor  of 
the  lake — a  large  one  of  over  80  acres — will  not 
permit  angling  during  the  very  best  part  of  the 
year  out  of  a  sportsmanlike  regard  for  the  wild-fowl 
— he  cares  nothing  about  angling — consequently  it  is 
teeming  with  coarse  fish  ;  a  few  thousands  more  or 
less  would  make  little  or  no  difference.  And,  again, 
it  would  be  hard  to  find  fault  for  showing  such  enthu- 
siastic joy  in  what  to  him  was  probably  a  red-letter 
period  beyond  his  wildest  dreams,  certainly  as 
regards  numbers  if  not  in  size. 

I  met  this  man  the  first  day  of  his  appearance 
and  saw  him  on  several  occasions  subsequently.  I 
was  not  fishing.  I  never  do  that  water  in  August. 
Jack  Pike,  Esq.,  with  Mrs.  Pike  and  all  the  little 
Pikes,  has  betaken  himself  to  the  seaside  or  the  Alps, 
or  is  taking  the  waters  at  Homburg  for  aught  I 
know  to  the  contrary.  Ditto  their  neighbours,  the 
Perch  family.  Even  the  bloated  bream  sulks,  and 
nothing  remains  but  the  merry  little  roach.  But  if 
I  don't  fish,  I  like  to  see  what  others  are  doing,  and 
sling  gratuitous  advice  about,  especially  to  visitors 
who  probably  know  more  about  the  gentle  art  than 
I  do. 

His  strong  resemblance  to  Uriah  Heep — the  last- 
ing impression  of  Dickens's  immortal  character  I 
had  acqviired  in  early  youth — was  the  first  thing 
that  struck  me  about  him,  except  that  he  was 
rather  tall  and  had  a  little  hair  about  his  face.  The 
death-like  waxy  complexion,  exuding  a  mild  damp- 
ness, like  wax  in  the  sun,  to  which  the  flies  seemed 
to  adhere,  and  become  emphasised  by  reason  of  the 
colour  contrast,  and  the  brilhancy  of  the  hirsute 
appendages  were  there  ;  and  there  the  resemblance 
ended.  In  my  analysis  of  the  Cockney,  whatever 
his  shape,  form,  or  configuration,  no  Uriah  Heep 
enters  into  his  composition,  or  if  any  exists  the 
quantity  is  specified  as  a  trace. 

He  always  fished  the  same  swim.  Everj'  morning 
he  religiously  plumbed  the  depth.  There  was  the 
stump  of  an  old  willow  at  one  side  of  the  hole  on 
which  I  had  marked  various  hieroglyphics  which 
gave  the  depth  to  a  nicety  I  initiated  him  into 
the  mysteries  of  this,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to 
formulate  a  sort  of  Rosetta  stone  on  the  back  of  an 
old  envelope  with  the  stump  of  a  pencil  for  his 
information  and  guidance  ;  but  he  would  have  none 
of  it,  and  stuck  to  the  plummet.  In  went  the 
ground-bait,  another  lump  on  the  lowest  shot,  and 
out  went  the  lingering  eternity  of  a  rod.  Eighteen 
feet  it  was.  I  paced  it  carefully  once  when  lying 
idle  for  a  moment  on  the  bank — No,  Mr.  Editor, 
you  may  put  down  that  grey  goose'*'  quill  again  ;  I 
am  not  going  to  say  anything  "  Be  Light  v.  Heavy 
Rods." 

Then  the  trouble  began.  Hour  after  hour  he 
would  sit  on  the  bank,  baiting  and  catching  little 
ones  as  fast  almost  as  he  could  bait.  Perhaps  it 
was  as  well  this  operation  took  some  time.  The  fine 
being  fixed  and  extending  only  about  half-way 
do%ra  the  rod,  when  held  upright,  necessitated  the 
removal  of  a  yard  or  two  of  the  butt  every  time. 
Domine  !  how  that  man  stuck  to  it.    So  did  the 
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flies  to  his  face,  like  plums  in  a  pudding.;  Hour 
after  hour,  broken  only  by  intervals  for  refresh- 
ments and  renewing  the  live  bait,  which  were  plenti- 
ful, every  twenty  minutes  or  so  on  his  jack  rod. 
That  rod's  morals  were  not  above  reproach  ;  the 
middle  joint  was  lacking  in  stabihty,  not  to  say 
weak,  and  as  he  always  essayed  a  long  cast  in 
Thames  style,  with  huge  float  and  pilot,  the  coils 
would  catch  in  the  grass  four  times  out  of  five,  and 
back  would  come  the  float  entwining  the  line 
lovingly  about  him,  a  triangle  or  two  generally 
coming  to  an  anchor  between  his  shoulders  or  in  the 
seat  of  his  small-clothes,  requiring  the  assistance  of 
aiother  party  to  free  him.  I  have  helped  him  once 
o-  twice,  when  the  use  of  a  penknife  became  impera- 
tive. Nothing  daunted  him.  He  took  every  facer 
like  the  good  fellow  he  really  was.  As  I  sit  at  this 
moment  before  a  fire  composed  of  coal  from  New- 
castle and  coke  from  the  local  gas-works,  with  the 
thermometer,  roughly  guessing,  about  137 "03  (don't 
omit  the  repeater,  Mr.  Printer,  please)  below  zero, 
thoughts  of  Uriah  bring  beads  of  moisture  to  my 
noble  and  expansive  brow — I  vouch  for  the  ex- 
pansiveness,  as  I  note  almost  daily  progress  in  its 
laudable  endeavour  to  expand  towards  and  become 
one  with  the  back  of  my  neck.  I  tell  you  that  the 
thoughts  of  him,  as  he  sits  on  the  bank  beneath  the 
August  sun  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  with  a  pocket- 
handkerchief  spread  on  his  head  beneath  his  cap, 
wori^ng  away  for  dear  hfe  at  the  butt  of  that 
rod,  bring  moisture  to  a  brow  that  has  grilled,  or 
been  grilled,  on  the  flaming  plains  of  far-off  Hind. 

After  these  few  introductory  remarks,  may  I  be 
permitted  to  bring  one  of  the  numerous  "  inven- 
tions '.'  (!)  of  a  too  fertile  brain  before  a  long-suffering 
public.  It  may  be  as  old  as  the  hills — mine  gene- 
rally are,  but  I  certainly  have  neither  seen  nor 
heard  of  it.-  After  an  exhaustive  trial  in  camera 
on  a  pike  rod — not  being  the  proud  possessor  of  a 
"  pole " — and  a  2f  in.  reel  of  the  natural  order 
Nottingham,  I  find  it  certainly  works  well,  and  see 
no  reason  for  its  doing  otherwise  in  actual  practice. 
Here  it  is  :— 

The  rod  must  be  armed  with  rings  in  the  usual 
fashion.  Take  a  piece  of  Une  twice  the  length  of 
rod,  and  thread  it  through  the  rings  ;  then  pass  the 
end  protruding  from  the  lowest  ring  twice  round 
the  reel — that  will  leave  one  entire  turn  on  the 
barrel — and  unite  the  ends  by  any  knot  you  choose, 
leaving  the  line  fairly  taut  but  not  dragging  on 
the  point  of  rod.  The  knot  will  be  on  the  free  part 
of  loop — I  mean  the  portion  that  does  not  run 
through  the  rings.  Previous  to  knotting  pass  the 
upper  end  of  Une  through  a  minute  hole  in  a  slice 
from  a  small  phial  cork,  just  large  enough  not  to 
pass  through  the  top  ring.  To  the  knot,  which 
should  be  large  enough  to  prevent  it  passing 
through  hole  in  cork,  attach  your  fishing  hne  proper 
of  the  required  length — and  there  you  are,  fitted 
with  an  up-haul  and  down-haul.  A  few  turns  of 
the  reel  in  the  required  direction  will  accomplish 
either  ;  or,  easier  still,  take  hold  of  this  gear  as  high 
as  you  can  conveniently  reach,  or  the  lowest  ring 
will  permit,  and  simply  pull  towards  you.  If  a  reel 
is  not  used,  a  large  ring  whipped  to  butt  low  down 
where  the  winch  fittings  are  usually  placed  will  do 
almost  as  well.  Of  course  this  running  gear  will 
naturally  be  enclosed  in  the  grasp  when  casting  or 
striking  a  fish.    There  you  are  ! 

I  am  liberal  with  my  ideas  about  roach  fishing  for 
the  reason  that  I  know  nothing  much  about  this 
branch  of  the  craft.  It  possesses  no  particular 
fascination  for  me.  When  I  require  small  fish  for 
bait  I  enlist  the  services  of  one  of  the  numerous 
younger  members  of  the  X.  S.  R.  family.  My  eldest 
boy,  nineteen  years  old,  stood  it  fairly  well,  but  it 
told  on  him  in  the  long  run,  and  he  is  now  soldier- 
ing for  his  country  in  a  distant  tropic  clime. 
Nos.  2  and  3  were  not  such  lasters,  and  are  recruiting 
their  enervated  frames  in  the  giddy  metropohs. 
No.  4,  aged  seven,  is  very  promising.  He  shapes 
well,  and  should  be  a  stayer.  I  have  cast  my  eye 
also  with  approval  on  No.  5.  And  No.  6,  under 
three,  will  in  all  probabiUty  see  me  out,  and  "  wrap 
me  up  in  my  tarpaulin  jacket about  the  time  I 
bring  his  prematurely  bleached  head  to  the  home 
for  decayed  dogs.  X.  S.  R. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fisliing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian  "  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  L»R.4.9a 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  Hj  0{  Outcliffb,  FiR,0,Si 

{Continued  from  page  336.) 
CHAPTER  Y  i—continuedi 
When  you  approach  a  part  of  the  stream  you  are 
going  to  try,  cast  your  eye  well  over  it  first  (having 
taken  care  to  be  in  a  position  where  you  cannot 
possibly  be  seen) ;  and  supposing  it  to  be  a  rapid 
part,  intersected  by  rocks  and  large  stones,  so  as 
to  be  cut  up,  as  it  were,  into  numerous  Uttle  eddies, 
select  the  spot  which  you  can  fish  without  disturb- 
ing the  other  parts,  and  try  that  first;  Now,  this 
spot  may,  perhaps,  be  so  small  as  a  square  foot,  or 
less,  but  if  it  be  a  feeding  spot,  never  mind  its  size  ; 
if  the  water  is  deep  enough  to  cover  the  trout  and 
sufficiently  attractive  ±o  him  for  feeding,  he  will 
be  there.  Suppose  it  is  just  below  a  stone,  with 
a  Uttle  water  gushing  down  on  the  side  towards 
you,  and  a  Uttle  quiet  spot  the  other  side  to  that 
on  which  you  are  standing,  your  cast  must  be  as 
nearly  up-stream  as  possible — it  will  be  probably 
a  little  obUque  ;  throw  boldly,  so  that  your  end 
fly  pitches  close  to  the  stone — say,  touches  it — then 
your  bob  fly  will  di'op  in,  and  by  that  time  the 
current  will  begin  to  wash  on  the  collar  and  carry 
it  down  ;  now,  there  is  just  a  nicety  of  judgment 
required  to  measure  the  time  you  must  allow 
the  end  fly  to  remain  in  the  quiet  water  on  the 
side  of  the  rapid  ;  if  you  pull  on  the  line  by  moving 
the  rod  too  quickly,  the  fish  will  dash  at  the  fly, 
but  probably  miss  it,  for  as  soon  as  you  pull  the 
whole  collar  is  in  the  rapid  current,  and  moves 
so  rapidly  that  the  trout  cannot  catch  it,  as  he 
and  the  fly  are  not  moving  in  the  same  direction. 
The  trout  dashes  directly  at  the  fly  in  a  straight 
Une,  but  the  fly  sweeps  round  and  the  trout  is 
left  behind,  and  before  he  recovers  himself  the 
fly  is  washed  out  of  his  view  down  the  stream ; 
but,  if  you  leave  it  too  long  in  the  still  water,  the 
trout  will  not  take  your  fly  for  anything  Uving  or 
eatable,  and  wiU  be  scared  away.  A  Uttle  practice 
will  decide  the  point  for  you,  and  generally,  as 
soon  as  you  have  seen  the  fly  clearly,  you  may 
raise  your  rod,  so  as  to  keep  the  bob  fly  on  the 
surface,  and  this  will  be  sufficient,  for  speedily  the 
current  will  wash  the  collar  towards  you,  and,  of 
course,  to  keep  the  Une  "  taut ''  and  the  bob  fly  on 
the  surface  you  must  move  your  hand  and  rod. 
If  the  spot  you  are  going  to  fish  is  itself  rapid 
water,  allow  for  a  moment  after  pitching  the  fly  to 
be  washed  by  the  current ;  it  will  be  carried  under 
water  a  Uttle,  and  if  a  fish  takes  it,  you  will  see  him 
turn  ;  you  must  not  expect  to  see  your  trout  rise  ; 
you  must  keep  your  eyes  open  and  watch  for  his 
turn  in  the  water,  and  immediately  strike.  From 
your  fishing  up-stream,  your  fly  will  most  often  be 
a  Uttle  under  water,  and  there  the  fish  takes  it ;  he 
may  try  to  take  it  as  soon  as  it  drops  on  the  water, 
and  in  that  case  would  rise,  but  you  must  be  very 
quick  with  your  eyes,  and  watch  for  the  turning  of 
the  trout.  If  the  first  cast  does  not  succeed,  try 
the  same  spot  again,  but  remember  that  the  first 
cast  is  the  important  one,  and  if  it  be  properly 
made  you  will  take  a  fish,  if  there  be  one  there  to  be 
taken  ;  but  try  again  more  carefully,  for,  perhaps, 
there  was  some  fault  in  the  manner  of  your  first 
attempt,  and  you  will  be  surprised  often  to  dis- 
cover how  Uttle  a  deviation  from  the  right  manner 
will  make  all  the  difference  between  success  and 
disappointment.  You  cannot  be  too  attentive  to 
your  casting  or  thromng  the  fly  in  the  exact  spot, 
for  you  should  depend  on  your  casting  for  sport. 
Many  fish  you  will  pick  up  in  swimming  your  flies 
and  working  your  bob  fly,  but  these  must  be 
considered  casual  ones,  and  the  casting  the  part 
essentially  to  be  relied  on.  You  must  learn  to 
pick  every  fish  out  of  his  particular  hole,  and  not 
trust  generally  to  any  fish  the  flies  may  be  washed 
over,  and  so  I  advise  you  to  try  first  the  spot  you 
could  best  fish  with  least  disturbance  to  other 
spots,  and  that  completed,  try  another,  and 
another,  till  all  be  thoroughly  tried,  and  do  not 
despise  a  little  spot  because  it  looks  meagre  or 
hardly  grand  enough  to  hold  anything  but  a  very 
small  one.    You  will  often  find  good  large  trout 

♦  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Jrlapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
,  l%ixe,  LondoQ.    Price,  3s.  6d.,  post  free. 


lying  out  in  very  shallow  and  insignificant-looking 
places ;  on  the  other  hand,  you  will  sometimes 
be  disappointed  to  find  only  a  Uttle  one  in  a  place 
where  a  large  one  should  have  been  ;  in  this  case 
probably  the  fault  is  yours  ;  you  have  not  fished 
it  sufficiently  well  to  attract  a  large  one,  and  he 
has  aUowed  some  Uttle  imp  to  dart  in  and  take 
what  he  was  too  wide  awake  to  be  gulled  by.  It 
is  impossible  to  describe  the  variety  of  places  you 
must  fish,  but  generally  whenever  a  stone  in  the 
water  is  large  enough  to  interfere  with  the  direc- 
tion of  the  current,  look  out — throw  so  that  your 
fly  pitches  close  to  the  stone,  at  the  very  head  of 
the  turn.  If  it  falls  only  in  the  middle,  or  at  the 
end  of  the  Uttle  eddy,  you  cannot  expect  success 
— you  do  not  deserve  it.  In  getting  at  these 
several  Uttle  holes  and  currents,  do  not  be  afraid 
of  your  knees  ;  keep  down  close  to  the  mother 
earth  ;  go  on  your  knees  or  crawl  on  your  stomach  ; 
remember  the  trout  is  there,  and  you  can  catch 
him  if  you  work  properly,  and  do  not  frighten 
him  away.  I  must  again  impress  the  necessity 
of  self-concealment ;  without  it  your  best  efforts 
will  assuredly  be  unavaiUng :  and  in  throwing 
with  precision,  I  have  found  in  my  experience  that 
a  Uttle  splash  in  rapid  water  matters  not  at  all. 
I  advise  a  beginner,  however,  to  learn  to  throw 
as  lightly  as  possible,  for  in  quiet  water,  un- 
doubtedly, you  might  as  well  throw  your  hat  in 
as  your  fly  with  a  splash.  Light  pitching  has 
nothing  objectionable,  under  any  circumstances, 
but  heavy  pitching  is  only  excusable  under  cir- 
cumstances the  beginner  will  not  comprehend  very 
readily.  As  a  general  rule,  you  will  catch  your 
trout  by  the  sides  of  rapids  rather  than  in  them  ; 
so  again  I  repeat  the  necessity  of  attending  to 
the  casting  and  pitching  of  the  fly.  The  end  or 
stretcher  fly  should  be  regarded  as  the  depending 
one — the  one  you  rely  upon  to  exhibit  your  skill. 
The  bob  is  a  useful  appendage  to  take  stragglers, 
and  work  in  just  now  and  then  when  your 
stretcher  cannot  well  be  made  to  go.  I  use,  gene- 
rally, a  red  or  brown  for  stretcher — the  former 
made  with  peacock  body  ribbed  with  gold  twist, 
and  a  dark  blood-red  hackle,  black  towards  the 
head  and  tips,  and  the  latter  made  with  hare's 
flax,  ribbed  with  twist  and  a  dark-red  or  very 
rusty-red  hackle.  I  Uke  something  very  gaudy  as 
a  stretcher  for  up-stream  fishing,  and  that  is  why 
I  put  on  the  twist.  At  one  time  I  used  to  put  on 
a  piece  of  gold  or  silver  twist,  making  a  large 
staring  shining  tail  of  the  metal  to  the  fly,  and 
foimd  it  answer  very  well ;  the  additional  trouble 
in  making  the  fly  was  the  only  objection  I  had  to 
it,  and  its  superior  attractive  powers  I  found  an 
advantage,  and  I  was  convinced  thereby  in 
the  way  I  fish — I  kill  the  trout  somewhat  as  a 
troller  does  with  a  kill  devil,  by  arousing  his 
greediness,  attracting  him  to  make  a  run  at  the 
quick-moving  deception,  and  giving  him  no  time 
to  discover  his  rrustake  till  he  has  the  hook  in  his 
mouth.  The  bob  I  generally  make  a  quieter  fly 
— this  fly  has  to  depend  more  on  deception  than 
attraction — his  work  more  nearly  approaches  the 
duty  of  the  fly  on  the  quiet  and  large  stream, 
namely,  so  to  resemble  a  living  insect  as  to  deceive 
the  trout  into  the  belief  that  he  is  one,  for  the 
reason  that  his  workis  quieter,  and  he  is  kept  floating 
on  the  top  of  the  water,  and  often  is  used  even  on 
small  brooks,  just  as  a  bob  fly  is  used  on  a  large 
stream,  to  go  into  little  places  under  banks  and 
under  bushes  where  the  stretcher  cannot  be 
worked  as  he  should  be  worked  to  do  his  duty. 
Each  fly,  then,  has  a  separate  office  to  perform — 
the  stretcher  to  be  cast  almost  into  the  mouth  of 
the  trout  and  tease  him  out,  by  attracting  him  to 
his  impudence  ;  the  bob  to  act  the  more  deceptive 
and  quieter  part ;  so  I  make  the  latter  like  one  cf 
the  many  flies  every  fisherman  has  plenty  of,  a- 
blue  dun,  a  hare's  flax,  cow-dung,  any  indeed 
which  happen  to  be  about  the  water  at  the  time. 
We  have  noticed  that  fishermen  write  a  great  deal  . 
about  imitating  the  natural  fly  ;  if  they  think  that  | 
imitating  the  natural  insect  alone  or  principally  is 
to  be  relied  on  for  sport  in  rapid  streams,  I  can  only 
say  a  considerable  experience  is  not  in  support 
of  such  an  idea  ;  and  as  to  the  stretcher  fly,  why  . 
mine  is  generally  wholly  unUke  anything  of  insect 
Ufe  I  have  ever  seen  on  the  wing.  Certainly,  the 
nearest  approach  would  be  a  large  humble-bee  . 
with  a  smart  miUtary  jacket ;  and,  moreover,  the  % 
way  in  which  he  conducts  liimself  in  the  water  is  ? 
very  different  to  anything  I  have  seen  of  insect  \ 
life,  I 
[To  he  continued.)  I 
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FEESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev,  Gregoby  0,  Bateman,  A,K,G, 

(Continued  from  page  337.) 
CHAPTER  YIIL— continued.: 

The  Common  Sun-fish  {Eupomotis  gibossm)  (Fig. 
117)  belongs  to  the  same  family  {CentrarcMdm)  as 
the  fresh-water  Basses,  and  is  a  very  beautiful, 
though  common  (in  America)  little  fish.  It  is  also 
knowii  as  "  Pumpkin-seed "  and  "  Sunny."-  It 
should  not  of  course  be  confused  with  its  huge 
namesake  of  the  salt-water. 

The  Sun-fish  is  very  suitable  for  the  aquarium 
because  of  its  dociUty  and  great  beauty.  The  illus- 
tration gives  a  good  idea  of  both  the  shape  and  the 
markings  of  this  interesting  fish.  Tlie  late  Mr. 
Frank  Buckland  described  it  as  of  most  lovely 
colours — green,  brown,  and  pale  blue.  It  can  be 
easily  distinguished  from  other  American  Sun-fishes 
by  the  bright  scarlet  spot  or  blotch  on  the  gill- 
covers. 

It  is  extremely  hardy  while  in  captivity,  if  kept 
out  of  the  reach  of  frost,  which  proves  fatal  to  it. 


species,  belongs.  All  the  members  of  this  genus 
possess  eight  barbels. 

The  Cat-fish  {A.  nehulosus)  is  known  locally  as 
the  "  Bull-head  ''  and  the  "  Homed  Pont.".    It  is  a 


Fig.  117.    The  Common  Sun-fish  (Eupomotis  gibossus 
{From  a  photograph  by  the  Author.} 


Its  food  should  consist  chiefly  of  small  worms.  It 
may  be  bought  generally  for  about  9d. 

The  Common  Sun-fish  will  breed  in  this  country 
in  ponds,  provided  that  they  are  deep  enough  to 
allow  it  to  get  well  out  of  the  reach  of  frost. 

The  Cat-fish  [Amiurus  nehulosus)  (Fig.  118)  is  a 
member  of  the  Siluridce,  a  large  family  of  fresh- 
water fishes  which  includes  the  "  Wels  '•'  (Silurus 
glanis),  the  largest  fresh- water  fish  of  Europe,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Sturgeon. 

The  chief  characteristic  of  the  Siluroid  fishes  is 


Fig.  118.    Cat-fish  (Amiurus  nebulosus)i 
(fj-iOT  a  i>hotograph  J>y  the  Author  ) 

that  the  "  skin  is  either  naked  or  armoured  with 
bony  scutes,  but  scales  are  not  developed." 

The  family  of  the  Siluridce  (which  numbers  about 
120  genera,  natives  of  both  the  Old  and  the  New 
World)  has  been  divided  by  Dr.  Giinther  into  eight 
sub-families,  and  of  these  the  Proteropodes  is  that  to 
which  the  genus  Amiurus,  containing  some  twenty 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fiahing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill. 


Fig.  119.    The  Bowlin  (Amia  calva). 

iFro.n  a  phUogruph  hy  the  Author.) 

very  hardy  little  fish,  and  hves  well  in  an  aquarium. 
It  is  of  a  sluggish  and  retiring  nature,  hiding  itself 
during  the  daytime  and  becoming  Uvely  towards 
night. 

This  Cat-fish  grows  usually  to  a  length  of  about 
lOin.    Wlien  fishing  in  North  America,  I  found  that 
this  was  the  easiest  of  all  fish  to  catch.    It  gives 
fair    sport,    and  is   considered  by 

  many  to  be  very  good  eating. 

This  Cat-fish  has  a  dorsal  fin,  which 
is  short  and  placed  a  little  behind  the 
pectoral  fins  ;  an  adipose  fin  ;  small 
ventral  fins  situated  near  the  middle 
of  the  body ;  a  large  and  rounded 
'  anal  fin,  shorter  than  the  tail,  which 
is  only  very  shghtly  concave.  The 
colour  and  skin  of  the  fish  are  hke 
those  of  the  Eel. 

A.  nehulosus  would  do  very  well  in 
the  ponds  of  this  country,  and  would 
also  provide  good  sport  for  children 
and  others,  and  supply  wholesome 
food. 

In  captivity  it  may  be  fed  on 
worms,  and  it  can  be  bought  for 
about  Is.  3d.,  or  £5  a  hundred. 
The  Bowfin  {Amia  calva)  (Fig.  119) 
is  a  member  of  an  order  [Ganoidei)  of  fishes  which 
is  gradually  becoming  extinct,  and  is  indeed  the 
only  living  representative  of  the  sub-order 
{Amioidei).  The  Amia  calva  is  also  known  as 
the  "  Mud-fish,"  the  "  Dog-fish,':  and  the  "  Marsh- 
fish. 

It  is  exceedingly  tenacious  of  life,  and  is  able  to 
exist  for  more  than  an  hour  out  of  water.  It  fre- 
quently, especially  when  living  in  foul  water,  comes 
to  the  surface  to  breathe,  occasionally  making  as  it 
does  so  a  bell-hke  sound.  The  Bowfin  is  a  native 
of  the  fresh  waters  of  the  United  States, 
and  has  lately  been  imported  into  this 
country  in  considerable  numbers.  It  breeds 
during  the  month  of  May,  and  deposits  its 
numerous  small  eggs  among  the  water-plants, 
to  which  they  adhere.  The  eggs  and  the 
young  fry  are  guarded  by  the  male  fish.  The 
Amia  calva  feeds  upon  crustaceans,  aquatic 
insects,  frogs  and  other  batrachians,  as  well 
as  small  fish.  Owing  to  its  great  hking  for 
the  last-named  it  has  been  placed  among  the 
"  fresh-water  sharks."  Fig.  119  gives  a  good 
idea  of  -  the  general  appearance  of  this  fish, 
whose  body  is  long  and  compressed  behind. 
Its  head  is  broad  and  its  snout  short.  Its 
cycloid  scales  are  rather  large  and  covered 
with  a  thick  mucus.  The  animal's  colour  is 
a  dark  green,  generally  marked  as  in  the 
illustration.  It  possesses  a  very  long  dorsal 
and  a  rounded  caudal  fin.  While  in  captivity 
the  Bowfin  may  be  fed  upon  large  garden- 
worms,  and  small  frogs  and  fish.  It  can 
occasionally  be  bought  in  London  at  prices 
ranging  from  7s.  6d.  to  12s.  6d.  It  is  an 
interesting  fish  to  possess. 

I  must  confess  that  I  know  very  httle 
about  this  beautiful  httle  fish  {Heros  facetus) 
(Fig.  120),  having  only  possessed  one  specimen  for 
a  short  time. 

For  some  seven  or  eight  years  it  has  been 
bred  in  warm  water  tanks  in  this  country  and 
on  the  Continent.  It  is  a  native  of  South 
America,  and  by  some  it  is  called  the  Chameleon 
Fish.  It  is  very  hardy  in  water  of  a  tempera- 
ture of  about  75deg.  Fahr.,  and  should  be  fed 
upon  worms. 

This  fish  may  be  kept  in  such  a  vessel  as  that 
recommended  for  the  Paradise  fish  and  others,  and 
it  can  be  bought  in  London  for  from  53.  to  7s.  6d. 


It  will  breed  in  a  large  tank  containing  water  of 
about  80deg.  Fahr. 

A  coirespondent,  who  is  sujiposed  to  possess  the 
bcHi  collection  of  fresh-water  fishes  in  Europe,  ha:i 
kindly  vvritten  to  me  that  Chameleon 
=^      Fish  "  require  plenty  of  room,  but  are 
j      very  quarrelsome,  and  will  soon  kill 
any    fish    weaker    than  themselves. 
Mine  spawned  in  1897.    They  cleared 
all  the  shingle  away  from  a  corner  of 
the  tank  and  rubbed  the  slate  bottom 
quite  clean,   where    the    spawn  was 
laid  on  June  17,  both  parents  taking 
charge  of  them  at  first,  and  keeping 
them  quite  clean '  and  free  from  dirt 
by  constantly  fanning  them  with  their 
fins.     Tliey  hatched  on  June  22,  when 
would  not  let  the  female  go  near,  and 


the  male 


kept  the  young  ones  by  him  all  day,  and  at  night 


Fig.  120.    The  Chameleon  Fish 
(Herds  facetus). 

{From  a  plwtograph  by  the  Author.) 

put  them  in  a  hole  in  the  shingle,  and  sat  on  top 
of  them  ;  but  I  don't  remember  how  long  he 
continued  to  look  after  them.'^ 

{To  he  continued.) 

THE   TEOUT  AND  TEOUT 

STEEAMS  OF  AUCKLAND, 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

THE  RAINBOW  TROUT  SAID  TO  BE  CROWD- 
ING OUT  THE  BROWN  TROUT. 

The  value  of  this  asset  of  Maoriland  is  one  whicli 
is  yearly  and  rapidly  increasing.  So  long  as  a 
voyage  to  our  distant  islands  was  a  hardship  our 
trout-fishing  was  merely  a  pleasure  and  sport  for 
ourselves,  but  now  we  are  receiving  many  visitors 
to  our  shores,  who  come  for  nothing  else  than  the  en- 
joyment of  a  few  months'  angling.  Those  who  have 
fished  to  any  considerable  extent  in  our  waters 
generally  return,  or  send  along  their  friends.  There 
are  many  keen  fishermen  from  the  Old  Country  who 
return  to  New  Zealand  every  year,  and  this  of  itself 
is  the  best  proof  that  they  are  satisfied.  These 
visitors  point  out  repeatedly  what  a  wonderful 
asset  we  have  in  our  rivers,  where  a  man  of  slender 
means  can  enjoy  trout-fishing  the  hke  of  which 
cannot  be  bought  with  money  in  England  or  Scot- 
land, and  is  equal  to  anything  to  be  found  in  the 
world. 

Trout-fishers  are  always  keen  devotees  of  their 
sport,  and  the  yearly-increasing  number  of  %'isiting 
fishermen  is  not  only  gratifying  to  our  pride  of 
country,  but  is  productive  of  the  introduction  and 
expenditure  of  large  sums  of  money  for  the  benefit 
of  our  railways,  steamers,  hotels,  and  the  coimtiy 
generally.  The  Tourist  Department  is  alive  to  the 
value  of  the  visiting  fishermen,  and  steps  are  now- 
being  taken  to  develop  our  fisheries  and  the  means  of 
transit  and  accommodation  for  the  angler;  Much 
remains  to  be  done,  but,  as  means  permit,  the  stock- 
ing  of  our  rivers,  even  in  outlying  portions  of  the 
country,  is  being  carried  out.  Many  of  our  rivers 
which  are  at  present  inaccessible,  except  to  those 
who  are  prepared  to  camp  out,  will,  in  a  few  j-ears, 
carry  a  large  stock  of  fish,  and  the  natural  preser- 
vation of  distance  and  inaccessibility  will  ensure 
that  anglers  visiting  them  will  be  well  repaid  for 
their  trouble. 
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The  waters  of  Otago,  Canterbury,  and  Wellington 
have  been  well  stocked  with  brown  trout  for  many 
years  past,  but  in  this  province  the  earlj'  efforts  of 
acclimatisation  were  beset  with  so  many  difficulties 
that  the  problem  of  stocking  our  rivers  was  almost 
abandoned, 

Brown  trout  (Salmo  farid)  were  introduced  to 
Auckland  waters  some  eighteen  years  ago  by  the 
Auckland  Acclimatisation  Society,  which  esta- 
blished a  hatchery  in  the  Domain,  where  the  ova 
was  hatched  and  the  young  fish  cared  for  until 
ready  for  turning  into  the  rivers.  With  very  limited 
means  the  society  carried  on  the  work  of  stocking 
the  streams  round  Auckland  and  the  fine  rivers  of 
the  Thames  Valley,  but  the  results  obtained  were 
very  discouraging.  The  fry  turned  into  the  rivers 
grew  rapidly,  but  still  the  rivers  did  not  show  any 
great  quantity  of  fish,  and  it  became  evident  that 
the  fish  were  not  increasing  in  such  numbers  as  to 
give  any  hope  that  the  rivers  would  ever  afford  good 
fishing.  Gradually  it  began  to  be  forced  on  the 
attention  of  pisciculturists  that,  whether  owing  to 
the  swift  and  foodless  nature  of  the  rivers  or  to  the 
fact  that  the  latitude  of  the  province  is  outside  the 
habitat  of  the  brown  trout,  the  establishment  of 
that  fish  was  not  going  to  be  a  success.  Almost  in 
despair,  and  with  many  of  its  supporters  clamouring 
that  no  more  mon6y  should  be  spent  on  the  fish 
experiment,  the  society  turned  to  America,  and 
imported  a  consignment  of  ova  of  the  rainbow  trout 
(Salmo  irideus),  which  was  known  to  flourish  over  a 
wider 'range  of  temperature  than  the  brown  trout. 
The  rainbow  trout  was  known  to  be  a  good  sport 
fish,  and  it  was  hoped  that  it  might  supply  a  good 
substitute  for  the  brown  trout,  for  the  possession  of 
which  we  envied  our  Southern  friends.  Fortu- 
nately, the  new  fish  proved  its  worth,  and  now  no 
fisherman  who  has  killed  rainbows  will  ever  look  on 
them  as  substitutes  for  brown  trout,  for  they  are 
immeasurably  superior  in  every  way  as  a  sport  fish. 

After  a  few  years  it  was  most  gratifying  to  find 
that  the  rainbow  had  come  to  stay  in  our  rivers,  and 
that  any  streams  which  had  a  fair  supply  of  food  and 
good  spawning  beds  would  sustain  and  increase  their 
stock  of  fish. 

The  capacity  of  the  hatchery  on  the  Waimakariri, 
near  Okoroire,  was  largely  increased,  and  in  1893 
there  was  a  good  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  Waihou, 
Orakau,  and  Waimakariri  rivers.  One  great 
trouble  has  been  the  collection  of  ova  from  wild 
fish,  such  ova  being  much  superior  to  that  obtained 
from  fish  kept  in  ponds.  The  rivers  which  were 
stocked  with  fish  were  so  rapid  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  great  difficulty,  almost  of  impossibiUty,  to  collect 
any  quantity  of  ova.  Weirs  were  built,  and  various 
fish  traps  were  devised,  but  without  success,  and  the 
society  had  to  fall  back  on  the  troublesome  and 
costly  method  of  keeping  a  stock  of  brood  fish  in 
races  and  ponds,  and  obtaining  ova  from  them. 
Last  year  the  society  obtained  a  quantity  of  fine  ova 
from  the  Rotorua  Lake  fish,  and  it  will  probably 
in  the  future  draw  largely  on  the  resources  of  the 
lake  for  its  supply,  and  will  be  able  to  turn  out  a 
very  much  larger  number  of  fry. 

Curiously  enough,  there  were  two  notable  excep- 
tions to  the  failure  of  the  brown  trout  in  this  pro- 
vince. In  the  Rangitaiki  River  and  in  Lake 
Rotorua  there  are  exceptional  food  supplies 
and  wonderful  natural  advantages,  and  these 
waters  soon  swarmed  with  fish.  So  numerous  did 
fish  become  in  the  lake  that  netting  licences  were 
issued,  and  no  less  than  eight  tons  of  fish  were 
exported  from  Rotorua  last  year. 

The  rainbow  is  a  fiercer  and  more  active  fish  than 
the  brown  trout,  and  has  in  a  few  years  driven  out 
his  weaker  brother.  A  brown  trout  is  now  almost 
a  rarity  in  Rotorua  Lake,  or  in  the  Lower  Rangi- 
taiki, and  his  disappearance  has  been  most  rapid, 
and  has  unquestionably  been  caused  by  the  rain- 
bows. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  no  good  fishing  streams 
near  Auckland,  though  there  are  several  which  carry 
fish,  but  the  angler  must  be  prepared  for  a  few  days' 
holiday  up  country  if  he  wishes  to  enjoy  good  sport. 

Okoroire  is  the  most  accessible  fishing  centre,  and 
the  angler  can  live  most  comfortably  at  the  hotel, 
and  find  eight  or  nine  days'  fishing  over  different 
water  each  day  within  easy  reach  of  the  hotel.  The 
Waihou  River,  which  flows  past  the  hotel  doors,  will 
furnish  at  least  three  beats,  and  its  tributary,  the 
Waimakariri,  on  which  is  situated  the  hatchery,  and 
which  is  open  for  fly-fishing  only,  furnishes  two 
whole  days'  fishing,  while  good  fishing  is  to  be  had 
in  the  Waiomio  and  Raparapa  Rivers.- 

The  Orakau  gives  many  miles  of  good  water,  but 


is  better  fished  from  Tairau,  where  there  is  good 
accommodation  to  be  had.  At  Putararu  good 
accommodation  is  to  be  had,  and  there  is  some 
grand  water  on  the  Pokaiwhenua  River.  The 
Waikato  River  is  within  a  few  miles  of  Putararu, 
and  should  soon  be  well  worth  fishing,  as  its  stock  of 
fish  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  is  of  exceptionally 
fine  quality  from  a  culinary  as  well  as  from  a 
sporting  point  of  view. 

Many  anglers  now  make  Rotorua  their  head- 
quarters, for  though  there  is  no  really  good  fishing 
river  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  yet  the  angler  can 
get  splendid  fishing  by  driving  out  to  various  rivers, 
and  it  can  be  made  a  base  for  fishing  trips  to  the 
Rangitaiki  and  Waikato  Rivers,  which  are  among 
the  finest  fishing  waters  in  Maoriland. 

At  a  sacrifice  of  revenue  it  was  decided  this  year 
to  issue  no  netting  licences  for  Lake  Rotorua,  and 
already  the  wisdom  of  this  course  of  action  has  been 
proved.  So  long  as  the  lake  was  stocked  with  brown 
trout  only  no  object  was  gained  by  refusing  to 
permit  netting,  for  almost  without  exception 
throughout  this  colony  brown  trout  will  not  rise  to 
any  lure  presented  to  them  when  in  lakes  or  sluggish 
water.  The  rainbow,  however,  is  different,  and 
owing  to  the  closing  of  the  netting  splendid  fishing 
is  now  being  obtained  in  Rotorua  Lake  by  trolUng 
from  a  boat,  and  also  by  fly-fishing.  The  lake 
teems  with  rainbows  from  41b.  to  201b.  in  weight, 
and  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
fishing  grounds  in  the  country.  Tasmania  is 
famous  forjts  lake  fishing,  and  a  rival  to  it  is  now 
growing  up  at  Rotorua;  On  a  calm  evening  fish  are 
seen  rising  and  leaping  all  over  the  lake,  and  at  the 
bar  outside  the  Ohau  Channel,  which  connects  Lake 
Rotorua  and  Rotoiti,  hundreds  of  fish  may  be  seen. 
The  discovery  that  the  rainbows  in  the  lake  take  a 
fly  readily  is  a  most  valuable  one.-  The  Ohau 
Channel,  which  is  practically  a  river  coimecting  the 
two  lakes,  contains  a  wonderful  sup-ply  of  fish,  and 
is  good  fishing.  Anglers  can  stay  at  Worthington's 
cottage  on  the  Ohau,  and  from  there  can  fish  that 
river  and  the  two  lakes  (boat  supplied),  and  the 
upper  part  of  the  Kaituna  River.  The  beautiful 
arm  of  Lake  Rotoiti  at  the  Okere  Falls  is  aUve  with 
great  trout,  few  of  which  are  under  5lb.  in  weight. 
The  fish  are  short  and  deep,  and  one  we  saw  cap- 
tured this  season  weighed  91b.,  though  only  18in.  in 
length,  while  another  very  fine  fish  of  151b.  was 
captured  on  the  fly.  The  Kaituna  River  on  leaving 
Lake  Rotoiti  is  very  turbulent  and  strong,  and  so 
are  its  fish.  At  the  falls  is  the  station  which  suppUes 
Rotorua  with  electric  light.  The  river  here  goes  for 
a  while  through  a  beautiful,  but  entirely  unfishable, 
gorge,  and  opens  out  into  a  pool  of  some  acres  in 
extent,  whence  a  lucky  fisherman  took  441b.  weight 
of  trout  in  a  few  hours.  The  river  from  this  spot  to 
the  sea,  about  twenty-five  miles,  has  not  been  fished, 
but  is  fully  stocked.  It  should  afford  wonderful 
sport,  and  will  well  reward  any  anghng  exploring 
party. 

Trout-fishing  is  but  in  its  infancy  in  this  province, 
and  the  outlook,  so  far  as  some  of  the  great  rivers  of 
the  back  country  are  concerned,  is  most  hopeful. 

At  Waiotapu  there  is  a  good  hotel  and  good 
fishing,  both  in  the  small  lake  and  on  the  Waikato 
River,  some  eleven  miles  away.  Twenty-two  miles 
east  across  the  Kaingaroa  Plains  Hes  Galatea,  on  the 
Rangitaiki  River,  which  already  has  a  famous  name 
for  its  fishing,  and  well  repays  a  visit.  Good  accom- 
modation can  be  had  at  Bird's,  at  Galatea,  and  at 
Wylie's,  some  miles  lower  down.  At  and  below 
Galatea  the  rainbow  has  totally  supplanted  the 
brown  trout,  but  in  the  upper  reaches,  towards 
Lake  Taupo  and  the  Napier  Road,  the  brown  trout 
affords  splendid  sport.  The  rainbows  are  now 
making  their  appearance  in  the  upper  waters,  and 
in  a  few  years  there  will  be  few  broAvn  trout  if  the 
experience  of  other  locaUties  is  any  guide.  There  is 
almost  a  hundred  miles  of  fishing  on  this  splendid 
river,  and  some  of  its  tributaries,  notably  the 
Whirinaki,  are  ideal  trout  streams  and  spawning 
beds; 

From  Rotorua  one  may  go  to  Atiamuri,^a  most 
picturesque  spot  on  the  Waikato,  where  the  old 
coach  road  from  Rotorua  to  Taupo  crosses  the  great 
river.  Halfway  one  crosses  the  Tarana-a-tara,  a 
very  beautiful  stream,  full  of  moderate-sized  fish. 
At  Atiamuri  the  fisherman  will  find  fishing  opposite 
the  hotel  door; 

The  Waikato  is,  we  beUeve,  in  a  few  years  going  to 
carry  a  stock  of  rainbow  trout  which  will  astonish 
the  most  sanguine;  Undoubtedly  it  is  now  stocked 
for  some  fifty  miles  with  fish  of  the  finest  quaUty, 
and  it  will  not  be  very  long  before  it  will  furnish 


great  sport  from  Lake  Taupo  to  the  Waikato  Heads, 
a  distance  of  over  200  miles,  and  such  of  its  tribu- 
taries as  are  not  already  stocked  will  be  populated 
from  the  river  itself;  The  fish  arc  of  the  finest 
quality,  and  are  being  caught  in  quantity  up  to 
121b.  in  weight  at  Atiamuri,  Oraikei  Korako,  and 
elsewhere.  The  river  may  be  fished  from  a  boat  or 
from  the  banks,  and  the  fish  take  the  fly  and  minnow 
readily,  and  fight  like  salmon;  Indeed,  the  rainbow 
is  more  like  a  salmon  than  a  trout,  for  he  can  be 
captured  on  a  large,  gaudy  salmon  fly,  and  his 
rushes  and  leaps  when  hooked  are  very  similar  to 
those  of  the  salmon; 

Lake  Taupo  and  its  tributary  streams  are  full  of 
fish  of  great  size,  and  so  is  our  great  scenic  lake, 
Waikaremoana,  in  the  Urewera  country. 

To  the  west  the  AccHmatisation  Society  is  doing 
good  work  by  stocking  the  rivers  along  the  Main 
Trunk  Une  to  WelUngton,  and  by  the  time  the  line  is 
completed  some  seventy  miles  of  fishing  of  the  finest 
quality  will  be  available  in  the  Ongarue  and  its 
tributaries,  and  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Wanganui. — Auckland  Weekly  Neu's. 

[If  the  statements  made  in  this  account  of  the 
rainbow  in  New  Zealand  are  correct,  and  I  see  no 
reason  to  doubt  it,  it  certainly  looks  as  if  the  rainbow 
would  exterminate  the  brown  trout,  and,  in  fact, 
has  already  done  so  in  some  New  Zealand  lakes  and 
rivers;  The  great  size  attained  by  the  rainbows  (up 
to  201b. )  is  only  what  one  would  expect,  seeing  that 
the  brown  trout  (Salmo  jario)  goes  up  to  near 
301b.  in  some  of  the  New  Zealand  waters.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  watch  the  future  history  of  the  rain- 
bow in  New  Zealand.  Curiously  enough  similar 
results  are  reported  from  certain  American  rivers — 
namely,  that  the  rainbows  crowded  out  the  native 
fish,  did  splendidly  for  a  time,  and  then  departed, 
perhaps  for  the  Red  Indian's  happy  fishing  gounds. 
—Ed.  F.G.'\ 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  te, 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Geneeal  Remarks. — The  river  ie  at 
last  in  good  order  for  trout  fishing,  and  as  the 
weather  has  turned  warmer  and  the  temperature 
more  steady,  there  is  a  probability  that  the  capture 
of  several  trout  will  soon  be  notified.  Much  of  the 
river  has  not  yet  been  fished  at  all,  owing  to  the 
heavy  stream,  so  that  there  is  a  very  favourable 
chance  now  for  even  the  tyro  to  get  a  fish.  Whereas 
later  on,  when  the  best  stretches  have  yielded  fish, 
or  tlie  weirs  have  been  fished  all  day,  these  chances 
get  very  remote. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire). — Several  rods 
have  been  out  during  the  week,  but  I  cannot  hear 
of  anyone  taking  the  limit,  namely,  three- and- a 
half  brace,  weight  fib.,  or  llin.  in  length.  Dr. 
Powell  and  Mr.  Brown  had  two  brax;e  each,  all  over 
lib. ;  other  baskets  have  been  taken  of  one  and  one- 
and-a-half  brace.  There  is  every  prospect  of  a  good 
May  Fly  season.  The  Swan  water  at  Bibury  is 
showing  some  very  good  sport.  In  the  Windrush, 
at  Burford,  trout  up  to  41b.  are  being  taken.  The 
Leach  is  all  in  private  hands,  but  little  is  done 
on  this  stream  until  the  May  Fly  is  up. — Chas. 
Powell. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers  have  fined  down 
very  considerably,  but  still  there  is  no  scarcity  of 
water.  The  Hawthorn  Fly  is  well  in  evidence,  and 
with  it  there  has  been  very  fair  sport  in  the 
Launceston  District.  A  salmon  of  101b.  was  taken 
in  the  Camel  by  Mr.  Long,  and  some  very  good 
trout,  one  weighing  lib.  lOoz.,  by  Mr.  Oliver,  Peal 
are  not  running  yet,  but  with  the  warmer  weather 
a  good  number  is  expected.  The  Inney  is  in  capital 
condition,  and  good  baskets  of  trout  are  made 
the  re. — B  odmin. 

Bart  (Totnes  and  District). — Since  my  last 
report  we  have  enjoyed  a  spell  of  real  summer 
weather.  On  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday 
(May  18,  19,  and  20)  the  atmosphere  was  all  that 
could  be  desired.  The  latter  part  of  last  week, 
however,  was  not  very  favourable.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin 
creeled  half  a  dozen  trout  on  Thursday,  May  14,  and 
Messrs.  Thomas,  Revell,  and  W.  Tucker  have  been 
out,  and  secured  small  baskets.  A  large  number  of 
salmon  fry  have  come  down  the  river.  It  was 
reported  to  the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators  that 
four  trout  had  been  found  dead  in  the  river.  The 
question  seemed  to  be  as  to  how  they  were  killed. 
It  is  just  possible  that  they  might  have  been  hooked 
and  thrown  into  the  water  again,  whilst  it  was 
suggested  that  they  were  the  victims  of  herons.  On 
the  other  hand,  however,  they  might  have  died 
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naturally.  Tlie  Conservators  were  unable  to  solve 
tlie  matter. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams'.-The  upper  reaches  of  the 
iJart  have  been  productive  of  good  sport  with 
salmon,  and  three  or  four  have  been  landed  The 
moorland  streams  have  seen  many  anglers  out,  and 
sport  has  been  fair.  Fishing  in  the  Bovey,  Mr  J 
J  atteson  secured  tliirty  nice  fish.  The  unfair  May 
weather  has  been  against  successful  angling  on  the 
Ash  water,  but  several  moderate  "takes"  are  re- 
ported. A  dozen  fish  were  taken  in  the  Carey, 
which  IS  m  fair  condition  after  the  rain,  one  day  in 
the  week. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). -We  had  about  18in,  of  fresh 
water  in  the  river  a  week  ago,  which  seems  to  have 
enlivened  the  salmon  a  little  and  improved  sport 
but  most  of  the  fish  have  been  killed  in  the  evening 
MnH  ^  aT^-  ^l^'  Murray,  of  ArmathwaitI 
Hall,  has  had  two,  91b.  and  181b.,  and  her  son  Dr 
Jlurray,  one,  201b  In  the  Armathwaite  Castle 
water  Mr.  Edwards  has  landed  two,  141b.  and  161b., 
and  Mr.  W  Smith  one,  IDb.  Below  Syke  Foot 
Mr  Mason  Scott  killed  two,  and  above  Warwick 
Bridge  Mr.  Coulthard  one.  Trout  have  not  been 
domg  well.  They  are  seldom  to  be  seen  reaUy  on 
the  rise.— Silver  Grey.  ^ 

^A^.-  (^"l'y)--This  river  has  been  in  grand 
condition  for  angling  during  the  week,  although 
catches  have  only  been  light.    The  first  salmon  of 
the  season  was  grassed  by  Dr.  English,  on  Saturday, 
'  ^^eighed   71b.,  the  lure  used  being 

Devon  Mmnow."  IVIr.  R.  Linton  landed  fifteen 
brace  of  nice  trout,  one  fish  weighing  21b  Soz  The 
prospects  are  fairly  good  for  the  coming  week  — 
J.  Jackson.  ° 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)._I  am  pleased  to 
again  confirm  the  excellence  of  the  salmon  fishing, 
which  has  been  most  satisfactory;  one  day's  sport 
as  a  sample  will  prove  this.  Yesterday  (May  18) 
one  gentleman  had  four,  several  others  two  salmon 
each,  and  many  a  single  fish.  They  were  taken 
with  usual  Devon  baits  and  %,  the  Silver  Doctor 

'"P*"^''""^-.  been  taken 

at  Stoke  Canon,  Brampford  Speke,  Up  Exe  and 
above,  the  most  killing  flies  being  Blue  Uprishts 
Duns.  Glenfell's  Special,  Stone  Fly^and  Palmefs  _ 
Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs)- 
There  is  very  little  to  be  said  for  angling  again  this 
season  Somewhat  like  last  year  it  will  be^  evident 
the  end  of  May  will  be  reached  before  the  .sport  is 
anythmg  like  comfortable.  As  a  rule  the  streams 
arc  somewhat  slow  running,  and  hence  the  rains 
keep  them  up  to  overflowing  pitch.  Very  little  is 
reported  in  the  way  of  sport.  An  odd  angler  here 
and  there  has  had  a  brace  or  so  of  fish,  but  nothing 
T""^;  .1!  ^''y*'^'"^  there  are  certainly  more  fliel 
about  than  a  week  ago. — Limpet 

weather  has  been 
ather  better  this  week,  and  the  rise  of  fly  earlier, 
un  iViay  10  the  rise  commenced  about  11  o'clock 
and  continued  until  3.30,  almost  entirely  Medium 
Ulives;  It  was  at  its  best  from  about  1  to  2.30  Wind 
south-west;  dull,  with  occasional  showers.  The  fish 
rose  very  well.  May  17,  good  rise  of  fly,  but  not 
quite  as  heavy  a  one  as  the  day  before,  and  did  not 
continue  quite  so  long.  Commenced  about  12  30 
and  was  very  good  untU  1.30.  One  distinct 
leature  ot  this  month  has  been  the  heavy 
nses  of  fly  all  over  the  river,  unusually  heavy 
compared  with  former  years.  May  18.  a  warm 
day,  hght  southerly  wind,  but  a'^poor  rise  S 
fly.  Never  good  at  any  part  of  the  day;  fish  gener- 
allj'  forward  and  in  good  condition.  May  19,  warm 
and  sunny  ;  wind,  south-west ;  an  altogether  spring- 
like day,  but  no  fly  all  day  to  speak  of.  May  20 
the  same  sort  of  day,  but  a  little  fly.  Flies  these 
lew  days  Medium  and  Pale  Olives,  also  a  few 
•Spinners.— Pale  Watery  Olive 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).-ror  the  last 
week  the  conditions  liave  not  been  so  favourable  as 
I  hey  have  been  of  late.  It  has  been  stormy  and 
cold  and  the  thunder  is  still  in  the  air  ;  the  general 


average  of  baskets  has  been  below  the  ones  made 
for  some  weeks  before,  the  best  basket  was  Captain 
Garnett's  of  eighteen  fish,  101b.  4oz.    On  May  13, 
twenty-six  fish  were  killed,  of  which  Captain  Gar- 
nett  took  seven,  31b.  lOoz. ;  Canon    Daniel,  five, 
31b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Jackson  four,  2lb.  3oz.    The  other 
baskets  were  three  or  under.    On  May  14,  fishing 
was  not  possible  as  the  lake  was  too  rough.  On 
May  15,  Captain  Garnett  killed  eleven,  6lb,  13oz. ; 
Mr.  Jackson  six,  3lb.  8oz. ;   Sir  T.  Hughes  five,' 
31b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Townshend  four,  31b.  2oz.    The  best 
fish  killed  by  Captain  Garnett  weighed  lib.  Soz. 
Saturday,    May    16,    was    a    stormy  day  and 
very     few     fish     were     killed.     The   best  was 
made  by  Sir  T.  Hughes  with  six  fish,  4lb.  7oz.  On 
May    18,  Mr.   R.   L.   Garnett    twenty -one  fish, 
121b.  8oz.,  all  caught  on  the  fly ;  Mr.  Jones  killed 
eleven  fish,  61b.  3oz.  ;   Captain  Garnett,  eleven, 
61b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Jackson,  Sir  T.  Hughes,  and  Com- 
mander Lmgham,   six  each  ;   Mr.   Lingley  four, 
2lb.  80Z.  ;  and  Mr.  Davison,  two,  lib.  14oz.  On 
May  18,  Captain  Garnett  kiUed eighteen,  lOlb.  4oz. ; 
Mr   Jones,  fourteen,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Captain  Cole  and 
Colonel  Winter  nine  fish,  51b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Jackson 
and  Mr.  Townshend,  seven  each,  4lb.  6oz.  ;  Sir  T. 
Hughes  and  Mr.  R.  Garnett,  five  each  ;  Mr.  Lvthnal] 
twelve,  Gib.  9oz. ;  and  Mr.  Browning,  two.  lib.  Soz 
Small  flies  are  still  best,  Claret  and  Teal,  Claret 
and  Mallard  being  about  the  best.— Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  weather  has  been 
none  too  favourable  lately  for  trout  -fishing,  and 
consequently  few  captures  have  been  effected.  In 
the  Hertford  district,  however,  a  fine  trout  of 
Gib  4oz.  was  landed  on  Tuesday.  It  fell  to  the  rod 
of  Mr.  Southen.  Another  fine  trout— a  [larger  fish, 
it  IS  estimated,  than  the  one  secured  —  was 
lost  by  an  angler  on  the  same  day.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  very  quiet  this  season  at  Ware 
and  St.  Margaret's,  the  result  no  doubt  of  the 
effects  of  pollution,  which  has  played  sad  havoc 
with  all  kinds  of  fish  in  these  waters.  I  can  hear  of 
several  trout  being  met  with  in  the  tributary 
Beane,  one  scaling  3|lb.  It  was  captured  in  the 
liertlord  waters.  The  Lea  and  its  tributaries  are 
in  very  fair  order,  and  the  May  Fly  should  soon  be 
about. — IZ.4.AK  Walton. 

Lugrg  and  Arrow  (Leominster) —Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  have  been  visited  with  some 
heavy  rain  which  has  altered  them  again.  They 
were  gettmg  nicely  into  condition  and  the  fish 
moving  well  when  the  weather  changed.  This  week 
the  weather  has  been  warm  days  with  cold  frosty 
nights,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising  better  of  late 
at  the  fly.  The  flies  used  by  the  anglers  are  the 
Iron  Blue,  Blue  Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  Alder,  Brown 
and  Grey  Spinners,  Grannom.  Trout  have  been 
taken  this  week  in  good  condition.  Minnow  fishing 
should  now  be  good.  The  trout  are  feeding  on  the 
caddis  bait,  and  bottom  fishing  should  account  for 
good  trout.    The  Pinsley  is  in  order.— Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  a  little  high,  but  may  be  said  to  be  in 
fair  condition.  Weather,  though  not  quite  settled, 
IS  a  distinct  improvement  to  that  we  have  experi- 
enced for  some  weeks  past,  and  gives  hopes  of 
sport  in  the  near  future.  Best  flies  should  be 
Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Hare's  Ear 
Stone,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  Grey  and  Brown 
Spinners,  whilst  the  following  are  out  or  will  be  in  a 
few  days:  Hawthorn,  Spider,  Grannom,  Olive  Dun 
Sand  and  Brown  Owl.  The  May  Fly  is  now  claim- 
ing attention,  or,  rather,  the  probabilities  of  the 
coming  season,  which  I  think  on  the  whole  are 
rather  encouraging.  There  will  be  a  good  volume 
of  water,  and  it  is  likely  the  rise  of  fly  will  not  be  a 
heavy  one,  yet  quite  sufficient  to  keep  the  trout  on 
the  qui  Vive,  and  likely  to  continue  to  appear 
longer  than  usual.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigrh  Salterton).— f  he  river  keeps 
a  nice  head  of  water.  Yesterday  and  to-day  (Wed- 
nesday, 20th)  the  otterhounds  met,  and  worked  the 
lower  portion  of  the  stream— a  fact  which  often 
proves  beneficial  in  the  end  to  the  fly-fisher 
as  trout  sometimes  move  freely  after  a  day's 
disturbance  of  the  water.  Many  good  fish  have 
lately  been  taken.  Above  Tipton  on  Monday  (18th) 
one  of  lyb.  was  killed  to  an  Olive  Quill,  and  another 
of  lib.  to  the  same  fly,  used  by  a  different  angler 
Another  rod  took  four  trout  with  dry  fly,  weighing 
2Jlb.  ;  these  are  as  good  fish  as  the  river  can  give 
The  trout  are  taking  to  midging,  and  small  flies  on 
very  fine  gut  are  necessary  for  their  capture.  They 
are  in  fine  condition  and  fight  strongly.— Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  too  cold  for 
the  fish  to  rise  well,  but  on  and  off  some  good 
baskets  have  been  taken  both  on  the  Meavy  and 
Tavy.  There  are  plenty  of  peal  running  up  the 
Tavy,  but  under  the  present  conditions  they  do  not 
seem  to  rise  well.— William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— Since  Monday  last  the  weather  has  become 
much  more  settled  than  for  a  long  time  past,  and 
with  gentle  breezes  from  a  genial  quarter,  together 


with  a  mild  atmosphere,  and  with  the  rivers  now 
gradually  getting  into  good  condition,  angling 
prospects  are  at  present  much  more  promising  than 
they  have  been  since  the  commencement  of  the 
trout  .fishing  season.  In  the  upper  parts  of  the 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy  good  sport  is  being  had  with 
trout  during  the  past  few  days,  and  a  few  nice 
trout  have  also  been  taken  in  the  Tanat  above 
Llanyblodwel. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Bivers. — Another  un- 
eventful week  has  to  be  chronicled.  The  rain  has 
held  off  and  the  weather  generally  improved. 
Frosts  in  the  early  mornings  keep  the  temperature 
of  the  water  too  low  for  sport.  Streams  and  rivers 
are  gradually  lowering  and  getting  in  colour,  but 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  trout  taken  from 
the  tributaries  by  worming,  there  is  nothing  worth 
recording.  Smelt  are  in  the  harbours,  also  bass  and 
codling. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthen).— Only  small 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
few  days,  but  the  fish  are  now  in  good  condition. 
The  net  fishermen  continue  to  make  good  catches 
of  salmon  and  sowin  in  the  tidal  water. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  still  in  good  condition, 
but  frosty  air  in  the  mornings  prevent  fish  from 
sporting  well.  I  saw  six  nice  trout  taken  yesterday 
in  the  sunshine  with  the  Blue  Upright. — Rcsty 
Game. 

Teili  (Llandyssil).  —  The  river  has  been  in 
splendid  order  for  the  past  week  or  so,  and  looks 
like  continuing  so  for  some  time.  About  a  week 
ago  good  baskets  of  trout  up  to  71b.  were  taken 
(sixteen  fish),  but  for  the  past  week  salmon  fishing 
has,  been  the  thing.  On  May  14  a  salmon  of  91b, 
was  taken,  and  on  the  15th  one  of  lO^lb.  and 
another  of  IGlb.,  and  two  more  lost  owing  to  the 
bank  being  too  high  for  gaffing ;  one  on  the  1 8tb, 
91b.  ;  several  lost  since  then.  Plenty  of  fish  are  now 
up,  and  many  more  coming  over  the  pass,  the  water 
being  at  a  nice  level  for  them  to  travel.  The  above 
were  all  caught  on  the  Perth  water,  and  I  hear  of 
several  more  being  taken  just  below  the  village. 
— Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow),— The  Tame  in  this  district  has 
had  another  change.  At  the  end  of  last  week  it  was 
in  good  order  for  fishing,  and  the  prospects  were 
good,  but  heavy  rain  on  May  17  caused  the  water 
to  colour  again  and  rise  a  little,  and  upset  calcula- 
tions for  a  short  time.  The  weather  broke  up  on 
Monday  (May  18),  and  the  water  soon  began  to 
clear,  and  now  it  is  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or 
bottom  fishing.  The  fish  are  well  on  the  move, 
and  have  been  rising  at  the  fly  well.  The  best 
flies  to  use  are  the  March  Brown,  Grannom, 
Iron  Blue,  Red  Spinner,  Blue  Dun,  Yellow 
Dun,  Alder,  Brown  and  Grey  Spinners,  and 
Spider.  Bottom  fishing  is  still  very  good.  The 
fish  are  feeding  well  on  ground  baits,  and  are  no 
doubt  after  caddis  bait,  and  if  the  weather  continues 
warm  as  it  is  now  the  May  Fly  will  be  up  in  a  very 
short  time.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  good  in  early 
morning.  Pike  fishing  with  live  bait  has  accounted 
for  fish,  41b.  and  61b.  each.  On  Saturday  a  good 
dish  of  trout  was  taken  along  the  Folley  with  worm. 
At  Ashford,  some  good  trout  have  been  caught 
with  the  fly.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  several 
nice  lots  of  trout  were  taken  with  fly.  The  otter 
hounds  were  out  on  Monday  on  the  Teme,  but  failed 
to  find.  The  Ony,  Corve,  C;km,  and  Ledwyche  a  (! 
all  in  order,  and  some  good  fish  taken  in  them.— S. 
Ludlow. 

-  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
gettmg  into  good  order  again.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  it  had  got  into  order  for  fly,  and  the  fish  wero. 
well  on  the  feed,  but  hea\'j' rain  was  had  on  Sunday, 
May  17,  and  the  water  coloured  again ;  it  has  now 
run  off,  and  the  fish  are  on  the  feed,  the  weather 
having  become  warmer.  A  good  few  anglers  h&vo 
been  out  of  late,  and  some  nice  trout  have  been 
taken,  and  with  fine  weather  the  prospects  for  sport 
next  week  are  good.  Trout  are  feeding  on  caddis 
bait,  and  if  the  weather  keeps  warm  May  Fly  should 
be  up  next  week.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwvche 
are  m  order. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrhbouring 
Rivers.— The  past  week  has  been  a  fairly  good 
one  for  fly  fishers  ;  some  good  baskets  have  been 
made  with  fly  on  the  North  Tyne.  The  best  killing 
flies  have  been  Greenwell's  Glory,  Waterhen  Bloa'' 
qmll  body,  and  Purple  Snipe.  Two  good  salmon 
have  been  taken  by  the  rod  on  the  Tyne  Ovingham 
waters.  The  Blythe  is  in  good  condition  for  fly 
fishmg— one  basket  of  forty-two  trout,  strange  to 
say  all  taken  on  the  Purple  Snipe.  The  Coquet  on  the 
Weldon  Bridge  has  fished  well ;  some  good  baskets 
have  been  made  with  fly  and  up  stream  worming. 
1  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  good  basket  from  the 
Wansbeck.  The  ponds  at  Whittle  Dene  have  yielded 
well  durm  J  the  past  week ;  every  angler  fishing  the 
ponds  have  got  fish-  Mr.  R.  White,  Gateshead?  had 
a  basket  of  seventeen  fine  fish  ;  docking  gruh  and 
%vorms,  the  size  of  small  snakes,  have  been  the 
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principal  lure.  —  Heney  A.  Mubton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk).— The  heavy  ruin  of  Saturday  (May  16) 
brought  down  a  good  freshet  on  Sunday,  with  the 
result  that  the  river  continues  in  splendid  condition. 
Most  of  the  ticket-holders  are  at  Usk,  or  in  the 
vicinity.  There  are  a  good  number  of  fish  in  the 
river.  The  majority,  however,  seem  to  be  of  com- 
paratively small  size.  The  following  are  the  kills 
reported:  Thursday  (May  14),  Mr.  E.  King,  one, 
211b.;  Rev.  H.  J.  Bates,  two,  121b.  each;  Mr. 
Kii-kpatrick,  one,  131b.  (Rock  Pool).  May  15.— 
Mr- , Kirkpatrick,  one,  17Hb.  (Chain  Bridge);  Col. 
Morris,  one,  161b.;  Mr.'  E.  King,  two,  111b. 
and  131b  ;  and  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  one,  81b. 
May  16. — Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  two,  101b.  and 
121b.  (Trostrey  Forge);  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  two,  11  Jib.  and 
121b.;  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride,  one,  101b.;  and  Mr.  M. 
King,  one,  81b.  May  18. — Mr.  Pride,  a  grilse;  Mr. 
Beasley,  one,  101b.  May  19.— Mr.  E.  King,  one, 
141b.  (Road  Pool) ;  Mr.  M.  King,  three,  131b.,  8|lb., 
and  71b.  (Bindings  and  Pandy) ;  Mr.  Beasley,  one, 
101b.  May  20.— Mr.  J.  Pitt,  two,  101b.  and  91b.; 
Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  one,  91b. ;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  one, 
171b.;  Mr.  Sword,  one,  111b.;  Mr.  H.  W.  Pride, 
two,  141b.  and  151b. ;  Mr.  E.  F.  Bisshopp,  one, 
1 41b. ;  and  Mr.  T.  G.  Cartwright,  one.— T.  R. 

Witliam  Conservancy  (Slid  Lines).  —  There 
is  very  little  doing  in  the  way  of  sport  in  the 
waters  under  the  Witham  Conservancy.  From 
what  I  can  learn  the  number  of  licences  issued  by 
the  distributors  is  even  less  than  it  was  last  year. 
A  few^  members  of  clubs  who  take  them  up  early  in 
the  season,  whether  they  require  them  or  not,  are  to 
the  fore,  but  casual  licences  granted  so  far  are  very 
few.  Possibly  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  may  bring 
about  a  change.  Owners  of  private  waters  have 
been  putting  fish  in  lately  of  a  good  size,  and  this 
is  particularly  the  case  in  the  Wold  district. 
Reports  of  sport  are  very  meagre,  and  to  a  great 
extent  are  limited  to  the  district  of  the  Wold. 
Flies  are  more  numerous. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  fining  down  after  the  long  and  continuous 
heavy  rains  we  have  had,  and  should  be  in  order 
for  the  fly  by  Saturday,  May  23.  The  catches  this 
week  have  not  been  heavy  or  numerous  as  the 
water  has  been  too  clear  for  bottom  fishing  and  too 
high  for  the  fly.  Very  few  natural  flies  are  out  at 
present.  Several  fishermen  who  have  fished  the 
Darleydale  Club's  water  have  only  secured  an  odd 
fish  or  two.  Mr.  A.  G.  Collinson,  fishing  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water,  Matlock - 
dale  on  Monday  (May  18),  landed  one  brace,  one  of 
these  weighing  IJlb.,  taken  with  worm,  and  on 
Tuesday  (May  19)  took  several  with  minnow. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — The  weather  in  Yorkshire  has  been 
nice  and  genial.  All  our  streams  have  been  running 
in  splendid  condition  for  fly-fishing.  The  Yore  has 
been  fishing  fairly  well  in  the  higher  districts.  I 
have  noticed  a  fair  rise  of  Duns  and  frequently 
Dark  Iron  Blue.  Several  nice  baskets  of  fish  have 
been  caught,  some  of  the  trout  weighing  lib.  and 
IJlb.,  in  the  Yore.  Sport  on  the  Bedale  Beck 
has  been  good,  some  nice  trout  having  been 
landed.  I  hear  the  pike  are  still  a  nuis- 
ance in  this  stream,  but  during  this_  week 
several  have  been  caught.  The  Wharfe  is  run- 
ning in  fine  trim  during  this  week.  Some  very 
nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught  at  Grassing- 
ton,  Biu-nsall,  Bolton  Woods,  and  Ilkley  lengths 
with  the  fly.  Very  little  has  been  doing  in  the 
lower  reaches.  The  Swale  has  run  down,  but  sport 
in  the  higher  reaches  has  been  of  a  meagre  cha- 
racter. The  Nidd  has  been  fishing  well,  and  some 
very  fair  sport  has  been  met  with  at  Pateley  Bridge 
and  Dacre  Banks.  Beyond  this  district  little  has  been 
doing.  The  Rye,  Costa,  and  Pickering  Becks  are 
running  in  nice  condition  ;  sport  on  the  whole  has 
not  been  good.  I  fear  the  rise  of  the  Green  Drake 
will  be  late.  Several  anglers  I  have  met  say  it  will 
be  about  the  second  week  in  June  before  it  is  ex- 
pected. The  weather  keeps  cold  at  night,  and  until 
it  gets  warmer  sport  will  not  improve.  The  best 
flies  for  the  present — Orange  and  Blue  Partridges, 
Snipe  Bloa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Dark  Watchet,  and 
Poult  Bloa.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  laiddle. — Yellow  trout  are 
showing  up  well  in  the  Liddle  ;  fishing  in 
the  upper  reaches,  Messrs.  Walker  and  Murray 
have  had  good  baskets,  and  Mr.  J.  Beattie, 
Copshaw,  and  others  have  also  been  fairly 
successful  with  yellow  trout,  while  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Liddle  the  local  anglers  have 
rr.ado  some  good  creels.  Several  yellow  trout  have 
I  ei  n  got  in  the  Hermitage  water  below  the  Castle, 
niul  Ewes  and  Tarras,  close  to  Langholm,  are  yield- 


ing fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  good  condition. 
Fishing  below  Canonbie  Bridge,  Mr.  Nelson  caught 
a  sea  trout,  Iflb.  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  had  a  sea  trout, 
l|lb.,  in  Langholm  water,  and  Mr.  D.  Little  caught 
a  sea-trout  below  Byreburn  foot  in  the  Canonbie 
water.  Mr.  T.  Morrison  caught  a  sea  trout  weighing 
21b.  Night  fishing  has  been  extended  from  10  p.m.  to 
1 1  p.m.  Mr.  A.  Keen,  Rowanburn,  has  been  very 
successful  with  yellow  trout  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Liddle,  having  had  several  good  baskets,  and 
Mr.  Jas.  Steel  has  met  with  like  success  in  the  same 
water,  in  four  fishings  having  creeled  seven  dozen 
yellow  trout  and  one  sea  trout. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Last 
week  sport  was  excellent.  Mr.  W.  AUis  Smith  and 
Mr.  Forder  fished  Braelangwell  water  and  landed 
nine  salmon,  ranging  from  81b.  to  14|lb.  in  weight. 
Mrs.  F.  T.  Gervers  caught  two  salmon  on  the 
Amat  waters.  On  May  12  Mr.  James  Wilson 
91b.  oji  Gruinards.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  Pulteney, 
Balnagown  Arras  Hotel,  caught  a  10-pounder  on 
Invercharron  water;  Mr.  James  Wilson  one  of  Spb., 
on  Gruinards  water ;  and  Mr.  A.  Munro,  on  Mr. 
MacLeod's  rod,  two  of  101b.  and  8^1b.  on  Gledfield 
water.  On  the  14th  Mr.  James  Wilson  caught  an 
11 -pounder  on  Gruinards  water,  and  Mr.  Pulteney 
one  of  lOpb.  on  the  Invercharron  water.  On 
the  16th  Mr.  Powell,  Balnagown  Arins  Hotel,  landed 
a  9-pounder  on  Invercharron  water,  and  Mr.  A. 
Munro,  on  Mr.  MacLeod's  rod,  one  of  8  Jib.  on  Gled- 
feld  water.  Total  for  the  week,  twenty  salmon, 
ranging  in  weight  from  81b.  to  14Jlb. — B. 

Carsphairn. — Out  from  Salutation  Hotel,  on 
May  19,  Captain  Cathcart,  fishing  Loch  Doon,  had 
twenty-three  splendid  trout ;  and  Mr.  Hyslop, 
Stalybridge,  fishing  on  river  Deach,  had  twenty  very 
good  trout. — M.  Mitchell. 

Deverou  (Banffshire). — On  the  Corniehaugh 
section  Mr.  Collier  and  party  in  five  days'  fishing 
creeled  ninety-eight  trout,  weighing  551b.,  and  on 
the  Marnoch  Lodge  fishing,  on  May  16,  a  salmon, 
scaling  121b.,  and  thirty  trout,  13Jlb.,  were  taken. 
— Retrop. 

 •  On  the  Huntly  water  good  baskets 

of  trout  have  been  caught.  Mr.  Davidson  had 
701b.  and  one  salmon ;  and  Mr.  Rough  had  three 
of  fair  weight.  For  three  days  last  week,  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursdaj',  Mr.  Tennant  and 
another  gentleman,  fishing  on  the  Netherdale  water, 
had  five  fish  of  good  weight.  Some  fine  trout  were 
also  got  on  the  free  water  at  Banff.  On  May  14 
the  first  grilse  for  the  season  was  captured  by  the 
net  [fishermen  on  [the  river.  It  weighed  2Jlb. 
On  the  coast  no  grilse  have  as  yet  been  got  in  "the 
nets.  Along  the  coast  the  return  from  the  bag- 
nets  for  the  week  was  fairly  favourable. — H.  W. 

Iiocli  Katrine  (StronacMacHar  Hotel,  N.B.) — 
Fishing  from  Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  Loch  Katrine 
on  May  14,  Mr.  Mclntyre,  eight  trout,  4  Jib. ;  Mr. 
Wilson,  one  trout,  lib.  loz.  On  the  15th,  Mr. 
Wilson,  six  trout,  31b.  3oz.  On  the  16th,  Mr. 
Stubbs,  ten  trout,  51b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Neale  Thomson, 
eight  trout,  31b.  6oz. — Donald  Ferouson, 

Loch  Ness  (Poyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  Loch  Ness  on  May  13,  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen  killed  one  salmon,  8  Jib.  On  the  15th,  Mr. 
H.  Collins  Splatt  had  one,  1 1  Jib.,  and  another,  lOJlb. 
On  the  16th,  Mr.  Tilston  killed  one,   131b.— S. 

TiLSTON. 

Loch  Tay  (Eillin  Hotel).— On  AprU  24,  Mr, 
Scott  had  one  salmon  of  121b.;  on  April  30,  Judge 
Fox,  one,  161b. ;  on  May  2,  Judge  Fox,  one,  121b. ; 
on  May  7,  Judge  Fox,  one,  lOlb. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — Excel- 
lent sport  still  continues  on  the  various  beats. 
Since  last  report  the  following  catches  have  been 
made  : — On  Monday,  May  4,  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge, 
two  salmon  on  beat  No.  1,  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina 
Lodge,  two  on  No.  5,  and  Dr.  Furner,  Syre  Lodge, 
one  on  No.  6.  On  5th,  Dr.  Furner  caught  one  on 
No.  1.  On  6th,  Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge, 
landed  five  salmon  on  No.  1,  Dr.  Furner,  Syre 
Lodge,  four  on  No.  2,  and  Mr.  Gill  three  on  No.  3  ; 
the  heaviest  weighed  291b.  On  7th,  Colonel  Fryer, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  four  on  beat  No.  1,  Mr. 
Campbell  four  on  No.  2,  and  Mr.  Gill  two  on  No.  4. 
On  8th,  Mr.  Johnson,  Skelpick  Lodge,  caught  four 
on  No.  1,  Col.  Fryer  had  two  on  No.  2,  Mr,  Camp- 
bell four  on  No.  3,  and  Mr.  Gill  two  on  No.  5.  On 
9th,  Mr.  Gill  landed  two,  one  of  them  271b.,  on  beat 
No.  6,  Col.  Fryer  had  two  on  No.  3,  Mr.  Johnson 
five  on  No.  2,  and  Captain  Radcliff,  Skelpick  Lodge, 
two  on  No.  1.     Equally  good  sport  has  been 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  flue  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
£d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  ITorthern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telsgrams  :  "Piscator  Leeds." 


obtained  since,  and  as  the  weather  is  at  last 
becoming  genial  further  good  sport  may  be  antici- 
pated.:— B. 

North  of  Scotland.— On  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel 
water  on  May  18  Mr.  Thomas  had  two  of  11. Jib. 
and  71b.,  and  Mr.  Gabriel  one  of  71b.  On  the  Inver- 
cauld  section  two  fish  were  got  the  same  day  of 
average  weights.  A  good  head  of  spring  fish  is  for- 
ward in  the  Glentana,  Dinnet,  Ballater  and  Balmoral 
waters,  and  sometimes  as  many  as  a  dozen  a  day 
are  being  landed  on  these  sections  to  two  and  three 
rods.  On  the  hotel  water,  Aboyne,  Mr.  Prince  on 
on  May  15  creeled  two  fish  of  61b.  and  101b.  ;  Mr. 
B.  Jenkins  one  of  6Jlb. ;  Captain  Samonson  one  of 
91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Craik  three  of  71b.,  81b.,  and  8Jlb. 
On  the  16th  Mr.  Prince  had  two  of  161b.  and  71b., 
and  Mr.  Craik  two  of  71b.  and  91b.  On  the  Forest 
of  Birse  waters  several  fish  have  been  got  of  average 
weights.  On  the  Dess,  Kincardine,  and  Carlogie 
sections  sport  has  been  somewhat  slack  on  account 
of  the  uncertain  state  of  the  water.  On  the  Ballogie 
section  last  week  Capt.  Hon.  Fitzwiliiam  creeled 
six  salmon  scaling  up  to  101b.,  and  on  Monday  one 
of  6Jlb.,  while  Mr.  A.  Brocklehurst  had  three,  and 
Col.  Lawson  one  of  7Jlb.  Several  of  those  recently 
fishing  these  parts  have  now  left.  On  the 
Cairnton,  Woodend,  and  Banchory  reaches  one, 
two,  and  three  fish  are  being  got  daily,  the  average 
being  about  two  per  rod.  On  the  lower  waters  an 
occasional  fish  is  being  creeled,  while  good  baskets 
of  finnock  are  being  made  on  the  Heathcot,  West 
Cults  (Mr.  Davidson),  and  tidal  reaches  (Messrs. 
Mackay,  Robertson,  etc.),  averaging  about  six  per 
tide.  On  the  Don  some  good  trouting  is  now  being 
had  with  the  mild  turn  the  weather  has  taken.  On 
the  Alford  section,  Mr.  Murray,  and  on  the  Kintore 
waters,  Mr.  Clyne  (America),  have  been  the  most 
successful. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  May  11,  Sir  John 
Shelley,  Bart.,  fishing  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel, 
landed  three  salmon,  weighing  91b.,  121b.,  and  141b. ; 
and  Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  two  of  161b. 
and  241b.  On  the  12th,  the  last-named  landed  two 
of  91b.  and  121b.,  and  on  the  13th  a  10-pounder.  On 
the  14th,  Sir  Jolin  Shelley  caught  a  14-pounder, 
and  Mr.  Unwin,  one  of  131b.  On  the  15th,  Mr. 
Unwin  landed  one  of  201b.  On  the  16th,  Sir  John 
Ferguson-Davie  got  one  of  131b.,  and  Mr.  Unwin  a 
12-pounder,  Total  for  the  week,  thirteen  salmon, 
aggregating  1781b.,  or  an  average  of  over  13Jlb. 
Near  future  prospects  are  good. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  past  week  has  been 
notable  for  a  splendid  show  of  summer  salmon  in 
the  Solway  nets,  and  there  has  been  a  good  run  of 
sea  trout.  The  Annan  has  been  in  fairly  good  order 
since  last  week's  notes,  and  the  sport  among  sea  trout 
in  the  higher  waters  has  shown  some  improvement. 
Angling  in  the  tidal  waters  below  Annan  Bridge  on 
Monday,  May  18,  Mr.  James  Dixon  killed  a  clean  run 
summer  salmon  of  11  Jib. ;  it  was  covered  with  sea- 
lice.  In  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  the  keeper, 
T.  Reid,  has  had  several  sea  trout,  and  Mr.  Lock- 
hart  also  had  one  or  two  with  the  night  fly.  I\Ir. 
John  Rae  killed  two  sea-trout  in  Hoddom  Castle 
water  at  one  outing  with  fly.  The  Dumfries 
NiTH  is  in  fair  order  now,  and  there  is  a  fine  show 
of  sea-trout  in  the  middle  reaches.  The  weekly 
close  of  the  nets  in  the  Firth  on  Sunday  and  no 
draught  netting  in  the  lower  waters  allowed  both 
salmon  and  trout  to  ascend.  Several  sea-trout 
have  been  caught  in  the  different  reaches. 
A  few  small  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  taken 
in  the  Thornhill  waters,  as  also  in  the  Auldgarth 
and  Friars  Carse  sections.  The  Galloway  rivers 
have  been  placed  in  better  ply,  and  quite  a  number 
of  anglers  have  had  fairly  good  baskets  of  trout. 
Last  week  end,  Mr.  T.  Wallet,  Castle  Douglas,  and 
Mr.  D.  Montgomery,  Netherhall,  fishing  the 
Culcaigrie  burn  in  the  valley  of  the  Tarfli,  had  one 
hundred  fine  trout.  A  number  of  rods  have  had 
fair  sport  on  the  Dee. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — With  the  river  in  good 
order  last  week  sport  was  good.  On  the  Laggan 
House  wqter  on  Monday  (May  18),  Mr.  Sharp, 
fisherman,  killed  a  salmon  of  91b.,  and  next  day 
two  of  11  Jib.  and  7Jlb. ;  while  on  Wednesday 
(May  20),  Colonel  Smith  Grant  had  one  of  7Jlb., 
and  on  the  following  day  one  of  121b.  Major 
Brown,  Cameron  Highlanders,  on  the  same  day, 
had  also  one  of  6  Jib.,  and  Captain  Brander,  Dunbar, 
one  of  8 Jib.  On  Friday  (May  15)  Mr.  Grant,  of 
Elchies,  killed  on  the  same  water  two  salmon  of  91b. 
and  81b.  each  ;  and  on  this  day  week.  Colonel  Smith 
Grant  had  two  of  12 Jib.  and  71b.  From  the  Carron 
House  water  on  Thursday,  Major  Brown  landed  a 
grilse  of  61b.  and  from  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on 
Monday,  Sir  Ralph  Hare  bad  one  of  7Jlb.,  and  one 
of  81b.  on  the  day  following  ;  while  on  Wednesday 
Mr.  Birch  killed  one  of  71b.  and  Sir  Ralph  one  of 
12 Jib.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Kitchingwem,  Anworth  Villa,  killed  two  salmon 
of  71b.  each  ;  on  Friday  one  of  71b.;  and  on  this  day 
week  another  of  71b. — J.  M. 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahincli  Lakes  (co.  Down) — Trout  fishing 
has  been  rather  dull  lately  on  the  waters  of  the 
'  Belfast  Anglers'  Association.  About  1500  brown 
trout  fry  were  turned  into  Magherahamlet  Lake  last 
week.  Tlie  pike  have  been  reduced  to  a  minimum 
in  that  water  by  exhaustive  netting. — J.  A.  B. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — Sport  with  salmon 
hag  been  excellent  during  week.  Fish  very  plentiful. 
On  the  Manch  water,  J.  Pike,  D.L.,  and  party 
had  eight  salmon,  101b.,  101b.,  101b.,  10|lb.,  111b., 
131b.,  16 Jib.,  and  221b  ;  at  Innishannon,  T.  Ollifie, 
two,  101b.,  11  Jib. ;  T.  Lane,  one,  12Jlb. ;  and  F.  C. 
Stenning,  one,  131b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Banu  and  Tributaries. — In  the  early  days  of 
the  week  all  the  tributaries  that  discharge  their 
waters  into  Lough  Neagh  and  the  Lower  Bann  were 
in  order,  and  baskets  of  trout  ranging  from  -^Ib.  to 
}lb.  were  made  on  the  Ballinderry,  Moyven,  and 
Clady.  More  recently  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of 
rain,  that  caused  these  streams  to  come  down  in 
liigh  flood,  and  remain  discoloured  for  three  days.  A 
run  of  large  spring  salmon  ascended  the  Maine  from 
the  lake,  and  passed  over  the  weir  at  Ronaldstown 
and  into  the  deep  sections.  The  main  stream  rose 
tliree  inches,  but  was  not  discoloured,  and  the  fly 
continued  to  be  used.  No  anglers  have  yet  arrived 
from  England,  and  there  were  few  locals  on  the 
river.  Brown  trout  are  rising  to  the  fly  well  on  the 
shallows  and  some  good  fish  have  been  caught.  On 
May  15  Tom  Graham  caught  twelve  trout,  161b., 
and  Tom  Diamond  seven  trout,  131b.,  largest  51b., 
mi  the  Kilrea  reach.  Mr.  W.H.Wilson  had  one 
salmon,  101b.,  on  the  Caronroe  section. — Daniel 
O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.  —  Trout  fishing  is  irn- 
proving  both  on  lake  and  river.  The  Six  Mile  is  in 
good  order.  On  Monday,  Mr.  W,  J.  Greer  killed 
nineteen  fish,  heaviest  21b.,  and  on  the  Clady  Mr. 
S.  G.  Hamill  had  eighteen,  and  your  correspondent 
eix.  Fishing  Trooper's  Lane  Dam  on  May  16,  Mr. 
J.  W.  Heaney  killed  ten  trout,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  An- 
drews ten.  The  previous  day,  on  Woodburn  Dam, 
Mr.  W.  Hunter  caught  eleven,  Mr.  Davidson  six, 
Mr.  Crawford  five,  Mr.  Smith  four,  and  Mr.  H.  R. 
Douglas  seven. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — (Telegram). — Two  boats  got  nine  trout 
on  Gara  with  May  Fly,  Wednesday.— Taylor. 

Bundrowes  Biiver  (co.  Donegal). — The  above 

■  river  was  in  fishing  order  during  the  past  week,  and 

-  T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  four  salmon  of  151b., 
121b.,  121b.,  and  101b,,  and  W.  Despard  (keeper), 
landed  two  sahnon  of  lilb.  and  101b.  Trouting 
was  also  good  on  the  river. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Trouting 
was  not  good  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week 

■._  owing  to  the  rather  unsettled  water,  yet  some  nice 

^  trout  were  taken  by  the  various  anglers  out  on  the 
river,  while  below  the  falls  at  Ballyshannon  Mr. 
Woods  had  a  good  catch  of  trout,  with  bait,  weigh- 
ing up  to  251b.  in  all,  and  Dr.  Dunwoody  had  a 
catch  of  seven  trout  weighing  14Jlb.  Salmon 
fishing  has  begun  on  the  Erne  with  the  river  in 

r  'good  order. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

'  Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — River  in  nice  order,  and 
salmon  taking  freely.  Grilse  are  now  beginning  to 
show,  a  few  having  passed  to  the  upper  waters.  On 
Warren's  Court,  G.  M.  levers,  five  salmon,  101b., 
101b.,  111b..  141b.  and  161b. ;  Captain  Stoyte,  five, 
61b.,  81b.,  91b.,  121b.  and  171b. ;  S.  levers,  three, 
91b.,  91b.,  101b. ;  and  H.  Leader,  two,  141b.,  151b. 
On  Lord  Bandon's  water  Colonel  Trotman,  two,  61b., 
131b.  On  Williams  water  B.  Barry,  two,  91b.,  111b, ; 
and  Captain  L.  Williams,  two.    On  Netteville  Mr. 

,  D.  Rearden,  six,  81b.,  91b.,  111b.,  111b.,  141b.,  231b. 
On  Rooves,  Captain  Sarsfield,  one,  71b. ;  and  M. 

I  Lyons,  three,  91b.,  101b.  121b.    On  Fargus,  H.  Pon- 

■  sonby,  K.R.R.,  one,  81b.  On  Oak  Grove,  J.  O'Leary, 
'  two,  121b.,~  121b.  On  the  Powdermill  stream,  J. 
'  Walsh,  two,  121b.,  121b.,  and  one  grilse,  41b.  On 
i  JIashonaglass,  H.  Austen,  three,  81b.,  9Jlb.,  111b. 
\  On  Ashton,  W.  T.  Crawshay,  four,  and  Mrs.  Craw- 
I  shay,  two.  On  the  free  water  on  upper  SuUane 
I  the*  local  anglers  had  eight  salmon.— W.  Haynes 
\   AND  Son. 

\     Lough  Currane,  etc.  (WaterviUe,  co.  Kerry).— 

*  On  May  10  Johnny  Brennan  had  a  salmon  of  10  Jib. ; 

*  on  13th  James  T.  Leary,  one  of  Ulb. ;  on  18th  Major 
Cress  well,  one,  111b.    Brown  trout  rose  sluggishly 

-  during  most  of  the  time,  but  a  few  baskets,  con- 
taining two  dozen  and  over,  were  had  on  Saturday, 
Sunday  and  Monday  last.  A  few  sea  trout  have 
been  had,  one  had  by  T.  McCarthy  weighing  close 
on  31b.  On  the  Mountain  lakes  brown  trout  have 
given  good  sport  wherever  anglers  have  been  out, 
the  takes  ranging  from  two  dozen  to  four  dozen. 
Sea  trout  continue  to  arrive,  and  peal  or  grilse  are 
now  coming  up.    Prospects  impi-oving. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  CorriT)  (Clonbur).— The 
undermentioned  angleisa:  e  fishing  above  waters  : — ■ 
General  Sir  Henry  Tuson,  Major  Tuson,  Captain 
Tuson,  Major  Lawrence,  Major  and  Mrs.  Gideon, 
Captam  and  Mrs.  Windham,  Captain  Lyle,  Captain 


C.  Adair,  Captain  Bartholomew,  Captain  Berrington, 
Captain  North,  Messrs.  Neville,  Smythe,  Williams, 
Isaac,  and  Smallwood,  Dr.  Barton  and  Dr.  Leeper. 
The  May  Fly  has  appeared  on  above  waters,  and 
dapping  just  begun.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — The  following  salmon  were 
landed  on  the  lake  during  the  past  week  : — Captain 
C.  R.  Barton,  three,  101b.,  91b.,  and  8Jlb.  ;  Mr.  St. 
George  Johnston,  one  of  101b. ;  Major  Hamilton,, 
one  of  131b.,  and  a  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  51b. ;  Mr. 
Curran,  one  of  91b. ;  Mr.  Phillips,  one  of  81b.  ; 
Mr.  Kelly,  two,  91b.  and  8|lb.  ;  Mr.  Phillips,  a 
brown  trout  of  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Kenyon,  Mr.  Crossley, 
and  others  landed  a  few  salmon  also.  Trouting  was 
not  good  during  the  most  part  of  the  past  week, 
but  on  some  days  the  anglers  out  from  Garrison, 
Kinlough,  Bundoran,  and  Ballyshannon  enjoyed 
some  fair  sport  amongst  the  gillarooes  and  brown 
trout  on  the  lake,  and  sport  at  time  of  writing  con- 
tinues good.  The  May  Fly  has  not  yet  appeared 
on  the  waters  here.- — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  is  now  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing. 
Dr.  Wigan  and  Major  Ansley  had  several  fine  baskets 
of  trout  on  the  Glenelly,  numbering  eighteen,  six- 
teen, twelve,  fourteen,  and  fifteen  each.  Trout 
fishers  have  also  been  fairly  successful  on  the  Derg, 
Finn,  and  other  streams  in  this  locality. — J.  A.  B. 

Bloy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  order,  with  south 
winds  ;  all  the  pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish.  On 
Monday  (May  18),  Mr.  J.  C.  WOson  played  a  very 
nice  fish  for  half-an-hour,  but  he  got  away,  and  on 
Friday  (May  15)  he  played  a  very  large  fish  and  lost 
him.  Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well  during  the 
week.  Mr.  Angle  got  two  salmon,  of  121b.  each. 
Major  Ottawa  one  of  101b.,  Mr.  Richard  Hunt  a 
large  pike  of  231b.,  and  Major  Ottawa,  a  pike  of 
211b.  Trout  fishers  are  doing  fairly  well.  Trout 
fishing  on  the  Moy  opens  on  June  1.  Mr.  Higgins 
got  two  salmon,  of  101b.  and  121b.  respectively. — 
John  Devees. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — Thanks 
to  better  weather,  some  of  our  angling  visitors  have 
had  some  good  sport  among  the  salmon.  But  as 
the  grilse  will  commence  to  run  up  from  the  sea 
any  hour  now,  we  may  expect  great  things  for  the 
remainder  of  May  and  all  of  June  and  July.  The 
Lough  Derg  trouting  has  been  good  on  some  days 
this  week.  In  a  few  hours  Mr.  Silveo  A.  Hurley  got 
six  fine  trout  on  the  "dap,"  largest  SJlb.  An 
English  gentleman  secured  in  one  day  five  splendid 
trout  weighing  201b.  Several  other  good  bags  have 
also  been  made.  If  anyone  wants  a  good  salmon, 
grilse,  and  trout  reach  of  preserved  water  for  June 
or  July,  he  is  welcome  to  write  to  me  for  all  par- 
ticulars.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — On  Doonass,  Mv.  G. 
C.  WiUiams  killed  one  salmon,  18  Jib. ;  Mr.  S.  C. 
Vansittart,  1  salmon  121b.  ;  on  Prospect,  Mr.  F. 
Cooper  killed  one  salmon,  17  Jib. ;  the  fishermen,  one 
salmon,  23Jlb. ;  on  Newgarden,  Mr.  F.  Cooper  killed 
two  salmon,  12Jlb.,  14Jlb. ;  Major  Henderson,  one 
salmon,  151b.  ;  on  Hermitage,  Mr.  G.  Massy -Beres- 
ford  killed  two  salmon,  131b.  and  34lb.  ;  on  Wood- 
lands,'Mr.  J.  Enright,  killed  one  salmon  221b.  ;  Mr^ 
G.  W.'  Greenhill,  two  salmon  171b.,  211b. ;  on  the 
Castle  fishery,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  two  salmon, 
221b.,  221b. ;  Mrs.  T.  L.  Ingham,  three  salmon,  6Jlb., 
281b.,  17  Jib.  ;  Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham,  one  salmon,  141b.; 
Mr.  T.  L.  Ingham,  one  salmon,  21Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  H. 
Wheatley,  one  salmon,  201b.  On  the  Summerhill 
fishery,  Mr.  E  T.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  lojlb.; 
Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley,  one  salmon,  111b.  On  the 
Worldsend  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  three  salmon, 
241b..  13Jlb.,  121b.  On  Landscape,  Mr.  C.  G.  Nid 
killed  three  salmon,  14Jlb.,  241b.,  171b.— J.  Enkight 
AND  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar). — 

Tlie  pa^t  week  or  ten  days  ending  May  17  was 
very  wet  and  boisterous,  and  it  was  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  fish  the  lakes.  Still,  some  good  baskets 
were  had,  as  trout  rose  pretty  freely  to  artificials, 
and  handsome  fish  of  21b.  and  31b.  were  got  by 
lucky  anglers  who  knew  the  right  flies  to  use.  I 
was  out  on  two  occasions,  and  got  five  trout  weigh- 
ing 9Jlb.  The  Green  Drake  is  now  rising,  and 
given  suitable  weather  we  are  certain  of  good  sport. 
— T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux. — May  16. — This  week  has  furnished  no 
record-breaking  report.  Fair,  and  well-developed 
spring  prevailing.  The  Vaudois  and  Rhone  too 
dirty  for  fly-fishing — one  poa  soup,  the  other  mulli- 
gatawny; but  in  spite  of  rainstorms  the  upper 
Stockalper  was  never  too  high,  and  usually  quite 
clear  enough  to  fish.  In  the  early  part  of  the  week, 
however,  casting  needed  more  than  cunning,  so 
thick  was  the  local  variety  of  floating  "  stid,"  com- 
posed of  water  plants  coming  down  stream,  although 
the  clearing  of  the  waterways  is  legally  supposed 
to  be  completed  by  March  15.  Nevertheless, 
some  fish  were  rismg  and  a  few  came  home. 
To-day  the  water  seemed  unaffected  by  recent 


thunderstorms,  during  which  three  and  a  half  braco 
of  trout  were  got  by  two  new  members,  in  spite  of 
the  8ud,  and  there  was  no  obstruction  from  weeds, 
but  the  lower  reaches  ran  dirty.  The  day  was 
lovely,  but  lethargic,  one  of  those  when  everything 
looked  right,  but  the  fish,  if  there,  were  not  rising 
in  any  numbers,  impelled  either  by  nature  or  artful 
effort.  Flies  were  changed  often,  but  it  did  not 
matter  a  May  Fly  to  the  fish  ;  whatever  signal  was 
sliown  the  answer  was  about  the  same — '*  Not 
taking  any  to  day,  thank  you."  Talking  of  May 
Flies,  about  a  dozen  of  them  came  by,  and  one  fell 
victim  to  a  small  vengeron,  but  the  trout  did  not 
seem  to  notice  them ;  they  will  later  on.  Except 
for  suspended  activity  of  the  fish  the  day  was  good 
enough,  though  one  exception  was  active  enough  to 
snap  a  fine  cast  with  two  good  greyish  olive  flies. — 
Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — We  have  had  too  much 
wind  lately  for  boat  angling.  On  favourable  days 
we  have  taken  some  good  sized  pollack  and  a  few 
bream. — H. 

Plymouth. — Fish  of  all  kinds  have  been  feeding 
much  better  recently.  Some  large  pollack  havo 
been  taken  neaa:  the  Kjiap  Buoy,  and  they  are  also 
to  be  found  at  the  east  end  of  the  Breakwater. 
Several  fishermen  reported  the  loss  of  gear  through 
big  fish  at  the  East  Winter  Buoy,  which  is  only  a 
couple  of  gunshots  from  the  ladies'  bathing-placo 
underneath  the  Hoe,  so  we  might  fairly  infer  from 
this  that  the  big  fish  are  getting  pretty  close  in 
shore.  The  grey  mullet  are  feeding  freely,  and  ono 
rod  took  forty  one  afternoon.  The  bass  are  als  i 
sporting  well  up  the  Hamoaze  and  round  Devil's 
Point,  and  good  baskets  of  pouting  can  be  taken  on 
chopstick  Unes  in  their  well-known  pits. — William 
Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 


Ilssociaiions 

(Spkoial  Meetings). 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
In  spite  of  the  slack,  very  slack,  season,  tlio 
usual  Wednesday  evening  meeting  was  held  in 
Fetter  Lane,  and  the  usual  reports  from  members 
and  agents  received  and  dealt  with.  Two  more 
books  had  been^  presented  to  the  library  by  Mr. 

A.  W.  Arrowsmith,  and  Mr.  Pickup,  the  Secretary, 
announced  that  more  book  cases  vt  re  promised 
when  more  books  came.  He  also  drev  attention  to 
the  nomination  of  an  old  Vice-President  of 
the  Society  to  represent  Lord  Onslow,  the  new 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  of  Fisheries  in 
the  House  of  Commons— the  Hon.  A.  E.  Fellowes. 
After  much  pleasant  discussion  the  usual  toast,  the 

B.  S.A.S.,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
closed  the  evening.  It  was  announced  that  Mr.  G. 
Read  Clarke  would  next  Wednesday  (May  27)  opeji 
as  the  subject  of  the  evening  ' '  The  necessary 
equipment  of  a  Sea  Angler."  Members  present 
expressed  their  intention  of  assisting,  and  articles 
of  equipment  and  much  advice  upon  the  subject 
were  promised.  It  was  justly  remarked  that  a 
careful  equipment  was  no  small  part  of  a  successful 
one. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Blackfbiars  Angling  Society. 

Our  fourteenth  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
took  place  recently  at  the  Winchester  Arms,  South- 
wark-street,  S.E.,  when  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  occa- 
pied  the  chair.  The  host  had  supplied  an  excellent 
repast.  After  the  dinner  and  usual  loyal  toasts,  the 
prizes  to  the  value  of  £53  were  distributed.  After 
some  really  admirable  songs,  etc.,  a  very  pleasant 
evening  was  brought  to  a  close.  It  may  here  bo 
mentioned  that  the  club  (now  removed  from  the 
Imperial  Hotel)  is  under  the  fostering  care  of  Mr. 
J.  Foster  as  secretary,  to  whom  all  communications 
should  be  addressed — Wuichester  Arms,  South- 
wark-street,  S.E. 

City  of  London  Pisoatobial  Society. 

A  busy  coiimiittee  meeting,  presided  over  by  Mr. 
T.  Gilbert,  and  the  ordinary  (society's)  meeting,  of 
which  Mr.  John  Wame  was  chairman,  took  place 
on  Tuesday  last.  Much  business  was  transacted, 
and  considerable  expenditure  for  useful  purposes 
authorised,  amongst  the  items  being  a  vote  of 
£1  Is.  as  a  donation  from  the  society  to  the  funds 
of  the  T.A.P.S.,  an  association  eminently  deserving 
of  support.  Further  fixtures  for  the  programme  were 
discussed,  and  in  this  connection  it  was  announced 
that  Mr  R.  Davidson  had  promised  to  present 
a  special  silver  medal  to  the  society,  to  be  awarded 
to  the  captor  of  the  best  Thames  trout  (above  the 
society's  standard)  taken  during  the  present; 
season ;  Mr.  Gilbert  also  offers  a  special  prize  for 
coarse  fish ;  Mr.  W.  L.  Wichtendahl  gives  a 
valuable  sea  rod  as  a  special  prize  for  marine 
angling,  these  special  prizes  being  quite  mdependent 
of  those  offered  by  the  society.    The  meeting  con- 
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eluded  with  the  usual  toeist,  and  a  cordial  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman.  Tickets  will  be  ready 
shortly  for  the  supper  taking  place  on  June  30. 
Members  wishing  to  attend  are  requested  to  notify 
the  hon.  secretary. 

Gbesh^m  Angling  Sooikty, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
usual  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  on  Tuesday 
last.    The  J une  programme  was  drawn  up,  and  will 
be  posted  to  the  members  shortly.    A  new  member 
was  proposed.     Unfavourable  weather  has  inter- 
fered very  much  with  trout  fishing,  and  results  are 
consequently  poor.     Several  members,  however, 
have  visited  Chesham  and  taken  trout.    Mr.  Emery 
had  four  on  Saturday  and  Mr.  Eldred  one.  Mr. 
H.  S.  Savmders  took  several  under-sized  fish,  as  did 
Mr.  Borthwick,  but  these,  of  course,  were  returned 
to  the  river.    The  adjourned  discussion  on  "Cloth- 
ing for  Anglers,"  which  was  opened  last  Tuesday, 
was    continued,  and  proved  a   very  interesting 
feature,  a  good  number  of  members  taking  part 
in  it,  and  adding  some  fresh  knowledge  to  the 
subject.     Next  Tuesday  there  will  be  an  exhibi- 
tion of  members'  flies  and  tackle,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  will  result  in  a  good  attendance.  Members 
requiring  privDege  tickets  for  the  ensuing  year  are 
requested  to  communicate  with  the  hon.  sec.  as 
early  as  possible,  so  that  he  may  apply  for  them 
and  thus  prevent  delay.— F.  E.  Eldbed,  Hon.  Seo. 
Piscatorial  Society, 
The  storms  of  wind  and  rain  have  greatly  inter- 
fered with  trout  fishing,  so  that  on  Monday  Mr.  H. 
T.  Sheringham  had  few  replies  to  his  calls  for 
experiences.    Captain  Pinch  had  several  brace  of 
trout  from  the  Itchen,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  a 
brace  and  a  half  from  the  Lambourn.    Tlie  weeds 
will  be  cut  this  week  on  the  latter  fishery,  and  later 
on  on  the  Kennet,  in  anticipation  of  the  May  Fly 
rise. — Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List. 
The  annual  delegate  meeting  of  the  angling  clubs 
afiiliated  to  the  above  list,  will  take  place  at  the 
North  Brixton  Club,  79,  St.  Marks-road,  Camberwell 
New  Road,  near  Kennington  Church,  on  Wednesday, 
June  10.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  the  president, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  at  8.30.  Two  delegates  from  each 
society  are  entitled  to  be  present  and  vote.  Any 
society  in  South  London  can  be  enrolled  the  same 
evening  by  paying  2s.  for  ensuing  season.  Details 
of  competitions  for  next  season  will  be  placed  upon 
the  agenda  for  the  delegates  to  consider.— A.  G. 
Smith,  Hon.  Sec. 


"  Everything  in  this  life  depends  upon  what  one  has 
made  up  one's  mind  to  do.  It  is  ever  the  safest  plan 
to  expect  the  least  of  life,  for  then  one  often  gets  the 
most." — Db.  Nansen. 


The  members  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society 
celebrated  the  occasion  of  their  thirty-fifth  annual 
meeting  after  the  usual  manner  of  club  anglers,  on 
Wednesday  evening  last,  and,  thanks  to  the  careful 
organisation  of  a  competent  committee,  the  presence 
of  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  in  the  chair  (faced  by  Mr.  G.  H. 
Rayner  in  the  vice-chair),  and  an  excellent  dinner 
served  admirably  by  host  Geo.  Ricke,  of  the  Bed- 
ford Head,  Bedford -square,  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent  by  them  and  a  numerous  body 
of  their  friends.  Sincere  congratulations  on  past 
victories  and  eager  anticipations  of  fm-ther  battles 
close  at  hand  were  freely  exchanged  over  the  festive 
board;  and,  second  only  to  the  genial  fellowship 
evident  on  all  sides,  were  the  musical  and  vocal  items 
contributedby  F.C.Potter Irwin,C. A. Melverne,A.  C. 
Chapman,  H.  Hall  and  other  gifted  artistes.  The 
chairman  had  some  little  complaint  to  make  con- 
cerning the  somewhat  meagre  attendance  of 
members  at  the  ordinary  meetings  of  the  society, 
but  he  had  to  impart  encouraging  information  in 
connection  with  the  private  waters  at  Thatcham  and 
Barford. 

*  •  *  «  » 

Some  interesting  items  concerning  the  forma- 
tion and  progress  of  the  society  since  1867  to 
the  present  day  were  crowded  into  a  neat  speech 
from  the  painstaking  secretary,  Mr.  G.  Westrup, 
who  has  been  deservedly  proclaimed  the  life  and 
soul  of  the  club.  In  their  comfortable  quarters  at 
the  Bedford  Head,  the  Highburyites  have  sur- 
roimded  themselves  with  trophies  of  their  success  in 
river,  lake,  and  stream;  they  are  an  admirably 
conducted  club  body.  Keen  anglers  all,  they 
include  in  their  ranks  not  a  few  of  the  most  able 
exponents  of  the  art  of  angling,  and  with  a  balance  of 
£60  to  their  credit  at  the  bank,  they  should  be  able  to 
continue  the  good  work  they  have  so  constantly 
done  in  so  thorough  a  manner.  It  is  seldom  I  can 
get  away  to  a  meeting  of  any  club,  but  I  managed 
to  squeeze  in  an  hour  at  this — an  hour  well  and 


profitably  spent  on  my  part.  It  was  a  keen  pleasure 
also  to  meet  Mr.  Edgar  Shrubsole  there;  he,  in  re- 
sponse to  an  emphatic  call,  had  a  few  words  to  say, 
which  were  delivered  with  all  his  old  force  and  evident 
command  of  his  subject. 


The  eighteenth  annual  dinner  of  the  New  Albion 
Pzscatorials  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening 
May  28,  at  the  Bridge  House  Hotel,  London  Bridge' 
at  7.30  shaip.  Mr.  Mark  Kinghorne  will  occupy  the 
chair.  Secretary  Harry  Humphries  will  no  doubt 
have  a  "  full  house." 


Last  week  I  said  something  about  a  loving 
mother  mackerel ;  this  week  I  am  able  to  give  you 
"  snakes  !  "  "A  Rhodesian  correspondent  of  a  con- 
temporary writes  :  On  March  28  last  I  sat  a  hen  on 
twelve  eggs.  All  went  well  until  April  9,  when  a 
large  snake  made  its  way  into  the  sitting- house, 
and  after  driving  the  hen  off  her  nest  swallowed  the 
whole  of  the  sitting.  I  shot  the  reptile,  and  on 
openmg  it  up  discovered  that  nine  of  the  eggs  were 
unbroken,  so  I  rinsed  them  in  warm  water  and 
placed  them  back  in  the  nest.  The  hen  took  to 
them  again  quite  calmly.  This  morning  I  found 
that  the  whole  of  the  nine  had  proved  their  fertility, 
and  the  chickens  appear  quite  healthy." 


The  Cheshire  Cheese — noted  for  its  pudding  has 

at  last  a  keen  rival  in  The  Portugal,  where  on  Friday 
of  this  week  a  most  noble  tomato  pudding  formed 
the  principal  item  in  the  menu  of  the  dinner  admir- 
ably served  by  Hostess  Chettle.  That  this  tomato 
pudding  is  the  suggestion  of  a  well-known  angler 
adds  sauce  to  the  dish.  The  new  dish  met  with 
emphatic  approval  at  the  hands  of  the  usual  con- 
vivial crowd,  who  have  made  the  Old  Port  the 
last  port,  and  have  proved  it  a  good  port  in  the 
midst  of  the  Fleet-street  storm. 


Oh  !  the  fisherman  is  a  happy  wight ! 

He  dibbles  by  day,  and  he  sniggles  by  night. 

He  trolls  for  fish,  and  he  trolls  his  lay  

He  sniggles  by  night,  and  he  dibbles"  by  day. 
Oh,  who  so  merry  as  he  ! 
On  the  river  or  the  sea  ! 

Sniggling 

Wriggling 

Eels,  and  higgling 

Over  the  price 

Of  a  nice 

Slice 

Of  fish,  twice 
As  much  as  it  ought  to  be. 
Oh  !  the  fisherman  is  a  happy  man  ! 
He  dibbles,  and  sniggles,  and  fills  liis  can  ! 


Me.  H.  W.  Roberts  sends  the  following  :— 
"  Clwyd  and  Elwy  Fishing.— Conservancy  licences  : 
Season,  salmon,  and  including  trout,  £1.  Season, 
trout,  4s.  6d.  Weekly,  trout,  2s.  Total  cost  of 
licences  and  association  tickets :  Season,  salmon, 
including  trout,  £2.  Weekly  26s.  Trout,  19s.  6d. 
Weekly,  trout,  6s.  All  fish  under  seven  inches  to 
be  returned.  Artificial  fly  only  until  July  1.  No 
fishing  on  Sundays.  Trout  fishing  fairly  good,  but 
trout  do  not  average  above  6  to  lb,  with  fly.  Salmon 
and  sea  trout  fishing  uncertain;  last  year  was 
very  good.  July  is  quite  early  enough  for  these. 
Eels  are  the  only  coarse  fish.  Wading  stockings 
are  necessary  for  Elwy,  but  wading  is  not  allowed 
or  required  on  Clwyd.  Rhyl  is  a  very  good  centre 
to  stay  at.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  answer  any  ques- 
tions on  receipt  of  stamped  envelope." 


This  is  from  Mr.  George  Merry:  "A  friend  of 
mine,  returning  from  America,  relates  that  he  went 
for  a  drive  of  ten  miles  through  a  desolate  country, 
and,  taking  his  horse  out  on  seeing  a  river,  he  cast 
in  his  lines  and  caught  two  large  eels.  Coming 
home  it  got  pitch  dark,  and  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  break  both  his  traces.  He,  having  nothing  else 
to  mend  them  with,  skiimed  the  eels  and  tied  up 
the  traces  with  the  skins,  and  led  the  horse  home. 
On  getting  a  lantern  he  was  surprised  to  find  the 
eelskins  had  stretched  the  distance  of  two  miles, 
and  had  left  his  cart  where  he  had  tied  it  up! 
Fixing  the  skins  to  the  stable  door  he  retired.  At 
dawn  he  saw  his  cart  in  the  yard.  The  eel  skins 
had  contracted  in  the  night,  and  drawn  his  cart 
home." 


Like  other  musical  anglers,  I  have  been  listening 
for  the  voice  of  the  cuckoo.  I  am  not  going  to 
state  when  or  where  I  have  heard  it,  for  such  state- 
ments always  lead  to  controversy.  I  will  say,  how- 
ever, that  anglers  of  an  observant  turn  of  mind 
may  often  add  to  their  knowledge  of  natural  history 
by  observing  the  maxim.  "When  found,  make  a 
note  of,"    It  was  an  angler  who  pointed  out  that 


from  the  cuckoo  was  derived  the  minor  scale,  the 
cuckoo's  couplet  being  the  minor  third  sung 
downwards, 

*  ♦  »  ♦  ♦ 

Another  bird  for  which  I  have  great  affection  is 
the  nightingale.  I  applaud  those  Germans  of 
Cologne  who,  when  a  "  hard-up "  government 
wanted  to  cut  down  and  sell  a  grove  of  trees, 
bought  the  timber  and  kept  it  standing,  so  that 
"the  minstrels  of  the  grove"  might  still  delight 
them  with  music.  The  nightingale's  song — who 
can  describe  it  ?  Bechstein,  the  musician,  has  tried 
to  do  so,  and  I  must  confess  it  looks  rather  queer 
on  paper, 

Z-o-z-o-z-o-z-o-z-o-z-o-z-o-z-o-z-o-z-o-z-o-z-o. 
Zirrhading. 

H-e-z-e-z-e-z-e-z-e-z-e-z-e-z-e-z-e-z-e-z-e  z-e-z-e-z-e- 
z-e-z-e.    Cowar  ho  dze  hoi. 

Higai-gal-gai-gai-gai-gai-gai-gai-gai-gai-gai. 
Guaiagai  coricor  dzio  dzio  pi. 


Give  me  the  clear  blue  sky  over  my  head,  and 
the  green  turf  beneath  my  feet — a  winding  road 
before  me,  and  a  three  hours'  march  to  dinner — and 
then  to  thinking.  It  is  hard  if  I  cannot  start  some 
game  on  these  lone  heaths.  I  laugh,  I  run,  I  leap, 
I  sing  for  joy.  From  the  point  of  yonder  rolling 
cloud,  I  plunge  into  my  past  being,  and  revel 
there,  as  the  sim-burnt  Indian  plunges  head- 
long into  the  wave  that  wafts  him  to  his  native 
shore.  Then,  long-forgotten  things,  like  "  sunken 
wreck  and  sunless  treasures,"  burst  on  my  eager 
sight,  and  I  begin  to  feel,  think,  and  be  myself 
again.  Is  not  this  wild  rose  sweet  without  a  com- 
ment !  Does  not  this  daisy  leap  to  our  heart,  set 
in  its  coat  of  emerald  ! — Hazlitt. 


"Wx  hopx,"  said  a  leading  article  in  a  morning 
paper,  apologetically,  "  that  our  rxadxrs  will  pardon 
thx  appxarancx  of  this  wxxk's  Intxlligxncxr,  and 
thx  sxxmingly  mystxrious  absxncx  of  a  cxrtain 
Ixttxr.  Shooting  Sam  Bibblxr  camx  into  our  ofRcx 
yxstxrday,  and  said  that  as  hx  was  going  shooting 
and  had  no  ammunition,  hx  would  likx  to  borrow 
somx  of  our  typx  for  shot.  Bxforx  wx  could 
prxvxnt  it,  hx  had  grabbxd  all  thx  Ixttxrs  out  of 
thx  rtiost  important  box  and  disappxarxd.  Our 
subscribxrs  can  hxlp  in  rxplxnishing  our  stock  if  all 
thosx  who  wxrx  shot  by  Sam  will  savx  thx  chargx 
whxn  it  is  pickxd  out  of  thxm  and  rxturn  it  to  us. 
Nxvxr  mind  if  it  is  battxrxd  a  httlx." 


A  LITTLE  bird  sat  on  a  telegraph  wire. 
And  said  to  his  mates,  "  I  declare. 

If  wireless  telegraphy  comes  into  vogue 
We'll  all  have  to  sit  on  the  air." 


When  the  clouds  increase  very  fast,  and  accumu- 
late huge  masses  of  vapour,  much  rain,  and  in  sum- 
mer time,  thimder  will  follow.  When  the  clouds 
are  formed  like  fleeces,  but  dense  in  the  middle  and 
bright  towards  the  edge,  with  the  sky  clear,  they 
are  signs  of  a  sharp  frost,  with  hail,  snow,  or  rain. 
When  the  clouds  are  formed  like  feathers,  and 
appear  in  thin  white  trains,  they  indicate  wind ; 
when  formed  into  horizontal  sheets,  with  streamers 
pointing  upwards,  rain  is  prognosticated,  but  with 
depending  fringe-like  filjres  it  is  found  to  precede 
fair  weather.  When  a  general  cloudiness  covers  the 
sky,  and  small  black  fragments  of  clouds  fly  under 
neath,  wet  weather  will  follow,  and  probably  of 
long  continuance.  Two  currents  of  clouds  always 
portend  rain,  and  in  summer  thunder. 


An  eel  was  caught  on  Saturday  last,  measuring 
55  inches,  at  Shefford  Mill. 


Was  Douglas  Jerrold  an  angler  ?  I  trow  he  was, 
or  he  would  not  have  written  the  following  eloquent 
passage: — "Talk  not  of  the  idleness  which  is  full 
of  quiet  thoughts.  Is  it  idle  to  be  up  with  the  day 
— to  feel  the  balmy  coolness  of  a  rich  May  dew — to 
watch  the  coming  splendour  of  the  sun — to  see  the 
young  lambs  leap — to  hear  singing,  a  mile  above 
us,  the  strong-throated  lark,  the  spirit  of  the  scene 
— is  this  idle  ?  Yet  by  some  'tis  called  so.  The 
sluggard  who  wakes  half  the  night  to  lay  lime-twigs 
for  poor  honesty  the  next  day ;  the  varlet  who 
acknowledges  no  villainy  on  the  safe  side  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament — he  calls  one  a  loiterer  and  a  time- 
killer  ;  be  it  so — it  does  not  spoil  the  fishing.  Idle  ! 
why,  angling  is  in  itself  a  system  of  morality  !  " 


Fishermen  in  the  west,  shooting  their  nets  at 
what  thoy  thought  a  school  of  mullet,  caught 
instead  a  mixed  lot  of  mackerel  and  herrings. 

Dragnet. 
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'  Pfovineial  fliigling  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  our  local  rivers  and  streams  are  in  good 
o^-der,  and  trout  fishing  should  be  good.  A  good 
number  of  our  members  have  been  out,  and  a 
number  of  fish  have  been  taken,  but  the  fish  have 
run  very  small.  On  the  Severn,  at  Shrewsbury  and 
down  to  LLncomb  Lock,  fish  have  been  taken  in 
good  numbers.  On  the  Corporation  waters  at 
Whitacre  some  very  nice  fish  have  been  talten.  A 
well-known  local  angler  took  a  nice  fish  of  over  21b. 
last  week,  and  on  the  Malvern  Hall  Estate,  near  to 
Solihull,  took  some  very  nice  fish  near  to  the 
Warwick-road.  The  Good  Intent  Society,  which 
meet  at  the  Saracen's  Head,  Edgbaston-street,  held 
a  meeting  on  Monday  last,  when  they  decided  to 
hold  their  annual  contest  at  Upton-on-Sevem  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  September.  I  am  pleased  to 
know  that  the  Redditch  Society  is  in  a  prosperous 
condition,  but  considering  that  it  is  the  home  of 
the  fish  hook  and  fishing  tackle  industry  the  society 
should  be  more  numerical  than  it  is  at  the  present 
time  ;  they  have  only  1 84  members  on  the  books, 
but  still  they  have  £17  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
society.  This  club's  happy  hunting  ground  is  the 
Avon  at  Salford  Priors  and  Bedford.  Mr.  H.  Wright, 
who  is  very  popular  in  the  Needle  village,  has  been 
re-elected  president.  Mr.  T.  W.  Redford,  the  well- 
respected  hon.  secretary  of  the  Xorthern  Angling 
Association,  was  well  received  on  Saturday  last  at 
the  meeting  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association ;  he  introduced  some  very  im- 
portant matters,  which  were  discussed  at  some 
length,  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  meeting 
was  a  success,  and  that  no  doubt  it  will  lead  to  the 
benefit  of  all  associations  concerned.  We  are  now 
on  better  terms  with  ourselves  as  the  weather  has 
improved ;  it  is  much  warmer,  and  the  country  is 
now  looking  at  its  best. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  streams  were  very  much  affected  last  week 
by  the  hea%-y  rainfall,  but  they  have  now  recovered 
sufficiently  to  enable  trout-anglers  to  get  to  work. 
The  condition  of  the  water  has  been  simply  splendid 
for  bottom  fishing,  and  despite  the  glutting  the  fish 
must  have  received  since  the  floods  came  about, 
the  "  takes  "  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  satis- 
factory. Since  the  warmer  weather  set  in  more 
flies  have  been  seen  on  the  water,  and  the  fish  are 
■  rising  fairly  well  towards  evening.  Those  who  have 
selected  this  time  of  the  day  for  operations  with  the 
fly,  have  taken  from  two  to  three  brace  of  sizeable 
fish,  but,  individually,  they  have  not  run  to  any  great 
weight.  The  prospects  all  round  are,  however,  very 
encouraging,  and  if  the  welcome  change  in  the 
weather  continues,  there  should  be  no  lack  of  sport 
for  some  time  to  come. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fair  sport  has  been  had  during  the  past  week 
on  the  Driffield  Canal  and  the  top  stretches  of 
the  river  Hull,  both  of  which  are  now  in  very  fair 
condition  either  for  fly  or  minnow  fishing.  The 
tidal  waters  have  also  run  down  into  fairly  good  order 
again,  and  from  Hull  Bridge  to  Dimswell  some  good 
catches  of  flounders  and  eels  have  been  made,  some 
of  the  latter  going  lib,  each,  and  former  about  ilb. 
nach ;  Mr.  B.  W'ilson,  a  member  of  the  Victoria 
Angling  Society,  showed  a  nice  trout  of  21b.  4Jdz.  The 
Beverley  Angling  Association  fished  their  first  match 
of  the  season  at  Hull  Bridge,  Messrs.  J.  T.  Thomp- 
son, A.  Clark,  and  J.  Chadwick  taking  the  first 
three  prizes.  The  HuU  Kingston  iVngling  Societj' 
also  fished  their  first  match  at  the  same  place,  Mr. 
G.  Ball  taking  first  prize.  The  combined  committee 
of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamation  and  Preser 
vation  Societies,  who  have  the  management  of  the 
Market  ^Weighton  Canal  Fishery,  have  just  elected 
their  executive  for  1903. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  are  deter- 
mined, if  possible,  to  make  every  angler  welcome 
and  comfortable.  That  is  to  say,  if  anj'  club 
want  one  water  in  particular,  make  the  request 
known  and  see  what  comes  of  it.  'Mr.  George 
Shannon  will  act  as  their  agent  at  Broadheath. 
The  Working  Men's  A.  A.  intend  to  rearrange 
their  fixtures.  The  Jolly  Anglers'  Society  are 
holding  a  special  to  pick  shield  t-eam.  An  eel 
of  41b.  ooz.  has  been  taken  from  Plinston's 
Pool,  Latchford,  one  of  the  association  waters. 
The  Lune  and  tributaries  appear  to  have  been  in 
good  order  for  fishing  during  the  week,  having  had 
rain.  Many  people  will  have  earnestly  desired  to 
have  been  at  Sedbergh  during  the  recent  wet 
weather.  Well,  go  by  all  means,  and  at  the  White 
Hart  they  will  put  you  up  to  all  moves  for  a  good 


day.  Another  wet  week  is  the  report  from  the 
Boihn,  and  has  kept  many  anglers  away.  It  is  now 
in  fine  order  again,  and  the  best  fish  recorded  is 
a  trout  of  lib.  2oz. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  regret  that  we  have  to  Siy 
the  last  good-bye  to  an  old  friend,  Ben  Marshall, 
who  tacklud  up  finally  on  the  loth.  For  many 
years  he  was  a  faithful  servant  of  Mr.  R.  Rams- 
bottom,  who  will  greatly  miss  him.  Himself  an  ardent 
angler  and  sportsman  generally,  it  is  no  wonder 
he  tookgreat  pleasure  in  putting  tackle  in  good  order. 
The  last  delegate  meeting  of  the  C'.P.A.A.  was  well 
attended  and  interesting;  something  like  15,000  fish 
have  been  stocked  during  the  past  winter,  at  a  cost 
of  £200,  and  in  addition  they  have  saved  many 
more  by  attention  when  the  canal  was  drawn  off 
for  repairs.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  decline  to  open 
their  waters  until  June  16,  and  will  start  the  annual 
championship  competition  on  June  27.  Mr.  E. 
Duerr  heads  the  list  of  prize  winners  in  the  open- 
ing match  of  the  Old  Trafford  Angling  Society  with 
1  ilb.,  his  brother,  Mr.  A,  Duerr,  coming  second  with 
lib.  The  Pendleton  Royals  announce  two  matches 
for  J uly  and  August, 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  warmer,  and  the  Trent  has 
receded  in  height.  Trout  anglers  have,  however, 
been  scarce,  and  very  few  fish  are  reported  to 
have  been  met  with.  A  member  of  the  Wellington 
Society,  living  at  Beeston,  informed  me  the 
other  day  that  he  had  scored  with  the  trolling 
minnow  on  the  society's  well-stocked  preserves 
at  Shardlow.  He  took  the  fish  near  Roach 
Island.  Nothing  has  been  done  amongst  salmon, 
and  the  season  looks  as  though  it  will  turn  out  a 
blank.  This  is  much  to  he  regretted  as  the  Trent  is 
a  grand  river  for  the  ascents  and  retention  of  the 
fish.  Years  ago  they  were  almost  as  numerous  as 
minnows.  Holders  of  trout  hcences  fishing  near 
Beeston  and  Fiskerton  are  reported  to  have  hooked 
and  landed  odd  chub  and  bream  with  the  worm,  and 
to  h&ve  retained  them.  This,  if  true,  is  most  un- 
sportsmanlike. A  few  choice  trout  have  again  been 
creeled  on  the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck,  chiefly  with 
bottom  bait,  and  since  the  change  in  the  weather 
sport  ought  daily  to  improve. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Yorkists  deplore  the  death  of  Mr.  George  Hamilton, 
of  Hexham,  Stock  and  Share  Broker,  and  a  prominent 
Wesleyan.  He  was  drowned  in  the  Tvne  on  Mon- 
day afternoon  this  week,  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Xorth  and  South  Tyne  waters.  Mr.  Hamilton  was 
out  fisliing,  and  was  wearing  his  waders.  Fisliing 
in  Leeming  Lock,  on  May  16,  with  live  bait,  two 
York  anglers  had  each  catches  of  pike.  Mr.  Wise- 
man landed  three,  weighing  lOJlb.,  and  Mr.  Rowlson 
had  two,  weighing  5jlb.  Mr.  Darwood  caught  a 
trout  of  over  lib.  in  weight  with  worm,  and  Mr. 
Xicholson  landed  one  of  nearly  l^^lb. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Though  the  weather  has  been  generally  favour- 
able, sport  has  not  been  up  to  anticipation  in  any 
quarter.  The  Cork  rivers  fished  fairly  well,  and  on 
the  Bandon  much  improvement  was  exhibited. 
The  Cork  rivers,  on  the  whole,  appear  to  be  well 
stocked  with  salmon  this  year,  but  some  of  those 
waters  are  running  low  and  need  a  freshening  up. 


"glofes  from  tl)e  Wott^. 


Seals  have  been  very  prevalent  on  the  East 
Coast  of  Scotland  this  spring— not  the  small  native 
poacher  from  Shetland  and  the  west,  but  the  big 
Arctic  fellow,  weighing  a  hundred- weight  and  a  half 
or  so,  and  xisually  known  as  the  harp-seal. 


One — the  fifth  this  season — was  captured  on  the 
Kincardineshire  coast  last  week  by  the  Bervie 
salmon  fishers,  and  the  ciirrent  belief  is  that  they 
come  straight  across  from  Xorway  on  the  hunt  for 
salmon,  lemon-soles,  and  turbot.  They  are  usually 
regarded  as  the  prelude  for  better  times. 

Grilse  are  steadily  increasing  in  numbers,  although 
as  yet  there  have  been  few  captures  in  the  river. 
The  Loggie,  Jeannie,  Jock  Scott,  Blue  Charm,  Silver 
and  Blue,  Silver  Doctor  are  among  the  best  taking 
grilse  lures  in  the  North. 

Mr.  Murray,  Afford,  Donside,  writes  : — "  We  have 
had  one  or  two  good  trouting  days  on  the  Don,  and 
some  good  baskets  have  been  made  with  the  fly,  the 
March  Brown  and  Jungle  Cock  proving  the  best 
killers,  but  very  few  salmon.  I  saw  one  in  the 
pool  last  night,  and  tried  him  with  a  big  Jock — the 
2in.  one  you  sent  me — but  he  would  not  rise." 


5Ir  Harry  Duncan  writes  from  the  Cabrach  :  — 
"  The  anglers  at  tlie  hotel  here  have  all  left  in 
disgust,  and  no  wonder.  We  are  still  in  the  lap  of 
winter  up  here,  and  my  best  basket  to  the  fly  has 
seldom  reached  a  dozen  4oz.  and  6oz.  trout.  The 
prospects,  however,  are  brightening,  and  with  genial 
weather  sport  would  be  rife." 

The  above  extracts  are  from  sportanien  on  the 
respective  spots,  Don  and  Deveron,  and  give  scant 
encouragement  to  anglers  to  expect  great  things  in 
these  parts  as  yet. 


The  death  of  Provost  Welsh,  St.  Andrews,  causes  a 
vacancy  on  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board,  and  several 
very  prominent  names  associated  with  the  fishing 
interest  are  being  freely  mentioned  as  suitable 
candidates.  Only  the  chairman  of  the  Board  is 
salaried,  all  the  rest  get  only  their  travelling  expenses 
to  and  from  Edinburgh. 

The  King  will  come  to  Balmoral  about  the  same 
time  as  last  year,  and  will  stay  for  five  or  six  weeks, 
grouse  dri\'ing  and  deer-stalking,  while  the  Queen, 
after  a  week  or  so  on  Deeside,  will  proceed  to  Den- 
mark in  the  Victoria  and  Albert  either  direct  from 
Aberdeen  or  Leith. 


The  Fishery  Board's  report  for  Scotland,  in  the 
form  of  the  annual  blue  book,  has  just  been  issued. 
Mr.  Calderwood  is  always  practical,  and  his  reports 
worth  reading  and  filing.  The  reutal  of  the  Dee  has 
bounded  up  from  £7,000  to  close  on  £20,000  during 
the  past  thirty  years.  Such  is  the  present  demand 
for  salmon  angling. 


Those  looking  out  for  sea  fishing  on  the  East 
Coast  will  find  Berwick-Eyemouth,  St.  Monans,  in 
the  South,  and  Stonehaven,  Aberdeen,  and  par- 
ticularly Cruden  Bay  and  Peterhead,  in  the  North, 
about  as  good  places  as  could  be  desired  during 
June,  July,  August,  and  September. 

Special  Scotch. 


THE  ANGLEES'  BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY. 


TWENTY-THIED  As'NUAL  REPORT; 

In  presenting  the  twenty-third  annual  balalioe- 
sheet,  the  committee  are  pleased  to  report  very 
appreciable  progress  on  the  part  of  the  society. 
The  cash  balance  has  been  increased  by  the  sub- 
stantial sum  of  £63  Is.  lOd.  This  abnormal  increase 
is  principally  due  to  the  fact  that  in  this  year's 
accounts  the  proceeds  of  three  competitions  appear, 
whereas  in  previous  years  only  two  at  the  most 
have  been  dealt  with.  From  this  source  some  £80 
has  been  realised,  and  the  committee  are  heartily 
grateful  for  the  support  thus  accorded.  The  grants 
this  year  have  been  practically  the  same  as  last, 
which  was  rather  a  light  one.  The  most  gratifying 
feature,  however,  is  the  large  increase  in  member- 
ship. This  now  totals  1904,  the  greatest  in  the 
history  of  the  society,  and  practically  a  hundred  in 
advance  of  last  year.  The  committee  fei»l  strongly, 
however,  that  compared  with  some  6500  privilege 
tickets  issued,  the  number  of  members  to  this 
deserving  institution  is  lamentably  small,  for  to 
practically  seven  who  avail  themselves  of  the 
benefits  of  the  association's  tickets  in  the  way  of 
cheap  travelling  and  fishing  preserved  waters,  only 
two  belong  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  A 
highly  satisfactory  feature  is  the  interest  shown  by 
the  more  wealthy  anglers  bj'  becoming  life  members 
— -this  year  ten  gentlemen  have  paid  the  guinea 
subscription  for  this. 

The  progress  made  during  the  past  year  has  been 
very  encouraging  to  the  committee,  who  a  }'ear 
since  began  to  fear  that  interest  in  the  societj'  was 
flagging  somewhat.  They  would,  however,  point 
out  that  the  proceeds  of  donation  boxes,  though 
showing  a  good  advance  on  last  year,  are  still  some- 
what less  than  were  realised  a  few  years  back  when 
the  membership  was  much  smaller,  and  beg  that 
club  anglers  will  not  diminish  their  goodwill  towards 
the  society.  Increased  membership,  while  pro- 
ducing a  slightly  higher  income  from  subscriptions, 
will  increase  the  liability  to  reUeve  distressed  cases, 
and  it  must  not  be  assumed  from  our  present  satis- 
factory cash  balance  that  the  committee  are  bent 
on  hoarding  money  or  dispensing  relief  with  any 
niggardly  hand.  Some  six  years  ago  our  balance 
was  well  over  £600.  Dm'ing  this  time  we  have  had 
the  rare  good  fortune  to  receive  a  legacy  of  £100,  so 
that  with  a  balance  below  £700  (£63  of  wliich  has 
accrued  this  year),  it  is  obWous  that  in  the  years 
immediately  preceding  the  present  one  we  have 
had  to  encroach  upon  "Reserves"  to  meet  the 
claims  put  forward.    Increased  support  means  an 
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Huntly,  Aberdeenshire. 

Visitors  can  have  comfortable  apart 
ments  at  Alford  House,  Gladstone 
Road. 

Mrs.  COPLAND. 


HOLIDAYS  IN  SCOTLAND 

BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Central  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  HOTEL,  LANGHOLM. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

Anglers  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT  LOCHS, 
excellent  SEA  TROUT  FISHING  in 
estuary  of  the  famous  River  Naver,  and 
good  SEA  PISHING.  Boats  on  all 
lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neigjibourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL  HOTEL,  BY  THURSO,  N.B. 
SHEXLAlSriJ. 

CLOUSTA  HOTEL. 

This  Eirst-class  Coimtry  Hotel  is 
now  open.  The  Brown  and  Sea-Trout 
Fishing  is  the  best  in  the  Islands. 
June  and  July  are  the  best  months  for 
Brown  Trout.  Boats  on  14  of  the  best 
lochs,  some  of  which  are  within  a  few 
minutes'  walk  of  the  Hotel.  Full 
particulars  from  the  Seceetakt. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FiSHINC. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanupe 
Fishery. 

H  A  N  L  O  N'S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom 
modation,  and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers"  board  9s 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  ;  week,  7«  6(f  • 
and  day,  2s.  ed.—to  fish  all  that  stretch  from  tlie 
v\eir  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21s.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  5«.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress 


Good  Free  Fishingr  in  River 
and  Loch. 


Salmon,  Sea-Trout,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch. 

BOARD-RESIDENCE,  CARTREFLE, 
LOCH  MABEN,  N.B. 

Miss  Rutherfurd  has  taken  out  Licenses 
in  Preserved  Water  for  the  benefit  of  her 
visitors. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TKOUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAB, 
FISHING  on  four  loughs — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
Ushing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLAEKE. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43  520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb.  to 
4  lb.  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
12  lb.  and  over.  Very  large  Pike  have  been 
captured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  23itting  rooms 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatoiy' 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate! 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midat  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  applicAtloD.  Special  to  a  Party. 

X.  STANNKES,  Proprietor. 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 

DUNKINEELY,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Five  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishing  v.. 
Oiley  Kiver,  four  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout 
Fishing  on  Stragar  Kiver.  Two  excellent  Brown 
Trout  and  Char  Lakes.GoodSea|Fishing— Pollack 
Mackerel,  etc.  Fishing  free  to  Hotel  Visitors. 
Good  boats  and  men.  Beautiful  scenery.  Five 
minutes  from  Railway.  Good  accommodation. 
Terms  moderate.  Also  4,000  acres  carefully 
preserved  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Woodcock,  Snipe, 
Partridge,  and  Hare  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel.    Can  be  let  at  per  day  or  otherwise. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Pishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhickj 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Eough  Shoot- 
ing. Pishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  Healt. 


OBff  TUB  SX>Ori7. 

The  Donegal  Highlands.  —  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  on  the 
very  bank  of  Gweedore  Eiver,  within 
a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon  pools, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes' 
drive  of  Crolly  Railway  Station. 

Telegrams—VROmiETOR. 


LOUCHS  MASK  &  CORRIB. 

The  Best  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
British  Isles.  Hotel  convenient  to  both 
Loughs;  also  40,000  acres  excellent 
Rough  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel.  All  free  to  visitors.  Terms  in- 
clusive and  moderate.  Apply  Proprietor— 

JMCount    Ga,l>le  Hotel, 

CLONBUR,  IRELAND. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Vfovtlx  Wales. 

f  ovli  V ^'"^E  preserved  for  Visitors. 

Lovely  scenery  ;  600  feet  above  sea  level.  Sir 

a  autf ho^5^''!r'J«^  ■■  ''A  delightful l^t  fol 
a  quiet  holiday  far  from  the  madding  crowd  '  " 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

XT  CEOES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W,,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golt  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ■ 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
'rom  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
n  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request 
T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor 


MERRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fisliing  in  Coron  Lake— the  best  in 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing ;  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
cuisine.— Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


Llandrindod  Wells. 


rock:  hotel 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 
Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  PES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  2d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  a.  HECK 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5';  fortnightly,  £3 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Bertha  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £i  53.  per  week.— "Wadswobth,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


HEALTH  RESORT,  KYLLBURG 

(EIFEL). 

Railway  Station  (rapid  trains  stop),  between 
Cologne  and  Treues, 

EIFELIER-HOF. 

Recommended  First-class  Hotel  Pension.  150 
Rooms.  Every  Modern  Comfort.  Good  Attend- 
ance. Beautifully  situated.  Two  minutes  from 
Promenades  and  Parks,  with  finest  view  over 
the  Valley. 

Open   and    Covered    Verandahs.  Baths. 
Electric  Light.    Lawn  Tennis.  Hunting. 
Fishing. 

Hotel  otvns  ISi  tulles  of  Trout  Fis/iiiig 

oil  the  Kyll  JRlcei: 
Pension  arrangements  (including  rooms)  from 
4  marks. 

W.  SCHULTE,  Proprietor.  H.  STIEL,  Director. 


TO  LET, 

with  early  possession,  THE 

COLDHAM  HALL"  HOTEL 

ON  THE  YARE. 


Favourite  Fishing  station,  with  Gardens 
and  Riverside  premises,  situated  half  a 
mile  from  Bruudall  Station,  on  the  G.E. 
Railway — Norwich  to  Yarmouth  Line. 
One  of  the  largest  summer  resorts  from 
Norwich  and  Yarmouth.    Ferry,  Good 
coal  trade  has  also  heen  done. 
ALSO  the  large  Boat-building  Establish- 
ment with  Two  Cottages  LET  with  the 
above.    Apply  to 
Morgan's  Beewerv  Company,  Ltd., 
King  Street  Old  Brewery,  Norwich. 


GENTLEMAN  residing  on   shores  of 
Lough  Corrib,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Mask,  receives  in  his  private  residence 
a  few 

F»AYING  GUESTS. 

Billiard  table,  piano,  tennis,  boating,  etc. 
Exceptional  references;  very  moderate 
terms.— "H.  L.,"  Lackafirma,  Cong, 
Mayo,  Ireland. 


GRAYLING  FRY. 

■  

■RANTED  IMMEDIATELY.^Some 
Grayling  Fry.— Apply,  with  qpantity 
on  sale,  and  prices,  to  Mr.  Conbad,  57, 
Friday  Street,  London,  E.G. 


<3-aEi»grri7x.x3s. 

Very  Large.  Send  P.O.  (1/3)  for  Sample 
Tin.  The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for 
terms  to  J.  T.  Pickeksgill,  44,  Market 
Place,  Keighley,  Yorks. 


THE 

RIVER  DEE 
FISHERY, 

Corwen,  North  Wales. 

FOR  ANGLING  ONLY. 

Water  strictly  preserved  for  over 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  tlie 
length   of  bank    is    upwards  of 
12  miles. 

SPLENDID  TROUT,  SALMON, 
AND  GRAYLING  FISHING. 


For  copy  of  rules  and  further 
particulars,  apply — 

AV.  J.  Stansfield, 

Corwen,  North  AVales. 


PANGBOURNE. 

OLD-FASHIONED  FREEHOLD  COTTAGE 

2  Reception  and  5  Bedrooms,  and  usual 
offices,  in! capital  state  of  decoration;  old- 
time  Garden  and  Lawn.  Beautifully 
Furnished.  To  be  SOLD  as  it  stands. — 
Agent,  Mr.  W.  H.  Pountney,  6,  The 
Forbury,  Reading. 


I>ox*set. 


SALMON  FISHING 

On  River  Frome,  near  Wareham. 

Apply  to  Geo.  W.  Pbofeit, 

Estate  Office,  Charborough  Park, 
Wareham. 


10'- na^^'  u\^ss 

lantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades  ;  pure  wool ;  stylish,  durable  ; 
unexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suits 
and  costumes  ;  patterns  free.  Thomas 
Copithorne,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN,  ^ 
AND  RUSSIA. 

First-class  Koyal  Mail  and  Passenger  Sleameis- 
Saloons  and  Sleeiring  Accommodation  amid- 
ships. Best  Route  for  Sportsmen  and  Fisher, 
men.— Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO; 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  .11,  Pall  Mall  s 
Ll'MLEY,  NEWTON  &  DOWKLL,  16,  St.  James'. 
Street,  S.W,;  COOK  S,  Ludgate  Circus  ;  or  W.  B. 
BOTT&QO.,  1,  East  India  Avemie,  Londoiii  £.0 
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enlarged  sphere  of  usefulness,  diminished  support 
must  naturally  tend  to  caution,  and  may  cause  the 
committee  to  fear  to  grant  to  members  appealing 
(many  probably  having  been  good  supporters  of 
the  society  in  their  more  prosperous  days)  relief  to 
the  extent  to  which  they  are  deserving. 

Let  us  not  suffer  our  balance  to  diminish,  but 
rather  so  increase  it  that  should  a  time  of  excep- 
tional distress  arise  the  committee  may  not  have  to 
wait  for  an  appeal  to  be  made  to  them,  but  feel 
constrained  to  seek  out  those  who  need  but  who 
hesitate  to  ask. 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY 
AERANGEMENTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
Toui-ist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  to  Wednesday 
cheap  tickets  to  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Wroxham, 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer,  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze, 
Frinton-on-Sea,  Harwich,  Dovercourt,  Felixstowe, 
Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstanton  are  issued 
by  all  trains  from  London  (Liverpool-street)  ;  also 
from  Great  Eastern  suburban  stations  at  same  fares 
as  from  Liverpool-street.  These  cheap  tickets  are 
also  issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station)  and 
Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, Wroxham,  Mundesley-on-Sea,  and  Cromer. 
Cheap  trips  to  the  seaside. — Southend-on-Sea  and 
back,  2s.6d., from  Liverpool-Street,  Fenchurch-street, 
stations  in  the  Great  Eastern  Suburban  District, 
and  North  London  lines.  On  Whit  Monday  through 
fast  trains  will  run  at  frequent  intervals  from 
Liverpool-street,  commencing  at  6.30  a.m.,  and 
from  Fenchurch-street  at  8.13,  8.47,  9.22,  10.8, 
10.50,  and  11.20  a.m.  Through  excursion  tickets 
are  also  issued  from  stations  on  the  Metropolitan  and 
Metropolitan  District  Railways.  Clacton,  Walton, 
Harwich  and  back,  4s.  3d.,  from  Liverpool-street, 
on  Whit  Sunday  at  9.15,  and  Stratford  9.20  a.m.; 
also  on  Whit  Monday  from  Liverpool-street  at 
8.10  a.m.,  calling  at  Stratford  at  8.35  a.m.  Hertford, 
2s.  6d.  On  Whit  Monday  from  Liverpool-street  at 
9.28,  10.5  a.m.,  and  12.50  p.m.,  and  from  St. 
Paacras  and  Kentish  Town  at  9.15  and  10.18  a.m. 
Cambridge,  4s.  3d. ;  Ely,  53.  6cl.  On  Whit  Monday 
from  Liverpool-street  at  8.43  and  11.0  a.m.,  and 
from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  9  15  a.m. 
Yarmouth  and  Cromer. — One  day,  53.  6d.  ;  three 
days,  8s.  6d.  :  six  days,  1  Is.  6d.  X)n  Whit  Monday 
from  St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station)  and  Kentish 
Town  at  6.25  a.m.  To  Yarmouth  only  from  Liver- 
pool-street and  Stratford  at  6  30  a.m.  Broxbourne 
and  Rye  House.  Is.  9d.  Daily  from  Liverpool- 
street,  Bethnal  Green,  Hackney  Downs,  Stratford, 
etc.  On  Whit  Monday  special  trains  will  run  as 
required.  Epping  Forest  daily  from  Liverpool- 
street,  etc.  On  Whit  Monday  a  special  service  of 
trains  will  run  between  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch- 
street,  and  Chingford  and  Loughton  ;  also  between 
Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford.  For  full  particulars  see 
tills. 


Charing  Cross  at  2.30  p.m.  Crystal  Palace  (High 
Level)  on  Whit  Monday.  Cheap  return  tickets  from 
London,  including  admission.  For  full  particulars 
of  the  above  excursions,  extension  of  time  for 
certain  return  tickets,  alterations  in  train  services, 
etc.,  see  special  holiday  programme  and  bills. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  i^sue 
ordinary  as  well  as  excursion  tickets  at  their  City 
and  West  End  offices,  where  tickets  can  be  obtained 
during  the  whole  week  preceding  Whitsuntide. 
Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  at  Clapham  Junction, 
Battersea,  Chelsea,  Kensington  (Addison  Road), 
Hammersmith,  Acton,  Ealing,  and  other  suburban 
stations.  Pamphlets  containing  full  particulars  of 
the  Whitsuntide  excursions,  riverside  bookings, 
and  week-end  arrangements,  will  be  forwarded 
by  the  company's  divisional  ofRiers,  station- 
masters,  or  town  office  agents,  on  receipt  of 
a  postcard  stating  the  information  required. 
Excursions  will  be  run  to  Reading,  Pangbourne, 
Swindon,  Bath,  Bristol, Iltracombe, Exeter,  Torquay, 
Plymouth,  Bodmin,  Falmouth,  Penzance,  Newbury, 
Frome,  Yeovil,  Weymouth,  Channel  Islands,  Oxford, 
Worcester,  Malvern,  Leamington,  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  Birmingham,  Wolverhampton,  Shrewsbury, 
Chester.  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Douglas  (Isle  of 
Man),  Llandudno,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Here- 
ford, Cardiff,  Swansea,  Tenby,  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killarney,  Belfast,  and  many  other  places  in  the 
West  of  England  and  Weymouth  Districts,  the  Mid- 
land Counties,  North  and  South  Wales  and  Ireland. 
In  addition  to  these  excursions,  cheap  trains  will  be 
run  to  London  from  most  of  the  provincial  towns, 
and  between  the  principal  centres  of  population. 
On  Saturday  night.  May  30,  excursion  tickets,  at  a 
return  fare  of  22s.,  will  be  issued  to  Guernsey  and 
Jersey,  by  train  leaving  Paddington  at  9.15  p.m., 
and  on  Friday  night.  May  29,  from  Waterloo  at 
9.50  p.m.  The  service  to  and  from  the  Islands 
being  now  worked  jointly  by  the  Great  Western 
and  London  and  South- Western  Railway  Companies, 
passengers  travelling  on  the  forward  journey  via 
Paddington  and  Weymouth  may,  if  they  so  desire, 
return  via  Southampton  and  Waterloo,  and  those 
proceeding  via  Waterloo  and  Southampton  may 
return  iJia  Weymouth  and  Paddington.  Cheap  tickets 
are  issued  daily  from  London  and  many  subvirban 
stations  to  Staines,  Windsor,  Taplow,  Maidenhead, 
Henley,  Goring,  WallLngford,  and  other  riverside  re- 
sorts. These  tickets  can  be  obtained  throughout  the 
Whitsuntide  holidays,  and  in  fact  during  the  whole 
of  the  summer  months.  The  train  service  to  and 
from  the  riverside  stations  has  been  considerably 
improved.  Cheap  week-end  tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Winchester,  Southampton,  Weymouth,  Cheltenham, 
Ilfracombe,  Dawlish,  Teignmouth,  Torquay,  Dart- 
mouth, Malvern,  Church  Stretton,  Oxford,  Leam- 
ington, Warwick,  Stratford-on-Avon,  Barmouth, 
Llandudno,  etc.  On  the  days  immediately  preceding 
Whit  Sunday  many  of  the  long  distance  trains  will 
be  duplicated,  but  on  Whit  Monday  several  of  the 
up  and  down  expresses  will  not  run,  and  there  will 
be  other  minor  alterations  in  the  services. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  excursions  to  Paris,  vid  Folkestone- 
Boulogne,  or  Dover-Calais,  first  class,  583.  4d., 
second-class,  37s.  6d. ;  third-class,  30s.  ;  available 
by  2.20  p.m.  and  9.0  p.m.  Services  from  Charing- 
rCross  on  May  28,  29,  30,  and  31  ;  also  by  10.0  a.m. 
Service  on  May  30.  Returning  from  Paris  by 
certain  trains  within  14  days.  Cheap  tickets  to 
Brussels  and  back,  via  Calais  or  Boulogne,  223.  2d., 
via  Ostend,  19s.  lid.,  will  be  issued,  available  for 
8  days.  Cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne,  leaving 
Charmg-Cross,  2.20  p.m.  May  30.  Returning  12.0 
noon  or  7.10  p.m.  Whit-Monday  ;  first-class,  2  Is.  Od.; 
third-class,  12s.  6d.  Special  eight-day  tickets  to 
Boulogne  and  Calais.  Saturday  to  Monday 
cheap  tickets  to  Calais ;  and  eight  -  day 
excursions  to  Ostend,  Amsterdam,  the  Hague, 
etc.  Continental  services  will  run  as  usual. 
Cheap  return  tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells.  St. 
Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury,  Whit- 
stable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate, 
Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer, 
Dover,  Folkstone,  Shorncliffe,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  and 
New  Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea),  will  be  issued  from 
London  by  certain  trains  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
May  29  and  30,  available  to  return  on  Wednesday, 
.lune  3.  Cheap  day  excursions  on  Whit  Sunday  and 
Whit  Monday  from  the  principal  London  stations  to 
Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal,  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Gravesend,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whitstable, 
Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs, 
Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc. 
Cheap  day  excursion  to  Aldershot  on  Whit  Monday, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9.24  a.m.  Return  fare, 
33.  Od.,  third-class.  Also  cheap  afternoon  excur- 
sion to  Whitstable  and  Herne  Bay  on  Whit  Sunday, 
leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn  at  2.55  p.m.,  and 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  excursions  will  be  run  from  Euston,  Broad - 
street,  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  Kensington  (Addison- 
road),  Willesden  Junction,  and  other  London  stations 
as  follows: — On  Thursday,  May  28,  to  Dublin, 
Greenore,  Belfast,  Achill,  Ardglass,  Armagh,  Ballina, 
Bray,  Bundoran,  Cork,  Downpatrick,  Dundalk, 
Enniskillen,  Galway,  Groystones,  Keamare,  Kilkee, 
Killaloe,  Killarney,  Limerick,  Listowel,  London- 
derry, Navan,  Newcastle  (co.  Down),  Newry,  Ovoca, 
Portrush,  Rathdrum,  Roscommon,.  Sligo,  Thurles, 
Warrenpoint,  Westport,  Wexford,  Wicklow,  and 
other  places  in  Ireland.  To  return  within  16  days. 
On  Friday,  May  29,  to  Abergele,  Aberdovey, 
Aberystwyth,  Amlwch,  Bangor,  Barmouth,  Bettws- 
y-Coed,  Birkenhead,  Borth,  Builth  Wells,  Carnarvon, 
Chester,  Church  Stretton,  Colwyn  Bay,  Conway, 
Corwen,  Craven  Arms,  Criocieth,  Denbigh,  Dolgelly, 
Harlech,  Hereford,  Holyhead,  Holywell,  Llanberis, 
Llandrindod  Wells,  Llandudno,  Llanfairfechan, 
Llangammarch  Wells,  Llanrwst,  Llanwrtyd  Well^, 
Newtown,  Oswestry,  Penmaenmawr,  Portmadoc, 
Pwllheli,  Rhayader,  Rhyl,  Ruthin,  Shrewsbury, 
Towyn,  Wellington,  Welshpool,  Wrexham,  etc.,  for 
4,  8,  11,  and  15  days.  To  Abergavenny,  Brjinmawr, 
Carmarthen,  Dowlais,  Llandilo,  Llandovery,  Mer- 
thyr,  Swansea,  Tredegar,  etc.,  for  4  or  8  days.  To 
Ashbourne,  Bkkenhead,  Burton,  Buxton,  Chester, 
Derby,  Leicester,  Lichfield,  Macclesfield,  North 
Staffordshire  stations,  Nuneaton,  Rugby,  Tam- 
worth,  Thorpe  Cloud  (for  Dove  Dale),  Whitchurch, 
etc.,  for  4,  6,  and  8  days.  On  Friday  night.  May  29, 
to  Carlisle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Arbroath, 
Ayr,  Balloch,  Ballater,  Banff,  Brechin,  Buokie, 
Callander,  Castle  Douglas,  Crieff,  Cruden  Bay, 
Dufftown,  Dumbarton,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Dunkeld, 


Elgin,  Forfar,  Forres,  Fort  William,  Gourock,  Gran- 
town,  Greenock,  Huntly,  Inverness,  Keith,  Kirk- 
cudbright, Loch  Awe,  Moffat,  Montrose,  Nairn, 
Newton  Stewart,  Oban,  Peebles,  Perth,  Stirling, 
Stonehaven,  Stranraer,  Strathpeffer,  Whithorn, 
Wigtown,  and  other  places  in  Scotland,  returning 
on  June  5,  or  within  16  days.  To  Liverpool,  Black- 
pool, Southport,  Fleetwood,  Lancaster,  Morccambe, 
Maryport,  Carnforth,  the  English  Lake  District,  the 
Furness  Line  stations,  D.juglas  (Isle  of  Man).  vi& 
Liverpool,  etc.,  for  3,  7,  10,  or  14  days.  To  Ashton, 
Batley,  Blackburn,  Blackpool,  Bolton,  Bradford, 
Carlisle,  Carnforth,  Crewe,  Dewsbury,  the  English 
Lake  District,  Fleetwood,  Furness  Line  stations, 
Halifax,  Huddersfield,  Lancaster,  Leeds,  Liverpool, 
Lytham,  Manchester,  Moreeambe,  Northwich,  Old- 
ham, Preston,  Rochdale,  Runcorn,  St.  Anne's, 
Southport,  Stafford,  Stalybridge,  Stockport,  War- 
rington, Whitehaven,  Widnes,  Wigan,  Workington, 
etc.,  for  3,  5,  and  7  days.  On  Saturday,  May  30, 
to  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man),  vid  Fleetwood  (from 
Euston  only),  for  3,  7,  and  10  days.  On  Saturday 
night,  May  30,  to  Birmingham,  Coventry,  Dudley 
Dadley  Port,  Kenilworth,  Leamington,  Northamp, 
ton,  Walsall,  Waiwick,  Wednesbury,  and  Wolver- 
hampton, returning  June  1,  4,  or  5.  To  Ashton- 
Guide  Bridge,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Oldham, 
Stalybridge,  Stockport,  and  Warrington,  for  2,  4„ 
and  6  days.  On  Monday,  June  1  (from  Euston  and 
Willesden),  to  Birmingham,  Coventry,  Dudley, 
Dudley  Port,  Kenilworth,  Leamington,  North- 
ampton, Rugby,  Warwick,  Walsall,  Wednesbury, 
and  Wolverhampton,  for  1,  2,  4,  or  5  days.  On 
Tuesday  midnight,  June  2,  to  Manchester,  for 
4  days.  On  Thursday  midnight,  June  4,  to  Man- 
chester, for  2  days.  For  timas,  fares,  and  full 
particulars,  see  small  bills,  which  can  be  obtained  at 
any  of  the  company's  stations  and  town  offices. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Excursion  tickets  to  Paris,  vid  Southampton, 
available  for  14  days,  or  less,  will  be  issued  from 
London  (Waterloo),  etc.,  on  May  28,  29,  and  30. 
Return  fares :  First-class,  393.  3d. ;  second-class, 
303.  3d.  ;  third-class,  263.  Cheap  tickets  will  also 
be  issued  to  Havre  on  May  29  and  30,  Cherbourg  on 
May  30,  and  St.  Malo  on  May  29.  Return  fares 
(third-class  by  rail  and  second-class  by  steamer)  to 
St.  Malo  and  Havre,  24s.  6d.  ;  Cherbourg,  233.  6J. 
Excursions  will  leave  London  (Waterloo)  and  certain 
suburban  stations  as  follows:  On  Friday  (morning). 
May  29,  for  Basingstoke,  Winchester,  Romsej-, 
Southampton,  Fareham,  Cosham,  Cowes,  etc., 
return  June  8  or  15;  for  Midhurst,  Petersfield, 
East  Southsea,  Portsmouth,  Isle  of  Wight,  etc., 
return  June  3  or  10.  On  Friday  (night).  May  29, 
anl  Saturday  (morning).  May  30,  for  Exeter, 
Exmouth,  Okehampton,  Bade,  Launceston,  Camel- 
ford,  Wadebridge,  Bodmin,  Padstow,  Newquay, 
Tavistock,  Devonport,  Plymouth,  Bideford,  Tor- 
rington,  Barnstaple,  Lynton,  Ilfracombe,  etc.  On 
Saturday  (morning).  May  30,  for  Weymouth,  Port- 
land, Dorchester,  Swanage,  Wimborne,  Andover, 
Stockbridge,  Salisbury,  Downton,  Fordingbridge, 
Sherborne,  Yeovil,  Seaton,  Lyme  Regis,  Chard, 
Budleigh  Salterton,  Sidmouth,  Wells,  Radstock, 
Bath,  Swindon,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  etc., 
return  June  1,  5,  8,  12,  or  15;  for  Southampton 
West,  Brockenhurst,  Christchurch,  Boscombe, 
Bournemouth,  etc.,  return  June  2,  4,  9,  or  11  ;  for 
Lymington,  Yarmouth,  Totland  Bay,  Branksome, 
Parkstone,  Poole,  etc.,  return  June  2  or  9.  On 
Whit  Sunday,  May  31,  for  Bournemouth,  Christ 
church,  Lyndhurst-road,  Brockenhurst,  South- 
ampton West,  Haslemere.  Midhurst,  Petersfield, 
Havant,  Portsmouth,  Ryde,  and  certain  Isle  of 
Wight  stations,  for  1  or  2  days ;  and  to  Farnham, 
Aldershot,  etc.,  for  the  day.  On  Whit  Monday, 
June  1,  for  Weymouth,  Dorchester,  Swanage,  Wim- 
borne, Bournemouth,  Lymington,  Christchurch, 
Brockenhurst,  Lj'ndhurst-road,  Southampton,  Salis- 
bury, Romsey,  Isle  of  Wight,  Winchester,  Ba,sing- 
stoke,  Gosport,  East  Southsea,  Portsmouth,  Havant, 
Petersfield,  Midhurst,  Haslemere,  Aldershot,  etc., 
for  the  day.  For  full  particulars  of  above,  and 
excursions  to  Reading,  Virginia  Water,  Staines, 
Windsor,  Teddington  (for  Bushey  Park),  Kingston, 
Surbiton,  Hampton  Court,  Oxshott,  Cobham, 
Epsom,  Ashtead,  Leatherhead,  etc.,  see  programmes 
and  bills.  Special  fast  trains  at  ordinary  fares  will 
leave  Waterloo  Station  as  follows  :  On  May  29  and 
30  the  principal  express  trains  to  Weymouth, 
Bournemouth,  Southampton,  Portsmouth,  etc., 
will  be  run  in  duplicate  the  first  division  starting  a 
few  minutes  before  the  advertised  time.  On  May  29, 
at  11.35  p.m.  (third-class  only),  for  Salisbury, 
Exeter,  Okehampton,  Tavistock,  Devonport, 
Plymouth,  Bude,  Holsworthy,  Launceston,  Camel- 
ford,  Wadebridge,  Padstow,  Bodmin,  etc.  ;  at 
11.45  p.m.  (third-class  only),  for  Barnstaple, 
Lynton,  Ilfracombe,  Bideford,  Torrington,  and 
other  North  Devon  stations.  On  May  30,  at 
5.45  p. in  ,  for  Salisbury,  Templecombe,  Sherborne, 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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INVINCIBLE"  DRY  FLY  TROUT  ROD 


3  joints,  2  tops  (in  top  cases),  cork  handle,  lockfast  fitting-s,  metal  linings,  steel  snake  rings,  etc.,  etc.  In  divisioned  bag-. 

FRXOZ:     -     -     -     ^3    3  O- 


DRY  FLIES 
A 

SPECIALITE. 
2/6  doz. 


J.  BERNARD  &  SON, 

45,    JERMYN  STREET, 

ST.  JAMES'S,  S.W. 
ONE  DOOR  FROM  DUKE  STREET.  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  FREE. 


BEST 

TAPERED 
CASTS, 

VERY  LONG  LENGTHS, 

1/3  each. 


CUNLIFFE'S 

PA  TEXT    CO.VJIIXA  TIOX 

LIVE  BAIT  CAN  &  PANNIER 


Made  of  Zinc,  Brass,  and  Copper,  with 
Flax  Net.    Thoroughly  Rust  Proof. 

PRICE  -Jl/.  COMPLETE, 


ELLIS  CUNLIFFE, 

FISHINC  TACKLE  DEALER, 

4,  Westmoreland  Street,  Nelson,  Lancashire 

FOR  SALE. 

Superior  11  ft.  English  built  steel  centre 
split  cane  Trout  Rod,  with  2  tops,  lock 
joints,  cork  handle,  etc.,  new  condition, 
London  maker.  Price  28s.  &d.  Also 
Pigskin  Fly  Book  with  large  number  of 
new  Trout  Flies.  Price  12.s.  Will  send 
on  approval.  —  Address,  Pawnbbokeb, 
121,  Mayfair,  Ilford,  Essex. 


COUNTRY  VICAR, 

with  large  private  means,  desires  the 
offer  of  a  Living  in  a  neighbourhood 
where  Fishing  could  be  rented. — Write, 
"M.  A.,"  Box  9,  WiLLiNGS,  162,  Picca- 
dilly, W. 


FOR  SAUE, 

SPLIT  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

lOft.  Cin.  ;  2  top.s,  biohly  finished,  double 
brazed,  suction  joints,  snalie  rincfs,  universal 
winch  fittings,  balanced  handle  ;  weigbt, 
n  ozs.  ;  new  condition.  Price,  22s.  Grf. — 
'GLASLWi-N,'  101,  High  Koad,  Chiswick,  W. 

ROACH  FISHING. 

A\  ANTED,  near  London,  private  water  for 
Two  Rods,  or  shai-e  with  two  more  on  a  good 
piece.— S.  HARDING,  183A,  St.  .John  Street  Road 
EC. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMIVIODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &c. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


ROD  &  GUN 

In  Canada.. 

A  MAGAZINE  OF  SPORT  AND  ADVENTURE 


ROD  &  GUN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY, 
603,  Craig  St.,  Montreal,  Canada. 

(A  S.iinple  f'opy  will  lie  sent  on  apiilioation.) 


ANGLING  SEASON,  1903 

TO  BE  LET  FOR  THE  SEASON. 

SHILBILLER  COTTAGE.  Containing  8  rooms 
kitchen,  pantry,  <tc.,  half  mile  from  Lough  Derg 
Nenagh,  County  Tipperary,  Ireland.  —  Apply  tf 
•JOHN  O'CONNELL,  BallycoUeton,  Nenagh, 
Ireland. 


FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY. 

Magic  Chinese  Fish  bait  (catch  pailfuls 
of  fish),  1/0.  Secret  Pishing  Oils.  Brand- 
lings, Gentles,  Wasp  Grubs,  1/0  per  box. 
Trout  Plies,  1/0  dozen.  Trout  Rods,  5 /6. 
Salmon  Rods',  10/6.  Trammel  Nets,  15 /O. 
Catalogues  free  ;  carriage  paid. — John 
Egglbston,  Naturalist,  Sunderland. 


BAITS  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS.  The  Best 
Early  Bait  for  all  kinds  of  Fish  is  the  CADDIS 
GRUB.   Half  Pint,  Is.  2d.  Free. 

THEAKER,  2,  Broad  Marsh,  Nottingham 


ENGLISH   TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling  vv'aters.  The  othe 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WBEKL  Y.    ILL  USTRA  TED, 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS.  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &,  CO., 
23,  Finch   Lane   Oornhill,  London 

ADDRESS- 
FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.  S.  A. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL,  LONDON. 

MR.  PERCY  HARRISON  HAS  THE  HONOLTR  TO  ANNOUNCE  THAT 

Madame   Adelina  Patti 

(BARONESS  C'ET>ER.STROJI) 

WILL  MAKE  HER  ONLV  APPEARANCE  DURING  THE  SEASON  AT  A 

MORNINO  CONCERT 

«  irrOH  WILL  BE  GI\  EX  IN  THE  ABO\  E  H.\LL  ON 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  28TH,  1903, 

COMMENCING  AT  THREE  O'CLOCK. 

Vocalists-MADAME  ADELINA  PATTI,  MISS  ADA  CROSSLEY,  MR.  WILLIAM  GREEN 

and  MR.  SANTLEY.  ' 
Viohn— M.  YSAYE.  Pianoforte— HERR  WILHELM  BACKHAUS 

Great  Organ— MR.  H.  C.  TONKING. 
Accompanists— MR.  WILHELM  GANZ  and  MR.  FRANK  MUMMERY 


Boxes,  £2  2s.  to  £5  5s.  ;  Stalls,  12s.  6d.  ;  Arena,  10s.  6d. 

Rows  4  to  8,  5s.  ;  Unreserved  Orciiestra,  3s. 


Balcony,  Rows  1  to  .3,  7s.  ; 

.  -    .     ;  Gallery,  2s. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  the  Ticket  Office,  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall,  Kensin<^on 
(Cheques  and  P.O.  Orders  payable  to  Jdr.  Hilton  Carter  )  °  ' 


A.    CARTER   &   CO      Ltd     Fishing  Rod  and  TaeWe 
1,  2,  &  3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  &  137,  St.  John  Street  Road, 

graphic  Address :  "  EiSHQio,  London."     LONDON,  E.C.  Telephone  :  1129  Central. 


Telei 


THE  MOST  NATURAL 
FLIES  TIED. 

The  natural  appearance  of  the  bodies  of 
Flies  made  with  Celluloid  has  never 
been  so  near  perfection.    We  invite  Fly 
Fishers'  inspection  of  these  Flies. 

elloioid  Bodied  Files 

PATENT. 


The  following  patterns  of  Trout  Flies  are 
Stock,  and  can  be  sent  per  return  of  post. 
IMarch  Brown. 
Alder. 

Blue  Winged  Olive. 


Curse. 

Pale  \A'atery  Dun. 
Red  Spinner. 
Medium  Olive. 


Jeiniy  Spinner. 
Black  Ant. 
G  ovenior. 
Badger  yuill. 


Coachman. 
Claret  Spinner. 
Red  Quill. 
Crreenwell's  Glory. 
Black  Gnat. 
Dark  Olive. 
Grannom. 


On  Highest  Quality  Eyed  Hooks,  2/6  per  doz. 


Orange  Quill. 
Cowdnng. 
Pale  Olive. 
Half  Stone. 
Blue  Quill. 
Sherry  Spinner. 
Red  Ant. 
Apple  Green. 
Willow. 

Coch-y-Bondhu. 


Anelera  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fiabln?  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  lU 

HE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOORNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King  Street.  AJfreton. 


MAY  FLIES 

With  Celluloid  Bodies. 


A  Sample  Dozen  of  these  sp  endid  May  Flies  will  be  sent  post  free  on  receipt 
hishers  should  see  these  Fhes  before  getting  their  season's  supply.  The 
comprise  six  patterns,  all  killers. 
1903  ILLUSTRATSD  CATALOGUE 


of  4/6.  AUFly 
Celluloid  Mays 
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Yeovil,  Exeter,  etc.  ;  at  5.50  p.m.,  for  Seaton,  etc.  ; 

\  at  6.55  p.m.,  for  Swanage,  Corfe  Castle,  etc.  On 
Whit  Sunday,  May  31,  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  on  Whit 

,  Monday,  June  1,  at  9.50  p.m.,  for  Weymouth.  For 
full  particulars  of  above,  also  additional  train  and 
boat  accommodation  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and 
altered  trains  during  the  holidays,  see  programmes 
obtainable  at  any  of  the  company's  London  offices 
and  stations,  or  from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E.  Official 
list  of  seaside,  farmhouse,  and  country  lodgings  free 
upon  application  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Line. 


PROPOSED  NATIONAL  FEDERATION 
OF  ANGLERS. 


pfleliminaby  conrerence  convened  by  the 
Northern  Anglers'  Association,  and  held 
AT  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Birmingham, 
May  16,  1903. 

Representatives  present : — Messrs.  Woodruff, 
London  A.A.  ;  Miller  and  Hughes,  Provincial  A.A. : 
Stanton  and  Driver,  County  Palatine  A.A. ;  Calvert 
and  Gray,  Hull  and  District  A.A.  ;  Walker  and 
Gorrell,  Sheffield  A.A.  ;  Fox,  Sheffield  Amalgama- 
tion ;  Sutherland  and  Bedford,  Northern  A.A. ; 
Coles  and  Rabone,  Birmingham  and  District  A.A. ; 
altogether  representing  46,000  anglers.  Telegrams 
and  letters  apologising  for  inability  to  attend,  and 
wishing  success  to  the  movement,  wore  received 
from  Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society,  Worcester 
A.A.,  York  and  District  A.A.,  Bradford  City  A.A., 
Henley-on-Thames  A.  A.,  Northumbrian  Federation, 
and  the  editors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  Anglers^ 
Neus.  Resolved  :  That  Mr.  George  Sutherland  take 
the  chair.  The  chairman  opened  the  meeting  with 
an  exhaustive  statement  of  the  case  in  favour  of 
federation,  and  a  general  discussion  then  took 
place,  especial  attention  being  given  to  a  Bill  now 
before  Parliament,  which  contains  clauses  seriously 
affecting  the  interests  of  bait  fishers,  and  emphasising 
the  necessity  for  united  action.  The  representatives 
present  were  not  in  a  position  to  bind  their  members 
to  any  scheme,  but  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations 
decided  unanimously  to  lay,  and  to  support,  the 
following  recommendations  before  their  respective 
associations,  and  to  report  to  next  meeting. 
Recommendations  : — 1.  That  it  is  desirable  that 
a  National  Federation  of  Anglers  be  established  to 
promote  measures  for  improvement  of  the  Fresh- 
water Fishery  Laws  ;  to  safeguard  anglers'  rights 
and  privileges,  and  prevent  encroachments ;  to 
develop  common  fishing  waters  ;  and  to  deal  with 
other  matters  appertaining  to  angling  which  may 
from  time  to  time  be  brought  forward,  providing 
alwaj  s  that  no  question  shall  be  entertained  which 
interferes  with  the  individuality  of  the  separate 
associations.  2.  1  hat  the  executive  council  shall 
consist  of  representatives  of  large  angling  associa- 
tions, or  of  areas  to  be  mapped  out  according  to 
circumstances,  along  with  a  president,  vice-president, 
treasurer,  and  secretary.  3.  The  executive  council 
shall  meet  once  a  year  ;  the  meetings  shall  be  held 
in  a  different  town  every  year ;  the  officers  shall  be 
elected  at  the  annual  meeting,  retiring  officers 
being  eligible  for  re-election  ;  a  duly  audited  balance- 
sheet  and  report  shall  be  presented.  4.  Business 
between  the  annual  meetings  shall  be  conducted  as 
far  as  possible  by  correspondence,  but  the  officers 
shall  have  power  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the 
executive  council  when  necessary.  5.  The  voting 
shall  be  counted  by  the  number  of  members 
represented  —  one  vote  for  every  thousand  or 
fraction  of  one  thousand  members.  6.  That  the 
railway  fares  of  representatives  shall  not  be 
paid  out  of  federation  fuiids.  7.  That  the  maxi- 
mum subscription  shall  be  lOs.  per  thousand 
members,  and  the  minimum  subscription  10s. 
Resolved :  That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to 
forward  a  petition  to  the  Prime  Minister  in  protest 
against  the  Salmon  and  Fresh-water  Fisheries  Bill 
now  before  Parliament.  Resolved  :  That  Mr.  T.  W. 
Bedford  be  appointed  secretary  pro  tern.  Instruc- 
tions were  given  to  the  secretary  to  forward 
minutes  of  the  meeting  to  those  present,  and  to  all 
who  have  signified  their  approval  of  the  movement, 
along  with  copies  of  the  Bill  before-mentioned. 
Resolved :  That  the  next  meeting  be  held  in  Bir- 
mingham ;  that  the  best  thanks  of  the  meeting  be 
given  to  the  chairman  and  secretary  for  their 
valuable  services. — Thos.  W.  Bedford,  Secretary 
pro  tern. 


"  Alicia,"  a  charming  woman  who  first  appeared 
in  the  pages  of  Scribner's  in  a  story  called  "  Censor," 
reappears  in  the  June  number  in  a  story  entitled, 
"  A  Proffered  Heroine."  The  author,  George 
Buchanan  Fife,  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
New  York  Evening  Post. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTSj 
B.B. — Yes;  an  eel  is  a  fish. 


letters  to  the  Ebttor. 

r  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FISHING  IN  FINLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — My  wife  and  I  intended  to  go  to 
Finland  on  a  fishing  excursion  at  the  end  of  J une, 
in  spite  of  the  rather  unfavourable  accounts  of 
Kajana  given  by  your  correspondents  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Nov.  22,  1902. 

But  the  letter  which  I  enclose,  and  which  I  cut 
out  of  the  Glasgow  Herald  of  May  12,  has  rather 
staggered  us.  Perhaps  you  or  one  of  your  readers 
may  be  kind  enough  to  tell  us  from  personal  know- 
ledge of  Russia  whether,  in  these  circumstances,  it 
would  be  wise  to  take  a  lady  to  a  remote  part  of 
Finland.  I  would  also  be  greatly  indebted  for  any 
information  from  any  angler  who  has  recently  been 
in  Finland.— Yours  truly,  Calamus. 

Glasgow. 

[The  letter  referred  to  by  "  Calamus "  is  an 
anonymous  attack  on  the  Rvissian  Government, 
which,  if  true,  shows  that  things  are  in  a  far  from 
happy  state  in  Finland.  Here  are  one  or  two 
extracts  from  the  letter  in  the  Glasgow  Herald.  I 
do  not  think  that  English  visitors  to  Finland  need 
hesitate  about  going  to  any  part  of  the  country. 
Still  T  should  like  to  hear  from  any  English  angler 
who  can  speak  from  personal  experience. 

From  Glasgow  Herald,  May  12.— Extracts  : — 
"  Helsingfors,  May  7,  1903. 

"Slr,  —  Strongly  impressed  by  the  outrages 
recently  committed  by  the  Russian  Government 
upon  the  personal  liberty  of  Finnish  citizens,  we 
venture,  in  the  name  of  numerous  compatriots,  to 
beg  you  kindly  to  publish  in  the  columns  of  your 
esteemed  paper  the  following  protest. 

•'  At  last  the  Russian  satrap,  to  whose  dictatorship 
the  Czar  has  abandoned  his  Finnish  subjects,  has 
succeeded  in  obtaining  the  power  to  imprison  and 
expel  from  the  country,  or,  still  worse,  to  deport 
to  any  place  in  Russia,  whomsoever  he  pleases, 
without  trial  and  judgment. 

"  Nor  has  he  been  slow  in  availing  himself  of  this 
privilege.  Some  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
Finland  have  in  these  days  been  deprived  of  a  right 
particularly  sacred  to  the  inhabitants  of  every 
civilised  country,  and,  according  to  Finnish  law, 
not  forfeitable  under  any  circumstances— the  right 
of  living  in  th-'ir  native  land.  None  of  them  was 
informed  of  the  oftenca  laid  to  their  charge.  It 
seems  that  the  selection  of  victims  had  been 
determined  chiefly  by  personal  rancour  on  the  part 
of  Russian  officials,  or  based  upon  unconfirmed 
accusations  made  by  irresponsible  spies.  It  has 
even  occurred  that  the  space  reserved  for  the  name 
of  the  exiled,  in  the  order  of  expulsion,  had  not  been 
filled  up  when  the  document  was  presented  to  him. 
The  receivers  of  these  orders  have,  moreover,  been 
subject  to  domiciliary  visits  connected  with  brutal 
violence  and  destruction  of  property,  the  police,  in 
the  absence  of  the  owner,  forcing  their  way  into 
offices,  warehouses,  and  industrial  establishments."  J 

"LEADEN  BULLET  IN  TWO  HALVES," 
ETC.— "MARS  OIL." 

My  dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  above  is  an 
American  article  as  far  as  ray  knowledge  goes.  It 
is  known  as  the  Macinac  "  Sinker,  and  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  &  Co.,  of 
Redditch,  can  supply  them  to  the  trade.  I  am  not 
so  very  sure  about  it,  though,  and  hope  my  old 
Redditch  friends  will  excuse  me  if  I  am  making  a 
misstatement  regarding  them  in  this  matter.  Glad 
to  seo  "Mars  Oil"  has  been  got  hold  of  at  last: 
yes,  it  is  undoubtedly  "muchly  disguised,"  yet  I 
think  train  oil  will  be  found  to  be  the  mam  com- 
ponent part  of  it.  The  "Entomological"  system 
works  allright  in  this  country.- Yours  truly, 

Paul  Tcherkassov. 


BOGUS  "HARDY"  RODS. 
Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  permit  us  to  again 
ask  any  of  your  readers  who  have  been  swindled  by 
some  so-called  "  Hardy"  rod  to  at  once  communi- 
cate with  us.  This  fraud,  we  believe,  is  not  only 
being  perpetrated  in  this  country,  but  also  in  New 
Zealand,  and  we  are  determined  to  put  a  stop  to  it. 
 Yours  truly.  Hardy  Brothers. 

WEIGHING  FISH. 
Dear  Sib,— Mr.  R.  C.  H.  Corfe's  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  16  is  an  admirable  instance 
of  the  way  in  which,  in  all  good  faith,  we  may  cheat 
ourselves  and  others. 


At  first  sight  it  may  appear  that  since  there  are 
two  points  at  which  the  fish  is  suspended  to  the  net 
handle,  and  one  half  its  weight — as  is  the  case  in 
Mr.  Corfe's  sketch — hangs  from  each  point,  the 
strain  upon  each  end  of  the  cord  will  equal  half  the 
weight  of  the  fish.  But  this  is  really  not  so,  the  only 
position  in  which  the  balance  will  show  half  the 
fish's  weight  is  that  in  which  the  two  parts  of  the 
cord  on  each  side  of  the  point  in  it  from  which  the 
fish  hangs  are  parallel ;  as  the  angle  at  this  point 
increases  the  strain  indicated  by  the  balance  in- 
creases too — in  other  words,  the  farther  apart  the 
points  where  the  cord  is  attached  to  the  handle  the 
heavier  the  fish  would  appear  to  be. 

If  the  angle  ADC  on  Mr.  Corfe's  sketch  be  a 
right  angle — and  it  is  one  very  nearly — a  21b.  fish 
would  weigh  by  his  method  twice  the  square  root 
of  2  in  lbs.,  say  21b.  13oz.  I  am  sure  that  no  true 
angler  would  like  to  cheat  himself,  to  say  nothing 
of  his  friends,  to  such  an  extent. 

Forgive  me  if  this  letter  is  too  like  a  lesson  in 
Euclid,  but  the  fact  is  I  am  an  angler  myself,  and 
my  consequent  devotion  to  abstract  truth  compels 
me  to  do  all  I  can  to  protest  against  any  method  of 
weighing  which  might  involve  the  very  slightest 
exaggeration. 

The  method  described  by  "  X."  is  absolutely 
correct  if  the  weight  of  the  stick  is  taken  to  account, 
and  I  am  sure  that  every  angler  would  be  far  too 
conscientious  to  include  this. — Yours  truly, 

.John  T.  Karris. 

[Our  correspondent  "  N "  was  careful  to  point 
out  that  his  suggestion  was  of  course  only  a  make- 
shift, in  the  absence  of  other  means  of  weighing, 
and  that  the  ends  of  the  cord  supporting  the  fish 
should  be  held  close  together  as  in  sketch.  The 
correspondence  has  been  interesting  and  useful,  and 
as  somebody  said  recently  George  Washington  is 
dead  and  no  angler  has  filled  the  vacancy,  but  we 
all  want  to  get  as  near  the  truth  as  circumstances 
permit. — Ed.] 


TO  FIND  THE  WEIGHT  OF  A  FISH  LARGER 
THAN  YOUR  SPRING-BALANCE  DENOTES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  2  there 
is  a  letter  from  "  N."  on  the  subject  of  weighing 
fish  when  the  actual  weight  exceeds  the  maximum 
indication  on  the  balance. 

If  this  method  were  to  be  universally  adopted 
there  would  be  some  excuse  for  taking  fishing 
stories  cum  grano,  since  the  only  occasion  on  which 
it  would  work  is  when  the  two  portions  of  the 
string  are  parallel.  If  they  are  inclined  at  an  angle 
the  indication  on  th3  balance  will  always  be  more 
than  half  the  weight  of  the  fish  ;  for  instance,  if  the 
angle  be  120  degrees,  the  indication  will  be  exactly 
the  weight  of  the  fish,  assuming  that  friction  and 
the  weight  of  the  string  be  disregarded. 

It  is  immaterial  how  long  each  portion  of  the 
string  is.  The  weight  of  the  fish  will  only  be  twice 
the  figure  shown  on  the  balance  in  the  case  where 
the  portions  of  the  string  are  parallel. — Yours 
faithfully,  S.  W.  Burgess. 


EELS  IN  THE  RIVER  LEA,  HERTFORD- 
SHIRE. 

Mr.  Howse,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  celebrated  Amwell 
Magna  Fishery,  kindly  sends  me  this  note  :  — 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  reply  to  your  note  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  16  asking  for  information 
as  to  whether  eels  are  now  caught  in  the  River  Lea, 
I  am  pleased  to  say  that  a  few,  at  any  rate,  are 
still  to  be  had.  Last  Saturday  night,  with  the 
push  of  water  caused  by  the  torrential  rain  of  that 
day,  our  keeper.  Gaunt,  took  a  nice  lot  of  eels  in 
the  trap  at  his  cottage  flood-gates,  some  of  the  fish  . 
weighing  between  41b.  and  51b.  One  fish  came 
through  in  a  mangled  state,  having  possibly  been 
caught  in  a  mill-wheel  higher  up  the  river,  that 
weighed  SJlb.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  elvers  have 
ascended  the  Lea  for  some  years,  the  pollution  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  river  before  it  joins  the 
Thames  being,  I  fear,  too  great  to  allow  live  fish  to 
pass  up  from  the  sea.  I  well  remember  when  the 
elvers  used  to  pass  up  in  countless  thousands. 

So  far  the  capture  of  large  trout  in  the  portion 
of  the  New  River  rented  by  the  Amwell  Magna 
Fishery  has  been  good  ;  already  since  May  1  several 
good  fish  of  from  5!b.  to  61b.  have  been  taken. 
Mr.  John  Hammond  had  two  trout  this  week  with 
the  fly  of  61b.  and  5:^lb.  respectively.  When  are 
you  coming  down  to  try  your  luck  with  the 
"  whoppers  "  ? — Yours  truly, 

Frajsicis  Howse,  Hon.  Sec. 
Amwell  Magna  Fishery. 

[Mr.  Hammond's  brace  of  trout  with  the  fly  is 
the  best  I  have  heard  of  for  a  long  time.  I  aui 
glad  to  hear  of  the  eels.  Will  Mr.  Howse  kindly 
say  if  they  were  all  large  fish  ?  It  is  a  mystery  to 
me  how  they  get  into  the  Lea,  for  its  lower  reaches , 
are  worse  than  the  Thames. — Ed.] 
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EELS  IN  THE  LEA.  1 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  query  re  eels 
in  the  Lea,  last  summer  while  walking  along  the 
banks  of  the  old  river  Lea  at  Hertford  I  saw  a  man 
who  was  Cray  fisliing  catch  an  eel  which  I  believe 
was  over  three  pounds  in  weight.  The  fish  darted 
out  from  under  the  bank  and  went  into  an  old  iron 
pipe  tiiat  was  lying  at  the  bottom  of  the  river, 
which  was  shallow  at  the  spot  (about  two  feet  deep). 
The  man  then  put  his  hards  to  each  end  of  the 
pipe,  lifted  it  up,  and  threw  it  on  the  bank,  when 
out  came  the  eel. — Yours  truly* 

Highbury.  F.  L.  Borthwick, 

[Mr.  Howse  and  Mr.  Peechey,  of  the  Amwell 
Magna  Fishery,  both  kindly  sent  me  word  of  fine 
eels  being  taken  recently  in  the  eel  traps  on  their 
water. — Ed.] 


RESTOCKING  DERWENT  WATER. 
Dear  Sir, — Many  thanks  for  your  kind  note  with 
reference  to  the  efforts  being  made  to  restock 
Derwent  Water  Lake  with  trout.  We  think  there 
is  no  question  as  to  the  amount  of  suitable  food  in 
the  lake,  and  have  always  thought  that  our  fish 
have  not  (with  the  exception  of  during  May  Fly 
time)  been  free  risers  in  consequence  of  the  amount 
of  bottom  food  being  too  great  for  the  present  stock 
of  fish.  The  fish  we  catch  are  in  splendid  condition 
always,  and  if  only  more  could  be  induced  to  rise 
there  would  not  be  better  lake  fishing  in  the  kingdom. 
The  average  size  caught  with  fly  will  be  over  lib., 
and  I  have  caught  them  myself  with  artificial  May 
Flybver  4flb.  If  we  can  only  raise  anything  like 
the  sum  indicated  in  our  appeal,  we  shall  be  able  to 
restock  with  a  large  number  of  suitable  fish  and 
watch  the  spawning  ground  more  thoroughly, 
k  I  hope  you  will  do  what  you  can  to  assist  us  as 
this  is  in  no  sense  a  commercial  speculation,  and 
any  additional  income  we  may  get  from  better 
fishing  will  be  entirely  expended  in  further  improv 
ing  the  fishery. — Yours  truly,  S.  Venour. 

Keswick, 


V  BROOK  TROUT  AND  THE  DETERMINED 
ANGLER." 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  to  know  the  price  of 
the  American  fishing  book,  by  Mr.  Charles  Barker, 
of  Bradford,  "Brook  Trout  and  the  Determined 

Angler,"  and  where  in  London  it  can  be  got  ?  

Yours  truly,  Down  Stream  Fisher. 

[D.  S.  F.  must  I  think  write  to  publisher  of 
Shooting  and  Fishing,  293,  Broadway,  New  York 
U.S.A.— Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  SHETLAND. 
Dfar  Sir, — If  "J."  writes  to  me  at  "Overby,'' 
Burravoe,  Yell,  Shetland,  I  will  be  pleased  to  give 
him  all  particulars  concerning  flies,  etc.,  for  Shet- 
land. I  shall  most  likely  be  up  there  in  a  week  or 
so.— Yours  faithfully,  T.  D.  Bathgate. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  inquiry  in  your  issue 
of  May  9  with  regard  to  fishing  in  Shetland,  "J." 
will  find  comfortable  quarters  either  at  Mr.  James 
Thomason's,  Lochside,  Walls,  or  at  Miss  Georgeson's, 
Forratwall,  Walls.  There  is  also  one  house  where 
good  accommodation  can  be  had  at  Bridge  of  Walls, 
which  is  right  on  Brouster,  the  best  sea- trout  loch 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  saves  two  miles'  walk 
from  Walls,  but  I  cannot  remember  the  address. 

From  inquiries  I  made  when  in  Shetland,  I  think 

either  of  the  following  would  be  worth  trying :  

Clouster  Hotel,  Clouster,  Bixter ;  Miss  Pole  Mid 
Yell ;  Mr.  A.  Robb,  Burravoe,  Yell. 

Most  of  the  lochs  I  tried  could  be  fished  by  wading, 
but  it  is  heavy  work,  the  bottoms  often  being  covered 
with  good-sized  boulders  and  needing  care. 

There  are  a  number  of  local  lures,  such  as  the 
rubber  tube  and  the  "Terror" — a  long  double- 
hooked  fly— both  intended  to  represent  the  sand-eel 
but  for  fly  fishing  I  think  "  J  "  will  find  Red  and 
Teal,  Soldier  Palmer,  and  Zulu  the  best  three 
patterns  to  take  a  stock  of. 

I  fancy  September  would  give  him  better  sea- 
trout  fishing  than  August,  but  much  depends  upon 
the  season  and  the  weather. 

One  season's  experiences  may  not  be  of  much  use 
as  a  guide  to  another,  but  if  "  J  "  cares  to  write  to 
me  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  him  any  further  particulars 
I  can.— Yours  truly,  H.  Vincent  Fedden 

Fern  Hill, 

Henbury,  near  Bristol. 

"BACILLUS  SALMONIS  PESTIS." 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  valuable  paper,  to 
which  I  have  subscribed  many  years,  the  account 
of  the  discovery  of  the  Bacillus  salmonis  peatis. 

As  I  have  had  for  years  a  very  large  aquarium 
containing  bream,  perch,  carp,  roach,  and  goldfish, 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  know  if  any  remedy  for 


the  disease  is  known.  I  find  the  carp  seem  most 
susceptible  to  the  fungus,  which  I  once  thought  was 
caused  by  reason  of  the  hardness  of  the  East  London 
water.  If  you  know  of  any  means  of  preventing 
the  spread  of  this  disease,  I  should  be  very  glad  of 
your  advice. 

I  have  bream,  perch,  and  roach  living  together 
now  over  four  years.  Goldfish  and  carp  do  not  live 
more  than  a  year  as  a  rule. — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Newton. 
P.S.  —  Kmd  regards  to  "Dragnet."  Does  he 
remember  getting  thoroughly  drenched  at  the  Bell, 
St.  Olaves,  whilst  teacliing  Dr.  Patterson,  E.  H. 
Bramley,  and  self  the  mystery  of  ledger  fishing  in 
the  Waveney  ? 

["  Dragnet "  is  still  suffering  from  the  effects  of 
that  wetting.  There  is  no  known  cure  for  the 
salmon  disease.  The  fmigus  on  fish  in  aquaria  has 
been  treated  with  salt,  the  fish  being  taken  out  and 
salt  applied  to  the  infected  parts.  I  have  never 
been  able  to  try  it,  but  I  have  an  idea  that  per- 
manganate of  potash  might  be  very  useful.  Perhaps 
Mr.  Newton  would  try  the  experiment  of  putting 
some  diseased  fish  into  a  small  aquarium  away  from 
strong  light  and  adding  a  little  permanganate  to 
the  water,  and  see  what  effect  it  has. — Ed.] 

GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  IN  JULY  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  response  to  "  E.  M.  P.'s"  inquiry 
of  May  9,  he  can  get  all  he  wishes  for  and  desires 
(unless  he  is  an  extremely  unreasonable  man)  at 
"  Scard's,"  Old  Holywell  Ferry,  near  St.  Ives,  Hunts. 
Scard  is  one  of  the  very  best,  and  will  do  anything 
(and  likewise  his  good  wife  and  daughter)  to  make 
visitors  comfortable,  and  as  for  the  river — well,  it  is 
teeming  with  coarse  fish. — Yours  truly, 

"  Newmanicus." 

COARSE  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  wonder  if  any  of  your  readers 
could  give  me  any  information  on  the  following 
subject.  I  want  some  good  coarse  fishing  in  July 
or  August  at  any  seaside  place  in  either  Cornwall 
Devonshire,  or  North  Wales.  The  combination  of 
coarse  fishing  with  the  seaside  seems  difficult  to 
obtain.  If  you  could  help  me  I  should  be  greatly 
obliged.— Yours  truly,  J.  R,  Graham. 

Bristol. 

[Slapton  Ley  used  to  be  the  great  place  for  coarse 
fishing,  but  it  is  private  now.    Mr.  Graham  should 
write  to  Mr.  Vickery,  Torcross  Hotel,  Dartmouth 
for  particulars  of  his  fishing— pike,  perch,  etc. — but 
I  fear  it  is  not  quite  close  to  the  sea. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  THE  PYRENEES. 
Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  can  give  me  any  information  as  to 
where  (in  the  central  portion  of  these  mountains) 
trout  fishing  may  be  obtained,  and  on  what  terms. 
Whether  the  mountain  streams  are  free  or  preserved! 
Also  the  best  flies  to  use.  and  whether  the  end  of 
June  would  be  a  good  time. 

Perhaps  someone  could  recommend  a  place  in 
Switzerland  (altitude  at  least  2500  feet)  where  some 
fishing  could  be  easily  obtained,  and  what  licences, 
if  any,  are  required  ?— Yours  truly,        "  Tyro." 

THE  BLOOD-WORM  AND  ITS  SPECIAL 
HOOK. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,  — It  appears  to  me  that 
Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov  is  harnessing  a  broad 
gauge  locomotive  to  a  wheel-barrow  in  expending 
so  much  trouble  on  the  invention  of  a  hook  for 
blood-worm  fishing.  I  think  he  will  find,  as  some 
of  the  Irish  loch  fishers  have  found  in  regard  to 
May  Fly  fishing,  that  a  hook  dipped  in  bird-lime 
will  hold  the  blood- worms  sufficiently  for  all  practical 
purposes.  This  is  not  a  new  idea.  I  had  it  from 
Mr.  Edgar  Shrubsole,  and  although  I  have  not  tried 
it,  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  succeed  admirably. 
The  baron  is  not  quite  correct  in  regard  to  the 
lineage  of  the  blood- worm ;  it  is  also  the  larva  of 
Corethra  plumicornis,  the  great  English  gnat,  and 
that,  so  far  as  I  know,  throws  the  biggest  blood- 
worms. A  few  weeks  ago  I  had  to  inspect  the 
bottom  of  the  lake  in  St.  James's  Park,  and  in  the 
mud  I  was  surprised  to  find  any  number  of  these 
curious  red  larvas.  They  are  splendid  fish  food  and 
bait,  but  so  far  as  London  is  concerned  we  could 

do  with  less  of  them  in  their  winged  form.  Yours 

truly,  G.  E.  Simms. 

[If  his  Majesty  finds  the  rainbows  will  not  take 
his  fly,  he  should  remember  the  bird-lime  and  blood- 
worm tip.  Fancy  H.M.  sticking  on  such  a  bait, 
and  his  language. — Ed.] 


hill  m  the  expectation  of  getting  from  thirty  to 
forty  fish  on  a  good  day  of  from  Jib.  to  Ulh.  will 
be  sadly  disappointed. 

I  have  fished  these  lochs  and  the  river  Lennan  in 
two  different  years,  the  last  time  I  was  there  for 
between  four  and  five  weeks,  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  the  exception 
to  get  a  fish  over  Jib.  In  fact,  a  bag  of  thirty  fish 
would  run  about  three  to  the  pound  at  the  outside. 

The  fish  are  handsome  to  look  at,  but  deceitful  as 
to  weight.  I  made  a  practice  of  weighing  every- 
thing that  looked  Jib.  or  more,  and  fish  that  in 
other  circumstances  would  have  weighed  fib.  would 
draw  about  7oz.  The  fish  in  Akibbon  are  soft  with 
a  peaty  flavour,  those  in  Gartan  are  generally 
somewhat  harder  and  better  flavoured. 

I  have  most  pleasant  memories  of  the  place,  and 
hope  to  go  there  again  one  of  these  days,  but  it 
does  a  place  no  good  to  paint  it  in  colours  that  are 
too  vivid. 

There  is  a  choice  of  hotels,  and  Wilkins'  Hotel 
will  be  found  clean  and  comfortable,  the  food 
excellent,  and  the  charges  very  moderate. — Yours 
truly.  John  Dory. 


FISHING  IN  DONEGAL. 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  A.  E.  Pemberton  must  have 
weighed  his  fish  by  the  eye  and  not  by  the  scales 
and  weights,  and  anyone  going  to  fish  at  Qiurch- 


BIG  BANN  BASKETS  OF  TROUT. 
Dear  Sib, — I  enclose  a  cutting  from  the  Belfast 
Evening  Telegraph  of  Monday,  May  18.    I  should 
be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  could  give  me  particulars  with  regard  to  the 

record  Bann  bag  of  trout  therein  referred  to.  

Yours  truly,  "Muggins." 

[The  <;utting  referred  to  says : — "  Mr.  Alex. 
Meenan,  J.P.,  had  a  big  creel  of  trout  at  Straid  last 
week.  I  did  not  get  the  full  particulars,  but  I 
understand  that  it  was  a  very  fine  one.  Mr.  Meenan 
holds  the  record  on  the  Bann,  having  in  one  day, 
four  seasons  ago,  killed  991b.  of  brown  trout."] 

FORMALIN  AS  BAIT  PRESERVATIVE. 
Dear  Sir, — Pure  formalin  or  formaldehyde  should 
be  easily  obtainable  at  any  pharmacautical  chemists, 
or  of  the  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Ltd.,  10,  St.  Mary- 
at-Hill,  London,  E.C.  The  best  is  "Scherings  40 
per  cent.  For  preserving  bait,  minnows,  sprats,  etc., 
a  1  per  cent." — that  is,  one  part  of  formalin  to 
thirty-nine  of  water. 

I  find  it  best  to  clean  and  wash  the  fish,  soak  in  a 
double  strength  solution  for  ten  minutes  or  so,  then 
place  in  bottle  with  the  1  per  cent.  I  have  some 
sprats  in  ordinary  corked  wide-mouth  bottle  for  two 
years,  and  quite  good. 

If  the  formalin  is  mixed  too  strong  the  flesh 
becornes  very  white,  and  unless  washed  before  use 
there  is  a  decided  smell.  Sea  fish  do  not  appear  to 
object  to  it,  and  I  use  it  every  Sunday.  If  bait  is 
only  wanted  for  the  day,  clean  the  fish  and  soak  for 
a  few  minutes  in  a  solution  2  per  cent.,  wring  out  a 
linen  cloth  in  the  solution  and  carry  the  fish  wrapped 
in  it.  It  will  keep  for  days.  One  word  of  caution. 
Formalin  has  a  deleterious  action  on  the  finger-nails, 
causing  them  to  split  in  a  very  curious  manner, 
otherwise  it  is  harmless. — Yours  truly. 

Junior  Piscatorial. 


SEA-TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  END  OF 
AUGUST 

Dear  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  be  so 
kind  as  to  tell  me  where  I  can  get  some  good  sea- 
trout  fishing,  with  a  fair  chance  of  a  salmon  or  two, 
at  the  end  of  August  and  beginning  of  September  ? 
Some  quiet  spot  in  Scotland  for  preference,  where 
the  fishing  is  inexpensive  and  there  is  a  good  inn  or 
farmhouse  accommodation. — Yours  truly. 

Lawyer. 


QUERY  EE  BLOOD-WORMS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  reader  could 
t.ll  me  the  address  of  any  dealer  in  baits  who  could 
supply  me  with  blood-worms,  as  there  are  no  ponds 
in  this  district  which  contain  them.  Also  what 
fishing  there  is  to  be  had  in  or  around  Warwick,  the 
rates  and  conditions  of  same,  and  class  of  fish. — 
Yours  truly,  Warwick. 

FApplv  to  Messrs.  R.  Green,  The  Roof,  Covent 
Garden,  W.C.] 


CADDIS  GRUB. 

Dear  Sie, — We  have  forwarded  to  you  a  box  of 
caddis  grubs  got  from  the  Dover  Beck  trout  stream, 
where  we  turned  a  lot  in  last  year.  We  send  you 
these  as  we  think  the  grub  much  larger.  Any  time 
you  may  want  any  let  us  know,  and  we  will  send 
you  a  box  with  pleasure. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Theaker  aud  Co. 
2,  Broad  Marsh,  Nottingham. 

[They  certainly  are  fine  fellows,  evidently  the 
larva  of  one  of  the  large  sedge  flies. — Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR, 


CoLOUB  OF  Body  of  May  Fly  Varies; 
I  THINK  it  was  Henry  Wade,  author  of  "  Rod 
Pishing  in  Clear  Waters,"  who  first  pointed  out 
the  great  difference  in  the  colour  of  the  bodies  of 
May  Flies  in  different  districts,  and  attributed  it  to 
the  nature  of  the  mud  in  which  the  larva  lives. 
As  a  rule  Hampshire  May  Flies  have  a  light  cream- 
coloured  body  with  a  few  dark  markings,  but  I 
have  seen  flies  from  the  Upper  Lea  and  other 
waters  with  quite  a  dirty  slate  colour  on  the  body, 
and  doubtless  it  is  caused  by  the  nature  of  the  mud 
or  Boil  they  come  from.: 

Monster  Congers — What  is  the  heaviest 
Conger  on  record  ? 

A  correspondent  writes: — "I  wonder  if  any  of 
your  readers  have  ever  tried  the  sea  fishing  at 
Renvyle,  Connemara.  It  is  most  excellent.  There 
is  only  one  hotel  there,  but  you  do  not  want  any 
other.  It  is  kept  by  Mrs.  Blake,  who  is  one  of 
those  who  went  through  the  agitation  of  1879-81, 
when  '  boycotting '  was  at  its  height.  To  anyone 
touring  the  West  of  Ireland  a  visit  to  Renvyle 
should  not  be  omitted.  Conger  fishing  at  night  is 
grand.  One  of  the  fishermen  told  me  they  (the 
conger,  not  the  women)  are  caught  there  from 
101b.  up  to  1201b.  I  told  him  I  was  a  bit  of  a 
'prevaricator'  myself;  but  he  was  right  in  saying 
they  were  big.  One  moonlight  night  I  was  out  in 
a  coracle — a  small  canvas  boat  they  use  round  the 
coast — and  after  some  fair  sport  the  man  hooked  a 
big  fish,  which  later  on  fouled  me.  In  his  struggles 
to  land  the  brute  the  boatman  nearly  upset  the 
boat,  so  I  told  him  to  cut  the  line  and  let  go.  He 
was,  however,  a  keen  sportsman,  and  told  me  he 
would  see  me  '  blowed '  first.  Ultimately  it  broke 
away,  for  which  I  was  thankful,  as  there  would  not/ 
have  been  room  for  us  all  in  the  boat,  and  I  cannot 
swim,  and  have  never  tried  to  walk  on  the  water." 

A  Sad  Culmination — Dissolution  of  the  Culm 
Association. 
This  association,  which  was  formed  at  Uffculm  a 
month  or  two  since,  after  a  public  meeting  in  the 
town,  for  the  protection  and  improvement  of  the 


trout  fishing  in  the  river  Culm,  which  would  have 
restricted  angling  to  fly  fishing,  has  been  dissolved. 
This  latter  step  has  been  taken  owing  to  the  general 
opposition  manifested  to  the  association  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town. — Field. 


Mr.  Kyrke's  Natural  Salmon  Bait  Spinner. 

Mr.  A.  Venables  Kyrke  sends  me  a  very  sensible 
and  strong  spinner  for  use  with  natural  bait  for 
salmon,  the  outcome  of  his  own  experience.  In  a 
letter  sent  with  it  he  says  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  send  a  form  of  tackle 
for  mounting  a  small  trout  or  other  natural  bait 
for  salmon.  The  arming  is  similar  to  that  of  a 
phantom,  which  I  consider  very  much  the  best. 
The  phantom  head  is  cut  away  so  that  the  head  of 
the  bait  can  be  inserted.  The  bait  is  kept  in 
position  by  the  two  moveable  side  hooks.  A  turn 
of  silk,  or,  better  still,  of  very  fine  copper  wire. 


Mr.  Kvrke's  Natural  Salmon  Bait  Spinner. 

aroimd  the  small  groove  or  bend  of  the  hooks,  and 
a  similar  turn  around  the  tail  of  the  bait  keeps  all 
secure,  and  the  flight  can  be  baited  in  a  moment. 
I  have  found  the  natural  bait  far  more  killing  in 
Norway  than  the  artificial  Messrs.  Bernard  &  Son, 
of  Jermyn-street,  have  made  the  tackles  for  me,  and 
with  specially  strong  gut  and  triangles,  which  are 
so  essential  for  dealing  with  big  fish  in  heavy 
Norwegian  water.  I  enclose  a  rough  sketch  in  case 
you  may  consider  it  of  sufficient  interest  to  your 
readers  to  be  worth  reproduction. — Yours  very 
truly,  i'A.  Venables  Kyrke.". 

Dr.  Henshall's  New  Book.' 

The  title  of  Dr.  James  Henshall's  volume  now 
coming  out  in  the  American  Sportsman's  Library, 
'  Bass,  Pike,  Perch,  and  Others,"  does  not  fully 
indicate  its  contents.  In  this  book  of  about  400 
pages,  the  author  has  included  all  the  game  fishes  of 
the  United  States  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
except  the  salmons  and  trouts,  and  the  tarpon,  Jew 
fish  and  other  fishes  of  large  size,  which  are  described 
in  other  volumes.  That  is,  he  has  described  the 
haunts  and  the  habits  of  the  sunfish  family,  the  bass 
family,  the  perches,  minnows,  sheepsheads,  mac- 
kerel, groupers,  grunts,  snappers,  porgies,  grayUngs, 
drums,  and  innumerable  other  miscellaneous  kinds 
of  fish  which  are  caught  in  streams  or  lakes  or  ponds 
or  off  shore.  Forty  years'  experience  has  given  the 
author  opportunity  to  learn  all  that  any  sportsman 
knows  of  these  different  kinds  of  fish  and  the 


methods  of  catching  them,  and  his  book  at  all 
points  indicates  that  the  author  is  drawing  upon  a 
wealth  of  knowledge.  It  will  be  published  by 
the  Macmillan  Co. 

Malcom's  New  Brown  Light  Rubber  Jacket. 

Messrs.  Malcom  &  Co.,  of  3,  Green-street,  Leices- 
ter-square, have  brought  out  a  light  waterproof 
jacket  or  capo  in  which  the  .smooth  rubber  surfac^i 
instead  of  being  black  is  a  brown  colour,  which  i.i 
certainly  much  less  common-looking  and  greatly 
preferred  by  many  of  the  firm's  customers.  Mr.  F. 
Malcom  tells  me  that  in  the  process  of  making  it  is 
subjected  to  the  hot-curing  process,  and  should  be* 
more  durable  and  less  liable  to  stick  together  when 
packed  up.  A  jacket,  38in.  in  length,  weighs  less 
than  a  IJlb.  trout,  and  is  absolutely  waterproof.  I 
was  sorry  to  hear  from  Mr.  Malcom  that  he  has  been 
very  ill  ever  since  last  September,  and  obliged  to  keep 
to  his  bed  most  of  the  time.  Anglers  owe  him 
thanks  for  many  capital  inventions  connected  witli 
waders  and  waterproofs  during  the  past  half 
century. 

"  Cowburn's  Patent  Caster." 
Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  of  Redditch,  send  me  a 
new  patent  dodge  fcr  casting  from  the  reel  and  a 
circular,  in  which  the  objects  and  claims  of  the 
invention  are  thus  described  : —  "  The  object  of  this 
invention  is  to  enable  a  fisherman  to  cast  direct  from 
the  reel  in  place  of  the  old  method  of  either  coiUng 
the  line  upon  the  ground  or  looping  it  round  the 


Open. 


Closed, 


hand.  This  caster  makes  entanglement  and  over- 
running an  impossibihty.  The  stoutest  or  finest 
fine  will  ran  out  steadily  and  evenly  as  the  friction  is 
reduced  to  a  minimum.  It  will  enable  an  inex- 
perienced hand  to  make  a  long  and  true  cast  with 
ease.  To  attach  the  caster,  which  must  be  placed 
about  6in.  above  the  winch  fittings,  only  two  screws 
are  necessary  to  fix  it  to  the  rod.  The  loop  of  the 
caster  must  be  exactly  opposite  the  centre-pin  of  the 
reel.  After  the  cast  is  made  push  the  caster  under 
the  rod,  and  in  that  position  it  acts  as  a  guide  to  the 
Une  when  winding  in.'' 

If  I  have  time  to  try  it  before  the  Fishing  Gazette 
goes  to  press  I  will  report  progress. 

Cottage  at  Pangbourne. 
I  have  not  seen  it,  but  a  friend  at  Reading  tells 
me  the  cottage  advertised  as  for  sale  at  Pangbourne 
is  "a  really  most  attractive  place,'!  in  a  capital 
fishing  district. 

Waste  of  Fish  Life  should  not  be  Allowed. 

Professor  Mcintosh,  whose  "Resources  of  the 
Sea'-  I  noticed  last  week,  writes  to  me  : — 

"Dear  Sir,— While  holding  the  views  as  shown 
in  the  '  Resources  of  the  Sea,'  I  would  allow  no 
waste  of  fish  life.  Shrimp-trawlers,  therefore, 
should  at  once  pass  their  captures  through  sieves, 
and  throw  the  httle  fishes  into  the  water.  The 
killing  of  turbot  and  brill  under  ten  inches  in  stake- 
nets  should  be  forbidden  (they  are  used  as  crab 
bait.  etc.).  Norway  lobsters  should  not  be  trampled 
on  off  the  Forth,  but  returned  to  the  sea  uninjured 
(they  are  a  favourite  food  of  the  cod).  Close 
seasons  for  lobsters,  crabs,  and  shell  fish  should 
hold.  Strict  vigilance  should  be  exercised  on 
oyster  beds,  mussel  beds,  and  cockle  grounds  as 
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regards  size,  trampling,  and  wasteful  methods. 
Mussel  farming  and  cockle  farming  need  attention. 

"  The  only  benefit  which  can  possibly  arise  from 
closure  of  the  three-mile  limit  or  other  area  of  the 
sea  is  that  the  fishermen  can  safely  set  their  lines, 
plaice  and  flounder  nets  without  fear  of  molesta- 
tion, and  go  home  and  leave  them  buoyed  all 
night.  But  this  has  its  disadvantages,  since  storms 
sometimes  sweep  them  all  off,  or  the  fish  may 
hang  for  days  on  the  hooks,  and  are  ultimately 
lost  (in  both  cases). 

"  It  is  very  long  since  the  British  fisheries  have 
been  doomed.    As  yet  there  is  Uttle  sign  of  this 
pessimistic  view  being  verified.— Yours  faithfully, 
"W.  C,  McIntosh." 


Mr.  Halford's  Latest  Patterns  of  Dry  Flies. 

Anglers  who  have  not  been  able  to  get  Mr. 
Halford's  new  patterns  by  return  of  post  will  see 
the  reason  in  the  following  note  from  the  makers, 
]\Iessrs.  G.  Holland  &  Son,  29,  The  Square,  Win- 
chester.   Mr.  Holland  says  : — 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  must  really  apologise 
for  not  thanking  you  sooner  for  your  kind  notice 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  9.  Mainly  through 
it  is  the  cause,  for  we  have  been  so  busy  since  its 
appearance  I  have  had  a  hard  time  of  it,  and  from 
appearances  it  is  likely  to  go  on  for  some  time. 
In  my  opinion  there  is  no  question  of  their 
superiority  over  the  old  patterns  as  we  have 
proVed,  and  doubtless  you  will  soon  find  out  for 
yourself.— Yours  faithfully,        i-G.  Holland,'^ 


A  Fine  German  Work  on  Angling. 

Herr  R.  Oldenbourg,  publisher,  of  Miinich,  Ger- 
many, sends  me  a  copy  of  "Der  Angelsport  im 
Siisswasser,"  by  Dr.  Karl  Heintz.  This  very  hand- 
some work  on  the  sport  of  angling  in  fresh  water 
has  285  illustrations  in  the  text,  and  seven  coloured 
plates  of  fish  and  artificial  flies.  Dr.  Heintz  is  a 
first-rate  angler,  and  his  work  will  be  very  useful  in 
Germany,  and  no  doubt  be  the  means  of  inducing 
many  Germans  and  Austrians  to  take  to  the  sport. 
I  shall  refer  to  his  book  more  fully  on  another 
occasion. 

The  coloured  plates  and  other  illustrations  are 
exceedingly  good.  Of  course  many  of  the  coloured 
imitations  of  our  flies  are  incorrect,  and  there  may 
be  some  ground  for  Dr.  Heintz's  complaint  that 
the  German  fishing-tackle  houses  do  not  import  the 
best  goods. 

Since  writing  these  lines  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  making  Dr.  Heintz's  acquaintance.  He  has 
some  very  useful  and  original  inventions  in  fishing 
tackle,  and  also  in  methods  of  using  it,  which  I 
hope  to  refer  to  next  month. 


A  Portuguese  Navy  League. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  a  Portuguese  Navy  League 
has  been  estabUshed,  with  a  well-produced  and 
illustrated  Bulletin.  The  Portuguese  are  our 
natural  allies. 

'I'he  Army  and  Navy  Stores'  Fishing  Tackle 
Price-List. 

The  new  price-Ust  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Co-ope- 
rative Society,  relating  to  the  No.  8  Fishing  Tackle 
Department,  is  very  complete  and  well  illustrated. 
It  covers  every  branch  of  angUng  in  fresh  and  salt 
water.  The  A.  &  N.  gut  salmon  and  trout  casts  and 
traces  for  this  season  equal  any  I  have  ever  seen,  and 
are  evidently  most  carefully  made,  with  the  ends  of 
gut  at  each  knot  turned  in  towards  each  other — 
not  left  to  stick  out  and  cut  the  hand  or  catch  in 
things.  The  illustrations  are  nearly  all  good,  but 
how  curious  it  is  that  one  so  rarely  sees  a  good  one 
of  an  angler ;  that  on  page  126  is  pretty  bad,  but 
the  lady  on  page  129  is  awful— both  are  evidently 
done  by  an  artist  who  is  no  artist  and  knows 
nothing  about  fishing.  The  excellent  illustrations 
of  sportsmen  in  Messrs.  Burberry's  catalogues  and 
advertisements  have  had  not  a  Uttle  to  do  with  their 
.success.  The  illustration  of  the  angler  playing  a  fish 
in  the  new  A.  &  N.  price-hst  is  not  at  all  bad,  except 
that  the  rod  would  look  more  business-hke  if  thinner. 
In  addition  to  the  price-list  and  particulars  of  rods 
and  tackle,  some  useful  information  is  given  about 
close  seasons,  hcences,  sea-fishing  places,  etc. 

P.  B.  Marston. 


American  I'.'  OKS.— a  Catalogue  of  Aiueiican  books  in  various 
Ueijarinients  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low  ^iaI■3ton 
suid  Vo.,  LimiUd,  St.  Uuustau's  Ilouse,  Fettev  lane,  Louden. 


THE  WEATHER  IN  NORWAY. 


Weekly  Weather  Report  from  Norway.- 

The  following  telegrams  are  to  hand  for  this 
week's  weather  report  and  angling  prospects:  — 

The  Namsen  district  report  indicates  that  the 
river  is  in  good  order ;  the  weather  there  is  mild, 
and  prospects  are  good. 

In  the  Trondhjem  district  the  Gula  river  is  in 
flood,  and  the  nets  in  that  river  are  catching  a  good 
number  of  fish.  The  weather  is  mild  over  the 
whole  of  the  Trondhjem  Amt. 

In  the  Bergen  district  the  weather  is  summer- 
like, and  the  coast  nets  are  catching  fish  very  well 
(possibly  too  well  for  our  rod  anglers). 

In  the  Mandal  district  the  weather  is  decidedly 
mild,  and  there  is  plenty  of  fish  both  on  the  coasts 
and  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers. 

Over  seventy  fish  have  been  caught  on  the  Undal 
alone  since  May  began.  James  Dowell. 

May  26, 


MAY  FLY  NOTES. 


Veritas,"  writing  on  May  23  from  Stanstead 
Abbotts,  says  the  May  Fly  is  coming  on  strong  on 
the  Lea  and  New  River,  but  "  are  rather  a  dark 
colour  yet."  The  first  fly  of  the  season  which 
"  Veritas ''  saw  was  on  May  19. 

Mr.  F.  Dare  Mordle  writes:— 

"  Dear  Sir, — Fishing  to-day  in  Chatsworth  Park 
I  saw  the  first  May  Fly  I  have  seen  rise  from  the 
Derwent.  It  seemed  a  veiy  fine  one,  but  suppose 
it  appeared  so  to  me  in  comparison  to  the  few 
small  Duns  that  were  out.  and  which  I  was  wat  ching. 
I  was  disappointed  in  finding  some  of  the  trout  I 
caught  still  out  of  condition,  for  I  put  back  three 
not  in  fit  condition  yet.  I  caught  them  and  some 
others  chiefly  with  the  Hawthorn  Fly  and  Olive 
Dun.  I  don't  expect  the  May  Flies  will  be  up. 
except  solitary  ones,  for  ten  days  or  a  fortnight, 
but  a  good  deal  will  depend  on  the  weather. 

"May  23.". 

The  first  May  Fly  is  always  an  interesting  little 
stranger.  If  the  geologists  are  right,  the  first  May 
Fly  appeared  when  man  was  still  deep  in  the  womb 
of  the  future. 


"  On  May  7,  on  the  Lambourne,  at  Boxford,  we 
saw  seven  May  Flies.  In  1902  the  first  seen  was 
on  June  3.  "F.  L."- 


"  The  May  Fly  appeared  here  rather  suddenly 
and  briskly  in  the  afternoon  of  May  23 ;  weather 
bright,  with  light  east  wind.  They  were  very 
lively,  rising  at  once.  The  trout  kept  jumping  at 
them  as  they  rose  and  fell,  but  missed  four  out  of 
five.  Previously  I  had  not  seen  one.  but  the 
presence  of  numerous  chaffinches  and  whitethroats 
at  the  riverside  the  day  before  caused  me  to  think 
a  few  were  hatching  out  then,  "  Dorset, 

1' Wareham,  May  25.'2 

"  The  first  hatch  of  May  Fly  I  have  observed  this 
season  on  the  Chess  occurred  this  afternoon  (May  26). 
They  are  not  yet  numerous,  but  the  time  of  appear- 
ance is  quite  normal  for  this  stream. 

i'  Solesbridge,  i'  Bent  Pin.; 

i-'  Chorleywood,". 

Mr.  Grifiiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond  Hotel, 
writes: — "May  Fly  is  with  us  once  again," 

"  May  Flies  are  just  appearing  (May  26).  Whit- 
suntide visitors  will  be  well  in  the  thick  of  it. 
"  Fairford,  "  Chas,  Powell.: 

-"  Gloucestershire," 


Mr.  A.  Venables  Kyrke  writes : — "  On  May  24  I 
saw  thousands  of  May  Fly  on  the  Cherwell  at 
Oxford,'i 

"  Ronald,"  writing  from  York  on  May  26,  says :  — 
"  The  May  Fly  was  seen  for  the  first  time  this 
season  on  May  16  on  one  of  the  tributary  streams 
of  the  Rye  in  Yorkshire,  early  enough  here  for  even 
a  straggler.  Another  belated  specimen  was  ob- 
served last  Saturday  (May  23)  on  Bedale  Beck, 
which  is  a  feeder  of  the  river  Swale,  in  North 
Yorkshire.  Since  then  more  than  one  Ryedale 
angler  reports  its  appearance  in  steadily  increasing 
numbers,  but  say  the  fish  will  not  have  it.  It  is 
more  than  probable  that  by  t'ie  time  ycu  publish 


the  fun  will  have  begun  among  some  of  the  heavy 
Costa  trout,  as  the  rise  of  the  May  Fly  is  usually 
very  good  (both  on  this  stream  as  well  as  on  the 
Pickering  Beck)  about  the  last  few  days  of  May 
and  the  first  week  of  June."- 


Mr.  J.  H.  Boyton  writes: — "The  May  Fly  was 
up  on  Thames  Crowmarsh  Lock  (Benson)  on  May 
26,    I  caught  a  bleak  with  one  to  use  as  bait."- 

Mr.  W.  H.  Rogers  writes  from  Kingston-on- 
Thames: — "On  Monday  afternoon  (May  25)  the 
May  Fly  (both  Green  and  Black  Drake)  was  rising 
freely  on  the  river  Mole  near  Esher."- 

On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Windrush  Mr.  James 
Ogden,  of  Cheltenham,  killed  a  nice  basket  of  trout 
with  the  May  Fly  on  May  18.  Writing  to  me  on 
the  21st,  he  says  he  thinks  the  fly  should  be  on  the 
lower  waters,  and  on  the  Gloucestershire  Coin 
(Fairford),  about  the  28th  or  so.  Odd  flies  were 
seen  on  the  Darenth  as  early  as  May  14. 

The  Green  Drake  (or  May  Fly)  is  now  out  on 
Lake  Derwent  Water,  Keswick.: 


Many  references  to  the  appearance  of  the  May 
Fly  have  been  kindly  sent  in  answer  to  my  request. 
The  various  river  reports  will  give  later  particulari, 

R.  B.  Marston, 


CLOSE  OF  THE  SPRING  ANGLING 
ON  THE  TAY. 


The  spring  salmon  angling  on  the  river  Tay 
practically  closed  on  May  15.  All  things  con- 
sidered, it  has  been  a  very  successful  season,  so 
far  as  the  number  of  fish  caught  is  concerned. 
The  fish  caught  show  a  considerable  improvement 
on  last  year's  catches,  especially  in  the  middle 
reaches  of  the  river. 

Although  the  weather  was  very  severe  when  the 
fishing  opened,  on  January  15  last,  some  thirty- 
three  degrees  of  frost  being  registered  on  some  of 
the  upper  reaches,  still  very  good  sport  was  got 
throughout  the  first  week,  despite  the  ice  in  the 
river.  Towards  the  end  of  January,  however, 
milder,  if  somewhat  dull  and  wet.  weathei'  set  in, 
and  brought  along  with  it  one  of  the  largest  floods 
which  has  been  experienced  on  the  Tay  for  several 
years,  its  highest  level  being  reached  on  Jan.  30, 
when  it  touched  14Jft.  above  the  usual  summer 
level,  causing  considerable  damage  to  embankments 
and  arable  land,  and  inundating  both  the  Inches  at 
Perth,  besides  some  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  town. 
There  is  no  doubt,  also,  that  much  damage  was 
done  to  the  spawning- beds.  The  flood,  however, 
had  the  effect  of  clearing  the  river  of  a  large 
number  of  kelts. 

When  the  net  fishing  opened  on  Feb.  5,  the  river 
was  still  running  very  high,  but  notwithstanding, 
some  four  hundred  fish  were  netted  in  the  Stanley 
district  during  the  first  five  days,  which  was  a 
good  indication  that  the  river  was  well  stocked 
with  fish.  The  river  continued  to  run  in  flood 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  February.  Occa- 
sionally it  came  into  fair  ply  for  about  a  day  at  a 
time;  but  towards  the  end  of  the  month  the 
weather  became  more  unsettled,  and  for  upwards 
of  a  fortnight  continued  very  boisterous,  accom- 
panied with  considerable  rain.  About  the  middle 
of  March  the  weather  improved  somewhat,  and  for 
the  first  time  for  the  season  the  water  came  into 
really  good  ply,  and  anglers  were  hopeful  of  good 
sport.  Unfortunately,  their  hopes  were  short- 
lived, and  within  another  week  there  was  a 
recurrence  of  the  same  boisterous  weather,  and 
another  big  flood  which  came  within  two  feet  of 
the  former  one. 

It  was  well  into  April  before  the  river  again  came 
into  ply.  In  fact,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  April  was : 
the  only  month  in  which  fairly  continuous  fishing, 
was  got,  and  which  contributed  a  large  share  of  the 
sport  obtained.  Angjers  who  had  rented  beats 
during  the  months  of  February  and  March  had 
good  reason  for  being  disappointed  with  their  luck. 

The  most  successful  beat  was  the  Stanley,  which 
yielded  fifty-five  salmon,  weighing  8961b.  This 
water  was  fished  during  January  and  February  by 
Mr.  Alexander  Heyder  and  his  friends.    His  best 
catch  was  got  on  the  opening  day,  when  he  success- i 
fully  landed  three  salmon  of  411b.     This  same^ 
stretch  was  fished  during  JIarch  and  April  by  Mr.  J.  i 
Henry  Douglas,  his  best  day  yielding  four  fish  olj 
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831b.  The  next  most  successful  beat  was  Battleby, 
when  fifty-one  salmon  weighing  901^ib.  were  caught. 
This  beat  was  fished  by  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and 
friends,  the  best  day's  sport  being  got  on  April  17, 
when  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch 
killed  four  fish  weighing  69|lb.  Burnmouth, 
Stobhall.  and  Benchill  beats  together  yielded  forty- 
two  salmon  weighing  733|lb.  Mr.  Harry  Anderson 
fished  this  water  during  January  and  part  of 
February,  his  best  days  being  three  fish  of  591b.  on 
Jan.  16,  and  three  of  similar  weight  on  Jan.  19. 
The  beats  were  afterwards  fished  by  Mr.  Charles 
Biskin,  Mr.  Alex.  Heyder,  Mr.  E.  C.  Gedge  (best 
day,  April  9,  three  fish  weighing  54lb.),  and  Mr. 
A.  M.  Prain  (best  day,  April  17,  three  fish  weighing 
621b.).  Mr.  Rod.  Macdonald  killed  five  fish  weigh- 
ing 84lb.  on  Burnmouth  beat  in  January.  Stobhall 
beats,  which  are  rented  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
were  only  fished  during  a  fortnight  in  April.  Their 
(iraces  caught,  during  that  period,  twenty-one  fish 
weighing  3591b.,  the  Duchess's  best  take  being 
four  fish  weighing  701b.,  on  April  9. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Kay,  Edinburgh,  fished  Delvine  water 
during  the  spring  up  to  April  15,  and  had  first-rate 
sport.  Murthly  beat,  which  was  fished  by  Mr. 
Henry  Peters,  also  yielded  good  sport.  Dunkeld 
water,  rented  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell.  Bart.,  M.P., 
and  Mr.  Shaw  Stewart,  M.P.,  also  yielded  excellent 
sport.  Sir  Herbert  having  over  twenty  fish  to  his 
own  rod,  and  all  with  fly. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  takes  re- 
ported during  the  last  fortnight: — Mr.  Portman, 
fishing  Stobhall  water  on  May  15,  landed  one 
salmon  of  181b.  Fishing  Upper  Stanley  water  on 
May  6,  Mr.  J.  R.  Hutchinson  killed  one  fish  of 
121b.,  and  on  the  lower  beat  on  May  7.  another  of 
18lb.  The  boatman  fishing  Upper  Battleby  water 
on  May  1  had  one  salmon  of  15 Jib.,  and  another  of 
161b.  on  May  2.  Mr.  John  A.  Park,  fishing  Dunkeld 
water  on  May  11,  landed  three  salmon,  of  141b.. 
141b.,  and  111b.;  on  May  12,  one  of  131b.  ;  on 
May  15,  one  of  161b.,  and  on  May  16,  another 
of  141b. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Pearith  has  also  been  very  successful 
on  Dalguise  water,  having  to  his  own  rod  during 
the  past  fortnight,  nine  fish,  averaging  from  15lb. 
to  22ilb.  A.  A. 


CUNLIFFE'S  PATENT  LIVE-BAIT 
CAN,  ETC. 

Mr.  Ellis  Cunliffe.  of  4,  Wesfmoreland-street, 
Nelson,  Lanes.,  has  brought  out  a  very  ingenious 
live-bait  can  and  fish  carrier  combined.  It  is 
made  very  substantially  of  zinc  of  a  convenient 
shape  either  for  strapping  to  the  body  of  the 
angler  or  carrying  by  strap  or  handle  in  the  hand. 
It  consists  of  an  outer  zinc  can  and  an  inner  zinc 
bait  holder;  the  latter  is  so  made  as  to  hang  on 


two  studs,  and  so  has  a  swinging  movement  which 
to  an  extent  prevents  spilling  of  the  water,  unless 
the  can  is  tilted  sideways.  Inside  the  inner  can  is 
a  net  with  a  wire  arrangement  so  that  it  can  be 
opened  or  closed  like  a  purse.  The  baits  are  put 
in  the  net,  and  then  into  the  inner  can  which 
contains  the  water,  and  the  idea  is  that  when  you 
want  a  bait  you  lift  out  the  net  and  select  the  one 
you  wi  nt.  The  inventor  claims  that  there  is  space 
for  fish  you  catch  under  the  inner  bait  holder,  but 
one  uses  a  live-bait  can  chiefly  for  pike  fishing,  and 
this  would  only  do  for  trout  or  perch.  It  is  in- 
genious, but  unless  Mr.  Cunliffe  can  make  it  much 
lighter  and  cheaper,  we  fear  it  will  not  have  a  very 
large  sale.  The  little  illustration  shows  its  general 
shape. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Ready 
price  2«.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Wishing  for  Trout  and  fJrayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland 
"Athenian "  of  the  l'i.-:hing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had 
VOit  free.Jjy  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  low,  Marston  and  Co 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  london. 


HINTS  ON  SEA-TEOUT  ANGLING. 

There  are  in  the  North  of  Scotland  not  a  few 
famous  sea -trout  and  finnock  resorts  where  sport 
may  be  got  during  the  open  season,  from  February  til! 
October.  The  Ythan,  Ugie,  Findhorn,  Deveron,  Dee, 
Spey,  and  Don  are  a  few  that  come  first  to  mind  in 
this  connection,  and  varying  sport  can  at  all  times 
be  had  on  the  tidal  and  lower  reaches  of  these  and 
other  east  coast  streams  according  to  the  season  of 
the  year.  Then  there  are  the  Sutherland,  Ross- 
shire,  and  the  Western  Isles,  and  the  Orkney  and 
Shetland  Islands  farther  north,  which  yield  well 
from  April  and  May  till  the  close  of  the  season,  the 
run  increasing  in  strength  as  the  autumn  months 
advance  and  the  nearness  of  the  spawning  season 
approaches. 

In  some  of  these  rivers,  such  as  the  Ythan  and 
Ugie,  a  good  few  salmon  and  grilse  are  also  got, 
and  the  brown  trout  angling  on  all  is  fair,  good,  or 
excellent,  according  to  the  season  of  the  year,  the 
river  in  question,  and  particularly  the  part  of  it 
fished.  Many  of  these  reaches  are  either  nominally 
free  fishings  or  let  out  by  daily  tickets  at  nominal 
charges  from  2s.  to  5s.  per  day,  or  from  10s.  6d.  to 
£2  2s.  per  season,  the  charges  varying  according  to 
the  sportive  value  of  the  water  and  the  demand, 
which  again  varies  according  to  the  season  of  the 
year. 

The  young  of  the  sea-trout  are  termed  "finnock" 
in  the  north  and  "  whitling"  in  the  south  of  Scot- 
land; while  in  the  Shetlands  and  Orkneys  the 
term  sea-trout  covers  the  whole  of  the  Salmo 
truUa  family.  In  the  early  spring  months  the 
finnock  are  most  en  evidence,  and  again  in  the  later 
summer  and  autumn  months.  They  weigh  from 
Jib.  to  lib.,  and  when  over  that  weight  they  are 
commonly  classed  as  sea-trout.  The  Ugie  yields 
the  heaviest  finnock,  the  average  being  about  a 
pound,  and  not  infrequently  they  run  up  to  one 
and  a  half  pounds,  while  sea-trout  at  four,  five,  and 
six  pounds  are  by  no  means  scarce. 

Wherever  there  is  a  bit  of  tidal  water  with  a  burn 
or  stream  running  into  it  sport  will  be  got  in  that 
place  for  a  certainty,  of  some  kind  or  another. 
The  great  drawback  to  strangers  with  regard  to  these 
and  all  other  tidal  reaches  is  the  tides  themselves. 
It  is  to  them  an  enigma  past  their  finding  out,  and 
without  studying  the  tides  there  is  certainly  no 
sport  where  their  influence  prevails.  Yet  it  is 
simplicity  itself.  At  dead  low  water  the  finnock, 
sea-trout— and  salmon  for  that  matter— have  all 
fallen  back  to  the  lowest  part  of  the  river  nearest 
its  mouth.  With  the  flow  they  begin  to  ascend, 
hunting  for  eels  or  other  food  which  the  flow  of  the 
incoming  tide  stirs  up  from  the  bed  of  the  river. 
From  an  hour  or  so  before  dead  low  water  till  an 
hour  or  so  after  the  turn  of  the  tide  is  the  best 
time  to  fish  all  reaches  and  casts  nearest  the  sea. 
As  the  tide  advances  the  fishing  ground  may  be 
moved  inland,  as  the  fish  are  then  moving  inland 
too,  and  at  the  very  utmost  limits  of  tidal  influence 
the  upper  waters  and  casts  farthest  from  the  sea 
may  then  be  fished  from  an  hour  before  high  water 
till  an  hour  or  so  after  it  is  on  the  turn  again. 

The  sport  is  often  of  the  very  best,  and  if  half  a 
dozen  half-pound  finnock  can  be  creeled  on  an 
average  every  tide  the  lucky  angler  has  little  to 
complain  of.  But  his  average  will  be  nearer  a 
dozen  in  most  places  under  fairlv  good  conditions, 
and  if  fortune  smiles  on  him  201b.,  301b.,  aye.  and 
up  to  401b.,  of  the  finest,  gamest,  and  most  lovely 
fish  will  be  his  now  and  again,  although  he  must 
not  count  on  such  red-letter  days  coming  often. 

The  lures  are  the  ordinary  large  patterns  of 
standard  trout  flies,  with  such  special  patterns  as 
the  Peacock  Terror,  Soldier  Palmer,  Creeper,  and 
such  like  heavily-tinselled  flies.  The  Hare's  Lug 
and  March  Brown  are  fail -me-ne vers,  while  the 
tube  and  worm  are  certain  instruments  of  death  to 
all  who  care  to  use  them.  A  well-scoured  worm  on 
a  Stewart  (with  as  little  lead  as  possible)  is  a  most 
common  bait,  especially  in  a  brown  or  otherwise 
cold  water.  When  the  water  is  clear  the  fly  is  then 
the  lure  of  lures,  and  nothing  can  touch  "it,  either 
with  grilse,  finnock,  or  fresh-run  sea-trout.  Casting 
well  over  the  stream,  a  rise  will  be  got  just  as  the 
fly  crosses  from  the  fast  water  to  the  slack,  and 
from  there  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  basket  will  be 
made. 

There  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  against  sea-trout 
and  finnock  fishing  so  called  in  the  earlier  months 
of  the  year,  when  the  majority  of  the  fish  are  in 
the  kelt  stage,  and  as  such  are  illegal  game.  But 
there  is  always  a  fair  mixture  of  clean  fish,  and  as 


the  season  advances  these  increase  in  number,  so 
that  by  May  and  June  most  of  the  spent  fish  havo 
disappeared,  and  the  fresh-run  beauties  that  come 
up  from  the  sea  with  every  tide  and  work  up  and 
down  with  the  tides  cannot  be  rivalled  anywhere 
for  edible  and  sportive  qualities. 

Stocking  waders  and  fine  tackle  are  essential  in 
clear  waters,  and  in  some  rivers  the  best  baskets 
are  made  by  those  who  can  wade  deepest  and  cast 
farthest.-  A  rod  with  sonie  backbone  and  not 
under  12ft.  is  advisable,  while  for  the  '•  Highland.^ 
and  Islands"  districts,  where  fishing  from  the 
shore  or  rocks  prevails,  a  good  14ft.  greenheart  or 
cane  is  a  sine  qua  non  to  keep  the  fish  free  of 
aquatic  vegetation  while  playing  it.  A  landing-net 
with  a  fairly  long  handle  is  also  necessary  there, 
or  where  wading  ashore  is  risky,  and  at  the  best  a 
waste  of  time.  G.  M. 


SUTHEELAND,  CAITHNESS, 
SHETLAND. 


INEXPENSIVE   SALMON  AND,  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING.- 
By  Augustus  Grimblii; 
Author  of  -'  The^Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,'-  etoj 

CHAPTER  IX.— continued. 

The  Forss  is  let  with  Forss  House  and  its  shootings 
from  Aug.  I,  but  the  spring  angling  is  let  separately 
at  a  moderate  price,  and  anglers  can  get  very  com- 
fortable quarters  at  a  well-built  modem  farm-house 
just  on  the  west  side  of  Forss  Bridge.  AppUcations 
should  be  made  to  Mr.  Alexander  Mackay,  at  Forss 
Houpe,  Thurso,  a  prettily  placed  residence  by  the 
aide  of  the  falls  and  well  timbered,  which,  in  the 
nearly  treeless  county  of  Caithness,  is  a  great 
attraction  to  all  the  small  birds  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, while  as  the  rookery  is  of  remarkable  dimen- 
sions the  spring  angler,  should  he  remain  until  May, 
will  find  plenty  of  use  for  a  rook  rifle.  The  ancient 
house  also  contains  the  two  centuries  old  wooden 
stirrup-cup  of  Forss,  round  which  is  carved  in  curious 
letters  and  quaint  spelling— 

ATT  everey  Bout 
Drink  it  Out. 

As  it  holds  more  than  a  pint,  it  was  probably 
not  filled  with  anything  stronger  than  ale  or  claret. 

The  Fishery  Board  Report  of  1883  states  that  in 
the  previous  year  the  keeper  had  a  day  of  eleven 
fish,  with  a  total  of  forty-six  in  six  days.  In  1884 
the  rod  take  was  200  fish,  and  then  coming  to  more 
recent  times,  in  1892  two  rods  had  ICO  fish  in  March 
and  April ;  in  1894,  other  two  only  had  fifty  in  the 
same  time  ;  in  1898,  Sir  Redvers  Buller  and"  Colonel 
Wyburgh  had  thirty  from  March  1  to  the  middle  of 
April ;  while  in  1 899,  a  very  bad  season,  John 
Black,  the  keeper,  did  not  get  twenty  in  the  whole 
spring.  In  the  good  year  of  1892,  Colonel  Philpotts 
had  the  water,  and  after  a  blank  fortnight,  he  had 
two  successive  days  of  seven  and  five  fish  and  con- 
tinuous sport  afterwards. 

The  mouth  of  the  Forss  is  narrow,  shallow,  and 
rocky,  and  the  bag-nets  there  are  illegally  fixed 
and  much  too  near  to  the  mouth  of  the  river.  In 
order  to  compensate  for  this,  the  lessee  gives  ilr. 
Mackay  an  extra  twelve  hours  weekly  close  time, 
and  thiis  matters  are  pretty  well  balanced.  In 
connection  with  the  Forss.  there  is  also  to  be  found 
one  of  those  anomaUes  which  may  be  sometimes 
heard  of  in  connection  with  a  few  other  rivers, 
for  though  Sir  ToUemache  Sinclair  owns  the  last 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  left  bank  he  has  neither 
angling  nor  netting  rights. 

As  there  is  no  open  or  moderately  priced  fishing 
in  any  of  the  other  rivers  of  Caithness — namely, 
the  Thurso,  Dunbeath,  Berriedale,  Langwell,  and 
Helmsdale,  while  lower  down  on  the  Sutherland 
coast  the  Brora  and  the  Fleet  come  into  the  same 
category — I  will  make  for  the  hotel  at  Lairg, 
the  well-known  and  comfortable  Sutherland  Arms, 
from  which  there  is  occasionally  salmon  fishing  on 
the  Upper  Shin  to  be  had  in  .June  and  July.  All 
depends  on  what  are  the  incUnationg  of  the  lessees 
of  the  Lairg  and  Tressady  shootings,  and  only  a 
letter  to  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  can  discover 
the  exact  arrangements  of  each  season.-  ^Mien  I 
was  last  in  Lairg,  in  June,  1898,  the  hotel  had  the 
water  from  its  exit  from  Loch  Shin  down  to  the 
Big  Falls,  about  two  miles  of  charming  angling,  ou 
'  which  there  are  seven  good  pools,  commencing  with 
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the  Bridge  Pool,  close  to  Loch  Shin,  which  used  to 
be  very  good  in  high  water,  but  is  now  nearly  use- 
less, owing  to  some  trees  on  the  bank  having  been 
cut  down.  Then  comes  the  Tree  Pool,  which  is 
good  in  medium  water.  Lord  Ellesmere's  Pool 
follows  at  a  short  distance,  also  very  good.  The 
Mill  Pool  is  not  of  much  account.  The  Ladies' 
Pool  is  fairly  good.  Hector's  Pool,  a  long,  dull 
one. 

"  The  Stream"  is  divided  into  three  good  casts,  and 
from  it  as  many  as  five  fish  in  the  day  have  been 
taken.  For  sport  in  June  and  J  uly  all  depends  on 
the  weather,  but  if  there  is  plenty  of  rain  to  bring 
the  fish  up  over  the  Big  Falls,  a  fish  a  day  should 
be  averaged  throughout  July.  From  August  to 
the  end  of  the  season  the  angling  is  always  in  the 
hands  of  the  shooting  lessees.  It  is  very  easily 
fished,  and  wading  stockings  are  hardly  necessary, 
while  a  16ft.  rod  will  cover  the  water.  The  fly  is 
the  only  lure  permitted,  the  favourites  being  Jock 
Scott,  the  Black  Doctor — called  the  Cromarty  on 
the  Shin — Childers,  Blue  and  Silver  Doctors,  and 
the  Brown  Dog,  an  invention  of  John  Ross,  the 
head  gilhe  on  the  far-famed  angUng  of  the  Lower 
Shin.  It  is  something  like  a  Childers,  and  is  dressed 
as  follows  : — 

Tag — Silver  twist,  yellow  floss.  Tail — Topping. 
Body — Yellow  mohair  picked  out,  silver  tinsel ; 
half  way  up  body  a  claret  hackle  to  shoulder. 
Wing — Very  spare  of  black  and  white  turkey,  strands 
of  bustard,  two  strands  of  yellow  dyed  swan,  a 
sprig  of  gold  pheasant  ruff,  and  topping  over  all; 
blue  chatterer  cheeks. 

Most  of  the  other  standard  patterns  may  be  used 
successfully,  the  size  on  the  upper  water  varying 
from  an  iron  of  an  inch  and  a  half  down  to  the  very 
smallest.  On  the  lower  water,  which  is  very  early, 
a  three-inch  iron  is  often  used,  and  clean  fish  are 
usually  got  on  the  opening  day,  Feb.  11.  It  is 
curious  to  observe  how  persistently  the  fish  have 
declined  to  ascend  the  Big  Falls  at  an  earUer  date 
than  suits  their  convenience,  for  though  the  falls 
have  been  opened  up  and  the  ascent  made  easy, 
yet  it  is  very  rare  for  them  to  make  the  passage 
before  the  middle  of  May.  Not  very  many  years 
ago  these  falls  were  the  scene  of  a  somewhat  serio- 
comic performance :  A  man  from  Lairg  had 
vanished  suddenly  and  was  supposed  to  have  been 
drowned  in  the  Shin,  and  on  its  being  suggested 
that  his  body  would  probably  be  discovered  under 
the  rocky  Up  of  the  falls,  the  County  Council  sent 
for  a  diver  from  Wick,  who  duly  found  the  object 
of  his  search  and  brought  it  to  bank,  while  reporting 
to  the  onlookers  that  there  was  another  body  under 
the  falls. 

On  being  urged  to  go  down  again  and  recover  it, 
the  diver  peremptorily  decUned,  and  sternly  shaking 
his  head  indignantly  replied  while  getting  out  of  his 
dress  :  "  No,  no  !  I'm  just  paid  only  for  the  one," 
and  off  he  went.  On  the  occasions  when  the  Lairg 
Hotel  does  get  the  angUng,  it  is  usually  let  by  the 
month — £15  for  June  and  £20  for  July,  I  think, 
were  the  charges  when  I  was  last  there. 

The  Oykel,  which  the  natives  tell  me  is  Gaelic  for 
"  the  high  rising  river,"  drains  1.37  square  miles  and 
is  formed  by  the  junction  of  several  small  streams 
welling  from  the  foot  of  Ben  More  in  Assynt.  These 
eventually  expand  into  Loch  Ailsh,  from  the  out- 
flow of  which  angUng  commences  and  extends 
for  some  eighteen  miles  through  the  property  of  Sir 
Charles  Ross,  of  Balnagowan,  until  the  river  falls  into 
the  head  of  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  at  InveroykeL 
About  twelve  miles  below  Loch  Ailsh  are  the  Oykel 
Falls,  which  fish  do  not  ascend  until  the  middle  of 
May.  Between  the  falls  and  the  sea  there  are  about 
seven  miles  of  good  angUng,  which  is  divided  into 
two  beats  and  fished  alternately  by  the  tenant  of 
Langwell  Lodge  and  the  proprietor  of  the  Bridge 
of  Oykel  Hotel.  Two  rods  only  may  fish  each  day, 
and  in  this  interchange  of  beats  the  Sabbath  counts 
as  a  day,  as  by  doing  this  the  order  of  fishing  is 
duly  and  fairly  changed  each  week,  for  unless  this 
was  done,  whoever  had  No.  1  beat  on  Monday 
would  continue  to  have  it  on  Monday  all  through 
the  season.  Wading  trousers  are  wanted.  The  fly 
is  the  only  lure  permitted,  and  the  keepers  or  gilUes 
may  only  fish  in  the  presence  of  their  masters.  A 
landing-net  must  be  used  up  to  May  1,  but  these 
are  served  out  to  the  hotel  giUies,  so  that  there  is 
no  need  for  an  angler  to  specially  provide  himself 
with  one,  although  the  local  nets  are  hardly  made 
large  enough  or  sufliciently  stout  in  the  ring  or  long 
and  stiff  enough  in  the  pole.  The  fish  average  101b., 
though  they  have  been  taken  up  to  22Ib.  ;  grilse 
range  from  31b.  to  51b.  ;  sea-trout,  lib.,  while  the 


brownies  are  black,  lanky  fellows  of  four  or  five  to 
the  pound  and  not  worth  troubling  about.  The  upper 
beat  is  the  best  in  summer,  especially  if  it  is  a  wet 
July — -that  abomination  of  the  grouse  shooter  !  In 
March  and  April  the  lower  one  offers  the  best  sport, 
and  though  the  river  opens  on  Feb.  11  there  is  but 
Uttle  chance  of  a  clean  fish  before  the  middle  of 
March,  and  from  that  time  to  April  20  is  the  cream 
of  the  spring  fishing,  and  during  that  time  each  rod 
should  certainly  get  a  fish  a  day.  The  upper  beat 
includes  a  couple  of  fine  pools  on  the  Einig,  a  large 
tributary  flowing  from  the  Forests  of  Rhidorrach 
and  Corriemulzie,  which  joins  the  main  river  on 
the  right  bank  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  Oykel 
Bridge; 

The  total  length  of  the  upper  beat  is  nearly  three 
miles,  and  commencing  immediately  under  the  falls 
there  are  three  pots,  just  short  casts  with  a  short 
Une  in  very  rough  water,  which  in  July  and  August 
hold  many  grilse  and  sea- trout. 

{To  he  continued.) 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STKEAMS.* 
By  Hj  0,  GuTCLiFFB,  F.R.O.Sj 

{Continued  from  page  354.) 

CHAPTER  Y  ,—continuedi 

I  ALLUDE  to  this  subject  again,  since  I  find 
so  much  spoken  about  the  natural  fly  and  its  imi- 
tation, but  little  about  the  insect  before  arrived 
at  its  maturity.  How  seldom  does  one  imitate 
the  larva  or  pupa  of  the  several  insects  !  Many 
of  them  must  necessarily  be  often  washed  into 
the  water  and  devoured  by  the  trout ;  and  if 
looked  into,  these  will  be  found  more  Uke  some  of 
the  hackle  flies  I  use  than  are  any  flies  in  their 
perfect  state.  I  never  have  attempted  to  imitate 
them,  trusting  to  my  stretcher  simply  as  some- 
thing to  rouse  the  fish  and  attract  him,  with  some 
idea  of  its  being  eatable.  I  never  use  a  winged 
fly  on  a  rapid  stream  for  a  bob,  excepting  the 
March  Brown  I  have  described,  and  this  only  in 
March.  A  winged  fly  washed  by  the  water  looks 
more  like  a  little  roll  of  the  dung  of  a  rat  than  a 
fly — for  the  force  of  the  current  washes  the  wings 
close  round  the  hook.  For  a  stretcher,  as  I  have 
said,  always  select  a  smart  gaudy  hackle  fly.  The 
brighter  the  weather  the  more  gaudy  the  stretcher 
fly  ;  and  in  June  or  July,  sometimes  I  use  a  fly 
made  with  a  body  of  orange-coloured  worsted, 
ribbed  down  -with  yellow  silk,  to  make  it  last  the 
longer,  and  a  hackle  of  a  light  yellow  red,  such 
as  one  can  only  get  from  a  smart  little  bantam 
cock.  This  fly  I  have  found  very  destructive.  In 
low  and  bright  water,  with  these  bright  gaudy 
flies,  I  find  one  need  be  very  quick  with  the  rod 
in  fishing  :  the  sport  becomes  dashing,  one  must 
work  the  flies  quickly  in  the  water,  for  from  their 
greater  conspicuity  they  are  the  more  quickly 
seen,  and  will  be  the  more  quickly  refused  if  one 
let  them  be  still  in  the  water.  The  instant  they 
pitch  they  -will  be  darted  at,  and  as  quickly  must 
the  fish  be  struck.  It  is  just  this  dash  that  I  so 
much  Uke  in  bright  water  fishing — one  never  sees 
the  trout  so  Hvely  or  quick  or  i  gile  as  they  are 
on  a  hot  bright  day  in  July;  and  though  this 
quickness  or  vivacity  may  be  by  some  considered 
an  obstacle  to  sport,  it  is,  in  truth,  a  very  incen- 
tive to  it ;  'tis  a  condition  on  their  part,  which 
the  fisherman  should  strive  to  turn  to  his  own 
account,  and  by  attention  he  will  soon  learn  how  to 
do  it.  If  I  may  be  allowed  the  comparison,  this 
dash  with  the  trout  is  to  the  fisherman  what  he 
and  other  sportsmen  so  highly  prize  with  the  fox- 
hounds. 'Tis  his  highest  charm,  the  fox-hunting 
of  fishing. 

Whilst  I  write,  what  thoughts  flash  back  to 
my  mind  ;  how  vividly  do  I  picture  the  beautiful 
and  homely  English  scenery  on  that  type  of  small 
streams,  the  little  Bray  ;  bubbUng,  merry  little 
fellow  ;  he  always  seems  joyous,  and  by  his  music, 
so  sweet  to  the  fisherman's  ear,  what  a  welcome 
does  he  whisper  to  your  very  heart !    He  Uves  in 


*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Kapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
stretims,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
lane,  London.    Price,  3s.  6d.,  post  free. 


the  midst  of  Nature's  beauties,  selecting,  when  he 
has  acquired  the  power,  after  his  barren  birthplace, 
fat  meadows,  screening  himself  by  the  over- 
hanging bushes,  the  fragile  alder,  the  knotty  thorn, 
and  drooping  nut  bushes— all  made  luxuriant  and 
stimulated  to  healthy  growth  by  his  proximity  ; 
at  one  time  cojashly  meandering  over  smooth 
ground  by  the  side  of  his  brother  woods  (brothers 
they  are  by  name  and  fellowship,  how  still  more  so 
by  association  in  the  minds  of  North  Devonians), 
at  another,  grown  impetuous  by  presumptuous 
obstacles,  dashing  and  foaming  with  contemptuous 
indignation  past  and  over  rocks  and  pebbles,  till 
having  regained  his  wished-for  course,  he  assumes 
the  jolly,  deUghtful  aspect  so  characteristic  of 
his  pleasure-giving  nature.  How  irmocently  he 
lulls  himself  down  in  yonder  pool !  How  pleasing 
his  richness  of  complexion,  differing  from  the 
sickly-white  transparency  of  inferior  streams  as 
does  the  nutty  cheek  of  the  country  damsel  by 
his  side  from  the  unhealthy  pallor  of  the  daughter 
of  cities  !  With  his  temporary  placidity,  how 
pleased  is  Nature  !  See  how  the  trees  luxuriate 
in  the  tender  and  watchful  care  of  him,  as  they 
gently  bow  over  their  protected  one,  nor  permit 
the  sun  to  break  in  on  his  slumbers  but  by  stealthy 
beams  playing  here  and  there  upon  his  surface  : 
how  deUghted  the  choristers  of  the  forest  are ; 
how  they  rejoice  to  tune  their  constant  lays  to 
his  honour :  and  see  the  busy  spider  has  actually 
spim  her  wondrous-wrought  web  from  yon  droop- 
ing branch  over  his  bosom  to  the  adjacent  banks, 
sure  token  of  undisturbed  tranquilUty.  How 
numerous  are  the  gaudy  flies  dancing  along  and 
sporting  joyously  on  his  surface  ;  and,  oh,  reader, 
if  you  can  but  get  your  end  fly  well  under  that 
spider's  web,  just  where  the  beams  of  half-refracted 
rays  are  sportively  playing  on  the  water,  giving 
the  water  itself,  and  a  Uttle  air  above,  a  warm 
golden  hue,  yourself  concealed  and  in  readiness — ■ 
what  a  fine  trout  you  will  surely  catch  ! 

I  know  of  no  stream  in  the  North  of  Devon 
which  may  be  so  surely  relied  on  for  affording 
sport  with  the  rod  and  Une  as  the  Braj- ;  and 
though  the  trout  in  it  are  small,  they  are  neverthe- 
less most  wonderfully  active  and  strong.  I  beUeve 
that  if  this  stream,  together  with  the  rivers  below, 
which  it  joins,  and  the  small  brooks  which  con- 
tribute to  it,  were  well  preserved,  in  a  few  years 
there  would  be  found  abundance  of  fine  troiit  in  it. 

The  little  stream,  commonly  called  the  Nymph, 
which  crosses  the  turnpike-road  at  Bish  Mill,  is 
a  beautiful  stream  for  sport  in  the  early  months,  or 
in  the  autumn  after  rain,  when  it  is  of  a  more  than 
ordinary  size  ;  but  for  bright  water  fishing  during 
the  hot  months  of  the  year,  with  low  water,  it  is  not 
at  all  to  be  reUed  on  for  sport — at  such  times  the 
conditions  before  mentioned  as  requisite  for  sport 
are  not  present,  but,  on  the  contrary,  very  Uttle 
else  than  still  water  will  be  found  in  the  bed  of 
the  river. 

The  upper  part  of  the  Mole,  above  South  Molton, 
is  admirably  suited  for  bright  water  fishing  ;  and 
I  know  of  no  water  on  which  a  beginner  could 
better  learn  the  art  of  up-stream  fishing  as  I  have 
practised  it,  and  endeavoured  to  teach  it,  than 
this  little  stream.  Indeed,  that  portion  of  it  above 
and  immediately  below  North  Molton  will  be  found 
to  be  exactly  the  kind  of  water  I  have  been  so 
particularly  writing  of. 


CHAPTER  VL 

NATlTtAL  BAITS. 

Amongst  natural  baits.  I  shall  first  select  for  dis- 
cussion such  as  are,  in  their  mode  of  usage,  most 
nearly  allied  to  the  artificial  fly,  which,  conse- 
quently, will  be  the  natural  fly,  the  fern  web,  and 
the  cow-dimg  beetle.  Of  these,  the  first-nraned. 
namely,  the  natural  fly,  will  not  detain  us  long. 

Of  natural  flies,  any  which  you  can  catch  near 
the  rivers  will  be  destructive  to  trout  in  the  North 
Devon  streams,  some  more  than  others,  but  all  are 
good  to  the  fish  ;  and  as  far  as  their  power  of 
attraction  is  concerned,  little  can  be  said  against 
them.  I  shall  presently,  however,  say  a  good  deal 
condemnatory  of  them. 

The  time  of  yar  when  these  flies  are  most  in 
requisition  is  in  May  and  the  later  months.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  in  March,  a  March  Brown 
stuck  on  a  hook  will  not  kill  trout  in  our  streams — 
far  from  it ;  but  at  that  time  any  tyro  can  kill  his 
fish  with  the  artificial  bait,  which,  being  used  with 
less  trouble,  is  preferred.  In  May  and  the  later 
months,  the  rivers  are  apt  to  got  low,  and  what 
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before  was  a  rapid  stream  now  becomes  still  water, 
ivith  only  here  and  there,  at  long  intervals,  any- 
thing approaching  a  current  or  eddy  ;  and  these 
so  diflBcult  to  get  at  that  they  are  of  little  service 
to  the  ordinary  fisherman  with  the  artificial  fly  : 
and  for  the  most  skilful,  since  these  places  are  but 
few  and  far  between,  there  really  is  great  decrease 
of  fishable  water :  hence  his  chances  decrease 
^vith  the  fall  of  the  water  and  loss  of  rapids.  He 
has.  in  point  of  fact,  lost  one  of  the  necessary 
conditions  for  certainty  of  sport,  namely,  rapid 
water;  hence  he  taxes  his  ingenuity  to  make  up 
by  skill  for  the  natural  effect  so  powerfully  acting 
against  him.  Well,  there  are  certain  kinds  of 
flies  to  be  caught  in  abundance,  which,  therefore, 
is  a  point  of  importance,  as  the  fisherman  requires 
a  large  stock  of  natural  flies.  Of  these  no  fly. 
perhaps,  beats  the  Mav  Fly,  Oak  Fly,  or  down-hill 
fly.  I  believe  it  is  popularly  known  by  each  and 
ail  of  these  names.  The  last  is  descriptive  of  the 
character  of  the  fly,  which  is  a  good-sized  one, 
with  speckled  wings,  white  and  brownish  ;  these 
■wings  are  flat,  and  stand  out  broadly  from  his 
body.  You  may  see  them  on  trees,  principally 
oak  trees,  or  railings  near  water,  alwaj^s  with  their 
heads  down  hill — that  is,  dependent,  and  they  are 
easily  caught  by  the  hand.  The  Wood  Fly  is  another 
good  one.  Go  into  a  wood,  have  some  horse-dung 
thrown  down  in  a  small  heap  ;  it  will  soon  be 
covered  with  these  flies,  which  may  conveniently 
be  knocked  down  by  the  branch  of  a  bush,  when 
you  can  pick  up  the  crippled  ones  and  put  them 
into  your  box  or  bottle.  The  common  house-fly, 
which  much  resembles  the  latter,  and  the  blowing 
fly,  will  any  of  them  kill.  I  may  here  also  men- 
tion grasshoppers,  of  which  trout  are  very  fond, 
and  eagerly  snatch  at  them,  and  the  wood-louse. 
Now  in  the  use  of  these  natural  flies,  we  must 
remember  that  we  are  limited  to  one  principle  only, 
and  that  is  deception.  Displaying  the  real  fly  to 
tempt  the  trout,  we  cautiously  conceal  the  hook  to 
which  it  is  attached,  the  gut,  line,  rod,  and  its 
owner ;  this  in  still  water  is  not  always  easy,  but 
we  are  much  assisted  by  banks  and  bushes,  or  trees. 

To  fish  with  these  flies  or  grasshoppers,  have  a 
collar  as  long  as  your  rod,  and  of  the  very  finest 
gut  you  can  obtain  ;  let  the  rod  be  fight  in  hand, 
with  top  active,  and  stiff  towards  the  butt,  its 
length  fourteen  feet.    A  double-actioned  rod  is  a 
sad  source  of  trouble.    The  size  of  the  hook,  No;  7. 
The  line  should  be  very  light.    You  can  put  on  one 
or  two  flies  ;  one  is  enough,  just  hitching  him  up 
by  the  back,  with  his  legs  downwards  and  wings 
free,  that  he  may  look  as  nearly  natural  as  pos- 
sible.   You  cannot  conveniently  throw  over-hand, 
as  by  such  movement  your  fly  will  be  whisked  off  ; 
but  you  must  content  yourself  by  stealing  along- 
side the  stream,  and  just  dropping  your  fly  in 
over  any  deep  pit  or  hole,  under,  any  bush  or  by 
any  stone  that  wi'.l  hold  a  large  trout.  Weir 
pools,  where  the  water  is  still,  and  which  have 
bushes  by  their  sides  amongst  which  you  can 
conceal  yourself,  are  perhaps  the  best  places  for 
this  kind  of  work.    Should  a  httle  air  be  stirring, 
you  should  take  advantage  of  its  direction,  and 
allow  it  gently  to  waft  your  fly  in  such  a  way  as 
you  may  desire  it  to  go,  and,  when  on  the  water, 
you  may  sometimes  (particularly  if  you  have  only 
a  short  line  out)  dap  it  up  and  down,  just  making 
it  rise  and  fall  again  into  the  water  as  an  unfet- 
tered fly  would  do  ;  indeed  in  all  you  do  you  have 
but  to  imitate  what  you  can  any  day  see  the 
same  kind  of  fly  doing  on  the  water,  and  at  the 
same  time  remember  that  you  must  do  your  utmost 
at  concealment  of  self  and  tackle.    This  is  dapping 
with  the  natural  fly.    It  is  in  almost  any  river 
a  very  destructive  mode  of  working  for  fish  ;  but 
it  does  not  come  up  to  my  ideas  of  sport.  Its 
principle  is  too  limited.    You  are,  in  its  application, 
too  hampered — too  restrained  to  particularities  ; 
there  is  no  scope  for  diversity  ;  and  there  is  alto- 
gether about  it  something  so  pottering  and  slow, 
and  so  bothering  and  fidgeting,  in  everlastingly 
putting  on  fresh  flies,  that  I  do  not  like  it.    I  leave 
you,  after  what  I  have  said,  to  please  yourself, 
reader.     I  can  assure  you  the  method  is  simple 
enough,  more  simple  than  any,  and  certain,  too,  of 
taking  large  trout,  but  it  is  tame  and  uninteresting, 
uninstructive,  and-  unsatisfactory  to  your  mind  ; 
and  if  the  pot  be  what  you  wish  to  supply  at  the 
same  time  that  you  obtain  your  sport,  bear  with 
me  awhile  patiently,  and  I  will  assuredly  conduct 
you  by  a  more  pleasing  course  to  your  wished-for 
gratification, 

{To  be  continued.) 


COAKSE  FISHING  IN  THE  GEEAT 
WESTEKN  EAILWAY  CANAL 
AT  TAUNTON,  DUESTON,  AND 
BEIDGWATEE  EESPECTIVELY ; 
ALSO  AT  HIGHBEIDGE  IN  THE 
EIVEE  BEUE. 

Last  January  and  February  you  were  kind 
enough  to  record  some  particulars  of  the  free  fishing 
in  the  Exeter  Canal  and  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Canal  at  Burlescombe  and  Tiverton  (Devon) 
respectively,  and  as  I  imagine  that  similar  infor- 
mation respecting  the  above  fishing  would  be  accept- 
able to  your  many  readers  and  anglers  generally, 
I  take  the  Uberty  of  forwarding  details  for  your 
acceptance. 

The  canal,  which  reaches  from  Taunton  to 
Bridgwater,  is  several  miles  in  length,  and  is  a 
good  water  for  pike,  tench,  carp,  perch,  roach,  and 
very  fine  eels,  in  close  proximity  to  the  G.W.R. 
stations  at  Taunton,  Durston,  and  Bridgwater. 
The  depth  varies  from  3ft.  to  6ft.,  and  in  one  or  two 
localities  the  lay-byes  are  broad  and  well  worthy  of 
attention  ;  one  of  the  best  places  is  Durston,  and 
angling  is  procurable  commencing  close  to  the 
station,  going  either  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of 
Bridgwater,  or  to  Taunton  from  the  left.  The 
usual  drawback  of  countless  weeds  does  not  trouble 
fishermen  much  here.  One  mile  Taunton  end  from 
Durston  by  the  railway  distant  signal  there  is  a 
good  wide  stretch  of  water,  where  some  good-sized 
pike,  large  eels,  and  perch  are  met  with,  while  the 
roach-fisher  proceeding  farther  down  the  canal  will 
find  a  good  lot  of  roach  by  the  brewery  adjoining 
the  canal,  and  they  run  a  good  size  hereabouts.- 
An  excellent  iim,  the  Railway  Inn,  adjoins  the 
station,  where  comfortable  accommodation  at 
moderate  charges  will  be  met  with,  and  Mr. 
Dunn,  the  station-master,  and  his  staff  will  readily 
afford  useful  information  as  regards  the  train  service 
and  the  fishing  generally. 

At  Taunton  the  London  Hotel,  the  Railway 
Hotel,  and  the  Waterloo  Rest  will  be  found  com- 
fortable quarters,  within  easy  access  of  the  fishing- 
ground  ;  whilst  at  Bridgwater  the  Bristol  Arms  and 
the  Rose  and  Crown  will  be  found  comfortable,  -with 
economical  charges.  Mr.  Charles  Needs,  the  station- 
master,  and  others  are  ready  and  willing  to  give 
visitors  every  information  and  assistance  in  their 
power.  The  fishing  in  the  canal  is  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company  free. 

It  is  advisable,  if  some  days'  fishing,  or  a  whole 
day,  are  to  be  devoted  to  sport,  to  go  provided  with 
necessary  bait  in  the  shape  of  live  bait,  worms, 
gentles,  and  paste,  as  this  will  avoid  the  possibihty 
of  any  disappointment  in  this  direction.  Some 
carp  and  many  tench  abound  in  the  canal,  and  the 
latter  run  a  good  size,  one  of  the  best  spots  being 
the  backs  the  Bridgwater  end  from  Durston  Station, 
where  the  water  is  wide  and  in  parts  weedy,  the 
latter  a  desideratum  where  these  fish  are  angled  for. 

At  Highbridge  there  is  also  some  very  fine  fishing, 
the  carp,  perch,  pike,  tench,  eels,  and  roach  being 
plentiful.  At  the  Railway  Hotel,  by  the  station, 
there  is  an  angUng  society,  who  hold  their  meetings 
there,  where  the  day  tickets  are  issued  at  the  reason- 
able charge  of  6d.  the  whole  day,  and  the  members 
of  the  club  have  already  made  some  record  catches 
of  carp,  perch,  and  eels. 

Fishing  is  procurable  quite  close  to  the  railway 
stations — namely,  the  Great  Western  Railway  and 
the  Somerset  and  Dorset  Stations  ;  the  station  staff 
at  either  wiU  afford  all  inquirers  useful  information 
generally,  a  fact  I  have  more  than  once  verified  by 
personal  experience. 

Should  any  further  details  be  required  by  any 
of  your  intending  visitors  which  may  not  be  given 
here,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  supply  upon  appHcation, 
with  a  view  of  securing  good  sport  and  pleasant 
memories,  such  as  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  retaining 
in  remembrance  of  past,  and  I  hope  future,  visits. 

J.  A.  K. 


THE  SALMON  POOL  AT  CALAIS. 


The  season  of  salmon  fishing  is  once  more  at 
hand,  and  lovers  of  that  royal  sport  are  now  over 
hauling  their  outfit  preparatory  to  their  annual 
visit  to  one  of  the  few  rivers  of  Maine,  or  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  where  this  splendid  fish  can  be 
found.  When  contemplating  the  splendid  salmon 
pool  ip  the  St.  Croix  River  at  Calais,  Maine,  it 


has  always  been  to  me  an  unanswered  question 
as  to  why  more  salmon  fishermen  have  not  and 
do  not  visit  this  spot  so  easy  of  access.  Is  it 
because  Bangor  Pool  is  so  well  advertised  that  it 
seems  to  be  the  great  Mecca  of  the  faithful  ?  Surely 
there  are  as  many  salmon  at  Calais  as  at  Bangor, 
with  very  much  more  favourable  water  to  cast  over. 
The  pool  of  the  St.  Croix  at  Calais  is  a  splendid 
one.  It  is  deep  and  swift,  and  at  the  head  of  tide 
water.  The  fish  come  in  with  the  tide,  and  lay  just 
below  the  dam,  where  the  waters  of  the  river  mingle 
with  those  from  the  saw  mill  of  the  Todd  Co.  Boats 
are  anchored  in  this  channel,  and  the  fly  caster 
fishes  down  stream.  Results  are  always  obtained 
here,  as  the  fish  rise  freely,  and  sometimes  the  same 
angler  kills  three  and  four  fish  in  a  day.  After  the 
fish  is  struck,  anchor  is  lifted,  and  he  is  led  down 
the  river  out  of  the  pool.  Half  a  mile  of  wide,  deep 
water  is  below,  allowing  plenty  of  room  to  play  the 
fish  without  any  possible  danger  of  obstruction  or  of 
capsizing  the  canoe,  and  it  presents  an  almost  ideal 
water  in  which  both  parties  can  put  up  the  best  kind 
of  a  fight.  The  fish  are  fat,  strong,  and  full  of  fight, 
and  are  caught  at  from  ten  to  thirty  pounds  in 
weight.  Very  few  sportsmen  visit  this  pool,  it 
being  fished  almost  entirely  by  natives,  and  I  am 
told  that  last  season  not  more  than  one  line  a  day 
was  cast  over  its  surface.  Splendid  boats  with  men 
to  row  them  can  be  had  at  very  reeisonable  ra1«s, 
and  there  are  three  or  four  good  hotels  where  board 
can  be  obtained  at  fair  prices.  The  sportsmen  in 
this  very  bustling  little  city  are  ever  ready  to 
extend  a  hospitable  hand  in  welcome  to  all  who 
journey  there  in  pursuit  of  recreation,  and  I  find 
myself  marvelling  at  the  continued  absence  of  the 
American  sportsmen.  Another  very  sufficient 
reason  why  this  pool  should  be  better  known  is 
that  it  is  the  lower  pool  of  the  St.  Croix  River, 
whose  head  waters  form  the  Grand  Lakes,  noted 
for  their  great  quantities  of  landlocked  salmon. 
The  upper  waters  of  this  river  as  they  leave  these 
lakes  are  known  as  Grand  Lake  Stream.  This 
stream  is  said  to  be  the  best  salmon  stream  in 
America,  over  2000  having  been  taken  last  season. 
An  early  start  can  be  planned,  stopping  at  Calais  a 
week  or  two  to  try  the  salmon,  then  proceeding  by 
train  up  the  river  to  Princeton,  there  to  try  the 
Grand  Lake  Stream  for  the  hard-fighting  land- 
locked salmon,  or  some  of  the  minor  lakes  and 
streams  for  the  square-tailed  brook  trout,  which  are 
too  numerous  hereabouts  to  take  into  account.  At 
a  short  distance  from  Calais  is  fovmd  Meddybemps 
Lake,  justly  celebrated  for  its  bass  fishing.  At  no 
place  have  I  ever  seen  them  take  the  fly  as  readily 
and  fiercely  as  at  this  place,  and  with  a  light  rod 
the  sport  is  something  to  be  remembered  with 
pleasure,  though  I  am  no  bass  convert.  In  fact, 
for  all-round  sport  and  plenty  of  it,  commend  me  to 
Washington  county,  Maine,  every  time  in  preference 
to  the  much  advertised  and  overdone  remaining 
portion.  Of  course,  what  is  one's  fish  may  be 
another's  poison,  but  I  am  confident  that  if  some 
of  the  sportsmen  who  visit  the  northern  lakes  and 
come  back  disappointed  should  try  this  country 
they  would  be  more  than  satisfied.  The  best  way 
to  reach  Calais  is  by  the  7  p.m.  daily  train  from 
Boston  over  the  B.  &  M.  and  Maine  Central  and 
Washington  County  Railroad.  Take  a  Calais 
sleeper  at  Boston  and  arrive  at  Calais  at  11.29  a.m. 
the  next  day,  after  a  breakfast  at  Bangor.  This  is 
a  new  road,  well  built  and  comfortable,  through  a 
historic  and  picturesque  country. — Dooidel  in  the 
National  Sportsman,  Boston,  U.S.A. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


OtJB  thirty-fifth  annual  dinner  took  place  at  the 
club's  headquarters,  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Bedford-square,  on  May  20.  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd 
presided,  and  was  faced  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Rayner. 
During  the  interval  between  the  dinner  and  the 
subsequent  programme,  the  society's  collection  of 
fish,  etc.,  was  inspected,  and  great  attention  was 
attracted  by  the  latest  addition  thereto — a  case  of 
bream  admirably  set  up  by  a  member  (Mr.  C.  L. 
Scholefield)  in  an  entirely  novel  manner,  which  for 
realism  and  effect  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  On 
resuming  proceedings,  the  Chairman  proposed  the 
toast  of  "The  King,"  which  was  loyally  honoured. 
He  then  proposed  "  The  Highbury,"  and  drew 
attention  to  the  good  work  done  by  the  executive, 
and  urged  members  to  show  their  appreciation  by 
supporting  the  weekly  meetings.  All  the  members 
fished  for  sport  alone,  but  nevertheless  it  was  grati- 
fying to  have  some  memento  of  their  successes, 
and  the  society,  ever  anxious  to  eneourage  skill 
and  perseverance,  aimually  offer  for  competition 
cups,  niedals,  etc.,  for  specimen  fish  which  any 
angler  might  be  proud  of  winning.  (Applause.) 
Last  j'ear  he  was  able  to  announce  a  most  satis- 
factory balance,  and  taking  into  consideration  that 
private  fisheries  worthy  the  name  are  dear,  ho 
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thought  the  present  balance  no  less  satisfactory. 
He  coupled  the  toast  with  the  name  of  Mr.  G. 
Westrup,  their  hard-working  secretary.  Mr.  G. 
Westrup,  in  responding,  briefly  indicated  the 
progress  of  the  society  from  its  inception  as  a  small 
local  club  in  1867  to  the  present  time,  and  con- 
trasted their  past  and  present  ideals  of  sport. 
Coming  to  recent  times,  he  said  that  they  had 
become  convinced  that,  with  public  fishing  deterio- 
rating as  it  is,  the  best  society  of  the  future  would 
be  the  society  which  provided  the  best  waters  for 
its  members'  use,  and  in  this  connection  it  was  most 
gratifying  to  note  the  class  of  fish  yielded  by  the 
club  waters  during  the  past  season.  Some  members 
had  travelled  1000  miles  to  fish  the  best  trout 
water  in  Ireland;  others  had  fished,  at  a  cost  of 
7s.  6d.  per  day,  English  waters  celebrated  for  th^ir 
roach,  dace,  and  pike;  yet  the  best  trout  on  fly, 
best  pike,  best  roach,  best  and  second  best  dace 
taken  during  the  whole  season  came  from  club 
waters.  During  the  season  they  had  added  to  the 
water  available  for  members  three  miles  on  one  of 
the  best  rivers  in  England.  They  had  fished  under 
an  inch  higher  standard  than  ever  before,  but  in 
spite  of  this  members  had  recorded  7761b.  of  fish 
against  3541b.  the  previous  season,  fifty  specimen 
fish  against  thirty,  and  seven  fish  above  their  very 
high  medal  standard  against  five.  (Applause.)  In 
conclusion,  he  expressed  his  personal  thanks  for  the 
support  he  always  received  from  the  members,  Mr. 
F.  C.  Potter-Irwin  proposed  "The  Officers."  After 
humorously  reviewing  the  stern  necessity  of  having 
these  "  necessary  evils  "  in  every  society,  he  alluded 
to  the  society's  officers  individually,  awarding  to 
each  'a  generous  meed  of  praise,  diversified  with 
amusing  touches  descriptive  of  their  various  duties 
and  performance  thereof.  He  earnestly  urged  all 
members  to  support  their  officers  to  the  utmost. 

Mr,  W.  T.  Attwood  (treasurer),  in  response  on 
behalf  of  the  officers,  expressed  thanks  for  the  kind 
remarks  made  and  the  enthusiastic  reception  of  the 
toast.  No  officer  should  accept  office  unless  he  was 
prepared  to  work  hard.  The  officers  had  worked 
hard,  and  had  been  responsible  for  many  advance- 
ments and  reforms.  The  best  thanks  they  could 
have  was  the  approval  of  the  members,  and  having 
that  they  had  their  reward.  As  to  their  balance, 
without  going  into  elaborate  details,  he  might  say 
that  it  was,  with  many  subscriptions  still  to  come 
in  and  all  liabilities  prepaid  for  six  months,  £60. 
He  concluded  his  remarks  with  a  graceful  tribute 
to  the  kindness  and  consideration  extended  to  the 
society  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Press,  several  of 
whom  were  present. 

In  reply  to  this.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  said  a  few 
earnest  words  with  his  usual  witty  facility  and 
genial  bonhomie. 

"  The  Chairman  "  was  proposed  in  a  few  eulogistic 
words  by  the  Vice-Chairman,  and  heartily  honoured. 

In  acknowledgment  the  Chairman  spoke  feelingly 
of  his  interest  in  the  club  and  the  value  he  attaclfed 
to  the  goodwill  of  the  members,  and  then  modestly 
effaced  his  own  personality,  while  making  some  well 
deserved  complimentary  remarks  about  the  host 
Mr.  G.  Ricks. 

During  the  evening  Mr.  Lawrence  W.  Chubb  gave  a 
facile  and  lucid  description  of  the  position  and  scope 
of  matters  at  present  occupying  anglers'  attention 
in  relation  to  fishing  the  River  Thames.  His  remarks 
were  listened  to  with  close  attention,  and  punctuated 
with  frequent  signs  of  agreement  and  approval. 

The  musical  talent  was  excellent  throughout 
Messrs.  F.  C.  Potter-Irwin,  Grenville  A.  Melverne, 
A.  Bridge,  J.  Ricks,  and  A.  C.  Chapman  particularly 
distinguishing  themselves.  Hon.  Reportee. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  lOCHS,  to, 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
poet  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks.  —  The  river  ie 
now  in  excellent  order  for  trouting,  but  at  present 
I  have  only  heard  of  one  small  fish  being  caught. 
At  Hampton  Court  Mr.  F.  Sands  caught  a  perch 
of  over  IJlb.  when  trouting,  which  he  returned  to 
the  water.  The  river  will  be  in  splendid  condition 
during  the  Whitsun  holidays,  but  it  is  anticipated 
that  there  will  be  a  large  attendance  of  the  boating 
fraternity  if  the  weather  is  warm. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Anchohne  District. — The  Alder  Fly  and  Haw- 
thorn continue  in  full  force,  and  the  Black  Gnat, 
which  is  late  this  season,  has  now  made  an  appear- 
ance. The  fish  are  not  as  yet  taking  the  latter  very 
well.  The  Alder  Fly  kills  much  better  with  a  puce- 
coloured  body  than  with  the  orthodox  peacock's 
herl,  which  is  a  poor  imitation.  Prospects  for  the 
holidays  aro  fair,  but  the  waters  have  run  down 
again,  and  are  about  the  normal  summer  height.— 
Thomas  Ford,  Caistor.  . 


Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— Some  very 
good  trout  have  been  killed  with  the  Brown  Alder 
and  Ogden's  Fancy.  The  May  Fly  is  just  appearing. 
Whitsuntide  visitors  will  be  well  in  the  thick  of  it 
— Chas.  Powell. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  weather  has 
been  beautifully  fine  during  the  past  week,  but  not- 
withstanding this  anglers  have  not  done  much. 
Baskets  generally  have  been  small.  On  May  20 
Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  had  seven  fine  fish  at  Staverton, 
whilst  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  a  dozen  at  the  Weir, 
and  Mr.  M.  Revell  secured  half  a  dozen.  Mr.  Wilkes 
has  had  one  or  two  fair  baskets,  and  on  one  day  he 
landed  four  brace  in  excellent  condition.  Mr.  H. 
Searle,  of  Staverton,  has  also  been  getting  a  few 
brace,  and  Mr.  Bickles.  fishing  from  a  boat,  secured 
several  fine  fish  on  the  still  waters.  On  Monday 
evening  Messrs.  Distin  (2)  and  Revell  had  half  a 
dozen  fish  apiece.  A  gentleman  stopping  at  Stretch- 
ford  Hou.se  has  had  fair  sport  fishing  with  the  dry 
fly.  The  water  is  getting  low  and  is  very  fine. — 
Devonian. 

Derwent  Water.— The  sudden  change  to  the 
brightest  of  summer  weather  has  brought  out 
the  May  Fly  on  Derwent  Water,  Keswick,  in  great 
numbers.  Trout  are  rising  very  freely,  and  some 
fine  fish  have  been  taken.  Sport  will  be  at  its  best 
while  the  fly  remains. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  Carey  has  fined  down 
somewhat,  and  several  good  catches  have  been 
made,  ranging  from  six  to  a  dozen.  Many  of  the 
pools  in  the  stream  are  still  unfishable.  jSTo  good 
catches  have  been  reported  on  the  Teign,  and  on 

the  moorland  streams   little   has   been  done.  

Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Only  poor  sport  has  been  ob- 
tained on  this  river  during  the  week,  the  water 
being  rather  low  for  successful  angling.  The  catches 
to  hand  are :  Mr.  S.  Wilkinson,  eight  brace,  and 
Mr.  J.  Shaw,  three  brace.  The  prospects  for  the 
holidays  are  only  moderate. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  salmon  fishing 
has  still  been  good,  and  the  anglers  have  been 
taking  clean-run  fish  with  flies — Butcher  and  Silver 
Doctor — also  with  prawn,  worms,  and  Devon  bait, 
but  the  water  is  getting  low  now,  the  clear,  hot 
sun  being  against  heavy  scores,  the  morning  and 
evening  proving  best.  Trout  fishins:  on  the  Exe  and 
tributaries  has  been  fairly  good. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs).— 
The  change  that  has  come  over  the  weather  this 
last  week  is  not  only  agreeable  but  permanent. 
Summer  weather  may  at  last  be  said  to  have 
arrived,  and  but  for  the  nearness  of  the  holidavs  a 
good  number  of  anglers  would  have  been  on 'the 
banks  trying  their  luck.  A  fair  number  have  been 
out,  and  they  have  found  the  fish  quite  sportive  in 
the  sunshine.  Plenty  of  flies  of  the  smaller  kinds 
have  been  dancing  over  the  waters,  and  belated  speci- 
mens of  the  larger  series  have  been  about,  conse- 
quently the  fly  fishers  have  done  the  best.  We  have 
heard  it  mentioned  that  three  or  four  brace  for  the 
day  have  fallen  to  lucky  rods.  The  water  is  in 
beautiful  condition. — Limpet. 

Itchen  (Winchester).— Solitary  odd  May  Flies 
have  been  seen  both  last  and  this  week,  but  the 
north-east  winds  will  have  a  tendency  to  keep  them 
back.  On  May  22  on  the  Upper  Itchen  rise  of 
Medium  Olives  and  Pale  Watery  Olives  from  10.30 
to  12.  Wind  east;  rather  sparse  rise;  first  really 
hot  day  of  the  season.  Signs  of  Spinner  during  the 
day  and  a  moderately  good  fall  as  the  sun  went 
down.  From  6  to  8  o'clock  fish  took  the  Spinners 
well,  both  male  and  female,  of  the  Pale  Watery  and 
Medium  Olive,  also  the  Spinners  of  the  so-called  Red 
Quill,  that  is,  the  Red  Quill  dressed  with  the  wings 
extended  or  spent.  May  23. — Mid  Itchen.— Bright 
hot  day.  N.,  N.E..  and  N.W.  winds,  which 
made  light  and  accurate  casting  very  difficult. 
Poor  rise  of  fly  about  an  hour,  from  11.30 
to  12.30,  then  almost  a  total  stoppage.  Slight  rise 
again  between  3.0  and  4.30;  good  rise  of  fish  to 
Spinners  from  6  30  to  8.0  The  meadows  presented 
quite  a  summerlike  appearance.  Clouds  of  Spin- 
ners, the  males  dancing  in  thoir  usual  manner. 
Friday  and  Saturday,  from  a  fishing  point  of  view, 
the  first  two  days  of  the  season  on  the  Itchen, 
cannot  be  considered  at  its  best  until  you  get  the 
evening  rise  of  fish  to  the  falling  Spinners.  One 
feature  of  the  year  so  far  has  been  the  almost  total 
absence  of  rise  of  Iron  Blue,  nothing  like  the  quan- 
tity we  have  been  wont  to  see  at  this  time  of  year. 
This  failure  of  Iron  Blue  on  the  mid-Itchen  is  that 
no  quantity  of  Spinner  of  the  Iron  Blue  (the  so- 
called  Jenny  Spinner)  and  its  female  has  been  peen 
yet,  whereas  it  has  in  previous  years  been  the  pre- 
dominant Spinner.  May  24  to  27. — East  and  north- 
east winds  ;  poor  rise  of  fly,  a  little  Spinner  on, 
which  fish  took  well. — Pale  Watery  Olive. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  — The  fishing 
during  the  last  week  ha^  been  decidedly  good.  The 
weather  has  been  perfect,  and  although  the  bright 
sunshine  made  it  diffioult  fishing,  eome  splendid 


baskets  have  been  made.  Captain  Garnett  has 
killed  365  fish  in  twenty-seven  days,  which  is  a 
splendid  take,  as  it  averages  a  little  over  thirteen 
fish  a  day.  Small  flies  only  are  of  any  use ;  the  best 
killing  flies  are  Black  Gnat,  Teal  and  Black,  Teal 
and  Red,  Claret  and  Teal,  and  Claret  and  Grouse. 
On  May  20,  fifty-six  fish,  weighing  42lb. 
Capt.  Garnett  killed  ten  ;  Mr,  Jonas,  nine  ; 
Sir  T.  Hughes,  eight ;  Messrs.  Lythel  and  Jackson, 
seven  each  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  six  ;  Mr.  Townshend, 
four.  On  the  2l8t,  sixty-six  fish,  weighed  48lb. 
Mr.  Lythel  killed  fourteen ;  Mr.  Jackson,  eleven  ; 
Capt.  Garnett,  seven ;  Mr.  Adam  Anthony,  six  ; 
Oapt.  Cole  and  Col,  Winter,  five;  Mr.  Browning, 
six ;  Messrs.  R.  L.  Garnett,  Townshend,  and 
J  ones,  four  each  ;  and  Commander  Lingham,  three. 
On  the  22nd  Mr.  Jackson  killed  ten  fish,  61b. ;  Mr. 
Lythel  nine,  51b.  loz;  Captain  Garnett  eleven, 
61b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett  ten,  51b.  lOoz. ;  Messrs. 
Townshend,  Lingham,  Browning,  and  Crowther, 
three  each.  On  the  23rd,  Captain  Garnett  killed 
seventeen  fish,  101b. ;  Mr.  Crowther  twelve,  61b.  4oz. ; 
Mr.  Townshend  ten,  51b.  10)z. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett 
eight,  41b.  12oz  ;  Mr.  Davison  six,  31b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr. 
Jackson  five,  31b.  loz.;  Mr.  Faulkner  and  Mr.  Noel 
Faulkner  four,  31b.  loz.,  and  Commander  Lingham 
two.  On  the  25th,  Captain  Garnett  killed  twelve, 
71b.;  Mr.  Jackson  ten,  61b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  Chance  six, 
31b.  IOjz,  ;  Mr.  Davison,  Mr.  Faulkner,  Mr. 
Noel  Faulkner,  five  each  ;  Mr.  Lingham,  four. 
Master  Anthony,  one,  and  Mr.  Moseley,  three,  lib. 
12oz.  On  the  26th,  Captain  Garnett  killed 
fifteen,  81b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Faulkner  and  Mr.  Noel 
Faulkner,  fifteen,  91b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  Crowther,  thirteen, 
71b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Jackson,  twelve,  71b.  lOoz.;  Mr. 
Moseley,  ten,  51b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett, 
eleven,  61b.  3oz. ;  and  Messrs.  Chance,  Townshend, 
and  Davison,  three  each. — Long  Drift. 

Lng^  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  now  gone  down,  and  are  clear  and 
in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  this  week 
has  been  a  great  improvement  on  what  has  been 
had  for  some  time,  with  warm  sunshine,  and  it  has 
brought  more  anglers  out ;  fish  have  been  more  in- 
clined to  sport,  and  they  have  been  taking  Spider, 
Spii-mers,  Orange  Palmer,  Hare's  Ear,  Yellow  Dun, 
Alder,  Hardy  Brown.  The  May  Fly  is  now  coming 
up  ;  trout  have  not  taken  them  freely  as  yet, 
but  they  will  be  up  well  by  the  end  of  the  week, 
and  some  good  dishes  of  fine  trout  will  be  landed. 
During  this  week  some  good  trout  have  been  taken 
with  fly.     The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  order.— 

GWYNNE. 

Lug'g,  Arrow,  and    Pinsley  (Einirsland).— 

Rivers  are  in  good  order.  A  few  May  Flies  have 
shown  up  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  should  say  that 
next  week  will  turn  out  to  be  the  time  for  sport  in 
this  district.  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Orange  Palmer, 
and  Hawthorn  during  the  day,  and  Brown  Owl, 
Grey  Spinner,  Coachman,  and  Red  Spinner  for 
evening  will  be  found  useful  flies.  Minnow  fi.shing 
should  be  good.  Weather  mostly  bright,  with  wind 
fresh  from  N.E..  nights  cool,  glass  moderate  and 
falling  — R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigch  Salterton). — The  river  has 
during  the  past  week  of  hot  weather  run  down  to  a 
small  and  very  clear  water,  and  the  weeds  are 
beginning  to  assert  their  presence.  The  stream  is 
now  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a  few  dry  fly 
experts,  who  are  content  with  a  couple  or  three 
brace  of  good  trout  for  their  toil.  Olives,  Pale 
Blues,  and  Hare's  Ears  are  the  best  patterns  to  use. 
— Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  clear  and  fairly  low, 
but,  nevertheless,  some  good  baskets  have  been 
taken.  One  basket  I  saw  contained  trout  of  the 
following  weights — 2Jlb.,  l^lb.,  and  eight  at  fib. — 
and  several  smaller,  but  decent  size ;  these  were 
caught  on  the  Tavy.  On  Saturday  (May  23)  another 
gentleman  had,  amongst  a  nice  basket,  two  that 
weighed  |lb  each.  Peal  may  be  looked  for  in  the 
big  pool  below  the  cottage  at  Virtuous  Lady,  as  I 
hear  there  are  plenty  there. — W.  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
uech). — The  past  week  has  been  all  that  could  be 
desired,  so  far  as  atmospheric  conditions  are  con- 
cerned, the  sun  shining  with  summerlike  warmth 
every  day,  whilst  the  nights  have  been  very  mild, 
and  as  the  water  in  all  these  rivers  has  been " 
of  average  height  and  in  good  order,  anglers  ha^■o 
been  very  busy  and  a  fair  amount  of  sport  has  been 
enjoyed.  At  present  the  water  is,  in  the  Tanat, 
rather  too  bright  ffnd  clear,  and  no  exceptional 
takes  of  trout  are  recorded. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers. — The  weather  has 
greatly  improved  angling  prospects,  yet  still 
there  is  a  persistent  north  -  easterly  wind,  and 
the  early  mornings  and  evenings  are  chilly.  Treat- 
ing in  the  western  streams  has  been  fairlj'  success- 
ful, but  fish  are  not  up  to  the  average.  Several  lib. 
trout  have  been  taken,  and  perhaps  returned  where 
the  limit  is  21b.,  fly  only  allowed.  Small  trout  up 
to  14oz.  have  been  taken  from  the  feeders  of  the 
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Adur  and  Ouse.  A  visit  to  Chichester  Canal  would 
surprise  a  visitor.  The  water  is  teeming  with  fish — • 
carp  up  to  161b..  perch,  bream,  roach,  pike,  and 
plenty  of  eels. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Fishermen  who  visit  North 
Devon  during  the  Whitsuntide  will  be  sure  to  get 
some  nice  sport,  as  the  rivers  are  in  good  order.  I 
have  seen  this  week  some  nice  catches  of  trout 
which  are  in  good  condition.  Salmon  are  not  as 
plentiful  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  a  good  shower 
would  make  them  run  up  better.  Coachman  Fly 
will  be  the  evening  killer. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — The  river 
is  at  present  rather  low  owing  to  the  warm,  dry 
weather.  Fairly  good  sport,  however,  during  the 
past  few  days  with  trout.  Too  briejht  during  the 
day,  but  better  towards  evening. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  to  a  nice  level,  and  is  running  clear  and 
in  splendid  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has 
been  beautiful  and  fine  and  just  like  summer,  and 
it  has  brought  out  a  good  few  anglers  of  late.  The 
fish  have  been  more  on  the  feed  and  have  taken  fly 
and  bottom  baits.  The  best  flies  to  use  will  be 
Grannom.  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Little  Blue,  Wick- 
ham,  Spider,  OHve  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Hare's 
Ear  and  Spinners.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm 
should  be  good  as  the  fish  are  still  feeding  on 
caddis  bait.  The  warm  weather  has  fetched  up  a 
few  May  Flies  but  no  quantity  as  yet ;  by 
next  week  if  we  keep  this  sort  of  weather  they  should 
be  well  on  and  fish  feeding  at  them.  They  have  not 
began  to  take  them  as  yet.  Minnow-fishing  in  the 
early  morning  has  resulted  in  some  good  captures. 
In  the  water  near  the  paper  mills  some  good  trout 
have  been  taken ;  also  near  Ludford  Bridge  with 
fly  and  worm.  On  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednes- 
day good  sport  has  been  had  with  fly.  The  otter 
hounds  were  out  at  the  end  of  last  week  on  Ony, 
near  Craven  Arm=i,  and  killed  two  otters.  They 
tried  river  at  Bromfield  on  Monday,  but  failed  to 
find.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear,  and 
fishing  in  them  has  been  very  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

— —  (Tentury). — The  water  in  this  district  has 
gone  down  and  cleared  nicely,  and  is  now 
running  in  splendid  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  beautiful  and  fine,  and  more  anglers  have 
been  out.  The  fish  have  been  moving  fairly  well 
at  the  fly.  The  May  Fly  has  begun  to  come  up,  but 
the  trout  have  not  began  to  feed  on  them  as  yet, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  week  they  should  be  taking 
them  freely  ;  some  good  dishes  of  fish  will  be 
landed  in  this  district  next  week.  Anglers  have 
taken  nice  fish  with  Yellow  Dun.  Hare's  E^ar, 
Iron  Blue,  and  Grannom.  With  fine  weather  the 
prospects  for  sport  in  this  part  are  now  good, 
especially  with  May  Fly. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Kivers. — The  North  Tyne  is  down  to  summer  level. 
A  Newcastle  angler  tried  the  fly  on  Monday  (May  25) 
without  success  ;  then  he  tackled  up  for  clear  water 
minnow  fishing.  He  killed  three  good  trout  and  a 
large  eel,  29in.  long.  7iin.  girth.  It  is  on  rare 
f)Ccasions  you  hook  eels  while  minnow  spinning. 
Sport  is  very  slow  on  the  Coquet — low,  fine  waters. 
A  few  trout  have  been  got  with  fly  in  the  evening. 
I  should  advise  those  anglers  that  flsh  during  the 
<iay  to  persevere  with  up-stream  worm  fishing,  and 
fly  and  small  moths  at  night.  A  well-known  member 
of  the  Federation  killed  during  three  consecutive  days 
baskets  scaling  161b.,  121b.,  1  lib  respectively.  Mr. 
Yell  and  two  friends  last  Tuesday  enjoyed  a  few 
hours'  sea  fishing  at  South  Shields.  I  am  glad  to 
say  they  had  a  good  mixed  catch  —  codlings, 
whitings,  lemon  soles,  flatties,  etc.  Sea  fishing  is 
becoming  more  popular  every  year. — Henry  A. 
M01TON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10, 
Grainger-street,  Newcastie-on-Tyne. 


Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines). — A  very 
agreeable  change  has  coma  over  the  Wold  district 
during  the  last  few  days.  Summer  has  broken  out 
in  a  hurry,  and  it  looks  like  fetching  up  some  of 
the  lost  time.  Some  anglers  who  have  not  wetted 
a  line  since  the  closing  of  the  close  season  in  March 
have  been  trying  it  on,  and  are  stated  to  have  done 
pretty  well,  especially  in  the  waters  of  the  Raze 
and  the  feeders  of  the  Louth  Canal.  A  good  many 
flies  are  out  on  the  waters,  among  them  being 
noticed  the  Alder  Fly,  and  particularly  the  Cowdung 
Fly.  The  Hawthorn  Fly  is  expected,  and  we  shall 
not  have  long  to  wait  for  the  Drakes.  If  the  present 
weather  holds  the  opportunities  will  be  grand  for 
the  holidays. — Luoi. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  now  in  capital  order  for  the  fly,  and  a 
good  many  fishermen  have  been  out  on  both 
streams,  but  creels  generally  have  been  light,  two 
or  three  brace  being  a  good  average  basket.  The 
Wye,  which  is  well  stocked  with  trout,  should  now 
afford  excellent  sport,  as  the  May  Fly  is  j  ust  making 
its  appearance  on  this  river,  but  only  a  few  odd 
ones  have  been  seen  at  present ;  it  will  probably 
be  the  3rd  or  4th  of  June  before  trout  take  them 
well.  Messrs.  Moore,  C.  Kirkland,  Bailey  and  W. 
Kirkland  have  all  secured  several  nice  trout,  taken 
from  the  Derwent  Darleydale  Club's  water ;  also 
a  local  angler,  fishing  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association's  water,  Matlockdale,  landed  a 
splendid  trout  weighing  21b.  The  prospect  for  the 
May  Fly  appears  to  be  very  good. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks). — Since  last  week-end  we  have  had 
glorious  weather,  being  very  bright.  All  the  York- 
shire rivers  are  running  low  and  very  clear.  On  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  sport  has  been  good ; 
several  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  made  by 
anglers  fishing  in  the  early  mornings  and  late  in 
the  evenings.  During  the  last  few  days  the  Stone 
Fly  has  hatched  out,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week 
will  be  well  on,  and  good  baskets  should 
be  made.  In  the  tributaries  of  the  Yore  several 
good  baskets  have  been  made  with  the  fly  and 
up-stream  worm.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Yore 
there  has  not  been  much  doing  at  Clifton,  Masham, 
Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  The  Wharfe  is  low  and  clear. 
The  weather  is  very  bright  and  clear.  In  the 
high  reaches  good  baskets  have  been  made 
at  Grassington,  Burneall,  and  Ilkley.  Some 
nice  sport  has  also  been  met  with  at  Otley, 
Pool,  CoUingham,  and  Boston  Spa.  Several  anglers 
have  done  well  on  the  reservoirs  at  Fewston  and 
Swinty.  On  the  Swale  sport  has  improved  in  the 
higher  reaches  at  Catterick,  Easby,  and  Richmond. 
Tho  Aire  has  been  in  good  condition,  but  is  now 
running  very  low.  Good  sport  has  been  met  with 
amongst  the  trout  with  worm,  maggot,  and 
fly.  The  Nidd  is  in  better  condition,  and 
sport  has  greatly  improved  on  this  river.  During 
the  last  few  days  the  Yellow  May  and  Stone  Fly  are 
hatclnng  out  on  all  the  rivers^  and  good  sport  can 
be  booked  during  the  coming  holidays.  The  best 
flies  for  the  present  are  Little  Yellow  May,  Yellow 
and  Orange  Partridge,  Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa, 
Stone  Midge,  Dark  Watchet,  Yellow-legged  Bloa, 
and  Spider  Fly.  —  John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— A  Start  has  been  mad©  in  trout  angling  on  the 
hotel  lochs.  On  May  '22  Mr.  MacGrogor  Jolly  fished 
Loch  Cama  and  made  a  basket  of  ten  trout,  weigh- 
ing 71b. — B. 

Bonarbridge,  Sutherland  (Bridge  Hotel 
Waters). — On  May  23  Messrs.  Urquhart  and  Lain 
(two  rods)  fished  Loch  Migdale.  and  despite  stormy 
weather,  landed  sixteen  nice  trout,  averaging  ^Ib. 
each.  Several  fair  baskets  were  previously  made 
by  other  anglers  on  the  same  water. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — AlthougVi  the  weather 
has  been  a  trifle  unsettled  there  has  been  very  little 
rise  in  the  above  rivers.  Now,  at  the  moment  of 
writing,  lovely  weather  has  set  in,  and  winter  has 
disappeared  in  a  big  hurry  into  the  shadowland  of 
the  past.  So  writes  Mr.  William  Douglas,  of  the 
Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm,  Dumfries- 
shire. Sea-trout  are  now  beyond  Langholm,  (and 
one  has  been  caught  in  the  King  Pool  at  the 
junction  of  the  Black  and  White  Esk.  Mr.  Thomas 
Morrison,  Langholm,  caught  a  sea- trout  on  Monday 
morning  with  Stewart  tuckle.     Mr    W.  Sfpwarf 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Baljion  Flies.— Largest  stock  iu  the 
kiogdom.  Special  atteutioii  given  to  tlies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  tly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  line  undrawn  gut  oasts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  75lb.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehaii-  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  beat  tapered,  is.  ;  tli-st  quality, 
9d.  each. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telsgrams:  "Biscator  Leeds." 


had  also  a  sea-trout  in  the  upper  roaches  of 
the  Border  Esk  on  the  same  day  ;  Mr.  D.  Elliot, 
Langholm,  fishing  in  the  Islands  Pool,  creeled 
a  sea-trout  of  l^lb.  and  Mr.  W.  Sott,  of  Langholm, 
caught  a  sea-trout  in  the  Langholm  water.  Yellow 
trout  are  in  grand  condition,  more  especially  in  the 
Liddle  water,  but  in  the  middle  roaches  of  the  Esk 
although  burn  trout  are  reported  to  be  somewhat 
scarce,  sea-trout  are  being  got  in  fair  catches.  Mr. 
W.  Murray,  Canonbie,  captured  three  in  the  mid- 
etretches,  the  weights  being  2lb.,  IJlb.,  and  lib.; 
Mr.  R.  NeKson,  Rowanburn,  Canonbie,  had  one  of 
Ipb.  and  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  Cunonbie,  caught  one 
in  the  same  water,  1  Jib.  The  Esk  is  in  grand 
fishing  fettle  and  no  angler  now  need  be'  afraid  of 
visiting  the  river.  Now  wo  come  to  the  Liddle 
where  the  loveliest  of  summer  weather  prevails  and 
green  trees  and  grass  lawns  skirt  the  water  side. 
Dr.  Pollard,  West  Thirby,  has  had  some  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle  with  fly.  Mr. 
C.  Irving,  Copshaw  Holme,  had  a  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  the  Newcastleton  section  of  the  Liddle, 
with  fly.  James  Stelle,  Canonbie,  has  filled  his 
capacious  creel  with  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle,  with 
the  addition  of  a  sea-trout  of  21b.  weight.  Mr. 
Walker,  Newcastleton,  had  a  basket  of  101b.  yellow 
trout  in  the  Liddle.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Scaddar,  who  is 
a  born  angler,  had  a  basket  of  two  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle.  Sergt. 
Newlon  caught  a  dozen,  and  Mr.  J.  Beattie,  New- 
castleton, had  a  good  basket  in  the  upper  sections 
of  the  river,  and  Mr.  D.  Anderson,  of  Langholm, 
had  several  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Lang- 
holm section  of  the  Border  Esk. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — During 
tne  week  ending  Saturday,  May  23,  Mr.  W.  Allis- 
Smith  and  Mr.  Forder.  Bournemouth,  fished  Brae- 
langwell  water  from  Culeave  House,  and  landed  ten 
salmon,  ranging  in  weight  from  81b.  to  ll|lb.  This 
made  a  total  of  nineteen  in  a  fortnight,  the  heaviest 
of  which  was  14 Jib.  A  number  of  fish  were  landed 
by  other  anglers  in  the  course  of  the  week,  but 
particulars  are  not  to  hand.  The  neighbouring  net 
fishings  on  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  not  doing  well  at 
all.— B. 

Findhorn  (Morayshire). — The  weather  here  has 
been  of  the  worst  kind  for  fishing  practically  all 
spring,  the  prevailing  winds  all  along  being  east 
and  north-east,  consequently  fish  have  been  scarce. 
On  the  lower  reaches  last  week  Mr.  Galbraith, 
Springfield,  had  a  nice  fish  of  121b.  on  trout  tackle, 
and  one  or  two  other  patient  anglers  have  also 
landed  a  few  fish.  On  the  Altyre  water  last  week. 
McKenzie  (ghillie)  had  four  good  fish,  and  Mr. 
Lavigne  had  one ;  whilst  the  preceding  week  a 
visitor  secured  four  excellent  fish  in  one  day.  On 
the  Relugas  stretches  last  week,  Anderson  (keeper) 
had  a  heavy  fish.  Trout  fishing  is  but  little  better, 
but  fair  baskets  have  been  got  by  Rev.  Canon 
Pollock,  Messrs.  D.  R.  Leitch,  Galbraith,  and  Jas. 
Munro.  The  largest  trout  of  the  season  so  far  was 
one  of  21b.  loz.,  taken  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Leitch.  The 
killing  patterns  just  now  are  March  Brown,  Hare's 
Ear,  Claret  and  Grouse,  and  Black  Midge.  The 
water  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  if  one  could  but 
get  a  breath  of  west  wind  what  a  difference  it 
would  make. — D.  R.  L.  [Too  late  for  insertion 
last  week.] 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — Fishing 
from  the  aoovo  waters  the  following  catches  have 
been  had  : — Mr.  Hearder,  May  15,  one  trout,  21b  ; 
I8th,  one /erox,  2Jlb.  Capt.  Hutchison,  25th.  four 
trout,  4'b.  Mr.  Giotchen,  25th,  one  salmon,  91b. — 
W.  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perthshire). — The  angling  season  opened 
about  a  month  a^o,  but  sport  so  far  has  been 
indtffarent.  Trout  are  plentiful  enough  and  in 
excellent  condition,  but  the  weather  has  been  too 
wintry  for  angling,  the  trout  never  rising  freely.  On 
May  22,  Mr.  J.  D.  Lyon,  Folda,  landed  a  finely 
conditioned  trout  of  2jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  John  Grewar. 
jun.,  two  of  well  over  lib.  each.  The  lochs  have 
done  but  little,  good  baskets  being  rare. — Iasgair. 

Lairg. — Tne  fishing  at  Overscaig  is  now  in  lull 
swing,  and  trout  were  never  in  better  condition.  A 
first-class  fishing  season  is  expected.  On  May  26, 
only  fishing  a  few  hours,  Mr.  K.  Maekay.  on  Mid 
Shin,  had  twenty-one  trout,  weigning  151b.;  heaviest 
trout  3lb. — D.  Mackay. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel,  N.B.). — 
Fisiiing  iroin  Stronachlachtir  Hotel,  on  Loch 
Katri.ae,  on  May  18,  Mr.  Stubbs  caught  six  trout, 
weighing  3lb.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Murray,  twenty-five  trout, 
lljib.  ;  Air.  Rome,  ten  trout,  4Jib.  On  May  19, 
Mr.  Rome  had  fourteen  trout,  5Jlb.  On  May  2l 
the  West  of  Scotland  Fishing  Club  neid  their  annual 
competition  ;  the  total  numoer  of  trout  caught  was 
seventy -seven,  weiglimg  311b.  4oz.  First  uay  the 
prize-winners  were  ^twelv•e  competitors):  —  1st,  Mr. 
R.  Robertson,  twelve  trout,  41b.  14^oz.  ;  2nd,  Mr. 
H.  Kennedy,  ten  trout,  41b.  lioz.  First  sweepstake, 
Mr.  D.  Hamilton;  2nd  sweepstake,  Wilii-im  Gillies. 
Second  day,  May  22. — 1st,  Mr.  William  Gillies, 
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•Mgliteon  trout,  71b.;  2nd,  Mr.  Hunter  Kennedy 
(''*.f,^°  51b.  13oz.     First  sweepstake.  Mr' 

Ui.hiim  GiUies,  15oz.  ;  2nd  sweepstake,  Mr.  D 
Haimlton.  14oz.  Total  of  trout  caught,  seventy 
SIX.  £Slb.  S\oz. — Donald  Ferguson. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— The  loch  continues  to 
yield  absolutely  no  sport.  Up  to  the  present  there 
IS  almost  an  entire  absence  of  flies  on  the  water, 
and  a  rising  fish  is  rarely  seen.  The  attendance  of 
merubei  s  of  angling  clubs  has  fallen  off  considerably, 
while  only  two  or  three  boats  have  been  going  out 
daily  with  private  parties.  The  heaviest  trout  of 
the  season  was  captured  by  Mr.  J.  McGugan, 
Glasgow,  and  weighed  31b.  9^oz  — Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (royers  Hotel,  N.B.)  Fishing  on 

Loch  Mhor,  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  May  18,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Collins  Splatt  had  a  basket  of  eight  trout, 
31b.  On  Loch  Ness,  on  May  28,  Mr.  {Hugh  Fraser. 
of  Madras,  killed  one  salmon  of  121b  ;  and  on  Loch 
Mhor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  Splatt  had  fifteen  trout, 
5ib.  On  the  22nd,  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  H.  Collins 
Splatt  had  one  salmon  of  131b.  On  the  23rd,  Mr. 
Hugh  Fraser  had  one  salmon  of  71b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  May  25,  Mr. 
Frank  Mappin,  Sheffield,  landed  two  salmon  151b 
and  191b.  On  the  26th,  Mr.  Frank  Mappin',  two, 
131b.  and  181b.  Several  good  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  taken  off  the  loch  during  the  week.— H.  J. 
Knight. 

Nayer  (Bettyhill,   via  Thurso,  N.B.).— The 

following  grand  sport  has  been  got  since  last  report: 
On  May  11,  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  seven 
salmon  on  beat  No.  1,  Captain  Radcliffe,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  two  on  No.  2,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  two  on  No.  3.  On  12th,  Mr.  Griffiths,  Syre 
Lodge,  caught  four  on  No.  1,  Mr.  Gill  one  on  No.  2, 
and  Mr.  Johnson  three  on  private  water.  On  13th, 
Mr.  Campbell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  three  salmon  on 
beat  No.  1,  Mr.  Griffiths  two  on  No.  2,  and  Mr.  Gill 
one  on  No.  3.  On  14th,  Col.  Fryer,  Dahana  Lodge, 
caught  four  on  No.  1.  Mr.  Campbell  three  on  No.  2, 
Mr.  Griffiths  five  on  No.  3,  Mr.  Gill  one  on  No.  4, 
and  Mr.  Johnson  three  on  No.  6.  On  15th  Mr. 
Johnson,  fishing  beat  No.  1,  landed  eight  salmon^ 
the  heaviest  weighing  231b.,  and  the  whole  1001b., 
Col.  Fryer  caught  four  on  No.  2,  Mr.  Campbell  four 
on  No.  3,  and  Mr.  Griffiths  one  on  No.  4.  On  16th, 
Mr.  Campbell  had  two  on  No.  4,  Capt.  Radcliffe 
three  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Griffiths  was  also  successful 
on  another  beat.  The  total  catch  for  the  week  was 
seventy-eight  salmon  with  the  rod,  running  in 
weight  up  to  231b.  The  weather  was  stormy  most 
of  the  time.— B. 

North  of  Scotland.— The  Dee  is  getting  small 
and  clear  with  the  tendency  to  over-night  frosts, 
yet  the  sport  during  the  past  few  days  has  been 
exceptionally  good,  and  in  some  cases  exceedingly 
so.    On  the  Ballogie  section,  Mrs.  Seymour  Bovourie 
creeled  one  of  71b.  on  May  23,  and  one  of  71b.  on 
Tuesday,  while  Mr.  Seymour  Bovourie  had  three 
of  7ib.,  81b.,  and  lOIb.  on  May  21,  two  of  81b.  and 
91b.  on  May  22,  and  two  of  71b.  and  81b.  on  May  25. 
On  the  Dinnet  waters,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laming  finished 
a  very  good  season  on  May  23.    On  May  21.  Mr. 
Laming  creeled  a  fine  fish  of  291b.     Mr.  H.  C.* 
Barclay  wound  up  his  season  with  a  beauty  of  221b! 
On  the  Aboyne  reaches  splendid  sport  was  got 
during  the  past  week.    Mr.  Price  had  eight  fish  one 
day  last  week  to  his  own  rod,  scaling  from  61b.  to 
171b.,  and  on  another,  four  fish,  from  61b.  to  17Alb  • 
while  Mr.  Crake  creeled  three  of  7Jlb.,  101b.,  and 
131b. ;  Captain  Samlonson.  one  of  71b.  on  the  hotel 
beat,  and  two  of  71b.  and  81b.  on  the  Castle  water. 
On  the  Huntly  Arms  water.  Captain  Elhton  had 
one  of  7^lb. ;  Mr.  Chalmers,  one  of  61b.,  in  addition 
to  two  of  81b.  and  91b.  ;  while  Mrs.  B.  Jenkins  landed 
four  of  71b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  101b.,  and  two  of  81b 
and  91b.    On  the  Glentana,  Ballater,  and  Balmoral 
reaches  the  same  good  luck  follows  anglers  in  the 
meantime,  while  on  the  lower  waters  one,  two,  and 
three  fish  are  being  got  per  rod  per  day.    On  the 
tidal  reaches  young  flnnock  are  much  in  evidence, 
affording  excellent  sport  in  the  small  clear  waters! 
Mr.  G,  M.  Mack,  Aberdeen,  had  baskets  varying  from 
a  dozen  to  two  dozen,  averaging  fully  three  to  the 
pound,  in  addition  to  several  sea-trout,  heaviest  21b. 
On  the  Don  excellent  sport  is  being  had  on  the 
middle  and  upper  reaches  of  the  river.    Sir  Chas. 
Forbes,  Bart.,  and  family  have  been  very  successfui 
on  the  Castle  Newe  waters,  trout  rising  freely  to 
the  fly,  and  excellent  baskets  being  made  daOy 
Vo.u^^^  waters,  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  landed 

121b.  on  [Friday  and  151b.  on  Monday.  On  the 
Pitmedden  waters,  Mr.  W.  G:  Lindsay,  Aberdeen 
had  a  fine  trout  (brown)  of  S^lb.,  in  addition  to  a 
fine  basket  otherwise.  The  Ythan  and  Ugie  are  in 
fiood  condition  and  fishing  exceedingly  well.  Mr. 
Gibbins  and  party  are  having  very  good  sport  on 
the  Beauly.  Last  week  they  bad  twenty-one 
salmon  averagmg  101b.  each  and  aggregating  2071b 
Good  supplies  are  being  got  on  the  coast.  Grilse 
steaaily  on  the  increase,  but  sea-trout  very  scarce. 


Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

On  May  1 1,  Mrs.  Thompson  lauded  a  salmon  weigh- 
ing 13|lb.  on  Rock  Pool,  and  Mr.  Langmore  one  of 
OJlb.  on  Long  Pool.  On  the  12th,  Mrs.  Thompson 
caught  one  of  lOJlb.  on  Langwell  Pool,  and  on  the 
13th  had  one  of  9Jlb.  on  Long  Pool.  On  the  14th,  Mr. 
Langmore  landed  an  11-poundor  on  Einig  Fir  Pool. 
On  the  16th,  Mrs.  Thompson  had  one  of  lO.Jlb.  on 
Fir  Pool,  and  one  of  91b.  on  Bridge  Pool ;  while 
Mrs.  Bramley  grassed  a  13-pounder  on  the  Narrows. 
On  the  ]8th,  Mr.  Thompson  had  one  of  II  ^Ib.  on 
Georges  Pool,  and  another  of  111b.  on  Buck  Pool  ■ 
Mrs.  Thompson  landed  one  of  9|lb.  on  Buck  Pool, 
and  a  12-pounder  on  Rock  Pool.  Mrs.  Bramley 
was  out  on  Loch  Craggie  on  May  11  and  18  and 
made  very  good  baskets  of  well-conditioned  trout. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  week  the  weather  was  very 
hot  and  the  river  low. — B. 

South    of  Scotland.  —  Sea-trout  are  running 
strongly  as  this  is  the  kind  of  weather  that  suits 
them  best.    With  no  more  rain  the  rivers  will 
be  down  to  summer  level  by  next  week  when  the 
worm  and  creeper  will  account  for  nearly  every 
trout.    In  the  Annan  several  sea-trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  with  the  night 
fly,  and  one  or  two  have  also  been  taken  in  the 
Mount  Annan  water.     Several   rods  out  in  the 
upper  reaches  have  had  a  few  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
Sharp  caught  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  all 
killed  with  the  Jackson  fly;  Mr.  Lockhart  had 
one    or    two    sea-trout  in  the   Hoddom  water. 
Similar  reports  come  from  the  Castlemilk  waters. 
In  the  higher  reaches  the  streams  are  too  low  for 
successful  sport.    Mr.  J.  M.  Gray,  on  the  Upper 
Cairn,  took  thirteen  yellow  trout.     The  anglino- 
association  of  Dumfries  and  Maxwelltown  held 
a  competition  on  the  Nith  and  Cairn,  but  the 
sport  was  not  very  good.    There  is  a  good  show  of 
sea-trout  in  the  Nith.    Mr.  Thomson  had  a  nice 
lot    of    yellow    trout    on    Saturday,    May  23, 
at  Kirkconnel   and  Sanquhar.    In  the  Galloway 
rivers  sea-trout  are  running  in  fair  numbers,  but 
they  are  not  rising  well  to  the  fly.    On  the  lochs 
several  rods  have  been  doing  very  well  among 
yellow  trout.     On  Loch  Doon,  of  Ayrshire,  Mr. 
Clark  killed  twenty  yellow  trout  while  out  from  the 
Eghnton  Hotel,  and  Messrs.  Anderson  and  party 
took  eighty-six.    The  angling  is  rather  poor  on  the 
Ayrshire  rivers  at  present  owing  to  the  low  state  of 
the  rivers  and  fine  summer  weather — Heathebbell 
Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.-^ 
Owing  to  warm  weather  and  the  low  state  of  the 
rivers  angling  during  the  daytime  is  almost  a  blank. 
A  few  fair  takes  of  trout  have  been  had  in  the  early 
morning  with  the  worm  on  the  Teviot.    On  the 
22nd  Mr.  Wm.  Mercer  had  a  beautiful  basket  of 
101b.,  all  with  the  worm;  Mr.  Jas.  Cant    31b  • 
Mr.   R.   Hogarth,   4Jlb.    On    the    25th,   Mr.  J. 
Cant,   3|lb.     A  few  salmon  have  been  caught 
durmg  the  week.     On  the  Floors  Castle  upper 
water,  on  the  20th,    Mr.  W.  Hendry  had  one 
of  91b,    At  Carham,  on  the  21st,  Mr.  Perkins  one  of 
1  lib.   On  the  22nd,  at  Birgham,  Mr.  Gray  had  one 
of  1  lib.    On  the  Twizell  water,  on  the  23rd  Mr 
Stoddart  had  one  of  131b.,  and  on  the  25th  one  of 
81b.    An  attempt  was  made  last  week  in  the  Kelso 
district  to  net  the  river  for  pike.    The  operations, 
however,  were  anything  but  successful,  only  two 
small  pike  being  netted,  although  there  seem  to  be 
plenty  in  the  river  by  the  number  who  seek  the 
reward  of  2s.  per  head,  given  by  Sir  Richard  Waldie 
Griffith,  Bart.,  and  the  Kelso  Angling  Association 
- — Maxwheel. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bann  and  Tributaries. —The  weather  of  the 
past  week  was  all  that  could  be  desired  by  anglers 
and  the  river  continued  to  be  reduced  in  volume' 
There  was  a  large  rise  of  sedge  flies,  and  trout  took 
them  m  every  section.  The  run  of  salmon,  that  has 
been  the  largest  known  for  many  years,  continues 
to  come  m  from  the  sea  and  are  passing  over  the 
weirs  of  the  lower  stretches  and  into  the  Kilrea  and 
Portglenone  sections,  where  many  are  remaining 
There  were  few  anglers  on  the  river,  and  there  is 
little  sport  to  record.  Mr.  L.  N.  T.  Mulholland  had 
six  trout,  81b.,  and  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Carry  two 
trout,  41b.,  on  the  Kilrea  reach.  Mr.  W.  H,  Wilson's 
fisherman,  Tom  Graham,  caught  four  salmon  on  the 
Caronroe  section,  101b.,  141b.,  141b.  and  181b  — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— As  the  streams  are  low 
there  was  not  much  sport  on  them  this  week.  How- 
ever, this  was  compensated  by  fair  trouting  on  the 
lakes  and  reservoirs.  The  evening  of  the  22nd  inst 
?f  ^'  Hunter  had  three  trout! 

Mr  W.  M.  Stay  tliree,  and  your  correspondent  four 
and  the  previous  evening  I  had  ten.  On  Trooper's- 
lane  Dam,  on  the  23rd,  Mr.  R.  B.  Andrews  creeled 
ten  half-pounders  and  a  beautiful  fish  of  41b  and 
amongst  others  out  on  Stoneyford  Dam,  Mr  'Long- 
head had  four,  Mr.  P.  M.  Ildowney  three,'  up  to 
iilb.,  and  Mr.  James  Murray  had  several.    Mr,  Sam 


Faulkiner  had  eighteen  on  Marshallstown.  Several 
trout  up  to  21b.  have  been  killed  on  the  Antrim- 
road  waterworks. — J.  B. 

Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal).— The  Bund- 
rowes  was  in  nice  fishing  order  during  the  past 
week  but  bright  hot  weather  has  now  set  in  during 
the  last  three  days,  which  greatly  spoiled  the 
chances  of  sport.  T.  Gihoy,  keeper,  landed  a 
salmon  of  lUb.  on  May  21,  and  a  beautiful  salmon 
weighing  201b.,  on  May  22.— M.  Rooan  and  Sons' 
Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  first 
salmon  of  the  season  on  the  Erne,  taken  with  the 
rod,  was  landed  by  Mr.  Vincent  Wrigley  on  May  23 
a  beautiful  fish  of  221b.  Pat  Rogan,  the  well-known 
fisherman,  assisted  Mr.  Wrigley  in  the  capture  of 
this  fine  fish.  Some  fine  trout  were  taken  by  the 
anglers  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week,  many  of 
them  weighing  lib.,  21b.,  and  2|lb.  The  most 
fortunate  anglers  were:  Mr.  Horsfall  and  friend 
Mr  V.  Wrigley  and  friend,  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  Mr.  R. 
b.  Johnston,  Mr.  G.  E.  Godwin,  and  others.  The 
May  Fly  has  appeared  on  the  waters  here,  but  not 
m  any  numbers  yet.— M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel.  Oughterard).— 
On  May  22  Capt.  Downing  and  Capt.  Jessen,  fishing 
from  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  Oughterard,  secured  a 
large  bag  of  trout  on  the  Corrib.  On  the  23rd  thoy 
also  had  a  good  day's  sport.  Mrs.  Downing  landed 
a  2|lb.  trout  in  fine  condition  on  the  artificial  fly. 
On  May  24  both  gentlemen  had  a  good  day's  sport. 
The  Green  Drake  are  beginning  to  appear.  Mr 
Ellis  captured  three  trout  on  the  Green  Drake 
weighmg  5|lb.  On  May  25  Capt.  Jessen,  Capt. 
Downmg,  and  Capt.  BaUey  secured  good  bags. 
The  fish^re  beginning  to  rise  freely  at  the  May 

-—  Trout  rising  freely  at  the  arti- 
ficial fly.  First  trout  killed  dapping  with  May 
Fly  on  May  24  by  Mr.  D.  Hodgson,  weighing  21b. 
Weather  bright  and  warm.  The  May  Fly  should 
be  well  up  this  week. — S.  B.  D. 

— -  (Kilbeg,  CO.  Galway).  —  The  past 
week  has  been  fine  and  calm,  still  the  trout  rose 
well.  One  angler  in  two  days  had  ten  trout,  on  the 
artificial  bait  and  fly,  weighing  181b.,  largest  two 
scaled  61b.  A  fisherman  had  two  pike,  121b.  and 
101b.  borne  smaller  baskets  of  trout  were  had 
during  the  week.  The  May  Fly  is  up,  prospects  for 
the  coming  week  good. — T.  M. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry)  — 
ihe  weather  has  been  very  bright  and  sultry  and 
only  a  few  anglers  went  out  after  salmon.  On  the 
head  waters  several  salmon  were  seen  rolling  but 
only  a  few  of  them  rose  to  flies.  None  were  had 
durmg  the  week.  A  few  sea-trout  have  been  got 
one  weighing  2ilb.  Brown  trout  have  not  given 
anything  like  good  sport.  Sea  trout  are  reported 
numerous  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  Inny,  but  not 
many  have  come  up  beyond  the  tidal  section  as 
the  water  is  running  low.  Brown  trout  have  yielded 
good  sport  on  the  mountain  lakes,  but  the  fish  were 
all  of  an  mfenor  size.  Salmon,  peal,  and  sea-trout 
are  arriving  in  Waterville  river. — T.  J.  D. 

Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— The 
May  fly  is  well  on.  Notwithstanding  bright  warm 
weather  some  large  baskets  have  been  creeled 
during  the  week.  Captain  Bartholomew  making  the 
largest  on  May  24  ten  trout  ranging  from  lib.  to 
2ilb  largest,  on  Mayfly.    Mr.  Smallwood,  trolling 

2qb  !^j  aT^*"*  ^^''^^  '^''^^ 

Lough  Meivin.— Sport  on  the  lake  generally 
was  not  good  owmg  to  the  bright  weather.  Mr. 

^1^^°*^®'^°'^®^^'™°'^  of  81b.  OQ  May  22- 
\?-    J^}^^1^  ^'"^'^^  *  ('S'a^'wo  ferox)  of  5ib. 

Z^^^  ^^o  ^'^"^'^  ^^"ded  one  salmon  o^ 
101b.  on  May  23;  and  Mr.  Gallagher  landed  one 
salmon  of  Q^lb.  on  May  26.  Trouting  was  poor  for 
most  part  of  the  past  week,  yet  the  anglers  out 
from  Garrison,  Kinlough,  Bundoran,  Ballyihannon 
etc.,  took  some  nice  catches  of  trout  in  the  evenings. 
Major  Hamilton  landed  four  trout,  weighing  8ib 
JJ?'"'?^' T."''  21,   largest  31b.    Mr.  A.  H 

Woods,  Dr.  Dunwoody,  Captain  Peacock,  Mr.  T. 
Oakshott  and  Mr.  Kendall  were  amongst  the  most 
successful  anglers.— M.  Roqan  and  Sons 

Moy  (Ballina).- Water  in  good  order.  Some 
fish  m  the  pools,  but  rising  badly  owing  to  bright 
sunshine  and  north-east  winds,  Mr.  J  C  Wilson 
played  a  few  fish  during  the  week  and  killed  the 
first  summer  fish  of  the  season.  Summer  fish  are 
just  beginning  to  run.  Trout  fishing  on  the  Mov 
opens  on  June  1.  Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  weU 
during  the  week.  A  gentleman  killed  a  good 
fish  on  Friday  (May  22)  weighing  13Jlb.,  and  lost  a 
very  large  one  owing  to  reel  fouling.  Trout  fishers 
are  doing  fau-ly  well  on  the  whole.  Wo  expect 
good  fishing  m  June.— John  Devers 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CiUlen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).  —  Summer  weather  here,  but  very  few 
salmon  or  grilse  coming  from  the  sea.  With  the 
next  spring  tide  there  is  sure  to  be  a  big  run  of 
gnlse  and  sea-trout.   Mr.  J.  C.  Tunnard  had  one 
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salmon  of  111b.  ;  Mr.  Heasey  had  one  salmon  of 
131b.  and  a  grilse  of  31b. ;  Mr.  Morton  had  one 
grilse  of  41b.  ;  and  Mr.  Peach  had  two  salmon,  91b. 
and  lUb.  Trouting  on  the  loughs  on  some  days 
was  fair.  Some  pike  have  been  taken,  largest 
weighing  18 Jib. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Sliannon  and  Lough  Derg'  (Killaloe).  —  The 
following  are  a  few  ot  the  best  bags  made.  On 
May  19  Major  Colberg  [killed  seven  trout,  141b., 
largest,  3Wb. ;  May  20,  fourteen,  271b.;  May  21, 
foior,  ll^lb.  May  22,  Mr.  Lawless,  of  Dublin,  seven, 
231b.,  largest,  6Jlb. ;  May  23,  six,  211b.,  largest, 
5Jlb.  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Malpass  went  out  after  lunch 
and  bagced,  in  half  a  gale,  five,  711b.;  May  22, 
eight,  131b..  largest,  3Jlb. ;  May  23,  six,  7  Jib.  ; 
May  25,  eight.  12ilb.  Mr.  Silves  A.  Hurley  and 
party  have  done  pretty  well  this  week  again. — 
S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  Water  gradually 
falling.  We  expect  the  first  run  of  peal  very  soon. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  seven 
salmon,  271b.,  81b..  111b.,  151b.,  131b.,  211b.,  191b. 
On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed  two  salmon,  111b., 
l(j:Jlb.  On  Newgarden,  Major  Henderson  killed 
three  salmon,  121b.,  141b.,  201b.  On  Hermitage, 
Lord  Massy  killed  two  salmon,  251b..  35Jlb.  On 
Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  two  salmon, 
171b..  21^1b.  On  the  Castle  fishery.  Mr.  E.  T. 
Irgham  killed  one  salmon,  ]5|lb.  On  the  World- 
send,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatly  killed  two  salmon,  14Jlb., 
lolb.  ;  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  one  salmon,  10 Jib.  On 
Landscape,  Mr.  C.  G.  Nix  killed  one  salmon,  141b, 
-.John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MuUingar). — 
It  is  very  unfortunate  that  just  as  the  highest 
expectations  of  sport  were  formed  the  wind  (if  any) 
should  set  into  the  east  and  dash  down  all  hopes. 
It  is  very  rarely,  since  this  occurred,  that  more  than 
three  or  four  fish  have  been  landed  per  boat, 
although  on  Sunday  last,  when  the  breeze  was 
northerly,  one  boat  got  ten  fish.  The  best 
trout  I  have  seen  as  yet  only  weighed  41b. 
The  Green  Drake,  owing  to  the  very  bright 
warm  weather,  are  rising  in  millions  on  Lough 
Ennell,  and  every  hedge,  bush  and  tree  on  shore 
is  literally  draped  with  flies.  They  are  just  com- 
mencing to  rise  on  Lough  Owell,  and  dapping 
has  been  going  on  for  the  past  three  or  four  days 
on  Lough  Derravaragh ;  but  sport  on  all  lakes  is 
poor,  and  what  is  much  feared  is  that  the  great  heat 
will  hurry  on  the  rise  of  fly  all  too  quickly. — T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanx. — May  23. — The  expiring  week  has  been 
one  of  almost  complete  abstinence  from  angling  on 
the  part  of  the  fly  fishing  practitioner,  or  appetite 
on  that  of  the  wily  consumer.  The  sky  has  been 
always  an  expanse  of  unbroken  blue  above 
mountains  shimmering  in  opalescent  haze,  and  the 
river  waters  mostly  as  thick  as  paint,  or  so  low  as 
to  drive  the  inhabitants  into  retirement.  Hardly 
an  odd  small  trout  was  seen  to  rise  in  the  Stockalper 
amongst  shoals  of  teasing  little  ablettes  or  small 
pregnant  vengeron,  and  miles  of  the  Vaudois  were 
assiduously  fished  without  even  these  results.  Of 
course  this  state  of  things  will  end  in  thvmder- 
stormi?.  which  should  make  the  mountains  tremble 
and  rfcur  anon,  but  the  signs  of  such  relief  are 
still  distant.  In  such  weather  something  might  be 
done  at  dusk  if  one  lived  near  the  rivers  were  it 
not  for  the  rule  that  fair  angling  ceases  at  eight 
o'clock,  when  by  report  the  streams  are  abandoned 
to  the  malpractices  of  the  braconnier.  In  the 
private  fishing  of  the  Bramois  stream,  near  Sierre, 
there  are  said  to  be  twice  as  many  trout  as  there 
was  last  year,  good  news  for  those  who  avail  them- 
selves of  the  liberal  permission  given  by  the  pro- 
prietor.— Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Eastbourne.  —  The  bass  have  arrived  in  very 
large  numbers  both  round  the  pier  head  and  at 
Beachy  Head.  On  May  20  I  had  a  nice  mackerel 
on  a  Spinner.  On  May  22,  at  Beachy  Head,  I  had 
>!rand  sport,  catching  thirty  bass  weighing  over 
301b.  Four  fish  weighed  from  21b.  to  2\\h.  each, 
and  eight  or  nine  others  from  lib.  to  Iflb.  Nearly 
all  were  caught  on  artificial  sand-eel  in  about  two- 
and-a-half  hours'  fishing.  Nice  easterly  wind  has 
coloured  the  water,  and  prospects  are  excellent  for 
holiday  anelers. — J.  W.  S. 

Penzance.  —  We  are  having  very  fine  weather, 
arid  boat  angling  in  the  bay  has  commenced.  Pier 
anglers  are  only  having  poor  sport.  Mackerel  are 
showing  up,  but  in  very  small  "schools."  and  some 
distance  from  land.- — H. 

Flymouth. — The  warm  weather  has  come  in  very 
suddenly,  and  from  all  appearances  it  is  settled. 
Fishing  has  continued  good  all  through  the  week, 
HxuX  some  good  bass  have  boeu  taken  at  the  back 
of  the  Island  fly  fishing  with  a  rod  from  a  boat. 
Some  seven  and  eight  pounders  have  been  caught. 


There  is  an  enormous  quantity  of  brit  about,  and 
the  bass  are  playing  amongst  them.  It  is  also  a 
sign  that  the  mackerel  are  about,  for  they  generally 
drive  the  brit  in  shore ;  that  there  are  large  quantities 
of  these  fish  about  is  certain,  as  they  are  being 
caught  both  to  the  eastward  and  westward  and 
also  in  the  bay  here.  You  want  a  good  breeze  to 
enable  you  to  sail  about  four  or  five  knots  with  a 
sinker  from  lib.  to  2lb.  with  a  single  gut  trace  and  a 
spinner  at  the  end.  This  is  fine  sport  when  you  get 
amongst  them  and  they  are  taking  freely. — William 
Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — Fishing  has  much  improved  with 
the  better  weather.  From  the  Iron  Pier  and  the 
Marina  some  nice  bass  have  been  taken,  also  sand 
dabs  and  silver  eels.  From  the  West  Pier  fair  takes 
of  sand  dabs  and  silver  eels  have  been  had,  the 
latter  large  for  the  time  of  year  ;  the  harbour  has 
also  afforded  sport  with  large  fiounders  and  eels. 
Outside  the  north-east  wind  has  made  the  water  a 
bit  lumpy,  and  only  a  few  flatfish  and  codling  have 
been  taken  by  the  boats.  Anglers  will  please  note 
that  fishing  from  the  landing-stages  on  the  East 
Pier  is  now  stopped  till  the  end  of  September.  The 
tides  serve  well  for  the  holidays,  and  the  outlook 
generally  is  good. — Grey  Mullet. 

Scarborough. — Pier  anglers  are  catching  plaice 
and  dabs.  Silver  whiting  have  not  yet  come  into 
the  bay. — H. 

Torcross  (S.  Devon). — Owing  to  unfavourable 
weather,  the  boats  have  not  been  able  to  go  to  sea 
since  Monday  last.  The  bay  has  been  full  of 
mackerel  for  the  last  ten  days,  but  there  are  no 
visitors  here  to  participate  in  the  sport.  The  last 
day  the  boats  were  out  (Monday)  over  ten  thousand 
mackerel  were  landed.  Fishing  for  plaice  and  dabs 
is  also  very  good  just  now,  and  there  have  been 
some  good  catches  of  grey  mullet. — -W.  V. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  here  is  now  very  fine, 
and  tuere  is  a  nice  lot  of  fish  about,  silver  and  pout 
whiting  off  the  "  Abbey  "  running  about  fib.  to  lib. 
Pollack  off  the  Breakwater,  bass  and  pollack  in  the 
harbour,  and  a  few  mackerel  are  coming  round  from 
.the  West  Bay,  but  they  are  rather  shy  of  the  hook 
at  present.  It  is  several  years  since  so  many  have 
been  taken  in  the  nets,  as  many  as  10,000  and 
12,000  being  frequently  landed.— A.  H.  Roberts. 


Jlssociafions 

(Speoiai,  MektinosJ. 


Briny  Anglers'  Association. 

A  Roving  Sea  Competition,  open  to  all  England, 
at  Littlehampton  on  June  7.  Rod  and  line  only  ; 
no  boat  fishing  allowed.  Entrance  fee.  Is.  Trains 
from  London  Bridge  and  Victoria,  8.5  a.m.  ; 
Kensington,  8.30;  West  Brompton,  8.32;  Chelsea, 
8.34;  Battersea,  8.37;  Clapham  Junction,  8.12; 
Balham,  8.17  ;  Peckham  Rye,  8.13;  East  Dulwich, 
8.1G  ;  Tulse  Hill,  8.20;  Streatham,  8.24.  4s.  return, 
by  the  L.B.  &  S.C.  excursion.  For  other  stations 
see  company's  bills. — W.  Poole. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
On  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  R.  C.  Graham  occupied 
the  chair.  Reports  from  the  agents  at  Southend 
and  Penzance  were  read,  also  letters  from  the  Pier- 
master  at  Bognor  announcing  that  sea-bream  were 
on  feed.  The  advent  of  the  sardine  in  plenty  on 
the  Brittany  coast  and  of  the  mackerel  in  the 
charmel  was  noted  with  satisfaction.  The  warm 
and  hearty  reception  accorded  to  Mr.  Aylwin 
Fellowes,  V.P.,  who  represents  the  Fisheries 
Minister  in  the  Commons,  was  taken  to  mean  that 
the  attention  of  that  august  body  might  now  be 
directed  to  the  sore  needs  of  the  fishing  industry. 
Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  then  opened  the  subject  set 
down  for  discussion — "  The  Necessary  Equipment 
of  a  Sea  Angler."  In  short  compact  sentences  he 
quickly  said  what  was  to  be  said  upon  this  useful 
subject,  as  a  skilful  man  not  exhausting  the 
subject,  but  placing  it  upon  lines  readily  taken 
up  by  members  present.  The  result  was  one 
of  the  best  conducted  discussions  of  the  year 
taken  part  in  by  nearly  all  the  members  present, 
notably  by  Messrs.  Bates.  Bass,  Minchin, 
Parker,  Edwards,  Kemp,  Pickup,  and  Summers. 
The  discussion  formed  part  of  a  series,  to  run 
during  the  summer  mouths  when  sea  fishing  was 
not,  and  was  carefully  defined  as  an  attempt  to  put 
the  young  and  comparatively  inexperienced  member 
in  possession  of  the  accumulated  experience  of  his 
seniors  in  the  sport.  It  -was  declared  that,  between 
members,  nothing,  not  even  the  fencing  master's 
reserved  stroke,  was  •'  kept  up  the  sleeve." 
Freedom  of  movement,  the  maintenance  of 
the  watmtli  of  the  body,  and  the  dryness 
of  the  extremities  was  much  dwelt  upon.  Safety 
in  the  water  was  thought  of,  and  the  use  of 
the  heavy  fisherman's  boot  discouraged.  Oilskins 
and  suits  were  handed  round  of  varied  make  and 


material,  also  boots,  and  the  mode  of  taking 
care  of  them  and  drying  them  dilated  upon. 
Rubber  boots  had  their  defenders,  but  leather  was 
awarded  the  preference.  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary, 
announced  the  subject  of  discussion  for  Wednesday 
(June  10),  there  being  no  meeting  in  Bank  H<jliday 
week — "Reels  and  Lines";  June  17,  "Tackle 
Attachments  to  Lines,  Paternosters,"  and  on 
June  24.  "Ledgers,"  and  other  forms  of  tackle. — 
Hon.  Reporter. 

City  ov  London  Pisoatobial  Society. 

A  fairly  well  attended  meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  May  26,  Mr.  Bergnie  presiding.  Sundry 
reports  relative  to  fishing  and  fishery  matters  were 
made  by  Messrs.  Fosbrooke,  Maynard,  and  other 
gentlemen.  A  new  member,  proposed  on  May  11, 
was  balloted  for  and  elected.  Mr.  Fosbrooke 
exhibited  some  very  nicely  prepared  specimens  of 
the  jaws,  palates,  and  teeth,  also  scales,  of  bream 
and  perch.  The  secretary  will  be  glad  to  hear  from 
members  requiring  privilege  tickets,  specifying 
whether  Anglers'  Association  or  Central.  There 
will  be  no  meeting  on  the  Tuesday  in  Whitsun 
week. — -Hon.  Sec. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society. 

We  held  our  twentieth  aimual  dinner  at  the 
Druid's  Head,  Deptford,  on  May  20.  Owing  to 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  our  president,  Mr. 
Dowsett,  Mr.  G.  Young  took  the  chair,  Mr.  Marshall 
being  in  the  vice-ohair.  There  were  about  fort>' 
members  and  friends  present,  and  a  most  excellent 
repast  was  provided  by  Host  Mackrell.  After  the 
secretary's  report,  which  stated  that  there  were 
nearly  100  members  and  £35  to  the  credit  of  the 
society,  the  chairman  distributed  the  prizes  won 
during  the  season.  Mr.  Thurston  won  the  president's 
prize,  the  other  prize  winners  being  Messrs.  Robin- 
son, Church,  Taylor,  Young,  Canton,  Freak,  Gil  bey, 
Clark,  Lambert,  Slatter,  Orsman,  and  Grant.  They 
were  for  specimen  fish  only,  gross  weight  being 
entirely  prohibited  by  the  rules  of  the  dub.  The 
musical  arrangements  were  first  class  and  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Bert  Lambert.  A  most  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent,  the  company  breaking  up 
at  midnight. — J.  Dryden,  Sec. 

GbESHAM  ANGLINa  SOOIETY, 

Mr.  H.  Davey  Turner  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Several  trout  have  been 
taken  from  the  Chesham  waters  up  to  16in.  in  length, 
and  smaller  ones  returned  to  afford  sport  in  the 
future.  Messrs.  Buckingham  and  F.  A.  Gray  have 
had  good  takes  of  fiat-fish  from  Leigh,  and  Mr. 
Emery  captured  some  good  chub  on  the  Lea  when 
spinning  for  trout,  but  these,  of  course,  were 
returned  to  the  water.  He  reported  these  fish  as 
being  quite  clean  and  unspwaned.  A  small 
but  interestLog  exhibition  of  trout  flies  and 
tackle  was  held,  and  the  members'  exhibits 
were  supplemented  by  articles  from  Messrs.  Carter 
and  Co.  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss.  The  former  sent, 
among  other  things,  some  splendidly  tied  May  Flies 
with  celluloid  bodies,  and  flne  specimens  of  their 
split-cane  fly-rods,  cast  and  fly  boxes,  cases,  etc. 
Mr.  Austin  showed  some  beautiful  Mays,  and  also 
some  of  the  neatest  tied  trout  flies  we  have  seen 
for  a  long  time.  Specimens  of  his  midges,  mentioned 
by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  were  also  on  view.  It  was 
generally  conceded  that  if  flies  such  as  these  failed 
to  tempt  the  wary  trout,  he  must  be  very  fastidious 
indeed.  Votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  these 
gentlemen  for  their  kindness.  —  F.  E.  Eldred, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  FranTs  Ward  presided  over  Monday's  meeting, 
and  interesting  particulars  were  given  by  Mr.  Robert 
C.  Blundell  as  to  the  satisfactory  state  of  the  Lam- 
bourn  at  Newbury,  an  extra  portion  of  which  has 
just  been  added  to  the  society's  fishing  there.  It 
was  mentioned  that  the  long  black  "  Lambourn 
trouts "  of  bygone  days  had  almost  entirely  dis- 
appeared, the  existing  stock  being  vastly  superioj' 
in  point  of  quality  to  what  obtained  a  lew  years 
ago.  The  cleaning  and  mudding  operations  which 
the  society  has  been  engaged  in,  and  proposes  to 
continue  in  the  autumn,  will  tend  still  further  to 
improve  the  fishing  in  the  long  stretch  rented  for 
members.  The  water,  too,  holds  a  large  number 
of  big  grayling,  Mr.  Blundell  himself  taking  and 
returning  one  on  May  23,  weighing,  though  out  of 
condition,  fully  2lb.  The  weeds  have  now  been 
cut,  and  as  several  May  Fly  have  alreadj^  been 
noticed  it  is  anticipated  that  by  the  middle  of  next 
week  the  fly  will  be  properly  up.  The  May  Fly  has 
also  been  seen  at  Uxbridge,  and  on  May  24  there 
was  a  considerable  rise  at  West  Drayton  on  tho 
Thorney  Weir  Fishery.  There  were  few  reports  of 
catches  of  fish,  the  \veed  cutting  previous  to  tho 
JNlay  Fly  Carnival  having  made  the  trout  rather  ' 
wild. — Hon.  Sec. 
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South  London  Anglees'  United  Visiting  List. 

The  St.  Albans  Angling  Society  received  a  visit 
from  the  clubs  on  the  above  list  on  Thursday, 
May  21,  Mr.  Tommy  Gibbs  in  the  chair,  when 
thirteen  clubs  answered  to  the  roll-call.  —  A.  G. 
Smith,  Hon.  Sec. 

St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  Society. 
This  society  held  its  annual  concert  and  distribu 
tion  of  prizes  on  Monday  (May  25)  at  Ye  Knights 
of  St.  John,  Queen's-terrace.  Mr.  F.  Harris  and 
Mr.  H.  Salmon  were  chairman  and  vice-chairman 
respectively,  and  were  supported  by  nearly  one 
hundred  members  and  their  friends.  Mr.  Lilley, 
the  secretary  of  the  society,  was  the  most  successful 
prize- winner,  taking  both  the  club  and  the  chief 
special  prizes.  A  capital  programme  was  arranged, 
to  which  Messrs.  C.  McCauley,  Arthur  Warsop, 
Churchill,  Wills,  and  Brown,  contributed  to  the 
harmony.  The  ladies  must  not  be  omitted,  for 
there  were  Miss  Edith  Brace,  Miss  Woolfenden,  and 
Mrs.  Reed,  whose  whistling  solos  brought  down  the 
house.  The  worthy  host,  Mr.  Frank  Reed,  was  in 
good  voice.  It  was  a  good  evening,  and  all  present 
enjoyed  themselves. 


^offings  bp^f^c  iSap. 

"  To-morrow,  to-morrow.  It  always  comes.  But 
the  things  that  should  be  done  on  that  day — what 
becomes  of  them  I    Where  are  they?" 

— Sib  Walter  Besant. 


6noe  again  has  Mr.  Carter-Platts  added  to  the 
gaiety  of  nations,  this  time  with  "Up-to-to-morrow  " 
(published  by  John  Long,  3s.  6d.).  In  the  new  hero, 
Silas  K.  Chumson — who  is  not  content,  as  most  of  us 
are,  to  be  up-to-date,  but  has  a  constant  and  con 
tinual  hankering  to  be  "  up-to-to-morrow  " — we 
have  a  friend  who  will  rank  second  only  to  Uncle 
Parker.  A  "  progressive  inventor is  this  Mr. 
Chumson,  and  to  read  of  his  first  idea,  "  the  auto- 
matic burglar  clutch,"  is  to  laugh;  to  read  of  his 
second,  "  the  revolving  dance  floor,"  is  to  laugh 
more;  while  to  read  of  his  third,  "the  Radical- 
Conservative  daily  paper,"  is  to  laugh  most.  We 
all  know  the  recipe  for  "growing  fat,"  and 
certainly  as  I  proceeded  onwards  through  "  Up-to- 
to-morrow  "  I  felt  myself  "swelling  wisibly." 
Mr.  Chumson  should,  in  common  justice,  invent  a 
patent  anti-fat  mixture,  and  supply  a  bottle  with 
every  copy,  a  double  dose  to  be  taken  after  reading 
"A  Deal  in  Trunks,"  wherein  Mr.  Platts  tells,  in 
his  very  best  vein,  of  a  "  little  yellow  tin  trunk  " 
that  is  lost  and  advertised  for,  and  of  the  "surging 
sea  of  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  tin  trunks  "  that 
the  advertisement  produces.  Finally  our  inventor 
retires  (forcibly)  to  the  seclusion  of  the  county 
asylum,  whence,  however,  I  hope  he  will  some  day 
invent  a  way  of  escape  and  give  us  a  further  volume 
of  "Up-to-to-morrow." 


Owing  to  Whit  Monday  falling  on  the  first  Monday 
in  June,  the  Central's  delegate  meeting  will  be  post- 
poned until  June  8,  at  9  p.m.,  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. 


"C.  H.  W.,"  writing  in]  the  Surrey  Advertiser, 
says  :  "A  fatal  accident  occurred  at  Sunbury  Weir 
again,  I  understand,  the  effect  of  approaching  too 
near  the  weir  in  a  heavy  stream,  and  as  one  sees  so 
many  foolish  proceedings  in  punts  and  boats,  the 
marvel  is  that  accidents  are  not  of  almost  daily 
occurrence.  The  warning  is  given  so  constantly 
not  to  approach  weirs,  and  in  many  cases  is  so 
entirely  disregarded  ;  sooner  or  later  the  foolhardy 
or  unwary  make  one  mistake,  and  the  result  is 
terrible.  I  think  no  one  treats  weir  streams  with 
more  respect  than  the  experienced  fisher — he  knows 
the  danger  and  acts  accordingly.  Should  anything 
go  wrong  he  has  experience  to  help  him,  and  can 
generally  extricate  himself  if  in  danger.  The  in- 
experienced hand  makes  things  ten  times  worse  by 
generally  doing  the  very  thing  he  should  not, 
especially  that  of  standing  up  in  a  boat  immediately 
anything  happens.  Ladies  are  frequently  taken 
into  weir-runs  by  men  who  wish  to  display  their 
marvellous  sculling  or  punting,  and  the  upper  weir 
at  Shepperton  will  one  day  prove  a  death-trap  to 
someone.  I  have  seen  a  few  escapes  there  that  have 
been  horrible  to  witness,  the  occupants  of  the  boats 
being  quite  unaware  of  their  danger,  treating  a 
deeply-sunken  skull-blade  and  a  nearly  capsized 
boat  as  a  huge  joke.  The  mere  sight  of  a  board 
displaying  '  Danger  '  in  large  letters  should  prevent 
alt  but  fools  from  entering  a  stream  to  see  if  it  be 
really  dangerous.  In  some  cases  it  would  really 
appear  the  reverse  is  the  result.  The  river  is  a 
most  beautiful  play-place  for  all,  but  there  is  a 
tragic  side  to  it  unless  proper  precautions  bo  taken, 
and  once  more  I  write  to  draw  attention  to  the 
dangers  of  weirs." 


On  Thursday,  June  4,  the  Sundial  Angling 
Society  hold  their  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  at  the  Windsor  Castle  Hotel,  Hammersmith. 
This  function  is  looked  forward  to  with  great 
interest,  as  Mr.  Philip  Geen  (President  of  the  London 
Anglers'  Association)  will  preside,  supported  by 
many  well-known  anglers. 


Yet  another  penny  weekly  is  with  us — "  T.  A.  T." 
(Tales  and  Talk).  As  its  name  implies  it  is  crammed 
full  of  "  tales  and  talk  "  of  a  very  interesting  nature. 
It  is  contributed  to  by  some  of  the  best  known 
writers,  is  of  a  convenient  size  for  the  pocket,  and 
may  be  obtained  of  all  newsvendors.  It  is  pub- 
lished by  Edwin  J.  Brett  (Ltd.).  6,  West  Hardine- 
street,  E.  C.  ^ 


The  following  is  the  programme  as  arranged  by 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society  for  the  month  ending 
J une  30  :— June  2,  No  meeting ;  0th,  Instruction  in 
fly  casting  at  Chesham;  9th,  Committee  and 
ordmary  meeting  ;  1 6th,  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker, 
"Electricity  and  Rainfall."  Read  by  a  member' 
20th,  Instruction  in  fly  casting  at  Chesham ;  23rd' 
Ordinary  meeting.  Discussion  on  "  Fly  Fishing  "  • 
27th.  Instruction  in  fly  casting  at  Chesham  ;  30th' 
Ordinary  meeting.  "Angling  Reminiscences,"  by 
members. 


Ip  any  one  has  a  horror  of  icicles,  and  would  never 
have  the  mild  temperature  of  the  air  interrupted  by 
the  presence  of  a  hoar  frost,  let  him  emigrate  with 
the  climate.  Let  him  spend  the  month  of  January 
in  Portugal,  February  in  the  Madeiras,  March  in 
Spain,  April  in  Sicily,  May  in  Lapland,  June  in 
Italy,  July  in  Switzerland,  August  in  i  France, 
September  in  England,  October  among  the  forests 
of  America,  November  in  Crete,  and  December  in 
the  islands  of  the  Cape  de  Verd.  By  this  rotatory 
motion  he  may  enjoy  a  delicious  temperature,  and 
revel  in  honeysuckle  and  roses  all  the  year  round. 

THE  SANDHOPPER  AND  THE  SHRIMP. 

A  FABLE  FOB  HIGH-BORN  LADYES. 

A  sandhoppee  sighed  on  the  shore. 

Sighed  as  he  hopped  by  the  sea. 
Languid  and  limp  for  the  love  of  a  shrimp, 

A  sorry  crustacean  was  he. 
Till  he  plunged  in  the  tide,  and  he  sought  for  his 
bride. 

But  he  drowned,  and  he  died,  did  he. 

The  shrimp  in  a  beautiful  pool 
Pined  for  her  lover  on  land. 
"I  were  glad,  I  were  gay,"  she  would  sobbingly 
say, 

"  Could  I  go  for  a  walk  on  the  sand  !  " 
And  she  did,  but  she  died  at  the  turn  of  the  tide, 
For  she  wasn't  constructed  for  sand. 

MORAL. 

The  moral  is  perfectly  plain, 

O  maidens  of  lofty  degree. 
Go  marry  an  earl,  with  his  lip  all  a-curl. 

And  think  not  so  fondly  of  me. 
O  wed  in  your  rank,  with  an  eye  on  the  bank. 

But  don't  come  a-courting  to  me. 

— New  York  Tribune. 


In  that  vivacious  little  weekly,  Romance,  pub- 
lished by  the  Aldine  Publishing  Company,  Crown 
Court,  Chancery  Lane,  imder  the  title  of  "Gossip," 
appears  the  following  : — "'Tillie  Slowboy,"  who  is 
evidently  an  admirer  of  Dickens,  would  like  to 
know  what  kind  of  men  make  the  best  husbands. 
I  will  not  ventiire  an  opinion  myself,  but  an 
authority  on  mankind  has  given  his  views  on  this 
interesting  question.  Among  the  really  nice  ones 
he  classes  the  man  who  is  fond  of  fishing,  the 
lawyer,  and  the  all-round  journalist.  He  does  not 
grow  enthusiastic  over  the  popular  doctor  as  a 
husband,  and  a  musical  genias  or  a  man  of  letters 
gives  him  cold  chills  and  shudders." 


Mb.  Henet  Tisley  writes:  "Formalin  in  solu- 
tion of  any  strength  is  a  corrosive  poison,  and  the 
vapour  which  it  gives  off  is  also  poisonous.  In  the 
attenuated  form  generally  used  for  preserving  bait, 
etc.,  it  is  not  likely  to  do  much  harm,  but  care 
should  be  taken  to  see  that  the  skin  on  the  hands 
is  free  from  cuts,  scratches,  or  abrasions  of  any  kind. 
This  subject  has  been  touched  upon  in  a  previous 
number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette." 


Under  the  title  of  the  "  Briny  "  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, a  competition,  open  to  all  England — as  good 
Ben  Abrahams  always  says,  "Let  'em  all  come" — 
will  take  place  at  Littlehampton  on  June  7. 
Entrance  fee,  one  shilling.  The  retiirn  ticket  from 
London  will  cost  four  shillings.    Some  good  prizes 


will  be  given ;  and  as  no  boat  fishing  is  allowed  it 
will  be  interesting  to  hear  what  success  will  be 
attained  "  bank  only." 


"We  have  to  pay  dear  for  our  fish."  That  was 
the  key-note  of  an  interesting  and  suggestive  Dutch 
play  produced  at  the  Imperial  Theatre.  The  author, 
Hermann  Heijermans,(is  quite  unknown  in  England. 
"The  Good  Hope,"  which  tells  the  story  of  a  Dutch 
fishing  village,  is  replete  with  horrors.  "  We  hav« 
to  pay  dear  for  our  fish."  The  people  of  the  play-- 
common,  ordinary  working  folk  in  the  Dutch  iLshmg 
village — feel  this  burden  intensely.  The  blood  tax 
rests  heavily  on  the  little  hamlet ;  every  family  has 
its  own  sad  tale  to  tell  of  father,  or  brother,  or 
sweetheart  drowned,  in  order  that  the  country  may 
feed  on  fish.  Old  ICniertje,  a  fisherman's  widow, 
has  paid  her  tribute  in  the  loss  of  husband  and 
elder  son ;  so,  too,  have  Saart  and  Truus,  while  the 
two  old  pensioners,  Cobus  and  Daantje,  who  have 
got  into  a  sort  of  haven  of  rest  tlirough  sheer  old 
age  and  infirmity,  can  contribute  their  quota  to  the 
melancholy  record  of  loss  and  disaster  and  suffering. 
The  whole  play  is  vivid,  intense,  and  realistic.  It 
is  an  amplification  of  the  sad  truth  in  the  old  times, 
which  tells  how  "wives  and  mithers  maist  dis- 
pairin'  "  call  the  "  caller  herrin's  "  "lives  o'  men," 


The  biggest  of  fresh- water  fishes,  the  "  arapaima," 
of  the  Amazon,  in  South  America,  which  grows  to 
6ft.  in  length,  has,  according  to  Science  Siftings, 
teeth  on  its  tongue,  so  that  the  latter  resembles  a 
file,  and  is  used  as  such.  Some  kinds  of  trout  also 
have  the  same  peculiarity.  Fishes  that  swallow 
their  prey  entire  have  teeth  so  supported  on  flexible 
bases  as  to  bend  backwards,  but  not  forwards,  in 
order  that  their  victims  shall  not  escape  after  they 
have  been  seized. 


While  the  Eddystone  Lighthouse  was  erecting,  a 
French  privateer  took  the  men  upon  the  rock, 
together  with  their  tools,  and  carried  them  tt> 
France,  and  the  captain  was  in  expectation  of  a 
reward  for  the  achievement.  Wliile  the  captives 
lay  in  prison  the  transaction  reached  the  ears  of 
Louis  XIV. ;  he  immediately  ordered  them  to  be 
released,  and  the  captors  put  in  their  places, 
declaring  that  though  he  was  at  war  with  England 
he  was  not  so  with  mankind.  He  directed  the  men 
to  be  sent  back  to  their  work  with  presents, 
observing  that  the  Eddystone  Lighthouse  was  so 
situated  as  to  be  of  equal  service  to  all  nations 
having  occasion  to  navigate  the  Channel  between 
England  and  France. 


Feom  Calcutta  comes  the  strange  news  that  the 
skins  of  frogs  are  now  being  used  to  a  considerable 
extent  throughout  India  for  the  purpose  of  binding 
books.  Frogs  abound  in  that  country,  and  book- 
binders claim  that  their  skins  can  be  exquisitely 
coloured,  and  when  turned  into  leather  are  pliable 
and  durable.  The  cost  of  dyeing  and  tanning  is, 
however,  somewhat  greater  than  ia  the  case  of 
ordinary  skins,  and  therefore  for  the  present  only 
choice  books  and  those  which  are  not  intended  to  be 
handled  roughly  are  covered  with  frogs'  skins. 


An  exciseman  walking  by  the  side  of  a  river 
espied  a  boy  fishing,  who  knew  him  to  be  of  that 
profession.  "My  lad,"  said  he,  "  what  do  you  fish 
for  ?  "  "I  fish  for  the  devil,"  replied  the  boy,  "  but 
want  the  right  bait  to  catch  him."  "  What  bait  is 
that?"  said  the  other.  "Indeed,  sir."  replied  the 
boy,  "  I  have  been  told  there  is  no  bait  better  than 
an  exciseman." 


A  FEW  years  ago,  as  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
Guards  was  passing  through  PaU  Mall  in  his 
regimentals,  a  chimney-sweeper  happened  to  rub 
against  him,  "You  dirty  black  rascal,"  said  the 
son  of  Mars,  "how  dare  you  come  so  close  to  me  ?  " 
"  Black  rascal !  you  lobster,"  quoth  the  other,  "  you 
were  as  black  as  me  before  vou  were  boiled." 


I  CULL  this  passage  from  a  serial  story  in  a  local 
paper.  "Before  they  had  gone  very  far,  Hughes 
grasped  him  by  the  arm  and  pointed  into  the  heart 
of  the  wood.  They  both  stopped,  and  saw  in  the 
distance  the  strands  of  the  giant  web,  like  fine 
threads,  against  a  clear  piece  of  sky.  In  the  centre 
was  a  large  dark  patch,  with  four  arms  or  legs,  like 
the  figure  of  a  man  clinging  to  a  wall ;  and,  as  they 
looked,  it  seemed  as  though  the  limbs  moved. 
Nearer  the  edge  of  the  web  were  four  other  patches, 
but  these  were  motionless.  The  sight  reminded 
them  horribly  of  a  spider  and  four  dead  blue- 
bottles." [What  had  Hughes  and  his  friend  been 
drinking  ?  I  should  say  something  they  were  not 
Hughes' d  to.f|  Dragnet. 


Mat  30,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Pfovifieial  fltigling  liotes 

mttst  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  some  grand  weather  and  the 
country  is  now  looking  at  its  best,  and  if  the  weather 
continues  as  it  is  now  there  will  be  a  large  number 
of  fly  fishermen  out.  The  various  railway  companies 
are  running  excursions  to  all  parts.  There  is  a 
cheap  excursion  to  Bewdley,  Newnham  Bridge,  and 
Tenbury  on  Whit  Tuesday,  which  no  doubt  will  be 
greatly  patronised  £is  the  fishing  at  the  places  men- 
tioned is  very  good.  There  will  be  a  number  of 
rods  out  in  the  Arley  and  Bridgnorth  districts 
as  the  river  Severn  is  now  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, and  the  fishing  in  the  districts  named 
is  reported  to  be  better  than  it  has  been  for  some 
years,  and  the  fish  are  plentiful.  The  trout  pools 
near  to  Bromsgrove  will  be  opened  on  Whit  Tues- 
day. There  is  plenty  of  fish  in  these  pools,  and 
sport  should  be  good.  Some  good  fish  have  been 
taken  from  the  Blythe  near  to  Hamstill  Hedware, 
the  best  fish  taken  weighing  close  upon  a  pound. 
A  nice  trout  of  over  a  pound  in  weight  was  caught 
from  the  little  brook  near  to  the  Sara  Hole  Mill  at 
Moseley,  which  is  about  three  miles  from  the 
centre  of  the  city.  The  Whitacre  reservoir  has 
not  turned  out  very  good  so  far  this  year,  but  now 
that  the  weather  has  changed  for  the  best,  better 
sport  may  be  looked  forward  to.  A  fine  trout  was 
taken  from  tho  Teme  on  May  21  by  Mr.  A.  Curtis, 
which  weighed  7  fib.  This  river  will  be  in  spend  id 
condition,  and  will  be  well  patronised  during  the 
holidays.  The  Midland  Piscatorial  Societyj  have 
decided  to  hold  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Paul 
Pry  Hotel,  Alrewas.  The  farmers  who  rent  the  land 
adjoining  the  river  are  invited  to  the  dinner,  which 
is  always  well  attended,  and  through  the  good 
attentions  of  Mr.  T.  Coles,  the  secretary,  has  always 
been  a  success.  The  Hands  worth  Society  have  taken 
a  portion  of  the  Severn  between  Bewdley  and  Arley. 
The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  have 
decided  to  fish  their  annual  contest  at  Penkridge, 
on  Saturday.  July  11;  bills  giving  the  full  par- 
ticulars will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  secretaries. 
There  is  a  little  trouble  down  Aston  way,  owing  to 
the  Aston  Crown  Society  wishing  to  remove  to  the 
Barton  Arms,  Aston ;  there  is  a  strong  opposition 
to  the  removal,  and  two  clubs  say  that  if  the  re- 
moval is  sanctioned  they  will  leave  the  Birmingham 
and  join  the  Provincial  Association. 


names  of  successful  trout  fishers  are  given;  the  best 
fish  was  one  of  21b.  to  Mr.  J.  Waywell.  This  river 
is  in  excellent  order  at  the  time  of  writing.  A 
report  from  the  White  Hart,  Sedbergh,  reports  fair 
sport  on  the  average,  but  that  the  river  is  running 
low  and  clear  and  the  evening  fishing  the  best.  A 
decent  freshet  did  the  river  good  some  days  since. 
One  basket  of  twenty  brace  is  noted  from  the 
Wenning.  The  Lune  and  its  tributaries  appear  to 
be  affording  better  sport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

By  the  time  these  notes  are  in  print  we  shall  have 
entered  upon  the  most  popular  holiday,  in  this  dis- 
trict, of  the  year.  The  Sun  Angling  Society  have 
fixed  on  July  19  for  the  first  match,  and  announce 
successful  stocking  in  their  private  waters  in 
Cheshire.  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass  is  paying  a  visit  to 
Killaloe,  where,  despite  calm  weather  and  brilliant 
sunshine,  he  is  getting  fair  sport.  The  fly  is  well 
up.  Seventeen  trout,  lib.  to  31b.,  is  not  bad  under 
foregoing  conditions.  The  Duchy  Angling  Society 
announce  a  very  important  meeting  for  next 
Monday. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  on  Wednesday  was  running  in  grand 
condition  for  trout  fishing,  and  with  much  warmer 
weather  in  existence,  holders  of  licences  ought  now 
to  be  able  to  pick  up  a  few  fish  on  those  waters  on 
which  they  are  known  to  abound.  For  preference 
of  bait  commend  me  to  the  trolling  mianow, 
slowly  worked  on  the  edge  of  the  streams. 
Odd  specimens  are  reported  to  have  been  taken 
during  the  week  at  the  outflow  of  the  Greet  and  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Fiskerton  Wall,  and  from 
what  I  can  learn  some  remarkably  fine  fellows  have 
come  out  of  the  tributary  named.  Amongst  others 
excelling  mention  may  be  made  of  Mr.  W.  J. 
Rayson  and  Mr.  T.  Lewis  of  the  City  Waltonians. 
Sport  has  also  been  better  on  certain  parts  of  the 
Dover  Beck,  both  above  and  below  Lowdham, whilst 
a  few  "  pounders  "  have  been  met  with  by  City 
sportsmen  on  the  Smite  in  theColston  Bassett  district. 
The  hot  weather  has  given  a  great  stimulus  to  the 
spawning  of  such  fish  as  barbel,  chub,  roach,  and 
bream  on  the  main  river.  The  favourite  grounds 
are  covered,  and  in  another  week  or  so  chub  and 
roach  may  be  expected  in  the  rapids.  I  hear  that 
a  portion  of  the  Beeston  fishery  is  in  dispute  and 
that  legal  proceedings  for  the  purpose  of  settling  it 
have  been  commenced.  The  deadly  caddis  grub  is 
now  on  the  market.'and  very  soon  the  May  Fly  will 
be  up  on  the  tributaries. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  conditions  for  trout  fishing  have  been  very 
much  better  this  week  than  they  have  been  since 
the  commencement  of  the  season.  Although  the 
nights  and  mornings  have  been  somewhat  cold — the 
result  of  the  persistent  east  winds — the  weather 
during  the  daytime  has  been  simply  delightful,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  both  branches  of  trout  fishing 
were  in  full  swing.  Bottom  fishing  has  received 
most  favour,  and  though  somewhat  clear,  the  water 
is  running  in  excellent  trim  for  pursuing  the  up- 
stream process.  Maggots  have  killed  more  fish  than 
the  worm,  and  those  who  have  stuck  to  this  biiit 
have  secured  from  three  to  four  brace  of  sizeable 
fish  as  the  result  of  an  hour  or  two's  sport.  Fly 
fishing  has  been  prosecuted  with  the  greatest  success 
during  the  evening,  about  an  hour  before  sunset  has 
been  as  good  a  time  as  any,  for  then  the  fish  have 
risen  more  freely  than  at  any  other  time  of  the  day. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull,  Driffield  Canal,  Frodingham 
Beck,  and  Kelk  Beck  are  in  very  nice  conditio.!  for 
fly  fishing.  The  top  stretches  of  the  river  and  the 
tidal  waters  are  also  in  grand  condition  for  worm 
fishing,  and  sport  has  been  very  good  during  the 
week.  At  Hempholme,  Wilfholme,  Arram,  and 
down  to  Hull  Bridge  odd  very  nice  trout  up  to 
21b.  each  have  been  secured.  Flounders  and  eels 
are  also  well  on  the  run  at  Hull  Bridge,  Grovehill, 
Minto  Flatts,  and  Wawne,  so  that  Whitsuntide 
prospects  are  very  good  for  the  Hull  and  Beverley 
^lubs.  The  Clarence  Angling  Association  fished  a 
match  last  week-end  at  Grovehill,  the  members 
participating  in  very  fair  sport.  The  North  Myton 
Angling  Association  had  also  fairly  good  catches  at 
their  first  match,  which  took  place  at  Hull  Bridge. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Clifton  Anglers  on  Saturday,  May  23,  had 
an  important  meeting,  and  their  next  meeting  is 
postponed  until  June  13.  Matches  are  arranged 
for  June  20,  and  the  others  in  July  and  August, 
additional  ones  may  be  also  arranged.  The 
membership  of  the  Warrington  Association  is 
steadily  increasing.  The  Shakespeare  Angling 
Society  fish  a  match  on  July  26,  and  the  Rope  and 
Anchor  matches  on  July  19  and  Sept.  8.  In  the 
weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  no  less  than  eight 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  in  nice  condition  for  bottom 
fishing,  and  will  soon  be  right  for  the  fly ; 
the  prospects  of  good  fishing  for  the  Whitsun 
holidays  are  very  good  indeed.  The  trout  during 
the  week  have  been  feeding  on  the  caddis  grub, 
which  have  been  abundant  in  several  streams ;  but 
as  the  May  Fly  has  commenced  to  hatch  out,  we 
shall  have  some  sport  on  the  top  of  the  water.  A 
well-known  local  angler  had  a  nice  lot  of  fish  from 
the  Teme  near  Tenbury.  Another,  fishing  private 
water  beyond  Leominster,  had  three  and  a  half 
brace  of  fine  fish ;  Mr.  R.  Wingfield  had  a  fine 
catch  of  trout  on  Wednesday  (May  20),  and  again 
on  Saturday,  and  so  did  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs ;  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  caught  a  brace  and  a  half  with  the 
minnow,  weighing  4Jlb.  A  new  angling  club  has 
been  formed  at  the  Fountain  Inn,  Angel-street;  a 
large  number  of  members  are  already  enrolled. 
They  have  been  visited  by  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  Worcester  and  District  Association, 
Messrs.  L.  F.  Higgs  and  R.  WingfielJ,  who  recom- 
mend their  affiliation  with  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association ;  this  promises  to  become  a  very  strong 
club. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Local  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  have  had  their 
hopes  and  anticipations  raised  by  the  brilliant 
weather  experienced  lately.  Being  the  close  season 
for  coarse  fishers,  no  great  variety  of  sport  is 
possible,  but  there  is  a  degree  of  satisfaction  in 
hooking  a  few  nice  eels,  such  as  fell  to  Mr.  Jas. 
Gibson,  of  York,  whilst  trout  fishing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Northallerton  on  Saturday.  He  also 
hooked  a  few  fine  trout.  The  Foss,  more  par- 
ticularly in  its  upper  reaches,  has  yielded  eels  and 
jack  to  local  rodmen  during  the  past  week.  On 
account  of  the  succession  of  freshets  in  the  streams, 
and  the  more  favourable  conditions  generally,  those 
who  go  in  for  mixed  fishing  are  anticipating  a  pros- 
perous season.  The  warmer  weather  has  stimulated 
insect  life  and  placed  the  wily  trout  within  better 
reach  of  the  line. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  become  sultry  and  bright,  with 
little  or  no  wind,  generally  throughout  the  country  ; 
sport  has  fallen  off  considerably  at  the  majority 
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of  angling  stations,  while  at  others  little  or  nothing 
has  been  done.  River  fishing  especially  has  been 
much  below  the  mark.  Previous  to  the  change  good 
sport  was  being  had  on  the  Cork  rivers,  the  Galway 
river,  the  Bundrowes  the  Shannon,  and  a  few  other 
rivers,  at  salmon.  Sea- trout  are  arriving  in  better 
numbers  at  Waterville,  but  little  or  no  sport  is  being 
had  among  them  so  far. 


"ilofcs  from  t\)c  ^orf^. 


The  brown  trout  season  is  now  in  full  swing  all 
over  the  North.  It  will  be  a  short  and  sweet  one 
at  the  best,  and  those  on  the  spot  are  now  making 
the  most  of  it.  On  the  Deveron  at  Huntly  and  the 
Don  at  Alford  and  Kin  tore  baskets  of  from  121b.  to 
151b.  are  being  made  daily. 

The  best  killing  flies  are  the  March  Brown,  Hare's 
Ear,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Priest  (Black  Doctor),  Red 
Quill,  Red  Spinner,  Professor,  and  such  local  fancies 
as  the  Downmann,  Cash,  and  Grandholm  Killer,  on 
Nos.  10,  11,  and  12  Limerick  scale. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  (America)  writes  mo  from  ivintoro 
(Don)  free  waters:—"  I  had  three  glorious  days  last 
week,  and  reached  my  limit — a  full  basket — on  each 
occasion  before  lunch.  My  largest  fish  was  IJIb., 
and  I  put  back  all  under  6oz.  or  so.  The  Professor 
(with  hackle)  was  the  special  fly  up." 

Mr.  W.  G.  Lindsay,  Aberdeen,  had  a  fine  brown 
trout  of  3ilb.  on  his  fine  Pitmedden  water  (Don)  on 
Friday,  to' the  Phantom.  Mr.  Milne,  Kinaldie,  and 
Mr.  Murray,  Alford,  had  record  days  among  the 
trout  on  their  respective  reaches. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laming  finished  their  season  at 
Dinnet  on  the  Dee  last  week.  It  has  been  the  best 
they  have  yet  enjoyed.  Mr.  Laming  had  a  beauty 
of  291b. — the  top  fish  for  these  parts  as  yet.  Mr. 
H.  C.  Barclay  had  one  of  221b.  the  same  day  on 
same  water. 

Splendid  sport  is  being  got  on  the  Dje  at  Aboyne. 
Mr.  Prince  had  eight  fish  on  Wednesday  last  to  his 
own  rod — heaviest,  171b. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Findlay,  Montrose,  has  been  appointed 
clerk  to  the  North  Esk  Fishery  Board.  He  is  a 
keen  angler,  and  the  angling  interests  in  his  district 
are  not  likely  to  suSer  in  his  hands. 


Mrs.  Blandy  Jenkins  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful as  a  lady  angler  on  the  Forest  of  Birse  Dee 
water  this  season.  On  Thursday  (May  21)  she 
creeled  four  nice  fish  to  her  own  rod,  scaling  71b,, 
81b.,  8|lb.,  and  101b. 

The  distillers  on  Speyside  are  again  on  the  move 
to  get  rid  of  their  "  burnt  ale."  It  is  a  serious  and 
difficult  problem,  but  something  must  be  done  ; 
their  latest  scheme  is  to  carry  all  bye-products, 
etc.,  by  rail  to  Lossiemouth,  hence  by  steamer  four 
miles  seawards,  and  there  disposed  of.  The  scheme 
hangs  on  the  initial  cost,  but  spread  over  the  larg^ 
number  of  wealthy  and  wealth-making  distillery 
proprietors  it  will  be  considerably  less  felt. 

Mr.  Hutchison  had  a  good  time  of  it  on  the  Djn 
tidal  one  day  lately.  His  basket  weighed  181b.  for 
twenty-nine  fish,  all  to  the  worm  fly  and  the  white 
tube.  Some  good  baskets  of  finnock  are  also  bein  £ 
got  on  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  Ugie  tidals. 

Special  Scotch. 


WESTMEATH  LAKES  AND  RIVERS 
INNY  AND  BROSNA  FISH  PRE- 
SERVATION SOCIETY. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  society,  by 
kind  permission  of  the  Sheriff,  was  held  in  the 
County  Court  House  of  MuUingar  on  Thursday 
(May  14).  Mr.  Meredith  Johnston,  J.P..  presided. 
There  were  also  present  Mr.  G.  Rochfort  Hyde, 
J.P.,  Rev.  G.  R.  Purdon,  M.A.,  Mr.  Jeremiah 
Gibson,  Mr.  Thomas  McCutchan,  J.P.,  and  Major 
John  C.  Grant  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas,  hon.  secretaries. 
After  reading  a  considerable  amount  of  correspond- 
ence, and  discussing  various  questions  of  interest  in 
connection  with  the  society,  the  hon.  assistant- 
secretary  presented  his  annual  report  and  state- 
ment of  accounts  for  the  season  of  1902-3, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  consideration  of  the  question  with  reference  to 
the  continued  mitigation  of  fines  and  penalties  im- 
posed by  the  magistrates  on  fish  poachers  at  petty 
sessions  took  place,  and  this  bsing  a  matter  which 
very  seriously  affects  the  successful  preservation  of 
salmon  and  trout  by  the  Limerick  Board  of  Con- 
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AJJOLERS^    HOTELS,   FISHIIJO    QUARTERS,  &c. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

Anglers  should  visit  tliis  fine  fishing 
rentre.  Numerous  good  TROUT  LOCHS, 
excellent  SEA  TROUT  PISHING  in 
estuary  of  the  famous  River  Naver,  and 
good  SEA  PISHING.  Boats  on  all 
lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL  HOTEL,  BY  THURSO,  N.B. 


CXJIL.AG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Pishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires  :  "  Gulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo, 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
JFISHINU  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb.  to 
4  lb.  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
12  lb.  and  over.  Very  large  Pike  have  been 
I'aptured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2 sitting  rooms, 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory. 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHINC. 

Loug-hanupe,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishepy. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Pishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Pish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2|  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  ANION'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL^HIGHLANDS. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 

DUNKINEELY,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Five  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishing  on 
Oiley  River,  four  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout 
Fishing  on  Stragar  River.  Two  excellent  Brown 
TroutandChar  Lakes.Good  Sea  Fishing— Pollack, 
Mackerel,  etc.  Fishing  free  to  Hotel  Visitors. 
Good  boats  and  men.  Beautiful  scenery.  Five 
minutes  from  Railway.  Good  accommodaticjn. 
Terms  moderate.  Also  4,000  acres  carefully 
preserved  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Woodcock,  Snipe, 
Partridge,  and  Hare  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel.    Can  be  let  at  per  day  or  otherwise. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  It  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.  Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNER<«,  Proprtetor. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OXJGHXERiLRD. 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  t'orrilj  is  .SS  miles  in  length  and  covers  .37 
square  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  ))ath  room  and  sani- 
tary arrangements  on  the  most  modern  systf-m. 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s. 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON, 'Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9.y. 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  £2  ;  week,  7s.  6d.  ; 
and  day,  2.s.  6rf.— tofish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21.5.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  5.<<.  per  day. — Address,  MAN.\r,REESS. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Dorryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Rou  8hoot- 
ing.  Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  Healt. 


The  Donegal  Highlands.  —  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  on  the 
very  bank  of  Gweedore  Eiver,  within 
a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon  pools, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes' 
drive  of  Crolly  Railway  Station. 

Telegra  m  s— Pro  prietor. 


LOUGHS  MASK  &  CORRIB. 

The  Best  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
British  Isles.  Hotel  convenient  to  both 
Loughs;  also  40,000  acres  excellent 
Rough  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel.  All  free  to  visitors.  Terms  in- 
clusive and  moderate.  Apply  Proprietor — 

JVIount    Ga,ble  Hotel, 

CLONBUR,  IRELAND. 


FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

HOTELS: 

CORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN, 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management,  Visitors  can  fish  both  River 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- 
mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
men  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate. — For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "  Manager, 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams, 
"  Flvnn,  Ballina." 


LOUGHS  MASK  &  COJ^RIB. 

AF»ARX1VE  E  NTS, 

with  Board,  close  to  these  Loughs,  with 
use  of  car.— Apply,  No.  1742,  Post  Office, 
Clonbur,  co.  Galway. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Pahllshing  Office,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  E.C. 


LOUGH  CORRIB.- KILBEG  HOTEL. 


Sheltei  ed  hy  pine  woods  ;  centrally  situated  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Corrib,  between  GalVvay, 
Cong,  and  Oughterar.l.  Every  convenience  ;  free 
fishing ;  no  waste  of  time  or  car  hire  :  daily 
mail ;  good  men  and  boats ;  steamer  plying 
between  Galway  and  Cong  calls  at  landing  stage 
twice  daily.  Now  is  the  time  for  the  big  pike 
and  trout,  plenty  of  salmon  on  the  run.  Write 
for  inclusive  terms  to  proprietor,  T.  Ml'RPHY 
Kilbeg,  Headford,  eo.  Galway. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CEDES,  ANOLESET  (L.N.W,,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  Zd.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff ,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


MERRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake— the  best  in 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing ;  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  E.xcellent 
cuisine.— Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BTLLINGE,  Proprietor 


Llandrindod  Wells. 


rock:  hotel 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 
Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 


BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

ANGLESEY,  NORTH  WALES. 

Under  New  Management.  Trout  Fish- 
ing in  Coron  Lake,  best  in  North  Wales, 
with  fly,  minnow,  or  worm.  Central  for 
Anglesey  Waters ;  mostly  free.  Sea  and 
Coarse  Fishing  at  convenient  distance. 
Free  use  of  boats,  and  moderate  terms. 
— Apply,  Owen  Moeris,  Proprietor. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEB,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5 ;  fortnightly,  £3  ; 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


HEALTH  RESORT,  KYLLBURG 

(EIFEL). 

Railway  Station  (rapid  trains  stop),  between 
Cologne  and  Treves. 

EIFEL.ER=HOF. 

Recommended  First-class  Hotel  Pension.  150 
Rooms.  Every  Modern  Comfoit.  Good  Attend- 
ance. Beautifully  situated.  Two  minutes  from 
Promenades  and  Parks,  with  finest  view  over 
the  Valley. 


Open   and    Covered    Verandahs.  Baths. 
Electric  Light.    Lawn  Tennis.  Hunting. 
Fishing. 

Hotel  oivns  12i  mUe.i  of  Trout  Fishiiiff 

on  file  Kyll  Rivet: 
Pension  arrangements  (including  rooms)  from 
4  marks. 

W.  SCHULTE,  Proprietor.  H.  STIEL,  Director. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

or  iHU 

'ISHING  GAZETTE 

Cao  be  obtained  from  the  PablUhen, 
Price  88.  6cl. 


lQS.gl>.,J2S.gB.,  ^^s^^smT 

Bantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades  ;  pure  wool ;  stylish,  durable  ; 
unexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suits 
and  costumes;  patterns  free.  Thojia.s 
OopiTHOHNE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler  s  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Luxtirious  and  Inexpensive  Travel. 
.Sailings  Wceklij. 
TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kaiana 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.   Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.    For  lull  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,HelsinKfors, 
or  to  .JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND^USSIA. 

w  I L,  s  o  isr^.  I  N  E. 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

Best  Route  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  A  tO 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall  ■ 
LUMLE  V,  NEWTON  &  DOWELL,  16,  St.  James's 
Street,  S.W. ;  COOK'S,  Ludgate  Circus  ;  or  W.  E. 
BOTT&CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


TO  ANGLERS. 

The  Green  Drake  or  May  Flv 
is  now  out  on  Lake  Derwentwater, 
Keswick. 

FIRST-CLASS  TROUT  FISHING. 


X>oi?set. 


SALMON  FISHING 


TO 

On  River  Fpome,  neap  Wareham. 

Apply  to  Geo.  W.  Pbofeit, 

Estate  Oifice,  Charborough  Park, 
Wareham. 


Very  Large.  Send  P.O.  (1/3)  for  Sample 
Tin.  The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for 
terms  to  J.  T.  Pickeesgill,  44,  Market 
Place,  Keighley,  Yorks. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Bertha  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Irtshing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £i  ss.  per  week. —  Wadsworth,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


SOUTH  NORWAY 

{Near  Christian ia). 

First-rate  SALMON  FISHING  (rods 
on  pools)  TO  LET  for  whole  or  ^jart 
season.  'Will  guarantee  a  certain  weight 
of  fish.  Write,  "  Norway,"  c/o  Willings 
162,  Piccadilly,  W. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

About  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  Trout 
Fishing,  with  a  pretty  little  HOUSE,  at 
Andover,  Hants,  TO  BE  LET  for  the 
ensuing  season.  Pent,  £75  per  annum. 
Apply  to  Mr.  Allan  Hebbert,  Estate 
Agent,  Andover,  Hants. 


Anfrlers  wlshine  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

for  Fithin(  the  Dove  and  Izuk  'Walton  OoQBtry 
BHOULD  ADTBRTISB  IS 

'he  Ashbonrne  News  4  Dove  Valley  Record. 

■  Wanted  "  advU..  18  uoKlt,  M. ;  10  teordi.  n.,  prepaid. 

Address :  News  OfBee,  Ashbourne. 
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servators,  as  also  by  the  Westmeath  Fish  Preserva- 
tion Society,  both  bodif  s  having  often  felt  far  more 
severely  the  legal  costs  and  expenses  incurred  in 
prosecution  cases  than  the  actual  law  breakers 
themselves,  the  latter,  owing  to  the  action  of  the 
authorities,  having  nothing  to  pay,  or  at  most  only 
very  nominal  fines,  the  following  resolution,  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  G.  R.  Hyde,  J. P.,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Gibson,  was  unanimously  adopted : — 
"  That  we  cordially  sympathise  with  the  Limerick 
Board  of  Conservators  -n  ith  regard  to  the  difficulties 
to  which  they  are  subjected  by  the  reduction  of 
penalties  on  fish  poachers  below  the  minimum  as  laid 
down  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  that  we  most  strongly 
condemn  the  practice.  We  have  ourselves  suffered 
from  similar  action  on  the  part  of  the  authoiities, 
which,  we  believe,  if  persisted  in,  will  paralyse  all 
local  efforts  for  the  preservation  of  fish."  At  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  for  the  ensuing  season  of  1903-4,  Major 
Gerald  Dease,  J.P.,  of  Turbotston,  Westmeath,  was 
elected  chairman,  and  Major  Purdon,  of  Wood- 
ville,  vice-chairman.  Major  Grant  and  W.  J. 
Thomas  were  re-elected  hon.  secretaries,  the  Bank 
of  Ireland,  treasurer,  Mr.  Edwin  E.  Mason,  LL.B., 
solicitor,  and  an  influential  working  committee, 
which  includes  the  riparian  proprietors,  was  formed. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  outgoing  chairman 
and  officers  terminated  the  proceedings. 

W.  J.  T. 


WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY 
AERANGEMENTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

Tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  to  Wednesday 
cheap  tickets  to  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Wroxham, 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer,  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze, 
Frinton-on-Sea,  Harwich,  Dovercourt,  Felixstowe, 
Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  and  Hunstanton  are  issued 
by  all  trains  from  London  (Liverpool-street)  ;  also 
from  Great  Eastern  suburban  stations  at  same  fares 
as  from  Liverpool-street.  These  cheap  tickets  are 
also  issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland  Station)  and 
Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, Wroxham,  Mundesley-on-Sea,  and  Cromer. 
Cheap  trips  to  the  seaside. — Southend-on-Sea  and 
back,  28.6d.,fromLiv"erpool-3treet,Fenchurch-8treet, 
stations  in  the  Great  Eastern  Suburban  District, 
and  North  London  lines.  On  Whit  Monday  through 
fast  trains  will  run  at  frequent  intervals  from 
Liverpool-street,  commencing  at  6.30  a.m.,  and 
from  Fenchurch-street  at  8.13,  8.47,  9.22,  10.8, 
10.50,  and  11.20  a.ra.  Through  excursion  tickets 
are  also  issued  from  stations  on  the  Metropolitan  and 
Metropolitan  District  Railways.  Clacton,  Walton, 
Harwich  and  back,  43.  3d.,  from  Liverpool-street, 
on  Whit  Sunday  at  9.15,  and  Stratford  9.20  a.m.  ; 
also  on  Whit  Monday  from  Liverpool-street  at 
8.10  a.m.,  calling  at  Stratford  at  8.35  a.m.  Hertford, 
2s.  6d.  On  Whit  Monday  from  Liverpool-street  at 
9.28,  10.5  a.m.,  and  12.50  p.m..  and  from  St. 
Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  9.15  and  10.18  a.m. 
Cambridge,  4s.  3d. ;  Ely,  53.  6d.  On  Whit  Monday 
from  Liverpool-street  at  8.43  and  11.0  a.m.,  and 
from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  at  9  15  a.m. 
Yarmouth  and  Ciumer. — One  day,  53.  6d.  ;  three 
days,  83.  6d.  :  six  days,  lis.  6d.  On  Whit  Monday 
from  St.  Pancras  (jNlidland  Station)  and  Kentish 
Town  at  6.25  a.m.  To  Yarmouth  only  from  Liver- 
pool-street and  Stratford  at  6  30  a.m.  Broxbourne 
and  Rye  House.  Is.  9d.  Daily  from  Liverpool- 
street,  Bethnal  Green,  Hackney  Downs,  Stratford, 
etc.  On  Whit  Monday  special  trains  will  run  as 
required.  Epping  Forest  daily  from  Liverpool- 
street,  etc,  On  Whit  Monday  a  special  service  of 
trains  will  run  between  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch 
street,  and  Chingford  and  Loughton ;  also  between 
Gospel  Oak  and  Chingford.  For  full  particulars  see 
bills. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  excursions  to  Paris,  vid  Folkestone- 
Boulogne,  or  Dover -Calais,  first  class,  583.  4d., 
second-class,  373.  6d. ;  third-class,  30s.  ;  available 
by  2.20  p.m.  and  9.0  p  m.  Services  from  Charing- 
Cross  on  May  28,  29,  30,  and  31  ;  also  by  10.0  a.m. 
Service  on  May  30.  Returning  from  Paris  by 
certain  trains  within  14  days.  Cheap  tickets  to 
Brussels  and  back,  via  Calais  or  Boulogne,  223.  2d., 
via  Ostend,  19s.  lid.,  will  be  issued,  available  for 
8  days.  Cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne,  leaving 
Charmg-Cross,  2.20  p.m.  May  30.  Returning  12.0 
noon  or  7.10  p.m.  Whit-Monday  ;  first-clas3,  21s.  Od.: 
third-class,  12s.  6J.  Special  eight-day  tickets  to 
Boulogne  and  Calais.  Saturday  to  Monday 
cheap  tickets  to  Calais ;  and  eight  -  day 
excursions  to  Ostend,  Amsterdam,  the  Hague, 
etc.  Continental  services  will  run  as  usual. 
Cheap  return  tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells.  St. 
Leonards,  Haatiugs,  Bexhill,    Canterbury,  Whit- 


stable,  Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate, 
Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer, 
Dover,  Folkstone,  ShornclifTe,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  and 
New Romney  ( Littlestone-on-Sea),  will  be  issued  from 
London  by  certain  trains  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
May  29  and  30,  available  to  return  on  Wednesday, 
June  3.  Cheap  day  excursions  on  Whit  Sunday  and 
Whit  Monday  from  the  principal  London  stations  to 
Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal,  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Gravesend,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whitstable, 
Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs, 
Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone.  Dover,  etc. 
Cheap  day  excursion  to  Aldershot  on  Whit  Monday, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9.24  a.m.  Return  fare, 
33.  Od.,  third-class.  Also  cheap  afternoon  excur- 
sion to  Whitstable  and  Herne  Bay  on  Whit  Sunday, 
leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn  at  2.55  p.m.,  and 
Charing  Cross  at  2.30  p.m.  Crystal  Palace  (High 
Level)  on  Whit  Monday.  Cheap  return  tickets  from 
London,  including  admission.  For  full  particulars 
of  the  above  excursions,  extension  of  time  for 
certain  return  tickets,  alterations  in  train  services, 
etc.,  see  special  holiday  programme  and  bills. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  issue 
ordinary  as  well  as  excursion  tickets  at  their  City 
and  West  End  offices,  where  tickets  can  be  obtained. 
Pamphlets  containing  full  particulars  of  the  river- 
side bookings,  and  week-end  arrangements,  will  be 
forwarded  by  the  company's  divisional  officers, 
station-masters,  or  town  office  agents,  on  receipt 
of  a  postcard  stating  the  information  required. 
On  Saturday  night.  May  30,  excursion  tickets,  at  a 
return  fare  of  22s.,  will  be  issued  to  Guernsey  and 
Jersey,  by  train  leaving  Paddington  at  9.15  p.m., 
and  on  Friday  night.  May  29,  from  Waterloo  at 
9.50  p.m.  The  service  to  and  from  the  Islands 
being  now  worked  jointly  by  the  Great  Western 
and  London  and  South- Western  Railway  Companies, 
passengers  travelling  on  the  forward  journey  via 
Paddington  and  Weymouth  may,  if  they  so  desire, 
return  via  Southampton  and  Waterloo,  and  those 
proceeding  via  Waterloo  and  Southampton  may 
return  vta  Weymouth  and  Paddington.  Cheap  tickets 
are  issued  daily  from  London  and  many  suburban 
stations  to  Staines,  Windsor,  Taplow,  Maidenhead, 
Henley,  Goring,  Wallingford,  and  other  river- 
side resorts.  The  train  service  to  and  from 
the  riverside  stations  has  been  considerably  im- 
proved. Cheap  week-end  tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Winchester,  Southampton,  Weymouth,  Cheltenham, 
Ilfracombe,  Dawlish,  Teignmouth,  Torquay,  Dart- 
mouth, Malvern,  Church  Stretton,  Oxford,  Leam- 
ington, Warwick,  Strat ford-on- Avon,  Barmouth, 
Llandudno,  etc.  On  W^hit  Monday  several  of  the 
up  and  down  expresses  will  not  run,  and  there  will 
be  other  minor  alterations  in  the  services. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  excursions  will  be  run  from  Euston,  Broad - 
street,  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  Kensington  (Addison- 
road),  Willesden  Junction,  and  other  London  stations 
as  follows : — On  Friday  night.  May  29,  to  Carlisle, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen.  Arbroath,  Ayr, 
Balloch,  Ballater,  Banff,  Brechin,  Buckie, 
Callander,  Castle  Douglas,  Crieff,  Cruden  Bay, 
Dufftown,  Dumbarton,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Dunkeld, 
Elgin,  Forfar,  Forres,  Fort  William,  Gourock,  Gran- 
town,  Greenock,  Huntly,  Inverness,  Keith,  Kirk- 
cudbright, Loch  Awe,  Moffat,  Montrose,  Nairn, 
Newton  Stewart,  Oban,  Peebles,  Perth,  Stirling, 
Stonehaven,  Stranraer,  Strathpeffer,  Whithorn, 
Wigtown,  and  other  places  in  Scotland,  returning 
on  June  5,  or  within  16  days.  To  Liverpool,  Black- 
pool, Southport,  Fleetwood,  Lancaster,  Morecambe, 
Maryport,  Carnforth,  the  English  Lake  District,  the 
Furness  Line  stations,  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man),  vid 
Liverpool,  etc.,  for  3,  7,  10,  or  14  days.  To  Ashton, 
Batley,  Blackburn,  Blackpool,  Bolton,  Bradford, 
Carlisle,  Carnforth,  Crewe,  Dewsbury,  the  English 
Lake  District,  Fleetwood,  Furness  Line  stations, 
Halifax,  Huddersfield,  Lancaster,  Leeds,  Liverpool, 
Lytham,  Manchester,  Morecambe,  Northwich,  Old- 
ham, Preston,  Rochdale,  Runcorn,  St.  Anne's, 
Southport,  Stafford,  Stalybridge,  Stockport,  War- 
rington, Whitehaven,  Widnes,  Wigan,  Workington, 
etc.,  for  3,  5,  and  7  days.  On  Saturday,  May  30, 
to  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man),  vid  Fleetwood  (from 
Euiton  only),  for  3,  7,  and  10  days.  On  Satuiday 
night.  May  30,  to  Birmingham,  Coventry,  Dudley, 
Dudley  Port,  Kenil  worth,  Leamington,  Northamp- 
ton, Walsall,  Warwick,  Wednesbury,  and  Wolver- 
hampton, returning  June  1,  4,  or  5.  To  Ashton, 
Guide  Bridge,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Oldham, 
Stalybridge,  Stockport,  and  Warrington,  for  2,  4, 
and  6  days.  On  Monday,  June  1  (from  Euston  and 
Willesden),  to  Birmingham,  Coventry,  Dudley, 
Dudley  Port,  Kenilworth,  Leamington,  North- 
ampton, Rugby,  Warwick,  WalsaU,  Wednesbury, 
and  Wolverhampton,  for  1,  2,  4,  or  5  days.  On 
Tuesday  midnight,  June  2,  to  Manchester,  for 
4  days.    On  Thursday  midnight,  June  4,  to  Man 


Chester,  for  2  days.  For  times,  fares,  and  full 
particulars,  see  small  bills,  which  can  be  obtained  at 
any  of  the  company's  stations  and  town  offices. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Excursion  tickets  to  Paris,  vid  Southampton, 
available  for  14  days,  or  less,  will  be  issued  from 
London  (Waterloo),  etc.,  on  May  29  and  30. 
Return  fares :  First-class,  393.  3d. ;  second-class, 
3O3.  3d.  ;  third-class,  26s.  Cheap  tickets  will  also 
be  issued  to  Havre  on  May  29  and  30,  Cherbourg  on 
May  30,  and  St.  Malo  on  May  29.  Return  fares 
(third-class  by  rail  and  second-cleiss  by  steamer)  to 
St.  Malo  and  Havre,  243.  6d.  ;  Cherbourg,  233.  (id. 
Excursions  will  leave  London  (Waterloo)  and  certain 
suburban  stations  as  follows:  On  Friday  (night). 
May  29,  and  Saturday  (morning).  May  30,  for 
Exeter,  Exmouth,  Okehampton,  Bude,  Launceston, 
Camelford,  Wadebridge,  Bodmin,  Padstow,  New- 
quay, Tavistock,  Devonport,  Plymouth,  Bideford, 
Torrington,  Barnstaple,  Lynton,  Ilfracombe,  etc.  On 
Saturday  (morning).  May  30,  for  Weymouth,  Port- 
land, Dorchester,  Swanage,  Wimborne,  Andover, 
Stockbridge,  Salisbury,  Downton,  Fordingbridge, 
Sherborne,  Yeovil,  Seaton,  Lyme  Regis,  Chard, 
Budleigh  Salterton,  Sidmouth,  Wells,  Radstock, 
Bath,  Swindon,  Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  etc., 
return  June  1,  5,  8,  12,  or  15;  for  Southampton 
West,  Brockenhurst,  Christchurch,  Boscombe, 
Bournemouth,  etc.,  return  June  2,  4,  9,  or  11  ;  for 
Lymington,  Yarmouth,  Totland  Bay,  Branksome, 
Parkstone,  Poole,  etc.,  return  June  2  or  9.  On 
Whit  Sunday,  May  31,  for  Bournemouth,  Christ 
church,  Lyndhurst-road,  Brockenhurst,  South- 
ampton West,  Haslemere,  Midhurst,  Petersfield, 
Havant,  Portsmouth,  Ryde,  and  certain  Isle  of 
Wight  stations,  for  1  or  2  days  ;  and  to  Farnham, 
Aldershot,  etc.,  for  the  day.  On  Whit  Monday, 
June  1,  for  Weymouth,  Dorchester,  Swanage,  Wim- 
borne, Bournemouth,  Lymington,  Christchurch, 
Brockenhurst,  Lyndhurst-road,  Southampton,  Salis- 
bury, Romsey,  Isle  of  Wight,  Winchester,  Basing- 
stoke, Gosport,  East  Southsea,  Portsmouth,  Havant, 
Petersfield,  JMidliurst,  Haslemere,  Aldershot,  etc., 
for  the  day.  For  full  particulars  of  above,  and 
excursions  to  Reading,  Virginia  Water,  Staines, 
Windsor,  Teddington  (for  Bushey  Park),  Kingston, 
Surbiton,  Hampton  Court,  Oxshott,  Cobham, 
Epsom,  Ashtead,  Leatherhead,  etc.,  see  programmes 
and  bills.  Special  fast  trains  at  ordinary  fares  will 
leave  Waterloo  Station  as  follows  :  On  May  29  and 
30  the  principal  express  trains  to  Weymouth, 
Bournemouth,  Southampton,  Portsmouth,  etc., 
will  be  run  in  duplicate  the  first  division  starting  a 
few  minutes  before  the  advertised  time.  On  May  29, 
at  11.35  p.m.  (third-class  only),  for  Salisbury, 
Exeter,  Okehampton,  Tavistock,  Devonport, 
Plymouth,  Bude,  Hols  worthy,  Launceston,  Camel- 
ford,  Wadebridge,  Padstow,  Bodmin,  etc.  ;  at 
11.45  p.m.  (third-class  only),  for  Barnstaple, 
Lynton,  Ilfracombe,  Bideford,  Torrington,  and 
other  North  Devon  stations.  On  May  30,  at 
5.45  p.m  ,  for  Salisbury,  Templecombe,  Sherborne, 
Yeovil,  Exeter,  etc. ;  at  5.50  p.m.,  for  Seaton,  etc.  ; 
at  6.55  p.m.,  for  Swanage,  Corfe  Castle,  etc.  On 
Whit  Sundaj%  May  31,  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  on  Whit 
Monday,  June  1,  at  9.50  p.m.,  for  Weymouth.  For 
full  particulars  of  above,  also  additional  train  and 
boat  accommodation  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and 
altered  trains  during  the  holidays,  see  programmes 
obtainable  at  any  of  the  company's  London  offices 
and  stations,  or  from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E.  Official 
list  of  seaside,  farmhouse,  and  country  lodgings  free 
upon  application  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Line. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opiniona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


WHIPPING  TAPER-SHANKED  HOOKS  TO 
GUT,  GIMP,  ETC. 

My  ueah  Mb.  Mabjton,— I  wonder  whether  the 
style  of  whipping  hooks  which  I  am  about  to 
describe  is  peculiar  to  myself ;  all  I  can  say  is  that 
I  never  have  come  across  the  description  of  an 
identical  modus  operandi  in  any  of  the  books  on 
angling  in  my  library,  the  nearest  approach  to  it 
being  given  in  De  la  Blanche.e's  "Grand  Diction- 
naire  des  Peches."  page  266,  vmder  heading 
"  Empilage  "  (see  Fig.  3  of  accompanying  tracing). 

The  special  features  of  my  style  are  sufficiently 
clearly  outlined  in  Figs.  1  and  2,  from  which  it  will 
appear  that  I  start  with  a  half-liitcli — b — of  the 
tying  silk,  winding  the  latter  in  a  wide  spiral  till 
within  from  to  of  an  inch  from  the  end  of  the 
shank  ;  then,  having  made  a  second  half -hitch — b' — 
I  lay  on  the  gut  (well  soaked  and  slightly  indented 
between  the  front  teeth)  and  wind  tha  si.k  back 
toward  the  bend  of  the  hook  in  close  winding  coils. 
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finishing  off  with  three  half-hitches,  of  which  the 
two  first  are  made  in  the  same  directions  of  the 
winding,  while  the  last  is  made  in  the  opposite 
direction.  The  ends  of  the  gut  and  of  the  tying 
silk  are  cut  off  so  as  not  to  protrude  at  all  beyond 
the  winding.  As  you  will  see  from  the  enclosed 
Crystal  hook  just  whipped  on  by  me  (I  am  not 
responsible  for  the  loop,  though  :  that  is  professional 
work),  the  results  are  entirely  satisfactory  from  the 
point  of  view  of  appearance,  while  from  the  point 
of  view  of  strength  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the 
advantages  offered  by  this  style  of  wliipping. 

I  may  say  that  I  have  practised  it  ever  since  I 
took  to  taper-shanked  hooks  (which,  alas!  takes  me 
back  some  twenty-five  years:  how  time  slips  on), 
and  never  troubled  myself  to  compare  its  merits 
w-ith  other  styles.  But  some  three  or  four  days 
ago  T  happened  to  drop  in  at  Doynikov's,  on  the 
Nevsky  (the  "boss  "  shop  in  this  line,  and  a  very 
well-stocked  one  indeed),  and  found  a  gentleman 
whom  I  knew  Dy  sight  and  by  name,  a  very 
successful  salmon  fisher,  talking  to  the  manager 
about  the  difficulties  offered  by  taper-shanked  hooks 
when  it  comes  to  making  a  neat  and  strong  whipping. 
The  freemasonry  of  angling  is  a  well-known  and 
universal  feature  of  our  beloved  sport.  I  took  part 
in  the  conversation  without  any  invitation  to  do  so, 
and  offered  the  perplexed  angler  to  show  him  how 
it  is  done.  Itnowing  me  well,  by  sight  and  by 
name  as  well,  he  gladly  accepted  my  offer,  and  I  at 
once  set  to  explain  him  my  style.  The  "  object- 
lesson  "  proved  very  successful ;  all  the  time  he 
was  chuckling  to  himself  contentedly,  and  when  I 
had  done— "Well,"  quoth  he,  "it  is  remarkably 


b.  First  half-hitch  with  which  the  work  begins. 
b'.  Second  half-hitcli  at  end  of  shank. 
/.  Winding-silk. 
g.  Gut. 

a — a.  Point  at  which  the  whipping  ends. 

neat  and  simple,  but  it  is  the  first  time  I've  seen  it 
done  like  that."  Then  he  tested  the  strength  of  the 
"connection"  with  all  his  might,  and  turning  to 
the  manager  remarked,  with  a  quizzical  twinkle  of 
the  eye,  "  It  looks  very  much  as  if  you  had  lost 
to-day  another  buyer  of  flatted  and  ringed  hooks, 
and  acquired  a  new  one  for  taper-shanked  ones." 

When  I  got  home  I  at  once  went  over  my 
angling  library,  with  the  result  stated  above.  The 
usual  instructions  read  something  like  this:  "The 
winding  should  be  begun  at  the  end  of  the  shank," 
etc.,  and  De  la  Blanch ere's  is  the  only  one  which 
comes  somewhat  nearer  to  mine.  The  difference 
between  the  two  styles,  however,  is  sufficiently  well 
defined,  and  appears  clearly  in  the  tracings ;  the 
absence  of  the  first  and  second  half-hitches — b  and 
b' — is  sufficiently  characteristic. 

I  trust  the  above  may  be  of  interest  to  those  of 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  stick  to 
taper-shanked  hooks  like  myself,  and  like  their 
whippings  to  be  aa  reliable  and  solid  as  they  can  be 
turned  out. — Yours  truly,     Paul  Tchebkassov. 

St.  Petersburg, 
May  9. 

[Baron  T.'s  suggestions  are  always  practical  and 
good.  Personally,  when  whipping  a  hook  to  gut  I 
always  give  a  few  turns  of  the  waxed  silk  on  the 
hook  before  putting  the  gut  to  it  and  whij pinj  it, 
and  never  find  it  slip.  Nor  can  I  conscientiously 
say  that  I  ever  remember  losing  a  fish  in  consequence 
of  the  hook  slipping  from  the  gut  in  hooks  I  have 
bought  on  gut. — Ed.] 


TO  FIND  THE  WEIGHT  OF  A  FISH  LARGER 
THAN  YOUR  SPRING-BALANCE  DENOTES. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  point  out  that 
"N."  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  2  and  Mr, 
Robert  C.  Hardy  Corfe  in  issue  of  May  16  are 
wrong  in  assuming  that  if  a  spring-balance  be 
inserted  in  a  cord  forming  two  sides  of  a  triangle 
from  the  apex  of  which  a  fish  is  hung,  then  the 
half  weight  of  the  fish  will  be  indicated  by  the 
balance. 

Referring  to  the  diagram  in  Mr.  Robert  C.  Hardy 
Corfe's  letter,  which  is  conveniently  lettered  for 
reference,  the  point  D  is  in  equilibrium  under  three 
forces— namely,  ( 1  and  2)  the  strains  on  the  cords 
A  D  and  D  C  (which  will  be  equal  if  they  are  equally 
inclLned  to  the  vertical),  and  (3)  the  weight  of  the 
fish  which  I  will  call  W.  Now,  by  the  doctrine  of 
the  parallelogram  of  forces,  the  magnitude  of  W  is 
represented,  not  by  the  sum  of  the  strains  on  A  D 
and  D  C,  but  by  the  diagonal  of  a  parallelogram, 
the  sides  of  which  represent  the  strains  on  A  D  and 
D  C.  As  two  sides  of  a  triangle  are  greater  than  the 
third  W  is  less  than  the  sum  of  the  strains 
on  A  D  and  D  C— that  is,  less  than  twice 
the  weight  shown  by  the  spring- balance. 

If  it  is  desirable  to  have  some  way  of 
occasionally  doubling  the  power  of  a  spring- 
balance,  I  suggest  the  use  of  a  small 
pulley,  with  a  hook  fixed  to  it,  and 
two  pieces  of  cord  attached  to  the 
spring-balance,  one  being  about  three 
times  the  length  of  the  other.  Pass  the 
longer  piece  of  cord  through  the  pulley, 
fix  the  ends  in  any  convenient  way  so 
that  the  two  cords  are  exactly  parallel  to 
one  another,  hang  the  fish  on  the  hook, 
and  then  the  reading  of  the  balance 
minus  half  the  weight  of  the  pulley  and 
cord,  which  can  be  easily  ascertained  and 
deducted,  will  be  half  the  weight  of  the 
fish. 

An  oar  or  landing-net  handle  supported 
lorizontally,  or,  better  still,  two  stout  nails  driven 
into  a  wooden  beam,  seem  convenient  points  to 
attach  the  ends  of  the  cords  to.  The  important 
point  is  to  see  that  the  two  cords  are  as  nearly  as 
possible  parallel  to  one  another,  and  that  the 
bearings  of  the  pulley-wheel  are  oiled  to  make 
them  work  freely. — Yours  truly, 

8,  Bellovue-crescent,        Alex.  D.  Campbell 
Edinburgh,  May  16. 

[Our  correspondent  "N.,"  who  has  seen  Mr. 
Campbell's  letter,  says  that  the  sugsjestion  he  made 
"  was  a  rough  and  ready  mode  of  weighing  a  fish  as 
soon  as  taken  out  of  the  water  under  the  circum- 
stances stated,  without  pretending  to  mathematical 
accuracy,  but  that  if  carefully  done  it  is  practically 
accurate,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Campbell's  comments 
The  figure  given  at  page  312  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
differs  from  Mr,  Campbell's  figure  in  two  points 
only.  I.  In  the  latter  the  two  cords  are  parallel 
If  that  were  so,  the  weight  of  the  fish  would  make 
the  two  cords  twist,  and  the  weighing  would  fail. 
If  the  cords  are  rather  further  apart  above  thaii 
below  this  twisting  will  not  occur,  and  any  differ- 
ence between  the  weight  so  obtained  and  that 
suggested  to  be  mathematically  accurate  is  trivial 
and  negligible.  2.  The  other  point  of  difference 
between  the  two  is  the  use  of  the  metal  pulley  with 
a  hook  attached.  That,  no  doubt,  is  an  improve- 
ment, as  facilitating  the  adjustment  of  the  weight 
between  the  strings ;  but  this  can  be  done  quite  as 
well  without  such  machinery  with  a  little  care.  If 
however,  anyone  thinks  it  worth  while  to  carn^ 
such  a  tackle  about  with  him  for  the  chance  of 
wanting  it,  he  can  do  so ;  but  in  nearly  fifty  years 
the  writer  has  never  had  occasion  for  anything  of 
the  sort,  or  known  anyone  else  who  had."  Ed.J 

FISHING  IN  FINLAND. 
Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  the  letter  signed  by 
"  Calamus,"  re  Fishing  in  Finland,  that  appeared  in 
your  issue  of  May  23,  we  are  in  daily  touch  with 
Finland,  and  members  of  our  firm  have  been,  and 
even  are  at  the  present  time,  in  Finland,  visiting 
the  most  remote  parts,  and  state  that  although  the 
political  matters  in  Finland  are  in  anything  but  a 
happy  state,  they  will  in  no  wise  inconvenience 
tourists,  anglers,  or  any  respectable  travellers 
whatever. — Yours  truly,  John  Good  and  Sons. 
Finland  Lines  of  Royal  Mail  Steamers 
177,  High-street,  Hull,  May  23. 

P.  S.— Internal  politics  in  no  way  refer  to  our 
people. 

Dear  Marston,— "  Calamus'  "  letter  in  your  issue 
of  May  23  has  greatly  amused  me ;  let  me  assure 
him  that  he  and  his  wife  can  travel  as  freely  in 
Finland  as  in  England,  with  the  sole  exception  of 
having  occasionally  to  comply  with  the  request, 
always  most  courteously  made,  and  that  through 
the  manager  of  the  hotel  where  one  is  stopping,  for 


the  production  of  one's  passport,  which,  as  in  the 
rest  of  Russia,  is  an  absolute  necessity,  and  must 
be  vised  by  the  Russian  Consul  here  in  London 
before  one  starts,  the  charge  for  which  is  43.  lOJ. 

Is  it  necessary  for  me  to  add  that  in  a  country 
where  political  questions  are  burning,  it  is  absolutely 
the  best  for  a  foreigner  to  leave  them  severely  alone, 
even  to  the  extent  of  not  even  discussing  them. 

The  letters  that  appear  in  the  English  papers 
should  be  read  with  a  great  deal  of  reserve. 

One  word  of  serious  warning  to  "  Calamus  " — if  he 
does  not,  from  previous  experience,  know  this  lovely 
country,  let  him  beware  that  he  be  not  killed  with— 
hospitality  and  kindness. — Yours  truly, 

HiiGAKTNiNGsruLLT.    ("  The  Baron.") 

["The  Baron  "  is  an  old  correspondent  who  has 
made  almost  annual  visits  to  Finland  from  England 
for  thirty  years,  and  has  a  large  personal  aoquiint- 
anc9  with  Finns  of  all  classes.— Eo.J  j 


FISHING  IN  DENMARK. 

Dear  Sir,— The  River  Guden  (from  Svostrup 
to  Ans),  Karup-Aa  (from  Karup  to  Gronhoj),  and 
most  of  the  aajr  in  Jutland  going  towards  Ostersosn 
are  well  stocked  with  trout.  Fishing  here  mostly 
free  or  by  cheap  ticket. 

The  aaer  going  west  are  full  of  grayling.  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  give  particulars  to  any  of  your  readers 
sending  me  address.  English  anglers  have  told  me 
that  our  grayling  fishing  is  better  than  any  other 
country's  (Finland  perhaps  excepted). — Yours  truly, 

Gotheragade  143,  Soya  Jessen. 

Copenhagen. 


THE  "BRISTOL  AUTOMATIC  FLOAT." 
Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  either  you 
or  your  readers  can  inform  me  where  I  can  get  the 
"  Bristol  Automatic  Float  "  (pike  size).  This  fioat 
is  so  made  that  it  is  released  from  its  attachment  to 
the  line  as  soon  as  it  comes  in  contact  with  the 
end  of  the  rod.  The  float  is  (like  light  rods  ?)  an 
American  production,  which  may  account  for  the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  same  here. 

With  regard  to  the  question  as  to  if  sardines  are 
small  pilchards,  I  lived  for  some  time  in  Cornwall, 
and  know  that  small  pilchards  were  tinned  as 
sardines.  At  Fowey  there  used  to  be  a  "  Sardine 
Factory,"  where  small  pilchards  were  used.  This 
factory  has  been  closed  for  some  years. — Yours 
truly,  G.  DE  Maxjpas. 


FISHING  IN  THE  PYRENEES. 
Dear  Sir, — "Tyro"  might  get  the  information 
needed  by  writing  to  I'Hotel  Piora,  a  march  from 
the  St.  Gothard  route.     See  "  Baedeker "  under 
heading  "  Airola," — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

"MERAC." 

My  dear  Mb.  Marston, — I  have  been  looking 
through  Burgess's  "Angling,"  but  have  been  unable 
to  find  "Merac  "  mentioned  in  it  as  a  bait  for  tench 
(Fishing  Gazette,  March  14,  p.  189).  Could  your 
correspondent  give  the  page  of  this  work  where 
"  Merac"  is  mentioned. — Yours  truly, 

Paul  Tchehkassov. 


EELS  IN  THE  LEA. 
Dear  Sir, — Re  eels,  in  your  footnote  to  Mr. 
Howse's  letter,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  23.  I 
beg  to  state  that  they  were  not  all  large  ones. 
I  returned  eighteen  or  twenty  to  the  pool  from  ^Ib. 
to  Jib.  in  weight,  the  smallest  I  have  seen  during 
the  twelve  months  I  have  been  here.  I  am  quite 
certain  that  there  is  no  scarcity  of  eels  in  the 
Navigation  River.  New  River. — The  first  May  Fly 
of  this  season  I  saw  in  this  district  was  on  Tuesday 
(May  19) ;  to-day  (May  23)  there  is  a  large  number 
coming  up,  but  they  are  rather  a  dark  colour  yet. 
— Yours  truly,  Veritas. 

[What  I  cannot  understand  is  how  the  elvers,  or 
young  eels,  2in.  to  3in.  in  length,  can  pass  through 
the  filthy  water  of  the  lower  Lea ;  probably  it  was 
when  there  was  a  lot  of  land  water  coming  down. 
—Ed.] 


TORCROSS  AND  SLAPTON  LEY. 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  answer  to  J.  R.  Graham,  of 
Bristol,  you  are  not  quite  accurate.  You  say  you 
fear  Mr.  Vickery's  place  is  "not  quite  close  to  the 
sea."  The  hotel  door  is  about  fifteen  yards  from 
the  sea  beach,  and  the  sea  on  a  high  tide  washes 
the  wall.  The  lea  where  the  fiahing  is  lies  within 
a  hundred  yards  of  the  sea. 

Also   Slapton  Ley  is  not  private.     I  have  a 
furnished  cottage  there,  and  am  down  most  years 
fishing,  so  am  sure  of  the  facts. — Yours  truly. 
Chiswick  Golf  Club.  W.  J.  E. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  W.  J.  E.  I  thought  the 
Slapton  Ley  was  private  since  the  property  it  ij  on 
was  sold  a  year  or  two  ago. — Ed.] 

{Sweral  letters  are  ut%awidably  hdd  over.] 
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The  Fishing  gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  I  ishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
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Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHING  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10*  Sd. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    5».  id. 
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To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  6d. 
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Small  advertisements  6s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


Effect  of  Tempeeatuiie  on  Salmon 
Taking  Fly. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh 
on  Monday  night,  Mr.  George  Muirhead,  commis- 
sioner for  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  read 
a  communication  on  the  effect  of  temperature  on 
the  taking  of  salmon  with  rod  and  fly  in  the  river 
Spey  at  Gordon  Castle.  In  the  course  of  his  paper, 
Mr.  Muirhead  said  that  the  usual  experience  of 
salmon  fishers  with  rod  and  fly  was  that  while  the 
fish  may  take  well  on  certain  days,  on  other  days, 
when  the  conditions  do  not  seem  to  differ,  they  can 
hardly  be  induced  to  rise  at  all.  That  peculiarity 
was  so  observable  in  the  Gordon  Castle  waters  in 
the  autumn  of  1897  that  it  occurred  to  Mr.  Muir- 
head that  the  reason  might  be  found  in  variation  in 
the  temperature  of  the  water.  He  made  very  care- 
ful observations  during  the  rod  and  fly  season  in 
the  four  succeeding  years,  and  the  results  he 
embodied  in  a  series  of  tables.  These  tables  showed 
that  salmon  rod  fishing  took  place  on  131 
days,  and  that  the  average  number  of  salmon 
caught  by  each  rod  during  that  period  was  1-34, 
and  that  the  average  weekly  variations  in  the 
temperature  of  the  water  was  6 '36  degrees  Fahr. 
It  was  also  shown  that  when  the  weekly  variation 
in  temperature  was  only  3  degrees  the  weekly 
average  of  salmon  taken  by  each  rod  in  the  day 
was  as  high  as  2-14,  and  that  when  the  weekly 
temperature  varied  as  much  as  12  degrees  the 
weekly  average  of  salmon  taken  by  each  rod  in 
the  day  fell  to  0-40.  Mr.  Muirhead's  conclusions 
were:  (1)  That  salmon  were  influenced  by  varia- 
tions in  the  temperature  of  the  water  in  the  taking 
of  the  artificial  fly  in  the  Spey,  at  Gordon  Castle, 
during  the  rod  fishing  season  there ;  (2)  that  under 
ordinary  conditions  of  river  and  weather,  the  salmon 
took  the  fly  best  during  the  period  when  there 
was  least  variation  in  the  temperature  of  the  water 
from  day  to  day;  and  (3)  that  under  ordinary 
conditions  of  river  and  weather  the  fish  did  not 
take  the  fly  well  during  the  period  when  there  was 
much  variation  in  the  temperature  of  the  water 
from  day  to  day. 


May  Fly  on  the  Kennet  and  Pang. 
"  Val  Conson"  writes  to  me  on  June  2: — "The 
dark  dirty-bodied  May  Flies  were  quite  plentiful 
on  Saturday  on  the  lower  Kennet,  but  not  even 
the  chub  took  much  notice  of  them.  The  white- 
bodied  kind  were  showing  too,  but  not  in  quantity. 
On  Monday  there  were  more  of  them,  but  not 
enough  to  bring  on  more  than  one  or  two  of  the 
big  chub  for  a  few  minutes.  When  the  big  chub 
are  well  on  you  may  look  for  the  trout  to  begin. 
So  I  came  away  to  give  the  water  a  rest  till 
Saturday  next.  On  the  little  Pang,  about  four 
miles  off,  there  was  a  great  show  of  fly,  the  surface 
being  at  one  time  scummed  over  with  the  shucks. 
The  fish  had  become  very  dainty  and  fastidious, 
and  took  a  lot  of  tempting.  I  had  only  small  flies, 
but  I  believe  a  big-winged  Summer  Duck  would 
have  been  the  medicine  for  them.'' 


Me.  James  Ogden's  "Winchcomb"  Combined 
Ey'ed-Fly  and  Cast  Case. 
Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb-street, 
Cheltenham,  sends  me  one  of  his  new  registered 
"Winchcomb"  combined  eyed -fly  and  gut  cast 
pocket  cases,  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  about 
as  near  perfection  as  we  are  likely  to  get.  The 
illustration  will  give  some  idea  of  its  appearance, 
which  is  very  attractive.  The  pig-skin  leather  case 
is  secured  with  a  strong  spring  clasp  and  holds 
four  parchment  pockets,  which  will  hold  dozens  of 
casts  of  all  sizes  for  trout  fishing  and  keep  them 
dry  and  good  for  years.  Then  there  is  a  wooden 
frame  holding  a  sheet  of  celluloid,  on  each  side  of 


Me.  James  Ogden's  'Winchcomb"  Combined 
Eybd-Fly  and  Cast  Case  (Regd.). 

which  are  fastened  rows  of  little  metal  clips  to  hold 
flies  on  eyed  hooks  from  midge  up  to  May  Fly  size. 
The  flies  are  so  held  that  the  wings  cannot  get 
crushed — the  hook  is  held  in  the  bend,  so  the 
points  are  not  touched.  Ten  dozen  flies  can  be 
comfortably  carried  in  this  way ;  and  then  a  great 
advantage  is  that  a  leaf  of  stout  celluloid  closes 
flat  on  each  side  of  the  fly  frame,  so  that  moths  are 
excluded.  The  whole  thing  is  beautifully  compact 
and  strong  and  light.  Size :  6in.  long,  4in.  wide, 
and  fin.  thick.  The  great  feature  is  the  deep 
wooden  frame  which  protects  the  flies  so  well  and 
makes  the  case  mothproof.  This  was  Mr.  James 
Ogden's  own  idea,  and  he  ought  to  make  a  small 
fortune  out  of  it.  The  price  of  the  combined  case 
is  8s.  6d. 

Since  writing  the  above  Mr.  Ogden  sends  me  a 
trout  over  lib.  in  weight  with  the  top  jaw  deformed 
more  than  I  have  ever  seen  one.  It  seems  to  have 
been  quite  pushed  into  the  head,  and  the  wonder  is 
the  fish  could  feed  at  all. 


May  Flies  and  Ottee  Hounds. 
Mr.  Denton,  of  the  Lion  Hotel,  Farningham, 
telegraphed  to  me  on  Wednesday  (June  3)  to  say: 
"May  Fly  on  Darenth.  Crowhurst  otter  hounds 
here  to  Saturday."-  Fancy  otter  hunting  in  the 
cream  of  the  May  Fly  week — nice  for  Darenth 
anglers. 

Excellent  May  Flies. 
Unfortunately  too  late  for  notice  last  week  came 
some  excellent  May  Flies  from  Messrs.  A.  Carter  & 
Co.,  htd{    There  are  ten  patterns,  including  the 


Nottidge,  the  Walton  (celluloid  body),  the  Wyndham 
(detached  body,  wood-duck  wing),  the  Mac  (celluloid 
body),  the  Rosebery.  Hertford,  and  Gresham. 
There  is  a  good  Spent  Fly  with  celluloid  body.  All 
are  really  good  patterns,  and  well  made.  Detached 
bodied  flies  look  most  natural  and  killing,  but  in 
my  experience  many  more  fish  are  missed  with 
them  than  ■with  the  body  on  the  hook,  especially 
when  the  fish  are  not  taking  boldly.  The  Spent 
Fly  is  wonderfully  killing  at  times,  when  the  fish 
are  taking  the  nearly  dead  flies  as  they  come  down 
with  wings  spread  out  flat  on  the  surface.  A 
pretty  severe  test  shows  Messrs.  Carter's  eyed 
May  Fly  hooks  to  be  of  first-rate  metal  and  temper. 

Good  Teout  Fishing  in  the  Pyeenees. 
As  I  am  sure  any  angler  who  thinks  of  going 
fishing  in  the  Pyrenees  will  know  French,  I  will 
not  trouble  to  translate  this  letter  from  M.  J. 
Rataboul,  of  Moissac  (Tam-et-Garonne),  France.  I 
am  sure  we  are  all  very  much  obliged  to  him  for 
the  information :  — 

"  Moissac,  Mai  30. 
"  Cher   Monsieue, — Je  puis  donner  a  votre 
correspondant,  qui  a  signe  'Tyro,'  sa  lettre  dans 
le  23  Mai,    1903,  tous  les  renseignements  qu'il 
desire  sur  la  peche  d  la  truite  dans  les  Pyrenees. 
;  J'ai  parcouru  beaucoup  de  torrents  de  la  region 
'  centrale  et  je  puis  lui  enseigner  des  localites  ou  pour 
4  a  5  francs  par  jour  il  sera  confortablement  loge 
et  nourri  et  ou  il  pourra  prendre  ses  30  truites  sans 
se  gener.    Je  suis  etonne  que  vos  compatriotes  qui 
voyagent  a  la  recherche  de  bons  coins  de  peche  ne 
I  frequentent  pas  davantage  les  Pyrenees,  qui  encore 
\  regorgent  de  truites. 

"  De  toute  necessite  il  faut  parler  fran^ais. 
"Veuillez  m'excuser  de  ne  pas  vous  ecrire  en 
anglais;  jene  traduirais  pas  exactement  ma  pensees. 
— Bien  cordialement,  "  J.  Rataboul."- 

It  will  be  seen  that  M.  Rataboul  kindly  offers  to 
j  give  information  as  to  where  anglers  can  get  good 
food  and  lodging  at  from  3s.  6d.  to  4s.  6d.  a  day, 
and  get  baskets  up  to  fifteen  brace  of  trout  without 
sweating  much. 

Slapton  Ley  Not  Closed  to  Anglees. 
I  am  glad  to  publish  this  letter  from  Mr.  E.  F. 
Spence  about  Slapton  Ley  : — 

"  Deae  Sie,  —  I  have  noticed  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  correspondence  two  inaccurate  statements 
about  Slapton  Ley.  The  property  was  sold,  but  a 
large  portion  of  the  Ley  was,  and  still  is,  under 
lease  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Royal  Sands  Hotel, 
who  alone  can  give  permission  to  fish  it.    The  pike 

',  fishing  is  good ;  during  my  last  visit  I  took,  in  two 
hours,  nine  fish,  weighing  50 Jib. — biggest,  121b., 
smallest,  41b. — and  they  fight  harder  than  any 
pike  I  know.  They  run  well  to  a  spinning  bait — 
natural  is  best,  and  spoons  seem  of  little  use. 

I  There  are  countless  rudd  and  perch,  and  the  place 
is  pretty.  The  idea  in  the  letter  of  last  week  of 
taking  a  private  cottage  has  a  weak  spot,  for 
visitors  at  the  hotel  have  a  preferential  right  to 
the  boats ;  outsiders  may  fish  on  paying  4s.  a  day 
for  boat,  man,  and  leave.  The  hotel  is  clean  and 
comfortable,  the  charges  are  moderate,  and  the 
food  is  wholesome  and  good. — Yours  truly, 

I  "  Edward  F,  Spence." 


Completion  of  "The  Sports  of  the  World." 

Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  and  Messrs.  Cassell  &  Company 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  completion  of  their 
admirable  "Sports  of  the  World,"  which  has  been 
noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  it  appeared  in 
parts.  The  complete  work  is  at  the  price  ( 12s.  6d. ) 
much  the  handsomest  general  work  on  sport  ever 
published.  The  articles  are  nearly  all  by  experts, 
and  the  illustrations  are  numbered  by  the  hundred, 
and  are  admirably  printed  and  nearly  all  excellent. 
AngUng  is  well  represented,  and  altogether  the 
work  will  be  as  useful  for  reference  as  it  will  be 
acceptable  as  a  present  for  a  sportsman. 

Me.  p.  D.  Malloch's  List  of  Fishings  and 
Shootings. 

Everyone  who  wants  to  rent  a  deer  forest,  a 
grouse  moor,  a  low  ground  shooting,  salmon  and 
trout  fishing,  with  or  without  lodges,  etc.,  should 
consult  the  excellent  list  published  by  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch,  of  Perth,  which  now  extends  to  over 
170  pages.  Mr.  Malloch  is  such  a  good  sportsman 
himself,  both  with  rod  and  gun,  that  sportsmen 
can  feel  quite  safe  in  relying  upon  getting  what 
;  they  require  through  him^ 
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Death  of  the  Rev.  H.;  G,  J.  Veitoh.; 
I  much  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death,  on 
May  30,  of  the  Rev.  H.  G.  J.  Veitch.  an  old  con- 
tributor to  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  *'  0.  Hevit."-  It 
was  a  Uttle  joke  of  his  to  call  himself  "  Hon.  Chaplain 
to  the  Fishing  Gazette."  Mr.  Veitch  had  not  been  in 
good  health  for  some  time.  He  died  at  his  house 
in  Dumfriesshire,  and  his  loss  will  long  be  felt  by 
his  many  friends.  He  was  a  very  keen  trout  and 
salmon  angler,  and  for  many  years  was  joint  hon. 
sec.  of  the  Hungerford  Club,  which  afterwards 
migrated  to  the  Wylye ;  he  was  also  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  Of  an 
extremely  genial  and  kindly  disposition,  he  was 
ever  ready  to  help  when  asked  for  information  and 
advice.  It  is  sad  to  have  to  chronicle  the  passing 
of  the  old  angUng  friends  with  whom  one  has  passed 
many  a  pleasant  hour.  If  I  can  obtain  it,  I  hope 
to  give  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Veitch,  who  was  for  so 
many  years  our    Hon.  Chaplain.'' 

The  Piscatorial  Society  loses  an  Old  Member. 

By  the  death  of  that  greatly  respected  gentleman, 
Mr.  H.  L.  W.  Godwin,  of  New  Southgate,  the 
Piscatorial  Society  loses  one  of  its  oldest  members. 
Mr.  Godwin  took  a  keen  interest  in  angling,  and  at 
one  tune  was  on  the  Committee  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society^ 

Lough  Corrib; 

Mr,'  Holmes  Leigh  caught  a  magnificent  trout  of 
SJlb.  on  May  25,  which  he  has  sent  to  Williams, 
Dublin,  for  setting  up ;  the  fish  was  caught  trolling 
with  natural  bait. 


Gowbtjen's  Patent  Caster.; 
Before  referring  to  my  imfortunate  experiences 
with  this  new  casting  invention  which  was  illus- 
trated in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  30,  I  want  to 
get  a  Uttle  information  from  the  inventor  about  it. 
I  don't  want  to  condemn  it  until  I  have  seen  if  the 
inventor  can  change  my  opinion.: 

The  Sttmmer  Duck  Marquis,'^ 

The  best  basket  of  trout  I  have  heard  of  at 
present  is  one  of  twelve  and  a  half  brace  taken  on 
his  Summer  Duck  "Marquis''  May  Fly  by  Mr. 
James  Ogden  himself^  It  is  a  grand  fly,  and  so 
J' distinguished  looking"  that  the  trout  pick  it  out 
from  among  the  sober  naturals  with  fatal  results,' 

R.  B,  Marston.: 


CASSELL'S  BOOK  OF  SPORTS 
AND  PASTIMES. 


This  is  a  new  and  revised  edition  of  a  capital 
book  describing  more  than  600  outdoor  and  indoor 
games  and  amusements,  and  containing  nearly 
1000  illustrations. 

The  improvement  is  most  marked  in  the  sections 
dealing  with  football,  cricket,  and  golf,  which  are 
now  models  of  up-to-dateness.  Sections  have  been 
added  dealing  with  the  newer  games,  such  as 
vigoro  and  table-tennis,  whilst  the  httle  known 
American  game  of  baseball  is  made  clear  to  the 
veriest  novice.' 

"Not  only  in  outdoor  sports  is  the  book  admir- 
able, but  there  are  large  sections  dealing  with  such 
groups  as  indoor  games,  recreative  science,  the 
workshop,  card  games,  to  say  nothing  of  a  valuable 
chapter  by  experts  on  the  keeping  of  pets  for 
pleasure  and  profit.  The  book  is  copiously  illus- 
trated, and  should  be  the  inseparable  companion 
of  every  British  boy.'' 

Since  hunting,  shooting,  and  fishing  are  the  chief 
of  all  sports  one  wonders  at  their  exclusion  from  a 
book  with  this  title; 


THE  "OPENING"  DAY. 


What  a  taking  down  of  rods,  examination  of 
reels,  turning  out  of  boxes,  looking  into  cupboards, 
and  clearing  of  shelves  there  will  be  !  What  a 
waking  up  of  wives,  daughters,  maiden  aunts, 
sisters,  and  servants  to  the  fact  of  removing,  dust- 
ing, poUshing,  varnishing,  oihng,  and  the  cleaning 
of  all  this  "  clutter,'!  as  a  lady  I  know  calls  it,  the 
"  horrid  hooks,"  etc.,  being  in  their  estimation  worse 
than  spring  cleaning.  The  best  way  is  to  take  them 
bodily  out  of  the  house  on  to  the  lawn— if  no  lawn. 


then  backyard,  garden,  barn,  stable,  or  outhouse — 
have  one  row  and  have  done  with  it,  instead  of,  say, 
half-a-dozen.' 

A  barrister  without  a  brief,  a  dog  without  a  bone, 
an  alderman  without  his  turtle  soup,  a  parson 
without  a  Uving,  a  money-lender  without  a  surety, 
a  lady  without  her  gloves,  and  an  unsuccessful 
angler  without  an  excuse  may  all  be  placed  in  the 
same  category  as  those  unfortunate  anglers  who 
cannot  fish  on  the  opening  day.  In  a  short  time  it 
wll  be  with  us,  and  what  mistakes  many  will  make  ! 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  hundi'eds  will 
rush  off  to  fish  in  rivers,  ponds,  meres,  lakes,  etc., 
with  baits  that  should  be  given  to  the  fowls  and 
rods  and  tackle  that  should  be  used  to  boil  the 
kettle.  My  only  object  in  writing  in  this  strain  is 
to  prevent  deep  and  dire  disappointment.  Many 
will  use  baits,  such,  for  instance,  as  greaves,  cheese, 
worms,  stewed  wheat,  both  potato  and  bread  paste, 
when  the  fish  they  are  after  would  much  prefer 
eating  weed  and  the  innumerable  insects  that  may 
be  found  in  it.  Be  advised  in  time.  Have  you 
never  seen  the  remains  of  tiny  shells  in  the  stomach 
of  a  barbel,  or  the  dehcate  water  shrimp  in  the 
stomach  of  an  eel  ?  Yet  many  anglers  may  often 
be  seen  fishing  hour  after  hour  on  a  scorching  hot 
day  in  a  gin-fine  water  with  baits  that  the  fish 
utterly  detest,  which  perhaps  they  have  never  seen, 
and  even  if  they  had  would  much  prefer  to  take 
them  at  a  more  convenient  season.  Many  of  the 
anglers  of  whom  I  speak  seem  to  think  that  fish 
have  no  discrimination  in  the  matter  of  food,  and 
will  take  anything  they  choose  to  offer.  A  great 
mistake;  These  thoughtless  anglers  cannot  have 
the  remotest  idea  what  effect  the  operation  of 
spawning  has  on  difl'erent  sorts  of  fish,  or  they 
would  never  be  at  so  much  trouble  and  waste  so 
much  time  in  trying  to  catch  one  sort  of  fish  when 
they  could  catch  another  sort  without  difficulty — 
for  instance,  dace.  After  spawning  both  pike  and 
barbel  are  very  exhausted,  remain  in  a  torpid  and 
weakly  state  for  some  time,  and  it  is  next  to  useless 
angling  for  them.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  well 
known  that  the  chub  will  take  the  minnow  and 
other  baits  in  less  than  a  week  after  spawning,  and 
tliis  is  no  doubt  the  reason  why  Thames  fishermen 
often  catch  them  when  they  are  spinning  for  trout. 
The  fact  is,  at  the  period  of  which  I  speak,  many 
anglers  neither  give  themselves  time  to  consider 
what  rod,  reel,  fine,  hook,  or  bait  would  be  best 
adapted  to  catch  certain  fish,  nor  in  what  conchtion 
they  are  hkely  to  be.  I  once  knew  a  peppery  old 
gentleman  who  was  very  fond  of  saying  that  he 
would  not  allow  anyone  to  catch  his  fish  while  they 
were  spawning.  Depend  upon  it,  the  old  buffer  had 
never  tried  or  he  would  never  have  made  such  a 
remark.  No  matter  what  bait  the  angler  used,  I 
presume  it  would  have  a  similar  effect  to  asking  a 
man  nearly  dead  with  sea-sickness  to  eat  a  fat  pork 
chop  or  a  black  pudding.  I  do  not  think  that 
barbel,  bream,  tench,  carp,  perch,  chub,  gudgeon, 
or  pike  will  bite  while  they  are  spawning.  As  stated 
the  chub  is  very  quick  in  coming  up  to  time,  but 
even  its  condition  is  wretchedly  poor. 

Many  anglers  try  to  perform  an  impossibility  at 
this  period,  and  as  usual  fail.  They  never  seem  to 
consider  the  season  even  a  little  bit.  For  instance, 
the  beginning  of  May  is  supposed  to  be  a  good  time 
to  fly-fish  for  dace.  Now,  the  first  week  in  May 
was  much  colder  than  it  was  in  the  middle  of  March  ; 
in  fact,  the  12th  of  March  was  a  grand  and  glorious 
day,  whilst  the  first  week  in  May  was  simply  detest- 
able. Authors  greatly  differ  about  this  spawning 
business.  One  says  on  the  carp  :  "  Carp  usually 
spawn  about  May,  and  are  in  good  condition  again 
very  shortly  after."  Another  :  "  Carp  deposit  their 
spawn  in  May.  From  this  time  to  July  they  are 
out  of  season,  and  should  be  well  protected  in  their 
weak  and  u  nconditioned  state. '  '•  Fish  going  through 
the  operation  of  spawning  require  time  to  recoup, 
the  only  difference  being  that  some  regain  their 
strength  sooner  than  others. 

Having  warned  the  novice  to  be  determined  as 
far  as  possible  to  have  the  right  rod,  reel,  line,  float, 
and  hook  for  the  fish  ho  is  going  to  catch,  the  next 
thing  is  to  operate  at  the  right  period  when  there  is 
a  chance  to  succeed. 

Sivims. — It  is  sometimes  not  easy  for  the  angler 
to  find  swims  which  certain  fish  affect,  and  much 
time  and  trouble  may  often  be  saved  by  taking  the 
advice  of  a  good  local  angler.  In  "the  warmer 
months  in  rivers  gudgeon,  barbel,  chub,  and  dace 
dearly  love  a  stream,  and  even  roach  may  be  taken 
in  quicker  streams  than  at  the  faU  of  the  year — in 
fact,  in  streams  that  in  November  and  December 


not  a  roach  could  be  caught.  The  angler  who 
studies  the  temperature  should  be  able  to  form  a 
good  idea  where  fish  are  likely  to  be.  The  hotter  it 
is  the  more  oxygen  they  require  (especially  after 
spawning),  and  they  naturally  go  where  the  purest 
water  can  be  found. 

Baits. — At  the  commencement  of  the  season  there 
can  be  no  question  that  the  caddis  or  cad-bait  is  ono 
of  the,  if  not  the,  best  baits  that  can  be  used,  as  all 
sorts  of  fish  are  partial  to  it.  It  is  a  perfectly 
natural  bait,  and  although  most  works  on  angUng 
will  tell  one  something  about  it,  not  one  will  mention 
how  it  should  be  put  on  the  hook.  In  my  humble 
opinion  the  careful  description  Walton  gives  in 
Chapter  XL,  part  2—"  Third  Day:  How  to  Bait  the 
Ash-grub" — would  apply  equally  well  to  caddis.- 
Study  it.  He  gives  a  most  charming  description 
of  angUng  with  the  worm  with  one  smaU  shot,  as 
he  says:  "  Casting  out  your  worm  before  you  with 
a  Ught  one-handed  rod  Uke  an  artificial  fly  ;  when 
it  will  be  taken  sometimes  at  the  top  or  within  a 
very  Uttle  of  the  superficies  of  the  water,  and  almost 
before  that  Ught  ])lumb  can  sink  it  to  the  bottom, 
both  by  reason  of  the  stream,  and  also,  that  you 
must  always  keep  your  worm  in  motion  by  dravnng 
still  back  towards  you,  as  if  you  were  angUng  with 
a  fly,  and  beUeve  me  whoever  will  try  it  shall  find 
this  the  best  way  of  all  other  to  angle  with  a  worm 
in  a  bright  water  especially.'-  And  it  is  often  very 
bright  at  this  period  of  the  year.  He  also  says  : 
"  Then  his  rod  must  be  very  light  and  pliant  and 
very  true  and  finely  made,  which  with  a  skilful  hand 
will  do  wonders,  and  in  a  clear  stream  is  undoubtedly 
the  best  way  of  angUng  with  a  worm."  What  a 
pity  it  is  that  we  cannot  see  one  of  these  "  very  true 
and  finely  made  rods  "  to  compare  it  with  some  of 
the  best  in  use  at  the  present  day.  "  You  must 
always  keep  your  worm  in  motion  "  ;  and  if  the 
worm,  how  much  more  the  caddis !  Although 
Walton  says,  "  Now  the  caddis  or  cad-bait  may  be 
put  upon  the  hook,  two  or  three  together,"  I  fight 
rather  shy  of  a  bimch  of  cadcUs;  I  think  it  presents 
an  unnatural  appearance,  and  I  will  give  you  pretty 
good  proof.  I  was  once  fishing  with  an  angler  in 
the  Beane,  not  far  from  where  it  empties  itself  into 
the  Lea.  He  was  one  of  those  anglers  who  know 
everj'thing,  and  he  baited  his  hook  with  four  caddis: 
I  said,  "  You  Avill  frighten  the  fish  with  a  bait  Uke 
that."-  Reply,  "  I  Uke  to  give  them  a  good  mouth- 
ful." There  are  caddis  and  caddis,  but  these  were 
rather  large.  Not  long  afterwards  I  was  standing  a 
Uttle  behind  him,  and  I  saw  a  fine  dace  swim  quickly 
up  to  the  bunch,  give  a  sniff,  and  turn  tail,  as 
much  as  to  say,  "  No,  thank  you."-  I  was  fishing 
with  three  of  these  caddis,  and  you  can  beUeve  me 
or  not,  but  I  saw  a  pike  weighing  about  half  a 
pound  swim  to  the  bait  and  act  in  a  similar  manner 
to  the  dace.  In  my  mind's  eye  I  can  see  that  pike 
now,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  simply  dis- 
gusted with  the  whole  thing,  as  being  sometliing  both 
uncanny  and  urmatural.  A  fine  fat  yeUow  caddis, 
similar  to  those  described  by  the  Editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  May  23,  may  be  used  with 
similar  tackle  as  described  by  Walton  for  casting 
the  worm,  with  a  Uttle  stiffer  rod.  very  fine  line,  and 
a  perforated  shot  about  double  the  size  of  a  BB ;  by 
drawing  down  two  loops  of  Une  between  the  rings 
this  single  shot  can  be  cast  a  considerable  distance ' 
into  clean,  sandy  swims,  near  weeds,  etc.,  and  the 
bait  drawn  gently  along  the  ground,  and  sport  had 
with  roach,  bream,  dace,  and  even  perch.  I  have 
often  caught  perch  and  other  fish  by  drawing  the 
worm  quietly  along  in  very  gentle  streams  and  still 
waters  by  (as  Walton  says)  keeping  the  worm  con- 
stantly on  the  move.  Seeing,  then,  what  novices 
and  others  not  in  the  know  have  to  contend  against 
at  the  commencement  of  the  season — such  as  weeds, 
bright  water,  fish  recouping  from  spawning,  and 
natural  food  in  abundance,  including  weeds,  which 
seem  necessary  for  them  at  this  period— they  will 
have  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  prevent 
being  disappointed,  and  try  and  carry  out  the  foUow- 
ing  rules,  etc.  :— 

Always  be  seated  when  fishing,  with  the  rod-toji 
over  the  float,  especially  in  bright  water.  Keep  well 
back  and  out  of  sight.  Never  give  slack  Une 
when  playing  a  fisli.  Always  have  two  places 
baited  for  roach,  so  that  you  can  change  from  one 
to  the  other.  \Mjatever  bait  you  use,  always  let  it 
be  sweet  and  fresh,  and  do  not  use  nasty  ground 
bait,  with  the  idiotic  idea  of  tempting  the  fish  to 
take  your  nice  hook-bait ;  it  may,  and  probably 
wiU,  make  them  depart  in  disgust  and  spoil  sport 
for  days.  Use  as  Uttle  ground  bait  as  possible.- 
Hundreds  of  anglers  use  five  times  too  much;  The 
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way  I  have  seen  them  dash  it  in,  they  seemed  to 
think  fish  could  eat  as  much  as  themselves.  Nothing 
spoils  fish  like  a  waterproof  bag  ;  use  a  bag  that  can 
always  be  well  washed  after  fishing,  and  so  take  out 
that  "  ancient  and  fish-like  smell,"  especially  that 
of  bream.  Such  baits  as  gentles,  caddis,  and  paste 
are  the  best  for  clear  water,  and  worms  for  dis- 
coloured, especially  in  a  fresh,  fishing  the  quiet 
corners,  slacks,  and  shallow  eddies  near  the  side, 
near  the  sedge,  and  most  sport  should  be  had  when 
the  water  is  covering  the  grass.  A  falhng  water  is 
bad.  Whether  the  bait  be  paste,  gentles,  greaves, 
worms,  cubes  of  bread-crust,  stewed  wheat  or  pearl 
barley,  let  the  hook  suit  the  bait  and  the  bait  the 
hook.  Do  not  fish  with  three  gentles  on  a  No.  6 
hook,  as  I  have  seen  anglers,  nor  use  a  wasp  grub  on 
an  eel  hook.  The  chief  thing  is  to  prevent  the  fish 
seeing  anything  but  the  bait.  For  this  reason  I 
prefer  ledgering  to  having  a  hanging  bait  in  clear, 
still  water ;  a  fish  has  not  a  quarter  the  chance 
of  seeing  anything  but  the  bait  when  it  is  resting  on 
the  ground,  and  that  is  its  natural  position.  In 
short,  always  endeavour  to  angle  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  fish  cannot  possibly  tell  that  one  is  fishing, 
and  even  then  do  not  expect  too  much,  and  you  will 
not  be  disappointed.  Old  Hand. 


THE  WEA.THEE  IN  NOEWAY. 


Weekly  Weather  Report  from  Norway.- 

The  various  telegrams  from  Norway  report  as 
follows : — 

The  Namsen. — Summer  weather;  fish  ascending. 

Gula. — Flood  owing  to  warm  weather. 

Bergen  District. — Now  colder  than  last  week; 
plenty  of  fish. 

Mandal  District. — Weather  still  mild,  and  plenty 
of  fish  on  the  coasts  and  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers. 

June  2.  James  Do  well. 


EEPOETS  BE  EIVEES  IN  NOEWAY, 
1903. 


Thomas  Wilson,  Sons  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  send  the 
following  report  from  F.  Reinhardt  &  Co.,  of 
Christiansand,  S.,  May  29: — "We  are  pleased  to 
inform  you  that  the  prospects  for  the  sport  by 
experienced  sportsmen  are  regarded  as  very  favour- 
able. There  is  much  smw  up  country,  securing 
plenty  of  water  in  the  rivers,  and  we  are  told 
from  experienced  quarters  that  plenty  of  fish  have 
started  to  go  up  the  rivers.". 

June  2. 


SUTHEELAND,  CAITHNESS, 
SHETLAND. 


INEXPENSIVE   SALMON  AND|  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLINGj 
By  AtrausTTTS  Grimblb; 
Author  of  "  The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  eto; 

CHAPTER  lX,~continued. 

Shortly  below  is  George's  Pool,  so  called  from  a 
atone  on  the  bank  ridiculously  resembhng  the  profile 
of  George  the  Fourth.  It  is  best  cast  from  the  left 
bank,  and  is  rarely  without  fish,  though  they  are 
apt  to  rise  short.  This  is  followed  by  another  small 
pot  just  above  the  bridge,  while  below  it  come  four 
of  five  likely  "  bitties,"  all  of  which  are  good  in 
summer.  Next  is  the  Washerwoman's  Pool,  a  very 
good  one  of  some  extent,  parts  of  it  fishing  in  any 
height  of  water.  Below  this  is  the  Euiig  or  Junction 
Pool,  which,  as  it  has  a  gravel  mouth,  alters  each 
season  with  the  winter  floods,  and  so  in  some  years 
it  fishes  better  than  in  others  —  a  troublesome, 
tricky  pool  to  fish,  as  there  is  both  back  water  and 
slack  water  at  the  sides.  Nevertheless,  it  is  always 
worth  putting  the  trousers  on  to  cast  it,  for  it 
always  holds  fish,  but  look  out  that  the  gravel  does 
not  "  run  away  "  with  you.  The  angler  on  the  south 
or  right  bank  can  turn  up  the  Fall  Pool  of  the  Einig, 
which  fishes  only  in  low  water,  and  then  come  down 
to  the  Einig  Pool  proper,  which  is  a  fine  bit  of  casting 
and  fishes  best  in  medium  water.  When  they  are 
in  order,  neither  of  these  beautiful  pools  should  be 
passed  by.  The  only  drawback  in  fishing  them  is 
the  uncertainty  as  to  whether  they  have  not  been 
previously  cast  over,  for  the  Louberor  shooting 
tenant  has  a  right  on  the  west  bank,  and  when  there 


is  a  good  chance  the  keeper  there  is  an  early  bird, 
so  that  it  as  well  to  send  on  the  gilUe,  who  can  find 
out  from  the  dwellers  in  a  cottage  close  to  these 
two  pools  if  they  have  been  already  fished,  and  if 
that  has  been  done,  it  is  as  well  to  let  them  rest  and 
take  them  on  the  journey  home.  Returning  now 
to  the  main  stream,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
below  the  Junction  Pool,  comes  Big  Scorabie,  a 
perfect  one  to  look  at,  but  out  of  which  it  is  rare  to 
get  a  fish.  The  extreme  tail  of  it  is  the  Ukeliest 
part,  and  here,  after  I  had  fished  it  some  hundred 
times  for  nothing,  I  got  three  fish  in  as  many  casts, 
the  only  ones  that  had  come  out  of  it  for  a  very 
long  time. 

The  angler  on  the  right  bank  is  advised  in  making 
this  walk  to  Big  Scorabie  not  to  attempt  it  in  wading 
trousers,  for  he  will  have  to  go  up  the  "  Bad  Step," 
and  though  the  ascent  is  not  a  long  one  and  nothing 
like  so  terrible  as  described  by  the  late  Mr.  Black 
in  his  novel  of  "  Prince  Fortunatus,"  it  is  sharp 
and  steep  while  it  lasts,  and  those  who  are  not  used 
to  cUmbing  are  generally  reduced  to  hands  and 
knees  the  first  time  they  try  it,  and  once  on  all 
fours  the  sharp  stones  qviickly  cut  through  the 
knees  of  the  waders.  The  children  of  the  strath 
run  up  and  down  this  dangerous  place  barefooted 
on  their  way  to  and  from  the  schoolhouse. 

Next  comes  Little  Scorabie,  a  grand  bit  of  water 
never  without  fish,  and  best  cast  from  the  left 
bank,  where  the  Spey  cast  will  come  in  handy. 
It  can,  however,  be  fished  almost  as  well  from  the 
right  bank  and  dry  shod.  At  the  tail  of  this  pool, 
the  upper  beat  comes  to  an  end,  and  altogether 
there  are  seven  good  casts  with  some  ten  odd  corners, 
while  as  both  banks  are  included,  there  is  fairly 
room  for  two  rods,  especially  if  they  are  friends 
and  not  jealous  of  each  other.  The  lower  beat 
begins  at  the  top  of  the  Long  Pool,  which  in  medium 
water  is  good  at  the  head,  while  in  high  water  the 
fish  Ue  in  the  tail.  It  fishes  from  either  bank,  one 
side  being  as  good  as  the  other,  but  waders  are 
wanted.  Then  comes  the  Round  Pool,  a  small  pot 
just  above  a  moderate  fall,  which  also  has  to  be 
waded,  and  does  not  often  give  a  fish.  Following 
this  is  the  Bock  Pool,  which  is  cast  from  the  bank 
on  either  side,  good  in  all  water,  and  perhaps  the 
best  in  the  river.  Next  comes  the  Narrows,  a  long 
stretch  of  knee-deep,  easy  wading  from  the  right 
bank,  every  yard  of  which  is  good,  and  I  saw  a  lady 
take  six  fish  from  it  on  a  March  day  of  1896.  At 
the  tail  of  this  the  Stone  Pool  commences,  waded 
from  the  right  bank  but  fished  ofi"  the  grass  from 
the  left  one— an  excellent  pool  and  my  favourite, 
for  I  hardly  ever  passed  it  without  seeing  or  getting 
something.  A  little  lower  down  comes  Langwell 
Pool,  close  to  the  lodge,  and  another  special  favourite 
with'me,  for  it  is  a  most  fascinating  one  to  fish,  and 
on  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  is  nearly  a  certainty. 
On  the  right  bank  it  takes  a  deep  wade,  but  from  the 
left  one  it  can  be  cast  from  a  cliff  about  fifteen  feet 
above  the  water,  and  the  angler  can  enjoy  the  fun 
of  seeing  every  fish  "  come."  At  the  end  of  this 
pool  is  the  wire  suspension  foot-bridge  connecting 
Langwell  Lodge  with  the  outside  world  and  the 
high  road  to  Lairg.  Now  a  single  fisher  who  has 
this  lower  beat  to  himself  need  not  trouble  to  go 
lower,  for  in  March  and  April  the  Ue  of  the  fish  is 
between  the  top  of  the  beat  and  Langwell  Pool, 
and  any  fish  that  are  below  will  be  certain  to  come 
quickly  to  this  bit  of  the  river. 

So  having  fished  one  side,  it  is  best  to  cross  the  wire 
bridge  and  fish  back  up  the  other  one,  and  if  there 
is  sport  and  some  of  the  pools  be  tried  twice,  it 
will  take  nine  hours'  hard  work.  When  there  are 
two  rods,  or  when  there  is  a  scarcity  of  fish,  perhaps 
at  the  end  of  the  week,  then  water  below  Langwell 
Bridge  should  certainly  be  tried,  and  a  half-mile 
tramp  will  bring  one  to  the  Whirlpool,  best  fished 
by  a  deep  wade  from  the  right  bank,  but  a  not  very 
certain  cast.  The  Brae  Pool  follows,  running  under 
high  and  nearly  perpendicular  rocks.  On  the  right 
bank  there  is  only  just  room  to  get  along,  so  the 
Spey  cast  is  useful  In  high  water  the  tail  is  nearly 
a  sure  cast,  but  in  low  water,  though  the  head  of 
the  pool  looks  splendid  and  fish  can  be  seen  splashing, 
it  is  not  often  that  one  is  got.  Below  this,  on  the 
left  bank  only,  there  is  a  long,  tedious  reach  of 
casting  from  grassy  banks,  which  in  very  high  water 
gives  up  a  fish  now  and  then. 

Then  comes  the  Cemetery,  the  tail  being  a  fairly 
sure  catch  in  big  water,  but  can  only  be  reached 
from  the  right  bank  by  deep  wading.  Between 
this  and  the  Blue  Pool  there  is  a  mile  of  useless 
water,  while  even  when  the  Blue  is  reached  it  is 


not  of  much  account.  The  Turn  Pool  follows— also 
of  no  repute — which  brings  one  to  Inveroykel 
Pool,  a  good  one  in  high  water,  and  out  of 
which  many  more  captures  would  be  made  were 
it  not  for  the  long  tramp  from  the  Cemetery,  for 
this  pool  is  a  tidal  one,  and  it  may  happen  that  the 
angler  arrives  on  it  when  the  tide  is  too  liigh  or 
too  low,  and  thus  have  his  journey  for  nothing. 
It  fishes  best  from  the  right  bank,  and  does  not 
require  wading.  Grilse  begin  to  run  in  June, 
though  the  great  rush  of  these  lively  Uttle  fellows 
is  in  July  — in  1895  two  rods  from  the  Oykel 
Bridge  Hotel  got  thirty-eight  of  them,  with  eighty 
sea-trout,  in  that  month.  A  16ft.  rod  is  ample, 
while  the  largest  size  of  fly  ever  wanted  is  No.  3 
Limerick  hook,  and  from  that  to  the  smallest  may 
be  used.  All  the  standard  patterns  kill,  but  Childers 
and  Black  Doctor  are  the  local  favourites  for  morn- 
ing work,  while  Butcher,  Jock  Scott,  Benchill  and 
Dunkeld  are  all  good.  With  the  two  last-named 
dainties  I  got  twenty-seven  fish  in  as  many  days 
in  April,  1896.  I  fished  from  Langwell  Lodge,  and 
at  that  time  I  believe  the  hotel  terms  for  March  to 
August  was  £30  for  the  beat,  but  terms  may  have 
changed,  and  a  line  to  the  proprietor  of  the  com- 
fortable Oykel  Bridge  Inn  will  be  certain  to  meet 
with  a  speedy  reply.  Except  in  deep  snow,  I 
always  took  the  river  in  shoes  and  stockings,  and 
let  the  gilHe  carry  the  trousers,  which  were  shifted 
off  and  on  as  occasion  required,  and  on  all  rivers 
where  wading  trousers  are  necessary  and  the  pools 
long  distances  apart  it  is  far  more  healthy  and 
pleasant  to  do  the  walking  in  shoes,  and  have  the 
waders  carried,  while  also  it  will  make  them  last 
fully  twice  as  long.  Altogether  there  is  hardly 
anywhere  a  nicer  bit  of  hotel  water  at  more  moderate 
terms  than  that  which  the  Bridge  of  Oykel  Hotel 
offers. 

The  Casseley,  or  the  Swift  Flood,  is  another  oi 
the  Kyle  of  Sutheriand  streams  which,  rising  on  the 
north-east  slopes  of  Ben  More,  has  a  run  of  twenty 
miles  before  it  falls  into  brackish  water  at  the  pretty 
httle  village  of  Rosehall,  just  eight  miles  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Oykel.  About  a  mile  above  the 
mouth  there  is  a  steep  fall  which  blasting  operations 
have  made  passable,  but  up  which  fish  seldom  go 
before  the  end  of  May. 

The  mile  or  so  below  the  fall  is  sometimes  let  at 
a  very  moderate  rent,  and  as  there  is  no  inn 
anglers  stay  at  the  Post  Office,  where  they  are 
made  very  comfortable  for  very  Httle.  In  this 
section  there  are  six  pretty  casts,  and  sometimes 
both  banks  are  included  in  the  let,  and  at  others 
only  one.  No  waders  are  wanted,  and  a  16ft.  rod 
mil  do  the  work.  The  fly  is  the  only  lure  permitted, 
and  the  Oykel  ones  will  kill.  The  average  j-ield  of 
both  banks  from  middle  of  March  to  end  of  April 
is  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  fish  of  101b.  Nearest 
the  mouth  is  the  Bridge  Pool,  and  above  comes 
Little  and  Big  Lazy  Pool,  both  excellent  ones  ; 
then  follows  the  Round  Pool,  also  a  pretty  sure 
cast,  succeeded  by  one  with  a  wholly  unpronounce- 
able GaeUc  name  a  great  deal  longer  than  the  pool 
itself,  which  brings  the  angler  to  the  Fall  Pool  at 
the  top  of  the  beat.  AppUcation  to  the  Postmaster 
at  Rosehall  or  to  the  factor  there  will  procure  all 
information.  It  is  a  spate  river  which  rises  and 
falls  very  quickly,  and  this  Uttle  stretch  of  water 
is  weU  suited  to  a  soUtary  angler  who  wants  a  hoUday 
in  fine  air  and  scenery  without  making  a  toil  of  his 
pleasure. 

[To  he  continued.) 


"  UNITED  FISHEEY  INTEEESTS  " 
AND  THE  NEW  SALMON  BILL. 

I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  leadmg  angling  article 
in  the  Field  of  May  30  that  reference  is  made  to 
what  I  consider  is  the  scandalous  way  in  which 
some  boards  of  conservators  treat  trout  and  general 
anglers  for  the  benefit  of  the  salmon  fishing  in- 
dustries and  proprietors.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
title  of  the  article  is  "  United  Fishery  Interests,'- 
but  I  think  this  must  have  been  "wrote  sarcastic.'- 
Even  the  salmon  fishery  interests  are  not  imited ; 
in  fact  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  it  is  the  greed  of 
the  net  fishery  proprietors  which  has  destroj^ed  or 
is  destroying  the  salmon  rivers.  As  for  boards 
of  conservators,  the  majority  of  them  have 
shown  united  purpose  in  robbing  Peter— namely, 
the  trout  and  general  angler— to  pay  Paul, 
who  represents  the  salmon  interest.  We  all  know 
what  happens  to  the  large  revenue  derived  from 
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trout  and  general  licences,  namely—that  it  is  the 
exception,  rather  than  the  rule,  for  the  interests  of 
the  trout  and  general  angler  to  be  considered  in  the 
least.  As  far  as  the  new  Bill  to  Amend  the  Law 
relating  to  Sahnon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  is 
concerned,  it  is  not  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  Bill— 
although  he  supports  it  —and  I  am  quite  sure  that 
trout  and  general  anglers  will  find  Sir  Herbert 
ready  to  consider  their  views.  In  a  recent  letter  to 
me  he  says:  "So  far  as  I  am  aware,  nothing  in 
the  Bill  can  affect  coarse  fishers.  It  certainly  was 
not  intended  to  do  so,  and  amendments  in  their 
interests  will  have  full  consideration."— R.  B. 
Marston. 

,   By  permission  I  give  the  Field  article:  — 
"UNITED  FISHERY  INTERESTS. 
"  It  is  a  most  singular  coincidence  that  in  the 
course  of  less  than  a  month  we  have  a  meeting 
called  in  London  to  bring  salmon  fishery  owners 
and  lessees  into  line  with  the  object,  among  others, 
of  dispelling  the  illusion  that  nothing  can  be  done 
at  present  for  the  salmon  fisheries,  owing  to  the 
divergence  of  opinion  among  persons  interested, 
and  at  Birmingham  a  meeting  of  representatives 
of  a  number  of  large  angUng  associations,  where 
the  keynote  is   the   protection  of  our  fisheries 
generally  in  the  interests  of  the  coarse  fish  angler, 
and  where  it  is   seriously  proposed   that  trout 
should  be  regarded  as  coming  within  the  coarse 
fish  class,  where,  too,  a  decision  is   arrived  at 
to  petition  the  Government  against  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell's  Salmon  Fisheries  Bill,  of  which  brief 
particulars  were  published  last  week  in  the  Field. 
Those  who  met  at  Birmingham  represented  some- 
thing like  46,000  anglers,  while   those  who  met 
at  Fishmongers'  Hall  were  probably  interested  in 
fisheries  to  the  value  of  very  much  more  than 
£46,000.    It  might  be  supposed  from  merely  reading 
the  reports  of  the  two  meetings  that  a  conflict  was 
imminent  between  the  owners  of  salmon  and  trout 
fisheries,  and  the  angling  clubs  which  consist  mainly 
of  working  men.    We  do  not  believe,  however,  that 
anything  of  the  kind  is  proposed,  or  is  likely  to  take 
place.    It  is  an  open  secret  that  some  of  the  most 
influential  movers  in  the  matter  of  the  Sahnon  and 
Trout  Association  were  in  favour  of  a  British 
Fisheries  Association  being  formed  on  the  lines  of 
that  in  America,  rather  than  an  association  devoted 
solely  to  the  interests  of  salmon  and  trout.  But 
these  views  were  doubtless  overruled  on  the  grounds 
that  it  is  the  salmon  in  particular  at  the  present 
moment  which  most  demands  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  and  the  man  of  science,  not  only  as  a 
sporting  fish,  but  also  as  a  food  fish,  and  as  one  of 
the  sources  of  the  national  wealth.    It  is  clearly 
evident  that  the  coarse  fish  angler  can  look  after 
himself.    At  the  same  time  there  is  much  sympathy 
felt  by  the  salmon  and  trout  fisherman  for  the 
humble  wielder  of  the  roach-rod,  and  it  is  recognised 
that  the  encouragement  of  this  innocent  recreation 
among  the  working  classes  is  desirable  in  the  general 
interests  of  the  community.    In  many  country  dis- 
tricts landowners  give  ample  evidence  of  this  sym- 
pathy by  leasing  at  httle  more  than  nominal  rents 
long  lengths  of  their  rivers  to  local  angling  associa- 
tions, and  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that,  generally 
speaking,  the  members  of  these  associations  behave 
like  true  sportsmen,  returning  ill-conditioned  or 
undersized  fish,  and  observing  the  regulations  which 
are  made  for  the  protection  of  the  farmers  on  whose 
land  they  are  allowed  to  walk  for  angling  purposes. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  a  sense  of  injustice  is 
largely  responsible  for  the  formation  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Anglers.  It  has  long  been  a  standing 
grievance  in  the  Midlands  and  north  that  money 
raised  from  one  class  of  anglers  is  apphed  to  the 
benefits,  or  supposed  benefits,  of  another  class. 
Trout  fishers  are  taxed  for  the  maintenance  of  de- 
cadent salmon  rivers,  and  coarse  fish  anglers  have 
been  forced  to  pay  rod  licences  for  the  benefit  of 
trout  or  salmon  fishing,  or  both.  The  legaUty  of 
this  last-mentioned  exaction  was  questioned  at  the 
Birmingham  meeting,  and  we  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  the  tax  dropped  so  far  as  coarse  fish 
anglers  are  concerned.  To  make  a  man  who  is  fishing 
with  a  worm  or  gudgeon  in  a  river  containing  trout 
take  out  a  trout  licence  because  he  happens  to  be 
in  a  fishery  district,  and  because  he  might  catch 
trout,  is  obviously  unjust,  if  not,  as  was  said  at 
Birmmgham,  illegal.  It  is  equally  unjust  to  employ 
in  the  preservation  of  salmon  the  greater  part  of 
the  funds  provided  by  thousands  of  trout  fishers. 
We  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Salmon  and 
Trout  Association  exists  to  prolong  such  practices  , 


as  these.-  Its  principal  object,  as  we  know,  is  to 
obtain  the  legislation  recommended  by  the  Salmon 
Commissioners,  with  such  amendments  as  any 
further  light  thrown  on  the  subject  may  prove  to 
be  desirable.  When  we  come  to  look  into  the 
subject  closely,  it  becomes  at  once  evident  that,  to 
a  large  extent,  the  Salmon  Association  and  the 
National  Federation  of  Anglers  stand  on  common 
ground.  Both,  for  instance,  wish  to  see  netting  in 
the  fresh  waters  of  our  rivers  abolished,  and  both 
regard  the  pollution  of  our  rivers  as  a  serious 
growing  evil,  and  one  to  be  grappled  with  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  Both,  too,  are  alive  to  the 
lamentable  results  attending  the  abstraction  of  water 
from  the  underground  sources  of  rivers.  It  is  true 
that  here  and  there  are  salmon  rivers  in  which  it  is 
desirable  to  destroy  the  coarse  fish  for  the  sake  of 
the  valued  migrant,  but,  nevertheless,  it  is  quite 
possible  that  in  years  to  come  we  may  see  the 
Salmon  Association  and  the  Federation  of  Coarse 
Fishers  joining  hands  over  these  questions  of  river 
pollution  and  water  abstraction.  We  fear  though 
that  until  such  union  takes  place  the  subject  is  not 
likely  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by 
the  Government  of  the  day. 

"  It  may  be  said,  of  course,  that  the  trenchant 
criticism  which  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Bill  above 
mentioned  received  at  Birmingham  is  not  a  good 
augury  for  the  present  or  prospective  union  of  the 
two  associations.  We  venture  to  say,  however, 
that  the  opposition  to  the  proposed  measure  was 
based  to  a  certain  extent  on  misunderstanding.  It 
is  not  to  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that  those 
responsible  for  such  a  Bill,  unless,  indeed,  their 
knowledge  of  the  subject  was  very  hmited,  would 
seriously  intend  that  no  trout  in  any  part  of  the 
Kingdom  should  be  killed  of  less  length  than  seven 
inches.  The  authors  of  the  measure  in  their  desire 
to  preserve  the  smolt  of  the  salmon  must  have 
forgotten  that  in  many  streams  in  Devon- 
shire, where  a  seven-inch  fish  may  not  be  caught 
once  in  a  season,  trout  run  as  small  as  six 
and  eight  to  the  pound.  In  many  a  Welsh 
and  Yorkshire  trout  stream  the  average  size 
is  far  below  seven  inches.  It  is  curious,  too, 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  do  not  apply  to 
Scotland  or  to  Ireland  except  where  expressly  pro- 
vided. Having  regard  to  the  very  few  smolts  and 
parr  killed  by  anglers  in  comparison  with  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  destroyed  in  the  sea  by 
their  natural  enemies,  we  doubt  if  these  fish 
require  to  be  defended  from  the  rod  and  line 
fishermen ;  but  in  some  parts  of  England  there  is 
a  serious  practice  of  systematically  netting  the 
shallows  for  salmon-fry  and  selling  the  young 
salmon  like  sprats,  at  so  much  per  pound.  Certainly 
the  sale  of  trout,  salmon,  and  char,  under  a  certain 
size,  might  usefully  be  prohibited;  but  Boards  of 
Conservators  should  be  given  a  discretion  as  to 
the  rivers  to  which  the  rule  should  apply  so  far  as 
anglers  are  concerned. 

"  Another  point  to  which  strong  objection  is  taken 
by  the  coarse  fisher  is  the  proposal  that  a  Board 
of  Conservators  shall  have  power  to  prohibit  any 
kind  of  fishing  within  any  such  distance  as  they 
may  fix  of  an  obstruction,  whether  natural  or 
artificial,  to  the  passage  of  the  salmon.  Of  course 
the  object  of  the  proposal,  which  perhaps  is  not  so 
well  understood  as  it  might  be,  is  to  prevent 
salmon  being  snatched  when  they  congregate,  as 
they  necessarily  do,  in  low  water,  below  obstruc- 
tions of  various  kinds.  By  the  clause  as  drawn,  if  a 
few  salmon  ascended  the  Thames  some  spring  day 
the  Conservators  could  at  once  prohibit  angling  of 
any  kind  in  Thames  weir  pools.  This,  of  course,  is 
unlikely,  but  we  put  it  as  an  extreme  case  to  show 
the  need  for  the  most  careful  drafting  of  a  clause 
of  this  very  sweeping  description.'- — Field. 


THE  ENEMIES  OF  THE  FISH. 

The  fish — no  matter  what  breed  or  size — have 
more  dangers  to  run  through  than  any  other  in- 
habitant of  nature.  Its  life  is  always  beset  with 
dangers  of  some  kind,  and  thus  the  most  valuable 
and  more  gamy  of  the  fish  have  learned  to  be  wary. 
They  are  in  fear  of  all,  from  the  minute  insect  to  the 
man,  and  I  don't  blame  them  for  being  so  of  the 
latter.  Many  men  have  no  judgment  when  fishing, 
so  their  enthusiasm  runs  away  with  them,  and  they 
are  called  by  the  infamous  name  of  the  game  hog. 
Every  section  is  blessed  with  them.  Next  in  line 
are  the  winged  people  of  the  air,  and  nearly  all  do  a 
bit  of  poaching  to  a  certain  extent,    Also  there  are 


the  various  land  animals,  snakes,  and  injurious 
insects;  many  fish  eat  of  their  own  breed.  I  will 
give  a  few  brief  facts  about  some  of  the  destroyers 
that  one  can  find  near  home, 

Man.' 

First  on  my  list  is  man.  Nothing  will  ruin  a 
stream  as  quick  as  a  man.  Think  of  the  various 
ways  the  poacher  uses.  The  net,  the  spear,  the 
dynamite,  the  dams,  and  heaven  only  knows  how 
many  more  ways.  How  long  do  the  fish  last  with 
such  an  array  of  weapons.  In  many  parts  of  our 
country  the  pubUc  are  downing  the  breakers  of  the 
laws,  while  in  other  parts  the  game  hogs  rule  all. 
The  only  way  is  to  fish  with  the  single  hook,  and  I 
should  think  a  man  would  feel  prouder  to  look 
upon  a  fish  he  caught  with  the  single  hook  after  a 
long  hard  fight  than  to  look  upon  one  he  hooked 
with  so  many  hooks  that  it  came  in  hke  a  water- 
logged stick. 

Injurious  Insects. 
The  next  destroyers  are  the  injurious  insects. 
We  do  not  notice  what  injury  the  insects  do  to  the 
fish  as  quickly  as  with  the  birds  or  animals.  It  is 
much  greater  than  one  would  suppose,  however. 
Several  kinds  of  water  beetles  destroy  fry  in  great 
numbers.  The  larvae  of  the  Dragon  FUes  and  the 
great  water  beetles  are  well-known  enemies  of  the 
fish.  The  eggs  of  the  fish  are  bored  into,  fish 
several  inches  long  are  eaten,  and  large  fish  have 
holes  bored  into  them.  The  water  bug  is  also 
injurious  to  the  place  where  the  trout  abide.  If  you 
knew  the  amount  of  cruel  work  done  to  the  fish  of 
all  kinds  by  the  insects  there  would  be  a  general 
uprising  to  save  them.    But  we  don't. 

Bears. 

Next  come  the  bears.  It  may  seem  ridiculous  to 
write  that  bears  destroy  the  fish.  They  do,  and 
dehght  in  it.  The  fish  is  next  to  honey  and 
berries  to  the  bear.  Many  a  man  has  come  upon  a 
bear  stretched  out  upon  a  log  that  hung  over  the 
brook,  where  with  one  sweep  of  his  paw  he  brings 
up  a  dripping  trout.  When  the  salmon  run  up  the 
river  the  bears  come  down  from  the  hills  to  collect 
on  shore,  then  rush  into  the  midst  of  the  panic- 
stricken  salmon,  catch  one,  and  rush  out  to  devour 
the  fish.  The  bear  is  a  true  angler  in  some  ways — 
that  is,  he  will  wait  on  a  log  a  long  time  for  a  fish  to 
pass  the  log.  When  the  fish  are  extremely  plentiful 
the  bear  will  fill  himself  up  to  the  neck  and  go  to  a 
deep  sleep  in  some  secluded  glen. 

Owls  Kill  Fish. 
We  will  leave  the  bear  to  his  sleep,  and  see  that 
the  next  enemy  is  the  barred  owl.  Several  years 
ago  a  barred  owl  was  caught  at  a  state  hatchery  in 
Pennsylvania  that  had  caught  a  large  trout.  I 
never  knew  this  bird  to  catch  fish,  but  thought  it 
contented  itself  with  fish  food.  It  had  been  seen 
securing  fish  by  a  quick  movement  of  the  foot 
while  sitting  close  to  the  edge  of  the  water.  Various 
other  owls  sometimes  cause  a  bit  of  trouble. 

Fish. 

We  will  pass  on  to  the  fish  themselves.  The 
fish  has  an  enemy  in  itself.  A  pickerel  will  cause 
havoc  in  a  school  of  shiners,  and  a  slow  sucker  will 
destroy  a  nest  of  trout  eggs  in  no  time.  Many 
of  the  fish  we  catch  are  scarred  in  a  frightful 
maimer,  and  this  is  done  I  suppose  by  duels  under 
water.  Many  of  our  fish  are  cannibals  in  the  first 
degree — thus  a  trout  pond  stocked  with  bass  will 
soon  be  full  of  bass  and  no  more  trout.  That  a 
fish  will  eat  a  fish  is  true,  and  we  let  the  matter  drop. 

The  Mink  and  Otter. 
We  now  come  to  the  mink  and  otter,  foes  of  the 
fish  and  birds,  long  sought  for  by  the  trappers,  and 
friend  of  the  ladies.  Both  are  well-kno\\'n  animals 
to  all.  They  love  to  five  where  there  is  fish,  and 
make  the  angler  wish  they  were  never  made,  for  a 
number  of  them  will  devastate  a  water  in  no  time. 
The  otter  will  go  into  the  water  for  a  fish,  while  the 
mink  is  a  watchful  animal. 

Birds. 

I  will  not  say  any  more  about  these  two  animals, 
but  pass  on  to  the  night  heron.  It  is  found  in 
large  numbers  in  many  sections,  and  is  a  serious 
bird  to  have  around  where  the  fishing  is  good.  It 
stands  perfectly  motionless  in  the  water  until  a  fish 
comes  within  reach,  when  it  strikes  with  its  long 
sharp  bill,  that  kills  a  fish  of  any  kind.  The  heron 
is  very  shy  and  cautious  in  showing  itself,  fishing 
early  in  the  morning  or  in  the  night.  AVhen  opened 
a  mess  of  fish  has  been  found  in  the  stomach  that 
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S.  ALLGOOK  &  CO.,  Limited, 

Telegraph:  "ALLCOCK.  REDDITCH."  "W'm  -w— ■  -M-^^-^  ■  ■  ■  m^m  ■  ■         ^  TirrrrkT  i-<n  i  t  i-i    ^,tt  -.r  ^ 


Telephone :  No.  2  REDDITCH. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Tackle,  Hooks,  &c.,  in  the  World. 


Branch  Houses — 
PARIS: 

171  bis,  Rue  de  Charanton. 


TRADE  MARK. 

CANADA :  TORONTO. 

Gut  Factory: 
M0KCIA,  SPAIN. 


GRAND  PRK 

PARIS 


Wholesale  Agents 
Ix  ALL  THE  Principal  Towns 
IN  Europe  amd  America. 

VIENNA: 

M.  Ctto  Noot,  111,  Heumarkt 
Lagergasse,  2. 


TRADE  MARK, 


Brussels,  1S97  EXPOSITION  UNIYERSELLE  1900  Brussels,  1897 

GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  TWENTY-TWO  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 


MELBOURNE: 

Mr.  J.  D.  Wragg,  Cochrane 
•—  Strejt,  Elestemw  ck. 


THE  "BADEN-POWELL"  PATTERNS  SALMON  FLIES,  on  single  and  double  hooks;  none  genuine 
without  Baden-Powell's  signature. 

THE  ALUMINIUM  "AERIAL"  REEL,  with  line  guard  and  deep  flange. 

THE  "STANDARD"  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES,  dressed  on  the  "Model  Perfect"  Hooks. 

For   SALMON    GRILSE     TROUT  and  GRAYLING. 

THE  "HERCULES"  GUT  CASTS 

ARE  THE  STRONGEST  AND  BEST. 

They  will  Last  at  least  Three  Times  Longer  than  any  other. 

THE  "ALLCOCK"  AERIAL  SPLIT  CANE  TROUT  RODS,  very  light,  from  8  ft.  to  10  ft.,  can 

be  finished  either  in  the  natural  colour  of  the  cane,  or  stained  green,  suction  joints. 

THE  "  STANDARD"  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS,  made  in  split  cane  and  greenheart,  with 
or  without  steel  centre. 

THE  "TEST"  GREENHEART  FLY   ROD.    A  Perfect  Eod. 
THE  "BADEN=POWELL"  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS. 

PATENT  EYED  FLY  BOXES;  SALMON  FLY  BOXES;  CAST  BOXES;  AND  CASES. 

THE "STANDARD" 
WATERPROOF 


"STANDARD"  MAY  FLY. 


SILK  LINES. 

Level,  Single  and  Double 
Tapered. 


THE  "HERCULES' 
WATERPROOF 
SILK  LINE. 

Extra  Quality. 


Salmon  and  Trout 
Heels  in  Brass,  Gun- 
metal,  and  Ebonite 
and  Gun-metal. 


THE  IMPROVED 
"MOSGROP"  REEL 


"STANDARD"  MAY  FLY. 


THE  "AERIAL"  REEL 

The  Lightest  Reel  made. 


ALUMINIUM  "AERIAL"  REEL, 

with  Line  Guard  and  Deep  Flange,  4  and  4^  inches. 

THE   "HERCULES"  OUT  CASTS,  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

RING=MOUNTED  DEVON   BAITS.  BEST  SILK  PHANTOM  BAITS. 

SOLESKIN   PHANTOM  BAITS.  THE  "STANDARD"  QUILL  MINNOW. 

SALMON   AND  TROUT  FLY-BOOKS,  in  Hide,  Pigskin,  and  Real  Russia. 


STANDARD"  SALMON 
FLY. 


PLATT'S  PATENT  BASKET,  WITH  TRAY 
SEA  LINES  MOUNTED. 


"STANDARD"  SALMON 
FLY. 
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would  astonish  one  with  the  amount  the  bird  can 
hold.  Sometimes  they  strike  a  fish  that  is  too 
large  for  them,  and  there  is  a  general  mix-up,  in 
which  the  fish  comes  out  best  with  many  scars. 
When  a  heron  is  captured  kill  it  at  once,  but  keep 
out  of  reach  of  its  bill.  They  may  be  caught  in 
traps  (steel  ones)  set  in  shallow  water,  but  take 
precaution  to  tie  the  trap  so  they  will  not  fly  off, 
trap  and  all.  Also  the  bittern  and  the  small  green 
heron  are  destroyers  of  fish. 

Next  on  my  Ust  are  the  ducks  and  grebes.  Wild 
ducks  of  some  species  are  very  troublesome,  eating 
the  natural  food  of  the  fish.  Domestic  ducks  as 
well  destroy  fish,  and  should  never  be  allowed  on 
any  trout  water.  The  horned  grebe  lives  almost 
upon  fish,  are  very  cautious  and  sly  in  their  move- 
ments, and  very  hard  to  shoot.  Their  eggs  are  of 
a  greenish  colour.  The  other,  known  as  hell  divers, 
feed  upon  frogs,  insects,  fish,  also  beetles  and 
water  plants.  They  nest  in  streams,  lakes,  and 
ponds  around  reeds  and  rushes,  are  distributed  well 
over  the  world,  and  are  known  to  be  very  destruc- 
tive to  fish. 

Now  we  come  to  the  loon.  They  are  very  bad 
in  regard  to  fish,  and  are  dangerous  to  handle  on 
account  of  strength  and  sharpness  of  their  bill  and 
bad  disposition.  These  birds  in  many  parts  of  the 
country  live  chiefly  on  fish. 

Next  is  the  fish  hawk,  usually  solitary  in  spring 
and  fall  They  sometipies  hunt  in  pairs,  but  will 
not  stay  long  in  one  place  when  disturbed.  They 
are  found  along  sea  coasts  and  up  our  large  rivers 
and  over  our  inland  waters.  The  stomachs  of  some 
have  been  opened  and  nothing  found  but  fish. 
When  attacked  it  will  drop  its  fish  rather  than  fight 
for  it. 

The  American  Bald  Eagle. 
Nearing  the  end  we  come  to  the  bald  eagle.  The 
eagle  is  not  plentiful  in  New  England.  Although 
our  national  bird,  he  is  a  thief,  and  rarely  misses 
a  chance  to  rob  a  fish  hawk  when  he  can^  Some 
say  the  bald  eagle  does  not  fish.  He  has  been  seen 
wading  in  brooks,  striking  here  and  there  with  his 
beak.    Is  that  not  fishing  ? 

I:  The  last  on  my  hst  is  the  kingfisher.  This  bird 
can  be  trapped.  The  clattering  notes  of  this  bird 
are  heard  from  early  spring  to  the  cold  weather. 
He  takes  more  fish  than  the  average  angler,  and  is 
never  satisfied— always  on  the  look-out,  and  ever 
ready  for  a  plunge  after  his  prey.  A  number  of 
birds  will  take  all  the  half-size  fish  there  is  in  the 
pond.  It  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  persistent 
enemies  of  the  fish,  and  is  too  abundant  for  the 
good  of  the  fishing.— Edwin  C.  Hobson  in  Shooting 
and  Fishing. 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  Hi  0.:  OuTCLrPFH,  F.R.aSi 


{Continued  from  page  371.) 
OH  AFTER  Y  I.—continuedi 
Having  summarily  discussed  all  soft  flies  and 
grasshoppers,  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the 
fern  web  and  cow-dung  beetle.  I  shall  classify 
them  together,  as  the  mode  of  using  them  is  pre- 
cisely similar.  I  know  but  of  one  difference,  and 
that  is,  that  the  fern  web  is  a  softer  and  more 
delicate  bait— more  easily  whisked  off  than  the 
beetle,  and  consequently  requires  more  care  in  its 
usage  ;  in  this  respect  being  an  intermediate  step 
between  the  soft  down-hill  fly  and  the  hard-cased 
beetle.  The  fern  web  I  need  scarcely  pause  to 
describe ;  everybody  knows  the  little  insect, 
which,  at  the  end  of  May  and  through  June  and 
July,  may  be  found  on  the  ferns  ;  but  the  cow- 
dung  beetle  is  by  no  means  so  generally  known  ; 
its  name  bespeaks  something  disagreeable— and 
you  need  a  boy  to  collect  them  for  you.  Thev 
soon  cleanse  themselves  if  put  into  a  tin  in  good 
numbers  by  rubbing  agamst  one  another.  The 
beetles  are  a  httle  larger  than  fern  webs  ;  have 
their  wing  cases  perfectly  black  and  shining, 
dense  and  strong,  and  are  thicker  set,  shorter  and 
broader  in  figure  than  the  fern  web  ;  their  bellies 

•  Frorn  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams:  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Maraton  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  Sa.  6d.,  post  free. 


and  imder  surface  beneath  the  wing  and  covers 
are  perfectly  black ;  they  are  found  in  recent 
cow-dung— that  of  about  two  to  four  days'  expo- 
sure, usually  lying  beneath  the  dung  on  the  ground, 
though  often  in  the  dung  itself.  Another  beetle, 
something  resembling  it,  is  also  foimd  in  the  same 
dung;  usually  they  are  together— but  this  other 
beetle  must  be  carefully  discarded  ;  he  may  be 
known  by  his  being  less  dense  and  black  iri  the 
cases  of  his  wings,  by  his  greater  length  of  body, 
by  hi?  belly  being  reddish,  and  the  "parts  under 
the  wing  light-coloured.  I  have  always  con- 
sidered him  a  nuisance,  as  the  boys  who  collect 
these  beetles  for  me  are  constantly  making  mis- 
takes, and  putting  the  wrong  ones  into  the  tin. 
When  you  get  them  on  your  hook,  or  rather  into 
the  water,  they  look  light-coloured,  ahnost  white 
— are  so  soft  that  their  bodies  break  up,  and  they 
seem  to  be  frightful  rather  than  enticing  to  the 
trout.  The  most  simple  mode  of  carrying  the 
cow-dung  beetle  I  have  found  to  be  in  a  common 
half-pound  gunpowder  tin,  the  sides  of  which  I 
perforate  with  a  number  of  small  holes.  They 
will  five  for  many  days,  but  should,  if  kept,  be 
shaken  out  or  put  in  some  larger  case,  where  they 
can  get  more  air  than  they  possibly  can  obtain  when 
huddled  together  in  a  small  space.  Fern  webs  are 
difficult  to  keep  aUve  any  length  of  time  :  the  best 
way  of  keeping  them  is  to  put  ^em  into  a  large 
open  case  with  plenty  of  fresh  green  fern  leaves, 
or  leaves  from  nut  bushes,  frequently  renewed, 
and  cover  them  with  a  well-perforated  tin  plate. 
When  dead  neither  of  these  insects  are  useful,  as 
the  head  separates,  on  the  least  tou,ch,  from  the 
body. 

The  rod  I  use  for  these  baits  is  the  same  I  recom- 
mend for  artificial  fly-fishing  in  the  Bray  and 
similar  streams.  It  may  be  a  degree  or  so  stiffer 
and  stronger,  as  it  will  have  rough  work  to  do, 
which  a  very  dehcate  rod  will  not  stand.  The 
collar  should  be  strong,  and  not  shorter  than  six 
Hnks  of  gut.  The  hook  which  is  best  adapted 
for  these  beetles  is  a  Limerick,  because,  from  its 
peculiar  bend,  the  beetles  he  on  the  shank  of  the 
hook,  thereby  not  encroaching  on  the  bend  nor 
preventing  the  hook  burying  itself  deeply  in  the 
trout's  mouth  when  you  strike ;  moreover,  the 
shank  being  tapered  off  towards  its  extremity, 
allows  the  beetles  freely  to  run  up  the  gut  when 
you  strike,  and  come  down  on  the  hook  again 
afterwards  to  their  proper  place,  without  tearing 
or  breaking  them.  The  best  size  for  the  hook  is 
that  which  would  correspond  to  a  No.  9  or  10 
Adhngton.  This  seems,  at  first  sight,  a  monstrous 
one,  and  very  clumsy,  and  so  it  is  ;  and,  moreover, 
I  may  here  tell  you  the  whole  style  is  clumsy ;  it 
is  nevertheless  terribly  destructive. 

It  is  well  to  carry  in  your  pocket  a  little  silk  on 
which  cobblers'  wax  has  been  rubbed,  as  the  hard 
cases  of  the  beetles  fret  the  silk  so  powerfully  that 
a  few  hours'  fishing  will  make  the  warping  of  the 
hook  come  undone,  and  you  will,  perhaps,  go  on 
with  an  unsafe  hook  till  you  get  hold  of  a  good  large 
trout,  when  assuredly  the  gut  will  shp  out,  and 
your  fish  be  lost.  This  has  occurred  to  me  more 
than  once.  A  good  way  of  spbcing  on  the  hook 
is  to  end  towards  the  extremities  of  the  shank 
with  eight  or  ten  half-hitches,  so  that  no  sudden 
undoing  of  the  silk  can  occur  ;  and  at  the  first 
warning  of  any  of  the  hitches  being  loose  or  undone, 
and  the  end  of  the  silk  projecting,  you  should  at 
once  either  respHce  the  same  hook,  or  put  on 
another  already  spUced  to  a  Hnk  of  gut ;  and  this 
caution,  trivial  though  it  may  appear,  should  be 
remembered  in  all  kinds  of  fishing  with  natural 
baits. 

The  way  in  which  the  fern  web  or  beetle  is  to 
be  put  on  the  hpok  is  simple  enough.  Hold  one  of 
them  between  the  fore-finger  and  thumb  of  your 
left  hand,  with  his  belly  towards  you,  and  his  head 
uppermost.  Look  over  and  behind  his  head,  and 
in  this  position  you  will  see  a  triangular-shaped 
piece  of  his  case,  which  is  situated  below  the  head 
and  above  his  wing  cases  ;  through  the  centre  of 
this  pass  the  point  of  the  hook,  carry  it  down  the 
body  and  bring  it  out  at  the  very  bottom  of  his 
belly,  thus  almost  entirely  transfixing  him  from 
head  to  tail ;  pass  him  now  up  the  shank  of  the 
hook,  out  of  your  way,  till  you  have  similarly 
treated  a  second  ;  bring  this  last  one  fairly  on  the 
shank  of  the  hook,  leaving  the  bend  free.  Now, 
of  both,  with  your  finger,  raise  forcibly  the  wing 
cases  ;  blow  under  them,  and  the  wings  will  become 
extended,  and  must  be  made  to  remain  so ;  you 
will  now  have  two  beetles  on  the  shank  of  a  large 


hook,  whose  entire  bend  is  free  and  uncovered,  and 
these  beetles  so  placed  that  the  heads  of  both  are 
upwards,  and  the  tail  of  the  upper  one  in  contact 
with  the  head  of  the  lower  one.  And  truly  a  great 
ugly-looking  bait  it  is,  and  enough  to  frighten 
away  all  the  trout  in  any  river,  you  will  say,  when 
you  first  see  it. 

Sometimes,  when  fern  webs  or  beetles  are  scarce, 
and  economy  is  necessary,  I  have  used  a  small 
hook,  about  No.  6  of  Adhngton's,  and  put  on  only 
one  beetle  or  fern  web  ;  and  on  the  whole,  perhaps, 
it  is  a  matter  of  no  very  great  importance  whether 
you  use  one  with  a  small  or  two  with  a  big  hook. 
I  prefer  the  large  hook  and  two  beetles,  because 
one  has  less  bother  in  constantly  putting  on  fresh 
beetles  ;  for  one  may,  when  one  has  two  hn,  in 
kilUng  a  trout,  perhaps  lose  the  body  of  one  beetle  ; 
in  this  case  I  work  away  with  one  complete  one, 
and  the  head  only  of  another  ;  indeed,  these  heads 
go  on  increasmg,  and  I  have  often  counted  no  less 
than  six  on  my  hook  at  one  time.  A  good  big 
bunch  seems  rather  the  more  attractive  r  again, 
the  big  hook  gives  one  much  advantage  in  hooking 
one's  fish.  I  will  push  this  no  further ;  make 
trial  for  yourself  ;  but,  reader,  beware  of  being  led 
away  by  any  primitive  ideas  about  the  splash  and 
coarseness,  the  frightening  the  trout,  and  the  old 
dapping  story.  Take  my  word  for  it,  'tis  all 
humbug  !  I  told  you  that  m  dapping  with  the 
natural  fly,  you  were  restricted  to  one  principle  only, 
and  that  deception.  The  principal  restriction  to 
the  fern  web  and  beetle  is  the  pecuhar  uncertamty 
of  the  trout  taking  them.  I  have  failed  to  accoimt 
to  myseK  for  this  ;  but  sure  is  it,  that  the  trout  will 
do  one  of  two  things  with  regard  to  the  taking 
the  fern  web  and  beetle— either  gorge  them 
greedily ;  splash,  dash,  throw  it  in  as  you  will,  or 
when  you  will,  and  they  are  at  it,  and  before  you 
can  even  strike  have  swallowed  it  deeply :  or  they 
will  not  have  them  at  any  price  ;  do  what  you  will, 
be  as  artful  as  you  can,  'tis  no  go.  Master  Trout 
will  not  look  at  them  ;  and  you  will  sadly  waste 
time  if  you  persist  in  working  with  them  under 
such  circumstances.  I  have  so  often  convinced 
myself  of  the  capricious  nature  of  the  trout  with 
respect  to  the  beetle  or  fern  web,  that  I  must 
strongly  impress  it  on  the  mind  of  any  one  begin- 
ning this  kind  of  fishing,  otherwise  much  disap- 
pointment will  result,  and,  perhaps,  the  real  value 
of  the  bait  never  be  understood,  because  the  first 
few  times  it  may  be  tried  it  may  be  found  not  to 
be  kilhng  ;  from  which  it  will  be  inferred,  after  too 
Umited  an  experience,  that  it  is  not  a  good  bait,  and 
that  I  have  overrated  its  kiUing  powers. 

(To  ie  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remabks.  —  The  river  ii 
still  in  good  order,  but  sport  with  trout  has  been 
poor.  Not  a  single  fish  has  been  caught  since  the 
opening  of  the  season  from  Molesey  downwards. 
Two  fish  of  about  61b.  each  have  been  taken  in  the 
upper  reaches.  There  has  been  a  larger  show  of 
May  Flies  on  the  Thames  than  has  been  known  for 
years;  on  the  River  Mole  they  have  been  quite 
numerous.  There  is  still  a  large  volume  of  water 
in  the  Thames,  which  should  induce  trout  fishermen 
to  continue  then-  work,  even  after  the  coarse  fishing 
season  has  opened.  There  should  be  good  fishing  at 
the  weirs,  and  the  barbel  fishing  is  likely  to  be 
greatly  improved. — F.  H,  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — Sport  has  been  quiet  here  during 

the  past  week,  although  a  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out.  The  river  is  in  good  condition  just  now, 
but  the  cold  snap  will  no  doubt  keep  the  fish  from 
moving.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  took  a  splendid  trout  of 
101b.  2oz.  while  spinning  at  Sonning  on  Atay  29  ; 
also  another  of  31b.,  which  he  returned.  I  have  no 
doubt  this  fine  specimen  will  be  the  best  fish  of  the 
season. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Teddingion  Weir).  —  Fishing  with  Mr. 

Senior  on  Wednesday  (June  3)  I  got  a  trout  of 
3Jlb.  There  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  barbel 
season;  plenty  of  fish  have  been  showing  at  the 
weir. — W.  McBride. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloncestershire). — Once  again 
the  May  Flies  aie  sailing  down  our  beautiful  stream, 
and  a  good  number  of  enthusiastic  anglers,  old  and 
young,  have  embraced  the  opportunity  of  filling 
their  creels  with  heavy  trout,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
say  they  were  not  disappointed,  and  the  Coin  still 


i 


June  6,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


887 


CONTENTS. 

N.B. — All  rights  reserved  m  articles  published  in 


this  paper. 

Occasional  Notes    381 

Cassell's  Book  of  Sports  and  Pastimes    382 

The  "  Opening  "  Day    382 

The  Weather  in  Norway    383 

Reports  re  Rivers  in  Norway,  1903    383 

Inexpensive  Salmon  and  Sea-trout  Angling  ...  383 
"  United  Fishery  Interests "   and  the  New 

Salmon  Bill   383 

The  Enemies  of  the  Fish    384 

Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams    386 

Northern  Anglers' Association    391 

Blenheim  Angling  Society    391 


keeps  up  its  reputation  as  being  one  of  the  best 
rivers  in  England  for  sporting  fish.  Whit  Monday 
was  a  perfect  day,  more  than  twenty  brace 
wore  killed  ;  Tuesday  turned  cold  towards  evening, 
although  Mr.  Rogers  took  2^  brace,  one  scaling 
lib.  14oz.;  this  is  the  heavest  trout  taken  up  to 
now.  Other  catches  have  been  too  numerous  to 
enumerate,  including  several  limit  baskets.  The 
Dudgrove  length  has  produced  some  splendid  trout 
this  season,  the  fly  comes  up  a  week  earlier  than  at 
Fail-ford.  At  Bibury  they  are  doing  well,  a  better 
rise  of  fly  than  formerly.  On  the  Leach  excellent 
sport  has  been  met  with  and  they  are  still  going 
strong.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  a  May  Fly  Buzz 
with  plenty  of  red  in  it. — Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams.  —  The  Camel  is  capitally 
stocked  with  trout  this  year,  baskets  of  thirty  and 
forty  being  not  uncommon.  A  trout  of  21b.  was 
taken  dm-ing  the  week  Lq  the  same  river.  So  far 
peal  are  scarce,  but  one  of  5Jlb.  was  taken  on 
Saturday  by  Williams,  a  septuagenarian  fisher. 
The  rivers  are  in  fair  condition,  thanks  to  the  occa- 
sional thunder  showers,  but  a  continuance  of  this 
hot  weather  will  soon  reduce  them.  Anglers  on  the 
Tamar  appear  to  be  doing  fairly  well. — Bodmin. 

Darenth. — The  water  has  been  a  little  coloured 
but  not  high,  and  the  trout  are  in  capital  condition, 
and  seem  fairly  plentiful  on  some  stretches  near 
Farningham-road  Station.  May  Fly  had  not  been 
showing  much  when  I  was  there  on  Saturday. — 
J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  lovely  Whit- 
suntide weather  has  brought  forth  many  anglers, 
and  a  goodly  number  were  casting  the  line  on  Whit- 
Monday.  Sport,  however,  can  only  be  said  to  be 
fair.  On  Thursday  (May  28)  Mr.  E  Distin  had  a 
good  Ijasket  of  twenty-one,  whilst  Mr.  M.  Revell 
had  twelve,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  half-a-dozen. 
On  Monday  (June  1),  Mr.  M.  Revell  creeled  nine, 
Mr.  E.  Distin  twenty-  two,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Tullit 
hooked  a  truff  weighing  4Jlb.  At  Staverton  some 
good  takes  have  been  secured  by  Mr.  H.  Searle, 
whilst  Mr.  Beckles  landed  a  10 Jib.  salmon.  There 
is  a  large  number  of  salmon  in  the  river,  more 
than  has  been  known  for  many  years.  Mr.  .J. 
Edmonds  on  Friday  (May  29),  fishing  with  a  minnow 
at  Staverton,  had  two  fine  fish,  weighing  91b.  and 
101b.  respectively.  A  large  number,  too,  have  been 
accounted  for  by  the  net  fishermen.  Mr.  Skinner 
had  three  dozen  trout  on  the  moorland  streams  one 
day  last  week. — Devoniak. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
lengths). — Anglers  in  this  neighbourhood  have  had 
the  wind  and  weather  most  contrary.  The  wind 
in  the  east  or  north-east,  with  a  cold  wet  spring ; 
as  a  consequence  very  few  fish  have  been  taken.  It  is 
only  during  the  last  week  that  matters  have  im- 
proved and  any  fly  been  on  the  water.  Amongst 
the  successful  anglers  latterly  are  Capt.  Cragg  and 
his  son  Lieut.  Cragg,  Mr.  Pulford,  Colonel  Oldfield, 
Rev.  Oldham,  Rev.  Barnard,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr. 
Thurlow,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Duprey,  and  Mr.  Pope. 
The  weather  is  much  more  genial  from  an  angler's 
point  of  view,  and  if  it  will  continue  so  the  pros- 
pects of  the  May  Fly  are  very  good.  The  fish  are 
now  in  nice  condition.  Since  writing  the  above 
(May  30)  Mr.  Pope,  of  Fakenham,  on  Whit  Monday 
evening  got  two  brace.  On  Tuesday  Messrs.  Burgess 
got  two  and  a  half  brace  with  the  artificial  May  Fly, 
although  the  few  May  Flies  now  appearing  are  not 
yet  being  taken. — Wm.  Evans. 

Esk  (Whitby).  —  Very  little  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  this  river  during  the  holidays.  This 
water  is  much  too  low  for  successful  angling.  Mr. 
A.  Duck,  whilst  fishing  in  the  tideway  at  Ruswarp 
grassed  five  and  a  half  brace  of  nice  trout.  A  good 
fall  of  rain  would  much  improve  matters.  —  J. 
Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Salmon  fishing  has 
been  fairly  good  during  the  last  week  on  one  or  two 
days,  but  the  river  is  getting  low  and  very  clear, 
find  only  in  the  deep  weir  pools  and  pits  are  gatches 


made  early  morning  and  late  evening  with  flies  and 
prawns.  Some  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  main 
river.  Culm,  and  Greedy.  Good  takes  of  eels  have 
been  made  with  lobworms  and  dead  minnows. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs  and  Cambs).— 
The  holidays  have  been  productive  of  good  sport 
among  the  trout.  Many  of  the  strictly  preserved 
waters  have  been  visited  and  very  fair  takes  have 
been  the  result.  A  curious  tale  is  prevalent  about 
the  poisoning  of  the  Ouse  Beck,  a  small  stream 
which  runs  through  Billingborough  and  Folkingham. 
The  rivulet  is  a  tributary  of  the  Forty-foot,  and  is 
strictly  preserved  by  the  Black  Sluice  Commis- 
sioners. The  other  day  it  was  noticed  that  hundreds 
of  fish  were  dead  in  the  water,  and  among  them 
were  numbers  of  splendid  eels  weighing  up  to  21b. 
each.  The  trout  waters  are  believed  to  be  affected, 
but  it  has  scarcely  got  so  far  as  the  Forty-foot.  The 
cause  of  it  is  believed  to  be  the  escape  of  some  refuse 
from  the  gas  works  at  Folkingham,  which  are  being 
demolished. — Limpet. 

Ztchen  (Winchester).  —  From  a  fisherman's 
point  of  view  an  altogether  disappointing  time. 
Weather  from  tropical  to  winter.  Spinners  show- 
ing very  well  in  the  meadows,  and  just  before  sun- 
set on  the  water  the  fish  took  very  well,  especially 
of  the  pale  watery  kind.  Nine-tenths  of  the  fisher- 
men of  to-day  would  say  Jenny  Spinner,  but  it  is 
not  the  Iron  Blue  female  or  male,  even  as  under- 
stood by  the  generality  of  anglers  to-day.  There 
are  both  male  and  female  spinners  of  the  Iron  Blue 
(so  called),  and  there  are  other  spinners  that  have 
never  been  noticed  or  named  even.  There  were  a 
few  Jenny  Spinners  which  the  fish  took  well.  May 
29, — Southerly  wind,  hot  and  thundery.  May  Fly 
just  showing  ;  fish  had  not  yet  recognised  their  old 
friend.  They  took  larva  even,  and  played  the  fool 
generally  at  so  fat  a  morsel.  May  30.— Wind 
northerly  to  east.  May  Fly  well  up  from  three  to 
six  o'clock,  and  fish  beginning  to  take  it.  No  rise 
to  Spinners  in  the  evening.  June  1. — N.  and  N.W. 
wind,  very  diificult  casting,  good  rise  of  May  Fly, 
best  about  four  o'clock,  and  fish  took  it  freely. 
June  2. — Very  strong  northerly  wind.  The  May 
Fly  rise  was  later,  and  not  as  heavy  as  on  previous 
days.  The  wind  blew  the  fly  off  the  water  con- 
stantly, but  fish  took  well.  So  far,  the  May  Fly 
has  been  quite  on  an  equal  of  previous  years, 
perhaps  better  than  in  recent  years,  and  at  the 
time  of  writing  fish  have  settled  down  to  the 
business  of  feeding  on  it.  Good  baskets  have  been 
had.  Very  curious  in  the  strong  north  wind  on 
June  2  there  was  a  very  heavy  rise  of  Olive  Dun 
and  a  few  Iron  Blue.  The  evenings  have  been 
disappointing  on  account  of  the  winds.  June  3. — 
Winter  again. — Pale  Watery  Olive. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). —Bright  warm 
weather,  with  occasional  bursts  of  thunderstorms, 
has  prevailed  during  the  past  week.  On  the  whole, 
although  the  conditions  have  been  decidedly  vm- 
fayourable,  the  fisMng  has  been  fair.  Small  flies 
still  hold  their  own.  Large  ones  are  practically 
useless.  On  May  27,  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett  killed  nine 
fish,  51b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Falkner  and  Dr.  Noel  Falkaer, 
nine  fish,  51b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Moseley,  five  fish,  81b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  Jackson,  six  fish,  41b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Crowther,  six 
fish,  31b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Chance,  three  fish,  21b.  ;  and 
Mr.  Davison,  two,  lib.  5oz.  On  the  28th,  Mr. 
Falkner  and  Mr.  Noel  Falkner  killed  nine,  51b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Chance,  six,  31b.  15oz.  ;  Mr.  Moseley,  six,  31b. 
14oz. ;  Mr.  Jackson,  seven,  41b.  14oz. ;  Messrs. 
Davison,  Lingham,  Garnett,  and  Batt,  two 
each.  On  May  29,  Mr.  Jackson  killed  four 
fish  (21b.  8oz.),  and  Messrs.  Allen,  Garnett,  Moseley, 
Henderson,  and  Davison  two  each.  On  the  30th 
Messrs.  Holmes,  Henderson,  and  Cooper  killed  two 
each;  Miss  Stobart  had  two;  and  Messrs.  Batt, 
Evans,  and  Jackson  one  each.  On  June  1,  Mr. 
Holmes  killed  five  fish.  21b.  9oz.,  Mr.  A.  L.  Gar- 
nett, five,  31b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Davison,  three,  21b.  8oz. ; 
Messrs.  Henderson  and  Evans  two  each;  Miss 
Stobart  two,  lib.  8oz.  ;  Messrs.  Allen,  Cooper,  and 
Jackson  one  each.  On  the  2nd,  Mr.  Jackson  killed 
eight,  41b.  Uoz.  ;  Mr.  Holmes,  six,  31b.  5oz.  ;  Miss 
Stobart,  five,  31b.  5dz.  ;  Mr.  Miller,  five  ;  Mr.  Allen, 
two;  and  Messrs.  Henderson  and  Cooper  one 
each.  Fish  are  splendid,  and  prospects  good. — 
Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — A  few  May  Flies  have 
been  seen,  but  there  has  been  no  general  rise,  at 
least  not  on  the  public  waters.  On  Mav  3 1  an 
angler  hooked  a  good  trout  at  Hertford,  but  failed 
to  land  it.  Several  trout  from  IJlb.  to  3^1b.  have 
been  taken  on  the  Beane,  the  best  fish  coming  from 
private  waters.  It  is  reported  that  on  Saturday 
the  river  was  in  a  very  polluted  condition  in  the 
Rye  House  district,  and  that  hundreds  of  fine  fish 
were  turned  up,  many  dying.  Inquiries  are  being 
made  as  to  the  cause  of  the  alleged  pollution. 
Every  time  pollution  takes  place  people  are 
astonished  at  the  number  of  fish  to  be  seen  on  the 
top  of  the  water,    What  a  grand  angling  river  the 


Lea  would  be  if  it  only  had  a  stream  !— Izaak 
Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  arc  now  running  slightly  stained  and  rather 
on  the  high  side.  The  fish  are  beginning  to  move 
at  May  Fly,  and  a  fair  number  of  flies  are  up.  Good 
sport  has  been  had  in  both  streams  this  week,  and 
the  prospects  for  next  week  are  good. — Gwvnnk. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  capital  condition.  After  a  day  or  two 
mincing  the  trout  on  Tuesday,  June  2,  settled  on  to 
the  May  Fly  in  earnest,  with  the  result  that  some 
very  fair  baskets  were  made.  The  natural  fly  is  not 
too  plentiful,  yet  sufficient  to  keep  the  trout  on  the 
move  for  them.  As  a  rule  the  insect  is  larger  and 
plumper  T  think  than  usual.  Other  good  flies  are 
Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Hawthorn  and 
Hare's  Ear,  by  day,  and  Female  Yellow  Dun,  Caddis, 
Grey  and  Red  Spinners,  Brown  and  Dark  Owls,  and 
Coachman  for  evening  fishing.  The  minnow  should 
do  well  just  now.  Days  are  mostly  bright,  with 
wind  N.E.  Glass  fairly  high  and  rising.  Prospects 
for  sport  the  coming  week  are  good. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Otter    (Budleigh    Salterton).  —  The  heavy 

thunderstorms  at  the  end  of  last  week  replenished 
the  river,  which  had  run  down  very  low,  and  now 
(June  3)  there  is  a  perfect  water  for  fly-fi.shers. 
Fish  are  not  moving  well  just  now  owing  to  the 
north  wind,  which  has  been  blowing  steadily  down 
stream  since  Monday  (June  1).  Until  this  changes 
we  shall  not  have  any  sport  worth  speaking  of. 
There  was  a  feeble  rise  this  morning  (June  3)  at 
about  11.30  a.m.,  and  three  fish,  averaging' 8oz. 
each,  fell  to  a  rod  at  Tipton. — Heron. 

Plymouth. —The  rain  did  a  little  good  to  the 
rivers,  but  there  was  not  enough  of  it ;  they  are  still 
very  fine  and  clear.  Fishermen  have  not  been  doing 
much  on  the  Dart.  Some  fair  baskets,  however, 
have  been  taken  on  the  Cad  and  Tavy,  but  the 
trout  have  not  been  sporting  well  this  week  on  the 
Meavy  or  Burrator  Lake.— W.  Heardee. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Holiday  visitors  to  this  neighbourhood 
have  every  reason  to  congratulate  each  other  on 
the  exceptionally  fine  weather  they  have  been 
favoured  with,  as  compared  with  other  parts,  which 
have  been  overtaken  by  thunderstorms  of  more  or 
less  severity,  and  which  were  accompanied  with 
heavy  rain.  At  the  close  of  last  week  we  had  a 
little  rain,  which  greatly  improved  the  condition  of 
these  rivers,  and  at  present  the  weather  is  magni- 
ficent. Some  nice  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain.  A  few  days  ago  an 
angler,  whilst  fishing  for  trout  in  the  Enion,  a 
tributary  of  the  Vyrnwy,  succeeded  in  capturing, 
near  Llanfair,  a  fine  salmon  in  excellent  condition, 
which  scaled  upwards  of  231b. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— There  is  hut  little 
to  report  in  this  district.  Tropical  weather,  hail 
and  rain ;  and  as  I  wi-ite  on  Wednesday  the  ther- 
mometer at  forty-nine  in  the  shade.  A  few  trout 
have  been  captm-ed  in  the  western  streams,  the 
heaviest  2 Jib.,  and  from  the  tributaries  of  the  Adur 
and  Ouse  fish  up  to  12oz.  There  is  but  little  to 
record  from  the  harboiu's — a  few  smelt,  small  bass 
and  codling.  More  settled  weather  will  improve 
all-round  sport. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  waters  had  a  refresher 
last  Saturday  (May  30),  which  brought  many  fisher- 
men into  the  district  for  Whitsuntide  ;  in  the  early 
morn  and  evening  some  good  catches  were  had,  and 
will  continue  if  fishermen  fish  away  from  the  edges 
of  the  banks. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  con- 
tinues to  run  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.  The  fish  have  been  rising  well, 
and  May  Fly  has  been  up.  Prospects  for  sport  are 
now  good.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  good  in  early 
morning  and  late  in  evening.  Worm  fishing  has 
accounted  for  good  trout.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order  and  some  good 
dishes  of  trout  have  been  taken  with  worm.  In  tho 
Tenbury  district  rain  has  been  had,  but  fishing  has 
been  good  with  May  Fly,  and  prospects  are  good, 
— R. 

  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  district  is 

now  rurming  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing,  and  the  fish  have  been  on  the  feed 
fairly  well.  The  May  Fly  has  been  coming  up  but 
slowly  as  yet.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  some  nice  sized  fish  have  been  landed  with  fly. 
The  best  flies  are  the  Hare's  Ear,  Yellow  Dun, 
Wickham,  Orange  Palmer,  Red  Spinner,  and  Coach- 
man.— Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — At  the  time  of  writing  the  Tyne  is  in 
good  condition  for  fly  fishing,  and  some  good  baskets 
have  been  made  with  fly  and  the  spinning  minnow. 
A  few  good  trout  hav^e  been  got  on  the  Wylam 
stretch.  I  had  an  hour's  fishing  close  to  the  bridge, 
and  with  spinning  minnow  killed  four  decent  trout 
md  lost  o,s  many  mope.    The  Coquet  on  Monday 
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was  as  thick  as  pea  soup.  Tuesday  altered  the 
form,  a  good  water  running,  suitable  for  either 
bottom  fishing  or  spinning  minnow.  Mr.  Gell, 
with  worm,  killed  twenty  good  fish  on  the  Wark- 
worth  length,  and  I  heard  of  four  anglers  fishing 
the  minnow  on  the  Weldon  Bridge  waters  filling 
their  creels  with  trout.  Tuesday  appears  to  have 
afforded  sport  on  most  of  our  northern  streams. 
The  Wansbeck  fished  well.  Mr.  Johnson  had 
a  basket  of  twenty -three  fine  trout  with 
our  special  Wansbeck  flies.  Mr.  J.  Riddel  and 
friends  have  had  a  good  time  of  it  on  the  Irthing. 
On  Tuesday,  June  2,  Mr.  Riddel  killed  over  fifty 
good  trout  with  fly,  some  of  them  pounders.  The 
ponds  at  Whittle  were  all  yielding  well.  Mr.  B. 
Wliite  had  a  good  catch  on  June  3,  with 
worm. — Henby  A,  Mueton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).— Sport  has 
been  fairly  attractive  in  the  North  Lincolnshire 
district.  Flies  are  out  in  good  numbers,  the 
Alder  Fly  being  now  among  the  most  taking.  The 
Hawthorn  Fly  and  the  Black  Gnat  are  also  to  be 
seen.  They  have  had  some  rare  sport  on  the 
waters  about  Stamford,  owing  to  the  visits  of  the 
Bucks  otter  hounds.  These  hoimds  have  been 
visiting  different  points  on  the  Glen,  the  Welland, 
and  towards  the  Fens,  and  also  on  the  Gwash 
near  Stamford.  At  Duddington  they  have  also  had 
a  turn.  Several  otters  have  been  seen  at  different 
places  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  I  do  not  hear  of 
any  c/aptures.  On  the  tributaries  of  the  Witham 
many  anglers  have  been  noticed  about  the  preser\  ed 
waters.  Plenty  of  flies  are  now  in  force,  and  sport 
should  be  pretty  good,  althovigh  I  do  not  liear  of 
extensive  captures  for  the  holidays. — Ltrci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The 
above  rivers  have  almost  reached  their  ordinary 
summer  level  and  are  becoming  lower  and  clearer 
every  day.  The  May  Fly  may  now  be  said  to  be 
well  out  on  both  streams,  and  if  this  fine  weather 
continues  this  J  fly  should  be  at  its  height  by 
Saturday  (Jime  6)  or  Monday  (June  8).  A  great 
rnany  anglers  have  been  but  this  week  and  a  few 
nice  trbut  have  been  taken  from  these  streams,  the 
Wye  yielding  several  brace  per  rod  of  nice  sized  trout, 
the  Derwent,  too,  affording  fair  spot.  Mr.  Kirkland, 
fishing  the  Darleydale  water,  on  May  30,  one  and 
a'[half  brace,  one  of  these  fish  being  taken  with 
a  May  Fly,  the  other  with  a  Black  Gnat  with  light 
dun  wings.  Several  others  fishing  this  water 
obtained  a  brace  or  two  each.  Mr.  C.  Buxton, 
fishing  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associa- 
tion's water  at  Matlock  Bath,  has  on  several 
occasions  taken  two  or  three  ruce  trout.  The 
prospect  for  the  next  few  days  should  be  very 
good  as  the  water  is  in  good  order  and  the  May  Fly 
well  out.  Useful  flies:  May  Fly,  Yellow  Dun, 
Dotterel  Hackle,  Black  Gnat,  Sand  Fly,  and 
Orange  and  Claret  Bumbles. — Dottebel, 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Anglers  during  the  last  few  days, 
who  know  how  to  fish  the  natural  Stone  Fly,  have 
made  some  nice  baskets  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
Yore.  Lower  down  the  Yore,  in  the  [^districts  of 
Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon,  sport  has  only  been 
of  a  meagre  character.  A  few  fish  have  been 
caught  with  the  fly  ;  the  best  patterns  have  been 
Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Yellow-legged  Brown  Black 
Midge,  KnottedMidge,  Orange  andYellow  Partridges. 
Angling  in  the  Wharfe  has  been  quiet  owing  to  the 
low  and  bright  state  of  the  river.  Fly-fishing  has 
been  most  successful  in  the  early  mornings  and  late 
in  the  evening.  Sport  has  been  only  moderate  from 
Ilkley  right  down  to  Collingham  Bridge.  Some  fair 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  with  fishin"  the 
worm  well  up  stream.  The  Nidd  is  running  in  fair 
trim.  In  the  higher  reaches  the  best  baskets  have 
been  taken  with  fly,  worm,  and  minnow  spun  on  the 
Ariel  flight.  The  Swale  is  running  very  low  and 
clear'r  very  little  has  been  done  at  Richmond, 
Easeby,  and  Catteriek.  A  few  nice  fish  have  been 
taken  in  the  streams  with  the  worm  fished  well  up 
stream.  The  Aire  is  now  running  very  low,  and 
nothing  will  be  doing  on  this  river  until  there  is 
some  fresh  water.  The  Green  Drake  will  be  well  on 
the  Costa,  Pickering,  and  Crimple  Becks  next  week, 
and  good  baskets  should  be  made.  The  following 
flies  will  be  found  useful :— Orange  and  Yellow 
Partridges,  Stone  Midge,  Spider  Fly,  Dark  Watchet 
Brown  Owl,  Knotted  Midge,  and  the  little  Yellow 
May.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.); 

— The  following  excellent  sport  has  been  eo't  since 
last  reported  :— On;^May  25,  Mr.  Campbell'  Gibson, 
Edmburgh,  landed  thirty  trout,  131b.,  and  Mr. 
MacGregorJ  Jolly,  London,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  forty- 
seven 'trout,  12ilb.  On  May  26,  Mr.  MacGregor 
Jolly,  London,  on  Loch  Boarlan.  caught  one  and  a 


half  dozen,  weighing  8Jlb.  On  May  28,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell Gibson  landed  thirty-one  trout,  101b.  On 
May  29,  Mr.  Tucker,  on  Loch  Urigill,  had  thirty- 
four  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  MacGregor  Jolly,  on  the  same 
Loch,  landed  three  dozen,  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Campbell 
Gibson,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  two  and  a  half  dozen, 
101b.  On  May  30,  Messrs.  Farley  and  Huffam  made 
a  basket  of  151b.  trout  on  Loch  Urigill ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Macgregor  Jolly,  on  Loch  Coma,  had  twenty-two 
trout,  61b. ;  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Bell,  on  same  Loch, 
forty-four  trout,  151b. ;  and  Mr.  Tucker,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  thirty -two  trout,  91b.  On  Monday  (June  1) 
Mr.  Macgregor  Jolly  fished  Loch  Urigill,  and  got 
over  three  and  a  half  dozen  trout,  131b. ;  Messrs. 
Gibson  and  Bell,  on  same  loch,  landed  forty-four 
trout,  121b.  ;  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Gandy,  Pen- 
rith, on  Loch  Boarlan,  made  a  basket  of  thirty-two 
trout,  101b. ;  and  Mr.  Tucker,  London,  on  Loch 
Coma,  thirty-one  trout,  81b.  Weather  unfavourable. 
— B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  on  Tuesday 
(June  2),  Mr.  J.  H.  Macniven  caught  a  magnificent 
salmon  weigliing  361b.— Macdonald. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Sea  trout  are  being 
caught  at  Langholm  Bridge.  Mr.  A.  Murray,  Canon- 
bie,  creeled  five  sea  trout  at  Penton  Linns,  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  and  some  good  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Steel,  Bowholm,  has  had  some  sea  trout 
with  fly  in  the  Liddle  above  the  aqueduct  during 
night  fishing.  Fishing  in  Canonbie  water.  Sergeant 
Keen  caught  two  sea  trout,  Mr.  Morrison  one  over 
21b.,  while  other  Langholm  anglers  are  doing  fairly 
well.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk  below  Long- 
town  sea  trout  are  being  caught  in  the  nets ;  also 
good  hauls  have  been  made  in  the  Solway.  While 
salmon  have  not  been  prolific,  yet  a  few  have  been 
got  up  to  151b.  weight  in  the  Firth.  The  Haaf  nets 
at  Bowness  have  had  a  good  many  sea  trout  during 
the  last  ten  days,  but  few  salmon.  Mr.  Keene, 
Rowanburn,  creeled  two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the 
Liddle  at  two  fishings,  and  other  anglers  have 
been  equally  successful  in  the  lower  stretches, 
while  in  the  upper  reaches  Messrs.  C.  Irving,  J. 
Walker,  J.  Beattie,  S,  Newton,  and  others  have  had 
good  baskets.  Mr.  Anderson  has  had  good  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  both  in  Ewes  and  Tarras  and  the 
Reoff.  Mr.  Sneddon  has  had  good  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  in  Liddle  water.  M.  le  Cocq,  Paris, 
had  a  fine  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water  of  the  Esk 
below  Broomholm.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  R.  Laidlow 
had  a  good  haul  of  yellow  trout  in  Langholm 
water.  Mr.  T.  Bell,  Langholm,  had  a  sea  trout 
early  on  Tuesday  morning.  Mr.  W.  Weatherstone 
caught  a  sea  trout,  weighing  about  21b.,  in  Sowie 
Pool,  Langholm  water.  Mr.  Bell,  Langholm,  had 
one  sea  trout,  and  a  dozen  yellow  trout  at  another 
fishing.  Mr.  J.  Brockbank,  Rowanburn,  landed  a 
salmon,  ll^lb.,  at  the  Penton  Linns,  Liddle  water. 
Mr.  D.  Murray,  Rowanburn,  had  a  sea  trout, 
21b.,  at  Canonbie  Bridge,  in  the  Esk.  Mr.  W. 
Riddle,  Canonbie,  caught  one  sea  trout  of  lib. 
Mr.  Porteous,  Canonbie,  creeled  two  dozen  yellow 
trout,  some  of  them  scaling  lib.  Mr.  W.  Murray, 
Rowanburn,  caught  two  sea  trout,  IJlb.  each;  and 
Mr.  Walter  Irving,  Canonbie,  had  one  of  the  same 
weight.  The  waters  are  running  low  at  time  of 
writing. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter]  B>oss,  Ardgay,  TH.'B.).  —  The 
weather  is  still  unpropitious,  and  water  rather  low 
for  angling.  Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith  and  friend,  Cul- 
cave  House,  landed  several  salmon  ranging  up  to 
ll|lb.  on  Braelangwell  waters.  Mr.  Dick  Jervess 
and  friend  had  three  on  Arrat  waters.  Several  fish 
were  got  on  Invercharron  and  Gladfield  waters,  but 
particulars  not  to  hand. — B. 

Deveron  (BanfFsliire). — Owing  to  the  long  spell 
of  dry  weather  this  river  is  now  very  low  and  clear, 
and  the  fish  are  very  shy  to  take,  so  that  for  the 
past  fortnight  the  success  of  anglers  has  been 
small.  Of  late  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  fish  killed,  both  in  the  river  and  coast. 
On  some  days  during  the  past  week  the  net  fisher- 
men on  the  night  and  day  shifts  on  the  river  had 
scarcely  a  fish,  and  very  few  were  got  in  the  bag 
nets  in  the  sea,  only  a  couple  of  boxes  for  the  week 
having  been  sent  to  the  markets.  Although  grilse 
began  to  make  their  appearance  some  time  ago,  the 
number  got  in  this  district  has  been  small  compared 
with  last  year.  A  heavy  fall  of  rain  is  greatly 
desired  to  put  the  river  in  condition  to  draw  fish 
from  the  sea.  In  the  beginning  of  the  week  the 
bar  at  the  entrance  to  the  river  was  covered  with 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parks.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Stfttion-street,  Leeds.   Tel»grams:  "Piscator  Leeds." 


thousands  of  gulls  and  sea-fowl  that  came  from  far 
and  near  to  feast  on  herrings  that  were  cast  into 
the  sea  from  Banff  and  Macduff  fishing-boats  that 
could  not  get  them  disposed  of  owing  to  the  poor 
demand. — H.  W. 

luyeran  (Sutherland,  N.B.). — During  the  past 
fortnight  the  following  splendid  sport  has  been  got 
on  Shin  river  by  the  lessees.  On  May  18,  Sir  John 
Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  of  Creedy,  Devonshire, 
landed  a  salmon  of  101b.  On  May  19,  Mr.  Unwin 
caught  a  7-pounder,  and  on  May  20,  one  of  101b. 
On  May  20,  Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie  had  a  15- 
pounder,  and  Mr.  Unwin  three  of  101b.,  121b.,  and 
lUb.  On  May  22,  Sir  John  caught  one  weighing 
131b.,  and  on  May  23,  Mr.  Unwin  a  14-pounder. 
On  May  25  Sir  Jolin  Ferguson-Davie  landed  four 
salmon  weighing  141b.,  121b.,  71b.,  and  131b.  On 
May  26  Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie  caught  two  of 
91b.  and  101b.  ;  and  Mr.  Unwin,  two,  of  101b.  and 
111b.  On  May  27,  Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie  had  a 
13-pounder,  and  Mr.  Unwin  one  of  71b.  On  May  29, 
Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie  landed  two,  weighing 
141b.  and  131b.  On  May  30,  Mr.  Unwin  caught 
three,  of  121b.,  111b.,  and  101b.  Weather  very 
adverse,  but  now  improving.  Genial  showers  of 
rain  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  (June  1  and  2). — B. 

Loch  Doon  and  District.— Out  from  Salutation 
Hotel,  on  May  20,  Captain  Cathcart  had  twelve 
trout;  21st,  twenty;  22nd,  fifteen;  23rd,  eighteen; 
25th,  seven;  26th,  twelve;  27th,  twenty.  Mr.  T. 
Miller  and  party  (five  rods),  on  the  22nd,  had  over 
fifteen  dozen.  Messrs.  Bowie  and  Anderson,  on  the 
23rd,  eight;  25th.  thirty  (one  over  lib.);  26th, 
twenty. — M.  Mitchell. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel,  N.B.). — 
Fishing  from  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  Loch 
Katrine,  on  May  27,  Capt.  Ducat  caught  four  trout, 
2|lb.  ;  Mr.  Hamersley,  eight  trout,  3|lb,  On  the 
29th,  fishing  on  Loch  Chon,  Mr.  Buchanan,  six 
trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  McPhail,  one  trout,  lib.  8oz.  On 
the  30th,  from  Glengyle  House,  Mr.  Hilliard  caught 
fourteen  fine  trout,  several  of  which  weighed  over 
lib.  On  June  1  Dr.  Blackburn,  South  Africa,  in 
two  hours'  fishing  on  Loch  Katrine,  caught  six 
trout  weighing  3|lb.,  the  largest,  Iflb.  ;  from 
Invergyle  House,  on  same  date,  Mr.  Grant  in  two 
hours  caught  five  trout,  41b.  ;  from  hotel  same 
evening  Mr.  Menzies,  three  trout,  2^\h. — Donald 
Ferguson. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — There  has  been  a  slight 
improvement  in  sport  here  since  the  previous  week, 
but  the  catches  average  from  one  to  three  trout 
per  boat,  while  six  trout  is  the  largest  number 
secured  from  a  boat  for  a  month.  The  season 
continues  very  quiet,  not  more  than  half  the  boats 
being  engaged.  Most  of  the  anglers  here  at  present 
are  old  frequenters  from  England,  who  are  having 
very  bad  sport.  The  most  succes.sful  were  : — Mr. 
Vaughan,  in  five  hours,  six  trout,  ]  01b. ;  Mr.  Harvey, 
four  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Black,  sen.,  five  trout,  61b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Isherwood,  three  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Pumphrey, 
four  trout,  41b.  8oz.  The  heaviest  trout  was  caught 
by  Mr.  Spencer,  and  weighed  31b.  Mr.  Falkner  had 
also  a  fine  trout  of  21b.  14oz.— R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  May  27, 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed  a  fresh  run  salmon 
weighing  151b.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collinssplatte  a 
sea-trout  of  31b.  Oq  the  29th  Mr.  Tilston  had  a 
nice  salmon  of  131b.,  and  the  boatmen,  fishing  for 
Mr.  Collinssplatte,  two  salmon  weighing  121b.  and 
8|lb.  On  the  30th  Mr.  F.  H.  Witheridge,  London, 
landed  a  fine  salmon  of  151b.,  and  Mr.  Collinssplatte 
a  sea-trout  of  31b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  May  27,  Mr. 
F.  Mappin  landed  a  fine  trout  of  7Jlb. — H.  J. 
Knight. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) — 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  best  baskets  made 
by  hotel  anglers  since  last  reported  : — On  May  25 
Mr.  Keimeth  Mackay  fished  Mid  Shin  beat.  Loch 
Shin,  and  landed  twenty-one  trout,  weighing  in  all 
151b.,  or  an  average  of  over  -|-lb.  each.  On  May  30 
Mr.  K.  Mackay,  on  Mid  Shin,  ten  trout,  61b.  ;  Mrs. 
Bullingal,  Adare,  Limerick,  fished  Loch  Merkland, 
and  landed  a  salmo-ferox,  which  weighed  101b. 
Dr.  Izod,  London,  on  same  loch,  had  six  trout, 
51b.,  or  an  average  of  close  on  lib.  each.  On  June  1 
Mr.  Leake,  West  Minch,  King's  Lynn,  on  Mid  Shin 
beat,  six  trout,  71b.  The  weather  is  now  favourable, 
and  good  sport  is  anticipated. — B. 

   On  May  30,  Mr.  K.  Mackay,  fishing  on 

Mid  Shin,  caught  ten  trout,  weighing  61b. — only  an 
hour's  fishing.  Fishing  on  Loch  Merckland,  on  same 
date,  Mrs.  Ballingal,  of  Adare,  Limerick,  had  one 
salmo  jerox,  of  101b.,  and  Dr.  Izod,  of  London,  six 
tiout,  weighing  51b.  On  June  1,  Mr.  Leake,  of 
West  Winch,  King's  Lynn,  fishing  on  Mid  Shin, 
caught  sixteen  trout,  weighing  71b. — D.  Mackay. 

South  of  Scotland. — Although  sea-trout  are 
running  strongly  in  the  Firth  nets,  and  fair  numbers 
escaping  to  the  rivers,  they  have  not  been  taking  so 
freely  as  anglers  anticipated.     Night  fishers  are 
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picking  up  an  odd  sea-trout  in  the  different  rivers 
with  tlie  fly.    In  the  Jlount  Annan  water  several 
sea-trout  have  been  caught,  up  to  about  21b.  for  tlie 
heav^st ;  Mr.  Dirom's  keeper  has  had  several,  and 
tlie  Jloddom  Castle  keepers  have  also  caught  odd 
ones  with  the  night  fly.    Several  other  local  anglers 
and  a  visitor  or  two,  have  also  had  sea-trout. 
Ihe  clear  water  worm  have  accouated  for  some  nice 
yellow  trout  in  the  middle  stretches  of  the  Annan. 
In  the  lower  portions  of  the  Nith  little  or  nothing 
i)as  been  done  since  last  week's  notes.    Mr.  Thomp- 
son caught  a  nice  basket  of  trout  in  the  higher 
waters  the  other  day.    Several   rods  were  out 
on  the  Mid-Nithsdale    waters    below  ThornhiU 
on  aatm-day,  but  the  baskets  were  disappointin<^. 
A  few  sea-trout  have  been  caught  in  the  different 
beats  of  the  Nith  with  the  night  fly.    The  Cluden 
and  Cairn  are  now  too  low  and  clear,  and  sport 
has  been  poor  in  the  Glencairn  district.    Little  is 
domg  in  the  Galloway  rivers.    In  the  Cree  of 
iVewton  Stewart  the  fishings  are  let  to  private 
parties,  and  very  little  news  is  furnished  of  the 
sport.     The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  and  the 
Fleet  of    Gatehouse  of    Galloway   are   too  low 
lor    sport  at    present.    In    the   Carsphairn  dis- 
trict a  number  of  anglers  have  hired  over  to 
ijoch  Doon,  and  some  fairly  good  sport  is  reported. 
Otheis  out  from  the  hotels  of  the  village  of  Dal- 
melhngton  have  also  had  sport.    Two  local  rods 
caught  over  forty  yellow  trout  on  May  30.  Mr 
Graham   of  Manchester,  killed  over  twenty.  Mr 
Crawford,  Glasgow,  had  a  couple  of  dozen.  Among 

^^nvt  ^i'"^?  Z""         '^'"^  Messrs 

mJT  ''"^^^ysloP'  who  took  a  dozen  and  a  half,  while 
M  n  n   ^i'^/?*^?  Munro  had  twenty.  Mr. 

McGill  and  friend,  of  Shefiield,  caught  thirty-three 
on  Monday  with  the  fly  on  this  loch;  the  weSht 
was  reported  at  lOlb.  Other  anglers  have  had  fan- 
sport  on  this  Ayrshire  loch.   ThI  neighbouring  loch 

Mr  -^tZ  P^^t^'y-    On  Loch  Winloch, 

Mr  Brown,  Beith,  landed  one  trout  of  lloz.,  and  a 
friend  took  four  of  21b.  loz.    Very  little  is  doing  on 
the  rivers  of  Ayrshire  at  present. -Heathebb^Il 
Rpff«?.Tf !,  (Orkney). -Mr.   Brett,  of 

mi^  9^^  f  ^^-onmess  Reservoir  on  Tuesday 

(May  26)  for  about  two  hours,  and  had  fifteen 

Hotel  ZZtTJ'^-  '^^'''^y'  Strom„et° 

Motel,  stocked  this  water  two  years  ago  with  Loch 

trom  the  Town  Council.— John  Mackay. 
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IXISH  REPORTS. 

hJ^l^"*''*?"^''*^"^^— ^"gh*«"n«hinefollowed 
by  showers  of  rain  and  cold  winds  from  the  north 
have  been  experienced  for  the  past  week.  On  the 
days  when  it  was  possible  to  use  the  fly  nice  baskets 
of  brown  trout  were  made  on  all  the  stretches  The 
river  continues  to  fall,  but  there  is  yet  enough 
water  to  carry  the  salmon  over  all  the  weirs.  Mr 
o;n™  r  "^V^^^  ^'^"-'^  ^^Ib.,  and  Mr.  J.' 

thAP^.%^''^  P'^*"'  ""^"Sing  from  I  Jib.  to  101b.  on 
121h    aJ?  M  Hamilton,  ten  trout, 

^\Musgrave  four  trout,  61b.,  and  Robert 
W   H   {l  1*^  ^l^^-'  ^il'-^a  '•each;  Mr. 

l^ih        ,  Tn^u  ""t"^^^^  salmon,   lOlb.,  101b., 

l&lb.,  and  161b,  below  the  weir  at  Caronroe.  Al 
the  salmon  casts  are  now  in  order  on  the  Kilrea  and 
Pontglenone  stretches.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.-There  hasbee'n  very  little 
r  ver  fishing  lately,  the  rivers  being  very  low  and 
c^ar,  but  on  the  Woodburn  dams  some  very  fine 
takes  were  effected.  On  May  29  Mr.  James Murmv 
creeled  five  fish,  61b.,  31b..  lib.,  lib.,  and  Hb.  O^ 
June  1  another  angler  had  a  rainbow  of  41b  2oz 
and  the  same  evening  two  rods  had  a  dozen  trout 
each  on  the  upper  basin.  On  the  latter  basin  the 
same  date  Mr.  Willie  Hunter  had  a  fine  take  of 

W  ckham  "^^''h""^"'*  fiy-a  bastard 

Mn    I?  ,  w~  anglers  had  fish.  On 

iviarshallstown  dam  on  the  same  date  Mr.  J.  J  Lons- 

nlf  i'^-  I'i^Wng  the  Maine  ft 

uL  er  ?•  S^l^^^t'  Hon.  Sec 

Ulster  Anglers,  caught  110  trout  in  ten  days  the 
fish  ayeraging  Jib.,  with  a  few  up  to  2|-1K  Mr! 
J.  A  B  ^       •  on  thedV  fly  - 

rivw  "iff  T*-'  Donegal).-Sport  on  the 

mer  was  fair  with  salmon  and  trout  during  the 
past  week.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 
.  Erne  (Ballysliannon  and  Belleek).— The  follow- 
ing number  of  salmon  were  captured  on  the  Erne 
l^fif^  week:— Mr.  Jefferson  had  two  of 
°"  *^^y  22  and  23,  Mr.  Darby 
one  nf   ftu""^  J"^^  1'  Mr.  A.  A.  May 

^Ib  \         If""''    ^^y-   and  a  grilse  of 

4  b   on  June  2,  Mr  Peart  one  of  161b.  on  June  2 

The  rivS-T^.  ^''^".u  t'^°"«°g  was    obtained  on 

week  "^Sr  R  s"  7'^®!  t'^'^'^  P'^^* 
weeK     Mr.  R.  S.  Johnston  and  Mr.  Geo.  Godwin 

caught  thirteen  beautiful  trout  in  a  few  evening^ 

weighmg  near  y  241b.    Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  caught  some 

fine  trout  during  the  past  week  also,  some  of  th^ 


up  to  41b.  m  weight.  J.  Keenaghan,  at  Belleek, 
caught  three  fine  trout  of  4Jlb.,  51b.,  and  61b. ;  and 
generally  all  over  the  river  a  lot  of  fine  trout  were 
taken  during  the  past  week  in  the  late  evenings. 
Ihe  river  is  in  good  salmon  fishing  order,  and 
salmon  are  coming  in  plentifully.— M.  Rogan  & 

kSONS. 

Lough  Erne.— The  May  Fly  is  now  well  up  on 
the  lake,  and  some  good  sport  has  already  been  had 
by  the  anglers  fishing  the  lake  from  Belleek.  Mr. 
;      ''ohnson  landed  several  fine  trout  on  June  2 
ot  31b.  and  41b.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur).— Fishing  from  Kilbride 
Lodge  Colonel  Dunne,  trolling.  May  27,  landed  a 
beautiful  brown  trout  81b.  Major  Twigg,  trolling, 
May  26,  got  three  trout  weighing  isib.  J.  E 
Cockburn,  May  26,  got  four  trout  weighing  171b.  s' 
L>.  S.  Chatterton,  during  the  week,  got  ten  trout 
raiigmg  from  lib.  to  51b.  A.  P.  Swan,  dappin.. 
had  seventeen  trout,  heaviest  51b.  Colonel 
O  Strehan,  fly-fishing,  had  some  good  trout  ranging 
from  lib.  to  3Jlb.  J.  E.  Cockburn  landed  somi 
good  trout  on  the  artiBcial  fly.— P  S. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Fishing 
above  waters  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel  has  brokeS 
the  record.  Mr.  Smallwood,  on  May  30,  caught  on 
the  dap,  nine  trout,  weighing  161b.;  on  May  31 
ten  trout,  15Jlb. ;  on  June  1,  eight  trout,  131b. 
Captain  Bartholomew  and  Captain  Wilson  have 
caught  several  trout  on  the  May  Fly,  ranging  from 
lib.  to  djlb.  Anglers  are  now  beginning  to  get  the 
benefit  of  the  preservation  of  the  past  few  years 
and  are  expected  to  help  it  in  a  small  way  to  con- 
tmue  the  preservation  of  both  loughs.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin.— Trouting  was  poor  during  the 
past  week  on  this  lake,  and  two  salmon  of  eibT  and 
81b.  were  landed  by  the  anglers  out.— M.  Rogan  & 

DONS. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 

Up  to  May  30  the  Mourne  was  low  ;  on  that  date 
the  rain  came  down  and  raised  it  considerably. 
Ihe  weather  this  week  was  very  bright  and  chilly 
f  .  x.^^t^'^'g-  O'^^  °f  the  best  takes  was  fourteen 
trout  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Lea,  Manchester.— J.  A.  B 

Moy  (Ballina).— Water  in  good  order.  Summer 
tish  are  commencing  to  run.  Fishing  during  the 
week  was  poor  owing  to  north  wind.  On  the  upper 
waters  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  lost  a  few  fish,  and  Mr 
bcroop  rose  a  large  fish  on  May  31,  but  it  would  not 
come  again.  Lough  Conn  fishing  fairly  well.  Ma j  or 
Ottawa  got  a  salmon  of  181b.  and  a  trout  of  51b 
and  Lieut.  G.  Kendall  Channer,  3rd  Giu-khas,  got 
a  summer  fish  of  51b.,  but  trout  are  rising  short 
^ishmg  will  be  better  as  it  gets  a  little  uito  Jime.- 

JOHN  DeVEES. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— Bright  sunshine,  wind  north,  therefore 
sport  dull.  Major  Ottway  one  salmon,  171b.;  Mr 
J.  Kendall  Channer,  one  grUse,  51b.,  and  lost  one 
salmon;  Mr.  Peek,  two  grilse,  3^1  b.  and  51b. ;  Mr. 
C.  Berry,  one  salmon,  131b.,  one  grilse  4ilb.  'Mrs. 
Kendall  Channer  had  some  nice  trout  and  perch ; 
Mr.  Little  had  one  jack  and  some  fine  perch ;  Mr' 
W.  Brown  had  some  nice  takes  of  trout  on  the 
river,   largest   31b.     Grilse   are  showing  in  fair 

numbers  in  the  lower  pools  of  the  river  Pat 

Heabns. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Weather  very  bright, 
water  in  good  order.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  S.  c' 
Vansittart  killed  fom'  salmon,  weighing  221b.,  91b.' 
81b.,  and  141b.  On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  'killed 
two  salmon,  of  121b.  and  171b.  On  Newgarden, 
Major  Henderson  killed  two  salmon  of  lOJlb.  and 
13Jlb.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mrs.  Ingham  killed 
two  salmon  of  lOJlb.  and  151b.  On  the  Worldsend, 
Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  one  salmon  of  91b.,  and 
Mjs.  Ingham  one  of  201b.  On  Landscape,  Major 
O 'Grady  killed  one  salmon  of  151b.— John  EneIght 
AND  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  —I  have 
only  just  come  up  from  the  river,  too  late  to  send 
reports  of  this  week's  doings  among  the  salmon  and 
trout  on  the  preserves  and  on  the  lake.  This  I 
regret,  as  some  of  our  lady  visitors  have  done  great 
execution.  Next  week,  however,  I  shall  hope  to 
forward  full  details. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mullingar).  

In  my  long  experience  of  nearly  forty  years,  I  do 
not  think  that  dapping  ever  commenced  on  these 
lakes  under  more  apparently  favourable  auspices. 
The  wind  had  been  in  the  east  for  three  or  four 
weeks  previous  to  the  rise  of  the  Green  Drake,  and 
then  most  conveniently  changed  to  the  west.  Trout 
became  powerfully  in  evidence  all  over  Loch  Ennell, 
and  good  baskets  were  the  order  of  the  day.  When 
anglers  had  settled  down  to  their  work,  the  east  wind 
again  took  command,  altering  from  that  to  the 
north,  which  completely  spoiled  sport,  and  the 
result  has  been  deep  disappointment.  It  is 
admitted  on  all  sides,  without  a  dissentient  voice 
that  trout  are  abundant.    In  addition  to  the  un! 


389 

suitable  weather,  the  blackheadod  gulls  litorallv 
swarm  over  the  lake.  On  Saturday  last  I  had  six 
trout,  lour  of  which  averaged  31b.  each.  I  have  no 
accounts  from  Owel  or  Dcrravaragh  yet.— T.  J.  \V. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

^tV/i^^t'^^^^^'^^^—V'^  ^^""y  F'y  ««aso"  being 
at  Its  height  here  now  induced  more  frequent  visits 
to  the  fishing  grounds.    The  streams  are  all  more  or 
ess  tmted  with  the  Alpine  mountain  solution,  but 
the  rapid  Rhone  is  always,  and  will  be  for  months, 
flooded  and  opaque.    Among  the  drakes  both  freshly 
born  and  Magpie  ones  are  seen ;  and  the  evening 
aerial  dance  above  the  bushes  to  the  tune  of  the 
landrail,  cuckoo,  and  quail  has  full  swing.   The  trout 
at  times  keep  as  quiet  as  mice,  and  again  hold  high 
carnival,  the  surface  of  the  water  being  all  alive 
with  rises  for  half  an  hour  or  so-a  habit  that  needs 
explanation  still.    Nor  do  the  trout  alone  indulge 
in  this  way.    One  may  stalk  a  rising  fish  so  close  to 
the  lurther  bank  that  it  requires  keen  observation 
to  decide  that  some  big  frog  has  not  taken  a  header 
in  there    and  then,  having  got  a  special  dwarf 
castmg  Yellowish  Drake  within  a  few  inches,  comes 
a  heavy  swirl  and  you  are  into  a  sizeable  fish  which 
turns  out  to  be  only  a  vengeron  (chub).    A  hand- 
some httle  bronze  roach-like  fish  with  dLp  red  fins 
and  no  teeth,  called  "ruff,"  is  also  a  May  Fly  eater, 
and  the  httle  silver  and  green  ablettes  rise  and  shoo^ 
about  ike  flying  fish  coming  in  twos  and  threes  at 
ea^h  of  one's  flies.    Baskets  have  improved  a  good 
deal  and  mclude  some  very  nice  trout,  but  the  tale 
of  the  lost  ones,  nobles  among  the  crowd,  is  also, 
alas  !  a  heavy  Item.     The  outward  curved  wing 
artificial  May  Flies  are  too  large,  do  not  stand  cast^ 
ing  long,  and  curl  up  casting  lines  as  if  they  were 
mmiature  steam  propellers.    Coch-y-Bondhus  and 

Ben™?'"'"  '''''  °"   ''''  ^^^^ 


Wotes  from  tljc  Wott^. 

Me.  MiXLAE  and  party  have  just  finished  their 
^f^n^'^Tr  °u  Ballater  with  a  record 

of  500  fish,  the  best  that  has  been  known  in  these 
parts  for  the  past  thirty  years.  The  Glentana 
waters  are  not  far  behind,  but  I  have  not  as  vet 
learned  the  exact  details. 


On  the  Cairnton  Dee  Water,  Lord  Penrhyn's 
keeper  and  guests  have  run  up  a  score  of  three 
hundred  fish,  and  are  still  daily  adding  to  the 
number.  The  two  keepers,  Mortimer  and  MUne 
'.f ''w'^°5''  the  best  of  the  kiUing.  Robertson,  on 
the  Woodend  Dee  Water,  has  also  the  magnificent 
score  of  some  two  hundred  and  forty  fish  This 
water  is  now  changing  hands. 

Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Fife  will 
commence  her  salmon  season  at  Mar  Lodge  early  in 
August.  There  will  be  abundance  of  sport  by 
that  time.  •' 

For  maltreatmg  a  salmon  fisher  at  Bridge  of  Dee 
Daniel  Keith  was  fined  7s.  6d.    The  row  broke  out 
over  a  question  of  right  of  way,  when  Daniel 
commg  to  judgment,"  got  run  in. 

The  smolt  season  on  the  Dee  is  now  over,  and 
tidal  anglers  are  again  at  full  liberty  to  lure  the 
toothsome  finnock.  Many  are  wondering  why  thev 
have  ever  been  stopped,  as  the  few  smelts  they  may 
accidentally  harm  is  nothing  compared  with  the 
damage  one  drag  net  does  in  a  single  tide.  Why 
not  suspend  netting  ?  It  would  be  more  to  the 
point. 


An  excellent  method  of  cooking  trout  is  to  split 
them  down  the  back  like  kippers  or  bloaters,  bone 
them  and  fry  them  slowly  in  boiling  fat.  If  the 
skm  be  removed  before  being  fully  cooked  they  will 
be  all  the  more  toothsome.  Sea-trout  done  thus  is 
a  dish  for  kings.  Let  them  see  as  little  water  as 
possible  once  they  are  out  of  it. 

Special  Scotch. 


SEA  FISHING. 


Plymouth.— Bass  have  at  last  appeared  at  the 
Rame  Head,  and  some  nice  ones  have  been  caught 
by  fishing  from  the  rocks  with  a  salmon  rod  or 
iiast  India  cane  spinning  one,  using  the  grey  india- 
rubber  sand-eel  as  a  bait.  Penlee  Point  is  also  a 
good  spot  for  these  fish  as  it  is  not  so  far  to  get  at 
frona  Plymouth.  There  is  a  steamer  from  Admirals 
Hard  to  Cremyll,  fare  one  penny,  and  wagonettes 
or  traps  from  Cremyll  to  Cawsand,  fare  lixpence 
each.  From  this  latter  place  either  the  Rame  or 
Penlee  can  be  reached  in  about  twenty  minutes' 
walk.  It  IS  ideal  sport  when  they  are  feeding. 
Pollack  are  takmg  well  m  the  Sound,  and  I  have 
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seen  some  very  fine  ones ;  two  that  1  saw  in  a 
basket  I  should  think  weighed  101b.  or  121b.  each. 
They  are  sporting  best  early  mornings  or  evenings, 
especially  when  there  is  a  ripple  on  the  water,  and 
at  almost  any  state  of  the  tide  provided  it  is  not  a 
slack  one  The  edible  fish  for  this  month  are 
bream,  smelt,  sturgeon,  bass,  surmullet,  salmon, 
peal,  trout,  pilchard,  thornback  ray,  pollack,  hake, 
mackerel,  dory,  scad,  eel,  conger,  launce,  sole, 
plaice,  turbot,  brill,  marysole,  flounder,  and  halibut. 
— W.  Heardee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Biamsgate. — The  fine  weather  and  the  holidays 
produced  many  anglers  and  fair  sport.  Several 
boats  were  out  and  returned  with  nice  strings  of 
sand-dabs  and  plaice,  with  a  few  codling.  From  the 
Iron  Pier  and  Marina  flatfish  and  a  few  bass  have 
been  taken  ;  from  the  inner  harbour  eels  and 
floimders  have  been  had  ;  the  West  Pier  has  afforded 
sport  with  flatfish  and  silver  eels. — Gbey  Mullet. 


jottings  bp  t^c  iSag. 

"Many  will  beseech  their  friends  to  tell  them  of 
their  faults,  which,  being  told,  they  ne'er  forgive  the 
tellers." — Philip  Van  Artevelde. 


DimiNO  the  past  few  days  hundreds  of  dead  trout 
and  salmon,  of  all  kinds  and  sizes,  have  been  found 
floating  on  the  waters  of  the  river  Dwyryd,  which 
runs  through  the  valleys  of  Festiniog  and  Maentwrog 
into  Tremadoc  Bay.  It  is  rumoured  that  the  fish 
have  toeen  poisoned  by  matter  accidentally  dis- 
charged into  the  river  from  certain  local  works. 
The  Dwyryd  is  the  principal  source  of  sport  of  the 
anglers  of  the  quarry  district  of  Festiniog,  and  of 
the  scores  of  visitors  who  visit  Tanybwlch  almost 
solely  for  fishing.  It  is  feared  that  for  at  least  five 
years  the  river  will  be  practically  valueless  for 
fishing.  It  will  take  at  least  this  period  for  the 
river  to  be  re-stocked  with  the  fish  which  happened 
to  be  in  the  tributary  streams  at  the  time  of  the 
disaster. 


At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Colebrook 
Angling  Society,  held  on  May  27,  all  officers  were 
re-elected  as  last  year,  several  new  members  were 
made,  and  further  prizes  presented. 


In  the  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  City  of 
London  Piscatorial  Society  that  took  place  on 
May  26,  it  was  omitted  to  state,  that— besides  the 
election  of  a  member — a  gentleman  was  nominated 
for  membership,  ballot  for  whom  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday  next,  June  9,  when  a  special  meeting  of 
the  committee  will  also  be  held. 


The  first  man  to  climb  the  Matterhorn  was 
Edward  Whymper,  who  accomplished  the  feat  in 
the  memorable  but  fatal  ascent  of  1865.  He  has 
been  climbing  ever  since  and  has  written  notable 
books  about  his  exploits  all  over  the  world.  Recently 
he  has  been  climbing  the  unknown  peaks  of  the 
Canadian  Rockies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Banff. 
He  describes  the  region  in  the  June  Scribner's,  in  a 
beautifully  illustrated  article  which  he  calls,  "  A 
New  Playground  in  the  New  World." 


From  the  New  York  F.G.  I  cull  the  following : 
'Into  half  a  pound  of  firm,  raw  fish,  chopped  very 
fine  and  passed  tlirough  a  sieve,  beat  the  white  of 
one  egg,  half  a  teaspoonful  of  salt  and  a  dash  of 
paprika.  Stir  in  nearly  one  cupful  of  cream  beaten 
stiff,  and  spread  the  mixture  on  half  of  the  surface 
of  fillets  cut  from  large  flounders.  Fold  the  other 
half  of  each  fillet  over  this,  cover  with  crumbs,  dip 
in  white  of  egg  beaten  with  two  tablespoonfuls  of 
water  and  again  cover  with  crumbs  and  fry  in 
deep  fat.  Drain  on  soft  paper  and  garnish  with 
lemon  and  parsley.  Tomato  sauce  should  be  served 
with  this  dish."  [This  sounds  all  right,  but  where 
can  the  "paprika"  be  obtained?  Without  that 
*'  dash  "  the  filleted  flounders  might  not  be  worth 
the  trouble  of  cooking.] 


•As  the  coarse  fisliing  season  opens  on  June  16 
there  will  doubtless  be  a  large  demand  for  gentles 
and  other  baits.  When  I  can  get  some  nice  wasp 
grubs  I  always  do.  Also  a  favourite  and  hilling 
bait  is  the  "  caddis,"  but  these  are  not  obtainable 
at  every  tackle-dealer's.  To  prevent  disappointment, 
send  Is.  2d.  to  Mr.  Theaker,  2,  Broad  Marsh, 
Nottingham,  when  he  will  send  to  any  address 
half  a-pint  of  these  "beauties"  post  free. 


The  National  Museum  at  Washington  has  just 
despatched  a  party  of  scientists  to  St.  John's, 
Newfoundland,  to  obtain  a  plaster  cast  of  a  full- 
grown  bull  whale  of  the  sulphur-bottom  species. 


with  which  to  make  a  papier-mache  reproduction 
for  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  next  year.  The 
hunting  of  whales  by'properly-equipped  steamers  is 
now  an  important  industry  about  the  Newfoundland 
coast.  Monsters  of  90ft.  to  95ft.  are  sometimes  taken, 
while  those  of  70  ft.  to  80  ft.  are  common.  The 
expedition  has  orders  to  make  a  cast  of  one  at  least 
75ft.  long,  but  hopes  to  secure  one  of  85ft.  When 
it  is  towed  in  by  the  whaler  and  hauled  ashore  the 
scientists  will  box  it  in,  and  then  fill  the  case  with  a 
mixture  of  sixty  barrels  of  plaster  of  Paris  and  forty 
of  sand,  dissolved  in  water,  and  making  a  regular 
covering  for  the  entire  bulk  of  the  creature.  After 
this  has  set  the  woodwork  will  be  removed  and  the 
mould  cut  into  blocks,  which  will  be  detached 
separately,  marked  and  numbered,  and  shipped  to 
Washington. 


Me.  Myers  gave  me  the  information  that  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs  (of  the  Henley  Preservation  Society), 
whilst  spinning  at  Sonning  on  May  29,  captured  a 
fine  trout  of  lOlb.  2oz.,  and  another  of  31b.,  which 
he  returned.  Congratulations  Mr.  Hobbs.  Mr. 
Myers'  news  has  been  corroborated  by  Mr.  Stanley 
Mead. 


One  Arctic  Expedition  succeeds  to  another  (or  to 
an  Antarctic),  but  all  are  alike  in  one  respect — they 
are  supplied  by  the  Jaeger  Co.  with  pme  wool 
clothing,  blankets,  etc.  The  latest  expedition,  which 
the  Jaeger  Co.  has  fitted  out,  is  that  which 
represents  the  second  endeavour  of  the  wealthy 
American,  Mr.  William  Ziegler,  to  win  the  high 
honour  of  reaching  the  North  Pole,  and  will  sail 
from  Trondhjem  about  the  middle  of  July  for  the 
Arctic  Regions.  The  head  of  the  expedition,  Mr. 
Fiala,  is  an  intellectual-looking  man,  whom,  at  first 
sight,  one  would  take  to  be  a  student,  rather  than 
the  leader  of  a  "forlorn  hope,"  as  the  impregna- 
bility of  the  North  Pole  entitles  any  new  attack  to 
be  called.  We  wish  the  best  success  to  Mr.  Ziegler 
and  Mr.  Fiala,  and  that  they  may  gain  and  long 
enjoy  the  laurels  for  which  they  are  striving. 


Twilight  on  Tweed. 

Three  crests  against  the  saffron  sky, 

Beyond  the  purple  plane. 
The  dear  remembered  melody 

Of  Tweed  once  more  again. 

Wan  water  from  the  border  hills. 
Dear  voice  from  the  old  years. 

Thy  distant  music  lulls  and  stills. 
And  moves  to  quiet  tears. 

Like  a  loved  ghost  thy  fabled  flood 
Fleets  through  the  dusky  land ; 

Where  Scott,  come  home  to  die,  has  stood. 
My  feet  returning  stand. 

A  mist  of  memory  broods  and  floats, 

The  border  waters  flow; 
The  air  is  full  of  ballad  notes. 

Borne  out  of  long  ago. 

Andeew  Lano  in  T.  P.'s  Weekly. 


An  esteemed  correspondent  asks  "  Whether  it  is 
a  common  occurrence  for  perch  spawn  to  come 
to  maturity  in  an  enclosed  aquarium  containing 
eighty  gallons  of  water  with  a  flowing  stream.  The 
aquarium  is  exposed  to  the  sun."  [Considering 
the  favourable  circumstances,  there  is  no  reason 
why  perch  spawn  should  not  hatch  out.] 

 »  1 

"Vybnwy"  writes: — "The  May  Fly  made  its 
appearance  on  the  Tanat  towards  the  close  of  last 
week,  and  they  were  very  plentiful  on  Saturday. 
We  were  out  that  day  with  the  Buckley  Otter 
Hounds  up  the  Tanat.  We  found  an  otter  in  a 
deep  pool  in  that  river,  a  little  above  the  bridge  at 
Llanyblodwal,  and  for  nearly  three  hours  the 
creature  defied  all  the  efforts  of  hoimds  and  men  to 
drive  him  out  of  it.  At  last  he  bolted  down  stream 
with  the  hounds  all  in  full  cry  and  close  at  his  heels. 
As  he  passed  under  the  bridge  he  was  seen  by  a 
large  party |of  anglers,  who  joined  in  the  chase  until 
the  finish,  which  took  place  near  the  Horse  Shoe 
Hotel,  and  most  exciting  it  proved  to  be. 

•  •  «  «  • 

"  The  otter  fought  most  gallantly  for  dear  life,  but 
at  last  had  to  succumb  to  superior  numbers.  This 
was  the  first  otter  hunt  that  many  of  these  anglers 
had  ever  seen,  and  it  was  indeed  a  revelation  to 
them,  and  from  scoffing  they  were  at  once  con- 
verted, and  wOl  remain  so  all  their  days.  After  the 
hounds  had  moved  up  the  river,  the  anglers,  as  is 
always  the  case,  had  capital  sport  in  the  part  of 
the  river  we  had  been  hunting  in,  and  in  that  par- 
ticular pool  especially.  It  was  here  the  May  Flies 
appeared  to  be  most  plentiful." 


A  Teibute  in  Memory  of  the  Loss  H.M.S. 
"Victoria,"  Sunk  off  the  Syrian  Coast, 
June  22,  1893. 

Far  from  the  weeping  Isle  that  gave  them  birth, 

Their  bones  lie  rocked  by  Ocean's  restless  swell ; 
For  them  no  churchyard  with  its  hallowed  earth. 

No  solemn  chant,  no  book,  no  passing  bell : 
Yet  sacred  is  the  spot  where  sleep  the  brave. 

In  cloistered  crypt  or  'neath  the  tossing  tide  ; 
And  England  !  such  were  these ;  themselves  they  gave 

For  thine  and  Duty's  sake — and  heroes  died. 

Will  Hill, 
Bursar  to  the  Royal  Naval  School,  Eltham. 


The  organisation  of  angling  (says  the  Southern 
Times)  as  one  of  the  definite  forms  of  sport  in 
Weymouth  has  been  not  the  least  important  of 
recent  events.  Weymouth  offers  to  sea  anglers 
advantages  which  are  scarcely  surpassed  on  the 
coast,  and  it  only  needs  proper  development,  with  a 
little  judicious  advertising,  to  make  the  town  one  of 
the  most  popular  resorts  for  anglers  in  the  country. 
The  Weymouth  Angling  Association,  which  held  its 
annual  meeting  recently,  was  started  with  the 
primary  object  of  preserving  and  protecting  fish,  of 
which  there  has  in  days  gone  by  bee  a  shameful 
waste,  mainly  by  the  destruction  of  immature 
denizens  of  the  deep.  This  is  a  matter  which  has 
aroused  national  interest,  and  at  a  meeting  of 
the  National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association  in 
London  it  was  fully  discussed. 


Sea-Love. 

The  love  of  sea  swells  strong  in  me. 

Of  wave  and  rock  and  foam, — 
The  fog  hung  low,  the  wind  blown  free. 

The  world  ray  heart  calls  home. 

Oh  for  the  thunder  the  wave  repeats. 

Where  silence  can  never  be  ! 
Where  the  whole  air  throbs  with  the  pulse  that 
beats 

From  the  deep,  deep  heart  of  the  sea. 

Wliere  the  brown  coast  rocks  with  the  echoes  ring 

And  the  anthems  clearer  grow 
Till  e'en  the  stars  in  the  heavens  swing 

In  time  wdth  the  waves  below. 

Oh  for  a  world  that  is  never  the  same  ! 

Where  fate  is  the  will  of  might. 
From  the  gale  that  heralds  the  moon's  mad  name 

To  the  calm  that  governs  the  night, — 

Where  the  warm  gray  sand  with  its  sparkling  eyes. 
And  the  green  marsh  grass  besides, 

A  broad  blue  lakelet  of  ripples  lies. 
In  the  flood  of  the  rising  tidej 

The  love  of  sea  is  strong  in  me. 

Of  wave  and  rock  and  foam — ■ 
The  fog  hung  low,  the  wind  blown  free, 

The  world  my  heart  call  home  ! 

— Gloucester  Times, 


As  water  freezes  so  the  impurities  are  eliminated, 
and  if  the  ice  be  taken  away  before  the  whole  body 
of  water  is  frozen,  this  ice  is  pure.  If  the  whole 
water  freezes,  it  follows  as  a  matter  of  covirse  that 
the  impurities  must  be  included.  Of  bacilli,  it  is 
calculated  that  90  per  cent,  are  thrown  out  in 
freezing,  while  nine  out  of  every  remaining  ten  are 
killed  by  the  process,  and  thus  rendered  innocuous. 
Most  of  the  remauiing  1  per  cent,  will  die  in  twenty- 
four  hours  unless  the  ice  be  melted. 


Joseph  II.,  Emperor  of  Germany,  travelling  in 
his  usual  way,  without  his  retinue,  attended  by 
only  a  single  aide-de-camp,  arrived  very  late  at  the 
house  of  an  Englishman  who  kept  an  irm  in  the 
Netherlands.  It  being  fair  time,  and  the  house 
rather  crowded,  the  host,  ignorant  of  liis  guest's 
quality,  appointed  them  to  sleep  in  an  outhouse, 
which  they  readily  complied  with,  and  after  eating 
a  few  slices  of  ham  and  biscuit,  retired  to  rest,  and 
in  the  morning  paid  their  bill,  which  amounted  to 
only  three  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  rode  oft.  A 
few  hours  afterwards,  several  of  his  suite  came  to 
inquire  after  him,  and  the  publican,  understanding 
the  rank  of  his  guest,  appeared  very  uneasy. 
"  Psha  1  psha  1  man,"  said  one  of  the  attendants, 
"  Joseph  is  accustomed  to  such  adventures,  and  will 
think  no  more  of  it."  "  But  I  shall,"  replied  the 
landlord,  "  for  I  can  never  forget  the  circumstance, 
nor  forgive  myself  neither,  for  having  had  an 
emperor  in  my  house  and  letting  him  off  for 
three  and  sixpence." 


Children  cry  for  the  moon,  and  when  they  grovf 
up  they  want  the  earth.  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flngling  Botes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  our  members  have  been  out 
during  tbe  holidays  ;  the  Severn  has  been  the  chief 
happy  hunting  ground.  The  sport  has  been  above 
the  average.  Trout  have  been  taken  in  the  upper 
reaches  near  to  Bridgnorth,  and  also  in  the 
Arley  districts.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
Anglers'  Pride  Society  hooked  a  fine  fish  at 
Eardington,  but  lost  it  through  the  action  of 
a  boatman.  The  river  and  fish  are  in  grand  con- 
dition, and  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  better  or 
cheaper  place  for  trout-fishing  in  the  Midlands ; 
fine  fish  were  taken  at  Eardington  by  a  resident 
which  weighed  over  61b.  A  char  of  fioz.  was  taken 
from  Arley  on  Friday  last.  The  May  Fly  is  showing 
itself  on  the  Severn  and  its  tributaries.  Some 
very  nice  catches  of  trout  were  taken  from  the 
Whitacre  Reservoir  last  week,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
hear  and  to  know  that  all  fish  under  the  limit  were 
returned  to  the  water  with  as  little  injury  as 
possible.  Some  of  our  members  have  visited 
the  Teme,  in  the  Ludlow  and  Tenbury  districts, 
and  have  done  well ;  the  best  fish  have  been  taken 
with  the  May  Fly  and  Grey  Drake.  The  Wye  in 
the  Hereford  and  Ross  districts  has  been  well 
patronised,  and  some  good  fish  have  been  taken. 
The  river  in  the  districts  named  are  reported  to  be 
swarming  with  chub,  which  have  been  going  strong 
at  the  fly.  The  St.  Stephen's  Society  have  decided 
to  fish  a  bye-contest  on  June  28.  At  the  Ketch, 
near  to  Worcester,  the  Spring  Hill  Society  have 
decided  to  fish  a  bye-contest  in  the  canal  at  Lich- 
field on  J uly  6  next,  and  their  annual  contest  in  the 
Severn  at  Tewkesbury  on  Sunday,  August  30. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Birmingham  Association  to  book  direct  to 
Worcester  :  this  will  enable  the  members  to  travel 
direct  without  paying  the  excess  fare.  We  are 
having  grand  weather,  and  the  coarse  fishermen 
are  looking  forward  to  June  16,  but  at  the  present 
time  coarse  fish  are  very  much  out  of  condition. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

Holiday  anglers  were  able  to  have  a  profitable 
time.  The  weather  conditions  were  favourable,  and 
although  the  streams  are  now  getting  very  low  and 
clear,  owing  to  the  absence  of  rain,  satisfactory 
sport  has  been  recorded.  The  most  successful 
results  have  been  obtained  by  those  employing  the 
bottom  tackle,  the  upstream  process  yielding  many 
a  good  fish  to  the  maggot.  More  fly  flshing  has 
been  had  during  the  last  few  days  than  at  any 
other  period  since  the  season  began,  but  the  watei'S 
are  almost  too  clear  for  the  successful  prosecution 
of  this  branch  of  sport,  and  extreme  care  has  been 
necessary  in  the  selection  and  manipulation  of 
tackle  to  do  much  good  in  this  particular  line. 
Trout  have  risen  fairly  well  to  the  May  Fly,  but 
few  fish  exceeding  21b.  have  been  captured. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Universal  Angling  Association,  the  oldest 
angling  society  in  Hull,  opened  their  season  on 
Whit  Monday  by  fishing  a  sweepstakes  on  the 
River  Hull  at  Cicey,  but  sport  was  only  moderate  ; 
yet  all  members  caught  fish,  and  the  outing  was 
much  enjoyed.  The  first  three  prizes  were  taken 
by  Messrs.  G.  B.  Cheeseman,  A.  Cheeseman,  and 
J.  R.  Ward.  They  will  fish  their  first  club  match 
on  June  17,  and  have  a  most  pleasurable  outing  to 
the  River  Ancholme  vi&  steamboat  across  the 
Humber  to  New  Holland,  train  to  Barton,  then  by 
conveyances  over  the  hills  to  Hookstow ;  and  on 
J une  20  will  send  a  team,  captained  by  Mr.  J.  Cheese- 
man, to  compete  in  the  Hull  Preservation  Society's 
"Cutting"  Challenge  Cup  Competition,  which  will 
take  place  that  day  on  the  Ancholme  at  Ferriby 
Sluice.  The  river  Hull,  the  Driffield  Canal,  and 
other  tributaries  are  all  in  first-class  order  for  fly, 
minnow,  or  worm  fishing ;  and  during  the  week 
a  few  very  good  trout  have  been  secured.  From 
Hull  Bridge  down  to  Dunswell  sport  has  been  very 
good  amongst  flounders  and  eels,  and  one  gentle- 
man, fishing  near  to  Gibraltar,  on  Monday  (June  1), 
secured  a  nice  trout  of  about  21b.  The  lower  por- 
tion of  the  river  is  alive  with  coarse  fish. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

With  all  our  men  away,  scattered  over  the  country 
in  search  of  sport,  it  is  hard  work  to  get  news  for 
these  notes.  There  is  nothing,  even  from  Warring- 
ton, of  interest,  beyond  the  fact  that  the  turn  out 
has  been  a  large  one.  By  all  accounts  the  armual 
match  of  the  Bolton  Association,  always  fished  in 
Whit  week,  promises  to  be  as  big  a  success  as 
ever ;  and  at  the  time  of  writing  there  is  every 
prospect  of  a  fine  day  for  this  great  event. 
Great  preparations  and  great  expectations  were 


leading  items  of  interest  at  Liverpool,  but  how 
they  were  realised  is  another  thing  entirely. 
Several  notes  arriving  for  tackle  dealers  from  their 
customers  at  various  resorts  mention  the  May  Fly 
as  being  up  in  limited  quantities.  From  Ireland, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  the  season  promises  to  be  a 
disappointing  one  in  every  way.  If  this  is  the  case, 
hundreds  will  be  bitterly  disappointed. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  i?,  of  course,  far  too  early  to  speak  with  con- 
fidence of  the  sport  obtained  during  the  holidays 
by  our  city  rods.  One  thing  is  certain.  They 
cannot  complain  of  the  weather  being  wet,  for 
everything  has  favoured  the  holiday  maker.  Many 
more  rods  have  been  out  than  at  one  time  was  at 
all  likely,  and  if  they  have  not  had  good  sport 
they  do  not  say  so.  One  city  rod,  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Eden,  Carlisle  way,  in  ten  days,  has 
caught  two  hundred  and  eighty  trout  with  the  fly. 
Another  city  rod  in  private  waters,  not  a  great  dis- 
tance from  Rhyl,  on  June  1,  had  four  fish,  61b. 
Other  city  rods  on  the  Bollin  last  week-end  did 
well.  The  best  fish  for  the  week  is  a  trout  of 
lib.  15|oz.  There  has  been  a  fair  rise  of  the  May 
Fly  on  June  2  and  3.  On  J  une  1  the  Union  Chapel 
Angling  Society  opened  the  season  with  the  first 
stage  of  the  championship  competition.  Mr.  W. 
Rhodes  headed  the.  list  with  lib.  8|oz.,  Mrs.  R. 
Leigh  being  a  good  second  with  lib.  Soz.  The  other 
weights  are  only  moderate. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  anglers  have  been  numerous  during  the  holi- 
days, and  on  the  tributaries  Dover  Beck,  Smite,  and 
Greet  some  choice  fish  have  been  creeled  with  the 
various  kinds  of  bait.  The  best  specimen  caught 
on  the  Lower  Greet  for  some  time  past  has  been 
taken  by  Mr.  T.  Lewis,  of  the  City  Fox  and  Owl 
Society ;  it  weighed  21b.  7oz.,  and  is  being  pre- 
served by  Mr.  Rose,  Mount-street,  City.  The  hot 
weather  has  had  a  marked  effect  on  the  spawning 
of  barbel,  chub,  roach,  and  bream  on  the  Trent, 
which,  at  the  period  of  writing,  was  running  in  low 
and  bright  volume.  The  favourite  breeding  grounds 
are  reported  to  swarm  with  fish,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  that  numbers  of  roach  and  chub  have 
already  deposited  their  ova,  and  have  betaken 
themselves  to  the  rapid  currents  for  the  purpose 
of  recuperating.  Roach  have,  in  fact,  been 
hooked  and  returned  by  anglers  while  trouting 
with  the  caddis  grub  and  gentles.  They  were 
extremely  rough,  thus  testifying  to  their  ac- 
tivity on  the  "  scours."  The  approaching  season 
promises  to  be  one  of  exceptional  interest,  and 
report  has  it  that  the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation have  secured  for  the  use  of  its  members 
the  Wilford  and  Clifton  waters,  which  are  very 
handy  to  the  city.  The  Midland  Railway  Company 
have  returned  the  privilege  cards,  which  are 
expected  to  be  available  for  distribution  on  Monday 
next.    Secretaries  please  note  this  fact. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  (June  1 
and  2)  was  grand,  both  for  pleasure-seekers  and 
anglers,  but  there  were  fewer  angling  visitors  than 
usual,  and  not  so  many  rods  out,  owing,  no  doubt, 
to  the  Teme  being  discoloured  from  the  heavy  rain 
and  tempest  that  visited  this  district  at  the  end  of 
last  week,  doing  an  immense  amount  of  damage— 
fiooding  houses  and  causing  the  loss  of  human  life 
and  of  cattle.  The  Severn  was  but  little  affected, 
but,  alas  !  there  are  so  few  trout  in  the  Worcester 
shire  portion  of  the  river  that  to  fish  for  them  is  a 
forlorn  hope.  Some  visited  club  and  private  water 
far  afield,  and  had  fair  sport  with  worm,  maggot, 
and  fly,  but  the  biggest  catch  I  have  heard  of  was 
six  brace.  aU  nice-sized  fish.  In  the  coloured  water 
of  the  Teme  one  angler  had  one-and-a-half  brace  of 
nice  trout,  and  hooked  and  returned  to  the  water 
five  or  six  large  chub.  The  twaite  are  up  in 
quantities,  and  before  the  tempest  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs 
and  Mr.  F.  James,  of  the  City  Club,  had  capital 
catches,  and  others  did  remarkably  well ;  when  the 
water  clears  they  will  give  excellent  sport,  no  doubt. 
I  have  not  had  particulars  of  what  the  salmon  nets 
have  done  during  the  week,  but  there  was  a  fine 
show  of  fish  at  the  fishmongers  on  Saturday  (May  30), 
price  about  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  calm  and  sultry,  and 
sport  only  poor.  Salmon  are  arriving  in  big  numbers 
at  the  majority  of  the  more  important  fisliing 
stations,  and  good  sport  is  looked  forward  to  at 
those  places  when  the  conditions  are  more  favour- 
able. Sea-trout  are  very  numerous  in  the  sea 
outside  the  mouth  of  Waterville  River.  While 
spinning  for  pollack,  Mr.  McMullen  caught  a 
sea-trout  in  the  Bay  near  Waterville  one  day 
last  week.  Sea-trout  are  sometimes  taken  in 
the    sea    here,    this   being   the   third  recorded 


in  recent  times.  Salmon  are  running  up  freely 
in  the  Laune,  anl  fine  sport  has  been  had 
very  often  recently  on  the  principal  Cork  rivers, 
one  angler  (Mr.  J.  B.  Massey)  getting  eight  salmon 
on  one  day  on  the  Upper  Sullane.  Sea  angling  is 
now  yielding  good  sport  along  the  southern  and 
south-western  coasts,  the  fish  principally  had  being 
pollack,  mackerel,  ling,  and  cod.  At  the  last 
Macroom  Petty  Sessions  the  Cork  Fishery  Con- 
servators, through  their  secretary,  Mr.  Edward 
Brennan,  summoned  three  young  men,  named  Denis 
Kelliher,  Humphrey  Lynch,  and  John  Scriven,  for 
illegally  using  a  net  in  prohibited  waters,  namely,  the 
Sullane,  near  Prohus.  Constable  Delaney  proved 
the  cases,  and  Constable  Corboy  gave  corroljorative 
evidence.    The  defendants  were  each  fined  £4. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


Meeting  of  the  Executive  Council  held  at 
Pbeston  on  May  30. 

The  minutes  of  last  meeting  having  been  con- 
firmed, a  discussion  took  place  on  the  question  of 
production  of  a  ticket  or  other  proof  that  proper 
payment  had  been  made  for  the  privilege  of  fishing, 
where  such  [payment  is  required,  before  accepting 
fish  weighed  in  for  prizes,  and  secretaries  were 
instructed  to  see  that  the  rule  is  rigidly  carried 
out.  It  was  stated  that  Northern  anglers  were 
free  to  fish  the  waters  of  the  river  Dane  where 
owned  by  Messrs.  Wilson,  of  Newton  Heath. 
Resolved  that  all  centres  be  requested  to  appeal 
to  their  members  to  oppose  the  Salmon  and 
Fresh  Water  Fisheries  Bill  now  before  Parlia- 
ment. The  resolutions  passed  by  the  preliminary 
Conference  of  Anglers  at  Birmingham  were  unani- 
mously adopted.  A  code  of  standing  orders  was 
adopted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  and  circulated 
to  all  centres  and  unattached  clubs.  It  was  decided 
to  cancel  the  arrangement  to  hold  the  grand  fishing 
match  on  the  Bridgwater  Canal,  and  to  "hold  it 
instead  on  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  at  Tatten- 
hall-road  and  Waverton  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
June  27.  It  was  announced  that  a  Preston  gentle- 
man had  offered,  free  of  cost  except  carriage,  2,000 
Soz.  perch  to  be  placed  in  the  Lancaster  Canal, 
and  the  offer  was  accepted  with  best  thanks 
to  the  donor.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Lan- 
caster Canal  manager,  stating  that  the  length 
from  Bell's  Bridge  to  Ratcliffe  Bridge,  near 
Scorton,  was  now  reserved.  Secretaries  are  requested 
to  make  it  known  to  their  members.  An  extra 
charge  of  £2  2s.,  made  on  Preston  anglers  for 
fishing  in  Lancaster  Canal,  was  ordered  to  be  paid 
by  the  Association.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Council 
will  be  held  at  Crewe  on  September  12.  The  Council 
were  afterwards  entertained  to  an  excellent  tea  by 
the  chairman  and  members  of  the  Preston  Centre, 
and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  for  their 
hospitaUty.  Thos.  W.  Redford,  Hon.  Sec. 


BLENHEIM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Nearly  fifty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to 
the  annual  dinner  on  Thursday  week.  Mr.  L. 
Gerald  Freedman  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
R.  G.  Woodruff,  who  were  supported  by  a  host  of 
influential  gentlemen.  Telegrams  regretting  in- 
ability to  attend  were  read  from  Dr.  Foley  ^and 
Messrs.  Jackson,  Adrian  Lumley,  and  G. '  H. 
Howard.  The  dinner  and  programme  were  excellent. 
After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  the  chairman  proposed 
"The  Blenheim  Anghng  Society."  He  referred  to 
the  progress  of  the  society,  and  the  ten  miles  of 
water  in  good  fishing  country,  of  which  it  was  the 
lessor,  and  on  which  three  bailiffs  were  employed. 
They  were  in  a  position  therefore  to  do  a  lot  in  the 
interests  of  angling,  and  speaking  of  a  little  criticism 
levelled  at  them  a  year  ago,  he  felt  that  in  coupling 
the  toast  with  the  name  of  the  secretary — who  had 
interested  himself  in  angling  in  a  general  way — that 
name  was  sufficient  guarantee  that  no  harm  had 
been  done  the  public  ;  rather  the  reverse,  for  from 
judicious  preservation  they  stood  to  gain  everything 
at  a  purely  nominal  cost.  Mr.  A.  Derry,  in  reply,  ex° 
pressed  pleasure  at  the  reception  accorded  the  toast. 
He  said  the  members  were  proud  of  their  efforts  on 
behalf  of  the  Thames,  and  of  their  reputation  in  the 
metropolis.  With  anecdotes  and  figures  he  sketched 
its  progress,  and  concluded  by  announcing  that  the 
chairman  had  accepted  the  office  of  president,  and 
Mr.  Adrian  Lumley  and  Mr.  Councillor  Sparks  that 
of  vice-presidents,  while  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  had 
joined  them  as  a  member.  Prizes  were  then  dis- 
tributed to  twenty-three  members,  the  first  three 
being  Messrs.  Wilkins,  Yarham,  and  Cracknell. 
The  Chairman  in  proposing  "  The  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion "  dwelt  upon  the  value  of  the  organisation  and 
the  good  work  accomplished  by  the  Association, 
and  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  in  the  course  of  liis  reply. 
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Al^OLERS^    HOTELS,   FISHIl^O   QUARTERS,  &c. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

Anglers  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT  LOCHS 
excellent  SEA  TROUT  PISHING  in 
estuary  of  the  famous  River  Naver,  and 
good  SEA  FISHING.  Boats  on  all 
lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.    Apply — 

BETTYHILL  HOTEL,  BY  THURSO,  N.B. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Boute — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires  :  "  Culag,  Lochinver." 
 JOHN  MACKENZIE. 

OBKNEr. 

BARONY  HOTEL,  BIRSAY. 

Befet  Fishing  Centre  and  Health  Resort, 
near  Lochs  Birsay,  Hunland,  and 
Swannay.  These  fine,  large  lochs  are  now 
strictly  preserved,  and  number  of  boats 
limited.  Lochs  Harrey  and  Stennis  are 
more  distant,  but  can  also  be  fished  from 
here.    Sea  close  by. 

John  Spence,  Proprietor. 

ORKNEY.  " 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loug-hanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish 
ing,  &c.  New  light  railway,  2|  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom 
modation  and  full  particulars,  from 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  ANION'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL 


Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Masoji's  Arms  Hotel. 
Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo, 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHINO  on  four  loughs — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  ClABKE. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,5'>0 
acres  of  Free  Fishing—Spring  and  Summer 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb.  to 
4  lb.  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
12  lb.  and  over.  Very  large  Pike  have  been 
captured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2sittingrooms 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S 

KILREA,  CO. 


HOTEL, 

DERRY. 


SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refnrnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9.s-. 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  £2  ;  week,  7,«.  6rf  • 
and  day,  2«.  6c/.— to  fish  all  that  stretch  from  tlie 
Wen-  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21.s'.  per  week,  and  day,  5s.  Boat 
and  man,  5.y.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  eo.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  Healy. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL 

BALLINROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  U  miles 
llstant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.    Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor, 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 

DUNKINEELY,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Five  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishing 
Oiley  River,  four  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout 
Fishing  on  Stragar  River.  Two  excellent  Brown 
Trout  and  Char  Lakes.Good  Sea  Fishing— Pollack 
Mackerel,  etc.  Fishing  free  to  Hotel  Visitors! 
Good  boats  and  men.  Beautiful  scenery.  Five 
minutes  from  Railway.  Good  accommodation 
Terms  moderate.  Also  4,001)  acres  carefully 
preserved  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Woodcock,  Snipe, 
Partridge,  and  Hare  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel.    Can  be  let  at  per  day  or  otherwise. 


oav  THE  ssporzr. 

The  Donegal  Highlands.  —  Salmon, 
a  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  on  the 
very  bank  of  Gweedore  River,  within 
a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon  pools, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes' 
drive  of  Crolly  Railway  Station. 

Te^ca  m  s— Pro  PRIETOR. 


FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

MOTELS : 

GORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN, 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management.  Visitors  can  fish  both  River 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- 
mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
n  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate. — For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "  Manager, 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams^ 
'  Flynn,  Ballina." 


BOYLE'S    HOTEL,  DUNGLOE 

CO.  JtONKUAh 

Salmon  Fishing,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout  Fishin" 
Lough  Anure,  Crolly  River,  and  Rosses  Fishery. 
Best  and  cheapest  to  be  olitained  in  Ireland 
Situated  in  the  Donegal  Highlands,  within  three 
miles  of  Lough  Meala ;  Dungloe  Road  Railway 
Station.  Splendid  mountain  and  coast  scenery 
Sea  Fishing.  Boyle's  Hotel  commands  a  fine  view 
of  Dungloe  Bay,  Good  accommodation  and  all 
information  as  regards  Fishing  can  be  obtained  at 
Hotel. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

09  THK 

PISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  FublUhen, 
Price  8s.  6«l. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 
RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OUGHTERARD. 

Close  to  Lough.    Free  Fishing.    Trout,  Salmon 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Corrili  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  3' 
si|uaie  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  san 
tary  airang-ements  on  the  most  modern  system 

Inclusive  hotel  ch-irges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUO  HI  ON,  Proprietor 


LOUGH  CORRIB.- KILBEG  HOTEL. 

Slieltered  liy  pine  ivoods  ;  centrally  situated  oi 
the  shores  of  Lough  Corrib,  between  Galway, 
Cong,  and  Oughterar.l.  Every  convenience  ;  free 
Hshing ;  no  waste  of  time  or  car  hire  ;  daily 
mail ;  good  men  and  boats ;  steamer  plyin 
between  Galway  and  Cong  calls  at  landing  sta^ 
twice  daily.    Now  is  the  time  for  the  big  pike 
and  trout,  plenty  of  salmon  on  the  run.  'Write 
for  inclusive  terms  to  proprietor,  T.  MURPHY 
Kilbeg,  Headford,  co.  Galway. 


LOUGHS  MASK  &  CORRIB. 

The  Best  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
British  Isles.  Hotel  convenient  to  both 
Loughs;  also  40,000  acres  excellent 
Rough  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel.  All  free  to  visitors.  Terms  in- 
clusive and  moderate.  Apply  Proprietor — 

JMTount    Ga,1ble  Hotel, 

CLONBUR,  IRELAND. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  CEDES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathin 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  Zd.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


MERRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake— the  best 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing  ;  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
cuisine.— Apply, 

JOHN  H,  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


Llcmdrindod  Wells. 


ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Tpout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 

Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 


BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

ANGLESEY,  NORTH  WALES. 

Under  Nev7  Management.  Trout  Fish- 
ing in  Coron  Lake,  best  in  North  Wales, 
vyith  fly,  minnow,  or  worm.  Central  for 
Anglesey  Waters  ;  mostly  free.  Sea  and 
Coarse  Fishing  at  convenient  distance. 
Free  use  of  boats,  and  moderate  terms. 
Apply,  Owen  Mobbis,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
icres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
ashing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
isitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3.*.  Good 
yole  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
he  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
■Season,  £10  ;  mouth,  £5 ;  fortnightly,  £3  ; 
*eek,  £2 ;  day,  10s. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
booking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
lass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Bertha  for  6 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Glood  opportunity  for 
s^hing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disapix)lntment. 
Terms:  3Ei  ss.  per  week.— Wadsworth,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Liijcufious  and  Tnexpen.tive  Travel. 
,Sttili)ir/s  Wee/cli/, 
TROUT  and  GRAYLING  riSHING  at  Kajana, 
ajid  SALMON  FISHING  at  Yaala,  North  Finland. 
Teinis  very  moderate.    Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.    For  full  information  r.pply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Helsiugfor.s, 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 

NORWAY,  SWEDEN^ 
AND  PRUSSIA. 

W  I  L  SO  N  TJHE. 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

Best  Route  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall  ; 
LUMLEY,  NEWTON  &  DOWELL,  16,  St.  James's 
Street,  S.W.;  COOK'S,  Ludgate  Circus  ;  or  W.  B. 
BOTT&CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


HEALTH  RESORT,  KYLLBURG 

(EIFEL). 

Railway  Station  (rapid  trains  stop),  between 
Cologne  and  Treves. 


EIFELER=HOF. 

Recommended  First-cla'is  Hotel  Pension.  150 
Rooms.  Every  Modern  Comfort.  Good  Attend- 
ance. Beautifully  situated.  Two  minutes  from 
Promenades  and  Parks,  with  finest  view  over 
the  Valley. 


Open   and    Covered    Verandahs.  Baths. 
Electric  Light.    Lawn  Tennis.  Hunting. 
Fishing. 

Hotel  owns  12i  niilci  of  Trout  Fishing 

on  the  Kyll  River, 
Pension  arrangements  (including  rooms)  from 
4  marks. 

VI.  SCnXSVa-E,  Proprietor.  n.STlEL,  Director. 


10'- 6" '12' 


QD.,  1  i  S.  SUIT 
0  itt  Length 
Bantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades  ;  pure  wool ;  stylish,  durable  ; 
unexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suits 
and  costumes;  patterns  free.  Thomas 
CopiTHOENE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


Very  Large.  Send  P.O.  (1/3)  for  Sample 
Tin.  The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for 
terms  to  J.  T.  Pickebsgill,  44,  Market 
Place,  Keighley,  Yorks. 


NEWBURY. 

FURNISHED  HOUSE, 

with  good  Fishing.  Contains  eight  bed- 
rooms, bath  room  (h.  and  c),  dining  and 
drawing  rooms,  entrance,  and  good 
offices.  Large  gardens  and  greenhouses. 
About  miles  well-preserved  Fishing  in 
Kennet  and  canal.  Rent  £4  4s.  per 
week. — Particulars  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Day, 
Auctioneer,  Newbury. 


FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY. 

Magic  Chinese  Fish  bait  (catch  pailfuls 
f  fish), 1/0.  Secret  Fishing  Oils.  Worms, 
Maggots,  Wasp  Grubs,  1/-  per  box. 
Trout  Flies,  1/-  per  doz..  May  Flies,  2/G 
per  doz.  Trammel  Nets,  15/0.  Lists 
free  ;  carriage  paid. — John  Eggleston, 
Naturalist,  Sunderland. 


THE 

Indian  Sporrina  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClBOULATBS  THRODaHOUT  INDIA,  CEYLON, 
BUKMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 
The  Only  Illusttated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FOEMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOE,  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16«.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  5d.,  post  free.  Id. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  OV  Indu  Fresa 
Bombay. 

LONDON  OFFICE  :  121,  FLEET  STILEET,  E.C. 
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set  at  rest  anyone  who  may  have  been  scared  at 
recent  correspondence  anent  the  daring  aspirations 
of  a  progressive  body.  The  toasts  of  "The 
Visitors"  and  "The  Chairman "  were  given,  and 
the  National  Anthem  closed  the  most  successful 
dinner  the  Blenheim  have  ever  held. 

Hon.  Repoeter. 


letters  to  the  Ebttcr* 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

COLOUR  OF  BODIES  OF  MAY  FLIES. 

Deae  Sie, — A  propoa  of  your  remarks  upon  the 
subject  of  the  variation  of  colour  in  May  Flies,  may 
I  point  out  to  you  that  there  are  two  sorts  of  May 
Flies  occurring  in  this  country,  often  in  the  same 
stream.  One  has  a  body  of  a  clear  milky  white — 
apart  from  the  brown  markings ;  the  other  has  a 
body  of  a  dirty  muddy  green,  the  wings  of  the 
latter  being  much  greener  than  the  other.  You  will 
see  both  kinds  well  illustrated  in  Ronald's  "  Fly- 
fishers'  Entomologj'."  I  have  seen  the  variation  of 
the  two  kinds  well  illustrated  in  a  week  I  once 
spent  on  the  Lower  Kennet  waiting  for  the  fly  to 
come  up.  I  arrived  on  the  water  at  the  end  of  May, 
and  found  quite  a  fair  rise  of  the  kind  with  the 
green  wing  and  the  muddy  body.  The  dace  and 
the  small  chub  were  dealing  earnestly  and  faithfully 
with  them,  but  there  was  no  big  fish  stirring,  and  I 
saw  nothing  move  except  small  chub  till  the  sixth 
day — a  Sunday — when  I  saw  a  few  of  the  pale- 
bcdied  fly  in  the  air,  and  spotted  a  trout  rising  to 
them.  I  got  him  next  day,  a  nice  fish  of  31b.  lOoz. 
I  came  down  a  week  later  for  an  afternoon  and 
found  the  trout  well  on,  getting  between  four  and 
eight  o'clock  six  fish  (one  a  chub  of  41b.,  the  rest 
trout)  which  came  within  5oz.  of  1 81b.,  besides 
returning  about  a  dozen  chub  from  21b.  to  31b. 
On  Saturday,  May  23,  I  was  on  the  same  water. 
I  saw  a  few  of  the  green-winged  and  dirty-bodied 
May  Flies  on  the  water,  and  on  the  grass  a  good 
many  Black  Drakes  (the  male  imago),  but  again 
the  trout  were  not  on  because  they  were  waiting 
for  the  white-bodied  variety.  I  have  not  yet  (May 
29)  heard  of  the  white  variety  being  up. — Yours 
truly,  VAii  CoNsox. 

[I  was  imder  the  impression  that  we  had  only 
one  May  Fly,  at  any  rate  in  the  South  of  England, 
and  that  difference  in  colour  of  the  body  was 
merely  a  matter  of  nature  of  the  soil  or  mud  which 
the  larva  hves  in.  Is  "  Val  Conson"  certain  that 
there  are  two  different  sorts,  even  on  the  same 
streams  ?  The  "Green"  and  "  Grey  "  Drakes  are 
surely  different  names  for  the  same  fly  at  different 
periods  of  its  short  existence.  When  first  hatched 
the  wings  have  a  more  opaque  heavy  green  tinge, 
which  is  lost  when  the  fly  moults — that  is,  when 
the  sub-imago  becomes  the  imago. — Ed.] 

ANGLING  NEAR  TUNBRIDGE  WELLS. 

Dear  Sie, — It  is  my  present  intention  to  spend 
the  autumn  vacation  at  Tunbridge  W^ells,  and  I 
should  like  to  know  if  there  is  any  fishing  to  be 
done  close  to  the  town  itself.  The  "  Angler's  Diary  " 
mentions  MOl  Pool  at  Broomhill,  and  pond  at  High 
Rocks.  Is  this  correct,  and  what  fish  are  to  be 
caught  in  these  ?  Any  information  concerning 
fishing  in  neighbourhood  would  be  most  acceptable, 
and  if  an  address  could  be  given  where  really  first- 
class  rooms  could  be  had  in  a  quiet  house,  my 
obligation  would  be  increased.  Thanking  in  advance 
anyone  who  may  reply. — Yours  truly.  Luce. 


FISHING  IN  FINLAND. 

My  dear  Me.  Marston, — With  reference  to  the 
letter  in  your  issue  of  May  23,  signed  "  Calamus,"  I 
can  assure  the  writer  of  same  that  he  is  quite  safe 
in  taking  a  lady  to  a  remote  part  of  Finland,  and 
that  anyone  going  out  to  Finland  in  quest  of  sport 
may  rely  on  his  not  being  interfered  with.  But,  of 
course,  people  going  out  to  Finland  with  a  view  to 
combining  sport  with  politics  must  not  be  astonished 
if  they  get  themselves  into  trouble. 

I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  these  questions  more  at 
length,  beyond  stating  that  the  words  "if  true," 
italicised  in  your  footnote  to  the  letter  under  con- 
sideration, hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  And  it  would 
be  a  most  excellent  thing  in  the  interests  of  a 
better  understanding  between  our  two  nations  if 
anonymous  attacks  on  the  Russian  government 
and  sensational  correspondences  from  the  pens  of 
correspondents  who  do  not  know  the  Russian 
language,  and,  therefore,  are  necessarily  limited  as 
to  the  sources  from  which  they  can  draw  their 
information,  were  taken  by  the  British  public  with 
the  necessary  "  grain  of  salt." 

If  this  should  catch  the  eye  of  my  old  friend 
Tom  P.,  I  am  auie  he  will  be  ready  to  corroborate 


my  statement  that  Russia  as  it  really  is  is  quite 
different  from  Russia  as  it  is  understood  in  England. 
— Yours  very  truly,  Paul  TcHERKiVSsov. 

St.  Petersburg,  May  27. 


FISHING  IN  DENMARK. 

Deae  Sir, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  best 
places  for  fishing  with  rod  and  line  in  Jutland  are 
in  the  lakes  near  Skanderborg  and  Silkeborg,  and 
in  the  "Aaer  "  (rivers)  Guden-Aa,  Salten-Aa,  Stor-Aa, 
and  Skjern-Aa,  and  several  other  smaller  ones. 

1.  To  be  allowed  to  fish  in  the  lakes  near 
Skanderborg  you  must  become  a  member  of 
Skanderborg  Fiskeriforening  (Fishing  Society). 
Chairman,  Tsenkroemmer  Smidt,  at  Skanderborg. 
The  fee  is  3kr.  the  year,  or  you  can  pay  25  ore 
the  day.  The  angling  for  pike,  perch,  and  eels  is 
very  good  here ;  salmon  not  so  good.  At  Hotel 
Skandinavian  you  can  have  room  and  board  for 
3-4ikr.  per  day. 

2.  By  becoming  member  of  Silkeborg  Fiskerifo- 
rening— chairman,  Kancelliraad  Mr.  Oscar  Lund, 
Silkeborg,  who  is  always  most  amiable  and  ready 
to  give  information  concerning  anyling  in  the  lakes 
near  Silkeborg,  in  Guden-Aa  and  Salten-Aa — you 
pay  2kr.  the  year,  and  are  allowed  fishing  in  the 
lakes.  I  would  advise  you  to  go  to  Silkeborg,  stay 
at  Hotel  Silkeborg — very  good  hotel — and  then 
consult  Mr.  Lund  as  to  the  best  places. 

3.  The  best  places  at  Gudenaaen  are  from 
Langsoan  to  Randers,  but  as  this  part  is  private 
permission  must  be  obtained  from  the  estate 
owners.    Mr.  Lund  will  help  you. 

4.  The  best  places  at  Salten-Aa  are  west  off 
Katrinedals  MoUe  (mill).  Obliged  to  enter  the 
Salten-Aa  Fishing  Society,  lokr.  Mr.  Lund  will 
arrange  all.  Near  Guden-Aa  can  be  recommended 
lodgings  at  Svostrup  Kro  (inn),  clean  but  modest 
rooms,  good  food.  At  Salten-Aa  is  Mr.  Jensen, 
Fuglsang,  recommended,  accustomed  to  have 
Enghsh  anglers, 

5.  Hotel  Eyde  at  Herning,  good  hotel,  rooms 
from  2kr.,  dinner  2kr.  The  best  places  are  2-3 
Danish  miles,  about  10-14  English  miles,  from 
Herning,  either  by  road  or  rail.  The  fishing  in 
Storaaen  is  good,  and  at  most  places  you  are 
allowed  fishing  free  of  charge,  or  by  paying  a  small 
fee  to  the  proprietor  of  the  place — should  he  ask  for 
it.  If  you  want  it  I  can  perhaps  get  you  more 
information  as  to  places,  inns  at  which  to  stay,  as 
it  is  rather  far  from  Herning. 

6.  In  the  Stor-Aa,  near  Holstebro,  is  also  good 
fishing,  and  in  Holstebro- Aa. 

7.  In  Skjern-Aa,  too  ;  the  Inn,  at  Trolhede,  is 
good.  There  are  several  inns  about  here.  It  is 
mostly  salmon,  pike,  and  "stalling,"  a  sort  of 
salmon— grayling  [Thymallua  vulgaris)  I  think  you 
call  them  you  get  here. 

If  you  want  further  information,  please  let  me 
know. — Yours  truly,        A.  Borring,  Secretary. 
Den  danske  Turistforenings  Bureau, 
Ny  Ostergade  7,  Copenhagen. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  B.  for  this  information. 
—Ed.] 


Deae  Sie, — By  this  post  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
send  you  a  map  of  Denmark,  with  the  best  aaer 
(rivers)  marked  red.  The  only  real  salmon  fishing 
at  Frisenvold,  near  Randers,  is  in  private  hands, 
and  is,  I  suppose,  not  much  good. 

Trout  fishing  is  best  in  Karup-Aa,  average,  Jib.  to 
^Ib.,  often  seen  21b.  to  31b.  Day  tickets  at  Viborg 
(Hotel  Preisler)  ;  there  is  a  very  poor  inn  at  Karup. 
Trout  fishing  fairly  good  in  Guden-Aa  from  Svostrup 
to  Ans  ;  both  places  have  a  small  inn.  Rather  many 
pike  and  perch  in  Gudenaaen.  The  trout  caught 
here  rather  big,  \\h.  to  21b.,  often  seen  them  up  to 
121b.    Salmon  occasionally  caught. 

The  best  fishing  in  Jylland  is  the  grayling  fishing 
in  Kongeaaen  (the  border  between  Germany  and 
Denmark  :  only  free  fishing  from  Danish  side)  and 
in  Varde-Aa.  I  have  been  fishing  there  with 
Danish  and  English  sportsmen,  and  we  have  caught 
on  good  days  about  a  hundred  per  rod,  with  a  few 
fine  trout  of  about  lib.  to  21b.  amongst  them,  more 
than  we  cared  to  carry.  They  average  a  good  deal 
bigger  in  Kongeaaen  than  in  Varde-Aa,  but  the 
Varde-Aa  is  full  of  fish. 

If  any  English  anglers  wish  to  try  a  trip  to 
Denmark,  I  should  recommend  the  line  Parkstone- 
Esbjerg ;  from  there  two  hours'  train  to  the  old 
town  of  Ribe,  staying  at  Klubben's  Hotel,  where 
the  landlord  will  be  able  to  give  any  further  in- 
formation about  Kongeaaen.  Three  hours  from 
there,  Varde  (Damkjoer's  Hotel) ;  then  diligence  to 
Afolby  (very  poor  inn),  close  to  the  Varde-Aa.  I 
have  seen  and  caught  grayling  of  21b.,  and  heard  of 
31b.,  but  have  never  seen  them.  On  fine  days  lib. 
to  l§lb.  are  often  caught. 

The  few  native  fishermen  use  long  poles,  fishing 
with  dry  fly,  I  suppose  in  the  same  style  as  the 
English  dapping. 


In  September  I  shall  be  staying  in  Ribe,  and 
shall  be  glad  to  help  any  English  angler.  As  an 
artist  painter  I  am  very  often  travelling  round  the 
country,  but  letters  to  my  Copenhagen  address 
will  always  find  me. — Yours  truly, 

Gothersgade  143,  Soya  Je>sen. 

Copenhagen. 

P.S. — Several  artists  in  Copenhagen  have  a  private 
water  at  Buderupholm,  near  Aalborg,  well  stocked 
with  trout  (average  ^Ib.),  with  a  furnished  house, 
etc  ,  where  they  want  a  few  shareholders.  The 
price  for  the  share  is  lOOkr.  (about  £5  lOs.);  you 
understand — once,  not  yearly.  They  pay  about  four 
per  cent.,  so  the  house  and  grounds  are  cheap. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Jensen,  who  is,  I 
beheve.  President  of  the  Danish  Art  Society.  This 
is  the  best  information  I  have  ever  had  about 
angling  in  Denmeirk. — Ed.] 


COARSE  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  letter  of  J.  R. 
Graham  in  your  issue  of  May  23  and  your  editorial 
remarks  thereon,  I  am  afraid  you  have  fallen  into 
an  error  in  supposing  Slapton  Ley  to  be  a  private 
water,  as  only  a  part  of  it  is  preserved,  the  fishing 
rights  over  the  remainder  going  with  the  Sands 
Hotel,  and  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Cobley,  would  give 
full  information  to  anyone  applying  for  same. 

Mr.  Graham  could  not  find  a  better  combination 
of  good  coarse  fishing  and  sea  air  I  am  satisfied  in 
any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

I  cDme  here  several  times  every  year  for  this  very 
combination,  and  am  now  on  my  second  visit  this 
season,  and  invariably  get  excellent  sport. 

The  Sands  Hotel  is  right  on  the  edge  of  the  sea, 
— Yours  truly,  A  Regular  Visitor, 


STRANGE  FISH  AT  CHRISTCHURCH. 

Dear  Sir, — A  few  weeks  back  two  unusual 
captures  were  made  by  the  salmon  nets  at  Mude- 
ford,  near  Christchurch — one  a  bream,  4^1b.,  the 
other  a  king  carp,  131b.,  weights  not  guaranteed, 
but  not  far  wrong.  The  fish  were  taken  in  "  the 
run"  where  the  water  is  more  salt  than  fresh.  I 
believe  that  Mr.  Newlyn,  Exeter  Hotel,  Bourne- 
mouth, originally  placed  these  fish  in  the  river 
Stour.  It  would  be  very  interesting  if  he  could 
give  us  date  and  weight  when  turned  out,  ditto 
when  taken. — Yours  truly.  Luce. 


EELS  IN  THE  RIVER  LEA. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Howse  does  not  say  there  were 
no  small  eels  included  in  the  catch  mentioned.  It 
raises  the  interesting  question,  what  would  be  the 
age  of  those  from  41b.  to  5ilb.  in  weight  ?  They 
might  have  ascended  as  elvers  before  the  pollution 
of  the  river,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  years 
ago,  presuming  the  evil  was  not  so  bad  at  that 
time,  I  put  some  elvers  in  a  pond,  free  from  fish, 
and  having  no  outlet.  They  died,  frozen  into  the 
ice,,  in  the  year  '96.  These  were  then  fourteen 
years  old,  aud  about  \\\h.  in  weight.  The  river 
Lea  feeding  was  probably  belter,  but  the  rate  of 
increase  in  the  early  years  is  more  rapid  than  later 
on.  What  is  the  probable  age  of  a  51b.  eel  ? — Yours 
truly,  F.  G.  Ha  ward. 

[The  keeper  of  the  Amwell  Magna  Water  sent 
me  word  that  he  had  also  caught  several  small  eels. 
I  know  that  in  1879  and  1880,  and  perhaps  later, 
there  were  large  numbers  of  eels  in  the  Lea. — Ed.] 

FISHING  ROUND  WARWICK, 

Deae  Sir, — I  notice  your  correspondent  "  War- 
wick "  inquires  for  some  fishing  round  Warwick. 
My  experience  of  a  good  few  miles  of  the  Warwick- 
shire Avon  leads  me  to  think  August  and  September 
the  best  months.  There  are  places  round  Warwick 
(several  mills)  where  fishing  can  be  got  for  a  small 
payment,  also  permits  granted,  I  think,  here  and 
there,  from  Warwick  down  to  Shakespeare's  town. 
If  "Warwick"  communicates  to  me  what  he 
requires,  I  will  do  my  best. — Yours  truly, 

Smethwick.  W.  Liggiks. 


APPEAL  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  FAMILY  OF 
A  THAMES  PROFESSIONAL  FISHERMAN. 

Dear  Sir. — Enclosed  you  will  find  subscription 
list  on  behalf  of  the  widow  and  four  little  children 
of  the  late  Edward  Howard,  Fisherman,  of  Rich- 
mond, who  was  taken  suddenly  ill  and  died  within 
a  week.  Would  you  kindly,  through  the  columns  of 
your  paper,  use  your  influence  in  support  of  this 
list  to  help  us  to  get  a  little  support  for  the  -wife 
and  little  ones  ?  You  will  see  by  the  list  the  names 
of  some  very  good  gentlemen  who  have  consented 
to  have  their  names  appended. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Gillespie,  Hon.  Sec. 

Jlichmond  Bridge. 

[Any  subscriptions  sent  to  the  hon.  sec.  will  be 
handed  over  to  the  hon,  treasurer. — Ed.] 
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TROUT  FISHING  CLOSES  EARLIER  ON  THE 
HEREFORDSHIRE  WYE  AND  TRIBUTARIES. 

Dear  Sir, — Ifc  will  no  doubt  be  of  interest  to 
those  anglers  who  are  in  the  habit  of  spending  a 
holiday  on  the  above  river  or  any  of  its  tributaries 
(the  Monnow,  for  instance)  to  hear  that  the  season 
for  trout  fishing  has  been  shortened  by  the  Wye 
Conservancy  Board  this  year.  I  give  a  portion  of 
the  bye-law  relating  to  the  alteration.  The  board 
have  gone  to  the  extent  this  time  of  printing  the 
bye-laws  and  prices  of  rod  and  netting  licences, 
including  a  licence  for  a  night-line,  on  the  back  of 
the  trout  licence,  which  has  now  somewhat  the 
appearance  of  a  policy  of  insurance. 

The  bye-law  in  point  reads  as  follows: — "No.  14. 
— The  period  during  which  it  shall  be  illegal  to  take 
or  kill  trout  in  the  Wye  Fishery  District  is  hereby 
altered,  so  that  such  period  shall  commence  on 
Sept.  2  and  terminate  on  March  1,  both  days 
inclusive." 

Consequently  there  will  be  legally  no  trout 
fishing  in  the  Wye  after  Sept.  1,  1903,  and  the 
trout  fisher  must  bid  good-bye  to  his  September 
angling.  Perhaps,  after  all,  the  alteration  is  a  wise 
one,  for  in  many  instances  trout  are  heavy  in  spawn 
by  the  second  week  in  September. — Yours  faithfully, 

Penarth.  Ernest  Webster. 


ROACH  FROM  IRELAND, 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  request  at  foot  of 
my  letter  in  your  issue  of  May  1 6,  I  hope  to  be  in 
Ireland  next  July,  and  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to 
sen^  you  one  or  two  roach  from  the  lake.  I  took 
the  roach  which  has  led  to  this  correspondence. — 
Yours  truly,  VV.  N.  C, 

Croydon. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  "W,  N,  C."  for  his  promise, 
and  shall  be  glad  if  he  will  kindly  have  the  fish 
cleaned  and  powdered  inside  and  out  with  powdered 
borax,  as  fish  will  not  keep  good  in  July  on  a  long 
journey. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  LLANDUDNO. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  asteem  it  a  very  great  favour 
if  you  or  any  of  your  correspondents  could  furnish 
me  with  particulars  re  the  fishing  at  Llandudno  in 
Wales;  I  shall  be  there  in  July  and  August.  Also 
particulars  as  to  bait  or  fly,  and  probable  cost  as  I 
do  not  want  to  pay  very  much.  Trout  and  grayling 
fishing  preferred. — Yours  truly.  Angler. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  in  the  next  issue  (if  possible)  the 
best  fishing  places  (trout)  in  the  Ardennes  district  ? 
Is  the  fishing  free  and  good  in  July,  and  which 
would  be  the  best  hotels  to  stop  at 't 
you  in  anticipation. — Yours  faithfully. 

May  29.  W, 

P.S. — Any  information  as  to  flies 
fishing  there  would  be  esteemed. 


Thanking 

H.  McL. 

r  mode  of 


TROUT  FISHING   NEAR  LEWES,  SUSSEX. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  the  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  inform  me  what  trout  or 
other  fishing  I  can  get,  and  how  to  obtain  it,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lewes,  Sussex  ? — Yours  truly. 

Sedge  Fly. 


FISHING  NEAR  ELIE,  FIFE. 

Dear  Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  ask  your  readers 
for  any  information  regarding  brown  and  sea-trout 
fishing  which  may  be  obtainable  within  about  three 
hours'  rail  from  Elie,  Fife,  during  August  and  early 
September,  loch  or  river. — Yours  truly, 

Birkenhead,  May  24.  Piscator, 


HOW  TO  KEEP  WORMS, 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you,  or  any  of  your  readers, 
kindly  inform  me  how  to  keep  worms  in  large 
quantities  ?  Of  course  they  would  have  to  be 
collected  as  soon  as  possible,  as  they  would  be 
wanted  for  use  in  the  hot  months — July  to  Sep- 
tember. For  any  information  I  should  be  much 
obliged. — Yours  truly,  H.  W.  R. 


GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  WANTED  IN  IRE- 
LAND DURING  JULY,  ESPECIALLY  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir,- — Will  some  of  your  readers  be  so  good 
as  to  advise  me  with  regard  to  the  above  ?  It  is 
my  intention  not  to  frequent  the  best  known  Irish 
fishing  centres,  but  to  put  up  at  a  farmhouse  on  the 
banks  of  Lough  Mask  or  Corrib,  away  from  the  usual 
run  of  tourists  and  expensive  hotels.  An  experienced 
boatman,  boat,  and  good  fishing  are  all  one  desires, 
isolation  being  an  extra  charm.  Doubtless  one  of 
your  readers  would  be  willing  to  recommend  such  a 
spot,  and  would  earn  the  grateful  thanks  of — Youra 
truly.       ^  W,  B.  S. 


FISHING  COMPANION  WANTED, 
Dear  Sir, — I  intend  visiting  Lough  Mask  at  the 
beginning  of  August,  and  should  like  to  correspond 
with  a  keen  flv  fisherman  who  would  join  me  for  a 
week  or  so  fly  fishing  there.  I  am  fairly  well 
acquainted  with  the  lough  and  have  engaged  rooms. 
—Yours  truly.  F.  Gordon  Haward. 

123,  Norwich-road,  IpsWich, 

SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  IN 
JULY. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  one  of  your  readers  be  kind 
enough  to  recommend  an  inexpensive  place  in 
Ireland  where  fair  sea-trout  (with  a  chance  of  a 
salmon)  fishing  can  be  obtained  in  July.  I  have 
tried  Dungloe  (Donegal)  and  Waterville  with  in- 
different success. — Yours  very  truly, 

Enquirer. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  propose  going  to  Ireland  at  the  end 
of  July  for  a  fortnight  with  a  friend,  and  should 
feel  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  could  recommend 
a  good  river  where  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  or 
brown  trout  are  to  be  had  at  moderate  cost. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly. 

Wanderer, 


CLASP  NAILS  FOR  FISHING  BOOTS  AND 
WADING  BROGUES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  sample  of  clasp  nails  fixed 
as  for  brogues,  etc.  Kindly  test  holding  capacity. 
Have  had  plenty  made,  owing  to  many  applica- 
tions, and  can  now  supply  any  quantity,  8d.  per  lb. 
After  being  worn  or  used  in  brogues  and  once  wet, 
the  leather  sets  to  the  nail  so  that  they  will  not 
come  out. — ^ Yours  truly,  W.  Liggins. 

Smethwick. 

[The  clasp  nails  Mr.  Liggins  sends  will  doubtless 
answer  the  purpose  first-rate,  but  they  are  rather 
heavier  and  not  so  neat  aa  the  Alpine  patterns. 
—Ed  ] 


THE 


BLOOD-WORM  AND  ITS  SPECIAL 
HOOK. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  his  letter  under  the  above 
heading,  Mr.  G.  E.  Simms  charges  me  with  '•  harness- 
ing a  broad-gauge  locomotive  to  a  wheel-barrow," 
as  he  quaintly  puts  it,  "in  expending  so  much  trouble 
on  the  invention  of  a  hook  for  blood-worm  fishing." 
Now,  I  do  not  think  I  have  been  guilty  of  quite  so 
absurd  a  thing  as  that.  First  of  all,  I  would  say  that 
the  "  bird-lime  dodge  "  was  not  known  to  me  when  I 
was  working  out  these  special  hooks;  and,  most 
assuredly,  it  is  the  first  time  I  have  seen  it  mentioned 
in  print.  Then,  it  is  not  everywhere  that  one  can 
get  bird-lime — not  in  this  country,  at  least,  though 
I  do  not  know  how  matters  stand  in  this  respect  in 
England.  Besides,  if  my  information  on  the  subject 
be  correct,  of  late  years  the  old  kind  of  bird-lime 
which  was  insoluble  in  water  has  had  to  give  wav 
to  new  preparations  which  are  soluble  in  water, 
thereby  ofiering  serious  advantages  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  bird-catcher.  Anyway,  in  Paris, 
where  I  first  was  introduced  to  the  "bird  lime 
dodge "  for  blood-worm  fishing,  I  was  told  that 
there  was  a  special  kind  of  it  used  for  the  purpose, 
called  "  Glu-Snia  "  ;  that  the  man  who  used  to  make 
it  had  recently  died,  and  that  it  was  not  to  be 
obtained  now.  I  hunted  up  all  likely  places  in 
search  of  it,  and  my  efforts  were  wasted — "nary 
Snia ! " 

I  have  a  few  formulae  for  bird-lime  in  English 
and  German  books,  but  find  (I)  that  they 
are  pretty  complicated,  and  (2)  worst  of  all, 
that  some  of  the  ingredients  are  not  to  be 
obtained  in  this  part  of  this  country  (berries  of 
mistletoe  and  bark  of  holly).  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  still  think  that  it  was  no  wasting  of  time 
to  elaborate  the  special  hooks  described  in  my 
communication  on  the  blood-worm,  and  that  the 
diamond-spring  "  hook  in  its  smallest  sizes  (and  it 
certainly  can  be  made  as  small  as  No.  20  of  the 
Redditch  scale)  will  prove  just  as  efficient  as  the 
'bird-lime  dodge,"  besides  being  simpler  and  more 
pleasant  to  use  than  the  former.  So  you  see  my 
'  locomotive  "  is  not  quite  so  terribly  out  of  pro- 
portion to  my  "  wheel-barrow  "  after  all. 

There  is,  however,  another  excellent  bait  in  con- 
nection with  which  the  "bird-lime  dodge"  might 
prove  very  useful — namely,  ants'  eggs,  as  mentioned 
in  my  communication  of  May  16.  Brother  anglers, 
make  a  note  of  this,  and  let  us  hear  about  the 
results. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Simms  for  his  indication 
regarding  the  Corethra  plumicornis,  and  shall  try  to 
ascertain  whether  it  is  to  be  found  in  this  country, 
and  I  am  certainly  very  pleased  to  see  that  my 
communication  has  attracted  the  attention  of  other 
anglers  to  this  most  killing  bait. — Yours  very  truly, 

St.  Petersburg,  Paul  Tcherkassov. 

May  27. 
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The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co- 
operation between  its  members  in  everything  affecting-  their 
interests  and  rights. 

It  also  acts  as  a  private  agency  for  letting  the  fishings  or 
sporting  rights  of  its  members  in  Norway  and  Sweden. 

As  the  members  hold  fishing  rights  upon  the  principal  Nor- 
wegian rivers,  the  Association  is  in  a  position  to  refer  persons 
desirous  of  taking  fishings  in  Norway  to  reliable  sources  of 
information. 

For  further  details,  and  for  lists  of  fishings,  &c.,  to  be  let  by 

members,  apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec,  „  

Chard,  Somerset.  A.  VENABLES  KYBKE. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITORj 


Mr,-  Grimble's  Articles  on  Salmon  and  Sea- 
Trout  Fishing. 
The  series  of  very  interesting  and  useful  articles 
on  inexpensive  Scottish  salmon  and  sea-trout 
fishing,  by  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble,  is  now  finished, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  Mr.  Grimble  has  done  a  series 
on  similar  lishings  in  Ireland,  which  will  begin  next 
week. 


The  Late  Rev.  H.  Gj  J;  Veitch 
("C.  Hevit,  Hon.  Chaplain  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette"), 

I  could  not  get  a  portrait  in  time  to  give  it  last 
week,  but  thanks  to  his  son,  Mr.  G.  Douglas  Veitch, 
and  Mrs.  Veitch,  I  am  able  to  give  not  only  a 
portrait  of  my  late  friend,  the  Rev.  H.  G.  J.  Veitch, 


OuB  Late  "Hon.  Chaplain,"  the  Rev.  H, 
G.  J.  Veitch. 


but  also  one  or  two  other  photographs.  The 
portrait  is  a  reproduction  of  a  photograph  taken  by 
his  old  friend,  Mr.  H.  A.  Simonds,  some  years 
ago;  It  was  never  intended  for  publication,  and 
for  that  very  reason  will  be  all  the  more  appreciated 
by  the  wide  circle  of  angling  and  other  friends  who  I 
knew  him.  I  met  Mr.  Veitch  first  some  twenty 
years  ago  or  more  when  fishing  in  Hampshire,  and  | 


our  south  country  streams  were  well  known  to  him, 
and  with  his  friend,  Mr.  Henry  Collins,  of  Reading, 
founded  and  for  many  years*  carried  on  the  cele- 
brated Hungerford  Fly  Fishing  Club,  wlioh  after- 
wards migrated  to  the  Wylye,  and  is  now  probably 
the  premier  club  of  the  kind— that  is.  with  splendid 
trout  and  grayling  water  of  its  own— in  the  country. 
I  shall  never  forget  Mr.  Veitch's  kindness  when  I 


View  on  Mb.  Veitch's  Water  on  the  Nith,  neae  Eliock,  Dumpriesshibe. 


afterwards  on  the  Kennet  and  elsewhere,  and  I 
can  testify  to  his  being  an  absolutely  unselfish 
angler  and  most  delightful  company,  either  at  the 
riverside  or  in  the  club  smoking-room.' 

He  was  born  nearly  seventy  years  ago  at  Sopley, 
and  the  first  of  the  many  rivers  he  fished  was  the 
Avon,  a  few  miles  from  Christchurch,  Hants.  His 
father  was  at  that  time  Vicar  of  Sopley.  When 


took  the  late  Reuben  Wood  down  to  Hungerford 
to  show  him  what  Enghsh  dry  fly  fishing  was  like, 
and  I  know  dear  old  Reuben  never  forgot  it. 

I  am  able  by  the  courtesy  of  his  son,  who  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  to  give 
in  this  week's  number  an  unpubhshed  article 
intended  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  written  by  our 
late  ?'Hon.  Chaplain,''     It  was  found  after  his 


View  on  the  Wylye  Club's  Water  (of  which  Mb.  Veitch  was  joint  Hon.  Sec,; 


about  fourteen  years  of  age  he  was  sent  out  to 
Jerusalem,  where  his  grandfather  was  chaplain  to 
Bishop  Gobat.  In  the  hot  season  they  used  to 
camp  out  in  the  Plain  of  the  Jordan,  and  I  have 
heard  him  describe  his  sport  in  the  sacred  river, 
and  I  fancy  in  one  of  his  i'  sermons  '-  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  he  referred  to  it:  He  used  at  one  time  to 
fish  all  the  upper  waters  of  the  Clyde  and  Tweed. 
The  Coquet  he  knew  from  source  to  mouth ;  also 


death  in  his  desk  by  his  son,  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  its  sad  interest  is  heightened  by  the  first  few 
opening  lines. 

Only  a  week  or  two  ago  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  sent  me 
a  charming  letter  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Veitch^ 
who  took  the  keenest  interest  in  Mr.  Tod's  forth- 
coming book  on  wet  fly  fishing,  and  had  invited 
him  to  Eliock  to  fish  in  his  water  on  the  Nith,  a 
view  on  which  is  given  in  one  of  our  pictures — in 
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two,  in  fact,  for  in  one  he  is  seen  about  to  ga£E  a 
fish  for  Mrs.  Veitch.  Although  such  a  first-rate 
angler,  I  verily  believe  that  he  would  at  all  times 
have  preferred  to  land  a  good  fish  for  a  friend  to 
catching  it  himself.  As  he  said  to  me  the  last 
time  I  met  him,  "  I  have  had  my  turn.  I  doubt 
if  many  men  have  had  much  better  sport  with  rod 
and  gun  than  I  have.''  It  was  not  the  big  bag  he 
cared  about  or  remembered — it  was  the  getting 
some  fish  under  peculiarly  difficult  circumstances  ; 
and  it  was  rich  to  hear  him  relate  some  such 
adventure,  as  he  had  a  wonderful  memory  and 
marvellous  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  fish.  I 


Me.  Veitch  landing  a  risH  fob  his  Wipe. 


cannot  do  better  than  conclude  this  little  note  with 
a  copy  of  liis  friend  "  Red  Spinner's  '-'  nice  reference 
to  him  in  last  week's  Field. 

The  Late  Rev.  H.  G.  J.  Veitch. 

"A  large  number  of  chalk  stream  anglers  will 
hear  with  regret  that  the  Rev.  H.  G.  J.  Veitch  was 
buried  this  week.  He  died  on  his  Scotch  estate,  at 
Ehock  House,  Dumfriesshire,  aged  69,  after  a 
long  illness.  He  was  a  most  popular  landed  pro- 
prietor in  the  Lowlands,  being  one  of  a  distinguished 
old  Scottish  family,  amongst  whom  was  the 
distinguished  Lord  Advocate,  Robert  Crichton,  He 
was  a  noted  and  most  skilful  trout  angler,  and 
what  the  Nith,  which  ran  by  his  estate,  denied 
him,  he  found  in  the  old  days  at  Hungerford,  and 
in  later  years  at  the  Wylye  Club  waters.  With 
his  good  friend,  Mr.  Henry  CoUins,  of  Reading. 
Mr.  Veitch  was  for  many  years  joint  hon.  secretary 
of  the  Hungerford  Club.  He  had  been  for  thirty 
years  vicar  of  Kilmersdon,  Somersetshire,  and  as 
regularly  as  the  May  Fly  rose  on  the  Kennet  his 
genial,  handsome  face  would  be  seen  at  Hungerford. 
He  was  a  fine  example  of  the  old  angling  school  of 
Francis  Francis,  and  adopted  dry  fiy  fishing  with 
great  zeal  and  success.  He  was  a  favourite  with 
all  classes,  and  many  bright  articles  were  con- 
tributed by  him  for  the  benefit  of  anglers  in 
connection  with  the  post  to  which  he  humorously 
appointed  himself — '  Hon.  Chaplain  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette.^-  The  fimeral  was  attended  by  a  large 
country-side  gathering,  and  the  service  was  con- 
ducted by  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow  and  Galloway." — 
Fidd,  R.  B,  Maeston, 


ON  THE  ROD  QUESTION. 

My  dear  Maeston, — An  old  story,  told  me  long 
ago  by  a  dear  friend  who  joined  the  great  majority 
before  I  had  come  to  middle  age,  seems  to  me  to 
have  a  moral  which  might  be  well  impressed  upon 
those  who  have  lately  been  discussing  the  virtues 
and  vices  of  rods  of  various  weights. 

My  old  friend  was  the  son  of  a  very  celebrated 
physician.  He  was  sent  to  be  educated  at  the 
Medical  School  in  Edinburgh.  JBeing  very  clever, 
and  with  a  passion  for  scientific  investigation,  he 
gained  high  honours,  and  was  specially  noted  for 


his  researches  in  chemistry.  After  some  years 
spent  in  Edinburgh,  he  returned  to  England  to 
join  his  father,  who  was  getting  an  old  man,  and 
help  him  in  his  practice.  This  would  be  between 
1830  and  1840.  When  he  got  home  he  found  the 
old  gentleman  who  had  been  many  years  with  his 
father,  and  who  made  up  all  the  prescriptions,  and 
who  sometimes  himself  prescribed  for  simple  cases, 
still  to  the  fore  and  working  as  hard  as  ever. 

One  day,  soon  after  he  got  home,  he  happened 
to  stroll  into  the  surgery  with  a  prescription  to  be 
made  up,  and  amused  himself  by  looking  over 
some  of  those  which  were  lying  on  the  table. 
Suddenly  he  came  across  one  which  startled  and 
even  shocked  him.  "  Good  heavens !  '■'  he  ex- 
claimed ;  "you  do  not  mean  that  you  mix  all 
these  various  drugs  together  ?  Don't  you  see  that 
some  of  them  will  utterly  destroy  the  othera  ?  I 
have  not  been  working  at  chemistry  all  these  years 
for  nothing.  I  can  assure  you  that  this  mixture  is 
such  that  one  half  of  the  ingredients  will  neutralise 
the  other  half,  and  it  can  have  no  effect.'- 

The  old  gentleman  looked  at  him  over  his 
spectacles  with  a  benevolent  smile,  and  said  very 
gently :  "  Never  mind  your  chemistry,  George,  it 
cures  them."- 

To  those  gentlemen,  therefore — whether  on  our 
side  or  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic — who 
tell  me  that  my  rod  is  too  heavy,  clumsy,  un- 
scientific, or  deserves  any  of  the  opprobrious 
epithets  that  have  been  heaped  lately  on  English 
rods,  I  simply  say  gently,  "It  catches  them." 

So  also,  no  doubt,  the  very  fight  rod  in  the  hand 
of  the  skilled  American  angler  catches  them; 

Of  all  the  letters  which  have  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  that  by  "  S.  A.  H."  in  your  edition 
of  March  14,  with  your  short  editorial  comment, 
seems  to  me  to  present  us  with  the  plain,  common- 
sense  view  of  the  question. 

Unless  I  am  mistaken,  I  have  myself  on  more 
than  one  occasion  fished  with  "  S.  A.  H."  If  I  am 
right,  there  is  no  better  judge  in  England  of  rods, 
whether  for  salmon  or  trout  fishing.  My  own 
practice  for  the  last  forty  years  has  been  to  use  for 
trout  fishing  two-jointed  spliced  rods.  I  have 
made  them  myself.  I  have  not  the  slightest  idea 
what  the  weight  of  eaUi  of  them  is,  but  they  suit 
my  hand  better  than  any  other  rods,  and  I  shall  be 
content  to  use  them  for  the  few  more  years  which 
may  be  allowed  me. 

No  doubt  either  of  your  American  correspondents 
who  have  lately  so  interested  me  by  their  letters 
would  be  shocked  by  my  pet  rod.  It  is  very  rough 
looking — it  has  no  metal  about  it  at  all  except 
the  rings.  The  reel  is  tied  on  with  waxed  thread  ; 
the  same  kind  of  waxed  thread  is  used  to  splice  it 
together.    It  measures  a  little  over  ten  feet. 

Friends  of  mine,  when  we  have  met  fishing,  have 
said  to  me,  "  Why  in  the  world  do  you  fish  with 
such  a  rough  looking  thing  ? I  have  simply 
handed  it  to  them  and  said,  "Feel  it."  and  I 
cannot  remember  how  many  times  it  has  been  lent 
to  be  copied  by  one  of  the  best  London  makers. 

The  copy  comes  back  resplendent  with  varnish, 
and  with  the  most  up-to-date  fittings  for  the  reel. 
My  friend,  we  will  suppose,  puts  his  tackle  together. 
The  reel  fits  perfectly,  and  he  starts  ofi  to  try  the 
new  rod,  I  see  strange  flashes  of  Ught  among  the 
willows.  The  brilliantly  polished  reel-fittings,  the 
highly  varnished  rod,  reflect  the  sun  in  all  directions. 
The  fish  also  see  it,  and  hide  their  heads  under  the 
weeds  or  sheltering  banks.  Before  long  my  friend 
comes  back  disgusted.  "  This  rod,"  he  declares, 
"  is  not  in  the  least  like  the  one  you  lent  me  to  be 
copied.''  There  is  no  need  to  seek  far  to  find  out 
what  is  the  matter.  "  My  dear  fellow,'-  I  say, 
"  look  at  your  line;  You  might  as  well  try  to  cast 
a  pack-thread  with  a  gate  post  as  cast  that  line 
with  that  rod.'i  I  lend  him  my  line  to  try,  and  he 
is  satisfied  that  the  rod  is  all  right. 

This  reminds  me  of  an  excellent  remark  made  by 
one  of  your  American  correspondents.  He  says, 
"  The  rod  and  line  must  balance.'^-  It  is  true  that  a 
few  lines  after  he  speaks  of  "  this  endless,  and  at 
times  a  bit  foolish,  talk  about  hang,  hulance, 
equipoise,"  etc.,  but  then  he  was  writing  about 
some  English  sayings  about  rods,  and  it  may  be 
that  balance  has  a  slightly  different  meaning  in 
America  from  that  which  we  give  to  it  in  England. 

"  The  rod  and  line  must  balance.''  Every  good 
rod  has  its  own  particular  temper,  and  unless  its 
line  suits  it  exactly  it  will  not  do  its  best,  whoever 
may  handle  it.  It  will  be  sulky,  or  it  will  wobble, 
or  it  will  send  the  fly  in  with  a  splash,  as  much  as 
to  say,  U  What  do  you  give  me  such  a  beastly  line 


as  this  for  ? Find  out  the  line  that  suits  it,  and 
if  it  be  a  good  rod  you  will  feel  it  thrill  with  joyous 
excitement  as  it  sends  out  your  fly  straight  as  a 
dart  and  light  as  a  feather  to  the  exact  spot  you 
wish  to  reach. 

For  many  years  I  used  to  have  a  fortnight's  May 
Fly  fishing  on  a  stream  where  the  trout  ran  large. 
I  had  four  rods  which  I  had  made  myself.  Each 
was  tried  in  the  rough  on  the  lawn.  The  butt  was 
perhaps  a  little  too  stiff.  It  was  slowly  scraped 
down.'  The  top  was  perhaps  shortened  an  inch  or 
so.  Then  two  or  three  rings  were  tied  on,  and  a 
line  was  tried,  and  it  often  took  far  longer  to  find 
a  line  to  suit  it  than  it  did  to  make  the  rod.  There 
was  a  tackle  shop  not  very  far  from  me  where  I 
one  day  saw  some  nice  looking  dressed  Unes  made 
up  in  thirty  yard  lengths.  They  were  not  expensive, 
and  were  numbered  from  one,  the  finest,  up  to,  I 
think,  six  or  seven.  I  bought  four  lines,  Nos.  1,  2, 
3,  and  4.  Pieces  of  various  lengths  cut  off  from 
each  line  and  spUced  together  made  a  tapered  line 
of  about  eighteen  yards.  The  fine  probably  did 
not  suit  the  rod  at  all,  but  by  putting  a  longer 
piece  in  one  place  and  perhaps  a  shorter  piece  in 
another,  I  eventually  got  a  line  that  suited  the  rod 
perfectly  to  nay  fancy.  It  was  then  finally  spliced 
to  thirty  or  forty  yards  of  undressed  Nottingham 
line  and  wound  on  to  the  reel  So  each  rod  had 
its  own  particular  reel  and  line,  and  I  was  happy, 
and  I  think  the  rods  were  also. 

No  doubt  many  anglers  will  say  that  they  have 
not  time  for  making  rods  and  lines,  etc.,  for  them- 
selves ;  but  the  making  of  tackle  of  all  sorts 
afforded  me  much  amusement  and  relaxation  from 
work  during  the  winter  months,  and  helped  to  pass 
the  time  till  the  wished  for  day  of  our  opening 
season  arrived. 

My  reason  for  taking  to  spliced  rods  was  the 
result  of  an  accident  which  happened  to  me  more 
than  forty  years  ago.  A  very  nice  three-jointed 
rod,  by  one  of  the  best  Edinburgh  makers,  had 
been  given  to  me  by  an  old  uncle  of  mine  who  was 
very  fond  of  trout  for  his  breakfast.  I  started  for 
an  expedition  into  the  hill  country  between  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Clyde  and  Tweed  to  fish  a 
certain  burn,  the  trout  in  which  were  not  large, 
but  were  of  excellent  quaUty  for  the  breakfast 
table.  Having  reached  my  destination  and  put  my 
rod  together,  I  incontinently  slipped  down  a  very 
steep  bank,  managed  to  sit  upon  my  rod,  and 
broke  it  just  below  the  ferrule  of  the  butt. 
There  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  cut  off  the  metal 
from  the  lower  end  of  the  middle  joint  and  make 
the  best  splice  I  could.  The  action  of  the  rod  was 
spoilt.  There  was  httle  pleasure  in  fishing  with  it, 
and  though  some  trout  did  find  their  way  to  my 
basket,  my  mind  was  made  up  never  to  fish  again 
with  a  rod  that  had  metal  joints  if  I  could  help  it. 

One  thing  in  your  American  correspondents' 
letters  has  delighted  me.  American  travellers 
whom  I  have  met  in  England  have  assured  me 
that,  though  some  of  our  scenery  was  very  pretty, 
everything  in  America  was  on  a  much  larger  scale. 
Their  rivers,  mountains,  woods,  and  lakes  were 
infinitely  bigger  than  ours.  Now  I  am  delighted 
to  find  that  there  is  one  thing  that  we  have  bigger 
than  they — that  is,  fishing  rods. 

The  two  nations  in  the  world  that  claim  the 
greatest  freedom  are  the  English  and  American ; 
surely,  therefore,  each  angler,  whether  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic  or  the  other,  may  claim  absolute 
freedom  to  use  the  rod  that  suits  him  best,  and 
cheerfully  yield  the  same  freedom  to  his  brother 
angler,  C.  Hevit,  Hon,  Chaplain  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

(The  Late  Rev.  H.  G.  J.  Veitch.) 


THE  WEATHER  IN  NORWAY. 


Weekly  Weather  Report  from  Norway.- 

The  telegrams  this  morning  to  hand  report  aa 
follows :  — 

The  Namsen  District, — Rivers  in  flood  and  plenty 
of  fish  ascending. 

The  Gula  and  Orkla  River  Districts  (this  refers 
to  the  whole  Trondhjem  and  as  far  down  the  coast 
as  the  Christiansund  District). — Gula  in  order  ;  fish 
caught  on  Hage  Beat  an^  on  the  Orkla;  the 
Aarlivold  Beat  is  yielding  very  good  sport. 

In  the  Bergen  District  sport  is  being  had,  and 
the  -weather  is  warm. 

On  the  Mandal  (South  of  Norway)  twenty  fish 
have  been  caught  since  about  June  1 ;  river  falling, 
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THE  ANGLER  AT  WILDBAD. 


Although  the  following  article  is  signed 
"  Rambler,"  I  do  not  think  that  anyone  who  read 
it  in  the  Fidd  need  be  told  that  "Rambler"  is 
"  Red  Spinner."  It  is,  to  me,  the  very  model  of 
what  such  an  article  should  be — full  of  information 
as  well  as  description.  It  is  an  eye-opener  to  find 
that  German  trout  want  flies  on  "  treble  oughts  " — ■ 
that  is.  the  smallest  fly  made  with  a  hook  in  his 
tail.— R.  B.  M. 

"  One  of  the  many  charms  of  Wildbad  is  the 
river  Enz,  which  runs  through  the  heart  of  that 
little  Wiirtemberg  town.  The  murmur  of  its 
hastening  down  the  beautiful  valley  soothes  you 
at  all  hours ;  its  merry  flash  and  splash  lend 
perpetual  colour  and  movement — in  other  words, 
an  abiding  sense  of  inspiriting  life — as  only  a  clear- 
running,  hill-born  stream  can  do.  The  town  is,  of 
course,  primarily  visited  by  strangers  for  the  sake 
of  its  thermal  baths  :  and  during  the  season,  which 
may  be  said  to  include  June,  July,  and  August, 
the  normal  population  of  3500  is  doubled  by  seekers 
after  health.-  There  are  exquisite  gardens,  in  which 
you  may  saunter  for  miles  under  shady  trees ;  the 
bonnie  river  is  never  out  of  hearing,  and  seldom 
out  of  sight ;  the  band  is  playing  in  the  paviUon, 
and  as  you  drink  the  waters  you  may  hear  the 
music  and  see  the  limpid  pools  and  streams  racing 
round  the  stones,  leaving  in  their  track  bountiful 
and  beautiful  lengths  and  breadths  of  foam-lace. 
It  was  for  the  sake  of  the  fishing,  however,  that  I 
went  to  Wildbad  in  the  middle  of  May.  A  friend 
at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  who  had  awakened  my 
enthusiasm  about  the  place  by  telling  his  experi- 
ences, based  on  many  yearly  visits,  generally  goes 
there  in  the  season,  and  I  could  meet  with  no  one 
who  had  fished  the  river  in  May.-  As  to  that,  how- 
ever, I  was  willing  to  take  my  chance. 

"  The  journey  to  Wildbad  is  easy  of  accomplish- 
ment to  people  accustomed  to  travel,  and  ours  was, 
by  some  little  pushing,  effected  between  Liverpool - 
street  and  the  Hotel  de  Russie  at  Wildbad  within 
the  twenty-four  hours.  Travellers  nowadays  are 
able  to  choose  several  ways  of  crossing  to  the 
Continent,  according  to  their  capacity  of  enduring 
the  sea;  but  the  Hook  of  Holland  route  I  have 
always  found  a  very  happy  compromise  between 
the  long  and  the  short  passage,  and  all  the  Great 
Eastern  Continental  service  is  admirably  managed. 
You  leave  Liverpool-street  at  half-past  eight  at 
night,  and  by  eleven  o'clock  may  be  in  your  berth, 
from  which  you  need  not  descend  until  the  early- 
morning  landing  at  the  '  Hook.'  The  train  takes 
you  through  a  portion  of  Holland  to  Cologne  ;  thence 
the  most  picturesque  part  of  the  Rhine  is  unfolded 
in  panoramic  order;  at  Karlsruhe  you  change  to  a 
branch  line. 

"The  angler's  first  duty  will  be  to  obtain  the 
necessary  Ucence  from  the  State  official.  There  are 
several  miles  of  river  then  at  his  disposal.  The 
fishing  is  reserved  by  the  State  entirely  for  visitors, 
and  the  conditions  on  the  licence,  printed  in  German 
and  English,  are  as  follows: — 
"  1;  Fishing  is  only  allowed  with  artificial  flies.- 
"  2.  Fish  caught  under  the  length  of  30  centi- 
metres from  the  nose  to  the  tail  are  to  be  returned 
to  the  water. 

"  3.  The  private  grounds  by  the  banks  of  the 
rivers,  and  those  by  the  canal,  may  only  be  walked 
on  as  much  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  fishing.  Entrance  of  the  premises  of  the 
manufactories  is  forbidden. 

"4.  Caught  fish  may  be  kept  by  the  fisher.- 
"  5.  Any  disobedience  to  above  rules  involves  the 
loss  of  fishing  licence  without  reimbursement  of  the 
tax  paid.- 

"For  this  document  you  pay  12  marks  per  week, 
and  the  stamping  arrangements  necessitate  a 
further  payment  of  1.20.  The  sport,  I  at  once 
discovered,  quite  warranted  the  high  promises 
which  had  been  made  respecting  it,  but  it  was  a 
grievous  business  to  be  day  after  day  returning 
handsome  trout  of  IGin.  and  llin.  The  river 
teems  with  trout  of  fine  quaUty,  and  they  have  the 
commendable  distinction  of  gratifying  alike  the  dry 
and  wet  fly  fisher.  The  five  or  six  miles'  length 
above  the  town  is  a  rapid,  narrow  stream,  with 
occasional  mill  pools  and  weirs,  in  which  the  fish 
rise  merrily  at  the  dry  fly.  In  the  main,  however, 
this  portion  must  be  fished  down  with  the  wet  fiy, 
and  the  favourite  patterns  are  various  shades  and 
sizes  of  the  Blue  Dun,  Wickham's  Fancy,  March 
Brown,  etc.;    This  I  did  on  my  first  day  with  a 


Whirling  Blue  Dun  dressed  fairly  large;  and  a 
March  Brown,  the  result  being  thirty-five  trout 
landed.  Of  these  only  two  and  a  half  brace  were 
12in.,  though  had  I  stretched  my  conscience  one 
bare  inch  I  should  have  had  a  brimming  basket 
indeed.  Then  came  two  days  of  discoloration  by 
rain,  but  in  the  mill  pounds  between  Cahnbach  and 
Hofen  there  were  always  a  few  fish  to  be  seen 
rising  somewhere  during  the  afternoon,  and  a  Blue 
Dun  presented  to  them  creditably  generally  settled 
their  fate.  Later  in  the  season  I  believe  the  rises 
of  fly  are  great,  and  you  may  use  a  No.  1  hook. 
After  the  rain  a  somewhat  cold  east  wind  set  in, 
and  there  was  never  a  settled  rise  of  fly,  save  on 
one  day,  when  a  wonderful  raft  of  timber  came 
galloping  down,  ploughing  up  the  stream,  and 
rendering  it  unfishable  for  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  This  calamity  occurred  just  as  a  magnificent 
rise  of  Iron  Blues  had  commenced,  and,  in  as  many 
casts,  I  had  four  trout  of  a  pound  average  on  the 
grass  behind  me.  After  the  first  day  above  the 
town,  I  stuck  to  the  dry  fly,  intermittent  though 
the  hatch  of  natural  insect  was.  What  the  fish 
were  taking  was  too  minute  to  be  visible  to  the 
human  eye,  and  000  hooks  were  absolutely  necessary 
for  success. 

"  Hofen,  I  may  here  interpolate,  is  a  station 
four  miles,  and  Calmbach  two  miles,  below  Wildbad, 
and  the  convenient  plan  is  to  take  the  train  to  the 
former  and  fish  up  the  valley  to  the  town.-  There 
are  many  pools  and  flats  where  dry  fly  fishing  can 
be  practised  with  ease  and  success,  but  the  heavy 
fish  lie  in  the  timber  pounds  above  the  mills. 
Even  after  the  rain,  when  the  water  was  what  they 
call  in  the  north  porter  colour,  I  found  good  trout 
rising  under  the  bank,  and  sometimes  close  to  the 
logs  of  timber.  On  the  other  side  the  men  were 
sawing  the  sticks  of  pine  into  lengths,  and  trundling 
them  with  thunderous  splash  into  the  mill-head.- 
But  the  trout  were  not  to  be  put  down,  and  I  am 
not  sure  that  they  are  not  so  used  to  these  daily 
disturbances  that  they  would  be  nonplussed  with- 
out them.  One  evening,  under  these  conditions,  I 
landed  fifteen  trout  with  a  Black  '  Curse,'  and 
amongst  them  were  fish  of  l^lb.,  IJlb.,  lib.  2oz., 
and  three  of  lib.  The  others  were  llin.  trout, 
and  a  German  angler  who  was  looking  on  beheld 
me  return  these  fish  with  great  sorrow  and,  in 
truth,  amazement.  The  river  is  apt  to  be  occa- 
sionally disturbed  by  the  working  of  the  mills,  or 
rather  by  the  diversion  of  water  for  mill  purposes, 
and  some  clouding  of  an  otherwise  crystal  stream 
is  apparently  caused  by  a  paper  mill  near  Wildbad. 
No  wading  is  required,  and  the  valley  is  always  of 
the  most  picturesque  character.  It  is  cultivated 
up  to  400ft.  or  500ft.,  and  then  dense  forests  of 
pine,  with  intermittent  relief  of  birch  or  beech 
trees,  rise  sharply  to  the  skyline.-  Indeed,  even  in 
Wildbad,  at  the  end  of  every  street  you  have  this  im- 
posing background  of  Black  Forest  rising  so  sharply 
that  you  have  to  throw  your  head  back  to  see  the 
tall  sentinel  heads  of  the  dark  pines  that  mark  the 
lofty  horizon.  Being  so  many  hundreds  of  feet 
above  the  sea,  the  atmosphere  is  bracing,  and 
when  to  the  ceaseless  crooning  of  the  river  you  add 
the  balsamic  odour  of  the  conifers  some  idea  of  the 
restful,  peaceful,  pleasant  character  of  Wildbad 
may  be  imagined. 

'•Details  of  fishing  from  day  to  day  are  un- 
necessary. In  a  word,  the  sport  was  excellent. 
Besides  two  days  when  the  only  chance  was  with 
wet  fly  in  the  shallow  nms,  I  had  eight  days  wholly 
or  partly  occupied  with  the  dry  fly,  and  the  exact 
result  was  104  brace  of  trout  landed;  of  these, 
about  a  quarter  would  reach  the  12in.  limit.-  My 
best  fish  was  a  very  handsome  Sahno  fario  of 
lib.  13oz.  It  was  a  smutting  fish,  and  took  a  small 
Wickham.  My  first  day,  as  I  mentioned,  fishing 
with  wet  fly  above  the  town,  was  one  of  thirty-five 
trout,  and,  strange  to  say,  my  last  day  with  000 
floating  flies  gave  me  precisely  the  same  number, 
and  this  included  the  good  fish  above  mentioned, 
and  others  of  IJlb.,  lib.  5oz.,  Ijlb.,  lib.  3oz.,  and 
lib.  loz.,  the  goodly  dish  being  made  up  with 
pounders.  The  baskets  of  fish  brought  homC; 
after  returning  so  many,  ranged  between  four 
and  six  brace,  and  there  was  never  a  blank. 
Before  leaving  the  country  I  was  recommended 
to  be  sure  and  eat  as  many  as  I  could  of  the  '  blue 
trout  of  the  district.'  The  expression  rather  puzzled 
me,  because  I  knew  of  no  variety  of  Salmo  fario 
which  exactly  answered  that  description.  Sure 
enough,  however,  at  our  always  well-fumished 
dinner-table,  at  the  most  comfortable  Russischer 
Hof,  came  at  the  first  diimer  a  dish  of  undoubtedly 


blue-coloured  trout,  and  very  good  eating  they 
were.  On  inquiry,  I  was  told  they  were  Enz  fish; 
When  I  caught  my  first  in  the  river,  however,  I 
saw  it  was  marked  in  the  usual  manner — golden; 
rather  than  silvery,  and  with  the  orthodox  spotsj 
Mr.  Kieser,  the  host,  speaks  excellent  English,  and 
I  sought  from  him  an  explanation.-  He  obliged  me 
by  showing  me  how  the  trick  was  done,  and  I  dis- 
covered that  the  'blue  trout'  was,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  '  made  in  Germany.'  Live  fish  are  kept 
in  a  tank ;  one  was  taken  out  in  a  hand-net 
by  the  chef,  knocked  on  the  head,  and  vinegar 
was  poured  over  it.  It  was  immediately  boiled, 
and  came  out  a  blue  fish.-  That  seems  to  be 
the  secret  of  the  blue  trout  of  Germany,  of 
which  one  so  often  hears.-  Wildbad,  finally,  is.  in 
all  respects,  a  very  delightful  angler's  resort.  We 
were  a  party  of  fi^re,  including  two  ladies ;  and  in 
this  we  one  and  all  agreed — we  entered  it  with  a 
pleasant  first-sight  impression,  and  we  left  it  with 
regret." — Rambler  in  The  Field. 


SUTHERLAND,  CAITHNESS, 
SHETLAND. 


INEXPENSIVE   SALMON  AND]  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLINGi 
By  AuGtrsTTJS  Geoiblb; 
Author  of    The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,''-  etoi 

CHAPTER  IX.— concluded: 

With  the  Casseley  I  come  to  the  end  of  the  prin- 
cipal salmon  and  sea- trout  anglings  of  the  Scottish 
mainland  that  are  wholly  free  to  the  pubUc  or  open 
at  a  very  moderate  price.  It  is  possible  that  here 
and  there  I  may  have  missed  out  some  small 
stream  of  which  I  have  no  knowledge,  or  perhaps 
some  larger  one  which  has  only  very  recently  been 
made  available  to  the  pubUc,  for  I  have  ■written 
only  of  anglings  which  are  known  to  me  personally; 
For  that  reason  no  mention  has  been  made  of  the 
Islands  of  Skye,  Barra,  Benbecula,  North  and  South 
Uist,  the  Lews,  Orkney  and  Shetland,  all  of 
which  have  a  certain  amount  of  open  fishing, 
chiefly  sea-trout.  The  only  one  of  these  that  I  am 
in  a  position  to  speak  of  with  confidence  is  that  of 
the  Clousta  Hotel  at  Bixter,  in  Shetland.  For  the 
abihty  to  make  a  brief  mention  of  such  an  out-of- 
the-way  spot  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  an 
old  friend  who  has  stayed  there  for  several  seasons 
in  succession,  sometimes  making  the  two  and  a  half 
days'  voyage  direct  from  London,  and  at  others  by 
joining  the  Lerwick  boat  at  Aberdeen  or  Thurso; 
On  reaching  the  Shetland  capital  there  is  a  drive 
of  nearly  thirty  miles  right  across  the  island  before 
the  hospitable  doors  of  Clousta  welcome  the  angler; 
August  and  September  are  the  best  months,  and 
as  there  are  no  salmon,  the  sea-trout  ai'e  the  feature 
of  the  place.  They  run  from  lib.  to  6lb.,  and  take 
a  fly  well,  most  of  them  being  caught  from  boats 
in  the  voes,  as  they  call  the  long  sea  lochs,  which  in 
some  places  are  so  narrow  that  when  the  boat  is  in 
the  middle  a  long  cast  from  either  side  will  almost 
reach  the  shore.  As  trout  hang  about  the  banks 
of  these  voes,  on  which  the  sea  tangle  is  very  dense, 
so  soon  as  one  is  hooked  the  great  thing  is  to  pull 
it  quickly  into  deep  water;  There  are  also  lochs  of 
fresh  water  into  which  the  trout  rush  so  soon  as  a 
heavy  spate  makes  the  connecting  stream  passable,- 
bvit  as  these  lochs  drain  into  the  sea  by  mere  ditches, 
it  takes  a  great  deal  of  rain  to  bring  these  muddy, 
peaty,  narrow  channels  into  rurming  order. 

My  friend  gets  about  130  sea-trout  up  to  the 
middle  of  September.  The  fishing  is  free,  though 
of  course  there  are  the  wages  of  the  boatman  to 
pay ;  one  man  suffices,  and  his  pay  per  day  is  less 
than  in  most  places.  The  hotel  is  quite  comfortable^ 
and  suppUes  of  beef,  mutton,  etc.,  come  twice  a  week 
from  Aberdeen.  The  angler  -will  get  off  for  about 
18s.  a  day,  which  includes  the  boatman  and  all 
else.  As  the  house  will  only  put  up  a  limited 
number,  no  one  should  think  of  starting  for 
Clousta  without  having  previously  made  certain 
of  a  room  —  a  doubtful  matter  unless  early 
arrangements  have  been  made,  for  most  of 
those  who  have  once  been  there  return  season  after 
season,  often  booking  their  rooms  for  the  follow- 
ing one  as  they  leave  in  the  preceding  Septemberi 
and  hence  the  Clousta  Hotel  has  ahnost  come  to 
be  a  small  but  select  club  of  angUng  friends.  There 
is  some  fair  brown  trout  fishing  in  July,  while  the 
sea  fishing  is  superb,  and  haUbut  up  to  601b.  have 
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been  taken,  but  as  these  fish  lie  in  the  tidal  currents, 
which  run  with  great  force,  an  expedition  to  attack 
them  usually  reqiiires  the  services  of  four  stout 
boatmen.- 

The  beats  are  numbered,  the  last  comer  starting 
at  the  bottom  of  the  roster  :  thus  if  the  hotel  is 
full  the  very  best  beat  of  all  will  not  come  to  each 
angler  more  than  half  a  dozen  times  in  two  months. 
Flies  and  tackle  are  to  be  had  from  the  Aberdeen 
shops,  and  there  is  also  one  in  Lerwick  to  fall 
back  on. 

Those  who  have  done  me  the  honour  of  reading 
my  letters  on  this  subject  from  their  commence- 
ment will  probably  have  seen  for  themselves  that 
the  Scotch  hotel  keepers  have  three  methods  of 
dealing  with  their  salmon  and  sea-trout  anglings, 
rirst,  there  are  those  who  cry,  "  Salmon  fishing 
free,"  and  who  place  no  limit  on  the  numbers  of  the 
anglers  and  impose  a  slightly  higher  tarifi  than  do 
the  hotels  to  which  no  salmon  fishing  is  attached. 
Secondly,  there  are  others  who,  while  they  place  no 
limit  on  the  number  of  anglers,  yet  make  a  charge 
for  the  sport.  Thirdly,  there  are  hotels  which 
charge  for  their  angling  by  the  day,  week,  or  month, 
and  who  fix  their  tariff  at  so  much  a  head  per  week — 
usually  3  guineas  or  708.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
three  methods,  the  two  first  mentioned  ones  un- 
doubtedly put  more  money  into  the  pockets  of  the 
hotel-keepers,  but  only  so  long  as  the  sun  shines. 
"  My  brethren,  as  an  example  of  my  meaning,"  as 
the  ^inister  says,  let  us  suppose  that  a  hotel  has  an 
angling  right  over  ten  pools  on  a  good  river,  free  to  all 
those  who  stay  in  the  hotel.  Further,  let  us  imagine 
that  from  June  1  to  Sept.  15  there  are  eight 
anglers  always  in  residence.  For  convenience  of 
calculation  we  will  call  this  a  period  of  sixteen  weeks, 
while  the  hotel  tarifi  can  be  taken  as  under  : — 

.   Per  day. 

s.  d. 


Bedroom    3  o 

Breakfast    3  o 

Lunch                     •   1  6 

Dinner   4  6 

Bath    0  6 

Attendance    1  g 

Lunch  and  whiskey  for  ghillie  ...  16 
Drink  at  lunch,   dinner,  and  in 

smoking-room    4  6 


£10  0 

This  will  give  the  innkeeper  a  gross  return  of 
£886  8s.  for  the  sixteen  weeks.  Now,  if  we  take  the 
other  method  and  Umit  the  rods  to  three  at  £20  each 
per  month,  that  will  produce  £240.  Then,  if  we  put 
the  hotel  bill  at  70s.  a  week,  and  add  Is.  6d.  a  day 
for  ghilHe's  lunch  and  whiskey  and  4s.  6d.  a  day  for 
the  angler's  whiskey,  etc.,  there  will  be  a  further 
sum  of  £265  4s.,  or  a  total  of  £505  4s.,  which  leaves 
a  balance  of  £381  4s.  in  favour  of  the  innkeeper  who 
places  no  limit  on  the  numbers  of  his  angling  visitors 
and  makes  out  his  bill  item  by  item.  Therefore,  so 
long  as  anglers  can  be  found  content  to  jump  at  the 
opportunity  of  fishing  one  or,  at  the  most,  two 
pools  for  the  whole  day  long,  the  hotel  keeper  can- 
not be  blamed  for  making  hay  while  the  sun  shines. 
Of  course  there  are  pools  and  pools,  and  I  know 
several  that  are  so  lengthy  and  so  well  stocked  that 
they  easily  provide  a  whole  day's  sport ;  but  such 
pools  as  these  are  rarely  met  with  on  hotel  waters, 
where  the  casts  can  usually  be  fully  covered  in  froin 
ten  to  twenty  minutes. 

Many  years  ago,  when  staying  with  an  old  friend, 
who  that  year  happened  to  be  the  High  Sheriff  of 
one  of  the  home  counties,  we  went  together  over  the 
jail  of  the  county  town,  and  side  by  side  we  took  a 
turn  on  the  treadmill  just  to  see  what  it  was  like. 
His  remark  to  me  as  we  came  off  was,  "  Why,  it's  as 
bad  as  having  to  walk  one  field  for  partridges' all  the 
day  long,"  to  which  my  reply  was,  "  Well,  it  puts 
me  more  in  mind  of  having  to  cast  one  short  salmon 
pool  for  ten  hours  at  a  stretch."  We  both  meant 
the  same  thing— the  one  partridge  field  was  his  idea 
of  extreme  monotony,  the  one  salmon  pool  was 
mine.  In  my  humble  opinion  the  owners  of  salmon 
fishings  would  do  wisely  not  to  grant  leases  to  hotels 
without  placing  some  Umit  on  the  number  of  rods, 
for  it  is  quite  certain  that  unUmited  numbers  must 
eventually  bring  a  river  into  disrepute.  Salmon 
that  are  fished  over  every  quarter  of  an  hour  for 
eight  or  ten  hours  at  a  stretch  for  several  months  in 
succession,  while  as  often  as  not  the  lure  is  pre- 
sented with  a  goodly  splash,  must  inevitably 
become  dour  and  shy  so  long  as  they  remain  in  that 
particular  section  of  the  river  ;  while  when  they 
push  their  way  upwards  they  will  surely  carry  with 


them  lively  *recollections"^of  f the  '  numerous  lures 
offered  to  them  in  the  pools  below,  with  the  result 
that  they  become  spoilt  fish  for  everyone. 

For  any  hotel  to  put  an  unlimited  number  of  rods 
on  one  side  of  a  river  is  also  most  unfair  to  the  owner 
of  the  opposite  bank,  who,  whether  he  lets  it  or 
keeps  it  in  his  own  hands,  is  bound  to  suffer  by  the 
proceeding,  for  he  either  has  to  put  up  with  a  loss 
of  rent  or  the  loss  of  the  amenities  of  angUng  which 
every  proprietor  has  a  right  to  expect  when  casting 
from  the  banks  of  his  own  property.  Therefore  it 
is  an  unsportsmanlike  and  unneighbourly  proceed- 
ing for  an  hotel  keeper  to  put  a  rod  on  every  pool 
that  he  rents.  Further,  I  doubt  if  it  lies  within  the 
legal  right  of  anyone  to  seriously  damage  and 
reduce  the  value  of  a  neighbour's  property.  Some 
years  ago  I  nearly  became  the  lessee  of  such  a  water 
as  I  have  been  discussing.  It  was  offered  me  very 
cheap  solely  on  account  of  its  being  flogged  to  death 
by  the  many  rods  from  an  hotel  on  the  opposite 
bank.  The  question  at  once  presented  itself  to  my 
mind,  whether  I  should  not  close  with  the  offer,  and 
then,  remonstrances  and  friendly  overtures  failing, 
fight  it  out  with  the  hotel  keeper  in  a  court  of  law, 
for  if  I  gained  the  day  the  angUng  would  have  been 
worth  quite  four  times  the  rent  that  was  asked. 
Counsel's  opinion  was  duly  taken,  and  resulted  in  a 
favourable  view  of  my  contention,  namely,  that  no 
one  had  any  legal  right  to  damage  the  value  and  the 
reputation  of  the  sporting  rights  of  an  opposite 
neighbour.  The  owner  of  the  angling  was  then 
asked  if  he  would  go  "  halves  "  iri  the  expense  of 
the  action,  and  as  he  declined,  and  as  the  lease 
offered  me  was  not  a  lengthy  one,  I  gave  up  the  idea. 
From  the  experience  then  gained  I  feel,  however, 
pretty  sure  that  I  should  have  won  the  day  had  the 
action  been  brought  to  an  issue,  and  had  T  had  the 
offer  of  a  twenty  years'  lease  instead  of  one  for  three 
years  I  would  certainly  have  fought  it  out.  There- 
fore, for  my  owti  part,  I  would  rather  fish  from  an 
hotel  where  the  salmon  and  sea-trout  angling  was 
carried  on  by  a  strictly  limited  number  of  rods.  I 
would  rather  pass  a  fortnight  in  such  quarters  than 
spend  a  month  somewhere  else  with  reversed  con- 
ditions— even  though  the  cost  in  either  case  came 
to  exactly  the  same  amount. 


MESSES.  THOMAS  &  SONS'  FLY 
FISHING  JACKET. 


It  must  be  twelve  years  or  more  since  T  first 
used  one  of  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Sons'  fly  fishing 
jackets  and  said  I  could  speak  highly  of  it,  and 


certainly  after  many  years'  trial  I  have  nothing 
but  praise  for  it.  It  is  made  of  rain  but  not  air 
proof  West  of  England  tweed,  and  is  light  and  yet 
strong  and  warm.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  illus- 
tration, the  sleeve  is  so  made  as  to  give  great 


freedom  on  lifting  the  arms.  The  skirt  is  detach- 
able, a  great  advantage  if  you  are  wearing  wading 
trousers.  It  is  well  cut,  bare  of  buttons  to  catch  the 
line,  and  pockets  are  plentiful  and  capacious:  The 
collar  is  large,  and  a  capital  protection  from  wind 
and  rain  when  turned  up.  The  knickerbockers 
which  go  with  the  jacket,  or,  at  any  rate,  can  be 
worn  with  it,  are  made  to  lace  at  the  knee  instead 
of  buttoning,  a  great  improvement  in  some  respects. 
The  cap  is  of  the  new  motor  pattern,  but  I  prefer 
one  which  protects  the  back  of  neck  and  top  of 
spine  more  effectually.  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Sons,  of 
32,  Brook-street,  W.,  have  a  very  large  sale  for 
their  jacket;  it  is  more  expensive  than  the  ordinary 
jacket,  but  besides  being  superior  in  every  way, 
will  last  three  times  as  long,  so  it  is  cheaper  in  the 
long  run.  R.  B.  Marston, 


IS  AKTIFICIAL  SALMON  CULTUEE 
A  FAILUEE  ? 
By  R.  B.  Marston.- 

One  of  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  Commission  last  year  was  that  until 
satisfactory  evidence  was  forthcoming  respecting 
the  success  of  artificial  culture  of  salmon  it 
could  not  recommend  the  establishment  of  State 
hatcheries. 

It  seemed  to  me  that  this  was  such  a  damaging 
blow  at  fish  culture  in  connection  with  our  noblest 
fish  that  I  thought  it  would  be  well  to  see  what 
was  the  opinion  on  the  subject  in  America,  and  I 
wrote  a  letter  to  that  excellent  sporting  paper  Forest 
and  Stream,  which  appeared  on  Feb.  7  last,  asking 
for  information. 

The  result  was,  I  must  admit,  astounding  to  mej 
My  inquiry  gave  rise  to  a  long  correspondence  on 
the  subject,  from  which,  I  regret  to  say,  it  seems 
to  be  abundantly  clear  that  as  far  as  the  true  salmon 
(Salmo  solar)  is  concerned  its  cultivation  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  is  an  admitted  failurej 
During  the  last  twenty  years  or  more  the  Fishing 
Gazette  has  published  accounts  of  the  work  of  the 
Canadian  and  American  Fish  Commissions  in  turning 
millions  upon  millions  of  artificially  bred  salmon  fry 
into  the  rivers  flowing  into  the  Atlantic  and  into 
the  Pacific.  The  late  Mr.  A,  Nelson  Cheney  sent  me 
some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  particulars  which 
seemed  to  prove  that  several  Atlantic  Coast  rivers 
had  benefited  greatly  by  salmon  culture,  and  I 
fully  expected  that  my  inquiry  recently  would 
have  confirmed  this. 

The  first  reply  was  from  a  correspondent  signing 
himself  as  "  The  Old  Angler."  Here  it  is  from 
Forest  and  Stream  of  Feb.  21  last: — 

"  ARTIFICIAL  SALMON  CULTURE  IN 
AMERICA. 

"  Editor  Forest  and  Stream  :\ 

"  In  your  issue  for  7th  inst.,  T\Ir.  R.  B.  Marston, 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of  London,  England, 
asks  for  some  authentic  information  as  to  the 
results  of  artificial  salmon  culture  in  America.  He 
states  that  certain  scientific  gentlemen  in  England 
deny  that  salmon  culture,  by  means  of  hatching- 
houses,  has  been  a  success  anywhere,  so  far  as 
stocking  rivers  with  fish  or  increasing  the  catch  is 
concerned^  These  scientific  gentlemen,  he  informs 
us,  being  convinced  that  the  only  success  achieved 
in  America,  as  in  Europe,  has  been  in  collecting 
ova,  hatching  out  fry,  and  planting  millions  of 
young  salmon  at  enormous  expense,  from  which  no 
practical  results  have  been  obtained,  are  using 
their  influence  to  prevent  any  more  of  the  public 
funds  being  wasted  in  chasing  rainbows,  and  he 
wants  some  authentic  information  that  will  enable 
him  to  combat  the  statements  of  these  gentlemen 
who  have  looked  for  fish  and  foimd  only  oodles  of 
ova  and  figures  of  fry.  If  Mr.  Marston  will  take 
the  trouble  to  examine  the  words  and  figures  found 
in  the  Government  reports  of  Canada  since  fish 
culture  was  made  a  pubUc  work — which  reports  he 
wiU  find  in  the  Canadian  High  Commissioner's 
oflSce  in  London — he  will,  if  an  honest  man,  side 
with  the  scientific  gentlemen  and  lend  them  his 
aid  to  prevent  any  further  waste  of  pubUc  money. 

"  In  his  report  on  salmon  culture  for  the  year 
1881,  after  thirteen  years'  costly  experiments  with 
Government  money,  Mr.  Samuel  Wilmot,  late 
Superintendent  of  Fish  Culture  in  Canada,  confessed 
to  total  failure,  so  far  as  Ontario  was  concerned, 
and  gave  up  batching  any  more  salmon  or  trout 
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ova  in  the  Ontario  house.-  His  words  are  given 
verbatim  et  literatim  in  your  last  issue  in  Part  VII. 
of  my  '  Eeminiscences.'  After  eight  years'  costly 
operations  in  the  hatching-house  on  Dunk  River, 
P.  E.  Island,  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  the 
planting  of  over  6,000,000  young  salmon  in  the 
rivers  of  that  island,  the  result  was  total  failure, 
and  the  house  has  rotted  down  since  it  was 
abandoned  in  1887.'  Salmon  are  no  longer  quoted 
in  the  fisheries  statistics  of  the  island. 

"  The  Departmental  Report  for  1874  (the  year  the 
hatching-houses  were  built)  shows  that  the  salmon 
catch  in  New  Brunswick  waters  was  3,214,1821b. 
In  1901,  the  last  year  for  which  the  figures  are 
given,  the  catch  had  fallen  to  1,235,3501b.,  and  yet 
in  the  years  between  1874  and  1901  there  were 
planted  in  New  Brunswick  waters  120,578,000 
young  salmon,  the  result  of  which  was  45  per  cent, 
less  fish  caught. 

"The  catch  in  Nova  Scoti*  in  the  year  the 
hatching-houses  were  built  was  l,758,8l'81b.  In 
1901  the  catch  had  fallen  to  557,8021b.,  and  yet, 
in  th  i  intervening  years,  80,827,500  young  salmon 
Wfrd  planted  in  Nova  Scotia  waters,  with  the 
result  that  55  per  cent,  less  fish  were  caught.  This 
has  been  the  result  of  thirty  years'  culture  of  Salmo 
silar  in  Canada,  where  the  'science'  has  been 
pursued  as  a  Government  work.  I  think  Mr. 
Marston  will  admit  that  the  authorised  Reports  of 
the  Department  of  Fisheries  give  'authentic 
information.' 

"  Let  us  now  see,  from  the  same  authentic  sources, 
what  results  have  attended  the  artificial  culture  of 
Salmo  coregonus.  In  the  year  1875,  when  the 
Sandwich  Whitefish  Hatchery  was  built,  the  catch 
of  whitefish  is  given  in  the  report  of  that  year  as 
5,114,6001b.  The  report  for  1901  gives  the  catch 
as  2,711.2581b.— but  Httle  more  than  one-half,  after 
twenty-six  years'  artificial  culture  on  a  gigantic 
scale  and  at  enormous  expense,  with  steam  engines 
and  'glass  incubators.'  In  the  interim  between 
1875  and  1901  the  report  tells  us  that  1.282,500,000 
young  whitefish  have  been  planted  in  Ontario 
waters.  The  hatching  of  fontinalis  has  virtually 
been  abandoned  in  all  the  hatcheries— only  35,000 
having  been  hatched  in  1901. 

"Not  haying  the  Reports  of  the  United  States 
Pish  Commission  to  quote  from,  the  writer  can  only 
state  that,  as  far  as  he  has  been  able  to  learn,  not 
a  single  adult  Pacific  salmon  has  been  taken  from 
any  waters  in  which  millions  have  been  planted 
since  1872,  when  Mr.  Livingston  Stone  sent  his 
first  shipment  of  eyed-ova  from  McCloud  river  to 
the  United  States  Pish  Commission.  Nor  has  he 
ever  read  or  heard  of  an  adult  Atlantic  salmon 
havmg  been  taken  from  any  deserted  river  in 
which  the  Commissioners  have  planted  thousands 
of  young  fish  in  the  hope  of  restoring  it  to  its 
former  opulence  as  a  salmon  river.  He  is  credibly 
informed  by  those  best  qualified  to  know  that  not 
a  single  salmon  has  ever  been  taken  from  any 
water  in  which  Seth  Green  planted  all  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  fry  which  ho  hatched  out.  He 
has  read,  however,  and  conversed  with  American 
gentlemen,  and  the  sum  of  his  information  at 
present  is  that  every  pound  of  trout  taken  from 
streams  and  lakes  in  which  they  were  not  indigenous 
has  cost  the  planter  from  $2  to  $5.  He  reads  also 
that  black  bass  have  been  a  grand  success  in  clearing 
brook  trout  out  of  all  waters  in  which  they  have 
been  planted,  and  he  reads  in  your  columns  that 
the  nasty  German  carp,  for  which  there  was  a 
craze  among  fish  culturists  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
ago,  has  proved  an  intolerable  nuisance  in  all  waters 
where  better  fish  have  their  habitat. 

'•If  the  writer  has  made  any  misstatement 
regarding  salmon  culture  m  the  United  States  he 
will  be  much  indebted  for  any  authenticated  cor- 
rection. As  to  Canada  his  facts  and  figures  rest 
on  the  Public  Records.      •'  The  Old  Ancjler." 

In  Forest  and  Stream  for  March  7  appeared  a 
long  letter  from  Mr.  Livingston  Stone,  which  has 
ah-eady  appeared  m  the  Fishing  Gazette.  It  prac- 
tically admitted  that  as  far  as  experiments  with 
Salmo  salar  in  the  rivers  fiowing  into  the  Atlantic 
were  concerned  they  had  come  to  nothing,  but  it 
claimed  brilliant  success  with  the  Pacific  Coast 
rivers.  Unfortunately,  as  "The  Old  Angler" 
pointed  out  in  a  long  reply  in  Forest  and  Stream 
of  March  21,  salmon  had  never  been  extinct  in  any 
of  the  Pacific  salmon  rivers  ;  on  the  contrary,  in 
spite  of  the  enormous  drain  for  the  great  canneries 
which  send  canned  sahnon  all  over  the  world,  the 
natural  supply  was  still  mcredibly  great.  As  far 
as  the  salmon  of  the  Pacific  Coast  are  concerned 


it  seems  to  me  that  it  must  be  very  difficult  to  prove 
that  artificial  culture  is  or  is  not  beneficial    It  is 
admitted  that  fish  in  incredible  numbers  can  still 
reach  the  spawning  beds  of  the  rivers,  and  as  long 
as  that  is  the  case  it  is  impossible  to  prove  that 
turning  in  some  millions  of  artificially  hatched  fry 
materially  increase  the  catch  of  salmon.     It  is 
impossible  to  prove  it,  but  it  is  also  impossible  to 
disprove  it.     The  fact  that  such  an  able  and 
experienced  pisciculturist  as  Mr.  Livingston  Stone 
is  convinced  of  the  value  of  aiding  Nature  where 
over  fishing  is  the  only  reason  for  falling  off  in  the 
supply  of  salmon,  is  a  fact  not  lightly  to  be  brushed 
aside.    To  wait  until  the  salmon  of  some  Pacific 
Coast  river  have  become  extinct  before  attempting 
to  stop  the  drain  seems  to  be  absurd.    On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  open  to  question  whether  the 
money  and  energy  expended  on  artificially  produc- 
ing fish  for  such  rivers  might  not  be  far  better 
employed  in  preventing  over-netting  and  trapping 
salmon,  and  in  seeing  that  natural  spawning  of  the 
fish  is  not  interfered  with.    The  salmon  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  are  not  the  same  as  our  Atlantic 
Salmo  salar,  and  it  does  not  follow  that  because 
attempts  to  stock  rivers  with  S.  salar  have  been  so 
disappointing  that  therefore  failure  must  follow  with 
the  Salmo  quinnat  and  other  Pacific  Coast  salmon. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  all  attempts  to  introduce 
S.    quinnat  into   Europe   and  Australasia  have 
failed. 

"The  Old  Angler"  will  not  allow  that  salmon 
culture  has  been  successful  anywhere.  Here  is  an 
extract  from  one  of  his  replies  to  Mr.  Livingston 
Stone.    It  is  from  Forest  and  Stream  of  March  21 :  — 

"I  am  glad  to  see  from  your  issue  of  7th  inst; 
that  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Livingston  Stone,  is  still  in 
the  land  of  the  Uving,  and  as  zealous  as  ever  in  his 
hobby  of  fish  culture.  But  I  regret  to  see  that,  in 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Marston,  of  the  London  Fishing 
Gazette,  he  is  not  as  ingenuous  as  I  thought  him 
when  last  we  met  on  the  banks  of  the  Southwest 
Miramichi,  when  I  assisted  him  to  get  the  first 
salmon  ova  he  ever  hatched. 

"  He  seems  to  think  my  statement  of  facts  and 
figures,  taken  from  the  Public  Records  of  Canada, 
does  not  tell  the  whole  story  because  I  omitted 
any  mention  of  the  hatcheries  on  the  Pacific  Coast, 
and  he  assures  Mr.  Marston  that  there  salmon 
hatching  has  been  a  prodigious  success.  His  dis- 
ingenuousness  is  painfully  evident  in  his  reticence 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  salmon  rivers  of  the 
Pacifie  Coast.  All  writers  who  have  recorded  what 
they  saw  on  these  rivers  agree  as  to  the  incredible 
numbers  of  salmon  that  crowd  their  waters.  The 
account  given  by  Lieut.  Pred.  Schwatka  of  what 
he  saw  in  1887  almost  staggers  behef.  That 
indefatigable  investigator,  tireless  traveller,  and 
fine  angler  of  the  Old  Guard,  JVIr.  Charles  Hallock, 
who,  more  than  any  other  man  whose  writings  are 
before  the  public,  has  made  the  Pacific  salmon  a 
special  study  for  over  thirty  years,  writing  in  1890 
says,  at  page  12  of  his  instructive  '  Salmon  Pisher ' : 
'  Upwards  of  30,000.0001b.  of  salmon  have  been 
taken  yearly  in  the  Columbia  River,  and  the 
canned  commodity  is  known  ail  over  the  world. 
Immense  numbers  ascend  the  large  rivers  of  the 
Pacific  Coast,  moving  up  sometimes  a  thousand 
miles  until  they  are  ready  to  spawn,  after  which 
most  of  those  that  reach  the  upper  waters  perish 
from  exhaustion.  .  .  .  During  the  midsummer  ran 
they  swim  in  schools  ten  feet  deep  or  more,  with 
ranks  closed  up  soUd,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to 
thrust  a  spear  or  boat-hook  into  the  mass  without 
strilting  a  salmon.  In  some  of  the  estuaries  on  the 
Alaska  coast  I  have  seen  them  jammed  together  so 
closely  that  they  could  not  move  at  all ;  so  that  it 
is  very  easy  to  comprehend  how  it  would  be 
possible  for  a  person  to  cross  the  stream  dryshod 
if  a  plank  were  laid  across  their  protruding  backs.' 
Again  at  page  48  he  writes :  '  In  the  Columbia  and 
hke  rivers,  which  extend  for  hundreds  of  miles 
they  die  by  milhons,  worn  out  and  exhausted  by 
their  incredible  journey ;  such  as  reach  the  upper 
beds  arrive  in  sorry  plight,  mutilated,  crushed,  and 
almost  shapeless.  Portunate  are  tho.se  which  have 
vitality  enough  to  be  able  to  return  to  the  sea. 
Indeed,  so  great  is  the  mortality  that  it  is  generally 
beheved  they  never  return  at  all.' 

"Mr.  Marston  cannot  fail  to  see  that  Mr.  Stone 
has  furnished  no  data  whatever  to  enable  him 
to  judge  for  himself  how  successful  or  otherwise 
the  hatcheries  have  been.'  Their  success  rests 
entirely  on  the  mere  opinion  of  the  'enlightened 
public,'  including  fishermen,  cannerymen,  and  the 
Pish  Commissioner,  'that  the  benefits  have  been 


enormous.'.  I  think  Mr.  Marston  and  your  readers 
will  have  strong  doubts  about  the  'shrewdness' 
of  these  business  men  who  spend  $100,000  on  a 
hatchery  without  informing  themselves  of  the 
result  of  similar  experiments  in  the  United  States, 
in  Canada,  in  Great  Britain,  and  in  Europe; 
especially  when  the  end  sought  could  be  more 
cheaply  and  effectually  gained  by  refraining  from 
catching  153,000  fish  in  one  day,  and  allowing  a 
sufficient  number  to  ascend  to  their  spawning  beds 
and  reproduce  their  kind  in  the  way  Nature  has 
established,  and  which  has  been  so  successful  that 
their  progeny  are  so  numerous  that  they  kill  them- 
selves in  vast  numbers  from  overcrowding.  I  can 
see  no 'shrewdness'— but  rather  the  want  of  it — 
in  trying  to  increase  the  number  of  salmon  already 
too  great  for  the  river  and  for  their  own  healthj 
This  want  of  'shrewdness,'  however,  cannot  be 
charged  on  the  Columbia  river  canners ;  for  as  long 
as  the  Pish  Commission  will  produce  young  salmon 
at  the  public  expense  for  their  benefit  they  will 
continue  to  use  their  1200  miles  of  drift-nets  and 
their  murderous  wheels.  They  will,  if  Nature  will 
let  them,  repeat  the  old  story  which  Mr.  Stone  has 
heard  and  seen  in  the  Eastern  and  Northern  States 
— the  old  story  of  the  St.  Croix,  the  Penobscot, 
the  Merrimac,  the  Connecticut,  the  Hudson,  the 
Delaware,  and  the  Susquehanna,  which  past  greed 
has  depopulated,  and  which  Mr.  Stone  confesses 
cannot  be  restocked  by  artificial  culture. 

"No  one  knows  better  than  Mr.  Stone  how  com- 
plete has  been  the  failure  of  salmon  culture  to 
increase  the  catch  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland;  no  one  knows  better  than  he  that  a 
similar  failure  has  resulted  from  all  the  experiments 
made  in  Prance,  Germany,  Sweden,  and  Norway ; 
no  one  knows  better  how  utterly  it  has  failed  in  the 
Atlantic  States  and  in  Canada,  and  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  know  what  possible  motive  he  can  have  in  telling 
Mr.  Marston  that  its  success  ux  the  Pacific  States 
has  been  great  and  its  benefits  enormous,  when  he 
cannot  produce  a  particle  of  evidence  that  a  county 
court  judge  would  admit  that  anything  more  has 
been  done  than  collect  ova,  hatch  fry,  and  dump 
them  into  the  rivers,  as  is  still  being  done  in  no 
fewer  than  fourteen  hatcheries  in  Canada,  with  the 
result  shown  in  my  reply  to  Mr.  Marston,  which 
was  printed  in  your  issue  of  Peb.  21.  If  my  old 
friend  will  calmly  study  the  question  in  the  light  of 
what  has  resulted  from  salmon  culture  in  Great 
Britain,  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in  the  Atlantic 
States,  and  in  Canada,  I  think  he  will  revise  his 
present  belief  in  its  usefulness. 

"The  Old  Angler." 

Then  followed  long  letters  from  Mr.  Babcock, 
Pisheries  Commissioner  of  British  Columbia,  giving 
his  views  as  to  the  value  of  salmon  culture  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  I  confess  that  in  view  of  the 
enormous  natural  production  of  salmon  in  those 
rivers,  it  is  difficult  not  to  agree  with  the  conclusions 
of  "  The  Old  Angler,"  who,  at  the  end  of  another 
long  letter  in  Forest  and  Stream  of  May  16,  says  : — 

"  Prom  my  private  and  official  experience  of 
seventy  years  among  salmon  fishermen,  and  from 
my  observation  of  the  effects  of  over-fishing  in  all 
rivers  of  New  England  and  eastern  Canada,  now  so 
visible  in  the  steadily  decreasing  catch  of  the  Mari- 
time Provinces,  I  regret  to  see  the  same  greedy 
system  being  pursued  on  the  Pacific  Coast  and  in 
British  Columbia.  JVIr.  Babcock  concludes  his  letter 
by  telling  us  that  '  the  combined  Eraser  River  and 
Puget  Sound  pack  in  1901  was  2,400,606  cases  of 
48  pounds  each,  making  115,229,088  pounds,'  which, 
he  says,  is  nearly  half  the  annual  pack  of  the  world. 
Surely  there  can  be  no  need  of  hatcheries  on  such 
rivers  as  these ! 

"If  Commissioner  Babcock,  in  view  of  the 
experience  of  Eui-ope  and  eastern  America,  covering 
a  period  of  over  thirty  years,  expects  to  keep  up 
this  enormous  catch  by  means  of  artificial  culture, 
he  is  simply  chasing  rainbows,  and  I  know  not 
which  most  to  admire,  his  calm  indifference  to  the 
past  history  of  salmon  culture  and  the  lesson  it 
teaches,  or  his  sublime  faith  in  oodles  of  ova  and 
figures  of  fry.  But  I  doubt  if  this  last  letter  will 
make  a  convert  of  Mr.  Marston,  while  I  am  quite 
siire  that  the  '  scientific  gentlemen  i  will  see  in 
neither  of  them  any  reason  for  changing  the  opinion 
which  a  better  knowledge  of  the  literature  of  salmon 
culture,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  has  forced 
upon  them.:  ^' The  Old  Angler. 'i 

Having  elicited  these  opinions  and  facts  from 
American  authorities,  I  think  it  would  be  very 
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interesting  and  instructive  to  hear  the  views  of 
pisciculturists  in  Europe,  and  to  see  if  any  facts  can 
be  adduced  proving  that  sahnon  culture  has 
improved  and  is  improving  the  supply  of  salmon. 
I  have  always  supposed  that  we  could  at  least 
point  to  the  Yorkshire  Esk  as  a  river  in  which 
salmon  had  become  extinct  which  has  been  success- 
fully restocked,  but  I  am  told  this  is  at  least 
doubtful. 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  EAPID 
STEEAMS.* 
By  Hi  Oi  Outcltfi-b,  F.R.O,Sj 

[Continued  from  page  386.) 

CHAPTER  Y  I.—continuedi 

The  season  that  I  have  usually  done  best  with 
the  fern  web  or  beetle  is  when  the  weather  is 
extremely  hot,  in  June  or  July,  and  when  the 
water  haf)pens  to  keep  up,  so  that  there  are  plenty 
of  rapids,  and  therefore  plenty  of  fishing,  the  state 
of  the  water  being  just  that  which  is  most  favour- 
able for  all  kinds  of  fishing.     The  most  kiUing 
part  of  the  day  is  the  morning.    You  may  begin 
with  it  in  June  at  five  or  six  a.m.,  and  often  find 
the  trout  take  it  at  that  time.    I  think  I  have 
killed  more  from  nine  to,  eleven  or  twelve  than  at 
any  other  period  of  the  day,  but  this  possibly  may 
be  acc6unted  for  by  my  practice  of  using  always 
not  that  bait  which  simply  is  at  any  time  kiUing, 
but  that  which  in  my  opinion  the  trout  are  taking 
best,  or  with  which  I  can  kill  most  fish.  Hence, 
occasionally,  I  mt^y  have  used  the  worm  the  first 
thing  in  the  morning,  up  to  nine  a.m.,  when,  ty 
means  of  the  beetle,  I  could  have  done  as  well,  or 
perhaps  better  before  that  hcur  than  I  did  with  it 
afterwards  when  I  had  clianged  to  it  from  the 
worm.    It  certainly,  as  a  general  rule,  is  not  so 
iiood  a  bait  as  others  when  the  sun  is  sinking 
behind  the  hills,  and,  generally  speaking,  I  feel  a 
preference  in  other  modes  of  fishing  after  three  p.m. 
The  kind  of  day  which  seems  best  suited  for  it 
to  display  its  excellence  over  other  modes  of 
fishing,  is  when  the  sun  is  very  bright  as  well  as 
hot.    I  have  often,  however,  found  it  beat  the  fly, 
worm,  and  minnow  on  a  dull,  hot,  cloudy  day,  and 
even  when  it  has  been  raining  hard.    I  have  never 
known  it  beat  the  others  on  a  windy  day  ;  the 
trout  in  windy  weather  are  sure  to  take  it  short ; 
they  rush  and  make  a  great  fuss,  which  seldom 
means  work  ;  they  rise  short,  or  on  one  side  ;  and 
though,  perhaps,  you  may  rise  any  amount  of  them, 
you  will  kill  only  a  few,  and  these  of  small  size : 
consequently,  if  you  pejsist  with  the  beetle,  under 
such  circumstances,  you^will  not  only  do  very  little 
with  it,  but  you  will  waste  time  and  opportunity 
for  more  successful  efforts  in  other  ways.    You  do 
not  want  to  see  your  fish  rise  and  splash  about 
with  much  demonstration  ;   the  trout  that  means 
to  make  sure  of  your  beetle,  as  a  rule,  does  not 
rise  if  he  can  help  it ;  he  takes  your  beetle  while 
it  is  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  to  do 
so  makes  a  sharp  dart  and  a  turn  of  the  body, 
which  displays  him  to  your  watchful  eye,  and 
before  your  wrist  can  respond  to  the  sight,  he  has 
it  greedily  clutched  in  his  mouth,  and  you  will 
assuredly  soon  make  him  fast  in  your  basket  if 
vou  treat  him  as  he  should  be  treated.    I  take, 
then,  my  type  of  a  day  on  which,  as  a  general  rule,  it 
is  superior  to  any  other  legitimate  fishing  you  could 
adopt,  to  be  a  hot,  bright  day  in  June,  with  a  good 
amount  of  water  in  the  river.    I  write  somewhat 
guardedly  respecting  the  time  of  using  the  beetle, 
because  I  have  killed  so  many  fish  with  it  on 
all  kinds  of  days,  and  even  when  the  water  has 
been  extremely  low ;   but  I  have  endeavoured 
to  convey  to  my  reader  the  general  impression  I 
have  as  to  what  circumstances  are  most  conducive 
to  its  killing  powers,  that  any  one  wishing  to  begin 
to  practise  this  mode  of  fishing  may  do  so  imder 
most  favourable  conditions,  and  become  familiar 
with  it  before  he  tries  its  comparative  merits  with 
other  baits  ;  as  well  as  to  ensure  a  certain  amount 
of  success,  and  avoid  that  disappointment  which 
might   befall   him   from   thinking   that  because 
it  is  said  to  be  a  most  destructive  bait,  therefore 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  3s.  6d.,  post  free. 


he  is  sure  of  kiUing  lots  of  trout  with  it  under  all 
circumstances.  And  I  again  remind  the  reader 
that  I  have  found,  sometimes  under  apparently 
the  most  favourable  circumstances,  that  the  trout 
have  not  taken  the  bait  as  I  expected,  nor  as  well 
as  they  would  take  other  baits  at  the  same  time. 
This  quahty  of  caprice  in  the  trout,  however,  under 
such  circumstances,  will  not  affect  the  tyro  so 
much  as  the  adept,  as,  of  course,  the  former  must 
expect  to  serve  a  hard  and  devoted  apprenticeship 
to  the  various  modes  of  fishing  before  he  can 
reasonably  suppose  himself  competent  to  decide 
on  the  relative  merits,  at  any  particular  time,  of 
any  baits  ;  or  even  determine  whether  he,  in  his 
means  of  using  the  bait,  the  particular  bait  itself, 
or  the  trout,  is  most  obnoxious  to  his  success. 

Before  coming  to  the  river,  we  may  just  awhile 
a  little  more  minutely  compare  the  beetle  and  fern 
web.  The  former  has  the  great  advantage  of 
being  very  much  harder  than  the  latter,  and  conse- 
quently lasts  much  longer  on  the  hook  ;  indeed, 
you  may  often  catch  four  or  five  trout  without 
l^utting  on  new  beetles.  Almost  every  trout  you 
get  hold  of  will  take  away  your  fern  web  ;  and 
with  the  beetle  you  can  throw  more  boldly,  and 
into  places  you  might  be  afraid  to  cast  with  the 
fern  web.  This,  in  the  beetle,  is  increase  of  utiHty, 
with  economy  of  time  and  trouble.  The  beetle  is 
a  more  universal  insect  than  the  fern  web,  and 
may,  in  the  North  of  Devon,  be  obtained  in  abun- 
dance, when  not  a  fern  web  is  to  be  seen  ;  and  at 
all  times  they  are  more  numerous.  The  beetle 
will  Hve  longer  in  your  keeping  than  the  more 
delicate  fern  web. 

In  powers  of  attraction,  on  the  whole,  the  fern 
web  has  the  advantage.  In  the  Bray,  the  Mole, 
their  tributary  streams,  and  the  double  water 
which  they  form,  I  think  the  beetle  equal  to  the 
fern  web.  On  the  streams  of  Exmoor,  and  I 
beheve  of  Dartmoor,  the  fern  web  seems  to  be  the 
more  attractive.  This  may  be  from  the  abundance 
of  the  fern  web  natural  to  these  parts,  and  their 
comparative  scarcity  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Bray,  the  Mole,  and  the  double  waters  formed 
by  their  confluence.  Thus,  whilst  in  all  the 
streams  it  equals,  in  some  it  excels  the  beetle  as 
an  allurement.  I  cannot  allow  that  the  fern  web 
is  at  all  superior  to  the  beetle  on  the  Bray  ;  after 
much  experience,  I  consider  them  equal  in  point 
of  attraction  ;  and  since  the  beetle  is  more  easily 
obtained,  more  tenacious  of  life,  much  harder,  and 
more  economical  of  time,  and  more  general  in 
appUcation,  I  inchne  towards  a  preference  to  the 
beetle  for  general  use.  I  am  not  sure,  too,  that 
the  fern  web  is  not  the  more  uncertain  of  the  two. 

The  rivers  on  which  these  beetles  (I  shall  now 
drop  the  term  fern  web,  being  supposed  to  mean 
either)  are  so  destructive  are  any  in  which  the 
main  current  is  broken  up  into  eddies  and  little 
stickles  ;  where,  indeed,  there  is  rapidity  of  water 
and  richness  in  detnil  of  stream  ;  where  you  can 
stand  and  at  a  glance  see  the  exact  spot  that 
half-a-dozen  good  trout  would  each  appropriate 
to  himself  as  a  choice  feeding  place.  You  will 
take  trout  with  it  in  pools  formed  by  the  entire 
body  of  water — aye,  and  in  the  very  centre  of  these 
pools  ;  you  would  take  more  by  the  banks,  or  at 
the  head  of  rapids,  on  either  side  of  them,  and 
most  when  the  water  is  so  broken  up  that  the  trout 
are  forced  to  select  their  peculiar  and  individual 
feeding  holes.  In  all  streams,  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  in  the  water  ;  and  in  large  streams,  by  walk- 
ing up  the  current,  you  can,  when  the  waters  get 
very  low,  generally  find  plenty  of  these  dainty 
feeding  spots  of  tlie  large  trout.  Often,  when 
bushes  hang  far  out  over  the  edge  of  the  water, 
though  there  be  scarce  an  appearance  of  move- 
ment in  the  water,  you  may,  by  a  well-directed 
cast  under  the  bushes  and  into  very  shallow  water, 
turn  out  a  fine  old  gormandiser  who  has  been 
lurking  in  his  secluded  retirement  under  the  shallow 
of.  the  grateful  branches,  rubbing  himself  in  the 
sandy  or  shingly  bottom,  and  sucking  in  the  flies 
which,  from  the  shallowness  of  the  stream,  seem  to 
fall  directly  into  his  open  jaws.  Shallow  though 
the  water,  and  trivial  the  current,  if  you  throw 
directly  up  stream,  and  well  under  the  bushes,  you 
are  sure  of  your  fish.-. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Ac. 

Beporta  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remabks. — The  heavy  rain 
which  fell  on  Thursday  has  much  discoloured  the 
lower  parts  of  the  river,  and  the  tributaries  are 
very  high  and  are  sending  a  heavy  volume  of  water 
into  the  main  stream.  The  consequence  is  that 
the  lock  keepers  are  running  off  the  water  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  which  makes  the  stream  rather  strong. 
The  extra  stream  may,  however,  pass  away  by 
Tuesday  next,  when  the  coarse  fishing  season  com- 
mences. I  have  to  congratulate  my  friend,  Mr.  A. 
E.  Hobbs,  upon  his  capture  of  such  a  fine  Thames 
trout  as  101b.  2oz.  at  Sonning,  and  considering  that 
it  was  caught  whilst  spinning  from  the  bank  is 
really  a  wonderful  performance.  J  am  also  pleased 
to  announce  that  Mr.  A.  C,  Gardner,  of  West 
Hampstead,  on  Tuesday,  caught  a  splendid  trout 
at  Chertsey  Lock,  which  weighed  71b.  Basson,  the 
lock  keeper,  who  saw  the  fish,  described  it  as  a 
magnificent  one.  Messrs.  Cooper  have  the  fish  for 
preservation.  Now  that  the  coarse  fishing  is  com- 
mencing I  should  be  glad  if  anglers  would  kindly 
send  to  me  at  47,  High-street,  Kingston-on-Thames, 
any  reports  of  the  sport  they  get  on  the  Thames 
for  insertion  in  this  column. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — No  trout  have  been  taken  since 

my  last  report,  although  several  local  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  the  water  has  been  in  good  condition. 
The  heavy  rain  of  to-day  (June  10),  however,  will 
put  some  colour  in  the  water  and  increa-se  the 
volume  of  the  stream,  but  worms  should  be  a  good 
bait  for  the  opening  day  of  coarse  fishing,  and  I 
shall  expect  to  hear  of  some  good  chub  and  barbel 
coming  to  the  net. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Biichniond). — The  river  here  has  had  a 

good  scouring  out  with  the  recent  rains,  which 
ought  to  improve  the  fishing  here  this  season.  Let 
us  hope  it  will,  as  the  fishing  here  last  season  was 
bad  enough ;  in  fact,  the  worst  for  twenty  years. 
The  puntmen  will  all  be  ready  for  the  opening  day, 
June  16.  The  fish  are  reported  to  be  in  good 
condition. — Gaynor  and  Son. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire).— Our  May  Fly 
season  seems  to  have  terminated  very  abruptly.  I 
do  not  consider  we  have  had  a  really  good  rise  of  fly. 
When  the  Grey  Drake  dance  in  thousands  over  the 
hedges  and  willows  in  the  evening  it  must  be  due  to 
the  cold  winds  and  heavy  rains.  There  are  some 
good  fish  to  be  killed  with  the  large  Alder 
round  the  deep  ponds  in  the  evening.  I  notice 
these  large  trout  do  not  trouble  to  move  until 
it  is  getting  dusk,  then  you  can  hear  them  flopping. 
There  is  a  lot  of  fun  in  landing  one  of  these  big 
chaps.  Best  baskets  lately  are  : — Mr.  E.  Burge, 
three  brace ;  Mr.  Albert  lies,  three  brace ;  Mr.  A. 
Perry,  two  and  a  half  brace ;  Mr.  T.  Powell,  two 
and  a  half  brace ;  and  myself  two  brace.  Most  of 
these  fiah  over  lib.,  heaviest  21b.  Mr.  Faulkner 
and  friends  have  done  fairly  well  on  his  private 
water  below,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Palmer  and  Mr.  R. 
Barker  have  caught  some  heavy  fish  in  the  Park 
waters  above,  3Jlb.  being  the  heaviest.— Chas. 
Powell. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  waters  have  been  very 
low  until  to-day  (June  10),  when  a  little  freshet, 
caused  by  thundershowers,  was  apparent.  A  peal 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Long  on  Saturday  (June  6).  The 
bailiff  took  five  peal  out  of  the  Mill  beat  at 
Diinmeer,  and  transferred  them  to  the  main  river, 
the  Camel.  They  really  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
get  into  the  beat  at  all.  Trout  of  over  a  pound 
have  been  taken  during  the  week.  A  capital  stretch 
of  water  in  the  higher  Tamar  may  now  be  fished  by 
purchase  of  a  ticket  from  Mr.  Ha3Tnan,  Launceston, 
the  lessee  of  the  water. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Dapping  with  the 
fly  at  the  Weir,  on  June  4,  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green 
was  successful  in  landing  a  fine  fish  of  lib.  5oz., 
whilst  he  also  hooked  three  others  in  fine  condition. 
He  has  also  had  one  or  two  fair  baskets  in  the 
Harbourne.  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  has  had  some  good 
dishes  of  trout,  whilst  on  Thursday  (June  4)  Mr. 
E.  Distin  secured  eight,  and  Mr.  M.  Revell  half-a- 
dozen.  On  Tuesday  evening  (June  9)  Mr.  E.  Distin 
had  a  basket  of  eight  fish.  Salmon  are  still  very 
plentiful  in  the  pools,  but  the  only  rod  fisherman 
who  secured  one  last  week  was  Mr.  Bickle.  Peal 
have  not  yet  commenced  to  run,  but  they  are 
expected  with  the  first  lot  of  fresh  water.  — 
Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — There  is  but  meagre  prospect 
of  any  improvement  in  sport  in  this  district  until 
the  advent  of  a  good  spate,  the  water  being  in  an 
extremely  low  and  clear  condition.  Several  anglers 
have  plied  the  rod  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  yet 
generally  speaking  the  takes  have  been  conspicuously 
absent,  Mr.  G.  Harrison's  catch  of  six  brace  being 
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the  only  one  to  hand.  Sea  angling  has,  however 
proved  fairly  enjoyable  sport  for  anglers  in  the 
offing,  though  as  yet  the  fish  are  of  moderate  size. 
— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  salmon  fishing 
has  not  been  so  good  during  the  past  week,  the 
water  in  the  river  being  now  very  low.  Trout  have 
been  taken  in  the  main  rivers.  Greedy  and  Culm, 
the  evening  fishermen  meeting  with  most  success! 
^T-jj  Upright,  Red  Spinner,  Coachman,  and 
Middle  Blue  have  proved  good  flies.  Topsham 
natters  have  also  had  a  series  of  excellent  hauls  of 
salmon. — Red  Palmeb. 

Itchen  (Winchester).— June  3.— Cold,  north-east 
wmd,  great  drop  in  temperature,  no  appearance  of 
fly  until  1.30  p.m.,  when  for  an  hour  there  was  a  good 
rise  of  Olives  and  Iron  Blues.  No  May  Fly  rise. 
On  the  Lower  Itchen  there  was  a  corresponding 
failure  of  May  Fly  on  this  day.  June  4.— On  Bishop- 
stoke  length  of  Itchen,  little  or  no  May  Fly  rise. 
Just  a  semblance  of  hatch  at  about  2  o'clock,  but 
fish  did  not  take  well.  Spent  Gnat  began  to  fall  at 
about  6  o'clock,  chiefly  females,  and  from  then  till 
8  o'clock  fish  rose  and  fed  well.  June  5. — Mid  Itchen  : 
Olives  began  very  early  and  hatched  out  very 
well  till  12.30  p.m.  Very  little  May  Fly,  which 
commenced  about  5  o'clock,  and  lasted  for 
about  an  hour,  and  fish  took  fairly  well.  No 
Spent  Gnat  on  or  in"  the  meadows";  little  or  no 
Spinner  in  the  evening.  June  6.— Cold,  strong 
north  and  north-east  winds ;  slight  rise  of  Olives 
between  12  and  1.30,  also  a  scattered  rise  of  May 

Fly  about  5;  no  Spinner  or  evening  rise.   June  7.  

Very  cold  north-east  wind,  and  very  little  fly  at 
any  part  of  the  day ;  more  like  December  than  June. 
June  8. — Very  strong  north-east  wind,  certain  parts 
of  stream  quite  unfishable ;  good  rise  of  Iron  Blue 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  midday  ;  sprinkling  of 
May  Fly  about  n  but  wind  so  strong  that  fish  had 
no  chance.  The  May  Fly  season  would  appear  to 
be  over  on  the  Itchen.  Fish  may  have  enjoyed  it, 
but  I  have  not  heard  any  fisherman  say  he  did'. 
Strong  head  winds,  poor  and  intermittent  rises,' 
wild  and  scared  fish,  tangled  casts,   and  light 

baskets  summarise  the  May  Fly  time  of  1903.  

Pale  Watery  Olive. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  District).— The  recent 
floods  have  much  benefited  this  river.  A  great 
deal  of  rubbish  has  been  cleared  away  from  the 
river  bed.  The  roach  are  again  very  backward 
after  spawning,  but  dace  are  in  prime  condition, 
and  rise  readily  at  flies.  The  prospects  are  exceed- 
ingly good  for  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  I 
expect  to  see  many  rods  out. — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Heavy  rains  have  fallen 
m  Hertfordshire  and  Essex,  and  the  Lea  and  its 
tributaries  have  been  nicely  freshened  up  for  trout- 
fishing.  No  more  rain  falling,  the  various  streams 
should  be  found  in  good  order  for  the  week-end. 
With  regard  to  sport  among  the  trout,  I  have,  down 
to  Wednesday,  had  no  notable  captures  reported  to 
me  ;  but  I  may  mention  that  last  week  a  5  Jib.  trout 
was  landed  in  a  preserved  reach  of  the  Beane.  Pike 
are  proving  troublesome  to  trout-anglers  using  the 
spinner,  and  a  good  many  chub  and  dace  have 
appropriated  the  fly-fishermen's  lures  intended  for 
the  gamer  fish.  The  coarse  fish  have  afforded  some 
sport,  and  have  been  returned.  The  dace  are 
getting  into  good  condition,  and  these  fish  can  be 
retained  by  anglers  on  and  after  June  16,  but  the 
roach-angler  will  have  to  wait  until  July  before 
beginning  operations.  It  is  now  suggested  that  the 
recent  regrettable  loss  of  fish  in  the  Lea  was  due 
to  the  river  being  lowered,  the  sun  being  very  hot 
the  day  the  water  was  run  off.  Anglers  after  dace 
should  try  the  fly  and  the  caddis  grub.— Izaak 
Walton. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and    Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

The  May  Fly  season  has  been  most  disappointing. 
On  June  2  the  trout  were  taking  the  fly  well,  and 
then,  speaking  generally,  very  little  was  done  the 
remainder  of  the  week.  Fish  are  taking  the 
minnow  freely,  and  the  "  Vaga  "  has  accounted  for 
some  nice  baskets. — R.  T.  Williams. 
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otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— Fishing  has  been 
very  poor  indeed  for  the  last  week,  next  to  nothing 
having  been  accomplished  either  by  day  or  evening. 
The  persistent  cold  north  wind  has  been  the  cause 
of  this.  Yesterday  (June  9)  heavy  thunderstorms 
prevailed  in  these  parts,  and  there  is  a  great  deal 
more  water  in  the  river,  and  to-day  (June  10)  the 
wind  has  shifted  towards  the  south,  "so  that  we  may 
cherish  hopes  of  some  flshing  weather. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— Everything  points  to 
a  good  opening  of  the  season.  There  are  not 
nearly  so  many  weeds  as  usual  and  the  river  is  a 
nice  colour,  and  flsh  are,  if  possible,  more  numerous 
than  ever.  Some  really  beautiful  specimen  chub 
have  been  showing  themselves  this  last  week  during 
the  occasional  bursts  of  sunshine,  and  perch,  wliich 
this  river  is  so  famous  for,  are  making  the  fry  scoot 
m  all  directions  just  now. — A.  Scabd. 

Plymoutlx. — Peal  are  still  running  up  the  Tavy, 
but  the  fly  fisherman  has  a  poor  chance,  as  the 
river  is  so  raked  with  the  minnow.  There  is 
plenty  of  fish  to  be  seen  in  the  pools,  but  they  will 
not  rise  unless  the  water  is  cloudy.  Rain  is  wanted 
badly  for  the  other  rivers  also,  which  are  run  down 
very  fine  and  clear.  Whilst  writing  we  have  had 
some  fine  showers,  and  I  have  heard  with  pleasure 
that  Mr.  Piper  had  a  very  nice  peal,  which  weighed 
71b. — W.  Heabdee. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers. — There  is  but  little 
to  chronicle  in  the  way  of  sport  during  the  week. 
Cold  north  easterly  winds  have  prevailed  and 
thunder  -  showers  of  frequent  occurrence.  On 
Tuesday  on  visiting  some  of  the  western  streams, 
while  some  were  in  good  colour,  others  were  clear 
and  bright.  The  heaviest  fish  I  hear  of  was  a  trout 
of  31b.  3oz.  from  the  Emsworth  district.  Small  fish 
have  been  taken  from  the  Ouse  and  Adur  tribu- 
taries with  worm,  gentles,  and  minnow ;  but  the 
season  so  far  has  been  disappointing.  A  few  smelt 
and  small  bass  have  been  caught  in  the  harbours 
with  ragworm.  In  reply  to  a  correspondent  a  few 
trout  are  to  be  found  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Ouse  and  tributaries,  also  in  the  Rother  at  Selham 


By  joining  the  Sussex  Piscatorials,  or  the  Brighton 
Anelers'  Association,  tmuting  can  be  indulged  in 
within  a  few  miles  of  Brighton  or  Lewes. — Geoege 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  getting  very  clear  and 
low.  Some  large  salmon  taken  in  the  nets.  Whit- 
suntide the  river  at  Lynmouth  was  crowded  with 
visitors  fishing,  and  to  their  dislike  found  fish  not 
so  easily  taken  as  they  thought,  and  should 
remember  that  on  the  spot  there  is  a  more  certain 
and  reliable  way  of  purchasing  their  outfits. — Rusty 
Game. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Mr.  Turnbull  and  friend  journeyed  to  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  North  Tyne,  finding  the  water 
dead  low  and  as  clear  as  gin.  Sport  was  only  poor. 
No  doubt  the  best  style  of  fishing  very  low  waters 
is  straight  up  stream  and  not  to  either  side  of  you. 
A  few  trout  have  been  killed  on  the  Coquet  with 
clear-water  worm  flshing.  Mr.  Youngman,  of  Hirst, 
killed  a  fine  yellow  trout  on  the  Weldon  Bridge 
water,  weighing  3Jlh.  ;  drop  minnow  was  the  bait. 
The  members  of  the  Wooler  and  Doddington  Angling 
Association  havefished  their  first matchof  theseason. 
Unfortunately,  the  water  was  low  and  almost  entire 
absence  of  wind  ;  baskets  were  small.  The  prize  for 
the  heaviest — challenge  medal,  and  Mr.  Villiers' 
prize,  value  one  guinea — was  won  by  Mr.  W. 
Morton  with  21b.  3oz.  ;  2nd  prize,  value  10s.,  C. 
Scott;  3rd,  value  7s.  6d.,  A.  Allen;  4th,  value  Ss., 
A.  Jackson.  Best  size  trout,  challenge  medal  and 
prizp,  value  5s.  :  1st.,  C.  Scott.  The  prize  for  the 
heaviest  trout  was  also  awarded  to  C.  Scott  for 
one  of  13oz,  The  results  of  the  first  competition  of 
the  South  Shields  Angling  Association  are :  Messrs.  C. 
Farrage,  53Jlb.  ;  J.  W.  Potts,  41ilb.,  took  2nd 
prize  ;  E.  Laws,  321b.,  3rd  prize  ;  R.  Harrison,  281b., 
4th;  and  W.  Douglas,  25 Jib.,  5th.  A  special  prize 
for  the  first  fish  caught  went  to  T.  Posgate.  Fishint^ 
from  the  rocks  during  the  past  week  has  resulted  in 
some  heavy  catches. — Henby  A.  Mubton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  8  &  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— I  am  glad  to  say  we  have 
had  an  excellent  season,  plenty  of  salmon  being 
caught.  I  understand  it  was  Mr.  Howard,  on  Major 
Sandeman's  water,  who  caught  a  beautiful  fish  of 
281b.  weight.  Gentlemen,  including  Mr.  Martin 
(who  has  been  very  successful),  staying  at  Mr. 
Pritchard's,  Angel  Hotel,    who  has  some  grand 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  easts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Korthern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams ;"  Piscator  Leeds." 


fishing,  have  been  doing  well.  Mr.  Basil  Denner, 
The  Farm,  and  Mr.  Powlett,  Penyworlod,  have  had 
good  sport.  Good  dishes  of  trout  are  now  taken 
with  small  worm  up-stream  and  evening  fly  fishing, 
Palo  Evening  Dun  and  Cinnamon  Spinner  are  on 
now. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  now  in  order  for  fly  i  shing,  and  some 
very  mce  baskets  of  trout  liave  been  r)btained. 
Several  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wve  have 
had  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  five  and  six  brace 
each.  The  May  Fly  has  been  fairly  well  out  this 
week.  Many  anglers  have  also  fished  the  Darwent, 
and  a  nica  lot  of  good  fish  have  been  secured.  The 
Darleydale  Club's  water  has  yielded  a  nice  lot  of 
trout.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland,  on  June  4,  one  brace ;  on 
the  5th,  two  brace  ;  on  the  6th,  three  brace ;  and 
on  the  9th.  t)ne  brace— all  taken  fishing  late  in  the 
evening.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Asso- 
ciation's portion  of  this  river  has  yielded  som-^ 
good-sized  trout.  Mr.  Buxton,  on  June  6,  captured 
a_  large  trout  below  Cromford,  its  length  being 
25  inches  and  weighing  41b. — Dottebel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onsa, 
etc.   (Yorks). — The  cloudless  sky  and  bright  sun- 
shine have  been  sadly  against  trout-fi«hing  during 
the  past  week.    All  the  rivers  are  running  low  and 
clear.    Some  very  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
caught,  principally  with  the  worm  fished  well  up 
stream  on  the  finest  PennsU  tackle.   A  few  brace  of 
trout  have   been     caught  with   the  fly  in  the 
evenings,   also  with  the   natural   minnow  spun 
on  the  Ariel  flight.     The  Wharfe  is  low,  par- 
ticularly in  the  higher  reaches.     Very  few  rods 
have   been  out  at    Kilnsey,  Grassiogton,  Apple- 
treewick,  and  Burnsall.     Baskets  have  run  light; 
sport  can  only  be  met  with  in  the  early  mornings 
and  evenings.    The  following  flies  have  been  useful  : 
Brown   Owl,    Light   Watchet,  Spider   Fly,  Stoi  e 
Midge,  Poult  Bloa,  Yellow  Dotterel,  Knotted  and 
Black   Midges,    and   Bracken   Clock.    Tha  night 
moths,  namely,  the  Beck  Moths,  have  been  useful  j  u;  t 
at  dusk.    Several  Leeds  anglers  have  been  visiting 
the  reservoirs  at  Swinty  and  Fewston.    Sport  on 
these  waters  has  bean  exceptionally  good  during  the 
last  few  days.    I  know  three  anglers  who  have'had 
rare  sport,  every  one  landing  about  fifty  trout, 
each  with  worm,  minnow,  and  maggot,  the  heaviest 
fish  weighing  close  upon  2Jlb.,  and  not  a  fish  under 
lib.    Sport  has  been  only  moderate  on  the  Ilkley 
ength.    A  few  brace  of  fish  have  been  caught  with 
fly  and  worm.    Poor  returns  are  to  hand  from 
Otley  to  down  beyond  Harewood ;   beyond  this 
district,  down  to  Tadcaster,  the  bottom  flshermea 
have  done  well  with  eels  and  flounders.  The 
Nidd  is  low  and  fairly  clear;  angling  has  been 
fairly    followed    with    success    with    the  fly  in 
the   higher  reaches,  the  best   patterns  proving 
to   be  Brown  0.vl,  Stone  and  Knotted  Midges, 
and  Yellow  Partridge.     The  Derwent  has  been 
fishing  very  fair.     During  the  week  an  angler 
landed  a  fine  pike,  weighing  231b.,  out  of  a  trout 
stream    near    Hutton    Ambro,   which    has  been 
entrusted  to  me  for  preservation.    On  Saturday  I 
had  also  two  very  fine  specimens  of  sea  lamprey  eels 
(Petromyzon  marinua)  sent  for  preservation  also. 
Sport  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  has  varied! 
The  best  flies  during  the  last  few  days  have  been 
Knotted  Midge,  Blue  Partridge,  and  Green  Drake. 
Messrs.  Ultley  and  Dobson,  of   Manchester,  had 
twenty-two    and  nineteen    trout    on  successive 
days.    The   trout   up   in  tliis  district  have  not 
taken  kindly  to  the  Stone  Fly,  but  have  taken 
the  Drakes  greedily,  and  good  baskets  have  been 
made.       On    the    Cover    good     baskets  have 
been    made    during    the    time    the    Stone  Fly 
was     on.       Messrs.      Boring,      CoUinson,  and 
others    have    done    well   with    it.     Mr.    A.  C. 
Chaytor    got    sixty-two  fish    in  one  day  with 
it.     In  Coverdale,  a  foolish  farmer,  instead  of 
putting  the  contents  of  a  manure  tank  on  the 
land,  emptied  it  into  a  tributary  of  the  Cover, 
which  has  killed  every  trout  in  it ;  the  result  is,  a 
bad  crop  of  hay  to  look  forward  for,  and  a  visit  by 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board.    The  Stone  Fly  has 
killed  well  on  the  Yore  down  from  Middleham  to 
Masham  at  times,  although  on  some  days  the  fish 
would  not  look  at  it.    On  Monday  (June  8)  I  was 
out,  and  found  the  water  very  low,  but  managed  to 
kill  half  a  dozen  nice  trout  on  the  Black  Midge. 
Rain  is  very  much  needed,  and  then  sport  will 
improve. — J.  E.  Milleb,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.); 

-On  June  2  Messrs.  Gandy  and  Thompson,'  on 
Loch  Urigill,  sixty-two  trout,  ISJlb;  Messrs.  Farley, 
Huffam,  and  Welsh,  on  Loch  Cama,  thkty-eight' 
14^1b. ;  Messrs.  Tucker,  on  Loch  Urigill,  a  basket 
of  101b.  :  and  Messrs.  Bell  and  JoUv,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  2|  dozen,  besides  a  ferox  [of  7ilb.  caught 
by  Mr.  Bell.  On  June  3  Messrs.  Farley  aiid  Huffam, 
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on  Urigill,  ISJ^lb.  trout;  Captain  Watson,  2J  dozen, 
8Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Tucker,  on  Veyatie,  sixteen,  51b.  ; 
Messrs.  Welsh  and  Huffam,  twenty-five,  9Jlb.  ;  and 
Messrs.  Gandy  and  Thompson,  on  Loch'  Cama, 
fourteen  trout,  averaging  lib.  each.  On  June  4 
Mr.  Forshall,  London,  on  Urigill,  two  dozen,  7^1b. ; 
Messrs.  Farley  and  Huffam,  forty,  lOJlb. ;  Messrs. 
Tucker,  on  Cama,  thirty-two,  9^1b.  ;  Messrs.  Camp- 
bell, Gibson  and  Bell,  on  Cama,  forty,  131b.;  and 
Messrs.  Gandy  and  Thompson,  on  Veyatie,  sixteen, 
61b.  On  J une  5  Messrs.  Gandy  and  Thompson,  on 
Urigill,  seventy  trout,  19  Jib.  ;  Messrs.  Farley  and 
Huffam,  on  Cama,  twenty-seven,  81b. ;  Captain 
Walsh,  eighteen,  51b. ;  and  Messrs.  Tucker,  on 
Boarlan,  four  dozen,  13|lb.  On  June  6  Messrs. 
Tucker,  on  Urigill,  fifty  trout,  121b.,  and  Captain 
Watson,  two  dozen,  61b. — B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  June  5, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Macniven  had  a  salmon  of  141b.,  and  on 
same  day  Mr.  Forbes  had  two  salmon  of  151b.  and 
lllb.- — D.  Macdonald. 

Border  Hsk  and  Iiiddle. — Fishing  in  the  Ewes, 
Mr.  J.  Corrie  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  T.  Bell  caught  a  sea- trout  at  Langholm  Bridge. 
Mr.  R.  Nesbit  had  over  a  score  of  yellow  trout  in 
the  Tarras.  Messrs.  A.  Keen  and  T.  Steel,  of 
Canonbie,  had  each  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in 
the  Liddle,  and  have  had  an  odd  sea-trout  or  two 
in  the  Esk,  about  IJlb.  in  weight.  Mr.  Riddle, 
Rowanburn,  has  also  had  some  sea-trout  over  lib. 
in  weight.  The  catchesof  sea- trout  in  the  Sol  way  have 
been  good  during  the  past  week,  and  the  stake  nets 
have  ^one  fairly  ell.  Salmon,  however,  are  scarce. 
Mr.  Thos.  Johnstone,  Langholm,  had  a  couple  of 
sea-trout  below  the  town  on  Friday,  the  weights 
being  Iflb.  and  l|^lb.  Fishing  in  the  Factory 
Gullets,  opposite  Langholm,  Mr.  J.  Robinson  caught 
a  sea-trout  of  l|lb.  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne  had  two 
sea-trout  below  Langholm.  In  Tarras,  Messrs.  J. 
McCorquodaie  and  Mr.  J.  Lardlow  had  good  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  on  Friday.  After  the  rain,  which 
fell  in  the  early  morning,  Mr.  John  Bell,  Langholm, 
had  one  of  the  best  baskets  of  the  season — 141b. ; 
Mr.  John  Young  killed  over  five  dozen,  and  Mr. 
Walter  Glendenning  had  eight  dozen  and  eight  burn 
trout,  the  best  over  lib.,  all  in  good  condition,  from 
the  Tarras  water.  Mr.  T.  Bell,  Langholm,  killed  a 
fine  yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water,  weighing  1  Jib. 
Mr.  John  Johnstone  had  three  sea-trout  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Esk  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Riddle  has 
had  two  sea-trout,  21b.  each,  in  the  middle  reaches. 
Fishing  in  the  Double  Water  at  Willow  pool,  Mr. 
McLellan  creeled  a  nice  sea-trout  and  some  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Walter  Riddle  caught  a  sea-trout  of 
21b.  below  Canonbie  Bridge.  Miss  Wood  and  Miss 
Brackenridge  have  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  mid  reaches. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  This 
river,  which  up  till  recently  yielded  such  splendid 
sport  on  all  the  sections,  has  now  dwindled  off 
almost  to  nothing.  Water  too  low  and  weather 
too  bright. — B. 

Deveron  (Bauffsliire). — On  Mr.  Porter's  fishing 
at  Marnoch  Lodge,  Mr.  J.  S.  Shaw  and  party  creeled 
forty-six  trout  scaling  Bljlb. ;  and  on  the  Cornie- 
haugh  section,  Mr.  John  Stuart  Leng  had  to  his 
own  rod  thirty-three  trout  weighing  16 Jib. — 
Retrop. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — Fishing 
from  Inchnadamph  Hotel,  on  June  3,  Messrs. 
Hodgson  and  Denman,  two  trout,  21b.  On  June  4, 
Messrs.  Hodgson  and  Denman,  sixteen  trout,  61b. ; 
Messrs.  Trousdale,  eleven  trout,  51b. ;  Major  Wil.son, 
one  jerox,  5^1b. ;  Messrs.  Copperthwaite  and  Leetham, 
seven  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Hurtley,  ten  trout,  51b.  On 
June  5,  Major  Wilson,  one  salmon,  lllb.;  Mr. 
Leetham,  one  trout,  2|lb. ;  Messrs.  Sauer  and 
Hurtley,  twelve  trout,  41b.  On  June  6,  Messrs. 
Cross,  Thompson,  and  MacArthur,  seventeen  trout, 
71b.  ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  sixteen  trout,  81b.  On  June  8, 
Messrs.  Copperthwaite  and  Leetham,  seventeen 
trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  seventeen  trout,  71b. ; 
Messrs.  Hurtley  and  Sauer,  twelve  trout,  41b,  ; 
Messrs.  Cross  and  MacArthur,  twenty- two  trout, 
101b. ;  Major  Wilson,  one  salmon,  8Jlb.  Weather 
very  dry,  rain  much  required.— W.  Wallace. 

Loch.  Awe. — Angling  from  Port  Sonachan  Hotel 
on  Wednesday,  June  3,  Mr.  Hewat,  Surbiton,  had  a 
Salmo  ftrox  weighing  71b.,  and  two  trout,  each 
weighing  2|lb.  On  Thursday,  June  4,  Mr.  Breach, 
Chislehurst,  had  nine  ti'out  weighing   101b. — T. 

CAMERON. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel,  N.B.). — 

Fishing  from  Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  Loch  Katrine 
on  June  8,  Mr.  Ecker&ley  had  eight  trout,  3^1b. ; 
Mr.  Budd,  seven,  31b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  Hayes,  fourteen, 
6^lb.  ;  and  Mr.  MacNab,  in  two  hours  on  the  same 
evening,  had  fouiteen,  S^lb. — D.  Feiiguson. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Bright  weather  con- 
tinues w  ith  intervals  of  dulness.  Sport  has  slightly 
improved,  but  the  captures  continue  much  below 
the  average  numbers.  Sixteen  members  of  the 
Dunfeimljue  CUib  o»p<ured,  with  fly,  a  total  of 


twenty- four  trout,  331b.  The  annual  competition 
by  the  united  Edinburgh  clubs  was  held ;  four 
club  teams  were  represented,  each  by  five  rods. 
The  Amateur  Club  was  first  with  ten  trout, 
lllb.  12oz.,  Waverley  being  second  with  five 
trout,  61b.  13oz.  The  first  prize  was  won  by 
Mr.  J.  Murdoch,  of  the  Waverley  Club,  with 
three  trout,  41b.  7oz.  The  following  were  the 
most  successful  private  parties  out :  Mr.  Rush- 
worth  and  Mr.  Riley,  Colne,  six  trout,  81b.  12oz. ; 
Colonel  Lambert,  three  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Harvey, 
Kent,  eight  trout,  131b.;  Mr.  Slater,  Newark,  four 
trout,  51b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Humphrey,  Newcastle,  three 
trout,  41b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Riddell,  London,  three  trout, 
51b  4oz. ;  Mr.  Bartholomew,  Leeds,  three  trout,  61b. 
— R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  June  1,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
CoUinssplatt  killed  a  nice  salmon  weighing  121b. 
On  the  2nd,  Mr.  Tilston  had  one  of  141b.  On  the 
3rd,  fishing  Loch  Mhor,  Mr.  A.  McKenzie  killed  a 
nice  basket  of  thirty-six  trout,  weighing  141b.  On 
the  4th,  fishing  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  CoUins- 
splatt landed  a  salmon  of  141b.  On  the  5th,  Messrs. 
McKenzie  and  Gillies,  fishing  Loch  Mhor,  killed 
thirty-seven  trout,  141b. — S.  Tilston. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — River  getting  lower, 
sport  good  on  upper  reaches  above  Aboyne,  but 
poor  elsewhere.  The  prevailing  east  wind  has 
been  very  unfavourable.  A  spate  is  much  needed, 
and  till  that  comes  the  grilse  and  summer  salmon 
will  not  come  on  the  coast.  On  the  Balmoral 
waters  General  Stacy  had  a  salmon  of  9ilb..  while 
Taylor  had  two  of  8^\h.  and  lllb.  On  the  Aboyne 
reaches  Mr.  Price  landed  four  fish  of  71b.  to  91b.  ; 
Mr.  Chalmers  had  two  6-pounders  and  four  scaling 
up  to  171b.;  Captain  Ellison  had  two  of  91b. 
and  lllb.;  and  Mrs.  Blandy  Jenkins  two  of 
91b.  each.  On  the  Crathes  waters,  Mr.  Gilchrist 
and  party  have  had  one  and  two  daily.  On 
the  Don,  Mr.  J.  F.  Hardie  and  friend,  Edinburgh, 
had  three  days  at  Bridge  of  Alford  last  week,  and 
made  good  baskets  from  lOlb.  to  171b.,  heaviest 
trout,  2|-lb.  Fish  mostly  gorged  with  fly  and  larvse, 
and  not  rising  to  the  natural  fly.  On  the  Pitmedden 
water,  Mr.  A.  Lindsay  made  a  good  basket  on 
Monday,  while  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Clyne  had  good 
takes  on  the  Ord  and  Leuchar  burns.  Ythan  and 
Ugie  suffering  from  the  drought  and  unfavourable 
angling  conditions  generally.  Deveeon. — Water 
too  small  for  good  angling;  only  those  clear  water 
worming  are  making  anything  of  it. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) — 
During  the  past  week  the  following  good  baskets 
have  been  made : — On  June  2,  Mr.  Leake,  West 
Winch,  King's  Lynn,  landed,  on  Mid  Shin,  two  and  a 
quarter  dozen  trout,  121b.,  besides  a  /erox  weighing 
81b.,  and  Dr.  Izod,  London,  on  Flag,  eight  trout, 
3|lb.  On  3rd,  Dr.  Izod,  London,  on  Top  Shin, 
three  and  a  quarter  dozen,  17 lb.,  and  Mr.  Leake,  on 
Flag,  sixteen  trout,  7Jlb.,  or  an  average  of  close  on 
Jib.  each.  On  4th,  Mr.  Leake,  on  Top  Shin,  eight 
trout,  31b.,  and  Dr.  Izod,  on  Loch  Griam,  one 
dozen,  61b.  On  5th,  Dr.  Izod,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
eight  trout,  4 Jib.,  and  Mr.  Leake,  on  Mid  Shin, 
eleven,  5Jlb.  On  6th,  Dr.  Izod,  on  Top  Shin, 
twenty-one  trout,  121b.,  and  Mr.  Leake,  on  Loch 
Griam,  fourteen,  5Jlb.  On  8th,  Colonel  Dixon, 
London,  on  Top  Flag,  twenty-two  trout,  6Jlb.,  and 
Mr.  Leake,  on  Low  Fiag,  one  dozen,  51b.,  and 
Dr.  Izod,  on  Top  Shin,  eight,  41b.  Total  fish  during 
the  past  week,  182  trout,  aggregating  94 Jib.,  besides 
two  ffrox,  181b.— B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Amongst  the  anglers  out  from  the  Stafford  Arms 
last  week  were  Messrs.  Wood,  Captain,  and  others, 
who  enjoyed  excellent  sport  on  Lochan-Uidhe, 
Bhain  Lochs,  and  other  waters.  Trout  averaged 
about  lib.  each,  though  in  some  cases  that  average 
was  exceeded. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — A  considerable  number 
of  sea-trout  have  ascended  the  different  streams  of 
the  district,  and  an  odd  salmon  or  two  have  also 
been  seen  rising  in  the  deeper  pools.  The  only 
catches  with  the  fly  have  been  made  after  dark. 
Angling  in  the  Annan  the  other  evening  a  gentleman 
killed  a  sea-trout  of  3Jlb.  In  the  Hoddom 
Castle  section  a  number  of  good  sea-trout  have 
also  been  secured  bv  fishing  after  ten  at  night 
with  the  fly.  Mr.  J.  Lockhart  had  a  nice  one 
the  other  evening.  Mr.  Thorburn  has  caught 
several  sea-trout  in  the  Mount  Annan  water. 
In  the  Warmanbie  stream,  below  Mount  Annan 
island,  Mr.  Wilson  took  one  sea- trout  of  IJlb.  with 
fly.  Mr.  Sharp  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Gray  fished  the 
Wamphray  water,  and  had  fair  sport  among  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Lightfoot  took  one  sea-trout  and  about 
twenty  yellow  trout.  Sport  has  been  disappoint- 
ing below  Sanquhar,  on  account  of  the  low 
waters,  but  several  rods  had  some  trout  in 
the  portions  higher  up  the  river.  In  the  Ayr- 
shiie  part  of  the  country  some  fair  creels  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  taken.   Loch  Roon,  near 


Dalmollington,  and  Lochinvar,  near  to  Carsphairn, 
have  been  doing  fairly  well  with  the  day  fly.  Mr. 
Marshall  killed  four  trout  on  Lochwinnoch  the  other 
day  which  weighed  lib.  lOJoz. — Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  rivers  continue  to  keep  very  low  owing  to  the 
very  warm  and  dry  weather.  They  are  also  getting 
foul  with  floating  greenstuff  which  is  very  annoying 
to  anglers.  Salmon  fishing  is  almost  out  of  the 
question;  one  of  101b.,  however,  was  got  at  Makera- 
toun  on  June  8,  by  the  fisherman  Fairbairn,  with 
the  worm.  Captain  Birrell,  on  the  Carham  water, 
had  two  last  week,  also  some  nice  takes  of  trout. 
On  the  Eden,  on  June  5,  Mr.  Thompson,  Ednam, 
had  a  remarkable  take  for  so  small  a  river — 
namely,  eight  trout,  weighing  9lb.,  with  worm.  On 
the  Teviot,  on  June  6,  Mr.  J.  Cant  had  81b., 
early  morning  fishing  with  the  maggot  grub ;  on 
June  8.  4lb.  ;  and  on  June  9,  3  Jib.  On  the  Tweed, 
night  fishing  with  the  Professor  and  orange  body, 
Mr.  J.  Hogg  had  eleven  trout,  weighing  9lb.,  on 
June  5.  On  June  4,  Mr.  W.  Tait,  jun.,  Banff  Mill, 
had  a  pplendid  basket  of  9Jlb.  with  fly  also  in  the 
evening.  On  the  Teviot,  on  June  9,  Mr.  W.  Currie 
had  a  nice  lot  of  71b.  Pike  fishing  is  still  being 
eagerly  pursued  on  the  Tweed  below  Kelso  Bridge. 
Mr.  J.  Murray,  on  June  8,  had  one  of  8  Jib. ;  and  on 
the  Teviot,  above  Heiton  Mill,  Mr.  R.  B.  Hogarth 
had  three,  one  a  monster  of  15 Jib.,  the  other  two 
weighing  3Jlb.  and  31b.  respectively,  on  June  9. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — Very  warm, 
bright  weather  with  east  winds  for  the  past  fort- 
night, and  there  has  been  practically  no  angling, 
except  for  brown  trout,  of  which  a  few  baskets 
have  been  had.  There  is  a  great  quantity  of  peal 
at  Toombeola  Bridge ;  the  first  good  flood  will  have 
them  on  the  run  up  to  the  different  lakes.  A  few 
white  trout  were  seen  last  week  on  the  river. — Jock 
Scott. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — ^This  river  has  been  in  angling 
volume  for  the  past  week,  but  there  is  little  sport  to 
record,  as  the  sunshine  in  the  daytime  and  cold 
wind  from  the  east  at  night  have  caused  the  trout 
to  come  badly  to  the  fly  in  all  the  stretches.  There 
is  a  large  run  of  spring  salmon  in  the  pools  below 
Caronroe,  but  they  are  not  going  over  the  weir,  and 
there  is  enough  water  to  take  them  to  any  part  of 
the  river  and  the  lake.  A  run  of  grilse  is  coming 
in  from  the  sea  that  will  stock  the  river.  Mr.  A. 
Meenan  caught  twenty-three  trout,  scaling  321b., 
and  Mr.  Isaac  George,  fifteen  trout,  171b.,  on  the 
Portglenone  reach  in  five  days.  Mr.  Mulgrave 
caught  three  trout,  61b.,  on  the  Kilrea  section. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  landed  four  salmon,  101b., 
lllb.,  12Jlb.,  and  16Jlb;  Major  Montgomery,  seven 
salmon,  ranging  from  91b.  to  17lb. ;  and  Colonel 
Delacherois,  six  salmon,  ranging  from  101b.  to  161b., 
on  the  Caroru-oe  stretch. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  of  the  past 
week  was  glaringly  bright  in  the  daytime,  with 
chilly  northerly  winds  after  sunset.  River  fishing 
is  out  of  the  question  save  on  the  deep  pools  after 
sundown.  There  will  be  no  river  fishing  till  a  fiood 
comes.  On  the  Wood  burn  Dams  trouting  this  week 
was  confined  to  the  rise  after  sunset,  and  on  several 
evenings  fairly  good  takes  were  made  on  the  Middle 
Basin  and  Upper  Basin,  On  Tuesday  evening 
there  was  a  phenomenal  rise  on  the  Upper  Basin, 
but  the  fish  came  short.  Mr.  John  Wright  had 
eight,  myself  five,  and  half  a  dozen  other  rods  had 
two  or  three  brace.  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
two  heavy  fish  in  the  weeds  when  it  was  impossible 
to  see  where  the  files  were  alighting,  and  Mr.  G. 
Black  had  a  sharp  tussle  with  a  monster,  which 
eventually  smashed  him.  A  couple  of  London 
anglers  were  out  during  the  week,  but  did  little. 
At  this  time  the  trout  will  take  the  fly  almost  at 
the  bank  of  the  reservoir. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone), — The  Blackwater  is 
needing  a  flood,  it  being  low  and  clear.  The  Green 
Drake  rise  has  been  an  indifferent  one.  A  15lb. 
pike  was  killed  last  week  on  the  Aughnacloy 
reaches. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Very 
bright  hot  weather  continued  all  through  the  past 
week,  yet  some  fine  salmon  were  landed  on  the 
Erne.  The  following  are  the  particulars :  On 
June  5  and  6,  Mr.  Geo.  Godwin  landed  three  fine 
salmon  of  15Jlb.,  151b.,  and  13Jlb.  On  June  6, 
Mr.  R.  S.  Johnston  landed  one  salmon  of  151b. 
Mr.  John  Darby  landed  three  salmon  of  16 Jib., 
15Jlb.,  and  14lb  on  June  4  and  6.  Mr.  Cowell  and 
Doctor  Buckley  landed  two  of  131b.  and  16 Jib. 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Geo.  Cripps  landed  one 
of  131b.  on  June  8.  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas  landed  two 
on  the  same  day  of  91b.  and  101b.  ;  Mr.  H.  J, 
Parsons  landed  a  beautiful  salmon  of  20Jlb.  in 
weight  on  June  8,  and  a  grilse  of  51b.  on  June  9.— 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 


June  13,  1903 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Killary  Bay  (co.  Galway).  —  Fishing  from 
L.eenane  Hotel,  on  June  3,  one  angler  had  a  good 
basket  of  forty-two  brown  trout.  Mr.  Cleshan 
caught  thirty-six  on  Lough  Wabrack,  near  Leenane, 
and  Mrs.  Hare  sixteen.  Considering  the  very  dry 
weather  and  bright  sunshine  sport  has  been  very 
fair.  Whiting  fishing  on  Killary  Bay  has  com- 
menced. Mr.  and  Mrg.  Helene  caught  forty  on 
June  6  in  a  few  hours. — R.  H.  McKeown. 

Lough  Coriib  (Kilbegr,  co.  Galway).  —  The 
following  gentlemen  fished  at  Kilbeg  and  local 
rivers  last  week  :— Sir  Richard  Armstrong,  Captain 
Jesson,  Captain  Downing,  Mr.  P.  Davy  Mr  J 
Meldon,  Mr.  Roule  Joyce,  Mr.  Cross,  Mr.'Mau'me". 
H  air  sport  was  had  considering  the  very  drv  and 
calm  weather. — T.  M.  J  J 

Lough  Erne.— The  May  Fly  season  on  the  lake 
so  far  has  not  been  a  success  owing  to  the  bricrlit 
weather.  The  heaviest  trout  taken  on  the  "fly 
during  the  past  week  was  caught  by  Mr.  J.  Esk- 
rigge,  a  beauty  weighing  51b.  During  the  late 
evenings  of  the  past  week,  Mr.  Geo.  Godwin,  Mr 
R.  S.  Johnston,  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  Mr.  Joice,  and 
others  landed  some  fine  trout  on  the  Erne  many 
of  them  weighing  21b.  and  2Jlb.  each.  A  gentleman 
caught  eight  trout  during  the  evenings  of  the  past 
week,  weighing  231b,  Pat  Rogan  had  a  fine  catch 
of  nine  trout  below  the  falls  at  Ballyshannon  on 
J une  5,  the  largest  fish  weighing  61b.— M  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur).— Col.  O'Strehan,  Col 
Dunne,  Major  Twigg,  and  J,  E.  Cockburn  arefishin<r 
the  above  water  from  Kilbride  Lodge.  Owing  to 
calm  weather  fly  fishers  were  obliged  to  troll,  which 
yielded  good  sport.  Col.  Dunne  added  another  large 
trout  to  his  catch  on  June  6,  which  scaled  81b 
J.  E.  Cockburn  had  the  record  fish  of  the  season^ 
so  far,  on  June  4,  a  magnificent  brown  trout  which 
turned  the  scale  at  101b.  3oz. ;  it  has  been  sent  to 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  London,  to  be  preserved. 
Several  other  trout  were  got  ranging  from  lib.  to 
olb. — P.  S. 

Loughs  Mask  ajxd.  Corrib  (Clonbur).  —  The 

following  anglers  have  been  fishing  the  above  waters 
■  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  Ireland,  and 
sport  has  never  been  so  good  :  The  Rev.  Mr.  Gresley 
and  party,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chitty,  Captain  Williamson 
Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Master  Fortune,  Messrs.  F.  Hall, 
J.  Hall,  Smallwood,  Hill,  Davis,  Hogan  Mack' 
Williams,  Tait,  Bicknell,  Armour,  De  Maupas' 
McElroy,  and  Hazzell,  Dr.  Guarry,  and  Mr.  Wells,' 
of  Keighley.  Weather  very  warm  since  last  report  • 
still  the  baskets  creeled  have  been  heavy,  Mr. 
De  Maupas  making  the  largest  of  the  week— -oii 
June  4,  161b.  of  trout;  5th,  201b.  of  trout ;  6th,  181b 
of  trout.  Anglers  are  now  turning  to  fish  Lough 
Corrib— the  May  Fly  now  in  full  swing  and  a  good 
dapping  lake— Mr.  Hi  1  making  a  good  basket,  as  I 
write,  of  121b.,  on  the  fly.— J.  A.  J 

Moy  (Ballina).— Water  in  good  order,  with  lots 
of  fish  in  the  pools,  but  rising  badly  owing  to 
bright  sunshine.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson,  on  June  6,  rose 
a  fish  and  hooked  another;  there  were  no  other 
rods  out.  Lough  Conn  fishing  bad,  only  a  few 
trout  being  got  and  some  pike,  owing  to  the 
weather. — John  Devees. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CnUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Sport  dull  owing  to  the  weather.  Mr< 
J.  C.  Wilson,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Carter,  two  grilse, 
3|lb.,  51b. ;  Mr.  D.  Herdingham,  one  grilse,  5|lb.  • 
Mr.  Martin,  one  salmon,  131b.,  one  grilse,  41b.  ; 
Mr.  C.  Veasey,  two  grilse,  4Jlb.  and  61b.  Some  fair 
takes  of  trout  have  been  had  on  some  days. 
Loughs  Callow  and  Talt  fished  well  for  the  past 
week.  Mrs.  Kendal  Channer  had  several  pike,  and 
lost  a  salmon ;  Mr.  Kendal  Channer  lost  a  salmon 
— Pat  Heaenes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  Weather  dry,  but 
wind  very  unfavourable.  On  Doonass,  Hr.  H. 
Hodges  killed  one  salmon,  91b.  On  Newgarden, 
Mr.  Astley  Creswick  killed  two  salmon,  14Ib.,  15ilb' 
and  two  peal,  31b.,  51b.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mr, 
E.  T,  Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  15Jlb.  Trout 
fishers  have  been  doing  pretty  well,  and  should 
have  good  sport  for  some  time  to  come. — John 
Eneight  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MuUingar).  

Dapping  with  the  Green  Drake  is  virtually  over  on 
the  lakes,  and  the  great  majority  of  tourist  anglers 
have  gone  away.  The  weather  during  nearly  the 
entire  time  was  eminently  unsuitable  for  this  very 
fascinating  sport.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  the 
fishing  on  Loughs  Ennell  and  Derravaragh  was 
much  in  advance  of  that  obtained  last  year.  The 
rise  of  fly  on  Lough  Owel  was  far  below  the 
average ;  and  of  the  small  number  which  did  rise, 
very  few  escaped  the  attention  of  the  black-headed 
gulls.  These  birds  literally  swarmed  on  Lough 
Ennell;  and  have  greatly  increased  on  Derravaragh, 
They  are  few  in  number  on  Lough  Owel  in  con- 
sequence of  the  scarcity  of  the  Green  Drake,  The 
Wind  still  remains  in  the  east  point,  where  it  has 


been  for  nearly  a  fortnight,  and  which  proved  a 
most  serious  impediment  to  the  enjoyment  of  good 
sport.— T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux.— June6.— The  May  Flies  of  the  Rhone 
Valley  waters  are  disappearing  fast,  otherwise 
things  remain  much  the  same  as  last  week.  There 
were  one  or  two  lovely  fishing  days,  and  on  others 
it  was  next  to  impossible  to  cast  a  May  Fly  in  the 
strong  wind.  The  attention  paid  to  these  flies  was 
capricious,  and  many  of  the  rises  seen  could  be 
attributed  to  coarse  fish.  Among  half  a  dozen 
fezheura,  gentle  and  simple,  some  forty  fish  of  sorts, 
according  to  information  received,  may  have  been 
taken,  with  an  estimated  weight  of  12ib.  to  151b 
none  larger  than  half  a  pound  having  been  heard 
of,  though  a  few  much  larger  were  seen  to  rise.  Fly 
fishing  in  the  lower  part  of  the  valley  has  been 
limited  to  the  Stockalper  on  account  of  dirty  water 
— Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Dunkineely  Ceo.  Donegal).— The  weather  here 
IS  fane.  Sea  anglers  are  having  good  sport.  Pollack 
and  bass  are  taking  well.  Mr.  James  Lyons  had 
four  pollack  on  Monday,  weighing  301b.;  Captain 
McHugh,  seven  pollack  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
average  weight,  61b. ;  Major  Coorish,  three  pollack' 
average  weight,  81b,  The  prospects  for  sea-fishing 
here  this  year  are  good. — G.  B.  H. 

Plymouth.— Mackerel  are  plentiful  all  over  the 
Sound,  and  several  gocfd  hauls  have  been  made 
underneath  the  Hoe  close  to  the  rocks  and  piers, 
and  some  good  baskets  have  also  been  taken  whiffing.' 
To  those  who  are  fond  of  going  outside  for  the  large 
pollack  I  will  give  a  word  of  caution  as  the  wind 
freshens  very  often  suddenly,  and  unless  you  are 
well  accustomed  to  the  management  of  the  boat 
you  may  get  blown  to  sea  if  the  wind  and  tide  are 
against  you.  There  is  plenty  of  sport  inside  the 
bound  for  the  inexperienced,  and  some  good  takes 
of  pollack  can  be  had  in  various  parts  of  the  Sound. 
Bass  are  still  feeding  well  off  the  Devil's  Point,  and 
a  good  plan  is  to  fish  with  a  drift  line  with  a  No.  4-0 
hook  and  a  large  natural  prawn.    Some  nice  ones 

have  been  caught  in  this  way  during  the  week  

W.  Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough.— Fish  are  now  very  abundant  in 
the  bay,  and  both  boat  and  pier  anglers  are  having 
good  sport  with  silver  whiting  and  flatfish.  Weather 
fine,  and  prospects  good. — H. 


Ilssociaftons,  etc. 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  (June  15),  at  8  p.m.  The  delegates'  green 
voting  and  admission  tickets  will  hold  good  for  this 
meeting.  The  guide-books  will  be  handed  over  to 
the  delegates  at  the  meeting. — R.  G,  Woodruff. 

ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY, 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following 
donations  .—Victoria  Brothers,  2s.  6d, ;  Bermondsey 
Constitutional,  £1  ISs,  6d, ;  Southend,  13s.  6d. ; 
box  at  the  Swan,  Bures,  43.  lid. ;  and  £7  Is.  6d.  on 
account  of  moiety  of  proceeds  of  concert  organised 
by  the  Oglander  Piscatoriak  for  the  A.  B.  S.  and 
T.  A.  P.  S.  The  arrangements  for  the  general 
meeting  are  not  yet  complete,  but  I  hope  to  be  able 

to  make  a  definite  announcement  next  week.  

W.  H.  Barbee,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush, 


British  Sea  Anqlees'  Society, 
On  Wednesday  the  members  devoted  the  evening 
to  the  consideration  of  lines  and  winches.  The 
tables  were  filled  with  explanatory  material,  great 
trouble  having  been  taken  to  provide  full  illustration 
of  remarks  made  and  advice  given.     With  Mr. 
Charles  Hussey  in  the  chair,  the  reports  of  agents 
and  members  were  rapidly  disposed  of — Parkstone, 
Weymouth,  East  Looe,  Penzance,  Aberffraw,  and 
Waterville  being  included.     A  report  from  New 
Zealand  of   the  capture  of  trout  of  enormous 
weight,  up  to  IS^Ib,    One  evening's  take,  three, 
weighing  431b.,  were  taken,  the  heaviest,  14ilb. 
Mr.  Mallett,  fishing  at  Southwick  with  Mr,  Crisfield 
at  Whitsuntide,  had  fair  sport  with  the  bream,  and 
took  a  few  conger  and  an  octopus,  which  he  pro- 
posed to  exhibit  at  one  of  the  meetings  shortly. 
The  subject  of  the  evening,  "  Sea  Reels  and  Lines," 
was  then  opened  by  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates,  and  thoroughly 
sifted  and  dealt  with  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Gordon, 
Pickup,  Minchin,  Mallett,  G.  Read  Clarke,  Tucker, 
and  Roberts,  who  lavishly  gave  out  for  the  benefit 
of  their  fellow  members  a  mass  of  information, 
the  gathering  of  years  of  experience,  upon  the 
relative  methods  for  different  purposes  of  the 


numerous  exhibits  with  which  the  tables  were 
crowded  :  reels,  wood  and  metal,  multiplying  gear 
now  so  common  in  America,  and  the  various  devices 
for  breaks  and  checks,  the  needful  pulleys  or  sheaves 
for  securing  free  running,  the  dressings  for  preserving 
wood  ree  3  from  splitting,  etc.  When  no  more  wm 
to  be  said,  Imes  were  dealt  with  in  the  same  spirit. 
Much  stress  was  laid  upon  the  different  requirements 
of  deep  and  shallow  fishing,  fishing  from  boats 
?T®''^'ri.  ^^i^^  in  lieavy  and  slack  tides. 

Mr.  T.  Roberts,  who  won  the  champion  cup  at 
Deal,  presented  the  society  with  portraits  of  him- 
self and  boatman  and  received  thanks.  Tho 
secretary  announced  a  very  large  addition  to  tho 
number  of  stations  and  expressed  the  gratitude  of 
tho  committee  to  many  of  the  coastguard  officers 
and  hfe-boat  officials  round  the  coast  for  valuable 
information  received.  The  subject  for  consideration 
upon  Wednesday  next  was  announced  as  being 
'  Paternosters." — Hon.  REroKTER. 

City  of  London  Pisoatobial  Society. 

A  busy  committee  meeting,  Mr.  R,  Snare  pre- 
siding, preceded  on  Tuesday  last  a  very  interesting 
meeting  of  the  members  generally,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Mr.  T.  W.  Maynard-    Fishing  reports 
were  few,  however.    Mr.  Snare  had  had  a  qualified 
success,  taking  (at  Amwell)  a  brace  of  trout,  which 
—being  somewhat  small — were  not,  however  re- 
tained.    Mr.  Maynard,  fishing  in  Worcestershire 
and  Lincolnshire,  had  also  had  a  fair  amount  of 
sport,  taking  trout  and  other  fish.     A  member 
proposed  May  26,  was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected  ■ 
a  gentleman  being  also  nominated  for  future  elec- 
tion.   The  library  received  an  accession,  thanks  to 
Messrs    Bentley   and  Dryden.     The  supper  on 
June  .JO  is  likely  to  be  very  successful,  many  tickets 
being  already  applied  for.    There  will  be  a  roving 
competition  on  Tuesday  next,  June  16,  for  three 
special  prizes,  viz.,  prize  for  three  best  roach,  also 
lor  three  best  bream,  and  for  three  best  chub; 
usual  C.L.P.S.  conditions,  fish  taken  being  also 
eligible  for  society's  medal.    After  the  customary 
toast  the  meeting  concluded  with  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman. — Hon.  Reporter. 
Geesham  Anqlino  Society. 
Mr.  J ,  B.  Close  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  Members 
related  their  holiday  experiences,    Messrs,  Emery 
Gill,  and  Borthwick  paid  a  visit  to  Norfolk  but 
were  unrewarded  with  the  fish  they  sought,  owing 
chiefly  to  the  injudicious  way  in  which  the  weeds 
had  been  cut  in  the  river  they  fished.    Messrs.  Emery 
and  Borthwick,  however,  had  good  sport  on  the 
Lea  with  the  chub,  which,  of  course,  were  re- 
turned,    Mr.  Buckingham  and  friends  went  to 
Leigh,  and  had  fair  takes  of  flat  fish.    The  Chess 
has  fished  well  during  the  last  fortnight,  some 
good  fish  bemg  brought  to  the  landing-net.  Mr 
Blake  took  a  nice  one  of  lib.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  H  S 
Saunders  took  five  trout  on  June  6,  but  retm-ned 
a  1  but  one  ;  Mr.  Eldred  secured  a  brace  weighing 
3lb.  9oz.,  largest  2lb.  3oz.,  besides  smaller  ones! 
ihe  privilege  tickets  applied  for  will  be  ready  for 
distribution  on  Tuesday  week.    A  new  member  was 
elected.    Members  are  reminded  that  Mr.  Walker's 
paper,  "Electricity  and  Rainfall  "  will  be  read  on 
iuesday  next.    Arrangements  will  be  made  that 
evening  for  an  outing  to  Leigh.— F.  E.  Eldred, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  the  weekly  meeting 
on  June   10.     The  angling  programme  for  the 
ensuing  season  was  exhaustively  dealt  with  and 
settled.    Eight  official  outings  have  been  arranged 
tour  Sunday  and  four  week  day.    Half  will  be  held 
on  the  society's  and  half  on  public  waters.  The 
prize  hst  was  arranged  and  is  now  in  the  printer's 
hands.    The  angling  experiences  related  referred 
solely  to  the  May  Fly  fishing,  and  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  this  had  been  unsatisfactory.    On  the 
society  3  Kennet  fishery  the  abnormal  height  of  the 
waters  had  rendered  the  attempts  at  the  usual 
daisy  toppmg  "  all  but  abortive,  and  thus  a  great 
part  of  the  water  was  practically  unfishable  The 
rise  had  been  intermittent  and  poor,  and  no  sooner 
did  the  flies  reach  the  surface  than  the  boisterous 
wind   whisked  them  ashore.     However,  several 
members  were  rewarded  by  taking  nice  fish,  the 
best,  taken  from  the   club   fishery   by  Mr  G 
Rayner,  sealing  within  a  fraction  of  31b,    A  note- 
worthy feature  of  the  fishing  on  this  water  has  been 
the  really  fine  class  of  dace  landed,  several  running 
up  to  14oz.  or  15oz,  apiece.    It  is  to  be  hoped  thev 
will  show  up  again  after  June  16,— G,  W 


^RESSBRS  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Ready 
price  2».  net,  or  post  free  for  Is.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Di^sser  s 
Cab.netof  Devices;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Flv 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McC  elland 
•n^,  w'^"   °L^^^  -^J:'^  '^ith  eighty  illustrat^us 

This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had 
post  free,  by  sending  2t.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Maratoii  and  Co 
St.  DuMtan'g  House,  Fetler-laae,  London,       ■'^'^^'^'^  Vo. 
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"Science  is  a  first-rate  piece  of  furniture  for  a 
man's  upper  chamber,  if  he  has  common-sense  on  the 
ground  floor.'' — O.  W.  Holmes. 


The  National  Angling  Clubs'  competition  was 
held  on  Loch  Leven  on  Wednesday,  when  forty- 
three  representatives  of  angling  clubs  competed 
and  captured  eighty-eight  trout.  The  champion 
was  Mr.  Bulloch,  of  Glasgow  St.  Mungo  Club,  with 
eight  trout,  101b.  7oz.  Four  English  clubs  were 
represented,  the  most  successful  being  Dr.  Head, 
of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  who  was  ninth  on  the 
list  with  three  trout,  4lb.  8oz. 


Membebs  of  the  Blenheim  Angling  Society  are 
reminded  that  only  the  Rickmansworth  and  Ux- 
bridge  sections  of  the  fishery  will  be  available  for 
general  fishing  on  June  16,  and  that  roach  fishing 
does  not  open  on  the  Harefleld  Water — i.e..  Spring- 
well  to  Jacks  Locks  and  the  Backwater,  until 
July  1.  So  say  the  new  rules.  Attention  is  directed 
to  the  fact  that  on  this  stretch  of  fishery  no  roach 
are  to  be  killed  under  9  inches,  perch  9  inches, 
dace  8  inches,  and  chub  12  inches,  and  there  are 
one  or  two  minor  increases,  which  may  be  learned 
at  the  Fisheries  Hotel.  The  bailiffs.  Garner  and 
Durham,  have  positive  instructions  as  to  the 
capture  of  unsizeable  fish ;  it  is  hoped  that  every 
assistance  will  be  afforded  them  in  their  work. 


I  HEAK  good  news  from  the  Anglers'  Hotel, 
Oughterard,  which  is  in  the  Green  Isle  of  Erin. 
The  reports  to  hand  almost  induce  me  to  go  there 
— if  I  have  to  swim,  bedad  !  Captain  Downing  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jessen  secured  a  large  basket  of  trout 
on  the  Corrib  with  the  Green  Drake.  The  same  date 
Mr.  Livingstone  took  three  trout,  weighing  81b., 
and  a  pike,  16Jlb. ;  Captain  Holland  and  Colonel 
White  secured  a  good  bag  of  fish.  Next  day  Mr. 
Livingstone  caught  five  trout,  9Jlb, ;  Colonel  Whito 
and  Captain  Holland  captured  five  trout,  weighing 
91b.,  all  with  the  Green  Drake.  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Stockings  killed  seven  trout,  scaling  91b. ;  Lieut. 
Kelly  took  eight  fish,  weight  111b.  The  following 
day  Mr.  Livingstone  landed  fifteen  fish  (beauties) 
from  his  own  single  rod,  two  of  them  weighing  2|lb. 
each;  Colonel  White  and  Captain  Holland,  nine 
fish,  which  averaged  lib. ;  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Stockings,  seven  fish,  111b. ;  and  a  jack,  71b.,  on  a 
minnow  ;  Colonel  Canfield,  three  fish,  weight  71b. 
The  day  after  Mr.  Livingstone  landed  seven  fish  in 
fine  condition,  scaling  1  lib. ;  Messrs.  R.  J.  Smith  and 
Stockings,  nine  fish,  raising  up  the  scale  of  131b. 


A  SUNDIAL  is  only  useful  when  a  shadow  is  cast. 
There  was  no  shadow  at  the  Sundial  Angling 
Society's  dinner,  which  only  goes  to  show  what 
an  original  society  it  is.  Over  sixty  members  and 
friends  assembled,  with  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  that 
prince  of  anglers,  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Barber  and  many  lights  of  the  angling  world. 
Mr.  Reuben  Hannah,  the  genial  host,  made  every- 
body comfortable.  Many  splendid  prizes  were  dis- 
tributed, many  songs  sung,  and  the  Sundialers 
forgot  to  mark  the  merry  hours  until — well,  never 
mind  when  1 


Mb.  C.  H.  Tayloe,  writing  from  Wroxham, 
says: — "  It  is  a  considerable  time  since  there  has 
been  anything  of  much  note  to  report — indeed,  now 
matters  are  quiet — but  as  the  opening  of  summer 
angling  here  is  commencing,  a  few  remarks  as  to 
prospects  may  be  in  season.  The  rivers  are  all  at 
good  height  and  colour,  but  owing  to  drought  are 
rather  stale,  and  require  some  good  warm  refreshing 
rains  to  bring  the  fish  on  feed.  I  do  not  think  the 
roach  have  progressed  very  far  with  spawning,  and 
consider  them  seldom  really  worth  fishing  for  until 
July,  and  the  same  remarks  apply  to  bream  and 
rudd.  Perch,  however,  now  seem  in  very  fair  con- 
dition, and  dace  ia  the  upper  waters  seem  in  good 
trim,  and  in  millstreams  have  been  rising  fairly  well 
to  fly.  It  is  a  pity  that  so  many  of  our  visitors, 
and  also  local  rodmen,  practise  trailing  for  the 
undersized  jack  that  are  so  leeui  (and  hungry  in  the 
early  morning  and  cool  evenings)  during  the  next 
three  months  ;  their  capture  should  be  made  Ulegal 
until  mid-September.  This  practice  has  virtually 
ruined  pike  fishing  on  the  public  portions  of  the 
Norfolk  rivers  and  broads,  which  used  to  be  so 
excellent.  The  best  baits  for  the  ensuing  quarter 
will  be  paste,  boiled  wheat,  and  wasp  grub  (when 
procurable)  for  roach,  and  well  scoured  worms  for 
bream  ;  gentles  usually  only  take  small  fish  on  the 
broads.  Ground-bait  should  be  more  sparingly  used — 
in  July  and  August  many  of  the  reaches  near  villages 
are  simply  foul  with  the  hundred-weights  of  decom- 
posing ground-bait   emptied  in  indiscriminately. 


Anglers  who  can  use  a  fly  rod  will  find  many 
opportunities  in  shallow,  clear  broads,  or  portions 
of  them,  of  taking  fine  rudd,  which  fish,  under  a 
cloudy,  warm  sky,  and  with  a  ripple,  often  rise 
splendidly  to  a  Black  Gnat  or  Zulu." 


St.  Fanny  was  a  notable  housewife.  Her  house 
was  a  temple  of  neatness.  Kings  might  have  dined 
upon  her  staircase  !  Now  her  great  delight  was  to 
provide  all  things  comfortable  for  her  husband,  a 
hard-workins  merchant,  much  abroad,  but  loving 
his  home.  Now  one  night  he  returned  tired  and 
hungry,  and,  by  some  mischance,  there  was  nothing 
for  supper.  Shops  were  shut ;  and  great  was  the 
grief  of  St.  Fanny.  Taking  off  a  bracelet  of  seed- 
pearl,  she  said — "I'd  give  this  ten  times  over  for  a 
supper  for  my  husband  !  "  And  every  pearl  straight- 
way became  an  oyster ;  and  St.  Fanny  opened — 
the  husband  ate — and  lo  !  in  every  oyster  was  a 
pearl  as  big  as  a  hazel-nut ;  and  so  was  St.  Fanny 
made  rich  for  life. 


In  the  year  1672,  when  throughout  the  kingdom 
only  six  stage-coaches  were  constantly  going,  a 
pamphlet  was  written  by  one  John  Cresset,  of  the 
Charter-house,  for  their  suppression,  and  among  the 
many  grave  reasons  given  against  their  continuance, 
is  the  following: — "These  stage-coaches  make 
gentlemen  come  to  London  iipon  every  small 
occasion,  which  otherwise  they  would  not  do  but 
upon  urgent  necessity ;  nay,  the  conveniency  of  the 
passage  makes  their  wives  often  come  up,  who, 
rather  than  come  such  long^ourneys  on  horse-back, 
would  stay  at  home.  Here,  when  they  come  to 
town,  they  must  presently  be  in  the  mode,  get  fine 
clothes,  go  to  plays  and  treats  ;  and  by  these  means 
get  such  habit  of  idleness,  and  love  of  pleasure,  that 
they  are  uneasy  ever  after." 


The  Lighthouse. 

Amid  the  sea  a  tower  of  stone. 

In  sunshine  and  in  storm. 
Reposes  in  its  strength  alone, 

A  solitary  form. 

A  steadfast  form,  though  wild  the  night. 

Its  calm,  unflinching  eye 
Greets  with  a  bright  and  cheering  light 

The  ships  that  pass  it  by. 

Its  foot  is  firm  where  surges  shock ; 

With  never-wearying  care 
It  silent  marks  the  hidden  rock 

For  all  who  venture  there. 

So  when  against  him  billows  beat, 

Or  adverse  winds  are  hurled, 
A  strong  man  holds  on  steady  feet 

A  clear  face  to  the  world  ! 

— Exchange. 


The  Lucania  was  fog-bound  for  thirty-six  hours 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  off  Sandy  Hook.  Her 
passengers  whiled  away  the  time  by  fishing. 


Jebbold  was  in  France,  and  with  a  Frenchman 
who  was  enthusiastic  on  the  subject  of  the  Anglo- 
French  Alliance.  He  said  that  he  was  proud  to  see 
the  English  and  French  such  good  friends  at  last. 
Jerrold:  "Tut!  the  best  thing  I  know  between 
France  and  England  is — the  sea." 


The  Governor-General  of  Canada,  in  council,  has 
made  the  following  special  regulation  for  the 
Province  of  Ontario  : — 1.  Sturgeon  shall  not  be 
captured  except  by  means  of  gill-nets  and  pound- 
nets.  The  mesh  of  a  sturgeon  net  shall  not  be  less 
than  1 2in.  extension  measure.  2.  Sturgeon  shall 
not  be  captured  during  the  months  of  May  and  June 
(from  May  1  to  June  30,  both  days  inclusive). 
3.  The  use  for  the  capture  of  sturgeon  of  bare, 
unbaited  hooks,  or  grapnels,  spears,  or  nets  other 
than  a  sturgeon  net,  is  prohibited.  4.  No  sturgeon 
under  4ft.  in  length  shall  be  taken,  bought,  sold,  or 
possessed,  and  if  captured  shall  be  liberated  alive. 


Lieut.  G.  K.  Channeb  writes :  "  The  May  Fly 
are  showing  pretty  numerously  on  Lough  Conn. 
Salmon  are  not  properly  in  the  lough  yet,  but  pike 
are  always  plentiful,  and  are  spoiling  the  trout 
fishing." 


The  following  intelligent  response  is  vouched  for 
as  authentic  by  the  rector  of  a  parish  in  the  Eastern 
Counties.  He  asked  one  of  his  Sunday-school  class 
to  repeat  to  him  the  fourth  commandment.  The 
answer  came  pat  and  to  the  point :  "  Six  days  shalt 
thy  neighbour  labour  and  do  all  that  thou  hast 
to  do."  A  good  idea  !  While  your  neighbour  does 
your  work  you  can  go  fishing. 


The  Acton  Piscatorial  Society  celebrated  their 
twenty  -  third  annual  dinner,  Mr.  W.  Eydmann 
presiding  over  a  large  assembly  at  The  George  and 
Dragon  Hotel.  Host  Brooks  catered  in  admirable 
style.  A  splendid  lot  of  prizes  were  distributed, 
songs  were  suns,  and  many  compliments  paid  to 
the  courteous  and  hard-working  officials. 


"The  F.C.,  a  Weekly  Journal  of  the  Brighter 
Side  of  Life,"  has  for  eight  weeks  made  the  world 
happier  than  it  was  before  this  manly  paper  started. 
Mr.  Harold  Begbie,  the  gifted  editor,  is  doing  good 
work,  whipping  hypocrisy  and  shams  and  teaching 
humanity  to  be  tender,  truthful,  and  brave. 


The  City  Corporation  have  decided  to  entertain 
M.  Loubet  on  his  arrival  in  London  at  a  dejeuner  at 
the  Guildhall,  the  cost  of  the  entertainment  being 
1,500  guineas.  M.  Loubet  is  a  distinguished  guest, 
and  I  do  not  grudge  the  money,  but  I  fancy  if  I 
lured  him  round  to  the  Portugal  when  tomato 
pudding  was  "on,"  he  would  be  just  as  well  pleased, 
and  it  would  be  cheaper. 


I  have  had  a  pleasant  note  from  Mr.  Edward 
Collinson  of  the  St.  Ives  Angling  Society,  who 
writes  :  "  The  Ouse  is  now  looking  the  best  I  have 
ever  known  at  this  early  period  of  the  year,  which 
is  owing  to  the  floods  which  occurred  in  May — 
disastrous  to  other  industries,  but  decidedly  bene- 
ficial to  fishing.  Tons  of  dirt,  weeds,  and  other 
rubbish  have  been  carried  right  away  from  us  to 
the  sea.  Add  to  that  the  fact  that  the  tenders  are 
out  for  weed-cutting,  and  I  venture  to  think  that 
those  who  anticipate  becoming  members  may  rely 
upon  having  good  sport  in  season  1903-4;" 


Welcome,  lovely,  leafy  June 

('Tis,  of  course,  the  poet's  phrase), 

When  the  trees  and  flowers  swoon 
'Neath  the  sun's  ecstatic  blaze. 

Welcome,  leafy,  lovely  June — 
So  the  poet  says. 

Welcome,  June,  the  smoke  and  dirt 
Hang  above  like  sheets  of  ink  ; 

Horses'  hooves  mud-dollops  flirt ; 

'Neath  the  gas  strained  eyelids  blink. 

Moppy,  floppy,  sloppy  June — 
So  the  Cockneys  think. 

— The  Globe. 


The  Leicester  Angling  Society  seems  very  much 
alive.  The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Mayor's  Parlour,  Old  Town  Hall,  Mr.  J.  E.  Webb 
presiding.  The  chairman  alluded  to  the  fact 
that  the  past  season  had  been  an  unfavourable  one 
for  anglers  all  over  the  country,  and  the  trying 
conditions  had  not  been  without  their  effect  on  the 
society's  waters,  though  some  very  good  specimen 
fish  had  been  taken  out.  He  was  glad  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  the  future  prospects  appeared  to  be 
good.  The  society  had  turned  in  300  tench  and 
100  king  carp  during  the  last  year,  making  a  total 
of  700  for  the  last  two  seasons.  The  annual  match 
had  also  been  a  great  success.  90  members  com- 
peting for  the  42  prizes  offered.  The  balance  sheet 
showed  a  satisfactory  balance  on  the  right  side, 
and  four  new  vice-presidents  had  been  secured. 
The  election  of  officers  took  place.  Sir  John 
Rolleston,  M.P.,  beins'  again  chosen  president,  Mr. 
G.  Clarke,  hon.  treasurer,  and  Air.  J.  RawcLiffe, 
secretary. 


Fish  stories  are  not  a  modern  invention.  The 
Liverpool  Post  lately  gave  an  extract  from  a  maga- 
zine, published  in  the  beginning  of  the  last  century, 
as  follows  :  "In  the  year  1497,  in  a  fountain  which 
belongs  to  the  town  of  Hailbron,  a  pike  was 
catched  which  was  in  length  19  feet,  and  which 
weighed  340  pounds.  Behind  its  oars  there  was  a 
copper  ring,  upon  which  there  was  the  following 
inscription  in  Greek  :  '  I  was  the  first  fish  that  ever 
was  thrown  into  this  pond,  by  the  hands  of 
Frederick  the  Secsnd,  monarch  of  the  world,  on 
the  5th  of  October,  1230.'  Hence  it  appeared  that 
thij  pike  was  267  years  old  when  it  was  taken." 


Eveey  coarse-fish  angler  knows  that  Tuesday  is 
"  our  opening  day."  That  is  why  I  remind  my 
friends  of  the  fact.  I  never  prophesy  unless  I 
know,  and  as  I  know  nothing  about  the  coming 
season,  I  "ain't  a-goin'  to  tell."  "Hope  springs 
eternal  in  the  human  breast,"  and  I  can  only 
express  the  hope  that  brother  anglers  will  have  a 
good  time.  To  record  their  successes,  to  sympathise 
with  their  disappointments,  will  fall  to  the  lot  of 

Dbaonet. 
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mwt  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Birmingham  Angling  Association  was  held  on 
Thursday  evening  (June  4).  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided. 
The  Green  Lane  Angling  Society,  which  has  not 
made  much  progress  of  late,  was  allowed  to  remove 
to  the  Talford  Arms.  Talford-street.  Small  Heath. 
Mr.  J.  Rabone  reported  that  on  and  after  June  24 
the  members  of  the  Association  would  be  allowed 
to  travel  to  Worcester  from  New-street,  Camp  Hill, 
and  King's  Heath.  Reports  were  also  given  re  the 
renting  of  portions  of  two  canals,  one  near  Lich- 

^  field  and  the  other  near  to  Fazeley,  Letters  were 
read  from  the  companies  which  went  to  show 

,   that  they  were  not  willing  to  let  the  waters  named. 

;  A  special  train  will  be  run  from  Birmingham  on 
Aug.  23  to  Worcester,  and  from  Worcester  by  boat 
to  Upton-on-Sevem.  There  are  one  or  two  contests 
to  take  place  that  day,  and  it  has  been  arranged  with 
the  railway  company  and  the  boat  proprietor  to 
provide  for  the  anglers  at  a  rate  which  will  no 
doubt  lead  to  other  excursions  being  run.  The 
fare  for  the  double  journey,  including  dinner,  will 
be  five  fshiJlings  and  sixpence.  This  is  within  the 
reach  of  our  members,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
but  what  the  outing  will  be  a  big  success. 
One  of  our  members  living  at  Olton  spent  a  portion 
of  his  holidays  at  Aberstwith,  where  he  had  some 
fine  sport  amongst  the  trout  at  Brays  Pool.  He 
took  in  all  127  fish  in  three  days,  the  largest  fish 
weighing  over  31b.  Permission  to  fish  the  water 
may  be  obtained  free  from  the  owner  of  the  pool, 
who  keeps  the  hotel  opposite.  A  member  of  the 
Aston  Britannia  Society  caught  a  nice  trout  of  over 
21b.  from  their  private  water,  the  river  Salwarpe, 
near  to  Fernlull  Heath.  This  is  a  small  tributary 
of  the  Severn.  All  our  local  waters  have  been  well 
patronised,  and  sport,  on  the  whole,  has  been  good. 
Next  Tuesday  will  see  the  opening  of  the  coarse 
fishing  season,  but  from  what  I  can  hear  the  fish 
are  in  a  very  backward  condition. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  had  been  no  rain  at  the  time  of  writing 
(Tuesday,  June  9),  and  the  conditions  for  trout 
fishing  consequently  had  not  improved.  The  waters 
are  transparent  to  a  degree,  and  it  is  not  surprising, 
therefore,  to  find  anglers  returning  home  dis- 
appointed. Fly  fishing  has  been  neglected  this 
week,  but  many  bottom  fishermen  have  tried  their 
luck  with  varying  success.  While  some  have  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  two  and  three  brace  with  the 
maggot  and  worm,  others  have  utterly  failed  to  do 
any  good.  Until  some  rain  comes  the  prospects,  it 
ie  feared,  will  not  improve. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull,  Drifiield  Canal,  and  most  of  the 
tributaries  are  in  very  nice  order  for  trout-fishing, 
either  with  fly  or  bait,  and  during  the  week  a  few 
very  nice  fish  have  been  creeled ;  the  tidal  waters 
are  also  in  first-class  trim,  and;  worm-fishers  have 
occasionally  secured  some  very  good  fish.  The 
river  is  alive  with  coarse  fish,  especially  in  the  lower 
districts.  The  Hull  clubs  are  now  busy  selecting 
teams  to  fish  in  the  Hull  Preservation  Society's 
annual  "Cutting"  Challenge  Cup  competition 
and  open  match,  which  will  take  place  at 
Ferriby  Sluice,  on  the  Ancholme,  on  June  20. 
The  King's  Own  Angling  Society  fished  their  second 
match  the  other  day  on  the  river  Hull,  on  Minto 
Flatts,  and  did  fairly  well  amongst  flounders  and 
eels,  Messrs.  J.  Anderson,  W.  Norton,  and  H. 
Chambers  being  the  first  three  winners.  The  Starr 
Angling  Society,  of  Stoneferry,  journeyed  to  Hull 
Bridge.  Mr.  R.  Webster  succeeded  in  capturing  the 
first  prize,  Messrs.  A.  Hayes  and  F.  Plowman  coming 
in  second  and  third. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  Saturday  last  220  Farnworth  anglers  from 
the  various  association  clubs  visited  Galgate  and 
decided  their  annual  contest.  The  prizes  numbered 
128,  and  in  the  end  the  first  went  to  Mr.  T. 
Rogerson  for  lib.  9Joz.,  the  second  to  Mr".  J 
Nuttall  for  lib.  ^oz.,  and  the  third  to  Mr.  J.  Brooks 
for  14|oz.  The  silver  cup  was  won  by  the  New 
Inn  Angling  Society  against  eight  other  competing 
clubs.  The  previous  day  the  Bolton  Association 
fished  their  annual  contest,  and  the  special  prize  was 
won  by  Mr.  R.  RawUnson  with  a  tench  of  21b.  4ioz. 
The  Bollin  continues  to  fish  well.  During  the  past 
week  Messrs.  Waywell,  Brown,  Hind,  Green,  Crad- 
dock,  Wilkinson,  and  Hart  have  done  well.  Mr. 
Craddock  heads  the  list  with  a  nice  trout  of  lilb! 
The  best  files  were  Red  Spinner,  Black  Gnat,  and 
Alder.  The  new  club  at  Broadheath  have  secured 
cheap  travelling  to  all  stations  on  the  L.  and  N.  W. 


Railway.  At  present  there  are  forty-three  proposed 
new  members  on  the  list  for  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association.  Their  Benevolent  Fund  Match 
is  fixed  for  July  11,  and  should  be  supported 
by  every  member  of  this  splendid  association. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

As  was  generally  expected,  sport  in  Whit  week 
was  not  up  to  expectations ;  true,  there  are  a  few 
exceptions,  but  not  many.  One  or  two  city  rods 
got  to  the  Tweed  and  met  with  fair  sport,  con- 
sidering the  water  was  low  and  clear.  One  rod 
appears  disappointed  in  not  catching  on  the  average 
more  than  2lb.  of  trout  per  hour.  To-day  the 
George  Angling  Society  are  due  at  Diggle,  to  open 
the  season  with  a  contest,  the  first  prize  being  the 
club's  challenge  cup,  the  others,  medals,  etc.  The 
Sun  A.S.,  after  two  years  of  patient  waiting  and 
judicious  stocking,  are  reaping  the  reward  of  their 
policy.  During  Whit  week  they  had  sport  certainly 
above  the  average.  City  rods  in  Ireland  during 
the  holidays  have  returned  full  of  complaints  as  to 
the  treatment  accorded  them  there.  It  is  no 
wonder  our  wealthy  anglers  go  to  Norway  with 
their  money  instead  of  Ireland.  A  few  honest  and 
'Obliging  publicans  would  soon  build  up  a  good 
business  and  supply  a  long  felt  want.  The  boatmen 
and  other  attendants  would  welcome  them,  and 
very  likely  then  get  the  refreshments  paid  for  by 
English  visitors. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  season,  needless  to  remark,  opens  on  Tues- 
day next,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  Trent 
was  running  in  extremely  low  and  bright  volume. 
Rain  had  threatened  but  little  has  fallen,  so  that 
intending  anglers  in  the  early  stages  of  the  season 
will  do  well  to  pay  attention  to  the  streams,  and  use, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  caddis  grub  and  the  gentle. 
Worms  will  prove  more  killing  later  on.  Barbel, 
roach,  and  chub  must  by  now  have  done  spawning, 
and  as  soon  as  they  get  into  the  streams  no  lure 
will  tempt  them  better  than  the  cad  bait,  or,  rather, 
two  or  three  baits  threaded  on  fine  tackle.  Since 
my  last  some  nice  trout  have  been  creeled  on  the 
Dover  Beck,  Greet,  and  Smite,  and  at  Barton,  on 
the  main  river,  Mr.  T.  B.  Small,  of  the  City 
Piacatorials,  has  caught  one  close  on  21b.  Mr. 
Small  was  trying  for  eels  at  the  time  the  fish 
accepted  the  bait.  Odd  trout  have  also  been 
taken  at  the  outflow  of  Caythorpe  brook,  near 
Gunthorpe,  and  at  the  junction  of  the  Greet  with 
the  Trent  below  Fiskerton  Wall.  Reports  to  hand 
from  Shardlow  are  to  the  effect  that  the  river 
contains  an  abundance  of  chub,  barbel,  dace,  and 
roach,  and  as  to  barbel  I  anticipate  a  very  good 
season,  especially  if  the  waters  remaia  low  and  clear. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  with  but  one  exception,  namely,  a 
strong  wind  blowing  from  the  N.E.,  has  been  all 
that  an  angler  could  wish ;  the  rivers  are  in  nice 
condition  and  a  nice  height,  yet  the  trout  have  not 
been  going  at  all  well.  Several  rods  have  been  out 
with  the  fly,  but  had  little  sport ;  one  or  two 
fishermen  caught  three  to  four  brace  eich  dapping 
with  the  Green  Drake,  which  i=  now  on  strong  on 
some  of  the  streams,  and  another  had  a  brace  of 
fine  large  fish  with  the  "  Kill  Devil "  minnow. 
The  lower  Teme,  which  is  rented  by  the 
Worcester  City  Club  on  the  north  side,  and  on  the 
other  by  the  St.  John's  Club,  has  afforded  grand 
sport  among  the  twaite,  which  are  up  in  shoals. 
Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  caught  50lb.  on  June  3,  40Ib.  on 
June  4,  and  a  lot  on  June  5,  a  small  spoon  being 
the  bait  used.  Messrs.  F.  R.  James,  Silk,  Thorn, 
F.  Richardson,  W.  Thompson,  A.  Brooks,  and  J. 
Perks  had  heavy  catches.  Messrs.  Hailstone, 
Heynes,  and  Griffiths,  of  the  Malvern  Club,  had 
each  a  big  take,  Mr.  Gwynne  securing  a  fine  fish  of 
2 Jib.,  which  has  gone  to  London  to  be  yet  up. 
Some  good  fish  have  been  caught  at  the  Diglis  Weir, 
on  the  Severn,  but  sport  is  not  brisk. 


Wotes  from  t^c  Wottf^. 


The  grilse  are  as  yet  very  slow  in  making  an 
appearance  in  numbers.  A  fresh  spate  is  needed, 
and  the  chances  are  that  it  wiU  come  soon. 


The  finnock  and  yellow  fin  are  "small,  but  good 
baskets  are  being  made  on  the  tidals  of  the  Dee, 
Ythan,  Findhorn,  and  such  Hke  streams. 


Salmon  are  more  plentiful  on  the  East  Coast  just 
now  than  either  grilse  or  sea-trout.  In  fact,  the 
latter  are  selling  at  3d.  the  pound  dearer. 

The  Aboyne  anglers  on  the  Dee  creeled  about 
200  fish  for  the  morjth  of  May — the  record  month 
for  years  back, 


General  Stacy  had  a  nice  20-pounder  on  the 
Huntly  Arms  Hotel  Dee  water  on  June  6.  The 
general  has  also  had  some  good  sport  on  the  King's 
water  at  Balmoral. 


Mr.  Marshall  (America)  is  enjoying  some  good 
sporton  the  tidal  Dee  just  now,  and  one  day  last  week, 
when  the  fly  was  well  on  the  water,  he  creeled  some 
fifty-eight  finnock,  mostly  to  the  Hare's  Lug  and 
Green  Mantle. 


Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie  and  friend,  Rothesay  Place, 
Edinburgh,  had  three  days  on  the  Don  last  week, 
and  this  at  Bridge  of  Alford.  On  Friday  they 
creeled  171b.  and  111b.  respectively,  and  on  Saturday 
and  Monday  12lb.  and  14lb.  apiece — heaviest  trout. 
2ilb. 


What  used  to  be  considered  open  waters  on  the 
Don  are  now  strictly  preserved.  It  is  the  same 
almost  everywhere  ;  and  if  not  it  is  hardly  worth 
going  to,  so  much  is  it  run  upon  from  start  to 
finish  of  the  season. 


Trout  are  off  the  fly.  They  are  gorged  with 
caddis  and  larvfe  of  the  Stone  and  other  flies.  The 
clear  water  wormer  is  the  only  one  who  has  the 
best  of  it  now.  Special  Scotch. 


MYSTERIES  OF  THE  DEEP  SEA. 


To  the  average  man  or  woman  there  ii  perhaps 
nothing  less  known  or  more  mysterious  than  the 
sea.  We  behold  it  from  some  little  point,  and 
follow  it  with  the  eye  for  a  short  distance  till  its 
surface  meets  the  horizon,  but  we  know  nothing  of 
what  is  on  it  or  beneath  it,  or  where  its  waters 
come  from  or  whither  they  go.  Less  than  a  genera- 
tion ago  our  knowledge  was  much  less  than  it  is 
to-day,  but  even  still  we  are  only  at  the  beginning. 
The  subject  is  one  which  must  continue  to  fascinate 
us,  and  we  may  now  learn  much  more  than  is 
generally  known  about  it  by  a  recent  contribution 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Townsend,  the  Director 
of  the  New  York  Aquarium. 

The  most  extensive  inquiries  into  the  mysteries 
of  the  sea  have  been  made  by  the  Governments  of 
the  United  States  and  of  Great  Britain,  but  others 
of  the  European  powers  and  an  individual — the 
Prince  of  Monaco — have  conducted  important 
investigations. 

The  two  questions  about  the  sea  that  most  imme- 
diately present  themselves  concern  its  depths  and 
the  life  which  inhabits  those  depths.  Up  to  about 
the  year  1872  the  work  of  making  soundings  was 
difficult,  and  those  made  were  untrustworthy, 
because  they  were  made  with  hempen  rope  which 
did  not  sink  easily  and  was  greatly  drifted  by 
currents.  In  1872,  however,  on  the  British  vessel 
Challenger,  Sir  William  Thompson  devised  a  means 
of  sounding  by  which  wire  was  substituted  for  rope, 
and  by  this  means  the  erroneous  results  previously 
made  were  corrected. 

The  sounding  wire  sinks  rapidly  and  presents  but 
small  surface  either  for  friction  or  to  be  affected  by 
currents.  With  the  wire  are  sent  to  the  bottom 
several  instruments,  a  thermometer  for  temperature, 
a  self-closing  cylinder  to  bring  up  bottom  water,  and 
a  cylinder  to  bring  up  the  bottom  mud.  The  weight 
is  usually  a  60-pouad  iron  shot,  which  detaches 
itself  when  the  bottom  is  reached.  To  the  reel  on 
the  deck  of  the  vessel  is  attached  an  indicator, 
showing  the  number  of  fathoms  of  wire  that  have 
run  out.  When  the  sounding  has  been  made,  the 
wire  is  reeled  in  again  by  steam. 

The  greatest  depth  at  present  known  was  dis- 
covered in  the  year  1900  by  the  United  States  cable 
survey  ship  Nero,  near  the  Island  of  Guam.  Here 
the  sounding  was  5269  fathoms,  or  nearly  six  miles. 
Previous  to  that,  depths  had  been  found  north  of 
New  Zealand  considerably  more  than  5000  fathoms, 
and  there  are  many  other  depths  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  only  slightly  less. 

It  is,  of  course,  well  understood  that  the  surface 
of  the  sea  nearly  everywhere  carries  an  abundance 
of  small  animal  and  plant  life.  This  life  is  the 
cause  of  the  phosphoreseence  so  often  seen  in  the 
sea.  These  minute  plants  and  animals  are  con- 
tinually dying  and  falling  to  the  bottom,  and  their 
remains  constitute  a  large  part  of  the  mud  which 
forms  portions  of  the  bottom  of  the  deep  sea. 

From  every  body  of  land  there  is  continually 
being  carried  into  the  sea  through  the  erosive 
influences  of  air  and  water  by  brooks,  rivers,  tides, 
and  currents  a  vast  quantity  of  matter  which  forms 
the  floor  of  the  sea  near  to  the  shore.  Much  of  this 
suspended  matter  is  carried  a  long  way  out  from 
the  shore,  but  deposits  formed  of  this  material  do 
not  commonly  extend  into  the  ocean  more  thaa 
one  hundred  or  two  hundred  miles  from  the  shore. 
These  are  the  terrigenous  deposits.    Beyond  this 
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AJJOLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHII^G   QUARTERS,  &c- 


OltKJSTEY. 

BARONY  HOTEL,  BIRSAY. 

Best  Fishing  Centre  and  Health  Resort, 
near  Lochs  Birsay,  Hunland,  and 
Swannay.  These  fine,  large  lochs  are  now 
strictly  preserved,  and  number  of  boats 
limited.  Lochs  Harrey  and  Stennis  are 
more  distant,  but  can  also  be  fished  from 
here.    Soa  close  by. 

John  Spence,  Proprietor. 

ORKNEY. 

Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness, 
Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness, 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor, 

Late  Masoits  Atins  Hotel. 
Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS, 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Stenmers  from  leith  and  A^berdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  Weekly. 

There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom)  per  Week,  £3  3.?.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
SlANAQBR,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 

LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIEE,  and  CHAR 
FISHINU  on  four  loughs — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  6s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,620 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb.  to 
4  lb.  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
12  lb.  and  over.  Very  large  Pike  have  been 
captured .  The  above  Hotel  has  been  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms, 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory. 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAU6HT0N,  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9.s. 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission — for  the  season,  £2  ;  week,  7s.  6ri.  ; 
and  day,  2s.  6i/. — to  fish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21.?.  per  week,  and  day,  5.?.  Boat 
and  man,  5s.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxfopd,  eo.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
c&c,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  Healt. 


LOUGH  MASK. 

THE  BEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Either  Fly  Fishing  or  Trolling  for  large  Trout 
and  big  Pike  ;  now  is  the  time  to  get  the  big 
ones.  Here  you  can  get  the  benefit  of  your 
holidays  ;  your  time  is  not  wasted,  you  are  right 
on  the  spot  (house  within  thirty  yards  of  lough). 
Also  some  Wild  Bird  Shooting  is  to  be  got  on 
Lough  Mask.  Daily  nuiil  to  the  house.  Nearest 
station :  Bal!inrol)e,  Midland,  G.  W.  Good 
accommodation,  experienced  boatmen,  moderate 
charges.  Visitors  can  also  fish  Corrib— within 
twenty-five  minutes'  drive. — For  terms,  apply  to 
Pat  Sdmmerville,  Kilbride  Lodge,  Clonbur, 
00.  Galway. 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FiSHINQ. 

Loug-hanupe,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 

Rosses,  CpoUy,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1^  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.  Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNER3,  Proprietor. 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 

DUNKINEELY,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Five  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishing  on 
Oiley  River,  four  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout 
Fishing  on  Stragar  River.  Two  excellent  Brown 
TroutandChar  Lakes.Good  Sea  Fishing— Pollack, 
Mackerel,  etc.  Fishing  free  to  Hotel  Visitors. 
Good  boats  and  men.  Beautiful  scenery.  Five 
minutes  from  Railway.  Good  accommodation. 
Terms  moderate.  Also  4,000  acres  carefully 
preserved  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Woodcock,  Snipe, 
Partridge,  and  Hare  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel.    Can  be  let  at  per  day  or  otherwise. 


The  Donegal  Highlands.  —  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  on  the 
very  bank  of  Gweedore  River,  within 
a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon  pools, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes' 
drive  of  Crolly  Railway  Station. 

Telegrams — PeOPRIETOE. 

FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

HOTELS: 

CORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN, 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management.  Visitors  can  fish  both  River 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- 
mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
men  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate. — For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "  Manager, 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams, 
"  Flynn,  Ballina." 

BOYLE'S    HOTEL,  DUNGLOE, 

CO.  DONEGAT., 
Salmon  Fishing,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout  Fishing. 
Lough  Anure,  Crolly  River,  and  Rosses  Fishery. 
Best  and  cheapest  to  be  obtained  in  Ireland. 
Situated  in  the  Donegal  Highlands,  within  three 
miles  of  Lough  Meala ;  Dungloe  Road  Railway 
Station.  Splendid  mountain  and  coast  scenery. 
Sea  Fishing.  Boyle's  Hotel  commands  a  fine  view 
of  Dungloe  Bay.  Good  accommodation  and  all 
information  as  regards  Fishing  can  be  obtained  at 
Hotel. 


SWEENEY'S  HOTEIL, 

{Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal) 

Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OXJGHTERARD. 

Close  to  Lough.  Free  Fishing.  Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Cori'ib  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
square  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Islands. 

.Superior  accommodation  ;  I  lath  room  and  sani- 
tary ai'rangements  on  the  most  modern  system. 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s. 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON.'Proprietor. 

LOUGH  CORRIB.-KILBEG  HOTEL. 

Sheltered  by  pine  woods  ;  centrally  situated  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Corrib,  between  Galway, 
Cong,  and  Onghterard.  Every  convenience  ;  free 
fishing ;  no  waste  of  time  or  ear  hire  ;  daily 
mail ;  good  men  and  boats ;  steamer  plying 
between  Galway  and  Cong  calls  at  landing  stage 
twice  daily.  Now  is  the  time  for  the  big  pike 
and  trout,  plenty  of  salmon  on  the  rim.  Write 
for  inclusive  terms  to  proprietor,  T.  MURPHY, 
Killieg,  Headfoi'd,  co.  Galway. 


LOUGHS  MASK  &  CORRIB, 

CLOlVBUn,  IRELAND. 

Come  to  the  best  Trout  Fishing  in  the  British 
Isles,  Moimt  Gable  Hotel  being  theonly  hotel  that 
both  loughs  can  be  fished  from  to  advantage, 
within  15  minutes'  walk  ;  best  men  and  lioats 
engaged  all  through  the  season.  Also  40,600 
acres  excellent  Rough  Shooting  in  connection 
with  Hotel.  All  Fishing  and  Shooting  Free  to 
visitors.  Terms  moderate  and  inclusive. — Apply 
Proprietor, 

JMIount    Gable  Hotel, 

 CLONBUR,  IRELAND.  

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  CEOES,  AKGLESEr  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
golf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  Sd.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


MERRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake — the  best  in 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing ;  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
cuisine.— Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGS,  Proprietor. 


Llandrindod  Wells. 


ROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 

Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 


BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

ANGLESEY,  NORTH  WALES. 


Under  New  Management.  Trout  Fish- 
ing in  Coron  Lake,  best  in  North  Wales, 
with  fly,  minnow,  or  worm.  Central  for 
Anglesey  Waters  ;  mostly  free.  Sea  and 
Coarse  Fishing  at  convenient  distance. 
Free  use  of  boats,  and  moderate  terms. 
— Apply,  Owen  Mohbis,  Proprietor. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  in  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clbrk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5 ;  fortnightly,  £3  ; 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOITSE- 
BOAT,  with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  jEi  ss.  per  week.— Wadswobth,  St. 
Ivea,  Hunts. 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  LANDSEE,  Proprietor. 


NEWBURY. 

FURNISHED  HOUSE, 

with  good  Fishing.  Contains  eight  bed- 
rooms, bath  room  (h.  and  c),  dining  and 
drawing  rooms,  entrance  hall,  and  good 
offices.  Large  gardens  and  greenhouses. 
About  1 J  miles  well-preserved  Fishing  in 
Kennet  and  canal.  Rent  £4  4s.  pet 
week. — Particulars  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Day, 
Auctioneer,  Newbury. 

OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Iiuxuriotis  and  Irvecrpensive  Travel. 
Sailings  Weekly, 
TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajana, 
and  SALMON  PISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.   Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.    For  full  information  r.pply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Helsingfors, 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 

NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 

w  I    SON      I N  E. 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

Best  Route  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  .Alall ; 
LUMLEY,  NEWTON  &  DOWELL,  16,  St.  James's 
Street,  S.W.;  COOK'S,  Ludgate  Circus  ;  or  W.  E. 
BOTT&CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 


HEALTH  RESORT,  KYLLBURG 

(EIFEL). 

Railway  Station  (rapid  trains  stop),  between 
Cologne  and  Treues. 

EIFELER=HOF. 

Recommended  First-class  Hotel  Pension.  150 
Rooms.  Every  Modern  Comfort.  Good  Attend- 
ance. Beautifully  situated.  Two  minutes  from 
Promenades  and  Parks,  with  finest  view  over 
the  Valley. 


Open   and    Covered    Verandahs.  Baths. 
Electric  Light.    Lawn  Tennis.  Hunting. 
Fishing. 

Hotel  owns  12i  miles  of  Trout  Fishing 

on  the  Kyll  River. 
Pension  arrangements  (including  rooms)  from 
4  marks. 

W.  SCHULTE,  Pro-prietor.  H.  STIEL,  Director. 


W- 1%"- f  -  1«J 

Bantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades  ;  pure  wool ;  stylish,  durable  ; 
unexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suits 
and  costumes ;  patterns  free.  Thomas 
CopiTHOENE,  Bantry,  Ireland. 

Very  Large.  Send  P.O.  (1/3)  for  Sample 
Tin.  The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for 
terms  to  J.  T.  Pickbesgill,  44,  Market 
Place,  Keighley,  Yorks. 


JUST  PtTBLISHEI). 

BASS,  PIKE,  PERCH, 

AND  OTHERS. 

By  J.  A.  HENSHALL,  M.D.  Illustra- 
ted.   Extra  crown  8vo.,  8s.  6d.  net. 

MACMILLAN  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  London, 

FLY  TVER  (TROUT) 
WANTED. 

APPLY — 

Mrs.  Richardson,  48,  Doddington  Grove, 

KENNINGTON,  S.E. 
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what  are  called  pelagic  deposits  are  made  by  the 
sea  instead  of  by  the  land,  and  consisting  largely  of 
tho  remains  of  the  minute  plants  and  animals  just 
referred  to,  and  known  as  diatoms,  radiolariana, 
and  globigerin*.  Beyond  these  so-called  oozes,  in 
the  still  deeper  portions  of  the  ocean,  are  the  red 
clay  deposits  which  are  practically  destitute  of  life 
or  of  the  remains  of  life.  These  deposits  lie  so 
deep  that  the  shells  of  surface  organisms  which  fall 
toward  the  bottom  are  dissolved  by  the  water 
before  they  reach  it. 

Most  of  the  knowledge  which  we  have  of  the  life 
of  the  deep  sea  comes  from  dredging  by  vessels 
especially  fitted  up  for  this  purpose,  and  of  such 
vessels  none  has  done  more  than  the  United  States 
Fish  Commission  steamship  Albatross,  which  is 
no  doubt  the  best  equipped  deep  sea  dredger  in 
existence  to-day.  From  this  vessel  have  been  made 
a  vast  number  of  soundings  and  dredgings,  some  of 
them  from  a  depth  of  over  4000  fathoms,  which 
have  added  enormously  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
life  of  the  deep  sea.  The  operation  of  dredging  may 
take  but  two  or  three  hours  for  moderate  depths, 
or,  as  in  the  case  of  the  deepest  dredge  haul — that 
from  4173  fathoms — ten  hours  were  required  to  take 
in  the  line.  Besides  the  dredge  there  is  used  the 
tangle,  of  loosened  strands  of  rope,  which  is  dragged 
over  the  bottom  and  frequently  brings  up  great 
numbers  of  invertebrates.  The  Prince  of  Monaco 
has  devised  a  deep  sea  fish  trap  in  which  fishes 
have  been  taken  two  miles  below  the  surface,  and 
gill-nets  set  far  below  the  surface  have  also  captured 
fish,  and  promise  to  yield  good  results. 

In  the  great  depths  of  the  sea  it  is  always  cold, 
the  temperature  being  near  to  the  freezing  point. 
It  is  also  known  that  at  great  depths  the  pressure 
of  water  is  something  tremendous,  and  that  the 
deep  sea  animals  can  only  exist  there  because  their 
tissues  are  so  permeated  by  fluids  that  the  pressure 
is  balanced,  while  if  brought  to  the  surface,  and 
the  pressure  which  keeps  them  firm  is  withdrawn, 
they  almost  fall  to  pieces. 

Practically  no  light  is  found  at  a  depth  greater 
than  two  hundred  fathoms,  yet  many  of  the 
animals  are  brilliant  in  colour,  red,  yellows,  purples, 
and  (greens  predominating.  There  is  an  entire 
absence  of  blue.  Although  sunlight  is  absent  at 
these  great  depths,  many  of  the  animals— both 
fishes  and  invertebrates— are  phosphorescent  and 
produce  their  own  light.  Some  of  the  deep  sea 
animals  are  wholly  blind,  and  those  which  have 
eyes  very  likely  see  by  the  light  of  the  phosphor- 
escence which  is  being  emitted  by  themselves  and 
so  many  others  of  the  creatures  that  are  found  in 
these  depths. — Forest  and  Stream. 


letters  to  the  Ebftoc. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

BEAUTY  AND  THE  BEAST. 

Dear  Sib, — The  specimens  herewith  are,  I  think, 
sufficiently  interesting  to  trouble  you  with.  As 
you  well  know  the  Dytiscus  marginalis  larva  is  one 
of  the  most  deadly  enemies  to  trout  fry  and  even 
yearlings.  In  this  case  the  larva  had  seized  the 
rainbow  fry  at  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  had  just 
killed  It  when  they  were  taken  together.  I  have 
never  known  so  small  a  larva  cause  mischief.  The 
fry  measured  l^Jgin.,  the  larva  only  |in.  | 

At  this  time  of  year  these  larvae  may  be  taken  on 
a  sunny  day  by  gently  slipping  a  light  net  under 
them  as  they  come  to  the  top  of  the  water  for  air. 
faithfully,  WAiTEE  Baily. 

Midland  Counties  Fishery, 
Malvern  Wells, 

P -S. — The  specimens  are  in  formalin. 

[The  Dytiscus  marginalis  is  not  half  the  bulk  of 
the  fish. — Ed.] 


BIG  BASKETS  OF  BANN  TROUT, 
Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  May  23,  "Muggins" 
asks  for  particulars  of  the  prodigious  basket  of 
trout  which  Mr.  A.  Meenan  is  credited  with  having 
taken  m  one  day  four  years  ago  from  the  River 
Bann — namely,  991b.  weight. 

I  have  been  making  inquiries  from  fishermen  on 
that  noble  river,  with  which  I  have  an  intimate 
acquaintance  of  over  fifty  years,  regarding  this 
large  basket,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any 
trace  of  it,  or  learn  of  any  heavier  basket  being  got 
than  one  of  411b.,  and  that  was  made  from  one 
boat,  m  about  three  hours'  fishing,  one  evening  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  J.  Rowan  and  Captain  F 
Downmg  Fullerton  some  fifteen  years  ago  at 
Portna,  Kilrea.  A  curious  incident  occurred  that 
evening.  One  of  the  first  trout  Colonel  Rowan 
hooked  broke  his  cast,  and  went  off  with  it  and  a 
couple  of  flies.   The  very  last  trout  Colonel  Rowan 


killed  that  evening  was  this  same  trout,  with  the 
fly  in  its  mouth  and  the  broken  cast  attached. 

If  this  correspondence  should  meet  Mr.  Meenan's 
eye,  I  hope  he  will  kindly  favour  us  with  the  full 
particulars  of  what,  no  doubt,  was  the  record 
basket  on  the  Bann. — Yours  truly, 

F,  M.  Leslie. 
P.  S.— -Writing  of  record  baskets  on  the  Bann, 
puts  me  in  mind  of  the  record  number  of  salmon 
killed  on.  the  Bann  by  on©  rod  on  on©  day  On 
June  19,  1874,  Colonel  E.  D.  Leslie  killed  sixteen 
salmon,  2201b.  weight,  all  on  the  fly. 

RECORD  SIZE  OF  RAINBOW  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  idea  of  what  is  the  record  size  of  rainbow 
trout  killed  in  the  United  Kingdom  ?  I  have  never 
seen  any  mention  of  anything  over  21b.,  or  perhaps 
2\\h.,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  since  their  introduction 
into  this  country.  I  saw  a  beautiful  specimen  very 
recently,  just  killed  by  a  Mr.  Tom  Smyth,  of  Belfast, 
a  very  well-known  and  popular  angler  here.  He 
had  captured  it  in  the  Woodburn  Dams,  which 
supply  Belfast  with  water.  The  trout  weighed 
about  41b.  loz.  or  41b.  l-Joz.,  and  was  gorgeously 
iridescent  with  the  brilliant  colouring  in  a  deep 
band  along  the  side.  He  is  having  it  set  up.  Is  it 
a  record  rainbow  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

Hajbry  R.  Douglas 


HOW  TO  KEEP  WORMS. 

Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to  "H.  W.  R.'s"  query  in 
your  issue  of  June  6,  it  depends  on  the  quantity  of 
worms.  If  a  large  number,  by  all  means  have  a 
convenient  sized  barrel  filled  with  rich  earth  mixed 
with  some  well  rotted  manure,  and  liberally  water 
in  dry  weather. 

To  scour  for  use,  a  couple  of  large  tins,  such  as 
sweets  are  kept  in,  should  be  packed  with  damp 
moss  to  near  the  top— that  known  as  buckshorn 
moss  is  the  best — and  a  couple  of  hundred  worms 
put  in  each.  The  moss  should  be  changed  once  in 
ten  days.— Yours  faithfully.        Black  Hackle 


MAKING  BIRD-LIME  AND  KEEPING 
WORMS. 

Dear  Sir,— Perhaps  it  might  be  useful  for  Baron 
icherkassov  to  know  that  bird-lime  can  be  made 
from  linseed-oil,  by  simply  bringing  the  oil  to 
boilmg-point.  and  then  keeping  it  simmering  until 
It  becomes  quite  glutinous.  Can  this  compound  be 
the  lost  "Glu-Snia"  mentioned  by  the  Baron  ? 

"H.  W.  R."  writes  asking  how  to  keep  worms. 
Many  years  ago  you,  sir,  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  an  article  on  "  Worms,  and  the  Preparation 
of  v\orms  for  Angling,"  by  Alfred  Mackrill,  and 
though  I  have  the  cutting,  I  have  not  its  date.  If 
."  corae  across  this  article  he  will  find 

m  it  all  he  requires. 

i  propos  of  your  note  on  the  "Effect  of  Tempera- 
ture on  Salmon  taking  the  Fly,"  may  I  recall  to 
your  notice  an  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Jan.  18,  1890,  on  "  Temperature  and  the  Movements 
of  Salmon,  which,  perhaps,  would  be  of  interest  in 
connection  with  your  note. — Yours  truly, 

F.  M.'  Leslie. 

SIZE  OF  TROUT  IN  CLWYD  aStD  ELWY. 
Dear  Sir,— i?e  your  inquiry  of  size  of  trout  in 
Uwydrand  Elwy,  the  average  is  about  6oz.  to  8oz., 
but  much  larger  trout  than  this  are  in  the  river 
Last  year  two  trout  were  got,  one  lib.  3oz.,  and  the 
other  Sib. ;  I  have  photos  of  each. 

The  salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing  does  not  begin 
till  the  last  week  in  July  properly.  Worms  with 
very  fine  tackle  are  most  successful,  and  fly  in  the 
evening.  Last  year  at  least  200  sea-trout,  averaging 
2Jlb.,  were  taken  out  of  one  pool. 

Llanefyd  Reservoir  (Rhyl  water-works  twelve 
miles  from  here)  holds  some  large  trout;  thev 
average  lib.  each.  On  April  26,  five  trout  were 
got,  weighing  5ilb  and  on  May  20,  six,  weighing 
91b.  The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  got  two  one  day  last 
of^21b  ^^'^^""^  ^"^"^  another  gentleman  one 

No  correct  full  record  of  catches  has  been  kept 
this  year,  but  this  will  be  done  next  yeai-.  Ticket 
Is.  per  day,  4s.  6d.  per  week,  at  caretaker's  house  i 
any  bait ;  all  bank  fishing;  boat  not  allowed. 
Small  flies  kill  best. — Yours  truly. 
Anglers'  Stores,  Rhyl.  H.  W.  Roberts. 

JULY  PIKE  FISHING  ON  CORRIB. 

^^t^  Your  correspondent  who  asks  for 

the  above  could  not  do  better  than  reply  to  the 
advertisement  of  Mr.  Naughton,  of  Oughterard, 
which  appears  in  your  columns.  He  will  there  get 
all  the  privacy  and  quiet  of  a  farm-house  combined 
with  the  resources  of  civilisation,  and  the  inclusive 
hotel  charges  are  but  £2  2s.  per  week.  The  house  is 
only  a  few  minutes'  walk  from  the  lough,  and  5s 


per  day  will  secure  an  efficient  boatman  and  boat. 
With  twenty  years'  experience  of  Irish  fishing  I 
should  be  very  chary  of  attempting  what  "  W.  B.  S." 
suggests  in  the  way  of  "farm-house"  lodging. 
When  he  has  seen  for  himself  what  this  means  on 
the  shores  of  Mask  and  Corrib  he  will  be  better  able 
to  appreciate  my  advice.  So  far  as  the  isolation 
and  quietude  are  concerned  you  can  get  all  you 
want  of  these  at  Mr.  Naughton's  place,  and  have 
some  to  spare.  My  sport  from  this  place  on  Corrib 
was  very  good,  although  it  was  the  tail-end  of  the 
May  Fly  season.  Of  pike  I  got  one  "  specimen  " 
that  would  have  weighed  251b.  a  few  weeks  later 
on,  and  I  also  took  a  goodly  number  of  perch, 
ranging  from  lib.  to  IJlb.,  spinning  in  the  proximity 
of  the  "Pier."  "  W.  B.  S."  need  not  be  alarmed 
by  this  reference  to  a  pier.  It  is  only  a  wooden 
structure  jutting  out  from  the  shore,  and  there  are 
none  of  the  Margate  accessories.  As  a  place  to 
hibernate  in  for  a  time — the  world  forgetting 
and  by  the  world  forgot— I  know  of  few  places  in 
Ireland  which  offer  greater  attractions  to  the  pike 
and  perch  troUer. — Yours  truly, 

Bromley,  Kent.  C.  W.  Gedney. 


FISHING  REPORTS— SIZE  OF  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir,— While  I  seldom  neglect  to  read  the 
Fishing  Gazette  from  cc^ver  to  cover,  I  am  (I  fancy 
in  common  with  many  of  your  readers)  particularly 
interested  in  the  reports  from  rivers  sent  in  by  your 
various  correspondents.    Now  some  of  these  reports 
one  cannot  but  feel  should  be  (in  order  to  afford  the 
angling  public  exact  and  rehab le  information) 
drawn  up  with  rather  more  attention  to  accuracy 
than  I  fear  is  sometimes  the  case,  and  (although 
I  fear  such  a  system  is  not  entirely  practicable)  it 
would  conduce  more  to  such  exactitude  if  absolutely 
disinterested  correspondents  only  could  be  found. 
While  I  do  not  think  any  very  glaring  instance  of 
misrepresentation  has  ever  been  exposed,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  there  cannot  be  otherwise  than  a 
tendency  to  paint  the  attractions  of  fishing  resorts 
in  a  little  too  rosy  colours  in  reports  furnished  by 
those  directly  pecuniarily  interested  in  them.  Of 
course,  one  always  reads  advertisements  for  what 
they  are  worth,  after  a  few  years'  experience,  but 
to  the  uninitiated  such  vague  terms  in  a  report  as 
"good  baskets,"  "fine trout,"  " excellent trouting," 
etc.,  may  give  a  most  optimistic  impression  of  a 
district,  and  a  man  unacquainted   by  personal 
experience  or  the  information  of  others,  and  used 
to  trouting  where  the  fish  run  from  Jib.  to  21b.  or 
more,  receives  a  severe  shock  if  he  finds  the  "  fine 
trout"  alluded  to  are  Devon,  Cornish,  or  Welsh 
fingerlings  of  seven  to  the  pound.    Fine  they  may 
be,  in  condition,  but  fine  does  not  mean  large  in  all 
cases.    I  may,  perhaps,  here  say  that  I  have  never 
been  so  unlucky  as  to  be  in  error  on  the  subject 
myself,  as  I  always  make  it  a  special  matter  before 
going  to  a  district  to  ascertain  the  size  the  trout 
run  at  on  the  average ;  so  I  write  from  no  "  sore- 
ness "  on  this  point,  and  am  glad  to  have  been  able 
to  save  one  or  two  friends  from  expeditions  which 
would  have  been,  as  regards  size  of  fish,  extremely 
disappointing  to  them.     I  feel  sure  that  many 
anglers  will  coincide  in  the  wish  that  the  average 
size  of  trout  basketed  should  be  definitely  stated  in 
all  reports.    Many  of  your  correspondents,  to  their 
credit,  do  so,  but  I  have  noticed  that  many  do  not, 
but  merely  allude  to  the  fish  as  "nice  trout"  or 
"fine  trout,"  as  before  mentioned,  a  vagueness 
bordering  upon  the  irritating,  and  quite  worthless  to 
anyone  perusing  such  reports  with  a  view  to  visiting 
the  locality. 

May  I  conclude  with  a  remark  or  two  about  the 
size  of  Exmoor  trout.  No  one  who  has  seen  the  sister 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  flowing  parallel  at  Dulverton. 
and  exactly  similar  in  their  features,  can  quite  easily 
accept  the  dictum  that  these  Exmoor  fish  will 
never  grow  bigger  than  about  from  four  to  five  to 
the  pound.  In  the  well  preserved  water  on  the 
Exe  belonging  to  Lord  Carnarvon,  there  are,  or 
used  to  be,  plenty  of  capital  trout  runnincr  from  I 
should  estimate,  Jib.  to  lib.  ;  while  at°a  plj^e 
called,  if  I  recollect  aright,  Bury  Bridge  I  have 
watched  numbers  of  good  fish  running  to,  say, 
IJlb.  sailing  about  and  sucking  down  fiies.  Pre- 
servation and  a  size  lunit  will  work  wonders. 
Another  imfortunate,  but  I  suppose  unavoidable,' 
feature  of  many  rivers  is  the  practice  of  allowing 
the  best  local  hands  to  be  day  after  day  on  the 
river  catchuig  trout,  not  for  sport,  but  for  sale  to 
hotels  and  summer  visitors.  I  estimate  one  of 
these  fishermen  may  dispose  of,  at  a  low  estimate, 
if  he  fishes  daily,  between  two  thousand  and  three 
thousand  trout  during  the  season,  where  they  run 
small,  but  are  plentiful.  Multiply  this  by,  say,  six 
or  seven,  and  add  the  take  of  visitor  anglers,  'and 
small  wonder  that  there  is  talk  of  the  decadence  of 
trout  fishing  and  size  of  fish  in  many  of  our  rivers. 
While  it  may  be  desirable,  in  order  to  minimise 
poaching,  to  permit  those  who  wish  to  do  so  to 
dispose  of  their  catch  by  sale,  would  not  general 
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legislation  as  to  the  size  limit  of  fish  so  made  a 
source  of  profit  be  a  check  upon  what  I  honestly 
and  unprejudicedly  believe  to  tend  towards  the 
unquestionable  yearly  falling  off  of  sport  in  some  of 
our  otherwise  most  enjoyable  and  accessible  rivers  1 
—Yours  truly,  Obsebveb. 


WHAT  IS  THE  WEIGHT  OF  THE 
LARGEST  BLEAK. 
Deae  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  what  weight  the  largest  bleak 
is  that  has  been  caught,  as  I  have  sent  one  to 
Cooper  and  Sons,  Radnor-street.  St.  Lukes,  to  be 
mounted,  weight,  4Joz.  8  shot.  For  any  information 
I  should  be  much  obliged. — Yours  truly,     W.  M. 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Deae  Sib,— I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any 
angler  who  is  in  a  position  to  give  me  reliable 
information  as  to  the  very  best  time  of  the  year  for 
pike  in  Loughs  Mask,  Conn,  or  Corrib,  or  other 
good  lough  in  Ireland,  will  communicate  with  me. 
I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  sport  is  of  the  first 
importance.  Comforts,  weather,  or  a  long  tramp 
are  of  no  consideration  whatever  if  it  means  sport, 
and  perhaps  the  chance  of  a  big  fish.  I  would  put 
up  anywhere — a  fisherman's  hut  or  small  cottage 
or  farmhouse;  the  further  away  from  the  beaten 
track,  hotels,  and  the  tourist  angler  the  better.  I 
should  probably  come  alone,  although  I  have  one 
or  two  friends  good  sportsmen,  but  not  so  keen  as 
the  writer.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  up 
and  on  the  water  by  daylight  whatever  season  of 
the  year,  whether  for  fishing  or  a  shot  at  duck,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  better  sport  usually  obtained. 
I  find  bed  pulls  too  hard  and  comforts  are  too 
much  considered  by  many  sportsman  nowadays, 
and  I  want  no  hindrance.  I  should  bring  my  gun 
in  case  of  rough  weather  for  a  shot  at  duck.  I  am 
strong  and  on  the  right  side  of  forty,  and  have 
been  a  keen  fisherman  over  twenty-five  years.  I 
can  stand  any  amount  of  cold  or  wet  weather. — 
Yoxirs  truly,  J.  H,  B.  Manly, 


"  CLIPS  "  FOR  HOLDING  FLIES. 

Deae  Sib, — I  should  like  to  know  where  I  could 
obtain  the  metal  spring  clips  for  holding  flies,  such 
as  are  used  in  boxes  for  eyed  salmon  and  trout  flies. 

I  should  also  be  pleased  to  have  any  information 
with  respect  to  the  trout  and  killick  (pollack)  fishing 
near  Peel,  Isle  of  Man.  Thanking  you  in  anticipa- 
tion.— Yours  truly,  J.  T.  W. 


STRANGE  FISH  AT  CHRISTCHURCH. 

Deae  Sib, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"Luce,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  6,  I  beg 
to  say  that  the  bream  weighed  61b.  6oz.  six  hours 
after  it  was  taken  from  "the  run"  at  Mudeford, 
two  miles  from  Christchureh.  This  is  either  one  of 
the  bream  I  placed  in  the  Stour  on  April  14,  1897 — 
the  largest  of  which  weighed  not  more  than  lib. — 
or  it  may  possibly  be  one  bred  from  them. 

The  king  carp  did  not  weigh  less  than  131b., 
probably  nearer  151b.,  but  as  it  was  not  weighed  I 
could  not  say  for  certain.  I  had  the  satisfaction 
of  replacing  it  in  its  more  natural  home  the  next 
morning.  It  was  quite  lively,  and  a  female  fish  full 
of  spawn. 

I  placed  1080  king  and  Campion  carp  in  different 
portions  of  the  Stour  in  November,  1897 — namely, 
780  of  the  former,  and  30Q  of  the  latter.  These 
fish  were  from  4in.  to  7in.  in  length.  I  also  placed 
twenty  king  carp,  varying  in  weight  from  61b. 
to  21b.,  and  possibly  this  fish  was  one  of  those, 
although  according  to  proofs  vouched  for  by  the 
well-known  fish  farmer,  Mr.  T.  Ford,  of  Caistor, 
from  whom  I  have  bought  several  thousand  fish, 
king  carp  have  been  known  to  increase  from  2oz.  to 
321b.  in  five  years. 

I  also  placed  some  twenty  barbel  in  the  Stour  in 
November,  1897,  varying  in  weight  from  51b.  to 
IJlb.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  barbel  being  caught 
yet,  but  have  heard  of  strange  fish  having  been 
seen,  described  as  like  enormous  gudgeon. — Yours 
faithfully,  Henby  Newlyn,  J.P. 

Bournemouth,  June  9. 


THE  LIMERICK  FISHERY  BOARD. 
Sib, — I  gather  from  the  singular  letter  of  an 
English  angler  which  you  quote  in  a  recent  issue 
that  complaints  were  made  not  only  by  the  Limerick 
Conservators,  but  also  by  practically  every  Fishery 
Board  in  Ireland.  The  italics  are  mine,  and  with 
all  respect  to  your  correspondent,  I  take  the  liberty 
to  tjuestion  his  facts.  Again  and  again  in  the 
columns  of  the  Dublin  Press  I  find  the  Limerick 
Board  at  any  time  these  yeeirs  past  protesting,  and 
in  no  measured  terms,  against  the  01- judged  leniency 
of  the  Lord-Lieutenants  in  reducing  fines  on 
poachers,  but  I  cannot  recall  having  come  across 


any  cases  of  other  Boards  doing  so.  I  should  like 
to  know  what  grounds  your  correspondent  has  for 
his  assertion. 

In  this  matter  I  find  myself,  for  the  first  time  in 
my  life,  on  the  side  of  Dublin  Castle,  and  against 
the  Limerick  Board.  The  Castle  has  that  Board  in 
its  eye,  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  and  in  my 
humble  opinion  the  Board  wants  it.  I,  too,  have 
that  body  in  my  eye,  but  following  the  example  of 
the  Castle  I  shall,  for  the  present  at  least,  remain 
silent,  though  alert. — Yours  truly,  Mona. 


FISHING  NEAR  WHITBY. 
Deae  Sib, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
could  give  me  some  information  about  trout  fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  Whitby  (Yorkshire),  as  to  the 
most  suitable  flies  for  June  and  July,  and  any 
particulars  concerning  licences,  etc. — Yours  faith- 
fully, Febox. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Deae  [Sib, — If  "  Enquirer  "  and  "  Wanderer  " 
will  write  to  the  following  address  I  can  put  them 
in  the  way  of  getting  what  they  want — that  is, 
good  fishing  at  a  moderate  cost  in  Donegal. — Yours 
truly,  H. 

Florence  Villa,  West  Green, 
London,  N. 


A  7LB.  TROUT  TAKEN  AT  CHERTSEY  LOCK. 

Deae  Sib, — You  will  be  doubtless  interested  to 
hear  that  I  hooked  and  landed  a  71b.  trout  at 
Chertsey  Lock  on  the  morning  of  Jiine  9  in  the 
lock  cutting  not  more  than  six  yards  above  the 
top  lock  gates.  The  space  to  play  him  being,  of 
course,  very  limited,  and  the  lock  piles  also  (for 
which  he  made  numerous  attempts  to  break  me  on) 
to  guard  against,  meant  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes'  good  hard  fighting.  I  had  been  after  him 
for  six  or  seven  mornings,  getting  into  him  on 
June  2,  but  was  broke.  What  does  a  fish  lose  in 
weight  after  he  is  killed  ?  Mr.  Lovett,  of  the 
Cricketers,  weighed  him  in  my  presence  one  hour 
after  and  made  him  101b.  I  took  him  to  Cooper's 
to  be  set  up  the  same  evening  and  had  him 
re-weighed — result,  71b.,  which  is  what  I  return 
him  as.  Lovett  must  have  made  a  mistake.  — 
Faithfully  yours,  A.  C.  Gaednbe. 


SINGULAR  CAPTURE  OF  A  LARGE  TROUT. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  unaware  if  the  following 
incident  in  trout  fishing  is  very  unusual,  but  in 
my  thirty  years'  experience  as  a  trout-fisher  I  have 
not  come  across  a  similar  case. 

On  Friday  (June  5)  I  was  fisliing  the  Avon  with 
trout  rod  and  small  trout  flies,  when  I  hooked  a 
troutling  of  about  3oz.  While  hurriedly  reeling 
him  in,  I  suddenly  found  his  weight  increase 
enormously. 

Now  this  lovely  river  rises  in  the  still  snow- 
covered  Cairngorm  range,  runs  for  most  of  its 
course  above  here  over  granite,  and  is  remarkable 
among  rivers  for  the  clear  translucency  of  its 
water,  which  makes  the  occurrence  all  the  more 
astonishing. 

When  I  got  the  troutling  within  about  eight  or 
nine  yards  of  me,  I  found  that  it  had  been  seized  by 
a  large  and  beautifully  spotted  yellow  trout.  About 
this  time  I  fancied  he  must  have  either  seen  me  or 
smelt  danger,  for  he  gave  a  great  wallup  over  but 
did  not  relinquish  hold  of  his  prize.  Then  I  began 
to  hope  that  I  might  secure  him.  Keeping  as 
apparently  motionless  as  I  could,  I  backed  slowly 
towards  the  river  bank,  reeling  up  gently.  Fortu- 
nately my  landing-net  has  a  handle  over  4ft.  in 
length  ;  so,  when  I  got  Mr.  Trout  within  hauling 
distance,  with  my  left  hand  I  laid  the  net  part  on 
the  river  bed,  and  with  my  right  I  gently  drew  him 
along  till  his  head  and  shoulders  were  over  the  net, 
when  I  up  with  it  and  had  my  friend  out  on  the 
grass  in  a  second.  Then,  when  too  late,  he  released 
the  troutling  !  He  weighed  3|lb.,  and  was  equally 
lovely  to  look  at  and  to  eat.  I  am  confident  that 
he  never  felt  the  hook  that  was  in  the  troutling's 
mouth,  for  had  he  done  so  a  fish  of  his  size  and 
condition  would  have  behaved  very  differently. 
The  whole  business  did  not  take  more  than  three  or 
four  minutes. — Yours  faithfully, 

Edwaed  Cabteb. 


FISHING  IN  THE  RIBBLE. 

Deab  Sib, — I  should  be  obliged  to  you  were  you 
to  inform  me  to  whom  I  should  apply  for  a  licence 
to  fish  from  the  Ribble  Fishery  Board. 

I  reside  in  a  north-east  Lancashire  town,  on  a 
stream  which  is  a  tributary  of  the  Ribble.  This 
stream  would  in  a  few  years  become  a  fh-st-class 
trouting  brook,  but  at  present,  and  during  many 
years  past,  it  has  been  continually  ruined  by 
persistent  poaching,  thereby  ruining  local  angling, 


and  which  must  affect  the  fishing  of  the  Ribble 
itself,  as  the  stream  is  filled  every  flood  by  fish 
running  up,  and  invaded  every  autumn  by  spawning 
trout. 

I  have  rented  about  a  mile  from  the  farmers 
through  whose  land  the  stream  flows,  and  here  I 
and  my  friends  fish  when  we  have  the  time.  Owing 
to  my  professional  duties,  the  stream  is  not  watched 
as  it  ought  to  be,  the  worst  of  the  poaching  taking 
place  at  night  and  early  dawn  where  my  portion 
ends ;  the  rest  of  the  brook  up  to  its  source  belongs 
to  a  local  gentleman,  who  has  as  little  opportunity 
of  watching  it  as  I  have.  We  arrange  to  fish  each 
other's  portions  as  we  please.  Netting  and  spearing 
and  tickling  is  done,  and,  worse  still,  some  of  the 
neighbouring  blackguards  "chemic"  it,  and  poison 
with  chloride  of  hme  once  or  twice  annually. 

Kindly  let  me  know,  through  your  columns,  who 
would  take  up  a  prosecution  on  sufficient  evidence 
being  obtained  ?  Would  the  Ribble  Fishery  people 
do  this  on  my  evidence,  or  other  trustworthy 
evidence,  or  would  I  be  expected  to  do  so  myself  ? 
I  have  been  led  to  understand  that  the  Ribble 
Fishery  licence  empowers  a  holder  to  take  the 
name  and  address  of  a  person  fishing,  either  legally 
or  illegally,  without  holding  such  licence.  Is 
this  so  ? 

The  farmers  are  averse  to  prosecute,  although 
their  cattle  have  at  times  been  made  ill  through 
drinking  the  poisoned  water.  They  fear  reprisals 
on  their  stock  by  the  revengeful  poachers. 

Fair  fishing  has  been  unknown  in  this  district,  so 
that  people  think  that  they  can  fish  where  and  how 
they  like,  and  cannot  or  will  not  understand  that 
there  is  only  one  legal  way  of  catching  trout— that 
is.  by  rod  and  line.  We,  the  fly  fishers  of  the 
district,  consider  ourselves  neglected  by  the  Ribble 
Fisheries,  in  that  a  water-bailiff  never  comes  to 
look  into  the  condition  of  things,  and  thus  people 
have  never  been  educated  as  to  what  legal  fishing 
is.  Hoping  for  insertion,  and  assuring  you  that 
your  suggestions  will  be  most  welcome.  —  Youra 
truly,  Medicus.  . 


FISHING  AT  ARDARA,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Deab  Ste, — I  am  thinking  of  going  to  Ardara,  co, 
Donegal,  for  a  fortnight  or  so  in  September,  and 
would  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  could 
give  me  particulars  as  to  the  probable  cost  and  the 
sport  likely  to  be  obtained.  A  list  of  the  best  flies, 
etc.,  would  be  useful.  Thanking  you  in  anticipa- 
tion.— Yours  truly,  Gbeen  Ween. 


ANGLING  NEAR  TUNBRIDGE  WELLS. 

Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  "  Luce's  "  letter  re  above, 
Tonbridge  is  five  miles  from  its  sister  town  of 
Tunbridge  Wells,  and  is  situated  on  the  Medway. 
The  Tonbridge  Angling  Society  preserves  about 
eight  miles  of  the  river,  and  it  contains  excellent 
coarse  fish.  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  supply  any 
details  on  hearing  from  "Luce." — Yours  truly. 

Feed.  J.  Tanton,  Hon.  Sec. 


Deab  Sib, — There  are  plenty  of  good  lodgings  at 
this  beautiful  place.  I  would  recommend  you  to 
stay  on  Mount  Ephraim  during  the  summer  as  the 
town  is  rather  in  a  hole.  This  house  is  splendidly 
placed  and  excellently  managed.  Terms  are  some- 
what high.  With  regard  to  the  fishing,  the  pond 
at  the  High  Rocks  is  about  half  an  acre  of  muddy 
water.  It  was  cleaned  out  some  months  ago,  and 
is  used  for  boating  by  visitors  to  the  Rocks  ;  and  I 
fear  the  patient  angler  would  be  much  disturbed 
by  'Arry  and  'Arriet.  Years  ago  I  saw  a  man 
catch  a  few  small  roach  there. 

The  Broomhill  mill  pond  is  smaller,  and  is  fed  by 
a  brook.  I  have  never  seen  anyone  fishing  it ;  but 
there  is  a  notice  on  the  mill  that  no  trout  are  to  be 
taken  under  8  inches. 

"  The  Angler's  Diary "  mentions  Ashurst,  to 
which  you  could  go  by  train.  The  stream  there  is 
sluggish  and  generally  thick  in  colour. 

Though  a  charming  country,  and  the  Wells  a 
very  pleasant  and  quiet  place  to  stay  at,  I  cannot 
recommend  it  from  a  fishing  point  of  view,  although 
I  have  never  put  it  to  the  test  myself  during  my 
many  staj's. — Yours  truly, 

Feank  W.  Dupbey 


CHUB  FISHING. 
Deae  Sib, — Some  time  since  a  letter  appeared  in 
your  correspondence  columns  explaining  the  best 
way  to  mount  and  cast  a  Irog  for  chub.  I  know 
that  one  of  the  points  was  that  the  bait  should  be 
allowed  to  sink  to  the  bottom,  and,  I  believe,  the 
letter  was  from  Mr.  Goodwin.  Can  you  again  quote 
the  directions  given,  or  would  the  writer,  if  this 
meets  his  eye,  do  so,  and  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

Chubbee. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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MAY  FLY  FISHING  IN  HEKE- 
FOEDSHIEB. 
By  the  "Amatetjr  Angleb." 


I  HAVE  a  great  affection  for  the  beautiful  county 
of  Hereford,  for  my  earliest  and  happiest  days 
were  spent  in  it.  It  is  a  county  of  fine  woodland 
scenery,  of  charming  meadows  and  pine-clad  hills, 
and  it  is  intersected  by  many  a  grand  river.  In 
the  leafy  month  of  .June  it  is  perhaps  at  its  best ; 
then  Nature  has  but  newly  put  on  her  varied 
garments  of  green,  the  fields  are  all  gold  and  silver 
with  buttercups  and  daisies,  and  the  woods  are 
vocal  with  the  songs  of  many  birds. 

"Thus  all  looks  gay  and  full  of  cheer. 
To  welcome  the  new-liveried  year." 
In  such  a  county,  and  amid  such  pleasant  scenes, 
when  the  sun  is  casting  a  glamour  of  brightness 
over  all,  a  visitor  fresh  from  the  smoke  and  toil 
and  dizzy  noises  of  a  great  city  may  be  pardoned 
i  f  he  gives  way  for  a  moment  at  least  to  a  feeling 
of  delight  in  a  situation  so  beautiful,  and  to  him 
so  new. 

My  good  old  friend,  the  Professor,  had  preceded 
me,  and  when  I  arrived  at  the  station,  there  he 
was.  I  had  not  seen  him  for  two  years,  and  I  was 
delighted  to  find  him  as  cheery  and  jovial  as  ever. 
He  had  made  all  sorts  of  preparations  for  my 
comfort,  regardless  of  his  own,  as  usual.  He  was 
in  high  spirits,  charmed  with  everything  —  the 
coimtry,  the  village,  the  church,  the  river,  the 
bright  sunshine — and  he  soon  aroused  in  me  the 
youthful  enthusiasm  with  which  he  was  himself 
inspired. 

It  was  amid  such  scenes  as  these  that  we  had 
decided  to  make  the  headquarters  for  our  small 
exploits  against  the  trout  on  what  I  may  call  the 
lower  waters  of  the  Lugg;  we  nave  also  tapped 
tliat  fine  stream  in  the  upper  regions.  Our  quarters 
are  situated  in  a  most  delightful  part  of  the  county, 
and  the  Lugg,  meandering  through  its  meadows, 
has  just  now  in  its  fulness  a  really  noble  aspect. 
The  neighbourhood  has  an  ancient  reputation  for 
the  quality  of  its  trout  fishing,  and  in  bygone  days 
it  was  a  great  privilege  to  fish  its  waters,   Of  late 


years  I  understand  it  has  been  somewhat  neglected, 
and  chiefly  because  some  time  ago  when  "  navvies  " 
were  at  work  in  the  neighbourhood  they  seem  to 
have  regarded  the  river  as  their  special  perquisite 
for  poaching,  and  fine  sport  they  made  of  it.  For 
many  miles  round  here  their  mode  of  taking  fish 
was  to  explode  dynamite  in  the  stream,  which 
brought  for  them  a  temporary  supply  of  dead  fish, 
but  destroyed  thousands  for  no  one's  good.  This 
diabolical  process  continued  for  a  long  time,  com 
pletely  depleted  the  river,  and  inflicted  a  permanent 
injury  from  which  it  has  not  yet  recovered,  or  is 
only  now  recovering; 

I  have  wandered  along  its  banks  from  one  end  of 
the  club  water  to  the  other,  and  have  been  almost 
fascinated  with  the  many  spots  which,  to  an  angler's 
eye,  would  seem  to  teem  with  fish — there,  one  might 
say,  is  the  very  spot,  the  pool,  the  eddy,  the  stream 
where  in  imagination  you  have  only  to  cast  your 
fly  and  land  your  creelful  of  fish  in  no  time  ;  but 
in  reality  it  is  not  so.  The  truth  must  be  told :  the 
river  is  there,  the  charm  is  there,  the  lovely  beauties 
of  Nature  are  there,  but  the  fish  are  not  there ! 

We,  the  Professor  and  I,  fished  it  up  and  we  fished 
it  down,  but  rarely  could  we  see  or  get  a  rise.  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  admit  that  the  time  was  not  pro 
pitious.  True  it  was  the  May  Fly  time,  and  in 
ordinary  times  the  river  abounds  with  May  Fly. 
Yet,  although  we  began  to  fish  on  June  4,  an 
uncertainty  prevailed  amongst  the  knowing  ones 
as  to  whether  the  May  Fly  had  been  already  "up  " 
or  whether  it  had  yet  to  come  up.  An  occasional 
caddow  (as  they  are  always  called  here)  may  be  seen 
floating  down  stream,  but  he  attracted  no  attention 
from  below ;  the  trout,  if  there  are  any,  were  quite 
indifferent.  We  captured  a  few  small  ones,  and 
two  or  three  above  the  10-inch  standard,  but  the 
big  ones — and  there  are  big  ones,  so  we  were  con- 
fidently told — fed  below,  and  close  under  the  banks. 
The  river  was  full,  sUghtly  discoloured,  and  in  places 
quite  milky  from  the  recent  thunderstorms  up  in 
the  hills.  Again,  on  June  5,  we  fished  this  lovely 
stream,  with  a  hot  burning  sun  in  our  faces  and  a 
biting  cold  north-east  wind  at  our  backs — and  again 
without  any  success  worth  mentioning ;  our  failures 
were  fully  confirmed  by  other  anglers.  Another 
difficulty  about  this  part  of  the  Lugg  is  that  it  runs 
ten  or  fifteen  feet  deep  between  steep  banks  ten  to 
twenty  feet  high,  and  mostly  overhung  with  alders 
and  other  bushes.  Here  and  there  you  find  an  opening 
where  fine  casts  can  be  made,  but  to  the  fiy  fisher 
it  is,  to  say  the  least,  a  tantalising  and  difficult 
river  to  fish ;  for  bobbing  or  bottom  fishing  it  is 
more  accessible.  No  wading  is  permitted,  and  if 
it  was  the  river  is  far  too  deep  and  strong  to 
wade.  Another  of  the  troubles  which  the  past 
neglect  of  the  riparian  owners  has  brought  about 
is  that  it  abounds  with  chub  and  pike  and  other 
coarse  fish,  and  also  with  otters,  and  until  these 
enemies  of  the  trout  and  grayling  are  thinned  out 
it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  restock  it.  I  am 
informed  that  a  praiseworthy  effort  is  now  being 
made  in  earnest  to  restore  the  river  to  its  pristine 
high-class  character,  both  by  clearing  out  the 
coarse  fish  and  restocking  with  trout  and  grayling, 
so  that  in  the  near  future  subscribers  may  look  for  a 
better  return  than  they  have  lately  been  enabled 
to  obtain.-  The  effort  certainly  deserves  warm 
encouragement. 

On  Saturday,  June  6,  we  availed  ourselves  of  a 
cordial  invitation  from  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
T.  R.  Williams,  to  fish  this  river  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Kingsland,  and  he  also  obtained  for  us  an 
order  to  fish  in  another  quarter,  on  Monday, 
June  8,  of  which  we  gladly  made  use.  Of  our 
doings  on  these  two  occasions  I  will  speak  later  on. 

After  our  excursion  we  returned  to  headquarters 
on  Monday  night,  and  on  Tue.sday  morning  we 
were  welcomed  with  a  downpour  of  rain,  which 
kept  us  close  prisoners  all  day.  Wednesday  morn- 
ing presented  us  with  a  dismal  fog,  or  blight,  as 
they  call  it  here,  and  the  afternoon  with  a  steady 
downpour. 

It  may  be  observed  that  I  began  this  article  in 
sunshine  and  glory — I  have  to  finish  it  in  doleful 
despondency.  To  sit  quietly  for  two  days  in 
private  lodgings,  however  cosy  they  may  be.  is  not 
an  enlivening  experience.  We  have  books  and 
papers  in  galore,  but  we  cannot  be  always  reading. 
We  found  watching  the  straight  downpour  of  the 
continuous  rain  helped  to  pass  the  dreary  time, 
but  our  cramped  energies  demand  some  more 
exciting  outlet.  In  yonder  meadow  is  a  cow 
bellowing  and  bemoaning  the  weaning  of  her  calf; 
a  donkey  strutting  about  among  some  big  cart 


horses,  rubbing  necks  with  them,  and  thinking 
himself  equal  to  the  best  of  them. 

"  Two  harmless  lambs  are  butting  one  the  other — 
Which  done,  both  bleating  run,  each  to  his  mother." 

We  play  at  draughts  till  the  game  palls 
upon  us ;  we  gossip  with  the  landlady  and 
listen  to  her  stories.  One  of  us  is  now,  in  this 
month  of  June,  croodling  over  the  fire  with  a 
bad  cold  and  sore  throat;  the  other,  finding 
nothing  more  congenial  to  do,  has  for  some  time 
set  himself  to  conclude  this  article,  which  began  so 
happily,  by  abusing  the  fishing,  and  so  reUeve  his 
mind  of  the  monotony  which  is  wholly  attributable 
to  the  weather;  if  the  general  tone  of  what  I 
have  written  has  anything  of  bitterness  in  it,  the 
cause  is  sufficiently  clear,  for  how  can  one  write 
cheerfully  when  one  feels  that  one's  precious  time 
is  fleeing,  and  that  we  are  helpless  prisoners  ? 
Even  the  placid  and  genial  and  sore- throated 
Professor  is  beginning  to  growl  and  grumble.  Our 
May  Fly  fishing,  I  fear,  is  over,  for  by  to-morrow 
the  river  will  be  in  flood,  and  on  Saturday  I  return 
to  the  mill 


I  have  already  mentioned  the  fact  that  we  had 
taken  two  days  off  this  water  and  gone  higher  up. 
•It  was  on  Saturday,  .lune  6,  that  we  accepted  the 
invitation  of  Mr.  T.  R.  Williams,  who  had  sent  us 
a  club  member's  ticket  to  fish  the  Kingsland  water. 

Accordingly,  we  arose  betimes,  walked  a  mile 
and  a  half  to  the  station,  took  train,  and  reached 
our  destination  by  ten  o'clock.  We  fished  from 
that  time  till  seven  o'clock,  and  returned  to  head- 
quarters by  ten  o'clock  p.m.,  well  tired.  That,  in 
brief,  is  the  story  of  our  day  out.  To  expand  a 
Uttle,  I  may  say  that  we  were  met  at  the  station 
by  the  courteous  Mr.  Williams.  I  was  glad  to 
make  his  personal  acquaintance.  In  his  pretty 
Lugg  Cottage  he  keeps  all  the  requisites  of  a 
fisherman.  He  has  always  on  hand  a  large  stock 
of  all  the  flies  suitable  for  Herefordshire  streams, 
many  of  which  are  made  by  himself;  and  not  to  be 
beaten  in  the  matter  of  wings  and  hackles  he 
keeps  a  large  variety  of  pure  bred  game  fowls.  These 
fowls,  though  not  certified  pedigree  birds,  have  as  fine 
a  private  record  as  any  birds  could  wish  for.  JNIr. 
Williams  and  his  ancestors,  these  birds  and  their 
ancestors,  have  dwelt  together  in  peace  and 
harmony  (except  when  two  cocks  meet,  then  it 
is  war  to  the  death)  for  more  than  sixty  years.- 
The  birds  seem  to  be  quite  aware  that  their  chief 
duty  in  Ufe  is  to  provide  neck  feathers  and  hackles 
of  true  and  varied  plumage  for  aU  kinds  of 
imitations  of  the  winged  insects  which  so  artfully 
betray  salmon,  trout,  and  grayling.  They  know 
it,  and  sometimes  they  feel  it.  The  cocks  are  in 
separate  dens,  each  with  his  own  seraglio.  There 
are  many  cocks  there  of  the  most  sprightly  and 
elegant  plumage,  and  there  are  others  whose  necks 
are  bare,  not  to  say  raw,  as  though  suffering  from 
some  disease  incident  to  moulting.  It  curiously 
happens  that  this  disease  breaks  out  just  about  the 
time  when  there  comes  a  large  demand  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  for  feathers  of  a  special 
plumage.  Mr.  Williams  says  he  cannot  account 
for  it,  and  he  thinks  a  carbolic  treatment  would  be 
good  for  them  ;  anyhow,  the  poor  beggars  have  a 
proud  but  rather  unhappy  look  about  them.  Now 
I  was  assured  that  the  birds  from  which  the  stock 
of  feathers  is  really  pluckei  have  elegant  and 
graceful  necks  and  shoulders,  and  they  supply 
abundance  of  feathers  seemingly  without  missing 
them ;  they  deliver  up  their  treasures  under  an 
operation  certainly  less  painful  than  toothache  or 
tooth-drawing.  Among  the  flies  he  supplied  us 
with  is  a  special  Spent  Gnat  ("Ragged  Robin I 
have  called  it),  which  is  a  most  attractive  lure  on 
this  water. 

Mr.  Williams  not  only  met  us  at  the  station,  he 
accompanied,  us  to  the  water  and  set  us  going.  It 
Was  a  lovely  day,  but  the  wind  as  usual  kept  in 
the  same  unhappy  north-east.  Consequently,  for 
I  firmly  believe  that  wind  in  that  quarter  is  dis- 
tinctly inimical  to  fishing,  there  was  no  rise,  and 
nothing  to  rise  at — May  Fly  only  seen  here  and 
there  now  and  then.  A  further  consequence  was 
that,  although  the  river  here  is  well  stocked  and 
well  looked  after,  we  only  hooked  and  lost  or 
captured  two  or  three  brace  between  us.  Other 
anglers  were  there  even  less  successful  than  we.  I 
do  not  remember  that  any  adventure  befell  us  on 
this  occasion,  except  that  in  driving  four  miles 
across  country  to  the  station  the  wind  was  more 
biting  than  in  the  bitterest  month  of  the  year.- 
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We  were  chilled  to  the  bones,  and  the  Professor  is 
Btill  suffering  from  the  effects  of  that  baleful  drive. 

On  Monday.  June  8,  by  special  invitation,  we 
started  for  a  day's  outing  in  another  direction.  Ten 
miles  by  rail  and  a  drive  of  four  miles  through 
picturesque  villages  and  enchanting  scenery  brought 
us  to  the  scene  of  our  day's  work.  In  the  train  we 
had  met  with  an  enthusiastic  young  farmer,  who, 
seeing  how  we  were  equipped,  at  once  asked  us 
whither  we  were  bent.  "Ah,"  said  he,  "I  wish  I 
were  going  with  you,  I  know  that  water  well ;  a 
friend  of  mine  got  twelve  brace  of  pounders  up 
there  last  week,  but  you  won't  do  much  there  to-day  ; 
the  caddow  must  be  off  by  this  time,  and  this  north- 
east wind  and  bright  sun  won't  help  you.  It  is  a 
mistake,"  he  added.  "  to  think  that  all  the  big  trout 
lie  always  under  the  banks.  You  will  find  them 
mostly  in  the  middle  of  the  river  where  it  runs  deep 
and  slow.  I  have  waited  in  such  places  half  an  hour 
at  a  time  for  a  rise — there  the  trout  ranges  up  and 
down  for  twenty  or  thirty  yards;  when  I  have 
learnt  his  boundary  I  cast  my  fly  three  or  four  yards 
above  it  and  let  it  float  gently  down  and  I  have 
him.  Not  only  must  your  fly  float  but  your  hne 
also,  for  if  that  sinks  in  the  water,  and  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  prevent  it,  your  chance  is  gone."  Thus 
did  this  garrulous  youth  instruct  us  old  hands  in 
the  art  of  diy  fly  fishing. 

Otter  and  Moorhenv 

"  Can  you  tell  me,"  said  he,  "if  it  is  a  common 
thing  for  otters  to  take  moorhens  ?  I  have  lived 
on  this  water  all  my  life  and  fished  it,  too,  but  till 
last  week  I  was  not  aware  of  it.  I  was  waiting  for 
a  rise  down  the  river  when  a  moorhen  sprang  out 
of  the  water  on  to  a  fallen  tree,  and  an  otter 
followed  her  closely — he  had  caught  her  by  the 
tail  and  she  had  fluttered  up  on  to  the  tree;  he 
ran  along  the  tree  and  up  one  of  the  branches,  but 
the  bird  got  away,  leaving  some  of  her  tail  feathers 
in  his  mouth.  Seeing  me,  he  made  a  sudden  dive 
from  the  branch  into  the  water  with  a  great  splash 
and  disappeared.  For  me  it  was  a  new  fact  in 
natural  history,  for  I  had  always  thought  otters 
confined  their  diet  to  fish  in  the  water." 

The  fact  was  new  to  me  also,  but,  nevertheless, 
it  may  be  perfectly  true  that  otters  are  not  so 
limited  in  their  taste — if  moorhens,  then  ducklings 
and  goslings  may  sometimes  serve  to  whet  their 
appetites.  "  Those  villainous  vermin,"  says  Izaak 
Walton.  "  I  hate  them  perfectly  because  they  love 
fish  so  well,  or,  rather,  because  they  destroy  so 
much." 

Here  it  was,  near  this  tree,  that  I  saw  this  same 
tailless  moorhen  with  half  a  dozen  little  black 
chicks  floating  about ;  on  seeing  me  she  flew  across 
the  river  and  began  clucking  for  the  young  ones  to 
follow,  but  for  them  it  was  no  easy  task ;  the  river 
they  had  to  cross  was  rushing  down  in  a  mighty 
stream,  and  I  was  curious  to  see  how  these  little 
week-old  birds  would  manage  it.  It  was  really 
wonderful  to  see  how  the  little  mites  one  after  the 
other  stemmed  the  torrent.  The  first  one  sailed  up 
as  far  as  he  could  to  get  alongside  the  current,  and 
then  boldly  floated  into  it,  and  so  was  carried  away 
down  and  seemingly  lost  for  ever,  but  the  black 
spot  floated  slantingly  atop  of  the  water.  Away 
down  below  he  reached  the  opposite  smooth  water, 
and  soon  joined  his  anxious  mamma,  and  so  one  by 
one  the  others  all  followed  and  disappeared  under 
the  opposite  bank. 

We  began  to  fish  up  stream,  and  a  lovely  stream 
it  is  up  there,  not  so  large  as  down  below,  but  it 
winds  about  amid  the  most  charming  surroimdings 
--through  a  narrow  upland  valley  bordered  on  both 
sides  by  lofty  conical  hills  pine-clad  to  the  top— as 
much  like  Swiss  scenery  as  any  to  be  found  out  of 
Switzerland— an  out  of  the  world  kind  of  district 
witn  not  a  house  to  be  seen  for  miles.  Up 
this  narrow  and  winding  valley— a  kind  of  gap  in 
the  mountains,  which  at  its  entrance  is  wide  open 
to  the  north  and  east — the  north-east  wind,  which 
was  blowing  hard  outside,  rushed  with  concentrated 
force,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  played  the  very 
deuce  with  our  fishing.  The  river  is  full  of  trout. 
They  were  rising,  too,  but  we  could  not  get  our  flies 
on  the  water  for  the  blast  was  from  most  points 
dead  against  us.  We  hooked  and  lost  many  a  fine 
trout,  and  we  bagged  some,  but  not  what  we 
should  have  done  but  for  these  sudden  small  gales 
and  squalls.  We  had,  however,  a  very  pleasant 
time  of  it,  and  it  was  a  day  to  dwell  in  our 
memories. 

About  five  o'clock  we  reached  a  keeper's  cottage, 
hidden  ai^-ay  in  the  woods,  apparently  miles  away 


from  any  other  habitation.  It  is  a  dwelling  which 
has  done  its  duty  for  many  and  many  a  generation 
of  keepers,  and  is  now  in  a  dilapidated  and  crum- 
blmg  condition,  and  is  distinctly  not  a  creditable 
residence  for  respectable  people,  b\it  here  we  found 
a  welcome  place  of  rest  after  our  many  hours  of 
toil.  The  keeper's  wife,  a  very  pleasant  and  kindly 
hostess,  made  a  fire,  boiled  her  kettle,  and  soon 
gave  us  a  most  welcome  cup  of  tea  and  home-made 
bread  and  butter — for  which  we  were  not  a  little 
grateful.  Her  son,  Ernest,  a  bright  boy  of  twelve, 
knows  every  fish  in  the  river,  and  took  us  up  to 
the  spots  where  the  big  fish  lie,  and  we  were  just 
beginning  to  have  some  grand  sport  when,  alas  ! 
we  were  warned  by  the  arrival  of  our  trap  that 
time  was  up.  We  had  four  miles  to  drive  to  catch 
our  train,  and  so  we  must  pack  up  and  be  off.  Then  it 
was  that  the  Grey  Drake  began  to  fluttsr  up  in  shoals, 
and  the  trout  began  to  taste  them  one  would 
think  for  the  first  time.  It  was  aggravating  to  see 
them  flopping  up  and  up  and  up  all  along  the 
stream  as  we  trotted  off  to  the  station.  The 
owner  of  the  water  who  had  given  us  this  day's 
delight,  but  who  must  be  nameless,  arrived  in  his 
carriage  with  a  friend  just  as  we  were  quitting  the 
magic  scene.  He  knew  the  ropes  better  than  we : 
he  began  to  fish  when  we  left  off,  and  he  surely 
had  a  grand  time  before  him.  He  gave  us  a  most 
cordial  invitation  to  come  again  at  any  time  on 
giving  him  a  short  notice,  and  so  we  bade  farewell 
to  one  of  the  most  lovely  scenes  I  have  ever  had 
the  pleasure  of  fishing  in. 

And  now,  writing  on  June  11,  I  may  say  for 
certain  that  the  May  Fly  fishing  of  1903  is"  con- 
cluded. The  river  is  in  full  flood,  fields  are  under 
water,  and  I,  poor  bird  of  passage,  must  seek 
"fresh  woods  and  pastures  new."  The  weather 
just  now  is  quite  disheartening — I  am  sitting  by  a 
fire  on  this  cold  winter's  day  which  has  dropped 
into  the  middle  of  June,  occupied  as  I  have 
described  above,  and  the  Professor,  who  came 
here  for  a  month,  vows  he  can  stand  it  no 
longer ;  he  will  be  off  to-morrow  and  so  must  I,  for 
the  river,  under  the  most  favourable  weather,  will 
not  be  fishable  for  a  week  or  ten  days.  I  hear  of 
some  grand  catches  now  and  then.  One  cheery 
angler  at  a  station  put  his  head  in  and  said 
to  an  acquaintance  in  the  carriage,  "I  got  four 
brace,  some  over  two  pounds,  last  night."  "  Yes," 
said  our  neighbour  to  us  as  the  train  moved  off, 
"  and  by  the  time  he  reaches  the  next  station  the 
four  brace  will  have  grown  to  six,  and,  like 
Falstaff's  '  men  in  buckram.'  they  will  be  a  dozen 
brace  before  he  reaches  the  end  of  his  journey." 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  on  our  return  home  in  the 
train  we  actually  saw  with  our  own  eyes,  and  with 
some  envy  in  our  hearts,  nineteen  fine  pound  trout, 
shown  to  us  by  two  young  fellows  who  had  that 
day  caught  them  with  the  caddow  in  a  neighbouring 
stream. 

I  quitted  our  headquarters  on  the  12th,  and 
left  the  disconsolate  Professor  packing  up.  May 
we  meet  again  soon,  and  in  better  weather  ! 


"LAPSUS  LEGIS":  "A  SLIP  OF 
THE  LAW." 

A  FISHING  holiday  was  in  prospect,  and  Iwas  busily 
preparing  rods  and  tackle,  and  longing  for  the 
coming  morrow  that  should  see  me  "  far  from  dust 
and  din  of  City  skies  "  in  the  quiet,  pleasant  Weald 
of  Sussex. 

A  pleasant  hour  had  shpped  too  quickly  by  in  dis- 
entangling hooks  and  casts — for  I  was  ever  a  careless 
angler,  albeit  a  persevering  one — when  there  came  a 
well-known  and  not  altogether  unexpected  "  rat- 
tat  "  at  the  front  door.  It  was  my  friend  Edward 
who,  as  the  French  say,  was  "  about  to  be  "  a 
lawyer,  and  who  with  the  near  approach  of  his 
"  final  "  had  but  little  to  say  on  any  other  topic,  and 
was  consequently  somewhat  of  a  trial  to  the  ordinary 
lay  man — to  myself,  perhaps,  in  particular,  as  he 
kindly  considered  me  a  "  good  hstener,"  and  had 
several  times  talked  "  Coke  upon  Littleton  "  and 
"  Treatment  of  Cases,"  until  merciful  sleep  inter- 
vened, and  placed  me  beyond  further  hearing.  His 
first  greeting  was  effusive,  but  following  that  he 
lapsed  into  a  long  and  unusual  silence.  At  length  he 
spoke.  "  I  suppose  you're  a  very  good  fisherman," 
he  asked  in  solemn  tones.  "  Well.  I  am  very  fond  of 
it,"  I  answered  cautiously.  "  I  mean  I  suppose 
you  know  exactly  how  to  catch  them  ?  "  lie  con- 
tinued in  the  same  strain.  "  I  know  how  to  try 
to  catch  them,"  said  I.    "  But  you  always  get  a 


great  many,  and  they're  always  big  ones,  aren't 
they  ?  "  "I  have  taken  a  few  specimens  certainly." 
I  assented.  "  And  where  you're  going  to-morrow 
you  expect  to  get  some  more,  don't  you  ?  "  Now  all 
these  questions  coming  from  an  unbeliever  began  to 
make  me  feel  rather  suspicious.  "  Tell  me,"  said  I. 
"  are  you  really  interested  in  my  fishing  exploits  or 
are  you  merely  practising  cross-examination  ?  "  His 
reply  startled  me.  "  I  want  you  to  make  an  angler 
of  me  !  "  I  looked  sharply  at  him  ;  was  he  serious  ? 
"  I  want  to  beg  a  courtesy  of  you  ;  it  is  that  from 
henceforth  you  would  allow  me  to  call  you  master, 
and  that  I  may  really  be  your  scholar."  "  You've 
been  reading  Walton,"  said  I,  softened  by  the  quota- 
tion, "  but  am  I  to  believe  that  you  would  really  like 
to  fish — if  at  first  you  don't  succeed,  will  you  '  try. 
try,  try  again,'  or  will  you  lose  interest  and  throw 
stones  at  my  float  for  diversion  ;  will  you  talk  to  me 
of  law;  or  '  tell  to  make  the  time  pass  by -droll 
legends  of  your  infancy  ?  '  And  do  you  know," 
I  continued,  warming  to  my  subject,  "  that 
silence  is  imperative  ;  that  patience,  perseverance, 
and  good  temper  are  essential ;  that  the  wind  is 
generally  in  the  wrong  quarter  ;  that  the  best  fish 
always  get  away  ;  that  we  rise  at  day-break,  and 
make  our  way  breakfastless  to  the  chill  water-side  ; 
that  bulls  abound  ;  that '  trespassers  will  be  prose- 
cuted ;  that  hooks  will  catch  trees,  bushes,  weeds, 
stumps,   you,  me,   everything  in  fact  but  fish  ? 

Do  you-  "    Edward  held  up  his  hand  to  stay 

my  flow  of  objections.    "  Do  you,"  I  concluded, 
"  still  ynsh  to  come  fishing  ?  "  ' 

My  friend  jumped  to  his  feet,  and  eyeing  me 
with  such  sternness  as  to  produce  quite  a  nervous 
tremor,  seized  my  "  sou' -wester,"  and  rolling  it  to 
resemble  a  brief,  gave  a  slight  cough  to  further 
command  attention,  and  began  his  speech  : 

"  I  am  for  the  defence,  my  lud,"  said  he. 
"  Whereas  my  learned  friend  on  my  right  has 
decried,  belittled,  ridiculed  my  just  and  proper 
desire  to  become  a  worthy  though  humble  brother 
of  the  angle,  and  whereas  my  herein-before-men- 
tioned friend,  whom  I  shall  presently  prove  to  be 
no  mean  disciple  of  the  great  Izaak  himself— 
(applause  in  court) — has  intimated  in  unmistakablj'- 
honest  terms  that  he  would  prefer  me  to  take 

myself— er— to  take  "    "  To  take  time  for  a 

whiskey  and  soda  and  to  collect  your  thoughts,"  I 
interrupted,  seeing  that  he  seemed  to  hesitate. 
This  remark  proved  both  timely  and  welcome,  for 
Edward  immediately  dismissed  the  case  and  busied 
himself  in  the  preparation  of  what  he  called  the 
"  aforesaid  refresher." 

As  the  result  of  our  conversation  I  agreed  to  take 
him  on  a  trial  trip,  legal  doubts  and  difficulties  to 
be  strictly  barred,  and  Edward  to  bring  his  sketch- 
ing materials  lest  fishing  should  prove  unattractive. 
Only  one  other  topic  remained  for  discussion — 
clothes.  Edward  is  a  dressy  man,  and  so  the  fact 
that  we  go  fishing  in  our  oldest  things  came  as 
rather  a  shock  to  him.  "  Won't  my  golf  suit  do  ?  " 
he  pleaded.  "  Too  good."  "  Well,  my  flannels  and 
school  blazer  then  ?  "  "  Too  much  red,  white,  and 
blue  ;  you  would  be  an  irresistible  attraction  to 
bulls,  and  also  visible  to  every  fish  within  casting 
distance.  No,  come  in  something  quiet  and  un- 
obtrusive." 

And  let  your  garments  russet  be  or  gray. 
Of  colour  darke  and  hardest  to  descrye. 
That  with  the  rain  and  weather  will  away 
And  least  offend  the  fearful!  fishes  eye. 
This  point  being  settled,  and  having  had  another 
"refresher"  and  arranged ' that  on  the  following 
morning  he  "  would  obtain "  or  "  cause  to  be 
obtained "  a  cab,  the  learned  counsel   left — or, 
rather,  as  he  put  it,  "  took  his  departure."  During 
our  journey  I  was  beset  with  questions,  and  often 
as  not  hard  put  to  it  to  find  convincing  answers. 
Any  statement  I  made  had  to  be  fully  explained 
and  proved,  for  Edward  had  a  pet  theory  that  "  you 
can  learn   something  from   everyone,"   and  he 
evidently  intended  to  "  learn  "  a  good  deal  from 
me,  his  plan  of  attack  being  "  Yes,  but  why  ?  " 
which  formula  he  repeated  with  the  same  exas-  i 
perating  regularity  as  is  to  be  found  in  childi-en.  | 
We  wei'e  to  stay  at  a  pleasant  Httle  Sussex  to\^^l.  | 
and  from  there  to  make  daily  train  excursions  to 
various  ponds  and  rivers  in  the  surrounding  country ; 
so,  with  breakfast  finished,  a  comfortable  luncheon  ■ 
hamper  prepared,  and  the  promise — painfully  pro- 
phetic— from  Edward  "  that  he  would  throw  him- 
self into  it,"  we  started  for  our  first  day's  trip,  and 
an  hour  later  were  by  the  water  side.  It  was  a  cloud-  ] 
less,  brilliant  August  morning,  and  I  saw  at  once 
that  we  should  do  little  gobd  till  the  cool  of  the 
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evening — just  the  day,  indeed,  to  keep  a  novice 
busy  and  to  give  an  old  hand  a  rest.  I  found  it 
impossible  to  impress  on  Edward  that  sport  in  the 
bright  sunshine  was  highly  improbable,  for  he  was 
peering  down  into  the  deep,  clear  water  watching 
the  shoals  of  great  bronze-backed  bream  that  sailed 
lazily  by  ;  then,  again,  were  there  not  roach  of  sur- 
prising size  and  number  swimming  slowly  to  and 
fro  between  the  reed  banks.  "No  sport!  Non- 
ssnse  !  there  must  be  sport  with  all  these  monsters 
waiting  to  be  caught."  So  advice  was  discarded, 
and.  acting  on  his  own  idea  that  the  "  bigger  the 
bait  the  bigger  the  fish,"  he  persistently  angled  mth 
a  ball  of  paste  rather  larger  than  a  walnut  wrapped 
tightly  round  a  hook  that  would  have  been  very 
useful  in  deep-sea  fishing  for  cod  or  conger. 

Time  wore  on,  and  after  the  third  or  fourth  hour 
of  non-success  my  novice,  good  tempered  and  per- 
severing though  he  was,  began  to  show  some  signs 
of  impatience. 

"  It's  very  good  of  you  to  take  so  much  trouble 
w-ith.  me,"  he  said,  "  and  I  don't  want  to  seem  un- 
grateful, but  may  I  ask  one  question  ?  "  "  Cer- 
tainly," said  I.  "  Well,  then,  is  fishing  always  like 
this  ?  "  "  Do  you  mean  as  you  are  doing  it  now 
-with  your  float  upside  down  and  your  bait  resting 

on  a  water-lily,  or  do  you  '' 

"  I  mean,"  said  Edward,  producing  a  shilling 
copy  of  "Angling  and  How  to  Angle"  (brought  up 
to  date  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston.  editor  of  the  Fishitig 
Gazette,  and  published  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter-lane,  E.C.),  that  he  had  bought  at  a 
bookstall,  and  reading  from  it,  ''  that  if  I  '  pursue 
the  gentle  craft  with  care,  assiduity,  and  im- 
diminishing  patience  the  final  results  will  be  both 
gratifying  and  astonishing.'  "  Noticing  a  shade  of 
disappointment  in  his  tone,  and  being  anxious  to 
keep  him  amused  till  the  evening  hours,  when  I 
knew  sport  would  be  certain,  I  suggested  that  he 
should  try  fly  fishing.  He  was  keen  in  a  moment, 
so.  fitting  up  my  favourite  spUt  cane  and  putting  on 
a  large  chub-fly,  heavy  and  easy  to  cast,  I  handed 
it  to  him,  and  he  proceeded  to  "  flog  the  water." 

My  life  has  not,  I  hope,  been  entirely  mthout  un- 
selfish actions,  at  any  rate  I  consider  this  was  one, 
for  to  see  one's  best  rod  swished  violently  to  and 
fro  in  the  hands  of  an  excited  beginner  is,  I  think, 
about  as  severe  a  test  as  friendship  can  be  put  to. 
"  How  am  I  getting  on  ?  "  Edward  called  to  me. 
'■  Quite  a  style  of  your  o-mi,"  I  answered,  and  then, 
rather  than  watch  the  painful  scene,  I  stole  off  to 
the  shade  of  a  neighbouring  tree,  lit  the  meditative 
pipe,  and  fell  asleep.  From  this  reverie  I  was 
rudely  awakened  by  a  loud  and  continued  shouting, 
and  looking  hastily  to  where  I  had  left  my  friend, 
was  alarmed  to  see  only  his  hat — man  and  rod  had 
disappeared  !  The  shouting,  however,  grew  louder, 
but  neither  the  language  nor  the  voice  were  his. 
Running  in  the  direction  of  the  disturbance,  I  was 
alarmed  to  see  the  hapless  Edward  plunging  about 
in  midstream  holding  my  broken  rod  above  his 
head.  His  first  words  reassured  me.  "  I  told  you  I'd 
throw  myself  into  it.  Lapsus  legis — a  slip  of  the 
law,"  he  cried,  as  wet  and  bedi-aggled  he  clambered 
up  the  steep  clay  bank  and  laid  the  pieces  of  split 
cane — "  all  that  was  left  of  them  " — at  my  feet. 
What  with  apologies  and  explanations  Edward  had 
a  great  deal  to  say — "  Could  the  rod  be  mended  ? 
Such  a  fish  !  How  did  he  look  ?  Was  there  any 
whiskey  ?  What  about—"  At  this  point  we 
became  conscious  of  a  third  voice  joining  in  our  con- 
versation. It  was  the  one  I  had  previously  heard, 
and  the  words — such  as  they  were — now  came  to 
us  across  the  water  with  singular  distinctness. 

He  was  a  stout,  red-faced  gentleman,  and  his 
grievance  appeared  to  be  that  Edward  had  tumbled 
in  where  he  (the  red-faced  angler)  was  fishing.  My 
friend  apologised  politely,  and  assured  him  that  had 
he  noticed  him  in  time  "  he  would  certainly  have 
fallen  in  somewhere  else."  This  served  merely  to 
infuriate  him  the  more,  and  had  also  the  pleasing 
efiect  of  rendering  him  incoherent.  There  was, 
however,  worse  to  follow.  Edward  had  lost  his 
glasses,  and  not  finding  them  on  the  bank  he  deter- 
mined to  drag  for  them.  This  was  speedily  done  by 
tying  the  landing-net  on  to  a  long  pole  and  scooping 
about  on  the  river's  bed.  The  search,  unfortu- 
nately, was  not  successful,  the  only  thing  we  did 
recover  being  the  red-faced  man's  ground-bait.  His 
rage  at  this  became  so  uncontrollable  that,  as  we 
told  him,  "  we  were  very  glad  the  nearest  bridge 
was  at  least  half  an  hour  away."  Edward  minus 
glasses  was  more  or  less  helpless,  a  float  at  two 
yards  being  invisible  to  him.    Also,  hot  though  the 


day  might  be,  it  was  unwise  to  risk  a  chill  and  spoil 
the  holiday  ;  so,  there  being  no  train  for  several 
hours  and  no  inn  for  several  miles,  I  persuaded  him 
that  it  would  be  better  to  return  on  foot.  "  We  are 
sure  to  find  some  cosy  old-fashioned  house,"  I  said 
— "  some  reUc  of  the  glorious  coaching  days,  where 
we  can  stay  a  while  for  rest  and  refreshment,  as  did 
the  Town  Gallants  on  their  journey  to  join  the 
Court  at  Brighthelmstone."  This  combination  of 
the  material  with  the  romantic  proving  "  vastly 
pleasing  "  to  us  both,  we  set  about  our  packing 
with  a  will,  and  though  it  was  not  by  any  means  a 
walking  day,  "  the  weather  being  hot  and  dry," 
we  had  a  pleasant  end  in  view,  and  so  shouldering 
the  rods,  creels,  bait-cans,  landing-net,  and  lunch- 
basket,  we  set  out  upon  our  way  rejoicing. 

After  somewhat  over  an  hour's  tramping  along  a 
particularly  dusty  and  shadeless  road,  and  having, 
by-the-bye,  no  smokeable  tobacco — Edward  having 
had  my  pouch  as  well  as  his  own  in  his  pocket 
when  the  disaster  occurred — we  began  to  grow 
aweary,  until  at  length  the  welcome  sight  of  "  travel- 
ler's joy "  twining  about  the  hedgerows  told  us 
human  habitations  were  at  hand.  Turning  a 
corner  in  the  road  we  came  upon  a  tiny  hamlet 
nestling  in  a  wooded  hollow  below  the  downs.  My 
poor  friend  now  speedily  revived,  and  his  gaze 
wandered  eagerly  round  and  about  the  scattered 
cottages  for  one  which  might,  above  its  invitingly 
open  doorway,  bear  the  magic  legend,  "  Licensed  to 
sell  beer  and  spirits  and  tobacco."  A  prolonged 
search  was  made,  but  with  no  result,  alas !  beyond 
cyclists,  for  whom  "  Teas  were  provided."  There 
seemed  to  be  nothing  in  the  way  of  entertainment 
either  for  "  man  or  beast."  "  I  am  not  a  cyclist," 
said  Edward  -with  some  bitterness  ;  "  neither  do  I 
want  tea,  nor  will  I  stay  here  another  minute."  As 
he  appeared  to  take  it  for  granted  that  I  was  of  the 
same  mind,  and  as  I  had  assured  myself  there  was 
no  hostelry  at  hand,  I  made  no  demur,  but  re- 
adjusted my  load,  pulled  hard  at  my  comfortless 
pipe,  and  followed  him.  An  uneventful  hour 
saw  us  safely  at  home  again,  where  Edward,  in 
the  interval  of  having  his  things  dried,  dressed  him- 
self in  a  mixture  of  mine  and  the  landlord's,  in 
which  costume,  being  several  inches  taller  and 
stouter  than  either  of  us,  he  presented  a  somewhat 
comic  and  quaint  appearance — very  different 
indeed  from  the  spic  and  span  young  gentleman 
whose  chief  desire  in  life,  second  only  to  being  a 
successful  fisherman,  is  to  uphold  and  maintain  the 
"  might,  majesty,  and  domimon  of  the  law." 

Robert  Stanley. 
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OH  AFTER  Y l.—continuedi 

It  is  often  useful  to  flip  your  beetle  under  these 
bushes,  by  holding  it  in  your  left  finger  and  thumb 
till  your  rod  is  well  bent,  and  then  suddenly  re- 
leasing it ;  the  rod,  by  its  spring,  will  start  the 
beetle  straight  as  an  arrow  from  the  bow  ;  do  not 
fear  a  splash  ;  I  can  assure  you,  if  you  are  con- 
cealed, which,  by  throwing  straight  up  stream, 
you  must  be,  the  splash,  great  though  it  be,  will 
only  wake  up  the  trout  and  attract  his  attention. 
You  cannot  suppose  that  a  cockchafer  would 
tumble  into  the  water  from  a  tree  without  a 
splash  :  your  beetles  are  as  large  or  larger,  and  the 
splash  as  natural.  It  is  not  well  to  look  on  these 
beetles  as  something  which  the  trout  has  only  to 
see  to  ensure  his  wanting  to  devour.  With  the 
more  delicate  May  Fly,  one  must  ever  remember 
that  the  bait  is  alone  useful  from  its  natural 
character  to  tempt  the  trout,  and  the  more 
the  bait  is  fairly  exposed,  and  the  more  time 
as  a  general  rule  the  trout  has  to  catch  it,  the 
greater  are  your  probabihties  of  taking  the  fish, 
provided  the  means  or  instruments  of  your  offering 
are  entirely  concealed  ;  hence  you  dap  it  in  and 
out  of  the  water  in  quiet  still  places,  and  even  pull 


*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams :  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fishing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
fane,  London.    Price,  3s.  6d.,  post  free. 


it  up  and  down  several  times  over  the  head  of  a 
trout  before  ho  takes  it.  And  again,  from  the 
delicate  nature  of  the  fly  you  are  prevented  throw- 
ing it  into  those  little  side  spots  and  holes  closely 
adjacent  to  rapid  water,  lest  it  should  be  caught 
instantly  after  alighting  and  carried  away  into  a 
current  which  immediately  would  wash  it  off  the 
hook  ;  and  whether  the  fish  could  or  could  not 
catch  the  fly  in  such  a  spot,  you  are  unable  to 
keep  it  on  your  hook  ;  and  if  the  fish  were  suc- 
cessful, in  all  probability  he  would  seize  the  fly 
after  the  force  of  the  water  had  separated  it  from 
the  hook. 

The  powers  of  the  beetle  as  a  bait  combine  the 
quaUties  to  a  certain  extent  of  the  natural  fly,  and 
of  such  baits  as  seem  to  me  to  act  rather  by  exciting 
and  stimulating  the  trout  to  destruction  of  helpless 
and    intrusive    victims.    Respecting    its  powers 
depending  on  qualities  we  trust  to  in  the  delicate 
fly,  as  the  May  Flj',  namely,  deception,  the  beetle 
is  very  far  inferior  to  it— a  few  experiments  will 
prove  it :  go  to  a  weir  pool,  conceal  yourself  well, 
use  your  "  dapping  tackle  "  and  be  as  cautious 
and  careful  as  you  please,  bob,  dap,  do  what 
you  will,  you  will  catch  very  few  trout,  or  more 
probably  none,  v.-ith  the  beetle  ;  similarly  use  in 
the  same  spot  the  May  Fly,  and  you  will  be  sure  to 
catch  trout  which  your  beetle  had  failed  to  temptj 
As  a  Uving  insect  to  dap  with,  as  that  word  dap 
is  commonly  understood,  and  as  the  May  Fly  is 
fished  -with,  the  beetle  is  next  to  useless  ;   I  say 
next  to  useless  because,  though  I  admit  that  some 
trout  may  in  that  way  be  taken  by  it,  many  more 
would  be  taken  by  the  May  or  other  fly.    But  when 
we  consider  its  powers  as  an  excitant  to  the  trout, 
and  the  command  we  have  over  it  in  our  employ- 
ment of  it  as  such,  we  shall  find  it  almost  unequalled, 
and  were  it  not  for  the  peculiarity  of  caprice  con- 
nected with  the  trout  in  taking  it,  no  bait  could  be 
compared  with  it  on  this  head.    The  comparison 
between  it  and  the  May  ¥ly  here  ceases,  the  latter 
being,  as  before  said,  inapplicable  in  this  respect, 
and  wholly  limited  in  its  principle  to  deliberate 
deception.    As  to  whether  deUberate  deception 
js  more  powerful  in  operating  in  one's  favour  than 
the  stimulus  of  excitement  to  destroy,  must  depend 
on  the  particular  stream  we  apph-  the  one  or  the 
other ;    some  streams — slow,   clear,   and  deep — 
can  only  be  worked  on  the  principle  of  deception, 
here  the  May  Fly  has  the  advantage  in  an  enormous 
degree — others  rapid  and  lively,  of  various  depths 
and  surface,  broken  up  and  divided  by  stones  or 
rocks,  at  one  time  expanding  into  a  broad,  shallow, 
rippling,  gently-flowing  pool,  at  another  restricted, 
by   containing   banks   to   narrower   and  deeper 
course,  here  partially  overhung  by  bushes,  and 
there  absolutely  concealed  by  trees ;    take,  for 
example,   the   Bray,   the   Mole,    their  tributary 
streams  and  their  combined  waters,  the  Barle,  or 
Exe  on  the  Moor,  and  you  have  pictured  to  your 
mind  what  in  deUneation  my  pen  may  fail  to  trace 
— on  all  and  each  of  these  the  principle  of  excite- 
ment or  bullying  can  be  powerfully  reUed  on. 
In  some  of  these,  nay,  most,  the  deception  of  the 
May  Fly  is  available,  for  the  water  varies  so  much 
as  to  afford  abundance  of  scope  for  the  use  of 
both  ;  but  in  this  variety  we  find  opportunity  for 
either  principle,  and  of  the  two  I  may  here  de- 
cidedly state  that  of  deception  alone  is  far  inferior 
to  the  other  I  have  designated  excitement.  I 
must  admit  that  though  the  reliance  on  that  of 
excitement  is  what  I  most  confidently  recommend, 
it  will  require  some  practical  experience  to  bring 
conviction  home  to  the  mind  of  the  fisherman,  and 
at  the  first  trial  he  will  be  led  to  think  pure  decep- 
tion superior,  and  for  the  reason  that  it  is  easier 
at  first  to  catch  trout,  especially  large  ones,  by 
the  May  Fly  than  by  the  beetle,  if  the  stream  is 
equally  appUcable   to   both ;    perseverance  and 
energy  will  soon,  however,  bring  sport  to  the 
fisherman,  and  sooner  or  later  he  will  discover  the 
truth  of  the  assertion  that  on  streams  equally 
apphcable  to  both  the  beetle  is  by  far  the  superior 
mode  of  fishing. 

To  use  the  beetle  we  must  adopt  a  particular 
style  of  fishing.  I  have  described  the  rod,  collar, 
and  hook,  and  the  putting  on  of  the  beetles  them- 
selves ;  I  further  said  you  must  wade  the  water. 
I  had  better  have  said  you  must  walk  up  stream 
through  the  water.  If  the  river  be  of  sufiicient 
size  to  permit  it,  I  walk  up  through  the  water  and 
fish  the  sides  under  the  bushes,  behind  the  stones, 
and  in  the  little  eddies  and  currents  directly 
above. 

{To  he  continued.) 
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{Continued  from  page  355.) 
CHAPTER  VIII.— continued4 

The  Speigel,  or  Mirror  Carp  [Cyprinus  carpio 
variety)  (Fig.  121),  an  interesting  variety  of 
the  Common  Carp,  is  now  much  more 
plentiful  in  England  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 
This  fish  is  not  only  suitable  and  interesting  as  an 
inmate  of  the  aquarium,  but  it  is  also  useful  for 
stocking  ponds,  canals,  and  small  lakes,  and  so  it 
will  add  weight  and  variety  to  the  ground- 
fisherman's  basket. 

It  grows  quickly,  and  attains  in  this  country  a 
weight  of  71b.  or  Sib.  and  a  length  of  about  2ft.  On 
the  Continent,  however,  some  of  these  fish  have 
been  known  to  weigh  201b.,  and  to  grow  as  long  as 
3  ft. 

By  some  it  is  recorded  that,  in  order  to  make  the 
flesh  of  this  fish  and  that  of  the  Common  Carp  more 
tender,  it  has  been  customary  to  remove  the  roe 
from  the  living  animal,  supply  its  place  with  a  roll 
of  felt,  sew  up  the  opening  with  a  few  stitches,  and 
return  the  poor  thing  to  the  water  to  recover  and 
grow  fat  and  heavy. 

This  fish  is  also  known  as  the  "  King-Carp," 
the  "  Carp-King,"  the  "  Saddle-Carp,"  and  the 
"  Leather  Carp."  The  scales  are  often  many  times 
the  normal  size,  being  at  least  as  large  as  a  florin. 


Fig.  121.    Leather,  Speigel,  or  Mirbob  Carp 
(Cyprtnus  carpio  vabiety), 
(From  a  photograph  by  the  Author.) 

They  are  sometimes  arranged  in  two  or  three  hori- 
zontal rows,  having  the  bare  skin  between.  The 
scales  occasionally,  instead  of  being  in  rows,  are 
placed  in  a  batch  in  the  middle  of  the  back,  and 
reach  down  to  about  the  lateral  Hne.  When  this  is 
the  case  the  fish  is  known  as  the  "  Saddle  Carp," 
and  when,  owing  to  age  or  accident,  the  scales,  or 
most  of  them,  fall  off,  it  is  called  the  "  Leather 
Carp." 

This  fish  can  be  bought  for  from  6d.  to  Is.  each, 
or  from  30s.  to  70s.  a  hundi-ed. 

The  Golden  Tench  {Tinea  auratus  variety)  (Fig. 
122).    This  variety  of  the  Tench  is  one  of  the 


Fig.  122.    The  Golden  Tench  (Tinca  auratus 
variety). 

(From  a  photograph  by  the  Author.) 

most  beautiful  of  European  fresh-water  fishes. 
The  male  is  known  from  the  female  not  only 
by  the  larger  ventral  fins,  but  also  by  the  larger 
head  and  the  steeper  arching  of  the  fore-part  of  the 
back.  The  eye  is  large  and  of  a  red,  brown,  or 
nearly  black  colour.  The  body  is  frequently  spotted 
or  blotched  with  black. 


These  fish  breed  readily  in  ponds,  particularly 
those  which  contain  muddy  bottoms  and  plenty  of 
weeds,  such  as  Potamogeton  natans  and  P.  densum. 
The  spawn  either  sinks  to  the  bottom  or  attaches 
itself  to  the  plants.  It  is,  as  a  rule,  deposited  near 
to  the  banks  of  the  pond.    The  spawning  time  lasts 


Fig.  124. 


*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill. 


Fig.  123.    The  Bitterling  Carp  (Rhodeus  amarus) 
(Prom  a  pltotngraph  by  the  Author.) 


from  May  to  August.  The  young,  according  to  the 
temperature  of  the  water,  take  about  seven  or  eight 
days  to  hatch. 

Directions  as  to  feeding  these  fish  have  already 
been  given.  They  may  be  bought  at  prices  ranging 
from  9d.  to  2s.  each,  or  from  £2  to  £5  a  hundred. 

The  Bitterling,  or  Bitter  Carp  {Rhodeus  amarus) 
(Fig.  123),  is  one  of  the  smallest  of  European  fresh- 
water fishes,  the  male  being,  when  fully  grown, 
about  3in.  long,  while  the  female  is  only 
2in.,  or  even  less.  Its  appearance 
suggests  a  cross  between  the  Common 
and  the  Prussian  Carp.  The  dorsal  fin 
commences  at  the  middle  of  the  back, 
and  ends  a  little  beyond  the  centre  of 
the  anal  fin.  The  pectoral  and  ventrals 
are  of  equal  size,  the  anal  fin  being 
nearly  as  large  as  the  dorsal.  The 
caudal  fin  is  moderately  concave.  The 
vent,  which  is  surrounded  by  a  kind  of 
scaly  sheath,  is  midway  between  the 
anal  and  ventral  fins. 

The  male,  during  spawning  times, 
assumes  very  beautiful  colours,  for 
which  it  has  received  the  name  of 
"  Rainbow-coloured  Fish."  The  gill- 
covers,  back,  and  sides  are  of  a  beau- 
tiful violet  colour,  while  on  each  side  of  the  body, 
beginning  at  the  centre  of  the  caudal  fin,  is  a 
bright  green  stripe  reaching  nearly  to  the  middle 
of  the  body.  Behind  the  gill-covers  there  is  a 
silvery  patch  spotted  with  violet.  The  anal  fin  is  a 
bright  red  edged  with  black.  Altogether,  the 
Bitterling  during  summer  is  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful of  European  fishes,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
hardy. 

The  female,  though  not  nearly  so  beautiful  as  the 
male,  is,  nevertheless,  a  handsome  little  fish.  Her 
back  is  greenish-brown  and  her  sides  silvery.  The 
line  running  from  the  centre  of  the  caudal  fin 
towards  the  middle  of  the  body  is  of  a  blackish 
colour,  and  sometimes  is  absent. 

She  has  a  curious  possession  in  the  shape  of 
a  long  reddish  oviduct,  which  sometimes  hangs 
down  from  the  body  as  much  as  lin.  or  even 
more.  After  the  spawning  is  ended  it  gradually 
disappears. 

It  is  not  known,  I  think,  whether  this 
tube,  which  is  said  to  possess  its  own  nerves 
and  blood  vessels,  is  used  as  an  ovipositor  or 
not. 

The  size  of  the  Bitterling  and  its  bitter 
flavour  debar  it  from  being  useful  as  food  for 
man.  As  a  bait  for  other  fish  it  rarely  has  any 
attraction,  except  for  Eels,  and  sometimes 
Perch. 

It  is  widely  distributed  throughout  the  centre 
of  Europe.  It  is  not  found  as  a  native  in 
Great  Britain. 

The  BitterUng  may  be  bought  in  England 
at  prices  ranging  from  6d.  to  Is. 
As  food  it  will  take,  while  in  captivity,  vermicelh, 
small  worms,  and  ants'  eggs. 

The  Thunder,  or  Mud-fish  {Misgurnus  fossilis) 
(Fig.  124),  is  also  known  as  the  Pond  Loach  or 
Weather  Fish.  It  is  a  very  large  Loach,  which  for 
some  reason  is  so  sensitive  that  it  becomes  highly 
excited  during  the  approach  of  a  storm,  evincing  its 
excitement  by  leaving  the  mud  at  the  bottom  of  the 
water,  in  which  it  prefers  to  hve,  and  swimming 
about  most  energetically  near  the  surface.  The 
people  of  the  country  of  which  it  is  a  native  look 
upon  it  as  a  kind  of  barometer,  and  for  this  reason 


keep  it  in  a  glass  vessel  indoors.  Hence  it  ha8 
obtained  the  names  of  "  Thunder  Fish "  and 
"  Weather  Fish." 

It  often  cUscharges  air  with  a  kind  of  "  popping  " 
noise.    When  I  first  obtained  specimens  of  this  fish 
and  placed  them  in  an  aquarium,  I  could  not  under- 
stand for    some    time   whence    this  curious 
sound  came.     This,  no  doubt,  has  been  the 
experience  of  many  others. 

This  fish,  like  all  Loach,  has  a  very  elongated 
body,  a  small  head  and  eye.  ten  barbels  round 
the  not  large  mouth — four  of  which  are  attached 
to  the  lower  jaw.  All  the  fins  are  rounded. 
The  dorsal  fin  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  the 
back  and  directly  opposite  the  ventral  fins.  The 
pectoral  fins  are  larger  than  the  latter,  and 
the  anal  fin  is  of  the  same  size  and  shape  as 
the  dorsal.  The  caudal  fin  is  as  deep  as  the 
deepest  part  of  the  body,  and  is  convex. 

The  scales  are  small,  the  largest  being  on  the 
sides.  The  appearance  and  the  feel  of  the  fish 
remind  one  of  an  eel. 
The  head  is  covered  with  blackish  streaks;  A 
broad  dark-brown  band  runs  along  the  lateral 
line,  and  above  and  below  this  band  the  sides 
are  yellow,  which  is  bounded  at  the  abdomen 
by  a  blackish  Hne.  The  lower  parts  are  orange 
spotted  with  black.  A  white  hne  on  the  under 
surface  extends  from  the  throat  to  the  vent, 
which  is  rather  prominent,  and  which  is  placed 
a  short  distance  in  front  of  the  anal  fin.    The  fins 


The  Thunder  or  Mud-fish  (Misgurnus  fossilis). 
(From  a  photograph  by  the  Author.') 

are  dark-brown  spotted  with  black.  The  iris  is  a 
rich  yellow. 

This  fish,  though  found  in  rivers  and  lakes,  seems 
to  prefer  ponds  and  slow-running  streams  which 
have  muddy  bottoms.  It  is  essentially  a  mud-fish. 
This  hardy  Loach  should  be  fed  on  aquatic  insects, 
water-worms,  garden-worms,  and  the  Uke.  It  some- 
times exceeds  a  foot  in  length.- 

(To  he  continued.) 


EEFLECTIONS  OF  A  FISHEEMAN. 

{With  apologies  to  Shakespeare!) 

To  bait,  or  not  to  bait — that  is  the  question.- 
Whether  'tis  nobler  in  the  man  to  leave 
The  streams  and  shallows  to  untroubled  roach. 
Or  to  take  arms  against  a  sea  of  fishes. 
And,  with  a  worm,  to  hook  them  ?    To  try  for 
bleak : 

No  more ;  and,  for  those  bleak,  to  say  we  end 
The  heart- ache  and  the  thousand  unnatural  shocks 
That  fish  is  heir  to — 'twere  a  consolation. 
Doubtless,  to  the  fish.- 

To  try  for  bleak ; 
For  bleak !    Perchance  for  bream— {ay,  there's 
the  rod!) 

For  in  the  flowing  streams  what  fish  may  come, 
When  we  have  thrown  about  our  endless  coil 
Of  well-waxed  Hne  ?    There's  the  sport 
That  makes  the  rapture  of  the  fisher's  life. 
For  who  could  see  the  gay  and  glist'ning  fish — ■ 
The  tempting  perch,  the  fat  and  flabby  roach. 
The  shoals  of  happy  dace,  the  stately  jack. 
The  insolent  young  salmon,  and  the  eels — 
Float  and  flourish  in  the  royal  Thames, 
When  he  himself  might  his  own  breakfast  get 
With  a  mere  fish-hook  ? 

Who  would  fardels  bear. 
To  sit  and  wait  under  a  dreary  sky, 
But  for  the  hope  of  something  biting,  soon. 
The  undiscovered  worm,  from  whose  hook 
No  nibbler  returns  ? 

Settled,  the  question. 
For  we  would  rather  catch  those  fish  ourselves. 
Than  leave  them  for  others  that  we  know  not  of ! 

Oelia^ 
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Telegraph:  "ALLCOCK.  REDDITCH, 
Telephone  :  No.  2  REDDITCH 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Taclile,  Hooks,  &c.,  in  the  World. 


Branch  Houses— 
PARIS  : 

171  bis,  Rue  de  Charanton. 


TRADE  MARK. 

CANADA :  Tokonto. 

Gut  Factory : 
MURCIA,  SPAIN. 


GRAND  PRK 

PARIS 


Wholesale  Agents 
In  all  the  Pri.vcii'AL  Towss 
IN  Europe  and  America. 

VIENNA: 

M.  Otto  Noot,  111,  Heuraarkt 
Lagergasse,  2. 


TRADE  MARK. 


Brussels,  1897:  EXPOSITION  UNIVERSELLE  1900  Brussels,  1897 

GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  TWENTY-TWO  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 


MELBOURNE: 

Mr.  J.  D.  Wragg,  Cochrane 
Street,  Elestermvick. 


THE  "BADEN-POWELL"  PATTERNS  SALMON  FLIES,  on  single  and  double  hooks;  none  genuine 
without  Baden-Powell's  signature. 

THE  ALUMINIUM  "AERIAL"  REEL,  with  line  guard  and  deep  flange. 

THE  "STANDARD"  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES,  dressed  on  the  "Model  Perfect"  Hooks. 

For   SALMON    GRILSE     TROUT  and  GRAYLING. 

THE  "HERCULES"  CUT  CASTS 

ARE  THE  STRONGEST  AND  BEST. 

They  will  Last  at  least  Three  Times  Longer  than  any  other. 


THE  "ALLCOCK"  AERIAL  SPLIT  CANE  TROUT  RODS,  very  light,  from  8  ft.  to  10  ft.,  can 
be  finished  either  in  the  natural  colour  of  the  cane,  or  stained  green,  suction  joints. 

THE  "  STANDARD"  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS,  made  in  split  cane  and  greenheart,  with 
or  without  steel  centre. 

THE   "TEST"  GREENHEART  FLY  ROD.    A  Perfect  Rod. 
THE   "BADEN-POWELL"  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS. 

PATENT  EYED  FLY  BOXES;  SALMON  FLY  BOXES;  CAST  BOXES;  AND  CASES. 

THE  "STANDARD" 


"STANDARD"  MAY  FLY. 


WATERPROOF 
SILK  LINES. 

Level,  Single  and  Double 
Tapered. 


THE  "HERCULES" 
WATERPROOF 
SILK  LINE. 

Extra  Quality. 


Salmon  and  Trout 
Reels  in  Brass,  Gun- 
metalf  and  Mhonite 
and  Gun-metal. 

THE  IMPROVED 
"MOSGROP"  REEL 


STAKDARD  "  MAY  FLY. 


THE  "AERIAL"  REEL 

The  Lightest  Reel  made. 


ALUMINIUM  "AERIAL"  REEL, 

with  Line  Guard  and  Deep  Flange,  4  and  4J  inches. 

THE   "HERCULES"  GUT  CASTS,  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

RING-MOUNTED  DEVON   BAITS.  BEST  SILK  PHANTOM  BAITS. 

SOLESKIN  PHANTOM  BAITS.  THE   "STANDARD"  QUILL  MINNOW. 

SALMON   AND  TROUT   FLY=BOOKS,  in  Hide,  Pigskin,  and  Real  Russia. 


STANDARD"  SALMON 
FLY. 


PLATT'S  PATENT  BASKET,  WITH  TRAY. 
SEA  LINES  MOUNTED. 


"STANDARD"  SALMON 
FLY. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  Geneeal  Remabks.  —  The  coarse 
fishing  season  opened  on  Tuesday  when  the  river 
was  m  full  flood,  being  bank  high,  and  in  many 
parts  even  over  the  bank.  All  the  sluice  gates 
wore  drawn,  and  the  water  was  being  let  off  at  the 
weirs  as  fast  as  possible.  Many  meadows  on  the 
upper  reaches  were  flooded,  and  the  tributaries 
were  all  bank  high.  The  water,  however,  was 
apparently  not  too  much  coloured  for  angling  as 
several  anglers  who  "tried  their  luck"  were 
successful  in  getting  fish.  On  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  however,  the  river  was  getting  more 
coloured,  but  a  few  fish  were  caught  in  the 
eddies  quite  close  to  the  bank  with  small  red 
worms.  If  no  further  rain  falls  the  water  will  soon 
be  in  condition  owing  to  the  rapidity  with  which  it 
IS  being  let  off,  and  bank  anglers  will  stand  a 
splendid  chance  of  getting  some  good  roach,  bream, 
and  chub. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

— ~  (Henley). — We  have  had  a  heavy  downpour 
of  rain  here  for  fifty-nine  hours  without  a  break- 
nice  for  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season. 
The  river  is  in  heavy  flood,  towpaths  and  meadows 
are  under  water  (which  at  the  time  of  writing  is 
still  rising).  I  should  not  like  to  say  when  the  river 
will  be  in  condition  for  fishing  again.  It  will  take 
at  least  a  week  without  rain  to  get  within  bounds 
again,  in  fact  prospects  of  fishing  and  trade  are  at 
their  very  worst. — Stanley  Mead. 

—  (Kichmond). — The  opening  of  the  general 
angling  is  the  worst  on  record — constant  rain  with 
thunder  and  lightning  since  June  12,  the  river 
running  like  a  torrent,  which  makes  boating  and 
punting  unsafe,  the  weirs  all  up  the  river  being  open 
to  let  off  the  floods ;  the  boatmen  and  puntmen  are 
standing  on  the  shore  looking  at  one  another.  If 
there  is  not  a  change  for  the  better  very  soon  we 
shall  all  be  starving.  Two  or  three  anglers  braved 
the  elements  and  tried  some  of  the  eddies  close  to 
the  shore  ;  it  is  reported  that  one  got  a  carp,  another 
a  few  roach  and  dace,  another  three  perch  about  ^Ib. 
each  which  we  saw  •  they  were  in  splendid  condition. 
The  only  chance  anglers  have  for  the  present  is  to 
try  the  old  winter  swims  from  the  bank  on  the 
Middlesex  shore  between  Kichmond  Bridge  and 
Orleans  House. — Gaynoe  &  Son. 

Ancholme  District — There  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  sheep  washing  of  late  on  all  the  local  brooks, 
and  this  is  most  injurious  to  the  trout.  Sundry  fine 
fish  are  found  here  and  there  dead  after  this  takes 
place,  and  if  it  is  detrimental  to  the  larger  fish, 
there  is  no  doubt  the  fry  are  killed  wholesale. 
Despite  this  some  good  baskets  have  been  made  of 
late.  Coarse  fishing  opened  here  under  good  condi- 
tions. The  day  was  beautifully  fine,  and  many 
turned  out.  The  rainfall  for  June  up  to  this  morn- 
ing IS  only  1-64  inch,  so  we  have  not  had  the 
floods  which  prevailed  in  the  south.  The  fall  for 
three  weeks  was  only  -06  inch,  so  the  land  was  too 
dry,  and  only  left  enough  to  run  into  the  river  to 
put  a  desirable  colour  into  it. — Thomas  Foed, 
Caistor. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestersliire).— Trouting  has 
been  very  slow  this  week,  as  is  generally  the  case 
for  a  short  time  after  the  May  Fly  fever  is  over, 
i  do  not  think  I  ever  witnessed  such  a  rise  of  very 
snaall  duns  as  on  Saturday  (June  13) ;  the  river  was 
alive  with  trout ;  some  people  say  very  few  fish— I 
would  like  them  near  me  then.  This  evidently 
proves  they  have  not  been  glutted  with  May  Fly, 
and  some  good  sport  can  be  had  at  once  with  small 
duns  and  alders.  The  heavy  rains  have  caused  the 
river  to  flood,  but  this  does  not  inconvenience  the 
angler,  neither  is  it  detrimental  to  fishing.  On 
June  10  I  saw  two  brace  of  fine  trout,  weighing 
91b.,  taken  on  Mr.  A.  J.  Palmer's  water,  above  the 
hotel  water.— Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams.— Despite  the  rain  and  the 
thunderstorms  there  has  been  no  appreciable  rise 
in  the  water.  Peal  are  not  taking  to  anything.  It 
is  questionable  whether  they  are  running  m  quantity 
yet.  But  peal  do  not  take  fly  or  bait  of  any  sort 
when  they  come  up  first.  The  Inney,  Tamar,  and 
Camel  trout  fishing  has  been  very  good,  and  the 
streams  aroimd  Launceston,   during   the  recent 

thunder-showers,  have  fished  very  fairly  indeed.  

Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  recent  heavy 
rains  have  had  the  effect  of  bringing  a  large  number 
of  salmon  up  the  stream,  and  the  pools  above  the 
Weir  contain  a  large  number  of  the  fish.  Prior  to 
the  rain  the  river  was  somewhat  low,  so  that  the 
deluge  has  been  welcome  to  anglers,  a  good  many 
of  whom  have  been  out.  Baskets,  however,  have 
been  small.  Only  one  salmc  n  {.weighing  121b.)  has 
been  landed  by  a  rod  fishern  au.  and  that  one  by  a 


gentleman  at  Buckfastleigh,  but  scores  have  fallen 
a  prey  to  the  nets.  At  Staverton,  Mr.  H.  Searle 
has  been  taking  five  and  six  brace  of  an  evening 
on  several  occasions,  whilst  Mr.  E.  Distin,  in  the 
lower  waters,  has  had  fair  sport.  On  Tuesday  he 
landed  a  fine  fish  weighing  21b.  On  Thursday 
(June  11)  Mr.  M.  Revell  creeled  half-a-dozen.  Peal 
are  just  beginning  to  run,  and  a  large  number  were 
seen  to  go  up  the  fish  pass  at  the  Weir  on  Sunday 
last.  The  flies  in  use  are  Maxwell  Blue  and  Blue 
Upright.— Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
lengths). — Evidently  my  last  week's  report  did  not 
reach  you  in  time;  since  then  fair  sport  has 
been  enjoyed,  Messrs.  Bassett  for  seven  and  a 
half  days'  fishing  bringing  their  total  up  to  forty 
brace  and  two  grayling  ;  and  the  Hon.  O'Grady  has 
averaged  about  two  brace  a  day.  The  May  Fly  is 
still  on,  but  the  fish  have  not  taken  them  so  readily 
as  usual.  The  Coachman  has  been  the  other 
successful  fly. — Wm.  Evans. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  which 
have  fallen  dming  the  past  week,  this  river  has  been 
running  in  heavy  flood.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  but  very  little  sport  has  been  obtained.  The 
catches  to  hand  are :  Mr.  R.  Linton,  ten  and  a  half 
brace,  and  Mr.  T.  Hill,  six  brace.  There  have  been 
some  fine  salmon  going  over  the  weir  at  Ruswarp, 
which  makes  the  prospects  fairly  good  for  salmon 
anglers  should  the  weather  become  more  settled 
— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  salmon  fishing, 
except  by  the  netsmen,  has  fallen  off  considerably, 
the  rain  and  cold  being  the  chief  causes.  Trout 
fishing  suffers  from  the  same  also ;  but  the  coarse 
fishing  season  is  looked  forward  to  eagerly,  as  both 
in  the  river  and  its  tributaries,  and  the  ponds  in  the 
district,  carp,  tench,  perch,  roach,  and  eels  are  in 
evidence,  and  in  good  condition.  The  memorial 
presented  by  over  fifty  anglers  to  the  Mayor  and 
Town  Council,  and  referred  to  the  Navigation 
Committee,  has  been,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  most 
favourably  and  courteously  received,  and  no  further 
netting  or  destroying  of  the  coarse  fish  will  be 
permitted.  This  will  enhance  the  attractions  of 
the  Queen  City  of  the  West,  both  with  citizens, 
anglers,  and  sporting  visitors. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines  and  Cambs). 
Only  a  few  anglers  turned  up  to  welcome  the 
commencement  of  the  season  for  coarse  fishing  on 
Tuesday.  A  few  of  the  local  experts  went  out  to 
give  the  waters  a  trial,  but  met  with  poor  success. 
A  few  bream  are  said  to  have  been  caught,  and 
tha,t  is  all.  The  week-end  will  see  an  influx  of 
visitors,  but  prospects  are  not  at  all  good.  The 
drains  about  Wisbech  are  most  likely  to  afford  sport. 
The  water  at  Surfleet  is  spoken  well  of.  The 
weather  is  somewhat  miserable. — Limpet. 

Itchen  (Winchester). — Strong  north  and  north- 
east winds  and  very  cold  weather  have  marked  the 
week.  June  12  to  15  no  spinner  to  be  found  on  the 
water  and  none  to  be  seen  in  the  meadows.  Swal- 
lows hawking  very  high.  On  the  13th  there  was  a 
fine  hatch  of  Olives  and  Iron  Blues,  from  1.30 
to  4  o'clock ;  after  this  the  water  came  down 
very  thick  owing  to  heavy  rain.  On  the  lith 
there  was  not  a  sign  of  fly,  not  a  fish  moving 
until  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
from  which  hour  until  nearly  five  there  was  a 
good  hatch  of  Olives.  Wind  stong  and  very 
cold.  Fish  rose  well  and  boldly.  A  few  straggling 
Olives  continued  until  7.30.  A  most  unsatisfactory 
season  so  far.  Topsyturvydom  prevails.  Quite 
unprecedented  to  have  no  morning  rise  and  a  heavy 
afternoon  rise  in  the  month  of  June.  On  June  16, 
one  of  the  heaviest  and  worst  thuuderstorms  ever 
known  occurred  here,  ploughing  the  roads  up  and 
filling  the  cellars  with  water;  hail  in  the  low-lying 
parts  of  the  city. — Pale  Watery  Olive. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  District). — Within  a 
very  few  hours  of  the  appearance  of  my  last  report 
a  complete  change  came  over  the  aspect  of  affairs. 
Since  about  four  o'clock  on  Saturday  (June  13)  it 
has  scarcely  ceased  raining.  Our  river  is  conse- 
quently flooded  for  miles,  and  fishing  is  quite  out 
of  the  question.  At  the  time  of  writing  rain  is  still 
falling,  and  there  is  every  probability  of  things 
becoming,  for  the  time  being,  worse  instead  ol 
better.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  say  when  fishing 
will  be  practicable  again.  When  it  is,  our  present 
inconvenience  will  be  our  gain,  for  "within  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant  "  the  river  has  not 
had  such  a  "  rt-fresher  "  before.  I  am  sorry  my 
last  week's  predictions  were  so  soon  falsified,  as  1, 


'  Wet  Fly  Fishing."— Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  book  on 
"  Wet  Fly  Fishing  "  has  just  been  issued  by  Messrs. 
Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter-lane,  E.G.  It  is  a  crown  octavo 
volume,  bound  in  cloth,  and  well  illustrated.  We 
hope  to  refer  more  fully  to  the  work  in  a  later  issue.: 


ia  common  with  snores  of  others,  am  longing  to  get 
at  them  again. — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Little  trout  fishing  has 
been  possible,  even  with  bottom  bait,  since  I  last 
wrote.  The  Lea.  Stort,  Beane.  Rib,  etc.,  have  been 
m  flood  and  clay  colour.  Much  water  is  "out" 
along  the  courses  of  the  Lea  and  Stort,  and  a 
farmer  having  land  abutting  the  Stort  is  reported 
to  have  had  over  120  sheep  drowned.  Dace  fishing 
began  on  Tuesday,  but  I  can  hear  of  no  anglers 
trymg  for  the  fish.  The  eggs  of  late-spawning  fish 
must  have  suffered  from  the  floods.— Izaak 
Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— The  weather 
during  the  latter  part  of  last  week  and  the  early 
part  of  this  has  been  so  very  bad,  with  thunder- 
storms and  heavy  rain,  that  the  rivers  have  risen 
high,  and  are  now  muddy  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
fishing,  and  will  be  for  some  days.  May  Fly  fishing 
IS  practically  at  an  end,  and  the  season  has  been 
disappointing,  although  some  fine  trout  have  been 
landed,  the  weather  being  too  cold  and  unsettled 
for  sport.  Prospects  for  next  week  bad.  The 
Pinsley  is  coloured. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Thirty  hours'  rain  Saturday  and  Sunday,  June  13  and 
14,  brought  a  rise  of  a  foot  or  more  of  very  dirty 
water,  which  had  cleared  a  lot  and  sunk  considerably 
up  to  this  (Wednesday,  June  17)  morning,  but  am 
afraid  we  shall  have  a  further  fresh  as  during  the 
afternoon  heavy  tempest,  accompanied  by  a  down- 
pour of  rain,  has  occurred,  and  under  any  circum- 
stances fishing  will  not  be  practicable  before  the 
begmning  of  the  coming  week,  and  then  possibly  the 
rivers  may  be  on  the  high  side.  Minnow  fishing 
should  be  good.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborongh).  —  Torrential  raina  have 
somewhat  interfered  with  the  opening  of  the  ang- 
ling season  in  this  district,  the  river  being  too  full, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  disturbed  circumstances 
the  water  is  too  thick  at  present  for  much  angling 
to  be  done.  The  prospects  for  the  present  season 
are  highly  favourable,  reports  showing  that  there  is 
an  abundance  of  fish.  Well-known  anglers  report 
that  bream  and  roach  have  been  located  in  large 
numbers,  some  very  good  roach  having  been  taken, 
several  turning  the  scale  at  IJlb. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Heavy  rain  for 
the  last  three  days  has  filled  the  river,  without, 
however,  making  it  excessively  muddy.  At  present 
time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  it  is  fishable,  and 
there  is  a  sign  of  improvement  in  the  weather. 
The  cold  north  wind,  which  has  been  everywhere 
prevalent,  has  been  much  against  the  fly  flsher 
lately,  but  some  good  takes  of  trout  were  had  last 
week  at  Ottery  St.  Mary.  A  catch  of  seven  fish 
weighing  between  41b.  and  51b.,  was  made  in  the 
early  part  of  the  forenoon  of  June  12,  and  news  of 
other  and  similar  takes  has  been  received  from  the 
same  quarter. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — Fishermen  have  been  doing  better 
on  the  rivers  this  week,  and  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Dart  and  Tavy.  A 
nice  peal  was  caught  on  the  Tavy  on  Saturday, 
June  13,  about  71b.  in  weight,  and  several  have  been 
hooked  and  lost.  I  have  heard  from  an  expert 
fisherman  that  there  is  plenty  of  peal  in  the  pools 
by  Virtuous  Lady  Cottage,  also  at  Lady  Bertha, 
and  the  other  pools  up  the  river.  The  whole  of  this 
portion  of  the  river,  on  both  sides,  is  open  to  the 
many  fishermen  who  own  the  Tavy  and  Plym 
licence. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech)  — The  latter  part  of  last  week  was  most 
cheerless— foggy,  and  quite  as  cold  as  at  Christmas. 
There  was  also  a  heavy  rainfall,  which  rendered 
these  rivers  out  of  condition  Jor  the  time  being;  but 
they  are  now  rapidly  recovering,  and  so  far  as  the 
coarse  fishing  has  progressed  during  this  week, 
everything  is  in  favour  of  anglers,  and  good  sport 
is  being  had,  especially  with  ctiub.  A  few  days  ago 
a  gentleman  from  EUesmere,  whilst  angling  with 
live  bait  in  the  Mere,  near  to  that  place,  captured 
an  unusually  large  eol,  which  measured  3ft.  4in.  in 
length  and  9|in.  in  girth,  and  weighed  5Jlb.  He  is 
having  it  preserved  to  present  to  the  EUesmere 
Museum.  The  weather  at  prssent  is  all  that  could 
be  desired,  and  a  most  striking  contrast  to  what  it 
was  a  few  days  ago. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  SufiFolk).— Xo  fishing  has  been 
possible  since  the  commencement  of  the  season, 
the  river  being  in  heavy  flood.  The  meadows  are 
all  under  water,  and  the  roads  on  the  Essex  side  of 
the  river  impassable  to  foot  passengers.  On  Wed- 
nesday (June  17)  it  has  again  been  raming  heavily, 
but  the  water  is  falling  slowly,  and  if  no  more  ram 
of  any  account  falls  the  water  should  be  in  good 
colour,  and  a  good  stream  running  for  June  21. 
I  am  afraid  the  floods  have  done  a  large  amount  of 
damage  to  the  newly-hatched  fly. — VV.  T.  Bain- 
beidge. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.  —  June  —  balmy 
June — has  gone  wrong.    The  weather  is  more  like 
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November.  Trout-fishing  has  been  a  delusion,  and 
the  opening  of  the  coarse  fish  season  has  been  no 
better.  Rivers  are  in  flood,  fish  are  to  be  found  in 
the  meadows,  and  the  general  outlook  is  not  pro- 
mising. The  only  available  water  I  know  of  is  the 
Chichester  Canal— not  affected  by  floods,  and  kept 
within  bounds  by  the  lock-keepers,  the  water  is  now 
in  fair  colour  and  overstocked.  The  weather  has 
kept  visitors  away,  but  the  small  boys  have  been 
busy  among  the  small  fry.  A  bream  of  IJlb.  was 
taken  near  Hunston,  with  tight  line,  on  the  opening 
day  by  a  small  boy,  with  primitive  tackle — baiting 
with  paste. — G.  F.  Salteb. 

TaiF(I,landowror,  Carmarthen).— We  have  had 
a  nice  raiafall,  but  rod  anglers  are  not  having  much 
sport  at  present.  The  net  fishermen  are  making 
good  takes  of  sewin  in  i  he  tidal  waters. — H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river 
is  in  splendid  order  for  fishing,  and  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week,  and 
some  fine  salmon.  Several  visitors  staying  at  the 
Lion  Royal  Hotel  have  had  good  sport  on  the  free 
water  appertaining  thereto. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  was 
running  in  fair  order  for  fishing  up  to  Monday.  The 
weather  siuce  Tuesday  has  been  bad,  thunderstorms 
and  heavy  rain  with  cold  frosty  nights  have  been 
against  good  sport.  The  rain  of  last  week  did 
not  make  much  difference,  the  ground  being  so 
dry  little  escaped.  On  Sunday  and  Monday,  after 
more  rain,  the  rivers  began  to  rise  and  they  have 
gone  up  quite  a  foot  of  muddy  water,  and 
to-day  (Wednesday)  there  has  been  a  thunderstorm ; 
there  is  little  prospect  of  any  fishing  with  fly  for 
some  days.  Angling  this  week  has  been  very  quiet 
and  very  few  fish  landed.  At  the  end  of  last  week,  a 
gentleman  visiting  just  outside  Ludlow,  landed  some 
nice  trout,  lib.,  l^lb.  With  worm  on  Saturday, 
trout  Jib.  and  fib.  each  were  caught.  Some  good 
trout  were  on  the  fishmongers'  slabs  on  Friday,  at 
is.  2d.  per  lb.  Little  fishing  will  be  done  until  the 
water  clears  again.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  coloured  and  out  of  order ;  before 
the  ram  good  fish  were  landed  in  these  streams  with 
May  Fly  and  worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbnry). — The  water  in  this  district  is 

now  running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of 
order  for  fishing  after  the  very  bad  weather  of  last 
week  and  this ;  there  has  been  very  few  rods 
out  this  week,  fly  fishing  being  out  of  the  question. 
May  Fly  fishing;  is  practically  over.  The  flush  will 
take  all  the  caddis  bait  away,  and  it  has  not  been 
a  good  seasoQ,  the  cold  weather  being  against  thie 
flies  coming  up.  At  the  end  of  last  week  some 
gentlemen  from  South  Wales  fished  this  part,  and 
trout  of  lib.  and  l^lb.  were  taken.  There  is  little 
prospect  of  fishing  lor  some  days. — Wobcestek. 

Tient  (Newark'.— The  river  has  risen  a  few 
inches,  and  the  cold  weather  has  driven  the  chub 
and  barbel  off  the  shallows,  and  but  few  anglers 
were  on  the  banks  ia  the  Newark  district  on  the 
opening  day.  Fish  appear  fairly  plentiful,  and  cad- 
bait  and  fly  will  be  the  chief  lures  to  effect  their 
capture  for  a  fevs^  weeks.  With  the  former,  on 
Tuesday,  I  secured  three  chuo,  best  21b.  2oz.,  in 
good  condition. — Tb'entsideb. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neig^hbouring 
Kivers. — I  have  no  doubt  by  the  time  this  is  in 
print  all  our  riveis  will  be  in  the  pink  of  condition 
for  all  styles  of  fishing.  I  should  advise  worm  or 
minnow  for  heavy  ba^kets  in  a  coloured  water.  The 
past  week  has  not  tithed  ^voU.  A  few  fish  have  been 
killed  on  the  Coquet  with  the  fly  (vvening  fishing)  ; 
fishing  during  the  day,  with  such  low  water,  it  is  a 
waste  of  time  The  ponds  at  Whittle  Dene  are  giving 
a  fair  amount  of  sport.  Mr.  White  and  friend  killed 
nine  good  fish  with  dock  grub  and  drop  minnow.  Mr. 
Kent  had  four  good  fish,  one  scaling  over  21b.,  Mr.  R. 
Johnson  three,  and  your  humble  servant  three,  two 
of  them  pounders,  with  drop  minnow.  Whittle  is 
a  lovely  spot,  good  fishing,  and  plenty  of  4-pounders 
— they  only  wano  catching. — HiNEY  A.  Mueton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street, 
Newcastle-oa-Pyne. 

Usk  (TTsk). — Since  last  writing  there  have  been 
intermittent  "  kills "  on  the  river,  but  no  great 
number.    The  recent  rains  have  put  the  water  in 


good  condition,  and  it  should  continue  so  for  some 
time.  The  nets  at  Caerleon  have  accounted  for  a 
large  number  of  salmon,  and  plenty  have  been  seen 
in  the  river  near  Usk.  The  record  for  the  past  week 
is  as  follows  :— June  10,  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  J.P.,  two, 
111b.  each.  June  12,  Mr.  R.  St.  JohnBeasley,  two, 
91b.  and  111b.  ;  Rev.  H.  J.  Bates,  three  ;  Mr.  Kirk- 
patrick,  one.  June  13,  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  one,  12Jlb.; 
Mr.  Mervyn  King,  one,  14Jlb.  ;  Mrs.  E.  L.  Lister, 
one,  121b.;  Mr.  Clive,  one,  121b.  ;  Mr.  R.  St.  John 
Beasley,  one.  Several  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken  by  the  minnow,  and  on  June  11  Mr.  J.  Pitt 
took  one  which  weighed  4lb. — T.  R. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines).— There  is 
little  to  be  said  of  the  trout  fishing  in  North 
Lincolnshire.  The  weather  has  been  miserable,  and 
fishing  in  the  higher  waters  of  the  tributaries  above 
Horncastle  and  in  the  streams  towards  Grantham 
sport  has  only  been  very  poor  amongst  trout.  The 
coarse  season  opened  on  the  river  on  Tuesday 
(June  16),  and  the  reports  to  hand  show  that 
prospects  are  fairly  good.  The  only  fish  that  are 
likely  to  be  got  for  the  next  week  or  two  are  bream. 
About  Bardney  this  fish  may  be  among  the  captures, 
but  what  is  wanted  is  a  bit  of  bright  sunshine  to  get 
them  into  shoals.  Only  very  few  people  put  in  an 
appearance  on  the  opening  day,  and,  if  anything, 
bare  baskets  were  the  rule — that  is,  so  far  as  we 
could  learn.  The  week-end  may  bring  visitors  from 
a  distance,  as  special  fishermen's  trains  then  com- 
mence running. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  were  in  order  for  the  fly  until  Moaday  evening, 
June  15,  but  a  cold  north-east  wind  blew,  and  there 
were  not  many  fish  rising  until  late  in  the  evening, 
when  the  little  Yellow  May  Dun  comes  out  in  great 
numbers,  and  the  fish  rise  well  at  this  fly  for  a  short 
time.  The  catches  have  not  been  very  heavy  this 
week,  two  or  three  brace  per  rod  at  the  most.  Mr. 
Buxton,  fishing  the  deep  water  at  Matlock  Bath 
from  a  boat,  with  natural  May  Fly,  has  taken  three 
or  four  trout,  weighing  from  lib.  to  21b.  each. 
Heavy  rain  fell  on  Monday  night,  which  brought  a 
coloured  water  down  the  Derwent,  so  the  bottom 
fishermen  should  benefit  bj^  it.  As  it  clears  it  will 
be  better  for  the  fly.  There  is  yet  a  few  May  Flies 
to  be  seen.  The  prospect  whilst  this  cold  weather 
lasts  is] not  of  the  brightest.  Flies:  Little  Dark 
Spinner,  Olive  Dun,  little  Yellow  May  Dun,  Golden 
Palmer,  and  Red  Palmer  Caterpillar. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — Angling  in  the  Yorkshire  rivers  has 
been  very  uncertain.  The  atmospheric  conditions 
have  been  very  changeable  during  the  last  few  days. 
On  some  days  the  weather  has  been  warm  and 
bright,  other  days  it  has  been  quite  the  reverse, 
rain  and  cold  raw  winds  from  the  north-east.  The 
nights  have  been  quite  as  cold  as  they  are  in 
November  and  December.  The  Yore  has  been 
fishing  fairly  well  at  Hawes,  Aysgarth,  and  Askricg. 
Several  fine  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  fly,  the 
best  patterns  found  to  kill  being  Brown  Olive, 
Snipe  Bloa,  Poult  Bloa,  and  the  Green  Drake.  The 
Cover  has  been  fishing  well.  On  Monday  (June  15) 
1  was  out  for  a  few  hours  and  had  some  nice  sport, 
securing  nine  fine  trout,  weighing  5lb.,  with  the 
minnow  spun  on  the  Ariel  flight.  Lower  down  the 
river  Yore  has  been  in  fair  trim  at  Masham,  Tanfield, 
and  Ripon.  Some  fair  sport  has  been  met  am  jngst 
the  trout  with  fly,  worm,  and  minnow.  The  Wharfe 
has  been  running  low  and  clear  up  to  June  16. 
Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  rather  quiet  in  the 
higher  reacties.  At  llkley  one  or  two  good  baskets 
have  been  made  with  the  fly.  On  June  13  Mr.  E. 
Beanlands  had  nice  sport,  his  basket  containing 
fourteen  trout.  The  best  patterns  have  been 
Yellow  Sally,  Brown  Owl,  Knotted  and  Stone 
Midges,  and  Poult  Bloa.  Tne  Derwent,  Rye, 
Riccall,  Costa  and  Pickering  Becks  are  all  run- 
ning in  fair  trim.  The  Green  Drake  has  almost 
been  a  failure.  On  some  days  the  fish  would 
not  look  at  it.  I  have  heard  of  only  about  half  a 
dozen  good  baskets  being  got  with  it.  Since  the 
rains  reports  from  these  streams  show  some  improve- 
ment. The  season  for  the  coarse  fishermen  opened 
on  Tuesday  last  (June  16)  in  fine  weather,  all 
waters  being  low  and  clear;  fince  then  rain  has 
fallen,  which  has  slightly  coloured  the  water.  The 
cold  north-east  wind  has  been  sadly  against  success- 
ful angling  for  roach,  barbel,  ctiub,  dace,  etc. 
On  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  several  anglers 
visited  Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  UUeekelf. 
Sport  has  been  almost  nil,  very  few  fish  having  been 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— Lai-gest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  atteution  given  to  lliea  Co  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  Hy  ciists  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water 
Extra  tine  undrawn  gut  oasts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  1  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  mcluding  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  tirst  quality 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams  :"  Piscator  Leeds" 


caught.  On  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Yore  at 
Boroughbridge  several  rods  have  been  out ;  sport 
on  the  whole  has  been  only  moderate,  only  one 
decent  basket  being  got,  and  that  was  caught  by 
J.  P.  Pickersgill,  jun.,  his  basket  containing  six 
barbel  and  one  chub,  2lb.  13oz.,  the  heaviest  barbel 
weighing  21b.  7oz.  All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have 
been  slightly  freshened  up,  but  warm  weather  is 
now  wanted  to  improve  angling. — John  E.  Millek, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.): 

—On  J  une  9,  Messrs.  For.shall  and  Dull,  London, 
on  Loch  Boarlan,  fifty-six  trout,  191b.  Mr.  Gandy, 
London,  on  LochUrigill,  forty,  121b.  Messrs.  Unwin 
and  Thompson,  on  same  loch,  eighty-one,  231b. 
Capt.  Watson,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-seven,  101b. 
Messrs.  Ross  and  Armstrong,  thirty-one,  151b. 
Messrs.  Whyte,  forty,  lOJIb.  Messrs.  Gibson  and 
Bell,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  sixteen,  7|-lb.,  and  Messrs. 
Tucker,  twenty-three,  8lb.  Total  basket  for  the 
day,  313  trout,  881b.  On  June  10  sport  was 
somewhat  [similar  only  that  Mr.  Forshall,  on  Loch 
Cama,  landed  two  ferox  of  5Jlb.  and  21b.,  besides 
ten  trout,  ll:|^lb.  On  June  12,  twelve  anglers 
were  out  on  Lochs  Boarlan,  Urigill,  Cama,  and 
Mheallain.  The  heaviest  basket  was  by  Messrs. 
Ross  and  Armstrong,  with  160  trout,  42lb.  the  total 
for  the  day  being  412  trout,  107^1b. ;  Messrs. 
Quarton  and  Croall,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
three  dozen,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Ross  and  Armstrong,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  four  and  half  dozen,  13lb. ;  Captain 
Watson,  London,  on  same  loch,  twenty-two,  7lb.  ; 
and  Messrs.  Hodgson  and  Heasman  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  two  and  half  dozen,  9|^lb.  On  Monday, 
June  15,  Messrs.  Whyte,  London ;  Quarton,  Edin- 
burgh ;  Croall,  Edinburgh ;  Captain  Watson, 
London ;  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Armstrong,  Mr.  Hodgson, 
Mr.  Heasman,  Mr.  Gandy,  Mr.  Winne,  Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Allen,  and  others,  but  full  details  cannot  be 
given ;  baskets  ranged  from  three  to  ten  dozen,  and 
up  to  361b.  Total  weight  for  the  day  ^1 351b. 
trout. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Both  rivers  continue 
low,  and  a  flood  is  greatly  needed.  Sea-trout  are 
running  in  fair  numbers,  but  they  are  mostly  small. 
On  Saturday  evening  (June  13),  Mr.  J.  Musgrove, 
fishing  in  the  Graham  Arms  stretch  and  Wilkin's 
Pool,  above  Metal  Bridge,  landed  five  sea-trout, 
two  of  them  31b.,  two  Iflb.,  and  one  l^-lb.  In 
Langholm  water,  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  senr.,  caught 
two  sea-trout  on  Monday  evening  (June  15),  while 
Mr.  T.  Morrison,  junr.,  also  had  one.  In  the  upper 
tributaries  of  the  Esk,  good  hauls  of  yellow  trout 
have  been  made.  No  grilse  are  yet  running  in 
the  Firth,  but  some  good  salmon  trout  have  been 
taken  by  the  stake-nets.  Mr.  McLellan,  staying  at 
Canonbie,  has  had  two  sea-trout,  2lb.  and  l^lb. 
respectively,  in  the  Double  Water  at  Willowpool. 
Mr.  Walter  Riddle  creeled  two  sea-trout  in  Tommy's 
Pool  in  the  Esk,  above  Canonbie  Bridge.  Fishing 
in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk.  Messrs.  Wm.  Riddle 
and  R.  Nelson  have  each  had  a  sea-trout.  Mr.  Adam 
Keen,  Rowanburn,  landed  a  sea-trdufc  in  Canon- 
bie water,  wei^rhing  l^lb.  Messrs.  R.  and  T.  Steele, 
Canonbie,  have  each  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Liddle,  and  a  sea- 
trout  each  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  J. 
Laidlaw  has  had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in 
Tarras,  Mr.  JSesbit  has  been  equally  successful  in 
the  sxme  water.  Good  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
have  been  got  in  the  Ewes,  and  in  tae  Uppjr  E3.< 
below  King  Pool.  Mr.  T.  Johnstone  had  two  sea- 
trout  in  Langholm  water  at  a  fishing.  Ia  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle  Mr.  J.  Beattie  has  had  fou,^- 
baskets  of  yellow  trout,  and  Messrs.  Walker  and 
Newton,  of  Copsha,  have  had  good  takes.  Mr. 
Brockbank,  Canonbie,  has  had  a  good  basket  of 
yellow  trout  above  the  Viaduct  on  the  Liddlo,  and 
Mr.  Steel  has  had  two  sea-trout  with  the  fly  ciose 
to  the  Inch  pool  on  the  Liddle. — Gilnockie. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — Fishing 
from  the  above  hotel,  on  Jim3  8,  Mijor  Wilson  ha  i 
one  salmon,  8^lb.  On  9th,  Messrs.  Sauer  and 
Hurtley,  twenty-four  trout,  81b. ;  Major  Wilson, 
one  ferox,  Clb. ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  twelve  trout,  51b.  ; 
Mr.  Harvie  Brown,  seven  trout,  3lb. ;  Mr.  C. 
Trousdale,  twenty  trout,  8^1b.  ;  Mr.  Leetham,  one 
sea-trout,  31b.  On  10th.  Air.  Sauer,  twenty  cro  u, 
81b.  ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  nineteen  trout,  7ib.  ;  Mr. 
Hartley,  five  trout,  31b.  ;  Messrs.  Cross  and  Mac- 
Arthur,  three  trout,  4lo.  ;  Mr.  C.  Trousdale,  twenty 
trout,  101b.  On  11th,  Mr.  McArthur,  twenty  trou", 
151b.  ;  Mr.  Cross,  eighteen  trout,  7lb. ;  Major  VVilsju, 
twenty  trout,  12lb.  ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  twelve  troui, 
51b.  ;  Mr.  Coppeiinx/aitc),  ten  trout,  51b.  ;  Mdssr.-. 
Sauer  and  Hurtley,  fifteen  trout,  6lb.  On  12t.h, 
Mr.  Harvie  Brown,  twelve  trout,  5lb.  Mr.  Copper- 
thwaite,  twelve  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  twelve 
trout,  51b. — Wm  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perthshire). — The  past  week  has  been  col  i 
and  stoi'my,  with  snow  alio  .vers,  and  tne  streaiuj 
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are  running  below  the  usual  summer  level.  There 
has  been  little  success  with  fly,  but  the  clear  stream 
anglers  have  made  good  baskets  with  worm.  Some 
good  takes  have  been  got.  On  Auchintaple  Loch, 
on  Tuesday  (June  16),  six  rods,  including  Adjutant 
Haynes,  Captain  W.  Smith,  Major  Johnstone, 
Alyth,  and  Dr.  Allan,  Johannesburg,  had  thirty 
trout,  weighing  281b.  Both  anglers  and  farmers 
ore  much  in  need  of  rain. — Iasgair. 

LocMnver  (Culag  Hotel).— June  6,  Mr.  Jonas, 
two  ferox,  31b.,  2£lb.,  and  sixteen  trout,  5|lb. ;  Dr. 
Petrie,  twenty-two  trout,  8|lb. ;  Mr.  Pigou,  nine 
t  -out,  31b. ;  Mr.  Landon,  six  trout,  21b.  On  the  8th, 
Mr.  Landon,  eighteen  trout,  7^1b. ;  Mr.  Jonas  and 
Dr.  Petrie,  one  firox,  5^1b.,  and  sixteen  trout,  91b. 
On  the  9th,  Dr.  Petrie  and  Mr.  Jonas,  sixteen  trout, 
7ilb. ;  Mr.  Landon,  thii-teen  trout,  41b.  On  the 
loth,  Mr.  Jonas,  twenty-foui-  trout,  9f  lb. ;  Dr.  Petrie, 
sixteen  trout,  l^lh.  On  the  11th,  Dr.  Petrie  and 
Mr.  Jonas,  forty  trout,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Spurling,  eight 
trout,  2|lb.  ;  Mr.  Burnand,  eight  trout,  2:^lb. ; 
Messrs.  Dodgson,  thirteen  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Landon, 
three  trout,  41b. — John  Mackenzie. 

Iioch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel,  N.B.).— 
Fishing  from  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  on  Loch  Katrine, 
on  June  11,  Mr.  King  had  four  trout,  21b.  9oz. 
Mrs.  King,  one,  13oz.  ;  Mri  Lampen,  one.  lib.  ;  Mr 
TurnbuU,  seven,  31b. ;  Mr.  Gustard,  eight,  3ilb. 
On  June  12,  Mr.  Turn  bull  had  ten  trout,  5lb., 
largest  lib.  ;  Mr.  Budd,  eleven,  4|lb. ;  Mr.  Lampen, 
two,  lib. ;  Mr.  King,  seven,  2Jlb.  On  June  13,  Mr. 
TurnbuU  had  eight  trout,  2|lb.  ;  Mr.  Wilson, 
eighteen,  Cflb.  ;  Mr.  Budd,  four,  lib.  lOoz 
Donald  Ferguson. 

Locli  Leven  (Kinross). — The  loch  flies,  which 
have  only  made  their  appearance  on  the  water  here 
in  fair  numbers  during  the  past  week,  have  made  a 
slight  improvement  in  the  takes.  The  weather  has 
now  become  colder  with  north  east  winds,  but  has 
continued  dry  until  to-day,  when  it  became  showery. 
Good  shoals  of  young  trout  have  been  seen  rising, 
a  1  encouraging  sight  in  view  of  the  opinion  held  by 
many  that  young  fish  had  been  largely  destroyed  by 
the  pike,  which  have  been  so  much  reduced  in  num- 
bers that  these  trout  foes  are  now  seldom  got  of  any 
size  in  the  nets.  The  following  were  the  most  suc- 
cessful Club  competitions  : — Dunfermline  (sixteen 
competitors),  twenty  four  trout,  231b.  First  Mr.  A. 
R.  Dick,  four  trout,  51b.  15Joz  ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr. 
A.  Smith,  21b.  5oz.  Fifeshire  (six  rods),  eighteen 
trout,  261b.  13oz.  .-  first,  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson  (fly)  six 
trout,  101b.  3oz. ;  second,  Mr.  W.  Watson,  six 
trout,  71b.  loz.  ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson, 
21b.  IJiJZ.  Waverley  (fifteen  rods),  twenty-four 
troun,  33lb.  12oz.  :  first,  Mr.  S.  Grieve,  three  trout, 
4lb.  2|i.z.  ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Gibson,  21b.  5oz. 
Private  parties  •  Messrs.  J.  J.  Harris  and  L.  Gray, 
Kmioss,  eight  trout,  131b.  8oz.  Mr.  Harvey,  Kent, 
eight  trout,  131b.  Mr.  Buist,  Torryburn,  six  trout, 
716.  8oz.  Messrs.  Milne,  Leith,  six  trout,  91b. 
Evening  fishing  has  been  seldom  attempted  this 
season.  A  boat  out  on  Saturday  for  a  few  hours  had 
the  best  result  with  eight  trout.— Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel.  N.B.). — J^'iehmg  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  June  12,  Mr.  R.  Thom. 
Annan,  killed  two  salmon,  weighing  121b.  and  ,101b, 
and  nve  tT-'iit,  and  on  June  13  a  nice  salmon  of 
111b.— S.  Tils  ton. 

North  of  Scotland. — On  the  Dee  higher  waters 
at  Braimar  a  few  fish  were  got  last  week  both  on 
the  Fife  and  Invercauld  waters,  while  General 
Stacey  had  two  on  the  King's  water  at  Balmoral.  An 
occasional  fish  has  also  been  got  on  the  Aboyne  and 
Kincardine  reaches,  but  little  or  nothing  below  there. 
Some  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  being  got  on 
the  Don,  night  fiy  fishing  or  clear  water  worming 
in  the  daytime.  On  the  Kintore  Burgh  waters, 
Mr.  Clyne,  Aberdeen,  had  141b.  on  Monday,  and 
Mr.  Calligan  161b.,  on  Wednesday  (June  17), 
heaviest  S^lb.  On  the  Forbes  Arms  Hotel  waters 
Messrs.  Hardie  and  Fraser  had  two  good  days'  sport 
considering  the  adverse  conditions. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg-,  IT.B.) — 
The  followmg  good  sport  has  been  obtained  on 
Lochs  Shin,  Merkland,  Griam,  and  other  waters  : — • 
On  June  9,  Dr.  Izod,  London  ;  Colonel  Dixon, 
London ;  Dr.  Wright,  Ramford ;  Mr.  Leake, 
King's  Lynn;  and  Mr.  Pirrie,  Nairn,  landed  be- 
tween them  100  trout,  23Jlb.  On  10th,  Rev.  Canon 
Faber,  Doncaster,  had  one  dozen,  SJlb.  ;  Dr.  Izod, 
Mr.  Leake,  Colonel  Dixon,  Dr.  Wright,  and  Mr. 
Pirrie  made  good  baskets,  the  heaviest  two  dozen 
trout  101b.,  by  Dr.  Wright,  Ramford,  on  Mid-Shin 
beat.  On  11th,  the  foregoing,  in  addition  to  Mr. 
Sparrow,  of  Shrewsbury,  were  out.  Best  baskets. 
Colonel  Dixon,  on  lower  Mid-Shin,  one  and  half 
dozen  trout,  6^1b.,  besides  a/erox  of  7flb.;  Dr.  Wright, 
one  and  a  half  dozen,  7ilb.  ;  Dr.  Izod,  twenty -six, 
131b.,  or  an  average  of  ^Ib.,  and  Mr.  Leake,  twenty- 
three,  8Jlb.  On  the  12th  the  same  anglers  were 
out,  and  baskets  up  to  about  two  and  a  half  dozen 
trout  were  made.  Mr.  Leake  got  the  heaviest  trout 
of  the  day,  2 Jib.,  and  the  Rev.  Canon  Faber  came 


next  with  a  2-pounder.  On  the  13th  sport  was 
equally  good,  the  heaviest,  a  2-pounder,  being  got 
by  Colonel  Dixon,  London.  Perhaps  the  best  all- 
round  basket  of  the  day  was  that  of  Mr.  MacFadyen, 
London,  with  two  dozen  trout,  8|lb.,  besides  a 
ferox  weighing  7ilb.  The  total  fish  caught  during 
the  week  was  525  trout,  182.Ub.,  and  two  Salmo 
ferox,  15l\h.  On  the  15th  a  host  of  anglers  made 
excellent  baskets  on  the  Shin,  Flag,  Griam,  and 
Merkland.  The  heaviest  baskets  were  made  by 
Messrs.  MacFadyen  and  Allen,  London,  two  and  a 
half  dozen,  10]lb.  (biggest,  lib.  2oz  ),  and  Dr.  Izod, 
London,  fifteen,  81b.  (heaviest,  2|lb.).  A  number 
of  baskets  went  over  two  dozen,  but  want  of  space 
forbids  details.  The  total  for  the  day  was  150 
trout,  6Ulb.— B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.).— 
During  the  past  week  splendid  sport  has  been 
obtained  bv  anglers  from  Stafiord  Arms  Hotel 
on  Lochs  Clashfern,  Loch-An-Uidhe,  Lower  Chain,, 
Tarbet,  and  others.  Amongst  the  most  successful 
were  Messrs.  Smith,  Perth ;  Proudfoot,  Perth ; 
Hardinge,  Liverpool ;  Hutcheson,  Perth ;  Captain 
Stewart,  London ;  Mr.  Woolaston,  Liverpool ;  Dr. 
Collins,  London ;  Mr.  Wood,  London ;  and  a  num- 
ber of  others.  Trout  are  in  fine  condition,  and  in 
many  cases  average  up  to  1  Jib.  each.  Perhaps  the 
greatest  number  of  fish  caught  in  six  hours'  fishing 
was  on  the  12th  by  Mr.  Smith,  on  Loch  Clashfern, 
with  eighty  trout,  151b.  The  next  heaviest  quoted 
was  seventy  trout,  151b.  The  cold  easterly  winds 
have  been  adverse  to  sport,  but  the  weather  has 
now  changed  for  the  better. — B. 

South    of  Scotland. — The  Solway  rivers  are.  at 
present,  extraordinarily  low  and  clear,  owing  to  the 
want  of  rain.    In  this  part  of  the  country  there  has 
been  no  rainfall  for  many  weeks,  and  all  the  rivers 
have  run  down  to  their  summer  level.  It  is  reported 
from  the  Dumfries  Nith  that  there  was  a  small  run 
of  herling  on  Monday  (June  15),  and  that  they 
crowded  at  the  foot  of  the  caul  at  the  town.  The 
Annan  is  generally  the  first  of  the  Solway  rivers 
that  gets  the  herling,  as  also  the  largest  number  of 
these  trout.   Up  to  the  present  none  have  appeared 
in  the  river.    The  week  has  been  notable  for  the 
capture  of  a  large  pike  taken  on  the  Galloway  Dee 
at  Parton.     The  pike  was    caught    by  a  local 
angler,    who    had    set    a    night    line    for  the 
purpose.     The  fish  weighed  401b.     The  Annan 
is  remarkably  low  on  account  of  no  rain  having 
fallen  for  many  weeks.     In  the  lower  reaches 
Mr.  Laurie  has  been  the  most  successful,  killing 
the  heaviest  sea  trout.    He  also  had  a  nice  lot  of 
yellow  trout.     In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  Mr. 
Thorburn  had  seven  sea  trout  at  various  fishings. 
Angling  in  the  Nith  has  been  disappointing  on  the 
various  beats  of  this  river  during  the  past  week, 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  low  condition  of  the  streams. 
The  Galloway  rivers  are  all  low  and  too  clear  for 
large  catches  being  taken  during  the  daytime.  The 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  as  also  the  Gatehouse  Fleet, 
are  quite  out  of  order,  and  there  has  practically 
been  no  sport  of  late.    Little  is  doing  on  the 
Ayreshire  rivers  and  lochs. — Heathbrbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  river  is  in  poor  condi- 
tion and  yielding  indifferent  sport.  On  the  Laggan 
water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  G.  Sharp,  fisherman, 
killed  a  beauty  of  20Jlb.  Last  week  between  thirty 
and  forty  thousand  beautiful  salmon  fry,  three 
months  old,  were  taken  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon's  hatchery  at  the  Lug  Net,  Fochabers, 
and  deposited  in  pools  of  the  Spey  near  the 
centre  of  the  Carron  and  Elchies  section  of 
the  river.  They  were  conveyed  in  large  iron 
carboys  by  rail,  and  notwithstanding  the  long 
journey  by  rail  only  about  a  dozen  were  found  dead. 
The  transference  is  looked  upon  as  a  promising 
experiment,  and  one  worth  repeating  in  the  future. 
Tne  water  into  which  they  were  put  is  ideal  for 
that  purpose,  and  it  is  hoped  good  results  may 
follow. — J.  M. 

Staudingr  Stoaes  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney).— 
Fishing  Loch  Stenness  from  the  above  hotel,  the 
following  catches  of  trout  have  been  had  : — On 
June  9,  Mr.  Higgens  (Liverpool)  had  four,  31b. 
(heaviest,  lib.);  on  the  11th,  five,  51b.;  on  the 
12th,  five,  111b.  (heaviest,  61b.);  and  on  the  13th, 
four,  51b.  (heaviest,  IJlb.). — John  Mackay. 

Tongue  Hotel.  —  Fishing  from  this  hotel  the 
following  catches  of  trout  have  been  had :  — On 
June  6,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruston  had  ten,  17ilb.  ;  Mr, 
Brown,  eleven,  4i\h.  On  June  8,  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
Ruston  had  eight,  11  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Brown,  twelve,  51b. 
On  June  10,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruston  had  twenty- 
seven,  81b.,  and  one  salmon  of  71b. ;  Mr.  Brown, 
4Jlb.,  and  one  salmon  of  131b.  On  June  11,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ruston  had  thirty-seven,  10 Jib.,  and 
eighteen,  61b.,  on  June  12.  On  June  13.  Mr.  Brown 
had  twenty-eight,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruston, 
twenty-one,  81b.,  and  one  salmon  of  171b. ;  Major  Scott 
had  also  a  nice  basket.  The  prospects  for  angling 
are  very  good  here  this  season.  Loch  Slam  is 
said  to  be  teeming  with  salmon. — M.  MacInnes. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bann  (Kilrea).— There  was  little  sport  obtained 
on  this  river  for  the  past  week  as  the  east  wind  and 
bright  sunshine  that  have  been  so  long  exparienced 
continued.  This  caused  the  trout  to  come  badly  to 
the  fly,  and  salmon  rose  short.  Fish  are  very  plentiful 
m  all  the  stretches,  but  the  temperature  of  the 
water  is  rising  and  there  are  few  patterns  of  flies 
that  can  induce  them  to  come  to  the  surface.  For 
many  years  that  most  beautiful  of  salmon  flies 
"  Lord  Randolph "  took  fish  in  bright  sunshine 
when  all  other  lures  were  refused,  but  since  that 
destroyer  of  all  salmon  rivers — the  shrimp — was 
mtroduced  it  has  lost  much  of  its  once  imique 
attraction  on  the  Bann.  Mr.  May,  who  is  staying 
at  the  Mercers  Hotel,  caught  two  salmon,  141b.  and 
181b.,  on  the  Kilrea  reach.  On  the  Caronroe  section 
Mr.  Wolff,  M.P.,  caught  nine  salmon  ranging  from 
91b.  to  201b.,  and  Colonel  Delacherois  and  Mr.  Shaw 
eight  salmon  ranging  from  8Ub.  to  201b.— Daniel 
O  Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  drought  has  now 
lasted  for  a  month,  and  the  rain  seems  as  far  off  as 
ever.  For  the  past  ten  days  trouting  on  the  local 
rivers  has  been  suspended.  Fortunately  the  dams 
are  fishing  fairly  considering  the  persistent  north- 
erly to  easterly  winds,  the  killing  flies  being  Bastard 
Wickham,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Gold,  Bastard  Alex- 
andra, and  Black  and  Silver.  On  the  Woodburn 
June  12,  Mr.  W,  M.  Stay  had  six  trout,  myself  four'; 
Mr.  M-Nab,  half  a  dozen;  on  15th,  Mr.  Samuel 
±  aulkner,  nine,  including  five,  lib.  each ;  and  on 
the  16th,  Mr.  James  Murray,  eight  fib.  fish  • 
Mr.  P.  M'Eldowney,  seven  ;  Mr.  B.  M'Eldowney! 
five;  Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead,  five.  Mr.  William 
bpence  had  five  good  fish  on  the  Middle  Basin; 
and  on  Leathemstown,  Stoneyford,  Trooper's 
Lane,  and  Marshallstown  several  good  catches  were 
effected.  There  was  a  fair  May  Fly  rise  on  Stoney- 
ford Durmg  the  week  half  a  dozen  fish  were  killed 
on  the  Antrim  Road  Basin  in  the  city.  Lots  of 
white  trout  are  now  in  the  Lough  waiting  for  a  flood. 
— J.  A,  B, 

Erne    (Ballyshannon    and    Belleek).  —  The 

weather  was  unfavourable  for  angling  during  the 
past  week  very  bright  in  daytime  with  north-east 
winds,    Mr.  R.  S.  Johnston  landed  one  salmon  of 
161b  and  one  of  81b.,  and  two  grilse  of  61b.  each 
on  June  12  and  13.  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas  landed  three 
T}^°\r°^J^l^--A         """"^  71b.  on  the  15th  and 
Ibth.   Mr.  H.  J,  Parsons  landed  one  salmon  of  141b 
and  a  grilse  of  51  b.  on  June  1 2  and  1 5.  Mr.  T.  B  John- 
ston landed  one  salmon  of  151b..  one  of  71b  and 
one  of  61b.,  on  June  12,  13,  and  16.    Mr.  T  M'pike 
landed  one  grilse  of  61b.  on  June  15,  and  Mr  J 
Thomson  landed  another  grilse  on  June  16  ;  Captaiii 
Ellison  landed  one  grilse  on  June  16;  and  Dr 
Buckley  landed  one  salmon  of  121b     Sir  H  b' 
Robertson  landed  one  salmon  of  15!b.  and  a  wilse 
bf  51b.  on  June  16.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons 

Lough  Corrib  (Onghterard).  —  The 'Corrib  is 
now  in  full  swing,  ana  the  May  Fly  is  up  The 
following  gentlemen  have  been  fishing  from  the 
Railway  Hotel.  Oughterard :— Col.  Bridges  made 
very  good  takes  during  the  last  week  ;  the  weather 
was  bright;  his  best  fish  was  a  brown  trout  in 
fine  condition,  weight  6|lb.  Messrs.  Keizer,  Dickson 
and  Tomkinson,  Liverpool,  had  fairly  good  takes' 
average  per  day  fifteen  trout,  average  weight  41b' 
each.  Messrs.  Smith,  Richards,  and  H.  G  Chamai 
offl^°o°nu  ^'^^  the  May  Fly,  some  trout  scaling 
3Jlb.,  2Jlb.,  down  to  Jib.  each.  Mr.  Keizer  hooked 
a  fine  salmon  which  he  played  for  an  hour  and 
ten  mmutes  when  he  broke  and  got  away  Mr 
Chancellor  killed  a  pike,  weighing  1 71b.  There  were 
other  mce  pike  taken  ;  also  a  great  many  perch 
rangmg  from  lib.  down.  The  weather  has  changed 
from  very  hot  and  bright  to  cool,  and  nice  breeze 
for  dappmg.  There  is  a  good  chance  now  for  large 
baskets.  Salmon  are  beginning  to  take  now  — T 
F.  Naughton. 

^  —  -  (Anglers'  Hotel).-On  June  8,  Col. 
Caufield,  twelve  fish,  weighing  161b.;  Mr  Court 
fourteen  fish,  weighing  201b.;  Messrs.  Coghlin  White' 
and  Capt.  Holland,  twelve  fish ;  Mr.  Jervus  Ducrov' 
ten  fish,  weighing  141b. ;  Mr.  R.  W.  Cory,  nine  fish 
weighing  161b.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Court,  twenty-one 
trout  weighing  241b.  (a  fine  day's  sport,  though  not 
up  to  his  record  the  previous  week) ;  Messrs.  Coghlin 
White,  and  Capt,  HoUand,  seven  fish,  weighing  101b  • 
Mr.  Jervus  Ducroy,  nine  fish,  weighing  131b  ;  Coi.' 
Caufield,  eight  fish,  weighing  151b. ;  Mr.  R  H  Corv 
nine  fish,  weighing  1  lib.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Ducrov 
seven  fish,  weighing  161b.,  one  of  them  eflb, ;  Mr 
Court,  eleven  fish,  one  a  grand  specimen  of  81b  '2oz  * 
the  remainder  weighing  161b.  (this  is  the  record 
day  at  this  hotel  for  the  season  up  to  the 
present);  Col.  Caufield,  ten  fish,  weighing  171b  (a 
splendid  take,  all  in  fine  condition) ;  ivfi  R  W 
Cory  eight  fish,  weighing  141b.,  also  very  good! 
On  the  nth  Mr  Court  had  twelve  trout,  weiihing 
161b. ;  Cogh  in.  White,  and  Captain  Holland,  eleven 
fish ;  Colonel  Caufield,  ten  fish ;  Mr.  R.  W.  Cory  nine 
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fish,  171b.,  two  of  them  weighing  41b.  each,  in 
splendid  condition ;  Mr.  Ducroy,  nine  fish,  one 
scaling  5+lb.  On  the  12th,  Mr.  Court  had  eleven 
fish.  Colonel  Caufield  five,  Coghlin,  White,  and 
Captain  Holland  nine  fish,  Mr.  R.  W.  Cory  eleven 
fish,  161b.,  and  Mr.  Ducroy  eleven  fish,  141b.  On 
the  13th,  Mr.  Court  had  five  fish.  Colonel  Caufield, 
five,  and  Mr.  R.  W.  Cory,  four,  weighing  61b.  This 
day  a  storm  blew,  so  it  was  impossible  to  stop  on 
the  water.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Court  had  eleven  fish, 
weighing  161b.,  and  Captain  Holland  three  trout,  a 
pike,  and  nine  perch. — T.  Naughton. 

Longh  Currane.  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Owing  to  continued  bright  and  sultry  weather, 
sport  has  been  poor  on  Lough  Currane,  Mr. 
Lescher  had  a  peal  of  61b.  on  Saturday.  A  few 
sea-trout  have  been  got  daily,  and  on  a  couple  of 
days  some  average  baskets  of  brown  trout  have 
been  had — the  best  containing  two  dozen,  weighing 
81b.  On  Thursday  (June  11),  Mr.  Sugrue,  rock- 
fishing,  caught  a  dozen  brown  trout  12|lb.  Sport 
has  fallen  away  on  the  upper  lakes  owing  to  the 
existing  meteorological  conditions.  Nothing  doing 
on  the  rivers,  which  are  all  too  low  at  present  to 
afford  any  chance  of  sport.  On  the  small  mountain 
lakes,  fair  sport  has  been  had  with  brown  trout,  the 
best  baskets  being:  On  Drenane,  one  of  twenty- 
seven  ;  on  Cummeravanig,  one  of  thirty  ;  on  Filea- 
lougha,  one  of  t.wenty-nine ;  on  Coomcatcun,  one 
of  thirty-five.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Erne. — Trouting  on  the  Lake  with  the 
May  Fly  was  again  poor  during  the  past  week,  but 
down  on  the  river  between  Ballyshannon  and 
Belleek,  some  fine  trout  were  taken.  Mr.  Eskrigge 
landed  one  trout,  weighing  7|lb.,  on  dry  fly,  and 
Mr.  Pike  took  a  trout  of  5Jlb.  amongst  others.  Mr. 
T.  B.  Johnston  took  some  nice  trout  during  the 
past  week,  and  Mr.  R.  S.  Johnston,  Mr.  Geo. 
Godwin,  Mr.  Brown,  and  others,  enjoyed  good 
sport  amongst  the  trout  in  the  late  evenings. — 
M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur). — The  following  anglers 
have  been  fishing  the  above  water  from  Kilbride 
Lodge : — Col.  O'Strehan,  Col.  Dunne,  and  J.  E. 
Cockburn.  Col.  O'Strehan  and  Col.  Dunne,  on  June  8, 
trolling,  got  201b.  trout,  heaviest  51b.  On  June  11, 
had  21^1b.  trout,  one  6Ib.,  one  71b.,  and  one  SJlb. ; 
the  latter  was  sent  to  Cooper  &  Sons,  London,  to  be 
set  up.  Col.  O'Strehan,  on  same  date,  got  six  trout 
on  artificial  fly.  J.  E.  Cockburn,  on  June  8.  got 
211b.  trout  trolling,  one  5Jlb..  one  51b.,  one  4|lb., 
one  31b.,  one  21b.,  and  one  at  lib.  On  June  11,  had 
one  61b.,  one  4^1b.,  one  31b.,  and  five  trout  on  the 
fly.  Weather  against  fly  fishing ;  fine  and  bright 
sunshine  when  writing. — P.  S. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (ClonbTir).— Owing  to 
north  wind  and  disturbed  water  for  the  past  week 
on  Lough  Mask,  a  good  many  anglers  fishing  from 
Mount  Gable  Hotel  have  turned  to  fish  Corrib,  where 
they  are  getting  good  sport  on  the  dap.  Largest 
basket  since  last  report  made  by  Mr.  Barton — 
sixteen  trout,  weighing  221b.,  all  on  the  May  Fly. 
Several  trout  caught  on  Corrib  up  to  3Jlb. — j.  A.  J. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
Trout  fishing  has  been  very  dull  for  the  past  week. 
A  flood  is  badly  needed  to  freshen  the  river  and 
bring  up  the  first  row  of  salmon.  Numbers  of  these 
are  in  Lough  Foyle  and  the  tideway. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  order,  with  north 
wind.  Fishing  during  the  week  was  very  good  ; 
Mr.  J.  Brown  killed  three  and  played  four  grilse  on 
June  14,  and  J.  Timlin  killed  three  and  hooked  and 
played  a  number  of  fish ;  Mr.  Scroop  played  a 
very  large  fish  and  lost  him.  Lough  Conn  fished 
fairly  well ;  Lieut.  W.  Campbell  Little  killed  a 
salmon,  91b.,  one  grilse,  4|lb.,  also  a  few  perch  and 
pike,  largest  pike,  71b.,  perch,  l^lb. ;  Lieut.  G. 
Kendall  Channer  killed  a  grilse,  3Jlb.,  lost  a  salmon 
on  the  9th,  and  on  the  1 2th  got  some  pike,  perch, 
and  trout.  Mrs.  Kendal  Channer  killed  a  grilse,  31b., 
on  June  14,  lost  a  salmon  after  fifteen  minutes' 
play,  and  lost  a  grilse. — John  Devees. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Grilse  fishing  now  well  on.  Mr.  J.  Tembley, 
nine  grilse,  431b. ;  Mr.  Brown,  eight  grilse,  401b. ; 
Mr.  J.  Garvey,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  four 
grilse,  191b. ;  Captain  the  Hon.  R.  Moreton.  three 
grilse,  131b.;  Mr.  C.  Pilkington,  five  grilse,  231b. : 
Mr.  W.  Campbell,  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  one  grilse, 
4flb.,  also  several  pike  and  perch.  Mrs.  Kendall 
Channer  had  one  grilse,  31b.,  and  lost  some  more. 
Mr.  Kendall  Channer  had  one  grilse,  3Jlb.,  and  lost 
several  more.  On  June  15  he  captured  one  grilse, 
3^1b.,  and  one  jack.  8^1b.  The  river  is  swarming 
with  grilse  — Pat  Heaenes. 

Foatoou  (Anglers'  Hotel).— The  grilse  fishing 
is  very  good  this  season.  The  pools  at  Pontoon- 
bridge  are  well  stocked,  and  gentlemen  staying  here 
are  having.splendid  sport.  Mr.  A.  C.  Pearson  killed 
five  grilse  in  four  days,  the  largest  61b.  and 
smallest  4|lb. ;  Mr.  AUsop  killed  two  grilse,  one 
oi'lb.,  and  the  Other  51b.;  both  geotlemen  killed 


some  very  nice  trout,  the  largest  weighing  3Jlb. 
Mr.  Roch  killed  a  very  nice  grilse  on  Monday 
(June  15)  and  lost  another.  A  local  fisherman  when 
fishing  for  perch  on  Friday  (June  12)  killed  a  very 
fine  spring  salmon  of  171b.,  near  the  Pontoon 
Bridge. — P.  Healy. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  — It  is  all 
over  with  the  lake  fishing  for  the  season.  Broiling 
hot  suns  and  calm  days  have  killed  it.  A  great  pity, 
as  otherwise  all  hands  would  have  fared  splendidly. 
As  it  is,  several  fine  bags  have  been  made  since  last 
report.  Amongst  numerous  bags,  Mrs.  Courage,  an 
English  lady,  killed  on  the  "dap,"  nine  splendid 
trout,  weighing  271b. ;  seven,  171b.,  largest  5|lb. 
Mr.  Vaughan-Clarke,  sixteen  trout,  241b.;  eight, 
171b. ;  five,  91b.  Mr.  J.  T.  Malpass,  in  sixteen  days, 
got  65  trout,  1031b.,  largest  41b.  ;  had  the  weather 
been  more  favourable  he  might  easily  have  doubled 
his  catch,  as  he  is  a  most  accomplished  angler ;  Mr. 
James  Courtney,  of  Newtown,  dapping,  landed  the 
record  trout  of  the  season,  a  gorgeous  9-pounder ;  Mr. 
Lawless,  of  Dublin,  seven  231b.,  largest  6|lb.,  six 
211b.,  largest  5|lb. ;  and  other  bags  too  numerous  to 
mention.  On  Mr.  Vinter's  preserves  the  following 
salmon  were  taken  :— May  26,  Mr.  Roth  well,  one, 
171b.;  27th,  Miss  Rochfort,  one,  lUb.;  May  28,  Mr. 
Rothwell,  two,  251b.,  I41b  ;  June  2,  Mr.  W.  Gorst, 
Liverpool,  1,  6Jlb.;  June  2,  two,  18Jlb.  and  131b., 
Miss  H  Courage,  one,  171b.;  Mr.  E.  H.  Courage, 
one,  131b.  and  one,  101b,;  Mr.  Cotham,  one,  131b.; 
Mr.  C.  Hooper,  two,  171b.  and  131b.,  and  one  grilse 
61b.  The  grilse  are  running  in  large  numbers. 
Mr.  Daniel  had  a  field-day  among  them  on  June  16, 
He  killed  six  very  bright  ones,  weighing  from  61b. 
to  81b.  each.  Mr.  Vinter,  one,  71b ;  Mr.  Gorst.  one, 
71b. ;  Mr.  Hooper,  7Jlb.  and  71b.,  and  two  salmon, 
171b.  and  151b.;  Mr.  Hodding,  one  grilse,  71b. 
— S.  J.  Htjeley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  Weather  dry,  but 
with  indications  of  a  change  to  rain.  On  Doonass, 
Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed  three  salmon,  71b.  Hlb.,  81b., 
six  peal,  Ulb.,  6Jlb..  5|lb.,  4ilb.,  4|lb  .  41b.  ;  on 
Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed  two  peal,  4^1b.,  4 Jib. ; 
on  Newgarden,  Mr.  Astley  Creswick  killed  two 
salmon,  8lb.,  141b.,  six  peal,  21b.,  31b.,  51b.,  51b., 
5 Jib.,  6 Jib. ;  on  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill 
killed  two  salmon,  1 21b.,  301b.  On  the  Castle  fishery 
Mrs.  Ingham,  killed  one  peal  4Jlb.  :  on  the  World- 
send,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham,  killed  one  peal  5|lb. ;  Mrs. 
Ingham,  one  salmon,  26Jlb.  On  Landscape  the 
fishermen  killed  one  peal,  5Jlb.— Jomi  Enright  & 
Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytaux.— June  13. — This  week  the  fishing  of 
the  only  water  in  fair  ply  in  our  neighbourhood  has 
been  capricious.  On  the  same  day,  one  apparently 
favourable,  little  or  nothing  was  done  on  the  upper 
waters  of  the  stream,  while  below  several  fish  came 
greedily,  and  one  of  our  colonel  anglers  caught  ten 
trout,  including  some  over  lib.  Yesterday  another 
colonel  went  for  a  shorter  walk  and  got  five  good 
fish,  one  of  them  IJlb.  The  strange  thing  about 
these  two  cases  is  that  the  water  has  been  only  a 
very  few  weeks  turned  into  the  part  of  the  stream 
fished,  which  had  been  all  but  dry  for  perhaps  nine 
months  past.  Fewer  trout  have  been  met  with 
lately  in  the  higher  parts  of  this  Stockalper  water, 
and  it  looks  as  if  some  of  them  had  worked  down- 
wards.— Benwyan. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Penzance.  — •  The  fishing  from  the  pierheads 
improving  —  bream,  pollack,  and  mackerel — and 
good  sport  by  boat  anglers  in  Moimts  bay,  by 
railing  for  mackerel  and  pollack. — H. 

Plymouth. — Sea  fishing  of  all  kinds  has  taken  a 
fresh  start  this  week,  and  fishermen  have  been  fairly 
busy  both  in  the  boats  and  on  the  piers.  The 
mackerel  have  been  taking  the  spinner  very  freely 
in  various  parts  of  the  Sound,  and  they  are  still 
about  in  large  numbers.  The  harbours  and  bay  are 
literally  full  of  brit,  and  the  fish  being  gorged  with 
them  prefer  the  bright  metal  bait,  or  white  fly  with 
silver  body,  to  the  natural  worm.  Some  fine  pollack 
have  been  taken  at  the  back  of  the  Mewstone,  and 
also  at  the  East  Winter.  Bass  are  very  plentiful 
just  now ;  they  are  taking  the  bait  freely  in  the 
Hamoaze,  and  the  fish  are  a  fair  size  ;  smaller  ones 
are  also  being  taken  off  the  Promenade  Pier.  The 
best  bait,  if  you  can  get  it,  is  the  natural  brit 
threaded  on  to  a  number  2-0  Pennell  turned  down 
eyed,  but  if  these  are  not  procurable  the  imitation, 
which  is  mrtde  of  soleskin  and  painted,  is  the  next 
best. — William  Heaeder  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Scarborough. — Sea,  boat,  and  pier  angling  has 
been  very  much  in  abeyance  durint;  the  last  week 
owing  to  the  cold  easterly  winds.  Plenty  of  fish  in 
the  bay,  but  off  the  feed,  we  long  for  warmer 
weather. — H.. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Under  the  chairmanship  of  the  vice-president, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  the  .June  delegate  meeting  was 
held  on  Monday  (June  15).    It  is  very  gratifying  to 
state  that  the  delegates  were  able  to  sanction  the 
payment  for  rents  of  waters,  £31  5g.,  and  bailiffs' 
salaries,  £17  Ss.,  due  on  June  25,  and  the  costs  for 
watching  on  the  River  Lea,  as  hereafter  mentioned, 
£15  18s.  6d.,  a, total  of  £64  8s.  6d.,  without  in  any 
way  entrenching  upon  the  income  derivable  from 
the  new  season's  membership  tickets.    During  the 
month  five  societies  have  been  enrolled,  namely, 
the  Bryanston,  Castle,  Nag's  Head,  Ormonde,  and 
Palmerston.    The  demand  for  membership  tickets 
is  slightly  in  advance  of  last  year,  and  the  guide- 
books, which  this  year  contain  the  whole  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  report  and  balance- 
sheet  were  supplied  to  the  delegates  for  delivery  to 
their  respective  societies.    The  River  Lea  Conser- 
vancy Board  have  been  executing  lock  repairs  and 
other  works  necessitating  I  the  drawing  down  of 
waters  in  three  districts,  viz.,  from  Pickett's  Lock 
(Edmonton)  to  Stonebridge  Lock  (Tottenham),  a 
distance  of  two  miles,  from  Rommey  Marsh  Lock 
to  Enfield  Lock  one  mile,  and  from  Stanstead  Lock 
(St.  Margaret's)  to  Fieldes  Weir  Lock  (mouth  of 
Stort)   two  miles,  a  total  distance  of  five  miles. 
From  Pickett's  Lock  to  Stonebridge  Lock  the  water 
was  drawn  down  for  six  days,  and  necessitated  the 
police  being  employed  during  that  period  ;  and 
in    the    other    two    cases   two    days'  and  one 
night's  watching    was  necessary,  the  total  cost 
being  £15  18s.   6d.,  the  Association  for  similar 
work    at    Waltham    Abbey  in    August  of  last 
year  spent  £10 — not  a  bad  nine  months'  record 
for  an  association  alleged  to  have  never  benefited 
anglers.    In  reply  to  a  request,  the  Metropolitan 
Railway  Company  have  granted  a  booking  from 
West  Hampstead,  Kilbum,  and  Brondesbury  to 
other  stations  on  their  system,  as  shown  in  our 
guide-books,  and  members  of  either  of  the  London 
associations  will  no  doubt  appreciate  this  con- 
cession. The  issuing  of  tickets  has  occupied  the  time 
of  the  secretary  to  such  an  extent  that  invoices  and 
receipts  will  be  forwarded  next  week. — R.  W. 
ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£7  16s.  from  the  West  Ham  Brothers.    Also  £1  Is. 
from  the  Waltham  Brothers.     Mr,    "  Johnny  " 
Osborne  has  become  a  life  member.    Have  plenty 
of  vacancies  in  this  division. — W.  H.  Baebeb. 
CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION. 
The  June  delegate  meeting  held  at  the  Bed- 
ford Head  Hotel,  Maiden  Lane,  W.C.,   was  an 
exceptionally  well  attended  gathering,  Mr.  C.  A. 
Medcalf  (president)  occupied  the  chair.  Several 
important  matters  were  referred  to  in  the  correspon- 
dence read  at  the  meeting,  and  the  question  of  the 
Woolwich  Brothers'  Angling  Association  was  re- 
referred  to  the  Committee   for  report.  Messrs. 
Elsmore  and  Wheelhouse  reported  having  audited 
the  accounts  for  the  past  year's  working  of  the 
Association  and  found  everything  correct,  the  books 
clear  and  well  kept,  with  a  most  satisfactory  balance 
carried  forward  to  the  next  year.   After  the  balance 
sheet  had  been  passed  round  to  the  delegates,  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  report  and  balance 
sheet  be  adopted,  with  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  auditors,  it  being  noticed  that  membership 
had  increased  several  hundred  as  compared  with 
last  year.     The  following  Clubs  applied  for  enrol- 
ment and  were  duly  admitted:    New  Century 
Angling  Society,  Empire  Piscatorials,  Rugby  and 
Cornwall  Angling  Society.    The  secretary  reported 
having  made  arrangements  enabling  central  mem- 
bers to  fish  nearly  three  miles  of  preserved  water 
from  Canons  Bridge  to  the  East  Lock  at  Tonbridge, 
on  production  of  their  Central  ticket ;  this  water 
hitherto  has  only  been  available  by  the  payment  of 
a  daily  or  annual  subscription.   It  was  suggested  by 
several  delegates  that   Clubs  should   discuss  the 
advisability  of  having  a  Central  silver  cup  for 
competition,  and  to  report  news  thereon  at  the 
next  delegate  meeting.    Privilege  tickets  were  re- 
ported to  be  ready  for  issuing,  and  the  secretary 
already  inundated  with  applications  for  same. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied  the  chair  at  Fetter -lane 
on  Wednesday.  Reports  from  the  society's  agents 
at  Southend,  Brighton.  Southwold,  Penzance,  and 
Whitehaven  were  encouraging,  indicating  the  rapid 
approach  of  the  sea-fishing  season.  A  proposal 
was  submitted  from  Carnarvon  to  place  a  small 
yacht  for  sea  fishing  at  the  members'  disposal 
during  the  season — applications  in  reference  thereto 
should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary,  4,  Fetter-lane. 
Mr.  Vivian- Williams  had  been  fishing  off  Christ - 
church,  taking  good  grey  mullet  and  bass,  and  handed 
in  the  address  of  hia  boatman,  whom  he  recom« 
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mended,  Mr.  A.  W,  Parker  had  been  fishing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Southsea.  Dr.  Patterson,  the 
society's  much  esteemed  curator  and  librarian,  had, 
it  was  announced,  returned  to  England  from  the 
West  Coast  of  Africa  in  good  health.  The  announce- 
ment gave  great  satisfaction  to  members  present. 
The  subject  of  the  evening,  "Tackle  Attachments  to 
Lines — Paternosters,"  was  opened  by  Mr.  Pickup, 
who  so  thoroughly  exhausted  the  subject  that 
subsequent  speakers  found  little  to  say.  Messrs. 
Bates,  Parker,  Clarke,  Mallett,  Summers,  Young, 
Vivian-Williams,  Kane,  and  the  chairman,  con- 
tributed to  a  very  complete  treatment  of  the 
subject,  well  illustrated  as  on  previous  evenings  by 
much  tackle.  Mr.  Mallett  presented  his  octopus  in 
formalin  "  and  a  phial,"  which  was  duly  added  to 
the  museum  with  thanks.  Tlie  subject  for  next 
Wednesday  was  announced  as  "Leads,  Ledgers, 
and  Traces,"  to  be  ^opened  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker. — 
Hon.  Reporter. 

City  op  London  Pisoatoeial  Society, 
At  the  meeting  on  Tuesday,  June  16,  Mr.  C.  E. 
Fosbrooke  presided.  The  abnormal  weather  of  the 
past  few  days  had  quite  stopped  river  fishing,  con- 
sequently the  competition  arranged  for  the  day  of 
meeting  could  not  be  carried  out.  Mr.  Higgs,  how- 
ever, bravely  made  an  attempt  (in  still  water),  unfor- 
tunately with  negative  results.  Dr.  Ladell,  fishing 
at  Ramsgate,  had  been  fairly  successful,  taking 
some  forty  flat  fish — flounders,  plaice,  and  dabs, 
Mr.  Parker,  at  Southsea,  also  taking  dabs, 
and,  at  Portsmouth,  bass  and  eels.  A  very 
fine  sea  -  rod  was  presented  to  the  society 
by  Mr  W.  L.  Wichtendahl,  to  be  awarded 
as  a  prize  ;  the  donor  receiving  a  vote  of  thanks 
for  his  handsome  and  useful  gift,  which  will  figure 
later  on  as  a  reward  for  successfu,  sea-fishing. 
Some  remarkable  icthyological  specimens  were 
exhibited  by  Dr.  Ladell,  including  head  of  a 
monster  "  Green  Fish,"  which  will  appear  in  the 
society's  museum  when  completely  prepared.  Mr. 
Taylor  showed  a  couple  of  turbot,  curious  by  reason 
of  their  duplicity  of  colouring. — Hon.  Sec. 

Geesham  ANQLLNa  Society. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  June  1 6.  The  privilege  tickets 
ordered  have  been  received,  and  will  be  posted  to 
the  members  forthwith.  The  proposed  outing  to 
Leigh  is  deferred  to  a  later  date.  Fishing  reports, 
owing  to  the  heavy  rains,  are  very  meagre,  but 
several  good  trout  have  been  basketed  at 
Chesham  ;  the  chairman  taking  a  nice  one,  Mr. 
H.  S.  Saunders  securing  five  (four  being  returned), 
and  Mr.  Eldred  one  of  21bs.,  on  Saturday,  June  13. 
Mr.  Maull  gave  an  interesting  account  of  a 
ten  days'  trip  to  Ireland,  during  which  he  took 
a  quantity  of  pollack,  skate,  gurnard,  and  some 
very  fine  dabs.  He  experienced  the  most  delightful 
weather  during  the  whole  time  he  was  in  Ireland. 
On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Zerfass,  in  the  west  of 
England,  had  very  bad  weather,  which  on  many 
days  prevented  him  fishing.  Mr.  Walker's  paper, 
"Electricity  and  Rain,"  was  read  by  the  hon  sec, 
and  received  from  those  present  the  appreciation 
due  to  I  such  a'  thoughtfully  written  attempt  to 
solve  a  very  difficult  problem. — F.  E.  Eldred, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  W.  Edmonds  presided  at  Monday's  meeting- 
It  appeared  from  the  reports  given  by  members 
that  the  May  Fly  season  had  been  most  disappoint, 
ing,  owing  to  the  inclement  weather  which  pre- 
vailed during  the  rise.  Dr.  Head,  however,  brought 
up  six  brace  of  fine  trout  from  a  private  part  of  the 
Lambourn,  taken  on  the  May  Fly.  The  best  fish 
went  lib.  9Joz.  It  was  mentioned  that  the  Lam- 
bourn was  2ft.  above  its  ordinary  level,  and  was 
still  rising.  The  Kennet  was  over  the  banks  and 
unfishable,  and  the  Moor  stream  was  like  a  raging 
torrent.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  had  grand  sport  on 
private  water  with  "Rolt's  Fancy,"  and  had  also 
two  brace  of  heavy  fish  on  the  society's  fishery  at 
Newbury.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters,  too,  had  several 
trout,  including  a  beauty  of  lib.  15oz.,  the  best 
caught  on  the  Lambourn  this  season  so  far.  Mr. 
W.  G.  Fletcher  and  other  members  had  trout,  and 
Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman,  besides,  took  on  the  Lambourn 
a  dace  of  14oz.,  an  unusual  catch  in  this  little  river. 
At  Uxbridge,  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  killed  a  grand 
trout  of  .-nb.  3Joz.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson  and  Mr. 
H.  A.  Rolt,  who  had  been  for  a  week's  May  Fly 
fishing  on  the  Wye -&t  Bakewell,  reported  that  the 
rise  had  been  a  failure.  They,  however,  had  some 
nice  trout  up  to  lib.  9oz.,  principally  on  Ogden 
Smith's  Plum  Iron  Blue  and  000  stone  midges.  Mr. 
H.  H.  Brown  caught  some  grand  grayling  on  the 
Itchen,  weighing  considerably  over  21b.  Trout 
were,  however,  quiet,  owing  to  the  biting  winds. 
Dr.  Head,  who  represented  the  society  at  the  Loch 
Leven  competition,  stated  that  he  was  ninth  on  the 
list,  with  three  fish,  weighing  ilb.  8oz.  (best, 
21b.  ^oz.),— Hon.  Sec. 


^offings  bp  i^e  i^ag. 

"  He  maketh  the  rain  to  fall  upon  the  just  and  the 
unjust."  Yes;  principally  upon  the  just— because 
the  unjust  man  has  borrowed  the  just  man's  umbrella. 
— Old  Divine. 


From  Mr.  Henry  Lamond,  secretary  of  the  Loch 
Lomond  Angling  Improvement  Association,  I  have 
received  an  angling  chart  of  the  loch,  published  at 
2s.  Od.,  and  a  very  excellent  chart  it  appears  to  be. 
The  depth,  in  fathoms,  of  all  the  fishable  water  is 
most  carefully  marked,  and  I  can  imagine  that  after 
an  hour  or  two  of  study  overnight,  and  with  the 
map  in  his  pocket,  and  handy  for  reference  in  the 
morning,  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  a  newcomer 
to  the  loch  to  go  wrong,  and  easy  for  an  old  hand 
to  go  right.  Together  with  the  chart  is  much 
useful  information  as  to  how  to  get  to  the  loch, 
and  wliere  there  are  hotels  to  stay  at,  and 
where  there  are  none.  Then  we  are  told  of  "  boats 
and  boatmen,"  the  latter  we  are  advised  should  be 
"  timeously  engaged,"  being  scarce.  Further  we 
are  informed  as  to  where  we  can  hire  carriages,  and 
from  whence  we  can  send  letters  and  telegrams. 
The  seasons  and  best  times  for  fishing  are  given, 
and  a  word  of  warning  has  been  added  about  the 
illegal  capture  of  smolts,  parr  and  "kelt  "  fish,  and 
the  use  of  the  cross  line  or  otter.  Mr.  Lamond 
speaks  of  a  "  possible  elaboration  of  the  chart  at 
some  later  date,  but  in  its  present  form  it  consti- 
tutes a  very  useful  and  handy  guide  to  angling  in 
the  loch." 


I  note,  in  the  Glasgow  Herald  of  June  11,  that  a 
case  of  selling  unclean  fish  has  been  tried  and  con- 
victed at  the  Jury  Court.  Three  unseasonable 
sea-trout,  "  being  salmon  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Acts  "  were  exposed  for  sale,  and  were  purchased 
by  a  member  of  the  Western  Angling  Club.  The 
prosecution  was  then  brought  by  Mr.  Henry 
Lamond,  Secretary  of  the  Loch  Lomond  Angling 
Club,  and  much  expert  evidence  was  given  during 
the  hearing.  First  came  Mr.  Lamond,  who  said 
that  they  were  obviously  "kelt"  fish.  He  had 
never  seen  worse.  "  They  had  all  fallen  away, 
the  colour  was  not  so  clean  and  silvery  as  it 
ought  to  be,  and  the  heads  and  tails  were  out 
of  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  fish."  Professor 
John  Glaister  said  he  had  made  a  study  of 
migratory  fish.  "A  spawned  fish  was  one 
that  was  lean  and  emaciated  in  appearance,  the 
belly  walls  were  collapsed,  and  the  gills  infested 
with  parasites.  The  fish  complained  of  had  all  the 
appearance  of  spent  fish,  and  even  without  dissec- 
tion he  would  at  once  declare  they  were  '  kelts.' 
In  his  opinion  they  were  unfit  for  food."  Other 
evidence  having  been  brought  to  bear  on  the  case. 
His  Lordship  Sheriff  Scott  Moncrieff  found  the  case 
proved,  and  imposed  a  fine  of  10s.  for  each  offence 
with  expenses. 


The  members  and  friends  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society  have  invited  me  to  join  them  in 
a  "social  supper"  on  Tuesday,  June  30.  The 
rendezvous  is  Queen  Anne's  Restaurant,  27,  Cheap- 
side,  E.C.  They  have  a  good  secretary,  a  good  club 
room,  and  a  jolly  good  host.  On  the  card  of  invi- 
tation, which  may  safely  be  put  down  to  Hon.  Sec. 
Bentley,  is  the  following  : — "  This  day's  fortune  and 
pleasure,  and  this  night's  company  and  song,  do  all 
make  me  more  and  more  in  love  with  angling." 


As  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  Frensham 
Pond  Hotel  advertisement,  the  coarse  fishing  season 
opened  on  Tuesday  last  (June  16),  Some  good  re- 
ports have  arrived  as  to  the  quantity  of  fish  of  all 
kinds.  It  is  also  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  the 
newly-acquired  trout  stream  (now  nearly  three 
miles  in  length,  and  close  to  the  hotel)  has  been 
yielding  some  really  good  trout,  further  particulars 
of  which  will  appear  next  week. 


I  HEAR  from  my  friend  Mr,  J,  H,  While  that  on 
"our  opening  day"  some  of  the  banksmen,  per- 
severing in  spite  of  the  awful  condition  of  wind  and 
weather  which  then  prevailed,  did  fairly  well  at 
Hampton  Court.  Below  the  weir,  angling  for  barbel 
and  chub  was  a  thing  altogether  out  of  the 
question,  but  where  a  quiet  corner  could  be  found — 
and  they  were  not  too  plentiful — some  nice 
bream  and  roach  were  taken.  Mr.  While,  himself, 
brought  up  to  the  "Portugal,"  in  Fleet-street, 
some  161b.  of  mixed  fish,  which  included  bream, 
roach,  and  (a  rarity  from  the  Thames)  a  rudd  of 
l-i-lb.  The  biggest  bream  weighed  4|lb.  The 
roach  made  a  fair  average  show,  the  largest  being 
l-Jlb.  In  the  face  of  the  many  dolorous  letters  I 
have  received,  I  must  congratulate  Mr.  While  on 
his  success ;  it  was  a  case  of  persevering  under 
extreme  difficulty. 


One  Pound  reward  will  be  ^iven  to  any  person 
who  shall  give  such  information  as  will  lead  to  the 
conviction  of  anyone  illegally  taking  or  destroying 
fish  in  any  of  the  waters  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Suffolk  and  Essex  Fishery  Board,  Information 
may  be  given  to  any  river  bailiff  or  police  officer 
in  the  neighbourhood,  or  to  Mr,  H.  C.  Westgate, 
hon.  secretary  Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  New 
Cut  East,  Ipswich,  by  whom  the  said  reward  will 
will  be  paid. 


The  annual  delegate  meeting  of  the  societies 
enrolled  on  the  South  London  Anglers'  United 
Visiting  List  was  held  on  June  10.  The  officers  and 
auditors  of  the  list  were  elected.  Arrangements  to 
hold  a  competition  on  July  12  at  Yalding  were 
made,  with  a  vote  from  the  prize  fund  of  £5  towards 
the  prizes.  Special  delegate  meeting  to  be  held  on 
July  10,  at  the  Peckham  Bros.  A,  S.,  to  receive 
final  details. 


The  "  Anglers'  Guide  "  (the  familiar  little  red- 
covered  sixpenny)  is  now  in  the  hands  of  all 
members  of  the  Anglers'  Association.  Non-mem- 
bers may  obtain  a  copy  for  6d.  on  application  to 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  secretary,  2,  Firsby-road, 
Stamford  Hill.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
information  contained  in  its  ninety-two  pages  is 
extremely  useful  to  all  anglers. 


The  "Nipper"  writes  : — "Dear  Dragnet,  I  had  a 
very  curious  experience  on  Wednesday  evening. 
Whilst  fishing  a  deep  hole  in  a  neighbouring  stream 
a  water-rat  crossed  my  line,  and  striking  quickly 
I  hooked  the  little  beggar  in  the  tail,  played,  and 
successfully  landed  him.  He  fought  well,  and 
repeatedly  tried  to  bite  the  line.  It  was,  I  assure 
you,  great  sport.  Shall  I  dress  you  a  few  flies 
for  rat  fishing  ?  "  [No,  thanks  !  And  I  will  not 
say,  "Rats!"  But,  my  dear  "Nipper,"  do  you 
know  the  difference  between  a  water-rat  and  a 
vole  ?] 


"  Go  ask  papa,"  the  maiden  said. 
The  young  man  knew  papa  was  dead. 
Also  the  wicked  life  he'd  led — 
So  understood,  when  the  maiden  said, 
"  Go  ask  papa." 


Some  Welshmen  have  still  a  very  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  English  language,  and  many  tales 
are  told  of  laughable  incidents  owing  to  this  cause. 
One  of  these  relates  to  a  Welsh  farmer  whose 
command  of  "Saseneg"  was  very  limited, 
and  who  brought  a  horse,  whose  eyes  were 
not  of  the  best,  to  a  fair  for  sale.  The  horse 
attracted  the  attention  of  a  gentleman  who  offered 
to  purchase  it,  notwithstanding  that  the  owner 
explained  to  him  several  times  that  "  he  no  look 
very  well,"  Satisfied  with  his  "  looks,"  the  gentle- 
man purchased  him,  but  soon  found  out  he  was 
nearly  blind,  and  forthwith  accused  the  seller  of 
deceiving  him  as  to  the  merits  of  the  animal,  but 
after  some  cross-examination  he  discovered  that 
the  words  "he  no  look  very  well"  applied  not  to 
the  animals  "looks  "  but  to  his  eyesight ! 


It  is  needless  to  say  the  following  is  from 
America: — Don't  fail  to  tell  the  editor  you  are 
going  to  quit  taking  his  paper.  Don't  neglect  to 
say  you  "  know  whereof  you  speak,"  Don't  forget 
to  declare  that  you  expect  he  "  will  be  too  cowardly 
to  print  this,"  Don't  waste  time  trying  to  disguise 
your  handwriting.  Nobody  will  bother  over  it, 
iDon't  let  your  conscience  trouble  you  afterwards. 
You  have  neither  put  grey  hairs  in  the  editor's  head 
nor  caused  him  to  lose  sleep.  Don't  give  up  if  your 
letter  is  not  referred  to  in  the  next  issue.  Keep  on 
buying  the  paper  and  watching  for  it. 


"Water,  water  everywhere,  and  not  a  drop  to 
drink,"  sang  Coleridge,  He  should  have  lived  in 
this  year  of  fluidity,  and  he  would  not  have 
imagined  that  any  inhabitant  of  the  globe  could  be 
short  of  fresh  water.  But  in  some  parts  of  Scotland, 
strange  to  say,  there  has  hardly  been  enough  water 
to  mix  with  the  whisky- — and  my  kilted  brethren 
have  been  under  the  painful  necessity  of  taking  the 
national  beverage  neat.  One  good  result  must 
follow — our  local  rates  must  be  reduced  to  nil,  for 
no  water-carts  can  possibly  be  wanted  during  this 
century.  There  has  been  fishing  everywhere.  I  fully 
expected  to  see  fly-casting  from  the  Hotel  Metropole, 
and  roach  poles  busy  outside  Victoria  Station. 
Darwin  tells  us  that  in  the  process  of  evolution 
living  creatures  adapt  themselves  to  their  environ- 
ments. If  you  see  a  strange-looking  amphibious 
animal  toddUng  dovra  Fleet-street,  don't  pass  with- 
out the  usual  greeting,  but  recognise  the  effects  of 
recent  weather  on  Deagnet, 
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Provineial  flngling  liotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  St.  Paul's  Society  held  their  half-yearly- 
meeting  on  Tuesday  evening  last  when  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  members  answered  the  roll  call. 
The  balance  sheet  and  report  were  submitted,  and 
went  to  show  that  the  sum  of  £51  lay  in  the  bank 
to  the  credit  of  the  society ;  it  was  decided  to  fish 
the  annual  contest  in  the  river  Severn,  at  Upton- 
on-Severn,  on  July  12  next.  The  members  and 
friends  of  the  society,  and  also  the  members  of 
kindred  clubs,  will  travel  by  special  train 
to  Worcester  and  then  by  boat  to  Upton.  No 
booking  will  be  made  at  the  stations,  and  those 
requiring  tickets  will  have  to  take  them  from  the 
club  house,  the  Chapel  Hotel,  Great  Charles-street. 
The  train  and  boat  fare  for  the  double  journey  is 
fixed  at  3s.  6d.  £25  was  granted  for  prizes,  and 
Mr.  Warwick  Bagley  was  appointed  to  act  as 
referee.  The  New  Handsworth  Lion  Society  have 
decided  to  fish  their  first  annual  contest  at 
Upton-on-Severn  on  August  30  next.  There  will 
be  a  great  number  of  contests  fished  at  Upton  this 
season.  Some  very  good  trout  have  been  taken 
during  the  past  week  from  the  Severn,  in  the 
Bewdley  and  Arlej'  districts,  some  of  the  fish  at  the 
former  place  weighing  over  2Jlb.  and  were  in  fine 
condition.  The  best  fish  were  caught  with  the 
spinning  minnow.  Some  good  fish  were  taken  from 
private  water  near  to  our  city.  On  the  Blythe, 
near  to  Hampstil  Bedware,  some  good  fish  have 
been  taken.  The  Teme,  at  Ludlow  and  Knightwick, 
has  also  provided  good  sport.  The  coarse  fishing 
prospects  are  good,  and  when  the  rivers,  which  are 
now  more  or  less  discoloured,  are  all  right  again 
sport  will  be  good.  Pool  and  canal  fishing  is  now 
all  right.  A  number  of  large  pools  have  been  re- 
stocked, and  a  quantity  of  fish  have  been  placed  in 
the  Public  Park  pools.  The  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  have  decided  to  fish  there  annual  con- 
test at  Tewkesbury,  in  the  river  Severn,  on  the 
second  Monday  in  September,  when  the  sum  of  £80 
will  be  competed  for. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  coarse  fishing  season,  which  opened  on 
Tuesday,  promises  to  be  a  successful  one,  although 
the  early  sport  was  a  trifle  upset  by  the  heavy  rain 
which  fell  in  the  district  on  Sunday  and  Monday. 
The  spawning  season  has  been  exceptionally  good. 
The  waters  have  remained  about  the  same  level 
ever  since  it  commenced,  and  the  absence  of  flood, 
therefore,  has  greatly  favoured  the  process.  The 
bream  in  the  Witham  are  said  to  be  recovering 
rapidly,  but  roach  are  not  so  forward,  and  the 
efforts  which  are  being  made  to  secure  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  season  are  meeting  with  much  favour. 
Roding  operations  along  the  Forty -foot  have 
already  been  effected,  but  the  bottom  weed  will 
require  cutting  again  before  sport  can  be  carried  on 
with  any  degree  of  comfort.  This  river  and  its 
tributaries  are  literally  teeming  with  fish,  and  the 
opening  weeks  of  the  season  are  usually  productive 
of  some  heavy  baskets  of  bream  and  eels.  Since 
the  rain  fell  trout  fishing  has  improved,  but  the 
continued  cold  north-east  winds  nre  still  having  an 
adverse  influence  on  the  sport.  The  few  rods  which 
were  out  on  Tuesday  reported  that  the  fish  were  rising 
■  freely  at  the  fly,  but  the  best  sport  was  had  by  those 
who  angled  up  stream  with  the  maggot  and  worm. 
Both  branches  of  angling,  however,  are  greatly  in 
need  of  a  spell  of  warm  weather. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  most  of  the  tributaries  are  in 
grand  trim  for  all-round  angling,  and  the  coarse 
fish  seem  to  be  in  fairly  good  condition.  A  few  very 
good  trout  have  been  secured  in  the  tidal  waters 
during  the  past  week  or  so,  and  one  of  about  41b. 
is  reported  from  the  Arram  district.  Shoals  of 
coarse  fish  are  to  be  seen  scouring  in  the  Hempholme 
district,  and  the  tidal  waters  are  alive  with  large 
fish,  so  that  prospects  are  very  good.  At  the 
second  match  of  the  River  Hull  Angling  Association, 
which  was  fished  in  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge, 
Messrs.  G.  Skow,  T.  Jones,  and  Joseph  Bell  were  tne 
first  three  winners  ;  and  at  the  Beverley  Association 
match,  which  took  place  at  Minto  Flatts,  Messrs. 
J.  Bolton,  H.  Allen,  and  A.  Davis  secured  the  first 
three  prizes.  Several  club  matches  are  down  for 
competition  during  the  week,  both  in  the  rivers 
Hull  and  Ancholme,  and  as  an  agreeable  change  of 
the  weather  has  taken  place  since  the  heavy  rains 
sport  should  be  good. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  -  day  the  Urmston  Angling  Society  are 
fishing  for  the  honour  of  holding  their  challenge 


cup  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  Warrington  Anglers 
are  soon  to  have  another  holiday,  locally  known  as 
"walking  day,"  when  a  lot  of  angling  is  to  be 
indulged  in.  Preparations  are  in  hand  for  several 
outings  by  associations  and  individuals.  The 
Howley,  Travellers,  Mersey,  and  other  societies 
announce  their  openingfixtures.  The  local  association 
are  forging  ahead  and  membership  steadily  increasing. 
At  Liverpool  much  the  same  state  of  things  exists. 
The  City,  Nelson,  Edgehill  and  others  are  very 
active.  On  June  17,  the  Levenshulme  Angling 
Society  decided  the  first  stage  of  the  annual  club 
championship.  Rivers  in  this  county  have  not 
been  in  a  condition  to  favour  good  fishing.  The 
cold  weather  following  so  unexpectedly  on  the 
extremely  high  temperature,  coupled  with  the  low 
clear  water,  has  practically  limited  fishing  to  early 
and  late  in  the  day,  with  few  exceptions.  It  is 
stated  that  the  fire  at  a  salt  works  near  Middlewich 
is  responsible  for  killing  thousands  of  fish  —  the 
water  used  by  the  fire  engines  doing  the  job. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Every  coarse  fisher  in  this  city  is  delighted  to 
know  that  once  more  he  can  go  and  fish  without 
fear  and  without  reproach.  It  is  to  bo  hoped  that 
this  season  they  will  have  more  real  enjoyment 
than  they  experienced  last  season.  On  Monday 
last  the  Moss  Sid«  Socials  arranged  for  the  visit  to 
Vale  Royal  on  June  27  and  28.  There  will  be  three 
hours'  fishing  each  day.  The  annual  inter-club 
fixture  with  the  Salford  Socials  is  fixed  for 
July  19.  They  have  also  decided  to  open 
a  subscription  list  for  the  benefit  of  the 
orphans  of  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo. 
Coddington,  of  Dogdyke.  At  the  next  meeting  the 
after  proceedings  will  be  a  social,  and  the  members 
will  have  the  chance  of  having  a  peep  at  the  cup 
the  assistant-secretary  won  in  the  great  walk  to 
Southport.  On  Monday  last  the  Hulme  Crown 
Angling  Society  decided  to  open  the  season  at 
Chester.  The  wirmers  of  the  challenge  cup  and 
medals  offered  by  the  George  Angling  Society  on 
June  13  are  Messrs.  i-!.  Davies,  J.  Craven,  and  T. 
Hoff.  The  next  contest  is  on  Saturday,  July  4. 
To-morrow  the  Ardwick  Angling  Society  open 
the  season  at  Staines.  The  Craven  Angling  Society, 
Salford,  open  on  July  5  at  Althorpe.  Master 
Sharpies,  Salford,  has  the  honour  of  taking  a  nice 
roach  from  the  Bridgwater  Canal  of  lib.  5oz. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

A  bright  sunny.morning  for  the  opening  day  was 
followed  by  showers  and  a  cold  biting  wind  from 
the  north-east ;  anglers  were  out  in  force  on  various 
parts  of  the  river,  which,  through  rain,  had  under- 
gone a  rise  of  about  a  foot.  Not  much  sport  was 
reported  to  have  been  obtained,  and  doubtless  the 
lack  was  due  to  the  change  in  the  water.  Roach  and 
chub  were  creeled  at  Kelham  with  the  caddis  grub  and 
gentle,  and  some  choice  dace  were  forthcoming  from 
the  streams  near  Burton  Joyce  Rack.  Eels  were 
caught  with  the  worm  at  Shardlow  and  Cavendish 
Bridge,  and  also  at  Attenborough  and  Barton. 
Many  ran  over  lib.  each,  and  this  season  the  Trent 
seems  heavily  stocked.  Evidently  the  floods  in  the 
early  spring  brought  up  any  quantity.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  less  active  on  the  tributaries,  and 
owing  to  cold  nights  few  fish  appear  to  have  risen 
to  the  fly.  Salmon  fishing;  on  the  main  river  has 
resulted  in  vmiversal  failure,  though,  truth  to  tell, 
scarcely  a  votary  has  attempted  the  sport,  so  scarce 
have  been  the  fish. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  almost  continuous  rain; 
the  rivers  Teme  and  Avon  are  high  and  very  much 
discoloured.  The  Severn  is  rising,  but  continues  clear 
and  in  good  fishing  form,  and  as  the  sun  has  favoured 
us  with  its  presence  again  I  trust  we  have  better 
times  coming.  The  close  season  for  coarse  fish 
ended  on  Monday  and  numerous  competitions 
among  the  various  local  clubs  have  been  arranged, 
but  unless  the  Teme  and  Avon  quickly  clear  several 
will  have  to  be  postponed.  The  recently-formed 
Fountain  Club  have  become  affiliated  with  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association,  and  another  club 
has  been  formed  at  the  Railway  Inn,  and 
also  seek  affiliation  with  the  same  associa- 
tion. The  Sabrina  Club  held  their  quarterly 
meeting  at  their  headquarters,  the  Plough 
Inn,  Fish-street,  on  Tuesday  evening,  when 
ten  new  members  were  elected,  and  the  club  and 
funds  were  reported  to  be  in  a  very  promising  con- 
dition, their  first  competition  being  arranged  for 
Saturdav,  July  4.  in  the  Teme  at  KnigVitwick.  The 
City  Club  are  adding  largely  to  their  membership, 
and  have  fixed  their  first  three  competitions,  June 
20  and  25,  in  the  club  water.  Lower  Teme,  and  at 
Knightwick,  August  6.  Twaite  fishing  in  the  Teme 
has  been  stopped  by  the  high  and  muddy  state  of 
the  water,  and  it  is  feared  they  will  be  on  their  way 


to  the  sea  before  the  water  is  in  condition  again. 
Very  few  rods  were  out  during  the  past  week,  and 
trout  fishing  far  from  good.  The  May  Fly  season 
seems  to  have  suddenly  come  to  an  end.  and  at  no 
time  did  the  trout  seem  eager  for  them.  Mr.  Martin 
Perkes  and  others  did  fairly  well  with  the  maggot, 
and  some  good  sized  fish  were  taken  with  the 
minnow.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  the  Hop  Pole  Hotel, 
Bromyard,  was  successful  on  Saturday  evening  in 
landing  a  trout  out  of  a  brook  there  weighing  lib. 
5oz.,  baiting  with  a  lob  worm. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  has  not 
brought  great  things  for  local  anglers,  but  they  had 
not  great  expectations,  the  wretched  state  of  the 
weather  having  prepared  them  for  disappointment. 
Tuesday  (June  Hi)  was  a  most  deceptive  day,  and 
calculated  to  raise  the  hopes  of  coarse  fishers,  who, 
despite  seemingly  adverse  conditions,  are  anticipa- 
ting a  very  good  season  for  fish  generally.  The 
sunshine  and  warmth  gave  place  on  Wednesday 
to  northerly  winds  and  persistent  rains.  The 
change  was  most  unfortunate,  for,  being  the 
half-holiday  in  York,  anglers  were  expected 
to  turn  out  in  larger  numbers.  A  atart 
was  made  by  catching  a  number  of  good 
roach  with  paste  in  the  Ouse.  The  freshets  last 
week  made  the  eels  very  lively,  and  many  were 
taken.  Early  this  week  good  work  was  done  amono- 
these  fish  in  the  Foss.  Never  before,  it  is  said,  had 
such  fine  eels  been  taken  in  the  river.  Their  presence 
was  attributed  to  the  Ouse  freshets.  Two  anglers 
have  been  fined  small  amounts  for  illegal  fishing  in 
the  Foss  during  the  close  season.  In  the  light  of 
the  controversy  as  to  whether  the  river  was  really 
exempt  or  not,  the  decision  is  not  without  interest 
to  rodmen. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Sport,  generally  speaking,  has  been  backward  on 
the  principal  lakes  and  rivers,  owing  to  the  existing 
weather  conditions.  Some  fair  sport  has  been  had 
in  the  late  evenings  at  times  when  breezes  spring 
up.  The  Cork  rivers,  which  still  hold  fair  volumes 
of  water,  have  afforded  some  sport  at  salmon  and 
sea-trout,  but  very  little  has  been  done  on  the 
other  Munster  waters.  The  Connaught  lakes  have 
yielded  respectable  sport  occasionally,  but  rain  is 
badly  needed  all  over  the  country  before  good 
sport  in  any  department  can  be  expected  anywhere. 
Sea  angling  is  now  giving  fine  sport,  especially 
in  the  counties  of  Cork  and  Kerry.  Bass  and 
pollack  have  yielded  splendid  sport.  At  Waterville 
on  one  day  last  week  Messrs.  W.  J.  Jones  and  M. 
Healy  caught  ninety-eight  pollack  in  about  six 
hours.  The  fish  were  not  weighed  in,  but  the 
aggregate  weight  was  estimated  to  be  about  3^cwt. 
Mackerel  are  very  numerous  between  Dingle  and 
Castletown  (co.  Cork),  and  good  sport  has  been  had 
among  those  fish  in  the  district  referred  to.  Cod, 
scad,  garfish,  bream,  gurnard,  and  haddocks  are 
numerous  at  several  places  on  the  south-western 
coast.  The  prospects  in  general  were  seldom  better 
at  this  time  at  the  principal  stations  in  the  country. 


NATIONAL  ANGLING  CLUBS' 
COMPETITION. 


The  annual  competition  by  the  National  Angling 
Clubs'  Association  was  held  on  Loch  Leven 
on  Wednesday,  June  10,  and  proved  the 
most  successful  competition  on  the  loch  in 
this  most  unproductive  of  all  seasons  there. 
Forty-three  representatives  of  angling  clubs  com- 
peted, there  being  also  three  members  of  committee. 
The  wind  was  rather  gusty  from  the  north-east, 
with  a  dull  sky  till  the  afternoon,  when  the  sun 
shone  out  at  times.  There  was  no  rise  of  fish  on, 
and  the  anglers  got  an  occasional  fish  throughout 
the  competition.  Four  English  clubs  were  repre- 
sented, though  anglers  from  across  the  Border  have 
seldom  in  recent  years  taken  a  place  in  the  prize 
list.  The  last  occasion  on  which  the  championship 
was  carried  to  England  was  in  1893,  when  the 
honour  went  to  Mr.  Harden,  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  who  had  a  catch  of  six  trout,  61b.  2oz. 
At  the  close  of  the  competition  it  was  foimd  that 
seven  of  the  competitors  were  clean. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  Ready, 
price  2.<;.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  ''The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cal)inet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Drj'  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  fJrayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian "of  the  PUhing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had 
post  free,  by  sending  fs.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 
St.  Duustan's  House,  Fjtter-Iane,  London. 
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TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Ci  uachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
tlie  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  flsli 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Taynuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Statfa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  C'rinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  in  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  SutherlandsWre,  N.B 

MALCOLM  MCINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  tinest  sceneryof  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
OUce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RBCENTLY  REBUILT  AND  BNLARQKD), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggo. 
Splendid  Eiver  and  Loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.      Every    modern  convenient 
Posting.  Telegrams. 

Mks.  MITCHELL,  Proprietress. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/.  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day,  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


ORKNEY. 

Mackay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness. 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs. 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor 

Late  jMaso7is  Arms  Hotel. 

Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  fi-inn  Leilh  and  Aberdeen  to 
Slie.tliind,  Fire  Times  Meekly. 
There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
'I  here  is  also  line  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswiek  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  Biitish  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(Including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  Zn.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


Good  Free  Fishing"  in  River 
and  Loch. 


Saliron,  Sea-Trout,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch. 

BOARD-RESIDENCE,  CARTREFLE, 
LOCH  MABEN,  N.B. 

Miss  Rutherfurd  has  taken  out  Licenses 
in  Preserved  Water  for  the  benefit  of  her 
visitors. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALV10N,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Culleu,  Den-y- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charo-e 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and, 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Pish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2|  miles 
from  Dungloe.  — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Go.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loug-hanure 
Fishery. 

H  ANION'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL 


RAILWAY  HOTEU 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+ milet 
aistant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  owi. 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  beat.  Terms 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNER8,  Proprietor 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 

DUNKINEELY,  CO.  DONEGAL, 

Five  miles  Salmoy  and  Sea-Trout  Fishing  on 
Oiley  River,  four  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout 
I'lshuig  on  Stragar  River.  Two  excellent  Brown 
Trout  and  Char  Lake.s.Good  Sea  Fishing— Pollack 
Mackerel,  etc.  Fishing  free  to  Hotel  Visitors 
Good  boats  and  men.  Beautiful  scenery.  Five 
minutes  from  Railway.  Good  accommodation. 
Terms  moderate.  Also  4,000  acres  carefully 
preserved  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Woodcock,  Snipe, 
Partridge,  and  Hare  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel,    Can  be  let  at  per  day  or  otherwi.se. 


QTSS  THE  SI*OT. 

The  Donegal  Highlands.  —  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  on  the 
very  bank  of  Gweedore  Eiver,  within 
a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon  pools, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes 
drive  of  Crolly  Eailway  Station. 

Telegra  m«— Pro  prietor. 


FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

HOTELS: 

CORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALUNA. 

These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management.  Visitors  can  fish  both  River 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a 
mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
men  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate.— For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "Manager, 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams, 
"  Flynn,  Ballina." 


TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 
FOXFOrCD,  CO.  IVIayo. 

Salmon  Fishing-  on  the  Moy, 

Two  days'  free  fisliing  for  start  ;  7/6  per  day 
afterwards.  Good  Trout  and  Rough  Fishiu" 
free  ;  also  free  boat.  Fur  terms  of  Board,  etc" 
apply  to  the  proprietor, 

.JOHN  J.  JOHNSTON. 


SWEENEY'S  MOTEIL, 

iDuitr/lof-,  Co.  Bonef/al) 

Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  co.  Galway. 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

OXJGHTERJLRD. 

Cbree  to  Lough.    Free  Fishing.   Trout,  Salmon, 
Perch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also  Wild 
Fowl  Shooting. 

The  Coi'rib  is  3.5  miles  in  length  and  covers  3 
sc|uare  miles,  with  numerous  beautiful  Isbnuls. 

Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  sani- 
tary arrangements  on  the  most  modern  system 

Inclusive  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £2  2s, 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHI  ON,  Proprietor 


LOUGH  CORRIB.- KILBEG  HOTEL 

■Sheltered  l)y  pine  woods  ;  centrally  situated  on 
the  shores  of  Lough  Ct)rrib,  between  Galway, 
tong,  and  Oughterard.  Every  convenience  ;  free 
(islung  ;  no  waste  of  time  or  car  hire  ;  daily 
mad  ;  good  men  and  boats ;  steamer  plyin<' 
)etween  Galway  and  Cong  calls  at  landing  sta^e 
;wice  daily.  Now  is  the  time  for  the  big  pike 
and  trout,  plenty  of  s.almou  on  the  run.  Write 
tor  inclusive  terms  to  proprietor,  T.  MURPHY 
li-ilbeg,  Headford,  co.  Galway. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern'  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9.1. 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  ^2  ;  week,  7s.  6(1  ■ 
and  day,  2,v.  6(/.— to  fish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  kilrea  to  Toome.  From  the  Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21.v.  per  week,  and  day,  5,«.  Boat 
and  man,  5s.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  foxford,  co.  Mayo. 
Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  Healt. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb.  to 
t  lb.  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
12  lb.  and  over.  Very  large  Pike  have  been 
captured.  TheaboveHotel  has  been  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory. 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate 
  T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

ANGLESEY,  NORTH  WALES. 

Under  New  Management.  Trout  Fish' 
ing  in  Coron  Lake,  best  in  North  Wales, 
with  fly,  minnow,  or  worm.  Central  for 
Anglesey  Waters  ;  mostly  free.  Sea  and 
Coarse  Fishing  at  convenient  distance. 
Free  use  of  boats,  and  moderate  terms. 
-Apply,  Owen  Morris,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TT  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

dotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
^olf  links  ;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing, 
■apital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
Bivei'  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Conjn  Lake,  Bodorgan  ; 
ill  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


MERRICK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake— the  best  in 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
if  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing ;  also 
lea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
:ui3ine.  —Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BTLLINGE,  Proprietor. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

(  V  THE 

ISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  b«  obtatned  from  the  Publtiberi, 
Price  8s.  6d. 


TJondrinflod  Wells, 


JROCK  HOTEL 

Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 
reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 
Goir  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 


TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  LAKE,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  6  lbs.  in  weight;  no  coarse  tlsh  in  lake 
Limitefl  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3«.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude 
.■reason,  £10  ;  month,  £5  ;  fortnightly,  £3  • 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 


HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
<  ookmg  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  CutleiT, 
txlass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  5 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Wishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £1  5s.  per  week.— Wadswokth,  St. 
Ives,  Hunts. 


OUT  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler's  Paradise  "j  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 

Luxurious  and  Tneirpensive  Travel. 
Sailiuf/s  H'eekly, 

TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajana 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaaia,  North  Finland 
Terms  very  moderate.  Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.  For  lull  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAM.SHIP  CO.,Helsingfors, 
or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 

I  ju  s  o  N      I  NT  c 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall  : 
r.UMLEY,  NEWTON*  DO  WELL,  16,  .St.  James's 
Street,  S.W.;  COOK'S,  Ludgate  Circus  ;  or  W.  E. 
BOTT&CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  B.C. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE 
FISHERY. 

Now  open  to  the  public  on  payment  of  1/- 
per  rod.  Jacking,  2/6  per  day.  Hire  of 
punt,  2/G  per  day.  Three  Guinea  Silver 
Cup  for  best  Pike,  and  Two  Guinea 
Silver  Cigarette  Case  for  best  Carp  taken 
during  the  season.  Lake  contains  all 
kinds  of  Coarse  Fish.  Season  Tickets 
30/.,  including  Jacking,  &c. ;  and  21/-, 

not  including  Jacking. 
.Salmon  and  Fly  Casting  taught  by  the  Keeper. 
Book  to  VVi.MBLEpoN  Park  Station. 


HEALTH  RESORT,  KYLLBURG 

(EIFEL). 

Railway  Station  (rapid  trains  stop),  between 
Cologne  and  Treues. 

EIFELER=HOF. 

Recommended  First-class  Hotel  Pension.  150 
Rooms.  Every  Modern  Comf 01 1.  Good  Attend- 
ance. Beautifully  situated.  Two  minutes  from 
Promenades  and  Parks,  with  finest  view  over 
the  'Valley. 

Open    and    Covered    Verandahs.  Baths. 
Electric  Light.    Lawn  Tennis.  Hunting. 
Fisiiing. 

Botel  owns  12i  miles  of  Trout  Fishing 

on  the  Kyll  Jiiver. 
Pension  arrangements  (including  rooms)  from 
4  marks. 

W.  SCHULTE,  Proprietor.  H.  STIEL,  Director. 


|QS.gD.,j2s.,:,i,.,  ^„ 

Bantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades ;  pure  wool ;  stylish,  durable ; 
unexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suits 
and  costumes ;  patterns  free.  Thomas 
CoPiTHORNE,  Bantry,  Ireland, 
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ilofes  from  f^c  iTori^. 

Mh.  James  Scott,  engineer,  Aberdeen,  killed  on 
^  small  Hare's  Ear  a  fine  brown  trout  of  4Jlb.  in  a 
little  bit  of  a  dam  off  the  Culter  Burn,  a  tributary 
of  the  Dee,  on  Saturday  afternoon.  A  more  in- 
significant place  for  such  a  beauty  it  would  be  hard 
to  conceive,  yet  "  many  a  gem  of  purest  ray 
serene,"  etc. 


One  thousand  Lovat  Scouts  are  encamped  at 
Beaufort  Castle  doing  their  summer  training.  They 
come  from  all  parts  of  the  highlands,  are  mostly 
keepers,  shepherds,  gillies  or  crofters,  and  ail 
sportsmen  born  and  bred. 


The  fry  hatched  out  in  the  various  hatcheries 
during  the  early  spring  is  now  being  deposited  h^re 
and  there  in  their  respective  rivers.  Thousands 
were  "  planted  "  last  week  in  the  Dee  and  the  Spey 
at  Carron. 


Haddock-liver  and  herring-milt  are  two  of  the 
most  fatal  baits  that  can  be  offered  to  fresh-run 
finnock  or  sea-trout.  The  earth-worm  answers  at 
all  times  with  gtilse  fresh  up  from  the  sea,  and  even 
the  lordly  salmon  has  a  penchant  for  the  "  garden 
fly,"  especially  in  a  brown  summer  spate. 

Autumn  quarters  are  already  being  eagerly  sought 
after  on  the  Tay,  Dee,  Don,  and  Spey,  and  such 
like  localities,  while  low  ground  shootings  with  a 
bit  of  angling  thrown  in  are  already  at  a  premium. 
Everything  points  to  a  busy  season  in  the  North. 

The  King's  water  at  Balmoral  is  now  at  its  best 
so  far  as  the  head  of  fish  in  the  pools  is  concerned, 
while  the  Braemar  anglers  on  the  reaches  above  are 
also  having  a  good  time  of  it. 


Mr.  Krough.  Huntly.  advises  me  that  the  Deveron 
is  "no  good  "  for  anything  till  a  spate  comes.  It 
is  useless  also  in  the  Cabrach. 


On  Saturday  morning  the  Grampians  at  King- 
caussie  were  covered  with  snow,  and  as  the  day 
advanced  several  showers  fell,  making  the  scene 
more  like  January  than  June.     Special  Scotch. 


TARPON  AND  TUNA. 
WHICH  IS  THE  HARDEST  FIGHTER  ? 

A  EECENT  article  states  that  the  tarpon  and  tuna 
are  recognised  as  the  two  great  game  fishes,  but 
that  the  tuna  is  "but  the  wind  that  blows  "  com- 
pared to  the  doughty  tarpon. 

This  is  at  such  variance  with  my  experience  with 
both  of  these  fishes  that  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  some  "  catfish  "  angler  is  trying  to  get  a  rise 
from  among  the  sea  anglers,  and  that  he  has  never 
seen  a  tuna,  much  less  a  tarpon.  The  relative  game 
quahties  of  these  two  fishes  will  doubtless  always 
be  a  question  for  dispute,  and  it  is  mainly  a  matter 
of  individual  experience  ;  but  when  it  comes  to  the 
question  of  fighting  qualities  there  can  be  but  one 
view.  The  tuna  is  the  king,  and  I  say  this  well 
knowing  the  struggles  some  anglers  have  had  with 
the  tarpon.  I  have  caught  both  fishes,  and  both 
have  so  many  splendid  qualities  appealing  to  the 
angler  that  I  would  in  a  just  and  fair  summing  up  on 
pomts  place  them  on  a  par ;  but  the  tarpon  is  aherring, 
while  the  tuna  is  the  king  of  the  mackerel.  You 
may  see  the  tarpon  lying  in  some  snug  corner  or 
under  mangroves  like  a  garfish  or  pickerel.  No  one 
ever  saw  a  tuna  at  rest ;  it  is  the  prototype  of  action 
and  restless  energy— always  rushing  or  moving — a 
hunter  par  excellence. 

I  shall  never  forget  my  return  to  tarpon  fishino- 
after  several  seasons  of  the  tuna.  At  first  I  was 
amazed  at  the  ease  with  which  I  managed  my  catch. 
None  of  my  fi,h  were  under  five  feet,  and  none  took 
me  over  fifteen  minutes  to  land— with  an  8-|ft.  rod 
—and  in  no  case  did  I  push  the  fishing.  If  I  had, 
ten  minutes  would  have  seen  the  quietus  of  every 
tarpon.  And  this  is  no  reflection  on  this  splendid 
game  that  went  into  the  air  like  a  bird,  a  dazzling, 
blazing  glory  of  the  sea.  to  fire  one's  blood  with  the 
desire  for  conqueHt  along  this  line,  without  end. 

Certain  long,  slender  tarpon  have  been  known  to 
fight  for  several  hours.  One  towed  a  party  of  New 
England  anglers  several  hours  at  nighc.  Another 
towed  a  boat  three  hours  out  into  the  gulf,  and  the 
experience  of  a  single  season  of  tarpon  in  Florida 
and  Texas  would  make  a  book  ;  yet  I  have  never 
heard  of  a  tarpon  that  cou'd  equal  the  figlit  made 
at  Santa  Catalina.  in  which  Mr.  Woods,  of  Chicago, 
was  fought  for  seven  hours,  the  rod  being  then  taken 
by  his  boatman,  who  played  or  fought  the  fish 
seven  hours  more,  and  then  the  fish  escaped  after 
showing  about  a  foot  of  its  broad  tail  that  suggested 
an  eight-foot  fish.    Neither  has  Judge  Beemishe's 


play,  during  which  he  was  towed  twenty  miles, 
been  equaled ;  and  it  should  be  mentioned  that 
nearly  all  tarpon  are  caught  and  played  from  light 
boats  that  no  angler  would  think  of  hooking  a  tuna 
from,  18ft.  or  20ft.  four  horse-power  launches  being 
used  in  all  these  contests,  the  boat  alone  being  a 
very  heavy  pull  for  the  fish. 

The  two  fish  are  noble  jumpers,  but  the  tuna 
does  not  leap  when  hooked,  and  here  the  tarpon 
scores  against  it,  but  the  tuna  gives  spectacular 
displays  when  feeding,  and  has  been  known  to 
jump  over  the  boat  of  an  angler.  The  tarpon  is 
caught  mainly  in  shallow  water,  hence  does  not 
sulk  to  any  marked  degree,  unless  it  is  taken  in  the 
deep  channel  or  reaches  deep  water,  when  it  out- 
sulks  the  king  of  the  sulkers,  the  salmon.  But  the 
tuna  is  a  blue  water  fish,  and  will  often  plunge 
down,  though  some  of  the  best  fish  that  have  been 
taken  have  played  near  the  surface.  The  tarpon 
varies  —  some  are  very  gamy,  others  are  poor 
fighters,  and  the  same  is  true  of  the  tuna.  Certain 
male  fishes,  during  the  breeding  or  spawning 
season,  are  weak  and  can  be  caught  by  women ; 
indeed,  a  boy  has  been  known  to  catch  such  a  fish 
which  weighed  over  1501b.,  and  I  have  seen  a  boy 
not  over  twelve  years  of  age  land  a  six-foot  tarpon 
in  ten  minutes,  but  these  fishes  were  not  normal. 
A  tuna  weighing  1231b.  in  its  best  condition  will 
fight  successfully  from  three  to  five  hours,  towing  a 
heavy  boat  from  ten  to  twenty  miles,  and  this  certainly 
cannot  be  said  of  any  tarpon  of  similar  size ;  and 
after  long  experience  with  both,  I  consider  that  one 
tuna  of  1251b.  or  130!b.,  if  harnessed  to  two  tarpons 
of  like  weight,  would  drown  them  or  tow  them 
both.  There  is  no  surrender  to  the  tuna  ;  he  fights 
to  the  last,  and  often  comes  in  as  dead  as  a  door- 
nail, dying  of  heart  failure. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  disparage  the  splendid 
tarpon  that  has  no  peer  in  its  peculiar  field,  but 
physically  it  is  no  match  for  the  tuna  poimd  for 
pound,  the  latter  occupying  a  field  quite  as  peculiar 
and  distinct.  In  a  recent  book  on  tarpon  fishing, 
published  by  an  English  sportsman,  he  claims  that 
no  skill  is  necessary  m  t  aking  these  fishes.  I  venture 
the  statement  that  this  gentleman  has  yet  to  meet 
a  tarpon  at  its  best,  as  such  a  fish  can  easily 
demoralise  a  tyro.  It  is  difficult  to  tell  what  the 
Florida  average  of  rod  catches  is,  but  Aransas  Pass 
alone  claims  178  tarpon  taken  during  the  season  of 
1902.  I  have  not  the  figures,  but  I  doubt  if  any 
angler  has  taken  over  seventeen  tunas  at  Avalon 
in  any  one  season,  or  that  100  fish  over  1001b.  weight 
have  been  taken  in  any  one  season.  Hundreds  of 
tunas  are  hooked,  and  they  are  there  by  thousands, 
but  almost  every  novice  loses  ten  or  twelve  to  every 
one  hooked,  and  the  surface  strike  and  fierce  rush, 
throwing  the  water  high  in  the  air,  I  have  seen 
demoralise  an  angler  so  thoroughly  that  he  hooked 
but  one  in  twenty — more  or  less.  In  taking  a 
number  of  tarpon,  which  were  over  5ft.  in  length, 
none  towed  my  boat — a  very  light  one — 200ft.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  never  hooked  but  one  tuna  that 
did  not  tow  me  from  two  to  ten  niUes ;  but  there 
"  are  others,"  and  doubtless  they  have  had  quite 
different  experiences  with  this  splendid  game. — 
LowHoOK  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


letters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


THE  "  FREE  WATER  "  AND  FRESH-WATER 
FISHERIES  OF  THE  WYE  (HEREFORD- 
SHIRE). 

Sir, — Your  readers  are  probably  most  of  them 
anglers,  and  not  easily  moved  by  an  appeal  made 
by  net  fishermen.  Still,  all  men  love  fair  play,  and 
I  venture  to  relate  the  following  story  of  hardship 
in  your  hospitable  columns. 

We  have  on  the  Wye  in  Herefordshire  a  well- 
known  free  water  or  common  of  fishery,  extending 
for  seven  miles  on  both  sides  of  this  "great  river, 
from  Blackwell's  Ditch  to  Strangwood  Gorse.  It  is 
in  the  fresh  water,  and  is  free  to  all  freeholders  in 
the  Hundred  of  Wormelow  to  fish  therein  with 
rod  or  net. 

From  time  immemorial,  the  fishermen  of  the 
villages  of  Sellaek  and  Hoarwithy,  bordering  on 
the  river,  have,  as  their  industry  and  livelihood, 
used  their  nets  to  take  salmon  in  the  free  water, 
and  it  is  on  record  that  "one.  Cook,  who  fished  in 
water  in  Ross  and  Horewithy,  did  catch  and  send 
to  Worster  in  two  weeks  (between  May  and  June)  a 
tun  of  salmon  in  each  week,  besides  what  he  sold 
elsewhere.  That  was  in  1759,  and  for  the  last  past 
four  years  I  believe  the  said  Cook  and  others  did 
catch  as  many  a-j  in  that  season.  There  was  great 
plenty  of  salmon  then  in  Severn.  Wye,  and  Uske." 

There  has  been  no  interruption  of  the  fishing 
there  froiR  that  date,  except  such  as  the  com- 


pliance with  weekly  and  annual  close  seasons,  mesh 
of  nets,  and  payment  of  licence  duties  call  for, 
until  the  present  year,  and  all  the  regulations  of 
the  Fishery  Board,  including  a  partial  cessation  of 
night  fishing,  have  been  duly  observed  by  the  free 
water  fishermen. 

This  year,  however,  without  rhyme  or  rea=on, 
the  Board  has  passed,  and  obtained  the  sanction  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  to,  a  set  of  byo-laws  of  a  most 
drastic  and  oppressive  kind,  unparalleled  in  severity 
on  any  river  in  England  since  the  power  to  make 
bye-laws  was  first  conferred  on  fishery  boards  by 
the  Act,  1873 

1.  The  annual  close  season  is  to  extend  from 
Aug.  16  to  May  1,  or  257  days. 

2.  The  weekly  close  time  to  be  forty-eight  hours. 

3.  Night  fishing  is  declared  illegal  for  the  whole 
of  the  season. 

4.  The  tuck  net  (a  form  of  net  resembling  a 
coraclo  net,  though  larger)  is  made  illegal,  also  all 
draft-nets  in  fresh  water. 

5.  The  beating  net  (the  form  of  net  used  on  the 
Usk,  and  where  it  is  allowed  to  be  of  80  yards  in 
length)  is  not  to  be  used  if  more  than  40  yards 
long. 

6.  The  licence  duty  for  this  beating  net  (to  be 
shortened,  as  stated,  from  80  yards — its  present 
length — to  40  yards)  is  increased  from  £5  to  £20  for 
each  net. 

Bye-laws  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  are  pretty  stiff,  taken 
together,  but  are  just  bearable. 

Of  bye  laws  4,  5,  and  6,  the  chief  complaint  is 
made,  and  which,  enforced  as  they  now  are,  com- 
pletely kill  and  destroy  the  industry  of  these  free 
water  fishermen  and  of  other  fishermen. 

The  tuck  net  was  a  very  harmless  kind  of  net, 
and  has  been  so  described  by  the  Inspector  of 
Fisheries.  It  was  the  special  net  of  this  fishery, 
suited  to  the  river  there,  not  needing  landing-places, 
and  was  used  in  wet  seasons. 

The  beating  net  was  also  a  net  which  they  used 
in  dry  weather,  as  on  the  Usk.  to  encircle  the 
bushes  in  the  deep  pools.  It  was  found,  by  experi- 
ence, that  about  from  60  yards  to  80  yards  was  the 
best  and  mbst  convenient  length,  but  a  net  of 
40  yards  is  not  worth  fishing  with;  but  if  it  was 
of  any  practical  use,  then  comes  in  the  prohibitory 
licence  duty  raised  to  £20  ! 

The  fishermen  might  use  an  ordinary  draft-net 
if  their  tuck  net  is  objected  to  it  may  bo  said. 
No,  they  cannot;  the  use  of  all  draft-nets  is  pro- 
hibited in  fresh  water. 

And  these  bye-laws  are  to  be  in  force  for  four 
years,  possibly  forever.  And,  in  any  case,  long  before 
the  four  years  are  out.  the  present  stock  of  nets  of 
the  fishermen  will  have  perished  and  their  boats 
become  rotten,  and  this  loss  of  their  little  capital, 
and  the  loss  of  their  livelihood,  is  all  to  take  place 
at  the  whim  of  a  Board  of  Conservators,  chiefly 
consisting  of  anglers,  without  a  penny  of  com- 
pensation being  thought  of  for  them  ! 

The  English  nation  is  supposed  to  be  just  in  its 
dealings  to  all  men,  and  this  character  we  have 
recently  assumed  in  South  Africa,  but  English 
justice  is  rather  lost  sight  of  on  the  Wye. 

Some  of  us,  however,  believe  that  the  Fishery 
Board  have  strained  the  powers  of  the  law,  in 
excess  of  what  those  powers  really  are,  in  prohibiting 
the  U3»  of  all  draft-nets  in  fresh  water,  and  it  is 
accordingly  proposed  to  test  this  point  first  in  a 
case  where  six  licensed  fishermen  in  some  private 
fi-iheries  lower  do'^'n  the  river  were  convicted  and 
fined  for  using  draft-nets  in  the  fresh  water  of  the 
Wye  a  week  or  so  ago. 

If  the  bj-e-law  is  legal,  of  course  it  must  be  sub- 
mitted to;  if  not,  I  scarcely  think  any  of  your 
readers  would  wish  to  see  it  enforced. 

To  test  this  point  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
will  cost  £100,  and  I  have  written  this  letter  and 
placed  the  case  of  the  fishermen  before  your  readers 
in  the  hope  that  some  of  them  may,  from  a  sense  of 
fair  play  and  justice,  contribute  a  trifle  to  the  cost 
of  the  legal  proceedings.  The  Fishery  Board,  of 
course,  defray  their  costs  out  of  the  public  purse  of 
the  river,  to  which  the  fishermen  have  every  year 
contributed,  but  the  fishermen,  unless  receiving 
help  in  the  case  of  private  fisheries  from  their  land- 
lords, or  from  outside,  must  pay  thoir  costs  out  of 
their  own  pockets. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  donations  on  their 
behalf,  and  will,  with  your  permission,  duly  account 
for  the  same  in  your  columns. — Yours  truly, 
15,  Chepstow-place,  W.  John  Lloyd. 

June  8. 

P-S. — £51  has  been  already  received,  including 
£25  from  the  owner  of  the  Symonds  Yat  Fishery. 


RE  TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  W.  H.  McL. the  Ardennes 
district  is  a  very  large  one,  extending  over  parts  of 
France,  Belgium,  Luxemburg,  and  Germany.  xMany 
parts  would  be  found  hot  in  July,  and,  especially  if 
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weather  were  dry,  fishing  not  so  good  as  earlier  in 
the  year.  Places  worth  trying  would  be,  in  Belgium, 
Bouillon  and  Herbeumont  on  the  Semois;  also  the 
Val  de  Poix.  near  St.  Hubert,  Remouchamps,  near 
Lifege,  Diekirch,  and  Eprave.  Fishing  is  generally 
either  free  or  leave  easily  obtainable. 

Inns  cheap,  but  if  really  luxurious  quarters  are 
desired  they  can  be  found  at  the  Chateau  Royal 
d'Ardenne,  information  about  which  can  be  obtained 
from  the  International  Sleeping  Car  Company, 
Cockspur-street,  Charing  Cross. 

Ligneuville,  on  the  Ambleve,  seven  miles'  drive 
from  the  Belgian  station  Stavelot.  but  really  in 
Germany,  is  a  good  and  comfortable  place. 

Salmon  are  very  occasionally  caught  near 
Remouchamps,  and  passing  through  Belgium 
recently  I  heard  of  increasing  numbers  being  taken 
this  spring  in  the  Om-the. 

A  little  beyond  the  Ardennes  is  the  picturesque 
German  Eifel  district,  through  which  run  some 
good  trout  streams,  one  of  which  I  recently  fished, 
and  had  very  fair  sport. 

If  "W.  H.  McL."  likes  to  write  to  me  privately, 
through  the  editor,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  him 
further  information  about  some  of  the  places  men- 
tioned.— Yours  faithfully,        Chas.  A.  Payton. 


RE  TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 

Dear  Sir,— "W.  H.  McL."  cannot  do  better  than 
stay  at  the  Hotel  des  Ardennes,  Diekirch  ;  old  Mr 
Heck  is  one  of  the  best  fly  fishers  that  can  be  met 
with,  and  flies  can  be  bought  at  Diekirch ;  or  "  W. 
H.  McL."  can  go  to  the  Chateau  Royal  d'Ardenne! 
Belgium,  which  is  a  royal  residence  transformed 
intca  hotel  with  golf  links,  tennis,  and  trout  fishing. 
I  have,  however,  not  fished  there,  but  for  several 
consecutive  simamers  at  Diekirch.  Good  fishing, 
but  not  in  the  Ardennes,  is  at  Hotel  Eifeler  Hof! 
Kyllbiirg,  and  at  Hotel  Krumpen,  Miirlenbach' 
Eifel.  Yours  truly, 

Milan.  j.  Neville. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
Dear  Sir,  —As  I  am  going  to  the  Isle  of  Wight 
for  a  fortnight  in  July,  could  you  please  tell  me  if 
I  can  get  leave  to  fish  in  the  ponds  at  Carisbrooke  ? 
I  think  they  belong  to  a  society,  and  perhaps  I 
might  get  a  ticket  for  the  two  weeks  from  the 

secretary.    Is  there  any  other  trout-fishing  ihere  

free  or  by  ticket  ?— Yours  truly.  Bluebottle. 

HOW  TO  KEEP  WORMS  IN  FLAX. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  tell 
me  how  to  keep  worms  in  flax  ? — Yours  truly, 

J.  s.'w. 


SAND  EELS  FOR  BAIT. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  glad  to  hear  of  anyone 
who  can  supply  sand  eels  for  bait,  either  fresh  or 
preserved.  I  often  find  it  difficult  to  get  a  supply 
when  down  at  the  seaside  for  a  little  bass  fishing. 
I  should  also  be  pleased  to  have  any  hints  froni 
your  readers  as  to  the  most  successful  methods  of 
catching  grey  mullet,  especially  in  sandy  estuaries 
—Yours  faithfully,  ^W.  H.  Paull. 

A  FINE  TROUT  FROM  BOLLAM. 

Dear  Sir,— It  may  perhaps  interest  your  readers 
to  know  that  a  6Jlb.  brown  trout  in  excellent  con- 
dition has  to-day  (June  12)  been  taken  out  of  the 
club  waters  at  Bollam,  just  below  Retford.  This  is 
the  second  largest  fish  taken  in  recent  years  in  the 
Idle,  near  Retford,  Mr.  Todman  having  landed  one 
of  6|lb.  last  season. 

I  should  like  to  know  the  opinion  of  some  of  your 
readers  as  to  what  is  the  largest  known  increase  in 
weight  in  twelve  months  of  a  -jib.  two  year  old 
brown  trout  turned  down  in  a  river  rich  with 
natural  food. 

The  club  members  here  this  year  have  caught 
some  very  well  fed  fish  of  from  |lb.  to  \h\b.  in 
weight,  which,  unless  I  am  much  mistaken,  are  fish 
turned  down  February,  1902,  as  two  year  olds,  and 
not  then  exceeding  jib.  ' 

The  liver  Idle  is  known  to  be  exceedingly  rich  in 
water-snails  and  other  bottom  food,  so  the  rate  of 
growth  is  naturally  very  rapid.— Yours  faithfully. 

River  Idle  Fishing  Club.         W.  E.  Channon,' 

Secretary. 

THE  LIMERICK  FISHERY  BOARD. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  a  letter  in  your 
issue  of  June  13  signed  "  Mona."  It  must  indeed 
bo  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  authorities 
in  Dublin  Castle  to  know  that  "for  the  first  time  " 
he  finds  himself  on  their  side.  I  trust  that  they 
take  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ;  otherwise  they  may 
not  be  aware  that  they  have  secured  such  an 
important  ally. 

As  I  have  pointed  out  before  (and  I  can  produce 
abundant  evidence  to  prove  my  words),  the  class 


of  poacher  which  Dublin  Castle  especially  takes 
under  its  wing  is  the  man  who  kills  spawning  fish. 

One  must  therefore  conclude  that  "Mona" 
approves  of  this,  and  considers  that  it  is  of  benefit 
to  the  Shannon  fisheries. 

I  should  like  to  point  out  that  although  "  Mona  " 
"cannot  recall  having  come  across  any  cases  of 
other  boards  "  protesting  against  the  reduction  of 
fines,  nevertheless  there  have  been  several.  Perhaps 
he  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  make  inquiries.  It 
is  surely  an  instance  of  the  old  proverb.  "  There  are 
none  so  blind  as  those  who  won't  see." 

I  have  come  to  three  conclusions  after  reading 
"Mona's  "  letter  : 

1.  That  he  has  some  private  grievance  against 
the  Board. 

2.  That,  having  no  specific  charge  to  make  against 
the  Board,  he  makes  a  vague  insinuation  which 
may  mean  anything  or  nothing. 

3.  That  he  is  ashamed  to  sign  his  name  to  his 
letter,  and  therefore  adopts  an  anonymous  signature. 
— Yours  truly,  A.  E.  BANNATYinE. 

{Member  of  the  Limerick 
Board  of  Conservators.) 


SIZE  OF  TROUT  IN  CLWYD  AND  ELWY. 

Dear  Sir, — The  weight  of  largest  trout  caught 
in  Clwyd  last  season  was  31b.  3oz.,  not  lib.  3oz.  as 
you  state,  and  the  other  31b.  I  caught  two  myself 
over  lib.,  one  was  lib.  loz.,  the  other  lib.  4oz. 
Many  others  were  caught  about  lib.  and  over.  I 
find,  on  looking  up  notes,  the  average  weight  last 
year  of  sea-trout  was  IJlb.,  not  2Jlb.,  but  this  is 
smaller  than  usual.    The  nets  had  fourteen  fish 

last  week  in  the  estuary  here,  heaviest,  151b.  

Yours  truly,  H.  W.  Roberts'. 

Anglers'  Stores,  Rhyl. 

STRANGE  FISH  AT  CHRISTCHURCH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  to  thank  you  for  inserting  my 
reply  to  "  Luce's  "  inquiry.  I  did  not  write  Campion, 
but  Campine,  carp. — Yours  faithfully, 

Bournemouth.  Henry  Newlyn,  J.P. 

THE  SALMON  QUESTION. 

Dear  Sib, — My  experience  with  the  rivers  Tees 
and  Ouse  (Yorks),  including  tributaries,  bears  out 
the  contention  that  the  artificial  rearing  of  Sahno 
salar  has  failed  as  a  means  of  restocking  these 
rivers. 

I  still  believe  that  as  an  auxiliary  procefs  in 
keeping  up  a  good  stock  of  fish  in  certain  rivers 
artificial  rearing  should  not  be  omitted.  There  are 
three  main  causes  which  are  operating  to  eliminate 
the  salmon  from  English  rivers. 

1.  The  continual  netting  which  takes  place  at  the 
mouth,  or  in  the  tidal  waters.  The  weekly  close 
time  is  far  too  short,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  this  close  time  should  be  extended  to  include 
the  whole  of  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  through- 
out the  season. 

2.  The  fact  that  in  many  rivers  the  fish  are 
debarred  all  access  to  the  natural  spawning  grounds, 
and  have,  in  consequence,  no  reasonable  chance  of 
reproduction. 

3.  Pollution  by  various  alleged  sanitary  authori- 
ties, factories,  etc.  Fishery  Boards  in  many  cases 
neglect  their  duties,  or  attempt,  in  some  blundering 
way,  to  do  impossibilities.  As  an  instance,  I  may 
note  the  Hants  Avon,  which  used  to  be  one  of  the 
most  productive  salmon  rivers  in  England,  and 
which  is,  perhaps,  the  one  most  blessed  by  Nature 
with  all  the  requisites  of  a  first-class  salmon  river. 

Here  the  salmon  are  rapidly  becoming  extinct. 
I  have  the  fishing  over  a  small  length  in  the  middle 
reach  of  the  river,  and  on  my  reach  there  is  a  weir 
easily  taken  by  any  fish.  Every  salmon  striving 
to  i-each  the  natural  spawning  grounds  of  the 
Upper  Avon  must  pass  over  this  weir,  yet  the 
water-keeper  (constantly  on  the  spot)  has  not  even 
seen  a  single  salmon  for  over  three  years,  in  season 
or  out. 

The  nets  constantly  at  work  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  have  so  depleted  the  stock  of  salmon  that 
there  is  not  a  fair  head  left  for  breeding  purposes. 
Those  that  escape  the  nets  are  obstructed  in  their 
ascent  by  mill-dams  every  few  miles,  the  weirs 
attached  to  which  have  often  for  months  at  a 
stretch  no  water  running  over  them,  so  that  no  fish 
whatever  can  ascend.  Practically  every  one  of 
these  mills  has  a  huge  fixed  engine  situated  at  one 
or  more  of  the  hatches,  and  so  made  that  all  the 
water  falls  through  fine  gratings,  leaving  all  fish 
stranded.  We  are  asked  to  believe  that  the  owners 
of  these  fixed  engines  only  take  eels,  and  return  all 
capimed  fish  to  the  river  again. 

That  quickly  vanishing  number  of  salmon  that 
succeed  in  ascending  a  few  miles  from  the  sea  are 
forced  to  deposit  their  spawn  either  in  ditches  or  in 
the  bed  of  the  Weir  streams.  In  both  cases  count- 
less swarms  of  domestic  ducks  instantly  devour  it. 
The  Weir  streams,  which,  if  the  flow  of  water  were 


properly  regulated,  would  provide  pa  3  spawn- 
ing grounds,  are  so  ignorantly  and  cart  .sly  man- 
aged that  they  are  either  quite  dry  ,•  become 
roaring  torrents,  sweeping  all  spawn  anC  '  sh  away. 

Yet  there  is  an  "Avon  Fishery  Board.  '  Every 
river  has  its  own  fishery  problem,  and  tc  obtain  a 
solution  satisfactory  to  anglers  requires  not  merely 
Acts  of  Parliament  and  available  funds,  but,  above 
all,  the  application  of  a  little  intelligence  and  know- 
ledge of  the  habits  of  fish. 

As  to  artificial  rearing,  we  should  not,  however, 
be  led  from  one  extreme  to  the  other.  Artificial 
salmon  rearing,  in  the  face  of  such  difficulties  as  I 
have  enumerated,  is  a  failure  everywhere,  and  an 
absolute  waste  of  funds.  Yet  there  are  rivers  in 
which  the  cause  of  the  scarcity  of  salmon  is  simply 
because  natural  spawning  grounds  have  been  cut 
off  or  ruined.  In  such  rivers  art  may  supply  the 
one  thing  needful.  Of  one  fact  we  may  be  sure— 
we  must  either  abandon  all  hope  of  keeping  salmon 
in  our  rivers,  or  we  must  tackle  the  subject  of  their 
preservation  in  an  intelligent  way. — Yours  very 
truly,  A.  WoRSLEY. 

Isleworth. 


PIKE  FISHING  AT  LOSSIEMOUTH.' 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  whether  there  is  any  pike  fishing 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lossiemouth  (near  Elgin, 
N.B.).— Yours  faithfully,  B.  M,  B. 


BIRD  LIME. 

Dear  Sib, — I  did  not  see  the  inquiry,  but  Mr< 
Leslie  is  correct  that  linseed  oil,  if  properly  treated, 
produces  a  bird  lime  which  cannot  be  beaten,  in 
fact,  it  is  strong  enough  to  take  any  [bird  or  small 
animal ;  but,  although  this  recipe  is  frequently 
given,  it  is  never  mentioned  that  the  oil  requires  to 
be  heated  to  a  very  high  temperature,  and  that  it  is 
not  only  a  most  dangerous  experiment  for  an 
amateur,  but  the  oil  gives  off  most  noxious  fumes, 
and  unless  boiled  in  a  specially  constructed 
chamber  will  probably  upset  the  operator  and  all 
others  on  the  premises,  and  very  possibly  ignite  and 
set  fire  to  the  premises.  But  the  article  is  used  for 
another  purpose,  and  can  be  bought  as  extra 
strong  litho  varnish  at  a  moderate  price. 

If  Baron  T.  would  like  to  try  it,  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  send  him  a  small  tin,  if  you  will  put  him 
in  communication ;  or  if  he  has  a  lithographer  in 
the  town  he  can  probably  get  it  through  him, 
though  it  varies  in  strength  according  to  the 
maker. 

If  its  manufacture  is  attempted  by  an  amateur, 
it  should  be  carried  out  in  an  open  shed  and  away 
from  any  dwelling. — Yours  truly.      The  Bishop, 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  Ireland 
after  a  most  enjoyable  fishing  excursion,  and  would 
strongly  urge  laoth  "  Enquirer  "  and  "  Wanderer  " 
to  make  for  Ballyshannon.  and  from  there  drive  to 
Lough  Melvin.  If  they  like  to  rough  it,  as  I  have 
done,  they  can  stay  with  a  fisherman  named  Pat 
Macgonigh,  Dernaseer,  Lough  Melvin,  who  is  the 
oldest;  fisherman  on  the  lough,  and  his  cottage  is  on 
the  shore.  He  is  a  splendid  fellow,  and  his  son 
bids  well  to  make  as  keen  a  fisherman  as  he  is.  He 
has  two  good  boats,  and  his  charge  is  five  shillings 
a  day,  and  the  fishing  is  free.  The  charge  for 
board  and  lodgings  is  exceptionally  low,  and  I 
might  add  that  his  daughter  is  well  up  in  the 
usual  wants  of  a  fisherman,  and  makes  one  feel 
comfortable. 

If  they  will  write  me,  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  them 
any  particulars  respecting  route,  flies,  etc.,  and 
would  recommend  them  to  call  and  see  M.  Rogan 
&  Son,  Ballyshannon,  who  will  rig  them  up  with 
the  killing  flies  and  make  their  outing  one  not 
easily  forgotten.  The  lough  is  free  from  pike,  and 
is  full  of  trout,  char,  and  a  few  perch,  and  if  it  will 
be  any  inducement  to  them  to  go,  I  might  say  that 
I  had  a  speckled  beauty  over  81b.  on  Mondaj', 
June  15. — Yours  truly,  Leasteb  Dixon. 

P.S. — Pat  tells  me  there  is  a  trout  in  the  lough 
over  201b.,  and  was  seen  by  several  only  the  other 
day. 

FISHING  NEA  .  LIPHOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  as  to  where  anj'  free  fishing  can 
bo  had  in  the  neighboui  lood  of  Liss,  near  Lip- 
hook,  Hants,  within  a  radius  of  about  six  to  eight 
miles  ? 

Also,  if  no  free  fishing  is  available,  the  names  and 
addresses  of  persons  to  whom  I  should  apply  for 
permission  to  fish  in  local  waters,  with  usual 
charges  ? 

If  you  can  enlighten  me  on  the  above  I  shall  be 
much  obliged. — Yours  faithfully, 

C.  W.  Malkin. 


27,  1&03 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


423 


NOTICES 


■  '[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  429.] 

The  Fit  HiNO  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  tlieir  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatiu'es  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   10»  id. 

Si.x  Months         ditto  ditto    5».  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2«.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    160 

Small  advertisements  5s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietor  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advtrtistments  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  (/clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  BIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  27,  19034 


NOTES  ON  FISH  AND  FISH 
CULTUKE. 
By  THE  Late  Emil  Weeger^ 
(Translated  by  R.  B.  Marston.) 

It  is  now  more  than  150  years  since  Lieutenant 
Jacobi,  of  Lippe-Detmold,  made  the  first  successful 
attempt  to  artificially  fertilise  the  eggs  of  salmon  and 
trout,  and  thus  prepared  the  ground  for  the  intro- 
duction of  artificial  fish-culture.  It  was  only, 
however,  in  the  course  of  the  last  six  or  seven  decades 
that  the  value  of  this  important  discovery  obtained 
any  considerable  recognition,  and  this  was  again 
hindered  by  the  difficulties,  arising  from  want  of 
experience,  which  most  breeders  found  in  rearing 
the  yoimg  fry — difficulties  which,  however,  it  was 
imagined  could  be  overcome  by  placing  the  helpless 
fry  into  open  waters,  and  leaving  them  to  the  mercy 
of  their  countless  enemies,  who,  in  most  cases,  soon 
disposed  of  them.- 

This  practice,  long  recognised  as  irrational,  has 
of  late  been  vigorously  attacked  by  competent 
persons,  especially  in  England  and  America,  although 
still  recommended  in  most  works  on  fish  culture, 
apparently  because  thereby  the  work  of  the  fish- 
breeder  is  finished,  whereas  it  is  from  this  period — 
namely,  when  the  fry  has  absorbed  the  umbiUcal 
sac  until  it  has  reached  a  certain  size — that  the  most 
important  work  of  the  fish-breeder  begins. 

The  object  of  a  -tificial  fish-culture  is  either  to 
restock  denuded  fisheries  in  the  interests  of  the  sport 
of  angling,  or  to  obtain  marketable  and  readily  sale- 
able produce  for  profit.  But  in  order  to  earn  a 
profit  the  breeder  • '  ust  be  in  a  position  to  rear  his 
artificially  bred  fry  t  the  least  possible  cost  to  the 
best  possible  condit..on,  and  with  a  minimum  of 
loss  of  fish  bred. 

Where  this  is  not  'he  ease  the  fish-breeding  esta- 
blishment will  not  prosper,  and  it  is  for  this  reason 
that  during  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years  so  many 
large  and  small  fish-breeding  estabUshments  have 
failed  to  get  beyond  the  first  and  second  stages  of 
fish  culture — fertilising  and  hatching  the  eggs. 
Only  comparatively  fc"  ■  have  succeeded  in  carrying 
through  the  third  stage  to  a  more  or  less  successful 
issue — namely,  rearing  the  fry  into  fish. 

It  is  quite  true  that  there  exist  at  the  present  day 


favourably  situated  fish-breeding  establishments 
which  bring  their  proprietors  not  only  a  good  per- 
centage on  the  capital  invested,  but  even  a  splendid 
return,  which  testifies  again  to  the  truth  of  the  old 
saying,  "  Knowledge  is  power." 

In  these  hard  times  when  the  German  farmer 
seeks  to  utilise  every  bit  of  land,  every  rill  and  pool 
of  water,  there  is,  fortunately,  a  tendency  to  re- 
establish the  long-neglected  culture  of  fish  in  jionds, 
rivers,  and  lakes,  and  we  may  be  certain  that  every 
bit  of  useful  information  respecting  the  rearing  of 
the  young  fry  which  we  can  disseminate  will  aid  in 
facilitating  the  estabUshment  of  fish-breeding  farms, 
and  the  advancement  of  fish  culture  ;  consequently, 
of  the  greatest  importance  is  the  solution  of  the 
question:  What  is  the  best  and  cheapest  way  of 
rearing  trout  fry  to  a  good-sized  fish,  and  what 
food  can  and  should  be  used  for  this  purpose  ? 
The  Enormolts  Mass  of  Fish  Life. 

In  what  quantities  fish  exist  may  be  imagined 
from  the  fact  that  between  Scotland  and  Norway  a 
shoal  of  herring  has  been  observed  which  had  a  solid 
breadth  of  200  nautical  miles,  and  that  often  at 
many  fishing-grounds,  when  all  the  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  barrels  have  been  filled  -with  herrings 
and  the  fishing  is  considered  over,  it  would  appear 
as  if  no  impression  has  been  made  on  the  swarms  of 
fish  pressing  towards  the  shore,  and  this  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  not  only  men,  but  also  the  whales 
and  other  large  fish  which  accompany  the  herrings, 
as  well  as  multitudes  of  fish-eating  sea-birds,  have 
made  terrible  inroads  on  the  shoal. 

At  the  Lofoden  Islands,  off  the  north-west  coast 
of  Norway,  more  than  30  miUions  of  cod-fish  of 
between  ilb.  to  121b.  are  captured  annually.  Off 
the  coasts  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  the  cod- 
fishery  is  carried  on  on  a  much  larger  scale. 

Many  nations,  especially  the  Enghsh,  French, 
and  Americans,  send  every  year  hundreds  of  ships, 
each  with  from  ten  to  twenty  fishing-boats,  the 
crews  of  which  fish  almost  exclusively  with  long  fines 
and  hooks.  The  number  of  these  professional 
anglers  amounts  often  yearly  to  over  100,000. 

On  an  average,  each  man  catches  140  fish  a  day, 
and  as  the  season  lasts  about  100  days,  it  is  easy  to 
reckon  what  an  enormous  quantity  of  fish  are  caught 
in  this  way  alone. 

It  is  noteworthy  in  connection  with  this  deep-sea 
line-fishing  for  cod  that,  although  it  has  been  carried 
on  now  for  over  300  years — although  not  to  so  con- 
siderable an  extent  formerly  as  now,  no  falling-off 
in  the  number  of  fish  is  noticed  ;  on  the  other 
hand,  it  appears  that  the  fish  where  heavily  fished 
for.  leave  that  place,  and  find  other  feeding-groimds. 

The  ocean,  which  covers  with  its  immeasureable 
waters  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  globe,  forms  an 
exhaustless  source  of  one  of  the  best,  healthiest, 
most  nourishing,  and  cheapest  of  foods  which  the 
world  produces.* 

If  it  is  ever  possible  to  obtain  the  long-desired 
universal  national  food  in  the  shape  of  cheap  and 
healthy  fish  meat,  it  can  only  be  from  the  ocean  that 
we  shall  obtain  it,  and  this  will  be  the  case  as  soon 
as  science  has  discovered  some  cheap  and  effectual 
method  of  preserving  fish  in  a  fresh  condition  suit- 
able to  the  requirements  of  inland  communities. 
Necessity  will  then  'teach  the  great  body  of  the 
public  to  accustom  itself  to  the  smell  and  also  the 
good  taste  of  sea-fish. 

But  not  only  is  the  sea-fishery  of  great  importance 
as  furnishing  food  for  man,  but  also  the  river-fisheries, 
at  present,  however,  only  in  countries  where  the 
rivers  retain  their  original  purity,  countries  which 
have  not  as  yet  been  soiled  by  civilisation — by  that 
culture  and  civilisation  which  in  proportion  as  they 
increase  the  well-being  and  blessings  of  humanity 
destroy  the  genus  of  fishes. 

In  the  rivers  Obi,  Lena,  Yenesi,  in  the  rivers  of 
Kamkatska,  and  in  many  other  large  rivers  of 
Northern  Asia,  in  the  MacCloud,  Columbia,  and 
Sacramento  rivers  in  California,  and  many  other 
rivers  of  North  America,  the  number  of  the  migra- 
tory salmon  which  annually  leave  the  sea  for  the 
spawning  places  in  the  rivers  is  a  truly  fabulous  one. 
Not  in  thousands  or  hundreds  of  thousands,  not  in 
milhons,  but  in  milUards — thousands  of  millions — the 
salmon  come  up  in  droves  which  take  up  the  whole 
width  of  these  rivers,  which  are  larger  than  our 
Danube,  droves  so  thick  that  thousands  of  the  fish 

*  Although  this  statement  is  doubtless  correct  in 
the  main,  it  is  none  the  less  true  that  legislation  has 
been  required,  and  will  still  more  in  the  future  be 
required  to  protect  important  local  fisheries  round 
our  coasts. — R.  B.  M, 


are  driven  on  to  the  banks  to  die.  These  droves  or 
armies  of  salmon  come  every  year  before  spawning 
time,  and  the  period  of  the  "  run  "  lasts  from  eight 
to  ten  weeks.  In  many  cases  the  fish  have  to  make 
a  journey  of  more  than  a  thousand  miles  before  they 
arrive  at  the  spawning  beds.  Everywhere  enemies 
are  on  the  watch  for  them,  everywhere  enormous 
numbers  are  captured,  and  yet  the  quantity  shows 
no  diminution.  Next  year  the  same  enormous 
shoals  appear,  and  this  goes  on  year  after  year  in 
the  absence  of  all  fishery  laws  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  legal  close  time. 

Among  many  of  the  Siberian  tribes  the  salmon 
forms  the  principal  article  of  food,  not  only  for 
themselves,  but  also  for  their  domestic  animals — 
dogs,  cows,  reindeer,  and  that,  too,  for  the  whole 
year  through,  for  which  purpose  the  fish  is  dried  and 
preserved.  Travellers  agree  in  relating  that  in  the 
Siberian  villages  every  house  and  every  hut  has  its 
heap  of  dried  salmon  piled  up  as  we  pile  firewood, 
and,  indeed,  in  many  cases  it  is  used  as  fuel. 

The  salmon  canneries  on  the  MacCloud,  Sacra- 
mento, and  Columbia  rivers,  and  other  rivers  of 
the  northern  and  north  -  western  provinces  of 
America,  send  tinned  salmon  all  over  the  world. 

From  various  Saga,  Legends,  and  other  written 
records  it  may  be  surmised  that  -with  us  in  Europe 
the  yield  of  fish  in  the  rivers  was  formerly  also  very 
great.  But  just  in  proportion  as  ci\-ilisation  in- 
creased the  fish  yield  decreased.  With  the  first 
mill-dam  commenced  the  obstruction  to  the  ascent 
of  fish.  The  building  of  canals  as  waterways,  the 
destruction  of  spawning  beds  by  the  canalisation 
and  regulation  of  our  rivers,  the  introduction  of 
steam-ships  on  to  our  lakes  and  rivers,  whose  wash 
on  the  banks  destroys  annually  immense  f{uantities 
of  spawn  and  fry,  the  unrestricted  and  ever-in- 
creasing outpour  of  filth  from  our  towns,  of  poison- 
ous refuse  from  the  ever-multiplying  factories,  these 
and  the  many  other  ways  in  which  our  sweet  waters 
are  defiled  and  made  dangerous  to  the  Hfe  even  of 
man  himself,  have  in  many  cases  long  ago  not  only 
destroyed  all  fish  but  every  vestige  of  the  once 
luxuriant  water  fauna  on  which  fish  exist. 

This  decrease  of  fish  in  the  rivers  was  apparent 
even  centuries  back,  and  the  necessity  of  compen- 
sating in  some  way  for  this  loss  doubtless  had  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  the  establishment  of  ponds  for 
breeding  and  rearing  fish.  More  than  a  century  ago 
the  culture  of  fish  in  ponds  was  at  its  height,  and 
for  example,  Moravia  and  Silesia  at  that  time  pos- 
sessed more  than  50,000  acres  of  ponds,  of  which 
now  about  48,000  acres  are  used  for  other  purposes, 
chiefly  for  root-growing. 

As  long  as  the  chief  source  of  the  decline  of  our 
inland  fisheries — namely,  the  injurious  pollution  of 
our  rivers — continues,  it  is  hopeless,  in  spite  of  any 
fishery  laws,  to  attempt  restocking,  and  if  fish  pro- 
duction is  to  be  increased  it  must  be,  as  formerly,  by 
the  estabhshment  of  fish-breeding  ponds — at  any 
rate  in  the  great  manufacturing  districts. 

By  fish  breeding  in  ponds  is  not  meant,  as  far  as 
this  work  is  concerned,  the  cultivation  of  carp  so 
extensively  carried  on  on  the  Continent.  Anyone 
requiring  information  on  this  branch  of  fish  culture  is 
referred  to  the  well-known  works  of  Beneke,  Niklas, 
Susta,  Dalmer,  and  Von  dem  Borne. 

Very  little  reference  is  made  in  these  works  to  the 
method  of  fish  culture  introduced  about  thirty 
years  ago  by  Dubisch,  and  kno^TO  as  the  Dubisch 
system,  which  has  been  so  extraordinarily  successful 
in  carp  culture.  It  need  only  be  mentioned  here 
that  the  Dubisch  system,  which  can  be  applied  also 
to  the  salmonidse.  consists  chiefly  in  bringing  on  the 
fish  in  their  first  and  second  years  (as  well  as  later) 
as  rapidly  as  possible  by  feeding  them  generously 
■with  natural  food  in  the  period  of  their  most  rapid 
growth,  by  which  means  th.ey  are  made  to  attain 
in  two,  two  and  a  half,  to  three  years  as  much 
weight  as  they  could  have  attained  by  the  old 
methods  only  in  four,  five,  or  even  six  years.  A 
similar  system  can  be  employed  in  the  culture  of  the 
salmonidfe,  but  before  proceeding  to  describe  the 
same,  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  introduce  here 
a  few  things  worth  remembering  out  of  the  natural 
history  of  fresh-water  fishes. 

{To  he  continued.) 

Proposed  Sea  FisnmG  Carnr'al  at  Brightonj 
— We  are  informed  that  the  Brighton  Anglers' 
Association  will  hold  a  special  meeting  at  the 
Imperial  Hotel  on  July  2  to  discuss  the  advisabihty 
or  otherwise  of  holding  a  sea  fishing  carnival  at 
Brighton  in  the  autumn. 
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INEXPENSIVE  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING. 
By  Augustus  Geimble, 
Author  of  "The  Salmon  Rivers  of  Scotland,"  etc. 

As  I  come  to  the  end  of  my  chapters  on  the  Scotch 
rivers,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  honoured 
me  by  a  request  to  cross  St.  George's  Channel  in 
order  to  continue  them  in  Ireland.  As  the  space 
allotted  me  does  not  permit  of  a  description  of  every 
small  stream  which  is  open  to  the  pubUc,  my  readers 
must  be  content  with  some  notes  made  in  1901 — 
and  corrected  as  far  as  possible  up  to  date — on 
what  I  consider,  rightly  or  wrongly,  are  the  cream 
of  the  Irish  fishings  that  are  open  to  the  pubhc. 
The  chief  ticket  angUngs  of  Ireland  are  situated  in 
the  counties  of  Antrim,  Clare,  Tipperary,  Cork, 
Donegal,  Kerry,  Leitrim,  and  Mayo.  So  taking 
them  in  order  alphabetical,  I  will  just  pull  on  the 
waders  and  get  to  work  with  as  few  words  as  possible. 

THE  BANN,  COUNTY  ANTRIM. 

For  the  greater  part  of  its  course  from  liOugh 
Neagh  to  the  sea  this  river  divides  the  counties  of 
Londonderry  and  Antrim.  With  a  total  length  of 
seventy-six  miles,  the  river  is  divided  into  two 
distinct  parts  by  Lough  Neagh:  the  upper  river 
rises  in  the  Eagle  Mount  of  county  Down,  and  flow- 
ing by  JJanbridge  and  Portnado^n,  ten  miles 
further  north  it  expands  into  the  largest  lake  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Issuing  from  this  vast  sheet  of 
water  at  Toome  Bridge,  it  then  passes  into  Lough 
Beg,  but  a  few  miles  in  length  ;  from  its  exit  from 
this  small  lough  there  is  a  further  run  of  thirty 
miles  ere  it  reaches  Coleraine  to  fall  into  the  sea  of 
the  North  Channel  to  the  east  of  MagiUigan  Point, 
while  through  its  mouth  is  discharged  the  drainage 
of  no  less  than  2042  square  miles  of  country. 

Lough  Neagh  is  over  twelve  miles  long  by  about 
ten  in  breadth,  and  receives  the  waters  of  many 
large  streams,  which  in  their  turn  have  numerous 
smaller  affluents. 

Commencing  at  the  north-east  end  of  the  lake 
and  working  round  it,  the  first  river  met  with  is  the 
Main,  which,  rising  in  the  centre  of  county  Antrim, 
flows  nearly  due  south  for  thirty-five  miles  ere  it 
falls  into  the  lough  close  to  Randalstown.  Next 
is  the  Six  Mile  Water  with  a  twenty-mile  course  and 
entering  at  Antrim  town.  The  Blackwater  (fifty- 
seven  miles)  falls  in  at  the  west  corner  of  the  south 
end  of  the  lake.  The  BalUnderry  has  its  outfall  in 
the  centre  of  the  west  shore,  while  the  Moyola  (thirty 
miles)  enters  at  a  Uttle  to  the  west  of  Toome  Bridge. 
Here,  then,  are  170  miles  of  streams  falling  into 
Lough  Neagh,  to  which  can  be  added  many  smaller 
ones  not  worth  mentioning  as  salmon  rivers.  As 
the  Upper  Bann,  with  its  sluggish,  dirty  waters, 
need  not  be  discussed  as  a  salmon  angling  river,  it 
is  only  with  the  lower  portion,  lying  between  Toome 
Bridge  and  the  sea,  that  I  have  to  deal.  The  river 
is  open  for  nets  from  Feb.  4  to  Aug.  19.  Rods  begin 
on  March  1,  and  may  be  phed  until  Sept.  30,  but 
very  Uttle  sport  is  to  be  met  with  until  near  the  end 
of  April.  Salmon  average  141b.,  grilse  from  61b.  to 
71b.,  both  being  much  better  for  the  table  than  the 
majority  of  Irish  fish,  so  much  so  that  the  owners  of 
the  Bann  nettings  suspect  that  their  salmon  appear 
as  Scotch  ones  on  some  of  the  slabs  of  the  London 
fishmongers.  The  Bann  is  a  deep,  quiet  flowing  river 
not  so  much  affected  by  floods  as  a  shallower  one 
would  be,  and  for  this  reason  it  fishes  best  in  medium 
water  rippled  by  a  gentle  breeze.  A  rod  of  sixteen 
to  eighteen  feet  will  be  wanted.  The  fly  is  the  only 
lure  permitted,  both  the  Irish  and  Scotch  standards 
doing  execution.  The  angUng  is  mainly  carried  on 
from  boats,  the  pick  of  the  season  being  from  May  20 
to  the  middle  of  August  or  up  to  the  time  when  the 
abominable  flax  water  begins  to  appear. 

The  best  angUng  section  is  that  of  Camroe,  rented 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  of  Queen's  Island,  Belfast, 
who  has  known  the  river  for  many  years  and  whose 
interesting  evidence  given  to  the  Fishery  Commis- 
sioners in  1900  will  be  referred  to  later  on. 

In  one  week  of  May,  1901,  Mr.  Wilson  had  twenty- 
four  fish,  weighing  together  3241b. ;  in  a  July  week 
thirty-seven  were  taken ;  in  another  week  in  the 
same  month  twenty- two  were  caught,  and  then  on 
the  26th  and  three  days  following  Mr.  Wilson  had 
twenty-three  to  his  own  rod,  and  in  that  season 
there  were  fully  150  fish  taken  from  this  section 
and  about  half  that  number  from  the  ticket  water 
at  Kilrea.    A  great  part  of  the  Bann  can  be  fished 


by  weekly  or  season  tickets. '  Perhaps'the  best  of 
these  open  waters  is  that  which  hes  between  Portna 
Navigation  Weir  and  the  weir  at  Movanagher.  A 
season  ticket  on  this  reach  is  £7  7s.,  a  weekly  one 
21s.  Another  good  piece  of  water  hes  between 
Agivey  Bridge  (close  to  where  the  Nacosquin  joins 
the  main  stream)  and  "  The  Cuts  "  near  Coleraine, 
where  tickets  are  £4  4s.  for  the  season  and  \2&.  6d.' 
per  week.  Anglers  keep  their  catch,  and  tickets 
for  either  fishery  may  be  had  by  applying  to  W. 
Cragg,  The  Cuts,  Coleraine.  Mercer's  Hotel  at 
Kilrea  is  quite  nice  apd  commands  the  river  to 
either  side. 

Like  all  other  rivers,  the  netting  and  angling  of 
the  Bann  has  fallen  off  in  recent  years.  The  reasons 
are  not  far  to  seek,  and  having  regard  to  the  very 
harmful  character  of  some  of  them,  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  Bann  has  been  able  to  show  even  the  returns 
that  it  has  done.  That  this  has  been  possible  is 
chiefly  due  to  the  energy  and  ability  of  Mr.  R.  L. 
Moore,  of  Erne  fame,  and  also  managing  director  of 
the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Conipany.  In  1894, 
when  the  Board  of  Conservators  was  in  financial 
trouble,  this  company  at  once  came  forward  and 
provided  protection,  Mr.  Moore  giving  his  personal 
guarantee  to  pay  the  baiUffs  their  salaries,  and 
altogether  the  company  spent  about  £1000  a  year 
on  preservation. 

A  protective  steam  launch  was  placed  on  Lough 
Neagh,  many  useless  baihffs  were  got  rid  of  and 
replaced  by  fewer  but  better  paid  and  more  reUable 
men,  until  by  degrees  the  company  worked  up  the 
income  of  the  board  to  £1000  a  year,  when  the 
whole  management  of  the  river  was  once  again 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Conservators.  Here 
are  the  evils  that  the  Conservators,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Fishery  Company,  are  engaged  in  trying 
to  suppress  —  a  truly  formidable  task  with  the 
Hmited  funds  at  their  disposal  and  every  man's 
hand  against  them. 

1.  The  salmon  fry  of  the  tributaries  are  mas- 
sacred in  thousands  by  being  sucked  into  the  wheels 
of  the  many  turbines,  of  which  there  are  fully  a 
hundred  at  work  with  plenty  more  to  follow,  for 
the  old  basket  wheels,  which  were  harmless  to  fry, 
are  everywhere  being  replaced  by  the  more  modern 
turbine. 

2.  In  addition  to  the  pollution  of  the  deadly 
August  flax  water,  there  are  also  incessant  and 
even  more  poisonous  discharges  from  various  dye, 
bleach,  and  other  manufacturing  works  on  the 
tributaries. 

3.  The  abstraction  of  water  by  the  mills  in  the 
tributaries,  they  being  placed  so  near  to  each  other 
that  in  many  instances  the  tail  of  one  race  becomes 
the  head  of  another  race. 

4.  Enormous  quantities  of  fry  are  caught  in  the 
pollen  nets  of  Lough  Neagh  ;  of  these  there  are 
quite  140,  and  ninety  trammel  nets  in  addition. 
Likewise  the  eel  weirs  at  Toome  Bridge  work  terrible 
havoc  amongst  the  fry  as  they  descend  to  the  sea 
in  June. 

6.  Hard  poaching  prevails  all  the  year  round. 

6.  The  ravages  of  twenty  drift  nets  working  round 
the  coasts  of  the  Bann  mouth.  In  1880  they  did 
not  exist,  and  there  are  those  who  maintain  that  the 
gradual  falUng  off  in  the  Bann  coincides  with  their 
appearance.  When  they  first  came  they  were  only 
300  yards  long  with  a  £3  licence  for  that  length; 
now  each  net  is  about  1200  yards  long,  while  the 
hcence  has  not  been  increased  in  proportion. 

7.  Under  the  Wild  Birds  Protection  Act  the  mer- 
gansers, gulls,  and  other  birds  feeding  on  the  fry 
have  increased  tenfold. 

8.  During  the  open  season  salmon  fry  are  daily 
caught  in  large  quantities  by  boys.  Mr.  Wilson 
stated  he  had  seen  as  many  as  forty  lads  in  one  day 
all  capturing  fry. 

Taking  each  of  these  evils  in  detail,  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  R.  L.  Moore  and  others  given  before  the  Com- 
missioners was  clear  and  strong  as  to  the  great  num- 
bers of  fry  killed  by  the  turbine  wheels,  the  destruc- 
tion having  been  witnessed  by  some  of  those  who 
gave  evidence.  Of  course  the  law  provides  for 
the  protection  by  screens  of  the  intakes  of  the 
wheels,  but  as  the  guards  quickly  block  up  by  grass 
and  weeds  the  owners  of  the  turbines,  to  save  them- 
selves trouble,  keep  the  screens  off",  only  putting 
them  on  when  anyone  approaches  who  looks  Uke  a 
keeper  or  a  baihff.  Although  the  turbine  owners 
stoutly  deny  that  these  wheels  kill  salmon  fry, 
nevertheless  they  would  not  permit  the  com- 
plainants to  make  'any  experiments,  and  so  it  looks 
as  if  they  had  a  very  poor  defence. 


With  regard  to  the  abstraction  of  water  by  the 
mills,  the  Main,  which  is.  or  rather  was,  one  of  the 
best  breeding  grounds  in  the  district,  has  been  made 
almost  worthless  by,  the  diversion  of  the  water  from 
its  natural  channel. 

As  to  pollution,  although  flax  water  is  deadly 
enough,  it  lasts  but  for  about  a  month,  and  should  it 
come  into  the  river  in  a  time  of  flood  the  harm  it 
does  is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  A  flax  tank  is 
usually  about  120ft.  long  by  10ft.  wide  and  8ft. 
deep,  and  the  contents  of  one  of  these  if  discharged 
into  a  stream  when  it  is  low  will  destroy  every  fish 
for  fully  a  mile  below.  Some  seven  miles  of  the 
Braid,  a  tributary  of  the  Main,  are  often  thus  devas- 
tated, and  at  such  times  the  dead  fry  can  be  gathered 
up  by  large  basketsful. 

{To  ie  continued.) 


EX-PKESIDENT  CLEVELAND 
ON  ANGLING. 


A  GOOD  many  million  Americans  believe  that 
ex- President  Cleveland  will  again  be  President  of 
the  United  States,  which  circumstance  lends 
additional  interest  to  some  recent  reflections  on 
angling  by  him. 

Mr.  Cleveland's  latest  essay  upon  the  ethics  of 
angling,  as  given  recently  in  the  Independent  (New 
York),  will  be  read  with  interest.  In  an  article 
entitled  "  A  Word  to  Fishermen,"  he  said :  — 

"  Those  of  us  who  fish  in  a  fair,  well-bred  and 
reasonable  way  for  the  purpose  of  recreation,  and 
as  a  means  of  increasing  the  table  pleasures  of 
ourselves  or  our  friends,  may  well  regret  the 
apparently  unalterable  decree  which  gives  to  all 
those  who  fish — under  the  spur  of  any  motive, 
good,  bad,  or  indifferent — the  name  of  fishermen. 
We  certainly  have  nothing  in  common  with  those 
who  fish  for  a  livelihood,  unless  it  be  the  desire  to 
catch  fish.  We  have,  in  point  of  fact,  no  closer 
relationship  than  this  with  the  murderously  in- 
clined, whose  only  rdotive  in  fishing  is  to  make 
large  catches,  and  whose  sole  pleasure  in  the 
pursuit  is  the  gratification  of  greedy  propensity. 
Nevertheless,  we  and  those  with  whom  we  have  so 
little  sympathy  are  by  a  sort  of  unavoidable  law  of 
gravitation  classed  together  in  the  same  fraternity 
and  called  fishermen.  Occasionally  weak  attempts 
have  been  made  to  classify  the  best  of  this 
fraternity  under  the  name  anglers  or  some  title  of 
that  kind,  but  such  efforts  have  always  failed.' 
Even  Izaak  Walton  could  not  change  the  current 
of  human  thought  by  calling  his  immortal  book 
'  The  Compleat  Angler.' 

"  So  it  seems,  however  much  those  who  fish  may 
differ  in  social  standing,  their  disposition,  character, 
motive,  ambition,  and  even  their  mode  of  operation, 
all  must  abide  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  in  con- 
templation of  the  outside  world  within  the  brother- 
hood called  'fishermen.'  Happily,  however,  this 
grouping  of  incongruous  elements  under  a  common 
name  does  not  prevent  those  of  us  who  properly 
appreciate  the  importance  of  upholding  the  respect- 
ability of  decent  fishing  from  coming  to  an  agree- 
ment concerning  certain  causes  for  congratulations 
and  certain  rules  of  conduct. 

"  At  this  season,  when  the  activities  of  genteel 
fishing  usually  begin,  it  is  fitting  that  word  should 
be  spoken  that  may  not  only  redound  to  our 
comfort  and  satisfaction,  but  may  guard  us  against 
temptations  that  easily  beset  even  the  best  fisher- 
men. We  who  claim  to  represent  the  highest 
fishing  aspirations  are  sometimes  inclined  to  com- 
plain on  days  when  the  fish  refuse  to  bite.  There 
can  be  no  worse  exhibition  than  this  of  an  entire 
misconception  of  a  wise  arrangement  for  our  benefit. 
We  should  always  remember  that  we  have  about 
us  on  every  side  thousands  of  those  who  claim 
membership  in  the  fishing  fraternity,  because  in  a 
way  they  love  to  fish  when  the  fish  bite,  and  only 
then.  These  are  contented  only  when  the  capture 
is  constant,  and  their  only  conception  of  the 
pleasures  of  fishing  rests  upon  an  uninterrupted 
slaughter. 

"If  we  reflect  for  a  moment  upon  the  conse- 
quences of  turning  an  army  of  fishermen  like  these 
loose  upon  the  fish  that  would  bite  every  day  and 
every  hour,  we  shall  see  how  nicely  the  vicissitudes 
of  fishing  have  been  adjusted  and  how  precisely 
and  useful  a  fatal  attack  of  discouraging  bad  luck 
selects  its  victims.  If  on  days  when  we  catch  a 
few  or  no  fish  we  feel  the  symptoms  of  disappoint- 
ment, these  should  immediately  give  way  to  satis- 
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faction,  when  we  remember  how  many  spurious 
and  discouraged  fishermen  are  spending  their  time 
in  hammocks  or  under  trees  or  on  golf  fields, 
instead  of  with  fishing  outfits  solely  on  account  of 
just  such  unfavourable  days. 

"  Let  it  not  be  said  that  such  considerations  as 
these  savour  of  uncharitableness  and  selfishness  on 
our  part.  We  are  only  recognising  the  doctrine  of 
the  survival  of  the  fittest  as  applied  to  fishermen 
and  claiming  that  these  '  fittest '  should  have  the 
best  chance.  What  has  been  said  naturally  leads 
to  the  suggestion  that  consistency  requires  those  of 
us  who  are  right-minded  fishermen  to  reasonably 
limit  ourselves  as  to  the  number  of  fish  we  should 
take  on  favourable  days.  On  no  account  should 
edible  fish  be  caught  in  such  quantities  as  to  be 
wasted. 

"  By  restraining  ourselves  in  this  matter  we 
discourage  in  our  own  natures  growth  of  greed  ;  we 
prevent  a  wicked  waste ;  we  make  it  easier  for  us 
to  bear  the  fall  between  what  we  may  determine 
upon  as  decent  good  luck  and  bad  luck  or  no  luck, 
and  we  make  ourselves  at  all  points  better  men  and 
better  fishermen.  We  ought  not  to  forget  these 
things  as  we  enter  upon  the  pleasures  of  our  summer 
fishing,  but  in  any  event  let  us  take  with  us  when 
we  go  out  good  tackle,  good  bait,  and  plenty  of 
patience.  If  the  wind  is  in  the  south  or  west,  so 
much  the  better,  but  let  us  go  wherever  the  wind 
may  be.  If  we  catch  fish  we  shall  add  zest  to  our 
recreation.  If  we  catch  none  we  shaU  still  have 
the  outing  and  recreation,  which  is  more  healthful 
and  more  enjoyable  than  can  be  gained  in  any 
other  way." 

The  sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  Cleveland  are 
commended  to  the  attention  of  that  class  of  men 
who  fish  for  count,  and  apparently  never  know 
when  to  cease  fishing — so  long  as  the  fishes  bite. 
In  well  chosen  words,  Mr.  Cleveland  shows  "it  is 
not  all  of  fishing  to  fish,"  or  to  catch  a  big  string. 
The  concluding  sentence  of  the  essay  may  well  be 
accepted  as  a  text  setting  forth  the  chief  attractions 
the  gentle  sport  presents  to  those  who  m  ay  be  said 
to  comprise  the  better  class  of  anglers. 


MR.  KENNEDY'S  ARTIFICIAL  COCH-Y- 
BONDHU,  OR  FERN  BEETLE. 


I  HAVE  no  doubt  many  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  noticed  what  great  praise  is  given  in 
Cutcliffe's  "Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams" 
(quoted  in  last  week's  paper)  to  the  little  beetle  called 
Fern  Beetle,  Fern  Web,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  etc. ,  as  a  bait 
for  trout.  I  hope  to  describe  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
presently  some  very  interesting  experiences  we  had 
with  it  recently  on  that  most  fascinating  of  lakes 
Lake  Vrynwy,  but  I  am  putting  this  notice  in  now 
as  the  beetle  is  "  on  '•  now,  on  waters  on  which  it 
appears,  and  I  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  the 
floating  imitation  made  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  EUerslie, 
Solihull,  Warwickshire.  The  trout  go  for  it  with 
absolute  confidence  that  it  is  the  real  thing,  li  is 
a  wonderful  imitation,  and  most  deadly  wherever 
the  natural  beetle  is  found  or  any  similar  beetle. 
The  only  thing  I  can  suggest  to  Mr.  Kennedy  is  that 
the  legs  might  be  made  a  trifle  larger.  If  carefully 
used  one  beetle  will  last  some  time  and  kill  many 
trout.  Chub  also  take  it,  but  with  dace  I  have  not 
been  successful,  but  probably  because  the  fish  were 
not  used  to  the  natural.  R.  B.  Marston. 


A  IOlb.  2oz.  ITCHEN  TEOUT. 


Much  interest  has  been  evinced  by  the  exhibition 
in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Butcher,  fishmonger,  of  High- 
street,  Winchester,  of  another  large  trout  recently 
caught  in  the  river  Itchen,  and  which,  in  a  sense, 
is  a  good  "runner-up"  to  the  monarch  caught 
some  years  ago,  and  which  turned  the  scale  at 
161b.  3oz.  The  fish  which  Mr.  Butcher  has  on 
exhibition  was  caught  in  the  river  in  Water-lane 
on  Thursday  morning  (June  18)  by  the  Rev.  A.  C. 
Franklin,  Curate  of  St.  John's.  It  is  a  male  fish  in 
excellent  condition,  and  turns  the  scale  at  101b.  2oz. 
In  length  it  measured  26fin.,  and  in  girth  17^in. 
As  might  be  easily  imagined  it  took  some  landing, 
and  a  half -hour  elapsed  between  the  time  the  fish 
was  hooked  and  safely  deposited  on  the  bank. 
The  capture  was  a  brilliant  feat,  and  will  no  doubt 
stimulate  great  effort  to  secure  others  of  the  same 
size  which  are  supposed  to  have  their  habitat  in 
this  part  of  the  river.  Only  recently  the  Rev.  A. 
C.  Franklin  caught  a  fish  of  4|lb.  there, — Hamp- 
shire Chronicle,- 


THE   JUNE  FLOOD   ON  THE 
HEKTFOKDSHIRE  COLNE. 


The  cycle  of  dry  years  which  has  occurred  in 
the  Southern  Counties  since  1894  appears  to  be 
approaching  its  end,  and  it  may  be  that  Nature  is 
now  about  to  average  matters  by  a  series  of  wet  years, 
and  that  the  altered  conditions  have  commenced 
with  the  exceptional  rains  of  the  present  month. 
In  common  with  all  the  streams  of  the  south-east 
of  England,  the  Co  hie — which  rises  above  St. 
Albans  and  flows  through  Hertfordshire  into  the 
Thames  at  Colnbrook — has  greatly  diminished  in 
volume  of  late  years.  With  a  deficiency  in  the 
rainfall  for  each  year  since  1894,  and  an  aggregate 
deficiency  of  something  over  twenty  inches,  and 
the  continuous  and  increasing  pumping  from  under- 
ground sources  by  the  water  companies,  the  flow 
and  volume  of  the  river  have  visibly  declined  year  by 
year  until  portions  of  the  river  have  become  almost 
stagnant,  and  the  shallows  in  the  summer  months 
have  been  all  but  dry.  The  several  club  fisheries 
on  the  mid-Colne  leased  by  the  Watford  Pisca- 
torials,  the  Friendly  Anglers'  Society,  the  True 
Waltonians,  etc.,  have  all  suffered  greatly,  and 
sport  has  been  increasingly  difiicult.  The  loss  of 
water  on  the  three-mUe  section  of  the  Colne  leased 
by  the  Friendly  Anglers,  being  above  the  point  of 


picturesque  country  and  hastening  midst  a  scene 
of  wild  and  lonely  grandeur  having  indescribable 
pleasures  for  the  earnest  lover  of  nature— pleasures 
that  for  him  would  not  exist,  no  matter  how 
prolific  the  fish,  were  that  self-same  river  deported 
into  a  district  whose  dwellers  made  commercial 
use  of  its  power,  and  whereon  its  banks  stood 
smoke-begrimed  chimneys  and  unsightly  factories. 

The  angler  born  of  constant  communion  with 
nature  is  nothing  if  not  quixotic;  and  here  am  I 
on  an  initial  visit  to  the  valley  of  the  Yore  in  the 
North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  scarce  knowing  where 
to  commence  my  description,  so  numerous  are  the 
attractions  of  Wensleydale. 

"  Where  should  I  take  up  my  quarters  ? "  I 
asked  of  one  of  my  contemporaries,  and  quickly 
came  the  reply,  "  Try  Redmire,  a  very  central 
position,  whence  you  can  fish  at  will  up  or  down 
the  dale.'- 

Thus  it  came  about  that,  accompanied  by  a 
friend  as  much  a  devotee  of  the  fine  art  as  myself, 
I  found  myself  one  recent  afternoon  at  the  little 
station  of  Redmire  surrounded  by  the  full  com- 
plement of  an  angler's  requirements. 

From  the  station  platform  the  village  is  seen 
snugly  lying  in  a  dip  of  the  valley,  and  thither  we 
direct  our  steps,  rejecting  the  hot  and  dusty  road 
in  preference  for  a  cool  walk  through  the  gaily 
bespangled  pastures. 
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The  Friendly  Anglers'  Water  ox  the  River  Colne. 


inlet  for  the  tributary  streams  the  Gade  and  Chess, 
has  been  so  serious  of  recent  years  that  the  society 
has  been  obliged  to  construct  additional  weirs  to 
hold  up  the  water  which  otherwise  would  have 
flowed  on,  leaving  exposed  weed-beds  and  semi-dry 
gravel  where  waving  green  weeds  and  sparkling 
shallows,  beloved  of  dace  and  trout,  were  wont  to 
be.  But  suddenly  all  has  been  altered,  and  the 
phenomenal  June  rainfall  of  over  five  inches 
in  six  days,  which  occurred  between  June  10 
and  16,  converted  the  Colne  valley  into  a 
series  of  extensive  lakes,  obliterating  the  actual 
river,  covering  the  luxuriant  grass  meadows,  and 
inundating  the  roads  and  low-lying  towns  and 
villages.'  The  streets  of  Watford  and  Rickmans- 
worth  on  Tuesday,  June  16,  were  impassable  to 
foot-passengers,  and  the  whole  valley  of  the  Colue 
presented  a  remarkable  sight.  The  photograph 
here  reproduced  shows  a  portion  of  the  Friendly 
Anglers'  Society's  water. 


ON  THE  YORE  IN  WENSLEYDALE. 


Truly  the  enjoyment  of  angling  consists  not 
solely  of  accounting  for  heavy  creels,  of  capturing 
specimen  fish,  or  yet  of  recording  red-letter  days. 

No  !  the  essence  of  the  sport  is  composed  purely 
of  one's  surroundings,  a  river  coursing  through  a 


On  entering  the  village  we  are  immediately 
impressed  with  its  old-world  appearance,  seen  to 
advantage  in  the  afterglow  of  a  hot  summer's  day 
— its  rural  simplicity ;  its  quaint  irregular  row  of 
dwellings  ;  its  peace-loving  inhabitants,  the  elders 
of  whom  sat  on  benches  without  their  doors  taking 
their  fill  of  the  mellow  breeze  look  kindly  our  way  ; 
and  we  wonder  when  we  behold  the  healthy  brown 
faces  of  the  village  youths,  and  note  their  charming 
unconventionaUty,  whether  the  cares  and  triafi 
which  are  man's  inheritance  can  yet  have  fallen 
upon  this  peaceful  hamlet. 

Though  some  considerable  distance  from  any 
large  town,  they  are  by  no  means  behind  the  timea 
in  these  rural  villages. 

The  current  issue  of  the  Yorkshire  Post  reaches 
Redmire  early  each  morning,  and  is  followed  by  a 
late  edition  of  the  Yorkshire  Evening  Post,  which 
arrives  about  8  p.m. 

It  is  the  misfortune  of  many  villages,  less 
aUenated  from  the  bustle  and  strife  of  the  city 
than  those  in  Wensleydale,  to  have  recourse  only 
to  the  preceding  day's  papers  for  news,  and  it 
seems  incongruous  to  hear  these  good  folk  discussing 
events  that  have  occurred  but  a  few  hours  since, 
and  to  listen  to  the  youth  of  the  village  commenting 
on  the  latest  cricket  scores,  and  calling  out  to  those 
who  have  not  yet  seen  the  paper  that  "  Rhodes 
has  been  skittling  t'  wickets  again ;   that  Ranji 
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has  made  a  tidy  parcel  of  runs ;  and  Hirst,  back 
in  the  team,  warming  t'  bowlers.'' 

At^  the  lower  end  of  the  village  stands  the 
King's  Arms,  and  there  we  are  greeted  by  our 
hostess,  Mrs.  Eider,  a  kindly  old  lady,  who  is  most 
solicitous  after  our  comfort,  and  precedes  us  into 
a  well-appointed  room,  in  the  centre  of  which 
stands  a  table  that  literally  groans  beneath  the 
burden  of  roast  beef,  boiled  ham  and  chicken,  and 
choice  delicacies  of  the  culmary  art— which  occasion 
us  no  end  of  astonishment  since  one  never  expects 
to  meet  with  them  out  of  the  beaten  track- 
calculated  to  suit  an  epicurean  taste. 

But  it  is  no  place  for  a  biUous  subject:  The 
temptation  is  too  great,  the  writers  companion 
being  prostrated  before  its  subtle  influence  on  two 
occasions.' 

Our  sitting-room,  looking  west,  commands  a 
magnificent  vista  of  Pen  Hill,  which  undulates 
with  picturesque  effect  for  miles  beyond  the  power 
of  vision;  and  within  ten  minutes'  walk  the  Yore 
murmurs  and  meanders  amidst  a  scene  of  unsur- 
passing  beauty,  its  banks  profusely  garlanded  with 
wild  anemones^  ox-eyed  daisies,  delicately- tinted 
forget-me-nots,  and  luxuriant  ferns,  and  coaxes  us 
on  the  evening  of  our  arrival  to  unstrap  our  rods 
and  take  advantage  of  the  day's  last  rise. 

An  hour  and  a  half  at  the  most  have  we  at  our 
disposal  before  the  sombre  mantle  of  night  en- 
shrouds the  shimmering  river,  but  in  that  brief 
time  we, have  taken  two  or  three  brace  of  trout, 
therewith  to  grace  our  breakfast  table  ;  and  happy 
in  the  knowledge  that  our  sport  onwards  is  assured, 
and  our  environs  congenial,  we  return  to  the  village 
in  the  fast  waning  light,  soon  afterwards  retiring 
for  the  night,  lulled  to  slumber  by  the  distant 
sound  of  waters  breaking  over  Redmire  Falls. 

The  stretch  of  water  we  decide  to  give  early 
consideration  to  extends  from  Redmire  to  Aysgarth 
Falls,  a  distance  of  two  and  a  half  miles,  we  being 
restricted  to  approach  the  river  from  the  left  bank 
only. 

Day,  weekly,  and  season  tickets  for  this  portion 
of  the  Yore  are  issued  at  2s.  6d.,  10s.,  and  21s. 
respectively,  and  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  J. 
Rider,  of  the  King's  Arms. 

I  am  not  going  to  unjustly  eulogise  this  length 
of  the  Yore,  nor  yet  will  I  say  that  the  water  is 
stiff  with  fish,  but  judging  from  the  result  of  two 
successive  days'  fishing  I  have  fared  moderately 
well.  My  friend,  however,  somewhat  apt  to  take 
too  prosaic  a  view  of  anglmg,  has  not  accomplished 
much,  growls  at  his  non-success,  deplores  the 
river's  yield  of  trout,  and  declares  the  charges 
exorbitant. 

Since  I  have  been  successful,  I  can  well  afford  to 
protect  the  river  from  these  base  insinuations,  and 
reason  that  we  are  fishing  in  the  face  of  unsur- 
mountable  difficulties,  in  that  the  days  are  too 
bright,  the  river  below  summer  level  and  clear  as 
the  proverbial  gin,  and  its  bed  covered  with  a 
waving  mass  of  flannel  weed;  My  arguments  are 
not  in  vain,  for  he  thoughtfully  strokes  his  chin 
and  interpolates  "  Ah  ! "  which  expression,  terse  as 
it  is,  convinces  me  that  I  have  vindicated  the 
character  of  the  river. 

This  evening,  as  I  take  up  my  pen  to  record  the 
day's  incidents,  I  have  a  confession  to  make. 

I  have  been  fishing  in  forbidden  waters,  an  act 
which  I  deeply  regret,  and  of  which  I  should  be 
heartily  ashamed  save  for  the  fact  that  it  was  done 
inadvertently. 

It  is  of  some  consolation  to  me  that  I  was  not 
detected  red-handed;  I  had  had  my  sport,  and 
was  returning  with  my  ill-gotten  gams  when  I  was 
held  up; 

On  the  preceding  night,  while  returning  to  our 
quarters,  1  stumbled  upon  a  small  beck  wherem  was 

little  water  ^obviously  due  to  the  long  drbught  

and  having  inspected  it  for  a  hundred  yards  or  so, 
in  the  course  of  which  distance  I  discerned  more 
than  one  trout  dart  from  the  open  water  for  cover, 
I  determined  there  and  then  to  give  it  my  undivided 
attention  early  on  the  morrow. 

This  morning,  therefore,  consistent  with  my  good 
intentions,  I  rose  before  the  lark,  and  awakened 
my  friend,  who  protested  vehemently  at  my  lack 
of  consideration  for  his  night's  rest,  and  although 
I  offered  him  untold  bribes,  and  poured  into  his 
ears  a  graphic  description  of  the  probable  outcome 
of  my  projected  incursion  into  waters  unknown,  he 
flatly  refused  to  accompany  me,  adjured  me'  to 
stand  away  and  bade  me  begone,  the  while  tightly 
gripping  the  bed  clothes  lest  I  should  have  designs 
on  their  unceremonious  removal^ 


At  last,  realising  that  I  could  not  move  his 
adamantine  obstinacy.  I  crept  downstairs,  locked 
the  front  door  on  the  outside,  carrying  the  key 
with  me,  and  stepped  out  into  the  first  blush  of  the 
mornmg  air.  Through  the  silent  village  I  strode, 
ever  and  anon  throwing  a  glance  at  the  cottage 
windows,  whose  white  blinds,  closely  drawn,  pro- 
claimed that  the  slumbers  of  the  inhabitants  still 
continued;  through  rich  pastures,  knee-deep  in 
meadow  sweet,  out  of  which  innumerable  hares 
and  rabbits  scurried  away  at  my  approach;  and 
so  to  the  gill,  whose  limpid  waters  leaped  and 
tumbled  over  tiny  cascades  in  frantic  haste  to 
mingle  with  the  fast  flowing  Yore. 

Here  reigned  activity  in  all  its  phases— the  sweet 
trills  of  feathered  songsters,  the  intermittent  hum  of 
insects  commingUng  with  the  subdued  roar  of  the 
brook. 

And  yet  it  was  only  an  ordinary  summer's  morning. 

But  as  I  prepared  for  action  I  rejoiced  with 
Nature  herself,  and  envied  not  the  sleep  I  had 
vainly  endeavoured  to  rob  my  companion  of. 

A  hunied  scrutiny  of  the  water  disposed  of  the 
utility  of  fly  as  a  lure,  and  my  choice  fell  upon  the 
worm  fished  up  stream.  I  had  encased  my  feet  in 
strong  shooting  boots  prior  to  setting  out,  since  so 
low  was  the  water  that  I  had  considered  wading 
stockings  a  superfluity. 

It  was  very  evident,  however,  soon  after  com- 
mencing operations— as  instanced  by  three  or  four 
good  fish,  which  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care 
should  have  been  lying  in  my  creel,  taking  fright 
where  my  rod  cast  a  shadow  on  the  bank— that  I 
must  take  up  a  position  immediately  behind  the 
fish,  otherwise  my  sport  would  be  doubtful,  where- 
upon I  did  not  hesitate  to  plunge  ankle  deep  in  the 
water. 

During  the  first  hour  I  progressed  very  slowly, 
only  taking  three  trout;  Soon  the  sun  gained 
strength  and  brilliancy,  and  diffused  its  grateful 
warmth  over  moor  and  woodland,  pasture  and 
meadow,  causing  the  dew  on  the  grass  and  the  rills 
in  the  brook  to  scintillate  with  wondrous  effect. 
Thereafter  conditions  vastly  improved,  and  although 
I  lost  many  fish  in  consequence  of  not  striking 
sufficiently  hard  when  my  line  stopped  (often  my 
fine  when  rigid  and  apparently  attached  to  a  stone 
was  in  reality  held  by  a  fish).  I  had  fourteen  trout 
averaging  three  to  the  pound  as  the  breakfast  hour 
signalled  its  approach. 

My  enthusiasm  has  led  me  into  the  inmost 
recesses  of  Bolton  Wood,  whence  I  obtain  through 
the  interstices  of  the  dense  foUage  a  gUmpse  of 
Bolton  Castle,  a  noble  pile  of  battlemented  ruins 
memorable  as  the  fortress  in  which  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots  was  immured,  and  from  which  she  escaped 
only  to  be  retaken  on  Leyburn  Shawl  a  few  hours 
later. 

From  my  coign  of  vantage  the  castle  seems, 
despite  the  ravages  of  time,  in  remarkable  preser- 
vation: while  a  few  straggling  cottages,  dotted 
about  at  irregular  intervals,  suggest  the  village  of 
Castle  Bolton.  Poor  Mary  Stuart!  hunted  from 
place  to  place  like  a  wild  animal  by  the  tyranny  of 
a  jealous  woman,  she  vainly  sought  an  earthly 
sanctuary;  and  as  one  surveys  the  stronghold  with 
its  commanding  aspect  one's  heart  is  rung  with 
sympathy  for  Scotland's  cruelly  persecuted  queen, 
and  turned  with  bitter  hatred  towards  Elizabeth 
for  an_  act  which  marred  the  brightest  features  of 
her  reign;  These  and  other  incidents  connected 
with  the  Elizabethan  period  occupy  my  thoughts 
as  I  am  preparing  to  retrace  my  steps. 

"Beg  pardon,  sir,"  a  voice  from  behind  cries, 
at  whose  sound  I  start,  realise  that  I  am  being 
addressed,  and  instantly  lose  the  thread  of  my 
musings,, 

I  turn,  and  am  confronted  by  a  burly  keeper. 

"  Have  you  permission  to  fish  here  ?  "  he  asked. 

"  No;    I  thought  it  unnecessary,"  I  rejoin. 

"  Oh !  "  observes  my  captor  sententionsly. 

I  am  trespassing  on  Lord  Bolton's  preserves,  the 
keeper  goes  on  to  say,  and  permission  to  fish  is 
only  obtained  through  his  lordship  or  his  agent. 

I  am  profuse  in  my  apologies,  pleading  that  I 
am  a  stranger  and  have  done  little  injury. 

"  I'll  lay  you  have  if  you've  caught  any  fish,"  he 
interpolates^  Whereat  I  am  silent,  every  moment 
expecting  a  summons  to  hf t  the  lid  of  my  creel  for 
his  inspection.  Never  before  had  that  creel  caused 
me  so  great  uneasiness  as  it  caused  hanging  over  my 
shoulders  on  this  June  morning.  It  seemed  to  be 
heavily  weighted  with  lead,  to  contain  my  guilty 
conscience,  to  take  the  strength  out  of  my  knees, 
and  I  longed  to  conjure  it  into  spaces  ' 


"  Will  he  confiscate  the  spoil  ? "  I  ask  myself;  And 
then  the  possibility  of  his  instituting  proceedings 
against  me,  resulting  in  so  many  shillings  and  costs, 
supplemented  with  a  scathing  censure  from  the 
local  bench,  and  a  full  account  thereof  appearing 
in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  robs  the 
situation  of  its  humour. 

The  critical  moment  is  past,  and  the  keeper,  who 
is  a  sportsman  to  the  backbone,  and  makes  no 
further  reference  to  the  contents  of  my  creel,  tells 
me  that  he  has  been  frequently  of  late  troubled 
with  anglers  invading  these  preserves; 

You  anglers,  therefore,  who  may  visit  Wensley- 
dale,  where  your  freedom  of  roaming  depends  on 
the  depth  of  your  pocket,  take  the  writer's  advice, 
and  resist  the  temptation  of  exploring  Bolton  Gill, 
otherwise  you  may  not  receive  the  consideration 
that  he  enjoyed.  Brown  Owu 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  MIDSUMMEE  SONG. 


How  the  cold  sleet  drives !  How  the  north  wind 
roars 

As  it  sweeps  on  its  stormy  way. 
With  tidings  to  all.  cot,  cabin,  and  hall, 
That  this  is  the  longest  day ! 

Chorus — Yes !  this  is  the  longest  day,  brave  boys. 
Sing  hey !  for  the  longest  day- 
Then  pile  up  the  logs,  and  mingle  the 
grogs, 

And  hurrah  !  for  the  longest  day. 

Pen  the  sheep  in  the  fold,  cry  the  kine  to  the 
byre. 

And  shake  out  the  sweetest  hay — 
Call  John  from  the  fell,  and  Joan  from  the  well. 
For  this  is  the  longest  day  ! 

Chorus — For  this  is,  etc; 

Shut  door,  bar  it  close,  draw  curtains  around. 

Proclaim  it,  for  all,  holiday — 
Bring  forth  of  your  hoard  and  pile  up  the  board 

The  longest' s  a  right  jolly  day. 
Chorals — Ah!  this  is,  etc; 

June's  icy  breath,  as  she  shrieks  o'er  the  heath, 

Drives  shivering  winter  away; 
But  canty  and  crouse,  we'll  stay  ben  the  house. 

And  welcome  the  longest  day. 

Chorus — 0,  welcome  the,  etc.; 

Draw  chair  to  the  blaze,  your  voices  upraise. 

And  gaily  sing,  "  Fol-de-rol-lay," 
With  friends  and  good  fare,  well,  devil-may-care. 

Though  this  be  the  longest  day. 

Chorus — Though  this  is,  etc; 

— T.  P.  W; 


"FISHING  IN  WALES." 
By  Waltee  M.  Gallichan 
("  Geofi-rey  Mobtimer  "). 

The  following  extract  from  the  preface  very 
fairly  describes  this  httle  work,  which  only  wants 
an  index  to  make  it  the  best  guide  to  fishing  in 
delightful  Wales : — 

"The  author,  who  has  spent  many  years  in 
Wales,  and  has  fished  m  all  the  chief  rivers,  tribu- 
taries, and  lakes,  has  often  been  asked  by  anglers 
to  furnish  them  with  information  about  salmon, 
sewin,  brown  trout,  and  coarse  fishing  in  the  waters 
of  North  and  South  Wales;  '  Fishmg  in  Wales '  is 
written  by  a  fisherman  for  fishermen.  It  describes 
the  streams  and  lakes,  and  gives  directions  for 
finding  the  best  runs  and  casting-places  on  the 
waters ;  it  contains  hints  upon  flies  and  tackle,  the 
cost  of  Hcences  and  angling  tickets,  and  of  hotel 
and  farmhouse  boarding  accommodation.  The 
author's  own  experiences  upon  the  rivers  are  given 
in  every  instance,  and  he  has  been  able  to  guide 
the  angler  to  trout  streams  and  lakes  which  are 
oft'  the  ordinary  track  of  the  tourist.  The  angler 
for  coarse  fish,  as  well  as  the  fly-fisherman,  will 
find  trustworthy  information  in  the  book,  and  there 
is  also  a  chapter  upon  bass  fishing  with  the  fly 
off  the  coast  of  North  Wales. 'i 

It  is  pubhshed  by  Messrs.  F.  E.  Robinson  &  Co.; 
20,  Great  Russell-street,  London,  and  can  be  had 
of  all  booksellers^ 
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A  SINGULAE  AUSTKALIAN  FISH. 


The  accompanying  illustration,  showing  a  "  freak 
of  nature  "  in  the  shark-life  inhabiting  the  harbours, 
inlets,  and  ocean  waters  of  New  South  Wales,  is 
the  first  instance  of  its  kind  known  to  Australian 
ichthyologists.  My  eldest  son,  who  for  nearly 
thirty  years  has  resided  in  New  South  Wales, 
writes  me  to  the  above  effect,  and  I  thought  the 
gist  of  his  letter  would  prove  interesting  to  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  fish  in  question  belongs  to  the  species  known 
as  the  "  Pointer  '-  shark,  and  was  captured  a  few 
weeks  ago .  by  a  fishing  party  off  the  coast  near 
WoUongong.  The  mother  shark  measured  eight 
feet  in  length,  and  appears  to  have  been  viviparous, 
for  on  being  cut  open  it  was  found  to  contain  this 
and  some  thirty  other  young  live  sharks  ready  to 
be  extruded.  The  one  under  notice,  of  which  we 
give  an  illustration,  was  a  "  twin,"  or  double  shark. 


TWO-HEACED  SHARK 


about  nine  inches  long,  joined  together  from  below 
the  breathing  orifices  (its  gills),  and  whether  this 
young  one  would  have  grown  up  and  attained  the 
size  of  its  parent  is  hard  to  conjecture ;  but  most 
people  will  agree  that  sharks  with  one  head  are  less 
than  satisfactory  from  every  point  of  view,  and 
that  the  possibiUty  of  anyone  when  swimming, 
accidentally  meeting  with  a  full-grown  double- 
headed  monster  will  be  of  considerable  interest  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  when  so  many  thousands  will 
be  indulging  in  the  delight  of  .surf  and  ocean 
bathing. 

My  son.  who  has  for  some  months  been  seeking 
"  the  root  of  all  evil "  near  Uralla,  New  South  Wales, 
has,  in  conjunction  with  his  partner,  a  young  Belfast 
Irishman,  purchased  eight  acres  of  land  bordering 
Kentucky  Creek,  where  the  "drift"  contains  the 
precious  metal  He  tells  me  they  have  constructed 
a  reservoir,  or  dam,  half  an  acre  in  extent  and  8ft. 
deep,  to  hold  the  water  with  which  to  wash  or 
"cradle"  the  "  mullock,"  or  drift,  and  extract  the 
gold.  There  had  been  but  little  rain  in  the  Uralla 
districts  for  nearly  seven  years ;  the  showers  were 
not  heavy  enough  to  benefit  gold-diggers,  for  the 
country  was  so  parched  that  the  soil  absorbed  all 
moisture  like  a  sponge;  but  the  recent  rainfalls 
had  done  an  immense  amount  of  good,  and  grass 
was  once  more  to  be  seen  on  the  arid  plains.  The 
gully  conveys  rain  to  our  water -hole,  where  we 
cradle  the  drift,  and  when  the  dam  is  full  there  will 
be  enough  water  to  wash,  in  a  few  hours,  the 
accumulated  "  headings  ''  deposited  in  the  gully — 
that  is,  sluicing  the  dirt,  stones,  etc.,  away,  the  gold, 
owing  to  its  specific  gravity,  remaining  behind. 

The  gold-bearing  drift,  or  "wash,"  is  about 
twelve  inches  thick  at  a  depth  of  about  thirty  feet, 
right  on  the  granite  bed-rock ;  a;ad  you  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  we  have  struck  a  good  supply  of  gold 
in  a  thirty -foot  drive,  which  has  enabled  us  to  live 
comfortably  and  purchase  all  the  necessary  tools, 
windlasses,  ropes,  cradles,  etc.,  without  which  gold- 
seekers  would  be  lost.  Last  week  was  our  record 
for  successful  mining. 

Kentucky  Creek  is  (April  20)  trickling  over  the 
sand.  After  an  hour's  rain  the  same  creek  is  a 
veritable  torrent,  in  which  nothing  could  live. 
Immense  trees  and  all  sorts  of  wreckage  are  carried 
along  Uke  so  many  corks.  This  creek  empties  into 
the  Rocky  River,  thence  into  the  Gara  River,  over 
the  Hillgrove  Falls,  joining  the  Macleay  River, 
thence  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  Macleay,  like  many  other  of  the  New  South 
Wales  rivers,  holds  Murray  or  Macquarie  cod,  one 
of  the  largest  of  fresh-water  fishes,  sometimes 
attaining  from  801b.  to  over  lOOlb.  weight.  Dr. 
Giinther  and  the  late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland  classified 
this  fish  among  the  Percidoe,  or  perch  tribe.  Speci- 
mens from  51b.  to  lOlb.  weight  find  a  ready  sale 
in  the  Austrafian  cities  and  towns,  for  they  are 
delicious  eating,  better  than  grey  mullet.  My  son 
sent  me  one  of  12lb;  in  the  cold-storage  chamber 


of  the  Narrung,  and  either  boiled  or  fried  it  was 
most  palatable  fare. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  from  Mr.  Wilson's 
"Character  of  the  Murray  Cod": — "He  is  idle, 
he  moves  but  slowly,  and  in  consequence  he  cannot 
do  much  injury  to  the  small  fish,  which  are  generally 
so  alert.  He  is  soUtary  in  his  habits,  he  swims  up 
httle  currents  of  water,  and  easily  accommodates 
himself  in  a  water-hole :  a  water-hole  being  a  large 
hole  in  the  bed  of  the  river  always  full  of  water, 
frequently  found  in  the  rivers  of  New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria  when  the  great  heat  of  the  sun  has 
dried  up  their  course.'-  I  may  mention  that  my 
son  has  caught  many  Murray  cod;  one  of  them 
weighed  over  801b. 

The  Bohemian  life,  varied  with  plenty  of  rough 
fishing  which  is  obtainable  in  New  South  Wales, 
must  be  very  jolly  for  yoimg  men.  My  son  says : — 
"  My  mate  and  I  have  built  a  capital  wooden  hut, 
and  we  get  along  Al  together.  He  is  thirty  years 
of  age,  and  I  am  fifty.  He  has  been  used  to  town 
hfe,  and  at  the  first  start  could  not  '  rough  it '  very 
well,  but  now  he  is  thoroughly  broken  in,  and  since 
he  has  been  with  me  has  some  colour  in  his  cheeks, 
and  can  do  his  fair  share  of  hard  work  since  his 
hands  have  given  up  blistering.  He  gets  out  the 
'wash,'  and  is  really  a  good  judge  as  to  the  right 
sort  of  stuff.  I  take  the  wash  from  the  mouth 
of  the  drive  down  to  the  water  and  '  cradle '  it. 
When  we  first  came  here  water  was  scarce  and  not 
over  clear.  He  used  to  filter  it  through  sand  and 
cotton-wadding  before  making  our  tea,  but  he  is 
not  so  particular  about  filtering  it  now,  and  has 
got  used  to  absorbing  a  considerable  amount  of 
clay.  There  have  been  several  sharp  frosts  in  the 
early  mornings,  but  we  have  plenty  of  good  rugs 
and  blankets,  and  never  go  near  the  fire,  except 
when  we  are  cooking."  Alfeed  Jardink 


TEOUT  FISHING  ON  KAPID 
STKEAMS.* 
Bt  Hi  0.  OuTCUFFH,  F.R.O.Sj 


THE 


CHAMBEKLAIN"  LANDING- 
NET. 


This  new  pattern  is  one  of  the  most  compact 
landing-nets  I  have  yet  seen.  When  extended  to 
its  full  length  it  measures  about  3ft.  9in. ;  when 
closed,  19iin.  The  handle  is  a  metal  telescope 
with  a  square  inner  slide  ;  a  spring  hook  is  attached 
for  convenience  in  carrying  from  button -hole  or 
loop  on  basket  or  strap.  The  ring  is  made  of 
phosphor  bronze,  with  a  turn-over  joint  of  same 
material.     The  whole  thing  is  non-rusting  and 


very  durable.  The  weight  is  under  16oz.,  and  the 
price  only  lOs.  6d.  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  of 
137,  St.  John-street-road.  London,  who  are  bringing 
it  out,  have  at  present  only  a  stock  with  the  turn- 
over joint  which  does  not  lock,  but  falls  when  the 
handle  is  turned  round.  I  have  strongly  advised 
them  to  put  some  catch  to  lock  the  net  when 
extended,  as,  in  my  opinion,  and  I  speak  from 
experience  of  them,  the  joint  which  does  not  lock 
is  a  perfect  nuisance.  R.  B;  Maeston. 


In  the  pilot  chart  of  the  British  meteorological 
office  for  March  many  observations  of  the  singular 
phenomenon  called  "white  water"  are  collected, 
says  The  YouMs  Companion.  It  is  more  frequently 
seen  in  the  tropical  parts  of  the  Indian  Ocean  than 
anywhere  else,  and  it  impresses  some  observers  as 
weird,  ghastly,  and  awe-inspiring.  The  ocean  has 
a  milky  look,  and  the  ship  seems  to  be  passing 
through  a  kind  of  luminous  fog,  in  which  sea  and 
sky  appear  joined,  and  the  sense  of  distance  is 
lost. 


{Continued  from  page  411.) 

CHAPTER  Y  L—continuedt 

This  is  very  easily  done,  and  it  is  a  most  kiUing 
way  of  fishing,  especially  where  the  banks  are 
very  bushy,  and  hence  the  water  by  them  con- 
cealed is  but  httle  disturbed  by  such  as  fish  only 
from  the  bank.  In  this  way,  late  in  the  season,  I 
have  had  excellent  sport  in  the  double  waters, 
when  the  waters  had  long  been  too  low  to  attract 
the  fishermen  to  their  banks,  save  an  occasional 
one  or  two,  who  for  exercise  (I  should  imagine  not 
fishing)  have  made  their  appearance  in  the  evening, 
to  whip  the  water,  with  long  lines  and  collar, 
little  flies,  and  fine  fishing.  It  has  seemed  occa- 
sionally that  these  midnight  wanderers  have  been 
pleased  with  their  success,  and  actually  have  now 
and  then  caught  a  dozen  or  so — certainly,  I  will 
admit,  a  greater  number  than  they  could  have 
caught  by  day.  But  how  often  have  I  thought,  if 
to  these  would-be  fishermen  such  satisfaction  is 
afforded  by  their  ideas  of  fishing,  how  great  would 
be  their  delight  could  they  open  their  eyes  and 
with  clear  vision  see  the  whole  system  of  fishing  ! 
How  truly  enchanted  would  they  be  with  the 
true  sport  of  fishing  ! — sport  when  a  man  goes 
forth  boldly  and  defies  the  finny  tribes  in  open  day 
and  glorious  sunshine,  confident  to  engage  with 
them  on  their  o^vn  terms,  and  careful  only  to 
discover  he  is  entering  the  contest  armed  with 
rightly-selected  weapons,  -ndth  whose  full  powers 
he  is  so  famiUar  and  confident  that  he  feels  certain 
of  victory  :  nor  has  he  long  to  wait ;  he  advances 
and  attacks,  conquers,  and  again  renews  on  different 
ground,  with  different  tactics,  his  contest,  so  surely 
to  be  rewarded  by  gratifying  success.  All,  who 
can  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  sport  of  fishing  but 
he  who  is  born  a  fisherman  ?  The  passion  of  sport 
is  a  constitutional  quality,  innate  in  us,  neither 
acquired  by  education,  nor  begotten  of  success  in  the 
pursuit.  It  is  a  pleasurable  excitement,  which 
hangs  in  one's  mind,  amongst  fancy  and  imagina- 
tion, but  it  is  firmly  Hnked  on  the  other  side  to  the 
reaUties  of  the  stimulus,  the  thing  exciting,  and 
the  occupation  engaging,  to  whose  acquaintance  by 
famiharity  does  it  the  more  highly  respond,  and 
with  which  it  becomes  more  fondly  attached  ;  an 
acquaintance,  too, 
which,  begun  early  when 
first  perceived  in  most 
rudimentary  outline,  de- 
velops itself  in  enchant- 
ing fulness  and  thrilhng 
effect  through  one's 
entire  nature,  I  must 
not  dwell  longer  on  the 
sport  of  fishing  ;  I  have 
already  disclosed  myself 
as  an  enthusiast — kind 
reader,  think  me  not  a 
fanatic  on  the  subject. 
Do  you  indulge  ever  in 
following  our  poets 
through  their  worlds  of 
imagination  ?  Have  you 
permitted  your  fancy  to 
conjure  up  in  sweetest 
pictures  their  ideal 
sketches  —  to  exist  with  them  awhile  in  the 
elysium  whose  shadowy  outhne  their  wild  imagi- 
nation has  traced,  for  you  with  your  mind's  OAvn 
operation  to  fill  up  in  detail,  and  make  it  the  more 
sensible,  the  more  real  to  your  delusion  ?  If  so, 
try  whether  within  you  is  the  spirit  of  appreciation 
of  sport ;  leave  your  poets  ;  take  Natm-e  for  your 
book  ;  view  her  beauties,  admire  her  splendour, 
breathe  her  exhilarating  air,  and  go  in  and 
amongst  her  reaUties ;  then  if  you  have  the  power 
to  appreciate  sport,  you  -niU  find  yourself  dwelling 
in  a  natural  elysium,  surrounded  by  beauties  real 
and  substantial,  yours,  aye  your  ovra  so  far  as 
they  are  really  worth,  for  who  can  draw  from 
them  more  pleasure  than  you?    No  one  ;  they  are 

*  From  that  capital  little  work,  "The  Art  of 
Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams:  comprising  a 
complete  system  of  fisliing  the  North  Devon 
streams,  and  their  like."  Published  by  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London.    Price,  Ss.  6d.,  post  free. 
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yours  to  enjoy,  revel  in  and  delight,  and  your 
enjoyment  of  them  is  carried  by  this  passion  of 
sport  far  beyond  the  ordinary  pleasurable  feelings 
engendered  by  the  gratification  of  taste.  Others 
as  observers  of  beauty  may  appreciate  picturesque 
scenery  as  highly  as  you,  but  the  animating  influence 
of  the  passion  of  sport  produces  within  you  emotions 
of  a  most  deUcious  character,  and  renders  the 
mind  more  sensitive  to  the  poetry  of  Nature. 

You  as  a  fisherman  in  these  liills  and  dales  of 
pleasure  are  existing  under  the  charm  of  sport, 
and  under  the  influence  of  its  enchantment  can 
appreciate  in  a  highly-exalted  degree  the  beauties 
and  harmony  of  creation,  as  displayed  to  you  in 
your  piscatorial  rambles,  and  should  rejoice  that 
you  possess  a  means  of  affording  yourself  such 
peculiar  gratification — such  extraordinary  dehght 
as  your  occupation  is  capable  of  bestowing. 

Pardon,  kind  reader,  my  wandering  from  the 
subject  of  the  beetle,  and  charitably  regard  the 
feelings  which  a  remembrance  of  "  those  hills,  my 
native  hills,  o'er  which  so  oft  I've  roamed,"  have 
excited  within  me  :  truly  do  they  prove  the  two- 
fold value  of  innocent  pleasure  ;  first,  the  direct 
effect  produced  on  our  sensations  at  the  time,  and 
the  enjoyment  therefrom ;  secondly,  the  sweet 
impression  left  on  the  memory,  on  which  fair 
picture  the  mind  most  wonderfully  can  concen- 
trate itself,  and  should  any  particular  be  at  all 
fading,  most  vividly  will  the  main  features,  indelibly 
impressed,  recall  every  minutise  of  detail,  hallow 
the  whole  with  a  sweet  fascination,  and  be  to  us  a 
present  ecstasy  of  past  enjoyment. 

Ah,  i-eader,  brother  Devonian,  your  sweet 
garden  is  indeed  a  Paradise ;  grander  magni- 
ficence of  country  we  may  know,  but  give  me  your 
sweet  httle  dales  and  hillocks,  your  little  brooks 
and  furze  bushes,  your  homely  air  and  welcome, 
joyous,  happy  aspect,  in  preference  to  the  austere 
snowy  ranges,  the  frowning  mountains,  and  the 
pompous  state  of  majestic  rivers,  vast  plains,  and 
impenetrable  forests — the  whole  so  reserved,  so 
distant,  so  difficult  of  intimate  acquaintance, 
demanding  such  laborious  toil  even  to  approach 
their  presence,  that  you  feel  amongst  what  is  un- 
congenial, unfriendly,  overwhelming,  and  exclu- 
sive. Aye,  but  the  Httle  stream  is  dancing,  the 
music  of  the  falls  is  heard  ;  we  must  be  off  to  our 
sport,  and  retrace  our  devious  course  to  where  M-e 
began  to  digress. 

{To  be  continued.) 


FEESH-WATEK  AQUAKIA.* 
By  the  Rev,'  Geeqoby  0,;  Bateman,  A.K.Oj 

[Continued  from  page  412.) 
CHAPTER  VIII.— continuedi 

The  Dog-fish  {Umbra  krameri)  (Fig.  125),  related 
to  both  the  garfish  and  the  pike,  is  a  beautiful  and 
interesting  httle  fish.  It  has  received  the  name  of 
"  Dog-fish  "  from  its  manner  of  swimming,  the  ven- 
tral and  pectoral  fins  moving  alternately  like  the 
feet  of  a  rurming  dog. 

The  genus  Umbra  contains  two  species,  one  a 
native  of  the  Old  World,  the  other  of  the  New.  The 
former  is  found  only  in  Southern  Europe. 

The  Dog-fish  generally  lives  in  stagnant  water, 
and  consequently  does  well  in  an  aquarium.  When 
fully  grown  it  is  about  Sin.  in  length. 

The  rather  long  dorsal  fin  commences  at  the 
middle  of  the  back,  and  contains  fifteen  or  sixteen 
rays.  The  caudal  fin  is  rounded  and  nearly  as  long 
as  the  head.  The  anal  fin  has  a  short  base,  and  ter- 
minates just  opposite  to  the  end  of  the  dorsal  fha. 
The  pectoral  and  ventral  fins  are  equal  in  length, 
the  latter  reaching  as  far  back  as  the  vent. 

The  head,  which  gives  the  fish  its  distinctive 
character,  is  covered  with  scales  except  on  the  nose 
and  jaws.  For  the  size  of  the  fish  the  scales  are 
large,  they  are  circular  in  shape,  and  overlap  each 
other.  The  lateral  line  is  marked  by  a  hght  yellow 
or  reddish  streak,  which  is  placed  rather  high  up  on 
the  side.  The  colour  of  the  body  is  a  pretty 
reddish-brown,  growing  darker  in  the  back  and 
lighter  towards  the  abdomen.  The  head  and  body 
are  covered  mth  dark-brown  spots.  The  caudal 
and  dorsal  fins  are  brown,  while  the  other  fins  are  of 
lighter  colour.:    The  eye  is  large  and  beautiful. 

*  This  ia  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Oazette  by  arrangement  with  .Mr.  Upcott 


The  males  are  said  to  be  much  rarer  than  the 
females,  and  may  be  distinguished  by  their  smaller 
size  and  "  projecting  papilla  "  near  the  anal  fin. 

These  fish  will  deposit  their  large  eggs  while  in 
confinement.  Some  superstitious  fishermen  regard 
the  fisli  as  poisonous,  and  consider  that  to  catch  a 
Dog-fish  means  ill  luck. 

This  fish,  in  confinement,  will  eat  tiny  worms, 
aquatic  insects,  water-worms,  and  small  pieces  of 
raw  meat.    It  is  exceedingly  hardy. 

There  are  many  other  interesting  fresh-water 


Fig.  125.    The  Dog-fish  (Umbra  kramebi). 

(^Frcm  a  photograph  by  the  Author.) 


fishes  occasionally  imported  into  this  country  from 
various  parts  of  the  world  which  are  suitable  for 
confinement  in  a  tank,  but  their  cost,  as  a  rule, 
places  them  out  of  the  reach  of  the  ordinary  aqua- 
rium keeper.  But  I  hope  that  enough  has  akeady 
been  said  in  regard  to  fish  to  enable  anyone  to 
keep  successfully  any  fresh-water  fish  which  is  Ukely 
to  come  into  his  possession. 

CHAPTER  IX. 
The  Different  Varieties  of  Goldfish  and  how 
TO  Breed  Them. 
It  is  hardly  half  a  century  since  the  EngUsh  people 
began  to  take  an  interest  in  matters  of  the  aqua- 
rium, and  such  naturahsts  as  Mr.  P.  H.  Gosse,  Mr. 
Saville  Kent.  Dr.  Ward,  Mr.  R.  Warrington,  Dr. 
Lankester,  and  others  helped  to  make  them  very 
popular ;  so  much  so,  that  m  many  of  our  chief 
towns  large  and  well-appointed  aquaria  were  estab- 
lished for  the  interest  and  instruction  of  the  public. 
Now,  however,  when  a  visit  is  paid  to  some  of 
these  places  one  cannot  but  conclude  that  the  public 
interest  in  them  is  on  the  wane,  though,  at  the 
same  time,  it  ought  to  be  acknowledged  that  the 
love  for  natural  history  is  increasing  very  quickly. 
It  may  be  that  people  prefer  to  keep  and  tend 
animals  of  their  own  rather  than  have  them  kept 
for  them; 

Though  our  interest,  and  really  the  beginning  of 
our  knowledge,  in  aquarium  matters  is  not  more 
than  fifty  years  old,  if  so  old,  the  Chinese  and 
Japanese,  in  their  own  clever  way,  have  carried  on 
the  keeping  and  breeding  of  fish  in  confinement  for 
many  centuries. 

It  is  said  that  in  China  at  the  present  day  there 
is  some  sort  of  an  aquarium,  containing  "two  or 
more  goldfish,  in  nearly  every  house.  These  fish, 
however,  are  not  as  a  rule  the  common  kinds  with 
which  we  are  so  familiar  here,  but  animals  of  good 
or  extraordinary  shape,  and  of  most  beautiful 
colours.  It  is  only  comparatively  recently  that 
the  good  fish  of  China  and  Japan  have  found  their 
way  into  our  country. 

{To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — Owing  to  the 
extensive  floods,  which  in  many  parts  rendered  the 
tow-path  impassable,  sport  during  the  opening 
week  of  the  season  was  poor  generally.  But  now  the 
river  is  getting  well  within  its  banks  prospects  have 
greatly  improved.  The  water  is  a  splendid  colour  and 
roach  are  in  grand  condition,  but  have  been  only 
feeding  fitfully.  They  have  been  taking  bread-crust 
or  small  red  worms.  At  Kingston,  near  the  Town's 
End  Hole,  Mr.  Birkwood,  of  Wimbledon,  captured 
a  fine  carp  of  111b.  2oz.  on  a  No.  9  hook,  and  the 


following  day  he  had  some  nice  perch  of  lib.  each. 
Mr.  W.  Newman  has  had  bream  and  roach.  At 
Marlow  fairly  good  sport  has  been  had.  Barbel 
should  be  in  good  condition,  bub  the  stream  ha3 
been  too  strong  to  try  the  proper  swims  for  them. 
The  river  should  be  toning  down  in  regard  to 
strength  of  stream  daily,  as  most  of  the  surplus 
water  has  been  run  off. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  is  going  down 
nicely,  and  should  be  within  bounds  by  the  week-end ; 
of  course,  there  is  a  very  heavy  stream.  The  water 
cleared  when  it  was  almost  at  its  highest,  and  a  lot 
of  roach  have  been  caught.  These  fish,  although 
not  in  the  best  of  condition,  are  feeding  well,  and 
several  bags  of  201b.  have  been  creeled.  A  number 
of  jack  have  also  been  taken,  including  fish  of 
Ulb.  4:02.,  71b.,  and  61b.  Plenty  of  fish  should  be 
caught  during  the  coming  week. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Kichmond). — The  river  is  about  two  feet 

lower,  but  still  running  a  high  pressure.  Several 
bank  anglers  tried  the  swims  we  mentioned  in  our 
last  report  and  picked  up  a  few  good  fish,  but  in  no 
great  quantity.  Several  good  eels  have  been 
caught  near  the  town ;  it  is  reported  that  one 
weighed  51b.  and  another  4^1  b. ;  we  have  seen 
several  averaging  21b.  ea«h. — Uaynor  and  Son. 

 (Teddingfton  Weir). — The  water  is  now 

going  down  rapidly,  and  by  June  28  ought  to  be 
fit  for  good  fishing;  at  present  it  is  quite  clear, 
only  too  much  stream.  We  have  been  getting 
gudgeon,  roach,  and  dace  the  last  few  days  in  the 
eddies,  also  three  or  four  small  trout  have  been 
taken,  up  to  l^lb.,  which  were  returned. — Walteb 
McBride. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — On  Wednes- 
day I  found  the  river,  atter  having  been  in  a  state 
of  flood,  in  good  order,  clean,  and  the  bank  angling 
very  fair.  (Joarse  fishers  are  now  hard  at  work 
trying  to  find  swims,  the  fish  being  much  disturbed, 
and  are  seen  all  over  the  river.  A  few  nice  roach 
up  to  ^Ib.  each  have  been  had  in  good  condition. 
1  his  is  an  early  river  for  spawning.  Silver  bream 
are  moving.  Those  fishing  for  perch  have  had  some 
decent  fish,  twelve  to  fourteen  to  a  rod.  All 
round  for  coarse  fish  we  have  had  excellent  sport. 
Gentles  and  worms  best  baits. — John  O.  George. 

Cornish  Streams. — Peel  are  still  very  scarce 
everywhere  and  the  rivers  are  very  low.  One  or 
two  peel  have  been  taken  in  the  Camel  by  Mr.  Oliver, 
and  Mr.  Liddle  had  one  in  the  same  river  of  2^1b. 
Mr.  Long  had  a  tussle  with  a  salmon  in  the  same 
river,  and  the  best  baskets  of  trout  were  381b.,  201b., 
161b.  and  121b.  The  moorland  streams  are  doing 
fairly  well.  On  the  Inney  sport  has  been  poor,  and 
very  few  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  Fowey.  The 
Tamar  is  in  fine  condition,  and  from  the  northern 
parts  a  few  good  baskets  have  been  made. — 
Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Sport  has  been 
rather  quiet  during  the  past  week,  notwithstanding 
the  heavy  rain,  and  the  river  has  gone  down  and 
assumed  its  normal  state  again.  Peel  have  not  yet 
been  seen,  but  they  are  soon  expected  to  run. 
Salmon  continue  to  be  plentiful,  and  two  or  three 
are  reported  to  have  been  caught  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  river  by  rod  fishermen.  On  Thurs- 
day, June  18,  Mr.  H.  Searle,  fishing  in  the  evening, 
secured  a  lovely  basket  of  twenty-one  fish.  On  the 
same  day  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  fourteen,  whilst 
Mr.  Revell  has  had  several  fair  baskets.  Several 
eel  traps  have  been  laid,  it  being  thought  that  the 
eels  are  detrimental  to  trouting.  Fair  bass  fishing 
has  been  had  down  the  river  by  Messrs.  J.  Edmonds 
and  W.  F.  Tollit.  The  best  flies  are  Maxwell 
Blue  and  Cow  Hair. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Matlook  Bath).— The  largest  trout  on 
record  was  caught  by  Mr.  W.  Frost  behind  the 
Devonshire  Hotel,  Matlock  Bath,  its  dimensions 
being— Length,  24in. ;  girth,  17in;  weight,  71b.  14oz. 
It  took  over  an  hour  to  land,  and  was  caught  with 
a  minnow,  fishing  from  a  boat. — Dotterel. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Zzaak  Walton  Hotel 
Lengths). — The  May  Fly  is  now  over.  It  has  not 
been  so  successful  a  season  as  last  year,  although 
fair  sport  has  been  enjoyed,  Messrs.  Basset,  of 
Maidenhead,  bringing  their  record  up  to  50J  brace, 
being  a  brace  and  half  less  than  last  year.  The 
Hon.  O'Grady  has  also  been  successful  the  last  two 
or  three  days  with  the  Black  Gnat,  getting  two 
brace  on  Monday  (June  22),  three  brace  Tuesday 
(June  23).  Mr.  Evans  also  got  two  brace  on  Monday 
with  similar  fly. — Wm.  Evans. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Owing  to  the  water  having 
again  become  somewhat  low  and  clear  only  moderate 
sport  has  been  secured  on  this  river  during  the  past 
week.  Several  of  the  members  have  plied  the  rod 
for  salmon  but  catches  have  been  light,  those  to 
hand  being  Mr.  J.  Baker  one  salmon,  scaling  131b., 
and  Mr.  H.  H.  Rostall  two  grilse,  scaling  5ib.  and 
3Jlb.  Mr.  J.  Baker  has  also  secured  seven  brace  of 
trout. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Bzeter). — Since  my  last  report 
several  salmon  have  been  taken  with  flies,  the  Silver 
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Doctor  and  Butcher  pro\'ing  serviceable  at  Cowley, 
Brampford  Speke,  and  the  Upper  Exe  portions 
of  the  river.  Some  trout  have  been  caught  with 
Blue  Dun,  Uprights,  and  Red  Spinner.  The  coarse 
fishing  has  been  fairly  good,  both  in  the  river  and 
canal,  several  perch,  roach,  and  a  few  eels  being 
accounted  for  at  Topsham,  Countess  Wen-,  and  the 
Lime  Kilns. — Red  Paimee. 

Feu  District  (South  Lines  and  Combs). — 
The  coarse  fishing  in  the  Fen  district  of  South 
Lincolnshire  and  Cambridgeshire  commenced  on 
Tuesday  in  last  week.  The  drains  in  this  district 
are  teeming  with  fish.  Reaching  operations  are 
being  gone  over  for  the  first  time  on  the  Forty-foot 
and  other  principal  drains,  but  something  wUl  have 
to  be  done  with  the  bottom  weed.  Anglers'  baskets 
were  made  up  chiefly  of  bream  and  eels. — Limpet. 

Itchen  (Winchester). — June  18. — Rain  all  day, 
and  from  2  o'clock  to  4  o'clock  flies  came  down  in 
large  patches,  chiefly  olives,  but  no  fish  rose  to  them 
except  in  a  few  sheltered  places.  June  19. — Dull, 
heavy,  rainy  day,  and  no  fly  or  spinner,  except  here 
and  there  an  Iron  Blue,  until  the  afternoon,  when 
a  strong  hatch  came  up  about  3  o'clock  and  lasted 
until  nearly  8  o'clock ;  water  thick.  June  20. — Very 
cold,  and  wind  very  strong,  from  north  to  north- 
east ;  very  short  rise  of  fly,  and  fish  did  not  take  at 
all  well;  no  spinner.  June  21. — Warm,  light, 
northerly  winds;  flies  came  on  about  12.15  and 
continued  more  or  less  until  8  o'clock.  Medium 
Olive  Iron  Blue  and  Blue  Winged  Olive  (the  first 
seen  this  season) ;  a  few  fish  rising  all  day,  but  shy 
and  difficult  of  approach,  owing  to  the  light  fall  of 
spinner,  although  considerable  quantities  were  in 
the  meadows  in  the  early  evening.  June  22.  — 
Dull,  heavy,  thundery  day;  weed  cutting  above, 
and  consequently  river  discoloured  and  heavy.  No 
fly  to  speak  of,  and  no  spinner  on  or  in  the 
meadows.  Swifts  and  swallows  hawking  high,  but 
no  rain. — Pale  Watery  Dun. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Having  been  in  full 
flood,  there  has  been  no  sport  among  the  trout  and 
dace  in  the  Lea,  Beane,  and  Rib,  and  coarse  fishing 
has  been  almost  at  a  standstill  on  the  Stort.  The 
Lea  has  imdergone  an  excellent  flushing,  and  some 
good  results  ought  to  be  had  on  Wednesday  next, 
July  1,  among  the  roach,  when  those  fish  once  more 
come  into  season  on  that  river.  The  Lea  then  also 
opens  for  chub,  bream,  barbel,  carp  and  tench 
fishing,  and  bream  and  barbel  anglers  who 
know  the  haimts  of  those  fish  will,  favourable 
weather  prevailing,  doubtless  find  them  in  a 
feeding  humour.  Barbel  are  to  be  met  with  in 
most  of  the  weir  pools  up  the  Lea.  Roa«h  ought 
also  to  reward  anglers  visiting  the  Stort.  Both 
rivers  on  Wednesday  were  fining  down  fast,  and 
many  fish  have  been  seen  on  the  move  in  some  of 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Lea. — Izaak  Walton, 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  fishing  now  the  weeds  have  been  cut, 
and  several  very  good  catches  have  been  taken  by 
local  and  other  fishermen,  and  there  is  every  pro- 
spect of  good  sport;  the  river  is  just  at  its  normal 
height,  and  there  has  been  no  flood  whatever. 
Men,  boats,  and  baits  can  be  obtained  from  Rolph, 
Ram  Hotel,  on  application,  also  accommodation. — 
Rolph. 

Lnggf  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams,  though  afJected  by  the  thunderstorms  of 
last  week,  have  now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and 
they  are  now  ruruiing  in  order  for  fishing,  being 
clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  Pinsley  is  in  good 
order  and  sport  has  been  had. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland).— 
Should  the  fine  weather  of  the  last  four  or  five 
days  continue,  these  rivers  will,  by  the  end  of  the 
week,  be  in  a  first-class  condition,  and  sport  may 
be  anticipated.    It  looks  likely  that  July  this  year 


will  be  a  good  fishing  month,  as  the  rivers  will  all 
be  running  a  good  volume  of  water — considerably 
in  excess  of  what  is  usually  the  case  in  that  month, 
Minnow  fishing  should  now  be  good.  With  the 
beginning  of  July  the  grayling  season  is  generally 
reckoned  to  open  in  this  neighbourhood. — R.  T. 

WiLLLlMS. 

Nene  (Feterborongfh). — The  river  is  still  very 
high  i^owing  to  the  great  flow  of  water  down  the 
None  valley,  the  depth  registered  on  Wednesday, 
June  24,  on  the  fgauge  at  the  Town  Bridge  being 
13ft.  Consequently,  on  account  of  the  water  ex- 
tending far  beyond  the  bed  of  the  river,  no  angling 
can  be  done  except  from  punts. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is  in 
beautiful  order,  and  good  sport  may  be  looked  for, 
especially  in  the  evening,  if  the  weather  becomes 
milder.  For  the  past  week  the  rise  has  been  poor, 
and  no  baskets  of  importance  have  been  made.  A 
couple  of  brace  of  decent  fish  were  killed  on 
Wednesday  at  Tipton  on  the  dry  fly  in  the 
forenoon,  but  few  trout  were  moving. — Heron. 

Onse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  has  been  higher 
throughout  the  country  than  has  been  the  case  for 
the  last  twenty-eight  years.  It  is  now  falling  and 
fining  down  rapidly,  and  I  anticipate  by  Saturday 
it  will  be  in  good  condition,  and  no  doubt  many 
fine  roach  and  rudd  will  in  consequence  pay  the 
penalty. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

Flymonth. — One  would  have  thought  with  all 
the  rain  that  the  rivers  would  have  been  in  a  high 
flood,  but  such  is  not  the  case.  The  Tavy  was  the 
only  one  that  showed  any  great  difference,  and  on 
this  river  some  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
taken.  Although  there  are  so  many  peel  and 
salmon  in  the  river  they  are  not  rising  well,  and 
only  one  or  two  chance  ones  have  been  taken 
hooked,  and  one  or  two  very  fine  fish  have  broken 
the  gear. — William  Heaeder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  trout  fishing  season 
has  so  far  proved  one  of  the  very  worst  on  record, 
the  fish  caught  having  been  fewer  and  smaller  than 
for  years  past.  There  is,  however,  no  lack  of  sport 
with  regard  to  chub  and  roach,  and  these  will 
provide  the  middle  class  angler  with  agreeable 
recreation  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  private 
tributary  streams  in  South  Shropshire,  many  of 
which  are  well  stocked  with  trout,  have  this  season 
yielded  excellent  sport. — Hafren. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.  —  Trout  in  the 
streams,  which  are  stUl  high  and  running  fast.  They 
are  all  over  the  water.  Some  heavy  fish  are  to  be  seen 
in  the  western  streams,  but  blank  days  are  the  rule 
at  present.  Coarse  fishing  on  the  Adur  has  opened 
well.  Good  bags  of  roach  and  dace  have  been 
taken,  and  carp  are  feeding  on  paste  and  gentles 
at  Stejming.  The  season  promises  to  be  a  good 
one.  The  Chichester  Canal  is  in  excellent  order. — 
G.  F.  Salter. 

Tei£l  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).  —  Nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
few  days,  one  trout  weighing  4Jlb.  Four  salmon 
were  also  landed. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
now  gone  down  and  cleared  nicely,  and  is  now 
running  in  capital  condition  for  either  fly  or  bottom 
fishing.  Minnow  fishing  imder  the  weirs  has  been 
good  in  the  evening. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 

gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  now  in  good  order 
for  fishing  again.  Angling  this  week  has  not  been 
brisk. — ^Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  river  is  in  grand  con- 
dition and  free  from  bottom  weed,  but  the 
temperature  of  the  water  is  too  low  for  sport,  and 
but  few  fish  are  on  the  scouring  grounds.  Fly 
fishermen  find  a  difficulty  in  getting  at  the  chub, 
and  but  few  have  been  secured,  best  I  have  seen 
weighing  2^\h.,  by  Mr.  D.  Slater.  In  the  Muckham 
water  worms  and  cad  baits  have  accoimted  for  a 
few,  heaviest  by  Mr.  H.  Corner,  June  18,  31b.  3Joz., 
a  good  fish,  with  the  former  lure.  But  few 
barbel  are  observed  "pitching,"  the  state  of  the 
water  being  the  cause. — Trentsider. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  recent  rains  have  done  little  to  improve 
the  state  of  the  rivers.  The  Tyne  has  had  about 
four  inches  of  fresh  water,  but  is  now  quite  low 
and  clear  again.  Mr.  Thompson,  Newcastle,  fished 
a  tributary  of  the  South  Tyne  on  Saturday  (June  20), 
and  enjoyed  capital  sport  with  fly,  killing  eleven 
good  fish  with  our  special  pattern  midge.  Two 
good  baskets  were  made  on  the  Weldon  Bridge 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies. — Largest  stock  in  the 
kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "  Piscator  Leeds." 


water  with  up-stream  worming.  Mr.  Frost  and 
party  fishing  the  Redo  have  had  heavy  baskets 
with  up-stream  worm.  A  good  basket  was  killed 
on  the  Wansbeck  by  Mr.  Mills.  The  Green  Drake 
season  has  been  a  poor  one,  and  the  artificial  fly 
useless. — A.  Mtjrton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
8  and  10.  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — During  the  past  week  the  salmon 
anglers  have  again  experienced  excellent  sport. 
June  17— Mr.  H.  W.  Pride,  one,  131b.;  Mr.  G. 
Edmunds,  jun.,  one,  12Jlb. ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Gustard, 
one ;  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  three  ;  Mr.  R.  St.  John 
Beasley,  one.  June  18 — Mr.  E.  King,  two  ;  Mr. 
Johnson,  one,  131b.  ;  Rev.  H.  J.  Bates,  one  ;  Mr. 
R.  St.  John  Beasley,  four,  161b..  121b.,  12lb.,  and 
101b.  ;  Mr.  T.  G.  Cartwright,  one,  131b. ;  Mr. 
ICirkpatrick,  one;  Col.  Morris,  one.  June  19 — 
Rev.  H  J.  Bates,  one ;  Mr.  Corfield,  one ;  Mr. 
Bentinck,  two  ;  Mr.  E.  King,  one  ;  Mr.  B. 
Davies,  one,  111b.;  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  one;  Mr. 
Beasley,  two,  171b.  and  121b. ;  Col.  Morris,  one, 
161b.  June  20— Mr.  T.  G.  Cartwright,  three  ;  Mr. 
Bentinck,  one ;  Mrs.  Lister,  two ;  Mr.  R.  W.  Richards, 
one  ;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  jun.,  one  ;  Mr.  Humphreys, 
one;  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  one,  12Jlb.  June  22 
— Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  a  grilse ;  Mr.  Bentinck, 
a  grilse;  Col.  Roche,  two,  lllb.  and  141b.;  Mr.  H. 
Humphreys,  two,  141b.  and  ll|-lb. ;  Mr.  R.  St.  John 
Beasley,  one,  201b.— T.'R. 

Witham  Conservancy  (Mid  Lines). — Among 
the  waters  in  North  Lincolnshire  the  Witham 
has  enjoyed  the  majority  of  patronage,  but 
results  in  the  way  of  captures  were  meagre. 
Bream  has  been  the  fish  mostly  angled  for,  and 
they  are  showing  themselves  in  great  quantities  at 
Bardney,  Southrey,  and  Dogdyke.  Operations  are 
in  force  for  getting  rid  of  the  weeds,  and  in  the 
Dogdyke  section  the  work  will  be  completed  on  an 
early  date. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  waters 
have  become  low  and  clear,  so  that  fly-fishing  is 
pursued  with  fair  success,  several  anglers  who  have 
fished  the  Wye  securing  two  to  four  brace  of  nice 
sized  fish,  whilst  the  Derwent  too  has  yielded  from 
its  different  portions  a  nice  lot  of  average  sized 
trout  and  grayling  ;  but  trout  are  not  in  such  good 
condition  as  is  usual  for  this  time  of  the  year, 
considering  that  the  May  Fly  is  just  over.  Mr.  W. 
Kirkland,  fishing  the  Darleydale  Club's  water  on 
June  18,  had  two  brace,  and  on  June  20,  one 
and  a  half  brace;  on  June  23,  one  brace.  Mr. 
H.  Cooper,  fishing  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association's  water  below  Cromford,  on 
Thursday,  June  18,  had  four  and  a  half  brace. 
Messrs.  Buxton,  Collinson,  Dale,  and  Pearson  have 
taken  on  various  occasions  two  and  three  good  fish 
each. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  very 
low  and  clear.  A  few  trout  fishers  have  been  out  on 
the  Yore  in  the  higher  reaches.  Fair  sport  has  been 
met  with  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon  and  natural 
minnow  spun  on  the  Ariel  flight.  The  Cover  has 
been  fishing  fairly  at  Coverham  and  Middleham. 
Mr.  H.  Caley  and  others  have  had  some  very  nice 
panniers  of  trout  with  spinning  the  minnow,  also 
with  fly.  In  the  main  river  some  nice  sport  has 
been  had  in  the  districts  of  Masham,  Tanfield,  and 
Ripon,  Messrs.  Carter,  Dean,  Daniels,  and  others 
getting  some  very  nice  panniers  with  fly  and 
minnow.  The  Swale  is  now  running  low  and  clear. 
The  Wharfe  remains  very  low.  Poor  returns  are  to 
hand  from  the  districts  of  Appletreewick,  Burnsall, 
Bolton  Woods,  and  Ilkley.  During  the  last  few 
days  several  fine  baskets  of  mixed  fish  have  been 
made  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe.  Mr.  A. 
Mowson  had  close  upon  161b. ;  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill, 
jun.,  had  also  a  similar  one  ;  Mr.  A.  Gardham  had 
nice  sport  amongst  the  barbel,  the  heaviest  being 
51b.  2oz.  The  Nidd  has  been  fishing  well.  Fair 
sport  has  been  met  with  at  Pateley  Bridge  and 
Dacre  Banks.  Very  few  rods  have  been  out  at 
Knaresborough,  but  in  the  lower  reaches  some  nice 
sport  has  been  met  with  at  Ribston  and  Hunsingore. 
The  Rye,  Riccall,  and  Derwent  are  low.  Sport  on 
these  streams  has  been  of  a  meagre  character.— 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station- street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Aberfeldy   (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel). — Mr. 

Mcintosh,  Dundee,  fishing  Loch-na-Craig,  caught 
fifteen  trout,  6|lb.  Mr.  Stewart,  fourteen  nice  trout. 
— Alex  Mead. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.); 

 On  June  16  Messrs.  Gandy  aud  Winn  caught 

130  trout,  301b.,  on  Loch  Mheaullan ;  Captain 
Watson,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  fifteen  trout,  51b.  ; 
Messrs.  Quarton  and  Croal,  on  Loch  Urigill,  eighty 
trout,  261b. ;  and  Messrs.  Hodgson  and  Heasman, 
on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-eight  trout,  lUlb.  On 
17th  Messrs.  Gandy  and  Winn,  on  Locn  Cama, 
forty-two  trout,  131b.;  Captain  Watson,  thirty-one. 
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I  Hlb. ;  and  Messrs.  Whyte,  on  Loch  Urigill,  sixty- 
six,  171b.  On  18th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  had  six  dozen 
trout,  201b.,  on  Loch  Mheaullan;  Messrs.  Quarton  and 
Croal,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty-two,  201b.  (one  of  which 
weighed  3^1b.,  caught  by  Mr.  Quarton) ;  and  Capt. 
Watson,  on  Loch  UrigUl,  thirty-eight  trout,  101b. 
On  19th,  Messrs.  Quarton  and  Croal,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  landed  six  dozen  trout,  221b.;  Messrs. 
MacLaren  and  Greig,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty  trout, 

II  Mb. ;  Messrs.  Whyte,  twenty-six,  91b. ;  Mr.  and 
j'  a"?^'!;  seventeen,  5|lb. ;  and  Captain  Watson 

and  Mr.  Duff,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty-six  trout, 
91b. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  liddle.— Although  these  rivers 
are  running  low,  better  sport  than  could  have  been 
anticipated  is  being  had.    In  the  Langholm  water 
of  the  Esk,  Mr.  T.  Johnstone  and  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne 
had  each  a  sea- trout  over  a  pound  in  weight ;  Mr. 
T.  Morrison  creeled  three  sea-trout  at  Skipper's 
Bridge ;  Mr,  J.  Charlton  had  two  sea-trout  and  a 
basket  of  jSne  yellow  trout  in  the  mid-reaches; 
Mr.  A.  McMillan  had  two  sea-trout,  and  at  another 
fishing  a  couple,  21b.  and  l^lb.,  with  fly  ;  at  one 
fishing  Mr,  T.  Morrison  caught  four  sea-trout; 
Mr.  T.  Morrison,  jun.,  also  had  two.    In  the  lower 
waters,  Mr.  Milne  caught  one  of  Iflb.    Better  sport 
is  being  had  in  the  reserved  water  of  the  lower 
reaches.    Not  many  summer  salmon  are  running  in 
the  Firth  ;   yet  a  few  good  fish  were  got  in  the 
stake  nets.    Fishing  in  the  Stennish  water  above 
Langholm,  Messrs.  A.  A.  Carter  and  E.  G.  Whale 
creeled  three  dozen  yellow  trout  at  a  fishing.  In 
the  mid-reaches,  Mr.  McKxine  caught  five  sea-trout  • 
Mr.  W.  Riddle,  two  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Porteous,  three. 
Mr.  Todnck  had  three  sea-trout  in  the  mid-stretches 
of  the  Esk  ;  Mr.  A.  Keen  had  two,  and  Mr  W 
Murray  had  one ;  Mr.  J.  Brockbank  caught  a  sea- 
trout,  IJlb.,  and  some  nice  yellow  trout.    Mr.  R 
Nelson  had  a  couple  of  yellow  trout    in  the 
mid-reaches  of  the  Esk.      Others  anglers  have 
had  fau-ly  good  catches  of  sea  and  yellow  trout. 
Wishing  m  the  Liddle,  Mr.  and  Miss  Brackenridge 
killed  four  dozen  yellow3  trout ;  Miss  Church  had 
some  good  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle  water;  Mr. 
Muse  had  three  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle;  Mr.  A.  Hardy  creeled  two 
dozen  m  the  same  water ;  Mr.  Walker,  Copsha,  had 
a  basket  of  yellow  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Newton  creeled 
three  dozen  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  Murray  had  a 
good  basket.    In  Langholm  water  of  the  Esk  Mr 
T.  Morrison  killed  two  sea-trout,  a  little  over'  lib' 
each,  while  Messrs.  Laidlow,  Bell,  and  other  anglers 
have  had  sea-trout  and  fairly  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk.— Gilnockie 
Inchnadampli    Hotel    (Sutherland).— Fishing 
trom  the  above  hotel,  on  June  13,  Messrs.  Beach 
and  Rumford,  twenty  trout, g^lb., Mr. Copperthwaite, 
fourteen  51b.,  Major  Wilson,  one,  IJlb;  on  June  15, 
Mr.  Corstorphine,  thirty,  101b.,  Messrs.  Beach  and 
Rumford,  fifteen,  131b.,  Mr.  Hawkins,  fifteen,  51b., 
Mr.  Copperthwaite,  sixteen,  5ilh. ;  on  June  16  Mr 
Brown  ten,  41b.;  Mr.  Rumford,  one,  Ulb  Mr' 
Hawkins,  twenty,  61b.,  Mr.  Copperthwaite,  ten,'41b  • 
on  June  17,  Mr.  MacLaren,  fifteen,  51b.,  Mr.  Greig' 
nine,  41b  ;  on  June  18.  Major  Wilson,  three.  Sib!' 
Mr.  Hawkms,  three.  2ilb.,  Messrs.  McLaren  and 
Greig  twenty,  101b.,  Mr.  Webb,  nine,  4 Jib.  ;  on  June 
19,  Messrs.  Beach   and  Rumford,  twenty,  101b 
Major  Wi  son,  twenty,  1  Iflb.,  Mr.  Ruston,  three.  51b.'. 
Messrs.  Webb  and  Andrews.twelve,  51b.,  Mr.  Harvie 
Brown,  fourteen,  41b.;  on  June  20,  Messrs.  Webb, 
eleven  61b.,  Major  Wilson,  one,  Iflb.,  Mr.  Ruston 
three,  21b.— Wm.  Wallace. 

Isla  (Perthshire).— The  streams  are  running  very 
low  and  clear,  as  there  has  only  been  about  Uin.  of 
ram  smce  the  beginning  of  May.  Little  has  been 
done  with  fiy  on  the  streams,  but  when  a  breeze 
has  been  on  fair  baskets  have  been  got  on  the  lochs. 
On  Thursday  (June  18)  Messrs.  Elkington,  Birming- 
ham, and  Garret,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  had  a  nice 
basket  of  trout,  including  a  splendid  one  of  over 
41b. — Iasgaib. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross) — Dry  weather  continues 
Here  and  the  water  has  become  too  clear.  More  fish 
are  on  the  move,  but  there  are  few  flies  out.  Rising 
fish,  though  cast  over,  are  not  taking,  and  there 
has  not  been  much  improvement  in  sport.  Four 
or  five  boats  are  going  out  daily,  angling  clubs  being 
very  poorly  represented.  The  first-prize  winneri 
in  competmg  clubs  were  :  Mr.  W.  GUlies,  West  of 
bcotland  Club,  four  trout,  71b.  12oz.  ;  Mr  J  B 
Mills,  Dundee  Club,  three  trout,  41b.  9oz.  •"  Mr  j' 
Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan  Club,  three  trout,  5\h. 
Ihe  most  successful  private  parties  were  :  Mr  J  J 
Harris,  Kinross,  had  eleven  fine  trout  of  181b.  and 
on  the  following  day  eight  trout,  131b. ;  Mr  'Mor- 
mon, Pittsburg,  four  trout,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Morris 
Dunfermlme,  four  trout,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Weir' 
Ramornie,  four  trout,  51b.  12oz.— R.  B.  Laing 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel.  N.B.).— Fishmg  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  Wednesday.  June  17 
Mr.  R.  Thom  Annan  killed  a  nice  salmon  weighing 
91b.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Morgan,  fishing  Loch  Mhor.  nine 


trout,  31b.  On  the  18th,  on  Loch  Mhor.  Mr.  Morgan 
had  eight  trout.  3Ib. ;  and  on  the  20th.  fishing  Loch 
Ness,  Mr.  Annan  killed  one  trout  weighing  61b  — 

S.  TiLSTON.  *  * 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— 

On  June  16  Dr.  Izod,  London,  landed  eight  trout, 
3Jlb..  on  Mid  Shin;  Canon  Faber.  Doncaster,  on 
Lower  Mid  Shin,  eight  trout,  4ilb. ;   Mr.  Leake 
King's  Lynn,  on  Top  Shin,  six,  2|lb. ;  Colonel  and 
Miss  Dixon,  London,  on  Fiag  Beat,  sixteen  trout, 
8i\h. ;  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright,  Romford,  on  Lower 
Fiag.  twenty-seven  trout,  1  l|lb. ;  Messrs.  MacFadyn 
and  Allen,  London,  on  Loch  Griam,  forty- four  trout. 
12|lb. ;  and  Messrs.  Brown  and  Sparrow,  Shrews- 
bury,  Loch   Merkland,   twenty-seven  trout,  81b. 
On  17th,  Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  London,  had 
seven    trout,    4ilb.,    on    Top    Shin;    Dr.  Izod, 
London,    on    Upper    Fiag,    eight    trout,    61b. ; 
Canon  Faber,  on  Lower  Fiag,  sixteen  trout,  &}\h. ; 
Mr.  Brown,   on  Mid  Shin,    twenty   trout,   71b! ; 
Mr.  Sparrow,  thirteen  trout,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Allen  and 
MacFadyn,  on  Loch  Merkland.  four  trout,  2Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Leake,  twenty-seven  trout,  8^lh.  ;  and  Dr.  and 
Miss  Wright,  on  Loch  Griam,  twenty-two  trout,  91b. 
(one  of  which  weighed  21b.).    On  June  18,  Dr  Izod! 
on    Top    Shin,   caught   thirty-two   trout.  121b.; 
Mr.  Leake,   on   Mid  Shin,  twenty  trout,  8|lb. ; 
Mr.  Brown,  on  Lower  Fiag,  seven  trout,  4Jlb.  '; 
Mr.  Sparrow,  on  Upper  Fiag,  seven  trout,  21b. ; 
Canon  Faber,  on  Loch  Griam,  eight  trout.  41b. ; 
Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  on  Loch  Merkland.  six- 
teen trout.  6Jlb.  ;  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright,  twenty- 
seven.  111b.  heaviest,  Iflb. ;  Messrs.  MacFadyn  and 
Allen,  on  Lower  Mid  Shin,  fifteen  trout,  6+ lb.  On 
June  19,  Col.  and  Miss  Dixon,  on  Mid  Shin,  one 
dozen,   5Jlb.     Messrs.   MacFadyn  and  Allen,  on 
Lower  Fiag,  eleven  trout,  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Leake,  fifteen. 
741b.     Dr.  and  Miss  Wright,  on  Mid  Shin,  thirteen 
trout,  71b.    Mr,  Brown,  on  Top  Shin,  twenty-one 
trout.  81b.    Messrs.  Leddington  and  Eley,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  twenty-two  trout,  7Jlb.    On  June  20, 
Canon  Faber.  on  Mid  Shin,  one  dozen,  3  Jib.  Messrs! 
MacFadyn  and  Allen,  on  Top  Shin,  half-a-dozen, 
SJlb.    Messrs.  Leddington  and  Eley,  on  Loch  Merk- 
land, twenty-nine  trout,  d^lb.,  and  a  ferox  of  31b. 
Col.  and  Miss  Dixon,  on  Lower  Fiag,  nine  trout, 
4Jlb.    Messrs.  Chancellor  and  Prescott,  Carlisle, 
on  Upper  Fiag,  fourteen  trout,  81b.    Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brown,  on  Loch  Gorm,  five  dozen,  241b..  and  a  ferox 
of  5flb.— B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

The  following  has  been  the  sport  since  last  reported  : 
—On  June  16,  Capt.  Stewart.  London,  landed  three 
trout.  2|lb..  on  Lower  Chain ;  Messrs.  Hutoheson 
and  Proudfoot,  Perth,  on  Middle  Chain,  six  trout, 
5  Jib.  On  19th,  Capt.  Stewart,  on  Loch  Clash-fearn, 
forty  trout.  8 Jib. ;  Messrs.  Proudfoot  and  Hutcheson, 
on  Lower  Chain,  five  trout,  91b. — B. 

South    of  Scotland.— The  rivers  in  this  part 
of  the  country  remain  remarkably  low  and  clear. 
There  has  been  no  rainfall  in  Dumfriesshire,  the 
Stewartry  of  Galloway  and  Ayrshire  ^for  about  two 
months,  consequently  the  streams  are  at  a  low 
level.    Undoubtedly  there  is  plenty  of  sea-trout 
in  the  rivers.    Except  with  the  clear  water  worm, 
day-fishing  has  been  at  a  standstill.    After  dark 
anglers  have  not  fared  well  this  week  in  any  of  the 
rivers.    In  the  Annan,  Mr.  John  Rae,  The  Fits, 
Ecclefechan,   had    four    sea-trout  in  Castlemills 
Water.    Mr.  Learmont  has  also  had  sea-trout  with 
the  night  fly  in  the  same  water.    Odd  sea-trout 
have    been    taken    in    Hoddom  Castle  portion 
after  dark,   and   similar  reports  are  made  with 
regard  to    Murraythwaite   and    other  stretches 
of   the   same   river.    In  the  Galloway  rivers  of 
the     Stewartry     little    is    doing,   and    there  is 
little    prospect    of    improvement   until    a  flood 
comes  to  wash  out  the  bed  of  the  rivers.    In  the 
Ayrshire  part  of  the  district  some  small  catches  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  secured  on  the  lochs.  The 
upper  reaches  of  the  rivers  are  dried  up.    The  grilse 
in  the  Sol  way  are  running  now,  and  some  nice  ones 
have  been  taken  in  the  stake-nets  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Annan.    The  annual  run  of  the  herling  will 
likely  begin  next  week  as  they  are  then  due  in  the 
Annan.    From  the  middle  of  July  to  the  middle  of 
August  is  the  best  period  for  the  herling  fishing  in 
these  streams.    At  the  time  of  despatching  this 
report  a  thunderstorm  prevails,  and  there  is  some 
rain  falling. — Heathebbell. 

Standing  Stones  Hotel  (Stenness,  Orkney).— 
Fishing  from  the  above  hotel  on  June  19,  Mr. 
Nutman  had  six  trout,  51b.  ;  on  June  20,  seven 
trout,  61b.;  and  on  June  22,  tliree  trout,  4Jlb ; 
heaviest,  2 Jib. — John  MacKay. 

Tongue  Hotel.  —  Fishing  from  this  hotel  the 
following  catches  of  trout  have  been  had : — On 
June  15.  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  twenty- 
seven,  11  Jib. ;  Mr.  Rudston  Read,  on  Loch  Slam,  six, 
31b.  On  16th,  Mr.  Ruston,  on  Loch  Slam,  twenty- 
five,  81b. ;  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch  Craggie,  thirteen,  51b. 
On  17th,  Mr.  Rudston  Read,  on  Loch-na-hacon, 
ten,  S^lb. ;  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seven,  3^lb. 
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On  18th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jamieson.  on  Loch  Craggie. 
one  salmon  7Jlb..  eleven  trout  31b.  ;  Mr.  Caimes,  on 
l^och  Craggie,  one  salmon  {ferox)  81b.  ;  Major  Scott, 
on  Loch-na-hacon,  eighteen,  61b.  On  19th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jameson  and  Mr.  Cairnes,  on  Loch  Slam  forty- 
one,  lOJlb.;  Major  Scott,  on  the  Kyle;  five,' 101b  ; 
Col.  and  Miss  Jeans,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twelve,  4 Jib. ; 
Mr.  Rudston  Read,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  seven  ;  Mr 
^"''^  Craggie,  two,  lib.  On  20th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jameson  and  Mr.  Cau-ns,  on  the  Kyle 
thirteen,  14Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudston  Read,  on 
Loch-na-hacon,  thirteen,  4Jlb.— M.  MacInnes 


IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway).  -  Rain  has 
lallen  tor  the  last  two  days,  and  with  a  still  falling 
barometer  looks  like  a  good  flood,  which  wiU  bring 
the  peel  and  white-trout  up. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  (Zilrea).— Rain  has  fallen  heavily  over 
the  watershed  of  this  river  in  the  past  week,  but 
there  was  not  enough  to  cause  a  flood  in  any  of  the 
tributaries  or  main  stream.  A  large  run  of  salmon 
passed  over  the  weir  at  Caronroe,  and  are  now  in 
the  Mooanagher  and  Kilrea  stretches,  and  will  not 
be  able  to  ascend  the  rapids  tiU  the  river  rises. 
Trout  rose  well  to  the  natural  yellow  May  Fly  in 
all  the  stretches,  but  they  would  take  no  other 
while  it  remained  on  the  water,  and  few  were  caught. 
There  were  only  a  few  days  on  which  the  fly  could 
be  used,  and  there  are  not  many  takes  to  record. 
Mr.  James  McCorry  caught  one  salmon,  101b.,  on 
the  ICilrea  reach.  On  the  Caronroe  section  twenty- 
seven  salmon  and  grilse  were  caught,  ranging  from 
61b.  to  181b.,  by  Rev.  Stock  and  party  Mr  G 
Andrews  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson.— Daniel  O'Fee.  " 

Belfast  and  District.— The  Duns  are  yielding 
fau'ly.  On  June  22,  Mr.  M.  Stay  had  over  a  dozeS 
fish  up  to  Iflb,  and  on  the  following  day  another 
angler  had  sixteen  trout,  81b.,  on  the  north  Dam.  ' 
Mr.  Alex.  Meenan,  fishing  Straid  Lough,  creeled 
twenty-four  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne    (Ballyshannon    and    Belleek).— Some 
grand  sport  was  had  amongst  the  salmon  on  the 
Erne  during  the  past  week,  and  the  following  are 
the  particulars  of  the  number  of  salmon  and  grilse 
landed  :— Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas,  nine,  of  24Jlb.,  161b 
161b.,  131b.,  101b.,  91b.,  81b..  61b..  and  61b.    Mr.  T. 
B.  Johnston,  ten,  weighing  from  51b.  to  151b.  Dr. 
Aiken,  two,  of  19 Jib.,  81b.,  and  a  grilse  of  51b.  Mr! 
H.  J.  Parsons  landed  one  salmon  of  151b.  &nd  three 
grilse  of  71b.,  61b.,  and  51b.  Mr.  John  Thomson  landed 
seven  of  81b.,  61b.,  61b.,  61b.,  51b..  51b.,  and  61b.  Mr. 
T.  M.  Pike  landed  seven,  of  141b.,  71b.,  71b.,  61b., 
51b.,  51b.,  and  41b.    Sir  H.  B.  Robertson  landed 
thirteen,  of  161b.,  41b.,  61b.,  171b.,  16Jlb.,  101b.,  61b 
71b.,  71b.,  181b.,  91b.,  71b.,  and  61b.    Mr.  F.  t! 
Green  landed  four.  81b.,  71b.,  6Jlb.,  and  41b. ;  Capt! 
Ellison  landed  two,   161b.   and  81b.     Mr.  F.  g! 
Nicholls  landed  five,  81b.,  61b.,  61b.,  61b.,  and '41b! 
Mr.  C.  G.  Lees  landed  four  grilse  in  one  day  on  a  - 
trout  rod  and  on  trout  flies  and  tackle,  61b.,  61b., 
61b.,  and  51b.     Trouting  was  good  during  the 
evenings,  and  some  fine  trout  were  got  between 
Ballyshannon  and  Belleek,  on  the  river.  Mr.  T.Esk- 
rigge  landed  twenty-five  trout  in  all,  weighing  from 
21b.  to  7ilb.    Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  some  good 
trout  during  the  past  week;  and  Mr.  Townsend 
landed  two  on  the  23rd,  41b.  and  31b.  ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Gonigle,  one  of  61b. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Conn  (Crossmolina).— The  fishing  at  . 
above  for  past  week  has  been  exceptionally  good. 
On  the  17th,  Mr.  Hardiman  killed  three  grilse, 
weighing  5Jlb..  61b..  and  71b.  On  the  18th,  the 
same  gentleman  killed  three  and  lost  two.  On  the 
18th.  Mr.  Scott  killed  two  grilse,  51b.  and  71b.  On 
the  20th,  Mr.  Scott,  one  salmon,  91b.  Mr.  Fisher, 
one  salmon,  8Jlb3.  In  four  days,  the  Hon.  Captain 
Morton  killed  eleven  grilse,  ranging  from  4Jlb.  to 
61b.  each.  On  the  23rd,  Mr.  Cowie  killed  two  grilse, 
6Jlb.  and  61b.  On  same  date,  Mr.  Scott  killed  two 
grilse,  3Jlb.  and  4Jlb.— Manages,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Ballina. 

Lough  Corrib  (Oughterard).  —  The  following 
gentlemen  have  been  fishing  from  the  Railway  Hotel, 
Oughterard :— Mr.  J.  H.  Fairbrother  and  his  son, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Fairbrother,  South  Devon,  fished  for 
fourteen  days  consecutively,  their  average  take 
being  seven  trout  per  day,  and  the  best  day's  take 
fourteen  trout,  averaging  IJlb.  for  all  trout  taken 
during  the  fourteen  days;  Mr.  J.  H.  Fairbrother 
killed  a  splendid  pike  with  the  May  Fly,  weighing 
221b. ;  they  also  took  a  good  many  pike,  ranging 
from  121b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  down  to  lib.,  also  a  great 
many  perch,  ranging  in  weight  from  IJlb.  to  Jib. 
The  weather  has  changed  from  very  liot  to  cool 
with  a  nice  fresh  breeze  for  either  the  natural  or 
artificial  fly.  There  are  a  great  many  salmon  in 
this  bay  at  present.  A  local  gentleman  captured 
two  very  nice  salmon  last  week.  Early  morning  or 
late  in  the  evening  is  the  best  time  to  fish  for  them. 
Messrs.  Kerr  and  Harmingan,  of  London,  fished  for 
a  few  days,  and  were  well  pleased  with  their  May  Fly 
success,  having  landed  a  few  good  trouc,  scaling 
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two  4-pounders,  one  5-pounder,  and  some  smaller 
ones,  also  some  jack,  piko,  and  small  perch. — T.  F. 
■  Naxtghton. 

,  Lougli  Mask  (Clonbtir). — Fishing  the  above 
water  from  Kilbride  Lodge,  although  fine  weather 
and  bright  sun  prevails,  anglers  are  getting  fair 
sport.  On  June  17,  Mr.  Stubbs  got  some  nice  trout, 
the  heaviest,  2|lb.  On  the  18th,  he  creeled  a  nice 
basket  of  trout  on  the  fly,  ranging  from  lib.  to  2lb. 
On  the  same  date,  Mr.  Livingstone  got  some  trout 
on  the  troll  and  two  on  the  fly,  of  which  one  was  a 
handsome  gillaroo  of  21b.  Calm  and  fine  weather 
with  a  southerly  wind. — Pat  Summerville. 

Iionifhs  mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Fishing 
on  above  waters  since  last  report  has  been  the 
worst  on  record,  owing  to  north  wind  and  winter 
weather.  No  rain  for  the  past  five  weeks  till  the 
welcome  downpour  set  in  to-day  (June  22),  with 
the  result  that  Mr.  Brown,  of  Rochester,  killed 
eighteen  trout  on  the  artificial  fly  to  his  own  rod, 
weighing  about  181b.  Anglers  may  now  look 
forward  to  good  sport. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melviu. — Trouting  has  much  improved 
on  the  lake  during  the  past  week,  and  some  [nice 
baskets  of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout  were  taken 
by  the  anglers  out  from  the  Bundoran,  Kinlough, 
Garrison,  etc.  Mr.  Kane  landed  a  grilse  of  51  b.  on 
June  19,  and  Mr.  P.  Murphy  landed  a  trout  [Salmo 
feroxj  of  61b.  on  June  23.  Rain  has  been  falling 
heavily  in  this  locality  for  the  past  twenty-four 
hours,  and  sport  generally  has  been  much  improved. 
— M.  RoGAN  ANB  Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  order,  with  south 
winds.  Fishing  during  the  week  was  splendid. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  got  three  fish,  151b.,  on  Tuesday 
(June  16),  and  five  fish,  301b.,  on  Thursday  (June  18). 
Mr.  J.  Timlin  had  four  fish,  201b.,  and  Mr.  James 
Brown  four,  251b.,  on  Thursday  (June  18).  Capt. 
Lynch  Blosse  had  three  fish  on  Tuesday  (June  16), 
and  lost  two  more,  and  rose  a  number  of  fish.  Mr. 
John  Garvey  got  a  fish  on  June  21, [and  hooked  some 
more.  Capt.  Motiland  got  two  fish  each  day  during 
the  week.  All  the  rods  out  got  fish. — John  Deveks. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Angling  on  the  river  during  the  week  was 
fairly  good.  The  Hon.  Captain  Morton  had  seven 
grilse,  401b. ;  Mr.  J.  Garvey.  nine  grilse,  471b. ; 
Captain  Bloss  Lynch,  eight  grilse,  411b. ;  Captain 
Moor,  two  grilse,  101b. ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson,  five 
grilse,  271b.  ;  Mr.  Braun,  seven  grilse,  391b. ;  Mr. 
Timbley,  nine  grilse,  461b.  ;  Mr.  Perry  Knox  Gores, 
twenty-one  grilse,  1121b.;  Mr.  Scott,  eight  grilse, 
431b.  Sea-trout  are  taking  well  on  the  river.  On 
the  loughs  sport  was  good  during  the  week.  Mr. 
Monson  also  had  two  grilse,  111b.  The  killing 
flies  are  King  Edward  and  Peacemaker. — Pat 
Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Fishing  improving, 
but  anglers  have  had  to  put  up  with  rather  windy 
weather.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed  nine 
peal,  6ilb.,  4^1b.,  4ilb.,  741b.,  61b.,  31b.,  41b.,  3|lb., 
2?-lb.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  W.  B.  Tylden-Pattenson 
killed  nine  peal,  41b.,  51b.,  51b.,  61b.,  31b.,  61b.,  51b., 
51b.,  51b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  Astley  Creswick  killed 
seven  peal,  51b.,  51b.,  51b.,  51b.,  51b.,  41b.,  31b. ;  on 
the  same  fishery,  Mr.  W.  A.  Milner  killed  eight  peal, 
41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  51b.,  51b.,  6Jlb.  On 
Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  killed,  from  June  5  to  18, 
three  salmon,  91b.,  161b.,  131b.,  and  five  peal,  4 Jib., 
2Jlb.,  241b.,  31b.,  31b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mrs. 
Ingham  killed  one  peal,  61b.  On  the  Worldsend, 
Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  kOled  one  salmon,  25Jlb.,  and  one 
peal,  5ilb.  On  Landscape,  Mr.  C.  G.  A.  Nix  killed 
five  peal,  51b.,  SJlb.,  2ilb.,  5lb.,  31b.— John  Eneight 
AND  Son. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytaux.— June  18.— Encouraged  by  the  good 
accounts  of  last  week  as  to  the  lower  Stockalper, 
this  was  I  visited  yesterday  by  the  Colonel  and 
myself.  It  was  a  fine,  nearly  stiU  and  soundless 
summer  day,  with  light  changeable  wind,  and,  m 
the  morning,  enough  of  thin  hazy  cloud  to  suggest 
doubt  as  to  possible  showers,  but  turned  bright 
with  only  a  clinging  belt  of  mist  adhering  to  the 
surrounding  mountain  tops.  By  way  of  fishmg 
made  easy,  we  got  a  trap  at  Villeneuve,  so  as  to 
reach  the  place  early,  also  requisitioning  a  cadet  to 
carry  a  creel  and  waterproof  and  rather  heavy 
hinged  landing-net,  one  of  us  not  being  over  fit. 
Notwithstanding  the  late  experiences  and  several 
damp  or  showery  days  Just  passed,  the  stream  was 
about  as  clear  as  possible,  the  water  low,  most  of 
the  snowfeeders  having  now  disappeared,  and  the 
fish  were  invisible,  save  for  some  "sardines" 
{ablettes)  and  juvenile  coarse  fish  or  odd  troutlets, 
most  of  which  were  detected  by  the  eagle  eye  of  the 
cadet  Maurice,  a  fine,  ugly,  sturdy,  little  garcon, 
with  a  trick  of  keeping  but  one  optic  open.  He 
hailed  the  accidental  capture  of  some  fingerling 
with  acclamation,  displaying  much  tact  in  landing 
specimens  that  could  as  easily  have  been  slung  out 
suspended  like  Mahomet's  cofifin,  and  discoursing 


upon  his  habitual  Sunday  practice  in  his  neighbour- 
ing stream  of  taking  better  ones  with  his  hands 
(tickling)  or  even  with  a  hook  ;  but  his  crowning 
ecstasy  was  in  the  retrieving  of  a  fifteen-inch  hand- 
some— alas!  dead — lake  trout,  found  beneath  the 
bank  shining  like  a  silver  and  grey  sewin.  This  he 
held  triumphantly  aloft  in  view  of  the  Colonel,  some 
way  behind,  whose  attention  he  called  by  a  loud 
note,  produced  by  blowing  through  a  cavity  formed 
by  both  hands,  upon  the  edge  of  a  sedge  leaf  held 
vertically  between  the  thumbs.  That  this  fish, 
small  for  its  kind,  had  got  so  far  up  stream  in 
mid  June,  where  they  do  not  usually  appear  till 
September,  or  how  it  came  to  grief,  having  only 
one  small  external  wound  behind  the  gUl  opening, 
are  rather  mysterious  facts,  recalling  a  report  of 
a  larger  one  having  been  similarly  found  of  late, 
and  a  native  angler  having  told  me  once  these 
trout  up  to  61b.  are  found  in  the  stream  in  June, 
as  well  as  some  recondite  method  of  vegetable  fish 
poisoning  in  the  Rhone  Valley,  recounted  by  a  pro- 
fessional braconnier,  near  Aigle  ;  the  milk-wort  said 
to  be  used  at  home  not  having  been  observed  here. 
Later  on  Maurice's  ardour  seemed  damped  by  the 
undersized  trout  being  returned,  and  he  took  to 
whistling  or  talking  to  some  cawing  rooks  or 
crows.  Some  few  straggling  May  Flies  lingered  still, 
but  the  day  proved  little  better  than  a  blank  one  so 
far  as  results,  and  the  lower  reaches  of  the  water 
next  to  impossible  to  fish  with  flies  on  account  of 
the  tair.  forest  of  rushes,  except,  perhaps,  by  the 
poaching  adept  with  baits.  This  will  probably  be 
the  last  visit  of  the  season  by  yours — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Flymonth.  —  Fish  have  been  fairly  plentiful 
during  this  week,  and  the  amateurs  have  been 
having  a  good  time.  The  weather  on  the  whole 
has  been  favourable  and  the  sea  smooth.  The 
harbour  and  the  bay  are  swarming  with  bass  of  all 
sizes,  but  yet  they  are  not  feeding  very  freely  ;  the 
best  bait  for  these  is  a  large  prawn.  Some  large 
grey  mullet  have  been  taken  at  the  breakwater,  but 
the  wind  must  be  very  light  and  from  the  south- 
ward, for  smooth  water  is  the  best  time  for  them. 
A  long  fine  drift -line  with  two  or  three  hooks  baited 
with  a  paste  is  allowed  to  float  away  from  the  boat, 
with  a  bottle  cork  to  keep  it  on  the  surface ;  some 
very  large  ones  have  been  caught  by  this  plan. 
The  inside  of  a  shrimp  is  also  a  good  bait. — 
William  Heabdee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Biamsgate. — With  better  weather  fishing  has 
much  improved.  In  the  bay  sand-dabs  and  plaice 
are  plentiful,  and  Mr.  Poyne,  amongst  others, 
piloted  by  Miller,  has  been  averaging  from  two  to 
three  score  of  good  fish.  Silver  eels  are  plentiful 
in  both  harbours,  several  having  been  taken  up  to 
21b.  on  the  19th.  From  the  Iron  Pier  and  Marina 
some  small  bass,  flat  fish,  and  eels  have  been  taken. 
— Geey  Muxlet. 


Ilssociafions,  etc. 

Beitish  Sea  Anglees'  Society. 

This  Society  at  its  Members'  Meeting  on  Wednes- 
day, June  24th,  resumed  consideration  of  tackle 
attachments  to  lines,  the  special  subject  of  the 
evening  being  "Leads,  Ledgers  and  Traces." 
Dr.  Charles  S.  Patterson,  the  Society's  Honorary 
Curator  and  Librarian,  much  to  the  gratification  of 
members  present,  occupied  the  chair.  Reports 
from  agents  were  received  and  an  announcement 
made  that  the  Stations  sub-committee  had  arranged 
for  a  largely  increased  number  of  them  in 
view  of  the  approaching  season.  Mr.  Hyde 
had  been  fishing  for  bass  in  Beaulieu  River, 
but  little  fishing  appears  to  have  been  done  by 
members,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  opened  the  discussion, 
giving  an  excellent  description  of  the  various  forms 
of  leads,  ledgers,  and  traces  in  common  use,  and 
their  varied  use  in  slack  water  and  strong  tides,  on 
the  bottom,  and  in  mid  water  for  "  swimming  fish." 
Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  followed  with  well  illustrated 
remarks,  showing  especially  traces  of  various 
strengths  and  lengths,  pointing  out  their  special 
uses,  recommending  that  they  should  be  as  short 
as  possible,  with  spare  lengths  at  hand  if  it 
became  necessary  to  lengthen  them.  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin  pointed  out  the  way  of  varying  the  use  of 
ledgers  and  traces  for  the  different  kinds  of  fishing. 
While  admitting  that  short  ones  might  be  used  to 
advantage  in  taking  flat  fish  on  the  bottom  in 
strong  tides,  longer  ones  to  bring  the  baits  higher 
off  the  ground  became  necessary  as  the  tide  slacked, 
enabling  the  fish  to  leave  the  bottom  in  search  of 
food.  For  pollack,  mackerel,  and  bass — "swimming 
fish,"  as  they  were  called  down  Channel — he  un- 
hesitatingly recommended  long — very  long — traces, 
and  showed  a  very  admirable  chain  of  leads, 


originated  by  Mr.  Bates,  which,  by  sagging,  did 
away  with  the  objectionable  hoist.  Mr.  Pickup, 
Dr.  Litton  Forbes,  Messrs.  R.  J.  Gordon,  Harold 
Patterson,  Kemp  and  Hyde  continued  the  discussion, 
finally  closed  by  Mr.  Parker's  reply,  and  the  chair- 
man's remarks  and  demonstration  of  how  the  lead 
could  be  kept  on  the  bottom  in  strong  tides  by 
slacking  a  fathom  or  two  of  the  line  to  form  a  bight, 
this  doing  away  with  the  need  for  very  long  traces 
on  the  bottom  at  any  rate.  The  subject  announced 
for  next  Wednesday  was  "Sea  Rods,"  to  be  opened 
by  Mr.  Theodore  Roberts. — Hon.  Repoetee. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 

Notwithstanding  a  somewhat  small  attendance, 
the  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs,  was  a  most  enjoyable  one. 
Many  fish  were  on  the  trays — not,  however,  caught 
by  members — but  specimens  of  unusual  formation 
or  appearance,  including  a  large  turbot,  both 
sides  coloured,  of  curious  formation  and  strangely 
"splotched,"  from  Mr.  Taylor,  an  extraordinary 
piebald  brill,  an  inverted — sinistral — lemon  sole,  and 
two  very  large  Scotch  lampreys,  all  these  last 
specimens  being  shown  through  the  kindness  of 
Mr.  C.  King,  of  Leadenhall,  who  put  them  at  the 
society's  disposition.  Dr.  Ladell  presented  several 
of  the  enormous  scales  and  a  portion  of  the 
skin  of  that  uncanny  monster  the  "green-fish," 
receiving  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the  gift.  Several 
amusing  anecdotes  were  related  by  members,  when, 
the  usual  toast  having  been  duly  honoured,  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  an  excellent  chairman  closed  the 
proceedings.  The  secretary  will  be  greatly  obliged 
if  members  unable  to  attend  the  supper  on  June  30 
will  write  to  him  to  that  effect,  so  that  a  proper 
estimate  of  the  number  likely  to  be  present  may  be 
made. — Hon.  Sec. 

GbESHAM  AnGLINO  SoCIETYg 

Mr.  C.  B.  Briggs  occupied  the  chair  on  Tuesday, 
June  23.  Among  the  correspondence  was  a  letter 
from  Miss  Tayler  announcing  the  death  of  her  father, 
Mr.  James  Tayler  (Red  Palmer),  on  Friday  last. 
This  sad  news  was  received  by  the  members  present 
with  the  deepest  regret,  and  it  was  agreed  that  a 
letter  of  condolence  be  sent  to  the  family.  Mr. 
Tayler  was  the  oldest  member  of  the  Gresham,  and 
for  several  years  its  highly  valued  secretary.  He 
was  an  honorary  member  of  the  society  at  the  time 
of  his  decease,  and  his  death  will  be  deeply  felt  and 
regretted,  not  by  the  members  only,  but  by  all 
who  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  Mr.  Tayler. 
A  very  fine  dish  of  tench  graced  the  table  this 
evening,  part  of  a  catch  of  651b.  of  fish  taken  on 
private  water  by  Messrs.  Martin  and  Hayward. 
The  Chairman  reported  a  visit  to  Dovedale,  where 
he  secured  fifteen  brace  of  good  fish  during  his 
visit.  Mr.  Rawling  gave  an  account  of  the  Loch 
Leven  Competition.  Although  he  was  not  amongst 
the  successful  competitors,  he  enjoyed  the  trip,  and 
is  already  looking  forward  to  next  June,  when  he 
hopes  to  "lift  the  Cup."  Dr.  Ladell  kindly  pre- 
sented the  Society  with  the  dried  skin  of  a  wrasse 
from  the  Pacific,  a  specimen  which  will  be  highly 
appreciated.  He  was  present  on  June  16,  and 
offered  to  present  the  Society  with  a  head  of  a 
similar  fish  from  the  same  place.  For  this  offer  he 
was  duly  thanked  by  the  members  present. — 
F.  E.  Eldeed,  Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUEY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  H.  Dunn  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
June  24.  Despite  the  heavy  floods,  members 
have  succeeded  in  getting  some  good  lots  of  fish. 
As  an  aftermath  of  the  May  Fly  season,  the  chair- 
man, persevering  in  spite  of  adverse  conditions, 
creeled  from  the  club  water  two-and-a-half  brace 
of  trout,  best  brace  weighing  21b.  f  oz.  and  lib.  9oz. 
From  the  same  water,  Mr.  F.  Berry  has  taken  three 
nice  trout,  2|lb.,  21b.,  and  21b.  The  same  angler, 
since  the  opening  of  coarse  fishing,  has  taken  some 
good  roach,  best,  lib.  12oz.  Mr.  S.  Stone  has  had 
a  pretty  show  of  roach  and  dace,  23lb.  lOoz., 
twenty  of  the  former  weighing  221b.  lOoz.,  and  also 
a  grayling  from  the  club  water.  Mr,  Clements, 
from  club  water,  showed  a  pretty  tray  of  dace. 
Other  members  who  have  taken  fish  are  Mr.  W.  T 
Attwood  and  Mr.  T.  Stone,  a  few  good  class  roach ; 
and  Mr.  Whitbread,  a  few  good  rudd. 


The  popular  little  seal  at  the  New  York  Aquarium, 
known  to  every  visitor  as  "  Nellie,"  is  dead.  She 
will  be  mourned  by  everyone  that  has  seen  her 
shooting  around  her  tank,  describing  all  kinds  of 
graceful  movements.  Promptly  at  4  o'clock  she 
always  made  her  presence  known  by  dashing  from 
one  end  to  the  other  and  often  standing  up  in  the 
water  looking  for  the  keeper  with  her  afternoon 
meal.  She  was  one  of  the  principal  attractions  at 
the  Aquarium,  and  had  been  in  captivity  for  eight 
years. 
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"  Juat  a  gleam  of  sunshine," 

— Sankey's  Hymns. 


EvEEY  angler  will  hear  with  regret  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  James  Tayler,  "Red  Palmer,"  whose  status 
as  a  fly-fisher  and  writer  on  fly-fishing  was  in  the 
front  rank.  A  feeling  reference  to  the  loss  the 
angling  world  has  sustained  was  made  at  the 
Gresham  Club.  Of  this  club  the  late  Mr.  Tayler 
was  the  oldest  member,  and  for  several  years  the 
energetic  secretary.  I  hope  next  week  to  pay  a 
further  and  more  ample  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
a  brother  angler  whose  loss  I  deplore. 


Db.  C.  S.  Patterson,  after  nearly  nine  months 
absence  in  Africa,  presided  over  the  meeting  of  the 
B.S.  A.S.  on  Wednesday  evening.  "  Leads,  Ledgers 
and  Traces  "  was  the  subject,  and  many  valuable 
hints  to  sea  fishermen  were  given  by  some  of  the 
best  known  anglers.  Another  "  gala  "  night  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday  evening  next  (July  1) 
when  Mr.  Theodore  Roberts  (the  gold  medallist), 
will  lead  a  discussion  on  "Sea  Rods,"  A  full  room 
is  anticipated. 

Mb.  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond  Hotel, 
says  that  both  the  lakes  and  also  the  trout  stream 
are  now  in  good  order  for  fishing,  and  sport 
improving.  A  pike  (dead)  measuring  three  feet 
was  picked  up  by  a  bailiff  at  the  further  end  of  the 
pond. 


I  HEAB  from  Mr.  C.  Bryant  that  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Association 
was  very  successful.  The  prizes  were  distributed 
by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich.  Mr.  H.  C.  Jones,  J. P., 
spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  closing  the  pike  fishing 
season  earlier,  raising  the  standard  of  fish,  and 
stocking  the  waters  every  year.  It  was  subse- 
quently arranged  by  the  committee  that  the  pike 
fishing  season  should  close  on  the  last  day  of 
February,  that  the  standards  for  all  fish  should  be 
raised,  that  no  live  or  dead  gorge  bait  fishing  or 
trailing  be  allowed,  that  netting  for  baits  except  by 
persons  authorised  by  the  committee  be  prohibited. 
All  information  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Grant, 
Water  Bailiff,  Huntingdon. 


Mb.  Goddard,  writing  from  Pangbourne,  says  : — 
"  Now  the  floods  are  going  we  are  having  excellent 
sport." 


Mr.  J.  H.  Valda,  the  angler-artist,  has  now  cast 
his  lines  in  Caversham-road,  Kentish  Town,  owing 
to  the  extra  fish  coming  to  his  net.  In  other  words, 
he  has  opened  larger  studios. 


A  COBKBSPONDENT  writes  to  tell  me  that  on 
Saturday  last  he  saw  a  remarkably  fine  grey  mullet 
exposed  on  the  slab  of  Mr.  F.  Kell's  establishment 
in  the  Fairfax -road.  South  Hampstead.  The  fish 
measured  over  2ft.  in  length,  and  weighed  5|lb. 
So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  it  was  one  of  a  con- 
signment from  the  Cornish  Coast, 


OuB  old  Marlow  correspondent,  Mr.  Ch.  L. 
Matthews,  is  now  living  at  Folkestone.  Still,  he 
loves  his  Thames,  and,  in  company  with  Mr.  Maris, 
tried  his  luck  for  a  few  days'  fishing.  On  their 
return  (June  22),  I  received  the  following  letter, 
which,  no  doubt,  is  the  experience  of  many  others 
who  have  been  "  out  "  since  our  "  Opening  Day." 
*  *  «  *  * 

"Dear  Dbagnet,— We  have  returned  from  the 
Thames  after  a  most  awful  week  of  weather.  For 
days  on  end  we  were  quite  isolated  from  the  world. 
Any  attempt  to  overcome  the  situation  entailed 
considerable  risk  by  flood  and  field,  and  a  fair 
prospect  of  not  regaining  our  aqueous  cottage.  Rain 
ruled  the  reach  and  reeking  roof  alike  ;  fires  as  in 
winter  were  the  order  of  the  day  ;  down  went  the 
naercury  to  39°  ;  up  went  the  river  to  2ft.  lOin.  above 
high-water  mark.  Chub  boughs  were  unapproach- 
able ;  swims  were  wiped  out  or  drowned ;  and  it 
was  only  by  the  strict  application  of  some  little 
knowledge  gained  by  experience  that  the  situation 
was  in  a  measure  saved.  However,  we  took  fish. 
My  score  included  a  roach  of  21b.  5oz.  and  a  perch 
of  21b.  6oz.  To  top  up  all,  Mr.  Maris  finished  his 
bag  with  a  game  sizable  jack  on  his  roach  tackle." 

I  hear  from  Mr.  Scard,  of  Holywell,  Hunts,  that 
the  vvater  is  a  nice  fishing  colour,  and  that  in  the 
eddies  bream  up  to  41b  are  being  taken. 


The  first  match  of  the  season  was  fished  at 
Fritton  Lake  by  the  members  of  the  Great  Yar- 
mouth Piscatorial  Society  on  the  18th  June,  when 
thirty-one  competitors  landed  929  bream,  five  roach 
one  rudd,  six  ruffe,  six  eels,  one  pike,  and  one  carp 
—a  total  of  949  fish,  weighing  3251b.  lOoz 


Every  day  in  the  week  many  anglers  fish  that 
grand  piece  of  water  known  as  the  Welsh  Harp 
(which  IS  down  Hendon  way).  On  Sunday,  June  28 
however,  at  eleven  o'clock,  many  anglers  will  watch 
with  interest  the  turning  in  of  a  splendid  stock  of 
pike,  tench,  &c.  The  waters  are  now  in  fine 
condition. 

BOWMONT— A  MEMORY. 
To  R.  J. 

Where  the  sunbeams  kiss  the  water,  and  at  even 
on  the  hUls 

Merry  moonbeams  dance  to  music  of  a  thousand 

mountain  rills. 
Where  the  Bowmont  bears  the  tribute  of  the 

Cheviots  to  the  sea. 
And  the  heather  of  the  uplands  greets  the  daisy 

of  the  lea. 

We  have  wandered  in  the  summer,  wandered  eailv 
you  and  I,  ^  *' 

With  our  hearts  so  full  of  gladness  that  the 
laverock's  lilt  on  high 

Seemed  an  echo  of  the  praises  that  our  souls  were 
fain  to  sing 

To  the  Architect  of  Nature,  Who  crowned  man 
creation's  king. 

Loving  brothers  of  the  angle,  on  our  shoulders 

each  a  creel. 
Sweetest  music  to  our  hearing,  just  the  music  of 

the  reel ! 

We  have  reaped  the  golden  harvest  Bowmont 

yields  to  those  who  know 
Where  her  treasures  lie  in  hiding ;  how  the  subtle 
lure  to  throw. 

And  our  nerves  with  joy  have  tingled  when  the 

dimples  here  and  there 
Told  their  tale  of   fishes  rising,   little  heeding 

human  snare 
Till  a  taste  of  fur  and  feather,  and  a  fly  whose 

"  tail  "  bit  deep. 
Taught  some  trout  too  late  the  lesson,  "Always 
look  before  you  leap  !  " 

Where  the  churning  of    the  torrent  flecks  the 

calm  with  flake  of  foam, 
Oftentimes    I've   seen   thee,    Robin,   "take  the 

census"  of  the  home. 
From  the  father  with  his  station  in  the  choicest 

of  the  pool 

To  the  trouts  who  lived  on  suff'rance  'neath  the 
patriarchal  rule. 

Ah  !  how  merry  was  our  meeting  when  the  day 

of  sport  was  done. 
At  the  Cocklawfoot  we  counted  what  our  rival 

rods  had  won. 
Of  the  fishy  fortress  chatted  which  had  unto  us 

revealed 

Some  Goliath  of  the  waters  whom  we  rose  and 
(nearly)  creeled. 

To  the  village  of  the  Gipsies  homeward  drove  at 
eventide. 

Left  the  cradle  of  the  Bowmont,  journeyed  down 

the  waterside. 
And   the  mountain  shadows  deepened,  yet  the 

way  seemed  never  long. 
Thou  wast  ready  aye  to  cheer  it  with  a  tuneful 
evensong. 

Till  the  silver  moon  uprising  o'er  the  crags  on 

Staerough's  crest 
Lit  the  dwellings  of  the  hamlet  where  our  wearied 

limbs  might  rest  ; 
By  its  light  I  close  my  picture:  feebly  can  my 

pen  portray 

All  the  joys  we've  known,  dear  Robin,  many  a 
glorious  fishing  day ! 

Edinburgh.  Carl  Lesh. 

The  June  of  1903,  says  Mr.  William  Hewlett, 
will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  if  not  the  most 
absolutely  cold  and  cheerless  on  record ;  and  a  cold, 
wet  June  means  a  bad  season  for  fruit,  game,  and 
crops.  Hundreds  of  young  plovers,  and  pheasants, 
and  partridges  have  been  drowned,  and  the  pros- 
pects of  a  good  shooting  season,  I  fear,  have  been 
very  seriously  impaired.  Possibly  on  the  high  lands 
matters  may  not  be  quite  so  bad.  The  prospects 
for  trout  and  coarse  fish  are  very  rosy. 


The  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials  will  have  an  outing 
to  Paddock  Wood  on  July  12. 


Another  candidate  for  popular  favour  is  a 
smartly  written  twenty-eight  page  paper  (one  penny 
weekly)  entitled  The  British  Inventor.  It  is  full  of 
interesting  matter,  and  has  evidently  "come  to 
stay."  All  booksellers  will  supply  it,  and  it  is  also 
on  all  bookstalls. 

•  •  •  •  ♦ 

I  cull  the  following  from  its  second  number :  

"  Several  Patents  have  lately  been  filed  for  the 
utilization  of  the  heat  of  the  sun  for  various 
purposes.  Amongst  other  methods  it  is  proposed 
to  erect  in  high  positions  large  burning  glasses, 
placed  m  such  a  manner  that  the  heat  is  con- 
centrated upon  boilers,  and  thus  provide  hot 
water  for  bath  and  other  purposes  in  the 
house.  Ever  since  the  days  when  Archimedes 
18  reported  to  have  set  the  Roman  ships  on 
fire  by  rneans  of  mirrors  when  they  were  be- 
sieging his  native  town  of  Syracuse,  human  in- 
genuity has  turned  its  attention  to  the  enormous 
amount  of  energy  that  is  now  practically  running  to 
waste,  and  various  means  have  been  attempted  to 
harness  the  heat  of  the  sun.  Now  it  seems  that  at 
last  a  practical  inventor  has  got  his  eye  on  the  sun 
as  a  motive  power,  and  in  the  near  future  the  maid 
will  only  have  to  turn  on  the  sun  to  grind  the  break- 
fast coffee,  Tomkins  will  merely  have  to  press  a 
button  to  be  enabled  to  take  his  bath  that  has  been 
warmed  by  solar  means,  and  the  cook  will  grill  our 
bacon  and  roast  our  dinner  by  the  universal  source 
of  light  and  heat." 


I  heard  the  other  day  of  a  competition  among 
barbers,  who  were  invited  to  write  a  six-line  verse 
in  which  was  to  be  given  the  reason  of  their  having 
entered  the  business.    A  fishing  rod  was  the  prize, 
and  this  is  the  verse  that  captured  it : — 
When  I  was  a  lad  I  said  to  my  dad, 
I  want  to  be  earning  my  living. 
My  dad  made  reply,  "  I  think  I  should  try 
(Without  any  thought  of  misgiving) 
To  rub  in  the  soap  and  make  use  of  the  razor. 
For  that  is  the  trade  I  reckon  will  pay,  sir!" 


Photographing' living  fishes  just  as  they  swim 
in  the  water  is  a  new  and  delightful  art  that  is 
adding  greatly  to  the  scientific  knowledge  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  deep.  No  one  who  has  not  seen 
the  photograph  of  a  fish  in  the  water  can  realise 
how  little  it  resembles  the  picture  of  a  fish  that  has 
been  taken  from  the  water.  At  present  the  art  of 
photographing  living  fish  in  the  water  is  confined 
to  the  aquarium,  but  in  future  it  may  be  that  the 
deep  sea  diver  can  take  his  camera  with  him  and 
photograph  fishes  just  as  they  appear  in  their  natural 
elements.  Slight  inroads  have  already  been  made 
into  submarine  photography,  and  fairly  good  pictures 
have  been  taken  with  cameras  especially  constructed 
for  photographing  under  water.  These  do  not  show 
the  fishes,  however,  or  other  inhabitants  of  the  deep. 
The  most  interesting  pictures  of  live  fishes  have 
been  recently  taken  at  the  New  York  Aquarium. 
The  fish  is  transferred  to  a  small  tank  of  especially 
clear  glass  with  the  long  sides  so  close  together  that 
the  fish  must  remain  approximately  in  one  position. 
Popular  Mechanics. 


Sailoes  have  a  very  simple  and  what  is  said  to 
be  a  very  effective  way  of  determining  the  edible 
or  non-edible  qualities  of  any  new  varieties  of  fish 
they  may  happen  to  come  across.  In  the  water  in 
which  the  fish  is  boiledj  is  placed  a  bright  silver 
coin.  If  the  coin  retains  its  natural  colour  during 
the  boiling  process  the  fish  is  good  to  eat,  but  if  it 
turns  dark  the  food  is  rejected. 


Soup  and  canes,  it  is  stated,  will  be  two  active 
products  of  the  shark  fishery  in  Nicaragua  before 
very  long.  It  is  stated  that  shark  fins  furnish  a 
jelly  which  makes  a  delicious  soup,  but  at  present 
it  is  mostly  appreciated  by  the  Chinese.  Shark 
livers  also  yield  a  valuable  lubricating  oil.  The 
walking  canes  are  made  from  the  backbones  of  the 
monsters. 


"Inch  for  inch,  and  pound  for  pound,  the  black 
bass  is  the  gamest  fish  that  swims."  That  was  the 
deliberate  opinion  of  Dr.  Henshall  five  and  twenty 
years  ago,  and  he  repeats  his  words  to-day.  Dr. 
Henshall  knows  all  game  fishes,  so  his  opinion  is 
worth  something.  I  can  sympathise  with  the 
Doctor  when  he  describes  in  glowing  language 
how  his  favourite  fish  rises  to  the  fly,  how 
he  struggles  for  freedom,  his  manner  of  resistance 
and  his  excellence  as  a  food-fish,  but  I  am  not 
quite  inclined  to  thoroughly  endorse  his  sweeping 
assertion.  But  there  !  I  have  not  caught  so  many 
black  bass  as  the  Doctor,  so  my  enthusiasm  for  this 
fish  needs  stimulating.  Dragnet. 
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Provifieial  flngling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Two  hundred  of  our  members,  on  June  20  and  21, 
journeyed  to  Alrewas  to  fish  for  prize  left  over  from 
previous  contests  and  also  for  prizes  given  tfts  year. 
Sport  was  rather  poor  above  what  is  known  as  the 
Spring  Planks  up  to  Fradley  Junction.  About  sixty 
members  of  the  Exchange  Club  fished,  but  very  few 
prizes  were  taken.  Mr.  Kinman  secured  the  first 
prize.  Only  a  few  prizes  were  taken  by  the  other 
members  of  clubs.  Sport  was  rather  poor  on  the 
Severn,  the  water  being  now  fine  and  below  its 
normal  level.  One  or  two  very  good  perch  have 
been  taken  in  the  Bewdley  district,  and  a  few  dace 
have  been  taken  below  the  Victoria  Bridge, 
near  to  Arley.  Roach  and  chub  have  been  taken 
from  the  Trent  by  several  raembera  of  the 
Midland  Piscatorial  Society,  near  to  Alrewas. 
Perch  are  biting  freely,  and  some  nice  fish  have 
been  taken  in  good  condition.  The  Midland  Railway 
Company  have  agreed  to  stop  the  7.30  a.m.  train  to 
Fernhill  Heath  during  the  summer  months.  The 
Birmingham  Association  have  under  consideration 
the  advisability  of  renting  a  portion  of  the  canal 
from  Alrewas  to  Fradley  Junction. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  advent  of  warmer  weather  has  brought  out 
an  increased  number  of  rods  on  the  Fen  waters. 
The  streams  are  in  excellent  condition.  Bream  are 
showing  themselves  in  large  numbers  on  the  middle 
reaches  of  the  Witham,  and  some  good  specimens 
have  been  captured.  Roach  are  recovering  rapidly 
from  the  spawning  process,  and  if  the  present 
weather  continues  they  should  have  got  into  con- 
dition by  the  end  of  another  week  or  ten  days. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  tributaries  are  in  first-class 
condition  for  all-round  angling.  During  the  week  a 
few  very  nice  fish  have  been  taken,  including  a 
couple  of  bream  of  over  2lb.  each,  taken  at  Leven 
Lock.  The  Universal  Angling  Association  held  their 
first  match  of  the  season  at  Horkstow  on  the  river 
Ancholme,  on  June  17,  under  very  adverse  circum- 
stances, a  continuous  rain  compelling  them  at  last 
to  withdraw  pegs,  resulting  in  Messrs.  W.  Hall, 
J.  W.  Foster,  W.  Cheeseman,  and  J.  R.  Ward 
being  declared  the  first  four  prize  winners. 
The  Hull  Wednesday  Association  also  journeyed 
to  Brandy  Wath  on  the  Ancholme  on  the  same 
day,  and  under  similar  conditions  had  to  draw, 
their  match  to  an  early  conclusion ;  Messrs.  W, 
Chapman,  O.  Barrick,  F.  Brown,  and  others 
being  the  winners.  On  Saturday  last  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  anglers  journeyed  by 
steamboat  to  Ferriby  Sluice  to  take  part  in  the 
Hull  Preservation  Society's  Annual  "  Cutting " 
Challenge  Cup  Competition  and  Open  Match,  the 
West  Hull  AngUng  Association  eventually  becoming 
the  winners  of  the  cup  and  gold  medals  with  an 
aggregate  of  over  5lb.  of  fish,  and  Mr.  G.  B.  Cheese- 
man  the  winner  of  the  first  prize  in  the  match 
with  2lb.  2oz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-day  the  Brook  Tavern  Angling  Society  are 
due  at  Astley  and  the  Dixon  Green  Angling  ^Society 
at  Boothstown  to  fish  for  valuable  prizes  in  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery.  The  cold  weather  at  the 
end  of  last  week,  which  included  the  severe  frost  on 
June  21,  seriously  interfered  with  angling  of  every 
kind.  An  early  morning  match  on  the  2l8t  was 
fished  under  conditions  suitable  for  winter  piking. 
All  our  rivers  are  spoken  of  as  disappointing  in 
sport  they  yield,  andaresufferingfrom  several  causes. 
Not  a  single  cheering  report  comes  to  hand  from 
any  of  them.  Two  of  our  county  angling  centres, 
Liverpool  and  Warrington,  appear  to  be  very  much 
engaged  with  angling  matters,  the  latter  especially. 
Next  week-end  a  popular  annual  holiday  "walking 
day"  will  be  taken  advantage  of  by  anglers  to  get 
away  to  various  favourite  resorts.  The  length  of 
the  Bollin  under  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Aesocia- 
•  tion  has  fallen  off  a  little  in  the  past  few  days 
owing  to  the  unwelcome  changes  in  the  weather. 
Two  good  gudgeon,  2oz.  Idr.  and  loz.  15dr.,  have 
been  weighed  in  from  this  stream,  and  a  king  carp, 
evidently  a  stranger  from  somewhere, 
t 

FROM  MANCHESTER.  • 

The  usual  opening  social  match  of  the  Kingfisher 
Anghng  Society  took  place  in  their  Molyneaux 
■waters.  Fifteen  rods  competed,  and,  after  fishing 
for  about  two  hours,  Mr.  W.  Prescott,  jun.,  obtained 
the  first  place  with  2ilb.  This  annual  event  is 
not  considered  a  prize  hunting  fixture,  but  more 
in  the  light  of  getting  the  members  together 
for   a   few   hours.     On  June  21  the  Ardwick 


Angling  Society  sallied  forth  full  of  hope  to 
fish  a  match  at  Strines,  but  very  little  is  to  be 
heard  of  the  results  beyond  the  fact  that  the 
Ardwick  veteran  Sam  Brookes  taught  them  a  lesson 
in  the  way  be  collared  the  first  prize.  On  June  21. 
the  Bradford  Angling  Society  visited  Althorpe  and 
fished  a  match,  but  only  got  poor  sport,  Mr.  B. 
Feams  heading  the  prize  list ;  much  the  same  report 
is  to  hand  from  the  Duchy  Angling  Society  fisliing 
at  Islam  where  Mr.  E.  A.  Goodwin  secured  the  first 
prize,  but  all  the  prizes  were  not  awarded  until 
a  second  try  on  June  22,  in  their  own  waters 
nearer  home.  The  Royal  Walton  opened  on  June 
20  in  their  own  waters  with  good  results,  Mr.  C,  S. 
Robinson  securing  the  first  out  of  twelve. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Since  last  week-end  brighter  weather  conditions 
have  prevailed,  and  the  genial  change  has  influenced 
a  greater  number  of  anglers  to  visit  the  river,  which 
on  Wednesday  was  running  in  extremely  low  and 
clear  volume.  Gentles,  singularly  enough,  have 
been  most  difficult  to  obtain  as  bait,  and 
votaries  have  been  obliged  to  depend  mainly 
on  the  caddis  grub.  A  bunch  of  these,  rigged 
up  on  light  tackle,  has  accounted  for 
roach  and  chub  on  most  of  the  favourite 
stretches,  and  on  Saturday  (June  20)  one  or  two 
barbel  were  got  by  them  on  Sir  Henry  Bromley's 
waters  at  Fiskerton  by  members  of  the  City  Waltonian 
Society.  Two  days  previously  the  City  Piscatorial 
Society  engaged  in  their  first  match  of  the  season 
on  their  own  fishery  at  Rolleston.  Eighteen 
members  took  part,  and  of  these  eight  weighed  in 
fish,  the  chief  winners  being:  1st,  Mr.  J.  Wilson; 
2nd,  Mr.  R.  H.  Jackson;  3rd,  Mr.  Geo.  Davkin; 
4th,  Mr.  C.  Jackson.  Eel  fishermen  have  enjoyed 
good  sport  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lob-worm,  and 
provided  the  summer-like  weather  continues  a  light 
baiting  or  baitings  of  "  lobs  "  ought  to  bring  on  the 
barbel.  These  game  and  resolute  fish  are  forward 
ia  condition,  and  I  am  sanguine  of  our  experts 
having  an  exceptional  time  before  long. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  three  days  of  nice  sunny  weather, 
but  on  Wednesday  (June  24)  a  return  to  rain  again. 
The  Severn  is  in  capital  condition,  and  chub  fishing 
quite  brisk.  The  Avon  is  still  much  discoloured, 
and  not  fishable.  The  River  Teme  has  fallen  to 
almost  its  usual  level,  and  in  a  day  or  two  will  be 
in  good  fishing  condition.  The  St.  John's  Angling 
Club  held  their  first  competition  on  the  Club  water. 
Lower  Teme,  on  Tuesdav  afternoon,  four  hours' 
fishing  ;  twenty-two  members  competed,  and  con- 
sidering the  state  of  the  water  the  take  was  very 
good.  Chub  were  chiefly  the  variety  of  fish  caught. 
The  following  were  the  winners :  fir^t,  Mr.  S. 
Griffihhs  (Malvern).  3lb.  14^-oz.  ;  second.  Mr.  Wood, 
31b.  Ifoz. ;  third,  Mr.  Chris  James,  31h.  linz.  The 
sweepstakes  resulted  as  follows  :  first.  Mr.  C.  James ; 
second,  Mr.  J.  Stokes ;  third,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higg?. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  good  fishing  among  local  rodmen 
lately.  Mr.  Edward  Soulsby,  using  maggot  as  bait, 
secured  forty-nine  nice  roach  and  dace  from  the 
Ouse  at  Fulford  on  June  18.  La«t  Monday  evening 
(June  22)  Mr.  R.  Lawson  and  Mr.  W.  Henderson 
tried  the  same  stretch  near  Captain  Key's  with 
paste,  and  caught  a  number  of  fine  roach.  Good 
sport  also  fell  to  Mr.  T.  Brown.  There  is  not  much 
doing  on  the  Foss.  The  season's  matches  among 
the  clubs  have  commenced.  On  June  20  the 
Yorkshire  Herald  A.C.  opened  their  course  with 
sport  at  West  Cottingwith.  Twenty-one  anglers  com- 
peted. Mr.  E.  Taylor  secured  the  first  prize  with 
12^oz.  offish.  On  the  same  day  the  members  of 
the  Old  Ebor  A. A.  fished  their  annual  match  at 
Nun  Monkton,  near  York.  The  catches  were  very 
poor.    The  first  prize  went  to  Mr.  Clayton,  lib.  2Joz. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Some  fair  sport  has  been  had  at  salmon  on  the 
principal  rivers  in  Munster  occasionally,  but  more 
rain  is  wanted.  Dapping  has  yielded  good  sport 
frequently  on  the  Connaught  lakes.  In  the  Donegal 
waters  some  good  sport  is  now  being  had  with  trout. 
Sea-trout  are  now  aflording  sport  at  Waterville. 
Sea  angling  continues  to  give  fine  sport  at  many 
stations  on  the  southern  and  western  coasts.  Bass 
are  very  numerous  in  Ballinskelligs  Bay.  Pollack 
have  been  in  big  numbers  recently  at  all  the  prin- 
cipal sea  angling  centres  in  Cork  and  Kerry.  Rock 
fishing  has  been  productive  of  much  sport  at  several 
points,  the  fish  principally  had  being  pollack  and 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on  application. 


"gTotes  from  t^c  Wovl^. 


Anolebs  on  the  middle  and  upper  Dee  waters 
have  for  once  enjoyed  a  magnificent  salmon  season. 
The  like  of  it  has  not  been  experienced  within  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  fisherman  on  the  Banchory, 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  Aboyno,  and  Ballater  reaches, 
and  now  anglers  on  the  King's  water  at  Balmoral 
and  above  are  having  their  chance. 

A  great  many  of  the  fish  in  the  upper  pools  are 
seriously  afflicted  with  the  fungus  disease,  one  out 
of  every  three  being  so  spotted. 

The  Green  Charm  is  the  favourite  salmon  flv  just 
now  on  the  Balmoral  and  adjacent  beats.  There 
has  been  nothing  like  it  as  a  killer  within  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  fisherman  since  the  season 
opened.   

A  Zulu  with  a  white  head  is  the  latest  for  the 
Shetland  lochs  where  landlocked  sea-trout  abound. 


A  spate  is  the  earnest  cry  and  prayer  of  the 
weary  angler.  A  few  passing  showers  is  all  the 
Grampian  ranges  have  been  blessed  with  for  weekct 
past,  while  from  other  parts  of  the  country  come 
accounts  of  over-floodmg  and  destruction. 

Mr.  Harry  Duncan  writes  from  the  Deveron 
(Cabrach)  under  date  of  Jnne  21  :  '•  Only  those  who 
can  work  the  clear  water  worm  trick  or  delight  in 
all-night  angling  need  come  here  just  now.  Vi-<itors 
are  leaving  in  disgust.  Mr.  Rough  sends  similar 
advice.   

The  prospects  in  the  far  north  and  at  Shetland 
are  steadily  improving.  Under  better  weather 
conditions  the  larger  sea-trout  should  now  be 
appearing  on  the  coast. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brocklehurst  had  the  Norton  House 
water  during  May,  and  ran  up  the  fine  score  of  1 20 
salmon  to  their  two  rods — thirty  fish  per  week. 

Tourists  with  a  penchant  for  the  rod  will  have  no 
difficulty  in  securing  a  cast  either  for  salmon  or 
trout  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  or  Spey  just  now, 
but  only  those  who  have  time  at  their  disposal  and 
can  put  in  a  week  or  two  need  look  for  much  sport. 

Special  Scotch. 


AT  THE  NEW  YORK  AQUARIUM. 

"  That,"  said  the  aquarium  attendant,  pointing 
to  the  most  beautiful  specimen  of  all  in  the  great 
collection,  "  is  the  angel  fish,  and  that  other,"  point- 
ing to  the  loathsome  clawed  dragon  lying  in  the 
bottom  of  the  tank,  "  is  a  hellbender." 

The  women  gasped.  They  did  not  know  for  a 
moment  whether  the  aquarium  man  was  becoming 
profane  when  he  said  "  hellbender."  Then  one  of 
the  visitors  shuddered  and  said  the  fish  with  the 
awful  name  was  the  ugliest  thing  she  ever  saw. 

"  Well,  I  don't  think  so,"  said  the  caretaker.  "  It 
depends  on  the  way  you  look  at  it.  I  don't  find  him 
ugly."  The  women  were  listening  attentively,  and 
a  quizzical  look  came  into  the  man's  eyes  as  he  con- 
tinued : — "  Beauty  is  only  skin  deep  anyhow,  and 
what  this  fellow  lacks  in  good  looks  he  makes  up  in 
good  behaviour.  You  may  think,  now,  that  the 
angel  fi$h  is  charming,  but  it  is  about  the  meanest 
of  the  lot.  One  of  those  brought  from  Bermuda  five 
years  ago  killed  every  other  angel  fish  put  in  with  it. 
And  the  lady  fish  over  there,"  he  went  on,  looking 
pointedly  at  his  listeners,  "  gets  along  all  right 
enough  when  there's  only  one  in  a  tank.  More  than 
one  results  in  a  fight." 

The  peaceful  stillness  that  reigns  in  the  old  aqua- 
rium is  striking.  Visitors  who  make  the  trip  to  the 
Battery,  and  pass  through  the  thick  casement  walls, 
leave  the  roar  of  the  elevated  and  the  noises  of  the 
street  behind,  almost  as  though  they  had  stepped 
into  an  underground  vault.  Inside  the  light  is  sub- 
dued, and  one  hears  nothing  but  the  fall  of  water, 
and  here  and  there  a  splash,  as  some  speckled 
beauty  jumps  into  air.  Sightseers  move  aroiind 
the  circle  of  tanks  talking  in  undertones,  and  giving 
vent  to  their  interest  in  suppressed  cries  of  delight. 
The  atmosphere  of  the  place  is  indeed  impressive. 
Imagine,  then,  the  surprise  of  those  in  the  place  one 
day  last  week  when  from  the  gallery  came  a  child's 
slirill  voice  calling  to  his  mother  on  the  other  side  of 
the  main  floor,  "  Oh,  Muzzie,  have  they  got  any 
mermaids  here  ?  " 

The  sea  anemone  is  the  last  animal  on  sea  or  land 
that  one  would  pick  as  a  flghter,  but  a  certain  little 
rock  crab  in  the  collection  knows  that  he  is.  A 
battle  between  the  fighting  anemone  and  a  thieving 
crab  was  described  by  L.  B.  Spencer,  who  has  charge 
of  the  aquariiun  laboratory  : — "  I  was  feeding  the 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


iWOLERS'    HOTELS,   FISHIJO^O  QUARTERS, 
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TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Cruachan, 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascent ;  twelve  miles  from  Oban  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fisliing  on  the  River  Awe.  Free  to  Visitors, 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  be  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
Golf  Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Tajiuiilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Staffa  and  lona  Trip  and  the  Crinan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  the  Glenetive 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  ia  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandshire,  N.B, 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
iif  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Splendid 
Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
private  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  and  Resident  Doctor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Invepness-shipe. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day.  Inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 

ORKNEY. 

Maciay's  Stromness  Hotel,  Stromness 

AND 

Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness 

Free  Fishing  on  the  Lochs  of  Stenness 
Harrey  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs, 

John  Mackay,  Proprietor 

Jiaie  Masons  Ar?ns  Hotel. 

Telegraphic  address  for  both  Hotels  : 
"  Mackay  Hotel." 


Salmon  Fishing, 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 


Close  to  L(jugh.    Free  Fishing.   Trout,  Salmon, 
Ferch  and  Pike,  the  best  in  Ireland  ;  also-Wild 
Fowl  Shooting.  • 
The  Corril)  is  35  miles  in  length  and  covers  37 
square  miles,  with  numerous  lieautiful  Islands 
Superior  accommodation  ;  bath  room  and  saiii 
tary  arrangements  on  the  most  modern  system. 

Incluswe  hotel  charges,  6/6  per  day,  or  £,2  2s 
per  week.  T.  F.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


Loughanupe,  CPoUy  Rivep,  and 
Rosses  Fishepy. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation and  full  particulars,  from  S. 

Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal.  I  LQyQ  Jig  MASK  &  CORRIB 

CLONBVn,  IRELAND.  ' 
Come  to  the  best  Trout  Fishing  in  the  British 
Isles,  Mount  Gable  Hotel  being  the  only  hotel  that 
both  loughs  can  be  fished  from  to  advantage, 
within  15  minutes'  walk  ;  best  men  and  boats 
engaged  all  through  the  season.  Also  40  000 
acres  exi:ellent  Rough  Shooting  in  connection 
with  Hotel.  All  Fishing  and  Shooting  Free  to 
visitors.  Terms  moderate  and  inclusive.— Ann]  v 
Proprietor,.  '  ^ 

JVfount    G£i,l>le  Hotel, 

CLONBUR,  IRELAND. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

KILREA,   CO.  DERRY. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modem  House,  refurnished,  decorated,  and 
under  new  management.  Appointments,  accom- 
modation, and  cuisine  unexcelled.  Baths,  bil- 
liards, suites  of  rooms,  vehicles,  boats.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation.  Anglers'  board,  9.<t. 
per  day.  Anglers  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
permission— for  the  season,  £2  ;  week,  7s.  6rf.  ; 
and  day,  2s.  60!.— to  fish  all  that  stretch  from  the 
Weir  at  Kilrea  to  Toorae.  From  the  'Weir  to 
Movanagher  is  21.?.  per  week,  and  day,  5.s.  Boat 
and  man,  5s.  per  day.— Address,  Manageress. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

HAN^  ICON'S 
Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  Co.  DONEGAL. 


LOUGH  CORRIB,  eo.  Galway.     \L1andrindod  Wells. 
RAILWAY   HOTEL,  ROCK  HOTEI. 

OUGMTERARr*.        |     Seven  Miles  excellent  Trout  Fishing 

reserved  for  Hotel  Visitors. 
Golf  Links.    Mineral  Baths  and  Waters. 

BODORGAN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

ANGLESEY,  NORTH  WALES. 

I  Under  Ne-w  Management.  Trout  Fish- 
ling  in  Coron  Lake,  best  in  North  Wales, 
I  with  fly,  minnow,  or  worm.  Central  for 
Anglesey  Waters;  mostly  free.  Sea  and 
J  Coarse  Fishing  at  convenient  distance. 
Free  use  of  boats,  and  moderate  terms. 
—Apply,  Owen  Mohhis,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1^  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  aocommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  application.  Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STANNERS,  Proprietor. 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  AND  FISHINGS 

HILLSWICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  Leith  and  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland,  Five  Times  ffeehltj. 

There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free 
1  here  is  also  fine  Sea  fishing  within  half-a-mile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  boats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  be  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Board 
(including  Bedroom),  per  Week,  £3  3«.  For 
particulars  and  dates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manager,  North  of  .Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

First-class  Tourist  and  Commercial 
Hotel,  with  all  modern  comforts.  First- 
rate  Trout  Fishing  on  Kiver  Deveron, 
free  till  the  end  of  August.  Salmon 
Fishing  to  let  for  September  and  October. 
Improved  good  Nine-hole  Golf  Course  on 
links.  Posting  in  all  its  branches.  'Bus 
meets  all  trains. 

J.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  DeiTy- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  6s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


LOUGH  CONN  HOTEL 

CRCSSMALINA,  BALLINA. 

First-class  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing 
Free.  First-class  catering  and  accom- 
modation, bath  rooms,  &c.  Moderate 
tariff. — Apply,  Peoprietor. 


ANGLING  IN  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

HILL'S  HOTEL, 

DUNKINEELY,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Five  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  Fishing  on 
Oiley  River,  four  miles  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout 
Fishing  on  Stragar  River.  Two  excellent  Bi'own 
Trout  and  Char  Lakes.GoodSeaFishing— Pollack, 

Mackerel,  etc.    Fishing  free  to  Hotel  Visitors.  .»  t       t    ^  ■ 

Good  boats  and  men.  Beautiful  scenery.  Five  I<kc.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
"  ■'         "    ■  ■   ■       and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 

ing. _  Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  Healy. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  eo.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 


minutes  from  Railway.  Good  accommodation 
Terms  moderate.  Also  4,000  acres  carefully 
preserved  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Woodcock,  Snipe, 
Partridge,  and  Hare  Shooting  in  connection  with 
Hotel.    Can  be  let  at  per  day  or  otherwise. 


OKT  THE  SI»OT. 

The  Donegal  Highlahds.  —  Salmon, 
Sea  and  Trout  Fishing,  Crolly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Gweedore.  The  Hotel  is  on  the 
very  bank  of  Gweedore  River,  within 
a  few  minutes'  walk  of  best  Salmon  pools, 
and  only  ten  minutes'  drive  to  famous 
Loughanure,  and  within  five  minutes' 
drive  of  Crolly  Railway  Station. 

Teicfirmms— Proprietor. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— .Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance,  as  the  lake  is 
now  well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  Trout  range  from  1  lb.  to 
4  lb.  generally,  and  some  are  got  up  to  10  lb.  and 
12  lb.  and  over.  Very  large  Pike  have  been 
captured.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  additionally 
enlarged  latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms, 
bathroom  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory. 
Boats  always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate. 


T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  MASK. 


FREE  FISHING. 

Excellent  Salmon  and  Trout  on  the  River 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn,  Co.  Mayo. 

HOTELS: 

CORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  CONN,  I  the  best  free  fishing  in  Ireland 

AND  IMPERIAL  HOTEL,  BALLINA.  V^'"^^^-  ™  large  Trout 

These  Hotels  being  under  the  same 
management.  Visitors  can  fish  both  River 
and  Lough  as  desired.  Telegraph  and 
Post  Office  (Crossmolina)  within  half-a- 
mile  of  Gortnorabby  Hotel.  Boats  and 
men  supplied.  Charming  Scenery  and 
beautiful  Drives.  Terms  moderate. — For 
further  particulars,  apply  to  "  Manager, 
Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina."  Telegrams, 
'  Flynn,  Ballina." 


INNSBRUCK. 

The  lovely  Capital  of  Tyrol.  Ideal  Health 
and  Pleasure  Resort.  Good  Fishing.  Charming 
Excursions.  Delightful  Climate.  English 
Church. 

HOTEL  TYROL. 

C.  L/JJDSEE,  Proprietor. 

TROUT  FISHING  &  SEASIDE. 

TAMAR  lake,  near  Bude,  Cornwall.  Seventy 
acres,  hitherto  strictly  preserved  for  private 
fishing,  this  season  reserved  exclusively  for 
visitors  to,  and  residents  of,  Bude  and  Stratton. 
Stocked  with  Brown  and  Loch  Leven  Trout  up 
to  5  lbs.  in  weight ;  no  coarse  fish  In  lake. 
Limited  number  of  rods.  Boats,  3s.  Good 
cycle  road.  Tickets  issued  for  the  Lessee  by 
the  Clerk,  Urban  District  Council,  Bude. 
Season,  £10  ;  month,  £5 ;  fortnightly,  £3  ■ 
week,  £2  ;  day,  10s. 

HOUSEBOAT  TO  LET. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  HOUSE- 
BOAT, with  every  accommodation,  including 
Cooking  Arrangements  and  Utensils,  Cutlery, 
Glass,  &c.  Roomy  Sleeping  Berths  for  6 
persons.  Use  of  Punt.  Good  opportunity  for 
Fishing  or  Riverside  Holiday  at  small  expense. 
Engage  early  to  prevent  disappointment. 
Terms:  £1  53.  per  week.— Wadswobth,  St. 
Ives.  Hunts  

NEWBURY. 

FURNISHED  HOUSE, 

with  good  Fishing.  Contains  eight  bed- 
rooms, bath  room  (h.  and  c),  dining  and 
drawing  rooms,  entrance  hall,  and  good 
offices.  Large  gardens  and  greenhouses. 
About  IJ  miles  well-preserved  Fishing  in 
Kennet  and  canal.  Rent  £4  4s.  per 
week. — Particulars  of  Mr.  J.  N.  Day, 
Auctioneer,  Newbury. 


TEMPERANCE 


HOTEL, 
CO.  lMl£iyo. 

Salmon  Fishing-  on  the  Moy. 

Two  days'  free  fishing  for  start  ;  7/6  per  day 
afterwards.  Good  Trout  and  Rough  Fishing 
free  ;  also  free  boat.  For  terras  of  Board,  etc., 
apply  to  the  proprietor, 

JOHN  J.  JOHNSTON. 


SWEENEY'S  MOTEL 

{Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal) 

Is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  where  Anglers  and  Tourists  will 
find  every  comfort.  Posting  in  all  its 
branches.    Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  SWEENEY. 


and  big  Pike  ;  now  is  the  time  to  get  the  big 
ones.  Here  you  can  get  the  benefit  of  your 
holidays  ;  your  time  is  not  wasted,  you  are  right 
on  the  spot  (house  within  thirty  yards  of  lough). 
Also  some  Wild  Bird  Shooting  is  to  be  got  on 
Lough  Mask.  Daily  mail  to  the  house.  Nearest 
station :  Ballinrobe,  Midland,  G.  W.  Good 
accommodation,  experienced  boatmen,  moderate 
charges.  Visitors  can  also  fish  Corrib— within 
twenty-five  minutes'  drive. — For  terms,  apply  to 
Pat  SnMMERViLLE,  Kilbride  Lodge,  Clonbur, 
CO.  Galway. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TYCROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.'W.,  Main  Line). 

I  Hotel  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by  the 
I  golf  links;  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent  bathing. 
Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  lake  and 
River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan  : 
all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  Trap 
from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all  included 
I  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded  on  request. 

T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 

IMERRIGK  ARMS  HOTEL 

BODORGAN,  NORTH  WALES. 

Trout  Fishing  in  Coron  Lake — the  best  in 
North  Wales.  Terms  most  moderate  and  use 
of  boats  free.  Roach  and  Perch  Fishing ;  also 
Sea  Fishing  within  easy  distance.  Excellent 
cuisine.— Apply, 

JOHN  H.  BTLLINGE,  Proprietor. 


lour  OF  THE  BEATEN  TRACK  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS. 

I  HULL  to  COPENHAGEN  &  FINLAND  ("The 
Angler's  Paradise  ")  and  ST.  PETERSBURG  (for 
Moscow  and  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin). 
Luxurious  and  Inexpen-five  Travel. 
Sailings  Weekly. 
I  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  at  Kajana. 
and  SALMON  FISHING  at  Vaala,  North  Finland. 
Terms  very  moderate.   Excellent  New  Hotel. 
Beautiful  Scenery.    For  lull  information  apply 
to  the  FINLAND  STEAMSHIP  CO.,Helsingfor3, 
I  or  to  JOHN  GOOD  &  SONS,  Hull  (Agents). 

NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 


IW  I  H.  SOI*    XuT  NT  E. 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  51,  Pall  Mall ; 
LUMLEY,  NEWTON  &  DOWELL,  16,  St.  James's 
Street,  S.W.;  COOKS',  Ludgste  Circus  ;  or  W.  B. 
BOTT&CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  E.C. 

Bantry  Homespun  Tweeds,  variety  of 
shades  ;  pure  wool ;  stylish,  durable  ; 
unexcelled  for  fishing  and  cycling  suits 
and  costumes ;  patterns  free.  Thomas 
CopiTHOENE,  Bantry,  Ireland, 
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anemone,  a  fair-sized  brown  specimen,"  said  Mr. 
Spencer,  "  with  bits  of  chopped  clam  from  a  long 
stick.  The  crab,  not  content  with  his  own  share, 
darted  at  the  anemone  and  attempted  to  steal  the 
choice  morsel  from  it.  Then  a  funny  thing  hap- 
pened. Fully  thirty  small  thread-like  coils  shot  out 
from  near  the  anemone's  mouth,  striking  the  crab 
on  all  sides.  These  threads  are  said  to  have  stinging 
powers  equal  to  a  nettle.  Instantly  the  crab 
doubled  up  in  apparent  pain,  and  started  roimd  that 
glass  tank  like  one  possessed.  After  numerous 
turns  he  approached  again,  and  this  time  the  ane- 
mone stung  him  hard,  for  after  a  tui-n  or  two  he 
turned  over  on  his  back  and  wagged  his  flippers 
feebly.  It  was  some  time  before  he  recovered.  I 
tell  you  that  crab  has  not  been  within  hailing  dis- 
tance of  the  brown  anemone  since." 

Installed  in  one  of  the  big  pools  there  is  now  a 
happy  family  comprising  a  large  number  of  small 
turtles,  alligators,  crocodiles,  and  bull-frogs.  The 
pool  is  28ft.  long  and  12ft.  wide,  and  with  plenty  of 
water,  and  at  one  end  there  is  a  corrugated  platform. 
Tlie  creatures  could  scarcely  have  quarters  more 
comfortable  or  better  adapted  to  their  wants.  Up 
the  inclined  plane  as  up  the  bank  of  a  stream  the 
animals  climb  at  will. 

About  the  middle  of  the  pool  is  an  old  stvmap,  upon 
whose  top  there  is  pretty  likely  to  be  found  some 
turtle  resting  ;  and  turtles  love  to  creep  under  the 
stump  for  shelter  or  seclusion.  Floating  about  in 
the  pool's  waters  are  a  number  of  irregular-shaped 
slabs  of  cork,  islands  upon  which  the  animals  like  to 
climb,  and  there  are  likely  to  be  from  one  to  three 
creatures  on  any  one  of  these  floating  islands.  And 
finally,  among  so  many  creatures,  there  is  likely  to 
be  something  going  on  all  the  time.  For  instance, 
around  in  front  of  a  big  bull-frog  that  was  sitting 
on  the  inclined  plane  drifted  one  of  these  floating 
islands.  The  bull-frog's  eye  caught  it,  and  he 
thought  he  would  like  to  take  a  sail  on  it.  The 
island  was  a  foot  and  a-half  or  so  away,  but  that 
was  a  very  easy  jump  for  the  bull-frog  from  his  place 
on  the  bank.  Landing  on  it,  he  gave  the  island  a 
fresh  start,  imder  which  it  now  sailed  away  with 
quicker  movement.  The  bull-frog  had  landed  on 
one  end  of  this  slab.  He  was  sitting  thus  when 
something  began  to  weigh  down  the  other  end  of  the 
island.  Then  the  bull-frog  saw  an  alligator  climb- 
ing up  out  of  the  water,  his  great  head  with  long  and 
powerful  and  wide  open  jaws  and  massive  shoulders 
already  up  and  more  alligator  coming.  The  bull- 
frog took  just  one  look,  and  then  turned  again  once 
more  towards  the  shore.  It  was  a  good  deal  further 
off  now  than  when  he  first  struck  the  island,  but  he 
had  a  great  incentive  now,  and  great  as  the  jump 
was  he  made  the  shore  handily,  and  left  the  island 
to  the  alligator. 

There  are  things  of  this  sort  going  on  all  the  time. 
There  is  a  turtle,  maybe,  on  one  end  of  an  island  and 
an  alligator  comes  along  and  climbs  up  on  the  same 
end,  submerging  it  and  so  floating  the  turtle  off,  the 
island  supporting  the  'gator,  however,  when  called 
upon  to  bear  his  weight  alone. 

Turtles  promenading  on  the  bottom  of  the  pool,  in 
opposite  directions,  meeting,  sometimes  turn  out 
readily  and  sometimes  "  scrap  "  for  the  right  of  way, 
but  these  fights  do  not  amount  to  much,  and,  on  the 
whole,  the  various  creatm-es  dwell  together  in  peace 
and  harmony.  The  different  varieties  in  the  tank 
include  soft-shelled,  snapping,  musk,  slider,  and 
spotted  turtles,  and  wood  and  Blanding's  and 
diamond-backed  terrapin.  The  person  who  endea- 
vours to  pick  out  the  representatives  of  the  different 
varieties  will  have  a  task  similar  to  that  recently  set 
by  a  publication  which  printed  a  series  of  faces,  and 
after  telling  what  the  faces  were  supposed  to  repre- 
sent, left  it  to  the  reader  to  designate  them  properly. 
In  that  case  there  was  a  prize  of  S500  offered  for  the 
nearest  guess.  There  is  no  prize  offered  for  a  correct 
designation  of  the  different  turtles.  There  was  no 
correct  guess  in  the  case  of  the  faces.  The  turtles 
are  nearly  as  difficult  to  pick  oat. 

In  one  division  of  the  turtle  pool  there  are  two  big 
loggerheads  weighing  2401b.  apiece  or  more.  One 
of  them  came  in  last  winter,  and  the  other  about  a 
year  ago.  The  one  that  came  in  last  January  has 
scarcely  begun  to  eat  ;  but  there  is  nothing  astonish- 
ing about  that,  for  such  turtles  may  easily  go 
months  without  eating.  The  other  big  turtle  not 
only  eats  all  that  is  put  in  for  itself,  but  all  that  is  put 
in  for  the  other  fellow  too. 

Commonly  these  big  turtles  are  to  be  seen  each 
with  its  head  in  its  own  comer  of  the  pool ;  and  at 
feeding-time  the  food  for  each  is  put  down  in  a 
comer  at  its  head.  The  older  turtle,  which,  some- 
how, doubtless  in  some  fight  at  sea,  has  lost  half  its 
starboard  forward  flipper,  begins  promptly  on  its 
portion,  and  eats  steadily  imtil  it  takes  it  all  in.  It 
has  a  head  as  big  as  a  cocoanut,  and  it  is  a  big, 
clunisy  creature  generally  ;  but  it  goes  about  its 
feeding  intelligently,  and  never  misses  a  scrap. 

By  the  time  it  has  finished  it  is  likely  to  find  itself 
m  the  middle  of  the  pool,  to  which  it  may  have 


washed  some  of  its  food  by  the  swashing  of  its 
massive  body,  and  then  from  there  it  makes  straight 
for  the  other  turtle's  corner,  where  the  untouched 
food  is  lying.  The  chances  are  tliat  the  other  big 
turtle  has  backed  out  of  its  place  before  this,  but 
whether  to  give  the  other  a  chance  or  to  avoid  it 
would  not  be  so  easy  to  say.  At  any  rate,  the  first 
tiurtle  goes  up  into  the  other's  corner  with  the  grace 
of  a  scow,  and  proceeds  to  strip  that  corner  clean 
too.  When  a  big  turtle  like  this  does  find  an 
appetite,  it  always  seems  to  find  a  big  one. — 
Forest  and  Stream. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS; 
W.  H.  Patjll. — With  regard  to  your  query  re 
"  Sand-eels  for  Bait,"  if  you  apply  to  W.  Hoarder, 
195,  Union-street,  Plymouth,  you  will  get  all  the 
information  you  require. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebltor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  CorresponderUs.'] 


THE  LARVA  OF  CORETHRA  PLVMICORNIS. 

My  dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  have  been  following 
up  Mr.  Simms'  hint  regarding  the  larva  of  Corelhra 
Plumicornis,  but  what  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
up  to  now  does  not  confirm  his  statement  (Fishing 
Gazette,  May  23)  as  to  the  blood-worm  being  "also 
the  larva  of  Corethra  Plumicornis."  I  have  been 
looking  up  this  matter  in  Prof.  C.  Lamport's  book, 
"  Life  in  Fresh  Waters,"  in  which  he  describes  the 
larva  of  the  above  insect  as  follov^s  :  "  Here  we 
notice  that  among  the  living  things  darting  hither 
and  thither,  something  colourless,  like  a  phantom, 
rapidly  crosses  the  vessel,  moving  tail  foremost.  It 
is  only  after  our  eyes  have  grown  accustomed  to 
the  object  of  our  observations  that  we  recognise  in 
it  a  larva,  about  sixteen  millimetres  long,  which  up 
to  now  escaped  us  on  account  of  its  being  nearly 
colourless.  The  black  eyes  and  buccal  organs,  as 
well  as  two  dark  air-bladders  in  the  front  and  rear 
parts  of  the  body  when  extended,  are  all  that  we  can 
distinguish,  unless  we  ta>e  in  consideration  the 
transparent,  pale  yellow  intestinal  canal.  .  .  .  This 
is  the  larva  of  Corethra  Plumicornis  Fabr."  etc. 
Further  on  he  gives  a  description  of  "  blood-red, 
worm-like  larvas,  up  to  fifteen  millimetres  long, 
living  in  the  mud,"  and  states  that  "these  are  the 
larvse  of  the  most  common  species  of  the  genus 
ChironomidcB — Chironomus  Plumosus  L." 

I  may  add  that  in  this  country  blood-worms  very 
frequently  exceed  the  above  dimensions  to  a  very- 
considerable  extent ;  to  such  an  extent,  in  fact, 
that  blood-worms  of  the  size  quoted  by  Prof. 
Lamport  as  the  maximal  one  are  considered  under- 
sized from  the  angler's  point  of  view,  and  are  used 
for  feeding  fish  in  aquaria  only. 

While  on  the  subject  of  baits,  I  might  as  well 
mention  another  bait  which  is  used  with  excellent 
results  in  summer  time  on  all  rivers  and  canals  of 
Central  Russia,  where  there  is  a  pretty  lively  traffic 
of  barges  carrying  hay,  flour,  bran,  etc.  It  is  a 
very  repulsive  one,  I  must  admit,  and  is  known 
under  the  name  of  "krisska" — "a  ratkin,"  from 
"krissa,"  a  rat — on  account  of  its  tail-like  breath- 
ing appendage.  It  is  found  in  sewers  and  in 
stagnant  waters  containing  decaying  animal  and 
vegetable  matter ;  in  Moscow  and  its  neighbourhood 
it  is  mainly  obtained  from  the  bilge-water  of  barges 
carrying  hay,  bran,  flour,  etc.,  which  is  an  excellent 
breeding  material  for  them.  I  have  seen  them  as 
large  as  an  inch  and  a  half  (minus  caudal  append- 
age) and  half  an  inch  in  thickness.  I  may  as  well 
add  that  this  uncanny  looking  beastie  is  the  larva 
of  a  curious  fly,  looking  somewhat  like  a  bee.  the 
Eristalis  tenax  (order  Diptera,  family  Syrphidoe). — 
Yours  very  truly,  Paul  Tchebkassov. 

St.  Petersburg. 


GUT  CROP,  1903. 

Dear  Sib, — -Advices  from  our  agents  in  Murcia 
give  the  following  particulars  :  — 

The  feature  of  this  year's  Spanish  crop  is  the 
great  scarcity  of  the  heavier  classes,  from  "  Padron 
Primero"  upwards,  the  small  proportion  of  the 
"Selecto"  quality  in  any  of  the  classes,  and  the 
abundance  of  the  "Superior"  an'd  "Estriada"  in 
the  finer  grades. 

The  total  quantity  is  above  the  average,  namely, 
21,0001b.  Spanish,  or,  roughly,  about  105,000,000. 

As  regards  prices,  we  are  quoting  the  same  as  last 
year,  both  for  gut  in  bundles  and  casts  made  up, 
but  owing  to  the  peculiar  conditions  of  the  present 
crop,  we  reserve  the  right^to  withdraw  the  same  at 
any  time  without  notice. 

The  difficulty  of  executing  orders  to  exact  lengths 
has  become  so  great  that,  to  enable  us  to  fill  orders 
in  anything  like  a  reasonable  time,  we  must  claim 


the  privilege  of  a  margin  of  one  half  inch  either 
under  or  over  the  length  ordered  ;  and  while  we  will 
always  endeavour  to  be  exact,  we  will  consider  any 
orders  received  after  this  date  as  coming  under  this 
condition. 

We  have  to  advise  our  friends  that  we  have 
inaugurated  a  new  system  in  the  classification  of 
gut.  Every  strand  is  sized  through  a  marvellously 
accurate  steel  gauge  made  for  the  purpose,  and 
buyers  can  now  rely  upon  getting  much  more 
uniformity  of  thickness  in  all  the  cleisses  and 
qualities. — Yours  faithfully,    Hardy  Beothees. 

Alnwick. 


SIZE  OF  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  quite  agree  with  "  Observer  "  that 
when  catches  of  trout  or  other  fish  are  reported 
some  notion  of  their  weight  or  size  should  also  be 
given,  so  that  intending  anglers  may  know  the  exact 
kind  of  sport  which  they  may  expect ;  and  perhaps 
it  is  no  excuse  to  say  that  the  name  of  the  stream 
and  county  ought  to  convey  to  an  intelligent  fisher- 
man what  the  average  size  of  the  trout  is  likely 
to  be. 

Such  reports  should  be  written  both  for  the 
learned  and  unlearned  ;  and  very  few  people  can  be 
expected  to  be  learned  in  all  the  rivers  of  Great 
Britain. 

But  it  is  upon  the  second  paragraph  of ' '  Observer's ' ' 
letter  that  I  have  a  few  words  to  say,  because  as  an 
Exmoor  fisherman  I  can't  quite  agree  with  him. 
He  says :  "  No  one  who  has  seen  the  sister  rivers 
Exe  and  Barle  flowing  parallel  at  Dulverton,  and 
exactly  similar  in  their  features,  can  quite  easily 
accept  the  dictum  that  these  Exmoor  fish  will  never 
grow  bigger  than  about  from  four  or  five  to  the 
pound." 

First,  I  don't  quite  understand  what  the  words 
"  exactly  similar  in  their  features  "  have  to  do  with 
the  argument,  unless  they  mean  that  these  rivers  at 
Dulverton  are  exactly  similar  in  their  features  to 
their  own  headwaters  up  on  Exmoor  itself. 

This  is  exactly  what  they  are  not,  and  on  this 
very  point  "hangs  the  whole  tale."  The  real 
question  (at  least  the  chief  one)  is  the  nature  of 
the  food  supply  in  the  various  parts  of  the  same 
river.  For  instance,  compare  the  size  where  the 
river  flows  through  woodland  and  meadowland  to  the 
streams  of  the  rocks  and  the  moor.  If  "  Observer  " 
could  induce  the  owners  and  fishermen  on  the 
upper  ten  or  twenty  miles  of  these  rivers  to  give 
up  their  fishing  (because  that  is  what  it  would 
come  to)  on  the  chance  of  benefiting  the  people 
down  below,  I  could  understand  his  argument,  but 
even  if  he  did  eo  it  would  be  little,  if  any,  use, 
because  trout  are  not  in  the  habit,  any  more  than 
mortal  men  are,  of  wishing  to  "descend  to  the 
lower  regions"  on  the  chance  of  getting  fat  there, 
as  they  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  luscious  and 
rich  food  compared  with  their  scanty  fare,  which  is 
waiting  for  them  down  below. 

It  is  the  scanty  fare,  and  to  some  extent  the 
number  of  mouths  which  it  has  to  feed,  which  keeps 
the  Exmoor  trout  small.  In  fact,  a  well-known 
sportsman  on  Exmoor  has  often  assured  me  that 
in  the  old  days  when  the  number  of  fish  in  any 
stream  was  much  reduced  by  netting  the  size  of 
those  left  bettered  considerably,  but  I  admit  this 
is  a  dangerous  remedy  to  put  forward. 

No  one  with  any  sense  doubts  that  these  Exmoor 
fish  can  grow  large  :  but  they  will  not  do  so  while 
in  the  moorland  streams.  Put  them  into  good 
feeding  waters,  such  as  ponds,  and  I  know  by 
experience  that  they  will  run  into  pounds  in  weight 
in  place  of  ounces,  and  be  well-conditioned  also, 
though  at  the  same  time  they  get  more  sluggish. 

We  should  all  agree  that  the  man  who  kills  trout 
below  the  scale  fixed  for  any  particular  river  ought 
to  be  held  up  to  the  severest  execration,  whether 
that  scale  be  two  or  three  ounces  or  three-quarters 
of  a  pound  ;  but  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  make 
anything  even  approaching  a  universal  rule,  as  all 
fishermen  who  have  fished  on  the  one  hand  in 
Hampshire  or  parts  of  Yorkshire,  and  on  the  other 
on  the  Devonshire  moorlands,  well  know. 

Of  course  I  thoroughly  agree  with  "  Observer  " 
as  to  the  mischief  fof  allowing  locals  to  catch  trout 
wholesale,  to  be  disposed  of  to  hotels  and  \'isitor8 
for  money,  and  wherever  this  is  permitted  the  river 
ought  to  be  boycotted  by  respectable  fishermen. 

It  is  not  only  the  depletion,  but  the  constant 
harrying  and  worrying  of  the  trout  left  in  it  which 
ruins  such  a  river  as  this. — Yours  faithfully, 

C.  F.  Wade. 


NAILS  FOR  BROGUES. 
Dear  Mb.  Maeston, — Sorry  to  hear  the  nails  did 
not  reach  you.    Am  sending  another  sample  to-day. 
They  are  hand-made  at  12  kreuzer  per  100  retail, 
and  are  made  at  Molino  Lago  di  Jaro. — Yours  truly, 

W.  D.  Gauin. 
[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Galpin.    I  fancy  12 
kreuzer  is  about  3d. ;  the  nails  are  same  as  illustrated 
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recently  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  wished  I  had  some 
in  my  boots  last  week  when  wading  in  the  Vyrnwy, 
in  which  the  rocks  and  stones  are  very  slippery. — 


"SINGULAR  CAPTURE  OF  A  LARGE 
TROUT." 

De  AR  Sir, — In  reference  to  the  above  the  same 
thing  happened  to  two  members  of  our  party  sir 
years  ago  in  Norway,  though  in  thirty  years' 
experience  of  fly-fishing  we  had  never  come  across 
such  an  incident  before,  and  in  these  two  cases  we 
did  not  succeed  in  landing  the  big  fish.  One  of  my 
sons  was  fishing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
and  was  reeling  up  quickly  to  get  rid  of  a  small  ^Ib. 
trout,  when  it  was  seized  by  a  very  large  one,  which 
gave  him  some  play  for  several  minutes.  He  got  it 
quite  close  to  the  bank,  and  was  doing  the  best  he 
could  with  a  small  landing  net,  when  the  bigger  fish 
let  go  his  hold.  A  few  days  later  the  same  thing 
happened  to  my  other  son,  and  he  got  a  heavy 
trout  of  some  61b.  or  71b.  just  up  to  the  gaff  when 
that  also  let  go  its  hold.  I  saw  both  instances 
myself. — Yours  truly, 

^  Alice  K.  Vale  Bagshawe, 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  CAEN. 
Dear.  Sir, — I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  can  give  me  any  information 
with  regard  to  trout  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Caen. — Yours  truly,  Alnredus, 

FISHING  ON  THE  ANNAN. 
Dear  Sir, — ^I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  some  information  with 
regard  to  the  trout  fishing  on  tlie  river  Annan 
Would  the  beginning  of  August  be  a  good  time  . 
If  wading  stockings  are  required,  could  I  hire  them 
there  ?  as  shall  most  probably  not  want  them 
again.  Or  if  I  had  to  buy  stockings,  would  ordinarv 
boots  do  to  wear  with  them  ?  I  should  not  mind  if 
it  were  a  very  quiet  place  as  long  as  the  fishing  was 
good. — Yours  faithfully,  Roamer. 

BAIT  FOR  MULLET. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Paul "  re  mullet- 
fishing  in  estuaries,  the  best  bait  is  the  bottom  crust 
of  a  tin  loaf  or  French  roll  wrapped  in  damp  flannel 
all  night  and  cut  in  cubes.  Fish  as  for  chub,  walking 
slowly  along,  keeping  low.  I  like  bank  fishing 
because  you  can  stalk  the  big  ones.  The  hne  must 
float :  use  deer's  fat  and  vaseline.  Start  fishing  two 
hours  before  high  water ;  when  this  happens  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  day  and  no  boats  about  then  look 
out  for  something  big.  Use  the  best  gut,  and  do 
not  nip  shots  on.  Lift  the  rod  at  the  slightest  shake 
of  the  quill,  and  do  not  hold  on  too  tight  as  they 
are  very  active. — Yours  truly,  J.  Bell. 

Marlow. 


RIVER  WYE  (HEREFORD). 
Sir, — With  regard  to  Mr.  J.  Lloyd's  letter  in 
your  last  issue,  I  think  your  readers  should  be  told 
that  had  not  the  Wye  Fishery  Board  taken  the 
steps  they  did  there  would  soon  have  been 
practically  no  salmon  for  netsmen  or  the  angler, 
lor  the  excessive  netting  was  rapidly  ruining  the 
river.  The  fishermen  need  not  lose  their  livelihood, 
as  men  are  wanted  badly  on  the  land  at  regular 
work.  I  venture  to  say  they  would  be  better  off 
with  a  regular  wage  than  earning  a  few  pounds  one 
week  and  then  nothing  for  several  weeks,  as  is  often 
the  case  with  those  who  net. — Yours  truly, 

W.  T, 


HOW  TO  KEEP  WORMS  IN  FLAX. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  J.  S.  W.,"  the  best  way 
is  to  wash  the  flax  well  in  cold  water,  then  squeeze 
it  between  the  hands,  leaving  it  damp.  I  put  in  a 
wooden  box  a  quart  measure  of  flax  to  one  thousand 
worms,  and  keep  them  in  the  coolest  place  possible. 
I  sprinkle  with  cold  water  slightly  every  four  days. 
I  have  kept  them  in  good  condition  for  nine  months 
this  way.  I  have  sold  them  for  fifteen  years  in  flax 
with  instructions,  and  I  have  got  many  repeat 
orders. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  Pickersgill. 

31,  Rydall-street, 

Holbeck,  Leeds. 


FISHING  IN  THE  RIBBLE. 
Dear  Sir, — "  Medicus  "  should  commuoicate  with 
Mr.  H.  Backhouse,  of  Blackburn,  solicitor  to  the 
Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Ribble.  He  could 
obtain  his  licence  and  place  his  grievances,  which  I 
know  are  real,  before  that  gentleman.  I  should 
like  to  hear  from  "Medicus." — Yours  truly, 

March  Brown. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Bluebottle  "  re  fishing 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight.    The  only  trout  fishing  here  is 


reserved  for  £10  lOs.  subscribers;  there  are  no  day 
tickets  issued. 

Fair  fly  fishing  is  to  be  had  with  dace  and  rudd 
near  Sandown,  and  there  are  some  very  good  carp 
ponds  in  the  island,  but  unless  "  Bluebottle  "  intends 
to  become  a  subscriber  to  the  Carisbrooke  Trout 
Fishing  Association  I  should  not  advise  him  to  come 
to  the  Isle  of  Wight  for  the  fishing. — Yours  truly, 
Percy  Wadham, 
Pisciculturist  to  the  Carisbrooke 
Fishing  Association. 
"  Waltondale,"  Carisbrooke-road, 
Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 


FISHING  NEAR  CARLSBAD. 
Sir,— Could  you  or  any  of  the  readers  of  your 
paper  inform  me  whether  there  is  any  fishing  to  be 
had  at  Carlsbad  or  neighbourhood  during  July  and 
August  ? — Yours  faithfully,  Ekah 

A  UNIQUE  EXPERIENCE. 

Sir, — The  following  particulars  may  prove  in- 
teresting to  some  of  your  readers. 

I  was  given  permission  to  fish  a  mill  lodge  in 
private  grounds,  and  asked  to  kill  some  of  the 
"big  'uns."  The  proprietor  said  he  could  not 
manage  it,  they  were  too  many  for  him.  I  visited 
the  water  and  examined  it  closely,  and  found  it 
was  swarming  with  gudgeon  and  caddis  bait, 
saw  very  few  fish  moving,  and  came  to  the  con 
elusion  that  the  trout  were  cannibals  and  bottom 
feeders.  I  went  next  day  and  got  there  about  11.30. 
taking  two  rods,  and  smarted  to  catch  gudgeon 
for  live  bait.  When  I  had  secured  a  dozen 
or  so,  I  put  ijp  an  eleven-foot  split-cnne  fly  rod 
(with  the  stifler  top  of  the  two)  and  baited  with  a 
live  gudgeon.  In  five  minutes  off  went  my  float. 
I  struck,  and  was  smashed  straight  away.  I  re- 
paired damages  and  started  again,  and  in  five 
minutes  was  smashed  again.  I  said  to  myself  this 
will  not  do. 

I  went  at  it  again  and  in  a  short  time  was  into 
another,  and  killed  him,  a  2^1b.  trout,  and  found  my 
tackle  sticking  in  his  jaw,  one  of  the  two  first 
smashes.  In  all  I  killed  six,  a  21b.  fish,  two  about 
lib.,  and  two  only  Jib.  each,  besides  the  2Jlb.  one; 
all  were  lanky  fish  with  the  exception  of  the  largest. 
I  lost  three  large  ones;  they  shook  themselves  free 
by  coming  to  the  top  and  flurrying  on  the  top  of  the 
water  like  a  pike — fancy  |lb.  trout  taking  a  gudgeon. 

Two  days  later  I  went  for  another  try,  moving  to 
a  fresh  spot  this  time,  finding  nothing  feeding  at  the 
old  place.  I  was  going  along  the  bank  and  saw  a 
good  fish  move.  I  threw  my  live  gudgeon  towards  it, 
but  it  fell  rather  short.  I  was  drawing  the  bait  back 
for  another  cast  when  I  saw  a  bright  gleam  of  yellow, 
and  immediately  a  rush — before  I  knew  where  I  was 
I  was  smashed  up.  I  set  to  again,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose, so  I  thought  I  would  cast  out  and  put 
the  rod  down,  and  put  a  big  hook  and  a  thump- 
ing red  flat  tail  on  the  rod  I  used  for  gudgeon. 
I  carried  out  the  idea,  and  put  in  close  to  some 
weeds.  In  less  than  a  minute  the  float  began 
to  travel  away  very  slowly.  I  struck,  and  found  I 
was  into  a  21b.  trout.  I  put  some  yards  between 
me  and  the  weeds,  and  speedily  grassed  hira.  I 
baited  again  and  put  in  at  the  same  spot,  and  was 
accepted  immediately,  and  was  into  another  21b. 
fish.  I  cleared  away  from  the  weeds,  and  looked  up 
to  steer  clear  of  the  other  rod  and  not  run  foul,  and 
to  my  astonishment  saw  it  being  dragged  into  the 
water.  I  sprang  forward  just  in  time,  fisted  it,  and 
found  I  had  a  2|lb.  fish  on  that  as  well.  I  said  to 
myself,  "Old  man,  you  are  in  a  unique  position, 
and  have  got  your  work  cut  out  for  you."  I  kept  a 
level  head,  settled  down  to  business,  and  put  in  all 
I  knew,  playing  both  fish  for  all  I  was  worth  with 
each  hand  on  tight  lines,  all  wrist  work.  They  kept 
springing  out  of  the  water.  I  managed  to  keep  both 
apart,  and  tired  them  out.  When  I  found  I  could 
lead  them  about  like  lambs  I  put  the  rod  down 
with  the  larger  of  the  two  fish  on,  and  put  my  foot 
on  the  reel,  wound  the  other  fish  close  up,  and  took 
a  grip  higher  up  the  rod,  and  then  put  my  knee  on 
the  other  rod,  and  after  two  or  three  tries  got  my 
finger  into  the  gills  of  the  first  fish,  banked  him, 
then  took  the  other  rod,  and  found  the  fish  had 
quite  recovered  and  put  up  another  good  fight.  It 
was  no  use.  I  worked  him  gently  up  to  where  the 
landing-net  lay,  and  soon  had  him  safely  on  the 
bank. 

I  am  now  over  sixty  years  of  age,  but  spry.  I 
have  never  had  a  chance  of  doing  such  a  feat  before, 
and  do  not  expect  I  shall  have  another.  Have  you, 
Mr.  Editor,  heard  of  a  like  instance  ?  I  thought 
it  was  something  out  of  the  common,  and  might 
interest  you.  I  killed  five  fish,  then  a  thunderstorm 
came  on,  and  it  went  very  cold  after,  and  the 
gudgeon  would  not  bite.  Trusting  you  may  find 
this  worth  inserting,  and  wishing  you  a  like 
experience.  I  am  sure  you  would  enjoy  it. — Yours 
truly,  c.  J.  B. 


FISHING  AT  PWLLHELL 
Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  if  there  is  any  coarse  fishing  near 
Pwllheli,  North  Wales. — Yours  truly, 

H.  Scott  Macphebson. 


A  12LB.  LOCH  RANNOCH  TROUT. 

Sir, — On  June  6  I  was  trout  fishing  on  Loch 
Rannoch,  N.B.,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  capturing, 
after  ninety  minutes'  sport,  a  well  fed  true  trout, 
weighing  121b.,  27in.  long,  and  17in.  in  girth. 

My  tackle  was  one  of  Messrs.  Allcock  &  Co.'s 
12ft.  Greenheart  "Test"  Rods,  one  of  the  same 
firm's  light  trout  lines,  24yd.  long  (the  latter  used 
for  two  years),  and  a  small  Blue  Devon  Minnow. — 
Yours  truly,  Laurence  E.  Walker. 


"GAME  FISHING  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND." 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  article  "Game  Fishing  in 
Newfoundland  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  28, 
p.  212,  in  the  last  sentence  of  twelfth  paragraph 
the  word  "not"  is  omitted.  The  paragraph  in 
question  reads  :  "  No  fee  is  charged  for  unrestricted 
fishing,  which  is  only  permissible,"  etc.  It  should 
read :  "  No  fee  is  charged  for  unrestricted  fishing, 
which  is  only  not  permissible,"  etc. — Yours  truly. 

E.  J.  Macgregob. 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland. 


"THE  OPENING  DAY." 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  with  very  great  interest  the 
article  contributed  by  "  Old  Hand  "  in  your  issue  of 
June  6,  but  think  that  his  reference  to  catching  fish 
during  spawning  time  is  somewhat  ill-advised.  I 
know  that  in  this  district  considerable  numbers  are 
taken  during  the  close  period,  and  this  unsportsman- 
like conduct  has  been  condemned  from  time  to  time 
by  angling  correspondents  in  the  local  press.  That 
it  is  diSicult  to  catch  them  is  quite  true.  I  only 
wish  it  was  impossible. 

I  should  have  been  glad  if  "  Old  Hand,"  after  com- 
plaining "  that  most  works  on  angling  tell  one  of 
the  caddis  or  cad  bait,  but  not  one  says  how  it 
should  be  put  on  the  hook,"  had  explained  how  this 
should  be  done.  Instead  of  which  he  goes  on  to 
explain  how  a  worm  should  be  cast,  etc.,  and  that 
if  you  will  refer  to  Walton's  book  you  will  learn  how 
it  is  done.  Now  as  all  anglers  do  not  possess  this 
work,  "  Old  Hand  "  might  have  been  good  enough  to 
have  told  us  himself, — Yours  truly, 

F.  E.  Cutler. 


A  ROACH  TAKEN  ON  A  SPINNING  BAIT. 

Deab  Sir, — The  other  day  I  was  fishing  with  a 
friend  in  the  river  Parret,  and  the  latter,  who  was 
spinning  an  artificial  minnow,  caught  a  fair-sized 
roach.    Is  this  not  most  unusual  ? — -Yours  truly, 

Hugh  Miller. 

[It  is  certainly  unusual  to  capture  a  roach  while 
spinning. — Ed.] 


COARSE  FISHING  AT  CARLISLE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  expecting  to  spend  a  week  or 
fortnight's  holiday  at  Carlisle  during  July,  and 
should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  could  inform 
me  what  would  be  the  cost  of  a  licence  for  coarse 
fishing  in  the  Eden,  and  where  it  can  be  obtained. 
Also,  if  a  trout  licence  could  be  obtained  for  the 
same  period.  I  would  take  out  the  latter  in  case  a 
trout  should  take  a  fancy  to  the  bait  whilst  coarse 
fishing ;  but  it  is  the  latter  sport  that  is  wished  for. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — Yours  truly, 

Garston.  Coarse  Fisher. 


FISHING  AT  CRICCIETH,  NORTH  WALES. 

Deab  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  as  to  the  fishing  possibilities  of 
Cricoieth,  North  Wales  (sewin  and  salmon),  and  also 
whether  the  rivers  in  the  locality,  including  the 
Glaslyn,  are  preserved  privately,  or  if  association 
tickets  may  be  obtained  ?  Any  particulars  con- 
cerning the  above  I  should  be  greatly  obliged  for, 
and  thanking  you  in  advance. — Yours  truly, 

G.  S. 


GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Sir, — I  am  writing  to  ask  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  will  be  so  kind  as  to  give  me  some  informa- 
tion as  to  where  to  go  in  order  to  get  some  decent 
sea-trout  fishing  next  month  (July).  I  want  to 
take  ten  days'  holiday,  which  would  give  me  (after 
allowing  three  days  for  the  journey  there  and  back) 
a  week's  clear  fishing.  I  should  be  prepared  to 
rough  it  if  necessary,  but  should  be  glad  of  cleanli- 
ness and  good  plain  food.  I  do  not  want  to  be  put 
to  great  expense,  though  of  course  it  is  not  possible 
to  obtain  good  fishing  for  nothing.  I  enclose  my 
card. — Yours  faithfully.  Inquirer. 

York. 

[Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Registered  at  the  G.P.O.  as  a  Newspaper. 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  27,  1903 


Annual  Subscription, 
10/6,  including  postage 
in  Great  Britain. 


TWOPENCE 

WEEKLY 


Most  suitable 
Day  and  Night 
wear  for 
Sportsmen  and 
Travellers. 


'Viyella'  5hirts 


Economical 
because 
Durable. 


From  leading  Drapers  and  Outfitters,  or  name  of  nearest  sent  on  application  to  'VIYELLA'  (F.Q.),  Friday  Street,  London,  E.C. 


COUGHS,  COLDS,  ASTHMA, 

Bronchitis  &  Neuralgia. 

And  all  Kindred  Ailments. 

Dr.  J.  COLLIS  BROWNE'S 

CHLORODYNE 

A  Few  Doses  Quite  Effectual. 

This  old  and  tried  remedy  has  stood  the 
test  of  two  generations. 

Refuse  to  be  put  off  with  a  substitute ;  the 
QpiglDal  can  be  had  of  All  Chemists  if  you  let 
it  be  seen  that  you  are  not  weak  enough  to 
accept  an  imitation.  COLLIS  BROWNE  is 
the  Name  ;  l/U,  2/9,  4/6,  the  prices. 

Sole  Jltanufactttrers — 

J.  T.  DAVENPORT,  LTD.,  LONDON. 


No    Breakfast  Table 
complete  without 

EPPS'S 

GRATEFUL- COMFORTING. 

COCOA 

The  most  Nutritious 
and  Economical. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
137,   ST.   JOHN   STRSEZT  ROAI>; 

Factory :  1,  2.  and  3,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE  ;       Timber  Stores :  11,  Merlin's  Place 
Telephone  :  1129  Central.  LONDON,  E.C.     Telegrams  :" Fishgiq,  London.' 

SPECIAL  LINE. 


FISHING  RODS,  &c. 

G.  WOOD  &  CO., 

117,  Pinstone  St.,Sheffield. 

THE  HERCULES  GUT  CASTS, 
The  Strongest  and  Best,  will  last 
three  times  longer  than  others. 

THE  MODEL 
PERFECT  GUT  HOOKS, 


ROACH   AND   BREAM  ROD. 

15  ft.  long,  fitted  with  snake  rings,  bronzed  fittings,  light  and  well  balanced, 
with  one  top,  '7/6  ;  two  tops,  9/6. 
THE    CHEAPEST    ROD    EVER  MADE. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Price  List  Post  Free. 


BUMSTED'Sii^SALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


CELEBRATED  SPLICED 

WHOLE  CANE 

TROUT  RODS. 

23s. 

"  One  of  the  sweetest  Fly  Rods  I  have 
ever  handled." — R.  B.  Maeston,  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  Feb.  10,  1900. 


J.  GILLETT, 

FISHING   ROD   AND  TACKLE 
MANUFACTURER, 

40,   FETTER  LANE, 

Z^ONDON,  E.C. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  LEEDS 


Telephone:  No.  2601. 


Telegrams:  "Pibcatoe,  Leeds." 


Sample  dozen,  assorted,  fine  gut,  or  eyed  hooks  ... 
The  above  also  supplied  on  hair   

NIGHT  F]L.IC:S. 

Bustards,  strong  gut,  or  eyed  hooks   

EYENINO  FUES. 

The  "  Beck  IVloths/'  eyed  hooks  


ARTIFICIAL    FLIES    on  Model 
Perfect  Hoolts. 


THE  AERIAL  REELS. 


TACKLE   SUITABLE   FOR  THE 
RIVERS  IN  THE  NORTH  OF 
ENGLAND. 

PATENT  Ai  SPINNER. 

Best  Articles  at  Moderate  Prices 
Catalogues  Gratis. 


...  2/. 
2/-  dozen, 


2/-  dozen. 
3/6  dozen, 


Special  Midge  Casts 
„       Evening  „ 
„        Night  „ 
«       Hair  „ 


 v- 

  1/- 

  9d. 

9d.  andl/- 


each. 


The  following  Testimonials  received  lately: 

"  Thanks  for  Box  and  Flies,  which  are  excellent."— A.  F.,  March  23. 
"  The  Casts  are  fixst-rate ;  I  have  kept  the  lot." — A.  B.  W.,  March  13. 
"  Flies  look  Al  killers,  thanks  for  promptness." — B.  W. 
"  The  '  White  Moths '  have  answered  very  well."— E.  B. 
"  You  have  carried  out  my  wishes  exactly." — E.  B. 
"  Flies  are  first-rate."— C.  H.  D. 

"  The  three  dozen  Flies  you  sent  me  are  excellent,  and  just  what  I  wanted — and 
tied  well"- 0.  E.  M. 

"  '  Zephyr '  Rod  suits  capitally ;  it  is  a  charming  little  Rod."— S. 
"  The  'Midges '  are  Al,  send  me  three  dozen  more." — H.  B.  R. 
"Your  '  Miller's  Thtimb  Devon '  is  a  first-class  bait ;  send  six  more.    I  caught 
thirteen  with  it  yesterday." — J.  H.  S.  J. 

"  Admirable  '  Midges  '  to  hand,  and  look  like  killers." — W.  S.  B. 

"  The  Casts  and  Points  to  hand — delighted ;  just  the  thing." — E.  A.  C. 


WRITE  FOR  CATALOGUE— SENT  FREE  BY  RETURN. 


LITTLE 
WARRIOR 

DRY  FLY  RODS. 

THIS~ROD 


IS  BY 


NO  MEANS 
A  TOY. 

"  A  really  powerful  Dry  Fly  Rod  which 
only  weighs  5J  to  5f  oz.,  length  9J  ft."— 
R.  B.  M.,  Fishing  Gazette,  Feb.  7,  1903. 

5end  your  address  and  we  will 
forward  one  on  approval. 

I>rice  -  -  #52  2s. 


6,  PARK  SIDE, 

HYDE  PARK  CORNER. 

Works— CLAPHAM  JUNCTION. 

Telephone-No.  4849  GERRARD. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES 


FOK 

NORWAY, 

SWEDEN, 

ICELAND, 

CANADA, 

IRELAND, 

SCOTLAND, 

ENGLAND. 

Reels  &  Lines,  &c. 


GUT  CAST'S 

Are  the  Strongest  and  Best.    They  will  last  at  least  three  times 
longer  than  any  other. 

BADEN-POWlE^lEiS  FLIES. 

Each  Fly  bears  Baden-Powell's  Autograph  as  a  warrant  of  its  being  properly  made. 

A  REDUCTION  IN  PRICES.    CLUBS  SUPPLIED. 

GUT  CASTS  from  6cl.  each.   TROUT  FLIES  from  Is.  per  doz 

SEA  TACKLE  A  SPECIALITY 

63,   UAYIVIARKIET,   IL.ON^I>0:Nr,  S.W. 


THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 


16-PIait  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines  ■ 
Wire  Centre  Casting  Lines ;  Special  Landing  Nets  that 
cannot  catch  the  Hook ;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snoodiug  • 
Deep  Sea  Lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass.  As  used  and 
recommended  by  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  Mr.  Senior  (of 
the  Field),  Authors  of  "  Rod  in  India,"  and  "  The  Sea 
Fisherman,"  Mr.  Marston,  Mr.  Pknnbll,  Mr  Frank 
BUCKLAND,  and  Officers  of  the  English  and  India  Armies 
and  all  noted  anglers.  ' 

Taper  Trout  Lines  from  pure  Italian  Silk. 
Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 
6  Yards,  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 
Composition  in  Cakes  to  Ke-dress  Lines. 
Samples  and  Catalogues,  Two  Stamps, 
Postal  Address— COMPSTALL,  near  MARPLE. 


THE   BISBINO    QAZBTTB,   JUNK   J>7,  W03 

TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPARATUS,  M°^,^3"SCA,  CR^|TAC«NS,  WATER  PLANTS. 

LARGEST  SELECIIOK  IN  THE  WORLD.     SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  information  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY   COMPANY,  LIMITED,  DUMFRIES. 

nARRY  SRSECKLET,  Manager. 
HOW  TO  OBT°N  M  •°f?/^S^n?.fS^^'^.K?^  P'-W'^hed  :  "AN  ANGLER'S  PARADISB,  AND 

OBTAIN  IT,    12/10  post  flee.    "  Handy  Guide  to  Fish  CnLTORB,"  1/2  post  free 
1,000  Eyed  Ova  and  well-made  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid.  11/6  ;  or  500  and  Tank,  7/6. 


IREUND. 


Trout,  and  Salmon. 


Gentlemen  going  on  Fishing  Touts  in  this 
country  should  write  to  us  for  information 
as  to  suitable  Tackle.  We  have  all  the 
Best  Killing  Plies  for  Brown  Trout,  Sea 
Jl-very  reqmsite  for  angling.  Illustrated  Price  List  (100 
pages)  post  free  on  application. 

JOSEPH  BRADDELL  &  SON, 

Established  1811.  21,  Castle  glace, 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 


London  : 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


DOli'T  LET  J«VOTrtS 

AijinI  VbUR  FUaS 


KEATING'S  POWDER 
PRESERVES  THEM. 


KIIZS  BIACKBEETLES  &£L£dS 
Tins  3d,  6d;  &  ^/m  j 


I 


WYRESDALE  FISHERY 

(PETER  ORMROD,  PISCICULTURIST). 
TROUT  !  ^OUT  !    TROUT  • 

Pa*ices  JRedLucedL 

FOR  BROWN  TROUT,  RAINBOW  TRODT,  and  LOCH  LEYSH  TRODT. 
Illustrated  Price  Lists  Free  by  Post.    Advice  Given  on  Stocking  Waters. 

Apply  early  and  Beoure  the  best  fish  obtainable  In  tha  Kingdom. 

ANDRE  W~^ENR  T,    Sechetab  r, 

WYRESDALE  FISHERY  COMPANY,  Limited, 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 

SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 
Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


Patent  Brass  Oil  Bottle 


FOR   DRY  FLY  FISHER3IEN. 


This  is  a  most  important  Improvement 
to  the  Dry  Fly  Fisherman's  Outfit. 

Price  1/6  each. 

Postage  Id.  each. 

Cost  of  Eefilling  ^Bottle  3d.,  which  includes  |'| 
•"Postage. 


THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  THE  BOTTLE  ARE: 

1.  It  is  unbreakable. 

2.  Does  not  leak. 

3.  Can    with    safety  be   carried  in  the 

waistcoat  pocket. 

4.  Can  be  hung  to  a  button  or  button- 

hole in  an  upright  position. 

5.  The  oil  does  not  evaporate  as  in  the 

glass  bottle. 

6.  Holds  more  oil. 


PRESS   NOTICES,  Sec, 


Mr.  C^S^^'^q^^;i^,^):rrw;X.!;]l        "'"^"■"^       -"Semous  Oil  Bottle  invented  by 

"A  decided  improvement.  —VAc  /'ic/,; 
yortlv^v/mlwy /'o^^^^         °*  ^'^  ^^Iwmiit  will  prove  a  veritable  boon."-- 

2 1  shall  always  use  it."— The  "  Amateur  Angler  " 

'  \  S'J,"''«'»'".^end  Mr.  Cummins'  Brass  Oil  Bottle.''-E.  B.  M.iRSTON,  Esq. 
- T  fn  M,?lT;,?p'f  O'lBot  le  excellent,  and  will  never  use  a  glass  one  again."-E.  I.  SI. 

I  found  your  Patent  Oil  Buttle  must  satisfactory."— Capt.  \V  S 
"\ourPatentOilBottleisverygood."— W  J  o  ^ 


11  Your  Patent  Oil  Bottle  is  most  liaudy."— E.  B.  K. 

"  It  is  tlie  only  Bottle  I  have  used  which  does  not  allow  the  oil  to  evaporate  "— H  C  H 
"  Tf  "''1m  effective  addition  to  the  Dry  Fly  Fisher's  Gear."— Sir  H.  E.  JI.,  Bart  '  ' 

It  IS  likely  to  ans,\ver  its  purpose  admirably."— John  Bickerptke,  Es(i 
.1 V  ''■.g^'e-'t  numbei-  of  a.lvantages."— H.  Chol.mondeley-Pennell,  Esq. 

Tf  •  ?,    ,    I'lyention  very  neat,  very  simple,  and  very  ingenious."— Hamish  H.  STUART  Esq 
^Ij^"^'^*  ^         >et  used,  and  tlie  only  one  which  has  not  leaked."— H.  A.  H 
"The  Oil  liottle  is  very  nice.  "— E.  B.  K. 
"  Your  Oil  Bottle  gives  the  greatest  satisfaction."— G.  ■\V.  G. 

The  Patent  Oil  Bottle  pleases  me  very  much."— 'W.  H.  AY.  G. 


W.  J. 


A  necessity  for  the  Dry  Fly  Fisherman,  and  can  only  be  obtained  from 

CUMMINS,  ^"^^^-^ 


Rod  lAToi^ks, 


BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 
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We  hold— and  i  have  held  since  1893— the  open  and  undisputed  World  Championship  for  Rod 
Construction.   See  our  World  Challenge  for  J3100  a  side  in  our  Catalogue. 

Steel  Ribbed  Rods 

have  beaten  Steel  Centres  and  Rods  of  all  other  descriptions  by  Engineers'  Tests. ; 

See  results  of  Test  in  Fosters'  List. 
A  Steel  Ribbed  Rod  will  cast  further  than  a  similar  Rod  not  Ribbed,  because  Steel  Ribbing 
makes  a  Rod  stiff er  and  stronger  than  ever  it  was  before. 

They  are  used  and  recommended  by  the  highest  living  authorities. 


RUBBER 
BUTTON 


CORK  ©RIP 


The  ^'Dove  Dale"  Steel  Ribbed  Rod. 

This  is  the  Rod  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  uses.  It  is  of  whole  cane  with  two  greenheart  tops ;  it 
has  all  modern  improvements  of  value,  including  cork  handle,  lock  joints,  steel  ribbing,  etc.,  etc. 
It  is  undoubtedly  the  best  value  yet  offered  for  21/-.  It  can  be  had  in  either  2  or  3  parts  at 
price  named.  Weight  averages  |  oz.  to  the  foot.  The  Rod  can  be  had  made  specially  for  Roach 
(^either  Trent  or  Thames  style)  or  for  Pike  with  one  top  at  same  price,  viz.,  21/-. 

A  special  light-weight  make  is  manufactured  by  us,  scaling  3^  oz.  to  the  8  ft.  length.    Price  31/6. 

Fosters'     Dove    Cane  built  Rod 

Is  absolutely  the  best  Rod  made.    Price,  in  either  2  or  3  parts,  £5  5s. 

Fosters'     Climax,"  at  £3  3s.,  and  Fosters'    Perfect,"  two  part. 
Cane  built,  and  Steel  Ribbed  at  39s.  6d.  (Dry  Fly  Rods) 

Are  the  best  value  yet  offered  at  the  prices  quoted.    For  full  specifications,  see  Fosters'  List  (free). 

Customers'  own  Rods  (old  or  new)  can  be  Steel  Ribbed,  and  thus  stiffened  and  strengthened  at 
a  cost  of  5/9  for  Rods  under  12  ft.,  with  one  top ;  Rods  over  12  ft,  3/6  extra ;  and  each  additional 
top,  1/9  extra.    Fosters'  First- Prize-Medal  Flies  are  put  up  in  Gift  Boxes. 


"TV*  "TV* 


GIVEN 

AWAY  I 


GIVEN 

AWAY  I 


Orders  for  one  dozen  of  our  best  Dry  or  other  Flies  as  used  on  the  Derbyshire  and  Hampshire 
streams  are  sent  out  in  a  metal  box— lined  with  enamel  and  fitted  with  cork  strips— of  the  exact 
size  of  the  above  Illustration.  Orders  for  five  shillings'  worth  of  best  quality  Flies  are  put  in  a  similar 
box,  but  more  than  double  the  size  of  the  above.  Orders  for  10  dozen  Flies  are  sent  with  an 
aluminium  box,  or  one  of  our  "  Perfect "  Fly  Boxes.  See  Illustrations  in  our  New  General  Catalogue— 
270  Pages,  with  Suudreds  of  Illustrations.     Sent  imst  free  to  Anglers  Everywhere. 


FOSTER  BROS., 


MIDLAND 
WORKS, 


ASHBOURNE,  DERBYSHIRE. 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers, 

40,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD 

(Close  to  HOLBOBN),  LONDON,  W.C. 


BEST  GREENHEART  LOCH  AND  SEA  TROUT  RODS.  2  Tops,  Double 
Brazed,  Hmversal  W'mch  Fittings,  Snake  Kings,  Bronzed  Sittings,  Rubber  Button 
and  Division  Bag.    14  feet   ...  ui/i.vu, 

DITTO,  DITTO,  witb  Double  Cork  Grasp.   14  feet  

BEST  QREENHEART  or  WHOLE  CANE  TROLLING  RODS.  2  Tops,  Double 
Brazed.  I  nivuisal  WiuL-li  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  Revolving  Loops  and  Butt  Rin"- 
Cork  Grasp,  Rubber  Button,  and  Division  Bag  

WHITE  CANE  ROACH  POLES.  W  feet,  2  Tops,  pack  Into  two.  Lower  joints  lined 
Brass  inside  Ferrules,  Closely  ^\■Ilipped  Bronzed  Ferrules,  Light  and  Stiff  with 
Division  Bag    ' 

WHOLE    CANE    PUNT   AND    LEGER    RODS.    2  "Top.s  Doubie  Brazed,' Bronze 

ferrules  and  A\  inch  Fittin.gs,  Snake  Rings,  and  Division  Bag 
SEA    ROD5    GREENHEART  or  WHOLE  CANE.     2  Tops,  Large  Snake  Kings'," 
Double  Brazed,  2  Pulley  Loops,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  Button,  and  Ba"'  . 

DITTO,  DITTO.  GREENHEART    8/6?  6/6.  4/6. 

SEA  REELS.    5  Inch,  Gun-metal  Spindle   ... 

DITTO     CHECK.   Large  Horn  Handles  on  Plates   

CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


25/. 
30/- 

22/. 

20/. 

10/( 

10/I 
3/6 

3/1 
6/1 


ANCLO-NORWECIAN  FISHERMEN'S  ASSOGIATIOM 

PRESIDENT  :    Col.  W.  BROMLEY  -  DAVENPORT,  D.S.O.,  M.P. 

ever^hiiiti'fl'eetiilthL^httetertfan^^^  co-operation  between  its  members  in 

Norway  and  Sweden^""""*"  °'  &VOvims  Eights  of  its  members  in 

As  the  members  hold  Fishing  Rights  upon  the  principal  Norwegian  Rivers  the  Association  is  in 

''^"rorTurtVefdet^^T^^^ 

For  further  details,  and  for  Lists  of  Fishmgs,  etc.,  to  be  let  by  members,  apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec 

  Mr.  A.  VENABLE5  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset, 


THE  HEBRIDEAN  SPORTING  ASSOCIATION,  LIMITED. 

Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishings  &  Sliootings  in  Soutli  Harris,  Outer  Hebrides 

MODEL   HOUSE,    FINSBAT  LODGE. 

This  Association  has  leased  the  Fishings  of  a  large  portion  of  South  Harris. 
The  Lochs  include  the  famous  Obbe  of  Harris  and  numerous  other  excellent  Salmon 
and  Sea  Trout  Lochs,  which  are  now  for  the  first  time  thrown  open. 

SHOOTING  ovei?  nesLi^ly  40,000  AGRSS. 

Particulars,  terms.  &c.,  from  LUMLEYS,  Limited,  22,  St.  James's  Street,  London,  S  W 
from  the  Secretary,  GEORGE  D.  STIRLING,  C.A.,  154.  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow. 


THE     SOWLE  Y  FISHERY, 

LYMINGTON,  HAMPSHIRE. 
SuppUes  aU  breeds  of  TROUT  in  the  fry,  yearling,  and 
two-year-old  stage. 
For  Prise  List  and  full  particulars  apply  to 

CHARLES  BRAUN,  Esq.,  The  Sowley  Fishery,  Lymington,  Hampshire. 


THE   CHESS   RIVER  TROUT  FARM. 

BROWN  TROUT^IrAINBOW  TROUT. 

BOOK  NOW  FOB  AUTUMN  DELIVERY. 
For  FrioBB  and  advice,  apply  to  A.  R.  PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS. 


HENRY  H.  CHORLTON,  308,  DERBY  STREET,  BOLTOM,  LANGS. 


Maker  and  repairer  of  every  description  of  netting. 

Drag  Nets.         Casting  Nets 
Trammel  Nets.    Purse  Nets. 
Flue  Nets.  Drum  Nets. 


Keep  Nets.       Rabbit  Nets. 
Eel  Nets,         Rabbit  Gate  Nets. 
Sparrow  Nets.  Rabbit  Purse  Nets. 


The  making  and  repairing  of  hatchery  and  fishery  nets  a  speciality.  Any  kind  of  fishery  net  on  hire 
Dealer  in  Coarse  Fish.   List  on  application, 


TWEEDS,  HARRIS  CLOTHS,  HOMESPUNS. 

SPECIALLY  MADE  FOR 

FISHING,  SHOOTING,  CYCLING,  &c. 

Endless  in  wear,  and  moderate  in  price.  Patterns  on  application.  Any  length  cut 
or  quotations  given  for  Suits,  Overcoats,  &c.,  made  to  measure  in  first-class  style. 

HOW  TO  I>REYENT  COLDS. 

By  wearing  all-wool  unshrinkable  underclothing.     Every  garment  guaranteed 
unshrmkable,  besides  bemg  warm,  comfortable,  and  elastic.    Write  for  Catalogue 
and  Samples  of  Material  to 

CURRIE,  M'DOUGALL  &  SCOTT, 


"SHANNON" 

GUT  CASTS 

"  Carlow,  15  March,  1902. 
"Your    'Shannon'    Gut  Casts  are 
perfect ;  I  have  been  using  them  for 
the  past 

20  years 

and  I  don't  remember  having  a  smash 
while  playing  a  flsh  in  all  that  time. 

  "T.H.O'D." 

"  S];iia<xmon  "  Cui;  Caists 

To  be  obtained  only  from 

JOHN  ENRIGHT&  SON, 

Castleconnell,  Ireland. 


REUBEN  H EATON, 

SALMON,  TROUT,  &  NOTTINGHAM  REEL  MAKER. 

ESTABLISHED  1S67. 

NEW  STREET,   ASTON,  BIRMINGHAM. 

2s.  6d.  sent  for  each  of  my  Illustrated  Lists  (not  in  use)  returned  :  either  first 
edition,  Nos.  1  B  to  118  B,  or  second  edition,  Nos.  1  to  175— this  list  cost  £300. 
See  you  get  the  right  goods.  Private  patterns  made  for  customers.  No  retail! 
Also  hand-made  "  Gem  "  Balances,  2  to  60  lbs. 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(Late  ADLINGTON  &  HUTCHINSON.  EstabUshed  1745) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  genuine 
KENDAL  FISH  HOOKSi 


SPECIAL  OFFER  of  selected  trimmed  and  stained 
ux  juv^AAAu         J.  un  undrawn 


FISHING  GUT 

at  Reduced  Prices  for  the  remainder  of  Season  1903 


The  lines  below  represent  (appro.\im,itely)  the  various  thicknesses  of  Natural  Gut. 

NATURAL  (undrawn)  GUT. 


REFINA"  ... 
FINA" 

REGULAR"  ... 
2nd  PADRON  " 
'1st  PADRON" 
MARANA"  ... 
D.T.  MARANA' 
IMPERIAL"  ... 
HEBRA" 


"Refina" 
"Fina" 
"P^egular" 
" 2nd  Padron  " 
"  1st  Padron  " 
"  Marana  ' 
"D.T.  Marana" 
"Imperial" 
"Hebra" 


ORDER 


10 

12 

U 

16 

2/- 

3/- 

4/- 

_    1/6  . 

2/- 

2/6 

1/6 

2/- 

2/6 

1/6 

2/- 

2/6 

1/9 

2/3 

2/9 

2/6 

3/6 

4/6 

4/- 

6/- 

10/- 

15/- 

40/- 

50/- 

18  inches. 
5/-  per  100. 
3/6  „ 


NOW — only  a  limited  quantity  of 
some  lengths  left. 

Full  Price  List  of  Gut  and  Gut  Casts  free  on  application  to 

R.  RAMSBOTTOM,  81,  Market  Street,  Mancliester. 


Telegrams  :  "Piscator,  Manchester." 


"■J 

Nat.  Telephone  :  No.  1539. 
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BURBERRYS, 


INVENTORS,  GABARDINE 
mESsV  COMBINATIONS. 


"Those  who  study  health  and 
comfort  should  certainly  try  these 
garments,  in  which  all  weathers 
are  equalised,  the  body  never 
over-heated,  and  chills  avoided." 
— Fishing  Gazette. 


AIRYLIGHT  OUTFIT  (Complete  in  Three  Garments)  LIGHTEST  IN  THE  WORLD 


'  Rain  stands  on  in  beads 
like  quicksilver." — Lancet. 


PROOF  «,«s^*^nrFisrHrok's°''^  SELF-VENTILATING. 

PROOF  without  HEAT 
WEIGHTLESS. 


"A perfectly  charm 
ing  protective  garment 
for  the  Sportsman  with 
rod  or  gun.  .  .  .  Water 
proof  for  hours  in  con- 
tinuous downpours  of 
1  ain.  This  I  have  expe- 
rienced myself,  and  yet 
it  is  as  comfortable  to 
wear  as  an  ordinary 
cloth  coat."  —  Fishing 
(Gazette. 


"  Enables  the 
Angler  to  carry  on 
his  sport  in  all 
weathers,  with 
every  convenience 
i  n  capacious 
pockets. . .  Though 
built  for  fine  wea- 
ther, one  need  fear 
DO  changes." — 
Fishing  Gazette. 


SI.IP.ON. 

BURBERRV  YARN  PROOF  from  62/6, 


PROOF 


SLIF.ON. 
BURBERRY  YARN 

from  62/6. 

Its  weather-proof  properties  are  incontestable;  it  withstands  continuous  drenching  rains 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

"  The  best  fishing  hat  I  ever 
used.  You  can  have  it  as  light 
as  you  like,  and  yet  it  will  keep 
out  any  amount  of  rain,  and  the 
peak  protects  the  eyes,  ears,  and 
back  of  neck." — Fishing  Gazette. 

Single  brim  7/6 

Double  brim,  to  hold  casts 

and  flies   g/- 


BURBERRY  TWO-GARMENT  SUIT. 

Pivot  Sleeve  (Patent), 

IT  IS  IMPOSSIBLE  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  SLIP-ON. 

without  adding  heat ;  is  weightless,  and  packs  very  small  for  carrying. 

A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS  is  the  BURBERRY  TWO-GARMENT  Suit,  Pivot  Sleeve  (Patent),  which  gives  the  most  abundant  and  satisfying 
freedom  of  arm  m  whatever  position,  and  a  feeling  of  liberty  hitherto  unapproached. 

Patterns,  Prices,  and  Measurement  Forms  Post  Free  direct  or  from  Agents.        See  "Field"  List. 

3X,  H-A-YMI-A-ItldST,  X^OWDOZy,  or 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN   GOLD  AND    OTHEB   3IEDALS  AWABDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  liave  no  Iiesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  1  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even' the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B. 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 

[2] 
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Dose:  One  at  Night. 

You  Must  take  Something 

Sometimes. 


Take 


CARTER'S. 


50  Years'  Reputation 


Absolutely  CUYQ 
BILIOUSNESS. 
SICK  HEADACHE. 
TORP.D  LIVER. 
FURRED TONGUE 
INDIGESTION. 
CONSTIPATION. 
DIZZINESS. 
SALLOW  SKIN 


ARTERS 

ITTLE 
IVER 


They  TOUCH  the 

Genuine  Wrapper  Printed  on 
WHITE  PAPER.  BLUE  LETTERS. 

Look  for  the  Signature 


Small  Pill. 
Small  Dose, 
Small  Price. 


Anglers  requiring    HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  should 
ask  dealers  for  goods  manufactured  by 

J.WARNER&SONS 


The  "FIELD"  says  :  "Messrs.  Warner  &  Sons,  of  Redditch, . .  .  well  upheld 
the  honour  and  reputation  of  English  rod  makers.  .  .  .  Can  hold  thei 
own  against  all  the  world." 

SOLE   MANVFACTURERS  OF 


THE  "GEDNEY"  and  "WORCESTERSHIRE"  FLY  RODS. 

The  illustration  represents  our  New=Pattern  "Worcestershire"  Fly  Rods,  which  are 
the  lightest  and  handiest  Fishing  Rods  ever  built  in  this  country.  John  Bickerdyke,  angling 
editor  of  the  Field,  says,  in  an  article  in  that  paper:— "The  result  of  the  trial  was  to  firmly 
convince  me  that  in  many  cases  we  use  Fly  Rods  quite  double  the  weight  they  need  be.  ...  At 
first  I  hesitated  to  put  a  heavy  strain  on  this  delicate  rod,  hut  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  I 
found  that  I  could  play  the  fish  very  nearly  as  hard  as  with  the  old  Fly  Rod  I  have  had  in 
use  for  the  past  fifteen  years  or  more— one,  by  the  way,  built  by  the  same  firm.  .  . 
This  little  sprig  of  split  cane,  which  I  could  hardly  feel  in  my  hand,  behaved  splendidly,  and  I  am 
quite  certain  that  if  any  time  was  now  and  again  lost  in  playing  a  fish,  it  was  fully  made  up  by 
the  number  of  lightly-hooked  Sea  Trout,  which  would  have  broken  away  had  I  been  using  a 
heavier  and  stiffer  rod." 

These  Rods  are  built  of  the  very  best  -material  it  is  possible  to  procure,  and  finished  in  a 
manner  which  gives  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  the  most  fastidious.  They  have  solid  cork  handles, 
universal  reel  fittings,  snake-shape  line  guides,  hardened  steel  end  rings,  split  end  ferrules,  and 
ground  in  suction  joints,  and  bag. 

Built  Cane  f  J^f'^Sth-Si     9  lOieet       I  Greenheart  /  ■■■         9     9i-     10  feet 

I  Weight. ..4i     U    i%      5  ounces  M  Weight ...  4i     H   5      .5^  ounces 

We  guarantee  these  Rods  to  be  equal  to  any  in  the  World. 

Two  well-known  anglers  write  this  month  :— 

,,T  X  .  ,  i,.  „  •  .  Oxford,  June  13,  1903. 

I  tried  the  9  ft.  6  in.  Worcestershire '  Split  Cane  Rod  against  a  powerful  Greenheart  10  ft 
3  in.  of  nearly  double  the  weight ;  it  lifts  an  equally  heavy  line  and  casts  the  line  just  as  far 
and  just  as  straight— ifiAic/i  is  more  than  I  can  say  for  the  other  cane  builts  which  I  have  tried 
against  the  greenheart.    I  shall  leave  off  abusing  split  cane  rods  so  long  as  they  are  of  your  make." 

,  ...  ,     ,.,  ,  Bromley,  June  12,  1903. 

Your  httle  rod  did  some  splendid  work  last  week  in  the  teeth  of  a  beastly  down  stream 
wind,  and  killed  as  gallant  a  three  pounder  as  ever  came  out  of  the  Itchen. 

.   "  Yours  faithfully,  C.  W.  Gednby." 


SPECIALITIES  in  Reels,  Nets,  Lines,  Creels  and  Bags,  Hooks,  Tackle,  Casts,  Flies, 

Baits,  Spinners,  Cases  and  Boxes,  &c. ,  &e.,  &c. 
N.R.—Wc  ffunrnntee  all  articles  bearing  our  name  or  trade  inarJc  to  be  of  the 
very  be.it  qtiaUty  prrn  iirable. 

WARNER  S  TACKLE  CAN  BE  OBTAINED  FROM  ANY  DEALER  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD. 

A  fully  illustrated  and  Descriptive  Price  List  of  all  kinds  of  High-class  Angling 
Requisites  will  be  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  application. 

ME"WEL11,     WORKS,  REDDITCH. 


So  many 
Orders 

reached 

us  last 
week 

that  few 
are 

now  left. 


Each  copy 
is 

numbered 

and 
signed  by 

MR. 

R.  B.MAR8T0N 


The  ONE  HUNDREDTH 

EDITION  OF  THE 

Complcat  Jlnaler^ 


BY 


ISAAC  WALTON  and  CHARLES  COTTON. 


THE  SPECIAL  "  LEA  AND  DOVEDALE "  EDITION" 
is  limited  to  500  copies,  each  numbered  and  signed  by 
the  Editor,  Mr.  R.  B.  MARSTON,  Editor  of  the  F.shiiuj 
Gazette.    It  is  the  Edition  de  Luxe  of  this  well-known  work, 
and  is  certain  to  become  very  valuable.    No  more  copies 
can  be  printed,  as  the  original  plates  have  been  destroyed 
and  the  type  melted.      Printed  on  fine  paper  with  wide 
margins,   it    contains    fifty-four    Photogravures    and  one 
hundred  Woodcuts,  illustrating  scenes  and  places  well  known 
to  every  angler  who  has  fished  in  the  Rivers  Lea  and  Dove. 
Maps  of  these  and  other  well-known  angling  rivers  are  given, 
as  well  as  Portraits  of  Isaac  Walton  and  Cotton.  The 
title  pages  are  printed  in  two  colours.     This  sumptuous 
work    is  published  in  two  volumes,  handsomely  bound. 
We  ha\  e  made  arrangements  with  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.,  the  publishers,  to  offer  it  to  readers  of 
this  paper  on  very  special  terms.     The  .size  of  the  volume 
is  demy  4to.  (lU  X  8|-  ins.).    As  the  edition  is  limited, 
the  following  ofier  must  he  withdrawn  when  the  few 
remaining  of  500  copies  are  sold. 


Only 
500 
people 
can  possibly 
possess  the 
Work. 


OUR  OFFER 

Send  us  a  P.O.  for   9/-,  and   we  will 
forward  you   the   volumes,  carriage 
ree.    Then  pay  the  remainder  in 
monthly  (twelve)  payments  of 
8/-   (you    can   pay  more 
per  month  if  you  choose). 


Only 
500 
people 
can  possibly 
possess  the 
Work. 


THE  GRESHAM   PUBLISHING  CO. 

34,  Southampton  Street,  Strand,  W.C. 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assumini^  and  trading^  in  the  name 
of  Ogrden.  AYOII>  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER  and  MANUFACTURER  of  eYery  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,   GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  fare  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN, 

JAS.   OGDEN'S   "  JVIUI^TUM-IN-PARVO "   FIL-Y   ROD,  21/-. 

J  AS.    OGriSN'S   NSW  "INYICTJL"  (registered),   6/-   i>er  aoz. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


Now  Ready.     Canvas  Back.     Is.  6d.  net. 

WALTON  anTsOME  EARLIER 


ANQLINQ  WRITERS. 

By  R.   B.  MARSTON  (Editor  "Fishing:  Gazette") 

IN 

THE  BOOK  LOVER'S  LIBRARY. 

Edited  by  HENRV  B.  WHEATLEY,  F.S.A. 

its  pa  "es  ^  ""^"^  well-known  and  eminent  writers  have  cqntributed  to 


London  :  SAMPSON  ^^0]^;  MARSTON  Ud  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 
  A""  Ji-LLIOT  STOCK,  62,  Paternoster  Row,  E.C. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recoimended  to 
ANGLERS 


B7  THB 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLBSALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


LEE  MUSSEL  BAIT 

(For  SPINNING  op  TROLLING). 
Made  In  Shell  or  German  Silver,  spin 
perfectly,  and  resemble  fish  whose  bright 
colouring  render  them  very  deadly  to 
Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  and  sea  fish 


Supplied  by  all  Tackle  Dealers,  and  wholesale  by 
SAM.  Alloook  &  Co.  and  T.  H.  Lee.  4,  Blm  Grove, 
PoRkham.  .S.B.    Larse  «Im  1/6  i  amall,  1/3, 


HENRY  WHITTY, 

15,  Basnett  Street,  Liverpool. 

CANE  SALMON  FLY  RODS,  2  tops,  very  best  finish,  from  25s.  to  403.  each. 

Cork  on  Butt  and  Latest  Improvements. 
QREENHEART  SALMON   RODS,  2  tops,  from  25s.  to  45s.  each. 
UREENHEART  TROUT  RODS,  from  83.  66..  each. 
LEONARD'S  CELEBRATED  SPLIT  CANE  ROUS  {now  in  stock]. 
SPLIT  CANE  RODS,  to  order,  from  50s.  to  703.  each. 
HERCULES"  GUT  CAST5.  SALMON  FLIES. 


SOW  TO  CATCn  LIVE  MIJS^NOWS. 

Try  THE    GlLiASS    TR  AF»,  always  successful,  price  3s.  6cl.  ■ 

Large  size,  4s.  6cl.     Postage,  Qd.  extra.  ' 

SEA  ^ODS  AND  TACKLE. 


Telephone:  No.  5611. 


teleokams:  fishing,  Liverpool. 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

INVENTORS  OF  THE   .   .  . 

"  rrauned  Angola. " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"  Tanned  Angola. " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

Tlie  "  Fea.tiliei* weiglit " 

WADING  ST0CKINGS,18/6&  21/- 

See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 

3,  GREEN  STREET^ 

LEICESTER  SQUARE.  W.C. 

CATALOQUES  GRATIS. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   IPISHINO   QUARTERS,  «Sco. 


''  Owi  o/  sight  and  sound  of  Bailways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frenskm  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Situate  on  shore  of  well-stocked  Private 

Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference. 
COARSE   FISHING  OPENED  JUNE  16th 


Nightingales  and  other  birds  now  in 
full  song. 

Another  reach  of  Good  Trout  Stream 
just  acquired,  making,  with  previous 
water,  about  three  miles  in  all.  Fly  only- 
Subscription  or  day ;  reduction  to  Resi- 
dents in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  Guineas 
per  Week.  Best  of  everything.  Good 
and  extensive  range  Stabling  and  Coach- 
houses.   All  trains  met  by  appointment 


TARIFF   Olf  APPLICATION. 


Telegrams  :  Geifpiths,  Fkbnsham  Pond.Chukt. 
G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Mendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fi-esh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish  : 
Pike,  18  inch.         I      Bream,  10  inch. 
Chub,  7  inch.         \      Dace,  6  inch. 
Rudd,  6  inch.         [      Perch,  8  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch.        |      Gudgeon,  i  inch. 
Fisheries  Now  Open. 
Season  Ticket,  £1  Is. ,  now  ready. 


IZAAK  WALTON  HOTEL, 

DOVEDALE,  ASHBOURNE, 

The  old-established  fishing  quarters  for 
Anglers  on  the  Dove  and  Manifold ; 
upwards  of  7  miles  of  water.  The  Hotel 
has  been  recently  refurnished  throughout. 
Write  for  illustrated  tariS  to 

WM.  EVANS. 


SWAN  HOTEL 

THORNTHWAITE,  KESWICK. 

Now  Under  New  Management. 

The  above  Hotel  is  situated  close  to  Bassen- 
thwaite  Lake,  which  affords  excellent  Fishing 
for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  Perch,  etc.,  at  a  nominal 
cost.  The  Hotel  commands  the  finest  views  in 
the  lake  district.  Terms,  6/6  per  day,  £2  2s. 
per  week.  Boats  and  permits  at  Hotel. 

George  Robektson,  Proprietor. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  6d.  per 
day,  Winter  ;  83.  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22  i  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


HOTEL  SEYMOUR, 

TOTNES,  S.  DEVON. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Dart,  under  entirely 
New  Management.  Excellent  Trout 
and  Salmon  Pishing.  Boating,  Bowls, 
and  Golf.    Moderate  tariS. 

R.  PoBTMAN  Maeshall,  Proprietor. 


The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  grants  5  miles  of  Private 
TROUT  FISHING  (Rivers  Exe  and  Barle)  FREE 
to  Anglers  staying  at  tlie 

CARNARVON  ARMS  FAMILY  HOTEL 

(Dulvepton  Station). 
Bracing  air,  quite  in  the  country.    Golf  Links. 

Billiards.    Hacks  and  Harness  Horses. 
Also  "REST  AND  BE  THANKFUL"  HOTEL, 
Wheddon  Cross,  1,000  feet  above  Sea. 

C.  W.  NBLDBR,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 


The  Fishing-  Season  has  begrun,  and  grood  baskets  are 
being  made. 

COMFORTABLE  AND  MODERN  HOTEL.    BEAUTIFUL  AND  EXTENSIVE  GROUNDS. 
PURE  AIR  AND  WATER.      i,ooo  FEET  ABOVE  SEA  LEVEL. 

BOAT  ANDAMAN  5/-  A  DAY. 

Station:  Llanfyllin. 


EN  PENSION  TERMS  10/6  A  DAY. 


Post  and  Telegraph :  "  Hotel,  Llanwddyn." 

Only  six  hours'  train  from  London, 


M  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING, 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


S.  WJLlLiSS, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    Best  in  Wales.    86  Salmon  were  caught 
in  this  water  and  district  last  season.    AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.    On  G.  W.  Railway,  7^  hours  from  London. 

Terms,  Hotel  and  Fishing,  IDs.  a  day,        A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

"""^  °°  ^^'^  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart 
of  Rob  Roy  s  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  in  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  Fishing  is  Free  on  Loch  Katrine,  Loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  Lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel  ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are 
kept.  The  Hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs 
and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  ste 


these  routes  during  the  season. 


 steamers  by 

Post  and  Telegraph  office  in  the  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


NEW    FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietor  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  Access. 

HENRY  GRUNEWALD,  Peopeietoe. 


THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON. 

Over  twenty  miles  of  preserved  water 
on  Exe  and  Barle  Free  to  Visitors. 
Special  terms  to  anglers.  Tarifi  and  full 
particulars  of 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITB  HABT  UOl  EL 

RINQWOOD 

Old  eaiabllshed  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel, 
fhree  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  (;oarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  Issued  no  visitors 
In  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ,  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.U., 
&c.— Address,  Pbopriktor. 


TROUT  FLY  FISHING 

ON  THE 

The  Proprietor  of  the  LION  HOTEL, 
Farningham,  has  now  one  mile  of  water 
at  Eynsford. 

DAY  TICKETS,  5s. 

SEASON  TICKET,  «3  3s. 


Railway  Stations : 
EYNSFORD  ...     20  Miles  from  London. 

FARNINGHAM  RD.       do.  do. 


CARRIAGES  TO  ORDER. 


NEW  BATH  HOTEL 

Matlock,  Bath. 
ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  RIVER  DERWENT. 

EXCELLENT  FISHING.  Golf.  Natural  Tepid 
Swimming  Bath  in  the  Hotel.  Beautiful  Grounds. 
Best  situation.   Garage  for  Motors. 

Apply,  Manager. 


THE  GRAND  HOTEL, 

LAKE  WINDERMERE. 

A.  D.  McLEOD  (late  of  the  Belsfield 
Hotel),  Proprietor. 


Special  Terms  for  Anglers  during  June. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A,  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


SWAN  MOTEL, 

TENBURY,  WORCESTERSHIRE, 
Proprietor     ■     MY.  SARDEMAN. 

Good  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing — 10/- 
per  week,  2/6  per  day,  one  mile  Free — to 
visitors  staying  in  Hotel  only.  Distance 
three  miles.  Association  Ticket,  £2. 
Flies  supplied  by  J.  S.  Page,  Water 
BailiS,  Tenbury. 


SWAN  HOTEL,  HALBERTON, 

Nr.  TIVERTON,  DEVON. 

Splendid    Coarse    Fishing    in  the 
G.W.R.  Canal.    Pike  of  25  lbs.  are 
caught. 

Good  AccomiLodation.   Moderate  Charges. 

H.  Weeks,  Proprietor. 

CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

PGR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing  Of/ice,  St,  Dunstan's  House,  E.C. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL 

(RECENTLY  REBCILT  AND  ENLARGED), 

CARSPHAIRN. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 
Splendid  River  and  Loch  Fishing.  Tennis 
Green.  Every  modern  convenience. 
Posting.  Telegrams. 

Mes.  MITCHELL,  Proprietress. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING.— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Pishing  on 
River  Inver,  June  and  July,  at  10s.  per 
rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — 
Rail  to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will 
be  in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  GORDON  ARMS  HOTEL 

Early  Trout  Fishing  on  the  celebrated 
Deveron,  with  chance  of  Salmon.  Also 
Angling  on  the  Rivers  Bogie  and  Isla  for 
Trout.  All  particulars  from  A.  B.  Geant, 
Proprietor. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLER'S  PAEADI.SE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox.  Fishing  on  Lochs  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  Gillies.    Posting,  &c. 

DUNCAN  MACKAY. 
Total  season,  1895,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  fish,  weighing  1,125  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  fish. 


ALTNAGEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing 
in  Scotland.  Last  season  yielded  13,933 
trout,  weighing  4,688  lbs.  Season  from  April 
to  end  of  September. — Particulars  on  appli- 
cation to  John  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modern  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogie.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  'William 
Donaldson,  Manager. 


HOLIDAYS  IN  SCOTLAND 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Central  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  HOTEL,  LANGHOLM. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


BETTYHILL,  SUTHERLAND. 

Anglers  should  visit  this  fine  fishing 
centre.  Numerous  good  TROUT  LOCHS, 
excellent  SEA  TROUT  PISHING  in 
estuary  of  the  famous  River  Naver,  and 
good  SEA  PISHING.  Boats  on  all 
lochs  free,  also  on  tidal  waters. 

Splendid  sands  and  sea  bathing. 
Romantic  coast  scenery,  and  beautiful 
drives  and  walks  in  Strathnaver  and 
neighbourhood.  Apply — 

BETTYHILL  HOTEL,  BY  THURSO,  N.B. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Pishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Pishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires  :  "  Gulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 
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For  Salmon  &  Trout  Tackle. 

OUR  SPECIAL  NORTHUMBRIAN  SALMON  RODS, 

In  3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres,  2  tops,  double  brazed,  button,  and 
bronzed  fittings,  in  partition  bag  complete,  13  ft.,  25/6;  14  ft.,  30/-; 
15  ft.,  35/-  ;  16  ft.,  40/- ;  17  ft.,  45/- ;  18  ft.,  50/- ;  20  ft.,  60/-. 


OUR  TYNESIDE  TROUT  RODS, 

All  greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed  fittings,  handsomely  finished,  in  partition 
complete,  9  ft.  or  10  ft.,  7/6  ;  11  ft.,  8/6  ;  12  ft.,  9/6. 


BOBS  BUILT  TO  AJSIY  PATTEBN  BY  THOBOUGHLT 
BELT  ABLE  WOBKMEN,  QUALITY  GUABANTEED. 


SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  GRILSE,  AND  LOCH  FLIES 

Dressed  to  any  patterns,  by  our  own  Fly  Tyer. 

Our  North  Country  Trout  &  Grayling  Flies 

Are  recognised  to  be  the  best  for  the  North  Country  Streams,  and  are  sure  killers. 

WADING  TROUSERS  AND  STOCKINGS,  BROGUES,  SHOES,  AND  CLOGS. 

Send  for  our  North  Country  Illustrated  Guide,  post  free,  3d. 


MURTON'S,  ADrSZX  8  &  10,  Grainger  Street,  Newcastle, 


THEHITOF  WE  SEASON!! 

TAYLOR'S  ORIGINAL 

"Always  Ready  for  Use" 
KING  OF  ROACH  PASTE 

Made  in  Three  Colours  :  Pink,  White,  and 
Yellow,  and  put  up  in  M.,M.,  and  Is.  tins. 

TEST  ITS  MERITS 
YOURSELF 

by    sending   four    penny   stamps  for 
sample  tins  of  each  colour,  post  free. 

Direct  from  the  Maker : 

E.  S.  TAYLOR, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 

1.  West  Bridge  Square,  LEICESTER. 


MUDIE'S 


LIBRARY 

AU  the  BEST  BOOKS  of  TRAVEL, 
SPORT,  ADVENTURE,  &c.,  in 

English,  French,  O-erman,  Italian, 

and  Spanish,  are  in  CIRCULA- 

TION  and  for  SALE  (either  New 

or  Secondhand). 

Prospectuses  of  the  Terms  of  Subscription  in 
Town  or  Country  and  Lists  of  Boolis  for  Sale  sent 
free  by  post  to  any  address. 

MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY 

LIMITED, 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  LONDON ; 

241,  BROMPTON  ROAD.S.W.;  and 

48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 
ALSO  AT  BARTON  ARCADE,  MANCHESTER. 


THE 


OAKENGLOUGH 
FISHERY, 

Garstang,  Lancashire 


We  are  already  heavily  sold  for  Brown  Trout 
for  next  season,  and  it  is  advisable  for  those 
who  wish  to  secure  our  '"Pure  Fario"  to 
book  early.  Much  loss  has  occurred  in  the 
past  through  buyers  turning  down  Levens,  or 
Brown  Trout  having  a  Leven  cross,  into  their 
rirers,  as  such  fish  almost  invariably  go  down. 

We  are  also  offering  two  varieties  of  Rain- 
bows, viz.,  Trinity  and  Shasta,  the  former 
grow  into  larger  fish,  but  are  not  quite  so 
brilliantly  marised  as  the  latter. 

We  have  a  grand  lot  of  Fontinalis,  which, 
for  enclosed  water  and  from  a  culinary  point, 
we  consider  are  hard  to  beat. 
Book  at  once  for  any  of  the  follouring  varieties : 
BROOK  FARIO,  LAKE  FARIO,  RAINBOWS 
(Shasta  or  Trinity),  LEVENS  &  FONTINALIS. 
Yearlings  or  Two-Year-Olds  in  each. 


NOW  READY, 

FISHING  IN  WALES. 

BY 

WALTER    M.  GALLICHAN 

("Geoffrey  Mortimer"). 

A  thorough  Guide  for  the  Angler. 

Crown  8vo.,  cloth  gilt,    3s.  &d.  net. 

Standard.—"  No  angler  can  afford  to  go  to 
Wales  without  putting  this  modest  but  com- 
pendious little  book  into  his  pocket." 


London : 
F.  B.  ROBINSON  &  CO., 
20,  Gekat  Rdbselii  Stbeet,  W.C. 


For  Summer  Fishing 

Only  the  Finest  Tackle  and  the  Daintiest  Dressed 
Flies  succeed,  and  Angrlers  are  therefore  invited 
to  try  the  following-  : 

WALBRAN'S  MIDGES.    2/0  per  doz. 

WALBRAN'S  NIGHT  MOTHS.     Four  Patterns. 

2/6  per  doz. 

WALBRAN'S  BUSTARDS.   Routledge's  Patterns. 
2/0  per  doz. 

WALBRAN'S  "Pennel"  Worm  Tackle  on  special 
16  in.  g"ut. 

WALBRAN'S  Made-up  Casts  of  Flies  for  Evening. 
WALBRAN'S  Tapered  Casts,  2  and  3  yds. 

For  full  particulars  of  the  above,  and  many  others,  send  a  post  card  for 
our  New  Illustrated  Catalogue,  sent  free. 


On  April  4,  1903,  The  Fishino  Gazette  saul  :— "This  excellent  catalogue  shows  evidence 
of  the  practical  angler's  knowledge  all  through." 

On  April  12,  1902,  THE  FIELD  said  "  Mr.  Walbran  is  an  angler  of  long  and  varied 
experience,  and  his  advice  is  reliable." 

On  June  20,  1903,  A  Customer  writes  from  Swansea ;  he  says  : — "  I  always  find  that  yotn' 
tackle  is  of  a  practical  character  ;  that  it  is  not  made  with  gut  so  thick  as  to  render  it  practically 
impossible  to  get  good  sport  in  anything  like  tine  water." 

Finally,  so  long  ago  as  April  13,  1889,  The  Fishinq  GAZETTE  said  :— "  Mr.  Francis  M. 
Walbran  is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  practical  anglers  the  '  North  Country'  has  produced." 


Please  address  all  Letters — • 


WALBRAN  LIMITED, 

LEEDS. 

General  A/a/ja^er— FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN. 

Wires : — "  Halcyon,  Leeds."  Private  Letter  Box : — 184  G.P.O.,  Leeds. 


THE 


GOLDEN 
PENNY 

A  HIGH-OLASS 

lUastrated  Weekly  Newspaper 

FOR  THE  HOME. 


Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of 
"THE  GBAPELIC" 

AND 

''THE  DAILY  GBAPHIC." 


"Full  ol  well-written  stories."— The 

Times. 

"  Will  furnish  amusement  for  young 
and  old." — Thh  Mobhihq  Post, 


Of  all  Kevsagents  and  Bookstalls. 

ONE  PENNY. 


OFFICES : 

190,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 


Telegrams;  "Reels,  Newark." 

DAVID  SLATER, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 
Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 


A  FEW  OF  SLATER'S  SPECIALITIES  WHICH  ARE 
KNOWN  THROUGHOUT  THE  WORLD. 

Slater's   Built  Cane  Salmon 
and  Trout  Rods. 

Slater's  Greenheart  Salmon 
and  Trout  Rods. 

Slater's  "Champion"  Green- 
heart Spinning  Rods. 

The  "Newark  Perfection"  for 

bottom  fishing. 

Slater's  Aluminium  Salmon 
and  Trout  Reels. 

The  Fly  Fisher  Winch 

(Registered). 

The  "Future"  Sea  Reel. 

The  "Ideal"  Reel  for  Spinning  for 
Salmon  and  Pike. 

The  "Zephyr"  Reel  for  all  kinds 

of  bottom  fishing. 

Inventor   and   Patentee  of  the  world' 
renowned 

"COMBINATION"  REEL. 


Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 


SEND  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE 
POST  FREE. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


June  27,  1903 


Appointed 
by 

Royal  Warrant 


Manufacturers  to 
His  Royal  Highness 
The  Prince  of  Wales. 


Awa.]:-ded  tlxe  Gold  Medal,  Fai^ia  X900,    38  Medals  &  Awax-ds. 

-No.  3- 


Salmon  Fly  Tying  Department. 


Trout  Fly  and  Tackle  Making  Department. 


View  of  Corner  of  General  Wareroom. 


View  of  Manufactory  Counting  House. 


£4  16s.  6cl. 


THE  PERFECTION  (two-piece)  "PALAKONA"  CANE  BUILT  RODS,  all  improvenients  up  to  12  feet  in  length,  3  Guineas;  Three-Piece,  do., 

IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENT  -^^^^  ^"d  see  our  works,  it  will  interest  them  to  watch  this  page,' on  which  a  series  of 

Ro^s,  S,  an???c?ietn  Europ^         '  representing  vanous  departments,  will  appear,  embracing  the  most  complete l^nufactory  of  Fishing 

CATALOGUE  FOR  1903,  NOW  READY,  325  pages,  300  Illustrations,  FREE. 

61,  PALL  MALL,  LONDON. 

'  12  to  14,  Moult  Street,  Manchester;  and  5,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 

HARDY  BROS.,  ALNWICK 
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C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  Lm 

191,   STRAND,   X^ONDON,  W.C. 

We  have  a  very  large  variety  of  Floating  May  Flies, 
with  Bodies  made  of  Quill,  Straw,  and  Gut,  all  guaranteed 
reliable  patterns.    Upwards  of  20  different  kinds  kept 

in  stock. 


DETACHED  MAY  FLY. 


HALFORD'S  "SPENT  GNAT." 


FLOATING  MAY  FLY. 


PENNELL  SEA  TROUT  AND  LAKE 
FLIES  KEPT  IN  STOCK. 


HOC-BACKED  FLY 
SPOON. 


DOUBLE  SPLIT  WINGED 
EYED  TROUT  FLIES. 


ROLLED  WINCED  EYED 
TROUT  FLIES. 


PENNELL  HACKLE  STREAM 
TROUT  FLIES  KEPT  IN  STOCK. 


PARLOW'S  "PERFECT" 

CORK  HANDLE  GREEN HEART  TROUT  RODS. 

Made  in  three  pieces,  varying  in  lengths  from  9  ft.  to  11  ft. 

The  grips  of  these  Rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  wood  which  is  usually  left  for  the 
grip.  The  Cork  Handle  is  bored  to  receive  the  butt,  which  is  the  same  size  under  the  cork  as  above  the  grip, 
consequently  giving  greater  casting  power  than  ordinary  Rods  of  the  same  length.  The  play  of  the  Rod  being  con- 
tinued from  under  the  hand  is  an  immense  advantage.  They  are  made  by  our  own  Rodmakers,  finished  in  the  best 
manner  possible,  and  have  every  improvement :  straight  metal  fittings,  snake  rings,  and  made  of  selected  Greenheart. 

Price       5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  each  Rod). 

9  ft.      ..      about  6|  ozs.  10  ft.  6  in.  ..      about  8i  ozs. 

10  ft.      ..  „    8  ozs.  11  ft.         ..         „     9  ozs. 

10  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry  Fly  Fishing. 

AJ^-Tm    books    OBT    AJBSGtU-SSGr    KIZSPO?    FOR  S^XjiXS. 

Leonaiii's  Geiraieii  HiqenGan  Spin  Bamto  FisHi  Bois  %\  \\  stt. 

Price  lAst  for  1903  (330  Illtistrations)  Gratis  and  Post  Free. 

C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  LTD.,  191,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


Fishings,  &  Shootings  For  Sale  or  to  Le 


J.  A.  LUMLEY,  NEWTON 
and  DOWELL, 

SCOTCH,  IRISH,  aud  NORWEGIAN  ANGLING 
SPECIALISTS,  have  all  the  best  Salmon,  Grilse, 
and  Trout  Anglings  to  Let  for  periods  to  suit 
applicants'  requirements. 

Sole  Address  : 

Lumley  House,  34,  St.James'St.,LondoD,  S.W 


Tbe  Lord  Montagu's  Beaulieu  Fisheries 
TROUT 

Pry,  Yearlings,  and  Two  Year  Old  for 
restocking ;  also  Sea  Trout  Ova.  For 
Price  List  and  fuU  particulars,  apply  to 
E.  Collins,  Manager,  Beaulieu  Fisheries, 
Beaulieu,  Brockenhurst,  Hants. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND  APPLI 
ANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.— Richard  T.  Williams,  Practical 
Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker 
Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established  60  years 

PRICE  LISTS  FREE. 


PORCELAIN  RINGS 

Genuine    Porcelain    Rod    Rings  are 
supplied  4n  various  shapes  and  sizes. 
Attachable  to  rods  direct  or  by  wire 
guards. 

Price  and  Size  List  free, 

IP.   W.  J3A1L.E, 

Anglers'  Depot,  Hanley,  Staffs. 


FISH  PRESERVED 

And  Mounted  by 

A..     FOR  X>, 

Fish  Specialist  and  Expert  Taxidermists 

BLOOMSBURY  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM 
Unsolicited  Testimonials  from  all  parts 
of  the  British  Isles. 


Send  a  Postcard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Roach  ...  1«.  6(J.  1  Per  100  yards. 

Barbel  ...  2s.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 

Pike  ...  &s.  %d.  \  Green 

Salmon  ...  4s.  6d.  )  on  Boards. 

The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

M.  BARNES 


WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL 


I  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER. 

St.  Swithia's  Square,  LINCOLN. 


F.  I.  OGDEN  SMITH 

LONDON  ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM. 


World-wide  renowned  whole  cane 
rods,  adapted  for  every  kind  of  fishing. 

SPECIAL  PATTERNS  BUILT  TO  ORDER. 


ALL  KINDS  OF  TACKLE  IN  STOCK. 


HEP  AIRS  PROMPT; 


THE  IMPROVED  COXON  "AERIAL"  REEL 

(Patent).  The  lightest,  the  most  perfect,  and  the 
most  durable  in  the  world.  This  reel,  manufac- 
tured of  ebonite  and  aluminium,  is  a  veritable 
triumph  of  mechanical  skill,  and  is  adapted  to  all 
descriptions  of  angling.  Light  quill  floats  may 
easily  be  thrown  40  yards  with  it.  Large  barrel, 
no  warping,  and  entirely  free  from  complica- 
tions. Prices:  4  in.,  26s.  ;  with  Baden-Powell 
Line  Guard,  30s.  ;  with  deep  flange  for  holding 
more  line,  and  line  guard,  30s.;  4iins.,  with 
line  guard,  35s.  each.  "  Aerials  "  (with  wooden 
backs):  3  in.,  with  optional  check,  15s. ;  3i  in.  do., 
16«. ;  4  in.  do.,  17s. ;  4i  in.  do.,  19s.  each.  Without 
check :  4  in.,  14s.  %d.  ;  ii  in.,  16s.  6d.  each. 
The  reels  are  of  superb  quality,  and  of  exquisite 
finish.  Mb.  E.  B.  MAJKSTON,  in  "Fishing 
Gazette"  of  November  15,  1902,  says:  "I 
think  it  Is  a  great  feather  in  Mr.  Coxon's  cap 
that  his  '  delicate  '  Aerial  Reel  should  have  stood 
the  strain  of  a  fight  with  such  a  grand  salmon." 
(Taken  on  Vos  River,  Norway,  in  July,  1902,  and 
weighed  68i  lbs.).— Apply  Henkt  Coxon,  Walton 
"Villa,  West  Brldgford,  Nottingham.— My  book, 
' '  How  to  Catch  Fish,"  &c.,  still  for  gale.  \s.  2d., 
Postage  Iree.  Cash  with  aU  orders. 


June  27,  1903 


TO  AMATEUR  ROD  AND  FLY  MAKERS, 

Grbknheart,  Hickory,  and  Lancbwood  : 
liin.    iin.    Jin.    ^in.    fin.  iin.  3ft.  6in.  long, 
1/6      8d.     6d.    6d.    6d.  4d.  per  length. 

Ferrules,  tsin.  to  iin.,  i^d.  each;  J^in.  to 
Jin.,  3d.  each  (with  counters);  Winch  Fittings, 
plain,  6i<J.  per  set ;  Bronzed,  Sci.per  set ;  Universal 
ditto,  9rf.  per  set;  Universal  Box  Fittings, 
Is.  9rf.  each ;  Butt  Caps,  6rf.  to  9d.  each ;  and 
Snake  Rings,  6rf.  per  set. 

FLY  MATERIALS.  —  Hackles  in  natural 
colours,  \d.  per  doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per 
doz.    Dyed  Hackles,  lid.  per  doz. 

Wings  per  Pair.— Starling,  Snipe,  Partridge, 
and  Blackbirds,  Hd.  per  pair ;  Woodcock  and 
Waterhen,  3d.  per  pair ;  Golden  Plover  and 
cock  and  hen  Pheasant,  2d.  per  pair. 

Floss  and  Tying  Silks,  all  shades,  9d.  per  doz. 

Peacock  Eyes,  dyed  all  shades,  for  Trout  Flies, 
Id.  each.    Worms  and  Gentles  always  in  Stock. 

WALTER  CHAMBERS, 

Central  Fishing  Tackle  Stores, 

Lower   Mosley   St.,  Manehestep. 


JUST  PUBLISBETK 

BASS,     PIKE,    PERCH,  AND 

OTHERS.  By  J.  A.  Henshall,  M.D. 
Illustrated.    Extra  crown  8vo.,  8s.  Od.  net. 

THE  BIG  GAME   FISHES  OF 

THE  TTNITED  STATES.  By  C.  F,  HoLPKK, 
Illustrated.    Extra  crown  8vo.,  8>s-.  6d.  net. 


MACMILLAN  &   CO.,  Ltd.,  London. 


EAST    INDIA  MOTTLED 
CANES. 

A  Special  Consignment  of  the  above,  very 
thin  in  Butt,  and  from  18  ft.  long,  perfect  natural 
Rods,  in  one  piece  as  imported,  prices  1  /6  to  2/6 
each.  Very  fine  picked,  price  3/6  each.  Makes 
the  best  and  lightest  of  Salmon  or  Sea  Rods,  &c. 

H,  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  St,  Liverpool. 


PANGBOURNE-ON-THAMES 

TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
Weir  Pool. 


Daily  Tickets  can  now  be  obtained, 
price  2/6,  at  the  Elephant  Hotel. 

W.  GODDARD. 


FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY. 

Magic  Chinese  Pish  bait  (catch  pailfuls 
of  fish),  Secret  Pishing  Oils,  Brandlings, 
Gentles,  and  Wasp  Grubs,  1/-  per  box. 
Trout  Flies,  1/-  per  doz.  Trout  Rods, 
5/6.  Traps,  4/6.  Trammel  Nets,  15/0. 
Lists  free ;  carriage  paid.  —  John 
Eggleston,  Naturalist,  Sunderland. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

SUMMER  HOLIDAYS 

ON  THE  BRACINO 

NORFOLK,  SUI-fOLK,  AND  ESSEX  COAST. 


YARMOUTH. 
LOWESTOFT. 
CROMER. 
MUNDESLEY. 
CLACTON. 
WALTON. 
HUNSTANTON. 
FELIXSTOWE. 
DOVERCOURT. 
ALDEBURGH. 
SOUTH  WOLD. 
SOUTHEND. 
BURNHAM-ON- 
CROUCH. 
HARWICH. 


TOURIST,  FORTNIGHTLY, 
and  FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY 
TICKETS. 

IMPROVED  EXPRESS 
SERVICE- 
YARMOUTH,  in  2  hrs. 

50  mins. 
LOWESTOFT  in   2  hrs. 
^        45  rains. 

■  CROMERin2hrs.55mins. 

BREAKFAST  and  DINING 
CARS. 

SUPPER  TRAIN  to  CLAC- 
TON on  Saturdays. 

YACHTING,  FISHING, 
GOLFING  ;  combined  RAIL 
AND  BOAT  TOURS  and  many 
other  attractions. 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Full  particular!  of  all  Salmon  Fl«hlng«  to 
Let  In  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appU- 
cation  to 

J.  WATSON  LYALL  SCO.,  Ltd. 

S-anb  Jlgcnts, 
118,  PaU  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  Is 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 


WORMS,  MAGGOTS,  and  PRESERVED 
BAITS.  Specially  prepared  Maiden- 
dews  and  Brandlings  for  Trout,  ready  for 
use  ;  and  clean,  freshly -bred  Gentles,  1/3  per 
box,  carriage  paid  by  rail  only.  Lobworms 
for  Salmon,  1/3  and  2/6,  carriage  paid. 
Bright  and  Tough  preserved  Gudgeon,  Dace, 
Sprats,  and  Minnows,  1/6  per  bottle,  post 
free.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station  Street,  Leeds. 


DAILY  CHEAP  EXCURSIONS 

TO 

SOUTHEND,  CLACTON,  WALTON,  HARWICH. 

All  particulars  and  "  Farmhouse  and  Country 
Lodgings  List,"  free  by  post  on  application  to 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Liverpool  Street 
Station,  London,  E.C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LOTSJ)  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 

Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters, 
at  Chesham,  Bucks,  one  hour  from  London,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fishing  Waters,  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex.  There  is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.— 
For  information,  apply  to  the  Secretary. 


HOLDING'S 
:^  FEATHERWEIGHT 
TENTS. 

Weight,  11   ozs.  to 
11  lbs.     From  21/- 
to  84/-. 

"  Fishermen  may  now 
camp  by  the  stream." 
LIST  FREE. 

7,  Maddox  St..  W. 


URNISHED  HOUSE 
TO  LET, 

CAN  TLB  Y,  NOEFOLK.  Two  recep- 
tion, five  bedrooms,  bath  (hot  and  cold). 
Five  minutes  from  River  Yare,  three 
from  station.  —  Watson,  Solicitor, 
Norwich. 


Established  1837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  "THE  Pub- 
lisher's ClROHLAR  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RECORD  " 
(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— S,IK  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


TyOBMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
*  *  Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  2  gross,  do.,  38. 
Send  P.0.0.  to  Habdt  Beds.,  5,  South 
St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 


ROACH  &TROUT-Fishers'  single  hair, 

50  selected,  2/6  ;  100,  4/C.  Roach,  bottoms,  half- 
dozen,  2/-.    Worms  in  flax,  1/3,  2/6. 
PICKERSGILL,  31,  Rydall  Street,  Holbeck,  Leeds. 


TURNBULL'S  CATALOGUE 
FOR  ANGLERS 

Now  Heady,  Post  Free. 

SEND  ADDRESS  TO 

10  &  12,  HANOVER  STREET, 
EDINBURGH. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE 
FISHERY. 

Now  open  to  the  public  on  payment  of  1/- 
per  rod. .  Jacking,  2/6  jser  day.  Hire  of 
punt,  2/6  per  day.  Three  Guinea  Silver 
Cup  for  best  Pike,  and  Two  Guinea 
Silver  Cigarette  Case  for  best  Carp  taken 
during  the  season.  Lake  contains  all 
kinds  of  Coarse  Pish.  Season  Tickets 
30/-,  including  Jacking,  &c. ;  and  21/-, 

not  including  Jacking. 
Salmon  and  Fly  Casting  taught  by  the  Keeper. 

Book  to  WIMBLEDON  PARK  STATION. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  TUB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Fnbllihen, 
Price  SB.  6cl. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities : 
Trammels,  Dpsgs,  Shoes, 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


Price* 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES. 


2/6 

doz. 


Cash  with  order,      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


FIVE-JOINT  ROACH  ROD,  4/8 

1  it.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancewood  top, 
bag  ;  In  box ;  carriage,  id. 

Balanced  Handle,  1/-  extra. 
'  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.   Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Makston,  Fishing  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  LInY^  guard 

{Protected). 


FINEST  UNDRAWN  GUT,  about  20  inch. 
3/6  per  100  ;  very  good  ix  Drawn,  15  inch,  3/10. 
SEA  ROD,  cane,  greenheart  roller  top,  8/6. 
SEA  REEL,  5  Inch,  with  Line  Guard,  i/ll. 

BOOTH, 

PARAGON    STREET,  HULL. 


BAITS  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS.  The  Best 
Early  Bait  for  all  kinds  of  Fish  is  the  CADDIS 
GRUB.  Half  Pint,  Is.  2d.  Free. 

THEAKER,  2,  Broad  Marsh,  Nottingham, 


DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Lord  Knollys  is  commanded  by  the  King 
to  thank  Mr.  Darlington  for  a  copy  of  th» 
new  edition,  eo  well  got  up,  of  '  Loudon  and 
Environs.*" 
*'  Nothing  better  could  be  wished  for."— 
British  Weekly. 
**A  brilliant  book."— 7^  Timei. 
"  Most  emphatically  tops  them  all."— i)ai2v  €traphie. 
"Particularly  good."— Academy, 

VISITORS  TO  LONDON  SHOULD  USE 

DARLINGTON'S 

LONDON 


4tll  EDITION) 

REVISED,  Ss. 

New  maps  and  plana. 
By  E.  C.  COOK  and       34  Maps 
E.  T.  COOK,  M.A.       and  Plana. 

80  Illustra* 
tlons. 


AND 

ENVIRONS. 

Visitors  to  Brighton,  Eastbourne,  Hastings,  Bourn*  ■ 
mouth,  Exeter,  Sidmouth,  Exmouth.  Teigmnouth,  Daw- 
lieh,  Torquay,  Paignton,  Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  Dart- 
moor. FaliDouth,  Penzance,  bt.  Ives.  Newquay,  Tintagel, 
Clovelly,  Bideford,  Ilfracombe,  Lynton,  Minebead, 
Exmoor,  Wye  Valley.  Severn  Valley.  Bath,  Weston-super- 
Mare.  Malvern,  Hereford,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llan- 
drindod  Wells,  Llangollen.  Bala,Aber,  Llandudno, Colwyn 
Bay,  Conway,  Penmaenma\vr,  Llanfairfechan,  Bangor, 
Carnarvon,  Bettwsycoed,  Snowdou.  Rhvl,  Dolgelly,  Aber- 
ystwyth. Towyu,  Barmouth,  Criccieth.  Pwllheli,  Norwich, 
Yarmouth,  and  the  Norfolk  Broads,  The  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  Channel  Islands,  should  use 

SAELIKOTOK'S  HANDBOOKS.  Is.  E&oh. 
Llasoollen  :  Darlington  &  Co.        London  :  Sihpsjn's. 
New  York  &  Paris  :  Brentano's. 
Railway  Bookstalls,  and  all  Bookaellen. 


PHOTOGRAPHS.  -  Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Scenery,   Ruins,  etc. ,  in  Switzerland,   Italy,  Greece, 
Turkey,  Russia,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark.  Palestine 
and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6d.,  and  28 
List  Post  Free. 
Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangonen. 


THB  VISBlUa   GAZETTE,  JUNE    '  1903 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Pontinalis, 
and  Rainbows ;  also  fresh  water  Mollusoa, 
Crustaceans,  May-Fly  Eggs,  Larvse,  &o., 
and  Water  Plants. 

Pupils  Taken. 

Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE, 


WIRE    EEL    TRAPS,    5/6,  sure 

"  PLANO  CONVEX  MINNOWS," 

for  Perch,  Pike,  Trout,  Salmon,  or 

Bass,  1/-,  1/3,  1/6,  2/.,  2/3,  2/6. 

Postage,  Id.  extra.    Best  Killing 

Bait  eveb  invented. 
SEA  LINES  for  PoUock,  Bass,  Flat 

Fish,  Whiting,    Cod,    or  Conger. 

Mounted  Ready  for  Use. 
SHRIMP  AND  PRAWN  NETS, 

for  rocky  pools. 
PATERNOSTERS    AND  PIER 

RODS,  Pulley  End  Rings. 

HEARDER&SON 

195,  Union  Street,  PLYMOUTH. 

Highest  Awards  Everywhere.   ESTABLISHED  1770. 


THEAKER'S 

PLAITED  FISHING  LINES  ARE  WELL- 
KNOWN  EVERYWHERE. 


per  100  yards 


ROACH  . 
BARBEL 

PIKB    „  3  6 

SALMON       ...  „  4  6 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
with  other  Lines.  Theaker's  Hooks  fco  Gut  for 
Match  Fishing.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
18  inch  drawn  gut,  from  3x  to  6x,  IM.  per  doz.  ; 
13  inch  gut,  7d.  per  doz.  Best  Gut  Casta,  fine, 
medium,  or  strong,  1  yard,  1«.  per  doz.  ;  2  yards, 
2«.  id.  per  doz. ;  3  yards,  Ss.  6d.  per  doz.  Dealer 
In  all  kinds  of  Baits.  Best  Nottingham  Lob- 
worms and  Bag,  3s.  id.  per  1,000.  The  trade 
supplied. 

2,  BROAD  MARSH,  NOTTINGHAM. 


ESTABLISHED  1861. 

BIRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  BuUdings,  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 
CURRENT  ACCOUNTS 

20  7  on  the  minimum  monthly  balances  Q°  / 
/  o    when  not  drawn  below  £100.     ^  /  o 
DEPOSIT  ACCOUNTS 

21°  /    on  Deposits,  repayable  A  10  / 
?  /  o         on  demand.  £,2  I  o 

STOCKS  AND  SHARES 

Stocks  and  Shares  purchased  and  sold  for 
customers. 

The  BIRKBECK  ALMANACK,  with  full  par- 
ticulars, post  free. 

C.  A.  RAVENSCKOFT,  Manager. 


SPROUSTON.  KEI.SO. 

HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Fliea  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition.  Salmon  Plies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


NOTHING 

mora  deadly  for  Trout ' 
than  the 

PERFECT-FLOATING 

GOGH-Y-BONDHU 

OR  SHORN  FLY,  MAR  LOW  BUZZ, 
BRACKEN  CLOCK,  Ac. 

FLOATS  UNAIDED 

tar  any  Length  of  time, 

HOWEVER  CLUMSILY^ 
CAST. 

TMB  FIELD  says :— "Mr.  Kennedy's 
imitation  is  so  realistic,  that  it  would 
deceive  anyone." 

Genuine  only  in  sealed  Envelopes  with  sig:nature 
of  Inventor. 

J.  L.  KENNEDY,  "EUerslie,"  Solihull. 


£100 


£50 


DO  NOT   BEMOVE  THIS   COUPON  FBOM  THE  PAPEK. 

The  Proprletora  of  the  "FISHING  GAZETTE  "  have  Insured  every  Purchaser 
or  Holder  of  It  In 

The  General  Accident  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited, 

9  and  10,  King  Street,  Cheapside,  E.G.  (Registered  Office,  Perth),  to  whom  Notice  of  Clahns 
under  the  following  conditions  must  be  sent  within  fourteen  days  of  the  date  of  accident. 
"FISHING  GAZETTE' 

INSURANCE  COUPON. 

Applicable  only  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

V  ??  "I'^T."  P^'"*  above  Corporation  to  the  person  whom  the  Corporation 

8haU  decide  to  be  the  nextof  kin  of  any  person  kiUed  by  an  accident  to  the  tram  in  which  the  deceased  was 
an  ordinary  passenger,  or  who  shall  have  been  fatally  injured  thereby,  should  death  result  within  three 
calendar  months  after  such  accident.  Should  such  injury  not  prove  fatal,  but  cause  within  three  calendar 
months  as  af  oresaid  the  loss  of  two  hmbs  by  actual  separation  above  the  wrist  or  ankle,  or  the  irrecoverable 
loss  of  sight  m  both  eyes,  then  the  person  mjured  shaU  be  entitled  to  receive  ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS, 
or  for  the  loss  of  one  limb,  or  one  eye  m  aforesaid  FIFTY  POUNDS.  ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  will  also 
be  paid  by  the  Corporation,  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  this  Coupon,  in  the  event  of  the  accidental 
death  of  the  holder  by  drowning  whilst  angUng.  Provided  that  at  the  time  of  such  accident  the  person  so 
killed  or  mjured  was  the  owner  of  this  Insurance  Coupon  for  the  Current  week,  with  his  or  her  usual 
signature  previously  written  m  mk  underneath.  If  found  on  the  person  it  need  not  have  been  signed. 
Annual  Subscnbers  whose  yearly  subscription  has  been  paid  in  advance,  and  who  retain  and  file  this  paper, 
wiU  be  held  covered  on  its  production,  although  the  coupon  is  unsigned.  This  Coupon  only  applies  to  persons 
over  14  and  under  60  years  of  age,  and  is  hmited  to  one  Coupon  for  each  holder. 

 SIQyA  T  URS  _ . ,   _ 


THE  GENERAL  ACCIDENT  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION.  LIMITED. 

CAPITAL,  £400,000.  ESTABLISHED  1885, 

Chief  OfSces :— General  Buildings,  Perth,  N.B. ;  9  &  10,  King  St.,  Cheapside,  London,  E.C. 

F.  NORIE-MILLBR,  General  Manager. 
COMBINKD  ACCIDENT,  DISEASES,  and  ANNtriTY.— £1000  Policy  for  £2  per  annum. 
BUROLARY  Insurance.— All  Householders  should  have  a  policy.  Rates  from  li.  &d.  per  £100. 
■WoBKMKN's  Compensation  Aot,  1897.— Assurances  at  Low  Rates.  Bach  Risk  rated  on  its 
merits,  fnus  Insurance.  Vehicle  Indemnity,  Sickness,  and  Cycle  Insurance  also  transacted. 
Fidelity  Guarantee  Bonds  issued  at  Low  Rates. 
Applications  for  Agencies  Invited  |  liberal  terms.   Frospectosei  Free  on  Application. 


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 


BEECHAM'S 
PILLS 


FOB  ALIi 


Bilious  and  NeiYons  Disorders, 

Sick  Headache, 

Constipation, 
Wind  and  Pains  in  Stomach, 


Impaired  Digestion, 
Disordered  Liver, 
and  Female  Ailments. 


ANNUAL  SALE  OVER 
SIX  MILLION  BOXES. 

In  Boxes,  l/lj  and  2/9  each,  with  full 
diieotlons.  The  1/1^  box  oontaina 
56  pills. 


Prepwred  only  by  the  Proprietor, 
THOMAS  BEECHAM, 
ST.  HELENS,  LANCASHIRE. 


Beeeham's  Tooth  Paste. 

Efficacious— Economical. 

Cleanses  the  Teeth— Perfumes  the  . 
Breath. 

In  Collapsible  Tubes,  of  all  Druggists,  or  from 
the  Proprietor,  for  1/-,  post  paid. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

83  FAQES  OF  X.£:TTESFB£SS  ANB  FI0TT7BES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3id. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  Is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  Is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrationa. 

Bpecial  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "F.O.G.,"  In  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly, 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  AH  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children, 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  speolaUy  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  Sid. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  B.C. 


FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE. 

JACK  RODS.— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3s.  9d.  ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  5«.  6d.  to 
10s.  6d.  ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15  ft.,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
and  spear,  wiU  make  Jack  Rod,  10  ft.  6  in.,  12*.  6d.  ;  do.,  double  brazed,  14s.  Bd.  to  21«.  6d. 

REELS.— Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  3i  in..  Is.  9d. ;  i  in.,  2s.  6d. ;  movable  check,  3i  in.,  4s.  ; 
i  in. ,  5s.  ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3  in. ,  6s.  6<i. ;  4  in. ,  9s.  6d.  Brass,  solid  backs,  3  in. ,  2s.  6<{. 

LINES  (waterproof).— Plaited  silk,  stout.  Id.  per  yard  ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines, 
20  yards,  Id.  ;  Tanned,  Sd.  ;  60  yards,  2s.    Cable  Laid  Cord,  60  yards,  7id. 

TRACES  (Gut  or  Gimp).— Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d.  ;  Twisted  Gut,  do.,  from  7d. 

SNAPS,  &c.— Ryder's,  2d. ;  Pennell's,  2id.  ;  Jardine's,  3d. ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  lid.  each. 
Is.  3d.  per  doz. 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality  ;  Silver  Plated,  from  Is.  ;  Devons,  Totnes,  and 
Minnows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard  ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d.  ;  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
Gossamer,-  8d.   Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.    AU  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  remittance. 

G.  W.  HEMANS  (a.  ^^IIler)  93,WANDSW0RTH  RD.,  S.W. 

(Nearly  Opposite  Old  Shop). 
CATALOGUES    POST  FREE. 


TO  FISH  IN  IRELAND. 

By  Hi  REGAN. 

WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

New  Edition.      Crown  8vo.,  3s.  6d. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


A.  W.  GAM  AGE,  Ltd. 


FOR  UP-TO-DATE  FISHING  TACKLE. 


FLY  RODS. 


8-JOINT,   WHOLE  CANE,  2  tops, 

10  ft.,  lOift  7/6 

3-JOINT    GREENHEART,    2  tops, 

double  brazed,  10  ft.,  lOJ  ft.,  11  ft.  11/3 

S-JOINT  GREENHEART,  with  cork 

grip   13/9 


GAMAGE'S  SPECIAL  SELECTED 

GREENHEART  FLY  ROD,  2  tops, 
doable  brazed,  cork  grip,  and  landing 
handle,  10  ft.,  lOJ  ft.,  11  ft. ,.       ,.  19/6 


SKELETON 
REEL. 

With 
Brake  Actios 

and 
Line  Guard. 


.    .  3/9 

.    .  4/9 

Weight  about 
6  ozs. 


GENERAL  RODS. 

THAMES  PUNT  RODS  ..       ..  from  5/6 

BANK  RODS,  15  ft  5/6 

HICKORY  RODS,  3  tops,  12  ft.        ..  10/- 

BEST  QUALITY  E.LC.  RODS,  in  3 

or  4  joints,  double  brazed,  specially 
balanced  handle       ..         20/-,  22/6 


3- YARD  GUT  CAST 
FLIES  TO  GUT  .. 


doz. 


FLIES,  ON  EYED  HOOKS,  double  spUt 
ring   doz. 


-/• 
I/- 
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ANDERSONS 


Gold  Medal 


OlWiis,walers,Brops,iG. 


One  Gold 
Three  Silver 

Medals, 
Paris  1901, 


Every 


ANDERSONS' 
COLLAPSIBLE 
DRINKING  CUPS. 

Price  i/o 


ID 

Waterproof 
and  Rubber  for 
the  Angler. 


ANDERSONS' 
WATERPROOF 
FOLDING  SEATS. 


14  X  10  in. 
16  X  12 iu. 


1/6 
2/- 


IMMENSE  STOCK 

READY  FOR 
IMMEDIATE  USE. 


FISHING  TROUSERS. 


FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

No.  1  Gold  Medal  Quality 
No.  2  ditto 
No.  3  ditto 
No.  *  Quality 
No.  6  Quality 


31/6 
27/61 
24/6 
19/6 
15/6 


No.  1 


No.  2 
No.  3 


No.  4 
No.  5 


Gold  Medal  Quality  we  recom- 
mend for  hard  wear   49/6 

Gold  Medal  Quality    42/. 

Gold  Medal  Quality  for  summer 
wear   37/6 

Quality   J35/. 

Quality   25/- 


REPAIRING  OUTFIT. 


SiUered  Stationers'  Hail,  Andeesons',  Londos. 

FOR  GENTLEMEN  (Black  or  Yellow). 
"Osborne"  Long:  Coats, 49in.,52in.,55in.  long  29/6 
"  Osborne  "  Jackets,  33  in.  and  36  in.  long    ...  24/6 

"  Osborne  "  Trousers,  in  8  sizes   13/6 

"Osborne"  Improved  Sou'-westers 


The  "TILT"  BROGUE.  LigW 

and  Super  Medium  Canvas, 
Suitable  for  Medium  Work. 

Sizes, 
6's  to  12's, 

25/- 

Size  13's, 
27/6 


Phicb  2/- 
Po3t  Pi'ee  2/3 


6/6  THE  IMPROVED  "BUCKLAND"  WATERPROOF 
FISHING  AND  SHOOTING  JACKETS. 


ANDERSONS'  IMPROVED  "NON-SLIPPING' 
PIKE  BOOTS 


Good  Qualitx 

BUBBEE. 


Soles  Deeply 
Geooved. 


Non-Slipping. 


Phioe  27/6. 


FOR  IjADIES, 
Price  18/6. 


To  shorten  at  pleasure  for  deep  wading  • 
with  improved  storm  fly  and  weather-proof 
cuffs.  Made  in  two  lengths,  34  and  37  inches 
Price  for  all  stock  sizes,  14  in  number,  47/6, 
Tlie  "Buckland"  makes  an  excellent 
Ridingr  Waterproof  with  the  addition  of 
our  Elding  Apron.  Cases  or  Bags  with 
Web  shoulder  slings  to  carry  the  "Buck- 
land,"  4/-  and  4/3. 


Every  pair 
branded 
thus  on  Sole  : 
ANDERSONS' 

LONDON 
"BUCKLAND" 
WADERS, 
without 
which  none 
are  genuine. 

THE  NEW  "BUCKLAND" 
COMBINATION  WADING  BOOTS, 
1902  PATTERN.  . 

Uecommended  for  hard  wear.    Made  in 
our  No.  1  Gold  Medal  Quality,  with  high 
leather  Brogues  attached  (improved  pattern). 
Price  65/-  per  pair. 
(Weight  about  5  lb 


Made  in  two  lengths,  33  and  36  inches. 


Prices  for  all  stock  sizes,  12  in  number, 
Jfo.  1.       No.  2.       No.  3.       No.  4. 
25/-        21/.       -15/6  10/6 

This  Jacket  is  a  marvel  of  cheapness.  It  is 
ligrht  and  well  ventilated,  and  can  be 

shortened  into  a  Semi-Jacket  for  deep  wading. 
Nos.  1  and  2,  being  made  of  double  tex- 
ture (i.e.  rubber  between  two  cloths),  are 
strong  ai'<i  durable. 


Anderson,  Anderson,  &  Anderson,  Ltd., 


The  Anglers'  ]Vaterproofers, 

37,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  LONDON,  E.G. 


Prhit^  bf  William  Clowbs  aud  Sous,  Limited,  imke  Street,  Stamford  Street,  London,  S.E.,  and  Published  for  The  Fishing  Gwette,  Limited,  by  Sampsok  LOW,  MAKSTON  AND 

COMPANTi  Limited,  St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C.      June  20, 1908. 
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